
1Light of Life November 2017

(Total pages 72)November 2017

“Our Authority,

LORD
gave for

(2 Cor.10:8)

Building you



2Light of Life November 20175 & 11, 2nd Floor, Hind service Industries, Veer Savarkar Marg, Dadar (West), Mumbai - 400 028
Tel: 2446 2632 / 3872  Fax: 2444 9765  E-mail: outworkeph@gmail.com

Print On Demand
SEND YOUR PDF FILE1

FIND THE RATE2

ORDER NO. OF COPIES3

PAY4

CHOOSE TYPE OF BINDING5

CENTRE PINNING SPIRAL

COLLECT6

7



3Light of Life November 20175 & 11, 2nd Floor, Hind service Industries, Veer Savarkar Marg, Dadar (West), Mumbai - 400 028
Tel: 2446 2632 / 3872  Fax: 2444 9765  E-mail: outworkeph@gmail.com

Print On Demand
SEND YOUR PDF FILE1

FIND THE RATE2

ORDER NO. OF COPIES3

PAY4

CHOOSE TYPE OF BINDING5

CENTRE PINNING SPIRAL

COLLECT6

7



4Light of Life November 20174Light of Life



5Light of Life November 2017

Light of Life
The Magazine For Christian Growth

Vol. 60.11  
November 2017

Editorial Board:
Jacob Ninan – Chief Editor

• P. Abraham
• Brian Michael

Cover Design 
Ebenezer Printing House

6

YoUr LetterS

8

eDitoriAL 
AUTHORITY AND ITS ABUSE 

Jacob Ninan

42

Poem 
A COMMITMENT TO REACH 

D. G. Martin

47

SermoN oUtLiNe  
POTENTIAL  

Stanley Mehta

49

Crossword 44  
J. Fredric Dawson

51

ChArACter  
FESTUS  

Vijay Thangiah

57

WorD AND the WorLD  
MADE ALL THINGS WELL   

Cyril Georgeson

61

NoteS ALoNg the JoUrNeY   
 MEANING OF LIFE  

Oby Cherian

63

News

EMPIRES WITHIN  
Let’s get back to seeking the kingdom 
first, just like the Lord told us to, 
challenges Kuruvilla Chandy.

13

GOD IS JUST  
God asks us not to take revenge, but to 
leave it to Him to make people realise 
the wrong they have done to others, 
teaches Esther Joseph.

19

GOD’S SOVEREIGN CHOICE 
Is God unjust? asks V. M. Abraham.

21

THE DISCIPLE AND HIS  
PERFECT PEACE  
Imanuel G. Christian encourages us to 
make God our focus, and make knowing 
Him, loving Him and serving Him our 
priority.

23

THE FULFILLED LIFE OF A SINGLE  
Manu George calls the church to be 
a bit more careful in dealing with 
someone who comes alone for our 
meetings.

27

ALL ABOUT THE ABBA  
The Saviour, by His advent, has virtually 
redefined the God-man relationship, 
states Suresh Manoharan.

30

BEYOND MY BEAUTIFUL BRAIN  
God works in mysterious ways and is 
definitely beyond our beautiful brain, 
encourages Esther Robinson.

34

TO RUSSIA WITH LOVE  
Bidyut Kumar Pramanik tells the 
story how the Russian Bibles were made 
available to many after Russia opened 
their doors to Christianity again.

37

THE MAKING OF PETER THE 
DISCIPLE – 7  
Let us sit down and slowly and 
purposefully count the cost, exhorts 
Sandeep Poonen.

39

Testimony - BACK FROM DEATH’S 
DOOR  
Seena Ann

43



6Light of Life November 2017LIGHT OF LIFE 6 JANUARY 2016

 Inland     Overseas
 ` $ £

1 year 200 25 20
3 years 500 65 50
5 years 750 105 75
10 years 1200 180 120
25 years 4000 500 400

Full page b/w 2500
Half page b/w 1500
Quarter page b/w 900
Matrimonial* 750
Inside covers – colour 5000
Back cover – colour 7500

6LIGHT OF LIFE                                                                                      MARCH 2013

Light of Life
The Magazine For Christian Growth

P. O. Box 4576,
21 YMCA Road, Mumbai 400 008

Tel: 91-22-23095656, 23076941
E-mail: lol@mtnl.net.in

lightoflife1@rediffmail.com
www.lightoflife-india.com

Subscription Rates

Inland     Overseas
   $   £

1 year 150 20 14
3 years 400 55 40
5 years 650 95 65
25 years 3000 450 300
Gift (1 year) 125 18 12
Advertisement Rates

 
   `  `  `  `  `

Full Page              2000
Half Page    1,200
Quarter Page 750
Matrimonial             600*
Inside Covers 4,000
Back Cover 6,000

5% discount is given for  subsequent insertion(s).
Rs.30/- extra for outstation cheques.

