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prophetic utterances,

but

examine
everything

carefully.
(1 Thessalonians 5:20, 21).

Do not despise 
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LETTERS

YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Blessed!
Greetings in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ! I thank God for 
the entire team of the magazine 
whose efforts and hard work help 
many in their spiritual growth. I 
am personally blessed by the 
articles written by God’s servants. 
Now I am indeed very happy that 
I could subscribe to the digital 
version of the magazine through 
the Magzter app. I could read 
the issues of May and July, but 
somehow June issue is missing 
there. If every issue is updated 
on time, it would then be a great 
help for people like me who 
prefer reading digital version 
since it is always available in our 
devices to read. I wish and pray 
that this magazine is a blessing to 
hundreds of people even in this 
digital world. May God bless you 
all!

Robert Shine, Bhopal.

Much Cherished
Greetings in Jesus’ precious 

Name! Thank you for sending me 
the LOL regularly, which I cherish 
very much. I was introduced to it 
while studying at UBS, Pune, in 
1985, and felt of the Lord to be a 
life subscriber. I have attempted 
the Crossword No.18 which is 
enclosed. With much prayers.

Rev. Damara Samadanam, 
Hyderabad, Telangana.
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Challenging
Greetings in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. I have always 
looked forward to reading LOL 
magazine every month. 

In the August issue, Pastor 
Kuruvilla  Chandy’s article relating 
to good citizenship with integral 
practice of our Christian faith 
spoke to my heart, challenging me 
to render to God the things that 
are God’s in a new and forceful 
manner. In particular, this article 
reminded me about (a) keeping 
the Lord’s day as a day of prayer 
and fellowship with God and 
fellow-believers, and (b) giving to 
God more and more as my income 
increases. More importantly, now 
that I have retired from teaching 
service, I need to unconditionally 
spend more time in working for 
God’s ministry, putting my best 
efforts to honour God and bring 
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many to the saving knowledge of 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour!

Thank you, Pastor Chandy, for 
your article. Praise God for your 
constant efforts to encourage us 
in our Christian life and ministry. 
God bless LOL. With love and 
prayers.

Renchy Kohsy Verghese, 
Chennai, TN.

Thrilled
I was thrilled to read Tino Naz-
are’s article Tale of Three Ships 
(Aug.2015). However, he missed 
to inform the readers that he al-
ways flaunted a key-chain (relic) 
to all he met that remained in his 
pocked; maybe it had no spiritual 
value, hence no mention of it ex-
cept for the religious side of be-
ing saved. A good article since I 
meet him 20 years ago. With best 
wishes.

William Rebello, Goa.
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THE SEASON OF PROPHETS?

T   here was a time not too 
long ago when ‘speaking 
in tongues’ was the fad. 

The coming of the charismatic 
movement brought this to 
the limelight, and ‘everyone’, 
irrespective of denomination 
or doctrinal stand, wanted 
to be ‘in’. There was a lot of 
excitement with people trying 
to get the gift somehow, or to 
make up a quick look-alike just 
to be in the club! There were also 
demonic counterfeits available 
for those who wanted to speak 
in tongues, by hook or by crook, 
without being true disciples of 
Jesus. But as someone said, the 
presence of counterfeits in the 
market shows the value of the 
original. However, this ‘fashion’ 
seems to have died down. It 
is no more the in thing. But 
something else seems to have 
replaced it, bringing along with 
it great excitement and also, sad 
to say, extreme confusion. That 
is the apparent profusion of the 

gift of prophecy into the church. 
It is true the Bible says that in the 
end days “sons and daughters 
will prophesy” (Acts 2:17). But 
is it as simple as that, what we 
are seeing around us?

Who is a prophet, and what 
is it to prophesy? In simple 
terms, a prophet is one who tells 
people what God wants to tell 
them at any point in time. Some 
people have a limited view 
that prophets are the ones who 
tell what is going to happen in 
future. It may very well be that 
God tells His people about the 
future especially so that He 
can warn them. But God may 
also speak words of correction, 
rebuke, judgment, comfort, 
encouragement or guidance. 
When a man or woman speaks 
like this, bringing the words 
that God wants to tell people 
in different situations, he is a 
prophet. According to A. W. 
Tozer, a prophet is one who 
knows his times and what God 
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is trying to say to the people of 
his times.

When someone speaks words 
of prophecy often, people 
recognise him as a man with a 
gift of prophecy or as a prophet. 
Other people may also speak 
‘prophetically’ in the exercise of 
their own gift, whether they are 
pastors, teachers, evangelists or 
counsellors, when they bring to 
people exactly what God wants 
to tell them. They may not even 
realise they are prophesying. 
These are not regular ‘prophets’ 
by their calling, but nevertheless 
they also fulfil at times the 
function of a prophet.

Prophecy is such a great gift 
that Paul exhorts everyone to 
seek to prophesy (1Cor.14:1). 
It is such a blessing for people 
to hear what God has to say. 
Even when we have the written 
word of God with us, it is still 
necessary to hear exactly what 
God is saying to us at any 
particular time. Whether it is 
a preacher in the pulpit or an 
‘ordinary’ someone sitting by a 
sick bed, it is what God has to 
say that matters. In the context, 
what Paul says is that the one 
who prophesies speaks for 
‘edification and exhortation and 
consolation’ (v.3), among other 
things. 

It is also good to hear about 
things to come (Jn.16:13), 

whether they are to prepare us 
or to tell us about the coming 
judgment so that we can 
repent. 

One question that some raise 
is, now that we have the Bible 
with us, whether we would 
still need prophecy. We would 
all agree that it is one thing 
to know the Bible, but quite 
another thing to know which 
part of the Bible is to be applied 
in any given situation and how 
it is to be applied. That is when 
we need to be led by God the 
Holy Spirit on the spot. Another 
question is whether God would 
speak to us anything other than 
what is given in the Bible. We 
can agree that God would never 
speak anything that contradicts 
what He has already written in 
the Bible, but we should also see 
that God’s communication with 
His people is not limited by the 
confines of the Bible. When the 
Spirit of God told Philip to go 
to the Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 
8:26), or told Paul not to go to 
Asia, but to go to Macedonia, at 
a certain point in time (Acts 16:6-
10), they were specific instances 
of guidance which they could 
not have received merely by 
reading the Bible.

But the more important 
question is whether in the new 
covenant times, when the least 
of God’s children have a direct 
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access to the Father (Heb.8:11), 
we would still need prophets 
to guide or direct us. The fact 
is that, while access to the 
Father is freely available to all 
His children, not all live in His 
presence all the time and keep 
themselves in communion with 
Him. That is why we need others 
to instruct, guide, correct and 
rebuke with prophetic messages 
from God (Eph.4:11,12). A 
parallel situation is that even 
though we have the Holy Spirit 
in us we still need teachers to 
instruct us from the word of 
God. But we also need to note 
that a prophet usually confirms 
what God has been placing on a 
person’s heart already, as in the 
case of the Holy Spirit making it 
known in the church at Antioch 
about calling Barnabas and Paul 
for the work to which He had 
already called them (Acts 13:2). 
When a ‘prophet’ comes and 
tells someone to do something 
which this person has some 
aversion or hesitation for, that 
needs to be verified with the 
Lord because it could be a false 
prophecy.

However, when we observe 
what is going on among God’s 
people, what we see is a lot of 
confusion and falsehood in this 
area. Many are claiming to be 
prophets of God and giving ‘the 
word of the Lord’ for different 
situations. Some proclaim 

words to nations, but most are 
directed at individual believers. 
Since many believers are scared 
to question the genuineness of 
such prophecies because they 
come with the words, “God told 
me,” they even go ahead and do 
things that are obviously wrong. 
Using this phrase, these so-called 
prophets force others to do what 
they want, or justify whatever 
they themselves do. People who 
do not have a real relationship 
with the Lord, those who have 
not even been born again, or not 
even read the Bible properly, 
are out there ‘prophesying’ with 
full abandon, and multitudes 
of gullible people are accepting 
what they say. It looks as if any 
Tom, Dick or Harry is free to 
don the cap of prophets without 
any fear and let loose a stream 
of ‘prophecies’.

The incredible thing is that 
even when their prophecies do 
not get fulfilled, very few dare 
to question them. If we were 
still under the Mosaic Law, 
they would have been stoned to 
death. But it is not only that we 
do not stone them, but we do not 
even expose them or ostracise 
them. A wrong interpretation of 
‘touch not the Lord’s anointed’ 
seals people’s mouths on 
occasions like this, when they 
should be speaking out.
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In case the ‘prophet’ ‘confirms’ 
his authority with signs and 
wonders, then people are so 
awe-struck that they would 
swallow anything he says. Even 
the old covenant people had 
more sense. They were told that 
if a prophet promised them signs 
and it happened as he said, they 
were still not to follow him if 
he led them towards other gods 
(Deut.13:1-3). The equivalent 
under the new covenant would 
be to reject so-called prophets if 
they tell things that are contrary 
to the Bible. Once we take that 
position, we do not have to live 
in fear of these prophets and 
submit to their words without 
question. It is possible that you 
know of tragic examples where 
people were misled by false 
prophets and practically ruined 
their lives.

Most of the time the prophets 
in the Bible were warning people 
about impending judgment and 
warning people to turn back to 
God. There are a few these days 
who are doing that, even though 
some seem to have gone to an 
extreme, seeing danger around 
every corner. But in general, 
most of these ‘prophets’ of today 
seem to say things that people 
like to hear, that everything will 
go well with them, that God 
will solve all their problems, or 
that a miracle is just ahead of 

them. God has warned about 
such people who speak of peace 
when there is no peace and who 
cover up the real issues with 
false promises (Ezek.13:9,10). 
The punishment for these 
prophets is surely coming. But 
what about the miseries they 
cause innocent people?

Jesus has told us in advance 
that in the last days there would 
be false prophets, false teachers 
and false signs and wonders 
(Matt.24:24). Yet we do not seem 
to take care and check them out. 
While on one hand we are not to 
despise prophecies, we are also 
to test them to see whether they 
are from the Lord, before we 
believe them (1Thess.5:20,21).

On the other hand, if we are to 
be prophetic in our ministries, 
whatever ministry we do, we 
are to stand in the presence of 
the Lord, walk before Him and 
learn from Him. “But if they had 
stood in My council, then they 
would have announced My 
words to My people, and would 
have turned them back from 
their evil way and from the evil 
of their deeds” (Jer.23:22). Then 
we can hear from Him and pass 
it on to those around us.

Jacob Ninan
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scient and omnipotent, but also
sovereign, doing whatever He
pleases (Ps.115:3). No one can
control Him or tell Him what He
should do. At the same time He
answers our prayers and acts
according to our request! He
tells us to ask whatever we want,
but answers us if we pray ac-
cording to His will
(Jn.14:13;1Jn.5:14,15).

This mystery of prayer has
puzzled people throughout
times. Some argue that we
need not pray anything be-
cause anyway God will do
what He wants, and others in-
sist that God will do whatever
we ask. Many times we don't
get what God wants us to get
because we don't ask, and at
other times God doesn't an-
swer because we ask wrongly
(Jas.4:2,3). Many times God
gives us what we need even
without our asking (Mt.5:45).
God's truth here has many
sides, and it would not be right
to take one sided views by ne-
glecting the other sides.

Leaders And Servants
In the kingdom of God, the

greatest ones are those who
serve all (Lk.22:24-27)! Jesus
said that in the world leaders
would lord it over the others,
but in His kingdom they would
serve the others
(Matt.20:25,26). For leaders to
serve seems to be a contradic-
tion in idea as well as practice.
When we look around we see
many Christian leaders who do

not seem to have understood
this and who go on lording it
over the others in their pursuit
of the top position.

Equal But Different
When it comes to husbands

and wives, there is equality in
God's eyes (Gal.3:28), yet there
are differences in roles, and
wives are to submit to their
husbands who are their heads
(Eph.5:22,23)! Some men find
it difficult to accept the fact of
equality and consider women
as if they were an inferior cre-
ation. Some women fight for
equality and find it difficult to
think of submitting to their
husbands. Yet both are truths
from God's word. Actually if
husbands love their wives as
Christ loves the church it
makes it easier for their wives
to submit to them, and if the
wives submit, it makes it
easier for the husbands to love
them!

Conclusion
There would be many other

similar examples we can take
from the Bible. But what this
shows us is that we should re-
sist the temptation to make too
much of a truth which we like
without looking to see if there
are other truths we need in or-
der to get a balanced view.

Jacob Ninan enjoys writing,
speaking and counselling.
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HEED THE WARNINGS
Lily Abraham

We do not need to be defensive about 
God bringing about natural disasters.

The recent Nepal 
earthquake aroused a 
lot of compassion in 

the neighbouring countries, 
especially in India. Our Prime 
Minister was in the news for 
extending all the help needed 
in time. A lot of practical help 
in terms of physical needs like 
tents, clothes, medicines, etc., 
were sent. This is praiseworthy 
and should be appreciated. We 
Christians prayed earnestly 
for the healing of the injured, 
comfort of the bereaved and 
also for meeting their physical 
needs, which of course is one of 
the things expected of us.

But the question is, is that 
all? Is praying the only thing 
God expects from His children? 
Isn’t there a greater and more 
important message in such 
natural disasters? Is He not 
speaking in a louder voice to 
today’s generation which is 
moving faster and faster away 
from the One who created them? 
Is He not telling the world that 
the path they have chosen for 
themselves is disastrous and 
self-destructive? I believe, He is 
telling the world that He is still 
on the throne and that He is in 

full control, and not we humans, 
as some of us think. The Bible 
says that these are only the 
beginning of the disasters and 
devastations that are yet to strike 
the world on a massive scale on 
the day of the Lord. In answer 
to the disciples’ question about 
the time of His coming and of 
the end of the age, Jesus said, 
“And you will hear of wars and 
rumours of war. See that you are 
not troubled; for all these things 
must come to pass, but the end 
is not yet. For nation will rise 
against nation and kingdom 
against kingdom... the beginning 
of sorrows”(Matt. 24:6-8).

