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LETTERS

YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 
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Thousands Are Blessed

i have been receiving the Light of 
life magazine since 1985, when i 
registered my name to receive the 
magazine at a conference conducted 
by evangelical fellowship of india, at 
the Sea rock hotel, mumbai. i was 
serving the Lord through bangla-
deshi every home Contact (in india, 
it is known as every home Crusade). 
After serving the Lord for 44 years, i 
have now retired. We are publishing a 
monthly Christian magazine and ev-
ery month i pick up one article from 
Light of Life magazine and translate 
it in bengali. our prayer partners 
are blessed through these articles. 
We have more than 5500 prayer  
partners and i am still closely in-
volved with the ministry, preaching 
through the tV, radio, national pro-
grammes conducted by the govern-
ment, especially prime minister’s 
programme conducted by various 
ministers. i am not only blessed 
through Light of Life magazine, but 
thousands of Christians are blessed 
here in bangladesh.

Daniel Dipon Sarker,  
Dhaka, Bangladesh

Great Blessing

thanks for sending the magazine. 
Your magazine is a great blessing for 
me.

Y. Mohan, Chennai, TN
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Editorial

CARE FOR SELF-AWARENESS?

A girl in the 10th standard 
was complaining about 
her predicament. till the 

8th standard, she was studious 
and everything was fine. When 
she got into the next class, she 
began to seek fun of different 
types along with her friends, and 
her grades began to drop. Now 
that her final school examination 
was coming up at the end of 
the year, the school decided to 
provide some extra coaching and 
training for such students. this 
meant that she had to stay back 
after the regular school hours and 
this made her miss some of her 
fun times. She said, “the school 
has no right to make me stay back 
like this. they are making me 
lose my fun in life. All the other 
students are allowed to do what 
they like. by making this kind of 
distinction among the students, 
the management is making me 
feel as if i am inferior!”

Some of the older people who 
heard this told her that they could 

understand how she felt and that 
the school should not be making 
her feel bad! She went away 
feeling that she was justified in 
her complaints!

how is it that this girl could not 
understand that it was she who 
had got herself into this situation 
by neglecting her studies and that 
the school was actually trying 
to make extra efforts to help 
students like her to do better in 
the final examination?

this seems to be the age of 
‘self-esteem’ where everybody 
seems to think they have a right 
to feel good about themselves 
and nobody has the right to make 
anyone else feel bad. on the moral 
side, people should never call sin 
‘sin’, in order to avoid the sinner 
from losing his self-respect! for 
example, you cannot say that god 
does not approve of the LgbtQ 
lifestyle without getting brickbats 
thrown at you. Anyone who dares 
to point out sin becomes labelled 
as the worst sinner of all. Verses 
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Editorial

To say that we want to 
become like Jesus and 
then be unwilling to 

look at where exactly 
we are unlike Him is 

incompatible with each 
other.

such as “Judge not” are misused 
at such times in a way that a 
saint who warns a sinner in god’s 
name is made to look as if he has 
committed an unpardonable sin.

empathy is over-emphasised 
in such a way that there is no 
place for delineating right and 
wrong. those who point out 
that something is wrong are 
targeted and called ‘without 
love’, ‘judgmental’, ‘fanatic’, 
etc. punishment for crime is 
being downplayed, for example, 
by pushing for providing tV, 
internet and games 
in the prisons for 
the worst type of 
criminals in the name 
of being humane. how 
much this has affected 
people’s thinking all 
over the world can be 
seen from the fact that 
the concept of ‘punishment’ itself 
is becoming revulsive to many 
people.

people do not want to look at 
‘negative’ aspects in themselves. 
All such things must be covered 
over with positive thinking that 
will make one feel good about 
oneself. Like the young girl in 
the above example, people think 
that others do not have any right 
to make them feel bad about 
anything in their life.

this mood has certainly 
affected Christians too! Just look 

at what gets many ‘likes’ and 
‘shares’ in the social media! ideas 
such as “god loves you,” “You are 
precious to god,” “god will make 
all things work for your good,” etc., 
especially if they come along with 
good graphics or music, become 
very popular. Any word that gives 
a warning about sin or which 
asks for a change in thinking or 
behaviour gets ignored or pushed 
aside.

Yet, many Christians imagine 
that there is nothing inconsistent 
with such an attitude and saying 

how much they want 
to become like Christ. 
Why we want to 
become like Christ is 
because we are not 
like him in many ways. 
to say that we want 
to become like Jesus 
and then be unwilling 

to look at where exactly we are 
unlike him is incompatible with 
each other.

Just look at the Christian 
crowds around preachers who 
‘tickle their ears’ and tell them 
what is pleasing for them to hear 
(2tim.4:3) and who turn away 
from others who show the mirror 
of god’s word to them so that they 
can see for themselves how they 
appear to god (Jas.1:23,24). many 
Christians would rather listen to 
some preacher who keeps them 
entertained rather than others 
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who care for them enough to tell 
them the truth as it is. the apostle 
paul did not want to have the 
blood of any of his hearers on his 
hands, and so he took the trouble 
to share with them the whole 
counsel of god (Acts.20:26,27). 
many people nowadays do not 
even bother to read the bible, but 
satisfy themselves with what the 
pastor says or what they see on 
WhatsApp.

how do we read the word of 
God? Do we really want to know 
what god thinks about us and 
what He wants us to do? Jesus 
said that it is such people who 
will be able to get insight into his 
word (Jn.7:17). if we have such 
desire, then we will not read the 
bible casually, but actually study 
it along with much prayer for 
understanding. then the word of 
god becomes not just a mirror for 
us to see ourselves, but also a lamp 
for our feet so that we can know 
how to walk on (psa.119:105).

When we read god’s word in 
that way, one of the cries that come 
up from our heart is, “Wretched 
man that i am! Who will set me 
free from the body of this death?” 
(rom.7:24). this cry comes 
equally desperately from sinners 
who see themselves as sinners 
for the first time as well as saints 
like the apostle paul who see the 
depth of sinfulness in their lives 
even after walking with the Lord 

for a long time! these feelings 
of anguish are missing from 
those who just assume they have 
become Christians because they 
have repeated a prayer without 
repenting from their sins. Also, 
those who take for granted that 
all is well with their souls without 
bothering to stand before god’s 
penetrating eyes cannot feel any 
such anguish because they can 
experience it only when they 
let the word of god cut through 
their self-defences and the masks 
they have put on before others 
(heb.4:12,13).

on the other side, people’s focus 
has moved on from becoming more 
self-aware to finding fault with 
others in such a way as to comfort 
themselves with the thought that 
they are not as bad as the others. 
for example, the LgbtQ crowd is 
unable to see what is going wrong 
with them, or where it is going to 
take them, but they are actively 
working on maligning others 
who warn them or are willing to 
help them. What they assume to 
be someone ‘judging’ them has 
become such a terrible sin in their 
eyes, and the calamity they are 
facing in their own lives totally 
escapes their notice!

Self-awareness is an ingredient 
that is missing from a lot of 
people, and which Satan is trying 
frantically to eliminate through 
a conspiratorial control of the 
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Jacob Ninan 

media and what is projected to 
be ‘progressive’ thinking. the 
result is not progressive at all, 
far from it. people are 
becoming more and 
more unable, like the 
girl in the example, to 
have an insight about 
what is really going 
wrong with them. this 
is sweeping over the 
whole world at such 
a fast pace that godly people are 
wondering what is happening 
to the world. in politics, for 
example, there was a time when 
discovery of some corruption or 
criminal record spelt doom for 
that politician’s career. Now, even 

when there are blatant violations 
of the law or morals, nobody is 
fazed by them. there is no shame 

for such a politician 
nor are the voters 
concerned about such 
factors!

in spite of what is 
going on, god still has 
his eyes looking for the 
few who will choose to 
be faithful to him. that 

is what should motivate us.

People are becoming 
more and more unable, 

like the girl in the 
example, to have an 
insight about what is 
really going wrong 

with them.
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CHOOSE THE GOOD PART
Choose to sit at the feet of Jesus and experience heaven on earth.

CHRISTIANA JOSEPH

Jesus had a few special 
friends, in whose homes he 
enjoyed their hospitality and 

well needed rest from his hectic 
schedule of ministry. one such 
home was that of the gracious 
hostess martha, where she lived 
with her sister mary and brother 
Lazarus.

though martha was the one 
who had invited Jesus, she was 
very much distracted, so much 
so that she complained to the 
Vip guest about her sister mary. 
She was filled with self-pity 
and resentment. “i am serving 
alone,” she said, accusing mary 
of negligence and demanded 
Jesus to intervene (Lk.10:40). 
mary, who should have felt an 
equal burden for helping, was 
calmly sitting at the feet of Jesus 
hearing and drinking deeply of 
his word.

Jesus had been observing 
the entire scene and mildly 
admonished martha, “You are 
troubled and worried about many 
things, but mary has chosen that 
good part which will not be taken 
from her.” here Jesus implies 

there was a choice and, obviously, 
mary had chosen wisely. how can 
you say that Lord? Isn’t Martha 
doing the tough job, rushing 
around getting dinner cooked and 
served, while mary is sitting in a 
corner, obviously doing nothing? 
Was Jesus partial?

Jesus asks us to set right our 
priorities, and choose the good 
part, approved by Jesus. the 
emphasis is on spending time 
with Jesus. Do we maintain our 
‘Quiet time’ as a priority in our 
day – to sit at the feet of Jesus, 
first thing in the morning, to 
read and meditate on his word, 
pray and get his counsel for our 
problems? We are then better 
people, ready to face the day, 
transformed like Jesus, more 
loving, more forgiving, more 
tolerant. At that moment, when 
we surrender at the feet of Jesus, 
we repent, get right with the 
world and are humbled.

throughout the day we should 
continue to stay in the presence of 
god within the depth of our heart 
where we continue to maintain 
communion with god. thus, our 
every thought, word and action 
is god approved. We are living in 
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if we have a 
meaningful 

relationship with God, 
we will be subdued, 
humble, submissive, 

with our sharp points 
blunted, and become 
better people to live 

with.

the presence of god, honouring 
him in our life. 

We can, thus, fulfil the purpose 
of life – to love the Lord your 
god with all your heart, with all 
your life and with all your soul 
(mk.12:30). this love makes us 
automatically serve others with 
sincerity. even our service to god, 
our ministry, can be a hindrance 
to a meaningful 
relationship with 
god. Like martha, we 
can serve without 
love, with a bitter 
resentment and self-
pity. if martha had 
also sat at the feet of 
Jesus and then started 
her cooking, she may 
have served with a 
pure motive and she would not 
have complained.

True Motive

how does god test our true 
motives? He places us in difficult 
situations, to work with difficult 
people – maybe a tough boss, 
or a troublesome mother-in-
law. our prickly exterior shown 
by sharp, critical words are 
rounded off by constant friction 
with these tough people. if we do 
not have a personal relationship 
with Christ, we will continue 
to be critical, resent and fight 
back. eventually, we will be so 

stubborn and self-righteous 
about our ‘ministry’, we will 
cut loose and start off our own 
independent ministry.

but if we have a meaningful 
relationship with god, we will 
be subdued, humble, submissive, 
with our sharp points blunted, 
and become better people to 
live with. Did martha learn her 

lesson? Sure, when we 
see her again (Jn.12:2), 
the family has thrown 
another dinner party 
for Jesus. this time it 
is a thanksgiving party 
for Jesus, who had 
brought back to life 
their brother Lazarus. 
this was a really 
joyous occasion to 

celebrate. martha, as usual, was 
serving, but this time she was 
serving thankfully, lovingly with 
no bitter comments.

mary as usual was at the feet 
of Jesus, anointing them with the 
most expensive perfume, to show 
him her deep love. her sensitive 
heart had sensed his sadness 
as his death drew near, only six 
days away, and she showed her 
devotion by anointing him with 
perfume. Jesus appreciated this 
and reprimanded those who 
criticised her, “Leave her alone.”

We see Jesus at the peak of his 
ministry, waking up even before 
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dawn to meet with his father. 
this was the most important 
part of his day, and this is what 
gave him the strength for the 
day. often, we become weary 
and life becomes meaningless, 
even if we are actively involved 
in ministry. When we introspect, 
we realise it is because we have 
compromised, we have not spent 
quality time with Jesus.

When we sit at the feet of 
Jesus, he gives us god honouring 
motives and desires. We also 
receive his power and strength 
to accomplish seemingly 
impossible tasks. And most 
importantly, we gain a stillness of 
soul deep within, which changes 

our attitude to all the chaos and 
confusion that makes up our 
world. And this is the gift we 
can carry out into the world so 
that they will recognise that we 
have ‘been with Jesus’. they will 
observe our peace that passes 
understanding, and our joy that 
no man can take away.  my wish is 
that each of us chooses this good 
part, to sit at the feet of Jesus and 
experience heaven on earth.