Payments for Renewal of Subscription and
Advertisements can be made directly into
Light of Life Magazine Savings Account No.
003601021256 (IFSC Code: ICIC 0000036)
in the Maratha Mandir Branch of ICICI Bank,
under intimation by E-mail to us.

*Two testimonials are required for matrimonial
ads (one from your local church Pastor and the
other from a lay Christian leader). Send
advertisement matter, 6 weeks in  advance;
payment by DD or MO in favour of “Light of
Life Magazine” MUST accompany the matter.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR MUST INCLUDE THE
NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE WRITER.

RN 22729/72   ISSN 0970-2571
Printed at Ebenezer Printing House,Printed at Ebenezer Printing House,Printed at Ebenezer Printing House,Printed at Ebenezer Printing House,Printed at Ebenezer Printing House,

DadarDadarDadarDadarDadar, Mumbai - 400028., Mumbai - 400028., Mumbai - 400028., Mumbai - 400028., Mumbai - 400028.
Published by S. Retnamony for

Christian Digest Society of India,
P.O. Box 4576, 21 YMCA Road, Mumbai  400 008.

`

LETTERS

YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 
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Informative And Educative

the other day i happened to 
pick up the April 2017 issue 
of Light of Life magazine from 
the shop of a kabadiwala. i 
flipped through it hurriedly 
and found it very informative 
and educative.

i am a pensioner and i took this 
magazine to my other pensioner 
friends. We are all very senior 
citizens and on sharing the 
contents with them generated 
a lot of discussion and evoked 
an interest to read it between 
the lines and express our views 
and opinions between ourselves 
and among our friends and 
neighbours with a view to create 
awareness and understanding 
about Christianity. hence, a 
request is being made to you to 
mail us a copy of your magazine 
every month.

A. K. Devgan, New Delhi. 

Well Written Article

Appreciated the article on 
sufferings by Kuruvilla Chandy, 
to embrace suffering against the 
preaching of prosperity by some 
tele-evangelists, his exhortation 
to take up the cross everyday 
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and follow god (Lk.9:23), and as 
a result, to receive the blessing 
of god’s Spirit on us. he has 
quoted the scriptures to bring 
home the gospel truth. Well 
written article to be re-read 
again and again.

W. Rebello, Caranzalem, Goa. 

Blessed By God’s Word

thank you very much for your 
help in getting the digital copy 
of Light of Light magazine. Surely i 
am blessed by god’s word through 
your magazine, which caters to 
the needs of all age-groups. may 
god bless all your ministry vision 

to establish his kingdom here in 
our nation, india.

Jacob D. Samuel, Guwahati, 
Assam. 

Rejuvenates & Inspires Me

i am a regular subscriber of the 
light of life for more than the past 
10 years. i couldn’t renew the 
subscription the past year. the 
Light of Life magazine always re-
juvenates me and inspires me and 
it was saddening that i couldn’t 
renew my subscription over the 
past one year.

Benedict Isaac, Trivandrum, 
Kerala. 
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Editorial

AUTHORITY AND ITS ABUSE

giving some people 
authority over others is 
one of god’s methods 

to maintain order, and, with that 
order, to get things done. even 
within the trinity, where the 
father, the Son and the holy Spirit 
are equally god and together 
one among themselves, we see a 
hierarchy of the Son submitting 
to the father and the holy Spirit 
exalting the Son and not himself. 
this shows us that, within the 
equality of the godhead, there is 
an understanding of authority.

in the natural order of things, 
people understand in theory that 
the one wielding authority is 
expected to work for the welfare 
of those who come under his 
authority. it is his duty not only 
to maintain order, but also to take 
care of the needs of his people 
that come under his purview. if 
he takes care of this and people 
recognise that, then there will 
be a greater chance that the 
overall purpose of the setup will 

be accomplished with everyone 
contributing towards it. We can 
say that every authority comes 
along with this responsibility.

it is not only that authority 
comes with responsibility, but 
also that no responsibility can be 
discharged without the authority 
that must go along with it. if 
someone is given responsibility 
over others, but he does not have 
any authority to control, correct or 
discipline them, the others might 
take advantage of the situation 
and take things into their own 
hand. We can see this happening 
in schools where teachers are not 
allowed to discipline the children, 
that the children get away with 
many things and grow up spoilt. 
In a different example, we see 
that even though the police are 
expected to maintain law and 
order, many times lawlessness 
prevails because courts that add 
authority to the police do not 
always succeed in punishing the 
guilty. People are not dissuaded 
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Editorial
from taking to crime because 
they believe they can manage to 
get away free (ecc.8:11).

