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“Wanting to have 
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accumulate for themselves teachers 
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YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 
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Like A Homily

Jacob Ninan’s editorial in the 
June 2017 issue is like a homily 
required for the readers who go 
to church Sunday after Sunday 
and listen to the sermon. it is to 
be noted that irrespective of one’s 
status or condition, man is god’s 
image bearer. it is natural that he 
is conscious of his dignity as he is 
not an animal. it is common that 
right from infancy, man loves to 
be loved, liked, appreciated and 
recognised because of how he 
is made; but he should strive to 
come to the knowledge of the 
incarnated Son of god, the Lord 
Jesus Christ and be like him.

We have come a long way in our 
life of faith; it is true now while 
hearing again and again, and 
growing towards maturity and 
imitating Christ, as the apostle 
paul reminds us. time is running 
out; we need to think, speak and 
act like Jesus Christ. is it possible? 
thanks, dear Jacob Ninan. Keep on 
writing. god bless you.

W. G. Kunder, Mumbai.

An Eye Opener

it was interesting to read the 
article on ‘Church and Democracy’ 
by mr. p. Abraham, published in 
the may and June 2017 issues of 
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the Light of Life magazine. this 
is really an eye opener for those 
leaders elected to the managing 
committees of various Christian 
churches in india, without any 
consideration for their personal 
purity, holiness, integrity and 
commitment to their respective 
roles in service to the churches. i 
appreciate him for highlighting the 
current trend and lack of spiritual 
leadership and messing up of  
moral principles and systems by 
the leaders in many churches.
the suggestions and examples of 
role models of good leadership of 
the disciples and other dedicated 
leaders in the bible as explained 
by him are excellent, as personal 
purity, honesty and team work 
are very important for Christian 
leaders in providing selfless 
services to the church for a happy 
and harmonious Christian life by 
the members.

M. G. Mathews, Mumbai.

Very Reflective

the article on ‘Duplicate 
gospel’ by Lily Abraham in June 
2017 issue was very reflective 
and true, particularly pertaining 
to prosperity gospel as preached 
these days by born again brethren. 
it is right that we should seek 
the kingdom of God first and His 
righteousness. it is true that some 
pastors prosper by misusing the 
gifts of the holy Spirit.

William Rebello,  
Caranzalem, Goa.

A Blessing

our prayers are always for all 
who contribute for the magazine 
and we appreciate their dedicated 
services. may almighty god 
shower his blessings on you all.

Edward Pereira, 
Mumbai.

ReadeRs!
IF you lIke tHIs MagazIne, tell otHers. IF not, tell us.  

eItHer way, we would lIke to Hear FroM you.

lIgHt oF lIFe 
P.o.Box no.4576, 21, yMCa road, MuMBaI, Central, MuMBaI 400 008 

e-MaIl: lIgHtoFlIFe1@redIFFMaIl.CoM

We look forward to receiving feedback and suggestions 
about what you see in the Light of Life. 

- Editors
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Editorial

SHEPHERDS AND SHEEP

god so loved the world, 
that He gave his only 
begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in him shall 
not perish, but have eternal life” 
(Jn.3:16). We would have heard 
sermons about the love of god 
that has been demonstrated 
through his giving, his giving his 
only Son. “god proved his love on 
the cross. When Christ hung, and 
bled, and died, it was god saying 
to the world, ‘i love you’” (billy 
graham). one characteristic of 
this kind of love that god has, in 
contrast to the love that people 
usually have, is that he did not 
think about himself or what he 
would gain but about what he 
wanted to bless us with. human 
love, in its essence, is selfish in 
that we want to gain something 
from the ones we love. the typical 
refrain of human love songs, “i 
can’t live without you,” betrays 
this focus on ‘i’ and its expectation 
of what ‘you’ can do for ‘i’. “in real 
love, you want the other person’s 

good. in romantic love you want 
the other person” (margaret 
Anderson). this is where the love 
of God is different. He thinks of 
what we need and makes self-
sacrifices for our good.

A rather ‘refined’ form of this 
human love is also selfish in its 
core even though it gives the 
superficial appearance of selfless 
service. many people, irrespective 
of their faith, do much good to 
others, sometimes at the cost of 
a lot of effort, time and money. 
philanthropy is appreciated 
by everyone. but what goes 
unnoticed often is the expectation 
some of these benefactors have in 
terms of returns for their efforts. 
Some expect fame or appreciation 
for their sacrifices and some 
others expect that one day there 
will be a reciprocation of these 
helpful deeds when they come 
into need themselves, either from 
their beneficiaries or from God! 
Here again, it is selfishness that is 
behind this so-called love.
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it is only when a man is born 
again and the love of god is 
poured into his heart by the holy 
Spirit (rom.5:5) that he begins 
to have divine, altruistic love 
sprouting up in his heart. Now he 
begins to do good to the others, 
not because he wants anything 
in return, but because he wants 
to bless them. the compassion 
of God also begins to fill his heart 
and he becomes willing to make 
many sacrifices in his own life 
in order to be of benefit to the 
others in need.

the apostle paul is a great 
example of this love in the way he 
gave his whole life to preaching 
the gospel and seeking to present 
every man perfect or complete 
in Christ (Col.1:28). he adapted 
himself in order to become 
acceptable to different types of 
people (1Cor.9:19), not to win 
their friendship for his support 
but so that he could make their 
hearts open to receiving the 
gospel. At the same time, he did 
not hold back anything that could 
profit his listeners (Acts 20:20), 
including words of rebuke or 
correction. his goal was not any 
gain for himself but everything 
possibly good for the others. he 
loved people in such a way that he 
was even willing to exchange his 
salvation for theirs if that could 
somehow save them (rom.9:1-3). 
We can see, to our challenge, how 

the love of god constrained him 
(2Cor.5:14,15).

When we look around, sad to 
say, we find very few pastors and 
teachers of this calibre. What paul 
commented about his co-workers 
applies even now, possibly to a 
greater extent. he said that all of 
them, except timothy, were only 
seeking something for themselves 
in their ‘ministry’ (php.2:19-21). 
Christian workers of various 
ministries seem to be primarily 
serving not god, but people for 
their own support, either in terms 
of money or popularity, and the 
poor sheep are not being taken 
care of properly. god has been 
seeing this even from the old 
testament times when shepherds 
were living off the sheep instead 
of feeding them (ezek.34:1-6).

in these days, people in many 
churches, readers of many 
Christian books and viewers 
of a lot of Christian tV are 
hardly getting nourishing food 
according to the need of the hour 
(Lk.12:42). they get music and 
songs, entertaining messages, 
profound sounding words with 
hardly any application in daily 
life, but impressive displays 
of showmanship, and calls for 
donation with promises of 
great things to come. however, 
thankfully, god has not left 
himself without a remnant.

Editorial
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What is generally the biggest 
focus of the popular messages? 
how we will get healed, how our 
financial situation will rebound, 
how our marriage will change 
overnight, how our dreams about 
our career, house, car, travel, etc., 
will become realities – in fact, how 
god is going to do a miracle and 
our life here on earth will become 
comfortable and enjoyable!

Why do people flock to and 
support such preachers? it is 
because that is what they think 
they need and that is what they 
have been told god would do 
for them. they have not heard 
anything else.

preachers are exploiting the 
need of people in order to satisfy 
their own desire for fame, wealth 
and power. they preach about 
what the people want to hear 
and not what they need to hear 
from god. “Wanting to have their 
ears tickled, they will accumulate 
for themselves teachers in 
accordance to their own desires” 
(2tim.4:3).

it is true that we have a lot of 
needs here in this life, and it is 
only natural that we go to god 
looking for remedies or solutions. 
in fact, Jesus has told us that 
our father himself loves us and 
we can ask him for anything 
(Jn.16:26,27). but what we must 
not forget is that there are more 
important things in life than just 

meeting our daily needs. When 
people crowded around Jesus and 
sought after him, Jesus’ message 
to them was that they should be 
concerned more about things that 
pertain to eternal life than the life 
here on earth. “Do not work for 
the food which perishes, but for 
the food which endures to eternal 
life, which the Son of man will give 
to you” (Jn.6:27). he was not at 
all exhilarated with their seeking 
him for their earthly needs while 
their crucial need was to seek 
him for eternal life (v.26).

if we are seeking Jesus only for 
earthly needs, the chances are 
that we have not heard the gospel 
properly. Jesus did many miracles 
for the people who came to him 
but only as signs of who he was 
(Jn.2:11).  the good news he came 
with was that he would save us 
from our sins through his death 
on the cross. that is what would 
matter through eternity. even if 
we are healed or even raised from 
the dead, we would still die later. 
however much money, property 
or name we accumulate here, 
we can take nothing with us to 
eternity. but it would matter very 
much whether we experienced 
his salvation or not while we 
were still alive and how his grace 
was able to transform us.

this true gospel is not being 
preached widely, even when 
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Jacob Ninan

evangelists have statistics to show 
about the number of people who 
‘received’ Jesus. Who would not 
‘accept’ a ‘Jesus’ who would heal 
our sicknesses, remove all our 
problems, and give us everything 
that is needed to make us happy 
and comfortable? but that is not 
the Jesus of the bible. the name 
of Jesus itself was chosen to 
indicate that his main task was 
to save people from their sins 

(Matt.1:21)! Other things are a 
bonus. if we are shepherds, let 
us see if we are feeding the sheep 
properly, and if we are sheep, let 
us see what kind of food we are 
getting from our shepherds.

Quotable Quotes
god has entrusted us with his most precious treasure - people. he 
asks us to shepherd and mould them into strong disciples, with 
brave faith and good character. 

- John Ortberg

may god forgive us for the times when we as individuals and as a 
church failed to seek out and care for those little ones who were 
frightened, alone and in pain because someone was abusing them. 
that we did not always respond to your cries with the concern of 
the good Shepherd is a matter of deep shame. 

- Sean Brady

the most valuable treasure god has entrusted a shepherd with, 
is his sheep. No sheep is perfect but if shepherd despises them or 
adopts a scornful outlook for them then he has already began his 
downward plunge in faith which if he does not repent instantly, 
may eventually find himself warring against God himself who is 
our good Shepherd.

― Santosh Thankachan
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MAKING DISCIPLES OR 
BULLYING DISCIPLES

Our model discipler is none other than the Lord Jesus.

STANLEY MEHTA

Church bullies are common 
in many churches. they 
wreak havoc and create 

dissension. they typically must 
have a ‘punching bag’ (or target) 
in the church, because they aren’t 
happy unless they are fighting a 
battle. but they may have bully 
power with or without any official 
position.

there is a great need in the land 
today for real biblical discipleship. 
‘making disciples’ is the call of the 
great commission. Like any other 
important calling, the enemy 
delights to pervert it so that 
people will ‘throw the baby out 
with the bath water’. Discipleship 
has been greatly misused and 
many give up on it.

historically, most of the 
problems with discipleship occur 
when the discipler becomes more 
of a bully rather than a servant. 
from the time we are children we 
recognise that no one likes a bully.
they are full of self-importance 
and pride.

Discipler bullies use their 
position as an instrument for 

selfish ends. Here are some of 
the ways you can spot yourself 
or others heading towards the 
wrong application of ‘making 
disciples’. We must avoid these 
things lest the important biblical 
idea of discipleship should come 
into question and is abandoned 
(Lk.22:25,26).
1. Bullies take personal offence 
if a disciple doesn’t do exactly 
what they say.

the goal of discipleship is not 
to try to transform them into 
our image, but the image of 
Christ. being offended that they 
didn’t “do what you said” could 
be a revelation that you are 
trying to make them into your 
image. And if you pursue this 
approach, you make them lose 
their confidence, because they 
can never please you the way 
you exactly want it. 

if you delegate jobs, you will 
make them perennial followers. 
but if you delegate authority, you 
will make leaders out of your 
disciples. They will find their 
expression in the gift mix they 
have, and get the job done in their 
own way. And in the process they 
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will learn a lot. they will become 
wiser, confident and mature. 

think of the word ‘benefactor’. 
there is manipulation in that 
word, because they will obligate 
people by using their authority, 
so that they can then expect 
complete submission to their 
authority. 

2. Bullies are easily frustrated 
and annoyed by the one they 
are discipling.

it could be that you are more 
of a micro-manager than one 
who is a co-labourer with Jesus 
in the discipleship process. Also, 
it could be a sign of pride in your 
own life if you “can’t believe he 
can’t get over this” when you had 
numerous faults of your own and 
god was gracious with you. i have 
seen bullies express in flippant 
ways to others the constant 
shortcomings of those they are 
trying to disciple. bullies keep 
telling others the mistakes and 
faults of the followers.

3. Bullies refuse to sacrifice 
much or do much to help the 
disciple.

this was the main knock on 
the pharisees and Scribes. “the 
scribes and the pharisees have 
seated themselves in the chair 
of moses; therefore all that they 
tell you, do and observe, but do 
not do according to their deeds; 

for they say things and do not do 
them” (matt.23:2,3).

A discipler bully loves to give 
assignments and tasks, but rarely 
will help them do it. they always 
set time when it best suits them 
instead of the disciple. We must 
remember that Jesus wasn’t this 
way with his disciples. he was a 
servant (even when it wasn’t con-
venient) and called his followers 
to do the same (mk.10:42-45; 
Jn.13:1-17).

