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LETTERS

YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 
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The Joy Of An Honest Believer

As i was reading the Light of Life 
July issue, i was deeply moved by 
the articles, ‘two Covenants’ by 
Lily Abraham and ‘the disciple 
and his walk by faith’ by imanuel 
g. Christian.

in the case of an unregenerate 
heart, the spirit is dead and it can 
neither relate to god nor can it 
understand the things of god in 
such people. it is either the body 
or the mind which controls the 
whole person. in today’s world, 
more and more people seem to 
be body-controlled than mind-
controlled or Spirit-controlled. 
but when a person is born 
again, of the holy Spirit, he gets 
a new spirit, so that god can 
communicate with him through 
his Spirit, who indwells him. this 
new spirit then communicates 
with our minds and in turn, our 
mind controls our bodies. thus, 
our whole being comes under the 
control of the holy Spirit. for such 
people, obedience to a loving god 
becomes a joy not a burden.

in the second case, “faith is 
being sure by what we hope for 
and certain of what we do not see” 
(heb.11:1). this means walking 
by faith and not by sight. man 
does not and cannot know his 
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future with certainty and he may 
make certain assumptions, and 
does not enter into any situation 
with the fear of uncertainty, but 
uses parts of the uncertainty 
of life to change our focus from 
fear to complete trust in god and 
from here and now, to eternal 
perspective, rooted and built up 
in him.

further, even paul, in his letter 
to the philippians, stresses, his 
experience to know the power of 
his resurrection, “i have thrown 
away everything to gain the Lord 
Jesus for an everlasting life with 
him in joy” (3:12,13).

what a joy for an honest 
believer to experience the above 
two articles in action and spirit to 
reach home for an everlasting life 
with our Lord forever!

P. D. Arthur Prasad,  
Bengaluru, Kar.

A Fine Article

thankful to francis Sunder raj 
for his fine article, ‘Excellence 

in character’ (Light of Life July 
2018). indeed, god the Almighty, 
to whom none can be compared, 
made the seen and unseen in 
all wisdom, including human 
beings whom he made in his 
own image. Jesus, god’s eternal 
Son, completed in excellence 
the task of redemption as god 
the father planned. those who 
heard him said, “No one has ever 
spoken like this ..,” and when he 
silenced the storm, “...even the 
wind obeys him!” All that that 
god’s Son did was excellent. As 
the author pointed out, integrity 
is not an easy road and, even 
in the religious circles, it is 
necessary that we emphasise 
this. Also, accountability cannot 
be ignored. thanks for the 
relevant illustration of Sister 
maria.

thanks to francis Sunder raj. 
may god grant him long life to 
continue to serve him.

W. G. Kunder, Vasai, 
Maharashtra
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Editorial

WHERE ARE YOU GOING, 
FAMILIES?

Aren’t families one of 
god’s greatest provisions 
for mankind? when god 

created man in his own image, 
one of the characteristics that 
he gifted to man was the ability 
to relate to others. ‘No man is an 
island’, as they say, and everyone 
recognises the need for others 
in their lives. of course, one of 
the reasons for creating families 
was to have children and the 
propagation of generations. but 
the more important goal was to 
meet the need to relate. After 
Adam was created and he had 
everything in the world to enjoy 
and nothing to trouble him, he was 
still found lacking in something. 
god saw that it was not good for 
him to be alone.  that was when 
he created eve and gave her to 
Adam, and it was after this that 
god could declare everything 
was very good! if we take some 
theological liberties just to make 
a point, we could say that eve too, 
had she been created first, would 

have found it hard to be alone, 
perhaps more so! Adam found 
what he needed to complete him 
when he met eve, and eve too 
got what she inherently longed 
for. why didn’t god create Adam 
and eve together, and why did he 
create Adam first and then Eve 
later, except to teach us that it is 
not good for man or woman to be 
alone? what emerges from this is 
that companionship is one of the 
greatest blessings from marriage 
and the resulting family set up.

what has happened over 
time is that, in many cases, 
companionship is not what people 
have looked for in marriage. when 
a man marries a woman because 
she gave a better ‘dowry’ than 
others (people have found ways 
of renaming this practice because 
it has become illegal), what would 
be his interest in her once he got 
the dowry? people get married 
with all kinds of other reasons 
too, such as to alleviate concerns 
about age, pressure from parents 
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Editorial
and fear of the stigma of remaining 
single, to have someone to take 
care of practical necessities and 
chores of life, to have someone 
to take care of them in their 
old age, to facilitate getting a 
visa or emigration to another  
country (!), to enhance one’s 
prestige in getting linked to a 
family of great repute, to improve 
business connections, and what 
not! what would happen to the 
relationship in such marriages 
once these goals are achieved, 
and what interest would such 
people have in family life?

what happens when a husband 
expects his wife to be ‘supportive’ 
of his ambition to become great 
in his work or ‘ministry’ and 
gets to be preoccupied with his 
work to the neglect of his wife 
and children? in a similar way, 
we can also see an increase in the 
number of wives who choose their 
career over their family, deciding 
to postpone having children until 
they are well settled in their work 
or have got their promotion, 
or passing on the bringing up 
of children to grandparents or 
servants. what happens when 
husbands and wives are virtually 
living in their own worlds and 
when they are together at home 
find it hard to bear with each 
other or interruptions from the 
children? Companionship seems 
to have gone out through the 
window!

it is an undeniable fact that 
life nowadays is not what it used 
to be a couple of generations 
ago. Now we have to bear with 
several practical constraints and 
challenges which contribute to 
the pressure of day-to-day life. 
especially in cities when nuclear 
families have to manage all the 
household responsibilities, take 
care of children, take long and 
exhausting commutes to work, 
handle work pressures coming 
from corporate competition 
and greed and even the need 
to survive, and then take on 
spiritual responsibilities in the 
church, the fast pace of life can 
become unmanageable many 
times. these practical demands 
that husband and wife face are 
sometimes beyond their ability 
to overcome. in such cases, how 
much mutual understanding and 
support they give to and get from 
each other will determine if they 
will survive or break down. but it 
is very sad when people are not 
even aiming for companionship 
and especially when they take out 
their frustrations on each other!

in some cases, the relationship 
has become merely functional, 
where each one takes a share 
of practical responsibilities. 
Things seem to be going fine as 
far as others can see. but what is 
missing is that the couple is not 
enjoying their relationship or 
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cherishing it, but even beginning 
to consider it as a burden!

in many cases, life has become 
a daily battle of words where 
each one points out where the 
other is lacking, each trying to 
force the other to change so 
that their own life can become 
more comfortable. they have 
not learned to overcome their 
selfishness and self-centredness 
or to recognise the blessing that 
their spouse is to them. this may 
even lead to different forms of 
abuse.

in many families, one sad thing 
that we observe is that the fathers 
have left all the responsibility for 
children to the mothers. it is not 
an exaggeration to say that some 
fathers do not even know which 
class their child is studying in, 
which subject he has difficulty 
with, who his friends are, what 
troubles he is facing at school, 
etc.! in sending their wives to 
work in order to increase their 
earnings, some husbands do not 
realise the extra responsibility 
they have imposed on their 
wives to manage their home 
as well as their work! they sit 
like maharajas in their homes, 
watching tV or the computer, 
saying that they have to relax 
after their hard day’s work! 
Companionship does not seem to 
be in the picture at all!

Some pastors seem to be 
chauvinistic in their understanding 
of scripture when they relate 
man to woman. they point out 
that eve was created as a helper 
for Adam (and not the other 
way)! they place women always 
in a supportive role towards men 
and do not see any incongruence 
there when they consider the 
balance of scripture. the bible 
tells husbands to love them and 
show it by giving themselves 
to their wives (eph.5:25)! A 
husband or a father who does not 
take responsibility for the family 
cannot assume authority over 
it too. isn’t it when he shows his 
love in taking responsibility for 
the family that he gains respect 
from his wife and helps her in 
submitting to his authority?

Some wives, on the other hand, 
imagine that the whole duty of 
their husbands is to make them 
happy! That is how they define a 
husband’s love. then they make 
sure that they let their husbands 
know without fail whenever 
they come short! Some of them 
are unable to understand the 
pressures their husbands are 
facing at work, and they become 
unrealistic in demanding that 
their husbands make changes in 
their work as if it was entirely up 
to them!
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Jacob Ninan 

think of how family life would 
be if husband and wife saw 
themselves as companions for 
life whom god has gifted to each 
other! it would start by looking 
for someone to marry who would 
be a good companion, with 
whom one can grow together. 
once they are married, it would 
go on to sharing more of their 
lives with each other as they 
get to know each other, sharing 
life’s joys and sorrows, facing 
challenges together as a team, 
raising up children together and 
enjoying watching them grow 
up from infancy to adulthood, 
and supporting each other as 
they serve god in the church and 
society.

they may have come together 
from different family backgrounds, 
with differences in personality, 
educational levels, abilities, skills, 
etc. but now they can learn to work 
together in partnership, bringing 
synergy into their relationship 
by complementing each other 
and bringing out together more 
than what they could have 
accomplished by themselves. this 
is a skill that has to be cultivated 
by deliberately learning to accept 
and then accommodate each 
other’s differences, contributing 
one’s strengths to compensate 
for the other’s lacks, and bearing 

with and forgiving each other 
when imperfections show up in 
different ways!

As they work on understanding 
each other better so that they 
can be understanding towards 
each other, they each find the 
other as someone to exchange 
ideas in order to formulate their 
thoughts and plans, as supports 
to lean on and to get comfort and 
encouragement when no one else 
understands them, and as a joint 
team in raising children.

of course, things like this don’t 
happen automatically just because 
one desires them. but just think 
what a difference it will make in 
one’s family life if companionship 
becomes the goal towards which 
both spouses strive! when they 
think of each other, when they 
listen to each other because 
they realise they have need to 
receive from each other, when 
they talk together about their 
struggles, their ambitions, their 
observations – if only they could 
keep in mind that they are heirs 
together (companions) of the 
grace of life (1pet.3:7 KJV)!
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how to’ books are the 
most popular kind 
that sells everywhere. 

people want to learn skills on 
their own. the devil once made 
a ‘how to’ offer to our Lord. Since 
Christ’s mission was to turn the 
world into the kingdom of god, 
he would give him an easy way to 
do that. No one else would know 
that Christ had compromised and 
chosen another way. All Jesus 
had to do was to bow down and 
worship the devil momentarily 
and afterwards go back to god’s 
agenda (matt.4:8-9).

Temptation In Worship

the english word ‘worship’ 
captures the essence of what is 
involved in worship. it is derived 
from the old word weorthscipe, 
meaning ‘worthship’. whatever 
we consider worthy of our 
time and energy and what we 
pursue with eagerness is what 
we worship. that is why this 
temptation came to Christ Jesus. 
he was like us humanly. he faced 
our temptations. the temptation 
to pursue a goal at any cost came 
to him as it comes to all of us. the 

TRUE WORSHIP
Worship is to see God as Father, approach Him in Jesus’ name, 

and let His Spirit blow through our lives.

KURUVILLA CHANDY goal of our lives is all important 
to us. what we want or seek is in 
a sense what we worship. there 
are many goals that we have at 
different periods of our lives, 
but the ultimate goal is what we 
worship, without knowing it.

our Lord overcame this 
temptation by harking back to 
what the word of god said (v.10). 
we too must go back to the bible 
if we are going to discover the 
truth about life and its meaning. 
when it comes to what we usually 
call worship, the question is not 
“what did my ancestors do” or 
“what does my group do.”

there was a woman whom 
Jesus engaged in conversation. 
She had issues in her life because 
of her lifestyle and the ostracism 
she was subjected to. She tried to 
make the issue a matter of what 
her ancestors and her people 
did in contrast to what was done 
by the people group that Jesus 
belonged to. She told Jesus, “Your 
people say that worship should 
happen in Jerusalem, my people 
from my ancestors down have 
been worshipping on this mount” 
(Jn.4:20).
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Who?
in answering the woman, the 

first thing that Jesus said was 
that true worship was worship 
of the father (v.21). before we 
figure out the ‘how to’ of worship, 
we must decide whom we will 
worship.

our Lord’s referring to god as 
‘father’ was totally revolutionary. 
in fact, Jesus did not use the 
formal word ‘father’ but the word 
that little children used for their 
father, the Aramaic word Abba. 
when the disciples asked to be 
taught to pray, the first thing 
Jesus said was, “when you pray, 
say, Abba…” (Lk.11:1-2). paul was 
so astonished, rather shocked, that 
he felt that he had to preserve the 
original word in Aramaic even when 
he wrote letters in greek to gentile 
converts (rom. 8:15;gal.4:6).

Where?

After clarifying that worship has 
to be all about Abba, Jesus said that 
there would come a time when 
people would neither worship 
on the mount, nor in Jerusalem 
(Jn.4:21). that is because god is 
Spirit (v.24), without a body. god 
is not earthbound. he transcends 
everything of the earth. the 
problem with having worship 
places is that people end up 
putting god into a box. the whole 
earth is His. He is definitely not the 
one in need of a worship place.

the prophecy of our Lord that 
there would be a time when 
true worshippers would not 
worship in dedicated holy places 
was fulfilled when the early 
church converted commonplace 
homes into sanctuaries of god’s 
presence experiencing that 
where two or three or just a 
few were gathered Christ would 
be present (matt.18:20). they 
began to meet from ‘house to 
house’ (Acts.2:46;5:42). that 
wasn’t just at the beginning, but 
even as the church expanded 
into the gentile world (20:20; 
rom.16:5;Col.4:15;phil.2). Until 
the roman emperor Constantine 
got converted in AD 313 and 
Christianity became the religion 
of the empire, Christians didn’t 
have cathedrals and chapels. 
Still, the church existed without 
dedicated buildings because they 
met as house churches.

the church went back on 
Christ by building cathedrals 
and chapels. No doubt such 
structures are convenient to 
have. for one thing, the gathering 
is much larger than the number 
that can be accommodated in a 
home, and there are also definite 
advantages to meeting in large 
groups. it makes economic sense. 
overhead costs are cut down and 
a lot of money can be collected 
for various programmes and 
projects. but along with the vast 



13Light of Life September 2018

sums of money collected, the 
corruption of filthy lucre also 
entered churches.

but what if we found ourselves 
where the early church was? 
what would happen to the 
Christian community in india, if 
there came a time when churches 
and Christian institutions were 
all taken over by a totalitarian 
government?

when mao tse tung took over 
in China and expelled all foreign 
missionaries, they thought that 
the fledgling church would not be 
able to survive. however, when 
the bamboo Curtain opened up, 
the world discovered that the 
Chinese church had not just sur-
vived, but grown. While the ‘offi-
cial church’ aligned with the pow-
ers that be, true believers went 
underground and worshipped 
in New testament fashion ‘from 
house to house’ and the church 
grew spiritually and in numbers. 

Faith In What?

paul wrote that Christians 
who didn’t follow the ritual 
circumcision were indeed the 
ones in covenant with god 
(php.3:3). he said that if anyone 
could score points on ritualism, 
he would be the one (v.4), 
because he was “circumcised on 
the eighth day, of the people of 
israel, of the tribe of benjamin, a 
hebrew of hebrews; in regard 

to the law, a pharisee; as for 
zeal, persecuting the church; as 
for righteousness based on the 
law, faultless” (vv.5-6). however, 
for the sake of Christ he had come 
to count all those things as just 
rubbish (v.7). he preferred to gain 
Christ in exchange, “…because 
of the surpassing worth of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for 
whose sake i have lost all things. 
i consider them garbage, that i 
may gain Christ and be found in 
him, not having a righteousness 
of my own that comes from the 
law, but that which is through faith 
in Christ—the righteousness that 
comes from god on the basis of 
faith” (vv.8-9).

what is your faith in—in the 
rituals of your denomination or 
in Christ Jesus, the Saviour? New 
testament Christians converted 
everything in their lives into a 
sanctuary of the Lord’s presence. 
they converted their homes, wor-
shipping from house to house. 
they regarded their bodies to 
be the temple of god because 
the holy Spirit indwelt them 
(1Cor.3:16) and did not regard 
themselves as their own, having 
been bought with the enormous 
price of Christ’s blood (6:19-
20). each one was a living stone 
that went into building the true 
temple of god. they were all to-
gether a holy priesthood, offering 
spiritual sacrifices (1Pet.2:5)—
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not needing any priest to serve as 
mediator because Christ himself 
was their mediator (1tim.2:5).