it happens far too often that the 
man in authority forgets about 
or neglects his responsibility 
towards the people and thinks 
mostly about gaining something 
for himself through the use of 
this authority — usually money, 
fame or power. this hurts the 
welfare of the people and in 
turn the purpose of the whole 
arrangement. initially he may 
imagine that this would not 
happen, but as he begins to 
notice it happening, he is already 
caught too deep into the situation 
to back off. The people end up 
suffering first under the misuse 
of authority and then also with 
the results of not being able to 
meet the goals.

Political history has some 
outstanding men who came into 
the scene and played key roles 
in shaping the destiny of their 
people and taking them forward. 
but there are also many others 
who took on the roles of dictators 
and rode over the people in order 
to achieve their personal, egotistic 
goals. this has, many times, caused 
widespread killing, putting down 
the voice of opposition and side-
lining of goals of development 
and social reformation. many 
times the people have been set 
back in time, in terms of the 

progress and development they 
could have made during the time. 
many examples are available both 
in the secular world history and 
also in the bible.

misuse of authority is also very 
prevalent in workplaces. bosses 
use their subordinates to meet 
their personal goals by driving 
them towards unreasonable tar-
gets. the needs and limitations of 
these subordinates are ignored or 
paid very little attention to. boss-
es many times do not take the 
trouble to groom suitable people 
to succeed them, and then they 
try to cling on to their position 
through extensions, or by getting 
posts created for them where 
they can enjoy their privileges in 
an advisory capacity.

god groomed the nation of is-
rael to become a challenging ex-
ample to the nations around it. 
but israel failed. it is very sad 
to see that the church also does 
not demonstrate a model of how 
authority should be exercised. 
there are pastors who keep a 
hold over their congregation by 
keeping micro-control over their 
lives, and by threatening calami-
ties from god for those who dare 
to protest or leave the church. 
the misuse of “touch not the 
Lord’s anointed” is very common, 
by which people are not allowed 
to question their pastors or dis-
cuss their misdeeds. While they 
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claim freedom from the old tes-
tament law, one thing they hold 
on to is tithing which they teach 
many times using either the car-
rot or the stick approach! instead 
of ‘feeding’ their flock with nu-
tritious food, pastors focus on 
giving them sufficient entertain-
ment through high energy wor-
ship programmes and messages 
sprinkled with humour and sen-
sational ‘prophetic’ declarations.

At home, parents abuse or ne-
glect their children when they 
are small and blame or mentally 
shut them out when they become 
teenagers, while being occupied 
with their careers and the pursuit 
of money and pleasure. they are 
either not aware or grossly neg-
ligent about the tremendous re-
sponsibility god has entrusted to 
them while giving them authority 
over their children (Prov.22:6). 
then they blame ‘these modern 
kids’ or the media for the chaos 
the children have grown up into 
and show later in their work and 
marriage.

When children get married, the 
parents try to hold on to their 
‘authority’ commanding them to 
obey them, perhaps out of a sense 
of insecurity or with a desire 
to maintain their control. they 
cannot understand that their 
married children are no longer 
‘children’ who have to obey their 
parents. they do not realise that 
they should instead be encour-

aging the children to ‘leave their 
parents and cling to their spous-
es’ in order to become one with 
each other.

husbands think god has given 
them ‘authority’ over their wives 
as the heads of the home and 
demand that their wives should 
just submit to whatever they 
say. they take no responsibility, 
however, to love their wives as 
Christ loved the church and gave 
himself for her!

the whole problem is that we 
forget that authority is irrevoca-
bly linked to responsibility. those 
who cannot take on their respon-
sibilities are not able to handle 
their authority well. What results 
in such a situation is that author-
ity gets misused.

the apostle Peter understood 
that the under-shepherds who 
exercise authority over their local 
flocks ultimately came under the 
authority of the Chief Shepherd 
(1Pet.5:1-4). No one can get away 
from that. We may imagine that 
everything is going fine as we go 
from mediocre means to wealth, 
and from being unknown to 
worldwide fame and thousands 
paying lip service to us, without 
keeping in mind that one day all 
of us have to give an account of 
ourselves to god (rom.14:12). 
We may not remember that god 
gave us authority as stewards so 
that we may give to others their 
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daily portion of whatever service 
we are to give them (Lk.12:42). 
If we feed ourselves off our flock 
and neglect to feed them, we will 
have to give account to our master. 
Peter warns us to serve people 
“voluntarily, according to the will 
of god, with eagerness, proving to 
be examples to the flock,” and not 
“under compulsion, for sordid 
gain, lording it over those allotted 
to your charge.”

