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LETTERS

YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

The Power Of Choice
In the article captioned The Power 

Of Choice  (August 2015) by Zac 
Poonen, under the sub-heading 
Purpose Of Temptation the author 
writes, “God took that risk...of 
the possibility of man disobeying 
Him...” When the doer of an act 
is a man who does not know 
whether the result of the act will 
be positive or negative (safe or 
dangerous), he may be taking a risk 
in doing that act. But God is not 
man (Num.23:19;1Sam.15:29). God 
knows the end before the beginning 
(Isa.46:10). And so, for God the 
question of taking a risk does not 
arise at all. Psalm 50:21 says that 
we should not think that God is 
altogether such a one as man.

I am afraid that the example of 
the father and the child given in the 
succeeding paragraph of the article 
can be misleading as there is great 
difference between God and man.

M. P. Koshy, Pathanamthitta 
Dist. Kerala.

Author’s Response
The word ‘risk’ means ‘to expose 

to the chance of injury or loss’. We all 
know that God knows the entire 
future. So God knew very well that 
Adam would sin. But when He 
gave Adam a free will, it ‘exposed 
Adam to the chance of spiritual injury 
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and loss’. The only way God could 
have stopped Adam from ‘spiritual 
loss’ would have been by His taking 
away Adam’s power of free choice 
and making him a robot. (For 
example, the planets never disobey 
God’s laws, because they have no 
free will.) So, the risk God took in 
creating man was not due to any 
ignorance of the future, but the risk 
of man disobeying Him.

 Regarding the example I used of 
the father and son: an earthly father 
does not know, when he tells his son 
not to do something, whether his son 
will obey him or not. God, however, 
knew even before creating Adam, that 
Adam would disobey Him. Yet He 
created him. And Adam had the 

choice to obey and become holy or 
disobey and be lost.

Zac Poonen, Bangalore, 
Karnataka.

Many Thanks
Though I am a subscriber of LOL 

since many years, this is the first 
time I made an effort to do the 
Crossword. Through LOL I came 
across the advertisements of the 
children’s ministry course-2009 
(UBS, Pune) and Christian counsel-
ling courses-2010-11 (Person to Per-
son). (Incidentally, Jacob Ninan-Sir 
used to be one of the teachers.) I 
used to be in Gujarat (Anand) and 
this year moved to Bangalore.

Mohan B., Bangalore, 
Karnataka.
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THE RISE OF THE ANTICHRIST

Through the centuries 
of Christianity there 
have always been 

speculations about the identity 
of this person, the Antichrist. 
Many have been named and 
proved to be wrong. But every 
time people think that the end 
is near, they feel strongly that 
the Antichrist is going to be 
revealed, and start speculating 
again.

Another pastime of many 
Christian teachers and writers 
has been to try and interpret the 
meaning of 666, ‘the number 
of the Antichrist’. Even though 
many theories have been 
proposed, none seems to satisfy 
every aspect.

In connection with this number 
666 is the competition to identify 
the means with which the Anti-
christ would control buying and 
selling of things (Rev.13:17). The 
coming of computers saw a great 
boost of interest in this direction, 
and there have been tracts de-

scribing computers named 666 
somewhere in Europe (!) which 
were going to control every fi-
nancial transaction in the world. 
When credit cards came, it fu-
elled a lot of expectation in this 
connection, thinking that now 
the Antichrist would have the 
means to control transactions, 
and some Christians began to 
warn against the use of credit 
cards! When the Aadhaar num-
bers were introduced in India, 
there were many pastors warn-
ing their people not to register 
for it, under the assumption that 
if your name was in that register 
you would automatically come 
under the control of the Anti-
christ! Body implantable chips 
became another topic of discus-
sion, and every time a tinier chip 
or a less invasive way of scan-
ning gets discovered, preachers 
begin to shout, “This is it!” But 
neither has the Antichrist been 
discovered nor has his modus 
operandi established.
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But what seems to escape the 
attention of many is that it is 
more important to identify the 
Antichrist’s character and how 
he would act according to it. 
He is the anti-Christ. He is the 
personification of everything 
that is against Christ or opposed 
to Christ. His fury against Christ 
is going to be directed against 
the disciples of Christ, those 
who want to fol-
low Him and be-
come Christ-like. 
He wants to do 
his best to make 
sure that less and 
less people get 
to know Christ, 
more and more 
people follow 
another Christ, 
those who know Christ get dis-
torted images of Christ in their 
mind, those who follow Christ 
get discouraged and give up, 
etc. In all this, he is the ‘anointed 
one’ (meaning ‘Christ’), but his 
anointing is from Satan.

One thing that is said clearly 
about the Antichrist is that when 
he becomes fully in control of 
the world, no one would be able 
to buy or sell anything without 
his mark on their forehead or 
their right hand. This is one way 
he would encourage everyone 
to follow him and discourage 
them from following Christ. 
People would choose to submit 

to the Antichrist in order to be 
able to survive, rather than face 
suffering, when they are unable 
to buy or sell. Even though most 
discussions on this subject have 
been on how he would physically 
control transactions, let us look 
at the basic issue involved here. 
If we understand that having 
the mark of the Antichrist is not 
so much about what physical 

means he will use to 
control transactions, 
but about how 
people can actually 
qualify to receive his 
mark, then things 
become clear. Then 
what we need to 
do is avoid getting 
into that category. 
It is a spiritual 

qualification, rather than about 
any actual physical means of 
control. We can understand that, 
to become eligible to receive 
his mark, we would need to 
agree to be subject to him, and 
that would be to give up being 
subject to Christ, or to give up 
having Christ as the Lord of our 
lives!

Let us look at some practical 
examples. In India, for many 
years now, it has become com-
mon practice to declare the val-
ue of property you buy or sell as 
something lower than the actual 
sale price. This is because of a 
desire for the buyer to cut down 

If we understand that 
having the mark of the 

Antichrist is not so much 
about what physical means 

he will use to control 
transactions, but about 
how people can actually 

qualify to receive his mark, 
then things become clear. 
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on the stamp duty on the trans-
action and for the seller to re-
duce his income tax. As a result, 
many people ‘undervalue’ their 
property on their sale deeds and 
exchange the difference with 
the actual price as ‘black’ (unac-
counted) money. What they are 
doing is to falsify the facts to the 
government in order to reduce 
expenses. We can say that now-
adays it is almost impossible 
to buy or sell property in India 
without black money. There are 
still a few who stand for their 
principles on this and are willing 
to suffer as a result. Can we see 
how even Chris-
tians have learned 
to bow down to 
the Antichrist in 
order to be able 
to ‘survive in this 
world’ because 
‘everyone does it’? 
This has been done 
without any com-
puter, credit card 
or microchips! Our focus on 
identifying the physical means 
of control by the Antichrist has 
turned our attention away from 
the actual way the spirit of the 
Antichrist has gained power 
over people’s minds!

Look at examples of what is 
happening in the US. Under the 
government rules that control 
healthcare and insurance cover, 
employers are to provide for 

women employees to abort their 
babies. Because of such regula-
tions, Christian employers, who 
are morally opposed to abortion, 
are being put under pressure 
and some of them are choosing 
to close down their firms, rather 
than compromise their Christian 
values. The Antichrist is putting 
people under a squeeze, saying 
that they cannot carry on with 
their business without bowing 
down to him and compromising 
their values.

Another ruling by many US 
States wants employers to em-
ploy people without making 

any ‘discrimina-
tion’ on the basis of 
someone’s ‘sexual 
orientation’. This 
looks ‘humane’ 
until we look at 
the predicament of 
a Christian organi-
sation carrying out 
Christian work be-

ing compelled to employ a ho-
mosexual.

After same sex marriages have 
become legal in the US, service 
providers cannot object to pro-
vide services to such weddings. 
So we hear of Christian photog-
raphers, bakers, motel owners, 
etc., who refuse to oblige same 
sex couples being forced to quit 
their business rather than face 
the heavy penalty threatened by 
the government. Their religious 

Our focus on identifying 
the physical means of 

control by the Antichrist 
has turned our attention 
away from the actual way 
the spirit of the Antichrist 

has gained power over 
people’s minds!
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scient and omnipotent, but also
sovereign, doing whatever He
pleases (Ps.115:3). No one can
control Him or tell Him what He
should do. At the same time He
answers our prayers and acts
according to our request! He
tells us to ask whatever we want,
but answers us if we pray ac-
cording to His will
(Jn.14:13;1Jn.5:14,15).

This mystery of prayer has
puzzled people throughout
times. Some argue that we
need not pray anything be-
cause anyway God will do
what He wants, and others in-
sist that God will do whatever
we ask. Many times we don't
get what God wants us to get
because we don't ask, and at
other times God doesn't an-
swer because we ask wrongly
(Jas.4:2,3). Many times God
gives us what we need even
without our asking (Mt.5:45).
God's truth here has many
sides, and it would not be right
to take one sided views by ne-
glecting the other sides.

Leaders And Servants
In the kingdom of God, the

greatest ones are those who
serve all (Lk.22:24-27)! Jesus
said that in the world leaders
would lord it over the others,
but in His kingdom they would
serve the others
(Matt.20:25,26). For leaders to
serve seems to be a contradic-
tion in idea as well as practice.
When we look around we see
many Christian leaders who do

not seem to have understood
this and who go on lording it
over the others in their pursuit
of the top position.

Equal But Different
When it comes to husbands

and wives, there is equality in
God's eyes (Gal.3:28), yet there
are differences in roles, and
wives are to submit to their
husbands who are their heads
(Eph.5:22,23)! Some men find
it difficult to accept the fact of
equality and consider women
as if they were an inferior cre-
ation. Some women fight for
equality and find it difficult to
think of submitting to their
husbands. Yet both are truths
from God's word. Actually if
husbands love their wives as
Christ loves the church it
makes it easier for their wives
to submit to them, and if the
wives submit, it makes it
easier for the husbands to love
them!

Conclusion
There would be many other

similar examples we can take
from the Bible. But what this
shows us is that we should re-
sist the temptation to make too
much of a truth which we like
without looking to see if there
are other truths we need in or-
der to get a balanced view.

Jacob Ninan enjoys writing,
speaking and counselling.

freedom, or their freedom to 
believe and act upon their con-
victions, cannot be guaranteed 
now. The Antichrist is saying, 
“Bow down to me if you want 
to survive. You cannot buy or 
sell without my mark.”

Christian psychiatrists, psy-
chologists and counsellors, who 
want to help people who have 
become homosexuals as a result 
of early traumatic experiences 
such as child sexual abuse, are 
now not allowed in several US 
States to ‘treat’ such cases to 
bring relief to the victims.

In India, schools and colleges 
are being put under pressure to 
include yoga in their curriculum, 
and text books are being revised 
to make them saffronised. 
Christians find themselves being 
compelled to go along with the 
declaration that all religions are 
right.

Are these not illustrations 
of how people are being pres-

surised more and more to bow 
down to anti-Christian values 
and practices? Are not people 
who give in to such pressures 
receiving the mark of the Anti-
christ on their lives?

The apostle John noted that 
even then, in the days of the ear-
ly church, there were many anti-
christs already at large (1Jn.2:18). 
If we watch the developments 
now, we can see how this ‘spirit 
of the antichrist’ is working in 
many ways. Is it not this spirit 
that we should be careful about, 
rather than which microchip is 
going to be used? Shouldn’t we 
be more concerned now about 
how we can keep ourselves 
pure for Christ in these increas-
ingly evil days than about un-
derstanding who the Antichrist 
is in person or what 666 means?
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Let us consider one of 
the greatest mysteries 
in the world that people 

have tried hard to understand, 
the mystery of evil. How did 
evil begin in a world that was 
created by a perfectly good God 
who is full of wisdom? Why 
has God permitted evil to exist 
and to spread so much? Why 
does evil have the upper hand 
in every part of the world? Why 
are there so much sickness, 
poverty, and sorrow? Isn’t God 
interested in helping us?

There is an answer to this 
question of why God has  
allowed evil to exist. Is it because 
God could not control it? Very 
often we find people suffering in 
so many ways in different parts 
of the world, and our hearts 
are moved. How much more 
the heart of God, who is full of 
compassion!

Understanding God
Before we proceed further, 

we need to understand that our 
human reasoning cannot tell us 
what God is really like. A dog 
cannot understand a human be-
ing because a human being is 

THE ORIGIN OF EVIL
Zac Poonen

When God created a moral being,  
He gave that moral being a free will.

higher in the levels of creation 
than a dog. In the same way, 
we cannot understand God. 
If a dog is to understand a hu-
man being, it must be taught 
human commands by the hu-
man being himself. Likewise, if 
we use our mind to understand 
God, it would be as foolish as a 
dog trying to understand a hu-
man being; it’s impossible. We 
must instead allow God to re-
veal Himself to us. That’s what 
we read in the Bible: God has 
revealed Himself to us in the 
Bible, where we read of God 
who is interested in a personal 
relationship with every single 
human being on the face of the 
earth. He is intensely, deeply in-
terested in every single detail in 
our life. 

God is full of wisdom; He is al-
mighty, all-powerful, all-know-
ing; He knows the future, and 
has total control of the whole 
universe – not only this earth, 
but the whole universe with its 
millions of stars. God is infinite-
ly pure, we cannot understand 
His purity. He is also infinitely 
loving; full of love, full of good-
ness. God’s love is totally un-
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selfish. Very often, the love that 
we see on earth is a selfish love. 
God’s love is totally unselfish. 
Right from the beginning, when 
He created Man, God wanted 
to share His joy and happiness 
with others, and with us. That’s 
why He created living beings. 
Before He created man and the 
human race, we read in the Bi-
ble that God created millions of 
angels. Long before He created 
human beings, His purpose 
in creating angels was that He 
might share His happiness and 
His glory with all of them. 

Free Will
When God created angels, 

He created them with a free 
will. When God created the 
stars and the planets, He did 
not create them with a free will. 
The planets, for example, rotate 
around the sun with perfect 
timing. They never slip up; they 
have been doing that for ages. 
And they have never disobeyed 
the laws God has made for 
them. Every star in the universe 
moves in an orbit designed by 
God. The Earth moves on its 
own axis in perfect split-second 
timing, in perfect obedience to 
God’s commands which were 
put into it ages ago. But when 
we consider the angels and the 
human race, God created them 
with a free will. In other words, 
unlike the planets, stars, plants 

and trees, God created the 
angels and the human race with 
a freedom to choose whether 
we wanted to obey God or 
not; whether we would obey 
Him or not. The plants grow, 
and naturally obey the laws of 
nature which God has put into 
them. They don’t have freedom 
to choose to disobey. This is why 
a star, planet, tree, or plant can 
never become evil because they 
have no freedom of choice. And 
though trees and plants may do 
us a lot of good because God has 
created them to be useful, they 
cannot do good out of their own 
voluntary choice. A planet, star, 
or tree cannot do any good out 
of its own choice. A tree grows 
according to certain laws of 
nature built into it, and thus, has 
no choice. 