4. Bullies are unwilling to 
learn from the person they 
are discipling.

if you constantly think you 
know more and are unable to 
receive from the one you are 
discipling, you probably have 
a pride issue. there should be 
things in the one you are helping 
disciple that you admire and are 
challenged about by Christ. While 
you are a ‘teacher’ and have an 
‘imitate me as i imitate Christ’ 
(1Cor.11:1) attitude, the humble 
and wise are willing to learn from 
anyone, no matter how young 
they are in the faith. “Do not 
rebuke mockers or they will hate 
you; rebuke the wise and they 
will love you. instruct the wise 
and they will be wiser still; teach 
the righteous and they will add to 
their learning” (prov.9:8,9).

remember, we are all to become 
more child-like in faith as we 
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grow and we should be able to 
see signs of it from those we are 
discipling. “And he said: ‘truly i 
tell you, unless you change and 
become like little children, you 
will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven’” (matt.18:3).
5. Bullies seldom repent in front 
of those they are discipling 
when they are wrong.

i have seen discipler bullies 
rarely ever admit they are wrong. 
most were resentful when 
the one they were discipling 
challenged them. they usually 
deflect challenge by pointing out 
weakness in the one they were 
discipling. it is a pious proud 
attitude that discipler bullies 
possess. “Saul replied, ‘i have 
sinned. but please honour me 
before the elders of my people 
and before israel; come back 
with me, so that i may worship 
the Lord your god’” (1Sam.15:30).
Saul was more conscious of his 
public image rather than his image 
before god. he was keen to retain 
his honour in public irrespective 
of his image before god.
6. Bullies do most of the talking 
and rarely listen to their disciple.

We need both wisdom and 
truth in discipleship. Wisdom 
is the best application of truth. 
We must take into account and 
understand others, their current 
situation, and their background if 
we are going to apply truth with 

wisdom (prov.20:5). A discipler 
bully simply enjoys revealing his 
own mind and opinions. Discipler 
bullies are independent and only 
think they are right. “he who 
separates himself seeks his own 
desire, he quarrels against all 
sound wisdom. A fool does not 
delight in understanding, but 
only in revealing his own mind” 
(prov.18:1,2).
7. Bullies’ personal prefer-
ences and principles easily get 
equated to God’s word and/or 
His will.

We want disciples to obey god’s 
word, not just our applications 
of it. We want them to obey 
everything Jesus commanded, 
which is part of  ‘making disciples’ 
(matt.28:18-20). We want them 
to obey his way, not ‘our way 
of his way’. if our principles 
and standards are the infallible 
ways to obey him, we may be 
seeking our glory instead of his. 
“Whoever speaks on their own 
does so to gain personal glory, but 
he who seeks the glory of the one 
who sent him is a man of truth; 
there is nothing false about him” 
(Jn.7:18). St. Augustine said, “In 
essentials unity, in non-essentials 
liberty, in all things charity.”

8. Bullies don’t want those 
being discipled to grow past 
them.

this expresses the heart of 
slave-driver, not a father. We 
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want to help people grow past us, 
just like a natural father wants 
his children to have more and 
do better than him. bullies are 
like Saul who resented David 
receiving more glory than him 
(1Sam.18:7-9).

Discipler bullies not only 
become resentful when those 
they are discipling do something 
better than them, but look for 
ways to ‘put them in their place’ 
in front of others to maintain 
their sense of superiority.

9. Bullies do not recognise 
themselves as bullies.

on the contrary, they see 
themselves as necessary heroes/
saviours, sent to save the church 
from herself.

10. Bullies have personal and 
self-serving agendas. 

they have determined what 
‘their’ church should look like. Any 
person, ministry or programme 
that is contrary to their perceived 
ideal church must be eliminated.

11. Bullies will surround 
themselves with ‘Yes’ men in 
the church. 

‘Yes’ men are eunuchs. they 
will become ‘hitler’s generals’. 
Such church staff and church 
members will succumb to the 
forceful personalities of the bully. 
And the bully will shoot from the 

shoulders of these people. his 
favourite line is, “You know what 
my people are saying….” Well, if 
they are ‘Yes’ men, they will be 
like parrots, they will only say 
what they are taught to say.
12. Bullies tend to have intense 
and emotional personalities. 

these discipler bullies use the 
intensity of their personalities 
to get their way. they browbeat 
the people into submission. they 
rule by saying, “it’s either my way 
or the highway.” they will wear 
the opposition down, until they 
resign. And the bully will replace 
that person with his own ‘rubber 
stamp’ men or women.

13. They gather information 
of ‘A’ from ‘B’, ‘C’ and‘D’.

they love to gather tidbits of 
information and shape them to 
their own ideas. And they always 
have negative data about others, 
which they can use, in case they 
have to confront someone. inter-
rogation and inquisition are very 
common in their churches. he 
and his henchmen will surround 
someone and put the member, 
who is challenging him, into the 
hot seat and wear him down.
14. The discipler bully wants 
followers to take permission 
before they can do anything.

it is a sign of control. it is a sign 
of their own insecurity. they 
create ‘dependence’.
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We have a character called 
Jezebel in the bible.  She had a few 
specialities – she was a control 
freak, manipulative, false accuser, 
governing by fear, surrounded 
by eunuchs (emasculated men 
and not manly men). the 
discipler bully displays all these 
characteristics. So such a bully is 
Jezebellic.
The Remedy

our model discipler is none 
other than the Lord Jesus. the 
leadership style of Jesus is 
‘servant’ leadership. he laid down 
his life. his motto was, “No rights, 
no privileges, only responsibility.” 
he came to serve, not to be served. 
Neither was he a control freak. 
he said, “If any man will follow 
me….”

Jesus addresses us as ‘salt’ and 
‘light’. both these words indicate 
‘influence’ and not ‘control’. You 
do not lead from your ‘position’, 
but lead from your ‘character’ 
and from a place of ‘relationship’. 

We lead out of love and not out 
of fear. We do not lead people 
by ‘rules’, but by appealing to 
their ‘conscience’. We do not 
motivate our followers by using 
the ‘carrot and stick’ concept, but 
by imparting revelation of the 
word of god. if your followers get 
the revelation and illumination, 
it will lead to transformation. 
if you manipulate people and 
use fear, you will get those who 
have been ‘conformed’, but not 
‘transformed’. they will behave 
in one way in your presence, but 
will do things differently in your 
absence.

may we have more disciplers 
like the Lord Jesus, and be 
occupied in making disciples as 
per the great commission.
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noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 
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Koinonia of  His Sufferings

“my goal is to know him and 
the power of his resurrection and 
the fellowship of His sufferings, 
being conformed to his death” 
(php.4:10 hCSb).

Notice the order in which paul 
said it: first, the power of resur-
rection and then, the fellowship 
of sufferings. Though the cruci-
fixion occurred first, and then the 
resurrection, paul said that Chris-
tians should experience suffering 
after experiencing the resurrec-
tion. We are beneficiaries of the 
resurrection of our Lord. We can 
tap into the power that was re-
leased. but even though we expe-
rience such tremendous power, 
we must embrace suffering.

instead of following this, today’s 
televangelists preach a prosper-
ity gospel. they say that if god 
blesses people, they would be just 
prosperous. Such preachers have 
left the master who became the 
servant of his disciples. they’ve 
left the one who didn’t hold on to 
glory, but laid it aside.

FELLOWSHIP OF  
CHRISTIANS - PART 2

Christian fellowship is centred on the Gospel, has the Spirit of Christ, 
is ready to suffer together, and is concerned for one another.

KURUVILLA CHANDY Jesus was very clear: “if any 
of you want to walk my path, 
you’re going to have to deny 
yourself. You’ll have to take up 
your cross every day and follow 
me” (Lk.9:23 Voice). While The 
Message (by eugene peterson) is 
a paraphrase, the elaboration is 
worth paying heed to: “Anyone 
who intends to come with me has 
to let me lead. You’re not in the 
driver’s seat–i am. Don’t run from 
suffering; embrace it. Follow Me 
and i’ll show you how. Self-help is 
no help at all. Self-sacrifice is the 
way, My way, to finding yourself, 
your true self.”

right at the beginning of his 
ministry, our Lord pronounced 
a blessing on those who are 
persecuted in his name. he said 
that they are in the company of 
the prophets and have heaven 
waiting for them (matt.5:12-13). 
in the end, the heritage that Jesus 
left his followers was, “in the 
world you will have tribulation, 
but be of good cheer: i have 
overcome the world” (Jn.16:33).

one cannot read the bible 
and advocate a gospel of health 
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and wealth. that is simply an-
other gospel, and it is accursed 
(gal.1:6-9). those who preach it, 
serve only themselves, not the 
Lord.  they grow rich by extract-
ing money from their listeners, 
who are fooled into thinking that 
if they give to televangelists (who 
project themselves as prophets 
and servants of god), they will 
reap a blessing that is a hundred 
or a thousand times more. their 
listeners are, of course, not guilt-
less because more than the tel-
evangelists fooling them, they are 
driven by their own lust for pros-
perity.

even in the early church 
there were people who were 
profiteering from preaching the 
gospel. paul referred to them in 
philippians (1:15,17). he said 
that many were ‘enemies of the 
cross’ (3:18). Unbelievers are 
not enemies of the cross. they 
are simply the unsaved in need 
of the gospel of our Lord. only 
those who identify themselves as 
Christians can be enemies of the 
cross, because  they claim to follow 
Christ but don’t want to take up 
the cross. “their god is the belly, 
they exult in their shame, and 
they think about earthly things” 
(v.19). it is not the advancement 
of the gospel and the kingdom of 
god that they seek, but their own 
profit and prosperity.

peter didn’t want Jesus to go 
to the cross because he knew he 
would have to follow as a disciple 
(matt.16:21-24), and embrace 
suffering. After experiencing the 
power of Christ’s resurrection, he 
wrote that suffering was normal 
in a Christian’s life (1pet.4:12). 
You are participating in Christ’s 
sufferings (v.13) and the 
blessing of god’s Spirit is on you 
(v.14;cf.3:14).

As paul wrote to the philippians, 
“it has been granted to you not 
only to believe in Christ but also to 
suffer for Him” (Php.1:29NET).

Christians are followers of 
Christ. he didn’t make prosperity 
his goal in life, but the cross of 
suffering and shame. If we follow 
Jesus, can we end up anywhere 
other than at the foot of the 
cross?

Koinonia of Concern

“Yet it was good of you to share 
(gr. synkoinoneo) in my troubles… 
shared (gr. koinoneo) with me in 
the matter of giving and receiving, 
except you only” (4:14-15).

the bottomline in fellowship is 
we dip into our pockets and share 
with those in need. in the face 
of need, the Christian response 
cannot be, “i’ll pray for you. god 
is going to bless you” (Jas.2:15-
16). A Christian cannot remain 
unmoved by the needs of others, 
for that would be equivalent 
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to neglecting Christ himself 
(matt.25:42-45).

in its new born state, the 
church practised ‘the community 
of goods’—believers sharing 
everything they had with one 
another (Acts 2:44,45). No one 
claimed that anything was their 
own. everyone shared everything 
they had with other believers 
(4:32).

that Christians loved one 
another was evident to all. 
According to tertullian (AD 160-
220), roman society took note 
and exclaimed, “See how they 
love one another!” And, people 
wanted to belong.

Scholars have criticised the 
practice of community of goods. 
they argue that it was because 
of this foolishness that when the 
Jerusalem church was in dire 
need, other churches had to bail 
it out (11:29;rom.15:25,26).

paul wrote about how to be a 
caring community even when 
separated by circumstances and 
distance. he said that the abun-
dance enjoyed by one society of 
Christians should be shared with 
other Christians in need, up to 
the point of there being a level-
ling of resources, “that there may 
be equality” (2Cor.8:13,14). the 
ability to share doesn’t depend 
on whether we ourselves are in 
prosperity (v.2). if our aim is to 
excel in the Christian life, then we 

would “excel in the grace of giv-
ing” (v.7). Ultimately, our giving is 
a matter of the will (9:7). if we are 
willing to be generous, then god 
will enable us to give (vv.8-11).

in the context of development, 
ron Sider, the author of Rich 
Christians In An Age of Hunger, 
said, “i want to suggest that the 
church’s unique contribution 
to development is the people 
of god… a visible model now of 
what the coming kingdom will be 
like… if the worldwide body of 
Christ would have the courage to 
implement that pauline principle 
today, we would so startle the 
world, dangerously divided as 
it is between rich and poor, that 
we would probably precipitate 
the largest movement of conver-
sion in the history of Christian-
ity. At the very least we would be 
able to incarnate a new model of   
economic sharing so desperately 
needed in our global village. We 
need new visible models of devel-
opment and sharing in every cor-
ner of the world… Christian de-
velopment agencies should work 
more consciously and explicitly 
than in the past with and through 
local Christian communities in 
developing countries… the goal 
of Christian development agen-
cies then should be the nurtur-
ing and empowering of Christian 
communities where all relation-
ships, including economic ones, 
are so transformed that they pres-



23Light of Life September 2017

ent a new model of sharing and 
development which would be a 
witness to those around them… A 
new model of development could 
be lived out before the eyes of 
the communities (God and Poor 
in The Ministry of Development in 
Evangelical Perspective, ed.: rob-
ert Lincoln hancock).

that’s what Christian fellow-
ship is. it is centred on the gospel, 

has the Spirit of Christ, is ready to 
suffer together, and is concerned 
for one another. this is what it 
means to be one in Christ.
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miraculous gifts may not be 
present in a church. In such 
a situation, James said that 
anyone who is sick is to ask the 
elders of the church to anoint 
him or her and pray for healing, 
and the promise of God is that 
healing will come in answer to 
the prayer of faith (5:13-15). We 
need to have more faith about 
this promise and put it into 
practice among us.

We are indeed living in better 
days. If we were living in the 
time when Jesus was on the 
earth, we would have found 
Jesus “sent only to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel” 
(Matt.15:24). Or, like Martha and 

Mary discovered that just when 
someone was sick unto death, 
Jesus was not there (Jn.11:1-
44). We have the Holy Spirit in 
us and the Holy Spirit is more 
powerful than the spirits that 
inhabit the world (1Jn.4:4). The 
Holy Spirit will empower us 
to glorify Jesus, but we need to 
stop treating Him like a ghost. 
We have to stop ignoring Him. 
We need to let Him have His 
way with us in our lives and in 
our churches. 
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FINDING SECURITY IN 
GOD AS FATHER

Jesus, by His life and teaching, has explained  
to us what God is like.

