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Worship is selfless : Dr. Amit Kamle 
A.K.international tourism, specialists of Christian holy land tours to israel, Jordan 
and egypt since their inception from 2012 have also ventured in gospel music 
ministry from 2016 . the venture is named glorify Christ  which is the brain child 
of Dr. Amit Kamle. over the years eminent names from the music industry like 
Shaan, Javed Ali,  madhushree, Sadhana Sargam, bela Shende, Keerthi Sagathia, 
Adarsh Shinde, Swapnil bandodkar, virendra Patil, Daniel george have been 
associated with glorify Christ.
this year the makers decided to release their gospel song titled Aaradhana on 
occasion of Dr. Amit Kamle’s birthday, 8th october. Aaradhana means Worship. 
the song has been beautifully sung by Anweshaa in hindi. the lyrics are penned 
by raviraj. the makers have made this gospel song in tamil, telugu, malayalam, 
bengali, Khasi, nagamese, Assamese and also hebrew. 
Anweshaa has beautifully sung Aaradhona in bengali and Aaradhicheeduven in 
malayalam. national award winners Shashaa Tirupati has sung Aaradhanai in 
tamil, Aaradhistaam in telugu and Tarali Sarmahas sung Aaradhana koru in 
Assamese. Keka Ghoshal lend her voice to the Khasiversion mane ia U traiand 
nagamese version naam Ucha Kori Ase. israeli singer Sophia Solomon sung 
Yachad Nisah Tefilahin Hebrew language, official language of State of  Israel. The 
gospel song is dedicated to the Sunday School teachers’ and features actress 
tridha Choudhury in the lead.
Dr. Amit Kamle on his birthday says,” This is the first ever Christian Praise and 
Worship Anthem released in so many languages. the message of the story is 
Worship is selfless. We wanted to outreach the gospel across the world through 
music. god has been kind to us and i am sure all the listeners and viewers will be 
blessed after watching the song.”
Pornima Kamle adds,” i feel this song is a landmark song for all the gospel music 
lovers. i am excited because our daughter Adwita is also featuring in the song.”
tridha Choudhury shares,” i enjoyed shooting this melodious gospel song which 
has a very beautiful and meaningful message for the world. “
Aaradhanafrom glorify Christ 4 album presented by Dr. Amit Kamle and 
Pornima Kamle, produced by A. K. international tourism releases on 8th october 
2019 and is available for all the music lovers to watch, praise and worship on 
A.K.international tourism’s Youtube channel.
Watch on Youtube: www.youtube.com/akinternationaltourism

Embrace 
Yourself to 

the Worship 
Anthem of 

the Year
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LETTERS

YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 
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Personally Encouraging

i am very thankful to you for 
sending the Light of Life magazine. 
As I go through the magazine, I find 
it very encouraging in my personal 
spiritual life. especially the articles 
in the September 2019 issue of 
the magazine, ‘greater works 
than Jesus’ by Duke Jeyaraj, ‘faith 
– blind or biblical’ by vivek Salins 
and ‘bible synopsis Part 1 & 2’ by 
Lily Abraham were a blessing.

I offer my thanks to them for 
writing such wonderful and nice 
articles. every article has its 
own speciality. there is divine 
wisdom, exhortation, spiritual 
awakening for Christians who are 
still unaware of biblical events 
and the present age and the 
coming of Christ.

Thanking you and your staff for 
your ministry being carried out for 
people interested in god’s work. 
may god bless you, and may his 
presence be with you all forever.

David E. Tiwary, Daund, 
Maharashtra.

Edifying

the articles of Light of Life 
in the September 2019 issue 
were as usual edifying. many of 
the Light of Life readership like 
myself look forward keenly at 
the beginning of each month to 
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receive the monthly edition and 
be enriched by its articles. i was 
so highly enriched by the article 
of Luke vydhian titled, ‘Absolute 
trust in god’ that he is inspired 
to put his sentiments on record. 
may the good Lord continue to 
use that mature Christian writer 
as also several authors of Light of 
Life for his glory.

the Part 2 of bible Synopsis 
series by Sister Lily Abraham was 
rich in content. however, in the 
concluding section of 1 Samuel it 
has been inadvertently mentioned 
that the Ark of the Covenant was 
captured by the Philistines after 
they defeated the israeli army 
of King Saul. Yes, in Chapter 31 
of 1 Samuel we do see the death 

of King Saul and his sons in the 
battle against the Philistines, but 
the Ark was not captured at that 
time. rather the Ark was captured 
by the Philistines after the 
israelites lost the battle against 
the former during the days of 
high priest eli, who was the judge 
of the nation of israel (1Sam.4:10-
18). Subsequently, the Ark was 
returned by the Philistines and 
it remained in Kiriath Jearim 
during the reign of King Saul 
(1Sam.6:21;1Chr.13:3-5).

may the good Lord continue 
to use Light of Life’s ministry 
mightily for his glory.

Suresh Manoharan, 
Hyderabad, Telangana

QUOTABLE QUOTES
If you believe on the Lord Jesus Christ you are free.

- Dwight L. Moody
A free will is not the liberty to do whatever one likes, but the power of doing whatever one 

sees ought to be done, even in the very face of otherwise overwhelming impulse. There lies 
freedom indeed.

- George Macdonald 
To keep our faces toward change, and behave like free spirits in the presence of fate, is 

strength undefeatable. 
- Helen Keller

The lost enjoy forever the horrible freedom they have demanded.
- C. S. Lewis

Man, so long as he remains free, has no more constant and agonizing anxiety than find as 
quickly as possible someone to worship. 

- Fyodor Dostoevsky
Christian freedom does not mean being free to do as we like; it means being free to do as 

we ought. 
- William Barclay

Liberty means responsibility. That is why most men dread it.” 
-George Bernard Shaw
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Editorial

FREEDOM! INDEPENDENCE!

these are lifestyles, 
people believe, that will 
bring them maximum 

happiness. they imagine there 
cannot be anything better than 
having the freedom to do whatever 
one feels like without anyone 
restricting them or telling them to 
do something else! for them, rules 
and commandments are seen 
as hindrances to experiencing 
freedom. recognition of anyone 
having authority over them is 
unthinkable! Personal ‘rights’ 
have been over-emphasised so 
much that everyone feels free to 
even define his own standards 
of morality. for example, people 
claim to have the right to define 
their gender as fluid (as a variable 
depending on what they choose 
to label themselves with from 
time to time). in fact, this kind 
of thinking has pervaded man’s 
thinking so much these days that 
anyone questioning it will be 
seen as ‘ancient’, regressive (as 
opposed to being progressive), 

spoil-sports, legalistic, etc. We 
can say this is one of the main 
characteristics of the ‘spirit of the 
times’.

frank Sinatra sang a song called 
‘my way’ that became famous very 
quickly. it is about a man taking 
pride, near the end of his life, in 
the fact that he had lived his life 
his way. how thousands of people 
found themselves relating to this 
song and how it became one of 
the most requested songs to be 
played at funerals, all point to the 
reality of how this seeking after 
independence has influenced a 
large number of people.

“i will ascend to heaven; i will 
raise my throne above the stars of 
god, and i will sit on the mount 
of assembly in the recesses of 
the north. i will ascend above 
the heights of the clouds; i will 
make myself like the most high” 
(isa.14:13,14), thought Lucifer, 
the chief of the angels at one 
time. on the other hand, what 
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Editorial
god thought of Lucifer was, 
“Your heart was lifted up because 
of your beauty; you corrupted 
your wisdom by reason of your 
splendour” (ezek.28:17). Lucifer 
imagined that because he was 
greater in wisdom and beauty 
than all other angels, he was 
sufficient in himself to manage 
everything by himself. he didn’t 
need god, he thought. he could 
not understand why he had to 
submit to god when he was, as 
he thought, ‘like the most high’ 
himself! freedom from having to 
be ‘under’ god and independence 
to do what he wanted would be 
the ultimate happiness, thought 
Lucifer, and that was what cast 
him out of heaven, from the 
presence of god, and that was 
what changed an archangel to 
Satan.

his contemplation of his own 
prowess in comparison to his 
fellow angels turned Lucifer blind 
to the fact that he was still only 
a created being with very finite 
abilities compared to the infinite 
god who had created him! how 
could he imagine that he could be 
‘like the most high’?

We don’t know if Satan ever 
realised the mistake he had made 
with his exaggerated view about 
himself. but one thing we see is 
that he turned to the people god 
had created in order to convince 
them that they could ‘become like 

god’ (gen.3:5). if they ate from 
the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil, they would have this 
knowledge within themselves 
and would no longer need to be 
dependent on god!

eve probably did not recognise 
the implications of what Satan 
was telling her. She thought it 
would be a good thing to become 
like god (v.6). but the day Adam 
and eve ate that forbidden fruit, 
they died, just as god had warned 
them (2:17) – they got severed 
from their life with god. they did 
become independent of god, but 
not in the way Satan had implied. 
they actually became without 
god. their independence made 
them lose all that god had meant 
to them earlier and all that he 
had provided for them. their so-
called independence that they 
thought would make them happy 
made them instead miserable 
with shame, fear, distrust, etc.

And even now people are looking 
for independence – from god 
and people. People look for their 
moksha in realising their ‘self ’ 
– with no concept of submitting 
oneself to god! many young people 
try to break out from having to 
listen to anybody else, some of 
them showing it in an attitude 
that has been described as ‘anti-
establishment’! nowadays, people 
call it euphemistically by different 
names – finding their identity, 
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having their own space, etc. but 
even though there are legitimate 
uses for these phrases, many are 
actually looking for being able to 
have their own way. they do not 
like anyone to tell them what to 
do and not. Just look at how the 
‘spirit of the times’ is promoting 
this concept of freedom through 
all the media.

this idea of independence does 
not consider the fact that none of 
us is self-sufficient; we all need 
god and also others. We don’t 
know it all, and we 
don’t have the ability to 
do whatever we wish. 
if we could realise how 
small we really are, we 
would consider it a 
great mercy that there 
is god who wants to 
take care of us and 
others who can help 
us with many things. We will also 
realise that god has placed people 
in authority over us with the 
purpose of taking responsibility 
for us.

Jesus said, “Whoever wishes 
to save his life will lose it; but 
whoever loses his life for my 
sake will find it” (Matt.16:25). 
to paraphrase it, Jesus is saying, 
“if you live your whole life for 
yourself, going your own way and 
doing your own thing, instead 

of choosing me and my ways, 
You will finally lose it all!” As an 
illustration, Jesus gave the parable 
of the rich man whose single goal 
in life was to accumulate wealth 
and enjoy life (Lk.12:16-19). this 
man did not realise that all of it 
could be lost just in a day. he was 
not rich towards god (v.21)!

A Christian who has not 
understood this truth will miss 
much in every way – ‘lose his life’. 
if we want to walk with Jesus, 
we will have to determine that 

we are going to deny 
ourselves in order to do 
the will of god for our 
life and walk every day 
with our own natural 
ambitions, pleasures, 
fame, possessions, 
etc., placed on the 
cross (Lk.9:23). Jesus 
says it in a plain and 

hard-hitting way to show that 
otherwise there is no way we can 
be his disciples.

god has created us in such 
a way that we are completely 
dependent on him for even our 
next breath and he has also 
provided others on whom we can 
be inter-dependent. those who 
pursue after independence throw 
away all these provisions from 
God and will ultimately find their 
own emptiness.

If we could realise how 
small we really are, 

we would consider it a 
great mercy that there 
is God who wants to 
take care of us and 

others who can help us 
with many things. 
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Jacob Ninan 

Do we imagine that providing 
our ‘services’ to God can suffice? 
Jesus talks about ‘many’ who 
prophesied, cast out demons 
and did many other miracles 
in his name whom he did not 
acknowledge (matt.7:22,23) 
because he wasn’t looking for 
service or even sacrifices, but 
for those who would value him 
more than all else (Lk.14:26). 
many ‘servants of god’ enjoy the 
boost to their ego when people 
seek them and make them feel 
great and important, even when 
they are ‘sacrificing’ 
their time with their 
families in the bargain. 
they imagine that 
‘serving god’ and 
being occupied with 
the ‘things of god’ give them the 
right to excuse the neglect of their 
families. how can we neglect one 
part of the responsibility god 
has given us and feel condoned 
because we enjoy being involved 
with ‘leadership’ activities? i 
have made this mistake myself, 
but i am writing this now having 
learned that it was a mistake.