Day Of The Lord
The Day of the Lord is an oft 

repeated phrase in the Bible, 
which is also referred to as the 
day of the Lord’s wrath. Some 
of us may ask, “Is the Lord 
wrathful? We thought God is 
love.” That is because we hardly 
hear any message on this topic. 
There are many Christians who 
are tongue-tied when people 
ask about why God allows such 
calamities which kills so many 
‘innocent’ people? Why was 
He unable to prevent them? 
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Yet, according to the Bible, how 
many people are innocent? 
“God looks down from heaven 
upon the children of men to see 
if there are any who understand, 
who seek God. Every one of 
them has turned aside; they 
have together become corrupt; 
there is none who does good, 
no, not one”(Psa. 53:2,3). John 
3:36 says, “He who believes in 
the Son has everlasting life; and 
he who does not believe the Son 
shall not see life, but the wrath 
of God abides on him.” So, 
everyone born into this world 
deserves God’s wrath. The only 
ones exempted are the ones who 
have believed in the Son.

One of the great truths in the 
Bible is the fact that God loves 
these sinful people and has 
provided a way out of His wrath. 
The intensity and extent of this 
love is evident from the fact that 
He allowed His Son to die in our 
place, as if He loved you and me 
a little more than His one and 
only Son. God’s wrath abides 
only on those who have rejected 
this way of escape.

God is just in all His ways. In 
fact, righteousness and justice 
are the foundation of His throne 
(Psa. 89:14).

Natural Calamities
What does the Bible say about 

natural calamities? Amos 3:6 

says, “If a trumpet is blown in 
a city, will not the people be 
afraid? If there is calamity in a 
city, will not the Lord have done 
it?” Isaiah 45:7 says, “I form 
the light and create darkness, I 
make peace and create calamity; 
I, the Lord, do all these things.” 
We get a glimpse of the extent 
of our degeneration by reading 
the newspaper or listening to 
the TV news. Not only have 
we degenerated and gone far 
away from the ‘manufacturer’s 
instruction manual’ for safe and 
effective functioning, but we 
also glory in those shameful acts. 
Money and sex have become 
gods. What was considered 
shameful a few years ago are 
now being glorified. Is it unfair 
on the part of the Creator God to 
send a reminder once in a while? 
Should we complain? How 
many of us have not punished 
our children for disobeying our 
instructions? Do we punish 
them to destroy them? No, we 
don’t. We punish them because 
of our love for them so that they 
do not destroy themselves! How 
much more the loving God cares 
for each one of us!

So, we do not need to be 
defensive about God bringing 
about natural disasters. We 
can, in fact, tell people to be 
thankful that He is not doing it 
more often, because we humans 
deserve nothing better.
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But, as mentioned earlier, 
these are only the beginning of 
sorrows. They should serve as 
warnings. Zephaniah speaks 
about that final day of the 
wrath of God. “The great day 
of the Lord is near; it is near 
and hastens quickly. The noise 
of the day of the Lord is bitter; 
there the mighty men shall cry 
out. That day is a day of wrath, 
a day of trouble and distress, 
a day of devastation and 
desolation, a day of darkness 
and gloominess, a day of clouds 
and thick darkness, a day of 
trumpet and alarm against the 
fortified cities and against the 
high towers. I will bring distress 
upon men, and they shall walk 
like blind men, because they 
have sinned against the Lord; 
their blood shall be poured out 
like dust, and their flesh like 
refuse. Neither their silver nor 
their gold shall be able to deliver 
them in the day of the Lord’s 
wrath”(Zeph.1:14-18).

It is not only Zephaniah who 
has prophesied about this 
terrible day. Almost all the 
Old Testament prophets have 
written about it. Isaiah 24:17-
23, Jeremiah 10:10, 21:5, Ezekiel 
7:19, Amos 5:18-20 Obadiah 15, 
Zechariah 14:1-21, are a few 
examples.

Is it only in the Old Testament 
that we see the day of the wrath 

of the Lord? No. In Luke 3:7, John 
the Baptist asks the multitudes 
that came out to be baptised 
by him, “Brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come?” Romans 1:17-18 
tells about the righteousness of 
God revealed in the Gospel and 
the wrath of God revealed from 
heaven. Romans 2:5 says, “But in 
accordance with your hardness 
and impenitent heart, you 
are treasuring up for yourself 
wrath in the day of wrath and 
revelation of the righteous 
judgment of God.” Romans 
2:5, Ephesians 2:3 and 5:16, 
Colossians 3:6, 1 Thessalonians 
1:10 and Revelation 6:17 are 
a few other New Testament 
references to the wrath of God.

Watchman
God has appointed us, His 

children, as watchmen. It is our 
duty to inform the world about 
the impending danger and the 
way of escape. The watchman’s 
duty and responsibilities are 
clearly spelt out in Ezekiel 33:3-9. 
“When he (the watchman) sees 
the sword coming upon the 
land, if he blows the trumpet and 
warns the people, then whoever 
hears the sound of the trumpet 
and does not take warning, if 
the sword comes and takes him 
away, his blood shall be on his 
own head. He heard the sound 
of the trumpet, but did not take 
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warning; his blood shall be 
upon himself. But he who takes 
warning will save his life. But if 
the watchman sees the sword 
coming and does not blow the 
trumpet, and the people are not 
warned, and the sword comes 
and takes any person from 
among them, he is taken away in 
his iniquity; but his blood I shall 
require at the watchman’s hand. 
So you, son of man, I have made 
you a watchman for the sons of 
Israel; therefore you shall hear a 
word from My mouth and warn 
them for Me. When I say to the 
wicked, ’O wicked man, you 
shall surely die’ and you do not 
speak to warn the wicked from 
his way, that wicked man shall 
die in his iniquity; but his blood 
I will require at your hand. 
Nevertheless if you warn the 
wicked to turn from his way, he 
shall die in his iniquity, but you 
have delivered your soul.” 

Is this applicable only for 
the Old Testament time? What 

about the New Testament? In 
Acts 20, where Paul is preaching 
to the elders of the church at 
Ephesus, he says in verses 26,27, 
“Therefore I testify to you this 
day that I am innocent of the 
blood of all men. For I have not 
shunned to declare to you the 
whole counsel of God.” Thus, 
we see that the New Testament 
believers too could be guilty of 
the blood of many people, if we 
do not declare to them the whole 
counsel of God.

So let us not waste the 
opportunities to inform people 
about the living, loving, 
gracious, compassionate and 
wrathful God. Let us tell them 
about the fast approaching day 
of the Lord, the day of the wrath 
of God, along with John 3:16.
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CAlEb
(Finishing Strong)

Stanley Mehta
(Message During The Felicitation Of Mr. P. Abraham On March 5, 2015)

Moses sent 12 leaders 
from 12 tribes to go 
out to the land of 

Canaan, spy out the land and 
bring a report. They came back 
after 40 days. The report of the 
ten spies brought great fear in the 
hearts of the people. They said 
that though the land was very 
fertile, the cities were fortified 
and the people occupying the 
cities looked like giants; they 
felt like grasshoppers before the 
people of the land.

But Joshua and Caleb brought 
a different report, because they 
did not measure the cities or the 
people by their size, but by the 
greatness of God, and greatness 
of God’s promise (Num.14:5-9). 
They all had seen God’s might 
and power when God delivered 
them from the mighty dominion 
of Pharaoh in Egypt. But the 
report of the 10 spies caused the 
hearts of the people to melt and 
they were planning to go back 
to Egypt.

Words And Meaning
Caleb (Hebrew kelev) means 

dog or bold as a dog. It could 
also mean kal (whole), lev (heart), 

implying wholeheartedness. If 
you prefer the meaning ‘dog’, 
then he was a tenacious bull 
terrier dog. A domesticated 
bull terrier will not let go of, 
say, a Frisbee, unless you give 
the command to do so. If you 
forcefully pull the Frisbee, the 
dog will tenaciously hold on to 
it. If you lift the Frisbee up in the 
air, the whole dog will hang on to 
it between its teeth, but will not 
let go. If you swing the Frisbee 
with the dog hanging on to it, 
and you let go of it, the dog will 
land far away, but he will not 
let go of the Frisbee. That is the 
tenacity of the bull terrier, and I 
think Caleb would come across 
with the same quality of tenacity. 
He was the son of Jephunneh 
(Jephunneh means ‘ever ready’).

Caleb, from the tribe of Judah, 
is also mentioned as son of 
Jephunneh, the Kennizite – 
outside of covenant (Gen.15:19). 
He had mixed parentage.

The place he finally conquered 
at the age of 85, he renamed it as 
Hebron, which means ‘fellow-
ship’. It looked like he was in 
close fellowship with God. Like 
Enoch, who walked with God, 
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so was this Caleb, who was in 
constant fellowship with God. 
So, we could say, “Caleb was 
whole-hearted and ever ready, 
because he remained in constant 
fellowship with the living God. 
And even though he was par-
tially outside of the covenantal 
relationship, the Lord has wel-
comed him into His fold.”

Whole-hearted 
Seven times in the Bible, Caleb 

is called ‘whole-hearted’ or 
fully committed or completely 
devoted. (He is the only person 
in the Bible about whom this 
phrase occurs seven times.)

These days, people are half-
hearted. A husband’s devotion 
to his wife is lacking. A wife’s 
devotion to the family is lacking, 
as she is busy with her career. 
Believers are lacking in their 
devotion. Church members are 
not willing to be whole-hearted. 
People in the work-spot are 
not fully committed. My father 
served his company for 37 
years and then retired. In that 
generation, people were loyal 
and served long. As per current 

statistics, the average period a 
CEO serves in a company is 4-5 
years.

But, for a moment, forget 
about the expectation of whole-
heartedness from family, church 
or workplace. What is the Lord 
searching for? “For the eyes of 
the Lord range throughout the 
earth to strengthen those whose 
hearts are fully committed to 
Him” (2Chr.16:9). God is looking 
for an excuse to see this quality 
of whole-heartedness.

So, I do not wish to motivate 
you to be whole-hearted because 
of the expectation of man, 
but that of God. Can people 
say about you, “He is whole-
hearted”? Can God say about 
us, “They are whole-hearted”?

Whole-hearted In Spirit 
Caleb carried a different spirit. 

And that posture is not common 
these days. Ten tribal leaders 
gave a different report about the 
land of Canaan. Caleb did not 
succumb to peer pressure. He 
presented his report according 
to his conviction (Josh.14:7). 

Other Leaders Caleb
Were fear-motivated Was faith-motivated
Saw the problems galore Saw the promises of God
Magnified the difficulties Magnified the Lord
Saw Canaanites as giants Saw Canaanites as bread for breakfast
Saw themselves as 
grasshoppers

Saw themselves as people of God or 
people of covenant
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So, let us think: What kind of 
spirit do we carry?

Whole-hearted In Endurance 
Caleb was faithful at the 

age of 40, and was even going 
strong at 85. He had not budged 
from his conviction, his faith in 
God, his bold, fighting spirit. 
Nowadays, people tend to give 
up easily. 

Imagine his life in the 
wilderness for 38 years – boring, 
routine, daily funerals (1.2 
million died in the wilderness; 
this amounts to 86 funerals a 
day). That would mean daily 
discouragement and living with 
a company of people filled with 
unbelief.

These days people want fun, 
excitement, thrills, frills, enter-
tainment (they say, “Pamper 
me”); they have a consumer 
mind-frame and are benefit-con-
scious. They are more concerned 
about rights/privileges, rather 
than responsibility; non-sacrifi-
cial; will quit easily; not willing 
to make a long-term commit-
ment; prefer live-in relationship 
instead of marriage, afraid of 
making a commitment. They al-
ways want their options open.

Some words like endurance, 
perseverance, tenacity, stick-
ability, loyalty, whole-hearted-
ness, total devotion are alien to 
the current generation.

Our greatest model is Jesus 
Himself, who set His face like 
a flint towards Jerusalem,  
knowing He will be killed, 
sweated drops of blood while 
praying. He refused any help 
from Pilate in order to be 
rescued. He was focused right 
from Gethsemane to Pilate’s 
courtroom, straight to the cross.

Hebrews 12:2 says, “Let us fix 
our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of our faith, who for 
the joy set before Him endured 
the cross, scorning its shame. 
Consider Him who endured 
such opposition from sinful 
men, so that you will not grow 
weary and lose heart.”

A question to ponder: would 
we be known for endurance and 
perseverance?

Whole-hearted For The Next 
Challenge 

Caleb was ready to take on a 
difficult hilly territory, occupied 
by giants called the Anakim, at 
the age of 85. These days people 
are thinking of retiring at the 
age of 35!

“Now the people of Judah 
approached Joshua at Gilgal, 
and Caleb, son of Jephunneh 
the Kenizzite, said to him, ‘You 
know what the Lord said to Mo-
ses the man of God at Kadesh 
Barnea about you and me. I was 
forty years old when Moses, the 
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servant of the Lord, sent me from 
Kadesh Barnea to explore the 
land. And I brought him back a 
report according to my convic-
tions, but my fellow Israelites 
who went up with me made the 
hearts of the people sink. I, how-
ever, followed the Lord my God 
whole-heartedly. So, on that day 
Moses swore to me, “The land 
on which your feet have walked 
will be your inheritance and that 
of your children for ever, because 
you have followed the Lord my 
God wholeheartedly” ’.” 

“‘Now then, just as 
the Lord promised, He has kept 
me alive for forty-five years since 
the time He said this to Moses, 
while Israel moved about in the 
wilderness. So, here I am today, 
eighty-five years old! I am still 
as strong today as the day Mo-
ses sent me out; I’m just as vig-
orous to go out to battle now as I 
was then. Now give me this hill 
country that the Lord promised 
me that day. You yourself heard 
then that the Anakites were 
there and their cities were large 
and fortified, but, the Lord help-
ing me, I will drive them out just 
as he said.’ Then Joshua blessed 
Caleb, son of Jephunneh, and 
gave him Hebron as his inheri-
tance” (Josh.14:6-15). 

