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LETTERS

YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 
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Christian Dilemma

As soon as i receive the valuable 
magazine, i usually read the 
editorial and the articles with 
interest and dedication. this time 
(LoL August 2017), as i was going 
through some of the articles, 
like ‘Sweet psalmist of israel’ by 
Luke Vydhian, Kuruvilla chandy’s 
‘fellowship of christians part 
1’, where he mentions irregular 
attendance in the church, 
‘harassed and helpless’ by 
fredric Dawson, where he refers 
to matt.9:36, ‘how to get ready 
for persecution’ by Jebaveeran, 
where he describes the Lord Jesus 
Christ as the main sufferer, two 
instances came to my memory in 
my personal experience, having 
been saved about 55 years back 
and still trying to cope up with 
following christ.

firstly, i have found some of the 
aged, deformed and physically 
handicapped christian brothers 
and sisters who are troubled 
because they are unable to attend 
the church in spite of being 
very eager. one of the reasons, 
I have observed, is insufficient 
encouragement. people who take 
care of such people lack love and 
concern towards such people, 
and they are not dealing with 
patience and dedication. Some 
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people may be unable to get up 
or are bed-ridden. Sometimes 
i have advised such people to 
confidently pray after reading 
the word of god. in some cases, 
the pastor is reluctant to visit 
such people periodically, and 
spend time praying and instilling 
hope. in some cases, the youth 
ignore the precious word of god 
and advice of the elders due to 
preoccupation with technology.

Secondly, i have come across a 
hindu engineer attending some 
of the bible studies and classes 
which i was conducting some 
years back at the request of the 
local pastor. one day, he, out of 
curiosity and with love towards 
christ’s healing and salvation 
power, came along with his friends 
to participate in the communion. 
the pastor, when he came towards 
them, pointed his finger at the 
boy, telling him that he was not 
eligible to take communion along 
with his friends. Disappointed 
and dejected, the boy came and 
sat beside me, asked me whether 
the Lord Jesus would not accept 
him and save him among others? 
i was embarrassed and quietly 
told him that i would speak to the 
pastor and tell him that there was 
no harm in entertaining the boy 
at the moment and that later the 
pastor could have educated the 
boy ‘biblically’. i did talk to the 
pastor later, but he was reluctant. 
After some years, he confessed 

that i was correct. A similar 
instance happened again in the 
boy’s life. After some time, due to 
his parents’ compulsion, he got 
married to a hindu girl but is still 
continuing to be a witness for the 
Lord Jesus christ.

i am in a dilemma whether in 
such instances it would be right to 
advise people to quietly meditate 
on the word of god and ask god 
to forgive their incapability in 
attending the church due to 
various practical reasons.

i request the learned scholars 
of the Light of Life magazine and 
writers to throw light on this with 
a perspective based on the godly, 
biblical teaching.

P. D. Arthur Prasad,  Bangalore

Editor’s note: readers may wish 
to respond to this very briefly.

Insightful Articles

brother Vijay thangiah’s 
column (always edifying) has 
now assumed a new dimension ... 
that of creativity ... courtesy new 
column mode of packaging and 
presenting his thoughts.

god bless him and all the 
writers, whose insightful articles 
are in a way a reflection of their 
depth of relationship with the 
Lord.

Suresh Manoharan,  
Hyderabad
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Editorial

MAKING OF BOOKS

K  ing Solomon was one 
who explored vari-
ous     pleasures, hob-

bies, knowledge, ‘wisdom’, etc., as 
much as he wished to, because he 
had the means to do it as a king. 
but, at the end of it all, he came 
to the conclusion that it was all 
chasing after the wind and ulti-
mately a heap of vanity. None of 
the things he pursued had any 
lasting value, and he had to con-
cede that, finally, only God mat-
tered and man’s relationship to 
him. Unfortunately, he was per-
suaded by his many wives to go 
after other gods. but he could still 
not deny the fact that respecting 
and obeying god were the only 
worthwhile things any man could 
do (eccl.12:13,14).

one of the things Solomon rec-
ognised was the vanity of making 
books in countless numbers. “the 
writing of many books is endless, 
and excessive devotion to books 
is wearying to the body” (v.12). 
this has become truer now than 

ever before, with the disappear-
ing of the handwritten manu-
scripts, typed sheets of paper and 
manual type setting for print. the 
physical aspect of writing is now 
so easy, and editing and publish-
ing so routine. As a result, there is 
a glut of new books coming into 
the market every day. but taking 
a cue from Solomon, are all these 
books worth the effort of produc-
tion, and the money people spend 
in buying them? Sadly, no.

thinking only about christian 
books, there was a time when 
authors felt compelled by the 
Spirit to put down in writing what 
they had learned from him in 
order to share the message with 
the others. We can say that many 
of them were ‘inspired’ to write 
those books, seen from the fact 
that they have become ‘classics’ 
and survived even centuries to 
bless modern readers. many of 
them have been translated into 
many languages, because people 
have recognised their value. 
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Editorial
their message is still relevant for 
us even though their quaint old 
language may need revision.

but beginning sometime 
towards the end of the 20th 
century, books began to come 
out in large numbers; they stood 
out not for their contents, but for 
their advertising campaigns and 
the impressive titles and cover 
pages! the goal of many writers 
and the publishers seems to have 
changed from blessing the readers 
with the message to entering the 
bestseller lists. As the number 
of books multiplied, the value of 
the contents plummeted down. 
matter which could have been 
expressed in ten pages now 
takes two hundred. it is bloated 
up with larger fonts, greater line 
spacing, attractive layouts with 
a smattering of catchy graphics, 
bullet points, space for notes, 
etc. people are so impressed, 
with how the books look and the 
commendations that have been 
given on the cover, that they do 
not realise they are not getting 
value for their money.

Anyone who has been in 
‘ministry’ for some time feels 
compelled to bring out a book 
in keeping with his or her 
status. big names even get ghost 
writers to do the hard work and 
just add their ‘signature’ to it. 
catchy titles, clever organisation 
of ideas into ‘easy steps’ and 

easy-to-remember acronyms, 
descriptive stories, testimonies 
and worksheets make things 
simple and manageable for even 
lazy readers. At the end of it all, 
the whole subject matter could 
have been condensed into an 
‘abstract’ if there was one!

ideas that have not been tried 
out are presented to the readers 
as if they were god’s truths. 
teachings that have not stood the 
test of checking with the bible 
are brought out glibly and in a 
convincing manner. the appeal 
of the author’s fame makes many 
books become popular without 
having to substantiate the claims 
made in the advertisements. 
Sometimes publishing companies 
pay prominent people to write on 
subjects which the publisher’s 
marketing division decides are 
going to sell well, even if the 
authors have not been inspired 
to do so or have exercised 
themselves with those subjects 
(heb.5:14). Authors write about 
what the people would like to 
read, rather than what they need 
to hear. the result is the ‘making 
of many books’ which only result 
in the ‘weariness of the body’!

from the point of view of 
technology, we also see a trend 
moving away from the printed 
page to e-books. on the other 
hand, people prefer watching 
DVDs to reading books – printed 
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or electronic – to get information. 
DVDs are played on DVD players, 
and DVD drives themselves are 
no longer standard equipment 
in laptop computers. Videos are 
downloaded from the internet 
or copied through USb drives 
or bluetooth. Smartphones are 
the most popular end platforms, 
especially among the young. 
Web pages on the internet are 
now designed for fast download 
(cutting down the size of the 
material) and the small display 
screens of the phones. ‘heavy 
stuff’ containing lots of reading 
material and graphics are no 
longer ‘mobile friendly’. As 
the smartphone display size 
has become standardised to 
between 5 to 6 inches diagonally, 
more people prefer to use their 
multifunction capability rather 
than additionally invest in larger 
sized tablets or e-readers. All 
this is pointing to the direction of 
keeping things short and simple. 
but what happens to resources 
required for in depth studies? 
At the moment, serious students 
still depend on printed books.

today’s people seem to be in a 
hurry to get knowledge served to 
them in the easiest practical way 
and also in an easily digestible 
form. the general pressure of 
life has something to do with this 
trend. but it may also indicate 
that people have no desire or 
motivation to take the trouble 

to chew over truth and digest 
them. As a result, books that are 
being prepared for them tend 
to be shallow in content so that 
people can consume them quickly 
without effort.

When it comes to young people, 
there seems to be a general 
aversion to reading, starting 
from childhood. most of them 
are tech-savvy, and grow up with 
smartphones, computer screens 
and tV. parents, who are being 
beleaguered by the pressures of 
life and the consequent shortage 
of time and patience, tend to 
direct the children away to the 
quick fix of such media. So here we 
have a set of youngsters growing 
up without much interest to read, 
even in school or college, and 
their literacy levels are abysmally 
low when it comes to the bible 
and christian books.

When christians come across 
this situation, some of them 
focus on how to make better use 
of technology to reach children 
and young people. though this is 
commendable in itself, is it also 
not necessary to take other steps 
to ensure that these youngsters 
get a special push to ‘read’ books, 
especially the bible? Without 
this, it might become difficult for 
them to proceed later to deeper 
level studies that can equip them 
for their own spiritual growth. 
parents need to pay special 
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attention to this aspect, as also 
Sunday school teachers, youth 
leaders and pastors.

At the same time, some 
attention needs to be given to 
identifying christian books that 
are helpful for spiritual growth at 
different levels from among the 
large numbers that are coming 
out. here, churches have to look 
beyond the parochial scope of 
their own literature to what 
godly people from all over the 
world have written. many of the 
older books are available for free 
on the internet, and others can 
be collected in libraries for the 
benefit of the people. One way a 
pastor can encourage people to 
read such books is by referring to 
material from such books in his 
sermons and creating an interest 
in his listeners.

We know that practically every 
aspect of a godly life is under 
attack these days, and in many 
ways the standard of the church 
and its people is going down. 
those who can see this happening 
need to pay attention in order to 
try and arrest the tendency to fall 
away. “be on your guard so that 
you are not carried away by the 
error of unprincipled men and 
fall from your own steadfastness” 
(2pet.3:17). We also have a 
responsibility to pass on to the 
younger generation the vision 
and understanding that god has 
given through the centuries to 
his servants who have written 
them down.

Jacob Ninan

To learn strong faith is to endure great trials. I have learned my faith 
by standing firm amid severe testings.                  - George Mueller

Stand firm in the Lord. Stand firm and let Him fight your battle. Do 
not try to fight alone.                                                 - Francine Rivers

Lord, give me firmness without hardness, steadfastness without 
dogmatism, love without weakness.                                     -Jim Elliot

God knows our situation; He will not judge us as if we had 
no difficulties to overcome. What matters is the sincerity and 
perseverance of our will to overcome them.                     - C.S. Lewis

Quotable Quotes
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BEAUTY IN ONE’S FEET
The feet of those who carry the good news of peace  

are the most beautiful.

the Syrian army had 
besieged the city of 
Samaria. their strategy 

was to stop food and other 
essential supplies into the city in 
order to conquer it. the people of 
israel, inside the city, had a very 
tough time finding food to eat 
and survive. After the initial food 
stocks were gone, they survived 
for some time by eating the birds 
and even their donkeys. finally, 
the famine became so severe that 
they even started killing their 
kids and eating them. the King of 
israel was very depressed with all 
this. he blamed god for doing this 
evil, and said he would never pray 
to him for their relief (2Kgs.6:33).

the prophet elisha counselled 
the king to have faith in god and 
prophesied that the Lord was 
going to reverse the situation by 
the same time the next day, by 
providing abundant food to the 
people in the city. With death 
permeating everywhere in the 
form of famine within the city 
and at the hands of enemies 
outside the city, neither the king 
nor the royal officers believed 
the prophet’s words. “is the Lord 
going to open the windows of 

heaven to do it?” a cynical royal 
officer asked. God will not go back 
on His word just because people 
choose not to believe Him. Whether 
people believe Him or not, God will 
go ahead with His plans and do 
His works.

god created confusion among 
the Syrian armies, who had 
besieged the people of god in 
Samaria. he made the hosts of the 
Syrian army hear the blaring noise 
of charging chariots, horses and 
hosts of enemies in the night. the 
Syrian armies just fled fearing for 
their lives, leaving huge amounts 
of food in their tents. thanks 
to the Lord’s doing, by the next 
day as prophesied by elisha, the 
enemies had vanished, and there 
were huge quantities of food 
available outside the city. but the 
besieged people of god continued 
to starve and live in ‘fear of 
death’, unaware that the Lord had 
already redeemed them from it. 
they could not comprehend what 
the Lord had done for them due 
to their faithlessness. Famine, no 
doubt, was their great tragedy. But 
the greater tragedy was, there was 
so much of food freely available 
outside the city and yet they were 
starving unaware of it. the beauty 
of the Lord’s doing was that, in 

T. A. PRABHU KIRAN
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the midst of the terrible famine, 
he had set a table of sumptuous 
food for his children in the very 
tents of their enemies (psa.23:5).

the Lord will not forsake his 
people but rescue them and he 
can do any miracle. the Lord 
does not perform miracles to 
prove his power, as he does not 
have to prove himself to anyone. 
But He demonstrates His power by 
performing miracles in our lives 
to show how much He loves us. 
Now, who will carry this ‘good 
news’ to the sulking and suffering 
israelites inside the city, that 
there is food outside the city?

people around the world today 
still remain condemned of sin not 
knowing that the Lord has already 
redeemed every sinner by dying 
on the cross at calvary long back! 
Who will carry this good news? 
When kings, nobles, intellectuals 
and people with great abilities 
do not believe him, he will use 
even the lepers to carry the ‘good 
news’ of his work!

there were four lepers starving 
at the town gate of Samaria. Since 
the food was not coming from the 
city, they wanted to try their luck 
with the enemies camping around. 
They were astonished to find that 
the enemies were no longer there 
and a lot of food was left behind by 
them in the tents. excited at this 
unexpected treat, they feasted 
on it, ate the food to their heart’s 

content and were making merry. 
but then they realised that when 
people within the city were dying 
of starvation, it was improper 
for them to enjoy all the food by 
themselves. they ‘ran’ to the city 
with the ‘good news’ and made 
it known to people that the Lord 
had indeed fulfilled His promise 
and redeemed them from every 
fear. 

the Lord brought solace and 
relief to the starving multitudes 
this way through some lepers! the 
world thinks that the face is the 
most beautiful part of the human 
body. but the Lord says the feet 
of the people who carry the good 
news of peace are most beautiful. 
We are all used to running around 
for the sake of ourselves and our 
families. but there is nothing 
great about it, neither are they 
beautiful in any way. but there 
are people who strive to bring 
blessings to others by carrying 
the ‘good news’ and the Lord says 
their feet are the most beautiful 
in the world. No wonder the Lord 
says, “how beautiful are the feet 
of those who preach the good 
news!” (rom.10:14,15).