Liberty In The Spirit

They fulfilled what Jesus said 
about offering ‘worship in the 
Spirit and in truth’ (Jn.4:23,24). 
they didn’t have man-made 
rituals.

our worship must not be 
manufactured by our own energy. 
true worship is a movement of 
the Spirit. it cannot be moulded 
by ritual. Jesus said, “flesh gives 
birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives 
birth to spirit. You should not be 
surprised at my saying, ‘You must 
be born again.’ the wind blows 
wherever it pleases. You hear its 
sound, but you cannot tell where 
it comes from or where it is going. 
So it is with everyone born of the 
Spirit” (3:6-8). the same greek 
word (pneuma) is used for Spirit 
and wind. we must allow the 
Spirit to blow away the mustiness 
of our rituals. paul confronted the 
Christians of galatia for replacing 
the Spirit with human rituals: “Did 
you receive the Spirit by the works 
of the law, or by believing what 
you heard? Are you so foolish? 
After beginning by means of the 
Spirit, are you now trying to finish 
by means of the flesh?” (3:2,3).

rituals required star perform-
ers. for early Christians, wor-
ship was not a spectator-event 
watched by the majority as a few 

performers took centre-stage. 
there was total congregational 
participation as all were contrib-
utors to worship. paul referred to 
each member having “a hymn, or 
a word of instruction, a revelation, 
a tongue or an interpretation…all 
[could] prophesy in turn so that 
everyone [could] be instructed 
and encouraged” (1Cor.14:26-
31). All the people contributed to 
the worship as they were moved 
by the Spirit.

Not Without Truth

the liberty of the Spirit must 
not be confused with our whims 
and fancies about worship. the 
Lord said that worship would 
combine the Spirit’s movement 
with the truth (Jn.4:23,24). truth 
is never vague. we cannot have 
an ‘anything goes’ attitude when 
we worship. truth is revealed 
and formulated by god. So, our 
worship has to be on god’s terms. 
the truth matters.

the ultimate truth of all worship 
is that Jesus is the ultimate 
revelation of god. he is the way 
to the father, the truth about 
the father, and embodies the life 
of the father (14:6). we cannot 
approach the father except 
through Jesus. in ourselves, we 
have no right to enter god’s 
presence and presume to call him 
father. we have a right only if we 
can say to god, “i have no right to 
approach You. i forfeited any right 
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to enter Your presence because i 
have sinned and rebelled against 
You and offended Your holiness. I 
dare to come to You, only because 
Jesus died for me. he paid the 
price for my redemption from sin 
and for my reconciliation with 
You. i come in Jesus’ name.”

that is what worship is. Seeing 
god as father, approaching 
Him in Jesus’ name, not offering 
anything shaped by our self or by 
a group, and not putting god in 
a box but letting his Spirit blow 
through our lives.

Totally Committed

“therefore, i urge you, brothers 
and sisters, in view of god’s 
mercy, to offer your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing 
to god—this is your true and 
proper worship” (rom.12:1). 
The idea of a ‘living sacrifice’ is a 
contradiction in terms. in the old 
testament order when anything 
was sacrificed, its throat was cut 
and blood spilt. in the end what 
was offered was dead. What does 
it mean to be a living sacrifice?

In 1956, five young men 
decided to go as missionaries 
to the unreached Auca indians 
in ecuador. Nate Saint, one of 
them, was a commercial pilot. 
Before the team went off, Wendy 
Collins, a Youth for Christ leader, 
was in a small plane with Nate. 
Collins asked him why Nate and 

his friends were going off to the 
jungles of ecuador when, given 
how talented all of them were, 
there was so much they could do 
in America. Nate said that he and 
his friends had “passed the point 
of no return.” he pointed to a mark 
on the fuel gauge and said that it 
was the point of no return. when 
a plane’s indicator is on that mark, 
it means that there is enough fuel 
to return to base. If the pilot flew 
on, he would not be able to return 
to base, but fly on and hope to find 
a safe landing place.

on January 8, 1956, before they 
had even shared the gospel, all 
five were speared to death. But 
their widows determined to go to 
the same fierce Auca Indians, and 
later on won the tribe to Christ. 
the story of these men and their 
widows is told in elizabeth elliot’s 
Through Gates of Splendour. (She 
was one of the widows.)

You and i may not be called to 
martyrdom. but we are called 
to be living sacrifices, called to 
pass the point of no return in 
our commitment to Christ with 
only one thing on our mind: to 
worship and serve god, whatever 
our calling in life might be.

Kuruvilla Chandy  
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miraculous gifts may not be 
present in a church. In such 
a situation, James said that 
anyone who is sick is to ask the 
elders of the church to anoint 
him or her and pray for healing, 
and the promise of God is that 
healing will come in answer to 
the prayer of faith (5:13-15). We 
need to have more faith about 
this promise and put it into 
practice among us.

We are indeed living in better 
days. If we were living in the 
time when Jesus was on the 
earth, we would have found 
Jesus “sent only to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel” 
(Matt.15:24). Or, like Martha and 

Mary discovered that just when 
someone was sick unto death, 
Jesus was not there (Jn.11:1-
44). We have the Holy Spirit in 
us and the Holy Spirit is more 
powerful than the spirits that 
inhabit the world (1Jn.4:4). The 
Holy Spirit will empower us 
to glorify Jesus, but we need to 
stop treating Him like a ghost. 
We have to stop ignoring Him. 
We need to let Him have His 
way with us in our lives and in 
our churches. 

Kuruvilla Chandy 
is Pastor of the Grace Bible 

Church, Lucknow.
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A most unlikely person – a 
Samaritan woman – was 
able to recognise Jesus as 

the long expected messiah. this 
fact eluded the pharisees, the 
learned scribes and Sadducees, 
who were sadly blind to the deity 
of Jesus.

in John 4:1 we read that the 
pharisees were not at all happy 
about the growing popularity of 
Jesus, and the increasing number 
of disciples being baptised. 
Jesus wisely moved away, and 
into Samaria – the last place a 
respectable Jew would choose to 
go.

weary with his journey, Jesus 
rested at Jacob’s well. it was about 
12 noon, not the customary time 
for women to draw water. Yet, the 
woman came to draw water from 
the well. She chose to come now 
since she was a social outcast, 
and her purpose was to avoid 
other women and their gossip.

Jesus initiated the conversation 
by asking for a drink of water. it 
was a good opening, because she 
was interested to know the source 
of living water that this stranger 
was offering freely. Jesus was well 

IS NOT THIS THE CHRIST?
Let us examine our lives for any ‘holier than thou’ attitude.

CHRISTIANA JOSEPH aware of her spiritual hunger and 
thirst, which only he, the messiah, 
could fulfil and quench. The living 
water was for her thirsty soul. but 
the woman had short-term goals 
– “if only i could get hold of this 
living water from this stranger, i 
need not come every day to this 
well and then i can avoid the 
stares and whisperings of the 
other women.”

Little did she realise that 
accepting the offer of the living 
water would give her a complete 
makeover – from the inside out, 
and she would be transformed 
into a totally different person. 
Now, she would not have to 
shun people or be embarrassed 
by their stares. Now, she would 
be a respectable woman, and 
she would in turn lead her 
entire village in this evangelical 
outreach.

She who had avoided people put 
her water pot down – forgetting 
her original errand, and ran into 
the city and excitedly proclaimed, 
“Come see a man who told me 
all things that i ever did. Could 
this be the Christ?” She was not 
ashamed to tell them that Jesus 
knew about her murky past, “You 
have had five husbands, and your 
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present man – why you are not 
even married to him!”

it is amazing to see that this 
non-Jew of the hated Samaritan 
mixed race, a woman, was aware 
of the coming of the messiah, and 
was excited to know that this 
friendly stranger was indeed the 
messiah. Surprisingly, the people 
of the city who had avoided 
her socially, believed her, and 
followed her to the well to meet 
him for themselves. John 4:39 
says, many of the Samaritans 
believed in him because of the 
word of the woman.

Source Of Living Water

the Samaritans came to the 
source of living water, and they 
were also able to recognise, “this 
is indeed the Christ, the Saviour 
of the world.” they invited Jesus 
to stay in their village. the 
disciples were shocked. Jesus 
had broken through all social 
protocols. he had entered a 
Samaritan village. Jesus had 
actually struck up a conversation 
with a woman, a Samaritan, and 
this had refreshed him so much 
he was no longer weary. he even 
refused the food the disciples had 
brought, “i have food to eat of 
which you do not know.” And here 
he was accepting an invitation to 
stay in a Samaritan village. the 
unthinkable had happened. Jesus 
stayed in a Samaritan house, 
broke bread with the Samaritans 

and enjoyed their fellowship and 
hospitality for two days! And 
what was the outcome?

many more of the Samaritans 
believed because of his own word. 
“we have heard him ourselves 
and know that this is indeed the 
Christ, the Saviour of the world.”

Jesus had just faced the hostility 
and rejection of the pharisees, 
when he stepped into this 
Samaritan city. it must have been 
a soothing and refreshing time to 
minister to open hearts, hungry 
souls, who could recognise and 
accept the Christ.

how many of us, even in our 
ministry, only mingle with the 
acceptable people, avoiding 
questionable characters even in 
our fellowships, not willing to 
get our hands soiled! even in our 
own groups, do we reject those 
who are not from ‘good families’? 
Spiritual nourishment, the food 
Jesus was speaking about, is not 
only through bible study and 
praying, but, more importantly, 
in doing god’s will and bringing 
the gospel message to the 
spiritually hungry. Jesus was able 
to recognise the field ready for 
harvest in that Samaritan village, 
and Jesus was available to enjoy 
the harvest.

Let us examine our lives for any 
‘holier than thou’ attitude. how 
many untouchables do we avoid 
in our lives? we are accountable to 
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god for the souls of those around 
us. how many ‘Samaritans’ in 
your life is Jesus reminding you 
of? Let us reach out and touch 
people, irrespective of who they 
are, without condemning or 
judging.

Christiana Joseph  
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noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 
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the olivet discourse Jesus 
had with his disciples, 
recorded in matthew 

24,25, mark 13 and Luke 21:5-37 
describes the events leading to 
his second coming. when Jesus 
entered Jerusalem for the last 
time in his life, he moved around 
in the temple complex along with 
his disciples, who pointed out to 
him its beauty. Jesus told them 
that not one stone would be left 
… everything would be thrown 
down (matt.24:2). to a Jew, 
the temple was sacred. he was 
proud of it. it was a symbol of 
Jewish pride. they were stunned 
and perplexed to hear about its 
destruction. hence, on reaching 
the mount of olives, they asked 
Jesus three questions about the 
same (matt.24:3).
a. when will this happen (the 

destruction of this massive 
temple)?

b. what will be the sign of Your 
coming?

c. what will be the sign of the 
end of the age?

in his reply, Jesus gave the signs 
only up to the time of his second 

THE OLIVET DISCOURSE
Jesus gives the signs up to the time of His second coming.

J. FREDRIC DAWSON coming. he did not answer the last 
question, except for a reference to 
the judgment in matthew 25. 

while the records of the 
signs by matthew and mark are 
similar, Luke adds a few more 
details. when read together, the 
interpretation becomes easy and 
coherent. it should be noted that 
all the answers to the questions 
are not given serially. we should 
also refer to other scriptural 
passages for a comprehensive 
understanding of the subject.

the signs given by Jesus till his 
second coming can be analysed 
with reference to three historical 
periods.
 i. from the time of Jesus to the 

destruction of the temple.
ii. from the destruction of the 

temple to the start of its 
rebuilding. 

iii. from the time of the start of 
the rebuilding of temple till the 
second coming of Jesus Christ.

Till The Destruction Of The 
Temple

Jesus starts telling about some 
signs in matthew 24:4-8 and 
Luke 21:8-11. however, he says, 
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in Luke 21:12-19, that before 
these happen, they will persecute 
the disciples. Thus, the first sign 
before the destruction of the 
temple is the intense persecution 
of the disciples of Jesus. the 
persecution of the disciples 
was the maximum from the 
time of ascension of Jesus till 
the destruction of the temple at 
Jerusalem, a period of about 35 
years. James, peter and paul were 
some of those who were martyred 
during this period, the last being 
paul around AD 68. finally, 
during the attack of Jerusalem in 
AD 70, by the roman authorities, 
the temple was destroyed, and 
more than a million Jews killed 
and the rest dispersed all over 
the world. thus, the prophecy of 
Jesus for this period has already 
been fulfilled.

To The Start Of Its Rebuilding

the signs given by Jesus 
(matt .24:4-8,10-14;mk.13:5-
8,10-13;Lk.21:8-11) will happen 
during this period. they are 
summarised as follows.
i. many will come in his name 

claiming to be Christ.
ii. wars and rumours of war.
iii. Nations will rise against 

nations and kingdoms against 
kingdoms.

iv.  famines.

v. earthquakes.
vi.  persecution of the children of 

god.
vii. preaching of false doctrines/

increased wickedness result-
ing in many faithful to fall.

viii. gospel will be preached in 
the whole world.

one important event that took 
place during this period, not 
recorded in the prophecies, was 
that of the construction of the 
muslim Dome of the rock and 
Al-Aqsa mosque over the ruins of 
the temple (earlier destroyed in 
AD 70) in AD 691 during the Arab 
rule of palestine.

many of these signs have been 
fulfilled in the last 2000 years and 
are continuing to be fulfilled. One 
significant sign which had been 
prophesied by other prophets, 
to which Jesus made an indirect 
reference in matthew 24:34, is the 
return of the dispersed Jews to 
their homeland from all over the 
world. this process was started in 
1948, when the new Jewish State 
of israel was formed under a UN 
resolution. though it stunned the 
world, it was indeed the first step 
towards rebuilding of the temple. 
this State was expanded after the 
conquest of israel in the war of 
1967. A part of israel is still under 
the occupation of the palestinians 
including east Jerusalem. 
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in addition to what Jesus Christ 
told about these events, Daniel 
too prophesied about the same 
(9:27). the Antichrist appears 
on the scene at the end of this 
period, makes a covenant with 
the Jews and allows them to 
rebuild the temple, but he will 
break the covenant after three 
and a half years. thus, at the 
end of this period, the Jews will 
start rebuilding the temple with 
the approval of the Antichrist. 
perhaps, the recent shifting of the 
capital of israel to Jerusalem by 
israel supported by trump may 
be a baby-step towards this.