Our fulfilment comes from being 
subject to god and accomplishing 
his will. Doing our own thing 
actually leads us into more 
bondage in the end because what 
we have in us is a sinful nature 
that will only produce ‘death’. 
Wisdom is to recognise the truth 

of what appears to be a paradox – 
freedom that comes from obeying 
god. We cannot do any better 
than what he has for us as our 
Creator, Saviour and father. We 
will see that subjecting ourselves 
to god and the arrangements he 
has made for our life on earth 
is what will give us the greatest 
satisfaction, and not making a 
name for ourselves, accumulating 
wealth, or leaving monuments 
after us. And one of our life’s 
ongoing tasks is to find out what 
he wants us to do, in detail, 

from his word and by 
becoming sensitive to 
the holy Spirit.

Are we trying to do 
things for god or are 
we trying to do what 

He wants us to do? Do we pray for 
god’s blessings on the schemes 
we have thought up, or, as Jesus 
taught us, submit to god, yield 
ourselves to him and pray, “o 
Lord, please help me to be just 
what You want me to be and do 
what You want me to do”? then 
we can begin to experience the 
real freedom and liberty in Christ 
(Php.3:8), and not apart from 
him.

Our fulfilment 
comes from being 
subject to God and 

accomplishing His will.
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ONLY ONE PRIEST
His sacrifice was perfect. He didn’t have to keep offering 

sacrifices again and again.

KURUVILLA CHANDY

most people would think 
of melchizedek if asked 
to name the first priest 

of the biblical story. however, the 
first one to serve as priest was 
god. After pronouncing judgment 
on Adam and eve for their 
disobedience, he made them 
garments of skin (gen.3:21) to 
replace their own efforts to cover 
themselves with fig leaves (v.7), 
by sacrificing animals – for there 
is no remission of sins without the 
shedding of blood (heb. 9:22).

History

After that Cain, Abel, noah, 
Abraham and Jacob are all listed 
as people who offered sacrifices 
to god. All of the people of god 
practised their faith without 
any priests. it was only after 
the exodus that god instituted 
priesthood.

that was because god did 
not want israelites to copy 
the cultic practices prevalent 
among surrounding nations. 
People were mostly animists and 
performed sacrifices all over the 
place to appease the gods they 
imagined lived in everything that 

struck them with fear – rivers, 
mountains, forests, and so on. 
god wanted his people to learn 
that he is unique and formless, 
and so he gave them systematic 
religion with specific rituals 
to be performed by specially 
designated persons functioning 
as priests. They were not to offer 
sacrifices on the spot out of fear. 
they were to practise faith in 
god who was not temperamental 
and capricious. in spite of this, 
god’s people, from time to time, 
adopted the practices of those 
around them, and god would 
keep on sending prophets to 
bring correction.

The New Priest

finally, the Lord Jesus appeared 
on the scene. but he did not belong 
to the priestly clan, and wasn’t 
a priest. When Jesus started to 
teach people about god, he didn’t 
appoint any priests to assist him. 

By definition, a priest is a 
mediator or intercessor. the bible 
says that there is “one mediator 
between god and mankind, the 
man Christ Jesus” (1tim.2:5). 
thus, for those who are Christians 
there is only one priest, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.
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in the new testament, the 
book of hebrews elaborates on 
the theme of Jesus being our high 
Priest, and declares that he is the 
most suited high priest we can 
have. first of all, he is one of us: 
Jesus was made “fully human in 
every way, in order that he might 
become a merciful and faithful 
high priest in service to god, and 
that he might make atonement 
for the sins of the people. because 
He Himself suffered when He 
was tempted, he is able to help 
those who are being tempted” 
(2:17,18). 

next, he sympathises with us: 
“therefore, since we 
have a great high Priest 
who has ascended into 
heaven, Jesus the Son 
of god, let us hold 
firmly to the faith we profess. For 
we do not have a high priest who 
is unable to feel sympathy for our 
weaknesses, but we have one 
who has been tempted in every 
way, just as we are – yet he did not 
sin. Let us then approach god’s 
throne of grace with confidence, 
so that we may receive mercy and 
find grace to help us in our time 
of need” (4:16-18).

he is perfect for the task 
because he is sinless: “Such a 
high priest truly meets our need – 
one who is holy, blameless, pure, 
set apart from sinners, exalted 
above the heavens. Unlike the 

other high priests, he does not 
need to offer sacrifices day after 
day, first for His own sins, and 
then for the sins of the people. he 
sacrificed for their sins once for 
all when He offered Himself. For 
the law appoints as high priests 
men in all their weakness; but the 
oath, which came after the law, 
appointed the Son, who has been 
made perfect for ever” (7:26-28).

Jesus replaced the old covenant 
with a new one: “in fact the 
ministry Jesus has received 
is as superior to theirs as the 
covenant, of which he is mediator, 
is superior to the old one, since 

the new covenant is 
established on better 
promises. for if there 
had been nothing 
wrong with that first 

covenant, no place would have 
been sought for another. but god 
found fault with the people… 
because they did not remain 
faithful to [his] covenant, and 
[he] turned away from them…” 
(8:6-9). the features of the new 
covenant in Jesus was that god 
would write his laws on people’s 
hearts (v.10), they would know 
god personally without needing 
intermediary priests (v.11), 
and there would be forgiveness 
from god (v.12). “by calling this 
covenant ‘new’, he has made the 
first one obsolete; and what is 
obsolete and outdated will soon 
disappear” (v.13).

Jesus did it all once for 
all. His sacrifice was 

perfect. 
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Jesus did it all once for all. his 
sacrifice was perfect. he didn’t 
have to keep on offering sacrifices 
again and again: “Day after day 
every priest stands and performs 
his religious duties; again and 
again he offers the same sacrifices, 
which can never take away sins. 
But when this Priest had offered 
for all time one sacrifice for sins, 
he sat down at the right hand of 
god” (10:11,12).

Priesthood Of All Believers

given what Jesus did to reconcile 
us to god, it was inevitable that 
the church should 
come up with a totally 
new and revolutionary 
doctrine: that of ‘the 
priesthood of all 
believers’. it was spelt 
out in the following 
passages in the bible: 
“but you are a chosen people, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
god’s special possession, that you 
may declare the praises of him 
who called you out of darkness 
into his wonderful light. once 
you were not a people, but now 
you are the people of god; once 
you had not received mercy, but 
now you have received mercy” 
(1Pet.2:9,10). “Jesus Christ, 
who is the faithful witness, the 
firstborn from the dead, and the 
ruler of the kings of the earth. to 
him who loves us and has freed 
us from our sins by his blood, 

and has made us to be a kingdom 
and priests to serve his god and 
father – to him be glory and 
power for ever and ever! Amen” 
(rev.1:5,6).

the doctrine was largely lost 
sight of, until the reformation; 
however, John Wycliffe, a 
forerunner of the reformers, 
did hold the view that priests 
were unnecessary as confessors. 
martin Luther and John Calvin 
vehemently asserted that there 
was no basis for a priestly class 
among Christians who follow 
Jesus, the only mediator.

the bible sets forth 
the aim and purpose of 
all Christian ministry 
as follows: “Christ 
himself gave the 
apostles, the prophets, 
the evangelists, the 
pastors and teachers, 

to equip his people for works 
of service, so that the body of 
Christ may be built up until we 
all reach unity in the faith and in 
the knowledge of the Son of god 
and become mature, attaining to 
the whole measure of the fullness 
of Christ” (eph.4:11-13). the 
aim is to turn every member into 
someone serving god united in 
faith, knowledge and maturity in 
Christ. Paul counselled timothy, 
“…the things you have heard 
me say in the presence of many 
witnesses entrust to reliable 

The aim is to turn 
every member into 
someone serving 

God united in faith, 
knowledge and 

maturity in Christ.
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people who will also be qualified 
to teach others” (2tim.2:2). What 
we have received we have to pass 
on (1Cor.15:3).

in 1959, at the general 
Conference of a church, the 
president said, “every member 
is a missionary. he or she has 
the responsibility of bringing 
somebody: a mother, a father, a 
neighbour, a fellow worker, an 
associate… And personal contact 
is what will influence those 
investigators. that personal 
contact, the nature of it, its effect 
depends upon you. And that’s one 
thing that i wish to emphasise. 
there’s one responsibility 
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miraculous gifts may not be 
present in a church. In such 
a situation, James said that 
anyone who is sick is to ask the 
elders of the church to anoint 
him or her and pray for healing, 
and the promise of God is that 
healing will come in answer to 
the prayer of faith (5:13-15). We 
need to have more faith about 
this promise and put it into 
practice among us.

We are indeed living in better 
days. If we were living in the 
time when Jesus was on the 
earth, we would have found 
Jesus “sent only to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel” 
(Matt.15:24). Or, like Martha and 

Mary discovered that just when 
someone was sick unto death, 
Jesus was not there (Jn.11:1-
44). We have the Holy Spirit in 
us and the Holy Spirit is more 
powerful than the spirits that 
inhabit the world (1Jn.4:4). The 
Holy Spirit will empower us 
to glorify Jesus, but we need to 
stop treating Him like a ghost. 
We have to stop ignoring Him. 
We need to let Him have His 
way with us in our lives and in 
our churches. 
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which no man can evade, that’s 
the responsibility of personal 
influence… It’s what you are, 
not what you pretend to be that 
will bring people to investigate. 
every member of the church 
should be a missionary.” these 
words were said by David mcKay 
of the mormons. truly, the cults 
are more evangelistic than those 
who swear that Jesus is the only 
mediator.
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GODLY LEADERSHIP 
God is looking for leaders who are deeply in love with Him.

VIVEK SALINS

the generation of israel 
that grew up after the 
death of Joshua and 

his entire generation, did not 
know the god who rescued their 
forefathers from slavery in egypt 
under the godly leadership of 
moses and Joshua (Judg.2:10). 
in verses 11-23, the writer 
of Judges (believed to be the 
prophet Samuel), indicates that 
the israelites ‘not knowing’ the 
Deliverer of their forefathers 
was a deliberate act of ignoring 
god and serving worthless 
idols. Apparently, the previous 
generation failed to teach their 
children to love god and follow 
the instructions he gave them 
through moses and Joshua. it 
was the Lord’s deep longing that 
every generation would choose 
to love and worship him alone 
and enjoy his abundant blessings 
(Deut.6:4-25). 

Parents’ failure to nurture 
their children in the love and 
knowledge of god is one of the 
reasons why there are very few 
committed spiritual leaders in 
the church and in the Christian 
institutions today. Praise god for 
those few!

Leaders In Israel

the old testament is a true 
story of god’s passionate love 
and great faithfulness towards 
his people despite their chronic 
unfaithfulness and disobedience. 
this love story is interspersed 
with frequent instances of the 
revelation of god’s awesome 
holiness and justice. every time 
the israelites provoked god to 
anger by their disobedience, god 
used the surrounding enemy 
nations to attack and take them 
captive as slaves in their lands. 
And every time they cried out 
to the Lord for forgiveness 
and mercy, he raised up godly 
judges to deliver them from their 
slavery. 

eli and Samuel were the last 
of those judges. Sadly, their 
successful leadership ended on 
a tragic note. When Samuel grew 
old and it was time for him to 
relinquish his position as judge, 
prophet and priest, he appointed 
his two sons as judges for israel 
who turned out to be dishonest 
and corrupt, much like eli’s sons! 
this gave the elders of israel an 
excuse to ask Samuel, much to his 
and god’s displeasure, to appoint 
a king to lead them, like the other 
heathen nations around them. 
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When Samuel consulted the Lord, 
he told him, “Listen to all that the 
people are saying to you; it is not 
you they have rejected, but they 
have rejected me as their king” 
(1Sam.8:1-7). 

how often we make foolish 
choices, without consulting god, 
and miss out on god’s best for 
us! We would rather use our own 
intelligence and discretion than 
wait upon god in prayer for his 
choice of leaders! no wonder 
there are leaders who do not know 
the god of the bible 
and yet are holding 
positions of authority 
in the churches! 

the old testament 
is a record of god’s 
faithfulness, anger, 
justice and unfailing 
love towards his 
disobedient people, 
the israelites. 

Members In The Church 

About three and a half years 
before the church was born, on the 
day of Pentecost, our Lord chose 
twelve men to be his disciples, 
one of whom turned against 
his master just days before his 
earthly ministry ended. of course, 
being the Son of god, Jesus knew 
that Judas iscariot whom he 
chose as his disciple was going to 
betray him, as it was prophesied 
(Psa.41:9:Zech.11:12,13;Acts.