T. A. Prabhu Kiran  
is a journalist-turned-
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Since time immemorial, 
failing to be faithful has 
led many people to be-

come irreligiously deceitful. be-
sides, it has caused many people 
to lose their friends, spouses, 
jobs/careers, etc. even today,  
such problems are widely preva-
lent. this reality communicates  
the fact that the quality of  ‘faith-
fulness’ is crucial in our lives. 
People may have different un-
derstanding of the term ‘faithful-
ness’. however, the bible teaches 
clearly on this subject.

Meaning 

Looking at the bible, as William 
D. mounce and his colleagues re-
mark, the terms muna and met are 
used in the old testament (ot) to 
refer to ‘faithfulness’. these he-
brew words do not merely mean 
faithfulness, because the richness 
of these terms goes beyond: the 
former also strongly implies the 
idea of trustworthiness, and in-
tegrity (Deut.32:4;Lam.3:23), and 

FOUR REASONS WHY 
YOU MUST HAVE  

FAITHFULNESS
Faithfulness is about being responsible, accountable, 
committed, consistent, and truthful about oneself.

WORRING KASHUNG the latter, the notion of trustwor-
thiness, absolute reliability, com-
plete integrity, or truth – accurate 
expression of reality (gen.42:16; 
Deut.13:14; 1Kgs.17:24; Jer.9:5). 
both terms are used in the context 
of moral language in relation to  
god. in fact, the ot explicitly  
affirms faithfulness as God’s at-
tribute  (exo.34:6; Neh.9:33; 
psa.36:5;117:2;119:90). in the 
New testament (Nt), we have 
the term pistis (normally trans-
lated as: belief, trust, and confi-
dence) which implies the idea of 
faithfulness or trustworthiness. 
Jesus accused the scribes and the 
pharisees for lacking such quali-
ties (Matt.23:2ff). Paul asserts 
that faithfulness should be a mark 
of christ’s followers (gal.5:22). 
thus, as far as the ot and the Nt 
are concerned, faithfulness gives 
no room for insincerity, unreli-
ability, and untruthfulness. in 
other words, it does not compro-
mise on owning up one’s respon-
sibilities to make one trustwor-
thy, reliable, and truthful.
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in the light of the above, one 
can define faithfulness as one’s 
sincere accountability towards 
one’s responsibilities – be it re-
sponsibilities related to one’s re-
lationship with god, with other 
people, or with one’s career/
job. this realisation is critical, 
because when a person feels un-
compromisingly accountable to 
oneself, he becomes consciously 
dedicated to what he is supposed 
to own up. this intentional deci-
sion to stay committed further 
yields persistency in one’s per-
formance. And when a person 
becomes loyally accountable, 
committed, and perseveringly 
consistent in what he is supposed 
to own up, there is no room for 
manipulation. thus, this chain of 
activities causes one to become 
truthful to himself – not sup-
pressing his moral ability, to oth-
ers, and ultimately to god.

Looking at biblical history, we 
have a number of god’s faithful 
children – Noah, Abraham, mary, 
Jesus’ mother – who owned 
up their responsibility, stayed 
unshakably committed to their 
mission, persistently performed 
at their best by being truthful 
to themselves, to others, and to 
god. And as per biblical teaching 
(Lk.16:10;gal.5:22), we, who 
are god’s children, are asked to 
possess this quality of faithfulness 
and live out the same.

Significance

here are four basic reasons 
why we should consider owning 
this quality. 

1. Faithfulness Cements One’s 
Relationship With God

making a claim to believe in 
god is to personally relate with 
him. Nonetheless, in order to 
have a genuine relationship 
with god, one needs to truly 
realise his responsibilities and 
should concretise the same. Such 
consciousness is critical because 
one can never love god without 
fulfilling his duty. And the truthful 
act of fulfilling one’s duty begins 
only when he starts performing 
the task faithfully.

2. Faithfulness Earns Others’ 
Trust

trust cannot be given to anyone 
just like that. Likewise, you can-
not simply expect or compel any-
one to trust you. the only way is 
to earn it yourself – you have to 
earn others’ trust. And it is best 
attained by dint of faithful deeds. 
but when you have earned it, the 
best part is; you will be: i) Valued: 
people will respect you for they 
know your worth, ii) Depended: 
people will come to you  (with   
their struggles) for help because 
they have confidence in you, iii) 
Cared: People will sacrificially 
invest their time, energy, and re-
sources on you for they know  
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that you are truthful and depend-
able, and iv) you will be reward-
ed with a genuine relationship – 
trust, a critical component in any 
form of relationship is reserved 
only for the faithful people.

3. Faithfulness Breeds Success

Normally, achieving something 
great is not earned by dint of less 
effort. Instead, it takes a real hard 
slog. And hard work never hap-
pens unless a person begins do-
ing one’s task faithfully. mother 
teresa said, “i do not pray for suc-
cess. i ask for faithfulness.” Unlike 
her, many of us start our prayer  
by asking for success. however, 
prior to success, what we need 
is faithfulness. the truth is, any  
great reward is always a fruit of 
faithful action(s). remember, the 
secret of one’s success depends 
on one’s faithful engagement in 
his daily activities. Also, faith-
fulness is not performing only 
once. rather, it is about being 
consistently persistent in what 
one is supposed to do – starting 
from small to great – especially 
for those who are in a challeng-
ing position to make a beginning; 
you do not have to be great when 
you start off. You start off to be 
great. You just have to be faithful 
throughout the process.

4. Faithfulness Serves As The 
Bedrock Of Integrity

integrity demands one’s truth-

fulness to himself, to others, and 
to god. And a person can never 
attain such level of maturity unless 
she/he is faithful. it is because, 
as remarked above, faithfulness 
is about being accountable to 
oneself, to one’s responsibilities  
in relation to other people, and 
to god, which gives no room for 
deceitfulness. thus, even when 
nobody is around, a faithful 
person will never take the 
advantage of others’ absence and 
suppress one’s conscience to do 
what is immoral.

overall, faithfulness is about 
being responsible, accountable, 
committed, consistent, and truth-
ful in owning up oneself. it is fun-
damentally important because 
the more faithful one becomes  
i) one will have deeper relation-
ship with god, ii) one will earn 
greater trust from others, iii) one 
will attain greater accomplish-
ment, and iv) one will become 
more truthful. to be faithful is 
not an event, rather, it is one’s life 
journey. hence, do not wait for a 
big responsibility to prove your 
faithfulness. remember, faithful-
ness in a small thing is a great 
thing.

Worring Khangaa Kashung  
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the disciples of Jesus were 
always inquisitive about 
many things. Now and 

then they asked about knowing 
about life after death and many 
other issues. Jesus explained 
them in his own way and 
simplified whatever He taught.
in matthew 18, Jesus’ disciples 
asked him, “Who is the greatest 
in the kingdom of god?”

this question was not easy to 
answer. None of us can answer 
this question. only the one who 
descended from heaven can 
answer it. Jesus had descended 
from heaven and could answer 
well. he called a little child; it is 
not clear if it was a boy or girl, 
but it was a child. he set the child 
in the midst of them, and said, 
“Verily, i say unto you, except you 
be converted, and become as little 
children, you shall not enter into 
the kingdom of heaven.”

Jesus clearly says that unless 
one has purity, sincerity and 
holiness, like that of a child, one 

WHO IS THE GREATEST IN 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD?

The great message of Jesus for us is to be simple, pure,  
kind and full of love like children.

ARNY ROBERTS can’t get into the kingdom of 
heaven. What can one learn from 
a child so that he can become like 
him? The first is purity of heart 
and mind. Shakespeare says in 
one of his plays, “the child is the 
father of man.” though i was a 
student of english literature then, 
i could not understand why he 
said so. but now i think he was 
right. A child teaches many good 
things to those who want to learn 
from life itself. 

purity of heart draws us near 
god. the word of god says, 
“those who are pure in heart will 
see god” (matt.5:8). impure, dirty 
and filthy minds will not see Him. 
Who possesses the pure heart? 
of course, a child. Unless one has 
that kind of purity, he will not be 
able to see god, or, we can say, 
he won’t be considered great in 
heaven.

A Child Is Unselfish

Most people are selfish. They  
are so selfish that they always 
think of their welfare, their de-
mands to be fulfilled and their 
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benefits. They don’t care for oth-
ers, while the scripture says, “but 
ye, brethren, be not weary in well 
doing” (2thes.3:13). it also says, 
“As we have therefore opportuni-
ty, let us do good unto all men, es-
pecially unto them who are of the 
household of faith” (gal.6:10).

i have always found children 
unselfish. You must have also 
noticed that when you find their 
tiffinbox empty, you express 
pleasure that he has 
finished his food items. 
but your child says, 
“food was too much 
for me to eat, so i gave 
it to my friends.” he 
believes in sharing his 
food with others. this is 
unselfishness. This characteristic 
must be learnt from children. if 
we develop this mentality, that 
will make us comfortable in the 
kingdom of heaven.

A Child Is Truthful

Jesus said, “i am the way, the 
truth and the life.” When Jesus 
is the truth, why should his 
followers be false, liars and 
counterfeit? most people don’t 
take it seriously to be truthful in 
life. they enjoy telling lies and 
fooling others. their lives seem 
to be absorbed with lies. but 
god hates liars, deceivers and 
deceitful persons. children don’t 

have such kind of deceitfulness 
and a liar-some character. they 
always speak the truth.

once a District education of-
ficer (DEO) went to inspect the 
school activities. it was a high-
er Secondary School. Unlike 
other Deos, he did not go into 
the classroom to see how the  
teachers were teaching. he sim-
ply called one student from each 
class and inquired of them about 

the activities of the 
school. these stu-
dents, without any 
fear, plainly explained 
each and every thing 
about the school. the 
Deo came to the con-
clusion that the school 

was in a bad condition. Students 
were not satisfied with the school 
administration and teaching. 
children never tell lies, because 
they are pure at heart and they 
have no fear of telling the truth. 
We, as christians, should adopt 
this truthfulness.

A Child Is Impartial

partiality is the most common 
weakness of human beings. 
christians are also in the grip 
of this weakness. We know well 
that Jesus christ was not partial 
to anyone and he also did not 
fear anyone. this virtue can be 
seen in children of any caste or 

God hates liars, 
deceivers and deceitful 

persons. Children 
don’t have such kind 
of deceitfulness and a 
liar-some character. 
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creed. they don’t even know 
what partiality is? right from the 
beginning, in the old testament,  
partiality has been the main 
drawback of human beings. 
We see that rebekah favoured  
her son Jacob more than their 
elder son esau. cunningly, in the 
disguise of esau, Jacob received  
all the blessings of his father  
which were the right of his older 
brother (gen. 27).  
mostly, parents love 
their younger son or  
daughter more than 
elder ones. this is 
also partiality. What 
does the word of 
god say? “god so  
loved the world that he gave 
his only begotten son so that 
whosoever believe on him may 
not perish, but have everlasting 
life.”

Jesus, the Saviour, did not die 
for selected persons, but for the 
whole mankind. had he been 
partial to some people, leaving 
others aside, think what would 
have happened? partiality is a 
sin.

A Child Is Innocent

Innocence is the identification 
of a child. No vague thoughts in his 
mind, no destructive planning, no 
harmful feelings for other, but his 
simplicity and plain thoughts win 

our hearts. if we want to become 
dear to god, we should have such 
an innocent heart within us. Look 
at children, they never harbour 
scorn or enmity against anyone, 
but they are loving towards all 
who come in contact with them. 
they don’t despise thinking that 
a certain man is poor, or of low 
caste. they don’t have any racial 
thought in their minds. they 

just want to love all 
who come in contact 
with them. have 
you closely watched 
children who play in 
a group? they make 
no discrimination 
with whom they are 

playing?. Whether he belongs 
to a higher caste or lower? they 
enjoy their game and feel happy.
the word of god says, “Who may 
ascend unto the hill of the Lord or 
who may stand in his holy place? 
he who has clean hands and pure 
heart” (Psa.24:3,4). Yes, you must 
have that sort of cleanliness and 
purity in your heart, like that of 
a child. then only we can inherit 
the place in the kingdom of god.