Christiana Joseph  
is a clinical sonologist in 

Tanjore, Tamil Nadu, and is 
also involved in Evangelical 

Union ministry and 
the Gideons.
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ABSOLUTE TRUST IN GOD
A detailed look into the book of Habakkuk.

Nothing much is known 
about the ancestry 
or the background of 

habakkuk, one of the minor 
prophets of the bible. All that we 
know of habakkuk is contained 
in the three chapters he has 
authored. the meaning of the 
word habakkuk is ‘one who 
embraces’ or ‘one who clings on’; 
and that is exactly the impression 
we get about him when we come 
to the end of his short book 
of prophecy. No matter what 
happens to him, he will cling to 
his god by all means.

habakkuk carried out his 
prophetic ministry in the 
kingdom of Judah from 612 to 
588 bC and the book known by 
his name is presumed to have 
been written during the period 
610-605 bC. habakkuk was living 
in difficult times. King Josiah met 
with premature death in 608 
bC without achieving what was 
expected of him. his successor 
Jehoiakim proved to be a selfish 
and worldly type of ruler. in his 
reign, bribery, corruption and 
lawlessness increased. it was not 
even safe to walk through the 
streets of Jerusalem. While the 
king expanded his palace, the poor 

K. P. LUKE VYDHIAN became poorer. the wicked and 
the oppressors were prospering. 
Ordinary people were suffering. 
to habakkuk it appeared that 
god was keeping aloof without 
interceding either in punishing 
the unrighteous, or in protecting 
the suffering innocent. So, he 
started questioning god.

The first chapter of Habakkuk 
commences with two questions, 
‘How long?’ and ‘Why?’

“o Lord, how long shall i cry 
for help and You will not hear? 
or cry to You ‘Violence’ and You 
will not save? Why do You make 
me see iniquity, and why do You 
idly look at wrong?” (vv.2,3a). 
the complaint of habakkuk to his 
god continues, “Destruction and 
violence are before me; strife and 
contention arise. So, the law is 
paralysed, and justice never goes 
forth.”

god is not annoyed by this 
questioning by the prophet. 
instead, he answers the questions 
raised by habakkuk quickly. in 
the first chapter of Habakkuk, 
what we see is a conversation 
between the prophet and god. 
god answers the prophet saying 
that he is doing something 
among the nations, which if told 
to him, he will not believe. then 
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god tells him what he is going to 
do. he will raise up the Chaldeans 
against his own people because 
of their iniquities. Verses 6-11 
are god’s description of the 
Chaldeans or the babylonians 
whom he has chosen as his 
instrument to execute judgment 
on his own people. they are 
more cruel and bloodthirsty than 
even the Assyrians who took 
away the northern kingdom. they 
are swift and fiercer than even 
wolves and leopards. they have 
no conscience that pricks them 
while inflicting cruel punishment 
over the nations they subjugate.

the prophet who questioned 
god for his apparent inaction 
is now aghast at what god has 
revealed to him. Now the question 
arises, how can a just god bring a 
nation more wicked than Judah 
to execute judgment over Judah? 
the complaint of habakkuk turns 
from the apparent ‘inaction’ of 
god to too much action by god. 
he questions god even for his 
intended action. it appears to 
habakkuk that the punishment 
god wants to bring on his own 
people for their iniquities is 
too harsh to contemplate. he 
continues to argue with god.

but a mood change occurs to 
habakkuk by the time he comes 
to the second chapter. in the 
first verse he says, “I will take 
my stand at my watch-post and 

station myself on the tower and 
look out to see what he will say 
to me.” from questioning god, 
the prophet is now adopting a 
different stance, that of waiting 
and watching. god responds by 
instructing habakkuk to write the 
revelations on tablets so that all 
could read it. the second chapter 
of habakkuk contains what god 
has to tell his people. that is the 
prophecy habakkuk is to deliver 
to the people. it is not long, but 
to the point. the judgment on 
Judah for their wickedness will 
surely come at the appointed 
time. the prophet reminds the 
people of their wickedness, pride, 
arrogance, drunkenness, greed, 
violence, cruelty, plundering and 
what not. in choicest words and 
short sentences, the prophet tells 
the people of Judah what they 
have to answer for. Amongst all 
these words of condemnation, 
there is a short sentence of 
hope for the righteous, “but the 
righteous (or the just) shall live 
by faith” (v.2:4b).

that short sentence has found 
an echo in the writings of paul in 
the New testament (rom.1:16,17; 
gal.3:11). the author of hebrews 
also quotes this sentence 
(heb.10:39). martin Luther used 
this to great effect during his 
reformation movement. Like a 
war cry of reformation this short 
sentence reverberated throughout 
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Having waited for the 
Lord and listened to 
God, the prophet is 

completely transformed. 
He has no more 

questions for God.

europe and some scholars treat 
this small sentence as the ‘magna 
carta’ of protestantism. that 
short sentence of habakkuk 
thus had a profound influence 
on Christianity. habakkuk ends 
the second chapter with the 
exhortation, “the Lord is in his 
holy temple; let all the earth keep 
silence.” it sounds like psalm 99:1, 
“the Lord reigns; let the peoples 
tremble.”

having waited for the Lord 
and listened to god, the prophet 
is completely transformed. the 
third chapter of habakkuk is a 
song of praise for god Almighty, 
set to music. 
he has no more 
questions for god. 
the words convey 
total unconditional 
acceptance of what 
god does in his life. 
even if he has to 
undergo privation and suffer 
grievous losses, he will continue 
to praise the Lord. Verses 17,18 
are worth quoting in full. 
“though the fig tree should not 
blossom, nor fruit be on the 
vines, the produce of the olives 
fail and the fields yield no food, 
the flock be cut off from the 
fold and there be no herd in the 
stalls, yet i will rejoice in the 
Lord; i will take joy in the god 
of my salvation” (eSV).

the book of habakkuk has some 
similarities with psalm 73. there 
the psalmist is also caught up in 
a tricky situation. his problem is 
the prosperity of the wicked and 
the sufferings of the righteous. 
to Asaph, the wicked appears 
to enjoy life to the full. “they 
have no struggles. their bodies 
are healthy and strong. they are 
free from the burdens common 
to man.” He feels that his efforts 
in keeping his heart pure and 
washing his hands in innocence 
were all in vain. this line of 
thought could have taken him to 
slippery ground. but a change 

occurs when he entered 
god’s sanctuary. there 
he understood the 
truth. if that change 
had not occurred, he 
would have betrayed 
that generation of god’s 
children. he realised 
that his steps had 

almost slipped. but god did not 
allow that to happen. the change 
in Asaph’s life occurred when 
he entered the sanctuary. but to 
habakkuk, the change happened 
when he was on the watchtower 
waiting and watching for what 
god would reveal. there were 
no more questions for god from 
habakkuk. in the case of Job 
also, all his questions became 
irrelevant once god came face to 
face with him.
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the attitude displayed by 
habakkuk towards the end of his 
book is the ideal attitude for any 
worshipper of god. We worship 
God not because of the benefits we 
can get out of god. We worship 
god because of what he is: our 
god, our Creator, our Sustainer 
and our redeemer Saviour. 
remember what Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego told King 
Nebuchadnezzar, while facing 
the fiery furnace. “the god we 
serve is able to save us from the 
blazing furnace and from your 
hand, O King. But even if He does 
not, we want you to know, O King, 
that we will not serve your gods 

or worship the image of gold you 
have set up” (Dan.3:17,18) the 
god of Shadrach, meshach and 
Abednego is our god as well and 
our attitude towards god cannot 
be different from theirs. Let the 
attitude displayed by habakkuk 
towards the end of his prophecy 
and the deep courage and faith 
displayed by Shadrach, meshach 
and Abednego rule our hearts as 
well, all the days of our life.

K. P. Luke Vydhian  
retired as General Manager, 

Telecom, Karnataka, and 
lives in Bangalore.
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faith is a precious gift 
of god to every human 
being and is one of the 

words, with its verb form ‘believe’, 
that appears most frequently in 
the bible. hebrews 11 begins with 
a simple, but profound, definition 
of an active and living faith: “being 
sure of what we hope for and 
certain of what we do not see,” and 
goes on to affirm that “without 
faith it is impossible to please 
god, because anyone who comes 
to him must believe that he exists 
and that he rewards those who 
earnestly seek him” (v.6).

Faith And Hope

the desire to know the future 
and hope for the best, and/or 
the tendency to fear the worst, is 
inherent in every human. this is 
the reason why many people visit 
astrologers and clairvoyants, not 
realising that they cannot give 
them any hope beyond this fleeting 
world. But the Christian faith that is 
rooted in God’s word sees an eternal, 
glorious hope for mankind! 

According to hebrews 11:1,6, 
faith is the inner eye and inner 
ear god has given each one of 

FAITH: BLIND OR  
BIBLICAL?

The faith that the Bible talks about has a firm basis.

VIVEK SALINS us to be able to see and hear the 
invisible god and have a glimpse 
of the invisible rewards he has 
in store for those who earnestly 
seek him. Amazingly, a baby 
growing in the mother’s womb 
can connect with the mother’s 
thoughts and feelings, though the 
baby has not seen nor known its 
mother! Similarly, our Creator 
god, whom we have not seen 
and whose love for us is greater 
than a mother’s love for her child, 
speaks to us through his word, 
the bible, revealing himself and 
his plans, thoughts and feelings 
for our lives! And he expects us 
to respond to him (isa.1:2,3)!

therefore, it is extremely im-
portant that everyone, irrespec-
tive of their religious beliefs and 
practices, understands what this 
small five-letter word means, be-
cause man’s eternal destiny hangs 
on what they do with this unique 
gift of god!

Blind Faith?

Whoever coined the phrase, 
‘faith is blind’, merely expressed 
his opinion based on his limited 
understanding and knowledge 
about faith, although there may 
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be an element of truth in it. but, 
sadly, the followers of this dictum 
are either confused about the 
issues and realities of life or they 
don’t care a hoot about what and 
why they believe. All that seems 
to matter to them is what they see, 
hear, taste, touch and smell with 
their physical sense organs; and 
they carry on in life attributing 
everything that happens, and 
does not happen, to fate till their 
last breath! 

Consciously or subconsciously, 
a thought process that influences 
their response to all that the 
earthly life holds out to them 
is: “eat, drink and be merry, 
for tomorrow we die!” this 
saying is a quote from the bible 
(isa.22:13;Lk.12:19) taken out of 
its context and believed by many 
as a ‘philosophy’ of life! this belief 
is based on the premise that if 
death ended it all, enjoying the 
moment would be all that matters 
(1Cor.15:32-34 Life Application 
Study bible, NiV).

Strong Foundation

in contrast to blind faith, the 
faith that the bible talks about 
has a firm basis which sustains 
the believers in this world and 
prepares them for the new world 
to come. how and from where do 
we get this kind of faith? 

“faith comes from hearing the 
message, and the message is 
heard through the word of Christ” 

(rom.10:17). this word of Christ 
is none other than the divinely 
inspired message of the bible, the 
eternal word of god (matt.24:35), 
in which god has spoken to us 
in detail about the issues of our 
temporary earthly life and has 
also given us a glimpse into the 
glorious life in his kingdom.

to believe in the eternal plan 
god has for us, as clearly explained 
in the bible, we need to use faith 
that god has gifted us. When god 
affirms in His word that faith 
comes from listening to the good 
news about the salvation (from sin 
and death) that is freely available 
to us in Christ, it implies that god 
also provides the faith we need to 
believe the good news. however, 
if we do not use god’s gift of faith, 
like we use the other five physical 
senses, we will not experience 
god’s loving touch, taste his 
goodness, nor see and hear him 
with our inner eyes and ears of 
faith. it is only when we hear/
read, understand, believe and 
obey what god has spoken through 
the bible and what he expects from 
us that the word of god becomes a 
strong foundation for our faith and 
we begin to delight in god. (read 
psa.119:33-35,105; matt.4:4;7:24-
27; 24:35; rom.10:1-21; Col.3:1-
18; Jas.1:21-22.)