So we can conclude that these 
things have no choice; these 
arts of creation like the stars, 
planets, and trees can neither 
do good nor evil. They’re like 
programmed robots. If you had 
a computerised robot in your 
home, you could programme 
it to pick up your slippers and 
do many other things. The robot 
could bring in the newspaper, 
perhaps even make a cup of 
coffee. There are several things 
you could programme a robot 
to do. But the robot would not 
have any feeling of its own. It 
would never disobey you if 
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you programmed it correctly; it 
would do every single thing that 
you ever wanted it to do. God 
could have made man like that 
robot, where we would never 
do anything wrong, but would 
automatically, blindly, and 
dumbly as it were, obey God 
in everything. But God never 
wanted a race of people like 
that. They could never be His 
children. Robots could never be 
our children, even 
though they obey. 
Any father would 
say, “I’d rather 
have a naughty, 
disobedient son of 
my own than an 
obedient robot.” 

It is the same 
with God. Do 
you know how 
robots and ma-
chines bring no joy to a child-
less couple? Do you know why 
human fathers would rather 
have a disobedient son than an 
obedient robot? Because we are 
made in the likeness of God, we 
have something of God’s nature 
in us. Married couples long to 
have children. They’re never 
happy with obedient machines, 
they want children. And there 
we see the heart of God: God is 
also interested in children. Our 
children can turn out to be dis-
obedient, and can bring a lot of 
sorrow to our hearts. And there 

we understand why God creat-
ed the angels and human beings 
with a free will, unlike the stars 
and planets. This is the first thing 
that we need to understand: free 
will is the first essential for one 
to be a moral being. And if we 
don’t have free will, we cannot 
become moral beings. And the 
second essential is a conscience; 
something within us that tells 
us what is right and wrong.

Conscience
Let us consider 

birds and animals; 
they also have a 
free will – they are 
better than trees 
and stars in their 
ability to choose. 
A dog can choose 
to obey or disobey. 
But they are not 

moral beings; they have no 
sense of morality because they 
don’t have a conscience. Though 
they have free will, they don’t 
have a conscience. But we as 
humans have the two essentials 
necessary for morality: we have 
a free will and a conscience. The 
lack of these two essentials is 
why birds and animals can never 
become sinful or holy, or become 
children of God. A dog cannot be 
a child of God because it doesn’t 
have a conscience. You can train 
a dog over a period of time, and 

Because we are made in the 
likeness of God, we have 

something of God’s nature 
in us. Married couples long 

to have children. They’re 
never happy with obedient 

machines, they want 
children. And there we see 

the heart of God: God is 
also interested in children.
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teach it certain things it should 
do or not do, but the resulting 
obedience is not because of an 
in-built conscience, but because 
of external training. This training 
is similar to teaching a computer 
by programming it to do certain 
things a certain way.

But when we consider the 
human race, we have a conscience. 
Before the human race was 
created, God made all the angels. 
He created millions of angels, all 
with a free will. 
Among the angels, 
there was one who 
was the leader. His 
name was Lucifer. 
The Bible says, in 
Ezekiel 28:12-15, 
that he was created 
perfect in wisdom and beauty, 
and given a high position. But 
gradually he began to have 
thoughts and ambitions in his 
mind that were not good. How 
did that happen? Because he had 
a free will, and that’s where evil 
first began in this universe.

God’s Provision
Not only were Lucifer’s 

thoughts evil; they were also 
proud and rebellious thoughts 
of discontent with the lot that 
God had appointed for him. 
Until then, the universe was 
perfectly pure, but now, evil had 
lifted up its head in the heart of 

an angel God had created. That 
is how evil came into the world. 
Initially this evil, that was in the 
heart of Lucifer the angel, did not 
manifest itself externally in any 
way. Evil always begins in the 
heart. Even a murder is planned 
by a man in his heart, and from 
the heart it goes out into action; 
that’s how it was with Lucifer 
too. But as soon as this evil came 
up in his heart, God could see 
it. God can see into a person’s 
heart, and God cast out Lucifer 

from His presence. 
So there we learn 
something: God 
hates evil. But 
when He created 
a moral being, He 
gave that moral 
being a free will. 

There is the origin of evil.
But there is a solution that 

God has made through Jesus 
Christ, and we want to consider 
that in great detail. Let us 
remember this about evil: it is 
not outside of God’s control. 
Evil is something God knew 
was coming, yet He permitted 
it, He accepted it, and He has 
provided a solution for it. That 
solution is in Jesus Christ.

Zac Poonen  
is a Bible teacher and the 

author of a number of books 
on the deeper Christian life. 

He resides in Bangalore.

Evil always begins in the 
heart. Even a murder is 
planned by a man in his 

heart, and from the heart it 
goes out into action; that’s 

how it was with Lucifer too.
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TRuTH VERSuS MyTHS
Suresh Manoharan

What are the ‘sacred endeavours’ we need to be wary about?

It was Charles Haddon 
Spurgeon who wisely 
observed that discern-

ment is not essentially the  
ability to know the difference be-
tween what is right and wrong, 
but rather that which helps us 
distinguish between what is 
right and what appears to be almost 
right. Truth, by nature, liberates 
(Jn.8:32). This article endeavours 
to bring to the fore some of the 
subtle tricks being purveyed by 
the Master Deceiver (Rev.12:9) 
to derail a Christian from the 
right path of leading a God-hon-
ouring life.

The solution to see through the 
craftily-laid traps lies in know-
ing what pleases the Lord the 
most, as revealed in the Scrip-
ture, and sticking to it. Nothing 
pleases our Heavenly Father 
more than living a life of implic-
it obedience, for obedience is 
love in action (2Jn.1:6-7). Which 
earthly father doesn’t dote on 
a child who heeds his instruc-
tions? Ditto with our Heavenly 
Father too! 

Let’s see in what way obedi-
ence, which brings along with 
it perfect security from the Fa-
ther, is far better than many 

other ‘spiritual’ actions which 
the gullible hold very closely 
to their hearts. Mind you, these 
seemingly good actions are 
good in themselves, but it is 
when the naive ones get carried 
away by a myth at the behest 
of the Ultimate Liar (Jn.8:44) 
that these ‘noble efforts’ can 
take the place of implicit obedi-
ence itself. From that point on, 
quite sadly for these suscepti-
ble souls, everything would go 
awry. What, then, are these ‘sa-
cred endeavours’ we need to be 
wary about? 

Sacrifices 
While confronting King Saul 

for his disobedience of sparing 
King Agag and his herd contrary 
to the divine instructions, the 
prophet Samuel hits the nail 
on the head by stating quite 
unequivocally that obedience 
is better than sacrifices offered 
to the Almighty (Deut.25:17-
19;1Sam.15:1-3).

King Saul, to his detriment, 
tried to play ‘kinder than God’ 
and, in the process, let off some 
of genocide-prone King Agag’s 
descendants who would rear 
their ugly head almost 600 years 
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later in the form of yet another 
exterminator – Haman the Agag-
ite and his ilk (Esth.3:1;5:14). Of 
course, it is another matter that 
the good Lord uses, this time 
around, yet another Benjamite 
(Mordecai) – an obedient one 
at that (King Saul, too, was a 
Benjamite) – to complete some 
‘unfinished business’ (Esth.7; 
9:1-10).

Do you think God desires your 
sizeable offerings and tithes 
more than your unreserved 
obedience in all the 
areas of your life? 
Be on high alert 
and do not ignore 
the latter at the 
cost of the former 
(Matt.23:23).

Supplication 
Oh how some 

souls, reaping bit-
ter consequences of their wrong-
ful actions, queue up near a 
devout Christian leader solic-
iting his intercessory prayers, 
without first setting right their 
relationship with the Almighty 
and with fellow Christians they 
have wronged! The intercessor 
may be unaware of their hypo-
critical, un-surrendered hearts 
when he intercedes (Ezek.22:30); 
but will these troubled souls get 
out of the mess God has put 
them in? “Then the Lord said to 
me, ‘Though Moses and Samuel 

stood before Me, yet my heart 
would not turn toward this peo-
ple. Send them out of My sight, 
and let them go!’ ” (Jer.15:1).

Should not one shudder when 
Scripture bears out the fact that 
none in OT Biblical history was 
greater than Moses and Samuel 
when it came to offering fervent 
intercessory prayers? (Exo.32:7-
14/32;1Sam.12:23). So, more 
than seeking the supplications 
of the earthly saints in messy 
situations, what a chastised 

Christian needs 
to do is sincerely 
repent of his sins 
(restitute, if need-
ed) and leave it to 
the greatest High 
Priest to do the 
rest (1Jn.1:9-10;2:1-
2 ; H e b . 4 : 1 4 - 1 6 ) . 
That’s obedience 

while being at the receiving end 
of divine comeuppance!

Sacrament 
It is indeed painful to see 

some misguided ones taking 
‘shelter’ from the evil one under 
the sacraments such as ‘prayer 
oil’ and ‘handkerchief prayed 
over’ by some charismatic ser-
vants of God. While these sac-
raments may bring deliverance 
to those outside the fold of the 
church (1Cor.14:22, for signs 
are primarily meant for them), 
for those who are already chil-

Do you think God desires 
your sizeable offerings 

and tithes more than your 
unreserved obedience in all 
the areas of your life? Be 
on high alert and do not 

ignore the latter at the cost 
of the former.
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It is indeed painful to see 
some misguided ones taking 

‘shelter’ from the evil one 
under the sacraments 

such as ‘prayer oil’ and 
‘handkerchief prayed 

over’ by some charismatic 
servants of God.

dren of God it is simply their 
obedience which would de-
termine the presence of fiery 
fence of protection all around (2 
Kg.6:17;1Jn.4:4) from the ‘mur-
derer’ (Jn.8:44).

 Who is to tell the scripturally 
ignorant souls that Satan, 
till the middle of the 7-year 
tribulation, would go up to 
God’s throne (Job.1:6;2:1) to 
accuse our brethren in the 
manner he faulted Job? (1:9-
11;2:4-5;Rev.12:7-10). Would our 
petty acts of sprinkling prayer 
oil in our home or 
keeping prayed-
over handkerchief 
under our pillows 
deter the ‘roaring 
lion’ (1Pet.5:8), 
who walks right 
up to God’s throne, 
from coming 
near us? No way! 
Only the right 
relationship with the Almighty, 
stemming from reverential 
obedience, would ensure the 
presence of fiery fence of divine 
protection all around us at all 
times.

These ‘clowns’ of the early 
church – Alexander and Hy-
menaeus – learned it at a great 
cost (1Tim.1:18-20)! More about 
them some time later, but simply 
remember that after you leave 
your wayward living (at the 

time of becoming a Christian), 
you ought to now cleave to a 
life lived with clean conscience 
(Heb.13:18). Nothing more, 
nothing less, nothing else! 

Sponsoring 
Taking full responsibility for 

the construction of a church is 
a noble act in itself, but does 
it devolve one of his higher 
responsibility of obeying God? 
No! Hey, Mumbai dons are 
famous for constructing temples 
in honour of their deities.

Meet Mr Extrav-
agant of the OT 
Times – the one 
and only King Sol-
omon – who con-
structed one of the 
engineering won-
ders of the Biblical 
times – the Lord’s 
temple. While the 
good Lord com-

plimented him on completing 
his monumental task (1Kg.9:3), 
he was warned, “But if you turn 
aside from following Me, you or 
your children, and do not keep 
My commandments … this 
house will become a heap of ru-
ins... “ (1Kgs.9:6-8).

Be forewarned, wealthy breth-
ren; let not your church con-
struction or other civic projects, 
undertaken for God’s glory, take 
your focus off your higher call-
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ing to obey Him in every area of 
your life.

What is it about disobedience 
that displeases and breaks the 
Almighty’s heart? (Jer.14:17). 
Painful as it is to admit, it is a 
statement that we do not love the 
very One to whom we owe our 
physical and spiritual existence.

Shelter 
No wonder the apostle Paul 

warned that Israeli history, 
comprising almost 99% of 
the OT (918 of the total 929 
chapters), serves us as an object 
lesson. But don’t we see some 
of their spiritual stupidity being 
replicated in the contemporary 
generation? If, for instance, the 
stand of the Jerusalem residents 
(during the time of Jeremiah the 
prophet) was that the Almighty 
would bring no harm to their city 
because of the sanctuary therein, 
irrespective of their idolatrous 
lives, then modern day 
equivalent, which comes close 
to such a preposterous posture, 
is that church membership in a 
prominent church is all I require 
to receive heavenly blessings, 
whatever be my lifestyle! Well, 
for such folks, a thundering 
rejoinder of the Scripture from 
Jeremiah 7:4-14 ought to serve 
as a timely alarm.

The fact that those words of 
the Lord eventually came to 
pass in the fiery destruction of 

Jerusalem in 586 BC (2Chr.36:19-
21) is a grim reminder that mere 
‘alliance with the altar’ will not 
help when there is ‘dalliance 
with the devil’ in your life. 

Service 
“Serving the Lord full-time 

is the ultimate in a Christian’s 
journey” is yet another myth 
which needs to be shattered. 
In the ultimate analysis, if that 
service is not backed-up by a 
life of subservience to the Lord, 
then it would not be of much 
worth in the sight of the One 
whose opinion (more than that 
of the world) matters the most 
(Matt.7:21-27;1Cor. 4:1-5).

Nothing can take the place of faith-
ful, love-inspired obedience when it 
comes to pleasing our Creator to 
whom, I reiterate, we owe our physi-
cal and spiritual lives. Just consid-
er what happened to anointed 
Bezalel or Oholiab (Exo.35:30-
35) who had the great privilege 
of hand-crafting the very first 
temple (tabernacle), or Medad 
and Eldad, anointed as they 
were with the prophesying gift 
(Num.11:26). Did they make it all 
the way to the Promised Land? 
No, for when the push came to a 
shove, as it were (showing love-
propelled obedience in taking up 
arms against the wicked, power-
ful Canaanites, putting their pre-
cious lives at stake), they sadly 
failed the test.
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What about those peerless  
leaders – Moses and Aaron – 
when it came to reaching the 
Promised Land? If the former in 
the Israeli history was one of the 
greatest miracle workers, the lat-
ter was the first-ordained High 
Priest. Well, whatever be the 
greatness of their ministry, they 
failed to make it to the Promised 
Land, though it can be said with-
out doubt that they are in heav-
en now. (Num.20:12;Lk.9:30-31). 
Oh yes, to whom much is given, 
is not much required of them 
(Lk.12:48)? Dear friends, hon-
estly, there is no substitute for 
love-laced obedience.

