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AND DOES NOT KEEP HIS  

COMMANDMENTS, IS A LIAR, 

‘I HAVE COME TO KNOW HIM,’

“ The one who says,

AND THE TRUTH IS NOT IN HIM”

(1 John 2:4).
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YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 
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Spiritual Contents

i thank you all for the spiritual 
contents of the magazine. in 
particular, i appreciate the 
poem ‘People@church’ by felix 
fernandes. it is really a portrayal 
of the present day church-goers.

Another article i appreciated 
in your August 2019 issue is 
the character study of Jacob by 
Vijay thangiah. he closed the 
article with the words, “... and he 
became a changed man.” What a 
change, what a transformation 
from a supplanter and a covetous 
man to a prince with god – not 
overjoyed in knowing that his 
son is governor in egypt. “it is 
enough, Joseph my son is yet 
alive. i will go and see him before 
i die” (gen45:28). but his priority 
was to worship god at ‘beer-She-
ba’ and to seek god’s face and 
guidance. it seems he was afraid 
of going to egypt. the Lord had 
to assure him of his presence in 
egypt (46:3-4). he proved that 
he was bigger than Pharaoh, by 
blessing him. his confession to 
Pharaoh that he was a pilgrim 
like his predecessors – isaac 
and Abraham (heb.11:9,10). his 
prophecy concerning the last 
days of his twelve sons, some are 
yet to be fulfilled. For example, 
gen.49:10, where he speaks of 
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‘Siloh’ – the Messiah and the 
millennium gentile nations will 
be ‘gathered’ to hear the King of 
kings.

M. C. Varghese, Chennai, TN.

Good For Spiritual Growth

thank you for sending the 
magazine regularly, which is very 
good for spiritual growth.

Lily Abraham’s article is so very 
informative and good. i read it 
twice. i thank god for such people, 
who take so much trouble.

Peter Pothan’s article on 
‘forgiveness’ is also really good 
and helpful. May god bless all 
these people for his glory.

Elizabeth Arthur, Vellore, TN.

Wanted for Umri Christian Hospital, Umri, Maharashtra
Umri Christian Hospital was established in 1951 by missionaries from Free Methodist Church, USA to 
be a place where people could receive compassionate and quality medical attention.  Building upon 
our 68-year foundation, we continue, in the spirit of Christian service to provide the best medical 
services to all who walk through our doors, providing acute medical care, OG, General Medicine, 
General Surgery, Orthopaedic and Ophthalmic services. We serve the poor and marginalised community 
in the Yavatmal dstrict of Maharashtra.   We currently need:

1) Anaesthetist.

2) Junior Medical Officer (MBBS/BAMS)

3) Ophthalmic Technician

4) Pharmacist

5) Echo Technician

6) MRD Technician

•	 Competitive	Salary	Based	on	Experience
•	 Free	Accommodation	
•	 Mess	Facility	(subsidised)

Interested candidates can contact;

Dr. Samuel Jeevagan Dr. Elizabeth David Mr. Biju Mathew,
Mob:7798996011 Mob. 9158067221 Mob: 9889373878

   E-Mail: umrichristianhospital@gmail.com
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you think are potential subscribers.Send their names and addresses to:

Light of Life 
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Email: lightoflife2777@gmail.com; lightoflife1@rediffmail.com
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Editorial

SHALL WE BE CONSISTENT? 

i was once speaking to a 
group of christians on the 
practical application of 

some doctrines. When it was over, 
one young man took me aside 
and scolded me for implying that 
what i believed was the right 
interpretation. he said i should 
have described different views 
people had and left it there. is it 
wrong for us to have convictions, 
and if we are convinced about 
certain things, should we refrain 
from sharing what we believe? 
Shouldn’t we be consistent with 
what we preach and what we 
believe? of course, if someone 
was teaching in a seminary, there 
would be place for presenting 
different points of view; but even 
in such a setting, shouldn’t there 
be a need to finally point out what 
the teacher believes?

Some people seem to be 
quite comfortable to hold 
contrary opinions in separate 
compartments in their mind 
without believing or accepting 

any of them as the truth! how do 
agnostics, who think they belong 
to this category with respect to 
belief in god, manage when they 
concede there may be a god, 
but refuse to conclude this way 
or that? the way they actually 
live their practical life will 
indicate what they really believe, 
irrespective of what they claim to 
hold as a philosophical view.

We christians can also be very 
inconsistent with ourselves with 
regard to what we profess or 
consider as truths in our mind, if 
how we live is different. It is one 
thing to profess certain values 
and struggle to live up to them, 
giving others an impression that 
they are inconsistent. but there 
is really no inconsistency here 
because what they believe is what 
they are seeking to practise even 
though they fail here and there. it 
is quite another thing to proclaim 
one belief and then live entirely 
as if it did not matter! Many may 
be even unaware that there is 
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Editorial

it is when we act 
according to what we 

profess we believe, 
or at least go in that 

direction, that our life 
becomes meaningful to 
ourselves and produces 

an impact on others. 

any inconsistency in their lives. 
but we must realise that such 
inconsistencies will cause much 
confusion in our life.

on the contrary, it is when we 
act according to what we profess 
we believe, or at least go in that 
direction, that our life becomes 
meaningful to ourselves and pro-
duces an impact on others. And, 
if what we believe is in line with 
god’s truth, we can bear much 
fruit for him. An outstanding 
example of living according to 
one’s faith was Saul the rabbi who 
acted out his belief by 
persecuting the chris-
tians and then began to 
preach the gospel im-
mediately after becom-
ing a disciple of Jesus.

How different it is 
if we hold many doc-
trines in our mind 
and even preach them 
without actually believing them 
in our heart – as seen from our 
practical life! is it possible that 
we fall in this category, but we do 
not see the inconsistency here? 
When it comes to discussions, we 
can hold on to our doctrines quot-
ing chapter and verse, but we may 
not be aware that our lives show 
that we actually believe the oppo-
site of what we say we believe.

consider what we believe 
about creation versus evolution. 
there are many who believe that 

everything evolved over billions 
of years by chance without god. 
if we agree that the universe 
originated from a big bang and 
we are just ‘organic machines’ 
or animals that have evolved 
from monkeys, then it is logically 
inconsistent for us to believe in 
any morals, accountability to god 
or a life to come. but if we hold 
to moral values which we agree 
god has given us in his word, but 
still ‘believe’ in evolution that is 
inconsistent. god has obviously 
not chosen to reveal to us details 

of how he created 
everything and our 
questions on such 
things cannot possibly 
be answered except 
in our life to come, 
but it is clear that he 
wants us to know that 
it was he who created 
everything including 

us. if we don’t believe god created 
us, how sin came into the world 
and the plan of salvation he made 
for us, we cannot be consistent 
with the rest of the bible too.

if we believe that Jesus is the 
only way to god and that what 
others who worship other gods 
are actually worshipping demons 
(1cor.10:20), how can we greet 
others and even join with them 
when they celebrate their 
religious festivals? of course, in a 
multi-religious and multi-cultural 
society we need to tolerate the 
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fact that others have a right to 
choose whichever form of faith 
they may wish to follow, but it 
doesn’t follow that we should join 
with them!

When christians proclaim 
that the bible is the inspired 
word of god and not what men 
have thought up, will it not be 
inconsistent if we then pick and 
choose what we like from the 
bible and disregard the rest? 
When it comes to our doctrines, 
they must be based on 
what the bible teaches 
as a whole, in line with 
the thread of god’s 
plan for man as it runs 
through the bible and 
with different verses 
interpreted according 
to their context. What 
happens if we form doctrines by 
taking verses from here and there 
and ignoring other verses that say 
something else?

Much has been written over 
the years about prayer. but if 
anyone claims that god will 
give whatever we ask for, it is 
not consistent with the whole 
bible and certainly it is totally 
inconsistent with experience! 
When some verses seem to 
indicate the possibility of 100% 
answers to prayer according 
to what we ask for, shouldn’t 
we also take into consideration 
other verses that place caveats 

on such assumptions? but what 
if we proclaim as a doctrine 
that god will give all that we 
ask for and don’t even question 
our own or others’ experiences 
to the contrary, where is our 
consistency?

With the goal of exalting god, 
if we attribute unreasonable and 
inconsistent characteristics to 
him, we get a caricature of god 
which will dishonour him and in 
turn spoil our practical life. for 

example, if we claim 
that god is love and 
practically negate all 
aspects of his holiness 
and justice, the god 
we present is false! 
if we say that god 
sovereignly chooses 
whom he will save 

or damn, what happens to his 
desire to save all people and the 
unfairness he will be showing to 
those he doesn’t choose to save?

if we don’t recognise both what 
god will do for us and what we 
need to do in response to him, we 
end up with an unbalanced life – 
always troubled about whether 
we have done enough to find His 
acceptance, paying scant attention 
to denying our sinful desires 
which then results in a tolerance 
of sin in our practical life, finding 
acceptable euphemisms for our 
sins or getting upset with god for 
not doing his part.

if we are able to hold 
certain views in our 

mind and at the same 
time live our practical 

life in a way that is 
contrary to our belief, 
what does it tell us?
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if we are able to hold certain 
views in our mind and at the same 
time live our practical life in a way 
that is contrary to our belief, what 
does it tell us? that we don’t really 
believe what we profess to believe! 
that kind of faith will not save us. 
genuine faith will produce works 
consistent with what we believe. 
the particular burden that James 
tried to express in 2:14-26 is this: 
if you say you have faith and what 
you do doesn’t show a consistency 
with what you believe, that kind 
of faith is useless; it is when you 
act according to what you believe 
that you can claim that you have a 
living faith.

We can even become experts 
at pointing out the inconsistency 
and hypocrisy in others and 
miss to see how we ourselves 
can be totally blind to our own 
inconsistencies. We think we are 
trying to help others to come to 
a life of consistency by picking 
out the specks in their eyes while 
we may be going around with 
a beam in our eyes that makes 

clear vision totally impossible 
(Matt.7:1-5). but we can be sure 
that there are inconsistencies in 
all of our lives and none of us is 
exempt from them. the problem 
is that it is very difficult to see 
our own failures while those of 
others stand glaringly in front of 
our eyes. We ought to be aware of 
this possibility and learn to live 
our life sitting before our Master 
and listen to what he has to say to 
us personally (Lk.10:38-42).

A sincere christian life that 
proceeds from the heart always 
strives after understanding god’s 
ways better, admitting where we 
come short and seeking him for 
help to fall in line with his ways. 
“the one who says, ‘i have come 
to know him,’ and does not keep 
his commandments, is a liar, and 
the truth is not in him” (1Jn.2:4).

LIGHT OF LIFE 53 MARCH  2016

Dr. Daniel Sathiaraj 
retired from St John’s 

PG College, Hyderabad, 
where he taught Computer 

Science. He lives in 
Hyderabad.

noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 
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if you could have a 
conversation with a puppy 
and asked, “What do you 

want to be when you grow up?” 
the pup would think you are mad. 
it would reply, “i’m going to be a 
big dog. What else would i be?” 
And you would get similar answers 
from kittens, ponies, ducklings, 
lion cubs, etc. but when you ask 
a little boy or a little girl the same 
question, they would say, “i’m 
going to be a teacher (or a pilot or 
a doctor and so on).” Do any of the 
middle/high school kids or college 
students who read Light of Life 
dream of becoming a preacher or a 
missionary? Why not?

Some would say, “because i’m 
not called.” Let me ask you some 
questions: “how do you know you 
are not called? Did Jesus tell you 
that you are not called? And, how 
do you know you are called to be 
a doctor or engineer or teacher or 
pilot…? You just made a choice, 
didn’t you without any sense of 
calling?”

the word ‘ordination’ is not 
in the bible. however, the King 
James Version of the bible uses 

WHO SAYS YOU’RE NOT 
CALLED?

No believer can say they are not called or ordained.

KURUVILLA CHANDY the word ‘ordained’ to translate 
different Greek words in the New 
testament. of course, that was an 
editorial choice by the translators 
of those passages. Still, we could 
gain some insight into what 
ordination ought to signify.

Ordained To Be With Jesus

our Lord ordained twelve men 
(Mk. 3:14). he did not perform 
a ritual at the time. he wanted 
these men to “be with him.” the 
men Jesus chose were not of the 
proper background. they were 
mostly illiterate and uncouth. 
they were not religious. if that 
is what ordination is about, don’t 
you want to “be with Jesus”? if 
you love Jesus, if you are grateful 
that you have been bought with 
the precious blood of our Lord, 
you would realise that “you are 
not your own” (1cor.6:19,20). You 
have to be with Jesus, who loves 
you and gave himself for you.

the Lord ordained the twelve 
to be with him so that he could 
then send them out to preach 
(Mk.3:14). Now that word 
‘preach’ will make some reading 
this immediately enter the excuse 
that they can’t preach. 
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A long, long time ago, when god 
called a man named Moses to go 
as his messenger to the court of 
the egyptian Pharaoh, he made 
the excuse that he was not good 
at speaking. god didn’t let him 
off. He just asked Moses, “Who 
gave man his mouth? Who makes 
him deaf or mute? Who gives him 
sight or makes him blind? is it not 
i, the Lord?” (exo.4:11). there’s 
your answer to your excuse about 
not being able to preach.

centuries later, Paul went to min-
ister among christians at corinth, 
and they looked down on him for 
not being eloquent: “his letters are 
weighty and strong, but 
his personal presence 
is unimpressive and his 
speech contemptible” 
(2cor.10:10). Paul’s response to 
that was, “When i came to you, i 
did not come with eloquence or 
human wisdom, as i proclaimed 
to you the testimony about god. 
for i resolved to know nothing 
while i was with you, except Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified. I came to 
you in weakness with great fear 
and trembling. My message and 
my preaching were not with wise 
and persuasive words, but with 
a demonstration of the Spirit’s 
power, so that your faith might 
not rest on human wisdom, but on 
god’s power” (1cor.2:1-5). this 
ineloquent and unimpressive man 
wrote more than half of the books 
of the New testament.