Reason For Insecurity

When Jesus was about to 
leave the world, on the night 
before He was crucified, He told 
his disciples, “i will not leave 
you as orphans; i will come to 
you” (Jn.14:18). that happened 
(the coming back of Jesus) in the 
coming of the holy Spirit, on the 
day of pentecost. An orphan is 
one who has no father or mother. 
There is a lot of difference 
between a child who has grown 
up in a home, experiencing the 
love of a father and a mother, and 
a child who has had no father or 
mother. that means the father 
and mother died when the child 
was small so that child had to 
be brought up by a relative or in 
an orphanage. orphans tend to 
be insecure because they have 
not experienced love in their 
childhood, the love that only a 
father and mother can give.

And when there is this type of 
insecurity, orphans tend to be 
very defensive. they tend to feel 
that the world is against them, 
that people are against them, 

ZAC POONEN and that they must defend them-
selves. they become depressed, 
discouraged, and jealous of oth-
ers who have more than them. 
they become very possessive in 
friendships because of insecurity. 
they want somebody to love only 
them and nobody else. they can 
remain the same even when they 
are 40 or 50 years old. We should 
not judge orphans who are like 
this, because, way back in child-
hood, they never experienced the 
love of a father or mother. those 
of us who have parents, some-
times don’t appreciate the value 
of having them. You need to thank 
god for your father and mother, 
because there are many children 
in the world who do not have a 
father and mother.

i want to apply this spiritu-
ally. What did Jesus mean when 
he said, “i will not leave you or-
phans”? Spiritually speaking, we 
can say that the world is full of 
orphans, because they don’t have 
a father; they don’t have god as 
father. So, all the characteristics 
that you find in ordinary orphans, 
you find in these spiritual or-
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phans. The world is full of people 
who are insecure; who feel that 
others are against them. So they 
fight, they defend themselves, 
they are very possessive. it is like 
that because they are spiritually 
orphans. they love money be-
cause they are insecure. they are 
anxious. they have no heavenly 
father.

Jesus sought so much during 
his earthly ministry to impress 
upon his disciples the fact that 
god was a loving father. he 
taught them to pray, “our father.” 
No person in the old testament 
could ever pray like that. After his 
resurrection, he said, “my father 
is your father.” “No one has seen 
god at any time” (Jn.1:18). but 
Jesus came and explained him 
to us. in other words, Jesus, by 
his life and his teaching, has 
explained to us what god is like.

Knowing god

the world is full of people who 
have never seen god. None of us 
has seen god. When we have not 
seen god, it is like a man who has 
never seen an elephant. Supposing 
you were to go to some country 
where there is some child who 
has never seen an elephant or a 
picture of one. if you ask that child 
to draw a picture of an elephant, 
what do you think that elephant 
would look like? Do you think any 
child in the world will ever think 
of drawing a long nose, which we 

call a trunk? No, because there 
is no other animal that has it. 
they will draw something that 
looks like a lion or a dog, or like 
most animals with four legs, but 
nobody will be able to draw an 
elephant, if he has not seen an 
elephant, or a picture of one.

if it is so with some created ani-
mal like this, can you draw a cor-
rect picture of god? No, your pic-
ture will definitely be wrong. We 
have so many people who have 
given their own opinions about 
god. And what is the result? to-
day we have so many religions, 
each with their own ideas of what 
god is like. every one of them is 
wrong. but the man who has seen 
god will be able to draw a correct 
one. When Jesus came from heav-
en, he was the only person who 
could tell us what god is like.

most people’s idea of god is 
that of a very strict person, like 
a policeman, who is out to catch 
you for some small mistake you 
do. Like a traffic policeman who 
waits around corners to see if you 
have made some traffic violation. 
they think god is like that; just 
waiting and hiding around the 
corner, to pounce on you as 
soon as you make some mistake.  
So, most people live in the wrong 
type of fear of god. they are afraid 
that god will punish them or harm 
them. in every religion, there are 
preachers, teachers, and priests 
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who capitalise on this fear that 
people have. they say that you 
have to please this god in some 
way or the other; otherwise, he 
will punish you. in almost every 
religion, including the Christian 
religion, priests and preachers 
say that the way to please god is 
by giving him money.

So, people give money. they 
go on long pilgrimages and 
give hundreds of thousands of 
rupees. A lot of this money goes 
into the pockets of these priests, 
preachers and pastors. it is all 
to capitalise on the weakness 
of orphan-like people, knowing 
that they have some type of guilt 
feeling or fear, and making them 
give their money. Jesus came to 
remove this concept of God from 
people altogether. he said God is 
a loving Father. god is interested 
in you, and not in your money. he 
is interested in helping you.

The Heavenly Father

Which father is always trying 
to get money out of his small 
children? A father is always trying 
to help his children – feed them, 
clothe them, educate them, spend 
so much money on them, and get 
nothing in return. Jesus revealed 
God as a Father. When you feel 
that god is like a managing 
director, living up there on the top 
floor of some factory, whom you 
never see, you have got a wrong 
concept of god. And you are an 

orphan. the result is that there 
is a lot of insecurity, anxiety, fear, 
tension in your life, which you 
need not have.

Jesus said we should look at the 
birds of the air. Who feeds them? 
they don’t have a barn, they don’t 
have a storehouse, and yet it is 
very rarely that you find a dead 
bird on the road. how is that? 
how is it they don’t all starve to 
death? Are there lots of people 
throwing seeds for the birds ev-
ery day? No, they find it; some-
how our heavenly father feeds 
them. they are not worried. And 
Jesus said, “Don’t you think you 
are of more value than many 
sparrows?” Sparrows are among 
the cheapest of all birds.

there is a little story about two 
little birds, sitting on a tree, and 
talking to each other. one bird 
was asking the other bird, “Why 
do you think these human beings 
are so anxious and worried all the 
time? they always seem to be so 
tensed in their life.” the other bird 
replied, “i think the reason is that 
they don’t have a heavenly father 
like we have.” isn’t it a shame 
when Christians are anxious and 
worried?

When we are anxious and 
worried, it makes us irritable. it 
makes us tense; it makes us hit 
back at people who we suspect 
are hitting at us. The person who is 
secure in God is never disturbed by 
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whatever people say. Supposing 
you are walking down the road, 
and a dog keeps on barking from 
inside a locked gate, or even 
barking from the other side of the 
road, what are you going to do? 
Are you going to fight with that 
dog asking, “Why do you bark at 
me?” It is as foolish when you go 
and start arguing with somebody 
who is accusing you, calling you 
names, or telling false stories 
about you.

What should you do? What do 
you do when you see a barking 
dog on the other side of the road? 
Just leave him alone. but if you 
are insecure and you are like an 
orphan, you won’t be able to do 
that. You will be tense, you will 
be worried and you will just go 
and fight with that dog. That is 
how many people fight and argue 
with people who are calling them 
names. Somebody writes a bad 
letter to them, they write one 
back to them. this is all the result 
of insecurity. but how was it with 
Jesus, when people called him the 
prince of devils? he just left them 
alone. they accused him. they 
said all types of stories about 

him, he just left them alone, it did 
not bother him one bit.

So the most important thing for 
us is to know God as Father. he 
is not a policeman. he loves you. 
he cares for you. he knows every 
detail of your life. if you have 
opened your heart to let Jesus 
Christ come into your heart, god 
has become your father. that 
choice is yours. if you are not 
sure of that, you can do that right 
now. Just open your heart and 
say, “Lord Jesus, i want you to 
come into my heart. i want to be 
sure that i am a child of god.” Ask 
him to give you that assurance 
and he will send his holy Spirit 
into your heart to assure you 
that god is your father. if you are 
a Christian already, ask god to 
give you that assurance that he 
is your father who cares for you. 
It will make all the difference in 
your life.

Zac Poonen  
is a Bible teacher and 

the author of a number 
of books on the deeper 

Christian life. He resides in 
Bangalore.
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KANDHAMAL AND AFTER
Inaction of the government is doing grave disservice  

to the country.

Communal violence has 
been happening in our 
country time and again. 

Some of the most heinous cases 
were the 1983 Nellie massacre, 
1984 anti-Sikh riots in Delhi, 1992 
attack on muslims in mumbai, the 
2002 pogrom in gujarat, and the 
violent uprooting of muslims in 
muzzafarnagar in 2013. While it 
may not always be possible for  
the State administration to 
prevent communal incidents, 
it should always be within the 
powers of the State to deliver 
justice to the victim-survivors. 
the State seems to have failed in 
this area also. it appears that the 
criminal justice system is biased 
against religious minorities.

Dalit and adivasi Christians were 
subjected to horrific violence 
during December 2007 in the 
Kandhamal district of odisha. the 
attacks increased in magnitude 
during August 2008. the pretext 
of the carnage was the murder of 
a hindu religious leader Swami 
Lakshmananda  Saraswati.  Although 
Odisha government clarified that 

P. ABRAHAM the Swami was attacked by the 
Naxals, vicious anti-Christian 
propaganda was unleashed.

During the period from August 
to December 2008, members of 
the Christian community in Kand-
hamal were killed, looted, burnt 
and raped. it is estimated that 75-
123 people were murdered. more 
than 600 villages were ransacked, 
at least 5600 houses were looted 
and burnt. At least 54,000 people 
were left homeless. 295 churches 
and places of worship were de-
stroyed. 13 schools, colleges, phil-
anthropic institutions including 
leprosy homes, tb sanatoriums 
and offices of several non-profit 
organisations were looted, dam-
aged or burnt. About 30,000 peo-
ple were uprooted and had to live 
in relief camps. About 200 people 
were forced to renounce their 
Christian faith. Due to displace-
ment and fear, more than 10,000 
children had their education se-
verely disrupted. According to 
government estimates, a total of 
54 persons were killed. the total 
value of property and livelihood-
related losses is estimated to be 
2,28,76,486.
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the National Commission for 
minorities (NCm) has observed 
that the violence was “undoubt-
edly communal in nature and 
people were attacked on the ba-
sis of their religion.” the National 
peoples’ tribunal on Kandhamal, 
headed by (ret) Justice A. p. Shah 
observed that the carnage was 
“an act of communalism directed 
mainly against the Christian com-
munity, a vast majority of whom 
are dalits and adivasis.” Available 
evidence shows that the attacks 
were executed with substantial 
planning and preparation. NCm 
was candid in holding the State 
government accountable for fail-
ing in its duty to pre-
vent the violence.

grave dereliction 
of duty by the police 
through acts of 
omission has been 
pointed out by the investigators. 
this helped the fundamentalist 
elements to organise themselves 
and helped the miscreants to 
spread the riot.

After the August 2008 violence, 
the government strongly opposed 
the demand for compensation 
to reconstruct the damaged 
places of worship, stating, “it is 
against the secular policy of the 
State to pay any compensation 
for the religious institutions”! 

the petitioners contended that 
the State of odisha was violating 
articles 14, 21, 25, 26, 29 and 30 of 
the Constitution. Secularism is not 
to be confused with communal or 
religious concepts of individuals 
or religious groups.

After Kandhamal
of late, lynching in the name 

of cow protection seems to 
have become the most popular 
blood sport in the country. the 
frequency of such attacks has 
been increasing. the Dadri 
incident and the protest against 
the pakistani singer ghulam 
Ali are sad and undesirable. 

Lynching of Akhlaq in 
Dadri in 2015 and the 
beating of dalit youths 
in Una, gujarat, in 
2016 caused extensive 
protests. The horrific 

lynching of Junaid Khan in a 
train on the outskirts of Delhi 
shows the growing trend of 
violence. regarding the incident, 
the railway police nonchalantly 
said, “Such things happen.” the 
signal going out to the lawless 
mob is that it is open season 
on minorities. media reports 
show that there were 32 cases 
of vigilante attacks on muslims 
since may 2014. these elements 
feel that they have impunity. 

The signal going out to 

the lawless mob is that 

it is open season on 

minorities.
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mob frenzy is characterised 
by unprecedented barbarism. in 
march 2016, inayatullah Khan 
(12) was hanged along with 
mohammed majloom by a mob 
for suspected cattle trading. A 
14-year old girl and her 20-year 
old cousin were raped by four 
men, in march 2016, for eating 
beef. two dalit youths were 
lynched in a bihar village on 
suspicion of being thieves and 
beaten to death on June 28. the 
day when prime minister modi 
came down heavily against killing 
in the name of gau bhakti (cow 
worship), 30-40 people lynched 
a 40-year old man in bihar for 
transporting ‘prohibited meat’. 
he was beaten to death. When we 
hear that a member of the Council 
of ministers paid last tributes 
to a person accused of lynching 
Akhlaq in Dadri and covered 
the corpse with tricolour, the 
intentions come under a heavy 
cloud of doubt.

overwhelmed by grief, the wife 
of the person who was lynched 
over the suspicion of carrying 
beef denied the police claim that 
her husband traded in beef. She 
said, “he was into coal trading. 
he was the only earning member 
of the family.”

Six men transporting buffaloes 
were assaulted by a mob in baba 

haridas Nagar in south west Delhi 
on June 7, 2017. this incident 
of cattle vigilantism by radical 
groups is linked to the hindu 
right wing. the mob claimed 
the animals were cows taken for 
slaughter. the mob pelted stones 
at the pick-up vans. one person 
received serious injuries.

media reports show that 
there were 32 cases of vigilante 
attacks on muslims since may 
2014. According to the ministry 
of Home Affairs, there were 
1454 communal incidents over 
2015 and 2016, in which 183 
people have been killed and 4585 
injured.

incidents of lynching and as-
sault by cow vigilantes have gone 
up sharply across the country 
since NDA took office in 2014. 
the prime minister had made 
remarks last year against flog-
ging of Dalit youths after the Una 
incident. but little has changed 
on the ground. it seems the cow 
vigilantes feel emboldened un-
der the present dispensation. A 
zero tolerance policy needs to 
be adopted towards lynching. 
Severe punishment should be 
imposed on the perpetrators of 
the crime. Strong repudiation of 
the violence in the guise of cow 
protection should not be delayed 
any longer. it is essential to walk 
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the talk and order a crackdown 
on gaurakshaks.