To His Second Coming
(matt .24:15-31;mk.13:14-

27;Lk.21:20-28;Dan.9:27;12:1-
3;rev.11:1-14;12,13). regarding 
the ‘abomination that causes 
desolation’, i.e., the desecration 
of the Temple referred by Jesus, 
Daniel had referred to two such 
abominations, (one in 9:27, 
and another in 11:31). the 
abomination referred in 11:31 
was fulfilled in BC 168, when 
the greek conqueror, Antiochus 
epiphanes, built a pagan altar 
upon the sacred altar of the 
temple and offered on it a pig, 
which is detestable to a Jew. 
thus, what Jesus referred as the 
abomination in matthew 24:15 is 
the passage in Daniel 9:27. 

the events recorded in these 

passages will occur over a 
period of seven years, which are 
summarised as follows:
i. At the start of this period, 

the Antichrist will appear on 
the scene, make a covenant 
with the Jews and will allow 
them to rebuild the temple 
(Dan.9:27).

ii. But at the end of first half of 
the seven year period, he will 
rescind the contract, desecrate 
the temple (Dan.9:27). he will 
also allow the gentiles to take 
over the desecrated temple 
and will start the persecution 
of the Jews which is referred 
to as the great tribulation. 

iii. At the same time, a fight 
between the Satan and michael 
and his angels takes place in 
heaven and Satan is hurled to 
the earth (rev.12:7-9). Satan 
and his agent, the Antichrist 
rule the earth thereafter. they 
drive out the Jews from the 
temple and allow the gentiles 
to desecrate it. then the period 
of the great tribulation starts. 
false prophets belonging to 
Satan will appear and perform 
signs. two true witnesses 
of god also minister to the 
people and conflict between 
them and the Antichrist takes 
place (rev.11:3-12). Satan and 
his agents also persecute the 
Jews as well as the believers 
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in Christ during this period 
(rev.12:1-6,13-17;13).

iv. immediately after this period 
of distress, the sun will be 
darkened, the moon will not 
give light, stars will fall from 
the sky and heavenly bodies 
will be shaken. there will be 
earthquakes and people will 
fear and faint. (matt.24:29;  
mk.13:24,25;Lk.21:25,26; 
rev.11:13).

v. At the trumpet call of the 
angels, Jesus will appear in 
the cloud with power and 
great glory; the elect will 
be gathered from all over 
the world from one end to 
another, including those who 
were dead, to meet the Lord 
Jesus in the air and be with 
him forever (matt.24:30,31; 
mk.13:26,27;Lk.21:27;1thes.
4:16,17).

vi.  All nations of the earth will see 
him and mourn (matt.24:30). 
the prophet Zechariah 
had also predicted that all 
the tribes of the nation of 
israel will mourn when they 
recognise him whom they 
crucified (Zech.12:10-14).

Jesus’ Instructions To His 
Disciples

After giving these signs, Jesus 
continued the discourse, giving 
instructions to them as to what 

he expected them to do in the 
light of his return (matt.24:32-
25:30;mk.13:28-37;Lk.21:29-
36). 

the salient features of the same 
are:
i. he is sure to come again, 

as sure as how the summer 
comes when the twigs of the 
fig trees get tender and its 
leaves come out. 

ii. No one knows the exact time 
of his coming except the 
father. 

iii. Jesus wanted his disciples to 
keep a watch and be prepared 
for the event to happen any 
time. 

Conclusion

the next important visible 
event to take place in history 
is the rebuilding of the temple 
at Jerusalem with the arrival 
of the Antichrist. As Jesus has 
instructed, we should watch out 
and be prepared for these events. 
in the meantime, we should lead a 
holy and righteous life acceptable 
to him and wait patiently, without 
being swayed away by all kinds of 
irrelevant teachings.
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trouble! No one is 
immune to it. No one 
likes it. Achor means 

trouble– Valley of Achor, a valley 
of trouble. You may as well think 
of a volley of troubles; a valley full 
of troubles. As they say misery 
loves company!

when we think of the evils in the 
world, especially the suffering that 
many times we have to go through, 
sometimes it is without any fault 
of our own. but sometimes we 
go through troubles because of 
our own doing. the Valley of 
Achor is a geographical place. it 
got this name because this was 
where Achan, all his family and 
everything they owned were 
destroyed; they suffered the 
troubles of the worst kind, as 
far as the life on this earth was 
concerned.

the story is told in Joshua 
chapter seven. israel had 
miraculously conquered the 
city of Jericho without firing an 
arrow. Now they were facing the 
tiny town of Ai. “we can easily 

THE DISCIPLE AND THE 
VALLEY OF ACHOR

As we go through the Valley of Achor, we can trust Him who 
can turn it into the door of hope.

IMANUEL G. CHRISTIAN do it,” they thought. but instead 
of an easy and great victory, they 
suffered a great defeat, because 
there was sin in the camp. the 
sin of one person impacted the 
whole community; the nation 
suffered great defeat and one man 
with his entire family perished. 
“then all israel stoned him, and 
after they had stoned the rest, 
they burned them. therefore 
that place is called the Valley of 
Achor (valley of trouble) ever 
since (Josh.7:25,26). how one 
sin of one person can have such 
a devastating result, not just for 
him but for the whole nation! 
Seemingly ‘little’ sins can have 
major consequences.

but in taking us through the 
Valley of Achor god has a better 
and greater purpose than just the 
punishment of sin. for a child of 
god, punishment for sin is never 
a goal that god has in mind; but 
punishment with a purpose of 
higher and better relationship 
with himself. the other place 
where the Valley of Achor comes 
in the picture is in the book of 
hosea. hosea’s marriage with 
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gomer symbolises israel’s 
unfaithfulness and god’s undying 
love for his people. though israel 
has been repeatedly unfaithful 
to god, god welcomes her back. 
Surely there is punishment for 
sin, “i will punish her for the days 
she burned incense to baals. but 
me she forgot” (hos.2:13). 

Door Of Hope

but that is not god’s last word. 
he further says, “therefore, 
behold, i will allure her, and bring 
her into the wilderness, and 
speak tenderly to her. And there i 
will give her vineyards and make 
the Valley of Achor a door of hope. 
And there she shall answer as in 
the days of her youth, as at the 
time when she came out of the 
land of egypt” (hos.2:14,15). 
god ‘allures’ her (literally ‘speaks 
upon her heart’ NASb margin 
note), and purposefully leads 
her into troubled situation, 
sorrow and distress, so that he 
can take his people from the 
Valley of trouble to the door of 
hope – into a mature, healthy and 
joyful relationship with him. the 
purpose of the punishment for 
the child of god is not alienation, 
but reconciliation. by god’s grace, 
the Valley of trouble turns into 
the door of hope.

the third place where the Valley 
of Achor is mentioned in the bible 
is in the book of isaiah. in the last 
two chapters the prophet isaiah 

presents two opposite outcomes; 
one for the wicked and the other 
for the people of god; ultimate 
judgment for the wicked and 
the blessed hope for the people 
of god. god’s ultimate goal for 
taking his people through the 
Valley of Achor is, “See, i will 
create new heavens and a new 
earth. the former things will 
not be remembered, nor will 
they come to mind. but be glad 
and rejoice forever in what i will 
create, for i will create Jerusalem 
to be a delight and its people a 
joy” (isa.65:17,18). At this time, 
“Sharon will become a pasture 
for flocks, and the Valley of Achor 
a resting place for herds, for my 
people who seek me” (isa.65:10). 
the Valley of Achor, by god’s 
grace, turns into the door of hope 
(hos.2:14,15), that ultimately 
leads us into the resting place, 
our heavenly home, our ultimate 
joyful destination. in that context, 
paul writes, “i consider that our 
present sufferings are not worth 
comparing with the glory that will 
be revealed in us” (rom.8:18). 
that is the ultimate goal god has 
in mind as we pass through the 
Valley of Achor in this life. 

And as we walk through the 
Valley of Achor, god promises 
his presence with us taking us 
through safely, leading it into the 
door of hope and ultimately to his 
eternal home. As David says in 
that beloved psalm, “even though 



27Light of Life September 2018

i walk through the darkest valley 
of the shadow of death, i will fear 
no evil, for You are with me; Your 
rod and Your staff, they comfort 
me” (psa.23:4). 

there is one more Valley we can 
think of: the Valley of baca, the 
Valley of weeping. but even that, 
because of god’s grace and his 
constant presence with us, turns 
into joyful and strengthening 
experience. As the sons of Korah 
write, “blessed are those whose 
strength is in you, whose hearts 
are set on pilgrimage. As they 
pass through the Valley of Baca 
(weeping), they make it a place 
of springs; the autumn rains 
also cover it with pools. they go 
from strength to strength, till 
each appears before god in Zion” 
(psa.84:4-7).

So, as we go through the Valley 
of Achor, we can trust him who 
can turn it into the door of hope 
and will lead us to our joyful 
eternal home. And until then, 
his presence is with us and 
our weeping he can turn into 
strength. “for his anger lasts only 
a moment, but his favour lasts a 

life-time; weeping may stay for 
the night, but rejoicing comes in 
the morning” (psa.30:5).

In shady, green pastures,  
so rich and so sweet,  

God leads His dear children along;  
Where the water’s cool flow 
bathes the weary one’s feet,  

God leads His dear children along.

Some through the waters, some 
through the flood,  

Some through the fire, but all 
through the blood; 

Some through great sorrow, but 
God gives a song,  

In the night season and all the 
day long.

Sometimes on the mount where 
the sun shines so bright, 

God leads His dear children along; 
Sometimes in the valley,  

in darkest of night, 

God leads His dear children along 

(george A. Young, 1903)
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the concept of repentance 
known as penitence or 
feeling sorry about some 

evil deeds in life in this world 
and changing the mind is really 
important. to make Christian life 
acceptable before the Almighty 
god and to make our good deeds 
more fruitful, repentance plays a 
vital role. we need to know that 
repentance is the stepping stone 
to an ideal beginning of good 
Christian life.

We can find several instances 
of motivating and inspirational 
calling for repentance throughout 
the bible. All the prophets of the 
old testament from isaiah to 
malachi were sent by god with 
messages to repent for the people. 
John the baptist who came to 
the Judean desert prophetically 
preached, “Bear fruit that befits 
repentance” (matt.3:8). the Lord 
Jesus Christ started his ministry 
by preaching, “repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand” 
(matt.4:17). the bible shows that 
the lives of those who repent for 
their sins are saved and the lives 
of those who do not repent end 

REPENTANCE –  
A CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE

Repentance is a blessing and grace from God.

M. G. MATHEWS up in tragedy and destruction. 
the people of Nineveh were 
saved because they repented 
and turned to god. but the cities 
of Sodom and gomorrah were 
destroyed because the people 
residing there were great sinners 
and never repented for their sins.

the very purpose of the 
incarnation of Jesus Christ was 
to turn the people to repentance. 
Jesus said “i have not come to 
call the righteous, but sinners 
to repentance” (Lk.5:32). when 
a sinner really repents and feels 
sorry for his sins, he can enjoy 
the fruit of salvation. repentance 
is the gateway to salvation. Jesus 
taught us to consider repentance 
as valuable through his teachings. 
“take heed to yourselves; if your 
brother sins, rebuke him and if he 
repents, forgive him” (Lk.17:3). 
god will always forgive and never 
forsake those sinners who repent. 
if god is forgiving and accepting 
those who repent, we should 
also learn to ‘forget and forgive’ 
in our Christian life. Sin deprives 
the happiness to mankind and 
the only way to regain happiness 
is repentance. the bible tells us 
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“repent therefore, and turn again, 
that your sins may be blotted 
out, and times of refreshing may 
come from the presence of the 
Lord” (Acts.3:19). the greatest 
happiness in the life of those 
engaged in gospel work is seeing 
men coming to god. the apostle 
paul who experienced this 
happiness wrote, “i rejoice not 
because you were grieved, but 
because you were grieved into 
repentance” (2Cor.7:9). in the 
parable of the lost sheep, Jesus 
said, “i tell you there will be more 
joy in heaven over one sinner who 
repents” (Lk.15:7). Jesus gave 
much importance to repentance.

Repentance – A Divine Gift

repentance is a gift of god. one 
can live in the radiance of god’s 
glory only when a person really 
gets the gift of repentance from 
god. repentance is not limited by 
barriers of religion, community, 
caste or creed, but it is universal. 
the word of god clearly states: 
“And they glorified God, saying, 
‘then to the gentiles also god 
has granted repentance unto 
life’” (Acts.11:18). therefore, it 
should be clearly understood 
that repentance is the gift given 
by god.

What Is Repentance?

the realisation of the fact that 
one has really committed sin and 
sincerely feeling guilty and sorry 

about it later and turning to god 
can be the simple definition of 
repentance. there should be a 
firm decision of turning back 
from the sinful life and coming 
close to god. we cannot call the 
fear about the punishment for sin 
as repentance. it is the deepest 
feelings of sorrow of losing the 
goodness and the presence of 
god. Since god is the glorious 
abundance of goodness, those 
who reject goodness, reject 
god. Since god is light, those 
who reject god are immersed 
in darkness. when a person 
desires to be good and decides 
to reject sinfulness, repentance 
automatically takes place. 
biblically, it is called the change 
of mind. what actually happens 
here is a divine intervention. 
here it is not the sinner deciding 
that he will not commit sin again. 
god is changing the mind of the 
sinner in such a way that he 
does not sin again. therefore, 
the foundation of repentance is 
the process of change of mind 
through the power of god. there 
will not be any repentance or 
change of mind in the life of those 
who do not allow god to change 
their sinful lives. when a sinner 
confesses his sins, he humbly 
accepts these facts and requests 
god for his mercy and power. he 
also expresses his decision for the 
process of changing the mind and 
obtains the approval of god.
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we are expected to grow in 
Christ through repentance in 
our daily lives. Christian life can 
be compared to a long journey 
which cannot be completed in 
a day or a month or a year. our 
journey is life-long. we cannot 
achieve perfect holiness in life 
in a moment. internal impulses, 
human weaknesses and worldly 
attractions which can lead us into 
a wrong track are always around 
us. we are living in a carnal world, 
full of circumstances which can 
drag us away from god. in the 
midst of such circumstances, 
the only way to escape from the 
bondage of sin is to keep the 
brightness of repentance in our 
life.

Real Repentance

We find the real picture of 
repentance in the parable of 
the ‘prodigal Son’, presented 
by Jesus (Lk.15:11-32). Jesus 
systematically explains the 
various steps towards repentance 
in this parable.

1. Acceptance of mistakes. if 
one has to experience repentance, 
he has to accept that he was 
mistaken. one who says he cannot 
commit mistakes cannot have the 
feeling of repentance. the son, on 
coming back to his senses, realised, 
“how many of my father’s hired 
servants have bread enough and 
to spare, but i perish here with 
hunger” (Lk.15:17). Actually, he 

realised that what he had done 
was wrong and on account of his 
wrong deeds, he lost the goodness, 
benevolence and sympathy of 
the father. therefore, unless the 
sinner accepts his wrong deeds, 
he cannot rectify his mistakes.

2. Correct the mistakes when 
you realise them. the next step 
should be to take a firm decision 
to rectify it. the prodigal son said, 
“i will rise and go to my father” 
(Lk.15:18). if he had decided to 
continue to sit with pigs and tried 
to repent, he would never have 
been able to come back to the 
love of the father and happiness 
in his house. there are many 
people who really like to correct 
their mistakes. but since they are 
not able to come out of the sinful 
entanglement, they are unable to 
escape from the grip of sin.

3. To move away from sinful 
circumstances. the third step 
is to go away and avoid the sinful 
circumstances after taking the 
decision to repent. the prodigal 
son did the same thing, as he 
moved away from the sinful 
deeds repenting for the wretched 
consequences of his sin, he 
decided to come back to his father 
and ask for forgiveness.

4. Confessing the sins. A sinner, 
after accepting his mistakes, 
must confess his sins and ask for 
forgiveness. the son said, “father, 
i have sinned against heaven 
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and before you” (Lk.15:21). this 
heartfelt confession proved that 
his repentance was honest and 
true.