Anyway, let’s consider what 
preaching is. the greek word 
that english translates as ‘preach’ 
means no more than ‘proclaim’ or 
‘announce’. All god is asking you 
to do is be his loudspeaker and 
make the announcement, “Jesus 
is Lord.”

Ordained To Bear Fruit

On the eve of His crucifixion, 
Jesus told his disciples, “Ye have 
not chosen me, but i have chosen 
you, and ordained you, that ye 
should go and bring forth fruit, 
and that your fruit should remain: 
that whatsoever ye shall ask of 

the father in my name, 
he may give it you” 
(Jn.15:16). this is what 
all christians must do. 
it follows from ‘being 

with Jesus’. he is the true Vine 
and we have to abide in him like 
branches of a vine. As long as we 
abide in him, we will produce 
fruit. A branch doesn’t have to 
make a decision to bear fruit. As 
long as it remains connected to 
the trunk of the tree and the life-
sap flows into the branch, it will 
be able to bear fruit (vv.1-6).

in this context, Jesus talked 
twice about the power of his 
words. his followers are made 
clean by his word (v.3) and if they 
cherish his word in their lives, 
they will be able to pray with faith 
(v.7). Jesus once told a parable 
about different types of soil and 

As long as we abide in 
Him, we will produce 

fruit.
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their productivity (Matt.13:3-
9,18-23). Whether or not we bear 
fruit in our lives depends on what 
we do with the word of our Lord. 

Jesus said that some people 
are like the paths at the side of 
a ploughed field. They are hard-
ened by all the traffic in their lives. 
they are on the fringes and they 
remain outsiders. People may 
attend church, but they remain 
disconnected. except that even 
in church they are connected to 
the traffic of the world. They have 
their smartphones on vibrator 
(some have it on ringtone), and 
when the phone vibrates they 
immediately ‘have to’ check and 
sometimes respond to new mes-
sages right there and then. the 
seed of the word doesn’t get in.

Some others are like rocky 
ground with a bit of topsoil. they 
are superficial. They are quick to 
respond—quickie converts. they 
continue to keep up appearances. 
it is all on the surface. there’s no 
depth. When trouble comes, they 
quit as easily and quickly as they 
converted.

then some people have their 
lives cluttered with everything. 
either they have collected all the 
riches they can, or harbour all 
their grievances, or dwell on all 
their troubles. they are like thorns 
and thorny weeds have a way of 
choking the life of seedlings. the 
weeds take over. they overrun 

the garden and prevent proper 
blossoming.

those who are fruitful are “the 
seed in the good soil, these are the 
ones who have heard the word in 
an honest and good heart, and 
hold it fast, and bear fruit with 
perseverance” (Lk.8:15 NASb).

Lots of people claim to have 
honest doubts for rejecting the 
gospel. Doubts are honest only 
when people search for answers 
till they find them. Christians 
unjustly refer to thomas as 
‘doubting thomas’. he expressed 
doubts (Jn.20:24-25), but waited 
day after day for one week for 
Jesus to reappear (vv.26-28). he 
was an honest doubter. this kind 
of person can be fruitful. tradition 
has it that the man identified as 
the doubter came to india and 
planted the seed of the gospel 
and the seed bore fruit that exists 
till today.

When you listen to Jesus, how 
do you respond?

Ordained To Witness

Just before Jesus ascended to 
heaven, he told his disciples 
that they would be his witnesses 
(Acts.1:8). After his ascension, 
when the disciples gathered for 
fellowship, they felt that they had 
to restore the original strength 
of the primary nucleus that Jesus 
had ordained: “Wherefore of these 
men which have companied with 
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us all the time that the Lord Jesus 
went in and out among us … must 
one be ordained to be a witness 
with us of his resurrection” 
(vv.21-22 KJV).

The only qualification to be a 
witness is that he or she must 
have first-hand experience. if 
you have had the 
experience of receiving 
Jesus into your life as 
Saviour and Lord, then 
you have a duty to be 
a witness, just like 
witnesses have a moral 
duty to come forward 
to testify in court. You have to tell 
others—your family, friends, and 
people in other circles that you 
are a part of. You are ordained 
to be a witness. Peter wrote, 
“Always be prepared to give an 
answer to everyone who asks you 
to give the reason for the hope 
that you have” (1Pet.3:15). if you 
have experienced the grace of 
the Lord Jesus, all you have to do 
is to tell people that Jesus is the 
one who granted you all grace—
forgiveness from sins, healing 
from illness, provision of needs, 
guidance for decision-making.

Ordained To Do Good

it is entirely the grace of our 
Lord that we are saved when 
we simply put our trust in Jesus 
(eph.2:8,9). however, we are 
saved to do good. “for we are his 
workmanship, created in christ 

Jesus unto good works, which 
god hath before ordained that we 
should walk in them” (v.10).

Jesus described his followers as 
the salt of the earth (Matt.5:13), 
and the light of the world (vv.14-
16). the light is not to be hidden, 
but must shine in such a way that 

the good works we do 
will direct the attention 
of people to the glory 
of god at work in our 
lives.

this much all 
christians are ordained 
to do: to be with Jesus, 

announce that he is Lord, bear 
fruit for him, witness to his 
presence and power in their lives, 
and do good to glorify god. Who 
then can say they are not called 
or ordained?

At the same time, it needs to be 
recognised that some are indeed 
called to change their career 
choice and path. Andrew and 
Peter, James and John left being 
fishermen. Matthew left being a 
government official. They changed 
their careers because Jesus called 
them. has Jesus spoken to you? 
Definitely some need to change 
course. Are you the one?

if you have had the 
experience of receiving 
Jesus into your life as 

Saviour and Lord, then 
you have a duty to be a 

witness.

Kuruvilla Chandy  
is a freelance preacher and 

writer based in Trivandrum. 
He retired after serving 42 

years as pastor in Lucknow.
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miraculous gifts may not be 
present in a church. In such 
a situation, James said that 
anyone who is sick is to ask the 
elders of the church to anoint 
him or her and pray for healing, 
and the promise of God is that 
healing will come in answer to 
the prayer of faith (5:13-15). We 
need to have more faith about 
this promise and put it into 
practice among us.

We are indeed living in better 
days. If we were living in the 
time when Jesus was on the 
earth, we would have found 
Jesus “sent only to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel” 
(Matt.15:24). Or, like Martha and 

Mary discovered that just when 
someone was sick unto death, 
Jesus was not there (Jn.11:1-
44). We have the Holy Spirit in 
us and the Holy Spirit is more 
powerful than the spirits that 
inhabit the world (1Jn.4:4). The 
Holy Spirit will empower us 
to glorify Jesus, but we need to 
stop treating Him like a ghost. 
We have to stop ignoring Him. 
We need to let Him have His 
way with us in our lives and in 
our churches. 

Kuruvilla Chandy 
is Pastor of the Grace Bible 

Church, Lucknow.
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SO GREAT A SALVATION
Each one has to make the category change from ‘almost 

persuaded’ to ‘assuredly saved’.

how can we escape (from 
our due punishment) 
if we neglect so great 

a salvation (that our Lord has 
provided for us at such a high cost 
for him)? (heb.2:3 paraphrased).

the above quoted verse from 
the book of hebrews ought to 
be a challenge to every person 
who claims to be christian. the 
actual verse from the New King 
James Version reads: 
“how shall we escape 
if we neglect so great 
a salvation, which at 
the first began to be 
spoken by the Lord, 
and was confirmed 
to us by those who 
heard him.” in fact, the 
difference between a 
nominal christian and 
a committed christian 
depends on how he/
she responds to this question 
raised by the author of hebrews.

Man The Crown Of Creation

god created the entire universe 
by his word. he said: “Let there 
be light” and there was light. 
Similarly, he created the heavens 

K. P. LUKE VYDHIAN and the earth and everything else 
on the earth or in the sky. After 
creating everything else including 
the living creatures of every kind, 
god created man in his own 
image. he did not say, “Let there be 
a man.” but he formed the man by 
his own hands. then he breathed 
his own breath into the nostrils 
of the form he moulded and that 
form became a living being. Later, 
from one of the ribs of the man 
he created the woman as a helper 
and companion for man. Note 

how different has been 
the process of creating 
man from that of the 
rest of creation. god 
also appointed man as 
his steward over the 
rest of the creation. 
Adam and eve, the 
man and woman 
thus created by god 
endearingly, were put 
by god in the garden 

of eden specially made for them. 
they enjoyed the fellowship with 
god the creator in that garden. it 
was then that the Devil entered 
the scene in the form of a serpent 
to tempt the woman to disobey 
and violate the command of their 
creator. 

The Devil spoke 
sweetly to the woman 
and convinced her that 
by eating the forbidden 

fruit, no harm would 
come to them. in fact, 
the Devil convinced 
her that by eating 

the fruit they would 
become like God. 
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The Fall And The Curse

the Devil spoke sweetly to the 
woman and convinced her that 
by eating the forbidden fruit, no 
harm would come to them. in 
fact, the Devil convinced her that 
by eating the fruit they would 
become like god. the woman 
was attracted by the fruit that 
appeared desirable and good 
to eat. She not only ate the fruit 
herself, but also gave it to the 
man as well. both the woman and 
the man thus became the victims 
of the Devil. instead of obeying 
god’s command, they obeyed the 
Devil’s word. thus, sin entered 
the world and with that death 
also became the lot of mankind. 
When god came to the garden 
as usual, the man and woman 
were hiding from god. but no 
one can hide from god for long. 
they were soon discovered. god 
was forced to evict them from 
the garden forever and he put a 
curse on them. instead of having 
intimate relationship with god, 
as was god’s original intention, 
now Adam and eve became 
outcasts from the garden that 
god had initially provided for 
them. thereafter, not only Adam 
and eve, but all mankind had 
to bear the curse and earn their 
bread through toil and by raising 
a crop from the soil that produced 
thorns and thistles. the woman 
also was cursed that she would 
bring forth children in pain and 

her husband would rule over her. 
god also provided a ray of hope 
for the woman when he said that 
her seed would bruise the Devil’s 
head. by saying so, god was giving 
a hint of the remedy for the sins 
of mankind that he had in mind, 
which he wanted to reveal in the 
fullness of time.

God’s Plan For Redemption

Paul, in his letter to the romans 
(3:9-18), establishes beyond 
doubt that every human being 
(Jew or gentile) is a sinner and 
therefore liable to suffer the 
consequences of his/her sins. 
he quotes elaborately from the 
Scriptures to prove his point. All 
have sinned and fallen short of 
the glory of god. but god in his 
mercy and immeasurable love for 
mankind did provide a remedy. As 
the Lord himself told Nicodemus, 
“god so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten Son that 
whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have everlasting 
life.” that is the remedy devised 
by god for the redemption of 
mankind. but that remedy lays 
down a condition. only those who 
believe in the Son of god (Lord 
Jesus) can avail of it. What does 
it mean when he says ‘believing 
in Jesus’? is it that we believe 
that the Lord exists? but even the 
devils know that and even tremble 
at the thought. but the word has a 
different meaning as used in John 
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3:16. it is through believing that 
the Son of god became a Man 
and suffered a cruel death on 
the cross as propitiation for our 
sins that we get hold of that great 
salvation, so freely made available 
to mankind. it is through faith 
that we get hold of the salvation 
offered by God. Paul, in Romans 
10:9,10, clearly lays down two 
conditions required 
of us. “if you confess 
with your mouth the 
Lord Jesus and believe 
in your heart that 
god raised him from 
the dead, you will be 
saved.”

Again, John in his 
first epistle, states, 
“if we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness” (1:9). once 
again he declares, “he himself is 
the propitiation for our sins, not 
for ours only, but also for the whole 
world” (2:2). in order to avail the 
salvation that God offers to us, 
we have to first recognise the fact 
that we are in dire need of that 
salvation. Without the salvation 
offered by God, we are doomed 
to eternal damnation. the only 
way to get out of that situation 
is to respond positively to that 
offer of God and get redeemed by 
believing that Jesus by dying on 
the cross took that punishment to 

himself redeeming and justifying 
those who believe.