Several incidents targeting 
Christians are being reported 
from madhya pradesh, haryana, 
Uttar pradesh, 
rajasthan and tamil 
Nadu. Christians are 
even being told that 
they should take 
permission from the 
District Collector 
before praying in the 
house. the authorities 
should not turn a blind 
eye to these events. 
Article 25 of our 
Constitution stipulates 
that “subject to public 
order, morality and health and to 
the other provisions of this part, 
all persons are equally entitled to 
freedom of conscience, and the 
right freely to profess, practise 
and propagate religion.”

When graham Staines and his 
two minor children, philip and 
timothy, were torched to death, 
while they were sleeping in a 
station wagon in manoharpur, 
odisha on January 23, 1999, K. 
r. Narayanan, the then president 
of india, described the murder as 
“one belonging to the inventory 
of black deeds of history.” he said 
in a strongly worded statement: 
“Someone who spent years caring 

for leprosy patients, instead of 
being thanked and appreciated 
as a role model, should be done 
to death in this manner is a 
monumental aberration from 
the traditions of tolerance and 

humanity for which 
india is known. i 
condemn the criminal 
act and join the nation 
in conveying our 
deepest sympathy 
to mrs. Staines and 
the late priest’s co-
workers and friends.”

inaction of the 
government is doing 
grave disservice to 
the country. the “Not 

in my name” movement, which 
began with a facebook invitation 
to participate in a protest in 
Delhi assumed viral dimensions, 
with other cities in india and 
elsewhere organising similar 
events. What began as a limited 
mobilisation has morphed into a 
broader movement involving all 
communities against the apathy 
of the State. the time has come for 
the government to act decisively 
without any further delay.

P. Abraham 
is the former Managing  

Editor of Light of Life 
magazine and author of 

several books 

Article 25 of our 
Constitution stipulates 
that “subject to public 

order, morality and 
health and to the other 
provisions of this Part, 
all persons are equally 
entitled to freedom of 
conscience, and the 

right freely to profess, 
practise and propagate 

religion.”
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it is Sunday morning. You 
and your family move into 
the pews of the church. 

Smile at some of the friends. Sing 
heartily along for the praise and 
thanksgiving (worship). time 
for the pastor’s message. You 
squirm yourself into the seat 
to make yourself comfortable. 
After the small initial 
prayer, the pastor 
clears his throat, looks 
at the congregation 
sternly and says, “my 
dear brothers and 
sisters, mind your 
own business.” You are 
shocked. And so is the 
congregation. Did the 
pastor really mean it? 
Did someone do or say 
something to rile the 
good pastor? A small pause from 
the pastor to see the effect of his 
words and then with his usual 
smile, he says, “brethren, it is 
not what i am saying, but what 
the bible says in 1 thessalonians 
4:11. ‘make it your ambition to 
lead a quiet life, to mind your 

MIND YOUR OWN  
BUSINESS

We are prodded from within to be better in what we do, make 
balanced decisions, and be an encourager to others.

GEORGE NINAN own business and to work with 
your own hands, just as we told 
you.’ And let us read it along 
with 2 thessalonians 3:11, 
‘they are not busy: they are 
busybodies.’”

it is not usual for a preacher to 
use this verse for his exhortation 
and message thinking that this 
may be a little offensive for 
the listeners. but actually this 

is a very good and 
essential message for 
a Christian to stand 
apart from the crowd.

isn’t it true that we 
spend a lot of our time 
looking into things 
that are essentially 
not our business? We 
are more interested 
to know or say what 
is wrong with others 
(this gives us a feeling 

that we are better). We have a lot 
to say of what is wrong with our 
leadership and our neighbour. in 
fact, for a lot of our time, we are 
busybodies.

Who or what is a busybody? 
the dictionary says a busybody 

Isn’t it true that we 
spend a lot of our time 
looking into things that 
are essentially not our 
business? We are more 
interested to know or 

say what is wrong with 
others. We have a lot 

to say of what is wrong 
with our leadership 
and our neighbour. 
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is a meddling or prying person. 
google gives the synonyms as 
meddler, mischief maker, a gossip, 
eavesdropper, scandal monger 
and more. We can feel ourselves 
bristling if anyone is to put us in 
any of those categories. but we 
do indulge in minding someone 
else’s business, even 
in small ways. how 
many of us would like 
to see what is on the 
boss’s table? Do we 
slyly glance around 
even as we converse 
with him? What a 
ruckus it would create 
if the conversations 
on the canteen or 
cafeteria table were 
captured and aired 
over the speakers? Do 
we find that in our get-
together, what is so-called fun is 
talking about others and what is 
not so right about them? 

if you would like to meet a 
master busybody from the bible, 
let us go right over to the book of 
esther and meet mr. haman. here 
was a person really going places. 
in with the king and getting what 
he wanted. then somebody told 
him that there was a guy called 
mordecai and this Jew was not 
giving him ‘bhav’. he could have 
simply ignored him and gone 
about his own business and built 
his career. but he wanted to make 
not only mordecai but the entire 

Jewish people his business. Well, 
he ended upon the gallows he 
himself had made.

if we stop being busybodies 
and judgmental, that alone will 
give us a clear Christian identity. 
it is possible that people may 
find us not much ‘fun’. But, in 

the long run, it pays 
off as we will be seen 
as trustworthy and 
confidential. Minding 
our business gives 
us freedom because 
we do not carry the 
baggage of legacies 
and expectation of 
others. it helps us to 
be ourselves. it gives 
focus on our own life, 
where we are and 
where we want to go 

in our spiritual as well as secular 
life. We are not pushed by our 
neighbour to enter the great rat 
race. instead, we are prodded 
from within by the holy Spirit to 
work harder, to be better in what 
we do, make balanced decisions, 
and be an encourager to others.

As the scripture says in 1 
thessalonians 4:11, “Let this be 
our ambition.”

George Ninan  
is a Human Resources  

professional in Goa

Minding our business 
gives us freedom 

because we do not 
carry the baggage 

of legacies and 
expectation of others. 

It helps us to be 
ourselves. It gives focus 
on our own life, where 

we are and where 
we want to go in our 
spiritual as well as 

secular life. 
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A. The Family Of Eli, The High 
Priest

the name eli means ‘god is high’. 
eli was a high priest, a descendant 
of Aaron. eli also acted as judge of 
israel for forty years (1Sam.4:18). 
but his sons, hophni and 
phinehas, were worthless men; 
they did not know the Lord. they 
forced the priest and the servants 
who were involved with the 
burning of meat for sacrifice to 
give them the priests’ part. they 
despised the offering of the Lord. 
they also lay with the women 
who served at the doorway of the 
tent of meeting. thus, the sins of 
his sons were very great before 
the Lord (2:12-17,22).

eli spoke very softly to his sons 
(2:23-25); he did not rebuke 
them (3:13). So god charged eli 
for honouring his sons more than 
god (2:29). Not punishing sin is 
allowing sin and allowing sin is 
committing sin (Jas.4:17). god 
said, those who honoured him 
he would also honour (2:29). As 
a result, god announced punish-
ment on eli’s sons (4:11,18). 

the people of god went to 
battle against the philistines and 

LEADERSHIP IN THE FAMILY
If we want to build up the ministry, we must build our families.

JACOB AHMED they were defeated. the israelites 
blamed god for the defeat. they 
carried the Ark of the Covenant 
to save them, because it indicated 
the presence of the Lord and his 
promise to save his people. inter-
estingly, the two sons of eli were 
with the Ark (4:1-4). the philis-
tines were afraid of the god of 
israel and the power of the Ark; 
they knew his power over the 
kingdoms and creation. but, of-
ten his own people rejected him 
(4:5-10;5:6-10). finally, the sons 
of eli were killed in the battle 
(4:17-22).

eli was a devoted high priest. 
he recognised the divine message 
and bowed down in humble 
submission to the prophecy of his 
downfall (3:8,18). he really loved 
and honoured the Ark of the 
Covenant; he died when he heard 
that the Ark was captured by the 
philistines. he was a very careful 
and just judge. Yet, such calamity 
came in his life.

Sin is always powerful; it kills 
and destroys many good things. 
eli was slow and mild in disci-
plining his sons. the two sons of 
eli were evil, yet they were found 
with the Ark of the Lord. they did 
not know the Lord personally, but 
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were heading the ministry. god 
will not look at our spiritual ac-
tivities or services, but our spiri-
tual character. Without spiritual 
character, our spiritual service 
is in vain and meaningless be-
fore god. eli allowed his sons to 
participate in all spiritual activi-
ties even after knowing their evil 
deeds. god is displeased when we 
play a double role in the spiritual 
arena.

We do not know how many in 
our churches are really saved. 
Some may be the children of pas-
tors and spiritual leaders. many 
of us are shouting out the name 
of the Lord in full volume in the 
church, like the israelites in the 
battlefield, but are we really born 
again? how is our life outside the 
church building? Sometimes non-
Christians know our god more 
than us; they honour Jesus al-
ways, but not Christians because 
of our worldly activities. often, 
we take for granted that we are 
Christians because we are in the 
church, baptised, ordained, etc. 
We may even become spiritual 
leaders without knowing Christ 
personally because of external 
qualifications. We give more 
importance to church tradition 
rather than obeying the word of 
god. our church building will not 
save us when we do not please 
god. We may have bibles in our 
hands, prayer in our mouth and 

praise on our lips, yet god may be 
displeased. 

parents must take the initiative 
to lead their children to Christ. We 
should not delay in admonishing 
our children. We should not 
depend on school teachers and 
the pastor for child discipline. 
how is our leadership at home? 
What do we provide when our 
children are growing? Do we 
spend time with them? maybe we 
buy different things for them, and 
spend time in watching movies, 
cricket and WWe. Do we buy a 
bible or biblical books for them? 
Do we spend time talking with 
them about god?

our children are blessings from 
god; we must guide them to know 
the Lord personally. Let us not 
send our children to bible College 
when they are not fit spiritually at 
home. Also, do not put them in the 
ministry because they are born in 
the family of Christian leaders. 
remember, because of one 
man’s disobedience the ministry 
will fall; because of one man’s 
obedience, ministry will prosper. 
if the person is not growing 
personally in the Lord, he should 
not be put in the ministry.

B. The Family Of Samuel, The 
Prophet

the name Samuel means ‘heard 
of god’. his mother hannah 
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prayed for a son and she vowed to 
dedicate him to the Lord (1:11). 
Samuel was called by god when 
he was very young, serving in 
the temple. thus Samuel served 
the Lord as a boy. he became a 
prophet of israel and led people 
to god. he gathered israel and 
prayed for them and judged them 
(7:5,6). god answered Samuel’s 
prayer. the hand of the Lord was 
against the philistines all the days 
of Samuel. When he became old, 
he appointed his sons as judges 
over israel. 

in most of the cases, judges and 
kings were anointed or selected 
by god through the prophets or 
directly. but in the case of Samuel’s 
sons, he himself appointed them 
as judges. his two sons Joel and 
Abijah did not walk in his ways. 
Samuel was a man of integrity, 
but his sons turned to dishonest 
gain and bribe (8:3). the elders 
of israel were not pleased with 
his sons because their sins were 
known to them (8:5). Was there 
carnality in appointing his sons 
as judges?

Whenever children fail, the 
parents are blamed. Samuel was 
a man of integrity, but how did 
his sons turn out to be so evil? 
Samuel even established school of 
prophets. it can happen to any one 
of us. We may be serving the Lord 
with integrity like Samuel and yet 

our children are not following 
the ways of righteousness. our 
integrity and spiritual status in 
the church do not guarantee the 
integrity of our children. We must 
lead them to Christ and develop 
them with integrity. both the sons 
of Samuel were corrupt. Didn’t 
they have any fear and respect for 
their father and his position?

We may be called to the ministry, 
like Samuel, honoured by men and 
god, yet our children can become 
stumbling blocks in our ministry. 
Sometimes we may displease 
god because of our relatives and 
family members. how we appoint 
family members in the ministry 
is a big issue. Do we observe and 
analyse their spiritual lives or just 
appoint them because they are 
our relatives? Another danger is, 
because of our reputation in the 
ministry, people may not dare to 
discipline or oppose our children 
when they go wrong. many are 
excited about family ministry, 
but how far is it successful in the 
sight of god? our concentration 
should not be on property and 
job, but on integrity and priority 
in the ministry. 

C. The Family Of Noah

Noah lived when the world 
was fully corrupt and did not 
want to listen to the voice of god. 
even god regretted that he had 
created human beings on this 
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earth. Yet, Noah kept himself 
righteous before the Lord with 
his family members, including his 
daughters-in-law. it is a mystery 
how even in the time of prevailing 
immorality, his sons did not join 
the wicked people.

Noah had a mission with his 
family members who were devot-
ed to god. All his family members 
joined him in preparing the ark, 
probably by seeing his righteous 
life and his daily walk with god. 
Noah might have been instructing 
and guiding his family members 
in the ways of god. his devotion 
helped his family members to 
grow in the Lord. his world was 
his family. he was a great father, 
husband and father-in-law.

if we were living in those 
days, we would have blamed the 
situation and people to defend 
our children and self. Noah played 
a great role in saving his children 
from calamity. many of us are 
proud when our children adopt 
the modern world which is not 
biblical. We give freedom to our 
children and do not want to hurt 
them. Sometimes, we honour our 
children more than god. We must 
teach them the word of god when 
they are young, or the world 
will manipulate them and tempt 
them. Later, we may find it very 
difficult to shape them. We have 
the church and many spiritual 

activities. how are our children 
doing?

We need to learn this great 
lesson from Noah, a great father 
who guided his family members 
so well. the bible says, children 
are an inheritance from god 
and they are a reward from god 
(psa.127:3). if they are so precious 
in the sight of god, how much 
more we need to care for them 
and help them grow in the Lord. 
Noah showed great leadership in 
his family and led them to god. 
Let us keep our children safe from 
the wickedness of this world.