After being born-again, is 
there any fear in your heart 
that you would not ultimately 
make it to the Promised Land, 
when strong temptations 
come along (Acts.14:22) which 
would separate the men from 
the boys? Cheer up and utter a 
loud hallelujah! For, remember 
that you are on the right track 
to the Promised Land and that 
our Heavenly Father is willing 
that we should be there, which 
He proves by forgiving us 
whenever we sincerely repent 
after temporarily veering off-
track (1Jn.1:9-2:1). Also, never 
forget that, as you are making 
progress in your pilgrimage, our 
Saviour and Great High Priest 
is interceding for us constantly 
and the Holy Spirit is giving 

us the needed power to obey 
(Rom.5:5;1Jn.5:3-4 TLB) all the 
time. On our part, we only need 
to submit our will to obey and 
sustain the relationship with the 
Father till the end.

Finally, let us remember 
what the Lord requires of us, 
His children: whole-hearted 
obedience that demonstrates 
our love for Him and for our 
fellow-beings (Deut.10:12-
13;Mic.6:8;Mk.12:30-31). 

While the enemy of our souls 
is working overtime to lead us 
astray, what with temptations 
coming in all shapes and sizes, 
is it really impossible? No 
way! By placement of His own 
joyous, love-generating Holy 
Spirit within us (Rom.5:5) and 
constant inner strengthening by 
virtue of precious promises such 
as the ones in 1 Peter 5:10, John 
15:14, our Saviour and Sustainer 
makes obedience possible! Our 
Master has not only shown us 
the way of absolute obedience, 
He has walked that way Himself. 
What a great role-model we 
have! (1Pet.2:21).

Hallelujah!
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FAITH ACCORDING TO THE VOTE
Kuruvilla Chandy

Doctrines of the church are not to be under human 
management, but received or derived from what God has said.

He lived 2020 years ago. 
Never used motorised 
vehicles, typewriters, 

and, of course, computers. 
Didn’t watch any TV. Forget 
about cell phones and the 
internet, He didn’t even have a 
landline phone. How can what 
Jesus believed still be relevant 
in our modern world? Instead 
of believing what He taught, 
shouldn’t we revise the tenets of 
our faith?

Lots of people would say that 
it doesn’t matter what dogmas 
we believe as long as we are 
loving and kind. There’s a prob-
lem with that view: who defines 
what love is and what consti-
tutes kindness? For instance, in-
dulgent parents overfeed their 
infants to show their love and, 
in the end, they are left with fat 
brats. Filthy rich parents let their 
underage kids drive high-speed 
motorbikes and four-wheelers 
on public roads without licence, 
and then they drive reckless-
ly, run over poor people, and 
the parents think that the lov-
ing thing to do is cover up the 
crimes of their brats. Obviously, 
love needs definitions and rules 
– or, if you will, dogmas.

Not By Majority
Others think that we just need 

to go with the majority when 
it comes to defining what we 
believe. Some churches have 
a constitutional provision to 
revise their doctrines with a 
vote of two-thirds majority! 
Doctrines are not under human 
management. They are received 
or derived from what God has 
said. Truth is not determined by 
the majority. Truth is a given.

Just after the resurrection of 
Jesus, the majority in society 
believed that Jesus was dead 
and gone. Only a minority – the 
followers of Christ – believed 
that He had risen from the dead. 
Christians continued to be in 
the minority for approximately 
300 years and they endured 
persecution for what they 
believed and proclaimed.

In AD 312, the Roman Emper-
or Constantine identified him-
self as a Christian. The entire 
empire turned to Christianity. 
With the tremendous growth in 
numbers, the church reaped ad-
vantages and benefits. Church 
leaders tasted power and they 
loved it. Soon they reconstitut-
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ed the church to imitate the em-
pire as a power structure. The 
clergy dressed distinctively and 
introduced ranks in the church. 
First, there were only pastors 
and people. With ranking, there 
were bishops above pastors and 
the people were treated as the 
masses. The clergy began to in-
troduce rituals borrowed from 
the pagan cultures and project-
ed themselves as the special-
ists qualified to perform them. 
While the pagans had many 
gods, the clergy set up saints as 
those with supernatural pow-
ers to bless. The truth was still 
there, but it got covered over. 
People began to think that the 
external trimmings and trap-
pings were the essential features 
of the Christian faith.

Returning To Scripture
All the while, only the clergy 

had access to the Scriptures. 
Everything was in Latin – the 
Bible, the prayers and rituals. In 
1170, Peter Waldo got the four 
gospels translated from Latin 
into French so that he could read 
them and discovered that much 
of what the church was teaching 
and practising was wrong. Ap-
proximately two centuries later, 
the English Parliament revolted 
at the idea of paying tribute to 
Rome. John Wycliffe (1329-84) 
sided with the parliament. Wyc-
liffe was convinced that the way 
to defeat Rome was to give the 

Bible to commoners. With help 
from others, Wycliffe brought 
out an English Bible. It is for 
this that he is referred to as “the 
morning star of the Reforma-
tion”. John Huss (1373-1415) 
in Bohemia read the works of 
Wycliffe and was stirred to chal-
lenge the evils prevailing in the 
church. Savonarola (1452-98) in 
Italy, and Erasmus (1465-1536) 
in Germany were other forerun-
ners of the Reformation who 
similarly opposed the church. 
Finally, Martin Luther (1483-
1546), horrified by witnessing 
the wantonness and wickedness 
in Rome, opposed the traditions 
of the church, especially the sale 
of indulgences (certificates of 
forgiveness of sins). He asserted 
that salvation was only by grace 
(sola gratia), and there were no 
good works humans could do to 
save themselves; they had to be 
saved by faith alone (sola fidei). 
In a culture where the majority 
said that doctrines of the church 
were found in Scripture plus 
traditions of the church, Luther 
stood alone insisting that doc-
trines had to be derived from 
Scripture alone (sola scriptura).

Ever since God gave His Law 
to Israel, people of the faith 
community (Israel or the church) 
have been divided into the 
camps of those who believe that 
Scripture alone is the legitimate 
source for doctrines and those 
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who believe in Scripture plus 
traditions/culture/customs/
social norms.

Scriptural Authority
Today, something else is hap-

pening. Those who subscribe to 
the notion of scriptural authority 
are changing their views about 
right and wrong conduct. It start-
ed when theological confidence 
was shaken by the acceptance of 
evolutionary theory of origins. 
People began to consider the Bi-
ble as having been outdated by 
scientific discovery.

It’s not true that science has 
proved the Bible wrong. Scrip-
ture asserts that God command-
ed the world into existence from 
nothing (Gen.1:1-2:3), whereas 
scientists have to start by as-
suming the prior existence of 
matter and then theorise about 
how things evolved. Since the 
theory of evolution cannot be 
proven in a laboratory, it is not 
science, but merely a philosoph-
ical point of view about origins 
that is opposed to the idea that 
a Supernatural Being is the au-
thor of the world (and therefore 
the Ruler). People wanting to 
cast off the shackles of religious 
authority in their lives eagerly 
embraced the idea that God and 
the Bible have been rendered ir-
relevant.

Believers, whose confidence 
was shaken, have begun to say 

that we cannot be rigid about 
conduct. What Jesus taught 2020 
years ago is not enough. There 
is a need to go with the flow.

Permissiveness
Before the authority of the Bi-

ble was undermined, Christians 
believed that divorce was unac-
ceptable because Jesus had said 
that it is not permissible except 
in case of adultery (Matt.5:31-32-
;19:3-9). After that, they began to 
say that the world is now different 
from the time of Jesus. What He 
taught doesn’t apply in the mod-
ern world. Today, people who 
want to divorce argue that they 
are not happy and have a right to 
be happy. They then say that they 
are sure Jesus wants them to be 
happy, and if they do wrong, then 
Jesus who is loving and gracious 
will forgive them. As more and 
more people got divorced, Chris-
tians, finding that sometimes it 
was one of their loved ones who 
had been divorced, allowed their 
sympathies to overrule their bib-
lical convictions.

Such permissiveness allowed 
all sorts of sexual taboos to be 
forgotten. One of the things that 
happened is that people who 
were committing homosexual 
acts began to come out. Chris-
tians found them among their 
number too. People felt guilty 
about having heaped verbal and 
physical abuse on homosexuals. 
They began to reverse things. 
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They argued that homosexuals 
have a right to live, to earn a 
living, to have a roof over their 
heads, and so on. People began 
to feel sorry for these tormented 
souls and once again the hap-
piness argument decided mat-
ters. “Don’t they have a right to 
happiness?” was the question 
asked. With that magic question, 
the door was opened to the pro-
posal that homosexual partner-
ships should be legalised. It was 
argued that sex 
between consent-
ing adults should 
be no concern of 
any community or 
society.

Acting as pres-
sure groups and 
taking advantage 
of the guilt feel-
ings of societies 
that had denied 
them the rights 
of life, homosexuals began to 
push the boundaries of their 
existence. They demanded that 
they should be given rights ev-
erywhere. Those who identified 
themselves as Christians wanted 
to be assured that they were ac-
cepted among Christian groups 
and churches.

Biblical Prohibitions
Any society that does not 

believe in God’s laws has no 
grounds for denying homosex-

uals the right to legalise their 
live-in relationships as marriag-
es. But the church that follows 
the teachings of Christ and His 
Holy Spirit cannot ignore the 
fact that the Bible prohibits ho-
mosexual acts. God laid down 
the law against homosexual acts 
(Lev.20:13). The Holy Spirit, 
speaking through the apostle 
Paul, said that when people go 
against God, one of the bitter 
fruits that is reaped is unnatural 

sex between two 
males or two fe-
males (Rom.1:24-
27).

Some people talk 
of homosexuals 
being ‘born that 
way’ and not being 
able to help them-
selves. For years, 
homosexuals and 
their supporters in 
the scientific com-

munity have been trying to find 
a homosexual gene without any 
success. In any case, this ‘born 
that way’ argument would not 
be tolerated if a person were 
to claim that his/her sexual 
pleasure comes from abusing 
and raping someone else. Nor 
would a paedophile, claiming to 
be ‘born that way’, be allowed to 
have his pleasure with children. 
The ‘born that way’ argument is 
just not sustainable.

Any society that does not 
believe in God’s laws has 
no grounds for denying 
homosexuals the right to 
legalise their live-in rela-

tionships as marriages. But 
the church that follows the 
teachings of Christ and His 
Holy Spirit cannot ignore 
the fact that the Bible pro-

hibits homosexual acts.
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If any homosexual wants 
to attend church or join 
Bible study or fellowship 

with Christians, of course, 
we cannot close the door to 
him or her. But opening the 
door cannot be treated as a 
right to enter the domain 
of Christ and change the 

house rules.

Mid-June this year, Tony 
Campolo, a renowned Ameri-
can evangelical professor and 
writer, came out in favour of 
churches blessing homosexual 
unions. Campolo made no ref-
erence to the biblical passages 
prohibiting and condemning 
homosexual acts. No wonder. 
As an evangelical, he could not 
argue against what the Bible 
clearly states. In-
stead, he philoso-
phised about the 
purpose of mar-
riage being the 
spiritual growth 
of the partners 
and to produce the 
fruit of the Spirit. 
He said that some 
people can achieve 
those goals only 
in homosexual unions and 
churches should sanctify such 
unions. What a lot of hogwash! 
As long as those passages exist 
in the Manufacturer’s Manual 
for Christian living, the church 
cannot do that. To do so would 
be to go against Jesus and His 
Holy Spirit.

In Step With Jesus
If any homosexual wants to at-

tend church or join Bible study 
or fellowship with Christians, 
of course, we cannot close the 
door to him or her. But open-
ing the door cannot be treated 

as a right to enter the domain 
of Christ and change the house 
rules.

A woman caught in adultery 
was brought to Jesus for judg-
ment. He told her accusers that 
the one without sin should cast 
the first stone. That stumped 
them. Everyone left. Only Jesus 
was left. As the Sinless One, Je-

sus was qualified 
to stone the wom-
an. But He didn’t 
stone her. He ‘ac-
cepted’ her just as 
she was. However, 
the acceptance of 
Jesus was redemp-
tive. He said to the 
woman, “I also 
don’t judge you 

guilty. You may go now, but 
don’t sin anymore” (Jn.8:1-11). 
Confronted by homosexuals, 
the Lord would say, “I won’t 
condemn you, but go and sin no 
more.” In response to what the 
Lord said, the church can only 
say, “Amen!” The church that 
follows Christ does not go with 
the flow or vote with the major-
ity; it stands in line with Jesus 
and His Holy Spirit.

Kuruvilla Chandy 
is Pastor of the Grace Bible 

Church, Lucknow.
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NEITHER TIRED, NOR RETIRED
J.N. Manokaran

Old people can provide for the moral, emotional  
and spiritual needs of God’s people.

Retirement could be seen 
either as a new begin-
ning or a hopeless end. 

Some people  view retirement as 
an inevitable end and become 
sad and sullen. The former 
Prime Minister Vajpayee once 
said, “We are neither tired, nor 
retired.” The Bible has several 
instances and incidents which 
indicate the importance it gives 
to old people and the significant 
impact their lives have had on 
society. Jacob is a classic exam-
ple. “Then Joseph brought in Ja-
cob his father and stood him be-
fore Pharaoh, and Jacob blessed 
Pharaoh. And Pharaoh said to 
Jacob, ‘How many are the days 
of the years of your life?’And Ja-
cob said to Pharaoh, ‘The days 
of the years of my sojourning 
are 130 years. Few and evil have 
been the days of the years of my 
life, and they have not attained 
to the days of the years of the life 
of my fathers in the days of their 
sojourning.’ And Jacob blessed 
Pharaoh and went out from the 
presence of Pharaoh” (Gen.47:7-
10).