Why Is Salvation So Great?

there are several reasons for 
considering this salvation as 
great. 
a) it is made available to all 
mankind irrespective of the 
severity of their sins. 

b) it makes such a 
great difference to the 
saved, from eternal 
damnation to eternal 
glory, from perpetual 
misery to perpetual 
bliss in the company of 
our Lord and Saviour.
c) it came at the greatest 
cost to god who had to 

make his own begotten Son to 
suffer on the cross of Calvary for 
the sins of all mankind.
d) freely, freely it is given for all 
those who put their faith in Jesus. 
their sins are not only forgiven, 
but erased completely from the 
memory of god.
Conclusion

can any sensible person ignore 
or neglect such a great salvation 
freely made available to him? 
Sadly, many of the so called 
christians go about in such a 
manner as if salvation does not 
matter. from the category of 
‘almost persuaded, but not really 
attained’, they have to move 

it is through believing 
that the Son of God 
became a Man and 

suffered a cruel 
death on the cross as 
propitiation for our 

sins that we get hold of 
that great salvation.
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towards the category of those 
having the assurance of salvation 
as their sure possession. Let us 
once again recall what all are 
expected of them to make this 
vital change.
1) Acknowledge and confess one’s 
sinful condition and the dire need 
for salvation.
2) believe in one’s heart that 
Jesus christ by his death on 
the cross and resurrection has 
done whatever was necessary to 
redeem him/her, and

3) confess by mouth that Jesus 
has fully paid the price for his/
her sins.
Let the good Lord make every 
one of us to make the category 
change from ‘almost persuaded’ 
to ‘assuredly saved’.

K. P. Luke Vydhian  
retired as General Manager, 

Telecom, Karnataka, and 
lives in Bangalore.

We count on your prayers!
As we at Light of Life seek to fulfil this ministry for the edification of our readers, 
we seek your prayers for God’s  anointing, blessings, provisions and guidance. 

Thank you.
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FAITH OF A FALLEN  
WOMAN

Rahab, like Abraham, is credited with the righteousness of God.

J. FREDRIC DAWSON

When Joshua took 
charge of the israelites 
after the death of 

Moses, god promised Joshua 
that he would be with him, as he 
was with Moses and he would 
never leave him nor forsake him 
(Josh.1:5). the children of israel 
were then camping in the plains 
of Moab across Jericho, and 
therefore, the first task 
before Joshua was to 
cross the river Jordan 
and carry out an attack 
on the important city 
of Jericho.

before launching the attack on 
the city, Joshua wanted to spy 
the area, perhaps for making out 
a strategy to attack and capture 
Jericho. he, therefore, sent two 
spies to look over the land. these 
spies went and entered into the 
house of a prostitute named 
rahab and stayed there. When 
the king heard of these spies, he 
sent his men to rahab to bring 
out the spies. but rahab hid the 
spies on the roof of her house 
under the stalks of flax which she 
had laid out in the roof. When the 

king’s men questioned her about 
the spies, she told them that they 
had no doubt come to her, but she 
did not know from where they 
had come. As it was already dusk, 
when it was time to close the city 
gate, she told the king’s men that 
they left in a hurry, but she did not 
know where they had gone. She 
suggested to them to go quickly 
to chase them and catch up with 

them. they set out in 
pursuit of the spies on 
the road that led to the 
fords of Jordan.

before the spies lay 
down for the night, 

rahab went up to the roof and 
spoke to the spies. She told them 
that a great fear had fallen on 
the people of Jericho because of 
the israelites, after they heard 
about how their god had led 
them through dry Jordan and 
how they were victorious over 
the mighty kings of og, Sihon and 
the two kings of the Amorites, all 
because of their powerful Lord 
god, who lived in heaven and 
on the earth. She then put up a 
petition to them that because 
of the kindness shown by her to 
them, when the israelites raided 

 Rahab started 
believing the Lord 

Jehovah and put her 
trust in Him.
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and attacked Jericho, they should 
spare her life and the lives of her 
family. the spies assured her that 
if she did not let the king’s people 
know anything about their visit, 
they would treat her kindly and 
faithfully when they captured the 
city of Jericho. So she let them 
down by a scarlet cord through 
the window of her house, urging 
them to go through the hills so 
that the king’s men would not be 
able to find them. The spies told 
her that the oath they had sworn 
with her would not be binding, 
unless she tied the scarlet cord 
in the window through which she 
had let them down and her family 
members were kept inside her 
house, when they come to take 
over the city.

Faith Of Rahab

Why did rahab take recourse to 
this action when she would have 
known that, if by any chance she 
was caught by the king of Jericho 
for shielding the spies she would 
be tried for treason and finally 
put to death? What made her 
take such a great risk in her life? 
the reason is given by the writer 
of hebrews, who says, “by faith 
the prostitute rahab, because 
she welcomed the spies, was 
not killed with those who were 
disobedient” (heb.11:31). having 
heard about the Lord Jehovah of 
the israelites as to how he had 
dried up the waters of the red 

sea when they came out of egypt, 
and destroyed og and Sihon, the 
two kings of the Amorites east of 
Jordan, rahab started believing 
the Lord Jehovah and put her trust 
in him, even before the spies went 
to her. that was why she was bold 
enough to help the spies though it 
was an act of treason against her 
king.

Faith And Work Of Rahab

further, quoting her action, 
James says, “in the same way, was 
not even rahab the prostitute 
considered righteous for what 
she did when she gave lodging to 
the spies and sent them off in a 
different direction?” (Jas.2:25). 
by saying, ‘in the same way’, James 
equates her action with that 
of Abraham who was credited 
with righteousness because he 
believed god and was prepared 
to offer his son as a sacrifice. 
rahab not only believed god, but 
also showed it by her action in 
helping the spies and, therefore, 
she was also credited with the 
righteousness of god. though 
she had faith in god, she need 
not have acted to hide the spies, 
thinking that it was a dangerous 
job to work against her own 
king and she could have allowed 
somebody else to hide the spies. 
but she did not do that: in her 
faith, she risked her life to be 
identified with Israel’s God and 
acted decisively to help israel’s 
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Having heard about 
the Lord Jehovah, 

Rahab not only 
believed God, but also 
showed it by her action 

in helping the spies.

spies. She was a good example 
to what James tries to emphasise 
that ‘faith without works is 
dead’ (Jas.2:25). thus, she, like 
Abraham, was credited with the 
righteousness of god.

Salvation For Rahab And Family

When the israelites took siege 
of Jericho under the leadership of 
Joshua and conquered the city, all 
the inhabitants of the city were 
totally destroyed according to 
the order given by god. the only 
people of Jericho who were saved 
from destruction were rahab, 
the prostitute, and 
her family. the scarlet 
cord which she had 
tied to the window of 
her house prominently 
saved her and her 
family. the other part 
of the oath was also 
fulfilled, as Rahab and her family 
stayed inside her house when 
the city was attacked. Just as 
the israelites needed the scarlet 
blood of the sacrificial Passover 
lamb over the door frames of 
their houses where they were all 
gathered inside in order to save 
the first born of all the Israelites, 
when the destroying angel of the 
Lord passed through the streets 
of egypt on that fateful day, so also 
rahab needed this scarlet cord to 
distinguish her and her family 
from the doomed canaanite 
citizens of Jericho. today, the 

blood of Jesus christ shed on 
the cross of calvary during his 
first advent to this world, washes 
and cleanses all the sins of those 
who put their trust on him and 
remain a part of the household of 
god and saves them from eternal 
destruction.

Jesus’ Attitude Towards 
Prostitutes

Prostitutes are generally 
considered a despised class of 
people in the society. Nobody 
would like to be associated with 
a prostitute in any society. they 

are a neglected and 
shunned group of 
people. but, they are 
also human beings 
made in the image of 
god. they have the 
right to turn and live 
according to the will 

and purposes of god in their 
lives. We have no right to despise 
them and treat them as the dirt 
of the society. they can also 
turn to god and put their faith 
in him and become members 
of the kingdom of god. though 
rahab was a prostitute, she had 
immense faith in god, which she 
did not exhibit and make a show 
of, as some of the Pharisees and 
other religious leaders used 
to do during the time of Jesus. 
but when the circumstances 
necessitated her to act in her 
faith, she did not hesitate to do 
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it, because her faith was strong. 
Jesus recognised the position of 
such people when he said, “i tell 
you the truth, the tax collectors 
and the prostitutes are entering 
the kingdom of god ahead of you” 
(Matt.21:31). We should never 
take a holier-than-thou attitude 
with such groups of people as 
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Esther

the events in the book of 
esther happened during the 
time of Ahasuerus of the Persian 
kingdom, during a ten year 
period between 483 and 473 
bc. the central characters in the 
book are a Jewish girl named 
esther, one of the exiles, and her 
cousin Mordecai, a devout Jew 
to the core. esther is a story of 
intrigue which clearly reveals 
the sovereignty of god, how god 
thwarted the enemy’s plan for the 
total extermination of the Jews 
through the courageous esther 
and her faithful cousin, Mordecai. 
esther also tells us about the 
inauguration of a feast called 
Purim, which the Jews celebrate 
even today.

Job

the book of Job is born out of 
pain; pain of a man who was very 
rich, yet “blameless, upright, 
feared god, and turned away 
from evil.”

The first two chapters give the 
setting of Job’s pain. his pain 
was so crushing that he wanted 
to die, so unrelenting that he 
wished he had not been born. 

BIBLE SYNOPSIS PART 3
Job to Song of Solomon

this godly man had godly friends 
who came to sympathise with 
him and comfort him, when they 
heard about the adversity that 
had befallen him. the intensity 
of Job’s pain becomes clear from 
the reaction of these friends 
(Job2:11-13).  they sat down on 
the ground with him for seven 
days without speaking a word.

Job’s affliction brought God’s 
character and ways into question. 
chapters 3-37 are a series of 
discourses, either by Job or one 
of his friends, where they wrestle 
with the reason for Job’s suffering. 
in chapter 38 god appears and 
speaks. instead of answering 
Job’s questions, god asks him a 
series of questions, till chapter 41. 
chapter 42 is the climax where 
god restores Job’s fortunes when 
he prays for his friends who had 
not spoken what was right of god 
as Job had.

Job can be a challenge to 
many of us. he continued in his 
integrity and devotion to god in 
spite of his intense sufferings and 
never spoke an unrighteous word 
about god. the happy ending of 
the book is very comforting and 
encouraging.

What has challenged me most 
personally is God’s certificate 

LILY ABRAHAM
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about Job in Job1:8. “... there is 
no one like him on the earth, 
a blameless and upright man, 
fearing god and turning away 
from evil.” What may be his 
certificate of you and me?

Psalms

Psalms is a book of prayers and 
praises of men who are in right 
relationship with god, honestly 
expressing what is on their heart 
– distress or joy, confusion or 
confidence. They lift their voices 
in worship to god, in prayers or 
songs which are accompanied on 
stringed instruments. Psalms are 
hebrew poetry.

A majority of psalms have 
superscription in the beginning 
giving sometimes the name of 
the composer, context of the 
Psalm, who it is for, how it is 
to be accompanied, or what 
kind of psalm it is. reading this 
superscription and consulting the 
corresponding cross-references 
(if it is referenced) will help to 
put the psalm in its context.

each Psalm has a theme, 
which may be stated at the very 
beginning of the psalm or in the 
centre.

Some Psalms like Psalm 78 give 
insights into the history of israel, 
which clearly bring out god’s 
intervention and watchful care.

the central focus of the Psalms 
is god. We can learn his names, 

his titles, his attributes and 
how man is to respond to him 
in worship and adoration. the 
Psalms are for the heart and soul, 
but they address the mind too. 
We can also find Jesus in some of 
them.

Psalms have five segments 
which end in Psalms 41:13,72:19-
20,89:52,106:48 and 150:6.

You can turn to Psalms when 
you are distressed, confused, 
afraid or hurt, or when you need 
to talk to someone who will 
understand you.

Proverbs

the book of Proverbs is a 
compilation of wise sayings 
mainly of Solomon, who was 
wiser than all men. A proverb is 
usually a short saying or maxim 
which gives insight on life and 
human behaviour. these give 
wisdom and instruction.

though this book was written 
between 971 and 686 bc, these 
sayings are timeless. they can 
equip you for life at home and in 
the world.

chapter 1:1-7 gives the purpose 
of the book. “to know wisdom 
and instruction, to discern 
the sayings of understanding, 
to receive instruction in wise 
behaviour, righteousness, justice 
and equity, to give prudence to 
the naïve, to the youth knowledge 
and discretion ...”
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the theme of the book is found 
in Proverbs 1:7 and repeated in 
9:10. “the fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom.” chapter 30 
has the words of Agur and chapter 
31, the words of King Lemuel. 
The first 9 chapters are about 
wisdom, which is personified as 
a woman.

Many subjects such as sexual 
morality, finance, discipline, the 
heart, the tongue, the company 
we keep, etc., are covered in 
this book. by reading Proverbs 
repeatedly, we will learn more 
and more about mankind and 
will become much wiser in living 
‘in the fear of the Lord’. We have 
a collection of insights on the 
critical issues of life.

there is the wisdom of the 
world and the wisdom that comes 
from god. the critical question is 
which wisdom we are walking by, 
in matters of everyday life.

Since there are 31 chapters, 
reading one chapter a day will 
cover the whole book in a month. 
You could do it month after month, 
but not at the cost of neglecting 
other books of the bible.