Another question to evaluate 
ourselves: Are we looking for an 
easy life, or a greater challenge?

Whole-hearted In Generosity 
What he conquered, he gave 

it away to his daughter Acsah 
(Josh.15:18,19). 

After all, whatever we have 
conquered has been given to us 
by the Lord. So, let us maintain 
an attitude of stewardship, 
rather than ownership.

At the time of collecting funds 
for the building of the temple, 
initiated by King David, it is 
said in 1 Chronicles 29:9, “The 
people rejoiced at the willing 
response of their leaders, for 
they had given freely and whole-
heartedly to the Lord.”

Our heavenly Father is the 
greatest giver – He gave His 
only begotten Son. Our Lord 
Jesus Christ gave His own life for 
our sake. They are the greatest 
donors. And we are supposed 
to be His children, carrying His 
genes.

Would people consider 
us stingy, tight fisted or 
generous? 

Conclusion
We read about God’s response 

to Caleb’s devotion in Numbers 
14:24, which indicates the 
benefit of whole-heartedness. 
“But because My servant Caleb 
has a different spirit and follows 
Me whole-heartedly, I will bring 
him into the land he went to, 
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and his descendants will inherit 
it.” God is looking for whole-
hearted people.

I am reminded of a story I 
heard during my school days. A 
hen had an idea of starting busi-
ness together with a pig. The 
hen said, “Let’s open a shop, 
where we can sell ham and eggs 
and share the profits 50-50.” The 
pig thought for a moment, and 
replied, “Your share of provid-
ing eggs is a matter of ‘dona-
tion’, but my share of providing 
ham requires ‘total sacrifice’.”

Our commitment is often like 
that of the hen, which involves a 
mere donation, while what God 
is looking for is a total sacrifice.

Ø	Whole-hearted in Spirit (life 
of faith)

Ø	Whole-hearted in endurance
Ø	Whole-hearted for the next 

difficult challenge (out of 
comfort zone)

Ø	Whole-hearted in generosity 
“If you look for Me whole-

heartedly, you will find Me” 
(Jer.29:13). 

God is looking for whole-
hearted people. Are you willing 
to say, “Count me in”?
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All IS NoT WEll WITH 
CHRISTIANITy ToDAy

Hermon Khonglah
How can we fulfil God’s will if we judge and 

quarrel with one another?

A few years ago, a 
young pastor of a 
big church preached 

a well-thought sermon on an 
unusual theme. This man of 
faith had hoped the message 
would take his congregation 
to a higher degree of faith. The 
church leaders, having failed 
to understand his intention, 
demanded an explanation from 
the pastor. After the service 
ended, the secretary of the 
church made an announcement 
that everyone should wait to 
decide what action should be 
taken against the pastor for the 
absurd message he preached. 
The leaders, most of whom were 
educated, started pressing their 
charges, followed by a lengthy 
and heated debate.

At last, an elderly illiterate 
believer from a nearby village, 
who was blessed by the message, 
rose to his feet and said, “I have 
never witnessed members of a 
congregation pressing charges 
against their own pastor! Please 
leave him alone. Those who have 
been blessed by the sermon, 

fine; but those who have been 
offended, let them discard it.”

The illiterate believer’s 
advice had a healing effect on 
the congregation! I appreciate 
him for his far sightedness and 
simplicity that saved the church 
from being split. I cannot say if 
it was his own reasoning or the 
Spirit’s prompting.

The Anointed
I have always believed that 

pastors and preachers are God’s 
anointed servants and that 
they are answerable to Him. 
Their intellectual and critical 
interpretations, as also their 
intentions, are for God alone to 
decide. This is true only if they 
preach the Jesus the apostle 
Paul preached. One of the most 
respected preachers of our 
time was once asked, “Can the 
non-believers expect to go to 
heaven?” His simple answer 
was, “I leave this to God to 
decide.” He refused to give his 
opinion on the faults and beliefs 
of others. David at one time had 
the opportunity to slay King 
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Saul, but he said to Abishai, 
“Don’t destroy him! Who can lay 
his hand on the Lord’s anointed 
and be guiltless?” (1Sam.26:9). 

The Chaos
Today, it is sad to see anointed 

servants of God washing dirty 
linen in public. Their willful acts 
of tarnishing others’ image have 
brought disgrace to Christianity 
in the sight of the world.

Vulnerable myself, I know the 
importance of being reminded 
from time to time of the biblical 
principles the Holy 
Spirit enables me 
to apply in my life 
when I am tempted 
to react or behave 
in a manner that is 
unbecoming of a 
disciple of Christ.

 I remember with 
gratitude what 
my (late) illiterate 
friend, who be-
longed to a sect that worships 
and offers sacrifices to mytho-
logical gods, said to me once. 
There were times when I re-
acted offensively when people 
accused me for something I had 
not done. My friend tapped me 
on the shoulder and reminded 
me of one of the greatest truths 
of the Bible. He said to me, 
“Look, when someone accuses 
you falsely, the best reaction 

would be to keep quiet. The mo-
ment you open your mouth, you 
become their equal; but when 
you remain calm, they get back 
their share of judgment from 
somewhere else.”

I decided to apply this truth 
when a man came up to see 
me about a piece of land which 
he claimed to be his. I showed 
him the papers to prove that 
the land belonged to me. How-
ever, for reasons best known to 
him, he started abusing me with 
the choicest curse words and 

threatened to kill 
me through witch-
craft. I remained si-
lent through all his 
tirades, and when 
he stopped, I of-
fered him refresh-
ments and spoke 
to him kindly. And 
that was the end of 
the episode.

Judge Not
We come across the words 

‘Judge not’ quite often, but sel-
dom retain them in our mem-
ory. Many of the ills in our so-
ciety can be attributed to our 
judgmental attitude. Even those 
who preach against it don the 
multiple roles of prosecutors, 
judges and executioners, with-
out realising it! Mother Theresa 
once said, “Do not judge people, 
otherwise you shall have no 

Vulnerable myself, I know 
the importance of being 

reminded from time to time 
of the biblical principles 

the Holy Spirit enables me 
to apply in my life when 
I am tempted to react or 

behave in a manner that is 
unbecoming of a disciple of 

Christ.
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time to love them.” “Don’t criti-
cise, and then you won’t be criti-
cised, for others will treat you as 
you treat them” (Matt.7:1-2 The 
Living Bible).

Unfit For The Mission
I once read an imaginary story 

about Paul, the apostle, being 
found unfit for the mission work. 
It went like this: Paul requested 
the board of directors for 
missions that he be sent overseas 
as a missionary. He was called 
for an interview. The secretary 
of the board looked at Paul, then 
glanced through his papers and 
made these comments, “Well, it 
is apparent from your physical 
appearance and the documents 
you have submitted that you 
are small-built, with weak eye-
sight. Your records show that 
you have incited people and 
spoken against your superiors. 
We regret that you are not fit 
for God’s mission.” William 
Carey was also declared unfit 
for missionary work. We need 
to remember that God usually 
chooses the weak and the 
illiterate for His mission work.

Tragedy In Church
The disciples once came to 

the Lord and reported to Him 
that someone out there cast out 
demons in His name. The Lord 
replied, “Don’t forbid him! For 
no one doing miracles in My 

name will quickly turn against 
Me!” (Mk.9:39). We need not 
feel insecure or threatened by 
those who serve humanity in 
the name of the Lord Jesus and 
in the power of His Spirit.

Since every human being is 
unique, and God has endowed 
each one with a special gift, we 
should complement, rather than 
compete with one another.

It’s a tragedy that believers go 
to church to worship and hear 
God speak to them, but end up 
witnessing meaningless debates 
that do not edify. They go back 
home with bitter and confused 
feelings. Who is responsible 
for this sad state of affairs? 
“Woe to the shepherds who are 
destroying and scattering the 
sheep of my pasture, declares 
the Lord” (Jer.23:1).

United In Christ
Being concerned about our 

weaknesses and vulnerability, 
the Lord Jesus prayed for all 
of us, including preachers 
and denominations, that we 
should be one. Isn’t it, then, our 
responsibility to ensure that we 
Christians maintain the unity 
that God established when He 
sent the blessed Holy Spirit on 
the day of Pentecost? Christians 
who are united in Christ and 
His love are the most effective 
when they spread the message 
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of God’s kingdom in this world 
(Jn.13:34-35;17:21, 1Cor.12:13). 
How can we fulfil God’s will if 
we judge and quarrel with one 
another? Jesus says, “If anyone 
of you is without sin, let him 
be the first to throw a stone” 
(Jn.8:7).

The Great Commission
Pastors, evangelists and lay 

persons who belong to Bible 
teaching denominations have 
a great responsibility to work 
together in taking the Gospel 
to every soul on earth. Every 
Christian knows 
that this task is 
impossible if each 
one decides to 
follow his/her 
own agenda. As 
the Father and the 
Son are one in their 
mission and purpose, we who 
worship and serve Him have 
the responsibility to carry on the 
mission in the same manner.

The Reconciliation
As we live in these perilous 

days, we need to examine 
ourselves in the light of God’s 
word if we are to resist the 
vicious onslaughts of the devil. 
While the media the world over 
is quick to report incidents of 
Christians transgressing the law 
of the land, it is strangely silent 
on the increasing frequency of 

persecutions unleashed on the 
Christians for spreading the 
Gospel of peace. This situation 
ought to awaken us to our need 
to humble ourselves, shed our 
egos and get reconciled with 
God and with one another. If we 
do that, we could possibly expect 
the dawn of a new era that will 
change the face of the world 
and its perception of Christians. 
“Therefore, if you are offering 
your gift at the altar and there 
remember that your brother has 
something against you, leave 
your gift there in front of the 

altar. First go and 
reconcile with your 
brother; then come 
and offer your 
gift” (Matt.5:23-
24). Remember, the 
world is watching 
us!

The Preachers Of Yesteryears
The first Welsh missionary, 

Thomas Jones, introduced the 
Gospel to the hamlets near 
my village, Jowai, Meghalaya, 
during the year 1842. Perhaps 
it was unsafe and untimely 
to preach directly to these 
people then. Jones sent the first 
evangelist U. Luh in 1854 and U. 
Larsing in 1856. It was during 
these years that the first few 
locals were won to Christ – 14 
years of perseverance, faith and 
hard work. The missionary W. 

As we live in these 
perilous days, we need to 
examine ourselves in the 
light of God’s word if we 
are to resist the vicious 
onslaughts of the devil. 
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Lewis and his evangelist Luh 
wrote in their diary sometime 
in 1854, “The people of the 
village were more drunken 
and degraded than in any other 
part of the country, and wholly 
given to gambling. A number of 
men set houses on fire in order 
to steal. In two to three months 
around thirty houses were 
destroyed.” The difficulties 
those missionaries encountered 
are too numerous to mention 
here. But the good news is that 
many men and women were 
transformed by the power of 
God’s word when they believed 
in Jesus Christ.

The missionaries encouraged 
the new believers to meet for 
worship as often as possible. In 
one of those meetings, an old 
man came with his grandson 
as there was no one to look 
after him at home. Soon after he 
started speaking to the gathered 
believers, the grandson started 
crying bitterly and was beyond 
control. Calmly, as if speaking to 
a close relative, the grandfather 

said to one of the believers, 
“Riang, you have seen my 
predicament; please come over 
and complete my speech.” 
Riang, who also was illiterate, 
responded gladly and shared 
God’s word. These people knew 
nothing about church theology 
and doctrines, but spoke in all 
simplicity and humility about 
Christ and Him alone. Like 
the first century apostles, they 
preached the risen Christ they 
encountered. Today, that church 
has grown to thousands of 
believers. This is God’s miracle 
through the simple, humble 
and Spirit-filled villagers who 
trusted and obeyed Him.

“Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart, and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all thy ways 
acknowledge Him, and He shall 
direct thy path” (Pro.3:5).
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FRoM SElFIE To SoUl
Jili Grace Koshy

What God looks at is the way you look in your soul.

Sandra was ready to 
leave for the beach as 
she dabbed her lips with 

a tissue and took a closer look at 
the mirror. “I look perfect to meet 
Joe,” she thought to herself.

She dusted her skirt and 
reached out for her handbag 
when a beep from her mobile 
caught her attention. She was 
delighted to see that she had 22 
notifications and 221 likes for her 
profile picture on Facebook. Her 
profile picture and selfie album 
were receiving a lot of attention 
from her friends-circle. Clicking 
photos of oneself and uploading 
it on social networking sites 
has become a trend among 
youngsters, and Sandra was no 
exception. Proudly she posed 
for another selfie and set off for 
the beach.

She arrived at the beach and 
began looking for Joe who was 
supposed to meet her there. She 
took a seat at a nearby bench 
and waited for Joe. After a few 
minutes, she felt restless and 
thought of taking a walk around 
the beach. As she walked, she 
saw people enjoying themselves 
in the water along with their 
loved ones. Moments later, she 
spotted Joe talking to a girl she 
didn’t know. Hurriedly she 
went up to meet Joe. “Hi, Joe! 

Long time no see. How are you, 
and may I know who this is?” 
she asked Joe.

“Hi, Sandra! This is my 
childhood friend, Nancy. I had 
caught up with some of my 
childhood friends and even-
tually met Nancy,” narrated Joe. 
“Nancy, this is my classmate and 
friend Sandra,”continued Joe 
as he introduced his friends to 
each other. Sandra took a closer 
look at Nancy and thought of 
herself to be more beautiful than 
Nancy. Nancy greeted Sandra 
and the trio headed towards a 
nearby snacks bar. At the bar, 
Sandra listened as Nancy shared 
about the experiences she had at 
college and about how she had 
been teased for being short, her 
day-to-day struggles with her 
ailing mother and about how 
Jesus helps her to cope with it 
all. Nancy said she was happy 
because she had Jesus by her 
side and that He always looks at 
the heart. Sandra was touched 
by all that Nancy had shared and 
somehow felt guilty for judging 
Nancy on the basis of her looks.