A Gift From God

Unlike animals and birds, our 
first ancestors Adam and Eve 
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were created by god in his own 
image, with a unique capacity 
to relate with their Creator 
personally. being descendants 
of Adam, all of us have inherited 
his ‘sin’ nature after he and his 
wife yielded to the temptation 
(rom.5:12-14) and lost contact 
with god. but the good news is 
we still have the capacity to relate 
with our Creator! the bible tells 
us that god has “knit me together 
in my mother’s womb” and has 
made us “so wonderfully complex” 
(psa.139:13-16 NLt). i believe 
that the adjective “so wonderfully 
complex” includes a wonderful 
blessing that we are born with 
god’s precious gift of faith that 
enables us to connect with him 
in this life and enjoy the heavenly 
glory with him throughout 
eternity (eccl.3:10-14;Jn.3:16). 

this precious gift of faith has 
the capacity to respond when god 
speaks to us through the bible 
(rom.10:17). this is purely god’s 
initiative to reach out to us so that 
we, though sinners by birth and by 
choice, would inherit the divine 
nature (rom.1:16-17;1thes.1:4-
8;2pet.1:3-4). however, whether 
or not to respond to god when he 
speaks to us is up to us to decide 
(Lk.9:23-26;Jn.3:16,36;rev.3:20).

God’s Greatest Gift

god’s greatest gift to mankind 
is his Son Jesus Christ – god in 
human form! the divine purpose 

of this gift is three-fold.
1)  to set us free from our slavery 
to sin and death and give us 
eternal life (rom.6:23;5:6). the 
Lord Jesus accomplished this 
work when he took upon himself 
all our sins, died on the cross and 
destroyed the power of sin and 
death by his glorious resurrection, 
so that we need not suffer in hell’s 
eternal agony (matt.13:41-42; 
Jn.3:16,36;Jude.21).
2) to make us his children 
and joint-heirs with Christ 
(Jn.1:12;rom.8:15-17;gal.4:4-7; 
eph.1:3-8; 1Jn.3:1).
3) to prepare us for the 
heavenly rewards, one of which 
is the privilege of sharing in 
his glory throughout eternity 
(Jn.14:1-3;rom.8:17;1Cor.1:8-9; 
gal.4:19;eph.4:13; php.1:6,9-11).

Anyone can receive and cherish 
this greatest of all gifts, but only 
by faith, believing on what god 
has purposed in his heart and 
revealed in his word for us (2 
tim.1.9-10).

How To Live By Faith?

Hebrews 11 briefly describes 
how people, who had faith in 
god and his promises, lived in 
complete obedience, risking 
their lives in the process! they 
endured the worst sufferings, 
even to the point of painful death 
at the hands of the people who 
had no faith in god. they knew 
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that the god who promised to 
be with them was in control of 
everything that was happening in 
their lives. even though they did 
not receive the things promised, 
god enabled them to ‘see’ those 
promises through their eyes of 
faith (heb.11:13-16).

The situation is no different 
today for those who have received 
god’s gift of salvation in Christ by 
faith and take a stand for him and 
his kingdom values in a hostile 
world. the apostle paul and many 
others, down through the ages 
who were faithful to god and his 
mission, could say confidently: “I 
have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, I have kept the 
faith. Now there is in store for me 
the crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord, the righteous Judge, will 
award to me on that day – and 
not only to me, but also to all who 
have longed for his appearing” 
(2tim.4:6-8). 

We need to always remember 
the three essential features that 
enrich our Christian faith and 

walk: 1) meditating on god’s 
word; 2) prayer; and 3) witnessing 
by word and deed. even though 
discouragement, difficulties and 
frustrations are part of life, the 
Lord wants us to be persistent in 
all the above three characteristics 
of our faith. teaching his disciples 
on prayer, the Lord Jesus tells the 
parable of a persistent widow 
and concludes with these words: 
“When the Son of man comes, 
will He find faith on the earth?” 
(Lk.18:8b).

therefore, let us encourage 
one another, as we spread the 
message of god’s love. Let our life 
of faith touch the lives of many 
others with the love of Christ 
so that they also would have an 
opportunity to exercise their faith 
when they listen to the gospel 
(rom.1:16;eph.1:13;heb.4:2).
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Dr. Daniel Sathiaraj 
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noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 
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BIBLE SYNOPSIS – PART 2
1 Samuel to Nehemiah

the books from 1 Samuel 
to 2 Chronicles deal 
with the kingdom years 

spanning from 1051 to 597 bC. 
god ruled the children of israel 
till the time of Samuel through 
leaders like moses, Joshua and 
then the judges till 1051 bC. it 
was during Samuel’s time that the 
people of god asked for a king, like 
the other nations around them. 
god was not pleased with this, 
though he knew, long before, that 
they would demand a king. he 
had given them rules, by which a 
king should reign (Deut.17:14-
20). So, when people asked for a 
king, god said to Samuel, “heed 
the voice of the people... for they 
have not rejected you, but they 
have rejected me that i should not 
reign over them.”

During these years god’s 
people slowly, but steadily, went 
into severe moral and spiritual 
degeneration. When it reached a 
point of no return, god allowed 
them to be carried away into 
exile.

1 Samuel

1 Samuel can be divided into 
three segments. Chapters 1-7 

LILY ABRAHAM are about Samuel, the last judge 
of israel, his birth, his dedication 
to the service of the Lord, and his 
ministry before eli the priest. the 
second segment, chapters 8-15, 
marks an important transition 
in the history of israel, from the 
rule of judges to kings. it is about 
the anointing and reign of the 
first king of Israel, Saul, and his 
failure. he reigned over israel 
for 40 years from 1051 to 1011 
bC. the third segment, chapters 
16-31, is about the anointing of 
David (the grandson of boaz and 
ruth) as king. god trained him to 
be “a man after his own heart,” 
allowing Saul the king to chase 
him for his life for many years. it 
is during this time of distress that 
David wrote many of his psalms. 
So, distressing experiences are 
not totally bad. they train you to 
be a person after god’s own heart 
and prepare you for a greater task. 
the book ends with a war with 
the philistines, in which the ark of 
the Lord was captured, and “the 
glory of the Lord departed from 
israel.” Saul and his sons were 
killed in this war, thus ending the 
40-year reign of Saul.
2 Samuel

2 Samuel records David’s life 
from the time of Saul’s death 
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until the account of David’s later 
years – his 40-year reign from 
1011 to 971 bC, the struggles he 
went through, the wars he waged, 
the victories he won, the glories 
he attained and the sins he 
committed. 1 Chronicles, chapters 
10-29, covers the same period in 
David’s life. the importance of 
David in god’s plan for the world 
is clear from matthew1:1 where 
Jesus is called the son of David 
and David as the son of Abraham.

the book details the glorious 
beginning of the kingdom of 
israel, after the death of Saul. 
the book ends with David’s last 
words.

1 Kings

this book starts with a record of 
the final events of David’s life, his 
death and the coronation of his 
son, Solomon, as king. Solomon 
reigned for 40 years from 971 to 
931 BC. The first segment of the 
book details the building of the 
house of god by Solomon, his 
wisdom, his riches and glory, his 
evil deeds, god’s anger and the 
division of the kingdom into two. 
The first king of the northern 
kingdom was Jeroboam, who soon 
led god’s people into idol worship, 
from which they never totally 
returned. this book records the 
history of the northern kingdom 
from 931 to 853 bC during 
which god raised up eight kings 
from Jeroboam to Ahab to rule 

the kingdom. All of them turned 
out to be bad kings who led the 
people from bad to worse. Ahab 
is “the one who ‘sold himself to 
do evil’ because his wife Jezebel,” 
a Sidonian princess, who incited 
him to do evil (1Kgs.21:25). It 
was during Ahab’s reign that god 
sent his prophet elijah who was 
instrumental in bringing about 
a big revival among the people. 
elijah’s ministry continues into 2 
Kings.

the kingdom of Judah continued 
to be ruled by descendants of 
David, true to god’s promise to 
David. 1 Kings gives the events 
during the reign of the five kings 
of the southern kingdom after 
King Solomon, till the reign of 
Jehoshaphat, over a period of 
83 years. Of these five kings, 
Solomon had a divided heart, 
rehoboam and Abijam were bad 
kings, Asa and Jehoshaphat were 
good kings. Jehoshaphat ruled till 
845 bC.

2 Kings

2 Kings is a continuation of 
1 Kings. It records the reign of 
10 bad kings of the northern 
kingdom, till the people of israel 
were taken captives into Assyria 
by Shalmaneser, the Assyrian king, 
in 722 bC. the southern kingdom, 
after Jehoshaphat, was ruled by 
26 kings, of whom 17 were good 
and 9 bad, all descendants of 
David. the southern kingdom was 
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taken captive by Nebuchadnezar, 
king of babylon, in three stages, 
the first one in 605 BC during the 
reign of Jehoiakim. Daniel and his 
friends were in this group. the 
second was during the reign of 
Jehoiakin in 597 bC, when ezekiel 
and 10000 others were taken to 
babylon. the last invasion was 
in 586 bC during the reign of 
Zedekiah, the last king of Judah. 
Not only were the people taken 
captives, many were killed, the 
house of the Lord burned and the 
walls of Jerusalem broken. All the 
bronze materials in the house of 
the Lord and all the vessels which 
were used in the temple services 
were carried away.

A better understanding of the 
extent of destruction brought 
about by the disobedience of god’s 
own people can be understood 
from the book of Lamentations.

it is worth noting that god kept 
speaking to his people through 
his prophets during these years. 
From 1 Kings 17 to 2 Kings 2, 
we read about the ministry of 
the prophet elijah. his ministry 
covered a period of 24 years 
(876-852 bC). then we see elisha 
and his ministry which continued 
for about 56 years (852-796 bC). 
in addition to these two, god 
continued to speak to his people, 
pleading with them to leave their 
idolatry and to return to him, 
through prophets like isaiah, 

Jeremiah, hosea, Joel, Amos, 
obadiah, Jonah, micah, Nahum, 
habakkuk and Zephaniah. All 
these prophecies were pre-exilic. 
Studying these prophetic books, 
in the context of the time those 
prophecies were made, will bring 
great clarity to those messages, 
and these books will become 
more meaningful. Also, we will 
get a better understanding of 
the sins and spiritual condition 
of god’s people at that time and 
why god had to do what he did!

2 Kings ends with the end of the 
kingdom years, the destruction of 
the city god had chosen and the 
captivity of god’s people.

1 Chronicles

the northern kingdom was 
taken captive to Assyria in 722 
bC and the southern kingdom to 
babylon in 586 bC. the temple and 
the city of David were destroyed. 
All seemed lost. Yet, after 70 
years of captivity, god stirred up 
the spirit of Cyrus, the king of 
persia, true to the prophecy of 
isaiah (44:28-45:4), 175 years 
before Cyrus was born. Cyrus 
made a proclamation that “god 
had appointed him to build him 
a house in Jerusalem in Judah” 
(ezra.1:2). Under his direction, 
provision and protection, 
some of the exiles returned to 
Jerusalem under the leadership 
of Zerubbabel and Joshua.
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the Chronicles were written 
for the benefit of the remnant 
who returned from captivity. 
the people, especially the next 
generation, had to be reminded 
of the events that preceded the 
captivity.

Chapters 1-9 give the 
genealogies of israel. Chapters 10-
19 are an account of how god had 
turned over the kingdom to David. 
Chapters 20-29 describe how 
David built an altar to the Lord and 
about his preparations for god’s 
house. the book ends with the 
narration of how David handed 
over the plan and provision for 
the temple to Solomon and the 
second coronation of Solomon.

2 Chronicles

this book is the continuation 
of the narrations in 1 Chronicles. 
Chapters 1-6 give the account 
of the building of the temple by 
Solomon, and chapter7 details 
the dedication of the temple. 
Chapters 8-9 deal with Solomon’s 
greatness, his wisdom, his riches 
and the cities he built. Chapters 
10-36 focus on the reigns of 
the kings of Judah and their 
relationship to god and his house, 
from the time of Solomon to the 
babylonian captivity. the people 
were in exile for 70 years until 
the time of the persian kingdom. 
many lessons for life can be 
learnt for our pursuit of holiness 

by studying the life of each king; 
their successes, their failures, 
especially how pride unknowingly 
creeps in when successful, leading 
to one’s downfall. the last chapter 
describes how the people of Judah 
and Jerusalem were carried away 
captive, the destruction of the 
temple, the burning of Jerusalem 
and the breaking down of the 
walls of Jerusalem.

The book ends with King Cyrus’ 
proclamation encouraging god’s 
people to return to Jerusalem and 
build the temple.