the apostle Paul understood 
very clearly that god gave some 
people authority for ‘building 
them (those under their authori-
ty) up’ (2Cor.10:8). this principle 
ought to be the motto for politi-
cians, bosses, parents, husbands 
and everyone else in authority. 
Paul exemplified this by making 
himself a slave to all men and 
‘becoming all things to all men’ 
in order to fulfil his God-given 
task of winning them to Christ 
(1Cor.9:19-22). he gave them 
the whole counsel of god that 
would profit them (Acts 20:27), 
without holding back things that 
might ‘offend’ someone or make 
him unpopular. When he spoke 

he was careful not to try and im-
press them with his oratory but 
to allow the holy Spirit to work 
through him for their benefit 
(1Cor.2:4,5).

many who misuse their author-
ity are people with poor self-es-
teem, who are trying to establish 
their importance in their own 
eyes and before others. but those 
who are sure of themselves have 
no problem taking the form of a 
servant and serving others for 
their good. that is what Jesus did 
when he washed his disciples’ 
feet. he knew he had come from 
god and was going back to him, 
and that he would not lose any-
thing of his stature by humbling 
himself (Jn.13:1-4).  on the other 
hand, when Jesus humbled him-
self in this way, the father ex-
alted him above everyone else  
(Php.2:5-11).

Until the will and the affections are brought under the authority of Christ, we have 
not begun to understand, let alone to accept, His lordship. 

- Elisabeth Elliot
Command thy servant advisably with few plain words, fully, freely, and positively, 
with a grave countenance, and settled carriage: These will procure obedience, gain 
respect, and maintain authority.

- Thomas Fuller

Quotable Quotes
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once upon a time, god 
came to earth and lived 
the life of a poor village 

carpenter. god was still god, 
but equally he was the daily-
wage-earning poor Carpenter 
of Nazareth. he was called Jesus 
(meaning, god saves). he lived 
with his earthly family for thirty 
years. then he left home to 
become an itinerant teacher. 

the theme of all his teaching 
was that the time had come for the 
kingdom of god (mk.1:15). Jesus 
wasn’t talking of a geographical 
location. he was proclaiming 
the sovereignty of god, and that 
He Himself was fulfilling it by 
his redemptive, transformative 
and uplifting deeds in society 
(Lk.4:18-21).

even though he proclaimed 
the rule (kingdom) of god, Jesus  
didn’t go around flaunting His 
kingship. the only time he 
claimed to be a king was in a sort 
of casual reference to what he 
would do as king, when he returns 
to judge the people of the world 
(matt.25:31-46). Another time, 
when an earthly authority asked 
whether he was a king, Jesus 

EMPIRES WITHIN
As the Lord’s work is being carved into empires, nepotism and 

hereditary succession continue.

KURUVILLA CHANDY did say that his kingdom didn’t 
belong to the world (Jn.18:36).

As the bible concludes, it 
unequivocally declares that Jesus 
is the King of kings and the Lord 
of lords (rev.19:16). Curiously, 
Scripture never gives Jesus the 
title of ‘emperor’, and though the 
kingdom of god rules over all, it 
is never described as an empire. 
that’s because as far as god is 
concerned there are no kings and 
kingdoms, and that’s why it is 
absolutely unnecessary to change 
the nomenclature from kingdom 
to empire. None of the kingdoms 
of the world’s rulers has any basis 
of existence. the word of god says 
that god is the one who sanctions 
their existence and authority: 
“he changes times and seasons; 
he deposes kings and raises up 
others” (Dan.2:21).

Kings and queens are mostly 
gone in today’s world. in europe 
there are a few, but they are 
only figureheads and in Islamic 
countries there are some who 
exercise power like despots, 
resisting the winds of democracy 
from blowing through their 
kingdoms. in this world largely 
without kingdoms, how has the 
kingdom of god fared?
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french roman Catholic 
theologian Alfred Loisy famously 
said, “Jesus proclaimed the 
kingdom of god and what came 
was the church.” it is true that the 
church is made up of people who 
have been “rescued…from the 
dominion [kingdom] of darkness 
and brought…into the kingdom 
of the Son [god], in whom we 
have redemption, the forgiveness 
of sins” (Col.1:13-14). in that 
much, the church is the present 
embodiment of the kingdom of 
god. however, by that pithy saying 
of his, Loisy seemed to suggest 
that the church had hijacked the 
kingdom.