5. Restitution for sins. those 
who repent for their mistakes 
must realise that due to their 
mistakes if somebody had 
incurred any loss, he should be 
prepared to compensate for the 
loss. This we find in the story of 
Zacchaeus. Look at the amazing 
confession of Zacchaeus before 
Jesus, “behold Lord, the half of 
my goods i give to the poor, and 
if i have defrauded any one of 
anything, i restore it fourfold” 
(Lk.19:8). repentance cannot 
be complete without restitution. 

when repentance is complete, the 
person gets back the happiness, 
goodness and all what he has 
lost when he went astray, like the 
prodigal son.

repentance is a blessing and 
grace from god. Look at the 
penitent thief at golgotha, his 
heartfelt confession and repenting 
short prayer to Jesus, “Lord, 
remember me.” Jesus answered 
him and he could peacefully enter 
paradise with Jesus.

M. G. Mathews  
is consultant (HR), BNHS, 

a scientific research 
institution in Mumbai.
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the bible is very clear 
about our duty towards 
the deprived, the despised 

and the marginalised sections of 
humanity. the prophets of the old 
testament particularly stress the 
need for looking after the widows, 
orphans and the foreigners among 
us. when we come to the New 
testament, Jesus commences 
his ministry by proclaiming the 
Nazareth manifesto, by quoting 
the prophet isaiah (61:1,2). the 
emphasis in that proclamation is 
on the poor, the broken-hearted, 
and the captives, the blind and 
the oppressed. but by the time 
Jesus made that proclamation 
adding that, “today this scripture 
is fulfilled in your hearing,” a new 
set of people had been added to 
the marginalised sections, the 
Samaritans. we will concentrate 
on the Samaritans and how our 
Lord saw them and dealt with 
them.

The Samaritans

firstly, let us have a brief look at 
who these people were and how 

COMPASSION FOR THE 
MARGINALISED

The Good Samaritan remains as the icon of Christian behaviour 
at its best - humane, kind, compassionate, and self-sacrificing.

K. P. LUKE VYDHIAN they were related to the Jewish 
nation. we know that when the 
kingdom of israel was split into 
two after the reign of Solomon, only 
two tribes Judah and benjamin 
remained in the sothern kingdom 
with Jerusalem, David’s city, as 
their capital. the other ten tribes 
set up the northern kingdom 
with Samaria as their capital. it 
was the northern kingdom that 
disappeared from the map of the 
world first, when around 700 BC, 
the Assyrian empire conquered 
them and took them as exiles 
and captives. these exiles were 
settled in different parts of the 
empire. Simultaneously, people 
from other parts of the empire 
were brought in and settled in the 
former kingdom of israel.

Although the Law given by god to 
israel through moses commanded 
the people of israel to have no 
other God but Himself (the first 
among the ten Commandments), 
we know that they violated 
this command repeatedly and 
worshipped false gods. people of 
both kingdoms were guilty of this 
grievous sin, in spite of frequent 
exhortations from the prophets 
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to return to their own god. in 
this situation, the settlement 
of other people in their midst 
made the situation worse for the 
people of Samaria. the people 
of israel, who escaped the exile, 
inter-married with the people of 
other origins and consequently 
adopted their foreign customs 
and traditions, including their 
gods. thus, the people of Samaria 
became a mixed race and came to 
be known as Samaritans.

in contrast to what happened 
to the people of Samaria, the 
people of Judah had a different 
experience. Although they were 
also subjected to conquest, 
subjugation and exile 100 
years later by a crueller army, 
the babylonians under King 
Nebuchadnezzar, their captivity 
had a more sobering effect on 
them, thanks to the prophets 
who ministered to them during 
the exile in babylon and later in 
Judea on their return. the people 
of Judah who were known as 
Jews thereafter are never known 
to have returned to idol worship 
even 26 centuries after the exile. 
they may be guilty of many other 
sins, but not idolatry.

the Jews who returned from 
the exile under the leadership 
of priest Ezra were filled with 
religious fervour. goaded by 
prophets haggai and Zechariah, 
the Jews roused themselves from 
their lethargy and built a temple 

in Jerusalem. though smaller 
in size and reduced in grandeur 
than Solomon’s temple, it still 
had the glory of god in it. but 
the Samaritans who lived nearby 
were not only unhelpful to the 
Jews in their efforts, but created 
hindrances on their path. they 
even petitioned to the emperor, 
accusing the Jews as a rebellious 
people building themselves up. 
Later, even when Nehemiah 
arrived and started building the 
city walls, the Samaritans did 
all they could to prevent their 
work. Despite all the opposition 
from the Samaritans and other 
hostile elements all around, 
Nehemiah and his men were 
able to complete the building of 
the wall in very quick time (52 
days to be exact). from all these 
things, we can surmise that there 
was ill will between the Jews and 
the Samaritans.

thereafter, religiosity among 
the Jews peaked to a new high. 
New groups like the scribes 
and pharisees arose, codifying 
the law and giving intricate 
interpretations to the minutest 
details, making them too tedious 
and burdensome for the people. 
these religious groups also 
became so self-righteous and 
proud of their religious fervour 
that they looked at others with 
contempt. the neighbouring 
Samaritans were the worst 
affected by these attitudes. There 
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was no social contact between the 
Jews and the Samaritans. by the 
time Jesus appeared on the scene, 
the Samaritans were treated 
almost like the untouchables of 
india (Dalits), which situation we 
are only too familiar with. for the 
scribes and the pharisees, it was 
more of an outward show devoid 
of spiritual content, or a genuine 
desire from their hearts to please 
god. Jesus condemned this 
hypocrisy in no uncertain terms 
as we find in Matthew 23.

How Jesus Treated Them

Now, let us look at how Jesus 
treated Samaritans. Although the 
Jews avoided even going through 
Samaria while travelling between 
galilee and Judea, taking the longer 
route skirting around Samaria, 
Jesus had no such prejudice. 
he, along with his disciples, did 
travel through Samaria many 
times. once, on such an occasion, 
the Samaritans did not receive 
them because they knew that 
their destination was Jerusalem. 
the young disciples, James and 
John, became so annoyed with 
the Samaritans that they sought 
the Lord’s permission to bring 
down fire from heaven in order 
to destroy those Samaritans 
(Lk.9:54,55). but Jesus rebuked 
these disciples and called them 
‘sons of thunder’.

John, one of those two disciples, 
when he had matured as an 

apostle, writes (Jn.4) elaborately 
about another occasion when 
Jesus and his disciples were 
passing through Samaria. And 
that story of the Lord’s encounter 
with the Samaritan woman is one 
of the most fascinating stories 
recorded in the gospels.

the place was Succoth, where 
there was a well dug by the 
patriarch Jacob. that well was still 
proving useful for the inhabitants 
of that place. Jesus was weary 
from the journey and he sat down 
at the well and the disciples went 
in search of food. it was then that 
a Samaritan woman came to draw 
water from the well. the woman 
saw Jesus sitting at the well and 
knew that he was a Jew. but to 
her utter surprise she found him 
speaking to her. he asked her 
to give him a drink. the most 
unimaginable thing was taking 
place. A Jew in Samaria, and he 
speaking to a Samaritan woman 
and asking from her some water 
to drink! Nothing stranger than 
this could be imagined in those 
days! the woman was astonished 
at this development and she 
straight away expressed her 
astonishment.

the subsequent dialogue 
between this woman and Jesus 
takes a different turn altogether. 
they forget their thirst. the 
woman even forgot the purpose 
for which she came to the well. 
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the conversation turns to living 
water and everlasting life. the 
woman is reminded of her sinful 
life. And she discovers that she 
is speaking to a prophet. her 
understanding further improves 
and she finally recognises the 
long awaited messiah in Jesus. 
the progressive realisation by 
the woman of who Jesus was is 
indeed marvellous.

A person, who has found the 
messiah, cannot keep the as-
tounding news to himself/herself. 
She soon turns to be an evangelist 
and tells the people that she has 
found the messiah. they in turn 
come to Jesus and interact with 
him directly. they are convinced 
of the truth they had heard from 
the woman. Now they tell her that 
they have believed not because of 
her word, but because they heard 
it directly from the Lord. they re-
quest him to stay with them and 
he stays with them in a Samari-
tan village for two days.

Jesus through his encounter 
with the Samaritan woman was 
wiping away the separating wall 
that was being assiduously built 
between the Jews and the Samar-
itans over the centuries by the re-
ligiously overzealous Jews. from 
what the woman said to Jesus at 
the well, we get a glimpse of the 
traditions that still existed among 
the Samaritans even after they 
were despised and ostracised by 

the Jews for centuries. they were 
still aware of their ancestry trac-
ing back in time to Jacob. they 
still shared the hope of a com-
ing messiah. the contempt with 
which a traditional Jew dealt with 
the Samaritans was despite this 
common heritage they shared.

Jesus’ sympathies for the Sa-
maritans were justified by an-
other occurrence recorded in the 
gospels. Luke 17:11-19 records 
the incident of Jesus cleansing a 
group of ten lepers. Standing far 
off, they shouted to Jesus, “Jesus, 
master, have mercy on us.” Jesus 
immediately responded say-
ing, “go, show yourselves to the 
priests.” on their way itself they 
were healed. out of the ten, only 
one returned to thank Jesus and 
that was a Samaritan. the Lord 
was forced to recall, “were there 
not ten cleansed? but where are 
the nine?”

The Good Samaritan

Jesus’ ultimate tribute to the 
Samaritans came through a sto-
ry he told a lawyer who asked 
him, “who is my neighbour?” he 
asked this question after quoting 
the summary of the law and the 
prophets, where the command-
ment to ‘love your neighbour’ is 
emphasised. it was in answer to 
this question that Jesus told the 
story. A man going from Jerusa-
lem to Jericho was waylaid by rob-
bers who attacked him, stripped 
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him, robbed him and went away. 
the poor victim was lying help-
less on the roadside. other travel-
lers were going through the road 
and the first who passed by was a 
Jewish priest. he saw the wound-
ed man lying there and passed 
on the other side of the road. the 
second to come on the way was 
a Levite. he also passed over the 
other side of the road without 
bothering to do anything for the 
poor victim. the third to come 
that way was a Samaritan. he saw 
the man lying there, got down 
from his donkey and attended to 
the wounded man. he poured oil 
and wine on the wounds and ban-
daged them. he then carried the 
wounded man on his own donkey 
and took him to the nearby inn. 
the next day, while departing, he 
paid the inn keeper for the ser-
vices he rendered to the wound-
ed man. he also promised to pay 
whatever additional expenses he 
incurred for the wounded man, 
when he returned.

the good Samaritan would 
have been just a noble character 
in a story told by Jesus, when he 
told it. but over the centuries, the 

character has put on flesh and 
blood and become a real person 
in the psyche of mankind. re-
cently, when the Surface trans-
port ministry of the government 
of india proposed a law to protect 
those who show kindness to road 
accident victims, the law was de-
scribed by the indian press as 
the good Samaritan Law. if this 
can happen in india, where a ma-
joritarian hindu dominated gov-
ernment rules, you can imagine 
the impact of the story told by 
Jesus 2000 years ago, on human 
psyche.

the good Samaritan remains as 
the icon of Christian behaviour 
at its best – humane, kind, com-
passionate, and self-sacrificing. 
Let me end by quoting two of our 
Lord Jesus’ statements. “Assured-
ly i say to you in as much as you 
did it to the least of my brethren, 
you did it to me” (matt.25:40). “go 
and do likewise” (Lk.10:37b).

K. P. Luke Vydhian  
retired as General Manager, 
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lives in Bangalore.
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the two common 
refrains (complaints, 
if you like) that i hear 

in my counselling sessions and 
counselling training courses are: 
“why me, Lord?” and “how long, oh 
Lord?” their sincerity in seeking 
answers to those questions is 
palpable. but sometimes, unable 
to find Biblically sound answers, 
they walk into wrong teachings 
and are trapped. As we will see, 
behind these questions lie our 
leanings towards judging god as 
we might be saying, “why me, 
Lord? how long? it is unfair. why 
can’t You do something about it? 
what is the point of playing by 
Your rules when You can’t render 
justice?” Strong words, intense 
feelings.

it is one thing to be close to 
god, have free access to him and 
seek understanding in difficult 
life situations. but it is entirely 
a different thing to take Him for 
granted by questioning him. 
Job did that and received 73 
questions by way of an ‘answer’ 
from god (Job.40,41). Job shut 
his mouth and said, “i have heard 
You by the hearing of the ear, but 
now my eye sees You. therefore 

LIFE IS NOT FAIR
Stop complaining, start listening.

SAMSON GANDHI i abhor myself, and repent in 
dust and ashes” (42:5,6). most of 
us may not go through extreme 
calamities like Job, but certainly 
face injustice, discrimination and 
suppression even when we have 
not harmed anyone or adopted 
any unfair means. one psalmist 
wrestled with such contradictions 
in his own mind. he was getting 
vexed. but when he entered 
the sanctuary of god, he found 
resolution to his contradictions 
(psa.73).

the psalmists expressed their 
anguish and so can we. the 
psalmist in psalm 73 realised 
the foolishness of his erroneous 
thinking; he was vexed in his 
mind and grieved in his heart. but 
when he went into the sanctuary, 
he found understanding. we 
too must change our attitude of 
finding fault with God, correct our 
thinking and receive peace in our 
heart. Never wallow in self-pity, 
but get up and wash yourselves in 
the power of his love and bask in 
the light of his truth.

A business development 
manager exceeds his targets, but 
his efforts are not recognised. His 
colleague is given the promotion 
as he belongs to the same caste 
as the general manager. A 
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basketball player trains hard to 
become the captain of the State 
team. Although she is the most 
deserving, she is bypassed and 
the coach makes his girlfriend the 
non-playing captain of the team. 
A student studied sincerely and 
resolved never to copy, but he 
finds that almost all are copying 
in the examination hall. today, 
those who have copied have 
better jobs than her. these are 
real life scenarios where each 
one of them was deeply hurt at 
the injustice meted out to them. 
their cry was, “it is not fair.” Such 
situations demoralise us and we 
are robbed of our motivation 
to work. it is but natural and 
anybody will feel cheated and 
hurt. Some just ignore these and 
move on. but most of them react 
in one of the three ways.
• Feel hurt and complain 

against god.
• Feel hurt and try to do things 

in a worldly way and justify 
their actions before god.

• Feel hurt and walk away from 
god.

None of the above is helpful in 
resolving the issues, but in fact 
they complicate our lives leading 
even to destruction.

Let’s look at the first group 
where people get emotionally 
disturbed and complain against 
god. Job complained against god 

(Job.10). israelites grumbled 
against god and moses in the 
wilderness (exo.16:2;Num.14:2). 
martha complained and found 
fault with Jesus. She said to Jesus, 
“Lord, do You not care that my 
sister has left me to serve alone?” 
(Lk.10:40). the third servant in 
the parable of talents accuses 
the master (matt.25:14-30). to 
Job, he answered by revealing 
his glory. to the israelites, he 
answered by changing the menu, 
but that was not sufficient. He 
wanted them to know that he was 
the bread that came from heaven. 
they graduated from complaining 
to rebellion (Num.4) and god 
destroyed all who complained. to 
martha, Jesus patiently explained 
the priorities in life and helped 
her not to be troubled in her 
heart. i believe that the master 
knew the laziness of the third 
servant and yet he gave him 
another opportunity but when he 
started accusing him, the servant 
was punished.