Ezra

the land of israel was to 
enjoy every seventh year as a 
Sabbath year. the land was to 
rest the whole year without any 
cultivation. for 490 years, god’s 
people disobeyed this law, along 
with most of the others by which 
they were to govern their lives. 
god sent them into captivity in 
babylon for 70 years, exactly 
the 70 Sabbaths the land had 
missed. then god stirred up the 
spirit of Cyrus, king of persia, 
who sent out a proclamation 
(2Chr.36:23). following this, a 
remnant returned from the land 
of exile to the land god promised 
to Abraham, isaac and Jacob as an 
everlasting possession under the 
leadership of Zerubbabel in 536 
bC. the book of ezra tells us what 
happened.
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this book has two main 
segments. Chapters 1-6 are about 
the people who returned, how 
they completed rebuilding the 
temple during the reign of King 
Darius in 516 bC, in spite of the 
many problems they encountered 
from their enemies. the temple 
work had stopped for a period 
of 14 years from 534 to 520 bC. 
Chapters 7-10 are about the 
return of another group of god’s 
people along with ezra in 457 bC 
after about 58-60 years since the 
completion of the temple.

by now, the people of god, who 
had returned earlier had fallen 
into many sins. ezra grieved 
over this. A revival followed. the 
people confessed their sins and 
decided to forsake them. 

Nehemiah

the walls of the city of Jerusalem 
had been destroyed during the 
babylonian invasion. this was a 
matter of rebuke and shame for 

the remnant who returned. it 
was also a matter of mourning 
for Nehemiah, who was the cup-
bearer of King Artaxerxes who 
had succeeded King Ahasuerus 
of the book of esther. the book 
of Nehemiah gives the account 
of the rebuilding of the walls of 
Jerusalem, while ezra gives the 
account of the rebuilding of the 
temple.

the book can be divided into two 
segments. Chapters 1-6 are about 
Nehemiah’s return to Jerusalem 
with a group of Jews and the 
building of the wall of Jerusalem 
in 52 days, in spite of the threats, 
attacks and treachery of the 
enemies of god’s people. Chapters 
7-10 are about the great revival of 
the people under ezra the scribe 
and Nehemiah the governor.

Lily Abraham  
lives in Mumbai. She 

enjoys leading groups in 
Inductive Bible Study.
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BARTIMAEUS PROJECT – INDIA

The Bartimaeus-Project offers the very poorest beggars  
a way out of poverty, based on the principles of helping people to 

 help themselves, regardless of their ethnical or religious background.

Required Project Coordinator
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PC Job Description:
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workers and Volunteers. Collaborate and facilitate all the stakeholders 
to integrate across the organisation for effective implementation. 
Develop Community coalitions based on programme mission 
and to address issues and needs in the local dialect. Accurate 
Data collection and analysis at the corporate and site level. 
Manage and implement the programme according to project objectives 
in coordination with the field workers, volunteers and beneficiaries. 
Supervise the field workers, volunteers and project beneficiaries. 
Conduct meetings with field staff and beneficiaries to assess and 
review their situation at field level. Responsible service delivery 
of the programme and, if any, approved changes or policies 
within the timeline, and programme Implementation of activities. 
Preparation of Records, timely Reports and Documentation 
To increase and improve program visibility. To take responsibility to 
develop the Project.

Salary – dependent on Qualification and experience.
Resume, personal testimony and one reference  

should reach the office by post/e-mail

Contact: Director, Bartimaeus Project, 
Plot no – 4, Sai Lalitha nagar, K.L Puram, Vizianagaram 535003 

Andhra Pradesh, South India. 
e-mail :-  williamlso@gmail.com
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in an age when money, sex, and 
power scandals involving 
both political, business 

and church leaders have rocked 
the world, integrity and ethics 
among leadership are critical 
needs of the nation. the basic 
principle of Christian 
leadership in whatever 
area they function is to 
please god, serve god, 
minister to the body of 
Christ through spiritual 
gifts, and imitate the 
example of Christ. the crucial 
values held by a Christian should 
include integrity, high moral 
standards, and a concern for the 
spiritual and physical well-being 
of others.

Integrity Among Christian 
Leaders

As Christians what should be 
our attitude? “Be holy as I am holy,” 
commanded the Lord. holiness 
means separation – separation 
from evil, falsehood, lies, etc. 
holiness demands integrity. paul 
points out, “for he chose us in 

ETHICS IN THE MARKET 
PLACE – PART 1

We need people who will truly show integrity in their  
personal lives.

PETER S. C. POTHAN him before the creation of the 
world to be holy and blameless 
in his sight” (eph.1:4). Does this 
not include integrity? Because 
we have confessed Jesus Christ as 
Lord, integrity must be a central 
mark of our life. We are to shake 
off all the dishonest practices of 

the old life. We are to 
be known as people 
who have sound moral 
character even when 
tested by the pressures 
of life. Unfortunately, 
many so-called 
evangelicals wear 

masks and pretend to be honest 
and holy, but actually do a lot of 
double-dealing on the side. this 
is not true integrity. integrity is 
an essential element of Christian 
leadership. Ask yourself, “Am i a 
leader with integrity?”

What is integrity? Is it 
something that can be acquired 
or earned? Can it be bestowed on 
a leader by his followers? Why 
is it an important value for the 
servant leader?

the word integrity comes from 
the Latin word ‘integer’, meaning 

We are to be known 
as people who have 

sound moral character 
even when tested by 
the pressures of life.
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‘wholeness, moral uprightness, 
incorruptibility, honesty’. it is 
used to describe people who are 
trustworthy and responsible in all 
circumstances. for the Christian, 
it indicates unity between words 
and deeds.

Integrity In The Market Place

integrity is very important in 
any area in which Christians are 
involved. the bible warns us 
to “avoid every appearance of 
evil” (1thess.5:22). this verse 
emphasises not just 
being honest, but we 
need to show it in 
our lifestyle. it talks 
of ‘every appearance 
of evil’ which means 
we should radiate an 
appearance of honesty. 
being of a ‘good reputation’ and 
‘above reproach’ is listed as a 
criterion for bishops and deacons 
in 1 timothy. paul advises titus, 
“Show yourself in all respects 
a model of good deeds and in 
your teaching show integrity” 
(tit.2:7). integrity is, therefore, 
meant to be a part of the lifestyle 
of any Christian leader. it is, 
unfortunately, not taken seriously 
enough.

this does not apply only to 
leaders, but to all believing 
Christians. paul says, “Do not 
conform any longer to the pattern 
of this world, but be transformed 

by the renewing of your mind. 
then you will be able to test 
and approve what god’s will is 
– his good, pleasing and perfect 
will” (rom.12:2). he adds, “be 
careful to do what is right in the 
eyes of everybody” (v.17) and 
“Do not be overcome by evil, 
but overcome evil with good” 
(v.21). the emphasis is on living 
a righteous life in the middle of 
a corrupt world. No wonder he 
says in philippians, “that you 
may become blameless and pure, 

children of god without 
fault in a crooked and 
depraved generation, 
in which you shine like 
stars in the universe” 
(php.2:15). Since 
corruption is a basic 
part of our society, a 

believing Christian must stand 
out as one who is different. this 
may mean paying the cost of 
commitment, but god calls us 
to this task. Juan Carlos ortiz, in 
his hard-hitting book Disciple 
comments, “What is a disciple? 
A disciple is one who follows 
Jesus Christ. but because we are 
Christians, does not necessarily 
mean that we are his disciples, 
even though we are members of 
his kingdom. following Christ 
means acknowledging him as 
Lord; it means serving him as a 
slave.” You may be a Christian; you 
may be a member of the church, 

Since corruption is 
a basic part of our 
society, a believing 

Christian must stand 
out as one who is 

different. 
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but are you truly a disciple of 
Christ?

The Cost Of Integrity

in Luke 14, after talking of the 
difficult and total love that He 
demands of his disciples and 
emphasising the carrying of their 
crosses, Jesus warns them of 
the cost involved. it is not to be 
taken lightly. “No one who puts 
his hand to the plough and looks 
back is fit for the kingdom of god” 
(Lk.9:62).

A Christian’s Word

the ninth commandment says, 
“You shall not bear false witness 
against your neighbour.” this 
is more than just our witness 
in court, but talks about the 
importance of our words. A 
Christian’s word should be his/
her bond. Jesus says, “Again you 
have heard that it was said to the 
men of old, ‘You shall not swear 
falsely, but shall perform to the 
Lord what you have sworn.’ but 
i say to you, do not swear at 
all… Let what you say be simply 
‘Yes’ or ‘No’” (matt.5:33-37). 
Unfortunately, this is not taken 
seriously by many believers. 
they will promise anything with 
no intention of carrying out what 
they promised. We must learn to 
say “No!” to what we cannot do, 
rather than lie.

Six Important Areas For 
Integrity

integrity is, or should be, part 
of a Christian’s lifestyle. Let me 
highlight six areas where this is 
necessary.

Integrity in words

A Christian’s word should 
be his/her bond. if they say 
something, then they should do 
it. A Christian Leader should be 
sincere, honest and true in his 
statements and commitments.

Integrity in reports

reports are important since they 
help to raise funds, so this is the 
first area where honesty suffers. 
perhaps, we do not actually tell lies, 
but some exaggeration is used. Yet, 
even exaggeration is wrong. What 
about your annual reports?

Integrity in action

the greek word for ‘witness’ 
has a double meaning – ‘to give 
a testimony’ and ‘to be of good 
repute’. John V. taylor states there 
is a “three-stranded presentation 
of the gospel” as Christians 
are called to “articulate the 
gospel through what they say 
(proclamation), what they 
are (witness) and what they 
do (service).” in other words, 
witness has to be both verbal and 
in action. Yet it is the latter area 
that many Christians fail. if we 
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do not show an honest witness in 
our action, then our words are of 
no avail.

Integrity in advice

Advice that cannot be followed 
personally should not be given. 
if the advisor does not really 
believe in it, he should not give it. 
it is expected of a Christian leader 
to be sincere and honest and true 
to his convictions. 

Integrity in dealings

honesty in business dealings 
should be the mark of a Christian. 
the leader must show it in all 
his business and in his personal 
life. he cannot preach integrity, 
if he does not show it. individual 
Christians look for help to meet 
the moral problems they face in 
the world. As they face issues like 
bribery, corruption, favouritism, 
casteism and communalism in 
their secular work, they need help 
to identify the moral attitudes 
and ethics as given in the bible. 
if this help is not available from 
the local church, they will adopt 
the attitudes of the world around 
them and compromise.

Integrity in financial dealings

“the love of money is the root of 
all kinds of evil. Some people eager 
for money, have wandered from 
the faith and pierced themselves 
with many griefs” (1tim.6:10). 
the way we deal with money 

is often an index of our true 
intentions and spirituality. this 
may refer to small things like 
returning any excess of change 
received by mistake in the market 
and to larger issues like careful 
spending of money received for 
god’s work. misuse of money is 
in the sin of ‘covetousness’. the 
greek word pleonexia translated 
as covetousness means ‘striving 
for material possessions’. the 
bible warns that no covetous 
person will enter the kingdom 
of god (eph.5:5). Do we take 
this seriously? As a Christian 
leader do not look for personal 
gain or aggrandisement. Always 
remember that you are a follower 
of Jesus of Nazareth, the one who 
gave himself for the sins of the 
world.

integrity is badly needed today. 
We need people, especially 
Christian leaders, who will truly 
show integrity in their personal 
lives. the late Dr. S. radhakrishnan 
said, “Christians are ordinary 
people making extraordinary 
claims.” india needs to see us as 
‘extraordinary people’ filled by 
the holy Spirit who live up to our 
claims.

Peter S. C. Pothan is 
the Academic Consultant 

at the Global School of 
Open Learning, and lives in 

Bangalore. 
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Please send the Registration fee by demand draft or at par cheque favouring 
“CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT”, payable at Chennai.(Net 
(transfer facility available on request) 

@  Vijayawada 4 – 5 September, 2019 
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MANAGEMENT SEMINAR for  
Charitable and Religious Organisations 

No. 1405, 4th Street,  
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 Indian Constitution and Religious 
Freedom 

 Income Tax  
 People Management 
 FCRA 
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 Goods and Services Tax (GST) 
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Mr. John Jabaseelan 
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Vijayawada, Krishna Dt, 
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CA Jebasingh Jothi 
(Chartered Accountant) 
 
Adv .K. Sheeba  
(Advocate Madras High Court) 
 
Mr. Shankar Suresh 
(Asst. Director, Training) 
 

Registration Fee:  ₹2200 + GST 18% 
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 Hotel Karpagam International 
321, Omalur Main Rd,  
Opp captain petrol bunk,  
Angammal Colony, Salem, 
Tamil Nadu  : 636009 
 
 

 

Local Contact Person 
Mr. Ebinesar Inbaraj J 

96888 02475 
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 Income Tax  
 People Management 
 FCRA 
 Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act 
 Goods and Services Tax (GST) 
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Spirituality Center Apostolic 
Oblates 
 Near Mandiram Hospital, 
Mankunnu Rd,  
Kalathilpady, Kottayam, 
 Kerala 686018 
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Mr.Solo Philip 

9447289458 

 

Resource Persons 
                
Mr. Jacob Varghese 
(Director – Training) 
 
Mr. Shankar Suresh 
(Asst. Director, Training 

 

Resource Persons 
                
CA Jebasingh Jothi 
(Chartered Accountant) 
 
Adv .K. Sheeba  
(Advocate Madras High Court) 
 
Mr. Shankar Suresh 
(Asst. Director, Training 

Registration Fee:  ₹2200 + GST 18% 
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GREATER WORKS THAN 
JESUS?