Joseph takes his father Jacob 
into the presence of Pharaoh, 
the emperor of the super-power 

of his day. The interesting con-
versation between Pharaoh and 
Jacob brings out three important 
aspects of the life of Jacob. 130-
year old Jacob considers himself 
a sojourner, a pilgrim. We are 
not permanent residents of this 
world. God has kept us in this 
world for a period of time and 
with a purpose. Having a so-
journer mentality helps one to 
see life in God’s perspective and 
align it with God’s purpose. Sec-
ondly, Jacob mentions about 
his suffering. In the imperfect  
world, suffering is part and par-
cel of everyone’s  life. Thirdly, Ja-
cob had the spiritual confidence, 
courage and daring to bless the 
Pharaoh. Only a greater person 
blesses a smaller person. Here 
Jacob is seen as greater, even 
though he is just a refugee. Se-
nior citizens can be a blessing to 
many people. Here are a few of 
the blessings they could bring 
on their generation.
1. Fruitfulness
 “The righteous flourish like 

the palm tree and grow like 
a cedar in Lebanon. They 
are planted in the house of 
the Lord; they flourish in the 
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courts of our God. They still 
bear fruit in old age; they are 
ever full of sap and green, 
to declare that the Lord is 
upright; He is my Rock, and 
there is no unrighteousness 
in Him” (Psa.92:12-15). The 
righteous people who grow 
old continue to be full of sap 
and green. They bear fruit in 
their old age as well, because 
they are planted in the house 
of the Lord. Their fruitfulness 
reveals God’s character. 
Christians can bear the fruit 
of the Spirit (Gal.5:22,23), 
the fruit of lips – worship 
(Heb.13:15) and the fruit of 
leading people to the Lord 
Jesus Christ even in their old 
age.

2. Agents Of Reconciliation
 Onesimus ran away from 

Philemon to end his life of 
slavery. He thought he would 
become anonymous in the 
city of Rome. But God caught 
up with him when he met 
Paul and became a disciple 
of Jesus Christ. Paul wants  
Onesimus to go back to his 
master, seek his forgiveness 
and be reconciled. Paul 
writes an emotional letter to 
Philemon, wherein he uses 
his ‘old age’ as a privilege 
or a tool to coax Philemon 
to accept his runaway 
slave as a brother in the 

Lord. “Accordingly, though 
I am bold enough in Christ to 
command you to do what is 
required, yet for love’s sake 
I prefer to appeal to you – I, 
Paul, an old man and now 
a prisoner also for Christ 
Jesus – I appeal to you for 
my child, Onesimus, whose 
father I became in my 
imprisonment” (Phil.1:8-
10). While many people 
consider old age as weakness, 
Paul considers his old age as 
an advantage to get pardon 
for a runaway slave.

3. Spiritual Insight
 When Joseph and Mary took 

the baby Jesus to the Jeru-
salem temple to fulfil the 
requirements of the Law of 
Moses, two old people met 
them. Simeon, a righteous 
and devout man, was wait-
ing for the consolation of Is-
rael – the Messiah. The Spirit 
of God was upon him and he 
knew that he would see the 
Messiah and die in peace, 
having seen the prophecy 
and promise to Israel ful-
filled (Lk.2:25-29). Although 
there were several Levites, 
Pharisees, Sadducees, young 
priests and prophets in Isra-
el, God chose Simeon, an old 
man, to reveal and confirm 
His plan of salvation. Then 
there was the 84-year-old 
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prophetess, Anna, to whom 
God’s salvation was revealed 
and who “spoke about the 
Child to all who were look-
ing forward to the redemp-
tion of Jerusalem”(Lk.2:36-
38).

4. Mentoring
 Eli was a highpriest. In 

the biblical account, he 
is seen as a father who 
could not discipline his 
sons when they led a sinful 
life. Nevertheless, God in 
His sovereign wisdom used 
Eli to mentor a small boy, 
Samuel, who grew up as a 
great prophet. Eli taught the 
child Samuel how to identify 
God’s voice and encouraged 
him to make himself available 
to God. Senior people can 
mentor children and young 
people – an awesome and 
rewarding ministry.

5. Providing For The Needs
 When David had to flee from 

Jerusalem because of the 
treachery of Absalom his son, 
an old man called Barzillai 
provided David with food 
and other needs. “Now 
Barzillai the Gileadite had 
come down from Rogelim, 
and he went on with the king 
to the Jordan, to escort him 
over the Jordan. Barzillai 

was a very aged man, eighty 
years old. He had provided 
the king with food while he 
stayed at Mahanaim, for he 
was a very wealthy man” (2 
Sam.19:31-32). When the 
uprising was defeated, David 
began his journey back 
to Jerusalem and invited 
Barzillai to accompany him to 
Jerusalem. Barzillai politely 
refused, but sent his son to 
serve David. In a very critical 
moment in the life of David, 
God used the 80-year old 
Barzillai to provide for the 
physical, moral and spiritual 
sustenance King David 
desperately needed. Old 
people can provide for 
the moral, emotional and 
spiritual needs of God’s 
people who experience low 
moments in their lives.

6. Prayer And Intercession
 Samuel was a great leader 

in Israel. As per their de-
sire, God granted the chil-
dren of Israel a king. Samuel 
installed Saul as the king 
and moved out of public 
life. The people, however, 
wanted Samuel to continue 
to pray for them and for 
the new system of the king-
dom. Samuel said, “More-
over, as for me, far be it from 
me that I should sin against 



Light of Life 32 october 2015



Light of Life 33 october 2015

the Lord by ceasing to pray for 
you” (1Sam.12:23). Though 
Samuel withdrew from his 
role as a leader, he continued 
to minister through prayer 
and intercession. Prayer and 
intercession are great respon-
sibilities God has bestowed 
upon His people, especially 
on those who withdraw 
from public ministry and 
give themselves to fervent 
intercession.

The Challenge
In our globalised, consum-

erist world, old people are 

looked upon as a burden, 
many of whom are rejected 
and ignored by their families. 
But God sees them as His use-
ful instruments to bless hu-
manity. Old men and women 
should be encouraged to make 
themselves gladly available as 
channels of God’s blessings to 
their generation.

J. N. Monokaran  
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Prestigious award given to Dr. Amit Kamle, CMD at hands of 
popular Indo- Canadian celebrity, Lisa Ray

It was a proud moment for Dr.Amit Kamle, Chairman and Managing 
Director of A.K. International Tourism, for being the prestigious 
winner of Brands Academy Award of Excellence for Significant 
contribution by A.K.International Tourism as ‘Best Pilgrimage Tour 
Operator’ for Israel, Jordan and Egypt. Dr. Amit Kamle received the 
award from Chief Guest, Lisa Ray, popular Bollywood actress. The 
Award ceremony was held at Movenpick Hotel and Spa, Bangalore 
on 8th August 2015.

Said a beaming Dr. Amit Kamle, “I feel blessed that God has chosen 
us to serve in his divine ministry and to show the Pilgrims the Holy 
land of Israel, Jordan and Egypt and witness God’s presence there. The 
Tourism award that too for Best Pilgrimage Tour Operator Award, and 
receiving it on an international platform, has been a very humbling 
experience. It truly inspires us to further excel in our endeavour”.

Dr. Amit Kamle even launched a spectacular DVD by the same title, 
‘The Holy Land Journey’. It was the 1st  DVD of its kind launched 
in India & has been made in 13 regional languages – English, 
Hindi, Marathi, Punjabi, Gujarati, Bengali, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, 
Malayalam, Oriya, Assamese and even Urdu, with sub-titles in 
English. “Our aim was to reach out to maximum people as possible, 
and no one should be deprived of getting to see the places where Lord 
Jesus lived, just because of the language and financial barrier. The film 
traverses through 75 sites where Lord Jesus travelled, and includes all 
the places that are mentioned in the Bible”, sums up Dr. Kamle.

 ‘Best Pilgrimage Tour Operator for Israel, Jordan & 
Egypt’ Award conferred on A.K. International Tourism

Advt.
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A bREAkTHROuGH IN  
JACOb’S LIFE

Janet Edwin
There are some battles in life that must be fought alone.

Jacob was left alone 
after his wives, women 
servants and sons were 

sent over the brook of Jabbok 
(Gen.32:24). He remained alone 
outside the land of Canaan to 
guard his family against any 
harm that might come. God 
permitted Jacob to do this so 
that He could deal with him 
better when he would be alone.

Alone With God
There are some battles in 

life that must be fought alone.    
Jacob’s self-will, self-determina-
tion, and self-righteousness had 
to be dealt with, and God chose 
to deal with them when he was 
alone. According to the Bible, 
“Jacob was left alone, and a man 
wrestled with him till daybreak” 
(v.24). When left alone, one can 
arrive at a true knowledge of 
himself. One has to be away 
from the world, away from his 
reasoning, his calculations, and 
be alone with God.

For example, Moses was alone 
in the desert with God for 40 
years. When he came out of the 
desert, he was a different man. 
He had learnt how to trust God 

for everything and had become 
fully qualified to lead the children 
of Israel out of Egypt. When 
David was living in  Ziklag, he 
and his men had gone out of 
the city the Amalekites invaded 
and took away their women and 
children captives. David and his 
men were grieved, but David 
encouraged himself in the Lord 
(1Sam.30:6). Jesus Himself made 
it a habit, when He was on earth, 
to spend time alone with His 
Father. If that was important 
for Him, how much more it is 
necessary for us!

Wrestling With God
Jacob was determined to 

guard his family against a 
possible night attack from his 
brother. As he stood watch, he 
was suddenly assailed by a man 
who wrestled with him all night. 
Since it was dark, Jacob did not 
realise who he was wrestling 
with. He did not know that it 
was God in the form of man. 
The Scripture passage may 
emphasise man’s perseverance 
with God in prayer, but it was 
God, not Jacob, who began the 
wrestling match. Instead of 
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persevering, Jacob was resisting 
continuously. Jacob didn’t lose 
his self-confidence even when 
the heavenly visitor wrestled 
with him. This passage shows 
God’s perseverance with man 
until He can break and make 
him.

God had been dealing with 
Jacob on the spiritual level for 
a long time, but Jacob failed 
to learn the lesson. Now God 
started to deal with him on 
the physical level. According 
to Genesis 32:25, the man who 
wrestled with Jacob touched 
the hollow of his thigh and 
the thigh was put out of joint. 
Likewise, when God deals with 
the believers on the physical 
level, like loss of health, wealth 
or family, many of them will 
be drawn closer to Him. It is 
only when believers become 
sensitive to the leading of the 
Lord that He will lead them on 
to the spiritual level.

Death To The Flesh
Since Jacob would not 

surrender, the divine wrestler 
dislocated his thigh and left 
him handicapped for life. This 
illustrates the seriousness of 
resisting God. The sentence of 
death has to be written on the 
flesh. “He that loses his life for My 
sake shall find it” (Matt.10:39). A 
Christian must learn to reconcile 
with the truth that the sentence 
of death has been passed on his 
flesh (Col.3:3;2Tim.2:11). This 
has been done by the death of 
Christ, but the Christian must 
appropriate it by faith. Teaching 
about the believer’s death to sin, 
the apostle Paul concludes, “In 
the same way, count yourselves 
dead unto sin but alive to God 
in Christ Jesus” (Rom.6:11). 
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ENDuRANCE
Kim Mahade

God has kept an eternal inheritance for His  
faithful children who endure trials.

Endurance is one of the 
virtues which manifests 
itself in the lives of those 

who love the Lord and serve 
Him. We see this quality espe-
cially among those who carry 
their cross daily. Endurance 
is not for the fainthearted, but 
for mature believers in Christ. 
In his first missionary journey, 
John Mark (the writer of Mark’s 
gospel) could not come to terms 
with the hardships of mission-
ary work and hence he quit. But 
when he realised his mistake 
later, he returned to the mission 
field, encouraged by Barnabas 
(the son of encouragement).

The Oxford dictionary defines 
endurance thus: to tolerate, 
experience and survive pain or 
hardship. It also defines patience 
thus: calm endurance. (In some 
versions of the Bible, the words 
endurance and patience are 
used interchangeably.)

According to some Christians, 
endurance is determination 
to keep going, in spite of 
being discouraged or having 
thoughts of giving up. To 
sum it up, endurance is not a 
pleasant experience, since we 

are called upon to continue 
carrying the cross (in our 
Christian lives/ministry) in 
the face of adversities. We are 
encouraged, by the word of 
God, not to give up but to go 
on depending upon the Lord 
for our sustenance, victory, 
success, etc., as we live for the 
Lord and serve Him despite 
the challenges we face from 
unfavourable circumstances, 
unreasonable people, rejection 
from known people, unforeseen 
dangers, enemies of the Gospel, 
self-seeking individuals, false 
accusations, etc. It is noteworthy 
that God is the source of all 
endurance, for it is He who 
primarily sustains His servants 
in their trials, e.g. Job, and who 
also gives us the grace and 
strength to endure, as we live 
a life that is pleasing to Him 
(2Cor.12:9; Rom.15:5NIV).

Examples Of Endurance
Paul practised much patience/

endurance in the face of every 
kind of hardship that he 
experienced (2Cor.6:4).

Jesus commended the church  
at Ephesus, for they had perse-
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vered and endured hardships 
for His sake (Rev.2:3).

Paul prayed for the Colossians 
that they “may have great 
endurance and patience…” even 
as he thanked God for their faith 
in Christ and their love for all 
the saints (Col.1:10-12;3-4).

Paul thanked God for 
the Thessalonians for their 
“endurance inspired by hope 
in our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 
Thess.1:3).

Paul boasted to the other 
churches that the Thessalonians 
persevered and were faithful to 
the Lord in the persecutions and 
trials that they were enduring 
(2Thess.1:4).

Paul told Timothy about the 
sufferings and persecutions that 
he himself had endured (2Tim. 
3:10-11).

We have the perfect example 
of Jesus recorded for us in 
Hebrews 12:1-2, which says, 
“Let us run with endurance 
the race that is set before us, 
looking unto Jesus, the author 
and perfecter of our faith, who 
for the joy that was set before 
Him, endured the cross despising 
the shame, and is seated at the 
right hand of God.”

In the OT, we have the  
inspiring example of Joseph who 
endured all his trials by faith, 
hoping that someday his God-

given dreams would be fulfilled, 
concerning whom the Scriptures 
record, “Till the word of the 
Lord came to pass, the word of 
the Lord tried him”(Psa.105:17-
19 NKJV).

How long was Joseph tried/
tested? How long did Joseph 
endure his trial? From the age 
of 17 (Gen.37:2), when he got 
the dreams of having become a 
ruler, through being hated and 
rejected by his brothers, being 
thrown into a pit, being sold 
as a slave, being employed in  
Potiphar’s house, being falsely 
accused by Potiphar’s wife, be-
ing thrown into prison, to finally  
being released from prison and 
exalted to become the Prime 
Minister of Egypt, at 30 years of 
age, 13 long years (Gen.41:46)!

Finally, after Joseph passed 
all his tests, he was rewarded, 
rather exalted, to the position 
of authority in Egypt, next 
only to the Pharaoh. Isn’t that 
amazing? 