Ecclesiastes

the author of this book is 
Solomon, David’s son, who was 
the richest and wisest of all men; 
a man whose mind observed a 
wealth of wisdom and knowledge. 
he set his mind to know wisdom, 

and was searching for meaning of 
life. he set his mind to seek and 
explore by wisdom concerning all 
that has been done under heaven. 
he found that all the toil and 
labour under the sun is vanity.

he tried out, for pleasure and 
satisfaction, many things under 
the sun; wine, big houses, gardens 
and orchards, water pools, great 
possessions, male and female 
servants, silver and gold, male 
and female singers, and all kinds 
of musical instruments. he did 
not withhold anything his heart 
desired. he says that all this was 
vanity and grasping for the wind. 
he asks: “What advantage does 
man have in all the work which 
he does under the sun? And what 
is the conclusion of it all?”

he himself answers the 
question at the end of the book. 
“the conclusion when all has 
been heard is, fear god and keep 
his commandments, for this is 
man’s all. for god will bring every 
work into judgment, including 
every secret thing, whether good 
or evil” (eccl.12:13,14).

in chapters 1-8 he explores 
life’s inconsistencies and in 
chapters 9-12 he explains 
them. the book will help you to 
reflect on where you have been 
searching for meaning in life and 
lead you to the place where you 
can actually find it. It also teaches 
you many truths about god who 
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will bring every act to judgment, 
even those of christians 
(2Cor.5:10;Rom.14:10). Also, 
you will learn about contrasting 
groups of people such as the 
righteous and the wicked, the 
wise and the foolish, the rich and 
the poor, etc.

Song Of Solomon

Song of Solomon is a love story 
included in the canon of scripture. 
on the eighth day of the Passover, 
the Jews sing portions of this book 
which they compare to the most 
holy place in the temple. it is a 
unified lyrical poem composed of a 
variety of songs, sung by different 
people, the man, the woman and 
the daughters of Jerusalem. it is 
important to see where one ends 
and another begins.

There are different 
interpretations with respect to 
the meaning of this book. it could 
symbolise israel’s relationship to 
god, or church’s relationship to 
Jesus, their heavenly bridegroom. 
it surely is not only about 
the emotional and physical 
relationship of love and marriage. 

Lessons on how to relate to 
your spouse can be gleaned by 
observing how the bride and 
bridegroom communicated with 
each other, what they shared, 
what their relationship was like, 
what caused problems and how 
they solved them.

there are lessons for those 
who are preparing for marriage 
too; the need for understanding 
about yourself, your future mate, 
the importance of intimacy, 
purity and physical oneness in 
marriage. 

the book also teaches what an 
adulterous relationship can do to 
the intimacy between the bride 
and the bridegroom. According 
to James 4:4, when we become 
friends with the world (the world 
system), we are committing 
spiritual adultery. We learn how 
it will impact our intimacy with 
god.

Lily Abraham  
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THE DISCIPLE AND HIS 
‘THORN IN THE FLESH’

God assures us of His grace and strength as He has promised.

We all are familiar with 
Paul’s experience of 
having a thorn in the 

flesh and his praying three times 
to god that he would remove 
it. god’s clear response was no. 
“My grace is sufficient for you, 
for My power is made perfect in 
weakness.”

there are many speculations 
about what the thorn in the flesh 
was and why Paul had to endure 
it during his life. No one can say 
for sure what it was. 
god in his wisdom 
did not allow Paul to 
reveal what it was. 
the result is that ‘a 
thorn in the flesh’ has 
become a symbol of 
any insurmountable 
painful annoyance that, through 
no fault of his own, a believer 
may have to experience most of 
his life.

Nobody likes a thorn in the 
flesh. It is painful. it prevents us 
from doing things we want to do. 
however, the fact of life is that no 
one is immune to it; every one 

IMANUEL G. CHRISTIAN of us has one kind or the other 
thorns in the flesh. Most of the 
time, it may not be known to 
others. We experience that pain 
of loneliness, in the depth of our 
being. “each heart knows its own 
bitterness” (Prov.14:10). or, as 
one of Job’s friends told him, and 
Job agreed with him later, “Yet 
man is born to trouble as surely as 
sparks fly upward” (Job5:7;14:1).

And strangely enough it is 
obvious that god allows a thorn 
in the flesh especially to those 
who know him and are loved by 

him. consider Paul’s 
thorn-in-the-flesh. If 
it is allowed by god, 
and if it comes only 
by god’s will, plan and 
design, it must be good 
for us, even though it 

is painful and does not seem to 
benefit us. God only has blessings 
in store for his children, as the 
psalmist says, “You are good and 
what You do is good” (Psa.119:68). 
god certainly does not and would 
never give bad things to his 
children (Matt.7:11;Lk.11:13).

that certainly raises the 
question, how can a thorn in 

it is obvious that God 
allows a thorn in the 

flesh especially to 
those who know Him 
and are loved by Him.
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the flesh, a constant and, in 
some cases, a lifetime painful 
experience, be good for us? if it is 
given to us by god’s good will, and 
if it is his plan and design for our 
good, there must be something 
good in this obviously bad thing. 
thank god, he has made it clear, 
from Paul’s experience, how it 
can be good for us.

First, a thorn in the flesh keeps 
us from thinking that ‘we are in 
charge of our life’. Success in life 
or life going the way we want, may 
tempt us to forget that we are not 
god, He is. Paul clearly 
understood the reason 
behind his thorn in the 
flesh. “To keep me from 
becoming conceited 
because of these 
surpassingly great 
revelations, there was 
given me a thorn in the 
flesh” (2Cor.12:7).

Second, it allows us to 
experience the fullness of god’s 
grace. god’s response to Paul’s 
repeated prayer to remove the 
thorn in the flesh was, “My grace is 
sufficient for you” (v.7). Of course, 
God’s grace is sufficient for our 
every need and every situation. 
but without going through the 
thorn in the flesh experience, 
sometimes we tend to forget that 
we are dependent on his grace.

third, it forces us to depend 
on god’s strength and his 

supernatural power and not be 
tempted to do things in our own 
way and in our own strength. 
When we come to the end of our 
rope, and sometimes only when we 
come to the end of our rope, do we 
reach out for god’s lifeline which 
is always there. As Luther writes, 
“If we in our strength confide, our 
striving would be losing.”

fourth, there is nothing else 
that allows us to have a closer 
and intimate relationship with 
God than a thorn in the flesh 
experience. Like the psalmist 

says, “it was good for 
me to be afflicted so 
that i might learn Your 
decrees” (Psa.119:71). 
Job, after going 
through his painful 
experience, even when 
none of his questions 
were answered by god, 
could say, “My ears 

have heard of You, but now my 
eyes have seen You” (Job42:5).

Sometimes, god in his grace 
takes away the thorn in the 
flesh and allows us to see the 
blessing as a result of the painful 
and prolonged experience. our 
friend Steve and his wife went 
through a prolonged thorn in 
the flesh experience when their 
daughter at the age of two was 
found with ‘incurable’ cancer. 
She was finally cured at the age 
of 23. Steve writes, “We watched 

We would never be 
able to see the full 

implications and the 
wisdom and blessing of 
God for allowing us to 
go through the thorn in 
the flesh experience in 

this life.
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our daughter suffer the effects of 
cancer, the surgeries (15 invasive 
procedures, lots of chemo, she is 
missing body parts including a 
lung) … And how do i feel about 
all this? blessed. blessed beyond 
measure… because in the pain of 
all this as a parent, i found myself 
exquisitely skewered by god’s 
grace. in pain, he provided. in 
suffering, He dealt with us kindly. 
i learned more through this 
experience about god’s goodness 
than i think i could possibly 
have learned if life had taken the 
course we expected. And wanted. 
And had hoped for. i am grateful 
for the pain. i am grateful for the 
changes it wrought in me. i am 
blessed.”

however, sometimes god, in 
his wisdom, may not take away 
the thorn in the flesh, as in Paul’s 
experience. but he assures us of 
his grace and strength, as he has 
promised, “My grace is sufficient 
for you, for My power is made 
perfect in weakness.”

the famous hymn writer, fanny 
crosby, lost her eyesight in early 
childhood, due to a mistake made 
by a quack doctor. Later in life, she 
writes, “it was the best thing that 
could have happened to me. how 
in the world could i have lived 
such a helpful life, had i not been 
blind? Don’t blame the doctor. 
he’s probably dead by this time. 
but if i could meet him, i would 

tell him that he unwittingly did 
me the greatest favour in the 
world.”

And we would never be able 
to see the full implications and 
the wisdom and blessing of god 
for allowing us to go through 
the thorn in the flesh experience 
in this life. only eternity will 
tell and we would be able to 
look back and realise that our 
“light and momentary troubles 
are achieving for us an eternal 
glory that far outweigh them all” 
(2cor.4:17). 

He Cares 

There are things I cannot 
understand,

Yet, these are things I can undergo 
Because I know He is there

And He tells me so 
It would be nice if life was so easy; 
It would be nice if there were no 

cares,

If there were no worries, no 
sickness, no scares.

But then I would not  
look up to Him, 

And know that He cares.

Imanuel G. Christian  
is involved in writing 

original Bible 
commentaries and other 

devotional books in 
Gujarati
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THE RISEN CHRIST
The cross of Christ, which has withstood the test of time,  

will uphold you.

VICO

Jesus hanging on the cross 
was the perfect picture for 
the Jews because they saw 

Him as unfit for the law which 
they have created, and to them, 
the cross was the end of him. 
the religious leaders of the Jews 
hurled insults at him. the chief 
priest, the teachers of the law 
and the elders all mocked him 
(Matt.27:39-41). there was 
a notion of confusion among 
the disciples as well 
because they, and 
everyone else who 
saw Jesus hanging on 
the cross, wondered 
why he seemed so 
powerless at his greatest hour of 
need. but Jesus clearly explained 
to his disciples, “he must go to 
Jerusalem... and must be killed and 
on the third day be raised to life” 
(16:21). of the many religions, 
only christianity claims that Jesus 
returned from the grave. No other 
so called gods overcame the rule 
of death. this claim is unique, or 
else our preaching is useless and 
so is your faith; we are then found 
to be false witnesses about god, 
and “we are to be pitied more 

than all men” (1cor.15:13-19). 
but this is not just a claim, it is 
the truth.

Jesus Died On The Cross

the authenticity of the cross 
has always been questioned by 
the sceptics. Some argue that 
Jesus never died on the cross. this 
particular notion that Jesus never 
died on the cross can be found in 
the Koran. the Ahmadiya Muslims 
believe that Jesus survived the 
crucifixion and migrated to India. 

others tried to explain 
the resurrection 
by suggesting that 
Jesus fainted from 
exhaustion on the cross, 
and was later revived 
by the cool air of the 

tomb. over the years, people have 
come out with many theories to 
destroy the evidences. but, truth 
triumphs over darkness. “truth,” 
said Mark twain “is stranger than 
fiction, but it is because fiction is 
obliged to stick to possibilities; 
truth doesn’t.” So, the word of 
god continued to increase and 
prevail mightily (Acts.19:20).

Mel gibson, the director of 
‘the Passion of christ’, received 
a lot of criticism for the account 

Of the many religions, 
only Christianity claims 

that Jesus returned 
from the grave.



36Light of Life october 2019

of violence in this movie. During 
an interview, Lee Strobel asked 
him if he could have reduced the 
violence to avoid the criticisms, 
and he replied, “i reduced it down 
– had i shown the exact scene of 
beating, the viewers would have 
fled the theatre in horror.” The 
Journal of the American Medical 
Association proves that Jesus was 
dead when taken down from the 
cross.

the moment of christ’s death 
was a strange phenomenon, 
even “the sun stopped shining” 
(Lk.23:45,46). this remarkable 
story of christ and the cross made 
the father of india, Mahatma 
gandhi, to pour his admiration 
and respect when he commented, 
“Jesus, a man who was completely 
innocent, offered Himself as a 
sacrifice for the good of others, 
including his enemies, and 
became the ransom of the world. 
it was a perfect act.” “this was the 
only way he could redeem us,” 
said Alexander Metherell, and he 
sums up the crucifixion of Jesus 
in one word – love.

Jesus Triumphed Over Death

Jesus died and he was seen 
again afterwards. When Jesus 
was resurrected, he had the same 
body, which made it easier for the 
disciples to recognise him. he 
even called out doubting thomas 
to step forward and touch him 
for faith confirmation. Thomas’ 

expression upon touching the 
wounds of Jesus said it all, “My 
Lord and my god” (Jn.20:28). 
he later appeared to the other 
disciples and to more than five 
hundred believers (1cor.15:6). 
in John 16:33, Jesus said, “i have 
overcome the world.” the book of 
hebrews gave the reason of Jesus’ 
resurrection, “During the days of 
Jesus’ life on earth, He offered 
up prayers and petitions with 
fervent cries and tears to the one 
who could save him from death, 
and he was heard because of his 
reverent submission” (heb.5:7). 
“therefore god exalted him to 
the highest place and gave him 
the name that is above every 
name” (Php.2:9).

Paul, the one whom the 
risen christ appeared to on 
the Damascus road (Acts.9), 
proclaims with deep gratitude 
in his heart of the joy he has 
found, “that i may know him and 
the power of his resurrection” 
(Php.3:10). it is interesting to 
note that Paul persecuted christ 
and died proclaiming him. 
together with him, and against 
all odds, the disciples went all 
over the land proclaiming the 
message of christ’s resurrection. 
“With great power the apostles 
continued to testify to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, 
and much grace was upon them 
all” (Acts.4:33). it took a powerful 
event to cause such a change in 
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their lives. greenleaf concludes 
that the resurrection of christ is 
one of the best-supported events 
in history according to the laws 
of legal evidence administered in 
courts of justice. frank Morrison, 
another british lawyer, planned 
to write an account to disprove 
the resurrection of christ. When 
he applied his legal training to 
the facts of Jesus’ resurrection, he 
had to change his mind. instead of 
refutation of the resurrection, he 
eventually wrote the bestseller, 
Who moved the Stone? the rest 
of the book confirms decisively 
the validity of the evidence for 
christ’s resurrection. there exists 
such overwhelming evidence 
which cannot be denied.