We need to be effective leaders 
at home. if we fail, our children 
will fall and eventually ministry 
will also fall. Scriptures clearly in-
dicate that a spiritual leader must 
be able to manage his family well, 
keeping the children under con-
trol with all dignity (1tim.3:4,12). 
We are all busy with church pro-
grammes, more than family pro-
grammes. but remember, when 
our family falls, the ministry will 
fall, because our children are an 
inheritance from the Lord for 
his service. Sometimes people 
and god will oppose us because 
of our children’s sins. if we want 
to build up the ministry, we must 
build our families first.

how do we train our children 
at home? here are some practical 
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tips for children to develop 
integrity:
1. have family devotion with 

our children and make sure 
everyone is present. teach 
them the principle of honesty 
and success.

2. Send children to Sunday 
school where they would be 
taught right and wrong.

3. Send children of 10 years and 
above to buy some domestic 
items with some reasonable 
money. See how they manage 
to do that.

4. Allot some domestic work to 
children, make them respon-
sible.

5. Set positive example of your 
management at home; they 
will observe and learn.

We can start with these practical 
assignments to develop integrity 
in their lives. “prevention is better 
than cure.” Let us apply the word 
of god, train up our children in 
the way he should go, then even 
when they are old, they will not 
depart from it (prov.22:6).

Jacob Ahmed  
is a missionary-leader 
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then sings my soul...
how great Thou art!” 
And we do sing, true to 

the dot, that we do have a great, 
living god, who alone does great 
wonders. he remembers us in our 
low estate and redeems us. he is 
a very present help in trouble. he 
inclines unto us and hears our cry 
and does the needful. We need 
him more now in these last days, 
for perilous times have come 
and principalities and powers 
of darkness are all over the high 
places, and low places as well. 
today, our god is looking for men 
and women who can combat 
these evil forces. So, let us become 
alert and not ignore the signs of 
the times. We believers, children 
of god, also need each other more 
these days. i read a testimony 
lately which inspired me greatly.

A couple faced a crucial time, 
that fine morning, when their 
precious little daughter suddenly 
became sick and couldn’t see 
anything and almost lost her 
sight. they rushed to the hospital 
and the doctors told them after 
thoroughly examining her that 

HOW COULD THIS  
HAPPEN?

God is looking for men and women who can combat the  
evil forces.

VIMAL R. RAM an inflamed optical nerve was 
affecting her nervous system 
which may paralyse her and 
even cause her death. the over 
shocked parents rushed to their 
pastor. the pastor had already 
been prompted by the holy Spirit 
a day before to fast and pray and 
he had obeyed that inner voice 
for this unknown task. he was 
prepared for what lay ahead. 
he prayed with the parents and 
then they rushed to the hospital. 
they could see improvement in 
their daughter’s condition. this 
encouraged the pastor and he 
prayed for the child, laying his 
hands on her. the girl was healed 
and the devil was defeated. the 
amazed doctors let her go home, 
all well and normal. how could 
this happen?

the pastor obeyed the Lord and 
the holy Spirit, and got ready for 
this unknown task and fulfilled 
it victoriously. We are passing 
through crucial times. the 
newspapers and television are 
full of such news. Sin, sickness 
and problems of all sorts are 
abounding. We can see everything 
mentioned in 2 timothy 3:1-5 
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happening before us. this 
is causing the believers, the 
children of God, to lose their first 
love for the Lord god and become 
lukewarm and cold. people, on 
the broad way, are going on, 
knowingly or unknowingly, 
towards eternal destruction. 
What are we supposed to do at 
such times as these? Like that 
man of god, we should get ready 
and remain ready to be used 
wherever the need is. We must be 
ready in season and out of season 
and act according to the need. 
help our own people to keep the 
love of god wholeheartedly, have 
compassion on some, save others 
with fear, pulling them out of the 
fire, make known to as many as 
possible that our Lord is coming 
very soon. We should be found 

ready to be taken up with him 
and building up on our most holy 
faith. We ourselves should keep 
on praying in the holy Spirit. We 
have got to do all this if we really 
are saved and love our Lord with 
all our heart (Jude20-23). Let us 
not ignore the signs of the time 
and instead allow the holy Spirit 
to spark us daily and we shall 
have the answer to this question: 
how could this happen?

if not we, then who? if not now, 
then when? if not here, then 
where?

LIGHT OF LIFE 33 MAY 2016

to open and prepare a way for 
our salvation, thus regaining 
the lost paradise (due to man’s 
sin) for us. Those of us who 
have tasted and accepted this 
gift of salvation know what this 
magnificent shower of blessing 
means, for it saved us from the 
hell fire reserved for Satan and 
his angels, and is taking us to 
heaven to be with our Lord for 
evermore.

Apart from these celestial 
showers of blessing, there are so 
many that each person receives 
in his/her daily life – His pro-
visions, protection, needs being 
met, a very present help in trou-
ble, our refuge and strength, 
who satisfies us with good 

things and crowns our years 
with His goodness and mercies. 

As I conclude, let me add one 
more shower of blessing: the 
promise of His second coming, 
without which everything will 
become useless and meaningless. 
Jesus will come again with His 
angels on clouds and we shall be 
caught up with our Lord in the air 
to be with Him in heavenly places 
for evermore (1Thes.4:15-18)! Are 
you blessed with God’s showers 
of blessing?
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the term ‘reformation’ 
changed the world of 
Christianity exactly 500 

years ago. And it was the Lord’s 
doing through a humble german 
miner’s son named martin Luther. 
the period between the 10th and 
the 15th centuries was called 
the Dark Ages of Christianity. 
the organisational structure of 
the church was stubborn and its 
leaders had become corrupt. the 
doctrinal differences between 
church leaders split the church 
into two parts: the eastern 
orthodox Church, headed by 
the patriarch of the Church of 
Constantinople, and the Latin 
Western Church, led by the pope, 
the bishop of rome, known as the 
roman Catholic Church.

by the time of the sixteenth 
century, many reformers tried 
their best to correct the teachings 
and practices of the roman 
Catholic Church, calling it back 
to obedience to god’s word and 
pleading with the people that 
they must obey god rather than 
men, when the gospel was at 
stake. but the powerful church 

REFORMATION,  
ONCE AGAIN

May God reform us once again for His name sake!

MOHAN ADINARAYANA leadership managed to defeat 
these attempts, often by torturing 
and killing the reformers.

Why was the reformation 
needed?

• The top leadership was cor-
rupt.

• The church tortured people 
suspected of holding non- 
orthodox beliefs until they 
confessed or died.

• The church encouraged be-
lievers to pray to mary and 
the saints. from the 5th  
century onwards, mary began 
to grow in reputation in the 
church, rapidly becoming an 
object of worship.

• Salesmen for the church went 
around selling ‘indulgences’–
letters written by the pope 
supposedly forgiving people 
their sins.

many people began to follow 
and support the reformers. the 
roman Catholic Church could no 
longer silence these protestants 
as they were awakened. A 
number of events came together 
to place the bible into the hands 
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of the people in the pews. having 
personal access to the bible, they 
were able to judge for themselves 
whether the teachings of the 
church leaders were true or 
not. many believers followed 
the reformers out of the roman 
Catholic Church in order to return 
to the teachings of Scripture.

Reformation In The State

it all started in germany. the 
relationship between church and 
state can be traced to the old tes-
tament. the prophets often acted 
as the finger of God, challenging 
the state leaders. these includ-
ed prophets, like Nathan, elijah, 
elisha, Amos, Jeremiah, isaiah, 
among others. they challenged 
the rulers whenever they depart-
ed from the will of god for the 
people of israel. in the New tes-
tament, we find Jesus was always 
at crossroads with some authori-
ties and his death was judicial. 

the same thing happened on the 
night of october 31, 1517. martin 
Luther nailed the 95 theses – a 
proposal to debate the doctrine 
and practice of indulgences – 
to the citadel church door in 
Wittenberg, germany, beginning 
what became known as the 
protestant reformation. that was 
the beginning of a new protestant 
church era. his 95 theses were 
based on the principle of romans 
1:17 – the just shall live by faith. 

his theses were copied and 
distributed all over europe.

reformation is a must for holy 
living. many debates are going on 
among leaders, dialogues are tak-
ing place between the countries 
and people are voicing out for 
change, with a hope for newness 
in their hearts. Let’s pray for ref-
ormation.

Reformation In The Scripture

During the time of Jesus, the 
pharisees, scribes, chief priests 
and elders of the temple were 
misleading the people of israel 
and forcing them to practise man-
made traditions, rather than the 
Law of moses. Jesus came to bring 
a reformation and pronounced 
seven woes on the self-righteous 
pharisees and scribes, in mat-
thew 23:13-31, because:
1. they kept people out of god’s 

kingdom (v.13).
2. they took advantage of 

widows (v.14).
3. they misled men to eternal 

destruction (v.15).
4. they were covetous of world-

ly things (vv.16-22).
5. they refused to show com-

passion (vv.23,24).
6. they were inwardly corrupt 

(vv.25-28), and
7. They afflicted the righteous 

(vv.29-31). 
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As a result of the reformation, 
hundreds of millions of Christians 
all over the world have submitted 
to god’s word as their highest au-
thority – word alone (sola scrip-
tura). Luther also taught that sal-
vation was a gift given by god’s 
grace alone (sola gratia), through 
the instrument of faith alone 
(sola fide) in the death and resur-
rection of their one Saviour and 
mediator, Jesus Christ alone (sola 
christus), so that all glory would 
always be given to the triune god 
alone (solideogloria).

Reformation In The Self (Spirit)

there is a need to reform our 
hearts. today, the church (body 
of Christ) is biblically illiterate, 
spiritually powerless and sinfully 
blind. it needs reformation once 
again, as does every believer. 
partiality, disunity and indignity 
still exist in congregations and 
organisations, instead of love and 

leadership of servanthood and  
loyalty.

today, reformation is all about 
absolute truth. five hundred years 
ago, it was the ‘organisational 
reformation’ which brought the 
change in doctrines, but now in the 
21st century, we need a ‘personal 
reformation’ in our hearts and it 
will come only when we surrender 
ourselves once again in the hands 
of our Lord Jesus Christ and cry 
out like King David, “revive me, 
o Lord, for Your name’s sake,” 
(psa.143:11) and “Wilt thou not 
revive us again: that thy people 
may rejoice in thee?” (psa.85:6). 
may god reform us once again for 
His name sake!

Mohan Adinarayana  
is the pastor of Vikhroli 

Telugu Baptist 
Church, Mumbai.

Light of Life
ATTENTION ADVERTISERS!

Please

  Send us the advertisement matter through e-mail, latest by the 4th day of 
the month preceding the one in which you require the advertisement to be 
published.

  release the payment along with the advertisement or within seven days of 
submission of our invoice. While releasing the payment through bank, intimate 
us by e-mail the details of the payment, with your name and address.

  Send us the advertisement matter in CoralDraw as well as Word file, to 
facilitate corrections wherever required and to improve its presentation.



44Light of Life September 2017

d

IN HIM ALONE OUR 
HOPE ABIDES

“regret the past,” i’ve heard them say, 
“Live the future with hope and nerve!” 

but, who on earth, knows what in future lay? 
Though a far off sight, I perceive but pale!

i see a tomorrow marred with fear; 
At homes and streets, misery calls- 

And a low whisper – “The end is near!” 
As time often sings to terror’s tunes!

i see forsaken parents weep, 
Love loses all moral worth! 

the leaders, the rich in plenty reap, 
While the poor, the orphan, they starve and lean!

As objects of lust, women used; 
man now kindles heaven’s wrath, 
in lanes and grooves, kids abused, 
Humanity wounded in every hill!

Virtues lose their true appeal, 
gadgets rule men’s evil hearts, 

No obscenity is shame, they feel! 
And religion becomes a side-lined tale.

Nations call for peace, in all but vain; 
Bloodshed fails to cease, as woe prevails! 

Young and old, alike are slain; 
The world beckons a final war!

Turn, O man, and mend your ways! 
Lest a future to regret, awaits by your side; 

hasten not to those awful days, 
On God, and God alone our hope abides!

Asher John  
is a third year B.Sc. 

Statistics student in 
Mumbai.
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in matthew 16:13-18, Jesus 
asked the disciples who 
others thought he was. 

peter responded that, while 
others thought of Jesus as being 
a top prophet like Jeremiah and 
elijah, he saw Jesus as completely 
different: He was the Messiah, the 
very Son of god.

Jesus called peter truly blessed 
and said that this truth was not 
gained from hours of bible study, 
but something that had been 
revealed to peter by the father in 
heaven.

but how did peter get this 
revelation? back in matthew 14, 
he and the other disciples had 
proclaimed Jesus to be the Son 
of god. they all worshipped him 
as they saw how Jesus could help 
peter walk on water, and pick him 
up even after he stumbled.

but this was not the revelation 
that Jesus was referring to. the 
revelation of who Jesus really 
was directly from the father 
(matt.16:17). i see how the 
father revealed this to peter in 
mark 8.

THE MAKING OF PETER 
THE DISCIPLE -5

Disciples need another touch.

SANDEEP POONEN
mark 8 begins with Jesus mul-

tiplying bread to feed thousands 
(vv.1-10). Soon after, some re-
ligious leaders asked Jesus for 
a sign as proof of his author-
ity (v.11). Jesus refuses their re-
quest, and warns his disciples to 
be careful of the infecting leaven 
of the legalists and the worldly 
(vv.14-15). the disciples hear the 
word ‘leaven’ and think that Jesus 
is talking about physical bread. 
they had already forgotten Jesus’ 
recent words to them that what 
went into the body could not de-
file a person (Mk.7:14-23).

So Jesus rebukes them for 
relating to his instructions at 
an earthly level. the disciples 
did not understand the meaning 
of Jesus’ words because their 
hearts were still hardened (dull 
and insensitive). it was not an 
intelligence issue; their hearts 
were fixed on earthly things, and 
so were insensitive to the things 
of god (vv.17-18).

but who had hard hearts? Not 
the pharisees, but his closest 
disciples! Yes, the ones who had 
left all to follow him. And the ones 
who had just recently worshipped 
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him as the Son of god, when he 
walked on water. but now their 
hearts were insensitive to the 
things of god. They had eyes, 
but could not see.