We are also reminded of the 
heroic example of David, who, 
from being a young shepherd 
boy, was anointed to be the 
future king of Israel, when he 
was probably just a teenager. 
From thereon, becoming a 
personal musician for King 
Saul, defeating Goliath, being 
envied by Saul even to the 
point of attempted murder (by 
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Saul), being hounded by Saul’s 
soldiers and being hunted by 
Saul himself, David had to live 
like a fugitive in the wilderness 
till he was finally crowned the 
king of Israel (after Saul’s death) 
when he was 30 years of age. His 
coronation took place after many 
years of testing and endurance, 
which finally led him to become 
not only the beloved king of his 
people, but one who also had 
the honour of becoming the 
ancestor of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
through Joseph, the foster-father 
of Jesus, who was from David’s 
lineage.

The psalms of David are a 
beautiful record of the ups and 
downs of his life, his love for the 
Lord, his struggles, his failures, 
his adversaries, etc. Inspite 
of all that David endured, he 
remained faithful to the Lord, 
and finally became known as 
the man after God’s own heart. 

We also have the example of 
Abraham. Although God had 
promised him a son, he had 
to endure by faith till past the 
age of fatherhood (Gen.21:5) to 
receive the promise which was 
given to him when he was 75 
years old (Gen.12:4). Therefore, 
we see that after about 25 years 
of testing of his faith, Abraham 
was rewarded with the promised 
son. He also came to be known 
as the ‘father of faith’.

Moses longed to rescue his 
people, the Jews, from the Egyp-
tian slavery, but had to endure 
being humbled for 40 years in 
the desert, taking care of sheep, 
before God could send him to 
deliver the Israelites from the 
hands of Pharaoh.

Jeremiah, the weeping proph-
et, who had only one convert in 
a lifetime of faithful ministry to 
the Lord, had to bear rejection 
by the Jews and their king, be-
ing hated for his prophecies 
of divine judgment because of 
their idolatry. He was impris-
oned, thrown into a dungeon, 
suffered hunger and thirst, yet 
he endured all this persecution 
for the Lord.

Finally, we see Job who, hav-
ing lost everything, still clung 
to the Lord in unflinching faith 
and was rewarded for it in dou-
ble measure after enduring the 
worst of trials that had befallen 
him.

The Price Of Discipleship
The apostle John says that suf-

fering and patient endurance 
are the portion of God’s ser-
vants (Rev.1:9). He further says 
that the tribulation saints who 
would be martyred would need 
‘patient endurance’ to bear mar-
tyrdom (Rev.13:10b;14:12-13).

Paul told the Corinthians that 
when he and his fellow-mis-



Light of Life 40 october 2015

sionaries were persecuted, they 
endured it (1Cor.4:12). Paul in-
formed them about the immense 
sufferings that he and his co-
workers had to go through, “far 
beyond our ability to endure, so 
that we despaired even of life”, 
but added that God delivered 
them from their “deadly peril” 
(2Cor.1:8-10).

Paul exhorted Timothy to 
“endure hardship like a good 
soldier of Christ Jesus. ”He also  
said that he himself endured ev-
erything for the sake of God’s 
chosen ones, so that they too 
might obtain salvation in Christ 
Jesus (2Tim.2:3,10). The writ-
er to the Hebrews exhorts us 
to “endure hardship as disci-
pline”, because in doing so, God 
is treating us as sons.

The Promises
Jesus promised the church at 

Philadelphia (which by exten-
sion applies to all true believers) 
that, since they had kept His 
“command to endure patient-
ly”, He too would keep them 
from or through the tribulation 
period (Rev.3:10). “If we endure 
(suffer), we will also reign with 
Him” (2Tim.2:12). “He who en-
dures to the end shall be saved” 
(Matt.24:13).

Paul says that if we share in 
Christ’s sufferings we may also 
share in His glory, that our pres-

ent sufferings are not worth com-
paring to the glory that would 
be revealed in us (Rom.8:17-18).

Jesus said that those who en-
dured persecution and false  
accusation would be rewarded 
greatly in heaven (Matt.5:10-
12).

Paul goes on to say that our 
light affliction is working for 
us an eternal weight of glory 
(2 Cor.4:17), and Peter exhorts 
us to greatly rejoice if we have 
been grieved by various trials, 
because the genuineness of our 
faith may be found to praise, 
honour and glory when we 
meet Christ at the rapture (1 Pet. 
1:6-7).

Peter urges us that, when we 
encounter fiery trials unexpect-
edly, we should rejoice that we 
are sharing in Christ’s suffering 
whereby God is glorified; also 
we are blessed in such situa-
tions because God’s Spirit rests 
upon us to give us strength and 
endurance beyond human limi-
tations (1Pet.4:12-14), like in the 
case of Paul’s thorn in the flesh 
(2Cor.7:12) and Stephen’s mar-
tyrdom (Acts 6:8-15).

Paul tells us in Romans 8:16-
18 that we are God’s children 
and therefore joint heirs with 
Christ; if we suffer for His sake, 
we would also be glorified with 
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Him (1Thess.4:16;1Cor.15:52-55; 
Phil.3:20-21), ultimately lead-
ing us to complete Christ-like-
ness (1Jn.3:2, Rom. 8:18, 29-30, 
1Cor.15:47-49).

This is God’s final goal for us 
and our highest reward, regard-
less of whatever we have to en-
dure in this sinful and wicked 
world. God has kept for His 
faithful children, who endure 
trials, an eternal inheritance 
(1Pet.1:4,9), a perfect life filled 
with the joyful presence of our 
Lord’s companionship along 
with eternal rewards, beginning 
with the goal of our faith which 
is the salvation of our souls. We 
have the blessed hope of ruling 
with the Lord Jesus Christ in the 
millennium and thereafter occu-
pying the heavenly city of New 
Jerusalem where we would live 
with the Lord as one big family, 
where we shall serve Him, see 
Him face to face, bear His name 
upon our foreheads and reign 
forever and ever in that sinless, 
glorious, eternal city (Rev.21:22- 
22:5). 

Isn’t that enough motivation 
for us to endure our trials and 
tribulations for the Lord in this 
life? I know of two believers, 
one of whom is bedridden since 
about 20 years and the other 
servant of God who is suffering 
from severe back pain which 

has been untreatable for the past 
four years. Both of them are firm 
in their faith and are still de-
pending upon the Lord for His 
grace to sustain them though 
their unending trials.

So, dear friends, let us strive 
hard to finish the race of our life 
of faith with the determination 
that our Lord Jesus, the apostle 
Paul, the OT & NT saints have 
demonstrated to us and by the 
exemplary lives of those who 
have lived, suffered and died 
for Christ. We have heard the 
adage, “Bear the cross and wear 
the crown.” If we are indeed 
carrying our crosses without 
grumbling, surely in eternity we 
will wear the crown. This is the 
assurance we have from God’s 
word. Therefore, let us strive for 
the crowns that the Lord has kept 
for us, the crown of righteous-
ness for those who loved His 
appearing, the crown of life for 
those who endured temptation, 
the crown of rejoicing for soul 
winners and the crown of glory 
for Christian leaders (2 Tim. 4:8; 
Jas. 1:12, Rev.2:10; 1 Thess. 2:19-
20, Phil. 4:1; 1 Pet.5:2-4).

Kim Mahade  
lives in Mumbai and is 

a member of the U.B.M. 
Church, Bhandup.
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SAbbATH DAy
Vivek Salins

This is the concluding part of the article which deals with the principal 
arguments presented by the Seventh Day Adventists (“based on the Bible” 
as claimed by them) in their tracts titled Right Or Wrong and From Sunday to 
Sabbath in support of their dogma on the observance of the Sabbath Day. 

(Serial numbers 11-67 correspond to those in SDA’s tract Right or Wrong.)

Part-2

11. SDA: The two tablets of stone carrying the Ten Commandments 
were specially placed in the Most Holy Place of the sanctuary 
(Deut.10:1-5). 

VS: Right. The tablets of the law were still in the ark about 500 
years later when Solomon put it in his newly built temple 
(1Kg.8:9). The ark last appears in the Israelite’s history 
during the reign of Josiah, about 300 years after Solomon 
(2Chr.35:3). 

12-19. SDA: Ex.34:21;Ezek.20:12,13,21,22;Jer.17:24,25,27;Neh.13:18.
VS: Explained in preceding points.
20. SDA: Jesus, the Son of God, kept the Sabbath regularly when 

He lived on earth as a man (Lk.4:16; Jn.15:10). Thus Jesus kept 
the Sabbath according to the commandment of the Father, as the 
memorial of creation. Therefore it is our duty to follow the example 
of God the Father and God the Son.

VS: Jesus went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day “as was His 
custom”, being a Jew. Even though He was the perfect Son 
of God, and His local synagogue undoubtedly left much to 
be desired, Jesus attended services every week. His mission 
was to reveal to the Jews that He was the Messiah that Isaiah 
prophesied about. The Scripture does not indicate that Jesus 
went to the synagogue to observe the Sabbath day. Do 
Christians, or the Seventh Day Adventists, go to synagogues 
to worship God?

21-23. SDA: Mark 2:28; Matthew 12:12;24:20. 
VS: Explained in preceding points.
24. SDA: The two women who loved and followed Jesus kept the 

Sabbath holy, i.e., the day after Jesus’ death (Lk.23:56).
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VS: They were under the Old Covenant and therefore were 
obedient to the commandment.

25. SDA: For somewhere He has spoken about the seventh day in these 
words. And God did rest the seventh day from all His works. There 
remains, then, a Sabbath rest for the people of God; for anyone who 
enters God’s rest also rests from his own work, just as God did 
from His. Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, 
so that no one will fall by following their example of disobedience 
(Heb.4:4,9-11).

VS: Please read Hebrews 4:4,9-11 together with chapter 3 to 
understand the meaning of rest as taught in the Scripture. 
Hebrews 4:3-4 refer to Psalm 95:11 and Genesis 2:2 to draw 
a spiritual parallel between God’s rest after the creation and 
the eternal rest He gives to everyone who believes in His 
Son Jesus Christ (Matt.11:28;Jn.1:12). This eternal rest begins 
the moment a person is ‘born again’ through faith in Jesus 
Christ and lasts through eternity, in New Jerusalem. God 
wants us to enter His rest. For the Israelites of Moses’ time, 
this rest was the earthly rest to be found in the Promised 
Land. For Christians, it is peace with God now and eternal 
life on a new earth later.

26. SDA: Around fifteen years after the resurrection of Jesus, His 
followers worshipped on the Sabbath day as we can see in Acts 
13:14 which says, “but when they departed from Perga, they came 
to Antioch in Pisidia and went into the synagogue on the Sabbath 
day and sat down.”

VS: Paul and his missionary companions went to the synagogues 
with the one intention of proclaiming the Good News of 
salvation to the Jews and teaching them the word of God 
(O.T.). Their focus was the Gospel and salvation of Jews and 
Gentiles, definitely not the ritual observance of the seventh 
day of rest.

27. SDA: In AD45, Paul, the apostle of the Gentiles, called the seventh 
day of the week as the Sabbath day (Acts 13:27).

VS: Acts 13:27 has also been taken out of context to support the 
false doctrine of the Seventh Day Adventists. This verse 
is not about keeping the Sabbath; it refers to the people of 
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Jerusalem and their rulers who read the O.T. every Sabbath 
and yet failed to recognise the Messiah whom the prophets 
wrote about. The same people who read the words of the 
prophets every Sabbath handed over Jesus to be crucified. 

28-41 SDA: Acts 13:42, 44;15:21;16:13;17:2,3;13:14,44;16:13;17:2;
18:4,11;24:14;25:8;Lk.23:54 – In the NT the Sabbath has been 
mentioned 59 times and the day before the Sabbath has been called 
as the Preparation Day. There is no record in the NT that the 
Sabbath was done away with or was changed to another day. God 
did not give any man the power to change or alter the Sabbath 
commandment. The NT does not record anywhere of any early 
Christians working on the Sabbath day after the resurrection of 
our Lord Jesus. Instead, it records that they came together and 
worshiped God on the Sabbath day. The apostle John wrote the Book 
of Revelation around AD90 and until then not a single instance 
has been recorded that the Sabbath was changed.

VS: Dealt with sufficiently from 1 to 27.
42. SDA: Since Sabbath began at the time of creation and was set 

up before the fall of man, we will continue to observe the Sabbath 
eternally – even in the new earth and new heaven according to 
Isaiah (66:22,23).

VS: Isaiah 66:22-23 is not a reference to Sabbath but to new 
heavens and a new earth – an eternity with Christ where all 
the true believers will be worshipping the Lord throughout 
eternity – the eternal rest for the believers.

43. SDA: In Matthew 5:17-19 the Lord teaches us that the law will 
not be changed but when man changes it (the law) doesn’t it simply 
show the rejection of God and His word? 

VS: The Lord summarises verses 17-19 in verse 20 where He 
contrasts the righteousness of the Pharisees, who observed 
the law and the Sabbath day, with the righteousness that 
God expects from His children. Our righteousness is Christ 
Himself – we are complete in Him.

44. SDA: The Sabbath mentioned in Colossians 2:16 is “a shadow of 
things to come,” which need not be observed. Which is the Sabbath 
that is the shadow of the things to come? The apostle Paul here is 
talking about the Sabbaths that are related to feasts of the Jews as 
mentioned in Leviticus 23. The reason being the seventh day Sabbath 



Light of Life 45 october 2015

is not related in any way with the death or resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. The seventh day Sabbath was set up as a memorial of creation. 
Similarly it was given to us before the fall of man. Jesus had to come 
down to earth because man fell into sin. Hence in no way is the Lord’s 
incarnation and seventh day Sabbath related. On the contrary, the 
Sabbaths mentioned in Leviticus 23 are related to feasts and are a 
shadow of things to come. Therefore the fourth commandment still to 
be obeyed, and breaking this commandment is a sin. 

VS: Please read Colossians 2:16 and 17 in its context (found in 
vv.13-15) to understand what Paul is writing. Paul tells the 
Colossian Christians not to let others criticise their diet or 
their religious ceremonies. Instead of outward observance, 
believers should focus on faith in Christ alone. Our worship, 
traditions and ceremonies can help bring us closer to God, 
but we should never criticise fellow Christians because 
their traditions and ceremonies differ from those of ours. 
More important than the mode of worship is the object of our 
worship – Christ the Lord. The reality is found in Christ, 
who is the end of the Law.

45-66 SDA: A summary of their argument: Neither the OT patriarchs 
and prophets nor Jesus and the apostles observed the first day of 
the week as ‘holy day’. ‘Circumcision’ and ‘uncircumcision’ are 
nothing but the keeping of the commandments of God. The Bible 
does not record anywhere that the apostles gave any importance to 
the first day of the week.