The Tests Of Time

in the course of history, so many 
empires have risen and fallen. the 
babylonian kingdom, the Persian 
kingdom, the glorious greeks, 
even the so called great roman 
empire eventually fell. the church 
under roman emperors had gone 
through severe persecution. but 
with time, the church only grew 
stronger and larger while the 
empire crawled in its ruins and to 
its ultimate end. christians were 
brutally murdered and many 
were burned alive. these deaths 
of a few hundred christians 
would have been a major setback; 
it could have halted the progress 
of the word. but his truth was 

marching on. According to Acts 
2, believers were so empowered 
by the “holy Spirit.” Acts 1:14-15 
suggests that several months after 
the crucifixion there were 120 
christians, later 5000 believers 
(Acts.4:4). After the sixth decade 
of the first century there were 
many thousands in Jerusalem who 
now believed (Acts.21:20). this 
extraordinary rate at which the 
number of believers grew during 
those early years astonishes 
many scholars.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the 
german theologian and pastor 
who was hanged in a Nazi camp 
said, “When christ calls a man, he 
bids him come and die.” Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer went on to say, 
“Salvation is free but discipleship 
will cost you your life.” John 
Wycliffe, an English theologian and 
oxford professor was condemned 
as a heretic in 1415 for teaching 
that the common people should 
have access to the bible. During 
the 16th century, John knox and 
William tyndale were burned to 
death for translating the gospel. 
Tyndale’s final words were, 
“Lord! open the king of england’s 
eyes.” four years later, the king 
ordered not one, but four english 
translations to be made. All were 
based on tyndale’s work. the 
very day that the cross was burnt 
in france, William carey set foot 
in india.
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BARTIMAEUS PROJECT – INDIA

The Bartimaeus-Project offers the very poorest beggars  
a way out of poverty, based on the principles of helping people to 

 help themselves, regardless of their ethnical or religious background.

Required Project Coordinator
with MSW Qualification having 3-5 years of experience and strong 

commitment with Christian background for serving the disadvantaged 
and marginalised communities of the society. 

Language: Fluent in English, Hindi & Telugu 
 

PC Job Description:
Sensitising and Building the capacities of team members- Field 
workers and Volunteers. Collaborate and facilitate all the stakeholders 
to integrate across the organisation for effective implementation. 
Develop Community coalitions based on programme mission 
and to address issues and needs in the local dialect. Accurate 
Data collection and analysis at the corporate and site level. 
Manage and implement the programme according to project objectives 
in coordination with the field workers, volunteers and beneficiaries. 
Supervise the field workers, volunteers and project beneficiaries. 
Conduct meetings with field staff and beneficiaries to assess and 
review their situation at field level. Responsible service delivery 
of the programme and, if any, approved changes or policies 
within the timeline, and programme Implementation of activities. 
Preparation of Records, timely Reports and Documentation 
To increase and improve program visibility. To take responsibility to 
develop the Project.

Salary – dependent on Qualification and experience.
Resume, personal testimony and one reference  

should reach the office by post/e-mail

Contact: Director, Bartimaeus Project, 
Plot no – 4, Sai Lalitha nagar, K.L Puram, Vizianagaram 535003 

Andhra Pradesh, South India. 
e-mail :-  williamlso@gmail.com
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god has had a faithful remnant 
in every age. in the time before 
the flood, Noah found grace in 
god’s eyes. During the time of the 
judges, there were still faithful 
men like gideon and faithful 
women like hannah, Deborah, and 
ruth. During the reign 
of Ahab and Jezebel, 
there were seven 
thousand people who 
stood firm against Baal 
worship (1Kgs.19:18). 
in the 1700’s, Voltaire, the 
atheist and french writer, said, 
“Within 100 years, the bible and 
christianity will be swept out of 
existence.” Voltaire was swept 
out of existence, but god’s work 
continued, and the geneva bible 
Society used Voltaire’s house to 
print bible for distribution. in 
spite of the evil forces, and the 
hardship that believers went 
through, the cross of Jesus stood 
during the hardest tests of time.

Now, each one of us can 
experience the power of the 

risen christ. through the cross 
we now know that our sins are 
forgiven (Lk.24:47), and we can 
be assured of eternal life in christ 
(1cor.15:40). in our everyday 
lives we can also take solace in 
the hope of the crown of life, 

“blessed is the man 
who perseveres under 
trial, because when 
he stood the test, he 
will receive the crown 
of life that god has 

promised to those who love him” 
(Jas.1:12).

No matter what comes to us, 
rest assured that the cross of 
christ which has withstood the 
test of time, will uphold you 
through and through. commit to 
seeking god’s approval alone and 
the power of his resurrection and 
enjoy the freedom that it brings.

Vico  
is an author and Chaplain  

in Christian  
Prayer Fellowship, 

Neigrihms, Shillong.

Now, each one of us 
can experience the 
power of the risen 

Christ.
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it has been said that the 
world today, courtesy 
globalisation, resembles a 

spider’s web. the unique thing 
about the spider’s web is that 
when you touch any part of it, 
the whole web starts vibrating 
in due course. friendship day, 
first ‘pioneered’ and 
heralded by a small 
South American 
country, Paraguay, on 
July 20, 1958 has had 
its ramifications on 
the whole world, with 
the UN declaring that 
‘World friendship Day’ 
would be observed on 
July 30 every year.

the immortal song, “What a 
friend, we have in Jesus” was 
written by a faithful christian, 
Joseph Scriven in 1856, long 
before the first friendship day 
was observed globally. he who 
had experienced the Lord’s 
inimitable friendly embrace 
(2cor.1:3,4) in the midst of his 
own personal tragedies, let his 
sentiments from deep within his 
heart flow copiously out in the 
form of that memorable song. 
What makes the Saviour our 
unique friend?

WHAT A FRIEND!
What makes the Saviour our unique Friend?

SURESH MANOHARAN Conquer

Let it be said that it takes a 
great act of selfless love to win 
over the heart of a person. our 
Lord’s friendship credentials of 
portraying sacrificial love is best 
captured thus, “for if while we 
were enemies we were reconciled 
to god by the death of his Son…” 

(rom.5:10).
We have heard that 

heroes are born to 
kill enemies. indian 
scriptures, for instance, 
abound with tales of 
donning of avatars by 
deities specifically for 
destroying evil men. 
but here we have the 
sinless, holy one of 

eternity donning ‘flesh and blood’ 
specifically for dying for the 
‘eternal spiritual welfare’ of his 
enemies who wouldn’t hesitate to 
crucify him!

When the import of this sacrifice 
registers on any sane individual, 
his natural response would be of 
seeking friendship with such an 
individual who would go to any 
extent for ensuring the former’s 
welfare. i am no exception either. 
on october 16, 1983, as the 
nuances of the gospel were being 
explained to me, i sought and 

Here we have the 
sinless, Holy One of 

eternity donning ‘flesh 
and blood’ specifically 

for dying for the 
‘eternal spiritual 

welfare’ of His enemies 
who wouldn’t hesitate 

to crucify Him!
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sealed my ‘friendship pact’ with 
the one who stooped (Php.2:4-
11) to conquer my heart.

Covenant

in the manner Jonathan entered 
into a covenantal relationship 
with the lowly shepherd boy, 
David, and symbolically sealed it 
by donating his robe and armour 
(1Sam.18:1-4), our Lord too 
when we receive him as ‘Lord of 
our lives’ (rom.10:8-10), enters 
into a covenantal relationship 
with us by sending his holy 
Spirit, which he deposits in our 
hearts (2Cor.1:22; Eph.1:13,14). 
it is by this marvellous provision 
at the point of regeneration of a 
christian that the Lord gives the 
christian the needed resources 
to fulfil the terms of the eternal 
covenant, which is all about 
living as per his will at all times 
(1cor.10:31).

A ‘covenant’ (in hebrew berith 
and in greek diatheke) is different 
from a ‘contract’. While both have 
conditions to be fulfilled between 
those who are party to it, contract 
is usually used to typify an 
agreement between two parties 
of same stature (e.g., a building 
contract between the landowner 
and a building contractor), 
whereas covenant signifies a 
binding agreement between two 
parties, one of whom is surely 
greater than the other.

in the covenant between 
Jonathan and David, Jonathan 
would time and again keep his 
promise by putting his own life 
in danger at times (1Sam.20:1-
34). David, too, would fulfil 
his vows at the proper time by 
virtually adopting Jonathan’s son, 
Mephibosheth, as his own and 
granting him all the privileges 
that went with it (2Sam.9). in our 
Saviour-sinner covenant, while 
our eternal Saviour cum friend, 
christ, would never abandon or 
forsake us (heb.13:5,6), we at no 
point in time ought to turn our 
backs to him (10:38,39).

Comfort

for a while, let’s look at inter-
personal relationships within 
the church. if the Lord in the 
capacity of an everlasting friend 
keeps comforting us in trouble 
(2cor.1:3-5) by the indwelling 
presence of the eternal comforter 
(Jn.15:26), then should we not 
do the same in our relationships 
with fellow christians? Yes, is the 
emphatic answer!

A friend is one who loves us at 
all times (Prov.17:17), especially 
by comforting us during adverse 
times. Now, who would go in 
search of the fugitive David 
in the forests to comfort and 
encourage him while he was 
on the run, fleeing from the 
murderous, envious King Saul? it 
was Jonathan (1Sam.23:16-18). 
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Young Professionals and Students
Learn Practical Skills for Sharing the Gospel

at Dr. Haqq’s
59th Annual All India Institute on Evangelism

Lectures, Workshops and Personal Interaction with Speakers.

Rev. Dr. Emmanuel Haqq
Bible Scholar, Pastor, Scientist and eldest son of Dr. A. A. Haqq.

Dr. P. Manasseh
Author, Scholar in Archeology and Religions and Bible Expositor.
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Associate Evangelist with Dr. Billy Graham - Video Presentation Only.

Rev. Sudhakar Mondithoka
Author, Apologist and Bible Expositor, Director & on Faculty at HITHA.

FEBRUARY 13-18, 2020 AT KODAIKANAL, TAMILNADU

Who can come?
Young Christian men, wom-
en and professionals with 
a burden to witness for 
Christ are invited to apply. 
An excellent command of 
English is required to apply, 
as the Conference will be 
completely in English.

How do I apply?
To receive an application 
please send a: SELF AD-
DRESSED LONG ENVELOPE 
WITH Rs. 5 AND STAMP 
AFFIXED along with your 
request. You must include 
your complete postal ad-
dress and pin number.

APPLY ONLINE
You may download the ap-
plication from our website 
at www.drhaqq.org.
The completed application, 
required documents and 
photo must be emailed or 
posted to the address be-
low.

DEADLINE? YES!!!

The last date to receive the 
completed application is:

NOVEMBER 30TH 
2019

• Boarding and Lodging is FREE
• Dr. E. Haqq will meet 50% of the travel expenses
• Special Scholarships only for students will be consid-

ered.
• Selected candidates are to pay Rs. 500 (five hundred 

only) as Registration fees, after they have received 
their invitation letter, to hold their seat.

• Only limited seats are available.

CONTACT INFO
Web: www.drhaqq.org
Email: aiie@drhaqq.org
Phone: 08814-274537 / 274529
Postal Address:
Dr. E. Haqq - AIIE, 9-11-37
Mission High School Road
Narsapur, 534275
West Godavari Dist. A.P.

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS AND STUDENTS DON’T MISS THIS UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY!
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Similarly, onesiphorus received 
a commendation from Paul, 
“As you know, all the christians 
who came here from Asia have 
deserted me; even Phygellus and 
hermogenes are gone. May the 
Lord bless onesiphorus and all 
his family because he visited me 
and encouraged me often. his 
visits revived me like a breath 
of fresh air, and he was never 
ashamed of my being in jail. in 
fact, when he came to rome, he 
searched everywhere trying to 
find me, and finally did. May the 
Lord give him a special blessing 
at the day of christ’s return. And 
you know better than i can tell 
you how much he helped me at 
ephesus” (2tim.1:15-18 tLb).

On the flipside are the ‘friends’ 
of Job. it has been said that with 
the kind of friends Job had, he 
did not need any more enemies. 
rather than comforting Job in the 
midst of his severe troubles, they 
were attributing Job’s travails to 
his ‘secret sins’ (Job11:14,15). No 
wonder, Job calls them ‘miserable 
comforters’ (Job16:2 tLb). Do 
we belong to Jonathan’s genre or 
Job’s ‘friends’ category?

Confide

there are no secrets hidden 
between friends. Do you have any 
pressing problems the details 
of which cannot be revealed to 
anyone of this world? then bring it 
in prayer before your trustworthy 

friend, Jesus. conversely, does god 
hide his plans from his friends? 
No way!

“friendship with god is re-
served for those who reverence 
him,” declares the psalmist. he 
goes on to add, “With them alone 
he shares the secrets of his prom-
ises” (Psa.25:14 tLb).

our heavenly father 
would not hide his plans 
from his friend, Abraham 
(Gen.18:17;2Chr.20:7;Jas.2:23), 
neither would christ who elevat-
ed his disciples from the position 
of servants to that of his friends 
(Jn.15:15).