A Child Is Calm And Quiet In 
His Soul

though many children are 
notorious, this is not a vice but a 
virtue. A happy and healthy child 
is playful, jolly and notorious. this 

you must have that 
sort of cleanliness and 
purity in your heart, 
like that of a child. 
Then only we can 

inherit the place in the 
kingdom of God.
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naughtiness pleases everyone. 
if psychologically we peep into 
a child’s life, we find a hidden 
calmness and quietness in his 
soul. the writer of psalms says, 
“Surely i have calmed and quieted 
my soul, like a weaned child with 
his mother; like a weaned child 
is my soul within me” 
(131:2). this verse 
is a clear message 
to those who wish 
to be the greatest in 
the kingdom of god; 
in the sight of god, 
they should be calm and quiet 
in their soul, but zealous in their 
works related to preaching the 
word of god. the apostle paul 
was very zealous when he said,“i 
can do anything by his (Jesus) 
strength.”

“those who are wise shall 
shine like the brightness of 
the firmament. And those who 
turn many to righteousness 
like the stars forever and ever” 
(Dan.12:3).

A Child Never Deceives

The most significant trait of 
a child is his plain truthfulness. 
this very feature provokes in him 
the virtue of not deceiving any-
one. people, who don’t harbour 
any jealousy or ill feeling about 
others, are never deceivers. they 
fear god. they respect the feel-

ings of others. god hates liars and 
deceivers.

in this present world, the 
environment around us is 
very dangerous. Not only is 
the environment polluted, but 
the minds of people are full of 
selfish motives - people with 

evil thoughts, deceit, 
money minded and 
with many other vices. 
but even then, amid 
these evil-minded 
people, there are 

saint-like people, pure at heart, 
fearless, honest, god-fearing, 
helping and righteous. child-
like simplicity can make people 
perfect human beings as well as 
the true servants of god. When 
mothers of a town brought their 
little children to Jesus that he 
might put his hands on them and 
pray, disciples rebuked them. 
but Jesus said, “Let the little 
children come to me and do not 
forbid them, for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven.” this is the 
great message of Jesus for us to 
be simple, pure, kind and full of 
love like children.

Arny Roberts  
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Child-like simplicity 
can make people 

perfect human beings 
as well as the true 

servants of God.
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THE MOUNTAIN TOO 
HIGH TO CLIMB

By coming into a relationship with Jesus Christ any one can attain 
a relationship with God and live eternally in the presence of God.

for nine years, we lived in 
a small mountain town, 
located in the foothills of 

the himalayas. During this time, 
we travelled to different mountain 
areas. At one time, we took a 
bus for two days and reached a 
small village in the mountains. 
from there we walked three 
miles, crossing a valley filled 
with beautiful flowers known as 
the Valley of flowers situated at 
about 10,000 ft. elevation. then 
we began climbing up a steep 
mountain crossing numerous 
glaciers. After hours of trekking 
about four miles and climbing 
about 4000 ft., we finally reached 
the top, at 14,000 ft. there we 
saw a beautiful lake surrounded 
by mountain peaks and fed by 
glaciers. this place is called 
hemkund, literally, bowl of ice. 
there on the top of the mountain, 
was a temple. Approximately 
150,000 pilgrims travel to 
hemkund every year.

on every mountain peak you 
climb in the himalayan mountain 
range, you will see a temple. peo-

IMANUEL G. CHRISTIAN ple go there, not for the natural  
beauty and the joy of being sur-
rounded by god’s awesome cre-
ation, but for a pilgrimage. We vis-
ited other places such as gangotri 
(10,200 ft.), badrinath (10,170 
ft.) and Kedarnath (11,755 ft.).  
All these mountaintop venues 
have major temples and are pil-
grimage destinations. 

many civilisations are notable 
for mountain top temples. the 
incas built their temples on 
high mountain peaks and steep 
slopes. the mesopotamians built 
ziggurats and the Khmers built 
temples on mountains. taoists 
and buddhists also built their 
temples on high mountain peaks 
and ridges. Some are located on 
mountain slopes, so steep that 
access is very difficult.

the ancient canaanites and oth-
er nations worshipped the heav-
enly bodies and their idols upon 
hills, mountains, and artificial el-
evations. the israelites were com-
manded to destroy these places 
of idol worship, but instead, they 
imitated the heathens and wor-
shipped the idols at high places 
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(1Kgs.11:7;2Kgs.17:10,11).   these 
places of worship were known 
as the bamah (high places, used 
105 times in the old testament  
including Num. 33:52; Lev. 26:30; 
Jer. 32:35; eze. 20:29. 

clearly, mountains have an 
important place in spirituality.    
the use of mountains and high 
places for worship is so wide-
spread as to be almost universal. 
from the dawn of civilisation, 
man has somehow 
imagined that the 
higher you climb, the 
closer you are to god. 
it is as if god is sitting 
on top of a high moun-
tain and, by climbing 
that mountain you can 
reach god. the an-
cient greeks believed 
that their gods lived 
on mount olympus. the hindus 
believe that mahameru (great 
mountain) is the abode of gods. 
the ancients often looked to the 
skies and believed their gods re-
sided there. As the gods lived in 
the heavens, places that were 
closer to the gods would have 
been considered as sacred.

Not only is there a belief that 
the higher you climb the closer 
you are to the gods, but also 
the higher you climb the more 
significant you are. The closer to 
the stars, sun and moon you get, 
the more significant you become. 

by climbing physically higher, 
man has imagined becoming 
spiritually greater; not just being 
closer to god, but being more like 
god; attaining more of his power 
and spiritual attributes. towers 
serve this purpose as do many 
other tall structures. biblically, 
the tower of babel served this 
purpose, “then they said, ‘come, 
let us build ourselves a city, with a 
tower that reaches to the heavens, 

so that we may make a 
name for ourselves’” 
(gen.11:4).

there is a god shaped 
vacuum in the human 
heart. man aspires 
to a loftier position 
and become like god. 
Knowing that, Satan, 
while attempting to 
usurp the place and 

position of god, tempted Adam 
and eve to satisfy that same 
aspiration. referring to the fruit 
from the tree in the midst of 
the garden of eden, Satan said, 
“When you eat from it your eyes 
will be opened, and you will be 
like god” (gen.3:5).

Futile Attempts

All world religions are man’s 
futile attempts to reach god. but 
if god is really god, a Supreme 
Being, transcendent, infinite, over 
and above every created thing, 
including humans, any attempt 

by climbing physically 
higher, man has 

imagined becoming 
spiritually greater; not 

just being closer to 
God, but being more 
like God; attaining 

more of His power and 
spiritual attributes.
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to physically reach god will leave 
a person frustrated and unsure 
of what is possible. god says, “As 
the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways higher than 
your ways and my thoughts than 
your thoughts” (isa.55:9). if god 
were seated on a high mountain, 
no one could reach him.

The only way a finite being could 
reach god, and have 
access to the infinite 
and transcendent god, 
is if god himself came 
down to the human 
level and made himself 
accessible. the only 
way man can know god, can have 
a relationship with him, is if god 
revealed himself to man.

And that is exactly what god 
has done in Jesus christ. the 
creator of all the universe 
became flesh, incarnated Himself 
in human body and made his 
dwelling among people (Jn.1:1-
3,14). instead of man trying to 
reach god and failing miserably, 
god himself reached down to 
man. there is no other way for 
man to reach him or to have the 
relationship with him, apart from 
Jesus christ as god’s provision.

Unique Christ

A few years ago, i received a 
christmas card. on the outside 
of the card there were pictures 
of some of the most prominent 

men of history: Alexander the 
great, Julius caesar, hitler, Lenin, 
Napoleon, mao, maharshi mahesh 
Yogi and Buddha. The caption 
over those pictures read: “history 
is crowded with men who would 
be gods.” opening the card inside 
is the picture of baby Jesus in the 
cradle and the caption that reads: 
“but only one god who would be 

man.”
this is what makes 

christianity unique 
among all the world 
religions: instead of 
man trying to reach 

god and failing miserably, god 
reached down to man and made 
himself accessible to whoever 
wants to come into relationship 
with him through Jesus christ. 
christianity is not a religion, but 
a relationship with god through 
Jesus christ. god so loved people 
that he provided the way of 
salvation, the way to come into a 
relationship with him, by sending 
Jesus christ into the world. by 
first coming into a relationship 
with Jesus christ any one can 
attain the relationship with god 
and live eternally in the presence 
of god. 

Imanuel G. Christian  
lives in the U.S. and is 
involved in writing a 

commentary on the Book 
of Romans.

The only way man can 
know God, can have 
a relationship with 

Him, is if God revealed 
Himself to man.
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Applications are invited for biblical theological education from 
committed christian men and women who are born-again and have 
a call of god for ministry.
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Medium of 
Instruction

Eligibility
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equivalent
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 Spiritual environment  field ministry    

 Qualified teachers  furnished hostels

 computerized library  computer Lab with internet facilities

classes begin in June and end in march. prospectus and application 
forms are available throughout the Year. Send Rs. 100/- by Money 
order for the prospectus and application form.

A Master’s Degree in Divinity (M.DIV) through Global School of 
Learning (GSOL), Bangalore. those willing to apply should have 
completed an AtA Accredited bachelor in theology (b.th)

mailing Address : the Academic Dean, buntain theological college, 
125/1, park Street, Kolkata 700017

campus Situated at : A.g. mission, Konchowki, p.S. bishnupur, Dist. 
24 parganas (S), Joka, West bengal - 743503

Contact #  (033)65003027,  
e-mail: btckolkata@gmail.com / anil@agcal.org

*ATA Accredited Courses

The Assembly of God Church

BUNTAIN THEOLOGICAL  
COLLEGE

The Right College for the Right Preparations in Christian Ministry
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FORBIDDEN FRUIT

eve, eve, where are you?
Why are you going around the tree of the forbidden fruit?
Didn’t god tell us to stay away?

i am just looking, nothing wrong in looking - is there?
the woman saw – she got too close. 
it was good for food, pleasant to the eyes, desirable to make one 

wise.
She ate and found she was naked.
“You will surely die.”
of course she died as god had said - she died a thousand deaths. 
A permanent separation from the presence of god.
how awful to reap the consequences of disobedience – for eternity.
David, David what are you doing?
Why are you up on the terrace of your palace, when your troops are 

at the war-front?
You are at the wrong place, at the wrong time.
What are you looking at, David?
A beautiful woman bathing – bathsheba, wife of Uriah.
You are looking at forbidden fruit, she belongs to another.
turn away quickly David, before it is too late.
oh no! David, you have committed adultery, and now, covering it up 

with murder.
how could you stoop so low, David?
You, a man after God’s own heart (Acts13:22)?
being close to god does not guarantee, you can look at forbidden 

fruit and be safe. 
David, you overpowered goliath with just a sling and pebble.

CHRISTIANA JOSEPH
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Now you have been overpowered by just a look. 
“Who is this uncircumcised philistine, that he should defy the armies 

of the living god” (1Sam.17:26). 
this David – the anointed man of god was a target for the devil, 

to defy god by his wrong choice.
The devil identified his weak spot and aimed. 
David did not allow the word to control him, but allowed his passions 

to overpower him.
Dear child of god, are you looking at forbidden fruit right now? 
turn away quickly, or you will be reaching out for it – pleasant to the 

eyes, pleasant to the flesh. 
The devil plays on your feelings, to fulfil your desires, immediate 

gratification. 
he never reveals the complete picture – adultery, pregnancy, an 

illegitimate child and a cover up murder. 
David had to pay a heavy price – his own son tried to kill him, 
Violence and immorality hounded his entire family. 
mercifully, David accepted his guilt, repented and turned back to 

god.
he cried in anguish, “have mercy on me, o god. Wash me from my 

iniquity and cleanse me from my sin” (psa.51). 
“thy word have i hid in my heart that i may not sin against thee” 

(psa.119:11). 
how many of us are involved in adultery of the heart, without 

touching the person? (matt.5:28). 
how many times have i committed the crime in my head? 
With a touch of my fingers, I have access to all the filthy pictures of 

pornography on my smartphone.
I am not hurting anyone, am I? Never play with fire – you will be 

burnt badly. 
When in doubt – don’t.
Never be found in a compromising situation.
Now, how do i get out of this mess? 
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firstly, i must accept i have sinned, i am wrong and – i need help. 
reach out, confess your sin to Jesus, ask for cleansing through the 

blood of Jesus. 
for the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty in god to 

the pulling down of strongholds (2cor.10:4).
Jesus said, deny yourself, take up the cross and follow me 

(matt.16:24). 
Deny your passion and lustful appetite for sinful pleasures.
Jesus is the perfect example for us to follow. 
Study the gospels, let the word soak into your mind and fill up all the 

empty spaces. 
how did Jesus overcome? Jesus was a man “in all points tempted as 

we are, yet without sin” (heb.4:15). 
Jesus fasted and prayed forty days (matt.4:2). 
Jesus used the word as a sword to counter the attacks of the devil 

(matt.4:4). 
Jesus prayed in gethsemane till he sweated drops of blood 

(Lk.22:44). 
have i ever resisted evil and prayed so earnestly? 
today, choose whom you will serve. 
flee from evil. make a clean break from wrong friends, wrong sites 

on your phone. 
Stay away from wrong places, which induce you to do wrong. 
be accountable to someone, a person you can trust who will pray 

with you and for you in confidence. 
Always maintain your Quiet time, of prayer and personal bible 

study.
Lord god Almighty, i consecrate my life anew to you.

Christiana Joseph  
is a clinical sonologist in 

Tanjore, Tamil Nadu, and is 
also involved in Evangelical 

Union ministry and 
the Gideons.