1:16,20). before the Lord Jesus 
chose his disciples, according 
to the sovereign will of god, he 
was led by the Spirit in the desert 
where he spent forty days in 
communion with his heavenly 
father, without food and water. 
these forty days of prayer and 
fasting were interspersed with 
Satan’s attempts to tempt Jesus to 
go against god’s will concerning 
the choice of disciples, the public 
ministry which was to follow and 
His sacrificial death on the cross 
for the redemption of mankind. 

every redeemed 
Christian believer 
chosen and anointed 
by god to accomplish 
his purpose in the 
world – whether they 
be bishops, pastors, 
elders, deacons, 
Sunday school 
teachers, evangelists, 
bible teachers, 

housewives, care-givers, ad-
ministrators, missionaries... 
whatever the calling – is a servant-
leader under god’s leading and 
direction. However, god in his 
mercy urges his chosen servants, 
first of all, to offer themselves 
as living sacrifices, holy and 
pleasing to god, as their spiritual 
act of worship. When they do 
that, they will experience the 
life transforming power of god’s 
Spirit who empowers them to 
serve him according to his good, 

Two things are 
critically essential for 
every servant-leader 
if God’s purposes in 
this world are to be 

accomplished through 
them: prayer and 

meditation on God’s 
word.
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pleasing and perfect will (rom. 
12).

two things are critically 
essential for every servant-leader 
if god’s purposes in this world 
are to be accomplished through 
them: prayer and meditation on 
God’s word. these are the means 
through which god listens and 
speaks to his servants. this is 
the only way by which god’s 
anointing can flow from them 
as they represent him and his 
ministry in this world. 

Leaders In The Church 

A great responsibility rests on 
the shoulders of the spiritual 
leaders in Christian 
institutions and 
churches. however, 
a most disturbing 
fact is that some (not 
all) of those who are 
called and chosen by 
god for service as ‘leaders at 
the helm’ end up betraying the 
Lord by neglecting the spiritual 
needs of the institutions and 
the flocks under their care and 
seeking their own comforts and 
selfish gains. the initial zeal and 
love for the Lord and his work 
give way to routine and ritual! 
for our slumbering churches 
and institutions to revive, the 
leaders need to take Peter’s and 
Paul’s appeals seriously: “to the 
elders among you, i appeal as a 
fellow elder, a witness of Christ’s 

sufferings and one who also will 
share in the glory to be revealed: 
Be shepherds of God’s flock that 
is under your care, serving as 
overseers – not greedy for money, 
but eager to serve; not lording 
it over those entrusted to you, 
but being examples to the flock” 
(1Pet.5:1-3).

in the previous chapter Peter 
explains what ‘being examples 
to the flock’ implies: be sober 
and self-controlled, be in prayer, 
love deeply, be hospitable, have 
a servant attitude, be gracious, 
speak god’s word, depend on 
god’s strength – all for god’s 
praise and glory through Jesus 

Christ. in other words, 
the spiritual leaders 
and shepherds of god’s 
flock should exemplify 
the characteristics of 
the Lord Jesus Christ.

“Do nothing out of selfish 
ambition or vain conceit, but in 
humility consider others better 
than yourselves. each of you 
should look not only to your own 
interests, but also to the interests 
of others. Your attitude should be 
the same as that of Christ Jesus, 
who, being in very nature god, 
did not consider equality with 
god something to be grasped, 
but made himself nothing, taking 
the very nature of a servant, 
being made in human likeness” 
(Php.2:3-7).

The initial zeal and 
love for the Lord and 
His work give way to 

routine and ritual!
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Apostasy In The Last Days

Apostasy is the state of being 
lukewarm or cold in one’s 
beliefs or faith. the ‘church age’ 
in which we live is sandwiched 
between two very significant 
events in mankind’s history: 1) 
the birth of the church on the day 
of Pentecost, which took place 
roughly 2000 years ago, and 2) 
the rapture of the church, which 
is expected to take place ‘in the 
twinkling of an eye’ any time in 
the near future. (rapture is an 
end time event when the Lord 
Jesus Christ returns for all true 
Christian believers – the church 
– physically dead or alive, all of 
whom will rise with him into the 
eternal glories of heaven.)

What the world is witnessing in 
this church age is the fulfilment of 
two major prophecies of our Lord, 
with many other accompanying 
signs: 1) increase of wickedness, 
because of which the love of 
most people, including professing 
Christians, will grow cold, and 
2) the gospel of the kingdom 

(the message of salvation) will 
be preached in the whole world 
(matt.24:9-14;1thes.4:13-18).

Although the preaching of the 
gospel to the whole world is 
Christ’s mandate to the church, 
it is god who will ensure that his 
message reaches every tribe and 
every nation. All he requires of 
his people is their perseverance 
and faithfulness in tribulation 
while they witness for Christ till 
the end of the age.

in this unprecedented global 
chaos spearheaded by Satan, the 
god of this age (2 Cor.4:4;11:14,15), 
god is looking for leaders who are 
deeply in love with him, leaders 
who will feed the lambs and the 
sheep entrusted to their care and 
who will lay down their lives for 
the sake of the gospel in order 
to ensure that their love for god 
and for one another will not grow 
cold (Jn.21:15-19).
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noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 
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BIBLE SYNOPSIS PART 4
Isaiah to Hosea

the messages of the old 
testament prophets 
came during 840 to 420 

b.C. though there were other 
prophets like elijah, elisha, 
Shemiah, Azariah, hanani, etc., 
there are no books in their 
names. most of these prophetic 
books came during the kingdom 
years and a few, after the return 
of god’s people from captivity.

So, in order to be able to 
understand the message of 
each prophet, it is important to 
understand the context in which 
god spoke those words. We 
need to look into factors like the 
king(s) who were ruling israel 
and the nations at the time of the 
prophecy, whether the particular 
prophet specifically addressed the 
northern kingdom or southern 
kingdom, and then understand 
the spiritual, social, political and 
financial condition of the people 
at the time.

for example, isaiah was a 
prophet to the southern kingdom 
during the reigns of kings Uzziah, 
Jotham, Ahaz and hezekiah 
(isa.1:1). So, the study of isaiah 
would be facilitated if you go to 
the books of Kings and Chronicles, 

LILY ABRAHAM and get the historical context of 
the book during the reigns of the 
above kings.

Isaiah

Isaiah is the first of the major 
prophets. his time is calculated 
to be from 739 to 681 b.C. he 
was born in a time of economic 
prosperity and spiritual poverty of 
god’s people. During his lifetime 
radical changes happened in the 
fortunes and status of the people 
of god. the northern kingdom, 
after many years of decline 
and humiliating vassalage to 
Assyria, was finally defeated and 
the people were carried away 
captives to Assyria, from where 
they never returned, and the 
northern kingdom ceased to exist 
as a nation. there was constant 
danger from Assyria to Judah too. 
isaiah had to work all his life to 
prevent the leaders of Judah from 
turning away from god to heathen 
nations for protection. 

In spite of all his efforts, about 
100 years later, the southern 
kingdom was taken captive 
to babylon by the babylonian 
King nebuchadnezzar in 586 
b.C, during prophet Jeremiah’s 
ministry.
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isaiah reveals the messiah as 
the suffering servant, and the 
conquering king. isaiah has also 
announced the things that will 
occur in the future so that god’s 
people might know that there is 
no god besides him.

the basic structure of isaiah with 
66 chapters is easy to remember, 
if it is compared to the 66 books 
of the bible. Just as the 39 books 
in the old testament reveal god’s 
character and judgment, the first 
39 chapters of isaiah do the same. 
Similarly, the last 27 chapters of 
isaiah reveal god’s comfort and 
redemption just as the 27 books 
of the new testament do.

Isaiah is a long book filled 
with discourses and songs or 
oracles, rather than a historical 
chronology of the events in the 
life of israel. there are many 
prophecies regarding future 
events including Judah’s captivity, 
the birth and the reign of the 
messiah and the last days with 
historical interludes.

the two major segments 
mentioned above can be 
subdivided into 9 segments 
as follows: chapters 1-12 – 
Discourses regarding Judah and 
Jerusalem, chapters 13-23 – 
oracles against various nations, 
chapters 24-27 – Discourses 
regarding ‘that day’, chapters 28-
33 – Six woes, chapters 34,35 – 
god’s recompense and ransom for 

Zion, chapters 36-39 – historical 
account of the threat of Assyria 
to the threat of babylon, chapters 
40-48 – behold the Lord, your 
redeemer, chapters 49-57 – Your 
redeemer will save, chapters 58-
66 – Your redeemer will come.

Jeremiah

Jeremiah prophesied from 627-
574 bC, just before and during 
the three babylonian sieges of 
the kingdom of Judah, whereas 
isaiah lived and prophesied 
one hundred years before the 
babylonian captivity. During the 
30 year period between these two 
prophets, when god didn’t speak, 
there arose many false prophets 
who proclaimed peace rather 
than judgment and the people 
loved it. this occurred during the 
reign of manasseh, a reign noted 
for its blasphemy and bloodshed 
(2Kgs.21).

Although Jeremiah was living at 
this time, his prophetic ministry 
didn’t start until about 627 b.C. 
this was the time when the 
babylonian empire was becoming 
prominent, which finally became 
the predominant world power 
after defeating Pharaoh neco 
of egypt, in the famous war at 
Carchemish. After manasseh’s 
death, his son Josiah became 
king. During his time, there was 
a great revival in Judah after the 
book of the law which was lost 
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in the house of the Lord was 
accidentally found. After King 
Josiah was killed in a battle by 
Pharaoh neco, the revival came to 
an end. And Judah, like her sister 
israel, played the harlot again and 
god’s rod of punishment came on 
Judah for her spiritual adultery. 
And Jeremiah the prophet wept.

Jeremiah 1 is about god’s call 
and commission of Jeremiah; 
understanding this is vital 
in understanding Jeremiah’s 
message. Chapters 2-38 are 
about Judah’s sin and god’s 
warnings and call to them to 
return. Chapters 39-45 are about 
Jerusalem’s fall and the uprooting 
of Judah. Chapters 46–51 are 
Jeremiah’s prophecy concerning 
nations. Chapter 52, the last 
chapter is prophecy about Judah’s 
final days of exile.

Lamentations

it is a book of wailings that are 
read annually by the Jews as a 
reminder of the fall of Jerusalem 
and the destruction of the 
temple. they serve as a reminder 
of an avoidable tragedy caused by 
sin and of a god who judges, but 
keeps his covenant for ever.

these expressions of grief were 
written some time between the 
destruction of Jerusalem and 
the return of the remnant after 
70 years of captivity. Although 
Judah’s plight is desperate, it is 

not hopeless when the people 
remember, “the Lord’s loving 
kindness indeed never ceases, for 
his compassions never fail. they 
are new every morning; great is 
Your faithfulness” (Lam.3:22,23).

Lamentations gives a more 
definitive understanding of 
what took place during the 
babylonian siege of Jerusalem. 
the babylonians entered the 
sanctuary, where only Jewish 
priests were allowed to go; there 
was a very severe famine because 
of which their infants and little 
ones fainted on the streets, 
women ate their own offspring, 
priests and prophets were slain 
in the sanctuary of the Lord 
and their young men and young 
women were carried away into 
captivity.

Ezekiel

ezekiel, the priest, was 
among the 10000 captives of 
Judah whom nebuchadnezzar 
had carried away to babylon in 
his second siege of Jerusalem 
in 597 b.C, during the reign of 
Jehoiachin, grandson of King 
Josiah. though from a priestly 
family and he should have been 
priest at the age of 30, god gave 
him a prophetic ministry sending 
him to speak to the exiles, the 
people who had rebelled against 
god. his prophecy starts with a 
vision of god in chapter 1.
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Chapters 1-3 are about god’s 
call of ezekiel and his commission. 
Chapters 4-24 are prophecies 
about Judah and Jerusalem. 
Chapters 25-32 are prophecies 
about the nations. Chapters 33-
39 are prophecies about israel’s 
restoration. Chapters 40-48 
are the prophecies about the 
temple.

We get many practical lessons 
about the holiness of god, a 
believer’s responsibility as a 
watchman, prophecy about 
the new covenant god would 
make which Jesus made with 
his disciples, assurance of god’s 
kingdom to be established, etc.

