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LETTERS

YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 
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Thank You

greetings to you in the loving 
name of our Saviour and Lord 
Jesus Christ.

i have been blessed by the 
bible Crossword published 
every month. thank you for your 
untiring efforts to help me learn 
the word of god and meditate.

S.V. Rani, Bengaluru, 
Karnataka
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Editorial

CHRISTIANS AND 
COUNSELLING

w            hen someone says, “i 
don’t need psychology, 
i have the bible,” does it 

show that he is spiritual or super-
spiritual? is he implying that the 
bible has all that we need for deal-
ing with every challenge we have 
to deal with in life? Certainly, the 
bible is a great gift from god to us 
in which he has revealed himself 
and shown us the way of salva-
tion. but just as the bible has not 
told us how to deal with different 
types of physical sicknesses, it has 
not also said much about dealing 
with mental problems. if we are 
able to trust doctors and medi-
cal procedures, why is it that we 
hesitate when it comes to scien-
tific ways of understanding how 
people get mentally ill and use 
such techniques to resolve them? 
Shall we put aside all such knowl-
edge and expertise as ‘worldly’ 
wisdom and ‘human’ effort, and 
think we will be spiritual only if 
we rely entirely on prayer to heal 
sicknesses? Aren’t these also gifts 

that god has given to us to help us 
with our life on earth?

People are more easily able 
to accept medical treatment in 
the case of physical illnesses 
than when it comes to using 
psychiatry, psychotherapy and 
counselling for things that affect 
the mind. Some of these mental 
‘issues’ may be due to biological 
factors that affect the brain. These 
are actually, at least partially, 
‘physical’ in origin, even though 
their effects are seen in the 
psychological aspects of thinking, 
feeling, choosing and behaviour. 
they come under the purview of 
psychiatrists who may deal with 
them medically, followed up by 
psychotherapists and counsellors. 
Some other issues are essentially 
due to the ‘environment’ in 
which the person grew up, or the 
experiences that have negatively 
influenced his way of thinking, 
feeling or behaviour. these need 
to be dealt with by psychologists 
who are the experts in this field, 



8Light of Life November 2018

along with the possibility of 
involving psychiatrists in certain 
cases. but the greater majority 
of cases are where there is no 
mental or biological disorder of 
any kind, but the person simply 
does not know how to handle 
particular situations in life! 
Knowledgeable ‘counsellors’ can 
guide them along. many Christians 
also recognise the possibility 
of demonic influences that can 
affect people in different ways, for 
which pastors with a special gift 
in this field can be approached. 
‘mental health professionals’ may 
be from any of these fields and 
they can all work together for the 
help of the affected people.

well-trained Christian counsel-
lors can actually form the first 
layer of treatment in which many 
of the problems can be handled 
straightaway, and the more chal-
lenging problems may be referred 
to psychotherapists, psychiatrists 
or pastors, as described above. 
Depending on the level of quali-
fications, training, spiritual gifts 
and experience, some Christian 
counsellors may also be able to 
handle psychological and spiri-
tual problems their counselees 
bring to them. 

but this does not seem to be 
how it is actually done in prac-
tice among many Christians. for 
some Christians, the solution for 
all problems is simply prayer, 
sometimes augmented by fast-

ing. Certainly, this should be the 
first response for all Christians. 
but we need to also admit the fact 
that god does not always answer 
such prayers in the way we would 
like – miraculously and without 
our having to do anything. mira-
cles do happen even in the 21st 
century. but we do have to recog-
nise that they are comparatively 
rare, considering the number of 
prayers that are offered to receive 
them. we also need to realise that 
many times god chooses to in-
struct and equip us to handle the 
situations in our life by using the 
wisdom and strength he grants 
us (Psa.32:8,9). in such cases, it 
would be wrong for us to sit back, 
do nothing, and expect god to 
handle everything for us.

Another way some Christians 
deal with mental issues is to treat 
them as spiritual issues. Some of 
them assume that every problem 
is the result of the work of de-
mons, and their solution is to cast 
the demons out. this is too sim-
plistic, because all problems are 
not from demons and, in the pro-
cess of trying to cast out demons, 
real physical and psychological 
problems are overlooked! (in ad-
dition, problems remain even af-
ter such attempts, because people 
were ‘barking up the wrong tree’!) 
Some others treat all problems 
as the result of personal sin and 
search for bible verses to point 
out to people, in order to con-
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vict them and cause a change 
of behaviour. many times, this 
approach gets counselees into 
condemnation or hopelessness, 
and many other times it does 
not solve the problems because 
it is not their personal sin or 
lack of faith that is the cause of 
their problems. for example, 
when married couples do not 
understand the differences be-
tween the way men and women 
think, feel and respond, they 
cannot deal with problems due 
to that ignorance!

how much better it would be 
to recognise that we are a body, 
soul (mind) and spirit, and to 
look at these different parts sepa-
rately and together to understand 
what is going on! Psychiatry looks 
mainly at the biological causes of 
mental problems, and psychol-
ogy is the science that studies the 
mind in relation to thoughts, feel-
ings and actions. Christian theol-
ogy explains what has gone wrong 
with man because of the fall and 
how god wants to restore us. if we 
can understand what is happen-
ing in the biological, psychological 
and spiritual aspects of the coun-
selees, will not that give us a holis-
tic understanding of the problem?

Look at marriage counselling. 
the bible tells husbands to love 
their wives, and wives to submit 
to their husbands. Apart from 
a few other verses that relate 
to this relationship, the bible 

does not cover many other vital 
aspects such as understanding 
the differences in temperament, 
childhood upbringing, gender-
related physiology and psychology, 
value system, worldview, culture, 
etc., which the spouses bring to 
the marriage. A trained marriage 
counsellor can identify which 
factors are causing conflicts in a 
particular marriage.

take the case of teenagers and 
young adults struggling with is-
sues such as the relationship with 
parents, relating to people of the 
opposite sex, the meaning and 
purpose of life, poor self-esteem, 
a sense of failure, etc. think of 
how their lives can be set in the 
direction by counsellors who can 
come along their side and point 
out the right way forward.

A good training in counselling 
helps a counsellor to become em-
pathetic towards the counselees, 
able to put themselves in the po-
sition of the counselees and un-
derstand what the counselees are 
going through. they have learned 
special techniques to be able to 
put the counselees at ease, gain 
their confidence, listen to the 
problems they present and to 
draw out the real issue from their 
heart and its causes. two major 
factors that help the counselees 
to open up to the counsellor are 
the non-judgmental attitude he 
presents and the guarantee of 
confidentiality.
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for counselling to succeed, the 
counselee must be someone who 
sincerely wants help and is willing 
to make changes. Some counselees 
seem to expect that the Christian 
counsellor has only to pray and 
their problems will vanish. Some 
other counselees are unwilling to 
take any responsibility for their 
own behaviour, and for them 
their problems are all from other 
people and circumstances. they 
want the counsellor to change 
the other people or suggest ways 
to change the circumstances! 
this can be often seen during 
marriage counselling. in such 
cases, the process takes longer or 
may fail.

Jesus is not called ‘the wonder-
ful Counsellor’ without purpose 
(isa.9:6). he came to proclaim 
“release to the captives, and re-
covery of sight to the blind, to set 
free those who are oppressed” 
(Lk.4:18). is he not doing that 
many times now through counsel-
lors who are gifted for this min-
istry in the body of Christ? “the 
way of a fool is right in his own 
eyes, but a wise man is he who 
listens to counsel” (Prov.12:15).

Jacob Ninan 

Light of Life
INVITING ARTICLES

Light of Life magazine is meant for inspiring, instructing, informing and 
influencing people in becoming better followers of Jesus Christ. We welcome 
original and unpublished articles, poems, testimonies, etc., that would be 
edifying. Authors must be those who affirm the final authority of the Bible in 
all matters of doctrine and ethics, that God is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and 
that Jesus is the only Saviour of the world. 

The typical length of articles is 1500 words or less. Articles will be selected 
by the editors at their discretion and further edited to correct errors, fit 
available space and to align with the format, style and layout adopted by 
the magazine.

General guidelines for authors are given in the Light of Life website at www.
lightoflife-india.com
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Jesus, during his public 
ministry on earth, performed 
many miracles. he healed 

many sick people. he cast out 
many demons. he even raised 
some from death. but only some 
of these miracles are recorded 
in the gospels (Jn.21:25). even 
those recorded are not recorded 
by all the gospel writers. Some of 
them are recorded only by one 
gospel writer. Among those is the 
healing of a blind man by Jesus 
near bethsaida. this story is 
recorded only by mark (8:22-26). 
Among all the miracles of Jesus, 
this healing is unique in many 
ways.

Let us first understand the place 
bethsaida. this town or village 
in Jesus’ time is situated on the 
northern coast of the Sea of galilee. 
most probably, it must have been 
a fishing village. We know, from 
the gospels, that a number of 
Jesus’ disciples belonged to this 
village. Simon Peter, Andrew and 
Philip can be counted among 

A DIFFERENT KIND  
OF HEALING
Is this story an acted parable?

K. P. LUKE VYDHIAN them. but Jesus also had some 
harsh words to speak about this 
place. Jesus speaks about the 
places where he had carried out 
many miracles (matt.11:21-24). 
but these miracles didn’t make 
any difference to these places. 
Jesus therefore curses them. 
“woe to you Korazin, woe to you 
bethsaida! if the miracles that 
were performed in you had been 
performed in tyre and Sidon, 
they would have repented long 
ago in sack-clothes and ashes. but 
i tell you, it will be more tolerable 
for tyre and Sidon on the Day of 
Judgment than for you.” bethsaida, 
along with Korazin, is condemned 
by the Lord for judgment, because 
of their refusal to repent in spite 
of witnessing so many miracles.

it is in bethsaida that some 
people brought a blind man to 
Jesus to be healed. we do not 
know the name of the blind 
man. we do not have any other 
details about this man. there is 
no indication that the blind man 
himself wanted to get healed. 
Normally in the healing ministry 
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of Jesus, the faith of the afflicted 
is a significant aspect. Take for 
instance the case of bartimaeus, 
the blind beggar near Jericho. 
the moment he heard that Jesus 
was passing by, he started crying, 
“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy 
on me.” even when the disciples 
and others accompanying Jesus 
rebuked him and asked him to 
keep quiet, he cried all the more. 
this shows his faith in the messiah 
as well as his intense desire to get 
healed. or take another example. 
Jesus healed the Centurion’s 
servant even without going to 
their house. that was because 
of the Centurion’s faith. Jesus 
praised that faith as something he 
has not seen even in israel. thus, 
faith is an important ingredient 
in the healing ministry. in the 
present case of the blind man at 
bethsaida, however, we do not see 
any faith being displayed either 
by the blind man or by those who 
brought him to Jesus. the blind 
man does not even show a desire 
to get healed.

but what is to be noticed here, 
is that the moment the blind 
man is brought to Jesus, the Lord 
literally takes hold of him. No 
matter whether the man had faith 
or not, no matter whether he had 
a desire to get healed, Jesus was 
determined to heal him. The first 
thing he does is to take hold of the 

man and rush out of that cursed 
place. Jesus does not stop on the 
way even for a moment; he does 
not even speak to the man until 
both of them are clearly out of that 
village. it is then that Jesus starts 
to deal with the man’s affliction. 
The first thing that Jesus did was 
to spit into the eyes of the blind 
man and then put his hands on 
him. then he asked the man, “Do 
you see anything?” the reply the 
man gave to this question is the 
most intriguing part in this story. 
he looked up (into the sky) and 
said, “i see people; they look like 
trees walking around.” what type 
of an answer is this? how can 
he see people in the sky? where 
has he seen trees walking? how 
can people look like trees? his 
answer makes no sense at all. 
for a person like me, it looks 
like an impertinent response to 
the question asked by Jesus. but 
the Lord does not take offence at 
this answer by the man. he knew 
that healing had not taken place 
and proceeds with the healing 
process. he stretched his arm 
and touched the man’s eyes. that 
was really the healing touch. 
with that touch, the blind man’s 
eyes were opened; his sight was 
restored and the man could see 
everything clearly.