Let’s look at the second group 
where people are hurt due to 
wrong thinking act in a wrong 
way. when a Samaritan village 
rejected the Saviour, James and 
John wanted to command and 
bring fire on them by quoting 
elijah (Lk.9:51-56). peter drew 
his sword and cut off the ear 
of malchus, the servant of the 
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high priest who was part of the 
contingent that came to arrest 
Jesus in the garden of gethsemane 
(Jn.18:10,11). Jonah felt justified 
in harbouring a grudge against 
the people of Nineveh (Jon.4:1-3). 
All of them wanted god to act 
as they wanted. they wanted 
to justify their actions. but god 
showed Himself differently. Jesus 
asked James and John to examine 
their spirit (attitude, mind). he 
clarified that He did not come to 
destroy men but to save them. 
peter was asked to rise above the 
‘here and now’ battle of swords to 
the higher battle of fighting with 
the principalities and powers 
(eph.6:12) by drinking the cup 
of suffering (cross) which the 
father has chosen as the chief 
weapon to destroy the devil. 
Jonah was given a lesson in 
ecology, psychology and theology, 
all in one conversation captured 
in 8 verses (Jon.4:4-11).

the third group are like the 
disciples who deserted Jesus 
saying, “this is a hard teaching, 
who can follow it?” (Jn.6:60). the 
rich young ruler deserted Jesus 
for he chose to worship money 
rather than god. Likewise, Judas 
iscariot.

we may struggle in our faith. 
it is quite common. when we 
go through injustices, let us 
remember:

- god is good
- god always does good
- the way to life in him is 

through suffering
Like the psalmist who was 

unable to explain why the 
wicked were prospering and 
the righteous suffering, and was 
vexed in his mind and hurt in his 
heart, we too may be struggling 
with some injustice. instead of 
trying to seek explanations, let 
us enter his sanctuary, seek his 
face and surrender our restless 
and troubled spirit to him. in 
his mercy he may pose counter 
questions to us like he did to Job. 
or in his grace, he may light up 
our mind to see the truth like the 
psalmist did. or he may exhort 
us like he did peter, martha and 
Jonah. Surely, let us not be in 
the company of the grumbling 
israelites, the third servant in the 
parable of talents, or the disciples 
who deserted Jesus. Let us enter 
his presence and hush our spirit 
into silence, place our misleading 
thoughts on his altar and listen to 
his voice of truth. we will surely 
experience the joy of his freedom 
and peace of his security.

Samson Gandhi  
is the founder and Executive 

Director of Person to 
Person Institute for 

Christian Counselling in 
Secunderabad.
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paul argues that no one 
should dictate to our 
conscience (1Cor.10: 

27). the main concern is about 
eating and drinking, but i assume 
it is applicable to other areas of 
life where other peoples’ views 
retard us from moving forward 
in the right direction. we should 
listen to our conscience, and 
give thanks to god the ruler and 
provider. (in other words, we 
should not remain slaves to other 
people’s ideas or opinions.) 

The dictionary defines slave as a 
person who is owned by another 
and has to serve him. Slavery was 
considered a normal practice 
at one point of time, but in later 
centuries, more enlightened 
generations considered the 
practice as evil. presently, we may 
not come across cases of slavery 
in the original sense, but different 
forms of slavery are widely 
prevalent among Christians and 
continue to bind many of us.

it was my routine to take a 
morning walk before sunrise, 
but on one occasion i woke up 

SLAVERY AMONG  
CHRISTIANS

We should not remain slaves to other people ideas or opinions.

HERMON KHONGLAH late. to avoid the embarrassment 
of meeting many known people 
and fearing their unfavourable 
remarks, i drove my car to the 
end of the town, and then started 
walking. but hardly a little dis-
tance away, i chanced to come 
across the pastor, once my class-
mate. to avoid embarrassment, 
i started to explain to him my 
predicament that for fear of un-
wanted remarks from the people, 
i had driven my car halfway up to 
start my walk. without blinking 
his eyes, he immediately shouted, 
“what?” i will never forget the in-
cident, for the message went right 
through my conscience. i felt his 
direct reprimand, “why are you a 
slave to people’s ideas and expec-
tations?” 

the point i intend to highlight 
is from a Christian perspective, 
where i suspect that this form of 
slavery is even more prevalent. 
A careful look at the practices of 
Christianity from different angles 
leads us to realise the impact it 
has upon us and the religion we 
profess to belong to.

interestingly, this common form 
of slavery is self-imposed. we 
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are slaves to other peoples’ ideas, 
expectations, behaviours, opinions, 
conducts, dress codes, etc., to the 
extent that we feel duty bound to 
follow them. the bindings are so 
formidable that only some super 
power can set us free.

Dress Codes

people try to conform to strict 
dress codes inside the church. 
they take it for granted as a ne-
cessity, or else what shall the rest 
think of them? the wearer is not 
much concerned with the biblical 
code, but comply with what oth-
ers expect of them. it has never 
occurred to many Christian be-
lievers that any sober, less expen-
sive dress, irrespective of designs 
and price, should be acceptable; 
after all, it is the condition of 
the heart that matters most to 
god. what a disturbing trend if a 
poor Christian has to comply and 
become a slave to dress code? i 
believe that those who remain 
in constant communication with 
their god are not much conscious 
about the way they dress.

The Christian Pretenders

i may not be willing to change 
many aspects of my unpleas-
ant nature, but one thing stands 
out. Claiming myself a Christian, 
i should pretend to be like one, 
or else, someone may point their 
fingers at me. Someone enquires 
of a gentleman, whether he is a 

Christian? his smart reply is, “Yes 
a mid-Sunday Christian.” he de-
serves to be praised for the can-
did statement. the gentleman in-
tended to say, “i am a registered 
member of the church, and if i 
do not show up once a week in a 
midday service, what will people 
think of me?” this simple state-
ment sums it all. the question 
arises if this well-educated and 
well placed Christian gentleman 
who commands the respect of 
many indirectly confesses that 
he is a slave to others, what shall 
become of the lesser mortals? it 
leads us to think that attending 
church services is a kind of reli-
gious slavery for many of us.

there are times when we desire 
to share the word and a good mes-
sage openly with fellow believers 
and enjoy their fellowship, but 
what shall people think of me for 
doing so? they may think, “this 
fellow pretends to have too much 
of that evangelical stuff, which we 
are not truly interested in.” this 
kind of slavery forbids us from 
enjoying sharing the good news 
of the gospel. if sharing the gos-
pel with friends is difficult, then 
how do we expect to share it with 
the world, which is the last and 
most important command of our 
Lord? (mk.16:15).

Code Of Conduct For Preaching 

Some preachers are constantly 
aware that they should preach 
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in a stern voice and act more 
seriously, much against their 
true nature, while delivering 
sermons, because they feel this 
is something expected of them. 
many are disabled and cannot 
present the message with 
conviction and fervency. the 
apostle paul urged the preachers, 
“i give you this charge: preach the 
word; be prepared in season and 
out of season; correct, rebuke 
and encourage – with great 
patience and careful instruction” 
(2tim.4:1,2). what would have 
been the outcome of paul’s 
ministry if this kind of feeling had 
bound him? on the other hand, he 
was not bothered what this band of 
learned Athenians thought of this 
ignorant preacher, but addressed 
them fearlessly with conviction 
by telling them, “i even found 
an altar with this inscription: to 
an unknown god. Now what you 
worship something as unknown, 
i am going to proclaim to you” 
(Acts.17:23 NiV). the Jews during 
the time of our Lord wanted to kill 
him because he preached about 
the sins the people committed, 
but he was never cowed down. 
“for the world can’t hate you; but 
it does hate me because i accuse 
it of sin and evil” (Jn.7:7). in most 
instances, this pattern of bold 
preaching, that paul and our Lord 
taught us, is avoided because 
the present day slavery reforms 
discourage it.

i do not see the point why 
talking to or about our loving 
father should be so formal. 
moses’ conversation with his 
god, in the wilderness, was so 
informal that someone would 
think that two close friends were 
chatting (exo.33:11). 

Pleasing Topics

Choosing topics that please 
the audience rather than ones 
that speak directly to the people 
is missing in most instances. 
the worrying aspect is that 
this tendency, to please the 
audience and to maintain their 
goodwill, is not confined only to 
small churches. we come across 
comments from all over about 
mega preachers who confine 
their themes to prosperity 
and abundance in life that god 
gives to his people, but rarely 
mention sin, salvation, wrath 
of god, etc. if the tendency is 
true, it should lead us to think 
that the believers are taken 
for a ride because the whole 
truth of the gospel is not 
mentioned or taught. Another 
form of dangerous slavery is 
the one where the listeners are 
presented with half-truths.

On Pleasing The Audience

the prophet micah warns the 
people of his generation about 
pleasing hearers with pleasant 
messages, “these people want the 
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kind of prophet who goes around 
full of lies and deceit and says, ‘i 
prophesy that wine and liquor 
will flow for you’” (Mic.2:11). 
with due apology, it is my 
personal observation that some 
preachers and religious leaders 
today are slaves to the hearers’ 
expectations. they preach on 
themes that please, rather than 
deliver messages that can usher 
change in the peoples’ lives. if 
this trend continues to stay with 
us, then we can be sure that the 
results of repeated preaching will 
be counter-productive.

Preference For Rules And 
Regulations

performing our religious duties 
by giving preference to rules, tra-
ditions, etc., may appear orderly 
and advantageous. but if Christ 
and worship are not the priori-
ties, then it becomes another kind 
of slavery that limits us. paul was 
least concerned about what the 
local Jewish population thought 
of him. he was seen walking freely 
with trophimus, the ephesian. 
the outrage of the local Jews was 
such that, he was accused of bring-
ing gentiles inside the temple 
(Acts.21:29). but he was not wor-
ried because his conscience told 
him this was the right thing to do. 
on the other hand, if this slavery 
attitude had bound him, perhaps 
we would have had a different 
kind of man-made Christianity.

The Established Church

many years ago a certain church 
in an established denomination 
invited a preacher from outside 
the country to preach at their 
crusade. All went well and the 
hearers were touched by the 
message. but suddenly, the 
preacher urged the congregation 
to say “hallelujah” and to raise 
their hands. the enthusiastic 
crowd raised their hands and 
said, “hallelujah,” all except the 
leaders of the church, who were 
not accustomed to these kinds of 
worship. when one deacon cum 
itinerant evangelist among them 
raised his hands, all eyes were 
on him and someone overheard 
them saying: “Now look at this 
fellow, he is really going to do it.” 
A kind of slavery at its worst.

The Impact Of Christian 
Slavery

Slavery and its attending evils, 
whether in the secular or Christian 
world, retard the progress of 
mankind. to bring home my point, 
let us look at some great Christian 
achievers who risked their lives 
and reputations and depended on 
faith – Adoniram Judson, george 
mueller, william Carey, hudson 
taylor, william wilberforce, John 
g. paton, John Alexander Dowie, 
and many others. they were the 
kind of Christians who kept the 
commands from our Lord close 
to their hearts and achieved the 
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seemingly impossible. imagine 
now, if the present day slavery 
binds us, we can take it for granted 
that many people will continue to 
remain in their wild conditions, 
totally ignorant of the gospel.

All Is Not Lost

All is not lost, for god who loves 
us has prompted a few preachers 
at present to speak directly on 
themes that are most essential 
for our spiritual awakening. 
it may not be pleasant for the 
hearers, but the message is 
preached irrespective of whether 
the audience is disturbed or 
happy. paul observed the life led 
by some Christians and fearing 
that it may ultimately lead them 
to become slaves to this world, 
reminded them, “Do not conform 
yourselves to the standard of this 
world, but let god transform you 
inwardly by a complete change of 
your mind. then you will be able 
to know the will of god – what is 

good and is pleasing to him and is 
perfect” (rom.12:2 gNb).

The Receiving End

having mentioned all these 
inadequacies, it is incomplete 
unless we delve into the problem at 
the receiving end (the audience). 
is it not time for us, Christians, to 
receive gratefully the messages 
that speak directly and convict us 
of our sins, so that we can mend 
our ways and conform to what 
our god expects of us? Sermons 
with added spices without 
dealing with our weaknesses are 
not going to lead us anywhere. it 
should be our wish as Christians 
today, that our almighty god shall 
inspire and lead us to understand 
these complexities.

Hermon Khonglah  
lives in the Mission 
Compound, Jowai, 

Meghalaya.
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often, i ponder about my 
calling and god’s grace 
in my life. whenever i 

finish my work connected to a 
ministry, i pat myself, thinking 
how god has called me to work 
for him. i wonder if my ministry 
responsibilities are predestined 
for me, “those he predestined, 
he also called; those he called, he 
also justified, He also glorified” 
(rom.8:30). Some people may 
explain that these verses are 
connected with the gift of 
salvation. but my belief is that the 
Lord has chosen me to fulfill His 
purpose according to his will.

here i am, happily involved in 
any ministry that has a need. it 
may be preaching in the absence 
of a pastor, counselling young 
people in need, or checking the 
accounts in a ministry. but i know 
it is my calling.

having studied botany in my 
graduation (1972), my aim was 
to complete post graduation in 
the same subject to qualify for a 
research post and then to become 
a scientist.

but, when i look back as a 
retired banker, having worked 40 
years and helping a missionary 

THE CALLING
Grab the opportunity to do something for the Lord.

T. PRINCE STACHYS RAVINDRAN organisation in their finance 
matters, the mysterious ways 
of our Lord and his calling are 
astounding.

As a commoner/believer, do 
you feel you should have a specific 
calling to do Lord’s work, whether 
full time or part time? 1 peter 2:9 
calls us as “chosen generation, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation…”

if you spill a few drops of honey 
on the floor, you will observe that 
one ant in that area will first come 
and taste the honey and invariably 
it will invite its flock to come and 
taste the same. we have tasted the 
salvation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and is it not imperative that we 
pass on this great happiness to all 
and sundry? for this, do we need 
a specific calling? In Proverbs, 
Solomon calls us to look at the 
ants and learn from them.

There is specific calling for a few 
people to do god’s ministry and 
we would have come across those 
people in our lives. many of the 
missionaries in various mission 
organisations have a definite 
calling and some of them have 
given up their highly paid jobs 
to join the ministry for a paltry 
sum. their calling is sure and 
certain, and no force on earth can 
stop them from obeying the call. 
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they look at the harvest which 
is aplenty and when they reap 
their joy knows no bounds and 
they count themselves worthy to 
be called by our Lord Jesus Christ 
as good and faithful servants. 
the reward is not worldly, but 
heavenly (rev.22:12).

they do not mind their 
discomforts in that process and 
they are content, adjusting to a 
simple lifestyle. they look at the 
future beyond. generally, those 
missionaries cannot be pulled 
away from calling till the very end. 
paul writes, “i press towards the 
goal for the prize upward call of 
god in Christ Jesus” (php.3:14).

i have seen missionaries 
working in Assam for his 
kingdom, in spite of their homes 
being flooded year after year as 
the river brahmaputra takes a 
new course; for they hope and 
believe that the loss they incur is 
nothing compared to the glorious 
future and the crown awaiting 
them in god’s kingdom. 

oh, it is easy to read an article 
sitting in the comfort of our 
home, award marks for the same 
and throw it in the dust bin. but 
what is your calling? Do you still 
feel that god has not yet called 
you to do his job, as pastors are 
there to take care of the flocks? 
in whatever situation you are in, 
you need to find out ways and 
means to make the best use of it, 

and look for areas in which you 
can be a witness.

we were in Nadiad in gujarat 
during my banking career and 
we started a small worship on 
Sundays in our home for four 
people, all Tamilian bank officers 
(one Christian, one roman Catho-
lic and two non-Christians). in a 
month or so, all the four officers 
were transferred to tamil Nadu. 
then, we were confounded, but 
continued the same inviting other 
bank friends and it grew to about 
16 to 18 officers. They were work-
ing in Nadiad from the States of 
punjab, gujarat, Andhra pradesh, 
maharashtra, Up, rajasthan and 
Delhi, and all of them were non-
Christians. we were helped by a 
hindi knowing missionary fam-
ily stationed in Nadiad in sharing 
the gospel. And our ministry took 
root there and blossomed.

So, wherever you are put up, 
the calling is sure. grab the op-
portunity to do something for 
the Lord. Let us also be careful 
not to backslide; every Christian 
need to be watchful in the follow-
ing areas: power, position, pride,  
purse, passion and practices,  
especially later in life. then success 
would follow with god’s blessing.