Daniel

Daniel was one of the captives 
carried away to babylon as a 
young boy during the first siege 
of Jerusalem by nebuchadnezzar 
in 605 b.C. Yet, god raised him up 
to be a statesman in the heathen 
court in babylon. Daniel’s 
prophetic ministry began and 
ended in babylon. he was a 
contemporary of Jeremiah and 
ezekiel.

moses’ warning to the people 
of israel in Deuteronomy 28 
had come true. israel lost her 
place of supremacy among the 
nations because she did not obey 
god. instead of becoming the 
head, she became the tail to the 
gentiles.

the book of Daniel is both 
historical and prophetic. The first 
six chapters contain six events 
in the life of the prophet and his 
companions, while he was active 
in the babylonian and Persian 
court. in the last six chapters are 
recorded four visions that came to 
Daniel in the latter part of his life 
between 550 and 535 b.C. these 
prophecies pertain to the world 
empires which were to follow the 
babylonian kingdom. these were 
fulfilled in the Medo Persian, the 
greek and the roman empires. 
the only one which is yet to be 
fulfilled is the kingdom of God to 
be preceded by the 7-year rule 
of the Antichrist. god’s glorious 
kingdom will supersede all the 
kingdoms of men.

the book presents the valuable 
truth that god controls all history, 
the future as well as the past, that 
the gentile nations as well as the 
Jews have always been under his 
control, and that the succession 
of human empires is ordained by 
him.

the sovereignty of god over 
the affairs of men is brought out 
clearly in the book. Also, it gives 
peace, hope and joy for god’s 
people who are eagerly looking 
forward to the coming of the Lord 
because of the fact that events 
in the world today are surely 
leading to the fulfilment of the 
prophecies.
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Hosea

god had made a covenant with 
israel that he would be their god 
and they would be his people on 
condition of their obedience to 
all of his commandments and 
laws. Yet, they disobeyed him 
and ‘played the harlot’, more 
so from the reign of Jeroboam 
to Jeroboam ii of the northern 
kingdom. god begged israel 
through his prophets to return 
to him, but she would not listen. 
god’s heart was grieved. through 
the events in hosea’s miserable 
marriage to an adulterous 
woman, god is letting his 
people see his undying love and 
compassion for wayward israel. 

israel had stumbled, but god 
would receive her back again 
and they would blossom again.

it is a great lesson for us 
believers under the new covenant 
about god’s undying love for 
us. Also it gives us an idea as to 
how much it pains god when his 
children sin.

the book should encourage 
us to examine ourselves to see 
whether we are hurting god by 
our spiritual harlotry.

Lily Abraham  
lives in Mumbai. She 

enjoys leading groups in 
Inductive Bible Study.
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HANNAH
A famous mom the Bible talks about!

hannah is a famous mother 
the bible talks about. 
from her life, we can 

learn lessons not just for moms 
and kids, but everyone else. i took 
a long look at her life in the first 
mother’s Day of my life post my 
graduation from bible College. i 
was a youth pastor, back in 2001.
1. Hannah Teased

1 Samuel 1:2,6-7 talks about 
hannah getting teased. She was 
not the only wife of her husband, 
elkanah. the other wife was 
Peninnah. the Lord’s command 
was clear: one man for one woman 
(gen.2:24). elkanah was copying 
the example of a murderous 
sinner in the bible called Lamech, 
who first married more than one 
woman (gen.4:19). What did 
this other wife do? Since she had 
kids, she made fun of hannah. 
maybe, she used these phrases: 
“i got pregnant. You only get fat!” 
“hey, hannah, look at my tummy! 
i am carrying! nothing for you! 
So sad! tough luck! i did the 
job for elkanah to raise an heir. 
You failed!” these taunts were 
relentless.

Do you taunt others? About 
their looks? About their inability? 

DUKE JEYARAJ then you have the sinful spirit of 
Peninnah. if we possess anything 
good, it is because of the sheer 
grace of god and sovereignty of 
god! So, do not taunt others for 
lacking the skill/the blessing god 
graciously gave you. it is a sin! 
Paul wrote, “in humility, consider 
others better than yourselves” 
(Php.2:3).
2. Hannah Touched

1 Samuel 1:4,5,8 talks about 
hannah who was touched by her 
husband elkanah’s warm words 
of romance. he told her as she 
reeled with heart-sinking feelings 
of barrenness: “You may not have 
kids. but you have me. isn’t that 
better than having ten sons?” 
(1Sam.1:8). When was the last 
time, husband, that you talked 
romantically with your wife? Do 
you only use your wife for your 
needs, while royally ignoring 
her need for loving chats? that’s 
being super mean. repent.
3. Hannah Travailing

1 Samuel 1:9-11 talks about 
hannah travailing. this is how 
she prayed: “give me a son, Lord. 
i will give him back to You!” 
this was a noble prayer. Some 
childless moms pray this way: 
“give me a child, Lord. i will 
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write about that in a Christian 
magazine or post a testimony on 
facebook!” i believe you can do 
better. i believe you must pray 
like hannah. oh for moms who 
will pray like hannah with a 
missionary spirit: “give me a child, 
Lord. And i will feed him with 
missionary milk and shape him/
her into a servant of the gospel!” 
Leonard ravenhill wrote, “We 
have preachers who would rather 
travel, than travail (in prayer)!” 
hannah travailed for a physical 
son. We must travail for spiritual 
children. We must be ready to 
go into birth pains, like Paul, 
till Christ is formed in those we 
disciple (gal.4:19).
4. Hannah Tainted

1 Samuel 1:12-15 talks about 
the tainting of hannah’s character 
by the priest Eli, the officiating 
minister in the temple where 
hannah went to pray for a child. 
She was thought to be drunk. She 
was taunted by the other wife and 
now this ‘pastor’ is tainting her. 
trouble after trouble. Problem 
after problem. As long as you 
are on this side of eternity, you 
will have trouble and you will 
be misunderstood. Don’t dream 
about a life that would be free of 
all of this. Don’t believe the lies 
of popular preachers who tell 
you that if you come to Christ, 
your life will be trouble-free! 
only god who knows everything 

can understand you perfectly. 
So, instead of impressing people, 
become intimate with god!
5. Hannah Trusting

hannah believed that god 
would grant her request. She 
smiled. She no longer cried 
(1Sam.1:17,18). What Paul wrote 
in Philippians 4:6-7 was true in 
hannah’s life. She submitted her 
petitions to god. She found peace 
which god alone gave, post that. 
“oh what peace we often forfeit/
oh what needless pain we bear/
All because we do not carry / 
everything to god in prayer” – so 
wrote the wise hymn-writer. if it 
was god’s plan for you to have 
that blessing, no force on earth 
can stop that blessing in your life. 
no plan of god can be thwarted, 
Job learnt (Job42:2).
6. Tactful Hannah

1 Samuel 1:19-20 teaches 
that hannah not only made 
intercessions to the heavenly 
one so that she would have a 
son – she also had had sex with 
her husband! Prayer must be 
coupled with action. You pray, 
“Lord, save my neighbour!” that’s 
good. but have you smiled at your 
neighbour? have you invited 
him/her home? have you started 
evangelistic conversations with 
her that started with the latest 
movie or that hit secular song? 
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have you given him a copy of the 
bible? or a tract?
7. Trustworthy Hannah

1 Samuel 1:24-28 talks about 
the trustworthy hannah, who 
not only promised, but made 
good her promise. She became 
pregnant. She had a baby boy. She 
weaned that boy. She travelled 
with him to the very place where 
she travailed that god would 
make her pregnant with him. She 
kept her word that she would 
give him back to god. have you 
made a promise to god that 
you have not kept? i committed 
myself for full-time ministry as a 

13-year old in 1988 at a camp. on 
november 7, 2008, as a 34-year-
old tent-making missionary with 
the hSbC group, i quit my job to 
join the organisation i founded in 
2006, called grabbing the google 
gen from gehenna mission (g4 
mission). i still work fulltime for 
god. What satisfaction and joy 
i have! What about you? What 
about the promises you made to 
god after that moving message?

Duke Jeyaraj  
is the founder of G4 

Mission, a ministry oriented 
to the modern youth.
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THE DISCIPLE AND RULES
Principles work as a hedge of protection around us,  

guiding and helping us.

t here are many types of 
rules and laws. there are 
civic laws and criminal 

laws. There are traffic laws. There 
are social norms and traditions 
and standards of formal etiquette. 
We need rules and laws for any 
society to survive. Without them 
there would be total anarchy, 
and human life would be very 
difficult, if not impossible. Take, 
for example, what 
would happen if we 
did not have the traffic 
laws; no traffic lights, 
no stop signs, no speed 
limits!

And then we have 
principles. have you ever 
wondered what the difference 
is between rules or laws and 
principles? of course, there 
are many differences between 
principles and the various 
kinds of regulations, whether a 
rule or a law or any other kind 
of regulation. The first major 
difference is that the rules and 
laws and traditions and norms are 
imposed by someone else, either 

IMANUEL G. CHRISTIAN by a governing authority or by a 
society or by someone else who 
has control over other people. 
rules and laws are something 
that we are ordered, in one way 
or another forced, to follow. on 
the other hand, principles are 
self-imposed by a person or an 
organisation.

there is, of course, a force 
behind the principles that compels 
the person to follow them. but 
that force or compulsion is not 

from others, not from 
the outside, but from 
within the person 
himself. it is not the 
society or a governing 
body that forces the 
person to adopt a 

certain principle, but the person 
himself makes that choice and 
the force behind that principle 
is the person’s own will and 
determination.

The other major difference 
between rules or laws and 
principles is the consequences. 
there are certain consequences 
if we do not obey the law. if we 
do not obey the traffic laws, for 
example, we put our life, and the 

The possibility of 
consequences is the 
force behind the law 
and rules that make 
people obey them.
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lives of other people, in danger. 
if we do not obey the civil or 
criminal laws, we may have to pay 
a penalty. if we do not follow the 
social norms and traditions, we 
may be shunned by everybody in 
the society and lose our friends.

the possibility of consequences 
is the force behind the law and 
rules that make people obey 
them. most of us, if not all of us, 
obey the laws, not because we 
like them, but because we have to 
obey. otherwise, we may have to 
pay the consequences.

Principles, on the other hand, 
are not followed for fear of the 
consequences. rather, a person 
chooses to follow his principles in 
spite of any consequences. A man 
of principle, for example, “keeps 
his oath even when it hurts” 
(Psa.15:4). he may break a law 
if it is against his principles and 
willingly suffer the consequences. 
he may not follow a social norm 
or tradition if it is against his 
principles and willingly suffer 
insults and ridicule.

A third difference, although 
comparatively minor, is that since 
most of us do not like rules or 
laws, we may try to manipulate 
them, interpret them to our own 
advantage and find all kinds of 
excuses to avoid them. And even 
when a law is broken, we may 

try to cover it up to avoid the 
consequences. We would not do 
this with principles since they 
are not forced on us, but are self-
imposed.

A fourth difference is that the 
rules and laws are place and 
time specific. They change from 
place to place, from culture to 
culture, and from time to time. 
on the other hand, principles are 
universal and apply in all times. 
for example, American, british 
or french law did not apply to 
germany, when the nazi war 
criminals were tried. So in the 
nuremberg trials, judgments 
were based on a higher law – 
an international code of right 
and wrong that applies to every 
person, regardless of country.

Also, principles may include 
rules and laws. for example, 
someone may say it is his 
principle to obey all the traffic 
laws very carefully. or, it is his 
principle that he would not 
cheat on his taxes. Principles are 
much broader than rules or laws; 
principles envelope the whole 
life of a person. Actually, it is the 
principles by which a person lives 
that make him obey the laws and 
follow the rules. A person without 
principles does not feel bound by 
any law or rules.