VS: Dealt with sufficiently in the preceding points.
67. SDA: Keeping Sunday or the first day holy is a tradition crept into 

the Christian church which is against the law of God. History says 
Sunday observance began in AD321 (around 300 years after the 
resurrection of Jesus). During the time of Emperor Constantine 
when sun worshippers became Christians, their day of worship, or 
the day of the sun, crept into the Christian church. Europe which 
was then ruled by Rome then started keeping Sunday holy. When 
Europeans migrated to America, this tradition was also carried 
along with them. Most Christians even today observe Sunday holy 
without realising the truth about the ‘holiness’ of Sunday. Not one 
text from the Holy Bible can they find to support this. Observing 
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the first day instead of the seventh day is a cause for breaking the 
law of God. Thus, by keeping Sunday holy (which is got from the 
heathens), some Christians are still sinning against God. 

VS: Sunday worship has nothing to do with Emperor 
Constantine and the sun worshippers. The Church was 
born on the day of Pentecost, when the disciples were 
waiting for the arrival of the Holy Spirit as promised by 
Christ. God seeks those who worship Him in spirit and 
in truth, not those who are rigid and dogmatic about the 
day and the place of worship!

In their concluding remarks (page 11 of the tract Right or Wrong) 
the Seventh Day Adventists have quoted John 14:15 where the Lord 
tells His disciples, “If you love Me, keep My commandments.” Here 
the Lord is referring to His commandment (singular) that we, His 
disciples, love each other as He has loved us. He is not referring to 
the Ten Commandments. (Read John 15:12 also for more clarity.)

The Seventh Day Adventists will do well if they: 
• Stop criticising and condemning the Christians who do not observe 

the Sabbath Day according to their (SDA’s) understanding of the 
Sabbath law.

• Study the Bible (all the 66 books) in its entirety, comparing scripture 
with scripture, instead of picking up verses to justify their own ideas 
and beliefs.

• Live by the spirit of the law and not its letter which kills.
• Overcome their obsession with the Sabbath observance by en-

joying their rest in Christ, the hope of glory, who dwells in them 
(Col.1:27).

• Realise that their obsession with obeying the Law reflects the legal-
ism and fanaticism of the Pharisees of Jesus’ day, whose religion was 
Judaism.

• Believe that Jesus Christ has freed us from the curse of the Law 
(Col.3:1-14).

• Depend on Jesus Christ alone for salvation and eternal life  
(Rom.1:16-17).

Vivek Salins 
resides in Thane.

“
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Testimony

GOD’S GOODNESS
Jaya Amanna

Truly, there will be no dearth of earthly fathers or mothers   
when we have made God our Heavenly Father.

A father to the fatherless, 
a defender of widows, 
is God in His holy 

dwelling” (Psa.68:5).
It was 3.30am when I awoke to 

a flurry of activity. I saw every 
member of the household and a 
few neighbours gathered in the 
courtyard to get the food ready. 
It was a special day because at 
11am I was to be engaged to be 
married. This was a new place 
for me – a village in the interior 
of Udupi district in Karnataka. 
The family too was relatively 
new to me. Slowly, tears began 
to trickle at the thought of God’s 
goodness. Who are these people 
to me? Why are they doing all 
this for me? I, a Tamil girl – a 
believer in Jesus from a Hindu 
background – disowned by 
my earthly father due to this 
newfound faith – and now given 
a pride of place as a ‘daughter’ in 
this home. And, these are Tulu/
Kannada speaking Christian 
family – yet they embraced me 
as their own.

Mr. Sarvottama Maben was 
a simple man, hardworking 

and well respected in that area. 
He had met me once, when I 
had accompanied our hospital 
chaplain to his home – but then, 
he worked in tandem with 
another uncle from Bangalore, 
to get me as a bride for his 
sister’s son from Mumbai. He 
then unofficially adopted me 
as his daughter. So here I was 
at his huge place, experiencing 
a father’s love and care from 
someone who was still a stranger 
to me. He stood as my father 
during the engagement and 
spent as a father would spend 
for his daughter’s engagement. 
(Last year, he passed away to 
his eternal home.)

So far so good. But what about 
marriage? Marriage would 
take place in Mumbai and 
Sarvottama Maben was not able 
to come. Now who would stand 
as my father? But the God of 
surprises had something already 
arranged. So, when I landed in 
Mumbai, my would-be-husband 
had arranged my stay at the 
home of James Kumar, a pastor 
from the Methodist Church. 

“
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And later I got to know that he 
would stand as my father to give 
away my hand in marriage. And 
he wholeheartedly did. He has 
been a wonderful earthly father 
to me. A few years later, at the 
birth of our elder daughter, 
James Kumar came and bore the 
entire hospital expense, saying, 
“This is my responsibility as a 
father towards my daughter.”

Truly, there will be no dearth 
of earthly fathers or mothers 
when we have made God 
our Heavenly Father. “I tell 
you the truth,” Jesus replied, 
“no one who has left home or 
brothers or sisters or mother 

or father … for Me and for the 
Gospel will fail to receive a 
hundred times as much in this 
present age (homes, brothers, 
sisters, mothers, children – and 
‘fathers’ included, although 
not mentioned)” (Mk.10: 29, 
30).

I trust my testimony would 
help those who are struggling 
with issues of life without 
earthly fathers or mothers.

Mrs. Jaya Amanna  
is a professional counsellor 

and is also involved 
in “church planting” 

ministry.
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SIN IN DISGuISE
Jacob Ninan

We need to become wise or acquire wisdom concerning salvation.

The reason temptations 
deceive us is simple. 
They do not come an-

nouncing themselves as temp-
tations, which would have 
put us on the alert, but as with 
great and captivating offers 
that should not be ignored. It 
is because what they offer is at-
tractive to us that we even con-
sider taking them up. There are 
already desires (lusts) in our 
flesh (our sinful nature), which 
we have inherited 
from our ancestors 
Adam and Eve af-
ter they sinned, 
which have an in-
clination to give in 
to these offers of 
temptation. When 
these desires are stirred up by 
the temptation that comes upon 
us, that is when we are ‘really’ 
tempted (Jas.1:14,15). 

Temptations are always out 
there, but it is only when our 
sinful desires are fired up that 
we feel the temptation. 

We can say, in general, that 
temptations offer us one of 
two things – pleasure or an 
undue advantage. That was 
how Eve was tempted in Eden. 
She imagined the pleasure she 

would receive from eating that 
attractive and delicious looking 
fruit. She thought that by eating 
it she could become wise like 
God. Satan also threw in an offer 
of impunity telling her that she 
would be ok even after eating the 
forbidden fruit (Gen.3:1-6). If we 
look at our own experiences, can 
we not identify these elements 
in them too? 

We know that Eve was de-
ceived. There are certainly seri-

ous consequences 
to sin (Gal.6:7,8), 
now and in eternity. 
There is pleasure if 
we yield to sin, and 
there can be ad-
vantages on earth. 

But the pleasure is transient and 
the consequences last for a long 
time. The so-called advantages 
we imagine will always bite back. 
And there is no impunity for chil-
dren of God ‘under grace’ either 
(Rom.8:13). 

We who were slaves to sin were 
purchased with the ransom of the 
blood of Jesus. Now God wants 
us to overcome temptations and 
not live as before. He knows that 
even after becoming children 
of God we carry with us the 
flesh with its sinful desires. 

Temptations are always 
out there, but it is only 

when our sinful desires are 
fired up that we feel the 

temptation.
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He wants us to keep the flesh 
crucified (Gal.5:24), not yield 
to temptation (Rom.6:13), and 
to put the deeds of our body 
to death by the Holy Spirit 
(Rom.8:13). So, He tells us not to 
allow ourselves to be deceived 
by the appearances temptations 
put up (Heb.3:12,13). 

We need to become wise or 
acquire wisdom concerning sal-
vation (2Tim.3:15). If we can un-
derstand what attracts us to the 
offer from the particular temp-
tations we face in our life and 
look at the whole sequence from 
the point of view of the word of 
God, we can learn how to pre-
pare ourselves and overcome 
such temptations in future and 
also to cry out to the Lord for 

more specific help. It would be 
most foolish of us to take cover 
under ‘grace’ or to excuse our 
failures as our ‘weaknesses’. 

God is very realistic. He 
knows we might fall, and He has 
provided for our cleansing if we 
fall (1Jn.2:1,2;1:9). But certainly 
He does not want us to fall but 
to become overcomers. 

Let not the failures in our past 
keep us down in hopelessness or 
despair, but teach us how to over-
come temptations in the future. 

Jacob Ninan is a Bible 
teacher and counsellor, 

helping people with their 
spiritual, psychological and 

relationship problems. He 
lives in Bangalore.
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scient and omnipotent, but also
sovereign, doing whatever He
pleases (Ps.115:3). No one can
control Him or tell Him what He
should do. At the same time He
answers our prayers and acts
according to our request! He
tells us to ask whatever we want,
but answers us if we pray ac-
cording to His will
(Jn.14:13;1Jn.5:14,15).

This mystery of prayer has
puzzled people throughout
times. Some argue that we
need not pray anything be-
cause anyway God will do
what He wants, and others in-
sist that God will do whatever
we ask. Many times we don't
get what God wants us to get
because we don't ask, and at
other times God doesn't an-
swer because we ask wrongly
(Jas.4:2,3). Many times God
gives us what we need even
without our asking (Mt.5:45).
God's truth here has many
sides, and it would not be right
to take one sided views by ne-
glecting the other sides.

Leaders And Servants
In the kingdom of God, the

greatest ones are those who
serve all (Lk.22:24-27)! Jesus
said that in the world leaders
would lord it over the others,
but in His kingdom they would
serve the others
(Matt.20:25,26). For leaders to
serve seems to be a contradic-
tion in idea as well as practice.
When we look around we see
many Christian leaders who do

not seem to have understood
this and who go on lording it
over the others in their pursuit
of the top position.

Equal But Different
When it comes to husbands

and wives, there is equality in
God's eyes (Gal.3:28), yet there
are differences in roles, and
wives are to submit to their
husbands who are their heads
(Eph.5:22,23)! Some men find
it difficult to accept the fact of
equality and consider women
as if they were an inferior cre-
ation. Some women fight for
equality and find it difficult to
think of submitting to their
husbands. Yet both are truths
from God's word. Actually if
husbands love their wives as
Christ loves the church it
makes it easier for their wives
to submit to them, and if the
wives submit, it makes it
easier for the husbands to love
them!

Conclusion
There would be many other

similar examples we can take
from the Bible. But what this
shows us is that we should re-
sist the temptation to make too
much of a truth which we like
without looking to see if there
are other truths we need in or-
der to get a balanced view.

Jacob Ninan enjoys writing,
speaking and counselling.
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Jennifer Winget launches – ‘Walk on the footsteps of Jesus 
Christ’, a book penned by Pornima & Dr. Amit Kamle.

‘Walk on the footsteps of Jesus Christ’ – an inspirational book, which takes the 
readers across an exclusive pilgrimage of the Holy lands of Israel, Jordan and Egypt, 
was launched in Pune, at the hands of film & TV actress, Jennifer Winget on 24th 
August 2015, at Hotel Deccan Rendezvous.

Also, present at the launch ceremony were special guests of honour Shri Chandu 
Borde and Rev.Andrew Rathod, Bishop of Pune Diocese.  

Mrs. Pornima Kamle and Dr. Amit Deepak Kamle, Chairman & Director, A.K. 
International Tourism, have conceptualized and written the book, which took 
almost a year and a half to complete. In fact, Dr. Amit Kamle started A.K. International 
Tourism in 2012, taking pilgrims on an exclusive pilgrimage to The Holy lands of 
Israel, Jordan and Egypt, travelling from where Lord Jesus was born, until he was 
crucified, and then resurrected. 

Says a beaming Pornima Kamle, “‘Walk on the footsteps of Jesus Christ’ is an 
interesting book, which  brings the sights of the Holy Land alive, taking the reader 
onto an exciting journey back through time, retracing the important places and 
events from Genesis to Jesus Christ and up to the present time. The narrative is 
based on the Holy sites in Israel, Jordan & Egypt and its biblical references in the 
Holy Bible. It also covers the festivals, cuisine and history of the Holy land”.

In order to give the reader an idea of the larger geography in which Jesus lived, 
‘Walk on the footsteps of Jesus Christ’ also includes striking photographs of 
village and desert life, nature reserves and local wildlife, fascinating information 
about ancient and modern native peoples in the Holy Land.

Advt.
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Said Jennifer Winget “Well Dr.Amit and Pornima are family. My parents have 
travelled with them to Israel, Jordan and Egypt in November 2013. When Dr. Amit 
Kamle invited me, I felt honoured and privileged to release such a wonderful book 
on the Holy Land, a book that can be read over and over again and which is so 
meaningful and so easy to understand. Even I would love to travel to Israel with 
them soon”.

“Two years ago we had released a DVD titled, ‘The Holy Land Journey’, and we 
were overwhelmed with the stupendous response to the DVD and happy that in 
less than 1 month, we had reached the magical figure of 1111 DVDs being sold”, 
smiles Dr.Amit Kamle. “The DVDs have reached around 21 states across India and 
have been well-appreciated. This motivated us to then write a book” He thanked the 
Ministries of Tourism of Israel, Jordan, Egypt and Palestine for their cooperation.

It is perhaps the first book of its kind released in India, which when read, transpires 
you literally into the Holy Land,  bringing alive all those places where Jesus walked, 
lived, healed, preached & taught. With its treasury of stories, facts, and legends you 
experience the Life of Jesus just as if you were there!!!

Sums up Dr. Amit Kamle, “We feel blessed that God has chosen us to serve in his 
divine ministry and to show the Pilgrims the Holy land of Israel, Jordan and Egypt 
and witness God’s presence there”.

‘Walk on the footsteps of Jesus Christ’ is a 148-page book, priced at Rs.375, and 
is available at all leading Christian bookstores in India.

Christian, born-again believer girl 29 years old, 5’7” height, MBA, HR, working 
as a senior HR executive with IT company in Pune, seeking a suitable believer 
groom. Mail: mailmatrimony@yahoo.com. Ph: 9890093827.

MATRIMONIALs

27-year old, born-again Pentecostal, Telugu girl (PGDBM from Osmania 
University) working for Deloitte, Hyderabad, last 8 years (with permanent US H1 
Visa) and drawing a handsome salary – seeks alliance from a born again Christian 
boy with sober habits.