T. Prince Stachys Ravindran
is the (Retired)  

Assistant General Manager 
of Indian Bank and helps 
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WHEN THE GOALKEEPER 
SCORES A GOAL

The father is still pleading with his elder son who is not 
budging an inch to accept his brother.

SURESH MANOHARAN

in the late 1980s, a new 
television programme, ‘the 
world this week’ caught 

our attention. there was that 
rare clipping of the maverick 
Colombian goalkeeper rene 
higuita playing in a local league 
encounter, with his team staring 
right down the barrel – a goal 
down – in the dying minutes 
of the game setting out on an 
undulating run. Away went this 
freakish goalie dribbling and 
dodging his way past hostile, 
frustrated legs of the defenders 
and cutting into the box with 
a masterly gymnast-like-turn 
and slotting the ball in past the 
hapless goalkeeper.

the very purpose of my ex-
pounding this ‘rare’ theme is to 
bring to the fore ‘the infinite love 
of god for his most cherished 
creation, man’. god condescends 
to this level only in order that 
we – the faithful lot – ‘accept a 
rescued sinner’ and not for any-
thing else, lest a mistaken view 
should emerge in our minds that 
the Creator has become weak. No 

one would object to a poster de-
picting god in the posture of 
answering prayers to a man on 
his knees or for that matter to 
any poster which would portray 
him as superior to man…which 
anyway is an undeniable truth. 
So, how would we, with refined 
spiritual sensitivities, categor-
ise a scene where god entreats 
puny, fallible, irreverent man. 
even given his boundless love to 
man, would he ever lower him-
self to such a level of pleading 
with flesh and blood man? Wel-
come once again to this timeless, 
touching story of the prodigal 
Son (Lk.15:11-32), which throws 
up new insights every single time 
we study it.

Role-reversal

while pondering at the turn of 
events of this popular parable, let 
us never lose sight of the symbol-
ic roles of each one of the charac-
ters in this memorable parable. if 
to the prodigal son belonged the 
role played by many a contrite 
sinner, then that of his forgiving 
father was representative of a 
loving god himself.
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when the self-righteous elder 
son, who presumed inadvertent-
ly that he was the very definition 
of filial fidelity, refused to accept 
his penitent younger brother, 
what did the father do? he prayed 
entreatingly to him to welcome 
his errant, but now penitent, 
sibling (Lk.15:28)! what does 
it teach us? what lessons does 
this moving picture of an infi-
nitely superior god pleading 
with his followers’ harbour-
ing a holier-than-thou disposi-
tion, hold for us today? more 
than anything else, it screams 
that if god forgives a sinner, 
we should take his word for it! 
who are we to hold out against 
god’s grace!

Sadly, when a penitent Chris-
tian comes back onto the right 
track and wants to make amends 
for his mistakes, we are often 
the stumbling blocks as it were, 
being the very last ones to rec-
oncile with him. if by using our 
god-given common sense, we 
can make out that the penitence 
of our contrite brother in faith is 
genuine, we ought to welcome 
him with open arms, rather 
than giving him a cold shoulder. 
Shame on us, if we play the con-
temptuous elder brother! the 
fact that god himself is plead-
ing with us on behalf of the er-
rant one should melt our stony 
hearts.

Retention

Do not we see the regular 
church-goers, Christians of many 
years, the ones who have lost 
their ‘first love’ for the Lord (for-
getting that they too were once 
forgiven and received into the 
divine family) all personified in 
the elder son, who though liv-
ing physically close (in the same 
house) to his father, in his heart 
of hearts was living miles away 
from him? if his heart had been 
one with that of his father, would 
he not have shared the same sen-
timents his father had for his re-
pentant brother? one litmus test 
for knowing that we are retaining 
the first love (so precious to the 
Lord – Jer.2:2;2Cor.11:2;rev.2:4) 
is to reflect deeply as to whether 
our priorities are the same as that 
of our Lord, especially in the mat-
ter of loving our fellow Christians 
in our local churches  Jn.13:34,
35;1Jn.3:16;1Jn.4:20,21). mind 
you, sometimes we can be even in 
ministry, but yet lose out on our 
first “honeymoon” love for the 
Lord and get our hearts hardened 
to the needs of our fellow broth-
ers in the Lord!

Responsibility 

Now, coming back to the main 
track of accepting the repentant 
brothers, James makes an earnest 
plea, “Dear brothers, if anyone 
has slipped away from god and 
no longer trusts the Lord, and 
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someone helps him understand 
the truth again, that person who 
brings him back to god will have 
saved a wandering soul from 
death bringing about the forgive-
ness of his many sins’ (Jas.5:19,20 
tLb). if so high a responsibility 
rests with the faithful lot of seek-
ing and saving their strayed broth-
ers, how much more it is binding 
on them to accept the strayed 
brethren once the latter come 
back on their own! Should we not 
celebrate along with angels on 
‘the lost being found’ (Lk.15:7)! 

Christians, even the devout lot 
amongst them, unfortunately dis-
play a steely heart rather than the 
one of flesh, when it comes to im-
mediately accommodating a rue-
ful brother-in-faith, exhibiting in 
the process ‘an animal streak’ in 
them. Just to elaborate on the ‘ani-
mal streak’, has it ever occurred to 
us why the Shepherd (Lk.15:1-6) 
carried his precious rescued one 
to his ‘home’ (v.6) rather than re-
leasing it among its mates in the 
pinfold? biblical scholars assert 
that he wanted to ‘build it up by 
showering more love and care,’ 
which would not be the case in 
its pinfold, where this remorseful 
one would be welcomed not by 
warm hugs but by head butts of 
its scolding mates bad mouthing 
all the while, ‘because of you, do 
you know, how our shepherd had 
to suffer?’ when ironically the 

shepherd himself would not have 
any complaints on that score! 
How this defines our relationship 
with our contrite brethren! they 
need to be built-up lovingly af-
ter a fall with all the care a nurse 
would muster while bandaging 
the fractured limb of a tender 
child (2Cor.2:5-8)! but how iron-
ic it is that when our Lord him-
self has no complaints, we make 
a huge fuss of welcoming them 
with a reconciliatory hug. worse, 
we compound their woes by emo-
tionally head butting them for the 
troubles they have apparently 
caused the Lord by their errone-
ous ways! 

Remain

the story ends with the picture 
of the father still pleading with 
his elder son who is not budg-
ing an inch as though to re-em-
phasise the point that our heav-
enly father for some thousands 
of years, now, is ‘still reasoning 
out’ with the stubborn louts 
like us, on the paramount issue 
of welcoming back our rueful 
brethren! 

oh, let our stony hearts melt at 
the scene of god ‘praying’.

Suresh Manoharan  
is associate-cum-youth   

pastor in Christian   
Fellowship Church,  

Hyderabad.
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MaTRIMONIaL
Groom Wanted

maharashtrian protestant Christian parents invite suitable alliance for 
their daughter, 29 years, 5’1”, slim, athletic, wheatish complexion, b. e. 
(Chemical) distinction. expectations: protestant boys, holding a good 
job, well educated, bible believing, preferably from mumbai. 

Contact: 9969951259/ 9819241797

Groom Wanted
protestant Christian parent seeks alliance for her daughter, 36 yrs, 157 
cms, wheatish, good-looking, god-fearing, convent educated, m.A eng. 
Literature, p. g. Diploma in Social Communication and media, from suitably 
qualified, well settled Christian bachelors.

Contact: 9372404302 
Email: anupamf@gmail.com / sfp1408@yahoo.com

Groom Wanted
Seeking alliance from an independent bachelor for fair good-looking girl 
5’3” 1981 born,convent educated, Asstt. professor working in government 
sector. Send family profile, biodata. and photograph. 

Contact 9838688307. email: fcsingh@rediffmail.com

MASIHI MANDLI  
(CHRISTIAN CHURCH) DEHRADUN 

 
Announces its 80th Annual  Convention  to  be  held  from. 

17th to 21st Oct.  2018 at 61 Rajpur Road  (DBC),  Dehradun.  
You are welcome to attend this historic Dehra Convention. 

 
Speakers:  Rev. Moses David    - Ahmedabad, Gujarat. 

Rev. Augustin Rao  - Jabalpur,  M.P. 
 

For Details contact :  

Rev. Benjamin Paul Rev.  Suresh Massey
Senior Pastor/Chairman Secretary/Associate Pastor
37  Bindalwala  Nashville  Road Tanishqa  Vihar/I. T. Park. 
Dehradun. Mobile : 7895385009.  Dehradun.  Mobile:  9720845537 
Land line:  0135 -  2653407. Landline - 0135 -  2607609.
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After Jesus called him to 
feed and care for His flock, 
peter did not go back to 

school and get an advanced bible 
education. He was still a fisherman 
with limited education, but who 
was now filled with the Holy Spirit. 
it is so easy to see the needs of the 
people, but try to solve it using 
human methods. if peter had done 
that, he would never have been 
able to write divinely-inspired 
Scripture.

i want to highlight a sample of the 
truths from Peter’s first epistle that 
point to the divine wisdom that this 
poorly educated fisherman was 
able to feed me in a special way. of 
course, all of what he wrote was 
divinely inspired, so i don’t want to 
minimise the rest, but i want to call 
out a few things that peter speaks 
of, and that i’d like to point out as 
key nuggets of divine wisdom for 
us.
1. God is both our loving Father 
and our holy Judge (1pet.1:13-
19). Some people interact with 
god as a loving father who ignores 
their sins because of the sacrifice of 
Jesus. others interact with god who 
is a holy Judge who is constantly 

THE MAKING OF PETER 
THE DISCIPLE - 16
Disciples grow in divine wisdom – Part 1.

SANDEEP POONEN angry at them for their sins. they 
are beset by fear because of the 
holiness of god.
The simple fisherman Peter was 
able to describe both wings of 
truth very simply and clearly: god 
is a loving father, and god is a holy 
Judge. our lives must maximise both 
these realities. how do we interact 
with god both as a loving father 
and a holy King? the analogy of the 
son of a loving king illustrates this. 
the son always calls the king his 
father, and always approaches him 
as his own father, who is rooting for 
him in love (heb.4:16). but the son 
also knows that he is an extension 
of his father, the king, and that 
the people who are watching his 
behaviour and his speech must see 
the dignity of royalty. therefore, 
there is a deep care and soberness 
in his behaviour.
2. Holy priesthood (1pet. 2:1-
12). the vast majority of ministry 
in churches is not an active 
demonstration of priests in action. 
Amidst the myriad of activities and 
ministries, there is rarely a sense of 
holy priests in action. i think about 
the Levitical priests, and the deep 
care and attention they took to the 
sacrifices they offered. This spirit 
is missing in almost all Christian 
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service today. i thank god for this 
vivid picture with which to serve 
god – putting aside all malice and 
hypocrisy (v.1), longing for purity 
and simplicity (v.2), offering up 
spiritual sacrifices (v.4) as ones who 
are the recipients of great mercy 
(v.10), and therefore abstaining 
from fleshly lusts (v.11) and being 
excellent in behaviour (v.12).
3. Honouring God-placed au-
thority (1 pet.2:13-20). peter 
wrote this letter at a time when 
Christians were persecuted. this 
makes the weight of his instruction 
to honour and submit to those in 
authority all the more meaningful. 
I find that today’s Christian culture 
can too easily discard this, and be 
disrespectful in their words and 
attitudes towards authorities that 
do not support their moral beliefs. 
we are never to disobey our con-
science, but we must still always 
honour human authority.
4. The immense importance of 
being Christ-like in our speech 
(1pet.2:21-3:10). peter links the 
sinlessness of Christ with his purity 
of speech. when Jesus said “follow 
me” to peter, it meant one thing. but 
after decades of following Jesus, 
peter saw it as:
following in his steps where he 
committed no sin;
following in his steps where no 
deceit was found in his mouth;
following in his steps where 
he did not return insults with 
insults;

following in his steps where he 
did not threaten others who made 
Him suffer.
And peter also stresses the 
importance of our words in our 
married lives: wives should be 
deeply respectful in their speech, 
and men should honour their wives 
if their prayers are to be answered. 
i have seen that the tongue indeed 
is such a key body part living a holy 
life and having a holy marriage.
5. Always prepared to make a 
defence… for our hope (1pet.3:13-
16). 1 peter 3:15 is a verse often 
used to claim that Christians should 
know how to respond intellectually 
to arguments against Christian 
beliefs, whether it is evolution, 
relativism, pantheism, etc. Not for 
one second do I believe that Peter 
meant that! Peter the fisherman 
did not stand a chance against the 
post-graduate greek philosophers!

i can understand peter’s heart 
when i read the verse simply. 
I am ready to defend my hope. 
the bible is clear about the 
Christian’s hope: we will be like 
Jesus in his purity of character 
(1Jn.3:2,3,rom.8:29;2Cor.3:18). 
And my sanctified (set apart for 
Jesus) life is my defence. And when 
others question the hope that i 
have to be like Jesus, i will show 
them the tV programmes and 
movies i watch and don’t watch, 
the books i read and don’t read, 
how i spend my free time, the way i 
speak to my wife and children, the 
way i behave at work, my goals and 
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priorities, etc. these are what will 
testify to my hope that i want to be 
like Jesus.

And even if i am persecuted for 
my beliefs (1pet.3:14), i still keep 
my focus on purifying my heart 
of all un-Christ-likeness. i stay on 
guard to ensure that the throne 
of my heart remains protected for 
Jesus alone. it is this conscience 
kept clear that gives me confidence 
to be unfazed by whatever others 
might accuse me of.

6. Following Christ as a 
disciple means following Him 
in suffering (1pet.4). the idea of 
suffering appears several times in 
the first epistle of Peter. Peter tells 
me that the secret to stop sinning 
is to suffer in the flesh, like Jesus 

Sandeep Poonen  
works in the IT cybersecurity 

industry. He is also an 
elder at New Covenant 

Christian Fellowship Church, 
California.

did. the suffering of Jesus was 
not connected to His crucifixion, 
because His crucifixion obviously 
didn’t do anything to keep him 
from sinning prior to that. he 
suffered as He overcame the 
devil and every other temptation 
before His crucifixion. It was not 
suffering physically, but by the 
constant denying his own self-
will, to do the will of his father 
(Jn.6:38;5:19;mk.14:36). we, who 
are disciples of Jesus, must all deny 
our own selfish will and desires 
(gal.5:24,Lk.9:23).

UNIVERSITY OF CHRISTIAN STUDIES
Accredited by international Council for theological Accreditation 
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ph: +9+1-89784200450 / +91-9612830198 
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TEMPTATIONS OF JESUS
 J. FREDRIC DAWSON

“Man does not live by bread alone, but on every word of God” 
Said Jesus, to the devil when he tempted Him to eat 

After Jesus fasted forty days and nights in desert of intensive heat. 
“Man does not live by bread alone, but on every word of God.”

“Do not put the Lord your God to test,” said Jesus 
When the Devil asked Him to jump from the temple top, 

Enticing Him that His angels would not allow His feet to drop. 
“Do not put the Lord to test,” said Jesus.

“Worship the Lord your God and serve Him only,” said Jesus 
When the devil asked Him to bow down and worship him, 

Showing Him all the splendour of the world, bright and trim. 
“Worship the Lord your God and serve Him only,” said Jesus.

“Father, into Your hands I commit My Spirit” said Jesus on the cross, 
 Facing the greatest temptation of His life in His dying moments on the cross. 

 As the Jewish leaders said, “We will believe if You come down from the cross.” 
“Father, into Your hands I commit My Spirit,” said Jesus on the cross.