We have not yet defined what 
the principles are. of course, 
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we are speaking here of moral 
and ethical principles, rules of 
conduct that determine for us 
what is good or bad, right or 
wrong. they make us determined 
to follow the right, no matter the 
consequences. for believers, the 
knowledge of what is right and 
wrong is based on the word of 
god that gives us clear guidelines. 
the word of god tells us what is 
right and wrong, and we make it 
a principle to do what is right and 
avoid what is wrong and leave the 
consequences to god.

these principles 
work as a hedge of 
protection around us, 
guiding and helping us 
to follow a straight path 
so we can enjoy this 
life and be a blessing 
to people around 
us. Living without 
principles leaves us open to all 
kinds of pitfalls. Solomon said, 
“Whoever has no rule (control) 
over his own spirit is like a city 
broken down, without walls” 
(Pro.25:28).

this is true not only for 
individuals, but also for a society 
and a culture. earlier, we said 
we need rules and laws for any 
society to function smoothly. 
however, society is not protected 
by rules and laws; it is protected 
by people living by moral and 

ethical principles. We see all 
around us what happens when 
a majority of people in a society 
live life devoid of any principle or 
following their own principles. 
A society that honours people 
that live by moral and ethical 
principles will thrive. And, on 
the other hand, a society that 
denigrates people of principles 
will ultimately be ruined.

We, who are known as the 
people of god, live by principles, 
the moral and ethical principles 

or norms based on the 
unchanging word of 
god. that is the only 
way we can be different 
from the people of the 
world. And that is the 
only way we can make 
a difference in the 
world. We may have to 
suffer consequences, 
or pay a price when 

we firmly stick to our principles. 
but the price of not living by 
principles is much higher, and we 
see the results all around us. 

there are two most basic 
principles that we strive to live 
by. one is unblemished character 
at any cost. in any temptation, like 
Joseph, we ask this question of 
ourselves, “how could i do such 
a wicked thing and sin against 
god?” (gen.39:9). the second 
principle is unwavering faith in 
any situation. i call this the “even 

These principles 
work as a hedge of 

protection around us, 
guiding and helping 

us to follow a straight 
path so we can enjoy 

this life and be a 
blessing to people 

around us.



32Light of Life november 2019

if he does not” principle. our god 
can rescue us; but even if he does 
not, we are not going to bow down 
to any idol (Dan.2:18;hab.3:17-
18;Psa.46:1-3;heb.11:13-15). 
The first principle is based on 
our character, our commitment 
to god. the second is based on 
god’s character, his unchanging 
faithfulness. 

Cowardice asks the question 
“is it safe?” expediency asks the 
question “is it politic?” vanity asks 
the question “is it popular?” but, 
conscience asks the question, “is 
it right?” And there comes a time 
when one must take a position 
that is neither safe, nor politic, 

nor popular but one must take 
it because one’s conscience tells 
one that it is right (Martin Luther 
King, Jr.).

the things that will destroy us 
are: politics without principle, 
pleasure without conscience, 
wealth without work, knowledge 
without character, business 
without morality, science without 
humanity, and worship without 
sacrifice (M. K. Gandhi).

Imanuel G. Christian  
is involved in writing 

original Bible 
commentaries and other 

devotional books in 
Gujarati
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“All who received Him, to those 
who believed in His name, He gave 
the right to become children of 
God” (Jn.1:12).

A few years ago, we were 
running a summer camp for 
children coming from Christian 
families. After the first session 
got over, we led a group of fifteen 
teenagers in a group discussion. 
We took John 1:12 and discussed 
it. We challenged them, that being 
born in a Christian family does not 
make them Christian. nowhere 
in the bible is god mentioned 
as a grandfather, he is always 
mentioned as Father. god wants 
every generation to have a direct 
relationship with him and accept 
Jesus Christ as their Lord and 
Saviour. We shared the gospel 
message with them and got down 
to find those who had not accepted 
Jesus, as yet, in their life. eight out 
of the fifteen raised their hands. 
We gave them a choice of praying 
the salvation prayer and they 
prayed with us. After the prayer 
was over, children were greeting 
each other and saying, “Welcome 
to the family.”

CHILDREN IN GOD’S  
FAMILY

God the Father, not grandfather 

RODNEY DEVDAS Let us not be fooled by the enemy 
into not sharing the message of 
salvation with children coming 
from Christian homes. they need 
Christ too! Without a personal 
relationship with the Lord Jesus, 
these children will easily become 
lukewarm Christians and be 
attracted to the world and its 
ways. Sadly, this has happened 
to many children in the past and 
continues to happen even now. it 
happened to me as well. Sunday 
School has to be more than just 
teaching action songs, bible 
stories and memorising bible 
verses, which has no impact in 
the life of a child. Sunday School 
has to be the place where children 
will learn about the father’s 
heart and his great plan for their 
life. together we can change this 
mindset, it is never too late.

Jesus declared, “i tell you the 
truth, no one can see the kingdom 
of god unless he is born again” 
(Jn.3:3).

Rodney Devdas 
is part of Children’s Bible 

Ministries, based in Mumbai
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WALKING BY SIGHT AND 
LIVING BY FAITH

Carnal Vs. Kernel

We use words like 
grace, faith and trust 
almost every day. 

everyone has some belief and 
faith in something. Anyone at a 
religious gathering or sect can 
be called as a believer. All the 
members of a church are bible 
believers too and all have some 
faith as well. but all of them are 
unable to practise their belief 
and not all can live by faith. We 
don’t need to judge anyone about 
their faith, but we need to discern 
people by what they believe and 
practise to draw implications for 
ourselves and be able to make the 
right associations.

that’s what Jesus taught 
through several parables and 
which was reiterated by the 
apostles. We have two kinds 
of people everywhere – the 
righteous and the wicked – the 
wheat and the weed; the seed and 
the chaff; the sheep and the goats; 
the ordinary and the spiritual; 
and the kernal Christians and 
the carnal Christians. Like in 
a home there can be obedient 

PHILIPOSE VAIDYAR and disobedient children, so it 
is in any human organisation, 
including the church.

Carnal Christians

Carnal Christians live by natural 
principles and by the trends and 
standards of the world. they want 
to be achievers; they love god, 
church and religious gatherings 
and their prayers often will be 
for success, health and wealth. 
they would like to gain more to 
possess the best. they would 
work and live as per the standards 
of a consumerist society. their 
ultimate goal may be to climb the 
social ladder and live with utmost 
comforts and facilities.

A carnal Christian is still a believer 
in Jesus, and may have accepted 
the gift of salvation, but not the 
sanctifying work of the holy Spirit 
and transformation of the inner 
man. Carnal living satisfies the 
flesh, rather than honouring and 
pleasing god. the spirit of a carnal 
Christian does not have the capacity 
to respond to the work of the holy 
Spirit, but seek blessings of god; may 
know the bible, but may not know 
god in a personal relationship. he 
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can be a legalistic like the Pharisees; 
and not know god intimately.

Kernel Christians

Kernel Christians live by 
faith and by the word of god. 
Kernel is seed and they have the 
potential to sprout and grow. 
they are concerned about the 
transformation of people and 
their prayers are not limited just 
for health, wealth and success, 
but also for spiritual 
transformation of 
people across their 
borders.

Change Is Possible

A carnal Christian 
can become a kernel 
Christian. All Christians 
can have some area of their lives 
where they live carnally. As a 
carnal Christian, we have the 
potential of being perfected, 
but are not yet perfected. A 
committed Christian, by growing 
spiritually, gains the power to 
forsake earthly pleasures and 

live a fruitful life that god has 
planned. Carnal Christians live 
in the lust of the flesh, the lust of 
the eyes, and the boastful pride 
of life that is from the world 
(1Jn.2:15-17). the word of god 
says that not everyone who 
seems to be a Christian is actually 
a Christian (vv.18,19). if carnal 
Christians become truly saved, 
they are assured that they will 

not perish (1Cor.3:10-
15;Jn.3:16).

the choice is ours, to 
stay carnal or become 
a kernel of wheat, 
to grow towards 
spiritual maturity to 
bear fruit in multiple 
folds; to walk by sight 

of the world or to live by faith 
through the word of god and 
in complete dependence on the 
Spirit of god. And this is possible 
by intimacy with Christ through 
meditation and practice of the 
word of god. Which group do 
you belong to? 

A committed Christian, 
by growing spiritually, 

gains the power 
to forsake earthly 

pleasures and live a 
fruitful life that God 

has planned.
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Ginger Hotel, Plot No.37, 38, 
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Pato, Near Passport Office,  

Panaji - 403001 
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Dr. Jayakumar Christian 
(Former National Director, 
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Adv B D Das 
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Dr. (CA) Sanjay Parta 

(Executive Director – FMSF) 
 

Mr. Anand Joshua 
(Executive Director - CIM) 

 
                     

 

              Resource Persons 
 Adv.B.D.Das 
(Supreme Court Advocate) 
 
CA Joselyn Martins 
(JA Martins & Co) 
 
Mr.Anand Joshua 
(Executive Director – CIM) 
 
Mr. Shankar Suresh 
(Asst. Director CIM) 

 

Registration Fee:  ₹4500 + GST 18% 
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Work is a basic part 
of our lives. in fact, 
some people have 

calculated that an ordinary person 
will spend roughly one-third of 
his/her day in work (i.e. 8 hours 
at work; 8 hours sleeping and 8 
hours in leisure, meals, dressing, 
house-work, etc.). therefore, 
unless you are a retired person, 
your work looms very large in 
your life. it has been seen that 
when normally hard working 
people retire or are retrenched 
they can go in deep depression, 
as they do not know what to do. 
Why then do you work? John 
Stott points out that there are 
usually four wrong attitudes to 
work by Christians. firstly, some 
see it as a necessary evil, a way 
in which they are forced to earn 
their living and get on to the ‘real’ 
work of evangelisation. Secondly, 
some see it as meaningless, 
but the work place as a useful 
sphere of witness. on the other 
hand, the third group has never 
really thought about it and sees 
work as something you have 
to do, or part of our human life. 

ETHICS IN THE MARKET 
PLACE – PART 2
All work done by a Christian is sacred.

PETER S. C. POTHAN the fourth group sees work 
as part of the curse after the 
‘fall’. this last interpretation is 
biblically incorrect as god who 
is himself portrayed as a worker 
gave mankind work to care for 
nature (gen.1:26) and for the 
garden (gen.2:8,15) at the time 
of creation.

Work is intended for the 
fulfilment of the worker. God 
provided work for humans as an 
important part of self-fulfilment 
according to god’s purpose. 
genesis 2:15 says, “the Lord god 
took the man and put him in the 
garden of eden to till it and keep 
it” (italics mine). god, therefore, 
created work for man as part of 
him being in the image of god. 
Woman was also created to help 
man in this (gen.2:18). She was 
there to work alongside him in 
the care if the garden. 

Werner neuer explains these 
roles by saying: “the difference in 
nature between man and woman 
becomes clear in genesis 2 in 
the different ways in which God 
created them. man is created out 
of the earth (v.7), but woman is 
created out of man’s rib (vv.21-2). 
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The different ways of creating man 
and woman are closely related to 
their different tasks, which they 
fulfil. Man is formed from the soil, 
whose cultivation is entrusted to 
him by god (gen.2:15;3:17), while 
the woman is created out of man’s 
rib, to be his helper. this is her 
god-given task in life (gen.2:18). 
the appointed tasks of the sexes 
are as basically different as the 
ways in which they were created 
by god... While the man has an 
immediate relationship to the 
world of things, the woman is 
primarily related to the world of 
persons (i.e., in the first instance 
to her husband).”

Work is therefore actually 
‘indispensable’ to our humanness, 
as John Stott puts it. therefore, 
unemployment or lack of any 
worthwhile occupation can lead to 
depression and other problems. it 
can be seen that unemployment of 
men in the slums leads to various 
social problems and changes of 
status. it is pointed out, “many 
men turn to drink in frustration 
at being unable to earn a living 
wage and for similar reasons 
beat their wives. the women 
often become the breadwinners 
as they are employed as domestic 
servants and soon become the 
real authority in the family.”

Work is intended not only for the 
fulfilment of the worker, but also 
for the benefit of the community. 

Adam did not cultivate the garden 
of eden merely for his enjoyment, 
but also to feed and clothe his 
family. What then is work? Work 
is more than just drudgery or 
something you have to do, but is 
a worthwhile and self-fulfilling 
occupation. We, therefore, need to 
compare two words usually used 
for work – ‘job’ and ‘career’. they 
do not mean the same thing. A job 
is a way to earn one’s livelihood 
but a career is “a professional 
occupation that is initiated by 
an inner calling, linked to your 
aptitude, skills and gifts and 
sustained by conviction.” A career 
is something you train for and 
continually upgrade your skills 
for.