Loisy recognised that Jesus 
did intend that a community 
of believers would form. his 
contention, however, was that 
Jesus never wanted his followers 
to imitate the kingdoms and 
governments of the world.

Loisy was right. that there 
are quite a few in the church, 
who have hijacked the kingdom 
to build their own empires, is 
undeniable. they have taken the 
kingdom that was “not of this 
world” and made their own little 
empires that keenly imitate the 
kingdoms of the world.

Despotism

the most essential component 
of an empire is its emperor. 
An emperor was one who 

overpowered and subjugated 
others taking away their sovereign 
rights. empire-building had all to 
do with one person gathering all 
power and clinging to it. he has 
sole ownership of the empire. he 
does not share it with others.

Those who want to find 
favour with an emperor must be 
willing to give up all rights and 
acknowledge that the be-all and 
the end-all of the empire is the 
emperor alone. the existence 
of hangers on is a given. Where 
there are emperors, there will be 
hangers on.

it’s all about survival. for those 
working for the empire their 
positions and jobs in the empire 
are their bread and butter, and 
they desire to keep the pay and 
the perks. if that means they have 
to flatter the boss and be servile, 
so be it.

recall the late sycophant 
politician who sloganeered during 
the emergency that “indira is 
india, india is indira.” in theory, 
we may disagree with such 
expressions, but subconsciously 
or unconsciously when we are 
part of an empire, we subscribe 
to its philosophy because that is 
the only way to get any benefit 
from the emperor. At some point 
everyone receiving benefits from 
the emperor will chant a similar 
mantra and/or rise to defend 
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the emperor’s uprightness and 
benevolence, even when there 
are glaring instances of injustice. 
A few may even acknowledge 
that some injustices are to be 
expected: “Nobody’s perfect…we 
have to accept the bad with the 
good, and what really matters 
is that there is more good than 
bad.”

if we are honest with ourselves, 
we will admit that emperors and 
empires exist within the kingdom 
of god. it was bound to happen 
when Christians embraced 
hierarchy as normal in Christian 
society.

the King had said to his dis-
ciples, “You only have one mas-
ter, and all of you are brothers” 
(matt.23: 8). he wanted them to 
strive at being servants to one 
another, instead of allowing the 
pursuit of mastery to cause strife 
among themselves (mk.10:42-
43).

At first, the disciples could not 
come to terms with the new idea 
of a kingdom without ranks. they 
were unwilling to give up their 
dreams of being number one in 
the kingdom. they imagined that 
god’s kingdom was going to be no 
different from earthly kingdoms. 
they could not visualise a 
community that had no pecking 
order. Again and again, they had 
angry debates about who would 
be topmost in the kingdom, 

and Jesus had to correct them 
(mk.9:33-35;10:35-45; Lk.22:24-
30; Jn.13:1-20).

today, hierarchy exists every-
where in Christendom, from 
denominations to independent 
ministries to parachurch organi-
sations. Since there is a top-down 
structure, nobody makes it their 
aim in life to be a servant. Attain-
ing the topmost position is every-
one’s goal. it is the top position 
that is sought after. everybody 
thinks that he himself or she her-
self ought to be the one to lead in 
an organisational setup because 
he/she has so much to give to 
others, as though it is the benefit 
of others that is on their minds. 
Merely prefixing the word ‘ser-
vant’ to the word ‘leader’ doesn’t 
make anyone a servant. No one is 
in a race to be a servant. they’re 
aiming to be leaders and clearly 
the person seeking leadership 
wants to be above others in posi-
tion, authority and function. they 
want to be the ones calling the 
shots, giving the orders.

Territorialism

empires are territorial. 
emperors wanted as much 
territory as they could conquer 
and keep. Something similar 
happens when empires are set 
up in the kingdom of god. each 
emperor wants to have a larger 
slice of the pie than others.



16Light of Life November 2017

though Christian ministries 
are about preaching the gospel 
to those needing to hear it, the 
audience in itself is not the 
market. the business of a market 
is income-generation, and so the 
market consists of those who have 
money to contribute for Christian 
ministries, especially the bulk 
operators (funding agencies). 
thus, it could be said that the 
ultimate aim of empires is not 
the ministry itself, but capturing 
the market. the emperor needs 
money to maintain his empire 
and live life like an emperor.