What happens next (vv.22-26) 
is Jesus’ message for them and 
his prescription for this spiritual 
blindness. these verses speak to 
the only miracle where Jesus laid 
his hands on a blind man, but the 
man wasn’t fully healed right away. 

Jesus definitely did not lack 
the power to heal completely. 
rather, Jesus was seeking to teach 
his disciples something. because, 
even though Jesus touched the 
man, he asks the man a ques-
tion, “i know you have eyes. And 
i know i touched you. but do you 
see properly?” And praise god, 
this man was honest. he said, “i 
can see something, but i see men 
as trees walking around!” What 
a tragedy if he had sought to be 
super-spiritual and claimed ‘by 
faith’ that he was healed when he 
was not. he would have walked 
away with distorted vision.

this is a lesson for us. We can 
claim to want to be disciples of 
Jesus, but we might still primar-
ily want him (in the way we live 
our lives) for our earthly needs. if 
so, we are living as those who see 
men walking around like trees. 
We are grossly reducing the true 
potential of what Christ can be 
for us.

then, Jesus wants to speak to 
my life and ask me, “Sandeep, is 
my promise a reality in your life? 
i might have touched your eyes 
in the past, but you still don’t 
see me like you should. You have 
heard many great sermons, but 
you still do not understand who 
i am. the disciples saw me walk 
on water, and even worshipped 
me as god’s Son. they saw me 
multiply bread for thousands, but 
their hearts were still insensitive 
and dull. they needed me to 
touch them again to see me as the 
one and only messiah? So if our 
relationship is primarily about 
Me helping you in your earthly 
problems, then you’re not seeing 
straight. You do not see Me for who 
I really am. You are like the blind 
man who saw people walking 
around like trees!”

how is it with us?
• We can read verses like, 

“god will honour those who 
honour me” (1Sam.2:30) and 
“No weapon formed against 
you will prosper” and think 
about the neighbours and co-
workers who bother us. So 
we claim that verse is against 
them.

• We can read prayers like, 
“bless me and enlarge my 
border” and immediately ask 
that god enlarge our bank 
account or the size of our 
property.
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• We can read promises like, “By 
his stripes we are healed” 
and become convinced that 
God will most definitely heal 
our arthritis.

true disciples of Jesus do not 
look to Jesus to work one earthly 
miracle after another for them. 
they long to see Jesus for who 
he is – as the messiah and Son of 
God!

And how encouraging it is to 
see that this was fulfilled here 
in Peter’s life! During the long 
30-mile walk between bethsaida 
and Caesarea philippi, peter 
understood why Jesus touched 
the blind man a second time to 
heal him. Peter had been born and 
raised in Bethsaida (Jn.1:44), and 
saw the parallel to his own life. He 
was blind to who Jesus really was. 
Peter saw that he really is the blind 
man from Bethsaida who needed a 
second touch from Jesus!

Yes, Jesus had asked peter 
to follow him, and peter did that.
he had walked on water and had 
worshipped Jesus as the Son of 
god. So he had been touched once 
by Jesus.
but his heart was now hardened 
and dull and insensitive. he had 
once again lost sight of who 
Jesus was. his mind was so stuck 
on earthly things that when 
Jesus talked about leaven, his 
mind went straight back to earthly 
bread and his growling stomach. 

peter had reduced Jesus to his 
level –there to deal with and solve 
his earthly issues. he was truly the 
blind man who was seeing Jesus 
with distorted vision. What he 
needed was a second touch from 
god. i can imagine peter having a 
burning cry in his heart for this 
second touch as he walked on the 
road to Caesarea philippi. And i 
believe that the father revealed it 
to him in a fresh way.

This, dear brothers and sisters, is 
the second (or another) touch we 
need from God.

Yes, we have heard the call 
from god, and we are willing 
to surrender all to follow 
Jesus. Yes, we have heard and 
can definitively attest to the 
miraculous hand of god in our 
lives – saving us from accidents, 
healing our bodies, providing 
financially time and time again, 
etc. but we’re still wallowing in 
a sub-standard life, where Jesus 
is not the messiah - the Anointed 
one, and our everything.

many sincere Christians 
have settled for a sub-standard 
Christianity, where we praise 
Jesus with our lips, sing loudly at 
church on Sundays, and regularly 
attend bible studies – but we do 
not demonstrate with our lives 
that Jesus is the messiah [the one 
who was sent as a Saviour for the 
whole world].
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We have our bibles now, so 
we know all the right words for 
Jesus – messiah, the Son of god, 
the Christ, etc. but it is our lives 
and our actions that prove who 
he really is to us. Do our lives and 
priorities and choices reveal that 
Jesus truly is our messiah? And 
even if we’re not all the way there 
yet (i’m not), are we radically 
committed to this journey? Are we 
willing to ‘sell all’ selfish interest 
in earthly matters so that we can 
see Jesus as our messiah? True 
disciples are those who have had 
their eyes opened to who Jesus 
really is – that they genuinely 
regard Him in their daily lives as 
the holy and chosen Son of God.

Praise God for Peter’s example 
here. He sought a second touch, 
and the Father revealed Jesus in 
an altogether fresh way to Peter.
So may god make us disciples 
who constantly seek another 
touch from god – where Jesus is 
increasingly magnified!

And of this one thing i am sure: 
flesh and blood cannot reveal this 
(matt.16:17) to us, but the holy 
Spirit will (Jn.16:14). So may we 
seek diligently the holy Spirit.
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FORGIVENESS
Matt.18: 21-35 (The parable of the unmerciful servant)

Sermon Outline 

STANLEY MEHTA

a) forgiveness is a command and not an option. 
 eph.4:32
b) forgiveness is a decision, not a feeling.
 if you come within the range of being loved, you will also come 

within the range of being hurt.
c) forgiveness leads to healing.
 Job5:2;18:4;21:23-25;Lk.6:27,28;1Cor.13:5.
d) forgiveness is unilateral.
 Jesus said on the cross, ‘father forgive them…’ (he could have 

called legions of angels)
 rom.5:6-10;12:19 (So relinquish the desire to get even or to avenge 

yourself)
e) forgiveness is conditional.
 matt.6:15
f) Forgiveness reflects the nature of God.
 psa.86:5;130:3,4;Neh.9:17
g) forgiveness can be learned.
 refocus. Job11:13-16

sunday Funnies

a little girl, dressed in her Sunday best, was running as fast as she could, trying 
not to be late for Bible class. as she ran she prayed, "Dear Lord, please don't let me 
be late! Dear Lord, please don't let me be late!" as she was running and praying, 
she tripped on a curb and fell, getting her clothes dirty and tearing her dress. She 
got up, brushed herself off, and started running again. as she ran she once again 
began to pray, "Dear Lord, please don't let me be late... But please don't shove me 
either!"

On A Lighter Note
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CYRIL GEORGESON

Take this test. Answer only 
with a yes or no!

• Your friend criticises your 
favourite singer/speaker/
author. Do you quickly jump 
to their defence?

• You’ve been wanting to go to a 
particular movie/restaurant/
location, but your parents/
spouse is not inclined. Do you 
get upset?

• A friend of another faith 
criticises Christians. Are you 
ready to boil?

• You’re travelling by public 
transport and someone plays 
loud music on his phone. Are 
you angry at his insensitivity?

• Does it annoy you when 
you suggest an initiative at 
college/work/home but no 
one shows interest?

the greater the number of yes’s 
in the quiz the less tolerant you 
are. And, if the questions make 
you upset then read on! The above 
test is similar to a psychology test 
doing the rounds on how tolerant 
you are.

Is Tolerance Open-
mindedness?

researchers at the Catholic 
University of Louvain which is 
belgium’s largest french speaking 
university did a study among 445 
Atheists, 255 Christians and a set 
of 37 buddhists, muslims and Jews. 
the study was titled ‘Are atheists 
dogmatic?’. Answer: Atheists are 
more open minded than those who 
are religious. Right? Wrong! Yes, 
that may, for many, be the expected 
result, but actually it turns out the 
other way. the research showed 
that religious people are more 
tolerant of different viewpoints 
than atheists. You read it right. 
though the general impression 
is that religious people are more 
close-minded than those who 
don’t believe in god (but actually 
believe in reason and science), 
the survey proved otherwise. filip 
Uzarevic, one of the co-authors 
of the paper, was quoted. “in our 
study, the relationship between 
religion and closed-mindedness 
depended on the specific aspect 
of closed-mindedness. Somewhat 
surprisingly, when it came to subtly 
measured inclination to integrate 

Open-mindedness will only strengthen our 
faith in the triune God.
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views that were divergent and 
contrary to one’s own perspectives, 
it was the religious who showed 
more openness.”

Now interestingly, Times of India 
from which most of the research 
has been quoted titled the article 
Atheists less tolerant than religious. 
though the research seemed to be 
about open or close-mindedness, 
open-mindedness was treated 
assynonymous with tolerance. 
Now tolerance is defined as 
‘the ability or willingness to 
tolerate the existence of opinions 
or behaviour that one dislikes 
or disagrees with’ while open-
mindedness is ‘willing to consider 
new ideas; unprejudiced.’ it is very 
clear that ‘open-mindedness’ 
is not the same as ‘tolerance’. 
tolerance only permits contrary 
ideas to exist while open-
mindedness is willing to examine 
and include contrary ideas. 
tolerance also has the additional 
baggage of being high-handed 
or seemingly magnanimous – a 
position of pride and arrogance.

Now the first quiz on ‘tolerance’ 
is a useful measure when used 
to consider behaviour – as in 
tolerating the tantrum of a child in 
a bus. the sought-after quality is 
‘open-mindedness’ when it comes 
to ideas, opinions and concepts.

Tolerance

What is the Christian response 
to the questions of tolerance and 
open-mindedness? Are we as 
disciples of Jesus expected to be 

tolerant and/or open-minded? 
paul writing to the Corinthians 
declares, “though i am free from 
all men, i have made myself a slave 
to all, so that i may win more. to 
the Jews i became as a Jew, so that 
i might win Jews; to those who are 
under the Law, as under the Law 
though not being myself under 
the Law, so that i might win those 
who are under the Law; to those 
who are without law, as without 
law, though not being without the 
law of god but under the law of 
Christ, so that i might win those 
who are without law. to the weak 
i became weak, that i might win 
the weak; i have become all things 
to all men, so that i may by all 
means save some. i do all things 
for the sake of the gospel, so that 
i may become a fellow partaker of 
it” (1Cor.9:19-23).

And in keeping with this, we 
see that timothy who had a 
Jewish mother was encouraged 
to be circumcised so that his 
uncircumcision would not be a 
stumbling block to the receptivity 
of the gospel (Acts 16:1-3). on 
the other hand titus with both 
greek parents was not compelled 
to be circumcised. paul acted 
in this manner since he did not 
want any behaviour to become 
a stumbling block, while on the 
other hand he needed to ensure 
that the gospel did not become 
captive to the Judaisers. in this 
contrast with regard to timothy 
and titus he knits together 
two critical factors. So, we can 
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clearly learn that we need to 
tolerate different viewpoints on 
our behaviour so that we can 
proclaim Christ unhindered, 
without compromise to our 
fundamental belief. he advises 
elsewhere, “it is not good to eat 
meat or drink wine or do anything 
by which your brother stumbles” 
(rom.14:21). in behaviour paul 
became a slave to all. paul also 
tolerated the behaviour of others 
as long as they were not morally 
unacceptable.
Close-mindedness

What about being open to 
ideas? two factors seem directly 
proportional to the closing of the 
mind to new or contrary ideas 
(for those who call themselves 
Christians) – the period for which 
one has been a Christian and/or 
the longer onehas been associated 
with a particular framework of 
systematised Christian theology 
or denomination. it’s not the case 
for those who are willing to mingle 
with people of other persuasions, 
Christian or otherwise, openness 
to scripture and the leading of the 
holy Spirit. Christians should be 
the ones who set the benchmark 
in proper open-mindedness to 
the world. Jesus promised us 
that we would know the truth 
and that the truth would set us 
free – free also to consider ideas 
and concepts that may seem alien 
but can be examined in the light 
of reason, practical evidence and 
experience. We can rest assured 
that there is no truth that will 

suddenly spring upon us that will 
shake the foundations of what 
we believe. the one who is the 
wellspring and fountain of truth 
has promised that he is the truth 
and does not expect us to believe 
any lie – even when it comes to 
him. there may be opinions, 
viewpoints, theories and even 
speculations of science and other 
disciplines but these are not to be 
confused with truth. We can be an 
example of those who are willing 
to consider all claims, put it to the 
test and see what, (if anything in 
some cases), can be accepted and 
incorporated. Also, our evangelism 
becomes more dynamic since we 
are willing to listen to others and 
show open-mindedness as we 
expect them to do.

open-mindedness will only 
strengthen our faith in the triune 
god and our understanding in all 
areas, including scripture, will be 
sharpened. this will also keep us 
from becoming fossilised Chris-
tians who cannot be moulded, 
sometimes even by god. Let us live 
up to the one who has tolerated us 
beyond our broadest expectations 
and desires us to be defenders of 
the truth, no matter the discipline 
it appears in. this will make us 
both tolerant and open-minded 
and will result in us being true dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ.

Cyril Georgeson  
serves with InterServe 

and resides in Mumbai.
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Admission Notice

We invite applications from qualified young boys and girls for Bible 
Training for the following courses.

Our college is member of A.T.A.

COURSES ELIGIBILITIES DURATION FEES

Master in Divinity
(M.Div.)

Graduate or 12th 
Pass

3 Years Rs.35,000/- P.A.

Master in Divinity
(M.Div.)

B.Th Passed 2 Years Rs.35,000/- P.A.