Christians are expected to see 
their work as a career, not just 
a job, and improve their skills 
accordingly. As Paul says, “be 
obedient to those who are your 
earthly masters, with fear and 
trembling, in singleness of heart, 
as to Christ; not in the way of eye-
service, as men-pleasers, but as 
servants of Christ, doing the will 
of god from the heart, rendering 
service with a good will as to the 
Lord and not to men” (eph.6:5-8). 
this link between god and us in 
our careers is emphasised by 
John Stott. “So whatever our 
job – in one of the professions 
(education, medicine, the law, 
the social services, architecture 
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or construction), in national or 
local politics or the civil service, 
in industry commerce, farming 
or the media, in research, 
management, the services or the 
arts, or in the home, we need to 
see it as being in co-operation 
with god, in serving the needs 
of human beings and so helping 
them to fulfil His purpose and 
grow into human maturity.”

the proper Christian 
understanding of work 
is, therefore, to see 
it as a ‘vocation’ or 
something given to us 
by god and something 
that we do for god. 
There is no difference 
between ‘sacred’ or 
‘Christian’ work and 
‘secular’ work. All work 
done by a Christian 
is sacred as it is done 
for god and all work is 
secular as it is done in 
the world. the bible emphasises 
the importance of work in many 
places. for instance, Colossians 
3:23-24 emphasises, “Whatever 
your task, work heartily, as 
serving the Lord and not men, 
knowing that from the Lord you 
will receive the inheritance as 
your reward; you are serving 
the Lord Christ.” god is shown 
as a worker throughout the 
bible – as creator (gen.1,2), as 
tailor (gen3:21), as ship-builder 
(gen.6:14-17), as architect and 

interior decorator (exo.25-28), 
etc. Jesus himself was a worker 
and worked as a carpenter for 
over 15 years as compared to his 
3 years of ministry. he says, “my 
father is working still, and i am 
working” (Jn.5:17).

it is a great pity, therefore, that 
Christians in india have made 
a difference between so-called 
‘full-time’ work and ‘secular’ 
work, claiming that the former 

is better and more 
pleasing to god. this is 
nonsense, since if god 
has called you to your 
job in the ‘secular’ field 
as a teacher, doctor, 
lawyer, engineer, clerk, 
business man, etc., 
then you are working 
in full-time service 
for him. there are 
two problems that 
arise from this wrong 
teaching in india. 

firstly, many people think that 
after working for about 30 years 
or more in the secular field after 
they retire they should join 
Christian work and then ‘serve 
the Lord’. this is the hindu 
understanding that after you 
fulfil the ‘householder’ stage of 
life, you then serve god. the bible 
tells us instead to remember 
your Creator and serve god in 
your youth and your best years 
(eccl.12:1). Secondly, it tends to 
devalue the secular jobs and take 

The proper Christian 
understanding of 
work is, to see it 
as a ‘vocation’ or 

something given to us 
by God and something 

that we do for God. 
There is no difference 
between ‘sacred’ or 
‘Christian’ work and 

‘secular’ work. 
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either the first or second wrong 
attitudes. 

it should be noted that work is 
not just a ‘gainful employment’. 
A woman who is a full-time 
housewife is as much doing 
god-given work as anyone in a 
job outside the home. in 1991 
the british government, under 
mrs. margaret thatcher decided 
to offer women in the U.K. an 
economic grant equivalent to 
their salary if they wished to stay 
home and care for their children. 
it was surprising to see the 
large percentage of women who 
took up this option. A survey by 
OUTLOOK magazine in 2000 on 

the question, “is motherhood an 
essential attribute of a woman?” 
has 82% saying ‘Yes’ with 83.2% 
in rural and 81.6% in urban 
areas. this again emphasises the 
importance of the home in the 
view of indian women.

Keeping all this in mind you 
should therefore try to evaluate 
work from the perspective 
of your area of ministry or 
involvement.

Peter S. C. Pothan is 
the Academic Consultant 

at the Global School of 
Open Learning, and lives in 

Bangalore. 

BOMBAY TEEN CHALLENGE ACADEMY AND 
TERESA INTERNATIONAL

VACANCY
We are looking out for Dynamic and Progressive teachers who are interested in 
a growth oriented environment for our School in badlapur (mS) and mandsaur 
(mP).

interested candidates may send their resume to 
erin@bombayteenchallenge.org

Location: Mandsaur (M.P)
Pre Primary

b.A/m.A, b.ed Jr. Kg and Sr. Kg teacher
SECONDARY SECTION  (Std. VI - IX)

b.Sc., b.ed. - mathematics
b.A./m.A, b.ed. - history and english

b.Sc., b.ed - Science 
b.Ped- Pe teacher 

Counselor - Ug/Pg in Psychology/ Child Development/ Counselling
Location: Badlapur (M.S)

Counselor - Ug/Pg in Psychology/ Child Development/ Counselling
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Job interview: Wanted 7 men 
to serve tables.

Qualification: 1. A good 
reputation 2. full of the holy 
Spirit 3.full of wisdom.

the early church had a 
problem. things were getting 
out of hand as more and more 
people were added to the church. 
Complaints were coming in, of 
unfair distribution of food. Peter 
and the rest of the leaders made a 
wise decision, to delegate this to a 
separate committee exclusive for 
managing the food distribution, 
while they would give themselves 
continually to prayer and to 
ministry of the word (Acts.6:4).

Stephen was one of the 
seven people who qualified 
andwas selected, and they were 
commissioned by laying on of 
hands and prayed for, and they 
started work at once.

the word was spreading like 
fire,the number of disciples 
multiplied greatly and there was 
a great revival. Stephen who was 
assigned a job in the kitchen 
could not but come out and spend 

WANTED – CATERING-IN-
CHARGE

What is our witness and stand for Jesus?

CHRISTIANA JOSEPH his free time in doing great signs 
and wonders (Acts.6:8). being full 
of faith and power, he did great 
wonders and signsamong the 
people. of course, this triggered 
a great deal of envy among the 
scribes of the synagogue. they set 
up false witnesses and accused 
him of blasphemy. Stephen was 
dragged to the council to defend 
himself.

Strangely, Stephen was not at 
all worried, and his enemies saw 
his face as that of an angel (6:15). 
he also did not care to defend 
himself, but instead accused his 
accusers. “You stiff-necked and 
uncircumcised in heart and ears! 
You always resist the holy Spirit. 
You have become the betrayers 
and murderers of the Just one.” 
this was the opportunity they 
were waiting for. they were cut 
to the heart,gnashed at him with 
their teeth, cried outwith a loud 
voice, stopped their ears and ran 
at him with one accord. they cast 
him out of the city and stoned 
him (Acts.7:57).

meanwhile, Stephen, being full of 
the holy Spirit, gazed into heaven 



42Light of Life november 2019

and saw the glory of god and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of god 
(7:55).As stated by Jesus,“You will 
see the Son of god sitting at the 
right hand of god”(matt.26:64).
but here Stephen sees Jesus 
standing! there was a standing 
ovation awaiting Stephen, the 
brave martyr, as he entered the 
portals of heaven. the stones 
rained down on him ashe called 
out, “Jesus, receive my spirit.” he 
knelt down and with a loud voice 
cried out,“Lord, do not charge 
them with this sin.”

Stephen fell asleep, peaceful.
how could Stephen be peaceful 
in such a hostile life and death 
situation? he had done god’s will, 
and he was not afraid of death. 
he could look into heaven and 
see Jesus standing and waiting to 
receive him. Who would cling on 
to the world and life? 

What would be theworldly 
point of view? Stephen, so young, 
so talented, so full of potential, 
an untimely death, a life wasted? 
John 12:24 says, “Unlessa grain 
of wheat falls into the ground 
and dies, it remains alone. but if 
it does, it produces much grain.” 
Yousee the witnesses of Stephen’s 
death lay their clothes at the feet of 
Saul. he was the seed, a powerful 
seed that sprouted out, and 
proved to be the greatest, most 
powerful and fearlessmissionary, 
evangelising major parts of 

europe and ancient Asia. We see 
therefore,the death of Stephen 
was not in vain.

At these end times, we followers 
of Christ are a minority, facing 
hostility. What is our witness 
and stand for Jesus? Stephen was 
given the responsibility of kitchen 
duties, and he could have played 
it safe and kept tohis prescribed 
duties and saved his life. by going 
out of his way was he inviting 
trouble? Stephen proved it was 
not the quantity of life but the 
quality of life that counted.

Stephen also proved it was 
possible to live like Jesus. he 
could forgive his enemies, and 
had a glimpse of heaven.

What is our witness, our stand 
for Christ? At the judgment god 
will ask us, “i gave you life, what 
did you do? Did you pour yourself 
out for me, or did you play it safe? 
i gave you Jesus, how did you 
witness for him? Did you shine 
for him brightly or did you play 
it safe and was a successful secret 
Christian, hiding your light under 
the bushel? 

in these days of persecution, 
do we fear death and play dead 
as Christians, or do we pray for 
our persecutors, and face them 
fearlessly? i fear that only on 
that last day when it will be too 
late will we be exposed – what 
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we were building our life with 
straw, hay, wood or precious 
stones – it will be tested with fire 
(1Cor.2:13).Will our life stand the 
test by fire? I pray that each of us 
will look deep within ourselves 
and examine the intents of our 
hearts, and determine to live as 
fearless witnesses, so that the 

Christiana Joseph  
is a clinical sonologist in 

Tanjore, Tamil Nadu, and is 
also involved in Evangelical 

Union ministry and 
the Gideons.

sacrifice of Jesus on the cross will 
not be in vain.

Inspiring Quotes
“Life is wasted if we do not grasp the glory of the cross, cherish it for the 

treasure that it is, and cleave to it as the highest price of every pleasure and 
the deepest comfort in every pain. What was once foolishness to us—a 
crucified God—must become our wisdom and our power and our only boast 
in this world.”

- John Piper
“God loves each of us as if there were only one of us”

- Augustine
“God never said that the journey would be easy, but He did say that the 

arrival would be worthwhile” 
- Max Lucado

 “God’s work done in God’s way will never lack God’s supplies.” 
- Hudson Taylor

“God will meet you where you are in order to take you where He wants 
you to go.”  

- Tony Evans
“Let God’s promises shine on your problems.” 

- Corrie ten Boom
 “Christ literally walked in our shoes.”

 - Tim Keller
“He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep, to gain what he cannot 

lose.” 
- Jim Elliot

“Remember who you are. Don’t compromise for anyone, for any reason. 
You are a child of the Almighty God. Live that truth.” 

- Lysa Terkeurst
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“If you can’t fly, then run, If you can’t run, then walk, If you can’t walk, then 
crawl, but whatever you do, you have to keep moving forward.”

- Martin Luther King Jr.
“Our greatest fear should not be of failure but of succeeding at things in life 

that don’t really matter.” 
–Francis Chan

“If God is your partner, make your plans BIG!” 
- D.L. Moody

“You are the only Bible some unbelievers will ever read.” 
- John Mac Arthur

“We gain strength, and courage, and confidence by each experience in 
which we really stop to look fear in the face...we must do that which we 
think we cannot.” 

 - Eleanor Roosevelt
“He who lays up treasures on earth spends his life backing away from his 

treasures. To him, death is loss. He who lays up treasures in heaven looks forward 
to eternity; he’s moving daily toward his treasures. To him, death is gain.” 

- Randy Alcorn
“God does not give us everything we want, but He does fulfill His promises, 

leading us along the best and straightest paths to Himself.” 
- Dietrich Bonhoeffer

“The Christian life is not a constant high. I have my moments of deep 
discouragement. I have to go to God in prayer with tears in my eyes, and say, 
‘O God, forgive me,’ or ‘Help me.’” 

- Billy Graham
 “Always, everywhere God is present, and always He seeks to discover 

Himself to each one”
 - A.W.Tozer

“If you believe in a God who controls the big things, you have to believe 
in a God who controls the little things.  It is we, of course, to whom things 
look ‘little’ or ‘big’.” 

- Elisabeth Elliot
“There is no one who is insignificant in the purpose of God.” 

- Alistair Begg
“Relying on God has to start all over everyday, as if nothing has yet been 

done.”  
- C. S. Lewis
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our god deserves all our 
praise and worship. We 
need to praise our god 

from our heart, mind and soul. 
but nowadays we are watching 
the worshipping of god being 
manipulated by people and 
following the worldly pattern 
intended to influence worldly 
people. i have seen and heard 
worship songs of god tuned 
by movie songs. i have seen a 
preacher standing on the bible 
and proclaiming that he is 
standing on the word of god, some 
other preachers standing on the 
pulpit and laughing and waving 
their hands and peoplefalling 
down. i have not found this kind 
of worship of god in the bible. in 
earlier times people were giving 
much honour and reverence to 
the word of god and the pulpit. 
today, so-called preachers are 
preaching as per the demand 
of the worshippers, and their 
sermons are with sugar coating. 
they are not bothered about 
the fear of god; they are making 
a business out of it. but as true 
believers we should worship god 
according to his ways.