“To equip the saints for the work of the ministry, for building up the body of Christ” 
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Clues Across:
1. “instead of their shame my people will 

receive a double portion, and instead 
of disgrace, they will rejoice in their 
……………..” (ch       vs       )

7.  “this is what the Lord says: ‘As when 
……… is still found in a cluster of grapes 
and men say. ‘Don’t destroy it, there is yet 
some good in it,’ so will i do in behalf of 
my servants;”  (ch      vs       )

8. “whom are you mocking? At whom do you 
…… and stick out your tongue? (ch   vs      )

9. “…., that you would rend the heavens and 
come down, that the mountains would 
tremble before you!” ( ch       vs       )

11. “………… of shame my people will receive a 
double portion” (ch      vs       )

15. “the wolf and the lamb will feed together, 
and the lion will eat the straw like an 
ox, but ……will be the serpent food.”  
( ch        vs         )

16. “Surely the islands look to me; in the lead 
are the ships of tarshish, bringing your 
sons from afar, with their silver and gold, 
to the honour of the Lord your god, the 
holy one of israel, for he has ………. you 
with spendour.”  (ch       vs        )

18. “i have posted watchmen … your walls, o 

CROSSWORD 54
Isaiah 56 to 66 

New International version (IBS) or Zondervan

Send in your answers with bible references by e-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, 
to reach Light of Life, post box 4576, 21-YmCA road, mumbai Central, mumbai 400008, not 
later than October 5, 2018. please indicate your name, address and Light of Life Subscription 
Number while sending the answers. 
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Jerusalem; they will never be silent day 
or night.” (ch        vs         )

19. “ For you will nurse and be satisfied at her 
comforting breasts; you will drink deeply 
and delight in her … abundance.” (ch vs        )

Clues Down: 
1. ”is not this the kind of fasting i have 

chosen: to loose the chains of ……… and 
untie the cords of the yoke,”  (ch     vs      )

2.  “Then you will find your joy in the Lord, 
and i will cause you to ride on the …….. of 
the land and to feast on the inheritance of 
your father Jacob.” (ch       vs       )

3. “is not only for bowing one’s head like a 
….. and for lying on sackcloth and ashes?” 
(ch    vs   )

4. “the Lord has made proclamation … the 
ends of the earth “say to the daughter 
of Zion, ‘see, your Saviour comes!” 
(ch       vs       )

5. “is it not to share your food with the 
hungry and to provide the poor wanderer 
with shelter-when you see the ….. to 
clothe him, not to turn away from your 
own flesh and blood? (ch      vs         )

6.  “the sun will no more be your light by 
day, nor the brightness of the moon shine 
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on you, for the Lord will be your ………… 
light and your god will be your glory.” 
(ch       vs       )

8.  “their feet will rush into sin; they are swift 
to …… innocent blood. their thoughts are 
evil thoughts; ruin and destruction mark 
their ways.” (ch        vs       )

10. “Let no foreigner who has bound 
himself to the Lord say, “the Lord will 
surely exclude …..from his people.”  
(ch     vs        )

12. “Surely the arm of the Lord is not …. 

short to save, nor his ear too dull to hear”  
(ch      vs  )

13. “in all their distress he too was distressed, 
and the …… of his presence saved them.  
(word jumbled) (ch     vs      )

14. “but the wicked are like the tossing sea, 
which cannot rest, whose waves cast up 
mire and …..”  (ch        vs         )

17. “And they will go out and look upon the 
dead bodies of those who rebelled against 
me; their worm will not ….., nor will their 
fire be quenched” (ch       vs       )

Clues across:
1. ungodliness (32:6)   
7. Devastate (24:1)  
8. Sin (30:1)       
9. pierces (36:6)
11. urine (36:12)       
12. arm (30:30)       
14. buyer (24:2)   
16. opens (35:5)
17. distributes (34:17)

Answers to Crossword 52 (Isaiah 24 to 39)

Crossword 52 Winners

Clues down:
1. Undisturbed (32:18)   
2. given (35:2)    
3. Disappear (29:20)   
4. images (30:22)
5. eye (29:20)        
6. storehouses (39:2)  
10. Serpent (27:1)      
13. moab (25:10)
15. eat (37:30)

Christy inbaraj, Chennai, tN
Jalaja Sulochana, hyderabad, tel.
John S. Andrews, Sangli, mah.
D. Alexander, mumbai, mah.
r. Sathish, Chennai, tN
Jayakumar U., Secunderabad, tel.
george b. Ullagaddi, Ambernath, mah.
Asha Daniel, hyderabad, tel.
elcy Johnas, mumbai, mah.
Krishnabai Charles, tiruchirapalli, tN
Sumathi Dorcas maigur, Yadgiri, Kar.
b. b.  ropmay, Shillong, meghalaya
A. Sunderraj, mumbai, mah.
g. Susan Abraham, hyderabad, tel.
D. hillel Johnson, Vellore, tN
Chandra Kumari mohan, Nagercoil, tN
Suresh Kumar Silas, Yadgiri, Kar.
Dora  Kannan, Kolar, Kar.
K. A. m. Veda Kumari, eluru, Ap
prema philips, Kalyan, mah.
ottie e. Salins, Ambernath, mah.
K. rajarathinam, madurai, tN
David e. tiwari, Daund, mah.
manohar g. Andrews, thane, mah.

m. ratna prabhu, Ahmedabad, guj.
Daisy t. michael, Coimbatore, tN
helen williers, mumbai, mah. 
Shantha Suresh, Chennai, tN
thelma roberts, hyderabad, tel.
S. V. rani, bengaluru, Kar.
mary mathew, trivandrum, Ker.
elizabeth J. Varghese, mumbai, mah.
regina L. Victor, ponda, goa
m. edwin, Coimbatore, tN
Sushila baily, mumbai, mah.
Saramma isaac, Adoor, Ker.
ivor Valentine, mumbai, mah.
Dolly Sinha roy, Vadodara, guj.
S. h. e. S. mcLoughlin, hyderabad, tel.
margaret John, thane, mah.
Damara Samadanam, hyderabad, tel.
Lesley J. birnur, hubli, Kar.
t. rajkumari Devaraju, hubli, Kar. 
Sushila muller, Coimbatore, tN
i. Devanayagam, tirunelveli, tN
Archibald J. Smith, Cuttack, odisha
Nirmala butt, hyderabad, tel.
percy Charles, thane, mah.



61Light of Life September 2018

WORD AND 
THE WORLD

W
OR

D AND THE WORLD

when my son was 17, he 
came to my bedroom 
one evening for a rare 

heart-to-heart.
‘mum, i want to stop. i need to 

stop. but i’m scared of upsetting 
people.’ i knew Connor’s three-
year addiction to computer 
gaming had been ruining his life. 
but until he made that decision to 
change, four years ago, there had 
seemed little any of his family 
could do to help. his obsession 
with living in a virtual world was 
consuming his life and destroying 
his education. it had left him 
without real-life friends – or the 
skills needed to acquire them. it 
had driven his father and me to 
despair.

“we had already tried conven-
tional medicine, including antide-
pressants, psychology sessions, 
fitness coaches and special diets. 
parents are spending up to $7500 
a week at clinics catering to the 
growing number of children ad-
dicted to being online.”

Makes Me Happy

“when Kelly’s latest report 
card revealed a number of failing 

CODED FOR ADDICTION
CYRIL GEORGESON

“

grades, her parents felt compelled 
to act. they told Kelly early in the 
afternoon on the day the police 
were called that she would need 
to turn in her phone by 9 pm. 
but when the time came, Kelly 
refused, and a pushing match 
ensued between her and her 
parents, concluding in the violent 
tantrum that led the girl to be 
hospitalised.”

“i asked Kelly, who was sitting in 
a corner, to help me understand 
her perspective on that evening. 
She didn’t respond and instead 
glared at her parents. but then, 
surprising everyone in the room, 
she cried, “they took my **** 
phone!” Attempting to engage 
Kelly in conversation, i asked her 
what she liked about her phone 
and social media. ‘they make me 
happy,’ she replied.”

Me the Addict?

HowStuffWorks.com reports 
that in South Korea, public health 
officials have identified internet ad-
diction as a full-blown national epi-
demic. An estimated 1 in 10 Korean 
teenagers is believed to be in the 
grips of an online addiction – mostly 
gaming, but also pornography and 
social media – and the Korean gov-
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ernment spends millions of dollars 
to help kids get clean at hundreds 
of residential rehab centres like 
the internet Addiction prevention 
Centre. the problem may be even 
worse in China, where state agen-
cies estimate that 24 million youth 
are hooked on the internet, some-
times spending three days straight 
in crowded cybercafes on gaming 
benders. China was the first to rec-
ognise internet addiction as a clini-
cal disorder in 2008 and has tried 
to curb the problem.

well, we and our kids do not 
have such problems. but, wait a 
minute! have you tried restricting 
the use of the smartphone by your 
teenager? have you been using 
your phone as a pacifier for your 
toddler? will your child not eat 
unless there is a screen in front of 
her? Can you keep from checking 
your chat and social media apps 
for one whole day? is your phone 
always connected to the internet? 
Your answers to these questions 
will give you an inklingof whether 
you are addicted to the internet 
but are oblivious about it. Yes, we 
can always give some plausible 
sounding self-justification. But, 
the real reason is more likely so-
cial media, gaming and entertain-
ment. You know!

Persuasive Technologies

Almost everyone thinks of the 
cell-phone as a neutral device, 
which may possibly have been 

true some time ago. what most 
people do not realise is that there 
now is an intrinsic link between 
the tech industry and psychology. 
richard freed, a practising psy-
chologist, warns, “this alliance 
pairs the consumer tech indus-
try’s immense wealth with the 
most sophisticated psychologi-
cal research, making it possible 
to develop social media, video 
games, and phones with drug-
like power to seduce young users. 
these parents have no idea that 
lurking behind their kids’ screens 
and phones are a multitude of 
psychologists, neuroscientists, 
and social science experts who 
use their knowledge of psycho-
logical vulnerabilities to devise 
products that capture kids’ atten-
tion for the sake of industry prof-
it. what these parents and most 
of the world have yet to grasp is 
that psychology  – a discipline 
that we associate with healing 
–  is now being used as a weapon 
against children.”

he continues, “Nestled in 
an unremarkable building on 
the Stanford University is the 
Stanford persuasive technology 
Lab, founded in 1998.  the 
lab’s creator, Dr. b.J. fogg, is a 
psychologist and the father of 
persuasive technology,  a discipline 
in which digital machines and 
apps –  including smartphones, 
social media, and video games 
–  are configured to alter human 
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thoughts and behaviours. As the 
lab’s website boldly proclaims: 
‘machines designed to change 
humans.’”

fogg speaks openly of the 
ability to use smartphones and 
other digital devices to change 
our ideas and actions: “we can 
now create machines that can 
change what people think and 
what people do, and the machines 
can do that autonomously.” Called 
‘the millionaire maker’, fogg 
has groomed former students 
who have used his methods 
to develop technologies that 
now consume kids’ lives. As he 
recently touted on his personal 
website, “my students often do 
ground-breaking projects, and 
they continue having impact in 
the real world after they leave 
Stanford. for example, instagram 
has influenced the behaviour of 
over 800 million people. the co-
founder was a student of mine.”’ 
Some of these claims have now 
been removed from his website.

Dunk The Smartphone?

Yes, in some cases we may 
actually have to go cold-turkey 
and drop the smartphone – at 
least for a season. Simple feature 
phones are still available. but, 
there are some other simple 
things that we can do to curb 
dependence. it’s very common 
knowledge that we should not 
give cell-phones, especially for 

entertainment to little children. 
bill gates, the tech billionaire, 
said that the first time he gave his 
children a cell phone was at the 
age of fourteen. though age is 
really not the criterion, children 
need to be mature enough to 
understand the value of face-to-
face communication before they 
have access to this device.

Also, for our children who (will) 
use the smartphone, be an exam-
ple! As much as they need to be 
generally monitored and guided, 
we need to be role models too. 
Connor’s and Kelly’s addictions 
did not develop overnight. it 
was a slow and gradual journey. 
Let’s not start ourselves on that 
journey by being hooked to our 
smartphones.

we can also try to have a sabbath 
from the smartphone, or at the 
bare minimum, from the internet. 
Reading, reflection, contempla-
tion, praying, silence and solitude 
are among the many things that 
are surely affected by the force-
field of the smart phone. These 
happen best when the smartphone 
is switched off and kept some dis-
tance away. it’s quite likely that 
we have forgotten about these dis-
ciplines largely because of our ad-
diction to the cell phone.

Cyril Georgeson  
lives in Mumbai and is 

an apologist, teacher 
and writer.
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go,’ he told him, ‘wash in 
the pool of Siloam’ (this 
word means ‘sent’). So 

the man went and washed, and 
came home seeing” (Jn.9:7).

it happened nine years ago 
however i still think about it now 
and then. 

i was helping out with another 
mission hospital about 1500 
km from our own. there was 
this patient who had a stone 
in his ureter. i had removed it 
and now he had a stent in place. 
his preoperative culture had 
grown bacteria resistant to all 
antibiotics. however, i took 
the risk to go ahead with the 
surgery. i had not told the patient 
about possible complications of 
resistant bacterial infection. Now 
he had come back with a spiking 
fever. i started some antibiotics, 
the best ones available, but the 
fever showed no signs of backing 
off. I knew that he would be alright 
if i took out his stent and this by 
itself would have been a simple 
procedure. however, fear kept 
me from taking that step. i was 
in this other part of the country 
so far away from home. what 

TAKE THAT NEXT STEP

NOTES ALONG 
THE JOURNEY

OBY CHERIAN

“
if he did not get better? what if 
they blamed me for the whole 
thing especially since i had not 
warned them about this possible 
complication?

i prayed hard. i told the Lord 
to help him and to make the 
temperature go away. i mustered 
up all the faith i thought i had 
and prayed harder. but all the 
time i harboured fear in my heart 
which prevented me from taking 
the stent out. i wanted the Lord 
to first take away the fever and 
then i would trust him enough to 
take out the stent. Now i realise 
the Lord wanted me to trust him 
enough to take out the stent in 
spite of the fever and then he 
would take care of the infection. 
finally, fear made me refer the 
patient to a bigger hospital almost 
400 km away. Later i heard he was 
not treated well there. A pang of 
regret clouds my soul every time 
i think of this episode.

i guess that is how it is in life. 
Like they say, “It’s difficult to 
steer a ship that’s not moving.” 
we say we trust the Lord to do 
great miracles but we are not 
able to trust him to take the next 
small step. true, that it might take 
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us one step closer to danger. but our 
trust in taking the next step will 
make him move and do great things 
for us. Sometimes the Lord tells us 
to be still, especially if we have done 
all that we need to. At other times 
we have to move forward in trust 
rather than offer frantic prayers 
while all the while we are paralysed 
into inactivity by fear. 

So the next time we feel our 
back is against the wall, take a 
step forward. 

Oby J. Cherian  
is a consultant urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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the Director, ingraham institute, hapur road, ghaziabad 
invites Application from dedicated, committed & qualified 
Christian candidate, fluent in English both written & spoken for 
the following posts.

1. ACCOUNTS OFFICER for Ingraham Institute, Ghaziabad

 Qualifying Requirement : minimum m.Com  or mbA 
(finance) with  excellent Academic career, knowledge of 
latest Computer Application with in depth knowledge of tally, 
tDS, income tax, epf, gSt, eSi , budgeting, Digital financial 
transaction, financial investments & planning etc.  

 Experience : Minimum 8 to 10 years (as Accounts Officer) 
in any Corporate unit or  Academic organization having 
strength of 9000 students and 400 staff.

2. CASHIER

 Minimum Qualification : m.Com with professional 
knowledge of Computer Application and tally, handling of 
receipt & payment,  disposal of cheques / DD, Advances & 
payment and preparation of brS etc.