Jesus healed many blind people 
while on earth, but never in 
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this manner. he healed many 
sicknesses. he cast out many 
demons and freed those who 
were possessed by demons. 
Sometimes, the healing was by a 
word over a distance. Sometimes 
it was by a mere touch. but never 
in his public ministry, had Jesus 
to exert himself so much as he 
did in this case. See how long he 
had to run dragging the blind man 
along, till they were clearly out of 
the boundaries of bethsaida. but 
the story is not over yet. Jesus 
gives the blind man, now healed, 
a parting advice. Nay, it was 
surely a strict warning that he 
better heeded. “Don’t go into the 
village,” Jesus told the man and 
sent him home.

As mentioned at the outset, 
this is indeed a strange case of 
healing carried out by Jesus. 
Since this forms part of the holy 
Scripture, we can be sure about 
the veracity of this story. i would 
however prefer to see this as 
a parable (an acted parable) 
depicting how the all loving god, 
the father in heaven, acted to 
save the fallen mankind. Jesus, 
of course, represents the father 
here, and the blind man the fallen 
mankind. Just like the blind man 
in the story who showed no 
desire to be healed, the fallen 
mankind had no awareness 
that they were a fallen race nor 

about their need for redemption. 
mankind remained oblivious of 
their real state. mankind never 
sought redemption. the initiative 
came from god himself. it was 
his great plan for mankind to 
send his only begotten Son in 
human form into this world in 
order to suffer and die on the 
cross of Calvary as a propitiation 
for the sins of all mankind. the 
only requirement expected of 
man was that he accepts that 
great salvation so freely offered, 
by clasping it in his hands of faith. 
in the case of the blind man in 
this story, he submitted himself 
to Jesus’ leading, although he did 
not actively seek to be healed. the 
village of bethsaida stands for the 
world in this parable. Although 
we have to remain in this world 
as long as we live, we have to 
remain as aliens and strangers in 
this world, making sure that we 
do not conform to this world, but 
be transformed to the likeness 
of Christ. if we do that, we will 
be transformed ourselves and, 
at the same time, made agents of 
transformation for others by the 
help of the holy Spirit. may the 
good Lord help us to do that!

K. P. Luke Vydhian  
retired as General Manager, 

Telecom, Karnataka, and 
lives in Bangalore.
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forty days after his 
resurrection, Jesus 
ascended into heaven. 

Angels proclaimed to the disciples 
that one day Jesus would return 
bodily and visibly the same way he 
went. history is moving towards 
this specific point, namely the 
return of Jesus to judge and rule 
over the earth. we should be 
ready for his sudden return, not 
standing around looking into 
the sky, but by working hard to 
first obey the Gospel and then to 
share it so that others will be able 
to share in the great blessings of 
god. 

Holy Conduct

the return of Christ is a 
doctrine that evangelicals hold 
in common. it is prominently 
discussed in the Scriptures. it is 
mentioned more than 300 times 
in the New testament. Christ 
taught that his return would be 
a literal, physical event. he would 
return just the same way as the 
disciples had seen him depart 
(Acts.1:15). the time of his return 
would, however, be unknown. 
People should therefore be 
prepared always for his coming 

WHY THIS DELAY?
The delay in His coming means salvation for the believing Jews 

and Gentiles.

P. ABRAHAM
(matt.24:36,42; 25:1-3). During 
his absence, his people should be 
faithful stewards (matt.24:45-51), 
faithfully serving him to receive 
his commendation and rewards 
on his return (matt.25:14-30). 
the word of god concludes with 
the words of John: “Amen. Come, 
Lord Jesus!” (rev.22:20). because 
believers will see him who is pure, 
they should purify themselves 
(1Jn.3:3). Peter emphasises: 
“what sort of people ought you to 
be in holy conduct and godliness” 
(2Pet.3:11).

Jesus declared these things 
beforehand that we might be free 
from all delusions, so that our 
hearts are kept firm and faithful 
to him in the assurance of his 
knowledge. wars and distresses, 
false teachers and false prophets 
are to continue and multiply, until 
the coming of the Son of man. this 
view is consonant to the actual 
facts of history and experience 
so far. Let us not be seduced from 
our loyalty to him by any false 
teacher.

we become hurried and 
flustered because we have 
a limited time (a day) to do 
anything. god has no such unrest; 
he is able to accomplish the things 
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which men could hope to do in a 
thousand years. men declare that 
the promise of his coming is false 
because more than 2000 years 
have elapsed after it was made. 
they forget that he is never too 
early or too late. he is always on 
time. the purposes of god are 
so vast and wonderful that their 
working out in human experience 
must take time. his power is such 
that when he wills, things can be 
done in the ‘twinkling of an eye’. 

Clear Expectations

god has clear expectations from 
those who choose to follow him. 
this does not mean that we are 
saved by piling up enough good 
works to satisfy god. it only means 
that any authentic and genuine 
commitment to Christ will be 
accompanied by demonstrable 
evidence of a transformed life. for 
the followers of Christ, anything 
that becomes more precious than 
our relationship with the Lord 
becomes destructive.

the three greatest command-
ments – to love god, love our 
neighbours and make disciples of 
all nations – are about the work 
of god’s people. with 2 billion 
Christians in the world, changing 
the world does not seem beyond 
our grasp. bob Pierce said: “Don’t 
fail to do something because you 
can’t do everything.” however, 
it takes transformed people to 
transform the world. the truth is 

that we have “drifted away from 
being fishers of men to being 
keepers of the aquarium.” we are 
preoccupied with our lives and 
daily issues of our churches. our 
sin is more of omission than com-
mission.

Local Church

the local church is the hope 
of the world. if church leaders 
do not have an outward vision 
to become salt and light in our 
society to promote social and 
spiritual transformation, pursue 
justice, and proclaim the whole 
gospel, then the church will fail to 
realise its potential as the agent 
of transformation. our salt has 
lost its saltiness and so, we are no 
longer able to impact the culture 
of our society. “A church that lives 
within its four walls is no church 
at all.” Aspiring to material 
comfort and success are not 
core Christian values. obedience 
to the great Commission has 
been consistently poisoned by 
our affluence. We have become 
blind. may god show us our 
blindness (matt.13:13-15). Jesus 
commanded us to “go”, not 
“huddle”. if god has commanded 
us to fulfil a commission, let us 
make it our utmost priority, as 
long as we live.

we should rise above trivial 
religious games and truly be the 
salt and light of the world. “if 
you are a Christian, you have to 
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practise what you preach.” we are 
now a church too comfortable, 
insulated from the pain of the 
rest of the world, devoid of 
compassion. the heart and soul 
of the church of Christ hang in 
the balance. A small group of 
thoughtful, committed disciples 
changed the world and turned it 
upside down, in the first century. 
we have reduced the gospel to 
a transaction involving the right 
beliefs, rather than living it with 
the power of the holy Spirit. the 
world needs change agents, who 
have changed themselves. moses 
had a stick, David had a slingshot, 
Paul had a pen, graham Staines 
had love for the poor, and billy 
graham a gift for preaching. in 
common, they all had a willingness 
to let god use whatever they had, 
even when it did not seem very 
useful. what do you have? 

if society deteriorates and its 
standards decline, there is no 
sense in blaming the society. that 
is what happens when fallen men 
and women are left to themselves 
and human selfishness remains 
unchecked. the question to ask 
is: where is the church? why are 
the salt and light of Jesus Christ 
not permeating and changing the 
society? it is sheer hypocrisy on 
our part to raise our eyebrows, 
shrug our shoulders, or wring 
our hands. the Lord told us to 
be salt and light. if darkness and 
rottenness abound, it is largely 

our fault and we must accept the 
blame, recognise the problem and 
rectify the situation. Like the good 
tree in matthew 7, Christ’s true 
disciples will bear good fruit. 

Paul has described a local 
church in his first letter to the 
thessalonians. “we give thanks 
to you all, making mention of 
you in our prayers, remembering 
without ceasing your work of 
faith, labour of love and patience 
of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ... 
you became examples to all 
in macedonia and Achaia who 
believe... turned to god from 
idols to serve the living and true 
god, and to wait for his Son from 
heaven...” (1thess.1:2-10). what 
an example to emulate!

Christ’s Ambassadors

we should be carriers of the 
gospel – the good news that is 
meant to change the world. it is 
not enough to believe. worship 
and personal morality are not 
enough. when we commit 
ourselves to follow Christ, we 
are also committed to live our 
lives in a way that the watching 
world would get a glimpse of 
god’s character – his love, justice 
and mercy – through our words, 
actions and behaviour. “we are 
Christ’s ambassadors” (2Cor.5:2). 
he called us to proclaim the good 
news and to change the world to 
be ready for the return of Jesus 
Christ.
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the common notion is that 
committing one’s life to Christ 
begins and ends by reciting a 
brief prayer that activates one’s 
spiritual life insurance. the 
part about being salt and light 
to redeem a rebellious planet 
are considered as optional. we 
now live in the confines of a 
comfortable church with our 
chosen theology. god wants the 
whole counsel of his word to be 
preached and demonstrated to 
the people around us. that is why 
Jesus shed his blood for us. read 
the book of Acts and learn of the 
demonstrators of his Spirit and 
the opposition they encountered. 
we must do the same. Never settle 
for the mediocrity of a religious 
life.

Efforts to determine the date 
for the return of Christ are 
foolish. Paul warns us that no one 
knows the date of Christ’s return 
and that believers will be taken 
by surprise at the coming of the 
Lord. he will return suddenly and 
unexpectedly. Since no one knows 
when Jesus will come back to 
earth, we should be ready always. 
we should live each day ready 
to meet him. Do not be caught 
unprepared. Are you ready?

Doubts In The First Century

the question about the timing 
of the return of Christ has 
puzzled believers right from the 
first century. Having believed the 

gospel message and accepted 
new life in Christ, it appears that 
many in thessalonica believed 
that they would be protected 
from death till Christ returned. 
but when believers began to die 
under persecution, some of them 
started questioning their faith. 
Some thessalonians had stopped 
working in order to wait for Christ, 
since the Lord could come at any 
moment. the doctrine about 
Christ’s return promoted idleness 
in the church. Paul addressed 
their questions in his first letter 
to them (1thess.4:16,17), giving 
them their great hope of glory. 
Paul explains that he and his 
companions worked hard rather 
than becoming a burden to the 
believers. the rule they followed 
was: if a man will not work, he 
shall not eat. we should make the 
most of our talent and time, doing 
all we can to provide for ourselves 
and our dependants. work when 
you should be working and rest 
while you should be resting. Paul 
exhorts the idlers to get back to 
work. if we are ready, we need 
not be concerned about when he 
will return. We should be firm in 
our convictions; keep working 
and wait for Christ. we should be 
persistent making the most of our 
time and talent. our endurance 
will be rewarded. the imminent 
return of Christ should not make 
us idle. instead, we should be 
even busier, living purely working 
for his kingdom, living our lives 
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well. while patiently waiting for 
his return, we should earnestly 
work for him while we wait.