“the bible was composed in 
such a way that as beginners 
mature, its meaning grows with 
them” remarked Augustine of 
hippo, wisely meaning, as our 
friendship with our Lord grows 
deeper and deeper, more and 
more of its treasures become ac-
cessible to us, making us fall in 
greater love with the revealer of 
the same (Dan 2:22).

oh what a friend we have in 
Jesus, who besides comforting us 
at all times keeps also confiding 
the heavenly matters with us, 
even as we grow in him.

Suresh Manoharan  
is associate-cum-youth   

pastor in Christian   
Fellowship Church,  

Hyderabad.
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BRAGGING
A person who boasts is someone God doesn’t like

the dictionary meaning of 
‘bragging’ is excessively 
proud and boastful talk 

about one’s achievement. the 
synonym for bragging is boastful. 
And ‘boastful’ is defined as to 
speak with excessive pride and 
self-satisfaction about one’s 
achievements, possessions, 
or abilities. boasting occurs 
when someone feels a sense of 
satisfaction or when someone 
feels that whatever occurred 
proves their superiority and is 
recounting accomplishments so 
that others will feel admiration 
or envy. The difference between 
boasting and bragging is that 
boasting is being used in a 
positive sense, whereas bragging 
is exclusively negative. boasting is 
the expression of personal worth 
or satisfaction with one’s own 
achievements; it depicts a sense 
of accomplishments; on the other 
hand, bragging is excessive or 
exaggerated pride. however, both 
words are used interchangeably.

individuals construct an image 
of themselves – a personal 
identity – and present themselves 
in a manner that is consistent 
with that image. theodore Millon, 

REGINALD CHAND an American psychologist known 
for his work on personality 
disorders, writes, “individuals 
seek to balance boasting against 
discrediting themselves with 
excessive self-promotion or being 
caught blatantly misrepresenting 
themselves.” his studies show that 
people often have a limited ability 
to perceive how their efforts at 
self-presentation are actually 
impacting their acceptance and 
likeability to others.

As we see around us today, no 
one likes a show-off, but almost 
everyone likes to show-off, at 
least a little. Some showing-off 
happens by accident and some in a 
deliberate manner to manipulate 
others. Susan Speer, well known 
psychologist at the University 
of Manchester, in her excellent 
research on bragging, highlights 
the ways to brag that will get you 
in trouble along with the one way 
which is reasonably acceptable.

the question here is whether 
something you say about yourself 
can be verified or not. How does 
one know that you are telling the 
truth, when you claim to have 
achieved some great outcome? 
if you tell something and don’t 
give hard evidence, one has to 
rely on your words alone. When 
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bragging is based on your self-
report, you run the risk of not 
being believed.

in social norms, bragging refers 
to the fact that our culture expects 
people to be modest. People, 
who aren’t modest, violate those 
expectations. if others think that 
you are trying too hard, they will 
be turned off and you will achieve 
exactly the opposite of your 
desired impact on others. this is 
especially true if the qualities you 
are showing off aren’t the ones 
that interest the other person.

Speer suggests the following 
types of bragging.

1. Directly drawing attention to 
your own great personal qualities. 
in Speer’s framework this is the 
least likely form of self-praise to 
be believable and the most likely 
to violate social norms. Without 
confirming evidence, people are 
not likely to believe you.

2. Directly drawing attention 
to something you have done. You 
may feel that it’s immodest to 
say you are a fantastic person, 
but okay to say that you have 
accomplished some great feats.

3. indirectly drawing attention 
to your own great personal 
qualities. instead of claiming to 
have great personal qualities, you 
may think it’s okay to say that 
someone else thinks you have 
great personal qualities.

4. indirectly drawing attention 
to something you have done. this 
is the situation in which bragging 
involves an act, not a personal 
quality.

5. Drawing attention to your 
success with a ‘disclaimer’. 
You may think it’s okay to talk 
about your accomplishments by 
referring to the behaviour and 
not your internal qualities of 
greatness as long as you frame it 
with a disclaimer.

6. basking in someone else’s 
reflected glory. In this form of 
bragging you attempt to impress 
others by showing not what you, 
but what someone close to you 
accomplished.

7. reporting on a conversation 
in which you were praised where 
the evidence can be verified. The 
only form of self-praise that Speer 
found to be moderately acceptable 
is the one in which you quote 
someone else’s conversation.

bragging in any form is not 
acceptable in the bible and it 
has been termed as evil and 
abomination to god. Note 
what the bible has to say about 
bragging.

“but now you boast in your 
arrogance, all such boasting 
is evil” (Jas.4:16). “these are 
grumblers, complainers, walking 
according to their own lusts, 
and they mouth great swelling 
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word, flattering people to gain 
advantage” (Jude.16). “thus says 
the Lord, ‘Let not the wise man 
glory in his wisdom, let not the 
mighty man glory in his might, 
not let the rich man glory in 
his riches’”( Jer.9:23). “… not of 
works, lest anyone should boast” 
(eph.2:9). “for the wicked boasts 
of his heart’s desires; he blesses 
the greedy and renounces the 
Lord” (Psa.10:3).

bragging/boasting is evil, 
and braggarts are grumblers, 
complainers, walking according 
to their own lusts, and they mouth 
great swelling word (bragging/
boasting), flattering to gain 
advantage (favouritism).

there is one sin in the bible 
that you will probably not hear 
much about, which is the sin 
of bragging/boasting. Modern 
fundamentalism is full of ministers 
who brag, each one esteeming the 
other and exalting them within 
their group. they have made man 
more worthy of praise than god. 
Notice how ‘boasters’ are listed 
along with the wickedest of men. 
“but know this, that in the last 
days perilous times will come; for 
man will be lovers of themselves, 
lovers of money, boasters, proud, 
blasphemers, disobedient to 
parents, unthankful, unholy” 
(2tim.2:1,2). this ‘love of man’ 
or ‘humanism’ is the root reason 
we see so much bragging today. 

the sin of bragging is dealt with 
in the scriptures time and again. 
in the bible, the word ‘brag’ 
does not appear. instead, the 
scriptures use the words ‘boast’ 
and ‘boasting’. And a person who 
boasts is someone god doesn’t 
like.

“that as it is written ‘he who 
glories (boasts), let him glory 
(boast) in the Lord’” (1cor.1:31). 
“take heed that you do not do 
your charitable deeds before men, 
to be seen by them. otherwise 
you have no reward from your 
father in heaven. therefore when 
you do a charitable deed, do not 
sound a trumpet before you as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues 
and in the streets, that they may 
have glory from men. Assuredly, i 
say to you, they have their reward. 
but when you do a charitable deed, 
do not let your left hand know 
what your right hand is doing, 
that your charitable deed may be 
in secret; and your Father who 
sees in secret will himself reward 
you openly. And when you shall 
not be like the hypocrites. for 
they love to pray standing in the 
synagogues and on the corners of 
the streets, that they may be seen 
by men” (Matt.6:1-5).

“Do not boast about tomorrow. 
for you do not know what a day 
may bring forth. Let another man 
praise you, and not your own 
mouth” (Prov.27:1,2). “but god 
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forbid that i should boast except 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
christ, by whom the world has 
been crucified to me, and I to the 
world” (gal.6:14). “‘but let him 
who glories glory in this. that 
he understands and knows Me. 
that i am the Lord, exercising 
lovingkindness, judgement and 
righteousness in the earth. for 
these i delight,’ says the Lord” 
(Jer.9:24).

Modern fundamentalists 
rejoice in their movements, their 
numbers, and the small kingdoms 
which they have built. they have 
become nothing less than modern 
day Pharisees who continually 

brag upon themselves, their 
ministries, their programmes, 
etc. if Paul would have been 
here today, he would have been 
sickened by what he would see 
in modern christianity, in which 
people are busy boasting of 
themselves rather than talking 
about Jesus. in 2 corinthians 10, 
Paul makes it a point not to boast 
of himself and his numbers, but 
rather to simply glorify god.

Reginald Chand  
is a Mumbai based 

corporate executive, who 
enjoys writing.
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REGENERATION –   
RELATIONSHIP

There is hope and life after death, which Adam and Eve forfeited 
by their unbelief and disobedience.

VIVEK SALINS

in the physical realm, the 
moment a human life is 
conceived in the mother’s 

womb, a relationship begins be-
tween the parents and the child. 
over time, this relationship de-
velops into a strong bond of love. 
it is the parents’ love for their 
children and the loving response 
of their children that progres-
sively strengthen and sustain the 
family throughout their lifetime. 
however, this relationship ends 
in sorrow (except for those who 
are ‘in christ’) when death sepa-
rates the loved ones in the family. 
What lies beyond this fleeting life 
on earth is still shrouded in mys-
tery for many people.

But There Is Hope! 
the bible gives us god’s 

perspectives on these four 
important words: generation, 
regeneration, relationship and 
religion. each word is loaded with 
an important message from god 
for every child and adult – that 
assures us that there is hope, that 
there is life after death which 
Adam and eve forfeited by their 
unbelief and disobedience.

Generation
‘generation’ broadly means ‘that 

which is brought into existence’. 
the human generation came into 
existence when Adam and eve 
gave birth to their offspring after 
they were spiritually separated 
from their creator god. this 
separation was the result of their 
two-fold sin against their creator: 
unbelief and disobedience.

When their first son was born, 
eve said, “With the help of the 
Lord i have brought forth a man,” 
and he was named cain (gen.4:1). 
genesis chapter 5 gives a brief 
account of Adam’s descendants 
up to Noah and his family. Adam 
lived 930 years and then he died. 
It may be difficult to calculate how 
many of their generations Adam 
and eve saw during their lifetime, 
but it is safe to conclude, based 
on biblical records, that they did 
encounter numerous occasions of 
joys and sorrows, triumphs and 
tragedies, successes and failures.

the bible gives us tragic accounts 
of man’s wickedness increasing 
progressively, from generation 
to generation, and tells us how 
god raised prophets, priests and 
kings to warn people about the 
dangerous consequences of their 
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sins and show them the way to be 
reconciled to god. Some of them 
heeded the warnings and turned 
to god from sin. but those who 
rejected God’s offer of forgiveness 
persecuted and killed the 
prophets, for they did not want to 
give up their sinful pleasures and 
surrender to god. if we do not 
forsake our sins and turn to god 
for forgiveness, we will die and 
perish in hell, forever cut off from 
God (Lk.13:3;2Pet.3:9).

Regeneration
While ‘generation’ refers to phys-

ical birth, which ends in death, 
‘regeneration’ refers to spiritual 
birth, which ends in life. “humans 
can reproduce only human life, 
but the holy Spirit gives new life 
from heaven” (Jn.3:6, NLt).

Although the word regeneration 
does not appear in the english 
bible, except perhaps in a few 
modern versions, we come across 
its variants in the New testament. 
Some of them are: born again 
(Jn.3:3;1Pet.1:23), new birth 
(Jas.1:18;1Pet.1:3), born of God (1 
Jn.5:1), new creation (2cor.5:17), 
new life (Acts.5:19-20), eternal 
life (Jn.3:15-16;11:25-26), born 
of the Spirit (Jn.3:5-7), salvation 
(Acts.4:12), etc.

Unlike our physical birth 
wherein we have no choice, to 
be born spiritually we need to 
make a choice to exercise our 
faith in God, who offers us eternal 
life freely in Jesus christ. “faith 

comes from hearing the message, 
and the message is heard through 
the word of christ” (rom.10:17). 
it is at the point of our spiritual 
birth that we enter into a personal 
relationship with god. there is no 
miracle greater than this in the 
life of a human. this is the word 
of christ: “to all who received 
him (Jesus, the Son of god), to 
those who believed in his name, 
he (god, the father) gave the 
right to become children of god 
– children born not of natural 
descent, nor of human decision or 
a husband’s will, but born of god” 
(Jn.1:12-13). “god so loved the 
world that he gave his one and 
only Son (Jesus), that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life” (Jn.3:16).

Relationship – A New 
Beginning

the central theme that runs 
through the bible is Jesus Christ, 
the Son of god. in fact, the good 
news for mankind is that, at the 
divinely appointed time, god 
executed his plan to restore 
man’s broken relationship with 
him when he entered this world 
in the person of Jesus christ. 
Jesus took the punishment of our 
sins upon himself and died on 
the cross as the perfect sacrifice 
– a ‘Lamb’ without blemish 
(Matt.20:28;Jn.1:29;Heb.9:15). 
those who believe in Jesus and 
surrender their lives to his 
lordship, have the assurance from 
god’s word that they have been 
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regenerated and that they now 
have a share in the divine nature 
(2Pet.1:3-4). god honours their 
faith in his promise and brings 
them into a personal relationship 
with himself – they become god’s 
children (Jn.1:12-13).

for god’s children, death is the 
gateway to heaven – the eternal 
home in the very presence of 
god! the Lord Jesus’ promise to 
His first 12 disciples applies even 
today to all who have entered into 
a personal relationship with god 
through the new birth (Jn.14:1-3; 
eph.1:3-14).

Relationship – A Life-long 
Commitment

to help the child of god grow 
spiritually in this new relationship, 
the heavenly father has provided 
two divine resources.

 1) An instruction manual (the 
holy bible) which shows how 
to live the new life according to 
the values of god’s kingdom. “All 
Scripture is god-breathed and 
is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the man of 
god may be thoroughly equipped 
for every good work” (2tim.3:16). 
in fact, this instruction manual 
is much more than just that. it 
reveals god’s will and plan for 
mankind in this world and in the 
world to come.