A Biblical response to hyper-supernaturalism.

there is an increasing 
craze to attend meetings 
where forensic prophecy 

and ‘miracle money’ are the order 
of the day. for those of you who 
do not know, forensic prophecy 
involves supposed revelations 
about details unknown to the 
preacher like phone numbers, 
date of birth, month of birth, 
bank account details, bank 
balance details, etc., of those in 
the audience/or those known 
to the audience. When these 
are mentioned by the so-called 
‘prophet’, the audience is stunned 
and tells themselves, “how come 
this prophet knows all this? He 
is certainly guided by god! he is 
really a man of god and i must 
follow his teachings and support 
his ministry with my time, talents 
and treasures!” there are popular 
preachers who are into forensic 
prophecy from india and many 
other countries of the world. the 
main feature of meetings these 
preachers organise and minister 
in is forensic prophecy. they can 
be called hyper-supernatural 
preachers (preachers who 

DUKE JEYARAJ excessively focus on the 
supernatural and go beyond what 
the bible teaches when it comes 
to the operation of miracles/
healings/etc.).

in response to the question, 
“Why are you busy chasing 
forensic prophetic miracles and 
miracle money miracles?” the 
usual response given by the 
proponents is: “Jesus said we who 
believed in him would do greater 
works than he” (Jn.14:12).

Such a response does not hold 
water. it is not adequate. it is not 
convincing. Let me explain.

Can this miracle-money/
forensic-prophecy group say, 
“Jesus claimed to be the only way 
of salvation. he also said that we 
his followers would do greater 
works than he. So, we are even 
more a greater way of salvation 
than even Jesus Himself”? They 
cannot say that. Why? The Bible 
remains the final court of appeal 
for all matters of belief and 
behaviour. We cannot have a bible 
interpretation for any bible verse 
that violates the bible itself. 

Firstly, we must seek to find 
out what the word ‘works’ 
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Jesus referred to means. Does 
it mean ‘signs and wonders’, as 
this forensic prophecy/miracle 
money group confidently says it 
means? We must read the next 
two verses – verses 13,14 – to 
understand the meaning of the 
word that Jesus used. “Whatever 
you ask in my name, that will 
i do, so that the father may be 
glorified in the Son. If you ask Me 
anything in my name, i will do it” 
(vv.13-14 NASb). the ‘greater 
works’ - works greater 
than Jesus’ works, 
that is – that believers 
will do must bring 
god glory and must 
be worthy enough to 
be asked for in Jesus’ 
name.

Jesus further said, “if you love me, 
you will keep my commandments” 
(v.15). So the greater works we 
believers do, should be in line 
with the commands of Jesus or 
the word of God, which is the final 
court of appeal for all matters 
of belief and behaviour. from 
verse 16 onwards, Jesus starts 
to introduce the holy Spirit. So, 
this is what he is saying, “to do 
the greater works, you need the 
fullness of the holy Spirit whom 
i will soon send!”

in the book of Acts, the holy 
Spirit came down. the disciples of 
Jesus and ordinary believers were 
filled with the Holy Spirit. They 

went about doing the ‘greater 
works’ that Jesus spoke about in 
John 14:12. of course, they did 
many miracles enabled by the 
power of the holy Spirit. but, at 
the same time, we must not fail to 
notice that miracles they sought 
did not always happen. for 
example, the apostle James was 
imprisoned and killed (Acts.12:2), 
while peter was imprisoned and 
miraculously escaped (Acts.12:7 
onwards). While it was god’s 

will to have peter 
miraculously released, 
it was not his will 
that James should be 
released. We must 
conclude that James, 
like David, served the 
purposes of god in 
his generation and 

then died (13:36). the hyper-
supernatural preachers believe 
‘you can force god to answer 
your prayers every time’, the way 
you want him to and this belief is 
plain unscriptural!

here is another account of 
‘greater things’ that the disciples 
did in the book of Acts: “they took 
his advice; and after calling the 
apostles in, they flogged them and 
ordered them not to speak in the 
name of Jesus, and then released 
them. So, they went on their 
way from the presence of 
the Council, rejoicing that they 
had been considered worthy to 
suffer shame for His name. And 

The ‘greater works’ 
that believers will do 
must bring God glory 
and must be worthy 

enough to be asked for 
in Jesus’ name.
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every day, in the temple and from 
house to house, they kept right 
on teaching and preaching 
Jesus as the Christ” (Acts.5:40-
42). Yes, they were flogged by 
the enemies of the gospel, the 
Jewish leaders. As they were 
bleeding, they were bubbling 
with joy that they were counted 
‘worthy’ to suffer for the name of 
Jesus! but despite the ‘battering’ 
(the flogging), they kept at their 
‘broadcasting’ (of the name of 
Jesus)! Wow! So, i conclude that 
suffering for the name of Jesus 
is part and parcel of the ‘greater 
works’ that Jesus spoke about in 
John 14:12!

respected bible Scholars 
interpret John 14:12 this way: 
“Jesus had accomplished the 
greatest works possible, including 
raising the dead. how could he 
say believers would do greater 
works? The answer is seen in 
the extent of what the apostles 
did. Jesus’ work on the earth was 
confined to Palestine; the apostles 
would preach everywhere and 
see the conversion of thousands. 
peter’s message at pentecost 
brought more followers to Jesus 
than did Jesus’ entire ministry. 
the disciples were able to do 
this work because Christ would 
go to the father and send the 
holy Spirit to empower them” 
(the Nelson Study bible). 
“these works are ‘greater’ not 
because they are more amazing 

miracles, but because they will 
be greater in their worldwide 
scope” (the eSV Study bible). 
“Jesus was alluding here to 
ministerial labour in the power 
of the holy Spirit (by believers), 
which would be ‘greater’ than 
Jesus’ in its geographical and 
numeric extension!” (the Spirit 
of reformation Study bible). So, 
while it is clear the ‘greater works’ 
that Jesus referred to was in terms 
of an unprecedented Jerusalem-
Samaria-ends-of-the-world Acts 
1:8 evangelism explosion unseen 
in the days of Jesus (who never 
left the boundaries of israel as 
an adult), these modern day false 
teachers who are into forensic 
prophecy and miracle-money 
twist those words to sway a 
generation that does not know 
the bible.

further, we must read the 
verses before John 14:12 as well. 
“believe me when i say that i am 
in the father and the father is 
in me; or at least believe on the 
evidence of the works themselves” 
(v.11). here Jesus claimed to be 
God and said that He offered His 
miracles as one of the proofs – 
though not the most important 
proof – that he indeed was god. 
the Jewish audience that Jesus 
spoke to, instantly understood 
that Jesus was making himself 
‘equal’ to god the father (whom 
he called ‘the father’ here). in 
v.6, Jesus claimed to be the only 
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way to god, the father! Jesus 
basically gave the gospel and an 
apologia for it, a defence for it. 
hence, we can say: those who 
believe in Jesus will do his work 
of presenting the unique gospel 
and an apologia for the same, in 
far wider scale (to more people 
in more locations). by doing that, 
they would do ‘greater’ works 
than Jesus himself!

What about miracle money 
multiplication? We have no 
record of such a focus in miracle-
doing in the book of Acts. the 
apostles prayed for the sick. they 
looked to god when they were 
in a crisis (like when they were 
about to drown). they looked to 
god when they were imprisoned. 
And god responded as per his 
will. the miracles did not always 
happen. And when they did not, 
they did not frown. but they felt 
‘fantastic’ – their joy-level did not 
drop – and kept doing what god 
had called them to do.

When there was need for 
money, they did not pray for the 
multiplication of the money they 
had. they sold properties they 
had and brought the proceeds 
to the apostles (Acts.4:37). 
they picked up jobs that paid 
them like tent-making (18:1-3). 
they encouraged believers to 
give to the Lord instead of just 
receiving from him (20:35). Not 
once did they pray for the money 

they had, to multiply! We must 
copy the apostles who followed 
Jesus because of paul’s repeated 
call to follow Christ as he and 
other apostles followed Christ 
(1Cor.11:1; 4:16; php.3:17; 4:9; 1 
thes.1:6; 2 thes.3:9). So, we must 
follow the apostles’ way of doing 
greater things than Jesus and that 
does not include miracles like 
miracle money multiplication 
or forensic prophecy. in fact, 
forensic predictions routinely 
happen in shows like America’s 
got talent. magicians who are not 
Christ-followers do them with 
regularity. that is not something 
to be surprised about. Didn’t 
we see pharaoh’s magicians do 
miracles in the book of exodus 
(7:11,22;8:7)? Did not even the 
Lord Jesus himself predict that 
“false messiahs and false prophets 
will appear and perform signs and 
wonders to deceive, if possible, 
even the elect!” (Mk.13:22)? Does 
not Jesus himself warn about 
those who would prophesy, drive 
out demons, and even do many 
miracles in his name, who won’t 
enter his kingdom – make it to 
heaven, but would rather go to 
hell (Matt.7:21-23)? Didn’t we 
see a demon-possessed young girl 
doing the same in the book of Acts 
before the apostles sent the demon 
packing from her (Acts.16:16-
18)? Doesn’t Paul predict that the 
Anti-Christ (called ‘the lawless 
one’) will do ‘signs and wonders’ 
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that ‘serve the lie’ and ‘deceive 
those who are perishing’ in the 
last days (2Thes.2:9-10)? In the 
book of revelation, don’t we read 
of ‘demonic spirits which work 
miracles’ (Rev.16:14 NLT)? Don’t 
we see the ultimate false prophet, 
part of the false trinity, who shows 
up in revelation doing miraculous 
signs to delude those who receive 
the mark of the beast 
(the Antichrist), only 
to land in eternal hell 
(Rev.19:20)? 

Doing miracles is 
not a proof that god 
approves what you 
do, for even Satan and his team 
can do the same. Doing miracles 
will not even guarantee someone 
a place in heaven. So, do not 
believe and go after this group 
of so-called ministers of god, 
who do these kinds of miracles. 
Stay rooted in the word of god! 
Such ministers of the gospel 
who flout the written word of 
god and obvious biblical pattern 

are dangerous because they can 
really take you to hell with them! 
So, be wary of them!

Also, have you not wondered 
why there is a registration fee for 
these meetings where there is 
supposed abundance of ‘miracle 
money’ miracles? Why don’t the 
organisers pray over their own 
bank accounts/ministry bank 

accounts so that there 
would be a dramatic 
money-multiplication, 
which would be enough 
to meet the expenses 
of these meetings? You 
see, when believers are 

ready to be fooled, there would 
be no dearth of preachers who 
will be ready to fool them! this is 
the repeated, sad story when one 
goes through church history. 

Doing miracles is 
not a proof that God 

approves what you do, 
for even Satan and his 
team can do the same.

Duke Jeyaraj  
is the founder of G4 

Mission, a ministry oriented 
to the modern youth.

Christian family invites a suitable marriage proposal for their 
daughter aged 44 yrs. 5.4 ft. god fearing slim fair, god fearing, m.D. 
(india) Dr.ph. (USA) working as a research scientist in (US).

Desiring god fearing suitable boy may please contact  
with photos and all details to  

email iD. forhisgrace74@yahoo.com

MATRIMONIAL
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Alliance invited from a born-again and deeply committed Christian families 
based in North india or central india for their son, 35 years, b.Com, m.Sc. 

(multimedia), runs a Video production and Advertising Agency for the past 10 
years, is a Canon-certified Cinematographer and Lecturer of Digital Film Making. 
Committed Christian family who have born again and committed daughter, who 
would become active team member towards God’s Kingdom, and be a model to 
committed Christian families, may send detailed bio-data and a brief note about 

her purpose of marriage. 
for details, contact: 9425320598, 9926880598

MATRIMONIAL

We count on your prayers!
As we at Light of Life seek to fulfil this ministry for the edification of our readers, 
we seek your prayers for God’s  anointing, blessings, provisions and guidance. 