Peter, in his second epistle, 
gives a blunt warning about false 
teachers. he cautioned that they 
will become prevalent in the last 
days (2Pet.2:1,2), they will do 
anything for money (2:3), they 
will spurn the things of god, and 
they will be judged and punished 
by god (2:3-10,20-22). he has 
also given the reasons for the 
delay for Christ’s return (3:1-
13). if we are ready, we do not 
have to be concerned about the 
events around us, or the timing of 
Christ’s return. god is in control 
of all world events. if our faith 
is strong, we do not need to be 
afraid of what lies ahead. our 
task is only to be prepared for his 
return and to spread the gospel 
message so that more people will 
be prepared.

the second epistle of Peter 
could have been written to us in 
the 21st century. our world is full 
of false prophets and teachers. we 
should learn to reject all those who 
preach anything inconsistent with 
the word of god. Peter warned his 
readers to avoid the mistakes of 
the wicked teachers by growing 
in the grace and knowledge of 
Jesus. false teaching from within 
the church is far more dangerous 
than persecution from without 
(Acts.20:28-32). false teaching 
weakens the church and ruins its 

testimony. The weapon to fight 
false teaching is the word of god. 

Historic Examples

The world scoffs at the idea of 
the return of Christ (Jude.18) 
and cannot recognise that all 
of history is moving in that 
direction. “All things continue 
as they were” is the argument 
we often hear from the world’s 
thinkers. they think that “god is 
not going to break into history and 
interrupt progress.” Peter cites 
old testament examples to prove 
that this is not the case (2Pet.3). 
he begins with the created world, 
then the flood. He indicates that 
the world is now reserved for 
fire, prepared for judgment. The 
Lord is not slow in keeping his 
promise. god will not be tardy 
when time comes. he will act 
and fulfil His word. He is delaying 
his judgment because he wants 
sinners to come to Christ and be 
saved from the coming wrath. he 
is patient with us, not wanting 
anyone to perish, but everyone to 
come to repentance. remember 
that he is not on our time-table 
(Psa.90:4). Jesus is waiting so 
that more sinners will repent and 
turn to him. we must live with the 
reality that time is short and that 
we have important work to do. 
be ready to meet Christ any time 
today, yet planning your course of 
service, as if he may not return 
for many years.
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A thief comes suddenly, when 
he is least expected (matt.24:43, 
Lk.12:39,1thess.5:2,rev.3:3,16-
18). when the world says peace 
and safety, judgment will fall 
(1thess.5:3). god’s people will 
not be caught unprepared when 
Christ comes. but the world 
will be surprised by his coming 
and the judgment that follows. 
we should not become lazy and 
complacent because of the delay. 
instead, we should live in eager 
expectation of his coming. what 
would you like to be doing when 
Christ returns?

Indian Church

it is disappointing that the 
light of Christ has not adequately 
transformed the indian church, 
even after twenty centuries of 
its presence in this country. the 
political system of our denomina-
tions kills initiative and individ-
ual energy, makes men denomi-
national tools, observing the dos 
and don’ts of religion, causing 
them to become worldly minded 
and useless.

People are being misled by 
pastors and teachers within the 
various denominations. they 
are being taught half-truths and 
outright lies. they are like frogs 
in tepid water, which is being 
heated. they are not aware of the 
threat to their lives. be sensitive 
to the Spirit.

our churches are full of gossip, 
simply because they are full of lost 
people. many of us are lost in the 
church. As Christians, we should 
be busy building other people up 
– not pulling them down. 

the sinful world will always 
challenge our faith. If we find 
some way daily to draw closer to 
god, we will be prepared to stand 
for truth under all circumstances. 
recognising that the earth is 
going to be burned up, we should 
put our confidence in what is 
lasting and eternal. we should 
not be bound to earth and its 
treasures. Are you striving to 
develop Christ-like character? 
finding a cure for the corruption 
in our hearts is our greatest need. 
our complacent attitude can have 
disastrous consequences. we are 
not what we are meant to be.

the recent suggestion that an 
indian becoming Christian is an 
anti-national act, is insulting to 
the millions of patriotic indi-
ans who trace their Christianity 
to more distant forebears. this 
is also an insult to the national 
leaders, freedom fighters, schol-
ars, scientists, military men, jour-
nalists and sports people of the 
Christian faith who brought glo-
ry to the country through their  
actions and sacrifices.

we are justly proud of the fact 
that Christianity in india is as old 
as Christianity anywhere else in 
the world. we claim our ancestry 
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to the fact that the apostle thom-
as began his missionary efforts in 
india when he landed in Kerala in 
AD 52. but the Christian popula-
tion in the country has only risen 
to 2.5% of the total population, 
during these 20 centuries. more-
over, this figure has remained 
stagnant during the past several 
decades despite the serious ef-
forts by several churches and 
evangelistic organisations. this 
situation needs serious consider-
ation and urgent remedial steps.

it is also worth considering 
what we did with those who 
accepted the Christian faith. even 
after hundreds of years after 
their existence in the churches, 
the Dalit Christians remain on the 
periphery of the community. there 
are instances of discrimination in 
seating during worship services, 
and in serving communion, in 
some churches. the Dalits are 
made to sit at the rear end and 
they are served communion after 
the high caste converts have 
received the communion. in some 
churches, voting systems and 
candidates for election to some 
posts are skilfully manoeuvred 
by the wealthy and clever high 
caste Christians. marriage 
relationships between high caste 
and Dalit Christians are rare. 
Dalits are buried in a separate 
section of the graveyard, in some 
churches. this sinful neglect of 
the lower castes continues even 

after they embraced Christianity, 
rejecting the caste system of their 
past. Caste governs the life of 
the Christians as much as it does 
the life of their earlier religion. 
how can the bridegroom come 
when his bride continues in such 
disarray? 

essentially, god has not been 
able to accomplish his plan yet, 
through his people fully. believers 
must be on guard. we are not 
looking for peace and hope in this 
world. we should be looking for 
the new heaven and the new earth 
that god creates and over which 
Christ will reign (rev.21:1). this 
blessed assurance helps us to 
keep ourselves clean and faithful 
in the work assigned to us.

today Jesus is building his 
kingdom. the delay in his coming 
means salvation for the believing 
Jews and gentiles. it is those who 
do not understand this truth of 
god’s programme that twist and 
mix up the Scriptures, ending 
up in confusion. we can keep 
ourselves from falling by growing 
and building ourselves up in the 
Lord (Jude.24-25). Peter wants 
us to have balanced lives: learn 
and live the word. “even so, come, 
Lord Jesus!”
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During one of my 
visits to Japan, my 
Japanese friend took 

me to the tokyo University for 
a performance of ‘messiah’ by 
a hundred voice choir. it was a 
delightful experience. messiah, 
composed by george fredrick 
handel, a german settled in 
Britain, has three parts. The first 
part begins with isaiah 40:1-6.

“Comfort, comfort, ye people 
says our god. Speak tenderly to 
Jerusalem and proclaim to her 
that her hard service has been 
completed, that her sin has been 
paid for, that she received from 
the Lord’s hand double portion 
for all her sins” (vv.1,2).

one of my favourite songs is, 
‘bridge over troubled water’, a 
song of comfort, composed and 
sung by Paul Simon and Arthur 
garfunkle. both are Jewish. the 
song goes like this, “when you 
are weary, feeling small; when 
tears are in your eyes and friends 
just cannot be found; when you 
are down and out, when you 
are on the street; when evening 
falls so hard, i will comfort you. 
when darkness comes and pain 
is all around, like a bridge over 

THE KING HAS COME
He has liberated us from the bondage of sin and fear,  

to live in Him and for Him.

FRANCIS SUNDERARAJ troubled water, i will lay me 
down.”

“Comfort, comfort my people.” 
these words in isaiah are 
directed to the israelites. they 
were conquered by the Assyrians 
and were in exile from their 
home. these words of comfort 
were not only directed to them 
but also to all of us. be comforted, 
be consoled, be reassured. why? 
the King has come.

 “Speak tenderly to Jerusalem. 
Proclaim to her.” the King has 
come. her struggles, anxiety, pain, 
tears, and waiting, are over. her 
sin has been fully and absolutely 
paid for. her penalty and her 
debts have been fully paid for. 
her iniquity is pardoned. our 
King has paid it fully. No more in 
bondage of sin and fear.

“Surely he took up our 
infirmities and carried our 
sorrows, yet we considered him 
stricken by god, smitten by him 
and afflicted. But He was pierced 
for our transgressions, he was 
crushed for our iniquities; the 
punishment that brought us peace 
was upon him, and by his wounds 
we are healed. we all, alike sheep, 
have gone astray, each of us has 
turned to his own way; and the 
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Lord has laid on him the iniquity 
of us all” (isa.53:4-6).

“he himself bore our sins in 
his body on the tree, so that we 
might die to sins and live for 
righteousness, by his wound you 
have been healed” (1Pet.2:24).

“in him we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness 
of sins, in accordance with the 
riches of god’s grace that he 
lavished on us with all wisdom 
and understanding” (eph.1:7,8). 

“he has rescued us from the do-
minion of darkness and brought 
us into the kingdom of the Son he 
loves, in whom we have redemp-
tion, the forgiveness of sins” 
(Col.1:13,14).

Charles wesley, the great hymn 
writer, put down his experience 
of transformation in Christ in one 
of his hymns:

“And can it be that i should 
gain, An interest in the Saviour’s 
blood?

Died he for me, who caused his 
pain—for me, who him to death 
pursued?

Amazing love! how can it be, 
that thou, my god, shouldst die 
for me?

Long my imprisoned spirit lay, 
fast bound in sin and nature’s 
night;

Thine eye diffused a quickening 
ray—I woke, the dungeon flamed 
with light;

My chains fell off, my heart 
was free, i rose, went forth, and 
followed thee.

My chains fell off, my heart 
was free, i rose, went forth, and 
followed thee.”

over the years, millions of 
people, in all ethnic groups, from 
various backgrounds and walks 
of life have testified: my chains 
fell of, my heart was free, i rose, 
went forth and followed Christ. 
Amazing love, how can it be? 
many of you can testify to this 
glorious fact: it happened to me 
too.

“A voice of one calling in the 
desert, ‘Prepare the way of 
the Lord’. make straight in the 
wilderness a highway for the 
Lord. every valley shall be raised 
up. every mountain and hill made 
low; the rough ground shall 
become level, the rugged place a 
plain” (isa.40:3,4).

The four gospels confirm the 
voice prophesied was that of John 
the baptist. the common practice 
of kings those days, before 
travelling into a new place, was 
to send a party ahead of them to 
make sure the roads are passable-
levelling out the road, removing 
the impediments for smooth 
travel.

the valley, the mountain and hill, 
the rough ground and the rugged 
place are symbolic picture.
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A.  Every Valley Shall Be Raised 
Up

the people who are humili-
ated, trampled down, oppressed, 
ill-treated, who consider them-
selves worthless, the broken 
hearts. they will be exalted be-
cause Christ has come. A believer 
in Christ shared: for forty years i 
lived with anger, low esteem, fear, 
hopelessness and depression. i 
suppressed the pain and the re-
ality of my childhood, filled with 
physical, emotional and sexual 
abuse. Due to this i found expres-
sions to destructive acts against 
myself and others. i failed mis-
erably. one day, in that terrible 
situation, i called out to god. he 
heard my cry and responded to 
me with love, mercy and grace. 
my Saviour has taken hold of me. 
i am now his treasured posses-
sion with a purpose in him. every 
valley shall be raised. whatever 
your situation may be, trust him. 
he will lift you up.

B. Every Mountain And Hill 
Made Low

they represent the one who 
exalts himself proudly and arro-
gantly. Pride is described as self-
righteous, boastfulness, superi-
ority – not quick to admit wrong 
– does not listen well.