Sandra returned home and 
surfed through her social 
networking accounts and saw the 
great response she had received 
for her pictures. But, somehow, 
nothing seemed to please 
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Jili Grace Koshy  

her. She then began scrolling 
through the channels on the 
television when she caught a 
glimpse of a pastor preaching 
to a congregation. She scrolled 
back to the channel and was 
moved by what the pastor said.

“Beauty cannot be attained 
by visiting a beauty parlour or 
by using cosmetics. Beauty is 
something that comes from within 
you, in the form of your behaviour 
and attitude. God doesn’t look 
at you the way you look in your 
selfies or at the number of likes 
you have received for it. What 
God looks at is the way you look 
in your soul.

“Your physical body will 
one day perish, but what will 
remain forever is the Real You. 

The soul is the Real You. The 
Lord expects us to be beautiful 
from the inside out.”

This is what the Bible has to 
say about the real, inner beauty 
of a child of God, “Your beauty 
should not come from outward 
adornment, such as braided 
hair and the wearing of gold 
jewellery and fine clothes. 
Instead, it should be that of 
your inner self, the unfading 
beauty of a gentle and quiet 
spirit, which is of great worth 
in God’s sight. For this is the 
way the holy women of the past 
who put their hope in God used 
to make themselves beautiful” 
(1Pet.3:3-5).

WANTED
A Bangalore-based Christian NGO is looking for born-again & committed 
couples / individuals for the post of Residential Warden in a recognized Home 
for Children.
Positions Vacant: Resident Warden :  Couples – 2 / Male – 2/ Female – 2  
Requirements:
•	 must	be	a	born-again	believer
•	 fluent	in	English	language
•	 willing	to	reside	with	children
Remuneration & Perks:
•	 Salary	based	on	experience	and	qualification
•	 Food	&	Accommodation	will	be	provided

 Send your resume/Bio-data to:  
The Manager, 

84/3, 3rd Floor, UCF Center, Lingarajapuram, Hennur Main Road, 
St. Thomas Town Post, Bangalore - 84   Phone: 080-25468026 

Email: reach@newlifevoice.org
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DEbATE

IS BECOMING A MEMBER OF A CHURCH IMPORTANT?

The church is said to be the body of Christ, the bride of Christ 
(1Cor.12:27;Eph.5:26-27). Our body is said to be the holy temple of 
God (1Cor.3:16). I think becoming a member is just a formal thing 
and it is for our benefit, but what God intends for us is to be a part 
of it so that when He comes back He will take the bride with Him, 
which should be holy, blameless and ready (Eph.5:26-27;Rev.19:7). 
Also, we should glorify God with our bodies (1Cor.6:19-20), because 
we are the church.

Sunil Chelladurai, Hyderabad (AP)

The word ‘membership’ in the New Testament is in the context of 
a “one body with its many parts” concept that describes the church. 
Paul while elaborating this concept, explains in Romans 12:4-6, 
“Each of us has one body with many members... so in Christ we who 
are many form one body and each member belongs to all others. We 
have different gifts according to the grace given us.”

Thus, membership is about belonging to the body (or the local 
fellowship). The initial entry into this body should be through faith 
in Jesus. Once in the body (or local fellowship) then this membership 
entails responsibility towards the body, based on the gifting of each 
individual (Rom.12:7,8) so as to build the others.

In this sense membership is a must. But the so-called membership 
based on paying a fee to be part of a group is not biblical. A person 
will attend church once a year and still consider himself a member 
of the group because of the fee he pays. That fee entitles him to a lot 
of privileges, without any responsibility - that’s ridiculous. Could 
my body function that way?

Oliver Amanna, Karjat (Mah.)

It is mandatory for a Christian to be a member of a church. 
Firstly, Church is not a building with four walls; it is much 

beyond that. In the New Testament, the Greek word for church 
is ekklesia which means called out for a special purpose (ek – out; 
kaleo - called).  A member of a church is one who is ‘called out for a 
purpose’. God separated us from the world with a purpose – to be 
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witnesses for Him. “They are not of the world, even as I am not of 
the world” (Jn.17:16).

Secondly, when we are saved by the grace and mercy of God 
through the blood of Jesus Christ, it is necessary to be a part of a 
local church in order to grow in the Lord. “And the Lord added 
to the church daily such as should be saved” (Acts 2:47). To grow 
in the Lord, we need fellowship with other believers. The author 
of the book of Hebrew urges us not to neglect fellowship. “Not 
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of 
some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye 
see the day approaching” (Heb.10:25).

Thirdly, Church is the body of Christ who is the Head. “… even 
as Christ is the Head of the Church…” (Eph.5:23). 

Unfortunately, many ‘Christians’ erroneously think that their 
church membership is confined to ritual observances, baptism, 
getting married and ensuring a decent burial. When they understand 
the meaning of the church as defined in the New Testament, they 
will come out of its four walls and be witnesses in society for Christ, 
the Lord of the church. 

J. Asir Samuel, Tuticorin, TN.
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The ‘fullness of life’ is 
found in Jesus Christ; 
it is found in knowing 

Him, serving Him, imitating 
Him and loving Him. Jesus said, 
“I have come that they may 
have life, and have it to the full” 
(Jn.10:10).

Paul’s life-theme  was, ‘Press-
ing towards the goal’ (Phil.3:13-
14). When we think about this 
theme, what comes to our mind? 
What are our expectations, 
hopes and fears as we pursue 
our goal?

Perhaps, the very first thought 
is of the routine demands of life, 
the daily pattern of work. Or 
maybe, our mind is immediately 
focused on some ‘big events’. 
While forecasting the future, we 
may feel rather overwhelmed, 
pulled in too many different 
directions all at once. We can 
easily get unfocused, spreading 
our energies too thinly 
and forgetting what’s most 
important. Eventually, we find 
that what matters most in life 
gets lost in the shuffle.

In order to have a right 
perspective of our life-theme, we 
need to remind ourselves of that 

THE FUllNESS oF lIFE
Binoy Kumar Muduli

 Press on to know Christ better.

which is most important for us 
as Christians. We need to know 
afresh the primary direction of 
our lives and the goal for which 
we are striving. If we do this, we 
will be prepared to make our life 
count, experience it more richly 
and meaningfully. 

Knowing Christ
Philippians 3:12-16 tells us 

why we are alive. It helps us to 
fix our gaze upon the goalpost 
of life. Before we get to this text, 
however, let’s take a quick look 
at the context.

In chapter 3, Paul warns the 
Philippians about those who 
would corrupt their Christian 
discipleship by imposing Jewish 
religious practices upon them. 
If anyone should take pride 
in Judaism, Paul confesses he 
should, because he was an 
exemplary Jew. However, his 
encounter and relationship 
with Jesus Christ completely 
inverted the values he once held 
as a zealous Jew. What Paul 
once regarded as treasure – his 
Jewish ancestry and religiosity 
– he now regards as garbage. 
It’s not that Judaism is bad; 
what has radically transformed 
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Paul’s priorities is simply the 
extraordinary value of knowing 
Christ. 

Now you might think that 
Paul experienced everything 
about Christ and His glory, giv-
en what he says about the all-
surpassing greatness of know-
ing Christ. Well, this is hardly 
the case. Paul wants to ‘gain’ 
even more of Christ, to ‘know’ 
Him more fully (3:8,10). In fact, 
a deeper relationship with Je-
sus Christ becomes the primary 
goal of Paul’s life, that for which 
he strives with every ounce of 
his strength.

Running For The Prize
What is life? In this text, we 

see that life is a race in which 
we strive for the finish line of 
knowing Christ completely. 
In the light of this truth, I 
want to suggest three practical 
guidelines. 

Make knowing Christ your 
primary goal in life. There 
are countless demands on us. 
Perhaps never before has life 
been so complex. When we’ve 
got so much going on in life, 
when voices all around us 
clamour for our attention, it’s 
easy to lose focus. We can forget 
why we’re here and what we’re 
living for as we keep running in 
all directions, arriving nowhere! 

Here’s the antidote to a 
scattered and unproductive 
existence: Make ‘knowing Christ 
better’ your primary purpose in 
life. Make it your primary goal to 
have a deeper, closer relationship 
with Jesus Christ.

Invest yourself in the race 
that matters the most. “So many 
races…so little time.” They 
say life is a rat-race; in reality 
it’s much worse. Life is full of 
competing rat races.

So, what are we to do? Philip-
pians 3 gives us a simple an-
swer: invest yourself in the race 
that matters most. Follow Paul’s 
own example, “Forgetting what 
lies behind and straining for-
ward to what lies ahead, I press 
on toward the goal for the prize 
of the heavenly call of God in 
Christ Jesus” (3:13b-14). Per-
haps in our context, we should 
forget not only what lies behind, 
but also what lies alongside us – 
all of the other races – in order 
to put all of our energy into the 
one race that is the most impor-
tant of all. 

Does this mean that our 
families, our work, our studies, 
or our service in the community 
would be neglected? Not at all! 
Rather, investing ourselves in 
the pursuit of knowing Christ 
will certainly call for a radical 
change in our life’s priorities. 
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In fact, everything else in life 
that concerns our welfare will 
be taken care of by the God who 
gave us His only Son – Jesus 
Christ (Matt.6:33;Rom.8:32).

Run the race as a claimed 
prize. The Christian life is not a 
race in which you seek the prize 
of knowing Christ. It is a race 
in which Christ seeks you as 
His prize. If you’re a Christian, 
then you’ve already been found 
by God in Christ! This is the 
only basis for you 
to run the race 
for Christ as His 
own treasure, 
firmly grasped in 
His loving, nail-
scarred hand. 

Admittedly, there is a 
paradox here. How can we run 
towards Christ as the prize, if 
He has already claimed us as 
His own prize? Doesn’t this 
mean the running is already 
over? Yes, in a sense it does. 
Once you have given your life 
to Christ, you have been found 
and saved for eternity. Your 
salvation is secure in Him. His 
Spirit lives within you. These 
things are set forever. But in 
response to these realities, you 
have the privilege of knowing 
Christ better in this life and fully 
in the glorious life that awaits 
us in His kingdom.

So, before you do any seeking, 
before you run the race to know 
Him better, be convinced of 
this: If you are a Christian, then 
Jesus Christ has claimed you as His 
prize, and He will never let you 
go (Phil.3:12). In the light of this 
bedrock truth, strive to know Christ 
better. And if you’re not a Christian, 
know that Jesus is seeking you even 
now. Perhaps He will even claim 
you as His prize today, if you come 

to Him! 

Conclusion 
As followers 

of Christ, when 
we gather for 
communion, we 

share a deep fellowship with 
Jesus Christ, and with one 
another, through the Spirit. The 
word ‘communion’ comes from 
the Greek word that means 
‘intimate fellowship’.

So, press on to know Christ 
better and celebrate the fact 
that Christ has pressed on to 
know you. You are His prize. 
Jesus Christ has made you His 
own! 

Amen!

The Christian life is not a 
race in which you seek the 
prize of knowing Christ. It 
is a race in which Christ 
seeks you as His prize.

Binoy Kumar Muduli  
is the Founder-Director, 
Hope India Foundation, 

and lives in Bhubaneswar.
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PRAyING IN THE Holy SPIRIT
P. Joseph Ramanathan

Praying in the Spirit is inseparably yoked to a deep awareness 

of the fatherhood of God.

The letter of Jude is 
probably the most 
neglected book in the 

New Testament. Jude is a part 
of the canon of God’s word, 
profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, and for 
instruction in righteousness.

Giving careful attention to its 
structure is crucial to a proper 
understanding of this letter. In 
verse 3, Jude makes an appeal 
to his readers to “contend 
earnestly for the faith which 
was once for all delivered to 
the saints.” Then, in verse 4, he 
proceeds to indicate why he is 
making this appeal: “Certain 
men have crept in unnoticed 
who, long ago, were marked 
out for this condemnation, 
ungodly men, who turn the 
grace of our God into lewdness 
and deny the only Lord God 
and our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
The verses which follow (5-19) 
provide a complete portrait of 
these false teachers. It is not 
until verse 20, however, that 
Jude returns to the theme of 
verse 3 and explains what is 

entailed in ‘contending for the 
faith’. Thus, verses 5-19 are 
intended to awaken readers 
to the lurking dangers they 
were oblivious of. It is only 
after warning them of those 
dangers that Jude gives them 
positive directions on how to 
face the situation. Seen in this 
light, verses 20-23 constitute 
the very climax of the letter.

If this basic structure of the 
letter is overlooked, one easily 
comes away with the impression 
that the only option to oppose 
the heresy is verbal denunciation 
of the heretics. Not really. 
Verses 20-23 give us a far better 
alternative to deal with heretics 
and their teachings. While verses 
22 and 23 delineate the attitude 
the Christian community is to 
take towards false teachers and 
those who have come under 
their influence, it is in verses 
20-21 that Jude prescribes the 
antidote to error: “Beloved, 
building yourselves up on your 
most holy faith, praying in the 
Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in 
the love of God, looking for the 
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mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 
unto eternal life.”