Thank you.

“Seeking marriage alliance from an independent bachelor for a protestant  
god-fearing girl 5.4” 1981 born, convent educated, teaching in a reputed college. 

Send family profile and photograph. Mob. 9838688307, 
email: fcsingh@rediffmail.com”
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PRAYING RIGHT
When you pray, do not be like hypocrites!

on a bright sunny morn-
ing, when Jesus was 
travelling to Jerusalem, 

he had a brief halt in a village 
between Samaria and galilee 
where he had healed ten lepers. 
thereafter, Jesus was narrating 
a significant parable about two 
people – a Pharisee and a publi-
can, who went to pray in the tem-
ple (Lk.18:9-14). the pharisee 
thought he was devout, righteous 
and religious, and was boasting 
about his good life and criticising 
others.

Prayer Of Self-righteousness

the pharisee stood and 
prayed: “god i thank you that i 
am not like other men who are 
extortionist, unjust, adulterers 
or even as this publican. i fast 
twice in a week, i give tithes of 
all that i possess” (vv.11,12). it 
is interesting to note that the 
pharisee started boasting about 
his character and expressing his 
self-righteousness while praying. 
there are millions of people in 
the world who feel proud of their 
money, power, social status and 
success.

M. G. MATHEWS Justified Prayer

the publican, on the other hand, 
was totally different. ‘Standing 
afar off’ (thinking of himself not 
worthy to even enter the holy 
temple, being a sinner), he was 
ashamed to lift up his head, but 
smote upon his chest saying, 
“god be merciful to me a sinner” 
(Lk.18:13,14). Surely, the publican 
had very little to offer to God. He 
was like any other corrupt man. 
He made no sacrifices in money 
and fasting. he was probably a 
selfish man and a great sinner. 
Then, why do you think Jesus said 
that he went away justified, rather 
than the Pharisee?

it is intriguing to note that 
the merciful Lord looks at the 
heart and hears the heart-felt 
confession of a sinner. incidentally, 
the merciful Lord Jesus heard 
the penitent thief’s short prayer 
and heart-felt confession from 
the cross at golgotha, “Lord, 
remember me, when you come 
into your kingdom” (Lk.23:42). 
You may wonder, how could god 
allow a hardened, notorious 
criminal and a murderer to enter 
Paradise with Jesus? he, realising 
that he deserved to die on the 
cross for his crimes, experienced 
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the generous mercy and forgiving 
love of god.

it is interesting to note that 
the pharisee started praying 
with himself. he was praising 
and boasting about his own 
good deeds, so that they might 
fall flatteringly on his ears. 
how it soothes our ears to 
hear ourselves well-spoken 
of, especially when we reflect 
smugly and comfortably that it 
is all true? But the publican was 
imploring and praying to god. he 
felt miserable with a painful and 
guilty heart, because he could 
find no good in himself. 
he cried out saying, 
“God, be merciful to 
me a sinner.” (v.13). 
paul cried out, “o! 
Wretched man that i 
am, who shall deliver me from 
this body of death?” (Rom.7:24).

Like Clay In A Potter’s Hand

the publican, like Abel, had 
found a sacrifice pleasing in 
the sight of the Lord. he had 
presented himself, his body, 
a ‘living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to god’. he must have 
been a corrupt, sinful and wicked 
man. god can take a surrendered 
life and make it and shape it anew. 
When you cry, “god, be merciful 
to me a sinner,” the Lord will say, 
“behold, as the clay in the potter’s 
hand, so are you in my hand” 
(Jer.18:6). then god will lead 

you from death to life. While the 
pharisee got his reward here on 
earth, the publican was justified 
in heaven. Christ warned, “Verily 
i say unto you, they have their 
reward” (matt.6:6). but what a 
paltry, trifling reward it is! The 
very people who praise us in front 
of us, most often, are the ones who 
talk sarcastically about us behind 
our backs. “for every man that 
exalts himself shall be abased; 
and he that humbles himself shall 
be exalted” (Lk.14:11;18:14).

Reward In Heaven

how do you approach 
God in your prayer life? 
is it like the pharisee or 
as the publican? Will 
you offer your own 
self-righteousness, or 

the living sacrifice? Will you have 
your reward of men or would you 
rather be justified in heaven? On 
the one hand is the false glitter of 
praise and flattery, smooth words 
which afterwards sting and 
inflict the painful outcome like 
insolence, hypocrisy and deceit. 
On the other hand is suffering, 
persecution, trials of patience, 
faith, fellowship with god and 
finally a ‘crown of glory’ that does 
not fade away. 

Jesus warned, “When you 
pray, do not be like hypocrites! 
they love to stand up and pray 
in house of worship and on the 

God can take a 
surrendered life and 
make it and shape it 

anew. 
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M. G. Mathews  
is consultant (HR), BNHS, 

a scientific research 
institution in Mumbai.

Date : 8th & 9th October 2019 Time : 9 am to 5 pm

Venue: 
Rahator Memorial Methodist Church 
#18-B, Parel Station, Parel 
Mumbai  40012, 

Reg Fee: 300/-  
Including Lunch &  tea for 2 days

Medium: English Hindi & Tamil
For further details: 

Sam Selwine 
National Director (Interim) 

9448371719, 9742380427
 

Mumbai VBS Training Program

VBS Ministries, Bangalore
Your Trusted Children Ministry Partner since 1952

#3,1st Main Road, Lingarajapuram, 
St.�omas Town Post, Bangalore-560084

Ph:080 - 25479336 Mb: + 91 09448371719 
Email:info@vbsministries.org, www.vbsministries.org

Please callFOR REGISTRATION  
Sam Selwine      9742380427
John Solomon   9892198626
Ravi Augustine  8248791687

street corners so that everyone 
will see them” (matt.6:5). 
meanwhile, let us remember the 
soothing words of our Lord Jesus 
about our rewards, “blessed are 
you, when men shall revile you, 
and persecute you... for my sake. 
rejoice and be exceedingly glad, 

Alliance invited from a born-again and deeply committed Christian families 
based in North india or Central india for their daughter, 38 years, bachelor of 
Journalism and mass Communication, mA (Sociology), working as a freelance 

Content Writer for over 20 companies. Committed family who have a born again 
and committed son, who would become active team member towards god’s 

Kingdom, and be a model to committed Christian families, may send detailed bio 
data and a brief note about his purpose of marriage.

for details, contact:  
9425320598, 9926880598

MATRIMONIAL

for great is your reward in heaven 
(matt.5:11,12).
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OHANNAH  RETREAT  CENTRE 

GIFT SUBSCIPTIONS OF LIGHT OF LIFE
Give a gift subscription to your friends & family at Rs. 175/- only.

Write to us at: 
Light of Life, Post Box 4576 

21 YMCA Road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400 008. 
Email: lightoflife2777@gmail.com; lightoflife1@rediffmail.com
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DAVID AND GOLIATH
FELIX FERNANDES

God chose David, While He was still a lad,  
For He looks at the heart, Not on the outward clad. 

Obedience to Dad, Landed Him on the battle field. 
Took no offence of his brothers, Judgemental wields.

While the Philistines boasted, About their warrior, Goliath, 
David’s anger stirred, For the enemy, God’s army, defieth. 

Motivated by rewards, for the one, Who the fight would win. 
But the armies of Israel felt, Chances were very dim.

Since David was too young, the king feared, That the enemy would tear, 
The boy narrated, how the Lord helped, Kill the lion and the bear.

He walked not by sight, Since by opinion he was no match, 
With five stones and a sling, Goliath’s head was the catch.

He came against Goliath, In the name of the Lord. 
For He who dwelt within, Was the Spirit of the living God.

He trusted in God, And walked not by sight, 
He relied not on the flesh, Nor on the strength of his might.

He knew the Mighty one of Israel, For His name is a mighty tower. 
Though the flesh is weak, He went forth in the Spirit’s power.

The anointing, the baptism of Spirit, Made the difference. 
God’s plan transcended, Though the situations were indifferent.
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FOR HOME PARENT
AdveRTIseMeNT 

“Karuna Sharan” , a Boy’s home for Orphan’s is looking for 
parent Couples designated as “ home parents “, functioning 
as parents for 20 to 22 boys .
1. Remuneration

 ou will be paid a monthly salary of rs 8,500/- on appointment, 
which will be raised as per the discretion of the board & 
management , annually.

2. Facilities

 You will be provided other facilities which include – residential 
& food facilities, free School education for up to 2 Children at 
“the Ambassador high School”, Valiv, Vasai (e).

 mediclaim – post your probation period of 3 months, on 
receiving your Appointment letter , You will be provided “ 
Mediclaim” , a cover for you, your wife & Kids.

3. Location

 You will be based at Karuna Sharan, located at Valiv, Vasai (E), 
District- palghar

if you are a born again Christian couple with a heart and a 
calling to work with orphans, please send your resume to:

Karuna Sharan, 
C/o the Ambassador high School, 

Valiv- highway road, behind Vitthal mandir, Vasai (e) 
palghar district, piN CoDe - 401208 

Contact No: 8237358803 
mail iD: ajaybm20@gmail.com
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CROSSWORD 66
Book of Zachariah

International Version (IBS) or Zondervan

Send in your answers with bible references by e-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, 
to reach Light of Life, post box 4576, 21-YmCA road, mumbai Central, mumbai 400008, not 
later than October 5, 2019. please indicate your name, address and Light of Life Subscription 
Number while sending the answers. 

Clues Across:
1. “The seed will grow well, the vine will yield 

its fruit, the ground will produce its crops, and 
the heavens will drop their dew. I will give all 
these things as an _______ to the remnant of 
this people.” (ch      v        )

6. “And he will be a priest on his throne. And 
there will be _______ between the two.”  
(ch       v        )

8. “Ashkelon will see it and _______; Gaza will 
writhe in pain, and Ekron too, for her hope will 
wither” (ch     v      )

9. “Then he will bring out the capstone to the 
shouts of ‘God _______ it’ ‘God _______ it.’” 
(ch    v    )

11. “Then the man standing among the myrtle 
trees explained, ‘These are the ones the Lord 
has sent to _______ throughout the earth’” 
(ch       v       )

12. “It is he who will build the temple of the Lord, 
and he will be clothed with majesty and will sit 
and rule on the throne.” (ch       v          )

14. “Woe to the worthless shepherds, who deserts 
the flock! May the sword strike his _______ 
and his right eye!” (ch     v     )

16. “In the fourth year of king Darius, the word of 
the Lord came to Zechariah on the fourth day 
of the _______ month, the month of Kislev.” 
(ch       v       )

18. “It will be a unique day, without daytime or 
night time-a day known to the Lord. When 
the evening comes, there will be _______.”  
(ch        v       )

19. “… and the Lord Almighty will shield them. 
They will destroy and overcome with 
_______.”    (ch     v      )

Clues Down:
1. “On that day, a fountain will be opened to the 

house of David and the _______ of Jerusalem, 
to cleanse them from sin and impurity.”  
(ch      v      )

2. “… for the Lord Almighty will care for His 
flock, the house of Judah, and make them like 
a proud _______ in battle.” (ch     v    )

3. “On that day, when all the nations of the earth 
are gathered against her, I will make Jerusalem  
an immovable rock for all the nations. All who 
_______ to move it will injure themselves”  
(ch    v     )

1 2 3 4 5
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4. “On that day, I will banish the _______ of 
the idols from the land, and they will be 
remembered no more”. (ch      v      )

5. “The _______ will become like mighty men, 
and their hearts will be glad as with wine.”  
(ch      v      )

7. “He answered, ‘Do you not know what 
these are?’. ‘_______, my Lord,’ I replied.”  
(ch     v      ).

10. “Then he said to Joshua, ‘See, I have taken 
away your _______, and I will put rich 
garments on you’” (ch     v        )

13. “… and said to him, “_______, tell the young 
man, ‘Jerusalem will be a city without walls 
because of the great number of men and 
livestock in it.’” (ch     v       )

15. “… do not _______ evil against your neighbor, 
and do not love to swear falsely. I hate all this”  
(ch       v      )

17. “This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘In 
those days _______ men from all languages 
and nations will take firm hold of one Jew by 
the hem of his robe and say, “Let us  go with 
you, because we have heard that God is with 
you.”’” (ch     v      )

Clues Across:
1. indignation (Nahum 1:6)      
6. Cast (Micah 5:12)     
7. Dark (Micah 3:6)  
8. Sea (Micah 7:19)      
9. head (Nahum 3:10)       
10. Net (Micah 7:2)
11. Beer (Micah 2:11)  
12. Me (Micah 3:8)   
15. Eater (Nahum 3:12)
18. gains (Micah 4:13)     
19. Deceitfully (Micah 6:12)

Answers to Crossword 64 ( Micah and Nahum)
Clues Down:

1. incurable (Micah 1:9)   
2. dishonest (Micah 6:11)  
3. Nineveh (Nahum 3:7)
4. images (Micah 5:13)   
5. Nakedness (Nahum 3:5)  
13. Figs (Micah 7:1)
14. hill (Micah 3:12)    
16. Are (Nahum 2:6)     

17. Eye (Micah 7:10) 

Winners of Crossword 64

One Error: 
M. Ratna Prabhu, Ahmedabad, Guj.