“but he gives us more grace. 
that is why Scripture says: 
‘god opposes the proud but 

gives grace to the humble’” 
(Jas.4:6).

“All of you, clothe yourselves 
with humility toward one another, 
because god opposes the proud 
but gives grace to the humble” 
(1Pet.5:5b).

“to fear the Lord is to hate evil; 
i hate pride and arrogance, evil 
behaviour and perverse speech” 
(Prov.8:13).

“the Lord detests the proud in 
heart. be sure of this: they will 
not go unpunished” (Prov.16:5).

Pride is at the very top of the 
list of things god hates. “these 
six things doth the Lord hate: yea, 
seven are an abomination unto 
him: a proud look, a lying tongue, 
and hands that shed innocent 
blood, an heart that devises 
wicked imaginations, feet that 
be swift in running to mischief, 
a false witness that speaks lies, 
and he that sows discord among 
brethren” (Pro.6:16-19).

the bible says further, “for 
all that is in the world, the lust 
of the flesh, and the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life, is not 
of the father, but of the world” 
(1Jn.2:16).

C. The Rough Ground Level, 
The Rugged Places A Plain

there are people who live in 
crookedness, gossiping, cunning-
ness, deception, rage, in the web 
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of lies. we need the Saviour’s for-
giveness and cleansing. we need 
his help to set things right.

“And the glory of the Lord will 
be revealed, and the mankind 
together will see it. the mouth of 
the Lord has spoken” (isa.40:5).

Glory is defined as brightness, 
splendour, majesty, manifestation 
of god’s presence. in exodus 
33:19 moses requested god, 
“Please show me Your glory.” god 
responded, “i will make all my 
goodness pass before you.”

“The Word became flesh and 
made his dwelling among us. we 
have seen his glory, the glory of 
the only one who came from the 
father full of grace and truth” 
(Jn.1:14). the King has revealed 
his glory. when he met the urgent 
need by transforming water into 
wine at the wedding at Cana of 
galilee, he revealed his glory; 
when he healed the sick and gave 
sight to the blind, he revealed 
his glory; when he admonished 
the spiritually proud and the 
unjust, he revealed his glory; in 
his holiness, righteousness and 
justice, and redemptive love, he 
revealed his glory; through his 
confrontational and challenging 
teachings, he revealed his glory; 
by identifying with the poor, 
downtrodden and sinners, he 
revealed his glory; by refusing 
to condemn the tainted woman, 
and forgiving her, he revealed 

His glory; in His suffering and 
death on the cross on our behalf, 
he revealed his glory; in his 
resurrection and ascension, he 
revealed his glory. Through His 
creative acts and transforming 
power, He continues to reveal His 
glory.

How do we bring glory to God? 
The Bible’s short answer is: by 
growing more and more like Jesus 
Christ.

Jesus says the glory god gave 
him, he has given to us (Jn.17:22). 
when you and i live as his people, 
when we live in integrity, when we 
are accountable to him and others; 
when we live in righteousness 
and justice; when we reach out 
to the poor and needy; when we 
lead a person lovingly to him, we 
reveal his glory. when we forgive 
the unforgivable, when we love 
the unlovable, Christ is glorified.

Comfort one another as he has 
liberated us from the bondage of 
sin and fear, to live in him and for 
him; Christ has come to raise the 
valley and to make the mountain 
and hill low; to level the rough 
ground and the rugged place a 
plain; and he has come to make 
his glory revealed through his 
people.
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god has set eternity in 
the human heart and, as 
Augustine said, man will 

not have peace until he finds it in 
and with god. Jesus, frustrated 
by his rejection by the Jews, told 
them weeping, “You will not see 
me again until you say ‘blessed is 
he who comes in the name of the 
Lord’” (matt.23:39).

there are physical valleys, 
natural wonders that are too 
difficult, if not impossible, to 
cross. think of the grand Canyon. 
the idea in the image of the 
mountain is that god is so above 
every created thing, including us 
humans, that nothing and no one 
can reach him by any amount of 
effort. Now the idea in the image 
of the deep valley is that there is a 
big chasm between god and man 
that we cannot cross to have a 
relationship with god.

The most significant attributes 
of god are not him being all 
powerful (omnipotent), all 
knowing (omniscient) or all 

THE DISCIPLE AND A  
VALLEY TOO DEEP TO 

CROSS
There is only one Mediator between God and man, Jesus Christ.

IMANUEL G. CHRISTIAN present (omnipresent). these 
are the attributes of god usually 
attributed to him. but the most 
significant attribute of God, 
which we usually do not think 
of is his holiness. holiness is 
what sets him apart from every 
other created thing, including us 
humans. this creates a big chasm, 
the deepest valley between man 
and god. this separates man 
from god. god cannot be touched 
or tainted by anything that is less 
holy than he is.

the bible speaks of the original 
sin of the first couple and how sin 
entered humanity. but you do not 
have to go that far. if we honestly 
consider our own life, our own 
heart, we will realise there is so 
much filth. Out of our heart come 
evil thoughts: murder, adulteries, 
all kind of sexual immoralities, 
thefts, lying, slanders, and so on. 
of course, none of us is a murderer 
or a thief or even an adulterer  
(i assume that because you cared 
enough to read this article!). it is 
not the actual action that defiles 
us; it is the evil thought in our 
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heart that defiles us. Who among 
us can claim that he has never had 
a lustful thought, or never been 
angry enough to wish the other 
person were dead. god does not 
only evaluate our actions, but 
also our thoughts.

Another thing: our goodness 
or holiness or righteousness, 
whatever you may call it, is always 
comparative; in comparison to 
someone who is more immoral 
than us. We can always find 
someone who is seemingly 
living a less upright life than us. 
Compared to people like hitler, 
we all can feel better.

god does not see comparative 
sinfulness, but he recognises the 
very fact of sinfulness. there is a 
big chasm between god’s holiness 
and our perceived goodness. No 
human being can be as good as, 
as holy as god. without being as 
holy as god, man cannot cross 
that chasm and cannot come into 
a relationship with god.

our good works are not good 
enough to fill that chasm. Our 
best works are like filthy rags 
compared to god’s holiness. 
even living as hermits away from 
all the lures of the world, we 
cannot get away from our sinful 
nature; we take our sinful hearts 
wherever we go. many people 
are very religious and they do all 
kind of religious things to try to 
cross the chasm. but our religious 

activities themselves cannot take 
care of our problem of the heart.

Not only does this chasm of 
holiness between god and man 
separate us from god, but it also 
brings the judgment of god. holy 
god cannot tolerate uncleanness 
in his creation. god, no matter 
how much he may want to, 
cannot give blanket amnesty to 
all of mankind overlooking their 
sin. Even in our flawed justice 
system, it would not be possible 
to give blanket forgiveness to all 
criminals.

whether we realise it or not, 
there is no greater problem faced 
by humanity than the chasm 
between god and mankind and 
the resultant judgment. this is 
the valley too deep to cross and 
no one can solve this problem. No 
one, that is, no one except god! 
the love of god for humanity is 
not seen in providing blanket 
forgiveness, but providing a 
way to bridge that chasm. god 
loved humanity so much that he 
provided the way of forgiveness 
of sins through Jesus. Jesus, 
by dying on the cross, paid the 
penalty for the sin of all mankind. 
Now anyone who desires can use 
that bridge to cross that chasm 
and can come into a relationship 
with god.

but, again, this is not a complete 
amnesty to the whole of mankind. 
Sin entered mankind because of 
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man’s free choice. So, in the same 
way, forgiveness of sin is also only 
by man’s free choice. god does 
not force salvation on anybody. 
man must desire to receive it as 
a free gift. All someone has to do 
is to realise his own sinful nature, 
and believe from the bottom of his 
heart that Jesus took the penalty 
of his sin on the cross and receive 
the forgiveness and come into a 
relationship with the holy god.

This is how Christianity differs 
from all other religions. No 
other religion compares man’s 
sinfulness with god’s holiness. 
No other religion sees the need 
of salvation that man cannot 

meet himself. No other religion 
provides the way of forgiveness 
and coming into relation with 
a holy god. there is only one 
mediator between god and man, 
and that is Jesus Christ the god-
man who alone can bridge that 
chasm. Now anyone can cross 
that valley that otherwise is too 
deep to cross! but you must want 
to do it.

Imanuel G. Christian  
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i used to make it a point to 
make a paayasam for every 
birthday in the family. Since 

we are a large family, we have a 
birthday almost every month of 
the year and sometimes, two in a 
month.

Last month, as usual, i was 
making vermicelli paayasam. 
i heard a lot of noise within 
the vessel and wondered what 
it could be. Anyway, i was too 
busy trying to make the best 
and tastiest paayasam; i did not 
pay much attention. After i had 
finished, I thought of enquiring 
about the unusual sounds and 
noises, and ended up having an 
interesting conversation with the 
paayasam itself. 

for some time, everything was 
quiet, in spite of my repeated 
queries. finally, the vermicelli 
spoke up: “Now we have no 
problem or complaint. because 
all is well that ends well.”

i did not understand and hence 
insisted on an explanation. 
though they were reluctant to 
speak in the beginning, finally they 
agreed to share with me. The first 
to speak up was the vermicelli. 
She said: “Lily, to be very frank 

VERMICELLI PAAYASAM
We all have our own trials! Take courage. It is for good.

LILY ABRAHAM with you, i was very, very angry 
with you in the beginning.” i 
asked, why? “because you broke 
up my slender, tall, beautiful body 
so mercilessly into such small 
pieces. You don’t know how much 
it pains. i was crying out to you so 
loudly, and you didn’t even seem 
to care or listen. when the whole 
of me was broken, i thought, 
‘oh, it’s all over, this is the end.’ 
And then literally it was for me 
‘from the frying pan into the fire’. 
Do you know how much it hurt 
and burnt me when you started 
roasting me in that big kadaai of 
yours. the blisters are still visible. 
even my complexion changed 
from white to brown. i am sure 
i will never get back my original 
complexion. None of my friends 
will ever again recognise me. i am 
now completely out of shape and 
complexion. You, Lily, are so cruel. 
i thought you will be a little more 
loving and considerate. with that 
hope only i came with you from 
that shop. Ah, poor me! finally, i 
heaved a sigh of relief when you 
took me off that gas flame. Slowly, 
the temperature came down. but 
i could not stop crying, looking at 
my shape and size. the next shock 
treatment came when you threw 
me into that boiling milk. And you 
kept on stirring me, unsettling 
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me all the time, and heating. till 
then, though small in size, there 
was some shape for my body. 
but, as time went on, i lost all my 
hardness. i became like jelly; my 
erect body could not stand erect 
any more. the worst was when 
i saw the milk. She had not lost 
her colour. how could you be so 
partial? talking about her shape, 
if only she had some shape, could 
she have lost it! (Ah, Ah...).”

And then it was the milk’s turn. 
“Oh, such a figurewali! So now, 
where is your figure, vermicelli? 
it is not good to be proud. Pride 
comes before a fall. And don’t 
think that you are the only one 
who endured some pain to 
make this paayasam. Lily boiled 
me continuously for one hour, 
stirring me all the time. And can’t 
you see this brownish tinge on 
my body? it is the result of that 
continuous evaporation. the heat 
was terrible without any respite. 
And look at this sugar. She came 
in so late. She hardly had any 
hardship. She seems to be a pet 
of Lily, otherwise why this cruelty 
to us, and such soft treatment for 
sugar?”