Bachelor of  
Theology

12th Pass 3 Years Rs.25,000/- P.A.

Diploma in  
Theology

10th grade with 
some field 
Work experience 
or  12th pass

2 years Rs.15,000/- P.A.

Admission is open for first or second semesters in 2017 and 2018.

Admission is open for even second year or in third year for M.Div. and 
B.Th.

Application on plain paper should be sent  with  Xerox copies of all 
certificates  and 4 colour passport size photos.

Fees should be paid at the time of admission. Fees cover boarding, 
lodging and tuition. Rest of the expenses will be the responsibility of 
students.

Principal,
KOINONIA COLLEGE OF THEOLOGY
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notes along 
tHe Journey

WHAT’S IN A ‘FACE’?
OBY CHERIAN

his face was so disfigured 
he seemed hardly 
human, and from his 

appearance, one would scarcely 
know” (isa.52:14NLt). “he had 
no beauty or majesty to attract us 
to him, nothing in his appearance 
that we should desire him” 
(isa.53:2 NiV).

i have always wondered what 
Jesus looked like. have you? What 
was he like when he walked on 
this earth? Did he have black 
eyes, blue eyes, or more likely 
brown eyes! Did He have black 
hair or brown? Was his nose long 
or short?

So it was no wonder that i 
clicked on a clip that talked about 
a child prodigy who claimed to 
have had multiple visions of Jesus 
when she was 4 and painted the 
picture when she was 7. She said 
she drew from her vision but she 
also said she used a tall carpenter 
friend of her family, as a model 
for the painting. Curious, i clicked 
on another clip that showed an 
interview with the same artist 
now 18 years old. by this time 
she had become famous having 

sold many paintings, some worth 
more than a million dollars. She 
said the picture of Jesus that she 
had painted 11 years ago was 
authentic but then she said it was 
matched up with the shroud of 
turin and found to be congruent.
This turned off the whole thing 
for me, because i already knew 
that the shroud of turin was not 
authentic. 

i suppose we will never know 
what he looked like. this, i feel, 
is how he would have wanted 
it so that we don’t worship any 
image! Some people say they 
have a picture of Jesus with their 
other gods. then i try to explain 
to them the difference between 
Jesus and religion. i ask them, 
“Was there a camera 2000 years 
ago? Did anybody ever draw a 
picture of Him?” No! The truth is 
that nobody today knows what 
he looked like. these are but the 
imaginations of men that serve 
religion. but Jesus is much beyond 
that. many things we don’t know 
but we know he died for our sins 
and he lives to keep us day by 
day.

So the important thing is not 
what he looked like but whether 



56Light of Life September 2017

d

Oby J. Cherian  
is a consultant urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.

LIGHT OF LIFE 67 MARCH  2016

NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.

he lives in our hearts today. Can 
people see our Saviour in us? And 
for us who believe, the important 
thing is whether we are growing 
in our knowledge of him. recently 
i met somebody i had not met for 
decades. i could not recognise 
him because he had changed so 
much. but he was still the same 
individual and knowing him as 
a person would have very little 
to do with what he might have 
looked like in a photograph. 

So are we getting to know him 
a little better every day?

And for us who believe, the 
other thing that is more important 
than what he looked like, is what 
he looks like today. Can we see 
Jesus in the people who are 
suffering around us? Many of 

those broken worn out faces have 
little resemblance to the idealistic 
strong faces that depict Jesus. but 
listen to what he says, “As much 
as you did it to one of these my 
brethren you did it for me.”

And then one day we shall see 
him. Are you waiting for that 
day? “but we know that when 
Christ appears, we shall be like 
him, for we shall see him as he 
is. All who have this hope in him 
purify themselves, just as he is 
pure” (1Jn.3:2-3). “And they shall 
see his face; and his name shall 
be in their foreheads” (rev.22:4).
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Psalms 1 to 41 
New International Version (IBS) or Zondervan

J. FredrIC dawson

CrOsswOrd 42 

all clues are repetition of the verses or part of it

Send in your answers with bible references by e-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, to 
reach Light of Life, post box 4576, 21-YmCA road, mumbai Central, mumbai 400008, not later 
than October 5, 2017. please indicate your name, address and Light of Life Subscription 
Number while sending the answers. 

Clues across:

1.  From the Lord comes ……., may your 
blessing be on your people. (ch     vs )

6.  You welcomed him with rich blessings 
and placed a ……. of pure gold on his 
head. (ch vs)

8.  I lie down and …….; I wake again, 
because the Lord sustains me. (ch   vs )

9.  Will evil doers never learn, those who 
devour my people as men ….bread and 
who do not call on the Lord? (ch  vs )

10.  In my integrity you uphold me and … me 
in your presence for ever. (ch    vs )

12. You anoint my head with oil; my …. 
overflows. (ch       vs        )

13. Kiss my son, lest he be angry and you will 
be destroyed in your way, for his wrath 
can … up in a moment. (ch   vs )

15.  …the birds of the air, and the fish of the 
….., all that swim the paths of the seas. 
(ch      vs )

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8
9

10 11
12

13 14 15
16 17

18 19

20

16.  To you, O Lord, I lift … my soul; in you I 
trust, O my god. (ch       vs     )

18.  Let their …. be silenced, for with pride 
and contempt they speak arrogantly 
against the righteous. (ch       vs      )

19.  … the assembled peoples gather 
around you. rule over them from on 
high. (ch      vs    )

20. he will receive blessing from the Lord 
and …………. from god his saviour. 
(ch      vs      )

Clues down:

1.  You destroy those who tell lies; blood 
thirsty and …….. men, the Lord abhors. 
(ch     vs    )

2.  The …… may grow weak and hungry 
but those who seek the Lord lack no 
good thing. (ch       vs     )

3.  Therefore my heart is glad and my 
tongue rejoices; my body also will ….. 
secure. (ch      vs  )
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4.  But the ….. will not always be forgotten 
nor the hope of the afflicted ever perish. 
(ch     vs     )

5.  In the morning I lay my requests before 
you and wait in …….. (ch      vs     )

7.  he catches the helpless and drags them 
off in his ….. (ch      vs    )

11.  Turn your …. to me, come quickly to 
my rescue. (ch      vs      )

14.  Be not deaf to my weeping, for I dwell 
with you as an ……, a stranger, as all 
my fathers were. (ch       vs      )

15.  Blessed is the man who does not …. in 
the seat of mockers. (ch      vs      )

17.  hear, O Lord, my righteous ……, listen 
to my cry. (ch       vs      )

Clues across:
1. arbitrate (9:33)
7. Three (1:2 or 4)
8. gloom (10:21)
9. hedge (1:10)
13. idle (11:3) 
15. Plea (13:6) 
16. Sour (20:14)
18. noon (5:14)
19. Oh (19:23)
21. Destruction (21:20) 

answers to Crossword 41 (Job 1-21

Clues down:
1. attention (7:17)
2. birth (3:1)
3. Tread (9:8)
4. argue (9:14)
5. Erode (14:18)
6. humiliation (19:5)
10. eye (14:3)
11. go (17:16)
12. Sprout (14:7)  
14. lions (4:10)
17. Ox (6:5)
20. Or (8:20)  

Crossword 41 winners

Jalaja Sulochana, hyderabad, Tel.
D. alexander, Mumbai, Mah.
John S. andrews, Sangli, Mah.
a. Sunderraj, ambernath, Mah.
Chandra Kumari Mohan, Nagercoil, TN
Nilima Chowdhury, Purulia, WB
Christy Inbaraj, Chennai, TN
Elcy Johnas, Thane, Mah.
Susan Easow, Trivandrum, Ker.
Edna Christalin aarons, Mumbai, Mah.
Biswa ranjan Mohanty, Jamshedpur, Jhar.
Vathsala J. Kotian, Mumbai, Mah.
Thelma roberts, hyderabad, Tel.
Damara Samadanam, hyderabad, Tel.
Celina Stephen Joshi, gandhinagar, guj.
rita I. hukkeri, Mangalore, Kar.
Ivor Valentine, Mumbai, Mah.
Suresh Kumar Silas, Yadgiri, Kar.
D. hillel Johnson, Vellore, TN
D. Prem Kumar, Bengaluru, Kar.

M. Edwin, Coimbatore, TN
Mary Mathew, Trivandrum, Ker.
Linda rose Khongwir, Shillong, Megh.
g. Susan abraham, hyderabad, Tel.
anjali Sahu, Cuttack, Odisha
Dolly Sinha roy, Vadodara, guj.
N. Thawnzagin, Churchandpur, Manipur
Daisy T. Michael, Coimbatore, TN
I. Devanayagam, Tirunelveli, TN
K.P. Mohandas, Bidar, Kar.
Jayakumar u., Secunderabad, 
regina L. Victor, Ponda, goa
Jessie Periera, Salcette, goa
Licy Oomachan, Bhopal, MP
Ottie E. Salins, ambernath, Mah.
P. Syiemiong, Shillong, Megh.
Sarita amanna, ambernath, Mah.
Lesley Birnur, hubli, Kar.
K. Jeyapandiaraj, Vellore, TN
T. rajkumari Devaraju, hubli, Kar.
Margeret John, Thane, Mah.
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Don’t Waste Their Mistakes... Learn From Them

THE TRAGEDY OF A PRIEST WHO 
LOVED HIS SONS MORE THAN THE 

LORD
 VIJAY THANGIAH

CHaraCter 
study

CHARACTER:  
Eli

MEANING: ‘high’, 
‘ascended’, ‘my God’

PRONUNCIATION: 
ee-lai

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
1 Sam.1:1-28;2:12-
36;3:1-18;4:1-18

BACKgROUND

eli was the high priest of israel at the end of the era of the 
judges. this was that chequered period of israel’s history 
when “there was no king in israel [and] everyone did what 
was right in his own eyes.”
this was also true of eli. he was a believer and a priest and 

a judge over israel. but he was a man whose inconsistencies and failures 
ultimately marred his testimony, spoiled his legacy, and brought his own 
family to ruin. his life is a tragic cautionary tale.

MAIN LESSONS

1. Eli was slow to hear the voice of God. 
When hannah was silently praying at the temple, it is 
interesting that eli, the priest, did not even seem to 
recognise silent prayer when he saw it. this suggests that 
he was lax in his own private prayer life. Also there seems 
to have been a pattern of this sort of thing with eli.

in the passage where god spoke to the young boy Samuel, eli was sleeping 
in the next room. the voice of the Lord came to Samuel three times. it 
was apparently an audible voice, because Samuel thought eli was calling 
him. So he went into where the old priest was sleeping, and awakened 
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him. it was not until the third time god spoke that eli realised it was the 
voice of god calling Samuel. he told him to go back, lie down, and when 
the voice came again, he was to say, “Speak, Lord, for your servant hears” 
(1Sam.3:9). but eli himself simply rolled over and went back to sleep. We 
know that, because when god spoke to Samuel, the message included a 
prophecy of judgment against eli’s house, and eli had to be told about it 
the next day.

2. It is how you end that matters.

During a time when everyone in israel was doing what was right in his 
own eyes, he maintained the sacrificial system and kept the tabernacle 
open.
it is said of the sons of eli in 1 Samuel 2:12, that they did not know the 
Lord, or had no regard for the Lord or, as the KJV puts it, were sons of 
belial. the word belial basically means ‘wickedness’ or ‘worthlessness’. 
but nowhere does the bible say that eli did not know the Lord.
it appears that even though he was able to identify the voice of the 
Lord, there was a limited obedience to his voice. he acknowledged the 
sovereignty of god when he did not resist or try to defend himself when 
god pronounced judgment on his household.
furthermore, it is clear that eli had a deep love for the ark of god, which 
symbolised god’s presence. When the ark was carried into battle, eli’s 
heart feared for it (1Sam.l  4:13). And when he heard of the capture of the 
ark of God, he fell off his seat, broke his neck and died (v.18). Right to his 
death, eli was deeply concerned about the things of god.

3. Eli is the patron saint of all spiritual couch potatoes.

When we read of the physical posture of eli as portrayed in the bible, he 
appears to be a slothful, idle man. he is always either seated or sleeping. eli 
is never once portrayed as a man of action in any of the biblical references 
to him. he was a lazy man. he was the kind of person who could roll back 
over and go to sleep even when he knew god was present and speaking 
with an audible voice. he loved the seat of authority, but not the duties 
that came with it.

4. Eli’s incompetence made him a failure as a priest.

In 1 Samuel 1:13, we find that Hannah prayed in her heart, her lips 
were moving but her voice was not heard. eli thought that she was 
drunk. What he did next is even more appalling. he rebuked her. 
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Verse 14: “eli said to her, ‘how long will you go on being drunk? put 
your wine away from you.’” there is no suggestion that he moved 
from his seat or came and whispered this rebuke in her ear to keep it 
private. the impression we get is that from his seat at the doorpost, 
he barked this rebuke at her.
this was not only rude, it was horribly insensitive, and incompetent. 
the fact that he would assume the worst about a woman like hannah 
shows how shockingly devoid of discernment eli was. Drunkenness 
usually makes people noisy and boisterous. hannah was silent and 
keeping to herself. there was absolutely no valid reason for him to 
rebuke her.
in fact, as a priest, it was his duty to show her compassion. hebrews 
5:1-2 says that the high priest is a man rather than an angel or some 
kind of heavenly being precisely so that he can have empathy with 
those who come to worship: “every high priest chosen from among 
men is appointed to act on behalf of men in relation to God, to offer 
gifts and sacrifices for sins. He can deal gently with the ignorant and 
wayward, since he himself is beset with weakness.” So eli’s rebuke 
of hannah was a complete failure of his duty as a priest.