30Light of Life october 2017

Invites applications for the following programmes for 2018-2019:

 Bachelor of Divinity (4 years)

 Eligibility: a recognised degree in any discipline
 Master of Theology (2 years)

 old testament, New testament, christian theology, christian 
ministry (general, counselling, education),  and missiology

 Eligibility: bD from the Senate of Serampore college with ‘b’ grade 
or equivalent (overall + area of specialisation)

 Doctor of Theology (Old Testament)

 Eligibility:  mth in old testament from the Senate of Serampore 
college with ‘b’ grade or equivalent. Kindly apply for cet conducted 
by Senate of Serampore.
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•    Serving the indian, Asian, and global church since 1953
•    32-Strong core teaching faculty (most with phD/Dth)
•    bible-centered where christ holds preeminence
•    Academic Climate for intellectual enquiry and personal growth
•    Personalised research and writing facility with Wi-fi connection
•    caring residential community and open communication

for application forms send rs. 700/- by m.o. or DD payable to: 
Union biblical Seminary.

And send to: registrar 
UbS, p.o. box- 1425, bibvewadi, pune – 411 037 

Email: admissions@ubs.ac.in / registrar@ubs.ac.in 
Tel. 020-24211747 / 203 Extn. 340
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http: //www.ubs.ac.in 
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BD and MTh: November 30, 2017. 

With late fee of rs. 500/- December 10, 2017

UNION BIBLICAL SEMINARY
Affiliated to the Senate of Serampore College (University)
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MEAGRE FAITH MEETS 
MIGHTY FAITH!

Elijah’s faith needed the faith of the widow to see God’s work.

“Then the word of the Lord came.”

elijah was a prophet chosen 
and used mightily by god.
he confronted the cult of idol 
worship led by Ahab and Jezebel. 
the israelites blindly followed 
the king forsaking the true, living 
god. in a hostile context, elijah 
had the tough assignment of 
warning israel. god marvellously 
protected him and provided for 
his needs (1Kgs.17:8-16). 

god caused a severe drought 
in israel. god makes people ac-
countable for their choices in-
cluding the kings. foolish choices 
of people, forsaking the living 
god and creating new gods will 
have its consequences.

god commanded the ravens to 
feed elijah, while he had water 
in the brook of Kerith. it was 
comfortable for elijah to be there. 
this miraculous supply of god’s 
provision and care was exciting. 
however, the Lord moves him to 
the next place.

God’s Provision Through People

obedience is the mark of a 
disciple or a prophet. Firstly, 

J. N. MANOKARAN elijah had to move from the nation 
of israel to the gentile nation of 
Sidon. israelites did not like to 
move out or mingle with other 
nations. they despised others as 
gentiles.

Secondly, god was sending 
him to a woman. the israelites 
considered women as second 
class. Now, god was sending him 
to be taken care of by a woman.

Thirdly, the woman was not 
a rich, powerful or influential 
person. the Lord states that the 
woman was a widow. in fact, in 
ancient cultures, widows were 
looked down upon and treated 
shabbily. elijah had to be provided 
by a widow, which is again a 
matter of dignity and decorum.

Fourthly, the woman who 
would take care of elijah was 
not only a widow, she was a poor 
woman. if god could provide by 
sending ravens, god can provide 
for elijah by sending him to a 
poor widow.

Widow Rich In Faith

elijah reaches Zarephath in 
Sidon. he was able to meet the 
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woman who was picking up twigs 
to cook her final meal on planet 
earth.
1. Faith

the widow was a woman 
of faith. She acknowledged 
the living god of israel and of 
elijah. While people were seeing 
her poverty, miserable existence 
as widow and hopelessness, god 
discerned her faith and sent a 
man of faith, Elijah, to affirm her 
faith. feeble faith, smouldering 
faith, mustard seed faith, little 
faith are seen and rewarded by 
god who is faithful.
2. Diligence

She was diligent. She was 
picking up twigs to cook her last 
meal. for her, the last day being 
alive was like any other day. the 
widow was not frustrated or lazy, 
but diligent to search for twigs to 
cook her last meal. Diligence is a 
sure mark of a disciple. god uses 
people who are diligent. When 
the Lord called the first disciples, 
they were cleaning the nets, even 
when they did not get any catch. 
Diligently, they were preparing 
for the next day’s work. 

3. Mental Peace

She was at peace with her 
situation. being content with 
what she had, she decided to 
cook her last meal. there was no 
worry or perturbed feeling in her 

conversation with elijah. She was 
not afraid of death, for her faith 
teaches her the absence from 
this world is to be present in his 
presence.
4. Gracious Heart

With gratefulness for what she 
had, she did not murmur. When 
elijah asked for water, she did 
not burst into lamentation, 
weeping or murmuring. With 
a delightful heart, she went to 
fetch water. 

5. Generous Spirit

there was no rain in the na-
tion. Water was a scarcity. per-
haps, she had to travel a distance 
to fetch the water or pay a price 
to buy the water. however, she 
was willing to give water while 
she expressed her inability to 
provide food. 

Promise Of God

1. Perfect Time

When we can only see the end 
of the road, god works beyond 
that to do miracles. When reason 
is exhausted, faith takes over. for 
the widow, that was the last 
meal as the flour and oil were 
just enough for them. the future 
was a mystery, if not misery. god 
sent elijah just before their 
last meal. his timing is always 
perfect.
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2. Priority

the widow had to be sure of 
her priority. When she makes 
the pancakes, she should make 
the first small one for the 
prophet. the christian journey is 
not about ‘rags to riches’, but ‘rags 
to resources’. god blesses his 
people so that they are a blessing 
to others. 
3. Provision 

elijah gave the promise of god 
that the provision for the season 
of famine was assured. Until the 
rain came, there would be provi-
sion. manna was only for the jour-
ney in the wilderness. When the 
israelites entered the promised 
Land, manna stopped as they had 
to grow their own food.

Challenge

the faith of the gentile 
widow and the faith of one of 
the greatest prophets of israel 
meet, as faithfulness of god 
is demonstrated. elijah’s faith 
needed the faith of the widow to 
see god’s work. god honours his 
faithful, even when they have faith 
of the size of a mustard seed. it 
is not a debate about a meagre 
mustard seed faith or mighty faith, 
but marvellous manifestation of 
power and faithfulness of god. 

J. N. Manokaran  
is Regional Director for 
South Asia, Community 

Bible Study International, 
and lives in Chennai.
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Appeal For Water
Although the rich man was 

in agony in hell, he recognised 
Lazarus and Abraham, being 
conscious and alive. He pleaded 
for just a drop of water to cool 
his tongue. The word of God 
makes it very clear that hell is 
a real place of indescribable 
torment created for the devil and 
his angels; man’s opinion about 
it is irrelevant. However, even if 
it is not God’s will that anyone 
should go to the place of eternal 
torment (Jn.3:16-17), He will 
not prevent those who choose 
to go there by rejecting His free 
offer of redemption from sin 
and its consequence. The gates 
of God’s grace in Christ Jesus 
are still open to anyone in this 
world who will enter in by faith; 
there is no guarantee of another 
moment. 

Intercession For Others
The rich man did not want his 

five brothers to be with him in 
hell; he wanted them in a better 
place. But God was not pleased 
with his good wishes for his 
brothers. Abraham said that 
sending Lazarus for a mission 
trip to earth to warn his brothers 
was not possible. If the people 
would not listen to the Law of 
Moses or the warning of the 
prophets, they would not listen 
even if a person went from the 
dead and spoke to them.

The rich man had a great 
concern for his brothers on earth 
even as he was agonising in hell, 
whereas when he lived in luxury 
and comfort, he ignored his poor 
neighbour. If only he had shown 
the same concern for the beggar 
and the needy around him when 
he had the opportunity to do so! 
He lost the opportunity to help 
and intercede for others.

The Challenge
This prophetic parable of the 

Lord represents two categories 
of people in the world: those 
who are rich in worldly goods 
and those who are poor in spirit 
(Lk.12:21;Matt.5:3-10). The hid-
den prophecy of this parable is 
being fulfilled during the last 
two centuries by those who are 
running after riches, power, in-
fluence and possession, whose 
priorities are anything but God’s 
kingdom and His righteousness 
– loving and serving others. 
When God’s kingdom and His 
righteousness become man’s 
priority, there will be no poor in 
this world! (Read Matt.6:25-33 
and Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-35.) 

It is our ‘heavenly possessions’ 
in this earthly life that ultimately 
matters in eternity.

J. N. Manokaran  
is Regional Director for 

South Asia, Community 
Bible Study International, 

and lives in Chennai.
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ruler of the universe and my 
life. My circumstances, situ-
ations, problems, pressures, 
failures, sicknesses are skil-
fully handled by Him with 
gentle hands to shape me into 
a vessel that will be beautiful 
in His sight. In the Christian 
life, each believer is decorat-
ed with pain, suffering and 
sacrifice. This is how the Di-
vine Potter shapes our lives, 
so that we become spiritu-
ally mature, productive and 
useful in this world, and the 
ultimate product will be like 
His Son (Php.1:6;1Jn.3:2).

6. Deploy 
 The potter makes a variety 

of vessels for different pur-
poses. Large pots to store, 
medium ones for daily use 
in kitchens, small ones for 
the dining tables, and deco-
rative pieces for display in 
the showcase. The Divine 
Potter has a specific purpose 
for the disciples of Christ, 
which He has revealed in 
His word, and that purpose 
is “to do good works.” God 
has created His chosen ves-
sels in Christ Jesus and de-
ployed them in this world 
as His representatives. “For 
we are God’s workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus to do 
good works, which God pre-
pared in advance for us to 
do” (Eph.2:10). 

7. Display 
 Each and every vessel a pot-

ter makes gives him a sense 
of pride. It gives the Di-
vine Potter a sense of pride 
and joy when He sees the 
work of His hands display-
ing His glory. Pots are not 
‘self-made’, as some humans 
boast. We have no reason 
to boast about ourselves. 
The One who created us, re-
deemed us and is now work-
ing on us is alone worthy of 
all praise and glory.

The Challenge
Clay pots and vessels are not 

mass-produced like the cars 
or computers or mobiles in 
a factory. They are carefully 
shaped by the master artisan 
with his skilful and gentle 
hands. We are so privileged to 
have a God who works on us 
individually, with a personal 
touch. The challenge before 
us is to humbly submit to 
Him, the Divine Potter, and 
allow Him to reveal His glory 
through us in this world. What 
a joy to be in His safe, loving 
hands always! 

J. N. Manokaran  
is Regional Director for 

South Asia, Community 
Bible Study International, 

and lives in Chennai.
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BEYOND THE GRAVE
The saints have the blessed hope of a glorified resurrection 

and a happy life after death.

many people today are 
not aware that there 
is life after death. they 

think that everything comes to 
an end after death and there 
is nothing beyond the grave. 
the word of god clearly states, 
“everyone must die once and 
after that be judged by god. in 
the same manner christ also was 
offered in sacrifice once to take 
away the sins of many. he will 
appear a second time, not to deal 
with sin, but to save those who 
are waiting for him” (heb.9:27). 
Whoever is born into this world 
has to face death. but it is true that 
there is life after death or beyond 
the grave. there is the judgment 
of god and life in eternity that 
excels death. 

Some people are trying to 
preserve their dead bodies by 
freezing them at a very low 
(cryogenic) temperature, hoping 
that at some time scientists may 
discover means to return them to 
life! The scientific efforts to bring 
human beings back to life is a 
futile exercise as the bible clearly 
states, “the dust returns to the 
ground it came from and the 

M. G. MATHEWS spirit returns to god who gave 
it” (eccl.12:7).  While cryogenics 
have many applications in 
aerospace programmes, man 
cannot peep and explore into the 
corridors of god’s creation of life, 
and bring a dead person back to 
life. god is in control.

most of us are afraid of death. 
how many people are aware that 
god is going to shake the planet 
earth, the sky, the land and sea? 
“in a little while i will once more 
shake the heavens and the earth, 
the sea and the dry land” (hag.2:6).
We all remember the tsunami 
which hit the eastern coast of 
tamil Nadu - Nagapattinam, 
Velankanni, Kanyakumari - and 
the south western coastal areas of 
Kerala, Andaman and car Nicobar 
islands on December 26, 2004, 
resulting in the death of 150000 
people, besides heavy loss to 
property, houses and cattle. but 
the children of god need not be 
afraid of death and should be able 
to challenge death, “Where, o 
death, are your plagues? Where, 
o grave, is your destruction?” 
(hos.13:14). “Where, o death, is 
your victory? Where, o death, is 
your sting?” (1cor.15:55).
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the saints have the blessed 
hope of a glorified resurrection 
and a happy life after death. 
“for the Lord himself will come 
down from heaven with a loud 
command, with the voice of the 
archangel and with the trumpet 
call of god and the dead in christ 
will rise first. After that, we who 
are still alive and are left will be 
caught up together with them in 
the clouds to meet the Lord in the 
air. And so we will be with the 
Lord forever” (1thes.4:16,17).

this rapture of the living saints, 
to meet the Lord in the air and 
to be with the Lord in heaven for 
ever, will be the most wonderful 
experience. the Lord is going to 
rule the earth for one thousand 
years. the prophet isaiah 
foresaw the creation of the new 
heavens and new earth, when 
the Lord Jesus christ will rule 
the earth during the millennium  
(isa.65:17). We also read, “Justice 
will dwell in the desert and 
righteousness live in the fertile 

field” (32:16,17). The apostle  
John, in his vision, saw the 
new heaven and the new earth  
(rev.21:1). “Now the dwelling 
of god is with men and he will 
live with them. they will be his 
people and god himself will be 
with them and be their god. he 
will wipe every tear from their 
eyes. there will be no more death 
or mourning or crying or pain 
for the older things has passed 
away”(vv.3-5).