 Experience : minimum 5 years in an organization, handling 
receipt & payment / dispatch of more than rs.1 lakh per 
day.

interested candidate may apply to the Director, 
ingraham institute, hapur road, ghaziabad- 201 001, 

ph.No.8744061343,  
e-mail : ingrinst@gmail.comwith their latest and authentic 

Bio-data & Experience certificate with present salary drawn 
authenticated by the employer.   respectable salary as per the 
institute rules with free accommodation and free education 

for children can be negotiated according to qualification, 
experience & performance in both the cases.
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Don’t Waste Their Mistakes... Learn From Them

FROM A USELESS SLAVE  
TO A USEFUL SLAVE 

CHARACTER 
STUDY

 VIJAY THANGIAH

CHARACTER:  
Onesimus

MEANING:   
beneficial, profitable, 
useful or helpful

PRONUNCIATION: 
o-neh-sih-muhs or 
own-ess-ee-mus

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Philemon 

BACKGROUND 

Onesimus was a slave in the city of Colossae during the first 
century. We can only speculate as to how Onesimus became a 
slave. It is very likely he was born a slave and lived his entire life 

as the property of another man. Maybe he was captured in war through no fault 
of his own and brought to Colossae to live his life in slavery. Maybe he was a 
prisoner, sentenced to a life of slavery as a result of his own foolish choices.

Apparently, Onesimus became fed up with his life as a useless slave, stole 
from his owner, and ran away as far away as possible. Evidence points to the 
likelihood he made his way to Rome. He wanted to go where no one could ever 
find him. Paul was a prisoner in Rome at the time, and Onesimus, as a runaway 
slave, must have found it very difficult to make a living in this capital of the 
world. He may eventually have made his way to working among prisoners just 
to find enough food to survive each day. And there, as a servant to prisoners, 
Onesimus, the useless thief and slave, found his freedom. In a prison in Rome, 
Onesimus met Jesus. 

Church history records Onesimus as Bishop of Ephesus, who sat upon the 
episcopal throne where he oversaw the Body of Christ.
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MAIN LESSONS

1. A bad situation cannot be an excuse not to behave right. 
Paul’s letter does not absolve Onesimus for leaving his 
master. He does not excuse him for running away.

1 Peter 2:18 says, “Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not 
only to the good and gentle but also to the unjust.”

We are not allowed to use our situation as an excuse not to act as a Christian 
should act. Our situation should have no bearing over what we say or do in the 
sense of allowing us to sin in the process.

2. Everything happens for a reason. Paul says in verse 15-16, “For this 
perhaps is why he was parted from you for a while.”

Paul prefaced his statement with perhaps. Does everything happen for a reason? 
Perhaps. Do certain things happen for a reason? Certainly. Will we know that 
reason? Probably not, at least not in the short term. It is easier to see the 
providence of God in retrospect than in the present. But we can be sure that He 
does work His providence in our lives (ref. Rom. 8:28), but we do not need to 
get hung up on figuring out the reason everything happens. Just let God do His 
work, and us what we are called to do.

3. God changes your character when He saves you. Formerly, Onesimus, 
whose name means ‘useful’, was useless to Philemon (v.11). He was not a 
good worker. But now, he truly lives up to the meaning of his name, both to 
Philemon and to Paul. This can only mean that God had changed Onesimus’ 
attitude.
Before, he resented his lot in life as a slave. He hated his master and he hated 
his master’s God. But now, he was in submission to God to the extent that 
he was willing to give up his freedom, go back and place himself under his 
master’s authority. Instead of being a surly, angry slave, he now was a helpful, 
cheerful servant. God had changed Onesimus’ attitude through the Gospel.

4. God changes your relationship with Him. Martin Luther wrote, “We 
are all the Lord’s Onesimi.” There is a parallel between Onesimus and 
ourselves – like Onesimus, we are all runaways. We have run away from 
God. We stand guilty of this ‘crime’and must face its consequences. 

Onesimus found refuge in his advocate, Paul – we find refuge in our advocate, 
Jesus (1Jn.2:1). Paul took Onesimus’ debt upon himself – Jesus took our debt 
upon Himself (2Cor.5:21). Onesimus was no longer just a slave to Philemon, but 
now a brother – now we are ‘joint heirs’ with Christ (Rom.8:16-17).

5. We do not always get the full story. This is a lesson that is outside of the text 
of Philemon. The Bible is full of really interesting and cool stories. But some of 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. In the complex social environment of the ancient Roman Empire, 
many Christians remained slave owners even after trusting in 
Jesus. But it has been said that no document in the history of 
the world has so altered, or had more influence over, humanity’s 

APPLICATION QUESTIONS

1. A person who professes to know Christ, but who has an angry 
temper, asks, “How can I change?” Your answer?

2. How can you know whether or not God wants to change something 
in you? Is there a difference between immaturity and sin?

MEMORY VERSE

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old 
things have passed away; behold, all things have become new” 
(2Cor.5:17 NKJV).

PRAYER 

Dear Lord, help me not to run away from You. Help me to run to You, 
so that my life can be changed and become useful. Amen.

Vijay Thangiah 
 is a Bible teacher and the former 

National Executive Director of 
India Youth For Christ.
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After two days of just lying 
there in pain, some workers 
found her and put her on a 
makeshift cot and loaded her 
into their jeep and drove 150 
miles over deep rutted roads 
to find a doctor who could 
set the broken bones. But the 
very bumpy ride damaged 
her bones so badly that her 
hip never completely healed. 
He says, “I visited my mother 
in her mud-covered hut 
several weeks after all of this 
happened. I watched as she 
took two bamboo crutches 
that she had made herself, 
and moved from one place 
to another with her feet just 
dragging behind because 
she had lost all feeling in 
them.” He says, “At age 75, 
with a broken hip, unable 
to stand on her own two 
legs, I thought that I made a 
pretty intelligent suggestion. 
I suggested that she retire.” 
He says, “She turned around 
and looked at me and said, 
‘What value is that? If we try 
to preserve this body just a 
few more years and it is not 
being used for God, of what 
value is that?’ So she kept on 
working. She kept on riding 
her donkey to villages until 
she was 93 years old... And 
she continued to tell people 
about Jesus Christ until she 
died at age 95.”

5. Caleb experienced what God 
had promised!

 He climbed the mountains 
and he defeated the giants 
– he claimed his possession. 
The name of the place Caleb 
inherited used to be called 
Kirjatharba (city of the four 
giants). Now it was named 
Hebron (seat of association 
or fellowship). Caleb refused 
to quit until he had obtained 
everything the Lord had for 
him! He refused to stop until 
he had obtained that place of 
fellowship with God.

 Where are you in your 
personal walk with the 
Lord? Have you entered into 
your victory, or are you still 
wandering around in the 
wilderness struggling day 
to day? God has a place of 
peace and power for you, but 
you must be willing to claim 
your possession. It isn’t for 
the faint-hearted, but it is for 
the faith-hearted. 

 Half-hearted Christians are 
faint-hearted Christians, and 
they never learn to conquer 
the giants in their lives.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.

these stories come at a price, the price being that we don’t get the full story. 
For example, in this story of Onesimus these questions remain unanswered. 
How did Philemon receive Paul’s letter? Was there actual reconciliation? What 
happened in the first place? How did Onesimus get to Paul? What did he do that 
was considered ‘useful’? Did Paul ever get to visit Philemon and the church in 
his home after the letter was delivered?
Unanswered questions leave us not with confusion but with assurance that the 
Lord is in control of the unknown. 

attitude toward the institution of slavery as has this letter to Philemon. Discuss 
how this is true.

2.  Given Onesimus’ treatment of his master, Philemon, was Paul’s request to 
Philemon for leniency just or unjust? Explain your answer.

3. Why is change so difficult? Why doesn’t God usually change us 
instantaneously rather than gradually?
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News

Pastor’s Wife Sexually 
Assaulted

(CT): pratibha Stephen who was 
leading the morning worship in 
Jesus power ministries house 
church in Sathyamangalam, 
erode District in tN, went to stop 
the intruder identified as Ajith 
Kumar, as he had interrupted 
the worship. Kumar became 
uncontrollably angry and started 
beating and sexually assaulting 
her. he shouted, “Don’t you 
understand what my boss 
guruswamy told you people? 
how many times must you be 
told that there should not be any 
Christian prayer meetings in the 
area?” on the day of incident, her 
husband, pastor paul Stephen, 
was away leading a worship 
service in bhavani Sagar, about 
six miles away.

Police in Satyamanagalam filed 
first information report (fir) 
against the assailants, who were 
identified as members of Hindu 
extremist group hindu munnani. 
Kumar, however, filed a counter-
complaint against the pastor and 
his wife. police registered cases 
against the victims under Section 
324 of the indian penal Code 

(ipC), for “voluntarily causing 
hurt by dangerous weapons,” a 
nonbailable offence, and failed to 
book Kumar under tamil Nadu’s 
prohibition of harassment of 
women Act, a synod source said.

Abolish Confessions In 
Churches: NCW

(CT): the National Commission of 
women (NCw) has demanded to 
stop the practice of ‘confessions’ 
in churches as it can lead to 
blackmailing of women. the 
recommendations come in the 
context of a rape case against 
four priests of malankara 
orthodox Syrian Church who 
have been accused of sexually 
abusing a married woman 
belonging to their church. the 
priests have blackmailed and 
abused the woman following her 
‘confessions’.

the NCw chairperson rekha 
Sharma said, “the priests 
pressure women into telling their 
secrets and we have one such 
case in front of us, there must be 
many more such cases and what 
we have right now is just a tip of 
the iceberg.” 

“Christians Had No Role In 
Freedom Struggle”

(CT): A bJp mp from mumbai, gopal 
Shetty kicked up a controversy by 
saying that Christians are ‘angrez’ 
(british) and did not contribute 
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to the indian freedom struggle. 
Shetty also said that it was only 
the hindus and the muslims 
who played a role in the freedom 
struggle. “Christians were british, 
hence they didn’t participate in 
india’s freedom struggle. india 
was not freed by hindus or 
muslims, we fought as one for our 
independence,” he can be heard 
as saying in the video which 
has gone viral. maharashtra 
Congress president Ashok 
Chavan criticised Shetty’s ‘anti-
minority’ remarks. “It reflects 
despicably communal mindset 
of the bJp. freedom struggle is 
the epitome of sacrifices made 
by all communities including 
Christians. Shetty must know 
that only rSS was in support of 
the british,” he said.

Sena Praises Christians’ Role 
In Freedom Struggle

(CT): in response to the 
mumbai bJp mp gopal Shetty’s 
controversial remarks against 
Christians, Shiv Sena mp Sanjay 
raut has praised the Christian 
community for its role in india’s 
freedom movement in an article 
that was published in Saamna, 
the Shiv Sena mouthpiece. this 
is a rare display of communal 
harmony shown by the extreme 
right wing political party.

raut said Vyomesh Chandra 
bannerjee, who presided over 

the inaugural session of the india 
National Congress (iNC) in 1885, 
and Christodas pal who wrote a 
fiery piece in ‘Hindu Patriot’ in 
1874, demanding home rule for 
india, were Christians. he also 
added that Kali Charan bannerjee 
had set up an organisation 
of Christians to wage a battle 
against the british raj and Joseph 
baptista, a lawyer from Uttan, 
near bhayander, had defended 
Lokmanya tilak in a sedition 
case.

3 Churches Burned in TN

(CT): three church buildings were 
set ablaze in tamil Nadu in six 
weeks. in the most recent attack, 
the Kingdom of god Church in 
Kanchipuram District was burned 
to ashes after Christians refused 
to donate to an annual hindu 
festival.

the bible presbyterian Church 
building in Karaikal District was 
in flames in May. Passer-by alerted 
neighbours and pastor David 
Santosham. “it has been nearly 
two months, and police could 
not find the culprits,” Santosham 
said.

previously, Advent Christian 
Church building in thiruvannam-
alai was set on fire by miscreants 
who ran away when neighbours 
spotted them, pastor govrath-
nam Anbarasan said. that week, 
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the church conducted a Vaca-
tion bible School programme 
for children, which was opposed 
by the local hindu fundamental-
ists. when the fundamentalists 
learned that the church continued 
the programme despite opposi-
tion, they set fire to the church’s 
coconut-leaf roof.

20 Christians Severely Injured 
in UP

(CT): over 20 Christians have been 
seriously injured in an assault on a 
prayer meeting in Uttar pradesh. 
Six of the Christian victims were 
charged with multiple false 
criminal charges by the village 
president. A mob of 35 hindu 
extremists attacked the meeting 
and beat the group of over 150 
Christians gathered for prayer in 
pratapgarh District, U.p.

Christian Families Beaten, 
Forced to Leave Homes

(CT): ten Christian families were 
forced to abandon their homes 
in Jharkhand after they refused 
to renounce their faith in Jesus 
Christ. they are ‘living in fear’ 
and have not returned home in 
Latehar district after they were 
severely beaten and driven out of 
the village for refusing local radi-
cals’ demands that they convert 
to hinduism.

the local authorities sum-
moned a meeting with the Chris-
tian families and demanded that 
they recant their faith or leave 
the village.

Despite reporting to the local 
police, there has been no arrest 
yet. Attacks against Christians 
have increased in Jharkhand 
since last September, when the 
state criminalised religious con-
version.

Nepal Christians Face Harsh 
Treatment

(CT): in a recent attack against 
Christians in Nepal, Christian 
leaders were arrested on forcible 
conversion charges and a foreign 
couple was deported.

the incident took place when 
an unidentified Christian woman 
had asked Shreejanga free Church 
leaders to help her husband, who 
was not a Christian, with his 
drinking problem. her alcoholic 
husband was made to stay on the 
church premises without access 
to alcohol. During his stay he grew 
violent over the lack of alcohol 
and attempted to harm himself 
and others, and he had to be 
controlled by force. Later, when 
the church leaders took him for 
prayer and counselling, he filed 
charges and the Christians were 
arrested.
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You feel called to go to unreached places / people groups / Muslim 
nations? 
Jesus said, The harvest is plentiful but the labourers are few (Luke 10:2) 

Be My witnesses … even to the uttermost parts of the world (Acts 1:8) 

KINGDOM SCHOOL 
We TRAIN, EQUIP & SEND 

We train young mission minded men with a call and passion to reach the 
lost and help them find and fulfil their call 

Come and be equipped as soldiers in the army of God’s Kingdom! 
Join the 40 days’ of intense practical CROSS-CULTURAL MISSIONS 
Training in New Delhi to be equipped as cross-cultural missionaries and 
pioneer church planters to reach the unreached places, people groups in India 
and West Asia (7 churches in the Book of Revelation) 
TOPICS - Making disciples, Multiplication of disciples, Different methods of 
Outreach/Evangelism/Church Planting with practical exposure, How to reach out 
to Muslims, How to be led by the Spirit, Partnerships in Ministry, How to Fulfil 
God’s purpose and call in your life, How to trust in God and much more 
The training is exclusively in ENGLISH and taught by well experienced 
International and Indian teachers with rich practical experience in missions. 
The candidates should 
● be between 22-35 years and be able to communicate well in English 
● have good Bible knowledge OR Bible College qualification 
● have a passion to reach the lost with some experience in ministry 
● be willing to adopt a new culture and learn a new language if needed 
● be in good sound health for long-term ministry 
We select 12-15 candidates from churches, ministries, Bible Colleges all over 
India. Scholarship can be provided for needy candidates for the Training in 
New Delhi. 
After the training we choose some candidates to go to the unreached places / 
people groups in North India and some to go to West Asia. Candidates who are 
selected to go to West Asia will be sponsored for one year and further guidance 
will be given to continue long term in West Asia. 
Training starts from November 05 – December 15, 2018 in New Delhi. 

Contact us for the APPLICATION FORM soon! 
 

Email: ksd4nations@gmail.com  

 

Dr John Thomas 09654987351           Br. Arun              : 9072442892 

    Br. Rohit Kumar  : 8375820128      
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