Sugar could not contain herself 
any more. “how merciless and 
cruel you ladies can be – vermicelli 
and milk? Do you remember my 
beautiful crystal shape and my 
shining complexion? i’ve lost 
everything. No one can even see 

me. No one will know that i am 
here till they taste this paayasam. 
when will you realise that my 
plight is more terrible than any 
one of yours? Look at these nuts 
and raisins. they came in last, 
only after we were out of the fire. 
Lucky ones!”

“Stop this nonsense,” cried out 
nuts and raisins in unison. while 
you were on the flame, you didn’t 
see us in the other pan. when 
Lily was frying us in ghee, your 
maximum temperature was only 
110 degree centigrade, whereas 
we were heated at 250 degrees. So 
our shorter duration at a higher 
temperature was more terrible 
than yours. we both are full of 
blisters. Poor raisins, her body 
started bloating like a balloon. 
i got really scared and started 
screaming. but who cares? in our 
view, the only really lucky ones 
are these cardamoms. they did 
not have to undergo any heating.”

At this juncture, the cardamoms 
spoke up. “Yes, it’s true that we did 
not have to undergo any heating. 
but take a look at our tiny size. i 
am sure, you need a microscope 
to have even a glimpse of us. we 
were such good looking, well 
protected, shapely seeds. even 
the thought of all that pounding 
we underwent sends a shiver 
down our spine. Such continuous 
pounding without giving us even 
a second to rest. And passing 
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through that sieve! that is where 
i lost most of my protective 
covering. everything is lost. Lily, 
do you have an explanation, for 
all the unfairness, inequalities 
and cruelties?”

A minute of silence followed. 
then i asked: “how is it now? 
Are you happy now that you are 
all part of this tasty, nourishing, 
beautiful paayasam?” “of course, 
of course,” they chorused together. 
“Now we are happy.” “So, it was to 
this happy ending that i subjected 
you to those difficult treatments. 
when i broke up the vermicelli, 
fried her, boiled the milk and 
evaporated her, put the sugar in 
making her invisible, fried the 
nuts and raisins, and pounded the 
spices, my heart was with you. but 

it was all with one purpose, this 
paayasam. if i had left you as you 
were originally, this paayasam 
would never be made!” 

what about you and me, dear 
ones? what are your experiences 
today? may be you are passing 
through some afflictions which 
you are not even able to share with 
others. And you may be asking, 
“why only me?” we all have our 
own trials! Please take courage. if 
the master has allowed it, he has a 
purpose behind it. “weeping may 
endure for a night, but joy comes 
in the morning” (Psa.30:5b).

Lily Abraham  
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noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 
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william Carey’s first 
sermon was titled, 
“expect great things 

from god, attempt great things 
for god.” the title of my article is 
“believe in miracles and expect 
miracles.” Probably, both mean 
the same, but my emphasis is 
different. 

the greatest miracle of all times 
was at easter, when the Lord Jesus 
rose from the dead and conquered 
sin. the greatest miracle in a 
man’s life is when he accepts Jesus 
Christ as his personal Saviour 
and experiences new life. but it 
doesn’t stop there. the Lord Jesus 
promised us life here, an abundant 
life, a life full of miracles and joy. 
Yet, many Christians today do not 
experience this. their education, 
sophistication and cynicism 
prevent them in believing in 
miracles. most Christians do 
not really believe in miracles, 
especially in their own lives. it 
is thought of as something that 
happened only in biblical times 
and has no relevance today. Yet, 
miracles are happening all around 

BELIEVE IN MIRACLES AND 
EXPECT MIRACLES

Miracles are all around us, but we lift the umbrella of unbelief 
and miss experiencing them.

PETER S. C. POTHAN us and falling like gentle rain, but 
we lift the umbrella of unbelief 
and do not experience them.

i have experienced a lot of 
miracles in my life, both big and 
small, and i will relate a few here 
to encourage you to recognise 
similar ones in your life. when i 
was one year old, my mother was 
driving our car with my elder 
sister and me in the back; the 
brakes failed and we nearly went 
over the cliff. But God saved us 
and from that day onwards god 
has protected me from many 
accidents as he always had a plan 
for my life. my mother was so 
upset that she never drove again.

in 1948, we as a family were 
going by car from Nilgiris to 
Kannur, and as we went down the 
ghat road from ooty to Kozhikode, 
the left wheel sheared off. My 
father managed to control the car 
and we were saved. we waited on 
the road till he stopped a lorry for 
a lift to Kozhikode and brought 
back a car and a mechanic to take 
us down. Another miracle! 

when I first had my own 
encounter with the risen Christ 
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45 years ago, i awoke the next 
morning with a new joy in my 
heart. truly, the sky seemed bluer 
and the grass seemed greener. but 
then i got a shock. i remembered 
that some friends of mine in my 
workplace were coming that 
evening for a drink party to my 
house. i was a new believer and i 
knew i could not drink, but i was 
not strong enough to avoid it. So 
i asked god as my father to deal 
with it. when i went to work, the 
leading friend came and said, 
“Pothan, i am busy tonight, so can 
we postpone the party today?” 
So god worked in his own way. 
when, after two months, he again 
approached me, i said, “i don’t 
drink.” God works in different 
ways. he provides, he protects 
and he controls our lives.

Sometimes, god uses miracles 
through us to serve others. when 
i worked in gospel Literature 
Service in bombay, i used to buy 
books from our bookshop. one 
day i found there a small pocket 
rSv bible with footnotes, so i 
took it. the manager told me, 
“the invoice for that has not 
yet come; so we will charge you 
when it comes.” i used it to study 
my tAftee courses. then that 
Sunday, two of us led a young 
roman Catholic man to the Lord 
and god told me, “give him that 
bible.” “but Lord,” i argued, “i 
have never seen one like this,” 
but god insisted and so i gave it 

to him. Later, he shared how he 
enjoyed reading it in the local 
trains. incidentally, the bill for 
that bible never came; so god 
sent it for him through me. truly 
a miracle!

in 1999, god helped us to build 
a house. when we started it, we 
had just the land and 30% of the 
money required, but god provided 
gifts from friends and family and 
a loan. So, in November 1999 
we shifted into our own house. 
then suddenly in 2001, tAftee 
retired me as per their rules 
when i became 61 years, though 
they had promised to keep me till 
i was 65. So, here i was without a 
job and no means of income when 
i had a big loan for my house 
which had four more years to go. 
A frightening situation! i believe 
in romans 8:28; so i thanked god 
and asked him to deal with it and 
he did. i shared it for prayer in a 
tAftee class i was leading and 
the next day one student phoned 
and told me, “god has asked me 
to pay your loan for the next six 
months. tell me the amount.” i 
said, “Nothing doing”, as i never 
take anything from anybody; but 
the student insisted it was god’s 
command; so I finally agreed. 
then god provided jobs for me to 
teach in various bible colleges and 
seminaries and i never lost a loan 
payment till the final payment in 
January 2006. god is great!



37Light of Life November 2018

A couple in America, who had 
attended a bible study i took for 
some years in the indian institute 
of Science, were praying one day 
and god said “Send a gift to Peter 
Pothan.” they didn’t know my 
address; so they sent it to their 
professor in iiSc, who sent it on to 
me. this helped to pay the house 
loan.

in 1998, i went to photocopy 
some papers before going to my 
office. When I reached my office, 
I discovered that the file with 
all the papers of my house was 
missing from my bag. So, praying 
hard, i rushed back all the way 
looking for it. but the photocopier 
didn’t have it. As i looked for it on 

the road outside, a man asked me 
what i was doing. then he said 
he had given the file to the office 
outside which i had dropped it. So 
went into the office and recovered 
it. I returned to my office praising 
god the whole way.

i am relating these not to boast 
or praise myself, but to give 
thanks to god for his miracles 
in my life. i trust it will also help 
you to see similar miracles in 
yours.

Peter S C. Pothan  
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the economic condition of 
the Christian community 
has been steadily 

improving. it is an aspiring 
community. education has been a 
preferred route to improving their 
lot. till recently, business was 
a taboo, but the pre-millennials 
(those born during 1990-2000) 
have taken to it enthusiastically 
and many of them are successful. 
for the millennials (born after 
2000) the world is their stage. 
to get a feel of the prosperity 
of Christians, one just needs 
to lift up their eyes and survey 
the car parking area of any city 
church and you will find best cars 
parked bumper to bumper and 
overflowing into the streets.

god has richly blessed his 
people. Now is the time to stay 
faithful to the Lord by making 
sure we are not sucked into the 
love of mammon, and then asking 
how we may use the financial 
blessings for exerting godly 
influence on our nation. 

modern society sees life through 
the lens of money. everything 
is estimated and evaluated in 
terms of rupees and dollars. 

MASTER YOUR MONEY OR 
IT WILL ENSLAVE YOU

The best way to master money is to give generously.

SAMSON GANDHI if iims and iits are our best 
educational institutions, then 
their graduates are reduced to an 
annual salary package. You rarely 
see any advanced innovations 
or technological break-throughs 
for improving the lot of the poor 
reported and appreciated. on the 
contrary, most of the iim graduates 
actually end up at investment 
companies whose sole aim is to 
maximise the wealth of the rich. 
No wonder, the rich are becoming 
richer and the poor are staying 
poor, if not becoming poorer. 
Likewise, it is not the message 
of the cinema, but the box office 
collections in terms of hundreds 
of crores that determines the 
success of a movie. the actors too 
estimate their success in terms 
of their financial earnings, and 
forbes annual lists of the rich 
makes it official. Impressionable 
minds and the parents of aspiring 
young buy into this philosophy 
and before you know it, our soul 
is sold to making of money.

the bible is clear that money 
in itself is not wrong but it is the 
love of money that is the root of 
all evil (1tim.6:10). Knowing the 
power of money over our lives, 
Jesus taught about money and it 
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was the second most important 
subject next only to the kingdom 
of god. through the parable of 
talents (matt.25:14-30), Jesus 
showed how we must be faithful 
stewards of god-given money; 
through the life of the rich 
young ruler (mk.10:17-22), he 
showed us how if our heart is not 
captivated by god and ruled by 
him, we will be prisoners of our 
wealth. through the life of the 
rich man and the beggar Lazarus 
(Lk.16:19-31), Jesus showed how 
important it is to practise charity 
towards poor.

Let us look at three attitudes 
that help us to hold our money 
lightly and prevent it from hav-
ing a hold on us. one, always re-
member that god owns every-
thing we have (Psa.24:1): cash, 
jewellery, houses, cars, plots, etc. 
therefore, we must use all that 
we possess according to his di-
rections in and for his kingdom. 
two, god has promised to sup-
ply our needs both present and 
future (matt.6:33). So, we need 
not be overly anxious and hoard 
wealth. Saving for a rainy day is 
wise, but not for ‘sunny’ days as 
well. it could lead to amassing of 
wealth. thirdly, remember god 
promises those who give gener-
ously (2Cor.9:6-8). when our 
heart is set in the right direction, 
our steps are well-ordered. Let us 
consider a few principles for fi-
nancial freedom in the family. 

Principle #1. Pay an honest tithe. 
ideally begin with ten percent, 
but keep increasing as the Lord 
blesses you more and more 
(mal.3:10). when we give, the 
Lord gives more. he gives us more 
not to become richer, but that we 
may give even more (Lk.6:38). be 
generous towards the poor and 
simple towards the rich.

Principle #2. Parents must 
provide for the children and 
leave an inheritance, as the Lord 
provides (Pro.19:14). therefore, 
a long term financial planning is 
essential. Spending must neither 
be lavish nor too sacrificial, but 
careful.