John milton said that genesis 
started with the tragic incident 
of man losing paradise and rev-
elation ends with man regaining 
paradise. man who lost paradise, 
in the beginning, will live again in 
paradise at the end and live with 
god in the eternal garden of god 
– heaven - forever.

M. G. Mathews  
is consultant (HR), BNHS, 

a scientific research 
institution in Mumbai.
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Dr. Daniel Sathiaraj 
retired from St John’s 

PG College, Hyderabad, 
where he taught Computer 

Science. He lives in 
Hyderabad.

noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 
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LESSONS OF PALM  
SUNDAY

The events connected to the triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem are significant for us.

As far as the written 
literature of the christian 
world is concerned, 

somehow there appears to be 
a disturbing ‘calm’ about ‘palm 
Sunday’ (one of the landmark 
events in the Saviour’s life) with 
not too many articles on the 
same. the Ascension Day and 
the Day of pentecost are in the 
same category. Somehow in the 
contemporary church, these 
momentous events do not seem 
to be given the due significance 
attached to other milestone 
events in our Saviour’s life, like 
christmas, good friday or easter.

Period

our Lord, who is scripturally 
called the Almighty’s paschal 
Lamb (1cor.5:7), had said that 
he came not to abolish the Law 
but to fulfil it (Matt.5:17). As per 
the Jewish Law, if the paschal 
Lamb, whose blood would save 
the Lord’s chosen ones from his 
wrath, had to be brought to the 
Jewish home four days before its 
eventual slaying (exo.12:1-6), it 

follows that the Divine paschal 
Lamb also would enter Jerusalem, 
the ‘home’ (psa.132:13,14) of its 
‘Divine owner’, exactly four days 
before its propitiatory death 
(1thes.1:10 tLb). mind you a 
‘day’ for the Jews would begin 
precisely from the evening of the 
previous day of our calendars 
(6pm) and would end by the 
evening of the next day (exactly 
24 hours). the atoning death 
of our Lord at 3 pm on ‘good 
Friday’ was not on the ‘fifth’ day 
after entering his father’s home 
but at a time which was very 
much the part of the ‘fourth’ day 
(Jn.18:28).

Prophecy

if milestone events, among 
others, in our redeemer’s life, 
such as his virgin birth at beth-
lehem, crucifixion, resurrection, 
ascension, were all prophesied 
(isa.7:14; mic.5:2; psa.22; 16:10; 
68:18), then what would make 
us think that the incidents which 
were central to the event, such 
as his arrival into Jerusalem and 
its subsequent purification, fu-
elled by his righteous indigna-

SURESH MANOHARAN
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tion, would not be prophesied? 
(Zech.9:9).

Peace

culturally and socially, during 
biblical times, a king astride a 
donkey symbolised a ‘peace mis-
sion’, whereas the one riding on a 
horse symbolised ‘war’. the peace 
mission of christ, which would be 
accomplished four days later on 
the cross, would pave the way for 
a peaceful reconciliation between 
not only the holy god and unholy 
man (2cor.5:21;1tim.2:5) but 
also between Jews and gentiles 
(eph.2:14-19), and the physi-
cally impaired and the healthy 
ones, who would all be now one 
in christ (Deut.23:1,2;isa.56:3-7; 
Acts.8:26-40).

Pitfall

to quote Sadhu Sundar Singh: 
“When Jesus entered Jerusalem, 
the people spread their clothes 
in the way and strewed branches 
before him in order to do him 
honour. Jesus rode upon an ass, 
according to the word of the 
prophet. his feet did not touch 
the road which was decorated in 
his honour. it was the ass which 
trod upon the garments and the 
branches. but the ass would have 
been very foolish to have been 
uplifted on that account; for the 
road really was not decked in 
its honour! it would be just as 
foolish if those who bear christ 

to men were to think anything of 
themselves because of what men 
do to them for the sake of Jesus.”

Doubtless, these words need to 
be not so much inked as engraved 
in the hearts and minds of every 
servant of god. it would serve 
every servant of the master well 
to remember that he is being 
respected not because of his 
profession, but because of his 
association with the master’s 
work. Look at the apostle paul’s 
self-worded ‘score-card’ of his 
ministry, “For I am the least of all 
the apostles… it was not I but God 
who was working through me by 
His grace” (1cor.15:9,10).

take heed, messenger of god’s 
word! With popularity come some 
pitfalls too. Next time people 
pat you on your back for your 
‘marvellous sermon’, praise god 
for placing the message in your 
heart, counting you worthy of 
taking it to the world — otherwise, 
you would well end up making an 
ass of yourself! the words of John 
the baptist, “he must increase, i 
must decrease” (Jn. 3:30) ought 
to be the ‘watchword’ for every 
servant of god at all times. 

While on the subject, wasn’t the 
donkey which carried Jesus into 
Jerusalem first ‘untied’ and only 
then ‘used’ for his glory? how true 
in a christian’s life too! first, one 
has to be ‘set free’ from the chains 
of sin before he/she is put into 
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‘service’ of being ‘a carrier’ (read 
witness) of one’s own testimony 
and the gospel to the outside and 
watching world (Acts.8:25).

Purpose

Why did hosannas rent the 
air on the first Palm Sunday? 
the word hosanna comes from a 
hebrew word meaning ‘save now’ 
or ‘save us, we pray’. The first word 
of psalm 118:25, is howosiah-na, 
translated ‘Save us!’ from what 
did the Jews seek deliverance? 
obviously, from the roman rule! 
Jews looked upon Jesus as their 
freedom-fighter, the One who 
would wield a sword and use his 
miraculous powers to liberate 
them from the roman tyranny. but 
their hopes were dashed as Jesus, 
without as much as lifting even a 
little finger against the Romans, 
focused more on his spiritual 
mission of liberating people 
from the tyranny of a much more 
dangerous rule …sin. more than 
ruling from a throne in Jerusalem, 
Jesus was all about ruling in the 
hearts of men! No wonder, with 
their expectations belied, when 
Jesus’ enemies (the jealous, 
insecure, religious hierarchy of 
that time) sought public support 
for His crucifixion before Pontius 
pilate. the very people who yelled 
‘hosanna’, now shouted, “crucify 
him” (matt.27:11-23).

Dear reader, why are you 
following christ? for earthly 

gains, or eternal benefits? Yes, 
he would provide for our needs 
as per his promise (matt.6:33); 
however, our primary focus ought 
to be on ‘that which is above’ 
(col.3:1-2;php.3:20-21).

Provenance

What propelled Jesus to 
‘cleanse the temple off  its crass 
commerce’? righteous indigna-
tion, which is not to be mistaken 
for crude and rude anger! What, 
then, is the difference between 
‘anger’ and ‘righteous indig-
nation’? one has to look at its 
provenance (read source or ori-
gin) to discern the truth. While 
anger is an emotional outburst 
against injustice meted out to 
self, righteous indignation is an 
outrage expressed at those wil-
fully dishonouring god’s holy 
name. 

Jesus wouldn’t be provoked to 
anger when insults were hurled 
at him personally on the cross, 
but covenanted ones caring a 
hoot for god’s holy name bore 
the brunt of his holy fury. As 
god’s covenanted people, while 
we may not have the full rights 
to express righteous indignation 
on ‘outsiders’ on matters of 
‘holy living’, certainly it is our 
bounden duty to show righteous 
indignation on our ‘brethren’ 
who with their immoral life-
style would be tarnishing the 
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fair reputation of our redeemer 
(1cor.5:12).

Portend

Jesus’ act of ‘cleansing’ the 
temple also in a way portends his 
second coming when he would 
come, not riding humbly on a 
donkey, but gloriously on a horse 
(rev.19:11-21) to wage war and 

cleanse much of the filth of the 
world created by two of Satan’s 
agents namely the Anti-christ 
and the false prophet.
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chronic loneliness (being 
and feeling lonely for a 
long time) is a modern-

day epidemic. more and more 
people are complaining of chronic 
loneliness, especially those who 
have moved to bigger cities from 
smaller ones. A clinical psycholo-
gist from fortis hiranandani hos-
pital, mumbai, states that there 
has been a 3-fold-increase in pa-
tients experiencing chronic lone-
liness. Loneliness doesn’t neces-
sarily require physical solitude, 
but rather absence of connection, 
closeness, kinship; inability to 
find as much intimacy as desired.

one can feel lonely anywhere, 
but loneliness that comes from 
feeling alone in a big city despite 
living cheek-by-jowl with so 
many people is a different thing 
altogether. Loneliness is not about 
whether we live alone, it is about 
feeling alone, says psychologist 
John cacioppo of the University 
of chicago, USA.

Nobody knew this phenomenon 
in india; but today, people are be-
coming more isolated – privacy is 
increasing and tolerance for com-

THE ART OF BEING 
ALONE

If we are in the presence of God we will never be alone.

SAMIP BARUAH promise is reducing. there is an 
exponential increase in nuclear 
families and singles, as joint fami-
lies do not exist anymore. erratic 
schedules, lack of meaningful re-
lationships, break ups, increas-
ing workloads, long commuting 
hours and the pressure/need to 
prove one’s worth through mate-
rialism, too, have resulted in peo-
ple distancing themselves from 
others. besides lack of empathy 
and time for each other, experts 
blame the dual character of the 
online world for fuelling chronic 
loneliness. if used as a tool to en-
rich and increase the frequency 
of face-to-face interactions, social 
media tends to be associated with 
lower levels of loneliness. but if 
you look at it as a replacement for 
the face-to-face, it can flood you 
with loneliness.

A study published in the Jour-
nal of Developmental psychology 
states that the possibility of lone-
liness increases at the age of 30. A 
sense of lack of purpose and dis-
satisfaction with life that typical-
ly occurs during early adulthood 
can make loneliness creep in. the 
world remedies this by having a 
pet dog, connecting with others, 
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pursuing things which give inner 
joy, indulging in creative activi-
ties, etc. but the bible states it in 
a different manner.

three ways of how the bible 
teaches us to deal with loneliness 
in our lives are:
1. God says, “I am your Best 
Friend in loneliness.”

tell yourself, “god says you 
are not alone”—“i will not leave 
you nor forsake you” (heb.13:5). 
elijah was lonely as he was 
running away from Jezebel. god 
said, “What are you doing here?” 
god fed him and he came out of 
his loneliness syndrome. Daniel 
was all alone — all people trying 
to corner him — but finally, God 
saved him from the lions in the 
den and gave him a high position. 
When you focus on problems, 
you get more problems; when 
you focus on possibilities, you get 
more opportunities through god. 
When the whole world is against 
you, when you feel like a minority, 
God says, “I am with you,” that is 
sufficient for a majority – God 
(rom.8:31). the song, “What a 
friend we have in Jesus,” sums it 
up, that Jesus is the best friend 
—yesterday, today and forever.
2. God says, “Have fellowship 
with fellow believers.”

in today’s world, because of the 
electronic gadgets/virtual way of 
communication through email/
WhatsApp and SmS, people have 

forgotten the face to face way of 
communication. the bible clearly 
states that we should not give up 
the habit of fellowship with fel-
low christians (heb.10:19-25) 
and have a one on one commu-
nication. Simeon of Jerusalem 
longed to see baby Jesus’ face be-
fore his death. the idea is to have 
a direct communication with the 
Lord. the bible talks about our 
privilege of seeing our Lord face 
to face in heaven. What a promise 
– so wonderful! (1cor.13:12).
3. God calls us for a time of 
solitude with Him.

god calls us to have a time 
of communion with the Lord 
every day in solitude. Solitude 
is for making yourself available 
to the Lord, for bible study 
and prayer—a quiet time of 
meditation. There is a difference 
between solitude and loneliness.
being lonely is when you feel 
alone and neglected/unwanted 
in the fast world, but solitude is 
making yourself alone to have 
time with the Lord, like Daniel 
praying to the Almighty three 
times a day. god calls us to lead 
a purpose driven life by having 
time with him every day, which 
is why we sing, “take time to be 
holy, speak oft with thy Lord.”it 
is for our benefit, and God’s grace 
and mercy are upon us every day.

if we are aware continuously 
that we need the counsel of the 
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holy Spirit and are in the presence 
of god and seek his knowledge, 
we will never be alone but we can 
walk with god as enoch did. We 
need to remember, as god says, we 
are here to glorify the creator and 
Sustainer of life and lead a good 
life, blessed, as a living sacrifice 
for the Lord. then we will never 
feel lonely because we are in the 
right environment, with the right 
people and right circumstances 

because we are leaning on his 
everlasting arms. Let us live by 
trusting him, for there’s only one 
way, to be happy in Jesus, but to 
trust and obey. Amen.
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Helpful Prayer
Billy had been misbehaving and was sent to his room. after a while he emerged and 
informed his mother that he had thought it over and then said a prayer. “Fine”, said 
the pleased mother. “If you ask god to help you not misbehave, he will help you.” 
“Oh, I didn’t ask him to help me not misbehave,” said Johnny. “I asked him to help 
you put up with me.”

On A Lighter Note
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JESUS IS ONLINE

Jesus is online, he never slumbers nor sleeps, 
he can solve any problem, though they may be deep. 

We can make a call or send him an SmS, 
Stating your request, a petition, or the mess.

reach out to him, Jesus is online, 
Talking to Him, will indeed keep you fine. 

tell him your burdens and your cares, 
though in heaven but yet everywhere.

many have, a private, secret group, 
they indulge in vanity, in the troop 

their thoughts and eyes, they say are ‘mine’,  
they know not, that Jesus is online.

how to be cleansed, from sin’s stubborn stain? 
the blood of Jesus, is the remedy to this pain. 

from old ways, we must, choose to resign, 
New beginning, we find, cos’ Jesus is online. 