2) the Holy Spirit – the third 
Person of the triune god – who 
enters the heart of his believing 
children and enables them to live 
a holy (sanctified) life (1Cor.6:11). 

the bible says that god executes 
his will and plan for and through 
his children only with their 
whole-hearted cooperation, 
and never by coercion! the 
multi-dimensional work of the 
holy Spirit encompasses all of 
these: empowering (Acts 1:8), 
anointing (1Jn.2:20), counselling/
comforting (Jn.14:15-17,26), 
guiding (Jn.16:13-14), teaching 
(Lk.12:11-12) and convicting 
(Jn.16:8-10). the end goal of this 
divine work is to develop in god’s 
children the character, or the 
mind, of christ Jesus (eph.4:12-
13;Php.1:6;2:1-5). 

Religion – Pure And Faultless
in god’s perspective, religion is 

synonymous with ‘good works’ and 
‘good character’ (Jas.1:27). this 
verse refers to the responsibility 
god has placed on his redeemed/
regenerated children: good work 
and good character. 

god’s view of religion is also 
radically different from that held 
by man. According to god, those 
who practice a religion that is 
pure and faultless are the ones 
who have been regenerated and 
reconciled to god. they are those 
whom god has made ‘a new 
creation in christ’. Paul writes 
to the regenerated believers 
in the cities of corinth and 
ephesus: “therefore, if anyone 
is in christ, he is a new creation: 
the old has gone, the new has 
come” (2cor.5:17). “We are god’s 
workmanship, created in christ 

contd.. on pg. no. 57)
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SONG OF CONFESSION
P. SELVARAJ

Song of confession – 
How touching it is!  

How the singer makes it so personal! 
I need what it says; 

So do we all.

Song of confession – 
With forgiveness assured and 

New life ushered in.

Perfection is a distant goal, 
Some are closer to it 

Than the others.

Who has reached it – 
Only God knows. 

The goal is not easily attainable! 
Nor is it unattainable.

The lyric speaks to us, individually, 
The tune enriching it. 

Making most pop songs 
Looks trivial and mundane.

Congregational singing is not less  
effective and telling as 

Singing individually. 
Song of confession does

Impart a lesson –  
For anyone to pay attention to 

In order to move toward life’s perfection! 
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CROSSWORD 1

Send in your answers with bible references by e-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, 
to reach Light of Life, Post box 4576, 21-YMcA road, Mumbai central, Mumbai 400008, 
not later than November 5, 2019. Please indicate your name, address and Light of Life 
Subscription Number while sending the answers. 

Clues Across:

3. Paul’s tribe (8)

5. First church in Revelation (7)

7. Abraham paid him tithes (11)

9. Jael’s execution tool (4,3)

10. Jewish sect that didn’t believe in the 
resurrection (9)

1

2

3

4 5 6

7

8 9

10

11

12 13

14

15 16

17 18

19

20 21 22 23

24

25

12. Ezekiel ate it (6)

13. Without it no man shall see the Lord 
(8)

15. The glory is departed (7)

17. Greek Old Testament (10)

19. The type of harvest when Naomi 
returned (6)
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Clues Across:
1. uprigh  tness (Malachi 2:6)   
6. Remnant (Zephaniah 3:13)   
7. Air (Zephaniah 1:3)
8. grapes (Habakkuk 3:17)   
10. Land (Zephaniah 2:11)   
12. Tithe (Malachi 3:10)
13. rage (Habakkuk 3:8)    
14. Do (Haggai 2:14)  
17. Shealtiel (Haggai 2:23)

Answers to Crossword 65

Clues Down:
1. unrighteous (Zephaniah 3:5)
2. Ramparts (Habakkuk 2:1)  
3. Hands (Malachi 3:13
4. enables (Habakkuk 3:19)    
5. Strongholds (Zephaniah 3:6)  
9. Eternal (Habakkuk 3:6) 
11. Haggai ( Haggai 2:1)    
15. All (Habakkuk 1:9)   
16. He (Haggai 3:2) 

Winners of Crossword 65

D. Alexander, Mumbai, Mah., M. Edwin, Coimbatore, TN., Greta Amanna, Mumbai, 
Mah., Jalaja Sulochana, Hyderabad,  Tel., Ivor Valentine, Mumbai, Mah., Shantha 
Suresh, Chennai, TN, Margaret Fernandes, Mumbai, Mah., A. Sunderraj, Mumbai, 
Mah., Christy Inbaraj, Chennai, TN., S. H. E. S. McLoughlin, Hyderabad, Tel., Ravikumar 
Seemal, Ambernath, Mah., D. Hillel Johnson, Vellore, TN, Daisy T. Michael, Coimbatore, 
TN, Asha Daniel, Hyderabad, Tel., Helen Williers, Mumbai, Mah., Damara Samadanam, 
Hyderabad, Tel., Manohar G. Andrews, Thane, Mah., David Sampatkumar, Mumbai, 
Mah., Sudipta Missal, Pune, Mah., Florence Manohar, Vellore, TN., Mohan C. 
Kamalam, Nagercoil, TN., John S. Andrews, Sangli, Mah., I. Devanayagam, Tirunelveli, 
TN., Krishnabai Charles, Tiruchirapalli, TN., Sumathi Dorcas Maigur, Yadgiri, Kar., 
Lesley J. Birnur, Hubli, Kar., David E. Tiwari, Daund, Mah., R. Sathish, Chennai, TN., 
Esther Patti, Pune, Mah., S. V. Rani, Bengaluru, Kar., K. A. M. Veda Kumari, Eluru, 
AP., Regina L. Victor, Ponda, Goa., Mary Mathew, Trivandrum, Ker., B. B.  Ropmay, 
Shillong, Meghalaya., Dolly Sinha Roy, Vadodara, Guj., Sushila L. Baily, Mumbai, Mah., 
K. Rajarathinam, Madurai, TN., Elizabeth J. Varghese, Mumbai, Mah., Daphne Alfred, 
Hyderabad, Tel., Sushila Muller, Coimbatore, TN., M. Ratna Prabhu, Ahmedabad, Guj., 
Thelma Roberts, Hyderabad, Tel., T. Rajkumari Devaraju, Bengaluru, Kar., Sulekha S. 
Kondeti, Pune, Mah.

21. Noah used this wood (6)

23. Lot’s wife became a pillar of it (4)

24. Heavenly asphalt (4)

25. Adam forbidden to eat it (5)

Clues Down:

1. Jesus’ tribe (5)

2. Ruth’s nationality (9)

4. He grew claws (14)

6. He cooked over dung (7)

8. Moses’ spokesman (5)

11. Killed in a pit by Benaiah (4)

14. Beltheshazzar’s Hebrew name (6)

16. It spoke to a seer (6)

18. He weighed his hair yearly (7)

19. First Egyptian plague (5)

20. Young Samuel’s yearly present (5)

22. Cephas (5)
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CYRIL GEORGESON

WORD AND 
THE WORLD

W
OR

D AND THE WORLD

TECHALERT – YOUR DATA 
IS VALUABLE

W hom can you trust? 
Political parties? 
g o v e r n m e n t ? 

engineers? Large corporations? 
technology? church leadership? 
Academicians? News media? 
Medical professionals? 
can you rank this list from 
most-trustworthy to least-
trustworthy?

for most respondents to this 
brief quiz, technology would 
surely rank way up, most likely 
in the top three! but is this trust 
justified? In the west, trust levels 
have changed a lot in the last five 
years. Just four year ago, 71% of 
Americans were convinced that 
tech companies had a positive 
impact on the country. Now that 
figure has dropped to 50%. In 
2015, only 17% believed that 
technology had a negative effect; 
but now in 2019 this figure has 
almost doubled to 33%. the 
latest survey further shows that 
tech companies have fallen the 
most in the trust index over the 
last four years, when compared 
to financial institutions, large 

corporations, news media, 
churches and universities. 

Declining Trust In Tech

What is the reason for this 
decline in trust in technology and 
more specifically technological 
companies? for starters they are 
now really large and in danger 
of becoming monopolies. fANg 
(Facebook, Amazon, Netflix and 
google) stocks have been the 
driver in the US stock market. 
Nearly 50% of on-line business 
in now conducted by Amazon; 
facebook (along with their 
popular chat app WhatsApp) 
controls 77% of social media on 
the mobile phone; while 81% of 
all search goes through google.

“there is a serious concentration 
of power, unlike anything we’ve 
seen since the industrial age. 
Market capitalisation of the tech 
titans surpassed US $ 3 trillion 
in 2017 (by way of comparison 
– india’s economy was US $ 
2.65 trillion in 2017). With their 
enormous cash reserves, they 
snap up new entrants, raising 
accusations of stifling innovation 
by eliminating potential 
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competitors’ according to ernest 
and Young.

this report begins by saying, 
“big tech companies faced a 
barrage of questions at Davos 
this year, shifting the tone 
from a celebration of all things 
tech to concerns over minimal 
regulation, political polarisation 
and the impact of social media 
on mental health. one attendee 
even compared the addictive 
properties of social media to the 
cigarette industry and said that 
the government needed to step 
in. Confidence and trust in the 
tech sector have certainly been 
falling. Last year, there were 
billion-dollar fines over antitrust, 
data privacy and taxes; research 
highlighting the dangers of social 
media addiction; evidence of fake 
news; accusations of election 
meddling; and extremist content 
on the internet.”

“their huge cash piles allow 
them to expand into new 
markets – artificial intelligence, 
drones, publishing, payments 
and cloud services. they are 
also building ever-greater data 
profile of their users, which they 
can then monetise through sales 
to advertisers. Are they good 
guardians of this data? there 
is no sign that it is creating 
consumer harm, but there may be 
a reputational problem” forbes 
adds.

Appearances Can Be 
Deceptive

of course, tech has done a lot 
of good – in a country like india 
it has minimised corruption in 
regular activities like booking 
railway tickets, etc. it has made 
products available at competitive 
prices across the country, given 
us almost unlimited access to 
books and audio-visual content 
(yes, sometimes too much), 
made commuting by road less 
of a guess, and given access to a 
host of medical and educational 
services that were earlier 
unthinkable.

Nevertheless, we need to know 
how to have appropriate control 
over technology, especially, but 
not limited to, our personal 
data. Most people do not realise 
it – what the tech companies 
seek is our data. they leave no 
stone unturned to get greater 
access to our data, of course, by 
legitimate means. Aware that 
users are sensitive to the use 
and access to their data, chat 
and social media companies are 
offering end-to-end encryption. 
but this also has become 
suspect because companies like 
facebook are attempting to use 
the guise of ‘acceptable content’ 
filtration to get access to data 
before encryption. Daily Mail, UK, 
reports, “facebook is considering 
using on-device Ai algorithms 
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to scan and moderate content in 
its WhatsApp messaging service 
to enforce its acceptable speech 
policy. if implemented, the app 
itself would automatically scan 
messages prior to their being 
encrypted and sent. experts 
warn, however, that such a setup 
would require WhatsApp to 
transmit prohibited messages to 
developers in order to improve 
the Ai’s training. furthermore, 
concerns have been raised that 
the development could pave the 
way for governments to force 
social media firms to spy on user 
messages for them.”

that brings us to the next 
concern – artificial intelligence or 
Ai. Ai and data gathering have a 
very close connection. it is strictly 
on the backbone of humungous 
amounts of data that Ai can be 
successful. We are already seeing 
a number of mobile phones 
that boast of having Ai in their 
operating systems. these not 
only provide services to the end 
user, but also gather data on 
phone usage patterns to make 
the interface seemingly more 
intuitive. but this is only the tip of 
the larger Ai deployment.

Evangelicals On AI

in the recent past, evangelical 
leaders in America have authored 
and signed an ‘evangelical 
Statement of Principles on 
Artificial Intelligence’. They said: 

“We recognise that Ai will allow 
us to achieve unprecedented 
possibilities, while acknowledging 
the potential risks posed by Ai, if 
used without wisdom and care… 
We desire to equip the church to 
proactively engage the field of AI, 
rather than responding to these 
issues after they have already 
affected our communities.”

Christianity Today, in an April 
2019 article, quotes tripp 
Parker, a machine learning 
leader at Amazon who reviewed 
the statement before it was 
published, “the church has 
largely ignored some of these 
big technological movements or 
been late to the game… So i think 
this is a positive step to at least 
be talking about that, about what 
uniquely christian we bring to this 
conversation.” this statement, 
which includes 12 articles, covers 
who we humans are ‘as image 
bearers of god’, the relationship 
between Ai and humanity, its 
various uses and misuses and 
the future of Ai. though there 
are suggestions that this is not 
comprehensive enough, we need 
to be grateful that the evangelical 
leadership in the US has been 
pro-active and have got the 
conversation going for the church 
in the public square.

this brings us to the church 
in india. the leadership of 
the church in india needs to 
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encourage a holistic approach to 
the christian life. it sometimes 
is restricted to individual piety 
and at most community, which is 
often times merely self-seeking 
and self-serving. We need to 
engage in teaching on areas 
that are affecting society and 
even christians daily – human 
sexuality, the limits and dangers 
of technology, the addictive 
nature of social media and chat 
applications, the legitimate 
boundaries of medicine and 
medical intervention, ethics in 
the workplace, etc. Jesus is Lord 

not just of the individual life and 
the church; He is Lord of all!

our trust in government, 
professionals, technology, 
church leadership, education, 
etc., should only be to the extent 
that they are aligned with the 
revealed will of god in Scripture, 
who desires the good of everyone, 
without bias.