Principle #3. make a well 
thought-through budget and stay 
within the budget. this will ensure 
the family does not make impul-
sive purchases throwing finances 
out of control. Such a practice 
teaches discipline and also facili-
tates good discussion on money 
which is an important part of our 
life. read Luke 14:27-30.

Principle #4. father, mother 
and children must be transparent 
in all financial transactions. this 
applies not only in matters of 
spending, but also all incomes. 
when children know what is 
going on, they are happy to 
wait for the item of their wish 
list. when everyone is honest 
in financial matters, the Devil 
cannot do much damage.
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Principle #5. resolve to stay 
debt-free. A loan for a house is 
fine if you can repay the EMI for 
it regularly. but buying things in 
a rush, and which are not very 
essential just because they are 
offered on a so called ‘discount’ 
and especially when you don’t 
have money, is unwise. it is foolish 
to avail ten percent discount on 
purchases by paying twenty four 
percent interest on personal 
loans. A better plan would be to 
save and buy.

Principle#6. research all your 
major purchases. Do not buy 
the latest products when they 
are introduced. they are usually 
very highly priced. buy during 
off-season, especially seasonal 
products like air-conditioners 
and air coolers. Compare prices 
on the net and in showrooms and 
choose the best option. 

Principle #7. make wise invest-
ments. For milestone financial 
needs of children like higher stud-
ies and marriages, it is important 
to systematically save and invest 
wisely. outside of it, invest with 
the sole purpose of building the 
kingdom of god. if you are trained 
for it, then stocks are a good op-
tion. Do not speculate, but cease 
opportunities, when available.

our carnal nature and the 
world will make us covetous, if 
we are not careful. when we are 
captivated by Christ, “the things 

of the world will strangely grow 
dim.”  when the love of god rules 
our heart, we are contented. we 
know that “contentment is a 
continuous feast.” but the bible 
says, “godliness with contentment 
is great gain” (1tim.6:6). Let us 
not chase money. if our ways are 
pleasing to the Lord, he gives us 
riches and does not add trouble 
(Prov.10:22).

the best way to master money 
is to give generously. Allow me 
to share a personal experience. i 
took up my first job in 1983, got 
married in 1986. we had three 
children by the year 1992. we 
saw that god was blessing us with 
steady increases in salary and we 
were continuing to give our tithes 
and offerings. But our tithes were 
the same percentage of our sala-
ries all through. the percentage 
was not increasing. maybe, our 
savings were increasing and stan-
dard of living was growing. but we 
saw people who reined in their 
standard of living without getting 
pressurised to live in larger houses 
or buying bigger cars, and giving 
sacrificially to God. They inspired 
us to do likewise. we still feel we 
are not doing enough.
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tradition says that Peter 
died by crucifixion, but 
that he asked to be hung 

upside down, because he didn’t 
consider himself worthy to be 
crucified like Jesus. I’m not sure 
if this is an absolute fact, but 
it is hinted in history. there is 
something that i like about this 
story, and especially in the context 
of who Peter was before. 

when Jesus was on this earth, 
Peter was sure that he could 
follow Jesus everywhere. he 
wanted to keep up with Jesus. but 
at the end of his life, Peter wanted 
to ensure that a very clear line 
separated him from his Lord. 
remember the initial call of Jesus 
to him, and how he responded, 
“Go away from me Lord, for I am a 
sinful man.” here again, at the end 
of his life, his desire to be crucified 
upside down so that he was not 
compared to His Master, reflects 
that same utter unworthiness to 
be connected with Christ.

i am sure that Peter did not 
say this because he lived in sin 
all along! When Peter first met 
Jesus, he was probably a very 

THE MAKING OF PETER 
THE DISCIPLE

EPILOGUE: DISCIPLES DIE ON A HIGH NOTE

SANDEEP POONEN sinful man, because he wasn’t 
close to god. but now, decades 
after Peter had been filled with 
the holy Spirit and walked with 
god, he was much closer to god. 
this was also not false humility 
and pious language. As Peter 
approached the throne, his own 
broken righteousness stood in 
stark contrast to the pure light of 
Jesus’ righteousness.

Peter’s objection to be likened 
to his master was now spoken 
from the heart of a mature 
disciple who had walked closely 
after the Lord. Years after trying 
to walk in his master’s footsteps, 
he was convinced more than 
ever that Jesus deserved a pre-
eminent place above all else. 
So even when pressed with the 
reality of dying, he was now so 
filled with the Holy Spirit that he 
only longed to glorify Jesus, and 
remove all similarity between his 
own martyrdom and the exalted 
glorious death of Jesus.

there is hope, even if we are 
still stuck in an earlier point of 
our own walk as disciples of 
Jesus. Let us continue to follow 
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after Jesus, not losing hope. this 
god we worship is the one who 
took a sinful, poorly-educated 
fisherman and changed him little 
by little into a mighty apostle for 
Jesus, and who eventually laid 
down his life in utter humility. 
this is the god who promises to 

make us mature disciples too!
hallelujah!
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LION AND THE BEAR

FELIX FERNANDES

David,	when	a	lad,	did	the	father’s	bidding,
Took	up	the	job,	with	a	heart	that	was	willing.
While	his	brothers,	were	soldiers	to	the	king,	
He	looked	after	the	sheep,	content	in	the	ring.	

One	day,	came	a	lion,	wanting	to	tear,
The	sheep	that	was	in	David’s	care.

He saved the sheep, from being devoured,
His first victory, he did savour. 

Yet another time, there came a bear,
David	decided,	he	will	not	spare.
Once	again	boldly,	he	dared	to	fight,
Knowing	the	Lord,	was	his	might.

Little	did	he	know,	the	Chief	Shepherd’s	plan,	
Was to fight Goliath, while the soldiers ran. 
Victory	at	work	place,	rewards	motivated,

A zeal for God’s name that detonated.  

David	was	not	cowed,	by	the	brother’s	contempt,
With a staff and few stones, he seemed content.

He	walked	by	faith	and	not	by	sight,
He	trusted	the	Lord,	to	set	the	enemy’s	plight.		

David	killed	Goliath	with	a	sling	and	a	stone,
Cut off his head, standing on his bone.

The previous victory with others he shared,
How God delivered him, from the lion and the bear. 
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Clues Across:

1.  “Pharaoh’s army had marched out 
of egypt, and when the …………. who 
were besieging Jerusalem heard the 
report about them, they withdrew from 
Jerusalem.” (ch       v           )

6.  “But if you will not ………… to the officers 
of the king of babylon, this city will be 
handed over to the babylonians and they 
will burn it down:” (ch       v           )

8.  “i will completely destroy them and make 
them an object of of horror and scorn, 
and an ……………. ruin.” (ch       v           )

10. “‘i have not sent them,’ declares the Lord. 
‘ they are prophesying lies …. my name.’” 
(ch       v           )

11. “from them will come songs of 
thanksgiving and the sound of rejoicing. 
i will add to their ………., and they will not 
be decreased.” (ch       v           )

12. “this is what the Lord says concerning 
you. You will not …. by sword”  
(ch       v           )

13. “this is what the Lord says: “restrain your 
voice from weeping and your ….. from 
tears, for your work will be rewarded,”  
(word used in singular) (ch       v           )

16. “So why have you not …………. Jeremiah 

CROSSWORD 56
Jeremiah 25-39

New International Version (IBS) or Zondervan 

Send in your answers with bible references by e-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, to 
reach Light of Life, Post box 4576, 21-YmCA road, mumbai Central, mumbai 400008, not later 
than November 5, 2018. Please indicate your name, address and Light of Life Subscription 
Number while sending the answers. 
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from Anathoth, who poses as a prophet 
among you?” (ch       v           )

Clues Down:

1. “the army of the king of babylon was 
then ……… Jerusalem, and Jeremiah the 
prophet was confined in the courtyard 
of the guard in the royal palace of Judah.” 
(ch       v           )

2. “they will not be mourned or gathered 
up or ……., but will be like refuse lying on 
the ground.” (ch       v           )

3. “this man should be sentenced to death 
because he has prophesied against this 
city. You have heard it with  your ….. ears” 
(ch       v           )

4. “‘i will surely save you out of a distant 
place, your descendants from the land 
of their exile, Jacob will again have peace 
and security, and no one make him …..’” 
(ch       v           )

5. “there at riblah the king of babylon 
…………. the sons of Zedekiah before 
his eyes and also killed all the nobles of 
Judah” (ch       v           )

7. “have you not noticed that these people 
are saying, ‘the Lord has rejected the 
two kingdoms he chose’? So they …… my 
people and no longer regard them as a 
nation.” (ch       v      )



48Light of Life November 2018

Thelma	Roberts,	Hyderabad,	Tel.
Krishnabai Charles, Tiruchirapalli, TN
G. Susan Abraham, Hyderabad, Tel.
Nirmala Butt, Hyderabad, Tel.
Ivor	Valentine,	Mumbai,	Mah.
Sumathi	Dorcas	Maigur,	Yadgiri,	Kar.
Dolly	Sinha	Roy,	Vadodara,	Guj.
Regina	L.	Victor,	Ponda,	Goa
M.	Edwin,	Coimbatore,	TN
Daisy	T.	Michael,	Coimbatore,	TN
Sarita	Amanna,	Ambernath,	Mah.
M.	Ratna	Prabhu,	Ahmedabad,	Guj.
Portia	Syiemiong,	Shillong,	Megh.
Margaret	John,	Thane,	Mah.
Sushila	Muller,	Coimbatore,	TN
S.	V.	Rani,	Bengaluru,	Kar.
M.	G.	Andrews,	Thane,	Mah.
Sushila	Baily,	Mumbai,	Mah.
T.	Rajkumari	Devaraju,	Hubli,	Kar.
I.	Devanayagam,	Tirunelveli,	TN
K.	Rajarathinam,	Madurai,	TN
Dorakannan,	Kolar,	Kar.

9. “i will lead them beside streams of 
water on a …… path where they will not 
stumble,” (ch      v    )

12. “i signed and sealed the ……, had it 
witnessed and weighed out the silver on 
the scales,” (ch       v           )

14. “take another scroll and write on it all 
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19.	overflowing	(66:11)
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the words that were on the first scroll, 
which Jehoiakim king of Judah burned …” 
(ch        v      )

15. “‘Listen i …going to bring on Judah and 
on every one living in Jerusalem every 
disaster i pronounced against them.’”  
( ch        v        )

Answers to Crossword 54 (Isaiah 56 to 66) 
Down:
1.	injustice	(58:6)
2.	Heights	(58:14)
3.	Reed	(58:5)
4.	To	(62:11)
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6.	Everlasting	(60:19)
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10.	Me	(56:3)
12.	too	(59:1)
13.	Angel	(63:9)
14.	Mud	(57:20)
17	die	(66:24)
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it fell just a few minutes short 
of midnight on November 9, 
1989. At the bornholmer 

Strasse crossing point, east 
germany's border guards faced 
a huge and increasingly angry 
20,000-strong crowd of east 
berliners chanting, "open the 
gate." the guards feared for their 
lives.

After trying to contact his 
superior, but getting no response, 
the officer in charge finally 
succumbed and ordered that the 
barriers be flung open. "We're 
opening the floodgates now," 
he announced. A human tide of 
east berliners poured into west 
berlin.

within the hour, all seven of the 
wall's crossing points had been 
thrown open and a giant party 
was in full swing on the streets 
of west berlin. the collapse 
of communism in europe had 
begun.