Should you face, in this life, any fear, 
remember that, he is always very near. 

in circumstances, don’t whimper nor whine, 
Jesus, who cares, is always online.

temptations and trials reveal our weakness, 
that we may walk, in victory and meekness. 

Moment by moment, He can keep us fine, 
Never to give up, because Jesus is online.

FELIX FERNANDES

Felix Fernandes 
 is the pastor of the New 
Life Church, Mira Road, 

Mumbai.
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THE MAKING OF PETER 
THE DISCIPLE – 6

Disciples don’t avoid the cross

We cannot be disciples 
and avoid the cross 
on which our selfish 

interests have to die.
We saw the amazing confession 

that peter made in matthew 16:13-
20 about Jesus. but now i want 
to look at some areas in peter’s 
life that needed correction. the 
virtues in peter were just part of 
who he was. Peter also had selfish 
tendencies and pride that needed 
to be addressed and dealt with in 
his journey as a disciple of Jesus.

this is how it is with us too. We 
can be absolutely sincere when 
we admit our sins and boldly 
proclaim Jesus as our messiah. 
but we might still seek to justify 
ourselves at times, or seek to do 
our own will, and don’t want to 
listen and be told what to do.

And we see this in peter right 
after his grand revelation of who 
Jesus is. Jesus was quick to heap 
praise on peter in matthew 16:17-
19. but Jesus was equally strong 
in his rebuke of peter in verses 
21-23, when he saw peter being 
influenced by Satan.

SANDEEP POONEN Now why did Jesus rebuke peter 
so strongly? because peter, in his 
human love, didn’t want Jesus to 
go to the cross. how would we 
respond if someone we deeply 
esteemed spiritually told us that 
he was going to be brutally killed 
by religious leaders? i would be 
like peter. but i think the reason 
peter was rebuked so strongly 
was because he tried to use a 
theological (spiritual) argument 
to change Jesus’ mind. So Jesus 
responded very strongly.

From Blessed To Satan

peter was probably proud of the 
unique praise that Jesus had given 
him. he must have thought of 
himself as anointed now, and the 
most spiritual of the twelve. Jesus 
had tried to remind peter that his 
name meant a small stone/pebble. 
So his own relevance was a small 
pebble (petros) when compared 
to the large rock (petra) of truth 
that Jesus was the christ, the Son 
of the Living god. And it was the 
large rock that would be the basis 
of the church.

but peter missed that. So the 
devil probably used Jesus’ very 
words of praise of peter to tempt 
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him with pride and spiritual self-
confidence. So much so that Peter 
even felt worthy of correcting 
the very one he had just called 
messiah! he was so proud that he 
felt he was equal to the Son of the 
Living god – that he could rebuke 
Jesus. So, is it possible that a 
revelation from the heavenly 
father to us can be the very cause 
of our pride?  Yes! We must deeply 
fear it, because it can wreck our 
pursuit of holiness.

Let us also remember that Judas 
iscariot received the authority 
from Jesus to cast out demons 
and heal the sick (matt.10:1). So 
Judas iscariot must have healed 
the sick and cast out demons. Yet, 
the devil entered him later on and 
he betrayed Jesus (Jn.6:70,71).
We are no different. We are 
susceptible to being led by the 
devil, despite all the gifts we have 
for ministry (matt.7:21-23).

this should serve as a warning 
for all who desire to be disciples. 
Let us permanently reject the lie 
(even though it feels spiritual) 
that a flourishing ministry, or even 
seeing fresh revelation of truth, is 
proof that we are spiritual. Like 
peter, we can be called blessed by 
Jesus one minute and the devil a 
few minutes later!
God be merciful to You, Lord! 
This shall never happen to You

the phrase ‘god forbid it’ 
literally translates into this, 

‘God be merciful to You, Lord!’ 
this gives me a better idea on 
the subtle heresy that peter was 
buying into.

peter was claiming the mercy 
of Almighty god to convince 
Jesus that he should never go 
to the cross. peter was basically 
telling Jesus that god, being the 
compassionate and merciful god 
that he was, would never let this 
happen to Jesus.

Now peter was theologically 
correct in seeing God as infinitely 
merciful. mercy is fundamental to 
who god is. When moses asked 
god to reveal his glory to him and 
called on the name of the Lord, 
god revealed himself as merciful 
(exo.34:6-7).

So Peter was confident that the 
mercy of god would help Jesus 
avoid the painful cross. but Jesus 
rejected this, because he recogn-
ised a human concept of mercy. 
peter was using god’s word to 
justify his own human logic and 
emotions. And we see that divine 
truths mixed with human logic 
and ideas will be pure evil.

peter’s words to Jesus here 
could probably be seen as a fourth 
temptation by the devil to Jesus. 
Jesus was tempted by the devil 
for forty days (Lk.4:1,2), but only 
three of them are recorded in that 
chapter. these words by peter 
are clearly another attempt of the 
devil to get Jesus to mistrust his 
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father. And that was especially 
dangerous.

there are some temptations 
where we choose to live according 
to our passions and desires (e.g., 
the temptation to turn stone into 
bread). But the more dangerous 
temptations are when we use God’s 
word or some truth about God to 
justify our own self-interests (e.g., 
the temptation to jump down 
from the top of the temple).

this is the dangerous pit that 
many christians fall into when 
they use god’s word to justify 
seeking financial riches. They use 
verses about the blessing of god 
in Scripture to justify their lust 
for lavish life-styles. god, who 
looks at the intents of the heart, 
is not fooled. he sees that the 
primary reason for such prayers 
are selfish – so that they can 
live a selfish, passion-satisfying, 
carefree life. And god abhors it.

Avoiding The Cross

While most serious christians 
know that using god’s word 
for personal gain is evil, there 
are many others who preach 
the mercy and grace of god to 
the point that it diminishes or 
even eliminates the perpetual 
necessity of the cross (and certain 
death) to root out all sin that rises 
up within us.

in Jesus’ rebuke to peter, 
he stresses the need to deny 

oneself and pick up one’s cross in 
following him. And in the parallel 
account of this in Luke’s gospel, 
we read this: ‘And he was saying 
to them all, “if anyone wishes 
to come after me, he must deny 
himself, and take up his cross 
daily and follow me”’ (Lk.9:23).

the word ‘daily’ tells me that the 
cross here is not a physical cross. 
It is the one on which our selfish 
interests, passions, and desires, 
that go against god’s will, must be 
put to death (gal.5:24;6:14). Not 
all ambition and human desire is 
sinful by default. But any interest 
that distracts us from our whole-
hearted devotion to Jesus must be 
treated as utterly deadly.

Now sadly, the message of 
death to all selfish interests has 
its greatest opponents among 
professing christians. many 
sincere Christians never find the 
secret of living a life of consistent 
victory over sin. Or they find that 
a persistent attitude to guard 
against every temptation is just 
too hard to keep up. they try to 
live right for a while, but fall back 
into sin and eventually get tired 
of getting up. And rather than 
persisting with seeking god, they 
lower god’s standards and goals 
for them.  they settle for a ‘do your 
best’ philosophy in fighting sin 
rather than an utter opposition 
to all sin, even in thought and 
motive. So they see the Sermon 
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on the mount as the greatest 
sermon, but never embrace it as 
the permanent standard by which 
they evaluate their lives.

Such christians often separate 
the Loving father from the Holy 
Spirit. they don’t embrace the 
perfect unity between the infinite 
love of the heavenly father and 
the infinite holiness of the Holy 
Spirit.

this is devilish. god is one. 
there is simply no way to 
separate god’s love from god’s 
hatred for sin. Our awe for God’s 
love over us must equal our 
reverence for God’s hatred for all 
sin in us. therefore, justifying 
our selfish interests because of 
God’s infinite love, is from the 
pit of hell itself. may we learn 
the important lesson from Jesus’ 
rebuke to peter: It is devilishly 
evil to leverage God’s word to suit 

our own personal interests and 
thereby avoid the cross that Jesus 
asks us to bear.

one last point: Faith is to believe 
that God can solve all my problems, 
even the ones I see no possible 
solution for. if Jesus paid for my 
sins with his very life, then every 
sin that springs up within me is 
most serious. When i stand before 
the judgment seat of christ, god 
will hold me responsible for every 
time i chose my own will over his.
this simple logic should cause 
all christians to judge ourselves 
radically. We cannot be a disciple 
and avoid the cross on which our 
selfish interests have to die.
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•	 be	willing	to	adopt	a	new	culture	and	learn	a	new	language	if	needed

•	 be	in	good	health	for	long-term	ministry	

We select 12-15 candidates from churches, ministries, Bible Colleges all over India. 
Scholarship can be provided for needy candidates for the Training in Bangalore.

after the training we choose some candidates to go to the unreached places / 
people groups in North India and some to go to West asia. Candidates who are 
selected to go to West asia will be sponsored for one year and further guidance will 
be given to continue long term in West asia.

training starts from nov 12 - dec 22, 2017 in Bangalore!

Contact us for the aPPlICatIon ForM soon!
                                              Email: ksd4nations@gmail.com

Dr John Thomas 09654987351                                          John Palle 08586944124                
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Introduction: 

gen.13:5-18
Lot’s steps of compromise:

Step # 1 – Lot began his journey with Abraham without hearing from 
god for himself.
Step # 2 – Lot did not consult god when he chose the land.

• Gen.13:10 
• Gen.13:14,15 

Step # 3 – Lot ignored the hint he got when he saw the land.
• Gen.13:10 (It was a mixture of garden of Eden as well as Egypt 

– mixture of paradise and Satan’s land)
Step # 4 – Lot decided to live inside the city of Sodom

• Mark.8:36-37 
• 1Tim.6:9,10;Gen.15:1-3

Step # 5 – Lot hesitated to leave Sodom
• Gen.19:1-29

Step # 6 – Lot got drunk
• Gen.19:30-38 

Conclusion:

 Abraham and Lot left Ur of chaldees together. Abraham became 
known as the father of faith and he was the ancestor of the israelites 
who are god’s chosen people.

Lot compromised and ultimately produced moabites and Ammo-
nites, both enemies of god’s people. both Abraham and Lot started 
together, but look where they ended. All because of Lot’s compromise 
and lack of repentance.

LOT – A MAN  
OF COMPROMISE

Sermon Outline 

STANLEY MEHTA
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Psalms 42 to 72 
New International Version (IBS) or Zondervan

 J. FredrIC dawson

Crossword 43 

all clues are repetition of the verses or part of it

Send in your answers with bible references by e-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, to 
reach Light of Life, Post Box 4576, 21-YMCA Road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400008, not later 
than November 5, 2017. please indicate your name, address and Light of Life Subscription 
Number while sending the answers. 

Clues across:

1. In ………………. garments she is led to 
the king; her virgin companions follow her 
and are brought to you. (ch       vs    )

6. god, who is ……….. for ever, will hear 
them and afflict them. (ch       vs       )

8. Destructive forces are at work in the city; 
threats and ……never leave its street. 
(ch       vs     )

10. as the deer pants for the streams of 
water, so my ……. pants for you, O god. 
(ch        vs      )

12. You sold your people for a pittance, 
gaining nothing from their …. (ch    vs   )

13. You use your mouth for evil and harness 
your tongue to …….. (ch         vs      )

14. …., in your heart you devise injustice, 
and your hands mete our violence on the 
earth. (ch        vs      )

1 2 3 4 5

6 7

8 9 10

11

12 13

14

15 16 17

18

19

16. he subdued nations under us, peoples 
under our …….. (ch         vs       )

19. Increase the days of the king’s life, 
his years for many ...…………  
(ch       vs     )

Clues down:

1. Surely god will bring you down to 
………… ruin. (ch        vs     )

2. The righteous will be glad when they 
are avenged, when they …….their 
feet in the blood of the wicked.  
(ch        vs      )

3. all your robes are fragrant with myrrh and 
aloes and cassia; from palaces adorned 
with ……..the music of the strings 
makes you glad. (ch        vs      )

4. he rules for ever by his power, his ……
watch the nations. (word used in singular)
(ch  vs    )
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5. Come and see the works of the Lord, 
the ………he has brought on the earth.  
(ch    vs     )

7. With your hand you ……. out the nations 
and planted our fathers; (ch        vs      )

9. as we have heard, so we have ……in 
the city of the almighty, in the city of 
our god; god makes her secure for ever.  
(ch        vs      )

11. awake, O Lord! Why do you sleep? 
rouse yourself! Do not …… us for ever.