Fight Against Heresy
Of the four admonitions 

contained in these verses, it is the 
second one which is probably 
the most difficult to interpret. 
What exactly does Jude mean 
when he urges his readers to 
pray in the Holy Spirit? First, 
whatever its precise meaning, 
it presents a contrast to the 
graphic statement with which 
Jude concludes verse 19 where 
he says with confidence that the 
false teachers about whom he 
is warning his fellow believers 
are men devoid of the Spirit of 
God. It is quite probable that 
these false teachers claimed 
to be spiritual men, men who 
possessed the Spirit of God. 
Possibly, they connected their 
claim to the fact that they were 
the recipients of visions, a point 
to which Jude alludes when he 
describes them as dreamers 
(v.8). Be that as it may, Jude 
does not hesitate to denounce 
their claims, because a careful 
observation of their life-style 
reveals the fruit of immorality, 
the end product of ungodly 
desires (vv.4,16,18). Jude is 
convinced that such a life-style 
is impossible for men who have 
drunk deeply of the Spirit of 

God (1Thess.4:3-8). It naturally 
follows that the false teachers, 
men devoid of the Spirit, could 
not fulfil Jude’s exhortation to 
pray in the Spirit.

There are some who feel that 
praying in the Spirit is the same 
as praying in tongues. According 
to their interpretation, Jude is 
urging his readers to include 
praying in tongues as part 
of their arsenal in the fight 
against heresy. But if this were 
true, Jude certainly hints at it 
in a rather obscure manner. 
The apostle Paul qualifies his 
exhortation to ‘pray in the Spirit’ 
by saying, “And pray in the 
Spirit on all occasions with all 
kinds of prayers and requests. 
With this in mind, be alert and 
always keep on praying for all 
the saints” (Eph.6:18). Every 
conceivable type of prayer which 
a believer might pray, including 
the simple cry of “Help” from 
the heart, is to be uttered in the 
Spirit. Prayer is simply an act 
of surrendering to the Spirit of 
God which, by the way, usually 
brings physical and spiritual 
strain on the intercessor.

Basis For Prayer
What, then, does Jude mean 

when he exhorts us to make 
‘praying in the Spirit’ an integral 
part of our lives? There is a vast 
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difference between ‘praying 
in the Spirit’ and ‘praying in 
the flesh’. One who prays in 
the Spirit connects with God, 
whereas one who prays in the 
flesh is out of tune with God. If 
we read Jude 20 with Ephesians 
2:18, “Through Him (that is, 
Christ) we…have our access in 
one Spirit to the Father,” we are 
reminded of Christ’s atoning 
sacrifice on the cross for our sins, 
because of which we have been 
reconciled to God and united 
in Christ through the baptism 
of the Holy Spirit. 
Therefore, every 
prayer that God 
hears and is 
pleased to answer 
is one that is 
offered to Him 
in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Our privilege of 
worship and prayer, purchased 
by Christ at such a great cost to 
Himself, finds its guarantee and 
outworking in the Holy Spirit 
who indwells us.

So, first, to pray in the Spirit 
means nothing less than to claim 
and make use of this access 
to God which Christ’s death 
provides.

Second, praying in the Spirit 
is inseparably yoked to a deep 
awareness of the fatherhood of 

God. When a person prays in 
the Spirit he or she is vividly 
conscious that the God to whom 
he or she is praying is not a 
distant figure, but One who is 
very close, in fact, One who is 
his or her Father. This conviction 
that those who are indwelt by 
the Spirit of Christ can approach 
God as their Father with freedom 
and reverent familiarity was 
one of the key biblical truths 
rediscovered at the time of 
the Reformation. Reformers 
pray as devoutly as one who is 

conversing with 
God, and with such 
hope and faith as 
one who addresses 
his father.

Third, praying in 
the Spirit is prayer 
that the Spirit 

empowers and directs. For most 
of us regular, private prayer is 
the most difficult aspect of our 
lives. The reason is not hard to 
find. It is because of our fallen 
nature that is actually allergic 
to God and never wants to get 
close to Him. Thus our fallen 
nature constantly pulls us 
away from prayer. Specifically, 
prayer reveals the believer’s 
innate poverty as well as his 
dependence on another. More 
than anything else, prayer 

More than anything else, 
prayer makes us conscious 

of our limitations and 
weaknesses. we, naturally, 
tend to shy away from such 

a revelation.
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makes us conscious of our 
limitations and weaknesses. 
We, naturally, tend to shy away 
from such a revelation. That 
is why we need the Spirit’s 
empowering in prayer, both to 
pray and persevere in prayer. 
One commentary states, “The 
assistance of the Holy Spirit is 
not that of which we are always 
sensible. We must not live in the 
neglect of prayer at any time 
because we are unconscious of 
being under divine influence, 
but rather, as our Lord directs, 
pray for His Holy Spirit. It is 
in prayer that the Spirit of God 
ordinarily assists us. Prayers 
begun in dejection have often 
ended in joy and praise; of this 
many of the Psalms of David 
furnish us with examples.”

A desire to be led by the Holy 
Spirt in prayer does not entail 
forsaking all effort in prayer 
and simply surrendering to the 
Spirit. Rather, it should actually 
lead one to increasingly give 
oneself to prayer and experience 
the empowering of God the 
Holy Spirit as he or she prays.

What does Jude mean when he 
urges his readers to pray in the 
Holy Spirt? Nothing less than to 
experience true prayer as we are 
brought by the Holy Spirit into the 
presence of God our Father to hear 
His voice address us through the 
Spirit of His Son, and to speak with 

Him with boldness and reverence.
Praying in the Spirit, therefore, 

implies three things for a child 
of God:
1. He/she can claim and avail 

of the freedom God gives to 
approach Him in the name 
of Jesus Christ.

2. Enabled by the indwelling 
Holy Spirit, a child of God is 
conscious of God’s closeness 
to him/her as Abba, Father.
This conviction was one 
of the key biblical truths 
rediscovered at the time of the 
Reformation. The one truth 
that was at the centre of the 
great reformers of the 16th 
century was that God had 
reconciled them to Himself 
and therefore they could 
have direct communion with 
Him as their Father.

3. Empowerment and direction. 
When we recognise our 
need to pray, we admit 
our spiritual poverty and 
total dependence on God. 
It is here that we need 
empowerment and direction 
from God when we pray so 
that we pray in the Spirit and 
persevere therein.

P. Joseph Ramanathan  
lives in Chennai.
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1. SDA: After creating this earth in six days, our Lord God rested on the 
seventh day. Thus He called that day as the Sabbath or rest day. For 
example, the day a child is born becomes his birthday. Similarly, the day 
God rested becomes His rest day or the Sabbath day. Can anyone of us 
change our birthday to a day that we were not born? Never! Then how 
can a day on which God did not rest become His rest day? Therefore, the 
seventh day of the week is His Sabbath day.

VS: Right. However, we would do well to remember that Scripture 
defines Scripture and that it does not require personal interpre-
tation (2 Pet. 1:20-21; 2 Tim. 3:16). The 66 canonical books of the 
Bible are God-breathed, and we cannot build an interpretation on 
the superficial application of a biblical text taken out of context. 
Read on for more light on this.

2. SDA: The Creator God blessed and sanctified the seventh day of the 
week (Gen.2:3; Exo.20:11). God did not bless or sanctify the other six 
days of the week. Similarly, God gave man the Sabbath day in the Gar-
den of Eden before his fall. Jesus came down to earth as Man because 
man sinned. Therefore there is no relationship between the Sabbath 
(which was given before man sinned) and Jesus’ incarnation (as man). 
God gave man the Sabbath as a memorial of His creation and Jesus came 
down to the earth as a man to redeem fallen man. Thus both (Sabbath 
and Jesus’ incarnation) had two different purposes (Exo.20:11; 31:17). 

VS: Yes, God blessed and sanctified the seventh day. Does that mean 
that the other days of the week, also made by a holy God, are less 
holy? In the New Covenant of grace, the emphasis is not so much 
on the day as on the holiness that comes through faith in Jesus  
Christ (Rom.14:5-6; Gal.2:21;4:9-11; Phil.3:9).

 Of course, there is a close relationship between the Sabbath and 
the incarnation of Jesus. Let me explain briefly.

 The Sabbath (rest) is God’s gracious provision for man’s well-being 
whereas to keep or observe the Sabbath is God’s commandment 
(one of the Ten Commandments) to man. Since God knew that it 

SAbbATH DAy
Vivek Salins

This two-part article deals with the principal arguments presented by the Seventh 
Day Adventists (‘based on the Bible’ as they claim) in their tracts titled Right Or Wrong 
and from Sunday to Sabbath in support of their dogma on the observance of the 
Sabbath day.

(Nos. 1-10 correspond to those used in SDA’s tract Right or wrong.)

Part-1
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was impossible for the fallen man to observe or obey all the com-
mandments, He sent His Son Jesus Christ into this world, at His 
appointed time, to fulfil the Law and to save us sinners from the 
curse of the Law (Matt.5:17-20; Rom.5:12-21;Gal.3:10-14).

3. SDA: Jesus said, “The Sabbath was made for man” (Mk.2:27) and not 
for a particular group. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 
therefore the Sabbath is applicable to all.

VS: Read Mark 2:27 in its context to understand what the Lord meant. 
Jesus used the example of David to point out how ridiculous the 
Pharisees’ accusations were (1Sam.21:1-6). God created the Sab-
bath for our benefit, not His own. God derives no benefit from 
having us rest on the Sabbath, but we are restored both physi-
cally and spiritually when we take time to rest and focus on God. 
For the Pharisees, Sabbath laws had become more important than 
Sabbath rest. Both David and Jesus understood that the intent of 
God’s law was to promote love for God and others (Matt.22:36-
40).

4. SDA: Sabbath was given to Adam, the first man created by God, and 
not to the Jews. The observance of Sabbath began around 2300 years 
before the Jews came into existence. when we observe the Sabbath, we 
are glorifying God and His creation work and are recognising God as 
our Creator.

VS: The Bible does not explicitly say that Sabbath was given to Adam. 
God gave the Ten Commandments through His prophet Moses 
after the Israelites were delivered from their bondage in Egypt. It 
was to the Jews who came out of Egypt that the commandment 
to keep the Sabbath holy was given, even though the Sabbath day 
began when God rested on the seventh day from His labour.

 In Genesis 17:1-14 we read about the covenant of circumcision 
that God made with Abraham – the circumcision of the flesh. Do 
we Christians keep that covenant in response to God’s command 
in verses 13&14 of Genesis 17? No! Why not? Because, for us cir-
cumcision is a symbol of ‘cutting off’ the old life of sin, purifying 
one’s heart and dedicating oneself to God (Gen.17:13,14). Similar-
ly, the Sabbath rest of the O.T. pointed towards God’s Son Jesus 
Christ in whom we find eternal rest, not just one day of the week 
(Matt.11:28;Heb.3:1-11).

5. SDA: All mankind originated in Adam (Acts 17:26) and so all instruc-
tions given to Adam are also applicable to all later generations of human 
beings.

VS: Acts 17:26 has also been taken out of context to support the unbib-
lical teaching on the Sabbath day. The context of Acts 17:26 is Paul 
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addressing the Athenians, who worshipped idols and believed in 
superstitions; at the same time, they were in search of the true God. 
Since they had an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown God’, 
among several other altars, Paul announced that he was going to 
proclaim or reveal to them the ‘unknown’ God whom also they 
worshipped. Paul said the same God who was unknown to them 
made Adam, the first human, from whom all of us descended. 
God has placed us wherever we are so that we would seek Him 
and find Him, because He is not far from us. There is no reference 
here to the Sabbath. However, Paul does refer to the resurrection of 
Christ (17:31) who is going to judge those who have not repented 
of their sins.

6. SDA: The Bible calls Sabbath as the Sabbath of the Lord and not as the 
Sabbath of the Jews. 

VS: It is true that the Bible calls the Sabbath as the Sabbath of the Lord 
and not of the Jews. It is also true that the same Lord who owns 
the Sabbath is the Lord of the Sabbath who does not condemn 
those who, according to the Pharisees, “do what is unlawful on 
the Sabbath” (Matt.12:1-12).

7. SDA: Before God wrote down the Ten Commandments on the Mount 
of Sinai and handed it down to Moses, people were observing Sabbath 
(Exo.16:4,27). 

VS: No, the quoted verses do no show this. What they are referring 
to are instructions for not collecting manna on the seventh day, 
saying that the seventh day was going to be a sabbath to the Lord. 
This was, in fact, a preparation for the Ten Commandments which 
were going to be given to them shortly (vv.23,25).

8. SDA: when God wrote the moral law which is the Ten Commandments, 
He placed the Sabbath commandment at the heart of the Ten Command-
ments (Exo.20:1-17). If this was unimportant, then why did God write 
down this commandment?

VS: You say that God placed the Sabbath commandment at the heart 
of the Ten Commandments. What is the basis of this statement? 
Are not all the Ten Commandments equally important? In re-
counting the Ten Commandments and the other ceremonial laws 
given to the Israelites, Moses told the Israelites that while God 
added nothing more to the Ten Commandments He commanded 
him to teach the Israelites how to observe the Ten Command-
ments and the ceremonial laws based on them (Deut.5:1-33;6:1-5; 
Lev.19:18). 

 It is significant to note that when a law expert wanted to know 
which the greatest commandment in the Law was, the Lord Jesus 
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Prestigious award given to Dr. Amit Kamle, CMD at hands of 
popular Indo- Canadian celebrity, Lisa Ray

It was a proud moment for Dr.Amit Kamle, Chairman and Managing 
Director of A.K. International Tourism, for being the prestigious 
winner of Brands Academy Award of Excellence for Significant 
contribution by A.K.International Tourism as ‘Best Pilgrimage Tour 
Operator’ for Israel, Jordan and Egypt. Dr. Amit Kamle received the 
award from Chief Guest, Lisa Ray, popular Bollywood actress. The 
Award ceremony was held at Movenpick Hotel and Spa, Bangalore 
on 8th August 2015.

Said a beaming Dr. Amit Kamle, “I feel blessed that God has chosen 
us to serve in his divine ministry and to show the Pilgrims the Holy 
land of Israel, Jordan and Egypt and witness God’s presence there. The 
Tourism award that too for Best Pilgrimage Tour Operator Award, and 
receiving it on an international platform, has been a very humbling 
experience. It truly inspires us to further excel in our endeavour”.