For Details Contact: Venus Kumar (elder brother) – 9963922339 –  
blogs.venus@gmail.com 

Mar Thomite parents in Mumbai invite proposal for their daughter, age 31 years, 
height 5’3”, B.Sc Nursing, working in Mumbai. Contact: 07709923637

Parents invite suitable alliance for their only daughter 27 years, height 5.4’, B 
E (I T), MBA. Seeking God fearing Bachelor preferably Engineer from religious 
protestant family.
 Contact 09028773056/09420775781 or Rev Gaikwad 07276686091

Advt.



Light of Life 54 october 2015

SANCTIFICATION
Sandeep Poonen

I am sanctified as I set myself apart increasingly for God.

YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED

Question:
Can you explain the words 

justification and sanctification?
Answer:
I last spoke about the glorious 

truth of justification. This month 
I want to follow up with some 
thoughts on sanctification. In my 
estimation, very few Christians 
have a firm understanding or 
conviction of both 
justification and 
sanctification.

Here’s the reason 
why I say this.

Many Christians 
live lives of 
constant guilt and 
c o n d e m n a t i o n . 
They do not live 
where they can always enter 
God’s presence with boldness 
and confidence (Heb.4:16). So 
they fall into sin (accidentally or 
intentionally). But the worse sin 
they commit is that they believe 
the lie that they do not have a 
way back to God’s presence and 
acceptance. Instead, they hide 
from God’s presence (like Adam 
and Eve did).

God never excuses sin, but has 
created a way back for anybody 
who sins. However, there is 
no hope for somebody who 
chooses to stay from God. The 
only person who has no hope 
is the one who is unwilling to 
come back to God.

Many other Christians live 
lives of superficial freedom. 

When people do 
not recognise the 
seriousness of the 
sins in their lives, 
they are living with 
a freedom that 
Jesus has nothing 
to do with. 

Many people 
like to quote this 
phrase, “You will 

know the truth and the truth 
will make you free.” But that is 
only half of what Jesus said. The 
whole sentence is this, “If you 
continue in My word, then you 
are truly disciples of Mine; and 
you will know the truth, and 
the truth will make you free”  
(Jn.8:31-32).

It is only as we continue 
in God’s word that we will 

If we silence the Holy 
Spirit when He points out 
areas in our lives that lack 
holiness, we are choosing 
to separate ourselves from 
God’s words for us. We are 

then living with an un-
biblical view of Christian 

freedom.
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continue to live with the freedom 
of Christ. If we silence the Holy 
Spirit when He points out areas 
in our lives that lack holiness, 
we are choosing to separate 
ourselves from God’s words 
for us. We are then living with 
an un-biblical view of Christian 
freedom. Now we may feel like 
we are free and think that all 
is good, but we are deluding 
ourselves spiritually.

The life that Jesus offers is not a 
life of repeated condemnation/
guilt, but neither is it a life of 
superficial freedom. If you 
find yourself living either of 
these lives, you can be sure you 
have not met the true Jesus. 
The truth about justification is 
meant to free us from a life of 
repeated guilt and shame and 
condemnation, and the truth 
about sanctification is meant to 
free us from a life of superficial 
and fake freedom.

Justification and sanctification 
go hand in hand and cannot be 
separated. Justification by faith is 
the foundation on which our lives 
must be built. But sanctification 
into a life of increasing holiness 
is the only way to build a house 
that will keep you safe amidst 
the storms of life.

Paul speaks clearly the 
messages of justification and 
sanctification in his letter to the 
Romans. Romans 1-3 set up the 

message of justification by faith 
that starts in Romans 3:21. The 
rest of that chapter and chapters 
4 and 5 continue to establish 
this great truth. Then Romans 6 
begins to speak about the truth 
of sanctification.

And Paul transitions from 
justification to sanctification 
with these words, “What shall 
we say then? Are we to continue 
in sin so that grace may increase? 
May it never be! How shall we 
who died to sin still live in it?” 
(Rom.6:1-2).

Or, if I might paraphrase, 
“What shall we say then? Shall 
we continue in sin because of 
the great truth of justification? 
May it never be! How shall we 
who died to sin refuse to be 
sanctified?”

Let me share with you a couple 
of thoughts on sanctification, 
and how I have come to 
joyfully embrace the truth of 
sanctification that I read about 
in the Bible.

Before I define sanctification, 
let me show you one verse that 
tells us how vital it is. Hebrews 
12:14 says, “Pursue peace with 
all men, and the sanctification 
without which no one will see 
the Lord.” So, sanctification is 
essential for anyone who wants 
to see and be with the Lord.
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How should we think of 
sanctification? The Bible uses 
the word ‘sanctification’ in the 
same way it uses two other 
more familiar words – holiness 
and consecration. To me, 
sanctification is the process by 
which we are made holy, and 
for us to be sanctified is for us 
to be set apart for a particular 
purpose (consecrated). So, 
sanctification is the process by 
which we are increasingly set apart 
for God alone.

Think about that 
for a minute. If 
you are a serious 
Christian, you’ve 
probably heard 
many messages on 
holiness, and may 
even sincerely 
desire to live a holy 
life. But what does 
that look like in your everyday 
life? For me, I found that my 
attempts to be holy consisted of 
trying to do all the right things 
and also trying to not do any 
of the wrong things (with the 
Bible as my guide). But after 
a while, and after a million 
times of messing up and falling 
down, sanctification became a 
tremendous burden. I began to 
hate the words ‘sanctification’ 
and ‘holiness’, and preferred 
to think only about justification 
and the great love of this God 
who accepted me.

While sanctification is the 
process of being made holy, 
I must not reduce it to trying 
harder and training my will just 
to say ‘no’. Don’t get me wrong, I 
must try harder and train my will 
to say ‘no’ (Lk.9:23;1Cor.9:24-27). 
But the process by which I am 
made holy is not primarily my 
running away from something, 
but rather it is my running 
towards something.

This is a very important 
distinction. I am sanctified as 
I set myself apart increasingly 

for God and God 
alone.

It is as I choose to 
follow Jesus, even 
when it means the 
rejection of my 
friends, that I tell 
God that I want 
to be set apart for 

Him alone.
It is as I choose to obey Jesus  

and “pray for those who 
persecute you,” rather than 
scheme and wish for their 
downfall, that I tell God that 
I want to be set apart for Him 
alone.

It is as I choose to trust the 
words of Jesus that He will 
never leave me even when all 
of my feelings tell me that I am 
all alone, that I tell God that I 
want to be set apart for Him 
alone.

It is as I choose to obey 
Jesus and “pray for those 

who persecute you,” rather 
than scheme and wish for 
their downfall, that I tell 
God that I want to be set 

apart for Him alone.
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This is how I personally view 
sanctification. This is how I have 
thoroughly embraced a life of 
holiness for every area of my life. 
It is not because I serve a God 
whom I am afraid 
of. The fear of God 
that I seek to have 
is only in response 
to His great love 
shown to me. It 
is as I continue 
to experience 
the great love of 
God, that I long to 
please Him more 
and more. 

I am discovering 
a God who keeps 
welcoming me 
back home as I 
claim the finished 
work of His Son as my access 
into His presence. I find that 
I have full access to God at all 
times as I continue to place 
my faith in Jesus. Don’t you 
think it’s completely natural 
and obvious to expect me (a 
recipient of so much mercy 
from such a God) to also want 
and seek ways to set myself 
apart for such a God? To me, it 
is the most natural reaction in 
the world.

Dear friend, I hope that these 
truths will sink in deeply. Many 
young people have gone after 

the ‘fool’s gold’ of a grace that 
is cheap and vulgar. They have 
fallen away from pursuing all 
of Christ by listening to fanciful 
ideas, talented writers, and 

eloquent speakers 
who entice us 
with a god that is 
a half-truth of love 
without holiness. 
At the same time, 
there are many 
other young 
people who have 
been burdened by 
outwardly ‘holy’ 
people who teach 
of a taskmaster 
God who is all 
judgment and 
wrath.

I hope that what I have written 
above shows you a refreshingly 
different and more wonderful 
God! May God have mercy on 
us and open our eyes to the 
truth of sanctification.

Your fellow pilgrim in Jesus 
Christ,

Sandeep

Sandeep Poonen  
is a software engineer who 

has an active ministry 
speaking to young people  

and college students.

They have fallen away 
from pursuing all of Christ 

by listening to fanciful 
ideas, talented writers, 

and eloquent speakers who 
entice us with a god that is 
a half-truth of love without 
holiness. At the same time, 
there are many other young 

people who have been 
burdened by outwardly 

‘holy’ people who teach of a 
taskmaster God who is all 

judgment and wrath.
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WOrd and The WOrld

Well, who is a man’s 
(human’s) best friend? 
For those of you who 

said ‘dog’ or ‘spouse’, you got 
the answer wrong. It is the cell 
phone! Proof? When God met 
with Moses at the burning bush, 
He asked him what was in his 
hand. Moses replied, “A staff”; 
and there is nothing surprising 
in that. What else would you 
expect to find in the hands of 
a shepherd? But, today if God 
were to ask most people at al-
most any time of the day what 
was in their hand, the answer 
would almost invariably be, 
“cell-phone.” A proverb says 
that “a friend sticks closer than 
a brother”! This could likely in-
clude the sleeping hours too.

Socially Disengaged
The cell-phone is a communi-

cation device, and so the conclu-
sion we would draw is that we 

www.SOCIAL-ONLINE-yET-
ANTI.SOCIAL

Cyril Georgeson
Even though we think we are extremely socially connected 

through mobile devices, it comes at the expense of the  
ability to consider the full humanity of those around.

are more socially adept than any 
previous generation. No! No? 
Yes, a recent research by Pew Re-
search Centre in the US said that 
82% of people surveyed said that 
using the cell-phone ‘frequently 
or occasionally’ in a social setting 
‘hurts the conversation’. So, that 
which should help us be more 
connected to people, has ended 
up hindering our ability to relate 
to people we meet.

Guess we can presume the 
good news is that, with this 82% 
people being aware of the dan-
gers of the cell-phone in social 
settings, only the unenlightened 
minority would use the cell-
phone in similar situations. But 
the survey further validates the 
maxim that ‘knowledge does 
not necessarily translate into 
action’. 89%, or in other words, 
almost all of us, yet use the cell-
phone when we are with people. 
Yes, this is quite disheartening – 
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that though we know the effect, 
we yet persist in the very same 
behaviour.

What do people use the cell-
phone for when they are with 
others? 61% read email or SMS 
messages; 58% take a photo or 
video, and 52% actually send a 
message even when amongst 
others.

Pew found that 16% of people 
used their phone because they 
were “no longer interested in 
what the group was doing,” 
15% wanted to “connect with 
others outside of the group,” 
and 10% use a phone to avoid 
group conversations altogether.1 
Now, this clearly indicates that 
the cell phone has become an 
easy means, or excuse, to detach 
from a group even when we 
are physically present. So, we 
are using the cell-phone not to 
stay connected, but to actually 
mentally disengage ourselves, at 
will, from our present setting.

Devolved Social  
Consciousness

A few years ago, Time maga-
zine had reported that though 
the cell-phone keeps us socially 
connected, they actually reduce 
‘social consciousness.’ Research-
ers found that after a short pe-
riod of cell-phone use people 
were less likely to partake in 
pro-social behaviour – for exam-
ple they were less likely to vol-

unteer for any social initiative.2

Healthland’s Maia Szalavit 
speculated that “Social connec-
tion is, sort of, like eating. When 
you are hungry, you seek out 
food. When you are lonely, you 
seek social connection. When 
the experience of social connec-
tion is elevated, we feel socially 
‘full’ and have less desire to seek 
out other people and see them 
in a way that treats them as es-
sentially human.”

A similar psychology may af-
fect our everyday interactions. 
“People talk about being over-
extended, having too many din-
ner dates, coffee dates, meetings. 
They feel depleted. We think 
this plays into our findings. Even 
though you are extremely socially 
connected, at some point, it comes 
at the expense of the ability to con-
sider the full humanity of those 
around you.3. This draws us to 
the conclusion that we are satu-
rating ourselves in the virtual 
world to the extent that we are 
then too drained for personal 
interaction. This soon becomes 
a habit which leads to a pattern 
where we are more tuned to the 
social world in the cyber sphere 
than in the physical realm.

Is social fatigue, further satu-
rated by online social media, 
taking its toll on our spiritual 
well-being too? Based on these 
research findings, the answer 
seems to be “yes!”
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Things have now got to a pretty 
pass when you have questions 
like: do we need to go to church? 
Can we not just watch it on the 
internet? The music is good and 
you can choose the preacher! 
But, we have to ask an even more 
basic question: What does the 
New Testament say in response 
to the question – What is church? 
When we study this subject, 
apart from other things, the word 
‘community’ would surely pop-
up. The church definitely has a 
social dimension too.

One is forced to now speculate 
whether low ‘social conscious-
ness’ has any bearing on how 
things are in the church today. 
Is it because of social satura-
tion that we find few turn up for 
youth meetings, Bible studies, 
prayer meetings, church picnics, 
camps and retreats? Would it 
be a good idea to delete What-
sApp, Viber, Snapchat, Face-
book, Google+ and every other 
conceivable social app from our 
mobile devices? Would this re-
sult in better participation in 
church events? We may not 
have to go to that extreme.

What is the way to recovery? It 
is not rejection of technology, but 
being willing to put it in perspec-
tive so that it is a blessing and not 
a hindrance. We could consider 
some or all of the following:

• Setting daily time boundaries 
for our engagement with 
social media

• Planning a weekly internet 
fast

• Rejecting the lie that we 
need to be connected every 
minute of the day

• Refusing to let the cell-phone 
interfere in any way when 
we are spending time with 
people – even if it’s only one 
other person (switching off 
the phone is not a bad idea)

• Volitionally setting apart 
time for helping those who 
are less privileged than us 
on a regular basis

We would actually find that, not 
only do we become more adept 
with our social skills, but we 
have a closer communion with 
God who has been, and ever will 
be, available for us. And He does 
not need a network connection. 
________________________
i. http://recode.net/2015/08/25/

phones-make-us-jerks/
ii. h t t p : / / h e a l t h l a n d . t i m e .

com/2012/02/20/is-your-cell-
phone-making-you-a-jerk/

iii. h t t p : / / h e a l t h l a n d . t i m e .
com/2011/10/28/how-being-
socially-connected-may-sap-your-
empathy/

Cyril Georgeson  
is a commentator  

on social, cultural and  
apologetic trends,  
based in Mumbai.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

bETwEEN A SPEECH AND A PRAyER
Oby Cherian

Our prayers need not be long, but they need  
  to honour God with every word.