(ch        vs     )

15.  You speak continually against your 
brother and slander your …. mother’s 
son (ch             vs    )

17.  One thing god has spoken, …..things 
have I heard; that you, O god, are strong.
(ch        vs  )

18. No man can redeem the life of another 
… give to god a ransom for him.  
(ch       vs     )

Clues across:
1. Cornerstone. (38:6)    
6. Jemimah (42:14)  
7. Elihu (32:4 or 6)   
8. Earth (26:7)
9. thicket (38:40)  
12. egg (39:14)  
13. Teeth (29:17)  
14. Transformed (28:5) 

answers to Crossword no 41 (Job 22 to 42)

Clues down:
1. Contentment. (39:11)  
2. rejoicing (39:21)  
3. rain (28:26)   
4. Ophir (22:24)
5. Eliphaz (42:9 )  
8. eat (27:14)   
10. Kills (24:14)   
11. dream (33:15)  
13. Two (42:7) 

Crossword 41 winners

John S. Andrews, Sangli, mah.; D. Alexander, mumbai, mah.; Anoushka Sanjeev, 
chennai, tN; A. Sunderraj, Ambernath, mah.; Augustine Joseph; christy inbaraj, 
chennai, tN; monica Divakar, Solapur, mah.; DamaraSamadanam, hyderabad, tel.; 
Daisy t. michael, coimbatore, tN; chandan Lal tewary, balasore, odisha; Susan 
easow, trivandrum, Ker.; ottie e. Salins, Ambernath, mah.; thomas J. pooppally, 
mumbai, mah.; Licyoommachan, bhopal, mp; p. muraleedharan, Kollam, tN; D. 
hillel Johnson, Vellore, tN; i. Devanayagam, tirunelveli, tN; chandrakumari mohan, 
Nagercoil, tN; ivor Valentine, mumbai, mah.; celina S. Joshi, gandhinagar, guj.; Lesley 
J. bijnur, hubli, Kar.; mary mathew, trivandrum, Ker.; rita i. hukkeri, mangalore, 
Kar.; N. thawnzagin, churachandpur, manipur; henry ropmay; K. Jessica priscilla, 
Secunderabad, Tel.; Sushila Muller, Coimbatore, TN; Suresh Kumar Silas, Yadgiri, Kar.; 
David e. tiwary, Daund, mah.; Jessie periera, Salcete, goa; regina L. Victor, ponda, 
goa; K. A, m. Vedakumari, eluru, Ap; biswa ranjan mohanty, Jamshedpur, Jhar.; 
thelma roberts, hyderabad, tel.; Jayakumar U., Secunderabad, tel.; K. p. mohandas, 
bidar, Kar.; Linda rose Khongwir, Shillong, megh.; g. Susan Abraham, hyderabad, tel.; 
evicia Syiemiong, Shillong, megh.; Krishnabai charles, tiruchirapalli, tN; Anjali Sahu, 
cuttack, odisha; elizabeth J. Varghese, mumbai, mah.; t. rajkumari Devaraju, hubli, 
Kar,; m. edwin, coimbatore, tN; elcy Johnas, thane, mah.; Archibald Smith, cuttack, 
odisha; p. Syiemiong, Shillong, megh.; premavathy philips, Kalyan, mah.

Jalaja Sulochana, hyderabad, tel.; m. ratnaprabhu, Ahmedabad, guj.

one error:
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word and 
tHe world

THE ONLY PORTION

w
or

d and tHe world

CYRIL GEORGESON

iQ, eQ, SQ, hQ? What are 
these? these have been 
variously been used to 

compare and grade humans - 
intelligence Quotient, emotional 
Quotient, Social Quotient and 
happiness Quotient. these 
have been used historically as 
measures of ‘doing well’. So iQ 
was the measure at a time when 
it was thought that the key to 
success was reason, knowledge, 
concepts and ideas. then the 
realisation dawned that people 
with high iQ did not seem to 
have ‘success’ so eQ was added. 
iQ was complemented with 
eQ – one’s emotional stability 
mattered no matter what the iQ. 
then, of course, came along SQ 
with the awareness that iQ and 
eQ were not measuring humans 
sufficiently. Yes, how intelligent 
and emotionally stable humans 
related to people mattered – that 
is SQ. A few years ago hQ became 
the ‘new star’ in town. Are you 
happy? Are you really happy?

Be Happy

happiness is often posited as 
the goal in life. Now, the common 

understanding of the word 
‘happy’ is the sense of pleasure 
about an event, person or thing. 
it is short lived so people are 
continually in the quest for 
something to make them ‘happy’. 
the quest for happiness can 
become an unsatisfying pursuit. 
And, we can see that happening 
in our contemporary society. 
bible translators did not help 
matters when the first word of 
each beatitude was inaccurately 
translated as ‘happy’ instead of 
‘blessed’. We live in a culture that 
is hedonistic – constantly seeking 
pleasure in the world around. 
We keep seeking an activity that 
gives us a high: shopping, trying 
out some new cuisine, music 
concerts, fitness, playing, travel, 
achievements (academic or 
otherwise) or even hanging out 
with friends. All of these activities 
are valid in themselves, but 
when they become only a mean 
to happiness, it keeps taking a 
greater dose to get a fix. This can 
be seen even in on-line activity 
like looking for news that titillate 
(not necessarily sexual), gaming, 
videos or music. We seem to have 
lost the ability now to engage 
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in the present as it is. We need 
modifiers so that we can get a 
pleasurable sensation somehow.

Thrill Seeking

And then social media has not 
helped any bit. Social media hosts 
pictures of friends / frenemies  
who seem to be happy in some 
exotic part of the world, consum-
ing gourmet cuisine or living it up 
at a rock concert. this can lead 
those who browse to conclude 
that there’s something more that 
can make them ‘happy’.

Not only is this quest for 
happiness empty, but it can also 
be a health hazard. it has been 
known for a long time that stress 
could lead to a cardiac incident. 
but scientists at the University 
hospital in Zürich have also 
proved that too much happiness 
can also lead to a heart episode. 
this has been named the ‘happy 
heart syndrome’. this means that 
an overdose of happiness also 
can kill.

Wonder whether the quest for 
‘highs’ may be the reason that 
teens are willing to get challenged 
by on-line games like ‘blue whale’ 
(so named because it is believed 
that blue whales deliberately 
beach themselves to end their 
lives). the ‘usual’ life does not 
seem exciting enough. maybe 
enrolling in an intense challenge 
will make life more purposeful 
– friendships, education, music, 

videos, gaming and even 24/7 
online browsing has lost its 
ability to give a high. So, carving 
an identifier (like ‘F57’) on your 
body with a sharp object is just 
the starters. the requirements 
to remain enrolled ascends with: 
waking up at odd times to watch 
horror movies, cutting your arms 
with a razor, poking your hand 
with needles, cutting your lips, 
till the final summit – end your 
life! the games administrators 
initially convince the participant 
that they are fat, short, ugly – in 
other words ‘losers’ and so do not 
fit into society. If they complete 
the game and commit suicide, 
they will have entry into another 
world where they will be the 
chosen ones.

Contentment

the good book does not advo-
cate the pursuit of happiness. 
Scripturally happiness, as com-
monly understood, is never a 
goal in life; obedience leading to 
holiness is. most christians have 
brought into the lie that we need 
to be happy and ‘happy all the 
time’. this actually goes against 
the very grain of scripture. that 
is also the reason so many people 
seem disappointed with god and 
his word. When one cannot get 
his/her high from singing, read-
ing the word or listening to him 
they go on a quest – often looking 
for some singer/preacher or even 
church that can fill that void.
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What disciples ought to be 
seeking is ‘contentment’; which 
is an acceptance of the sovereign-
ty and wisdom of god in all our 
situations in life. Some situations 
are welcome and then one wish-
es that others could be avoided; 
but god knows what is best and  
works for the good of all those  
who love him and are called by 
him. “godliness with content-
ment is of great gain.”

Parents also have a significant 
part to play in teaching their 
children contentment. We keep 
offering our wards ever increasing 
titillation in the form of television 
programming, video games and 
general screen time to keep 
them out of our way. this may be 
paving the way for a lifestyle of 
desiring adrenalin highs that can 
be actually addictive. Limiting 
screen time, encouraging physical 
social activity (like playing) and 
promoting reading may be good 
ways to help children grow both 

in favour with god and man these 
days.

in psalm 16 David the king 
declares that god alone is his 
portion and his cup. then he goes 
on to praise God because “You 
make my lot secure. the boundary 
lines have fallen for me in pleasant 
places.” this captures the secret 
of contentment – to trust that at 
all times, in every instance, god 
has given us that which is the best 
and appropriate.

We need not be restless no 
matter what our iQ, eQ, SQ or hQ is 
when god is the only portion that 
matters. oh that we would have 
content hearts that pray “Whom 
have I in heaven but You? And 
earth has nothing i desire besides 
You. My flesh and my heart may 
fail, but god is the strength of my 
heartand my portion forever”!

Cyril Georgeson  
serves with InterServe 

and resides in Mumbai.

Light of Life
INVITING ARTICLES

Light of Life magazine is meant for inspiring, instructing, informing and influencing people in 
becoming better followers of Jesus Christ. We welcome original and unpublished articles, poems, 
testimonies, etc., that would be edifying. authors must be those who affirm the final authority of 
the Bible in all matters of doctrine and ethics, that god is Father, Son, and holy Spirit and that Jesus 
is the only Saviour of the world. 

The typical length of articles is 1500 words or less. articles will be selected by the editors at their 
discretion and further edited to correct errors, fit available space and to align with the format, style 
and layout adopted by the magazine.

general guidelines for authors are given in the Light of Life website at www.lightoflife-india.com
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notes along 
tHe Journey

TRUTH
OBY CHERIAN

if so be that ye have heard 
him, and have been taught by 
him, as the truth is in Jesus” 

(eph.4:21).
i don’t know who goldie hawn 

is but one of her quotations that 
i read recently sure did catch my 
attention. this is what she wrote.

“the biggest lesson we have to 
give our children is truth.”

it made me think. What is this 
‘truth’ we want to pass on to our 
children? indeed, do we know 
what truth is?

most scientists and Nobel 
laureates believe that this planet 
and all the life in it just happened 
by chance. that is ‘the truth’ for 
them. there is another issue we 
need to address. Do we tell our 
children that there is absolute 
truth? if we do that then there is 
every chance that as they grow 
up, they will find these absolutes 
do not hold up under the weight 
of the realities they come to face. 
that is when they will grow up 
into their own truth.

the other thing is that our best 
‘truths’ are tinged with biases and 

prejudices which we will pass on 
to the next generation. 

then again once this lesson 
of truth is learned will they be 
satisfied with it? Will it bring them 
peace and joy? Will they become 
disillusioned if, as it might well 
happen, our frail human lives do 
not match up with the truth that 
we have taught them?

i have asked so many questions. 
Now for the answers, or rather—
the answer.

While it is important to teach 
them our values and how we 
understand the word of god, it 
is most important to introduce 
them to ‘the truth’. And the truth 
is a person. And the person is 
Jesus.

if they know Jesus and belong 
to him then they will know the 
truth and will experience the 
freedom that only he can give 
(Jn.8:32). they will know that 
truth without love is of no value 
(1Jn.3:19).

the changing ‘truths’ of this 
world often bind us, blind us and 
confuse us. but Jesus is a rock 
we can always stand on. Which 
reminds me of the hymn written 
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by edward mote, way back in 
1834 which goes thus. 

“on christ, the solid rock, i stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand.” 

“i am the way the truth and the 
life” (Jn.14:7).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a consultant urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.

LIGHT OF LIFE 67 MARCH  2016

NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.

luther w. new Jr. theological College (ntC), dehradun, 
welcomes applications for the following posts:

1. House keeping/guest House In-charge
 The person should be able to facilitate hospitality for guests, managing the 

programmes and events, building and maintaining friendly relations.

2. Maintenance/Infrastructure In-charge
 The person should be having experience in the concerned field of civil and 

engineering works to maintain the infrastructure of an institution having a huge 
campus.

Qualification: a degree/diploma in the concerned discipline with 4-5 years of 
experience.

Salary will be negotiable as per the candidate’s ability and experience.  
accommodation will be provided in the campus.
a suitable couple for the above may also apply.

Apply to: the Principal or Bursar
NTC, Kulhan P.O., Sahastradhara road, Dehradun, u.K.

e-mail: principalntc@gmail.com.
Ph: 0135-2607607, 2608030.  Mob: 9412176434, 9412910827

WANTED

Light of Life
Dear subscribers, aDvertisers anD Donors

if we do not receive information from you regarding your remittance towards 
subscription, advertisement or donation by bank transfer or money order, we are 
unable to identify those who have sent us the payments and the reason. to avoid 
this, we request you to intimate us by e-mail or by post your name or the name of the 
organisation you represent and the details of the payment remitted. this will help us 
issue a receipt and update our records.
payments towards subscription or its renewal, advertisement and donation can be 
made directly into Light of Life magazine Savings Account No.003601021256 (ifSc 
code: icic 0000036) in the maratha mandir branch of icici bank, under intimation to 
us about the details of the payment.  thank you.
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Cross Destroyed In Kerala

(The News Minute): 1500 
catholics protested against the 
demolition of a cross that stood 
at a pilgrim spot in the forest 
area near bonacaud tea estate in 
Vithura. Later, a delegation from 
the Neyyatinkara diocese met 
chief minister pinarayi Vijayan. 
the cm assured them that those 
who have destroyed the cross 
will be brought to book and 
reinstallation of the cross will be 
considered favourably.

Some believers accused the 
officials of the forest range of 
destroying the cross. The officials 
had plans to remove the 24 feet-
tall concrete structure from the 
spot as they stood on forest land 
and was considered as an act of 
encroachment, reports times of 
india.

Quota Of Dalit Christians

(India.com): the Supreme court 
sought the centre’s response 
on a plea by Dalit christians 
seeking parity in quota with their 
counterparts among the hindu, 
Sikh and buddhist communities. 
A bench comprising chief Justice 
J. S. Khehar and D. Y. Chandrachud 

News
issued notice to the central 
government on the plea filed by All 
india catholic Union challenging 
the validity of paragraph 3 of the 
constitution (Scheduled caste) 
order, 1950, which says no 
person who professes a religion 
different from Hindus, Sikhs or 
buddhists shall be deemed to be 
a member of a Scheduled caste.
it has sought inclusion of Dalit 
christians in the Scheduled caste 
category for enabling them to get 
benefits of reservation under the 
constitution.