Capturing the market involves 
being at war with other empires. 
isn’t it sad that ministries that 
supposedly serve one Lord, view 
each other as rivals — as though 
they are not servants of the same 
Lord, serving in the same vineyard 
and building the same kingdom?

one of the ways in which this 
rivalry is manifested is in how 
jealously donors are kept under 
guard. one Christian ministry 
does not want others to discover 
their donors. they are afraid that 
their donors might spread their 
largesse among more people and 
groups diminishing what they 
themselves were getting. the 
late Sinhalese churchman D. t. 
Niles defined evangelism as one 
beggar telling another where to 
find bread. Maybe so, but it would 
seem that one evangelist will not 

tell another evangelist where to 
find bread.

Another way in which the 
territorial attitude manifests 
itself is in the way the boss 
projects himself or herself as 
the only one to represent the 
empire at important events, such 
as international conferences. 
invitations are for consultations 
on all sorts of differing areas 
of expertise, and yet the boss 
trots off to each one without 
being qualified or able to make 
a contribution at the conference 
or workshop. the only time the 
emperor might delegate someone 
else is if there are two (or more) 
events taking place at the same 
time. then he or she would 
favour someone who is known 
for extreme sycophancy toward 
the boss.

Nepotism

the last feature of empires is that 
they have hereditary succession. 
that was true of ancient empires. 
it’s true today of business empires 
that are family-owned, and that is 
all right because it is their family 
wealth. here in india, it’s true of 
political parties that have turned 
into family dynasties, and that 
messes up democracy. but who 
gave anyone in Christian ministry 
succession rights?

in the old testament order of 
things, being a Levite or a priest 
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was hereditary. on the other 
hand, being a prophet depended 
entirely on the Spirit of god taking 
possession of a person. 

the New testament order did 
away with all hereditary offices. 
People could serve the Lord only 
if the holy Spirit came upon them, 
and empowered them for their 
work by giving them the gifts that 
befitted a particular ministry. But 
the later churches gave up the 
simplicity of its primitive days 
when they grew enchanted by the 
trimmings and trappings of the 
roman court. it embraced a top 
down structure, and with it came 
the corruption of nepotism—
favour granted to relatives. the 
term ‘nepotism’ originated in the 
church to describe the actions of 
popes and bishops in favouring 
‘nephews’ (sometimes a 
euphemism for illegitimate sons) 
by assigning them to important 
positions. 

As the Lord’s work is being 
carved into empires, nepotism 
and hereditary succession 
continue. 

most independent ministries 
are set up for a family member 
to succeed the boss. it could be 
husband to wife, father to son 
(or daughter), etc. it’s all about 
keeping it in the family. When 
there is no family member 
interested in doing Christian 
work, the boss looks for someone 

who will allow him/her to hang 
on until he/she is absolutely 
doddering.

from a biblical point of view, 
all Christian ministries are 
trusts and so the person heading 
the work is only a steward, not 
the owner. trouble is that most 
behave like owners; this is why 
they don’t consider retirement. 
they justify that by hiding 
behind the concept that those 
who serve the Lord never retire 
from serving the Lord. true, that 
a person must go on exercising 
the gifts that god has given, but 
the bible does advocate that 
people holding office should 
retire from official roles and 
duties (Num.8:23-26).

John, the baptist, announced 
that the kingdom was coming. 
Jesus announced that the kingdom 
had arrived and was arriving. he 
sent his disciples out to announce 
its coming. We pray, “hallowed 
be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done.” the kingdom 
is unstoppable. About that, there 
is no doubt. Not enough to pray, 
though. Let’s get back to seeking 
the kingdom first, just like the 
Lord told us to (matt.6:33).

Kuruvilla Chandy  
is a freelance preacher and 

writer based in Trivandrum. 
He retired after serving 42 

years as pastor in Lucknow.
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miraculous gifts may not be 
present in a church. In such 
a situation, James said that 
anyone who is sick is to ask the 
elders of the church to anoint 
him or her and pray for healing, 
and the promise of God is that 
healing will come in answer to 
the prayer of faith (5:13-15). We 
need to have more faith about 
this promise and put it into 
practice among us.

We are indeed living in better 
days. If we were living in the 
time when Jesus was on the 
earth, we would have found 
Jesus “sent only to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel” 
(Matt.15:24). Or, like Martha and 

Mary discovered that just when 
someone was sick unto death, 
Jesus was not there (Jn.11:1-
44). We have the Holy Spirit in 
us and the Holy Spirit is more 
powerful than the spirits that 
inhabit the world (1Jn.4:4). The 
Holy Spirit will empower us 
to glorify Jesus, but we need to 
stop treating Him like a ghost. 
We have to stop ignoring Him. 
We need to let Him have His 
way with us in our lives and in 
our churches. 