Dr. Amit Kamle even launched a spectacular DVD by the same title, 
‘The Holy Land Journey’. It was the 1st  DVD of its kind launched 
in India & has been made in 13 regional languages – English, 
Hindi, Marathi, Punjabi, Gujarati, Bengali, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, 
Malayalam, Oriya, Assamese and even Urdu, with sub-titles in 
English. “Our aim was to reach out to maximum people as possible, 
and no one should be deprived of getting to see the places where Lord 
Jesus lived, just because of the language and financial barrier. The film 
traverses through 75 sites where Lord Jesus travelled, and includes all 
the places that are mentioned in the Bible”, sums up Dr. Kamle.

 ‘Best Pilgrimage Tour Operator for Israel, Jordan & 
Egypt’ Award conferred on A.K. International Tourism
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quoted the first commandment from these teachings, viz., “Love 
the Lord your God…” The Lord also told him that the second 
greatest commandment is equally important, “Love your neigh-
bour as yourself. All the law and the prophets hang on these two 
commandments” (Matt. 22:34-40).

 Therefore, your observation that God placed the Sabbath com-
mandment at the heart of the Ten Commandments is unscrip-
tural and misleading.

9. SDA: “And He declared unto you His covenant which He commanded 
you to perform, even ten commandments and He wrote them upon two 
tablets of stone” (Deut.4:13). The Ten Commandments are God’s laws 
and are applicable to all human beings.

VS: The Ten Commandments are God’s laws and are applicable to 
all human beings who are under the Law and not under grace.They 
are not applicable to those who are saved by faith in Jesus Christ! 
(Rom.10:4;Gal.3:17-25;5:3-4;13-14).

10. SDA: God wrote the Ten Commandments on two tablets of stone with 
His own fingers, only to show that it stands forever and that it is im-
mutable (Deut.5:22).

VS: Absolutely! God’s word, including the Law, is immutable and 
eternal. The Bible also declares that Christ is the end of the Law, 
because He fulfils the purpose and goal of the Law (Matt.5:17) in 
that He perfectly exemplified God’s desires on earth. He is also 
the termination of the Law because in comparison to Christ, the 
law is powerless to save. The Law can never make us perfect in 
the sight of God, however hard we try to obey. Those who are in 
Christ are not under the Law. All that matters to God is our child-
like faith in His Son who shed His holy blood on the cross for our 
sins and reconciled us to the Father in heaven. It delights God’s 
heart when He sees the fruit of the Spirit in His blood-bought 
children as they abide in Christ (Jn.15:1-17;Gal.5:22-23). 

 Only when we meet our Lord Jesus Christ in heaven can we be 
perfect as He is perfect. Therefore, in heaven we will not need 
the Ten Commandments nor will we need the ceremonial laws of 
sacrifices, because God will put His laws in our minds and write 
them on our hearts (Heb.8:10). For the Christian today, Christ Je-
sus is All-in-all!

Vivek Salins 
resides in Thane.

To be concluded.
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How is it that at such 
a time as ours, when 
things are going from 

bad to worse in terms of morality, 
understanding of right and 
wrong, violence, perversion, etc., 
when the standard of Christians 
itself is going down because of 
watered down preaching and 
importing of worldly values, 
God would send a message 
to the leaders to improve the 
impact of Christians in this 
world rather than ask Christians 
to repent? When God decides to 
use an extraordinary means of 
communicating His direction 
to Christians, why doesn’t He 
talk about the shortness of 
the time ahead and tell us to 
prepare ourselves and others 
for the coming of Jesus? These 
are the messages given for these 
days in the New Testament.  
When God sent messages to 
the people of Israel through 
the Old Testament prophets, 
the common factor was a call to 
repent and to turn back to God. 
On the contrary, at this time of 

SEVEN MoUNTAINS oF 
INFlUENCE 

Part-2
Jacob Ninan

Many Christian leaders seem to be unaware of the fact that not 
every message they receive in their heart is from God.

apostasy, nearly at the end of 
the world, He seems to have 
sent a message that addresses a 
secondary issue. Following that, 
many Christians seem to have 
changed their focus to working in 
the seven mountains, forgetting 
weightier matters. To put things 
in an extreme way, when our 
time on earth is becoming 
very short and we should be 
concentrating on what is most 
important, some Christians 
seem to be worried about, for 
example, how to Christianise art 
forms in the different cultures.

The Deception
Many Christian leaders seem 

to be unaware of the fact that 
not every message they receive 
in their heart is from God. This 
seems to be particularly true of 
those who believe in hearing 
God speak to them in their 
heart. Deceiving spirits are very 
active in these last days to bring 
out what Paul calls ‘doctrines 
of demons’. Such doctrines are 
not necessarily weird looking 
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ones which we can immediately 
identify as coming from demons. 
The examples Paul gives are 
doctrines that forbid marriage 
or eating certain foods, which 
are deceptive because they give 
an appearance of making people 
holy and godly! Following such 
doctrines will make people 
think they are becoming holy 
while they are actually turning 
their focus away 
from real inner 
godliness. There 
are, of course, 
demonic doctrines 
that lead people 
to licentiousness, 
debauchery, and 
various forms of 
sin. But demonic 
doctrines may 
also be those 
which look good 
on the outside, but 
which will distract 
people from God 
and His ways. 
Without watching 
out for such deceptive thoughts 
that come to our minds in just 
the same way as thoughts of 
temptation come in, we may 
end up swallowing everything 
as a ‘revelation from God’! Let 
us not also forget the fact that 
not everything supernatural is 
from God, and that not even 
being filled with the Holy Spirit 
can protect us from thoughts 

that evil spirits can place in our 
mind.

This  ‘revelation’ about the 
seven mountains is certainly 
extra-biblical in that the 
Bible does not give us such 
an instruction about how to 
influence the world for Christ. 
But then, God is not restricted 
to speaking to His people only 
things that are already there in 

the Bible. He can 
give us specific 
instructions for 
different times we 
live in. However, 
we need to  check 
everything that 
seems to come from 
God to see if it is 
in contradiction to 
what the Bible says 
or is in line with it. 
Obviously, God 
will not contradict 
Himself.

One important 
factor that made 

so many people believe that 
this message was from God 
was that it came to godly 
people  One does not normally 
expect that godly people 
would make a mistake in this 
area of hearing from God. But 
we must not forget that even 
Jesus had ideas put into His 
mind from the Devil, and He 
had to sort them out with His 

Deceiving spirits are 
very active in these last 
days to bring out what 
Paul calls ‘doctrines of 

demons’. Such doctrines 
are not necessarily weird 

looking ones which we 
can immediately identify 
as coming from demons. 
The examples Paul gives 
are doctrines that forbid 

marriage or eating certain 
foods, which are deceptive 

because they give an 
appearance of making 
people holy and godly! 
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knowledge of God which had 
already been given to Him in 
God’s word. Another factor 
could be the miraculous way 
in which the same message 
was given to three different 
people around the same time. 
But just think of it, this is quite 
within the capabilities of Satan 
to do! So these two factors are 
not enough to convince us that 
this message was from God.

Make Disciples
Let us look at the concept of 

improving the Christian influ-
ence on the seven 
mountains in the 
context of the Bi-
ble. The Bible does 
say about Chris-
tians being the salt 
and light of the 
earth and thereby 
being a positive 
influence on the world. It also 
tells us to be witnesses for God 
in every part of the world. But 
in order to be able to achieve 
this, what Christians need to do 
first of all is to live lives that are 
witnesses for God. Secondly, 
we preach the Gospel to every 
creature and make disciples of 
all nations so that they also can 
experience the change. That is 
how the people of the world 
can repent and receive the good 
news of salvation. That is how 
they can be born again and be-

come a part of the kingdom of 
God. That will then add to the 
witness to the world and en-
hance the influence on the seven 
mountains.

On the other hand, if we 
neglect the work of bring-
ing change into people’s lives 
through the Gospel because we 
are focussed on working on im-
proving the seven mountains, 
we miss God’s plan. This does 
not seem to be in line with what 
God has said through the Bible. 
From Satan’s point of view, this 
would be a good thing, when 

Christians would 
be occupied with 
making things bet-
ter in the world, 
and there would 
be less attention on 
making efforts to 
bring people into 
God’s kingdom.

Because Satan is telling people 
to do something good for the 
others and not evil, as we would 
normally expect him to do, we 
would be caught off guard and 
into his snare.

If we look at the various pro-
ponents of the ‘seven moun-
tains movement’ and the whole 
spectrum of activities going on 
under this umbrella, what we 
find is an emphasis to ‘infil-
trate’ the different mountains 
in large numbers and to become 

Because Satan is telling 
people to do something 

good for the others and not 
evil, as we would normally 
expect him to do, we would 

be caught off guard and 
into his snare.
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‘change makers’ of culture from 
there. Organisations have been 
set up, books and other media 
have been prepared, and train-
ing programmes are available 
around this ‘mandate’ of the 
seven mountains. What we do 
not find is an emphasis on lead-
ing people to Christ and getting 
their lives changed by Christ. 
There are also a few who do not 
seem to have thought through 
all these implications, but na-
ively think that better situations 
on these mountains will make it 
conducive to their preaching of 
the Gospel.

In the light of the signs of the 
end times that are increasing 
and the shortness of the time we 
have, this ‘message from God’ 
lacks the seal of His heart as we 
see in the Old and New Testa-
ments.

Is This The End?
There are some Christians 

who believe that God is going to 
purify this earth in every way so 
that it will be transformed into 
a new earth where God’s people 
will live forever. According to 
them, when Jesus returns to this 
earth, His people are not going 
to be raptured in order to be with 
Him, but wicked people, wick-
edness and all defilements are 
going to be taken away, leaving 
God’s people on this earth. For 
such people it makes sense to 

think that the seven mountains 
need to be purified and that it 
is their responsibility to do it so 
that Jesus can come into a new 
earth. This has many theological 
problems which we cannot dis-
cuss in this article.

Conclusion
This teaching of the seven 

mountains has affected a large 
number of Christians all over 
the world and taken them off 
the right track. It does not look 
as if this ‘revelation’ was from 
God after all, but a diversionary 
tactic from the Devil. These 
three famous leaders appear 
to have made a mistake on 
this point and not anticipated 
where this was leading to. But 
it does not imply that they are 
not godly people. It only shows 
that anyone can make a mistake. 
At the same time, we also see 
how mistakes which big leaders 
make can affect a large number 
of those who respect them. They 
are bigger targets for Satan’s 
attacks. It teaches the rest of us 
not to be overawed by the fame 
or status of the person who is 
bringing out a new teaching, 
but to check things out before 
accepting them.

Jacob Ninan is a Bible 
teacher and counsellor, 

helping people with their 
spiritual, psychological and 

relationship problems. He 
lives in Bangalore.
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scient and omnipotent, but also
sovereign, doing whatever He
pleases (Ps.115:3). No one can
control Him or tell Him what He
should do. At the same time He
answers our prayers and acts
according to our request! He
tells us to ask whatever we want,
but answers us if we pray ac-
cording to His will
(Jn.14:13;1Jn.5:14,15).

This mystery of prayer has
puzzled people throughout
times. Some argue that we
need not pray anything be-
cause anyway God will do
what He wants, and others in-
sist that God will do whatever
we ask. Many times we don't
get what God wants us to get
because we don't ask, and at
other times God doesn't an-
swer because we ask wrongly
(Jas.4:2,3). Many times God
gives us what we need even
without our asking (Mt.5:45).
God's truth here has many
sides, and it would not be right
to take one sided views by ne-
glecting the other sides.

Leaders And Servants
In the kingdom of God, the

greatest ones are those who
serve all (Lk.22:24-27)! Jesus
said that in the world leaders
would lord it over the others,
but in His kingdom they would
serve the others
(Matt.20:25,26). For leaders to
serve seems to be a contradic-
tion in idea as well as practice.
When we look around we see
many Christian leaders who do

not seem to have understood
this and who go on lording it
over the others in their pursuit
of the top position.

Equal But Different
When it comes to husbands

and wives, there is equality in
God's eyes (Gal.3:28), yet there
are differences in roles, and
wives are to submit to their
husbands who are their heads
(Eph.5:22,23)! Some men find
it difficult to accept the fact of
equality and consider women
as if they were an inferior cre-
ation. Some women fight for
equality and find it difficult to
think of submitting to their
husbands. Yet both are truths
from God's word. Actually if
husbands love their wives as
Christ loves the church it
makes it easier for their wives
to submit to them, and if the
wives submit, it makes it
easier for the husbands to love
them!

Conclusion
There would be many other

similar examples we can take
from the Bible. But what this
shows us is that we should re-
sist the temptation to make too
much of a truth which we like
without looking to see if there
are other truths we need in or-
der to get a balanced view.

Jacob Ninan enjoys writing,
speaking and counselling.
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JUSTIFICATIoN AND 
SANCTIFICATIoN

Sandeep Poonen

Question:
Can you explain the words 

justification and sanctification?
Answer:
This is a very important 

question. I think that many 
sincere  Christians  have 
trouble in  their Christian life 
because they don’t recognise 
the importance of the truths of 
justification and sanctification. 
Jesus tells us to abide in His 
word, and then we 
will know the truth 
and the truth will 
set us free (Jn.8:31-
32). As we choose 
to live (abide) in 
the truths such as 
justification and 
sanctification, we 
can know the truth and be set 
free.

Let me address the truth about 
justification first.

God’s Righeousness
In order to understand justi-

fication, we have to recognise 
how sinful we are. If we think 
that we have been generally 

YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED

good people who did/do a few 
wrong things here and there, 
then we will have a low view of 
justification. But if we recognise 
how deeply sin affects our rela-
tionship with God, then we can 
properly grasp justification.