David Sampatkumar, Mumbai, Mah., B. B. Ropmay, Shillong, Meghalaya, Sumathi Dorcas Maigur, 
Yadgiri, Kar., Krishnabai Charles, Tiruchirapalli, TN, Mohan C. Kamalam, Nagercoil, TN, Christy Inbaraj, 
Chennai, TN, Sunila Tudu, Howrah, WB, Lalitha Rachel, Hyderabad, Tel., Greta Amanna, Mumbai, Mah., 
N. Thawnzagin, Churachandpur, Manipur, M. G. Andrews, Thane, Mah., S. V. Rani, Bengaluru, Kar., Ottie 
E. Salins, Ambernath, Mah., G. Susan Abraham, Hyderabad, Tel., D. Hillel Johnson, Vellore, TN, David E. 
Tiwari, Daund, Mah., Florence Manohar, Vellore, TN, K.P. Mohandas, Bidar, Kar., Elcy Johnas, Mumbai, 
Mah., K. A. M. Veda Kumari, Eluru, AP, Daisy T. Michael, Coimbatore, TN, Mary Mathew, Trivandrum, Ker., 
Helen Williers, Mumbai, Mah., I. Devanayagam, Tirunelveli, TN, Nirmala Butt, Hyderabad, Tel., Thelma 
Roberts, Hyderabad, Tel., K. Rajarathinam, Madurai, TN, Regina L. Victor, Ponda, Goa, Lesley J. Birnur, Hubli, 
Kar., Deepsha Sandip, Gudalur, TN, Esther Patti, Pune, Mah., Elizabeth J. Varghese, Mumbai, Mah., Sushila 
Muller, Coimbatore, TN, Margaret Fernandes, Mumbai, Mah., M. A. Sampson, Ambernath, Mah., Daphne 
Alfred, Hyderabad, Tel., Sushila L. Baily, Mumbai, Mah., Thomas J. Pooppally, Mumbai, Mah., T. Rajkumari 
Devaraju, Hubli, Kar., T. Rohan Joseph, Hubli, Kar., A. Sunderraj, Mumbai, Mah., M. Edwin, Coimbatore, TN, 
George B. Ullagaddi, Ambernath, Mah., Shantha Suresh, Chennai, TN, R. Sathish, Chennai, TN, Nirmala 
Suryagandh, Mumbai, Mah., Damara Samadanam, Hyderabad, Tel., Asha Daniel, Hyderabad, Tel., John S. 
Andrews, Sangli, Mah., D. Alexander, Mumbai, Mah., Sudipta Missal, Pune, Mah., S. H. E. S. McLoughlin, 
Hyderabad, Tel., Isaiah Winston, Bengaluru, Kar.
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A few years ago, i was 
counselling a church 
member who opened up 

about a struggle with sin. With 
a high-and-mighty view of my 
own personal holiness and some 
seminary credits under my belt, i 
felt fully prepared to tell this man 
a thing or two about killing his 
own sin. So, i put my theological 
intellect on shining display, 
listing off verses and theological 
principles that applied to his 
situation. it was a bible-thumping 
TKO! But after my tirade of truth, 
the church member didn’t look 
energised or encouraged. i had 
knocked the wind out of his sails. 
he said, ‘pastor, i already know 
what the bible says about my 
sin, but i came here to see if you 
would come alongside me in this 
battle? I need someone to disciple 
me.’ my heart sank. i had given 
him a monologue, expecting him 
to figure out what to do about his 
sin alone. i had failed to see him 
as a man who needed empathy 
and guidance” – Costi W. hinn in 
Christianity Today.

bible teachers and pastors of 
the evangelical sort often pride 

CYRIL GEORGESON

WORD AND 
THE WORLD

W
OR

D AND THE WORLD

MINDING THE HEART
themselves on having a high 
capacity for rational thought and 
scriptural interpretation. At the 
same time, to the same extent, 
they flaunt their indifference or 
even disregard for the emotional 
aspect. And yes, it is only right 
that we should not allow emotions 
to override or ignore truth. but, 
is it right to allow the pendulum 
to swing to the extreme where 
emotions are treated as an enemy?

of course, at the other end, 
it is a common observation 
that emotions seem to be the 
foundation for many churches. 
truth has been relegated to the 
background. With many of these 
churches, Scripture is not read 
anytime in the course of corporate 
worship. one is fortunate if 
the preacher reads a text from 
Scripture before launching off 
like an unguided missile in the 
trajectory of personal opinion 
and speculation.

EQ

Nevertheless, we now address 
the need to have a balanced 
approach to emotions vis-a-vis 
reason. the bible clearly teaches 
us to love god with our ‘hearts, 
souls, mind and strength’; that is, 
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with our emotions, wills, intellect 
and bodies. So, we should not 
disregard the mind because of 
emotions or on the contrary 
ignore the emotions because of 
excessive emphasis on reason.

We find that books, articles 
and research papers in the 
marketplace, have moved from 
intelligence Quotient (iQ) to 
emotional Quotient (eQ) and 
now on to Social Quotient (SQ). 
The world is not just fixated on 
the mind, but is now giving due 
importance to the emotional 
as well as relational life of the 
individual. the church should be 
in a strong position to guide the 
world towards a proper balance 
for all of these.

Jared C. Wilson engaged on 
this issue of imbalance in a 
series of tweets a year ago: “We 
like strong personalities, fiery 
pulpiteers, theologically rigorous 
thinkers. And then we’re shocked 
when they don’t know how to 
speak to a man struggling with 
same-sex attraction, a woman 
struggling in her marriage, etc. 
they’re awkward, unrelational, 
unempathetic…

“it’s why we must insist that our 
pastors actually be pastors, with 
preacher/theologian a subset of 
that office. Low EQ pastors do 
untold damage because they see 
the church as an audience or a 
followership, not as a flock to be 
cared for…

“And personality type has 
almost no bearing on this. many 
introverted pastors are great in 
counselling/visitation/discipling 
and many extroverted pastors are 
terrible. it’s not about introvert/
extrovert—it’s about emotional 
intelligence. the ability to 
empathise, relate, connect.”

A Biblical View On Emotions

Scripture reveals a god who 
grieves, rejoices, gets angry, loves 
and hates – he is a god who is not 
ashamed to express his emotions. 
We have been made in his image 
and therefore as image bearers 
we also are emotional beings. 
So, we should not in any way be 
ashamed of having and displaying 
our emotion in a fitting way. We 
need to do away with the image 
of the impassive, unaffected 
pastor, bible teacher or leader as 
the ideal.

Now, our beliefs impact our 
emotions. if we strongly believe 
in the truth that “in all things, 
god works for the good of those 
who love him” we can respond 
with emotions that don’t drag us 
down easily. on the other hand, 
if our beliefs are superficial, we 
will find ourselves buffeted by 
everything that happens around 
us – even very small insignificant 
events. So, if our belief is deeply 
embedded in our souls, if 
someone praises something we 
have done, we would experience 
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a deep sense of gratitude to god 
who gave us the gift and ability 
to do it well. While, if our belief 
is only superficial, for the same 
event-and-appreciation we would 
gloat with unhealthy pride.

Similarly, if an unpleasant event 
happens, if we are anchored in 
Christ, we will respond with 
appropriate sadness. but, for a 
person who has no assurance in a 
god ‘who always works all things 
for our good’ despair or bitterness 
could be the result.

Dr. Bob Kellemen in an article 
on emotional intelligence says, 
“our external situation plus our 
internal perception/belief lead 
to our emotional response.” he 
puts it very neatly in a set of 
equations .
Negative situation + biblical belief 
= Legitimate painful emotion 
(sorrow, sadness, etc.)
Negative situation + unbiblical 
belief = illegitimate painful 
emotion (hatred, despair, etc.)
positive situation + biblical belief 
= Legitimate positive emotion 
(joy, peace)
positive situation + unbiblical belief 
= illegitimate painful emotion 
(pride, self-sufficiency, etc.)

A good biblical example is King 
Saul – he was upset when he 
heard the women of israel sing 
“Saul has slain his thousands, and 
David his ten thousands.” instead 

of being grateful to god for giving 
him a courageous leader in David 
(legitimate emotion), he became 
jealous (illegitimate emotion) 
of his success. this turned 
into wickedness and literally 
murderous rage on his part.

Emotions – Living Them

So, then, how do we handle our 
emotions? Firstly, we need to 
become aware of our emotional 
response to a situation. Self-
awareness is the starting point 
of emotional intelligence. then 
we should analyse whether it 
is a god-honouring emotional 
response or otherwise. it may be 
an aspirational emotional quality 
or otherwise; so, it may not be 
in line with traditional Christian 
expectations which include calm, 
hopeful, glad, etc. in the gospel 
of mark, we see Jesus in the 
synagogue where there was a 
man who had a withered hand. 
his detractors were watching 
to see if he would heal on the 
Sabbath. Jesus brought the man 
forward and asked whether it 
was lawful to do good or harm on 
the Sabbath. but they remained 
silent. he looked at the people 
with anger and was grieved. We 
can be certain that this was the 
correct emotional response to 
the situation. A person who seeks 
to honour god will get angry, 
will grieve and should express 
displeasure. So, god-honouring 
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does not mean tame, tepid 
emotions only.

finally, we need to bring 
our emotions before god and 
surrender them to him to make 
the most of it – either to correct us, 
encourage us, guide us or prepare 
us for some further action.

A final question: should 
emotions be the basis for making 
decisions? Again, we could go 
to extremes in this matter. We 
should not make decisions, only 
led by emotions. the Jesuits have 
a saying that ‘when emotions are 
high, rational thinking is low’. 
but that does not mean that we 
throw our emotions into the 

waste bin as if it is from the devil. 
primarily, the basis for all choices 
should lie within the boundaries 
drawn by god’s word. then we 
allow the holy Spirit to guide us in 
the dynamic interplay of reason, 
emotions, circumstances and even 
dreams-visions, if god so grants.

What finally matters is whether 
we have laid all our reasoning, 
emotions and our situation at the 
feet of our god who cares!

Cyril Georgeson  
lives in Mumbai and is 

an apologist, teacher 
and writer.
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NOTES ALONG 
THE JOURNEY

THE WIDOW’S MITE
OBY CHERIAN

this sin of the young men 
was very great in the 
Lord’s sight, for they 

were treating the Lord’s offering 
with contempt” (1Sam.2:17).

We want to avoid any criticism 
of the way we administer this 
liberal gift (2Cor.8:20).

i remember hearing about a 
domestic helper who gave almost 
half a month’s salary towards 
a ministry. She was a poor lady 
who could not even have afforded 
to give one fifth of that amount. A 
few years later, i heard about the 
head of that same organisation 
leading a luxurious life going 
about in a benz car. perhaps his 
source for his personal expenses 
may have been from a different 
source. i am nobody to judge.

Another time, a friend attended 
a conference in Switzerland, 
sponsored by a Swiss organisation. 
the leader of the meeting told 
them during breakfast one day, 
“You might think that this event is 
made possible by donations from 
rich people, many of them Swiss 
bankers. but that is not true; we are 
able to run by small contributions 
from ordinary people who have 

had to sacrifice to contribute 
towards the cause.” my friend has 
always remembered this and felt 
grateful for the opportunities he 
enjoyed because of the generosity 
of ordinary people, people whom 
he had never met.

this makes me think of the 
people in leadership positions 
in our Christian organisations 
that receive donations or even 
those that get their income from 
services provided. how careful we 
must be in using these resources! 
for all we know, in god’s eyes, 
one ten-rupee note among the 
heap may be worth more than 
all the big denominations put 
together – all because of where it 
came from.

the other thing is about our 
own contributions. the Lord 
did not say, “i am unhappy with 
the poor widow because she 
did not have the sense to know 
that the temple administrators 
were a band of thieves” (as Jesus 
said in mk.11:17). he did not go 
up to the woman and say, “hey 
lady! Next time don’t put your 
valuable money in the temple. 
i happen to know that there is 
a lot of misappropriation going 
on. instead, give it to someone in 
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your own village.” our Lord only 
looks at the heart with which we 
give and the love for him that 
prompted the gift.