Kuruvilla Chandy 
is Pastor of the Grace Bible 

Church, Lucknow.
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in the book of genesis, we 
read about the twins, esau 
and Jacob, born to isaac and 

rebekah. When they grew up, 
Jacob cheated his elder brother 
esau twice by depriving him 
of his birth right and father’s 
blessing. fearing the wrath of 
esau, rebekah advised Jacob to go 
away and stay with her brother, 
Laban, in Paddan-aram.

While staying and working 
at Laban’s home, Jacob told his 
uncle that he wanted to marry 
rachel, his younger daughter, 
whom he loved. Laban agreed 
on the condition that he would 
have to serve him for seven years. 
Jacob agreed. but, at the end of 
seven years, Laban tricked Jacob 
by giving his elder daughter, Leah, 
in marriage to him. in order to 
marry rachel, Jacob had to work 
for an additional seven years.

After staying with Laban for 
twenty years, Jacob wished to 
return to his father’s home. 
Without informing Laban, he 
fled with his wives, children, 
livestock and possessions. When 
Laban came to know that he had 
been tricked, he pursued and 
met Jacob. Complaining to Laban 

GOD IS JUST
God blessed Esau with the greatest wealth one can  

possess – the wealth of satisfaction.

ESTHER JOSEPH about the injustice that had been 
done to him, Jacob said, “i have 
been with you for twenty years. 
fourteen years, i worked for your 
daughter and with sincerity i 
managed your flock; yet, you have 
changed my wages ten times.” 
Jacob was angry to be cheated by 
Laban, twice, for no fault of his. 
but, didn’t he himself deprive his 
brother esau twice, for no fault of 
his? 

many of us possess an attitude 
similar to that of Jacob. We justify 
ourselves and get hurt when 
someone wrongs us, but we 
consider it of no consequence, 
when we wrong others. Didn’t 
Jacob deprive his brother esau 
twice, for no fault of his, by taking 
away his birth right and blessing? 
As we sow we reap. god is just. he 
has asked us not to take revenge, 
but to leave it to him to correct 
people and make them realise the 
wrong they have done to others. 

Later, while passing through 
Seir on his way to Canaan, Jacob 
wanted to meet esau and sent 
word to him through his servant. 
on hearing of him, esau ran to 
meet him and embraced him. 
this spontaneous action of esau, 
showed the forgiving nature 
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he possessed, and his belief in 
change. the thought that Jacob, 
the deceiver, may have come to 
deceive him once again did not 
cross his mind. 

Jacob, in order to please esau, 
offered to give him his livestock 
and possessions. but esau, 
not being greedy for material 
possessions, told him, “i have 

enough, my brother. Keep what 
you have for yourself.” god had 
blessed esau with the greatest 
wealth one can possess - the 
wealth of satisfaction. 
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in his sovereign wisdom, 
God “sets aside the first 
to establish the second” 

(heb.10:9b). Isaac’s first born 
son, esau, was set aside to 
establish Jacob, the second of the 
twins. before the twins were born, 
or had done anything good or bad, 
the Lord had said to their mother 
rebekah, “the older will serve the 
younger” (rom.9:11;gen.25:23b). 
“’Was not esau Jacob’s brother?’ the 
Lord says. ‘Yet i have loved Jacob, 
but esau i have hated’” (mal.1:2,3). 

What then shall we say? is god 
unjust? Not at all (rom.9:14). Does 
not the potter have the right to 
make out of the same lump of clay 
some pottery for noble purposes 
and some for common use 
(Rom.9:21)? The first covenant 
with israel – the laws written 
on the stone-tablets – was set 
aside to establish a new covenant 
declaring, “i will put my laws in 
their minds and write them on 
their hearts” (heb.8:10b).

god has set aside his chosen 
race, israel, for a period, to es-
tablish his church with people 

GOD’S SOVEREIGN 
CHOICE

God has set aside His chosen race, Israel, for a period, to establish 
His church with people redeemed of all tribes and nations.