WORSHIPPING GOD
We worship God because He is worthy to be praised.

DIPANKAR NATH right after passing the red Sea, 
the people of israel worshiped 
god and sang to the living god 
(exo.15:2).that was the shadow 
of baptism as they entered into 
the PromisedLand. As long as 
the people of god worshiped 
god they were blessed in the old 
testament. they got the victory 
over their adversaries and 
adverse situations. in the new 
testament, people of god’s are 
invited to worship him, as they 
confess Jesus Christ and accept 
Jesus as their personal Saviour. 
WithoutJesus we cannot worship 
god. Jesus himself worshiped his 
father in all circumstances. the 
angels were created to praise the 
Almighty god (Psa.103:20;148:2) 
even we are also told that we 
are going to worship god in 
heaven. in heaven there will 
be no preaching of any sermon 
but only worshiping god for the 
whole time.nature will praise the 
Almighty god and through nature 
god wants to show us his will in 
our life.

god has created us and called 
us to worship him only; being 
believers in our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, worship is a part of 
our daily life through which we 
can enter into the presence of 
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god. Worship of god is completed 
by the following things such 
as hymns, singing worship 
songs, sermon from the word of 
God,prayer and offerings. Without 
these things we cannot complete 
worship service. We need to use 
various instruments for worship 
songs and the songs should 
be spiritual. moreover, we can 
worship our god by our lifestyle.
People are fed up with listening 
tosermons and now they want to 
see the lifestyle of his people. We 
are told that we should offer our 
body as a living sacrifice to our 
god.

When we are worshipping 
god we need to know why we 
should worship our god.We are 

worshipping god because he 
is worthy to be praised and for 
his awesome deeds for making 
this universe for us. through 
the worship of god we can get 
deliverance from our sickness, 
poverty and from our enemies. 
Worship to god will lead you unto 
god and god resides in the midst of 
his worshipers. Let us follow the 
biblical pattern of worshipping 
god not the worldly pattern. Let 
us make some difference to our 
god apart from worldly gods.

Dipankar Nath  
 is an ordained minister of 

the Methodist Church in 
India.

Assembly of God ChurCh AsAnsol

Two Vice Principals required for ISC Affiliated Schools at Asansol and 
Ukhra, Paschim Burdwan, West Bengal, Pin Code: 713304. Dynamic 
PGT (M.Sc./M.A. /M.Com. with B.Ed.) of 45 years of age and with 15 
years of experience of teaching at the Plus Two Level may contact / 

send their resume to agasnschool@gmail.com
Protestant preferred.

Light of Life
SAMPLE COPIES FOR NEW SUBSCRIBERS

We will be happy to send samples copies of the Light of Life magazine to people 
you think are potential subscribers.Send their names and addresses to:

Light of Life 
Post Box 4576, 21 YMCA Road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400 008. 

Email: lightoflife2777@gmail.com; lightoflife1@rediffmail.com
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GOD’S CHOSEN GENERATION
J. FREDRIC DAWSON

“You are a chosen generation” –  
chosen according to the foreknowledge of God, 

Chosen through sanctifying work of the  
Spirit and sprinkling of blood of Jesus. 

“You are a royal priesthood,”  
becoming royal priests of the kingdom of Jesus, 

Having access to the father,  
offering their bodies as sacrifices and praises to God.

“You are a Holy nation,”  
a group of people sanctified to be His own, 

And set apart for God for  
His purposes and services in this world. 

“You are a peculiar people,”  
they are different from other people of the world, 

In their beliefs, attitude and thinking,  
leading a lifestyle peculiar to their own.

Such God’s children are called upon to  
work for the specific purposes of God, 
In order to show forth the praises of  

God to the people of the world, 
And proclaim that God had called them  

out of the darkness of the world, 
Into the marvellous and glorious  

light of the kingdom of God. 

As aliens and strangers in this world,  
but with special standing with God, 
They are urged to abstain from the  

sinful desires of the world, 
And live upright, godly lives,  

doing good to the people of this world, 
So that pagans may see their  
good deeds and glorify God.
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CROSSWORD 2
Send in your answers with bible references by e-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, 
to reach Light of Life, Post box 4576, 21-YmCA road, mumbai Central, mumbai 400008, 
not later than December 5, 2019. Please indicate your name, address and Light of Life 
Subscription number while sending the answers. 

CLUES ACROSS:

1. Samuel established here a place 
for sacrifice for important national 
occasions.

3. An immeasurably deep gulf or great 
space.

6. A localised goddess of the 
Ephesians.

8. The writings of Paul, relevant even 
today.

12. The Temanite, one of three friends of 
Job.

14. Son of Noah, father of Cush.

15. The name commonly used for 
Israelites.

17. An Amorite king of Bashan.

1 2 3 4 5

6

7

8 9 10 11

12

13

14 15 

16 17 18

19 20 21

22

23 24

19. Located south of Nazareth, made 
famous by a widow.

20. One of the seven prophetesses.

23. A Jewish Queen in Persia

24. The last of God’s creation.

CLUES DOWN:

1. God in His _____ is still ready to 
forgive us when we repent. 

2. If we are faithful in ____, God will put 
us in charge of much.

3. Gideon defeated the Midianites with 
an  ______ of 300 men.

4. Let your ___ be ___, and your ‘No,’ 
‘No.’ 

5. Over 3200 years ago, it did not set.
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Clues Across:
1. Inheritance (8:12)    
6. Harmony (6:13)  
8. Fear (9:5)         
9. Bless (4:7)  
11. go (1:10)               
12. Throne (6:13)     
14. Arm (11:17)    
16. Ninth (9:1)
18. light (14:7)           
19. Slingstones (9:15)

Answers to Crossword 66 ( Zechariah)
Clues Down:

1. Inhabitants (13:1)   
2. Horse (10:3)       
3. Try (12:3)    
4. Names (13:2) 
5. Ephraimites (10:7)    
7. No (4:5)      
10. sin (3:4)          
13. Run (2:4)
15. plot (8:17)
17. ten (8:23)   

Winners of Crossword 66

Isaiah Winston, Bengaluru, Kar., John S. Andrews, Sangli, Mah., D. Alexander, 
Mumbai, Mah. R. Sathish, Chennai, TN., S. H. E. S. McLoughlin, Hyderabad, Tel., A. 
Sunderraj, Mumbai, Mah., David Sampatkumar, Mumbai, Mah., Jalaja Sulochana, 
Hyderabad, Tel., Manohar G. Andrews, Thane, Mah., Florence Manohar, Vellore, 
TN., Shantha Suresh, Chennai, TN., I. Devanayagam, Tirunelveli, TN., Greta Amanna, 
Mumbai, Mah., D. Hillel Johnson, Vellore, TN., Damara Samadanam, Hyderabad, Tel., 
M. Ratna Prabhu, Ahmedabad, Guj., B. B.  Ropmay, Shillong, Meghalaya., Sumathi 
Dorcas Maigur, Yadgiri, Kar., Esther Patti, Pune, Mah., Christy Inbaraj, Chennai, TN., 
Helen Williers, Mumbai, Mah., Thelma Roberts, Hyderabad, Tel., Mohan C. Kamalam, 
Nagercoil, TN., Ivor Valentine, Mumbai, Mah., Ottie E. Salins, Ambernath, Mah., Sudipta 
Missal, Pune, Mah., M. Edwin, Coimbatore, TN., G. Susan Abraham, Hyderabad, Tel., 
Dolly Sinha Roy, Vadodara, Guj., Asha Daniel, Hyderabad, Tel., K. A. M. Veda Kumari, 
Eluru, AP., Regina L. Victor, Ponda, Goa., Daisy T. Michael, Coimbatore, TN., David 
E. Tiwari, Daund, Mah., Lesley J. Birnur, Hubli, Kar., Sushila L. Baily, Mumbai, Mah.
Linda Rose Khongwir, Shillong, Megh., Elizabeth J. Varghese, Mumbai, Mah., S. V. 
Rani, Bengaluru, Kar., Daphne Alfred, Hyderabad, Tel., Sunila Tudu, Howrah, WB., Mary 
Mathew, Trivandrum, Ker.

7. The third king of the Kingdom of 
Judah and the fifth king of the House 
of David.

9. One of the two midwives who feared 
God.

10. The prophet who challenged Ahab.

11. Was a priest and a scribe, was 
able to explain the law clearly to 
others.

13. The son of King Manasseh of Judah.

16. Indefinite article used before a 
vowel.

18. The son of Jacob, his tribe settled in 
the area east of Jordan.

21. Son of Jacob and Bilhah, his tribe 
settled in the north.

22. The place from which Abraham 
originally came. 
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CYRIL GEORGESON

WORD AND 
THE WORLD

W
OR

D AND THE WORLD

THE AGENDA

there was this man who 
walked into a bar and 
ordered five shots of 

whisky. the bartender asked, 
“What’s the matter?” the man 
says, “i found out my brother is 
gay and marrying my best friend.” 
the next day the same man came 
in and ordered eight shots of 
whiskey. the bartender asked, 
“What’s wrong this time?” the 
man said, “i found out that my 
son is gay.” the next day the same 
man came in the bar and ordered 
twelve shots of whiskey. then 
the bartender asked, “Doesn’t 
anyone in your family like 
women?” the man looked up and 
said, “Apparently my wife does.” 
homosexuality is no longer in any 
closet or just being whispered 
about, but it now occupies centre-
stage in the discussion on human 
sexuality.

in July 1993, the prestigious 
research journal Science 
published a study which claimed 
that there might be a gene for 
homosexuality. research seemed 
to be on the verge of proving that 
homosexuality is innate, genetic 
and therefore unchangeable. this 

was just a claim till 2003 with 
no scientific data to support it. 
nevertheless, just this hypothesis 
was enough to make it a foundation 
stone on which homosexuality 
was endorsed as normal. in 
2003, the international human 
genome Consortium announced 
the successful completion of 
the human genome Project – 
two years ahead of schedule 
but the one piece of information 
that never materialised from the 
Human Genome Project was the 
identification of the so-called 
gay gene. Still, the question on 
whether homosexuality was 
genetic was not put to rest.

recently, this year, The 
Economist, probably the most 
popular and trusted global 
magazine, had a lead article titled, 
‘A Scientific Study has established 
that there is no gay gene’. this 
was the conclusion of a scientific 
study that covered around half 
a million people largely in the 
UK and USA, in what is called a 
genome-wide association study 
(gWAS).

Science Guided By Culture

it is very interesting to see 
the kind of coverage the global 
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media has given to this study. 
The Economist says, “Conscious 
of the tricky subject matter, 
the scientists are at pains to 
anticipate any misunderstandings 
or backlash. They collaborated 
with LGBT advocacy groups 
throughout the study.”

The Scientific American was 
even more candid, “few aspects 
of human biology are as complex–
or politically fraught–as sexual 
orientation. A clear genetic link 
would suggest that gay people 
are ‘born this way’, as opposed 
to having made a lifestyle choice. 
Yet some fear that such a finding 
could be misused (to) ‘cure’ 
homosexuality, and most research 
teams have shied away from 
tackling the topic.”

The New York Times reports, 
“the moment the study was 
published online… the broad 
institute (of mit and harvard) 
took the unusual step of posting 
essays … (which) raised questions 
about the ethics, science and social 
implications of the project. ‘As a 
queer person and a geneticist, 
I struggle to understand the 
motivations behind a genome-
wide association study for non-
heterosexual behaviour,’ wrote Joe 
vitti, a postdoctoral researcher at 
the broad institute, in one essay. 
‘i have yet to see a compelling 
argument that the potential 

benefits of this study outweigh its 
potential harms.’”