Cyril Georgeson  
lives in Mumbai and is 

an apologist, teacher 
and writer.

Jesus to do good works, which 
god prepared in advance for us to 
do” (eph.2:10).

in the world today, there is no 
dearth of social and charitable 
enterprises pioneered by men 
and women driven by passion 
to help the poor, the orphans 
and widows, the oppressed, the 
sick and the dying. While this is 
commendable and praiseworthy, 
the scope of their service to 
the poor is limited to their 
temporal needs (physical, social, 
educational and monetary). the 
eternal soul of man is totally 
neglected due to the ignorance 
about its eternal destiny: heaven 
or hell. 

therefore, god does not accept 
as pure and faultless a religion that 

ignores the spiritual regeneration 
of a human being. the Lord Jesus 
said to his disciples, “What good 
will it be for a man if he gains the 
whole world, yet forfeits his soul? 
What can a man give in exchange 
for his soul?” (Matt.16:26). 

only the human generation 
that is regenerated by divine 
intervention and thereby brought 
into a personal relationship with 
god in christ Jesus can practice 
the true religion which is pure 
and faultless in the sight of god. 
(Lk.25:34-40).

(contd. from page 50)

Vivek Salins  
presently serves the Lord in a 

Christian NGO in Mumbai
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NOTES ALONG 
THE JOURNEY

IT IS ALWAYS  
‘TIME TO PRAY’

OBY CHERIAN

Pray at all times” (1 thes. 
5:17).

Some of you older 
people may remember the advent 
of the first electronic watches. 
You had a timer, stopwatch and 
could even set an alarm on them. 
What fascinated me about those 
new digital timekeepers were the 
possibilities that i thought they 
held – possibilities for better time 
management, and the chance for 
a more ordered life. i reckoned 
that if i had one of these, i could 
get up on time, i could stop 
procrastinating, etc.

these timepieces have come 
and gone and now we have in 
most of our pockets smartphones 
that let us plan our day, month, 
and even our whole year in fine 
detail to the minute. but yet after 
all these years, the little that i 
have achieved in terms of a better 
use of time has been by the grace 
of god rather than by better 
technology.

these gizmos can help us do 
things, but they are powerless to 
make us decide what things to do; 

they are powerless to move even 
one muscle fiber in our body, if we 
don’t want to. We need his grace 
to plan our life, doing the things 
that are of eternal value. it may 
be spending an afternoon with 
your son or something simple 
like that. We need his grace to 
execute these plans. technology 
can always be overridden by the 
inclinations of our nature. two 
things about time, which i would 
like to share with you.

time is the essence of all things 
in this life. human resources and 
material assets mean nothing 
without time. Yet, it is one of the 
things the Lord gives equally to all 
people in a given day. in Luke 19, 
he gives each servant ten pounds. 
of course, what they made out of 
it is a different story.

the other thing i have often 
found is that when you ask the 
Lord consciously and deliberately 
to bless a time whether it is a day 
or an hour, I find that at those 
times somehow i get more done 
in that period. the Lord blesses it. 
before you start the day, commit it 
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LIGHT OF LIFE 67 MARCH  2016

NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.

to him. before you start the hour, 
commit the hour to him. You could 
go on breaking it down further to 
minutes and even seconds. that 
is why the word of god says, pray 
at all times (eph.6:18). Prayer 
is, after all, the realisation of his 
timeless presence with us and 
our dependence on him. 

“And isaac sowed in that land 
and reaped in the same year a 

hundredfold. the Lord blessed 
him”

(gen.26:12). “hour by hour 
i place my days in Your hand” 
(Psa.31:15 Message).

MATRIMONIAL

Alliance invited from a born-again and deeply committed christian 
families based in North india or central india for their daughter, 
38 years, bachelor of Journalism and Mass communication, MA 

(Sociology), working as a freelance content Writer for over 
20 companies. committed family who have a born again and 

committed son, who would become active team member towards 
god’s Kingdom, and be a model to committed christian families, 

may send detailed bio data and a brief note about his purpose  
of marriage.  

for details, contact:  
9425320598, 9926880598

christian family invites a suitable marriage proposal for their 
daughter aged 44 yrs. 5.4 ft. god fearing slim fair, god fearing, M.D. 
(india) Dr.Ph. (USA) working as a research scientist in (US).

Desiring god fearing suitable boy may please contact  
with photos and all details to  

email iD. forhisgrace74@yahoo.com

christian family invites a suitable marriage proposal for their son 
aged 40 yrs. height 5.8 ft. god fearing, fair good looking, sound 

christian values. M.b.b.S. (b.U), M.P.h.  Working and also doing his 
Ph.D.at U.S.A. Desiring suitable girl should be in U.S.

Please contact with recent photos and with all details to  
email iD. believers4748@yahoo.com
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News

Wrongly Convicted Christian 
Released

(MSN): When bijaya Kumar 
Sanaseth went to jail more than 
10 and a half years ago for a 
murder in india that he did not 
commit, his mother was still alive 
and his oldest child was 9 years 
old. “i have not seen my children 
grow,” Sanaseth said between 
sobs, the second christian to 
be released on bail of the seven 
wrongly convicted of killing a 
hindu extremist leader.  “My six 
children were very young, with 
my youngest child, a girl, being 
1-year-old, and my oldest, a 
boy, was 9 years old. today the 
youngest is 12 and my oldest is 
20. Nobody can give me back the 
years that i have lost.”

Sanaseth and the six other 
christians were convicted in 
September 2013 of the murder of 
Swami Laxmanananda Saraswati, 
whose death on August 23, 
2008 touched off anti-Christian 
attacks that killed 120 people, 
destroyed nearly 6000 homes 
and displaced 55000 christians. 
Now 47, Sanaseth was released 
on bail, two months and six days 

after fellow convict gornath 
chalanseth was bailed out.

Millennials And The Bible

(CCN): there’s so much talk these 
days about so-called ‘millennials’. 
Millennials are the generation 
born between 1980 and 2000. 
they are ‘digital natives’, and 
the defining events of their 
lives include the oklahoma city 
bombing, 9/11, the War on terror, 
harry Potter, the great recession, 
and the birth of social media.

they are also the ‘biggest’ 
generation, some 78 million 
strong. on the whole, millennials 
tend to be sceptical of absolutes, 
and anyone or anything claiming 
to be the authority on life and 
the world. thus, they tend to be 
sceptical about the bible. only 9 
percent of millennials claim to 
read the bible on a daily basis, 
and only 30 percent believe that 
the old and New testaments are 
the word of god.

Hindu Nationalism 
Increasing

(MSN): the hindu nationalists 
shouting at christian leaders 
who were summoned to a police 
station in southern india asked 
what gave them the right to lead 
christian congregations in a 
hindu country. “Who gave you 
the permission to run a church in 
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a hindu country?” they shouted, 
falsely accusing the three church 
leaders in Muthapudupet, in the 
metropolitan area of chennai, 
tamil Nadu, of using foreign funds 
to convert hindus.

the approximately 200 hindu 
nationalists were waiting for 
ekklesia Pentecostal blessing 
church’s pastor Sekar, pastor Paul 
Kumaran of Yengaraja Yesuraja 
church and church leader Pandari 
bai of grace home church after 
they were summoned to the t8 
Muthapudupet police station. 
Leaders of the hindu nationalist 
hindu Makkal Katchi party (hindu 
People’s Party) warned them 
that there should be no christian 
worship in the area, Sekar said.

the hindu nationalist 
movement “seeks to purge india 
of everything non-hindu and 
ultimately to build a hindu nation 
with the bJP as its political arm,” 
thonhauser recently wrote in 
the catholic herald. “Needless to 
say, Christianity fits poorly into 
this nationalist concept.”

The Heart Must Change

(CH): America is in a spiritual 
decline with no recovery in 
sight. Many churches have a 
form of ‘microwave’ christianity: 
service times last just over an 
hour, prayer is glanced over, and 

worship is designed to entertain 
the masses. Many pastors avoid 
offending their audience and seek 
to be motivational rather than 
convicting. if we truly want to see 
revival, the face of the present-day 
church needs to change. granted, 
there are wonderful churches, 
but as a whole, we have drifted 
significantly off course.

Hallelujah Becomes Anthem 
For Hong Kong 

(CNN): even though only a small 
percentage hong Kong’s citizens 
profess to be christian, numerous 
online videos have captured 
crowds singing ‘Sing hallelujah to 
the Lord’ on the streets in recent 
months among protests against 
a bill that some fear would 
extradite residents to communist 
china. the protests – and singing 
– have continued as the calls have 
broadened into a wider demand 
for democracy in the region.

concerns have also been 
raised over how the move might 
affect Christians. Believers 
currently have freedom under 
the hong Kong bill of rights, but 
if china encroaches upon the 
territory, those liberties could 
be eroded. christians in china 
are increasingly persecuted 
and oppressed, and do not have 
religious freedom.
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HEBRON SCHOOL 
 
 

 
Hebron School is a Christian co-educational residential school founded in 1899. There are 360 students of nearly 30 
nationalities studying for the IGCSE and A Level examinations.  More than half the teaching staff are from other countries. 
Hebron is a lively, busy community in which gifts and talents of staff have ample opportunity for expression and 
development. We are looking for staff who come to work in Hebron with a sense of Christian calling and service.   

NON RESIDENTIAL ADMIN POSITIONS  
 (Residential post can be considered for eligible candidates) 
 
Accountant/Senior Accountant  - The job involves heading the accounts department and overseeing all aspects of 
finance. Qualification : Under-graduate or Post-graduate Degree  in Commerce/ Accounts. Experience : Minimum 20 
years if  graduate and 10 years if Post graduate. Candidates with experience as head of accounts or accountant in a 
school will be given preference. Knowledge of Tally, MS-Excel, basic computer operations, accounting procedures and 
practices including government compliance, Income tax, provident fund, ESI, FCRA, MIS and all aspects related to 
finance is essential. Should have experience in finalising the accounts upto balance sheet. Remuneration  Accountant – 
Rs 40000 – Rs. 50000. In addition Child education allowance between 120000 – 240000 p.a. 

Personal cum Public Relations Officer - Qualification: Undergraduate or Post- graduate degree in any 
discipline. Experience: 10-15 years as a Public relations or Personal officer. Candidates with experience as Public 
relations or Personal Officer in schools will be given preference. Should possess excellent communication skills in English 
and Tamil. Knowledge of matters related to Provident Fund, ESI, labour related issues, mandatory government norms 
regarding buildings, fire & safety  etc is a must. Basic computer skills needed. The ideal candidate will be responsible for 
liaising between all government offices and the school. Will be incharge of security and safety and all government 
related matters concerning the school, dealing with all matters related to Provident Fund and ESI and dealing with all 
domestic staff issues. Remuneration Rs. 50000 . In addition Child Education allowance between 120000  - 240000. 

System Administrator - Responsibilities. To maintain, upgrade and manage our Servers, software, hardware and 
networks. Install and configure servers, software and hardware. Manage network servers and technology tools.Set up 
accounts and workstations. Monitor performance and maintain systems according to requirements. Troubleshoot issues 
and outages. Ensure security through access controls, backups and firewalls. Upgrade systems with new releases and 
models. Develop expertise to train staff on new technologies. Build an internal wiki with technical documentation, 
manuals and IT policies. Requirements Proven experience as a System Administrator, Network Administrator or similar 
role. Experience with databases, networks (LAN, WAN) and patch management. Knowledge of system security (e.g. 
intrusion detection systems) and data backup/recovery. Ability to create scripts in Python, Perl, Shell, windows batch 
script or other language. Familiarity with various operating systems and platforms. Resourcefulness and problem-solving 
aptitude. Excellent communication skills. BSc/BE in Information Technology, Computer Science or a professional 
certification e.g. MCSA, MCSE, with at least 5 years’ experience. Experience with an Educational institution is an added 
advantage. Remuneration Rs. 50000 . In addition Child Education allowance between 120000  - 240000. 

Applicants should also have the following skills, qualifications and attributes: 

 Highly committed, practising Christians  
 Fluent in English  
 Be willing to participate fully in the life of a busy boarding school.  
 Residential staff should be willing to do duty outside working hours, 

including dorm parenting or dorm support. 
        Note:- Positions listed above are accurate as per the time of printing. 
 Applicants interested in other subjects please check the website for latest vacancies. 

 

Please contact the Human Resources Secretary for further details.                                                                          
Email: hr@hebronooty.org   Web: www.hebronooty.org      Phone: (+91) 423 2225820   Fax: (+91) 423 2441295 
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Light of Life 
Over 60 Years Of Ministry  

Through The Print Media

Contact:  
The Editor, Light of Life 

21, YMCA Road, Mumbai Central. Mumbai 400 008. 
Tel.:+91 22 23076941/23095656;  

Web: www.lightoflife-india.com 
Email: lightoflife2777@gmail.com;  

lightoflife1@rediffmail.com

Join In & Be Involved in this precious ministry

• PRAY for Light of Life’s ministry

• INTRODUCE Light of Life to others

• SUPPORT Light of Life financially through 
Gifts/Donations

Magazines

Books

Tracts