Sin is the only thing that 
separates us from God. Sickness, 
poverty, adversity, persecution, 
even death, do not separate a 
person from God. The only thing 

that separates a 
person from God 
is sin. Whenever 
God looks at a 
person and sees 
sin, He is forced to 
turn away. God 
and sin cannot co-
exist.

Under the old agreement 
that God made with man 
(through Moses and the Law), 
God covered sin by the blood 
of animals that were offered 
as sacrifice. God commanded 
this so that He could look with 
favour on the Israelites. But that 
was only a temporary solution 
until Jesus came. Jesus’ sacrifice 

Jesus’ sacrifice was to be an 
eternal one, and one that 

could reach all people. But 
His sacrifice was also more 
than just a covering for our 
sins. His sacrifice justified 

us of our sins.
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was to be an eternal one, and 
one that could reach all people. 
But His sacrifice was also more 
than just a covering for our sins. 
His sacrifice justified us of our 
sins.

What does this word justified 
(and justification) mean? Ro-
mans 3:21-25 teaches me a few 
key things about justification. 
Let me share some things that I 
learn from this passage.

Verse 23 – The definition of sin 
is not doing something wrong, but 
falling short of the glory of God. 
Think about the perfect and 
majestic glory of God. Anything 
less than that is sin. Even now as 
Christians, we still fall short of 
the pure glory of God in many 
ways – in our thoughts, motives 
and actions. So, sin needs to be 
dealt with even now.

Verse 21 – Even though I fall 
short of God’s glory again and 
again, God offers me a way to 
keep coming into His presence. 
He offers me (“for all those who 
believe”) a way to not fall short 
of the glory of God, and have 
the very righteousness of God. 
Now when we say that someone 
is righteous, it is more than 
not doing bad things. It also 
means doing the right things. 
It includes the positive part of 
doing good works. This is what 
God offers us.

Verses 21-22 – This 
righteousness that God offers 
me has nothing to do with the 
whole lot of good things I do 
(obeying the Law). Rather, it is 
only through faith in Christ that 
I can be righteous before God. 
Relying fully on Jesus is all I 
need to have the righteousness 
of God.

Verse 24 – Even though we 
keep falling short of the glory 
of God, God offers us the gift 
of being fully righteous when we 
are in Jesus Christ. This is also 
stated in 2 Corinthians 5:21, “He 
made Him who knew no sin to 
be sin on our behalf, so that we 
might become the righteousness 
of God in Him.”

I’ve heard it said that when 
God justifies us in Christ, 
He looks at us “just as if I’ve 
never sinned.” I agree with this 
statement, but I must recognise 
real impact of what this means 
by recognising that sin is falling 
short of the glory of God. So, if 
I define sin properly, I will see 
the beauty of justification to be 
“just as if I never fell short of 
the glory of God.” Or as I’ve 
also heard it said, “Just as if I’ve 
always obeyed.”

when I stand before God in Jesus 
Christ, God looks at me just as if 
I’ve always obeyed.
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In Christ
Think deeply about that! Don’t 

you think it almost sounds 
sacrilegious? I would, except 
that it is clearly written in the 
Bible. If God didn’t clearly tell 
me that He was justifying me 
and thereby allowing me to 
“become the righteousness of 
God in Christ,” I would never 
believe it. But since He has 
said it, I gratefully and joyfully 
accept it.

I think most Christians have 
trouble accepting this truth. I was 
like that for many years, and I 
still find that there 
are times where I 
have to wage war 
against thoughts 
that tell me that I 
don’t deserve to 
be in God’s pres-
ence. But as I’ve 
sought to find my security and 
confidence in what God tells me 
about myself, I have found that 
this battle has slowly become 
easier.

Here’s something that we must 
understand about this doctrine. 
We can genuinely struggle with 
the truth about justification 
because we know just how filthy 
we still are. I know the sins of 
motive and attitude that I still 
fall in. So, I feel it is deceitful 
and hypocritical of me to walk 
around as if I didn’t fall short 

of the glory of God. How could 
God possibly look at me as if 
I’ve always obeyed amidst all 
my filth?

Here’s the key to this truth for 
me: it is only when I am in Jesus 
and by Jesus that I am justified. It 
is only when I choose to stand in 
Jesus before God that God sees 
me as having always obeyed. 
Because then God does not see 
me; He sees Jesus.

The moment I think I can go 
into God’s presence on my 
present track record (I stayed 
away from watching bad things 

on the Internet, I 
didn’t laugh at my 
friends’ dirty jokes, 
etc.), then I make 
this about my own 
righteousness, and 
I’m no different 
from folks in other 

religions who think that they 
will be accepted by God because 
their good works outweigh their 
bad.

Because I am a Christian, I 
am different in that I always 
hold fast to the reality that it 
is only in Christ and by Christ 
that I get admission into God’s 
presence. Even if I were to live a 
completely holy life for the next 
50 years, I will still only get into 
God’s presence in Christ.

Here’s a key point that I want 
to drive home: this ‘in Christ’ is 

It is only when I choose to 
stand in Jesus before God 

that God sees me as having 
always obeyed. Because 

then God does not see me; 
He sees Jesus.
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so important because it helps 
me adore Jesus Christ afresh. 
The majesty of the truth about 
justification should force me 
to bow down quicker and 
worship Jesus. When I find that 
I am feeling guilty about my 
sins, I must not run away from 
the truth about justification. 
Rather, I must choose to go, 
with great confidence in the 
truth of justification, into God’s 
presence (Heb.4:15-16). And as I 
go in and out of God’s presence, 
let me realise in a fresh way the 
great debt I owe Jesus.

Then, when I feel I am losing 
my sincere love for Jesus, I 
must return to the message of 
justification. As I ponder and 
meditate on the true meaning of 
justification, I can marvel afresh 
at the good news of the Gospel. 
And I worship Jesus with fresh 
adoration.

Something To Think About
I hope that God will build 

up a generation of Christians 
who will hold on to the truth 
of justification – so that they 
will always know that they 
are always welcome in God’s 
presence when they come in the 
name and righteousness of Jesus 
Christ. And the proof that they 
know this truth is that they will 
adore and worship Jesus more 
and more because of this.

I will write next about 
sanctification. But to give you 
something to think about until 
then, let me offer my closing 
thoughts on justification.

Many people feel that we 
shouldn’t focus so much on 
sin, but rather on God’s full 
acceptance and His love. I agree 
that God’s full acceptance and 
our justification in Christ are the 
foundation of everything in the 
Christian life. But my attitude 
towards sin (not fully obeying 
God’s commands and thereby 
falling short of God’s glory) is 
the proof of my true knowledge 
of God’s love. When I treat 
sin lightly, I prove that I don’t 
understand the immensity of 
justification.

Shall I continue in sin just 
because I can always repent 
and enter God’s presence with 
Christ’s righteousness? May it 
never be! 

If I take sin lightly, it proves 
that I have not understood the 
message of justification. May 
God give us eyes to see this 
reality.

Your fellow pilgrim in Jesus 
Christ,

Sandeep
Sandeep Poonen  

is a software engineer who 
has an active ministry 

speaking to young people  
and college students.
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AD 2015 - relationships 
now shaped by apps 
and websites more 

than any other factor. “Dating 
has new tools,” says a cover 
page article in Times Life, July 26, 
2015. It’s now digitally possible 
with ‘love/sex/break-up apps, 
Insta-love, Whatsapp flirting, 
marathon text/sext sessions, 
social media stalking…’. The 
article goes on to say that 48% 
of break-ups take place over 
email and another 5% over text 
messages. If you date online, 
you can expect to break-up 
online. So, whether it is serious 
match-making, seeking only a 
hook-up for instant gratification 
or looking for love outside 
marriage, there is an app or 
website for it.

Secrets On The Internet
What if you want to secretly 

register on a website? You know 
full well that, if your enlisting 
on this website is known, it 
will affect your reputation! 

SECRETS SAFEly HIDDEN?
Cyril Georgeson

God expects us to keep from all forms of adultery.

Word and The World

Would you still do it if there is 
a guarantee that your identity 
will never be revealed? There 
are websites that offer complete 
privacy and security to user 
information. Here is an extract 
from one of those websites: ‘built 
to offer all members maximum 
discretion and privacy’. This 
website has more than 37 million 
members who would surely not 
like their profile information to 
be made public. They offer to 
delete user data completely from 
their records for a fee (approx. 
Rs. 1200). This website is none 
other than Ashley Madison, 
which has been much in the 
news recently. Ashley Madison 
is a dating website for married 
persons with the tag line ‘Life 
is short. Have an affair’. Simply 
put – a website that facilitates 
adultery.

They were very recently 
hacked by ‘The Impact Team’ 
who threatened to release user 
data of the more that 37 million 
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users registered on the site grad-
ually. Well, even if you are one 
of those 37 million registered 
users, you would have taken 
comfort in the fact that the prob-
ability of your name being on 
the first list is one in 37 million. 
But a man in Massachusetts, US, 
found his name among those re-
leased in the first list. Statistical 
probability did not work in his 
favour (as well as for another 
from Ontario, Canada).

The hackers’ demand is “to take 
Ashley Madison and Established 
Men (another affiliated website) 
offline permanently in all 
forms,” or they would “release 
all customer records, including 
profiles with all the customers’ 
secret … fantasies and matching 
credit card transactions, real 
names and addresses…” They 
continue, “Too bad for those 
men, they’re cheating dirt-bags 
and deserve no such discretion. 
Too bad … you promised secrecy 
but didn’t deliver. We’ve got the 
complete set of profiles in our DB 
(data) dumps, and we’ll release 
them soon if Ashley Madison 
stays online. And with over 37 
million members, mostly from 
the US and Canada, a significant 
percentage of the population 
is about to have a very bad 
day, including many rich and 
powerful people.”

Isn’t this really about the 
western world? Interestingly, 

there are 2.7 lakh Indians 
registered on the website. This, 
despite the company having 
only a low-key India launch 
in January 2014 and almost no 
marketing push from their end. 
Sensing success in India, they 
were even planning a Hindi 
website.

Secrets Of The Heart
It was often assumed that 

adultery was very rarely pre-
meditated, but often happened 
in a moment of weakness. Then 
also, another reason was the 
‘cannot-help-it closeness’ be-
tween individuals at their work-
places. No doubt these factors 
still hold good. But the success 
of websites like these seems to 
indicate that these are not the 
only reasons. There are obvious-
ly a good number of individuals 
who are actively seeking intimate 
relationships outside marriage. 
The excuses may be many, but 
none of them is justifiable before 
God. When God had to portray 
to Israel their disregard for Him 
with their idolatry, etc., He used 
the analogy of adultery. Then 
again, the only reason divorce is 
permitted is adultery. Adultery 
is a big deal in the eyes of God. 
We cannot enforce the closure 
of such websites, but God ex-
pects us to keep from all forms 
of adultery. Jesus warns that 
when we look at a person with 
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lust, we are guilty of adultery. 
And Paul reminds Timothy that 
the disciple of Christ should flee 
from sexual immorality.

The Ashley Madison site was 
breeched less than two months 
after another similar website 
AdultFriendFinder was done in. 
For those who believe that there 
is anonymity available on the 
internet to indulge 
their base nature, 
they should 
think again. Peter  
Caruso, an expert 
on online privacy, 
told the Enterprise 
magazine, “For any consumer 
to believe that their information 
is 100 percent protected and not 
subject to a data breach is crazy. 
There is a reasonable expectation 
of privacy, but if you think your 
information is completely safe, 
you’re living in a false world.” 
Rather than feed our fleshly 

desire, the Bible recommends 
that we feed the Spirit and reap 
eternal life. And finally, it is 
good to keep in mind that, no 
matter how successful we are 
in keeping our secret sins from 
public eyes, “nothing in all 
creation is hidden from God’s 
sight. Everything is uncovered 
and laid bare before the eyes of 

Him to whom we 
must give account” 
(Heb.4:13). So, 
even if we have 
c o m p l e t e l y 
covered our tracks 
and it is impossible 

for anyone at all to discover 
our secret sins, the probability 
of God discovering it is a full 
100%.

For those who believe 
that there is anonymity 

available on the internet to 
indulge their base nature, 
they should think again.

Cyril Georgeson  
is a commentator  

on social, cultural and  
apologetic trends,  
based in Mumbai.

BELIEVERSWEDDING.COM

A matrimonial website developed exclusively for the Indian Christian community

For all those who are seeking “LIFE PARTNER” (BRIDE/GROOM) (Indians & NRI’s)  
an endeavour of the New Life Fellowship Church

Office:  
No: 84/3, 3rd Floor, UCF Centre, Hennur Main Road, Lingarajapuram, Bangalore 560084 

Phone: 080-65312900/65832788/25482036/7760655061   (Mon-Fri) (10:00 am to 5:00 pm) 
Email: info@believerswedding.com / reachnewlifevoice@gmail.com 

Log on to web site: www.believerswedding.com
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

boREDoM IN THE CHURCH
Oby Cherian 

“Your speech should always be pleasant and interesting” 
 (Col.4:6 GNT).

In our hospital chapel 
there is only one clock 
and it is facing the pulpit. 

The congregation cannot see it 
unless they crane their necks 
backwards. The idea is that the 
audience should not notice the 
time passing, but the preacher 
should. Now there is a valuable 
lesson there for those of us who 
preach. This is the question of 
keeping the attention of people 
whom we address.

I was thinking that the title 
of this piece would sound 
blasphemous at the worst and 
at least mildly disrespectful at 
the best. Whoever admits such 
a thing will immediately be 
labelled as impious or carnal. 
That is why hardly anybody 
talks about it. But if we are true 
to ourselves and wish to see the 
situation as it is, we must admit 
that there is a lot of it around.

True that half the problem may 
be with our listeners. People 
whose treasure is elsewhere 
would find it difficult to stay 
their mind on spiritual matters. 
The other half of the blame 

should, I feel, rest with us who 
speak and arrange services. I 
can think of three factors that we 
should take into consideration 
when we deliver our message.