So, if you have given of your 
time or money to some cause 
and you find that it was wasted, 
don’t give it another thought. 
the Lord has taken note and it 
matters to him. from the time it 
left our hands, and if we had no 
say in its use subsequently, leave 
it to him and forget about it. this 
in no way absolves us from the 
responsibility of using wisdom 
and discernment in how we 
donate our resources. they are 

his when it’s in our hands and 
when it is given away. Your gifts 
are precious to him, but your love 
is what he really wants.

“but a poor widow came and put 
in two very small copper coins, 
worth only a few cents. Calling 
his disciples to him, Jesus said, 
‘truly i tell you, this poor widow 
has put more into the treasury 
than all the others’” (mk.12:42-
43).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a consultant urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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Don’t Waste Their Mistakes... Learn From Them

THE KING WHO REIGNED FOR ONLY SEVEN DAYS

CHARACTER 
STUDY

 VIJAY THANGIAH

CHARACTER:  
ZIMRI

MEANING:  
mountain sheep, 
courageous and mighty

PRONUNCIATION: 
‘ZIM’ + ‘ry’

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
1Kgs 16:8-20

BACKGROUND
In the biblical text, Zimri is introduced as the military commander who led 

half of the chariotry in the army of Elah, king of Israel.

Zimri became king of Israel for only 7 days. Thirteen verses are dedicated to Zimri and 
eight verses to Omri the next king of Israel whose tenure was for 12 years.

MAIN LESSONS 
1. It is not outward goodness that matters but inward purity. Zimri 
was a servant or a slave of Elah. He was supposedly a good slave, 
because Elah the king had entrusted him with half of his chariots. 

But instead of being grateful to the king for what he has been entrusted with, he was 
treacherous to the king and stabbed him in the back. It is easy to appear good to people 
but have ulterior motives
2. Zimri seized opportunities to do wrong instead of right. Zimri plotted against Elah. 
Whether the plot was long drawn or on the spur of the moment is not revealed to us. 
Zimri knew that the king would be getting drunk in his friend’s home. Instead of protecting 
the king, he used this opportunity to scheme and kill Elah when he knew that he would 
be powerless to do anything to him.
3. Zimri was an ambitious person. Zimri had ambition to become the king. Even though 
it is not wrong to be ambitious, the method that Zimri used to get that position was 
despicable. He betrayed the trust that was shown to him. “It is not fitting for a fool to live 
in luxury – how much worse for a slave to rule over princes” (Prov.19:10).
4. God’s purposes still prevail. God used this situation to fulfil His purpose. The prophet 
Jehu had prophesied the destruction of Basha’s family. Zimri fulfilled it by wiping out the 
entire family of Basha. Man tries to fulfil his own purposes for his advancement, but God 
uses even these mistakes to fulfil His purpose.
5. Human aspirations without God’s sanctions lead to disaster. . Seeing that the 
city was taken, Zimri went into the citadel of the palace and set it on fire thereby killing 
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himself also (1Kgs.16:15-18). Zimri died because he dethroned God the true King and 
followed the idolatrous ways of Jehoram king of Israel (v.19).
6. The terrible legacy of Zimri. Long after Zimri died, his name became a derisive byword 
for one who kills his master. In 2 Kings 9:31 we read about Jezebel calling Jehu – Zimri, 
murderer of the master.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Describe a modern day Zimri. 
2. You reap what you sow. How is this principle seen to be true in the life 

of Zimri?

APPLICATION QUESTIONS
1. What are some ungodly ambitions?
2. How do you show your gratitude to God for all that He has done for you?
3. Promotion comes from the Lord. Have you seen this to be true in your 

life?

MEMORY VERSE
“For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west, nor from the 
south. But God is the judge: he putteth down one, and setteth up another” 
(Psa.75:6-7).

Vijay Thangiah 
 is a Bible teacher and the former 

National Executive Director of 
India Youth For Christ.
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After two days of just lying 
there in pain, some workers 
found her and put her on a 
makeshift cot and loaded her 
into their jeep and drove 150 
miles over deep rutted roads 
to find a doctor who could 
set the broken bones. But the 
very bumpy ride damaged 
her bones so badly that her 
hip never completely healed. 
He says, “I visited my mother 
in her mud-covered hut 
several weeks after all of this 
happened. I watched as she 
took two bamboo crutches 
that she had made herself, 
and moved from one place 
to another with her feet just 
dragging behind because 
she had lost all feeling in 
them.” He says, “At age 75, 
with a broken hip, unable 
to stand on her own two 
legs, I thought that I made a 
pretty intelligent suggestion. 
I suggested that she retire.” 
He says, “She turned around 
and looked at me and said, 
‘What value is that? If we try 
to preserve this body just a 
few more years and it is not 
being used for God, of what 
value is that?’ So she kept on 
working. She kept on riding 
her donkey to villages until 
she was 93 years old... And 
she continued to tell people 
about Jesus Christ until she 
died at age 95.”

5. Caleb experienced what God 
had promised!

 He climbed the mountains 
and he defeated the giants 
– he claimed his possession. 
The name of the place Caleb 
inherited used to be called 
Kirjatharba (city of the four 
giants). Now it was named 
Hebron (seat of association 
or fellowship). Caleb refused 
to quit until he had obtained 
everything the Lord had for 
him! He refused to stop until 
he had obtained that place of 
fellowship with God.

 Where are you in your 
personal walk with the 
Lord? Have you entered into 
your victory, or are you still 
wandering around in the 
wilderness struggling day 
to day? God has a place of 
peace and power for you, but 
you must be willing to claim 
your possession. It isn’t for 
the faint-hearted, but it is for 
the faith-hearted. 

 Half-hearted Christians are 
faint-hearted Christians, and 
they never learn to conquer 
the giants in their lives.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.

Christian family invites a suitable marriage proposal for their son 
aged 40 yrs. height 5.8 ft. god fearing, fair good looking, sound 
Christian values. m.b.b.S. (b.U), m.p.h.  Working and also doing his 
ph.D.at U.S.A. Desiring suitable girl should be in U.S.

please contact with recent photos and with all details to  
email iD. believers4748@yahoo.com

PRAYER 
Lord, let me not be like Zimri, using manipulations and killings to reach to 
the top. Help me to trust in You and work hard doing the right things and 
see You lifting me up in due time. Amen

3. The harvest is larger than the seeds sown and the harvest time much longer than the 
time of sowing.  How is this principle seen to be true in the life of Zimri?

MATRIMONIAL
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200 Asia Bibis In Jail

(CH): the son of a pakistani 
governor who was killed for his 
support of Christian Asia bibi 
says he too supports the mother 
who was wrongly charged with 
blasphemy. Shaan taseer’s father, 
governor Salmaan taseer, was 
shot and killed in 2011 by one 
of his bodyguards after he said 
he supported bibi. “my father as 
the governor at the time said, ‘No, 
not on my watch. i will not let 
this injustice take place for this 
woman, not when i am governor,’” 
taseer said.

“While Asia bibi – the world’s 
most famous prisoner victim of 
blasphemy is a free woman – i 
want you all to know that there 
are 200 Asia bibis in jail accused 
of blasphemy law in pakistan 
today and these are only the 
reported cases.”

Ebola-Surviving Doctor  
Returning To Africa

(CH): the Christian medical 
doctor who contracted the ebola 
virus in Africa while treating 
patients with the deadline disease 
says he is returning to continue 
God’s work. Kent Brantly made 
national headlines in 2014 when 

he nearly died after contracting 
the virus in Liberia. he was 
flown back to the United States, 
where he recovered. brantly and 
other ebola doctors were time’s 
persons of the year in 2014.

brantly, his wife and their two 
children (ages 8 and 10) will 
move to Zambia this fall to serve 
at a mission hospital. “it’s been 
five years of emotional healing 
and spiritual healing and growth,” 
brantly, 38, said. “i think we’ve 
grown and been equipped in ways 
during these five years that we were 
not before we went to Liberia.”

“right now, i think that means 
moving my family to Zambia 
to serve at a Christian mission 
hospital – to serve the poor and 
have compassion for the people 
in need and to participate in 
god’s work of making all things 
new and fixing the broken things 
in this world,” brantly said. he 
added, “We’re trusting that god 
has opened the doors, and he’ll 
pave the way.”

China Teaching Children To 
Hate God

(CH): Children in China’s primary 
schools are now being taught that 
belief in god is abnormal and that 
parents who are religious should 
not be trusted, according to a 
report out of the country. the new 
direction is part of the country’s 
crackdown on Christianity. 

News
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even before, government 
leaders viewed religion with 
scepticism. essentially, schools are 
grooming children to be atheists, 
teaching them that religion is 
“Xie jiao,” a Chinese expression 
that references anything that 
is heterodox and should not be 
trusted. Children are taught to 
oppose their religious relatives 
and that believing in god is 
abnormal.

Religious Freedom Summit

(RNS): trump administration 
officials announced a new alliance 
with U.S. partners focused on 
religious freedom and new 
sanctions against foreign military 
officials supporting countries the 
U.S. considers to be instigators of 
religious persecution.

the developments were among 
the highlights of the last day of the 
State Department’s ministerial 
to Advance religious freedom. 
foreign ministers also took 
turns stating ways their nations 
are working to affirm religious 
liberty. that followed two days of 
meetings where survivors shared 
their stories of persecution 
with some of the almost 900 
religious leaders and activists in 
attendance.

before a gathering of 
representatives of 106 countries, 
Secretary of State mike pompeo 
announced plans to create the 

international religious freedom 
Alliance.

“We hope that this new vehicle 
– the first-ever international body 
devoted to this specific topic – 
will build on efforts to date and 
bring like-minded countries 
together to confront challenges of 
international religious freedom,” 
he said. “it will provide a space 
for the work that we do here to 
flourish throughout the year.”

Christians #1 Persecuted 
Religious Group 

(CBN): An independent report 
by the british government 
says Christians are the most 
persecuted religious group in the 
world, and that persecution is still 
on the rise. the report found a 
variety of factors behind the anti-
Christian oppression, including 
aggressive nationalism and a rise 
of islamic extremism. the report 
recommends the UK government 
should be prepared to impose 
sanctions against countries that 
persecute Christians. 

Restrictions On Religion 
Increasing

(AP): government restrictions on 
religion have increased markedly 
in many places around the 
world, not only in authoritarian 
countries but also in many of 
europe’s democracies, according 
to a report surveying 198 
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countries. the report also seeks 
to document the scope of religion-
based harassment and violence. 
regarding the world’s two largest 
religions, it said Christians were 
harassed in 143 countries and 
muslims in 140.

52 governments, including 
those in russia and China, impose 
high levels of restrictions on 
religion up from 40 governments 
in 2007. the middle east and 
North Africa had the highest 
level of government restrictions 
on religion, followed by the 
Asia-Pacific region. However, it 

said the biggest increase was in 
europe, where the number of 
countries placing restrictions 
on religious dress – including 
burqas and face veils worn by 
some muslim women – rose from 
five to 20.

globally, among the 25 most 
populous countries, those with 
the highest level of government 
restrictions were China, iran, 
russia, egypt and indonesia, the 
report said. the lowest levels of 
restriction were in South Africa, 
Japan, the philippines, brazil and 
South Korea.
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The digital version of the magazine is available as a PDF 
document, which is an exact copy of the print version. The 
document will be password protected and placed for download 
on the Light of Life web site at www.lightoflife-india.com/dm/
dm.html at the beginning of each month. 

The password will be intimated to the subscribers each month 
by e-mail. The document will be available on the site for that 
month and will be replaced by the latest issue each month.

Quite a few subscribers have switched over to the digital 
version of the magazine, and we understand that they are happy 
with the clarity and presentation of its contents. Moreover, this 
eliminates the problem of non-delivery of the magazine by the 
postal staff.

We request you to share this information with your relatives 
and friends, the youngsters in particular, and encourage them to 
subscribe for the digital version of the magazine. Thank you.

The current subscription rate is Rs.200 per year. You can 
subscribe by electronic bank transfer to Light of Life savings 
bank account No.003601021256 (IFSC Code ICIC0000036) 
in the Maratha Mandir Branch of ICICI Bank, followed by 
intimating the details by e-mail to

lightoflife1@rediffmail.com or lightoflife2777@gmail.com
Or, you can send the subscription through cheque/DD, drawn 

in favour of Light of Life Magazine, to 21 YMCA Road, 
Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400 008; but it is important that you 
send us your e-mail as well as postal address.

Editorial Board

Digital Magazine
Light of Life
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