And before Him no 
creature is hidden, 
but all are open and 

laid bare to the eyes of Him 
with whom we have to do” 
(Heb.4:13).

 “Dear Lord,” he prayed, 
“we thank You for our director 
who has strived to improve the 
facilities in our institution and 
all the sacrifices he has made, 
having come here 20 years 
ago...,” so on and on it went. 
Here is another one, “Dear Lord, 
You know that we need a new 
parsonage and that it will cost at 
least 50 lakhs...”

These are the types of prayer 
I hear from time to time. What 
starts off as a prayer becomes a 
speech. I wonder! Should we use 
prayer as vehicle to convey what 
we want to tell people? Perhaps 
we think that our ideas will be 
better accepted if couched in the 
form of a prayer where God is 
also a witness!

When we pray, we speak to 
the Father, to the Son and to the 
Holy Spirit. If the sample prayers 
cited above were addressed to 
worldly monarchs, they may be 

tempted to ask, “Are you talking 
to me, or are you using this 
audience to impress someone 
else?” We may talk to the Lord 
on behalf of a group, but we must 
remember who we are speaking 
to and that the centre of this 
exercise is the throne of God.

When we come into the 
presence of God, we recognise 
that we are not in charge, trying 
to change people and things 
around us, but that God is 
sovereign. With Him in control, 
we do not have to be anxious to 
put up a good show, for He can 
see through all of this. We can be 
calm and open our hearts to Him 
in honesty and dependence.

Our prayers need not be long, 
but they need to honour God 
with every word; and we need to 
remember who we are talking to. 

“When you pray, don’t be like 
the hypocrites who love to pray 
publicly – where everyone can 
see them” (Matt.6:5).

Dr. Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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Clues Across: 
1. “After Terah had lived 70 years, he 

became father of ……, Nahor and Haran.”  
(ch.     v.      )

4. “Abram and Nahor both married. The name 
of Abram’s wife was …… and the name of 
Nahor’s wife was Milcah.  (ch.      v.     )

7. One of the sons of Japheth (ch.       v.    )
8. The Canaanite clans scattered and their 

borders reached up to this place. (ch.    v.  )
9. “Adam named his wife …. because she 

would become the mother of all the living”  
(ch.    v.     )     

10. Sarah lied to the Lord that she did not ……… 
(ch.      v.       )

12. “The …….. turned away and went towards 
Sodom, but Abraham remained standing 
before the Lord” ( ch.     v.       )

14. One of the grandsons of Keturah. (ch.   v.   )
17. This place is in the territory of Canaanites.  

(ch.     v.      )
20. Lot and his two daughters lived in a …….. 

in the mountains after Sodom was destroyed 

CROSSwORD NO.20
Genesis chapters 1-25. New International Version (International Bible Society)  

J. Fredric Dawson
Answers received after 5th November 2015 will not be considered

Send in your answers with Bible references by E-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, to reach  
Light of Life, Post Box 4576, 21 YMCA Road, Mumbai 400 008, not later than November 5, 2015. Please 
indicate your name, address and Light of Life Subscription Number while sending the answers. – Ed

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9

10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21

22

23

Note: 1. Answers without the Scripture references will not be considered.
 2. Incorrect reference is counted as error, even though the word is correct.

and they left Zoar, as they were afraid to stay 
there. (ch.      v.       )

21. “The Lord said to her, ‘Two nations are in your 
womb, and two peoples from within you will 
be separated; one people will be stronger than 
the other and the …… will serve the younger’ 
” (ch.     v.       )

23. “The Lord saw how great man’s wickedness 
on the earth had become, and that every 
……… of the thoughts of his heart was only 
evil all the time.” (ch.     v.       )

Clues Down: 
1. “The ……. of the Lord found Hagar near a 

spring in the desert; it was the spring that is 
beside the road to Shur.” (ch.     v.       )

2. “Abraham looked up and there in a thicket 
he saw a …. caught by  its horns.”  
(ch.     v.      )

3. “Abram travelled through the land as far as the 
site of the great tree of ……. at Shechem.”  
(ch.    v.     )

4. Melchizedek was the king of … (ch. v .     )
5. Apart from good gold, aromatic ……..
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and onyx were also found in Havilah.  
(ch.    vv.     &      )

6. God created man in His own ….. (ch.    v.     )
11. “Enoch walked with …..; then he was no 

more, because ….. took him away.” (ch.      v.      
)

13. “So God said to Noah, ‘ I am going to put 
an … to all  people because the earth is 
filled with violence because of them.’ ”.  
(ch.     v.     )

14.  “You are … good … dead because of the 
woman you have taken.” (ch.     v.      )

15. “Abraham was a hundred years old 
when his son …… was born to him.”  
(ch.      v.       )

16. “You will, however, go to your fathers in peace 
and be buried at a good old …” (ch.     v.      )

17. The Lord smelt the pleasing …….. of 
the sacrifice made by Noah after he 
came out of the ark after the floods.  
(ch.     v.      )

18. He was one of the grandsons of Noah. (ch.      
v.       )

19. “Terah lived 205 years and he died in …….” 
(ch.      v.       )

22. “ From the Negev he went from place to place 
until he came to Bethel, to the place between 
Bethel and … where his tent had been earlier.” 
(ch.      v.       )

Answers to Crossword No.18
Clues Across: Clues Down:
1. antichrists (1Jn. 2:18)   1  angels (Jude 6)    
5. gossiping (3Jn.9&10)  2. testifies (1Jn.5:6)  
9. liar (1 Jn.4:20) 3. Cain (1Jn.3:12).   
10. suffer (Jude 7)  4.  rain (Jude 12)  
11. us (1Jn. 3:24; 4:13)    6. Gaius (3Jn.v.1)    
12. Son (1Jn.5:12)   7. strangers (3Jn. v.5)   
15. visit (2Jn.v.12) 8.  true (1Jn.5:20)  
17. house (2Jn.v.10)   13. evil (3Jn.v.11)   
18. lawlessness (1Jn.3:4) 14. born (1Jn.5:1)   

16. the (1Jn.4:4)

Rev. Damara Samadam, Hyderabad, Telan.
Percy Charles, Mumbai, Mah.
Viola Kumar, Secunderabad, Telan.
Chandra Kumari Mohan, Nagercoil, TN.
A. Sunderraj, Ambernath, Mah.
Elcy Johnas, Thane, Mah.
Vijay Swami, Nagpur, Mah.
Jasmine Christopher, Pune, Mah.
D. Hillel Johnson, Vellore, TN.
Neelima Chakravarthy, Hyderabad, Telan.
I. Devanayagam, Tirunelveli, TN.

All correct: 
W.O. Salins, Mangalore, Ka.
Latha Jebackumar, Coimbatore, TN. 
Daisy T. Michael, Coimbatore, TN.
E. Gnanasekar, Chennai, TN.
Daisy Frank, Vadodara. Guj.
Shekhar D. Nadar, Navi Mumbai, Mah.
Dolly Sinha Roy, Vadodara, Guj.
Keren S. Peters, Pune, Mah.
Mary Mathew, Trivandrum, Ke.
Vathsala J. Kotian, Mumbai, Mah.
Thawnzagin N., Churachandpur, Manipur

One error:

Nitin Arole, Pune, Mah. (Clues Across-5: Gossiping – 3Jn.9&10)
Ivor Valentine, Mumbai, Mah. (Clues Down-6: Gaius – 3Jn.1)
Anjali Sahu, Cuttack, Odisha. (Clues Down-6: Gaius – 3Jn.1)
Monica Divakar, Solapur, Mah. (Clues Down-4: rain – Jude 12)
Annamma P. Baby, Trivandrum, Ke.
Ruth Stephen Savel, Ambernath, Mah. (Clues Down-1: angels – Jude 6)
Mohan B., Bangalore, Ka.
G. Susan Abraham, Hyderabad, Telangana. (Clues Down-14: born – 1Jn.5:1)
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An INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN ORGANISATION working all over 
India seeks to employ  “SECRETARY TO  EXÉCUTIVE DIRECTOR” for 
its Office based in Chennai. He/ She should be professionally qualified 
with good experience in secretaryship, Initiating innovative proposals 
with International Office. Preferably a person with good communication 
skills and full knowledge of Computer and Accounts. He/She must 
be born again and should have good testimony in the church 
he is attending. Must be of age 35-40years and willing to travel. 
Please apply with full details in Curriculum Vitae along with photo, Salary 
Expected, 2 testimonies from Church  and also from leading Christian 
Executive.Enclose copies of all credentials. Send hard copies to:

“CONFIDENTIAL”
House Of Praising 

The Executive director  
No 31/7, 2nd Main Road, 
LAKSHIMIPURAM EXTN,  

Chennai-45. 
or Email it to thambu.david@gmail.com  

On or before 31st October 2015.

“WANTED”
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Christians In India
(TOI): Nearly half of the coun-

try’s Christian population lives 
in south India, shows the Census 
2011 data released on August 
25. The five southern States – 
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka, 
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana 
– account for 1.28 crore (46%) of 
India’s 2.78 crore strong Chris-
tian community.

With seven North Eastern 
States accounting for 28.1% of 
the Christian population and 
Goa for another 1.3%, the rest of 
the country is home to less than 
25% of the total Christians in 
the country. The proportion of 
Christians in the total population 
has, however, dipped slightly 
from 2.34% in 2001 to 2.29% in 
2011. Kerala alone is home to 
22.07% of the total Christians in 
the country, followed by Tamil 
Nadu with 15.58%. Hindus are 
the overwhelming majority 
making up 79.8% of the popula-
tion, but the south accounts for 
just 21.47% of the community in 
the country.

Analysts say there are many 
reasons why the Christian 
population is concentrated in 
the south. “The first apostle, St. 
Thomas, arrived in Kerala and 
travelled to Tamil Nadu. Chris-
tians have always considered 
the Southern States as their own 
and they are one with the cul-
ture of these States,” said ana-
lyst Bernard Samy. Education 
also plays a major role in Chris-
tians making south their home, 
he said. “There are several edu-
cational institutions managed 
by the church and individuals 
from the community. These in-
stitutions employ many from 
the community and they form 
part of the State’s population,” 
Samy said.
TV Channel To Inculcate Fam-
ily Values

(TOI, Mumbai): Alarmed by 
the influence of modern media 
on the youth, a group of Catho-
lics has expressed the need to 
start a television channel that in-
culcates family values. The mot-
ley group of priests, nuns, edu-
cationists and corporate leaders 
met at the seminar, Family in 
the Context of Media Revolu-
tion, in Bandra, Mumbai. Par-
ticipants included Fr. Stephen 
Fernandes, professor of ethics 
at St. Pius Seminary, Jeannette 
Pinto, former vice-principal of 
St. Xavier’s College, Royston 
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Braganza, CEO of Grameen 
Capital, and Dr. Astrid Lobo 
Gajiwala of Tata Hospital.

“Modern media has its advan-
tages, but it also throws up sin-
gular challenges to the family 
structure. The Catholic Church 
has reportedly discussed the is-
sue several times, but is halted in 
its tracks by the cost of starting a 
TV channel. The other challenge 
is in producing software to run 
24-hour programming ,” said 
Sr. Jessy Jacob of the Daughters 
of St. Paul, the organisation that 
hosted the seminar. The nuns 
of St. Paul would like to see a 
blend of Biblical shows, youth 
improvement programmes and 
stories that impart morals to 
kids on the proposed channel.

Fr. Stephen focussed his ad-
dress on online media. “The 
downside of online interaction 
is that families are breaking up 
owing to adulterous relation-
ships and indulging in evils like 
wife-swapping. Children are the 
worst sufferers,” he said.

Muslims Converting
(TOI): Mohammed Ali Zonoo-

bi bends his head as the priest 
pours holy water over his black 
hair. “Will you break away from 
Satan and his evil deeds?” pas-
tor Gotfried Martens asked the 
Iranian refugee. “Will you break 
away from Islam?” “Yes,” Zo-
noobi fervently replies. Spread-

ing his hands in blessing, Mar-
tens then baptizes the man “in 
the name of the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Ghost.” Moham-
med is now Martin – no longer 
Muslim, but Christian. Zonoobi, 
a carpenter from the Iranian 
city of Shiraz, is one of the hun-
dreds of mostly Iranian and Af-
ghan asylum seekers who have 
converted to Christianity at the 
evangelical Trinity Church in a 
leafy Berlin neighbourhood.

Like Zonoobi, most say true 
belief prompted their embrace 
of Christianity. But there’s no 
overlooking the fact that the 
decision will also greatly boost 
their chances of winning asy-
lum by allowing them to claim 
they would face persecution if 
sent home.

Martens recognises that some 
convert in order to improve 
their chances of staying in Ger-
many – but for the pastor moti-
vation is unimportant. Many, he 
said, are so taken by the Chris-
tian message that it changes 
their lives. And he estimates 
that only about 10% of converts 
do not return to church. But in 
Afghanistan and Iran, for exam-
ple, conversion to Christianity 
by a Muslim could be punished 
by death or imprisonment, and 
it is therefore unlikely that Ger-
many would deport converted 
refugees back home.
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Pope Calls For A Gesture
(HT): Pope Francis called on 

every Catholic parish in Europe 
to take in a refugee family, say-
ing the Vatican’s two parishes 
would lead by example. Call-
ing for a “concrete gesture” 
ahead of a Jubilee Year of Mercy 
starting in December, the Pope 
urged “every parish, every reli-
gious community, every monas-
tery, every sanctuary in Europe 
to take in a family.”

“Faced with the tragedy of 
tens of thousands of asylum-
seekers fleeing death as victims 
of war and hunger who are hop-
ing to start a new life, the gospel 
calls on us and asks us to be the 

neighbour of the smallest and 
the most abandoned, to give 
them concrete hope,” he said, 
giving the Angelius blessing in 
St. Peter’s Square in Rome.

“Christian hope is more com-
bative,” the Pope said, calling 
on “Europe’s bishops, the true 
pastors, to back my call in their 
dioceses.”

Drawing on a gospel story in 
which Jesus heals a deaf and 
mute man, the Argentinian-
born pontiff said a miracle had 
also taken place in Europe, 
where “we have been healed of 
the deafness of selfishness and 
the silence of retreating into 
ourselves.”
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Now Order
For yourself & Your Church

P r e s e n t s
Calendar & diary
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Calendar
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Call Mr. raghu  Mob.: 09870788236 / 098210 25498
5 & 11, 2nd Floor, Hind service industries, Veer Savarkar Marg, dadar (West), Mumbai - 28  

Tel: 2446 2632 / 3872 e-mail: ordereph@gmail.com

Postage will be additional or pickup from our dadar Office
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