We must know our audience. I 
remember as a child the agony of 
having to sit through three-hour 
long services in a language I 
hardly understood. It must have 
been before the days of Sunday 
school. In our churches there are 
two groups of people that we 
have to cater to differently and 
separately. They are the children 
and the youth. To have them 
sit through regular services or 
meetings as everybody else is 
an invitation for them to ‘turn 
off’. Or they may even develop 
a subconscious aversion to these 
things that will take them away 
from it all when they get their 
freedom. Yes, it’s a lot more 
work; it’s like cooking a different 
menu for each group. But we are 
asked to feed the sheep, and how 
do we do it? Not by carelessly 
throwing at them anything we 
get, but lovingly serving the best 
fare. If we prayerfully ask our 
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Laban Presbyterian Church 
Laban Shillong 793004

Vacancy for a full time Missionary
Laban Presbyterian Church is located in the Laban area of Shillong 
city which is a cosmopolitan centre. To cater to the gospel needs of the 
Non-Khasi brethren, the Church is looking for a full time Missionary 
to work within the territorial jurisdiction of the Church comprising the 
greater Laban area.

The ideal candidate would be:

Ø A Born Again Christian

Ø A Graduate from a recognized university (Graduates in Mission 
or Theological Studies may also apply)

Ø In the age group of 23 to 40 years 

Ø	 An	ability	to	speak	and	read	Hindi	with	fluency	in	English

[Relaxation in respect of age is at the discretion of the Missions 
Committee] 

The support as per existing rates is Rs.11200/- p.m for married and 
Rs.9200/- p.m for unmarried candidates plus simple accommodation 
and	other	fringe	benefits	with	ample	scope	for	growth.

Interested candidates who can sense God’s call to this challenging task 
may send their Bio-Data along with complete contact details directly to 
the Secretary, Missions Committee, Laban Presbyterian Church, Laban 
Shillong	793004,	Meghalaya	or	 by	Email	 at	diogracious2015@gmail.
com or ltpyngrope@gmail.com. Last date of receipt of applications is 
31.10.2015. Only shortlisted candidates shall be called for an interac-
tion with Missions Committee members. No TA/DA will be paid to the 
candidates called for the interaction in Shillong.

Sd/- 
[Secretary] 

Missions Committee 
Laban Presbyterian Church 

Laban Shillong 793004, Meghalaya 
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members, they will help; but we 
have to do the praying and the 
asking. The rewards are worth it. 
The easier option is to do it as it 
has always been done. I wonder 
if this is one of the reasons our 
traditional churches are losing 
the zest, the numbers, and the 
young people that 
they once had.

The second is 
the content. It is 
not enough we 
retell the events 
of a passage in 
slightly different 
words with force 
of hand and mouth, aided by 
modern devices that multiply 
sight and sound. Does it carry 
a message, teach the word or 
give new insights? Does it relate 
to the life we live the other six 
days of the week? Do we share 
illustrations or stories from our 
own experiences or from those 
of others that we have heard of, 
or read in a book? In this regard 
the younger generation will 
need audio visual aids, different 
formats and music. Like Jesus 

said about new wine in new 
bottle.

The third factor is time. There 
have been studies to show that 
the average person begins to lose 
interest in what we are saying 
after about 20 to 25 mins. What 

is heard is more 
important than 
what is said, what 
is understood more 
important than 
what is heard and 
what is practiced 
more important 
than what is 
understood.

There are other issues—how 
much time we have prayed 
about the service, and whether 
we live what we preach.

“He did not say anything to 
them without using a parable” 
(Matt.13:34).

what is heard is more 
important than what is 
said, what is understood 

more important than 
what is heard and what is 
practiced more important 
than what is understood.

Dr. Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.

The Young Women’s Christian Association of Calcutta invites applications for the post of a 
Superintendent for its Lady Students’ Hostel in Kolkata. Women graduates with fluency in 
English and retired teachers are encouraged to apply. Applications may be mailed to g_sec@
ywcacalcutta.org or posted to The General Secretary, YWCA of Calcutta, 134 S N Banerjee 
Road, Kolkata 700013 within 15th September 2015.
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR PRINCIPAL,  
PRIMARY HM AND KG HM

Eternal Light Public School, RAYAKOTTA, (75 kms from Bangalore) 
Via Hosur - affiliated to CBSE

The following positions are available:

1. Senior Principal for High and Higher Secondary CBSE School – 1000+ 
students. 
Experience - 5-10 years in High and Higher Secondary CBSE school(s). 
Qualification- Any Post Graduate discipline 
Skills - Excellent Leadership, Administration, thorough knowledge of 
CBSE Education system, People skills and Excellent Spoken English

2. Head Mistress for Primary School – 400+ students 
Experience - 2-5 years experience as Hea d mistress in CBSE school(s) 
CCE system 
Qualification - B.Ed. + Graduation  
Skills - Creativity, Innovation, Excellent Leadership, Administration, CBSE 
Education system, Excellent Spoken English, People skills 

3. Head Mistress for Nursery School – 200+ students  
Experience - 2-5 years experience as a proven Kindergarten Head 
mistress  
Qualification – Basic 
Skills - Creativity, Innovation, Excellent Leadership, Administration, 
Kindergarten Education system, People skills and Excellent Spoken 
English 
Salaries:	Commensurate	with	qualifications,	experience	and	skills 
Accommodation, food and transport will be provided for the above 
candidates	as	required.	Background	references	will	be	checked.	

Apply to:  
The Correspondent, 

Eternal Light Public School, 
ELM, Rayakotta,  

Krishnagiri District, 
Tamilnadu 635116 

Email: eternallightmgt@gmail.com
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Christians Converted
(TOI July 21, 2015 Alappu-

zha): The Vishwa Hidu Parishad 
(VHP) on 19 July converted 39 
people from 11 dalit Christian 
families to Hinduism as part of 
its controversial gharwapsi pro-
gramme in Kerala’s Alappuzha 
district. Several VHP and Arya 
Samaj leaders were in atten-
dance. Ganapathihomam and shu-
dhihomam were done for the ‘pu-
rification’ of the converts and 
they were told to recite Gayathri 
Manthraas the final step of the 
ritual.

“We are moving ahead with 
our initiative and more families 
from other religions will be re-
converted to Hinduism soon. 
We are being approached by 
many people who want to come 
back to their original faith,” 
said VHP’s Alappuzha district 
chief Prathap G. Padickal, the 
event organiser. The district has 
been the nerve centre of such 
activities with the first gharwapsi 
in Kerala held near Haripad on 
December 21 last year. After a 
spate of conversion programmes 
by VHP in various places in 

the State, the UDF government 
created a Rs.5 crore corpus to set 
up a commission to find ways to 
integrate ‘converted’ Christians 
into the social mainstream.

No  Compensation for 
Odisha Churches 

(Internet): The Supreme 
Court of India has ruled that 
churches damaged during riots 
in Kandhamal district of Odisha 
in December 2007 will not be 
given any compensation as they 
get foreign funds.

Senior  counsel Colin 
Gonzalves had appealed to the 
court that not only victims, but 
the many churches damaged 
during the riots were not 
awarded compensation.

Justice K.L. Dattu, who 
headed a three-judge bench, 
told the counsel, “You know, 
Mr.Gonsalves, most of the 
churches get funds from foreign 
governments. So it is not proper 
for you to ask for chairs in the 
church or for church bells.” 
Mr. Gonsalves had argued that 
Odisha should compensate since 
the churches were damaged by 
rioters.

However, the bench said, “For 
those cases, we will ask you to 
go to civil courts. In cases of 
death, we will take care of the 
compensation.”
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The three-judge bench also 
dismissed the counsel’s appeal 
that the families of those who 
died of diarrhoea, cholera and 
snakebites in relief camps should 
be given compensation.

“Please don’t make such 
pleas. You can’t ask anything. 
You can ask for the moon, 
not the sun. You have to be 
reasonable... Odisha is also not 
that prosperous,” Justice Dattu 
said before adjourning the 
matter till July 23.

Education Policy
(TOI July 25, 2015, New Delhi): 

Concerned at the government’s 
attempts to saffronise the edu-
cation system and disregard the 
views of Christian community-
run educational institutions 
while forming its new education 
policy, Christian MPs belong-
ing to eight parties met in New 
Delhi on 23 July, with Cardinal 
Baselios Cleemis presiding over 
it. It was decided at the meet-
ing that the MPs jointly, and 
representatives of all Christian 
institutions – schools, colleges, 
medical colleges, engineering 
colleges and technical education 
colleges – would write to HRD 
minister Smriti Irani to say that 
they should be consulted for the 
new policy that the government 
was planning. There are over 
35,000 Christian-run institutions 
in the country. 

Apart from the participating 
MPs, West Bengal chief minister 
Mamata Banerjee and Tamil 
Nadu chief minister J. Jayalalitha 
also lent their support to the 
group. This is the second 
meeting of Christian MPs and 
community leaders after March 
this year, when they had voiced 
their concern about attacks on 
churches at various places in the 
country including in Delhi. It 
was then decided that the MPs 
would meet during sessions, to 
take up specific issues, as they 
felt that the minority community 
was being targeted in many 
places and their voices were 
being ignored.

At the meeting it was discussed 
that the secular fabric of India 
has been an integral part of the 
education system and now that 
it is under stress, “We (Christian 
MPs) want that the new policy 
should not tamper with it,” 
according to sources present at 
the meeting. The RSS’ suggestion 
that definition of minority 
institutions be changed to refer 
to those with 51% minority 
students or its affiliate VHP 
saying India would be a Hindu 
nation by 2020, were also issues 
that came up for discussion.

Foreign-funded NGOs
(TOI July 27, 2015, New Delhi): 

Foreign-funded non-govern-
mental organisations (NGOs) 
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will soon have to conduct all 
their transactions and dealings 
online, including filing quarter-
ly reports of the foreign contri-
butions received by them. The 
Foreign Contribution (Regula-
tion) Amendment Rules, 2015, 
finalised by the home ministry 
and likely to be notified in Au-
gust, seek to migrate from the 
current manual procedure of 
applying for FCRA registration 
and reporting foreign funding 
to a fully online system.

To ensure a smooth transition 
to an online FCRA regime, the 
home ministry will make the 
final rules public after they are 
vetted by the law ministry. This 
is expected to happen in the next 
few days. NGOs will be given a 
lead time of two to three weeks 
to align with the new system, 
before the rules are notified.

The draft FCRR uploaded on 
the home ministry website in 
June have been refined based on 
comments received from NGOs 
and others. For instance, though 
the original draft proposed a 
seven-day time-frame for re-
porting a foreign contribution, 
objections from both big and 
small NGOs led the home min-
istry to okay quarterly reporting 
of foreign contributions.

The draft rules have also 
relaxed the requirement for 
each FCRA-registered NGO to 

maintain a website. “Given that 
many small NGOs have limited 
resources or work in remote 
places, we are giving them an 
option to operate through the 
Union home ministry portal 
with a login name,” L.C.Goyal, 
home secretary, said.

Biblical Text Discovered
(TOI July 27, 2015): Scientists 

have for the first time been able 
to decipher Biblical verses from 
a badly burned scroll that is 
at least 1500 years old, thanks 
to a high resolution scanning 
and ‘virtual unwrapping tool’. 
It turned out that part of this 
scroll is from the beginning of 
the Book of Leviticus, written 
in Hebrew, and dated by C14 
analysis (a form of radiometric 
dating for ancient objects) to the 
late sixth century.

Israeli Police Enter Mosque
(TOI July 27, 2015, Jerusalem): 

Israeli police entered Jerusalem’s 
al-Aqsa mosque, one of Islam’s 
holiest sites, as clashes erupted 
on 26 July over Jews’ access to 
the compound on an annual day 
of Jewish mourning. Palestinians 
threw stones and fireworks 
while police fired stun grenades 
after security forces entered 
the al-Aqsa compound before 
briefly going inside the mosque 
itself. Police said they went a 
few metres into the mosque 
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to shut the doors in a bid to 
restore calm and lock in rioters 
who were inside. About 300 
security personnel had entered 
the compound when the clashes 
began with a couple of hundred 
Palestinians.

The Palestinian foreign 
ministry condemned Israeli 
authorities for allowing what 
they described as ‘provocative’ 
visits by hardline Jews. It was 
the first time Israeli security 
forces had entered the mosque 
since November, when clashes 
with worshippers also erupted. 
There were multiple casualties 
and arrests surrounding the 

clashes, which came as Jews 
sought to access the mosque 
compound on TishaB’av, a day 
commemorating the destruction 
in ancient times of the first and 
second temples.

Jewish visitors are allowed, 
but Jewish prayer at the site 
is prohibited. Tensions were 
already high after a Jewish 
woman publicly made insulting 
comments about the Prophet 
Muhammad last week. 

The hilltop compound in 
Jerusalem’s Old City is the 
most sacred site in Judaism and 
Islam’s third holiest, after Mecca 
and Medina.

CHILDREN BIBLE MINISTRIES
PRESENTS

TEACHER DEVELOPMENT COURSE, a 5 day residential course 
conducted	 by	 the	 International	 Team	 of	 CBM	 in	 DELHI	 from	 9th to 13th 
November 2015.

Valuable teachings will be given on 7 Biblical foundations for children’s 
ministry and demonstrations given on how God wants to change children’s 
lives. There will also be practical workshops, full lecture notes will also be 
provided. 

Course to be conducted in English and Hindi. 
Venue:- All India Prayer Fellowship 
Khasara: 175, Mission Hospital Road 
Shahurpur. Fatehpurberi Post, New Delhi-110074. 
Chattarpur Metro Station is the nearest.

Registration fees:- Rs 1800/- (includes food, accomodation and course 
materials)

Limited seats only 
For details contact:- 

Mrs	Evangeline	Odyuo:-	Mobile-	09999517113 
Email:-	Evangeline.odyuo@gmail.com		
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