Ah! that’s interesting! the 
very ones who cry foul when 
ethics from a biblical worldview 
attempts to inform boundaries 
for science and technology are 
the ones now insisting these 
sexual preferences be protected 
from the prying eyes of science. 
When Christian ethicists suggest 
that there should be a discussion 
on how far cloning or artificial 
intelligence should go, the chorus 
is “Let Science be unregulated 
– no boundaries”! they now 
insist on drawing the limits for 
the scientific endeavour. How 
contradictory!

makes one wonder – if the study 
was able to identify a gay gene 
would all these efforts be taken to 
consult those in other camp(s)? 
Are we hearing that if science 
can prove that homosexuality is 
genetic, we would like to explore 
more, but if it is otherwise, can 
we have some silence? of course, 
this is further proof that we live 
in a post-truth world. truth 
has been ransomed to cultural 
preferences.

the declared view of the 
materialist was that science 
should do its research and draw 
conclusions independently. 
they go further, insisting that 
anything that is technologically 
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possible should be proceeded 
with, giving no consideration 
to its ethical implications. but 
when it impinges upon their 
agenda, we notice that the rules 
of the game change. the god of 
the bible cannot speak on moral 
absolutes and boundaries, but 
their practices and preferences 
should be treated as ‘normal’ and 
there should be no intrusion from 
science. Stop research!

No Hate, No Ostracisation

Again, from the New York 
Times; “I definitely heard from 
people who were kind of ‘Why do 
this at all,’ and so there was some 
resistance there,” said Dr. neale, 
who is gay. “Personally, i’m still 
concerned that it’s going to be 
deliberately misused to advance 
agendas of hate, but i do believe 
that the sort of proactive way 
we’ve approached this and a lot 
of the community engagement 
aspects that we’ve tried were 
important.”

Dr. neale is right when he says 
that the results of the study will 
be ‘misused to advance agendas 
of hate’. there is a vocal and 
sometimes violent segment 
in the Western world who are 
homophobic. they not only hate 
the homosexual, but also are rabid 
about it, sadly sometimes in the 

name of Christianity. even some 
Christian leadership in india is 
homophobic and alarmist. one of 
them even went to the extent of 
stating that if homosexuality is not 
criminalised, our grandchildren 
would also be forced into 
homosexuality (the fallacy of the 
slippery slope). they underrate 
the staying power of the gospel 
and its power to transform. 
incidentally, these are the ones 
who are silent when there is 
rampant corruption in the church 
– cheating, greed, lying, power-
mongering and even adultery. 
they are selectively judgmental.

Yes, the Christian worldview 
does say that homosexuality is a 
consequence of sin, but so also is 
idolatry, sexual immorality and 
even lying. the book of revelation 
says that liars are outside the 
heavenly Jerusalem. even in the 
case of Ananias and Sapphira in 
Acts 5, the sin for which they were 
punished was lying. today, if the 
Lord were to judge people in the 
church, by the high standards of 
the early church, not only would 
most churches be empty and the 
graveyards full, but many of those 
in ecclesiastic leadership would 
not survive long.

So, we need to emphasise that 
we all are as much in need of 
saving grace, as of living moment-
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by-moment by faith, especially in 
dealing with temptation and sin. 
one could be a heterosexual in 
a secure married relationship, 
but be abhorrent to god because 
of disordered lust, pride, envy, 
greed or even something which 
seems trivial like lying. We 
should be careful not to demonise 
one sin above another – that is 
unscriptural. god calls us to love 
the sinner who may be enslaved 
to pride, lust, homosexuality, 
greed, envy and any of the other 
sins. While we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us.

The Worldview

for the Christian, the 
worldview, as articulated by the 
bible, informs us not only about 
our human condition. it gives us 
guidance on how we ought to live 
and conduct ourselves and also 
points to the final destiny of all 
humans – both those who believe 
and those who ignore or choose 
to reject God’s offer of salvation. 
the good book is very realistic 

about human desires and how to 
live with them.

rachel gilson, in an article 
in Christianity Today, offers a 
biblical way to deal with desire 
(both for the homosexual and 
heterosexual): “Some of our 
desires are disordered – warped 
by original sin. my own same-sex 
attraction is an example. other 
desires are ordered in general, 
but disordered by degree or 
distribution. A man’s desire 
for women may be ordered on 
one level, but out of order with 
lust, adultery, or promiscuity. 
either way, the gift of Christ is 
to be able to repent of sin, seek 
the holy Spirit in the face of 
temptation, and take joy in an 
obedience that flows from the 
belief that we are fully known 
and fully loved.”

Cyril Georgeson  
lives in Mumbai and is 

an apologist, teacher 
and writer.
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NOTES ALONG 
THE JOURNEY

SUDDEN WEALTH  
SYNDROME

OBY CHERIAN

for your heart will always 
be where your riches are” 
(matt.6:21gnt).

One of our staff looked so 
distraught that i thought that 
there must have been a major 
bereavement in the family. 
however, it was only the next day 
that i heard that it was all about 
the annual salary hike. i had 
forgotten it was the 30th of April. 
maybe, it was a disappointment 
concerning a few hundred rupees 
or perhaps it was perceived 
discrimination, vis-a-vis another 
colleague. Whatever it was, it was 
about – ‘money’.

not soon after this incident, 
i lost my purse. it pushed me 
into the dumps for a day or two. 
Something that my wife said 
helped me snap out of it. “it is 
good to lose your purse once in a 
while,” she said, “After all its only 
money, don’t worry about it.” this 
really put things in perspective.

these happenings, though 
unpleasant at that time, made me 
ponder about money. how much 

of a say does it have in our lives? 
to what extent does it rule our 
lives?

Do we value our relatives 
depending on how much wealth 
they have?

how much does the felt 
worth of our job depend on our 
remuneration?

Do we mourn the loss of a 
relationship or the loss of time 
as much as we mourn the loss of 
money?

money stands for all things 
material, and the attitude we take 
towards it – deep in our hearts 
– may be an indication of where 
our trust lies. it could also point 
out where our treasure is.

What are the things whose loss 
upsets us the most? these are the 
things we value. 

this reminds me of tevye the 
main character in the movie, 
‘fiddler on the roof’.

fed up of the daily grind to eke 
out a living and longing to be rich, 
this religious man, tevye talks to 
god: “You made many, many poor 
people, i realise, of course, it’s no 
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shame to be poor, but it’s no great 
honour either. now, what would 
be so terrible, if i had a small 
fortune?” he says in this parley 
with god. that’s how the song, ‘if 
i were a rich man’ starts.

it goes on and this is the last 
stanza where the song reaches 
a crescendo with tevye the poor 
milkman with four daughters 
still arguing his case with the 
Almighty.

“Lord who made 
the lion and the lamb, 
You decreed i should be what i am. 
Would it spoil some vast, eternal 
plan, if i were a wealthy man?”

What tevye does not know is 
that wealth, most of the time, 
does not increase the enjoyment 
of life. in fact, there is a recognised 
malady called ‘sudden wealth 
syndrome’. here the seemingly 

fortunate individual longs to 
go back to a time when he did 
not have all this money. this 
syndrome can be accompanied 
by the constant fear of losing it 
all, excessive suspicion about 
people’s motives and emptiness 
and loneliness that is depressing.

So, what is our innermost 
feelings towards money?

“thus saith the Lord; for three 
transgressions of israel, and 
for four, i will not turn away the 
punishment thereof; because 
they sold the righteous for silver, 
and the poor for a pair of shoes” 
(Amos2:6).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a consultant urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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News

Christian Youths May Leave 
Christianity

(CH): A new report shows that 
some 35 million youths raised 
in Christian families will leave 
Christianity by the year 2050. 
According to the Christian 
Post, greg Stier, founder of the 
youth ministry Dare 2 Share, says 
there is a chance for Christians to 
‘flip the switch’.

“Youth ministry needs to be 
re-engineered to be gospel-
advancing and disciple-
multiplying,” he said. “it is not 
about meetings but about the 
mission. Young people are 
longing for a cause that matters. 
So they need to be equipped 
and youth leaders need to be 
equipped to equip them. there 
is nothing wrong with games 
and all that stuff, but they (youth 
groups) need to take it serious 
about the mission that god has 
put before us. i think we have to 
have a higher standard for youth 
ministry than fun, games, pizza 
and a 10-minute lesson.”
America Stands With Believers

(CH): President trump announced 
$25 million in funding to protect 

religious freedom and religious 
sites around the world, and asked 
the world’s governments to join 
together to end religious perse-
cution. trump also announced 
an initiative comprised of a ‘co-
alition of U.S. businesses for the 
protection of religious freedom’. 
trump was speaking at a meeting 
on religious persecution he con-
vened at the United nations, with 
U.n. Secretary-general António 
guterres and other international 
officials in attendance. 

the $25 million, trump said, 
will go toward protecting religious 
freedom, religious sites and relics. 
An estimated 11 Christians are 
killed every day for “following the 
teachings of Christ,” trump said. 
“America stands with believers in 
every country, who ask only for 
the freedom to live according to 
the faith that is within their own 
hearts,” he said.

Non-profits Not To Participate 
In Conversions

(CH): in its persecution of Chris-
tians, india will now force non-
profits to sign commitments to 
not evangelize or “engage in re-
ligious conversion.” The Christian 
Post reported the move which 
backs employees of foreign-
funded nonprofits into a corner 
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and places amendments to the 
foreigners Contribution regu-
lation Act (fCrA). According to 
the Times of India, it has given the 
government permission to freeze 
bank accounts of non-govern-
mental organisations.

“These new modifications will 
reignite fears that ngos will be 
selectively targeted, their fCrA 
registration cancelled and their 
bank accounts frozen,” global 
Council of indian Christians said.

more than 11000 foreign-
funded ngos have lost their 
licenses to serve the country, 
including Christian sponsorship 
organisation Compassion 
International in 2017. the non-
profit stopped its ministry to over 
147000 children in the country 
because of the fCrA.

Christian Persecution On The 
Rise

(CH): Christians in india have 
endured a rapid increase of 
violent persecution with over 
200 reports of incidents this 
year. “the attacks are spread 
across the country and usually 
take the form of mob attacks, 
which can include interruptions 
to worship and prayer services, 
intimidation, verbal assault, and 
even death threats and violence,” 

said Alliance Defending Freedom 
(ADf). 218 incidents have 
occurred this year, but only 25 
police reports have been filed 
after the attacks.
Australia Considers New 
Religious Freedom Bill

(CH): A proposal in Australia 
would protect people who 
express their faith outside of 
the workplace. the proposed 
legislation comes just a few 
months after rugby Union 
international’s israel folau was 
fired from his post for posting 
on social media that hell awaited 
“drunks, homosexuals, adulterers, 
liars, fornicators, thieves, atheists 
and idolaters.”

Attorney-general Christian 
Porter said the legislation would 
allow Australians to express their 
faith on places like social media 
as long as the comments do not 
cause financial damage to their 
employer. “Australia has a strong 
anti-discrimination framework 
with specific protections for 
people against discrimination on 
the basis of their age, sex, race 
and disability,” Porter said in a 
speech in Sydney.

Staines Murder Accused 
Nabbed

(UCAN): two decades after 
the ghastly killing of Australian 



61Light of Life november 2019

index of advertisers

A.K. International Tourism .......... IFC

Assembly of God Church  
Asansol .......................................46

Believers Wedding.com (NLF 
Church) .......................................18

Bethany Hospital .........................14

Bombay Bible College  
& Seminary .................................28

Bombay Teen Challenge  
Academy .....................................40

Christian Institute of  

Management ...............................36

GIVA Innoventures ......................48

LOL Bookshop ........................... IBC

LOL Digital Magazine ...................54

LOL ............................................. BC

O.M. Books ...........................23, 27

SAIACS .................................56, 62

The Gift and The Demon ..............32

Union Biblical Seminary ........10, 24

Zipporah Foundation....................35

missionary graham Staines and 
his two minor sons in odisha’s 
Keonjhar district, Cbi arrested 
one of the accused persons. the 
Cbi sleuths arrested budhadeb 
naik, a close associate of Dara 
Singh who was convicted in the 
case.

naik was allegedly among those 
who had set fire to the station 
wagon in which Australian 
missionary  graham Stuart Staines 
and his two minor sons, Philip and 
timothy, were sleeping in front of 
a church at manoharpur village in 

Keonjhar on the night of January 
22, 1999. the three were burnt 
to death in the incident, which 
rocked the country. naik was 
absconding since the incident and 
the CBI, acting on a tip off raided 
his house and apprehended him. 
Dara Singh, the main accused in 
the triple murder, was convicted 
and sentenced to death by the 
Cbi court in 2003. the orissa 
high Court commuted the death 
sentence to life imprisonment in 
2005, which was upheld by the 
Supreme Court in 2011.
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