A Breech?

in the month of September 
2018 the unexpected happened. 
the rSS invited leaders from all 
major political parties, including 

WORD AND 
THE WORLD

W
OR

D AND THE WORLD

CYRIL GEORGESON

THE WALL
opposition parties, to a three 
day conclave in Delhi titled 
‘bhavishyaka bharat - An rSS 
Perspective’. they also invited 
many intellectuals and journalists 
who were openly critical of the 
Sangh. these meetings were 
addressed by mohan bhagwat, 
the rSS chief, who commands 
much respect from within the 
rank and file of the RSS cadres.

why are these speeches 
comparable with the fall of the 
berlin wall? well, let’s look at 
some of the things that he said. 
“hindu rashtra does not mean 
it has no place for muslims. the 
day it is said that muslims are 
unwanted here, the concept of 
hindutva will cease to exist.” he 
went further and said that he 
would respect the sentiments of 
those who wished to be called 
‘bharatiya’ instead of ‘hindu’. 
“the image of bharat is that we 
accept and welcome diversity… 
global dharma was nurtured 
here. bharat is the trustee of all 
this knowledge, and has given it 
to the world from time to time.” 
This is a significant shift. Contrast 
this with a question put to a 
senior rSS leader some 35 or so 
years ago: “why were muslims 
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and Christians not allowed to join 
rSS?” that leader responded with 
a counter-question – “Do girls 
schools admit boys?” “the rSS’s 
mission is to unite hindus. where 
is the question of inviting those 
who are not hindus – by religion 
or culture or whatever?” Looking 
at then and now, we can surely 
see one change – an inclusiveness 
that was not there earlier.

moving to the aspect of the re-
lationship of rSS with the consti-
tution he said, “the indian Con-
stitution is the consensus of the 
country.” “we respect all symbols 
of freedom, and the Constitution 
is also one such symbol.” he read 
out the preamble to underline the 
rSS’s commitment to the Consti-
tution despite the words ‘social-
ist’ and ‘secular’ being included. 
this coming from a group that 
opposed the national flag and the 
constitution in earlier days!

he also said that they did not 
align with any specific political 
party. “we never ask a swayam-
sevak (volunteer) to work for a 
particular party, we do ask them 
to back those working in national 
interest. rSS keeps away from 
politics but has views on issues of 
national interest.” beyond this he 
also praised the Congress party, 
“in the form of the Congress, a 
huge freedom movement fledged 
in the nation. it too gave birth to 
a number of all-sacrificing great 

personalities who continue to 
inspire us today. that movement 
managed to inspire ordinary peo-
ple to join the freedom struggle. 
it had a huge hand in us achieving 
Independence.” This is definitely 
contrary to the current perspec-
tive that the rSS is the promoter 
of only one political party.

the rSS, a purely male bastion, 
he said, planned to give women 
‘samaanaurswatantrata’ – ‘equal-
ity and independence’.

Yes, it’s too early and too little to 
conclude that this is comparable 
to the fall of the berlin wall. the 
Sangh still has many constituents 
who are openly hostile to 
minorities and Dalits. Yet, at the 
same time, this may be the answer 
to the prayer of many saints.

The Bridge

it is easy to ascribe motives for 
this outreach to the minorities 
who feel side-lined or hitherto 
overlooked women. but as 
Christians we need to not live 
with a suspicious and conspiracy-
seeking mindset, though we are 
encouraged to be wise.

we now have an opportunity to 
reach out to the rSS cadres and 
encourage this line of thought, 
as well as engage with them and 
show them that we are also intent 
on building bridges and nurturing 
relationships with them. this 
gives us an unprecedented 
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opportunity to show them the 
love of Christ and our love for the 
truth.

of course, it will not be easy 
since there are a couple of imme-
diate challenges. the most daunt-
ing is to see how the rSS chief’s 
perspective filters down to the 
rank-and-file in the organisation. 
our engagement with them, even 
quoting mohan bhagwat when 
necessary, may actually help in 
this process. 

the rSS Supremo also said 
that he was ready to accept the 
proposition that ‘all religions 
were equal’. Now, the scripture is 
clear that at this point we do not 
share the same perspective. the 
bible clearly says, “there is no 
other name given under heaven 
by which men may be saved, 
except the name of Jesus.” while 
we are going about the task of 
building bridges we should also 
steadfastly hold on to the truth.

Doing this will not be easy – but 
not altogether difficult. Will we be 
willing to go back to the drawing 
board as disciples and see how we 
can be culturally indian in a living 
relationship with the truth? this 

may mean examining ourselves 
to see how much of western 
(not Christian) culture has been 
weaved into our faith practice. 
the Sangh has been suspicious of 
the church because they think of 
Christianity as a western import. 
we unfortunately have, and are 
doing much, to cement that belief. 
we should encourage the growth 
of indian expressions of our faith 
in Jesus Christ and not ape the 
west, especially in the aspects of 
dress, festivities, community and 
church.

this enterprise we need to 
engage in will require us to ‘speak 
the truth in love’ – both to our 
fellow-citizens as well as to our 
kindred in Christ. may the holy 
Spirit move amongst us to have 
the courage and grace to earnestly 
seek to love the Lord with all our 
hearts and to love our neighbour. 
If there be any offence, let it only 
be the cross of Christ, in which we 
glory.

Cyril Georgeson  
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for in this hope we were 
saved. but hope that is 
seen is no hope at all. 

who hopes for what they already 
have? but if we hope for what we 
do not yet have, we wait for it 
patiently” (rom.8:24,25).

“if for this life only we have 
hoped in Christ, we are of all men 
most to be pitied” (1Cor.15:19).

“This fills us with a living 
hope, and so we look forward 
to possessing the rich blessings 
that god keeps for his people” 
(1Pet.1:3-4).

ellen musk is a charismatic 
entrepreneur. there would be 
hardly anybody in the business 
world who has not heard about 
him or the company he started. 
he started tesla in 2003 and 
since then lenders and investors 
have pumped in nearly 15 billion 
dollars into his company. And 
what have they got in return – 
precious little! Share certificates 
but no dividends, collaterals but 
no interest actually paid back.

Such is the confidence in the 
man and his dream, that they say 

NOTES ALONG 
THE JOURNEY

THE TESLA DREAM

OBY CHERIAN people will be willing to invest 
in a similar manner for many 
more years to come. the hope is 
that tesla has got a future and 
when it starts turning up and its 
ideas take the world by storm the 
people who put their money in 
will be more than compensated 
by the payback in terms of stock 
value and ultimately healthy 
dividends. on the other hand, 
if the company goes broke then 
the lenders will get some money 
back by selling off its assets but 
if you invest then you are left 
with share certificates that will 
be worth nothing. if you are an 
investor you become part owners 
of the company; if the company 
goes broke so do you.

we, as Christians, are all in god’s 
big business with assets that we 
have – time, talents, etc. how 
much does his business get? Are 
we lenders who have a safety net 
of some sort or are we investors 
who have sunk our assets into 
the company, so that its future 
becomes our own? what is our 
confidence level?

if you are just a lender to 
the kingdom of god you can 
expect some payback – earthly 

“
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recognition, applause, gratitude. 
but if you are an investor – 
the kingdom of god is in you 
(Lk.17:21) – and you become part 
of the company for good or bad, 
in sickness and in health.
Are we lenders or investors?

once i met a great man of 
god from Africa. he was a well-
recognised professor of organic 
chemistry with two PhDs from 
Uganda and britain. he went 
on to do mighty things for the 
Lord through his mission work 
throughout the world. his name is 
Zacharias. t.  fomum. it’s almost 
ten years now since he has gone 
to be with the Lord. here is how 
he invested his time. he spent 
between 15 minutes and six hours 
daily alone with god in what he 
called Daily Dynamic encounters 
with god (DDewg).

i remember the time i met him, 
he shared with some of us about 
his life. “the Lord told me not 
just to tithe, but to give 30% of 
our earnings away. then he told 
me to give 40% away and so, my 
dear wife and i did.” i am glad 
he mentioned his wife because 

without their cooperation it’s not 
possible. how many of the sisters 
will be willing?

“then the Lord told us to give 
away 50%.” on he went, until he 
was at that time giving away 80% 
of what he earned to the Lord. 
Later on i read that at the time 
of his death they were investing 
92.5% of all their earnings into 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. the 
article said that it was his aim to 
finally give to the Lord 99% of 
what they earned.

in Zacharias fomum, Jesus 
found an investor whose hope 
and confidence in Him knew no 
bounds. what about us?

he said, “i tell you that this poor 
widow put in more than all the 
others. For the others offered 
their gifts from what they had 
to spare of their riches; but she, 
poor as she is, gave all she had to 
live on” (Lk.21:3,4).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a consultant urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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Don’t Waste Their Mistakes... Learn From Them

THE PRIEST WHO DID NOT KNOW 
THE LORD

CHARACTER 
STUDY

 VIJAY THANGIAH

CHARACTER:  
Phinehas

MEANING:   
‘oracle’, ‘mouth of 
brass’

PRONUNCIATION: 
fin’-e-as, -az,  
fin’-e-has, -haz 

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
1	Samuel	2:12-17,	 
34-36; 4:1-11

MAIN LESSON

1. Phinehas did not know the Lord even though he was 
a priest. The	sons	of	Eli	“knew	not	the	Lord”	(1Sam.2:12).	
They	are	 referred	 to	as	 ‘sons	of	Belial’	 (1Sam.2:12).	The	

BACKGROUND 

The first book	of	Samuel describes Phinehas as the officiating 
priest at the sanctuary of Shiloh at the time of Hannah. According 
to Josephus,	Phinehas	officiated	as	high	priest	because	Eli	had	
resigned as high priest at Shiloh because of his advanced age. 

In	 the	 biblical	 narrative,	Hophni	 and	Phinehas	 are	 criticised	 for	 engaging	
in illicit behaviour, such as appropriating the best portion of sacrifices 
for themselves, and having sexual	 relations with the sanctuary’s serving 
women. They are described as ‘sons of Belial’	(1Sam.2:12 KJV),	‘corrupt’	
in the NKJV, or ‘scoundrels’ in the NIV.	Their	misdeeds	provoked	the	wrath	
of	Yahweh	and	led	to	a	divine	curse	being	put	on	the	house	of	Eli,	and	they	
subsequently	both	died	on	the	same	day,	when	Israel	was	defeated	by	the	
Philistines at the Battle of Aphek near Eben-ezer; the news of this defeat 
then	led	to	Eli’s	death	(1Sam.4:17-18).	On	hearing	of	the	deaths	of	Eli	and	
Phinehas, and of the capture of the ark, Phinehas’ wife gave birth to a son 
that she named Ichabod,	and	then	she	herself	died	(1Sam.4:19-22).	
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word Belial	 basically	means	 ‘wickedness’	 or	 ‘worthlessness’,	 or	 ‘without	
moral value’.

To be called a ‘son’ of something referred to one’s nature, the inner 
disposition.	So	they	were	not	mostly	good	kids	who	occasionally got into 
trouble; but they were rotten to the core!

When	the	Bible	says,	they	didn’t	know	God,	it	means	that	they	lived	without	
any reference to Him.

It	is	possible	to	have	heard	of	God,	have	a	knowledge	of	God,	even	serve	
God,	but	yet	not	know	God!

2. Phinehas held a religious office but had no heart for God. This is 
the danger of professional priests; men who choose the pastorate as an 
occupation, but aren’t called or gifted by God.

It	 is	 easy	 for	 the	 uncalled	 to	 secure	 a	 job	 as	 a	 pastor.	 All	 they	 have	 to	
do is go to seminary, get a degree, and apply at a local church. Because 
they aren’t equipped by the Spirit, they do the job with worldly tools and 
programmes.	 It	may	 appear	 polished	 and	 professional,	 but	 if	 there	 is	 no	
heart	for	God,	there	is	no	heart	for	people.	They	only	look	at	opportunities	
for growth for themselves.