5. Eli’s indifference made him a failure as a parent.

in 1 Samuel 2:12-36 we read about how his sons brazenly bullied 
and intimidated worshipers, openly indulged in all kinds of fleshly 
sins, and blasphemously took for themselves offerings that were 
meant for god—apparently without fear that anyone would 
seriously challenge them.
Eli sat by passively. He scolded Hannah the first time he saw her 
praying in the tabernacle, but his own sons had abused the priestly 
office for years without a single word of rebuke from him. It was 
only much later when he was old, in chapter 2 verse 23, we read 
that he rebuked them rather mildly. 
eli’s sin was not having bad children, but raising them inactively, 
parenting them invisibly, and excusing them meekly. he did not 
dismiss or ban their service, denounce or report them publicly, or 
remove and banish them from the temple precincts. he did not even 
limit who they meet, where they go, or what they do. in the end, 
when all was said, nothing was done. too little, too late. eli’s words 
were weak, hollow, and ineffectual.
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After two days of just lying 
there in pain, some workers 
found her and put her on a 
makeshift cot and loaded her 
into their jeep and drove 150 
miles over deep rutted roads 
to find a doctor who could 
set the broken bones. But the 
very bumpy ride damaged 
her bones so badly that her 
hip never completely healed. 
He says, “I visited my mother 
in her mud-covered hut 
several weeks after all of this 
happened. I watched as she 
took two bamboo crutches 
that she had made herself, 
and moved from one place 
to another with her feet just 
dragging behind because 
she had lost all feeling in 
them.” He says, “At age 75, 
with a broken hip, unable 
to stand on her own two 
legs, I thought that I made a 
pretty intelligent suggestion. 
I suggested that she retire.” 
He says, “She turned around 
and looked at me and said, 
‘What value is that? If we try 
to preserve this body just a 
few more years and it is not 
being used for God, of what 
value is that?’ So she kept on 
working. She kept on riding 
her donkey to villages until 
she was 93 years old... And 
she continued to tell people 
about Jesus Christ until she 
died at age 95.”

5. Caleb experienced what God 
had promised!

 He climbed the mountains 
and he defeated the giants 
– he claimed his possession. 
The name of the place Caleb 
inherited used to be called 
Kirjatharba (city of the four 
giants). Now it was named 
Hebron (seat of association 
or fellowship). Caleb refused 
to quit until he had obtained 
everything the Lord had for 
him! He refused to stop until 
he had obtained that place of 
fellowship with God.

 Where are you in your 
personal walk with the 
Lord? Have you entered into 
your victory, or are you still 
wandering around in the 
wilderness struggling day 
to day? God has a place of 
peace and power for you, but 
you must be willing to claim 
your possession. It isn’t for 
the faint-hearted, but it is for 
the faith-hearted. 

 Half-hearted Christians are 
faint-hearted Christians, and 
they never learn to conquer 
the giants in their lives.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Should eli have been more sensitive to the 
distressed spirit of hannah? What type of a priest 
was eli?

2. How do selfish ministers in today’s context 
“make themselves fat with the choicest of every 
offering”?

3.  What should eli as a parent have done to correct 
his sons?

4.  What lessons can we learn for our spiritual lives 
from the life of eli?

APPLICATION QUESTIONS

1. Compare how hannah, eli and Samuel listened to 
god.

2. how sensitive are you to listen to the voice of god 
in your life? What are some of the things you can 
do to sharpen it?

3. in what ways can you love your children more 
than you love the Lord?

MEMORY vERSE

1 Samuel 3:10. then Samuel said, “Speak, for your 
servant is listening.” (NiV)

PRAYER

Lord, help me listen to Your voice in the midst of all 
the other voices that seem to drown it out. And help 
me to obey. Amen.
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Police Call Worship ‘Unlawful 
Assembly’

(Gospel Herald): berating and 
slapping a pastor for reading 
the bible instead of hindu texts, 
police in Uttar pradesh detained 
six Christians under ‘unlawful 
assembly’ laws for worshiping 
together, sources said.

Six Christians were detained 
for nine days before they were 
granted bail by bahriach District’s 
Second Class Judicial magistrate 
Court. police arrived at the 
worship service in pujaripurvah 
village and confiscated Bibles, 
hymn books and devotionals. 
Station House Officer (SHO) 
Aravind Kumar of Nanpara 
demanded that the pastor Asha 
ram Sahni hand over literature 
he suspected was used to convert 
people, the church leader said.

When the pastor showed him 
copies of the New testament and 
gospel tracts, Kumar said, “Not 
this ‘thing,’ give us the material 
with which you do conversions.” 
“We arrested them based on the 
complaint received from the vil-
lagers, and lodged an fir charg-
ing them under indian penal Code 
section 151,” he said. “it’s about 
dispersing illegal assemblies.”

Indian Christians Set 
Martyrdom Day

(UCAN): A group of indian 
Christians decided to observe 
July 22 as martyrdom Day to pay 
tribute to Christians killed for the 
sake of their faith. Shibu thomas, 
who initiated the day through his 
ecumenical forum, persecution 
relief, said special prayers were 
offered in churches across the 
country. the observance was “part 
of a concerted effort to encourage 
those who continue to struggle 
to cope with persecution and 
challenge to live a true Christian 
life,” thomas said. July 22 was set 
as it marked the first anniversary 
of the rape and murder of a 
schoolgirl in the central indian 
state of Chhattisgarh after her 
family refused to abandon their 
Christian faith despite several 
threats.

Data collected by persecution 
relief shows that in 2016 alone, 
hindu extremists destroyed 106 
Christian places of worship, 
most of them belonging to 
protestant and neo-pentecostal 
groups.

Police Round Up Suspects In 
Murder Of Pastor

(Christian Times): indian 
authorities have rounded up four 
suspects in connection with the 
murder of Christian pastor, Sultan 
masih, in Ludhiana.
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According to times of india, 
the police carried out a search 
operation in Jageerpur, Arjun 
Colony,  Kakke,  bajrna and ba-
hadur K and rounded up four 
youths in connection with the 
murder of the pastor, who was 
shot dead by two motorcycle-
borne assailants on July 14 
while he was talking on the 
phone outside the temple of 
god Church in Ludhiana. the at-
tack was captured by CCtV cam-
eras installed at the church, but 
a police spokesman said that the 
footage was too dark to make 
out the faces of the attackers.

the arrests were made on 
the same day the Christian 
community threatened to hold 
protests if the authorities failed 
to arrest the perpetrators.

Iran Sentences Believers To 
10 Years In Prison

(Christian Post): Authorities in 
iran are increasingly targeting 
Christian converts with arrests 
and imprisonments, according 
to the New York-based Center for 
human rights in iran.

“in less than two months, since 
June 2017, Judge mashallah 
Ahmadzadeh of tehran has 
issued long prison sentences to 
at least 11 Christian converts and 
the former leader of the Assyrian 
pentecostal Church in iran,” Chri 
said in a report.

“Christians are recognised as 
an official religious minority 
in iran’s Constitution, but the 
state continues to persecute 
members of the faith, especially 
converts,” said Chri’s  executive 
director hadi ghaemi. “the state 
must respect its own laws and 
international obligations and 
allow Christians and all religious 
minorities full freedom of 
worship.”

Bishop Welcomes Probe Into 
Killings

(UCAN): A Catholic bishop and 
human rights groups in india 
have welcomed a Supreme Court 
order for a federal investigation 
into allegations that thousands 
of people were killed by security 
forces in the north-eastern state 
of manipur. india’s top court 
directed the government to 
engage the country’s Central 
bureau of investigation agency 
to probe allegations that army, 
paramilitary forces and police 
killed without trial 1528 people in 
the state between 2000 and 2012.
the court’s decision came while 
hearing a petition seeking an 
investigation and compensation.

the entire North eastern region 
consisting of seven indian states, 
bordering China, bangladesh 
and myanmar remains heavily 
militarised because of insurgency. 
Some five decades ago the federal 
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government passed the Armed 
forces Special power Act to 
check insurgency in Assam and 
manipur. rights groups say the 
law gives sweeping powers to 
armed forces in their efforts to 
crush insurgency and results in 
unchecked violence that includes 
night raids, rapes and killings 
without trial or provocation.

Not Enough Being Done To 
Halt Persecution

(The Star):   “Neither  the horror 
of what Christians go through 
at the hands of islamists and 
others, nor the scale of the crisis 
of Christian populations in the 
middle east especially, appears 
to be widely known, let alone 
the subject of public concern.” 
So wrote peter D. Williams, the 
Catholic social and political 
commentator in the online 
journal Spiked.

his conclusion is that “it’s hard 
not to suspect that the reason 
why the persecution of Christians 
is not being reported widely 
across the globe is not merely due 
to over-familiarity, but because of 
active disinterest.” he suggests 
that “more could and would 
be done if the Western media 
gave Christians subjected to the 
cruellest and filthiest forms of 
tortuous hate the attention and 
concern their situation truly 
deserves.”

According to prof. Jonathan 
Adelman of the University of 
Denver, the Christian population 
in the middle east has dropped 
from 20 per cent in 1900 to 4 per 
cent today. the only exception is 
israel where “the 160000 israeli 
Christians live as citizens with 
freedom of religion, rule of law 
and open elections.” they can 
move anywhere, their holy places 
are secure and their churches 
own much land in Jerusalem.

Archaeologists Find Biblical 
Clues

(Christian Post): Archaeologists 
at Shiloh in the West bank who 
are searching for the Ark of 
the Covenant have said they’ve 
discovered ancient clues that 
could suggest they’re getting 
closer to determining whether the 
site really held the stone tablets 
bearing the ten Commandments.

the times of israel reported 
that researchers at the dig in 
Shiloh are trying to find evidence 
that the bible is also a history 
textbook and holds revelations 
about humanity’s past. Shiloh is 
mentioned in the bible as the site 
where the Ark and the tabernacle 
were venerated for close to 369 
years. the article noted that the 
latest excavations at the site, which 
have been going on for decades, 
are “already encouraging,” but 
not “remotely definitive,” pointing 
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to the discovery of 10 pre-first 
temple pottery jugs.

Christians Terrorised By 
Hindu Villagers

(Global Christian News): A mob 
of hindu villagers led by the head 
of the village disrupted a gathering 
of Christians, who were gathered 
in a private home to worship 
in July 2017 in telangana. they 
burnt a bible, Christian literature, 
musical instruments and holy 
sacraments and forcefully applied 
‘bottu’ (a religious mark) on the 
forehead of the Christian women 
present. About 30 Christians had 
gathered to worship in the house 
of ganga ram, a local Christian, 
who has opened his home for 
running the believers Church 
of india for the past 10 years in 
village ramadugu, Dharpalle 
mandal in district Nizamabad.

immediately after the Sunday 
service began, a mob comprising 
of the local villagers, their village 
Sarpanch (village chief), mem-
bers of the rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh (rSS) and people from 
the neighbouring villages, about 
40 of them, entered ganga ram’s 
house and started to abuse the 
pastor m. b. paul, and threaten 
the worshippers.

Christian Cemetery 
Vandalised In Goa

(HT): over 100 crosses and 
plaques at the guardian Angel 

Catholic cemetery in south goa’s 
Curchorem village, around 45 
kilometres from panaji, were 
desecrated.

inspector general of police 
rupinder Kumar said they were 
looking into the matter and 
investigating all possibilities 
in the case. police also said 
miscreants damaged the CCtV 
camera installed at the gate of 
the cemetery before desecrating 
the crosses and plaques, leaving 
no video evidence of the incident.
goa police have formed a special 
team to crack the cases.

NCM Urges Christians To Avail 
Benefits

(Daiji World): george Kurien, 
vice-chairman, National Commis-
sion for minorities, New Delhi, 
urged the Christian minority 
community to make use of funds 
available to their community. 
Kurien, an advocate by profes-
sion, said 80% of the fund avail-
able for minority scholarship was 
not made use of by Christians. he 
appealed to the members of the 
Christian community to apply for 
scholarship and avail the funds.
Decimation Of Mideast 
Christians

(Asia Times): the Christian 
population in the middle east 
is being decimated. repeated 
attacks by muslim extremist 
groups along with indifference by 
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middle eastern governments have 
resulted in this religious minority 
fleeing their historical homelands 
in record numbers. but it is not 
only Christians who will suffer 
if this exodus continues: it will 
eventually result in loss of muslim 
lives as well, since Christianity 
has been a positive influence for 
centuries in the region.

Archaeologists Discover 
Evidence Of Battle For 
Jerusalem 2,000 Years Ago

(Christian Post): Archaeologists 
of the israel Antiquities Authority 
have found evidence of the last 
battle between roman soldiers 
and Jewish rebels which led to the 
destruction of Jerusalem about 
2,000 years ago, and they have 
also discovered a road where 
“Jesus would have walked.” the 
archaeologists have discovered 
arrowheads and stone ballista 
balls on the main street that 
leads to the temple, says the 
Antiquities Authority’s website in 
a statement in hebrew. the Siege 
of Jerusalem by the roman army 
ended with the sacking of the city 
and the destruction of its Second 
temple in the year 70. the roman 
army, led by the future emperor 
titus besieged and conquered 
the city of Jerusalem. Jews had 
barricaded themselves in the city 
since the year 66.

the excavation, which has been 
underway for the past several 

years, has also discovered a road 
running from the city’s gates and 
the pool of Siloam to the temple, 
where Jesus would have certainly 
walked, according to Aleteia. the 
road was constructed after King 
herod’s rule, and possibly during 
the time of roman governor 
pontius pilate.

UK Preachers Win Appeal

(Christian Post): two U.K. 
Christian preachers convicted 
of religiously aggravated public 
disorder have won their appeal 
and are hailing it as a notable 
victory and an encouragement 
to Christians across the nation. 
“this is not an isolated case. 
how many times must we go to 
court before there is respect for 
the law?” michael overd said 
following the victory at bristol 
Crown Court on thursday, bbC 
News reported.

michael Stockwell, the second 
preacher, who is also a former 
U.S. marine, commented, “i feel 
elated that it is over. my heart is 
still for the bristol people, and 
that they will be able to hear 
the gospel being preached on 
the streets unhindered.” “When 
we were convicted of public 
order offenses in February, I was 
shocked that god’s message of 
love is now considered by some 
to be hateful and dangerous,” 
Stockwell continued, according 
to premier.
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