Pakistani Christian Youth 
Arrested For Blasphemy

(AP): pakistani police say a chris-
tian youth was arrested on blas-
phemy charges after he allegedly 
desecrated the Quran, islam’s holy 
book, in eastern punjab province.
police chief pervez iqbal says the 
teen was seized by a mob near 
the town of Wazirabad. the mob 
wanted to ‘punish’ him for blas-
phemy. Under pakistan’s blas-
phemy laws, anyone accused of 
insulting god, islam or the Quran 
can be sentenced to death. rights 
activist say the law is often mis-
used to settle personal disputes.

Jharkhand: Anti-Conversion Bill

(The Indian Express): Within 
a week of the anti-conversion 
bill passed in the Jharkhand 
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applications are invited for the post of Dean, research/SaThrI, from qualified Christian 
candidateswith outstanding track record in the field of Theological education. a candidate should 
be a recognized scholar in the field of any theological discipline with proven scholarship. The 
candidate is expected to have openness, academic integrity and willing to be innovative to 
strengthen higher theological education in South asia.

Position: dean, research/satHrI of senate of serampore College, serampore 

location: serampore, west Bengal

Brief Job description:

The Dean of research/SaThrI shall lead the doctoral programmes (D.Th. and D.Min) as well 
as non-formal research of the Senate of Serampore College. he/she shall be responsible for 
planning and implementation of the research programmes,and raising its own financial resources, 
scholarships for students, conducting academic programmes and consultations and maintaining 
the newly constructed SaThrI building located in the Serampore College campus.

Privileges:

a. The Position is a term appointment for 5 years and one more term is permissible at the 
discretion of the Executive Committee of the Senate of Serampore College.

b. Perks and Privileges: Pay Scale: 38050 -1900-57050-2850-85550. Free housing or up to 30% 
as hra; 50% Da, Medical allowance, Conveyance, Contributory Provident Fund, gratuity, 
and annual Leave Encashment, Festival allowance. additional increments for experience and 
qualifications in the related field as per the provisions. 

c. Qualification & experience: Candidate must have an earned Doctorate Degree recognised 
by the Senate of Serampore College (university) Or it’s equivalence with a minimum of 10 
years of teaching of which a minimum of 5 years in teaching and guiding at the Masters and 
Doctorate level and should be in the rank of associate Professor/Professor from a recognised 
institution. 

application may be made on a plain paper (a4 size) with enclosures of Curriculum Vitae, all 
degrees and diploma certificates, Birth Certificate or SSLC for proof of DOB, experience certificates, 
a brief testimonial, personal vision statements. Three recommendations: One from the Bishop or 
Executive Secretary or Principal and two Theological Educators. NOC from the current employer. 
all documents shall be self-attested.  

Short listed candidates shall be called for interview, and if selected he/she should be willing to 
join the service by 1st week of January 2018.

application with all supporting documents must reach the registrar on or before 15th october 
2017 by 5.00 pm in soft copy to the registrarsenate@gmail.com and hardcopy to the registrar, 
Senate of Serampore College (university), Mack house, 9 William Carey road, Serampore, District 
hooghly, West Bengal 712201. Please do visit our website: www.senateofseramporecollege.edu.in

Incomplete application and application received after the last date shall be summarily rejected. 

Candidates desiring to apply for the above position shall submit the documents in a sealed 
envelope superscripted as “application for Dean of research/SaThrI.” The Search Committee has 
the right not to select any candidate without stating any reason.  

rev. dr. Prof. santanu k Patro 
Registrar & Executive Officer, Senate of Serampore College, Serampore

SENATE OF SERAMPORE COLLEGE  (UNIVERSITY)
(the only theological University recognised by the Danish charter 1818 and  

bengal Act iV of 1927 to confer theological Degrees in india.)  
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assembly, christian bodies, under 
the banner of rashtriya isai 
mahasangh (rim), submitted a 
memorandum to the governor 
against the anti-conversion 
bill. the main opposition party, 
Jharkhand mukti morcha, and 
the congress have already 
submitted their memoranda in 
this regard.

in its memorandum submit-
ted today, the rim questioned 
the need for such a bill. if there 
is large scale conversion going 
on, then why did the government 
not invoke Section 295 (A) of the 
indian penal code, which deals 
with the same thing? Also, what is 
the basis of the government claim 
about the information about large 
scale conversion, the memoran-
dum asked. the memorandum 
also claimed that Section 5 of the 
proposed bill made it manda-
tory to get permission from the 
Deputy commissioner in advance 
before performing any conver-
sion, which was against the con-
stitutional provisions of right to 
privacy and right to practice one 
religion.

Religious, Ethnic Identities

(Matters India): Supreme court 
chief Justice J. S. Khehar said every 
citizen should be proud of his or 
her religious and ethnic identity 
while being equally proud of 

their indian identity. “everyone 
should be proud of his religion 
and ethnicity and this is what 
the constitution is all about,” the 
chief Justice said, pointing out 
that he was “proud to be a Sikh by 
birth and religion”.

Christian Mom Dies In Prison

(Christian Post): A christian 
mother who was arrested earlier 
this year amid a crackdown on 
evangelical christians in the Afri-
can nation of eritrea has died, a 
christian human rights organisa-
tion reported. fikadu Debesay, an 
evangelical mother of three who 
was arrested along with her hus-
band, died while imprisoned at 
metkel Abiet, according to chris-
tian Solidarity Worldwide.

cSW, a religious freedom advo-
cacy organisation that received 
United Nations accreditation ear-
lier this year, reported that more 
than 160 christians have been 
detained in police raids so far this 
year.

ISIS Attacks Against  Minori-
ties ‘Genocide’

(Christian Post): the United 
States has detailed the atrocities 
suffered by Christians and other 
minorities at the hands of the 
islamic State terrorist group, 
specifically calling it genocide, in 
the Trump administration’s first 
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international religious freedom 
report. “iSiS has and continues 
to target members of multiple 
religions and ethnicities for rape, 
kidnapping, enslavement, and 
death. iSiS is clearly responsible 
for genocide against Yezidis, 
christians, and Shia muslims in 
areas it controlled,” Secretary of 
State rex. W. tillerson wrote in 
the report.

No Action Against Cow 
Vigilantes

(The Hindu): india has recorded 
a spike in violence related to 
religious intolerance in 2016 and 
the authorities have routinely 
refused to take action against 
cow vigilantes, the U.S. State 
Department noted in its annual 
international religious freedom 
report. the report cited the 
spread of laws and campaigns 
for cow protection and against 
religious conversion among 
reasons for the increase in 
violence.

it noted that 24 of the 29 States 
have “imposed full to partial 
restrictions and penalties on the 
slaughter of bovines,” and six out 
of 29 State governments enforce 
anti-conversion laws. “Authorities 
frequently did not prosecute 
members of vigilante ‘cow 
protection’ groups who attacked 
alleged smugglers, consumers, or 

traders of beef, usually muslims, 
despite an increase in attacks 
compared to previous years,” the 
report said, listing the series of 
violent incidents in india last year.

there were reports of religious-
ly motivated killings, assaults, ri-
ots, discrimination, vandalism, 
and actions restricting the right 
of individuals to practise their 
religious beliefs and proselytise. 
there was an increase in vio-
lent incidents by cow protection 
groups against mostly muslim vic-
tims, including killings, mob vio-
lence, assaults, and intimidation. 
hindus threatened and assaulted 
muslims and christians and de-
stroyed their property. According 
to the evangelical fellowship of 
india (efi), there were more than 
300 incidents of abuse targeting 
christians during the year, com-
pared with 177 in 2015.

Christian Prisoner Dies In 
Custody

(Asia News): pakistan’s chris-
tians have taken to streets to pro-
test the death of indaryas ghu-
lam, a 38-year-old christian who 
died in mysterious circumstances 
whilst in police custody in La-
hore Jail. ghulam was one of 42 
christians arrested on charges of 
lynching two muslims suspected 
of taking part in the taliban at-
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tack against two churches in You-
hanabad (Lahore district) that  
left 19 people dead and more 
than 70 wounded.

he was also one the prisoners 
whom prosecutor Syed Anees 
Shah had tried to bribe, promising 
release in exchange of reneging 
christ. he could have saved his 
life, but decided to bear witness 
to his faith onto death. ghulam, 
who had been sentenced to 
death by hanging for his alleged 
involvement in the beating of 
the two muslims, had always 
maintained his innocence.

Black Day For Dalit Rights

(UCAN): indian christians ob-
served a ‘black Day’ to express 
solidarity with the socially op-
pressed and poor Dalit groups 
who suffer from a discriminative 
state policy.

Some 200 hundred people wore 
black badges, sat with placards, 
joined in street plays and said 
prayers as they protested a 67-
year-old government policy that 
denied social welfare benefits to 
Dalit christians. Successive gov-
ernments have denied statutory 
benefits, such as, quotas in gov-
ernment jobs and educational 
assistance to christians of Dalit 
origin, while allowing it for their 
hindu counterparts.

Russia’s Crackdown On 
Evangelism

(Christian Post): evangelical 
protestants make up the majority 
of the 181 cases prosecuted 
by russian authorities under 
the country’s notorious ‘anti-
missionary’ laws, which came 
into force last July, according to 
a report. Norway-based group 
forum 18 recorded 181 cases 
since July 20, 2016, two weeks 
after the laws were signed by 
president Vladimir putin to ban 
evangelism outside of churches.

Vandals Attack Church In 
Ludhiana

(Times of India): Some uniden-
tified miscreants vandalised the 
windowpane of Saint Joseph 
catholic church in village ra-
sulpur of Ladhowal. the Lad-
howal police have registered a 
case under sections 295 (injur-
ing or defiling place of worship 
with intent to insult the religion 
of any class) and 34 (Acts done by 
several persons in furtherance of 
common intention) of ipc against 
the unidentified accused.

the police is yet to solve the 
recent murder of a protestant 
pastor in Ludhiana. two masked 
men on a motorbike shot dead 
pastor Sultan masih of the 
neo-christian temple of god 
church just outside his church in 
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Ludhiana town. the murder was 
seen by many as an attempt to 
flare up sectarian tension in the 
Sikh majority state, to tarnish the 
current congress government.

Nepali Christian Couples  
Detained In Bihar

(Asia News): indian police ar-
rested two Nepali christian cou-
ples after a group of indians ac-
cused them of possible ‘forced 
conversions’. the indian constitu-
tion guarantees the right to free-
dom of conscience and to profess, 
practice and propagate religion.
the couples, whose names have 
not been revealed, come from the 
Nepali town of chiton Narayan-
garh and they had been in muzaf-
farpur (bihar) for about a month. 
During this period, the two cou-
ples were guests at a hotel in the 
Ahodia market area, but every 
day they visited a different part 
of the city, preaching christianity, 
especially among the poor and 
the illiterate.

Anti-conversion Bills In  
Manipur And Assam?

(Business Standard): After the 
bJp ruled Jharkhand drafted an 
anti-conversion bill, some other 
states in the North-east where 
the bJp has comfortable majori-
ties may follow suit. the rSS fears 
regarding manipur in particular 

stem from ground reports sent 
by its functionaries about the rise 
in population of other religions in 
the state in comparison to hindus. 
More specifically, there seems to 
be an air of concern regarding the 
growth of christian population in 
manipur. the christian popula-
tion in manipur has increased by 
60% since the dawn of this centu-
ry. the muslim population in the 
state has grown by almost 30% 
since 2001. in comparison, the 
growth rate of hindus has been 
around 19% in the state.

Truth About Christian Perse-
cution In India

(Christian Today): With more 
than 28 million believers, india 
is home to one of the world’s 
largest christian populations.
Yet in the context of the second 
most populous country on earth, 
christians make up just 2.3 per 
cent. And they are a minority 
increasingly under pressure. the 
faith arrived in india 2,000 years 
ago, introduced by thomas the 
apostle according to legend. but 
despite its long history and deep 
roots in the country’s culture and 
national structures, christianity 
in india is under attack.

Under prime minister modi’s 
hindu nationlist bharatiya Janata 
party (bJp), the political wing of 
the extremist right-wing group 

in Ludhiana town on July 15. the 
murder was seen by many as an 
attempt to flare up sectarian tension 
in the Sikh majority state, to tarnish 
the current congress government.
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rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(rSS), christian persecution has 
rocketed.

the watchdog estimates a 
church is burnt down or a pastor 
beaten on average 10 times a week 
in 2016 – a threefold increase on 
the previous year.

“there is a clear pattern of 
rising religious intolerance 
across the indian sub-continent, 
which affects many millions 
of christians,” said ceo Lisa 
pearce.

“religious nationalists attempt 
to forcibly convert people to the 
dominant faith of their nation, 
often turning to violence when 
community discrimination and 
non-violent oppression do not 
succeed in imposing their reli-
gious beliefs on minority chris-
tians.”

Indian Christians Driven  
From Village

(Christian Daily): A mob 
comprised of 2000 people has 
driven 15 christians out of 
their village in india because 
they refused to give in to their 
demand to renounce their faith, 
international persecution charity 
open Doors has learned. prior to 
the incident, the christians in the 
village in india were threatened a 
number of times and warned that 
something bad would happen 
if they did not reject their faith. 
“if your Jesus is alive ask him to 
heal her right now,” the mob told 
the christians after a girl became 
unconscious. the collapsed girl 
later regained consciousness and 
the 15 christians escaped from 
the village. they sought refuge at 
a church in another village for the 
meantime.
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