3. Phinehas had a bad reputation. For the priests to obtain their rightful 
portions of the sacrifices, it was customary at the tabernacle at Shiloh for 
the	priest’s	servant	to	thrust	a	large	fork	into	the	pot	in	which	the	sacrificial	
animal	was	cooking	and	to	give	the	priest	whatever	portion of boiled meat 
the	 fork	 happened	 to	 bring	 up	 (1Sam.2:13-14).	 However,	 the	 sons	 of	 Eli	
wanted roasted meat instead of boiled meat; so Hophni and Phinehas 
compelled	the	priest’s	servant	to	extort	the	best	portions	of	meat	from	the	
person presenting the sacrifice before the fat was burned and before the 
meat	was	boiled	(1Sam.2:15-16).

According	to	the	law	of	Moses,	the	fat	was	not	to	be	eaten,	but	was	to	be	
burned	as	the	Lord’s	portion	of	the	sacrifice.	If	the	one	who	was	presenting	
the sacrifice refused to hand over the desired portions of meat before the fat 
was	burned,	the	sons	of	Eli	compelled	the	priest’s	servant	to	take	the	meat	
by	force	(1Sam.2:16).	

They	 took	what	 belonged	 to	God.	 They	wanted	 the	best	 for	 themselves.	
They did not serve God, but served themselves.

4. Phinehas was guilty of sexual immorality. In	 addition	 to	 extortion,	
the	sons	of	Eli	were	also	guilty	of	sexual	immorality	with	the	women	who	
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gathered	at	the	entrance	to	the	tabernacle	(1Sam.2:22).	Naturally,	the	Lord	
was	very	displeased	with	this	sinful	behaviour	(1Sam.2:17).

The institutional church today is plagued with immorality issues among the 
leadership.	If	the	Lord	was	displeased	then,	He	is	displeased	now	as	well.	

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. How did Phinehas waste the opportunity to achieve great 
things	in	his	life?

2.	 How	is	it	possible	for	a	person	who	has	studied	in	a	seminary	
to	still	not	know	God?

3.	 What	are	some	of	the	practical	things	we	can	do	to	make	sure	that	our	
heart	is	right	with	God?

APPLICATION QUESTIONS

Why	did	God	punish	Phinehas?	If	He	punished	a	priest,	will	
He	excuse	a	layman?

What	are	some	of	the	ways	today	that	a	person	‘takes	the	
choicest	meat’	for	themselves?

How should we respond today to corruption and immorality 
in	church?

MEMORY VERSE

John 3:3,9-10. Jesus	 replied,	 “Very	 truly	 I	 tell	 you,	 no	
one	 can	 see	 the	 kingdom	 of	 God	 unless	 they	 are	 born	
again….”	“How	can	this	be?”	Nicodemus	asked.	“You	are	
Israel’s	teacher,”	said	Jesus,	“and	do	you	not	understand	
these	things?	

PRAYER 

Dear	 Lord, help	me	 not	 to	 just	 know	 about	 You	 in	my	 head	
knowledge,	but	to	know	You	in	my	heart	and	life.	Amen.

Vijay Thangiah 
 is a Bible teacher and the former 

National Executive Director of 
India Youth For Christ.
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After two days of just lying 
there in pain, some workers 
found her and put her on a 
makeshift cot and loaded her 
into their jeep and drove 150 
miles over deep rutted roads 
to find a doctor who could 
set the broken bones. But the 
very bumpy ride damaged 
her bones so badly that her 
hip never completely healed. 
He says, “I visited my mother 
in her mud-covered hut 
several weeks after all of this 
happened. I watched as she 
took two bamboo crutches 
that she had made herself, 
and moved from one place 
to another with her feet just 
dragging behind because 
she had lost all feeling in 
them.” He says, “At age 75, 
with a broken hip, unable 
to stand on her own two 
legs, I thought that I made a 
pretty intelligent suggestion. 
I suggested that she retire.” 
He says, “She turned around 
and looked at me and said, 
‘What value is that? If we try 
to preserve this body just a 
few more years and it is not 
being used for God, of what 
value is that?’ So she kept on 
working. She kept on riding 
her donkey to villages until 
she was 93 years old... And 
she continued to tell people 
about Jesus Christ until she 
died at age 95.”

5. Caleb experienced what God 
had promised!

 He climbed the mountains 
and he defeated the giants 
– he claimed his possession. 
The name of the place Caleb 
inherited used to be called 
Kirjatharba (city of the four 
giants). Now it was named 
Hebron (seat of association 
or fellowship). Caleb refused 
to quit until he had obtained 
everything the Lord had for 
him! He refused to stop until 
he had obtained that place of 
fellowship with God.

 Where are you in your 
personal walk with the 
Lord? Have you entered into 
your victory, or are you still 
wandering around in the 
wilderness struggling day 
to day? God has a place of 
peace and power for you, but 
you must be willing to claim 
your possession. It isn’t for 
the faint-hearted, but it is for 
the faith-hearted. 

 Half-hearted Christians are 
faint-hearted Christians, and 
they never learn to conquer 
the giants in their lives.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.
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News

Police Arrest Pastors, Families 
In Mass Raid

(CP): At least 10 pastors were 
arrested with their families as 
they worshiped in church services 
across the state of Uttar Pradesh. 
Christian Solidarity worldwide, a 
United Nations’ accredited Ngo 
that serves in over 20 countries 
in Africa, Asia, the middle east 
and Latin America, reports that 
authorities in the state have 
continued their crackdowns on 
Christians this week.

in addition to the 10 pastors 
and families, police are said to 
have also arrested three more 
believers and threatened another 
pastor in the state in an attempt to 
get him to stop holding services. 
CSw Chief executive mervyn 
thomas said in a statement, “the 
arbitrary arrests by the police go 
against the rule of law and we call 
on the government of india to 
ensure the release of all pastors 
currently held in detention, and 
to work to protect the right to 
freedom of religion of belief for 
all indians, as guaranteed by the 
Constitution of india and the 
international Covenant on Civil 
and Political rights, to which 
india is a party.”

Speaking Against Decision To 
Decriminalise Gay Sex

(CP): india’s Christians, hindus, 
and muslims have all spoken out 
against the government’s recent 
decision to legalise gay sex. 
Stephen fernandes, secretary 
to the Indian bishops’ office for 
justice, peace and development, 
declared that it violated the 
purpose of human sexuality, which 
is procreation. the Supreme 
Court ruled in an unanimous 
verdict that the colonial-era law 
that penalised gay sex with up to 
10 years in prison was “irrational, 
arbitrary and indefensible.” “Any 
consensual sexual relationship 
between two consenting adults – 
homosexuals, heterosexuals or 
lesbians – cannot be said to be 
unconstitutional,” Chief Justice 
Dipak misra said.

Christian Couple Beaten For 
Ditching ‘Old Gods’

(CP): An indian couple has 
detailed how they were tied and 
beaten by a mob of neighbours 
over their refusal to deny Christ 
and participate in a local religious 
ritual. Preeti and her husband 
recalled how they were chased 
down with spears, swords and 
other weapons by a group of 
about 30 to 40 locals because they 
told the people of their village 
that they would not participate 
in their local ritual because they 
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had left their ‘old gods’ and found 
Christ. the couple’s response 
caused unrest in the community 
and immediately put their lives in 
danger. As the couple was being 
chased, Preeti reported that the 
mob tried to rape her and even 
tore some of her clothing. Preeti 
and her husband were tied down 
with ropes and beaten by the 
neighbours. fortunately, the 
couple was able to escape and 
flee in different directions.

Church Confused Over Indian 
Sectarianism

(UCAN): As national elections 
approach, leaders of the indian 
church appear to be confused 
over their role, causing others 
to question the extent of their 
influence on vital issues affecting 
the faithful and the nation at 
large. in-house critics feel that 
rather than looking forward, 
the church leadership is trying 
to play safe as the political 
landscape turns hostile ahead of 
a parliamentary election due in 
may 2019.
Christians have long been on the 
radar of the bJP and its ideological 
mentor, the rSS, which accuses 
the vatican of conspiring to 
convert india into a Christian 
country. This inflammatory 
claim is made despite Christians 
making up only 2.4 per cent of 
india’s 1.3 billion population 

after a presence of 2000 years. 
the federal government has 
taken steps to restrict Christian 
activities and other curbs have 
been imposed by various state 
governments, many of them also 
dominated by the bJP.
these negative developments 
have occurred despite the church 
in India making a significant social 
contribution by running more 
than 50000 institutions, including 
schools, colleges, hospitals, 
healthcare centres, orphanages 
and homes for the elderly. 
 
Accelerated Clampdown On 
Christians

(MSN): Under the influence 
of hindu extremists, police 
and media campaigns against 
Christians in Uttar Pradesh have 
mushroomed since one such 
attack sent a pastor into hiding. 
After false media reports of large-
scale, fraudulent conversions of 
hindus by pastor Durga Prasad 
Yadav in Jaunpur District went 
viral in July, followed by false 
police charges, there have been 
multiple area reports of disrupted 
worship meetings, pastors and 
evangelists arrested and Christian 
leaders fleeing their homes to 
avoid arrest, sources said.

“they have stopped believers 
and asked them to go back home,” 
a source said. “hindu extremist 
groups are shouting anti-Christian 
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slogans around the churches 
in many places in Jaunpur. 
they are threatening believers 
with severe consequences and 
asking every believer as to how 
much money he has been given 
to convert.”
Christians Display Stronger 
Faith Amid Persecution

(MSN): Christians in madhya 
Pradesh who were brutally 
beaten by hindu extremists 
and received death threats for 
attending church have vowed to 
continue to practice their faith 
in Christ in secret. Nearly 15 
families have stopped attending 
church in recent months after 

being ill-treated and receiving 
threats from hindu extremists.

Media Attack Mega Church 
Alleging Forced Conversion

(MSN): Police under pressure from 
hindu extremists have slapped 
false charges of fraudulent 
conversion against a pastor and 
270 others belonging to a 7000-
member church in Uttar Pradesh. 
After its initial attempts to stop 
hindu extremists from shutting 
down the large church in UP, 
police who had told the pastor 
that they had found no evidence 
of fraudulent conversion are 
now denying that the initial 
investigation took place.
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Recruitment for Go 12 Program
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Assembly of God Church School, Bettiah was established in 1980 by the Assemblies of God of 
North India which is a registered society under Bihar Societies Act of 1961. It is a Christian  
institution which aims at providing education for members of all communities. The School 
Management and Administration strives to provide a challenging yet fulfilling atmosphere in 
which to educate the future generation of young people. 

 
Current enrolment stands at 3500+. 

 
Immediate Requirement: 

 
Principal : We are seeking an applicant who is a committed, practicing Christian with depth of 
faith, vision and skill to lead our dynamic school community of over 3500 students and staff in 
the challenging environment in which we operate. 

 
Qualifications needed: A post- graduate with a B ed. Preferred minimum 5 years experience in 
similar capacity in a Senior Secondary CBSE/ICSE English medium, Co-educational School. Should 
be well versed in coordinating and planning all academic and non academic activities of the 
school. Should be fluent in English with working knowledge of Hindi. 

 
Salary as per norms ; accommodation provided if selected candidate is not a local 
resident. Other benefits to be discussed at interview. 

 
Applicants may apply by sending an email to the Secretary, Board of Management at 
agmnawabganj@gmail.com along with scanned copies of supporting documents. (Documents 
subject to verification). Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted for a personal interview. 

 
 

Address - Assembly of God Church School, Post Box 06, Bettiah, West Champaran, Bihar - 845438. 