V. M. ABRAHAM redeemed of all tribes and na-
tions. the holy temple built by 
timber and stones is set aside to 
establish a spiritual house built 
by living stones such as those 
who believe in Christ Jesus. righ-
teousness through mosaic laws 
was set aside to offer salvation 
by grace in Christ Jesus. “for it 
is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith” (eph.2:8a). Sacri-
fices and offerings of bulls and 
goats were set aside to establish 
the one perfect sacrifice of the 
body of Jesus Christ once and 
for all (heb.10:10). the Aaronic 
priesthood is set aside to estab-
lish a royal priesthood and a holy 
nation to declare his praises.

god had set aside his people, 
israel, to “purchase men for god 
from every tribe and language 
and people and nation” and 
established them as his redeemed 
people. god set aside his Law to 
show us grace. god set aside his 
temple worship to establish a 
spiritual worship through us his 
church. god set aside the Aaronic 
priesthood to establish us to be 
a kingdom and priests to serve 
him. 
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on the cross, god set aside and 
forsook Jesus Christ, his well-
beloved Son, for a while in order to 
embrace, establish and reconcile 
with us who were dead in sins 
and trespasses. having made 
such unsearchable judgments 
and sovereign choices, god the 
Holy Spirit urges us to offer our 
bodies as living sacrifices, holy 
and pleasing to god (rom.12:1). 
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THE DISCIPLE AND HIS 
PERFECT PEACE

Eternity begins at the moment we come into a relationship 
with God through Jesus Christ.

At Christmas, we note 
that the birth of Christ 
in our hearts prepares 

the way for us to fulfil the longing 
of our human hearts. At the 
same time, we also note that 
we are still groaning with the 
eager expectations of our final 
redemption, and our prayer still 
is, “Come, thou long expected 
Jesus.” even after the Son of 
righteousness has been born in 
our hearts, we continue to live in 
the ‘world filled with devils that 
threaten to undo us’ and face all 
kinds of problems and heartaches 
that are common to humanity. 
every time we begin a new year, 
we do not know how the year will 
go and what kinds of problems 
we will face. in this situation, how 
can we have the perfect peace that 
is promised in the word of god?

Yes, the word of god does 
promise perfect peace and 
overflowing joy. The prophet 
isaiah described this perfect 
peace and overflowing joy in 
beautiful poetry, “You will go out 
in joy and be led forth in peace; 

IMANUEL G. CHRISTIAN (so much joy and peace that) the 
mountains and hills will burst 
into song before you, and all the 
trees of the field will clap their 
hands” (isa.55:12).

Although isaiah is describing 
this in the context of the millennial 
kingdom, in some ways we can 
experience that perfect peace and 
overflowing joy even today. As 
believers, we do not have to wait 
to experience all the blessings of 
heaven until after we die and go 
to be in the presence of the Lord 
where there is fullness of joy and 
eternal pleasures (Psa.16:11). 
We can, at least in some measure, 
experience this blessing even 
in this life. eternity begins at 
the moment we come into a 
relationship with god through 
Jesus Christ.

Change Our Focus

how can we experience the 
heavenly joy and peace in spite of 
us living in the world that is still 
under the grip of the evil one? first 
of all, we need to change our focus. 
much of the time we focus on our 
own life surrounded by problems, 
on the evil that surrounds us, 
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on our disappointments and 
frustrations. All these things 
weigh us down and rob us of our 
joy and peace.

instead of that, our focus should 
be on god in whom and through 
whom all our questions are 
answered and problems resolved. 
When the psalmist focused on the 
evil around him (Psalm 73), his 
heart was grieved and his spirit 
became bitter (v.21). but when he 
changed his focus to be on god, he 
realised, “Whom have i in heaven 
but You? And earth has nothing 
I desire besides You. My flesh 
and my heart may fail, but god 
is the strength of my heart and 
my portion forever” (vv.25,26). 
As isaiah said, “You will keep in 
perfect peace him whose mind 
is steadfast, because he trusts in 
You” (isa.26:3).

Change Our Priorities

Secondly, we need to change 
our priorities. much of our life 
is spent on making a living and 
not enjoying life, in worrying 
about things we do not have, and 
in taking care of things we do 
have. Like our garages, our life is 
cluttered with so many things and 
activities that drain our energy, 
use up our time and resources, 
and rob us of our joy and peace. 
We believers, too, have been 
dragged into a consumer mindset 

and try to find our joy in having 
a certain standard of living. So 
when things change and we 
cannot maintain it, our world goes 
upside down. Contentment is not 
having everything we want, but 
enjoying things we have; learning 
“the secret of being content in 
any and every situation, whether 
well fed or hungry, whether living 
in plenty or in want” (Php.4:12). 
it is in this context that Paul 
makes the next statement, “i can 
do everything through him who 
gives me strength” (v.13).

instead of focusing on the 
things of this world, our priorities 
should be focused on eternal 
things: serving the Lord, being 
a joy and blessing to others, and 
accumulating eternal treasures. 
things of this world are 
temporary, but they can be used 
to build up eternal treasures. if 
this is our priority, we can trust 
god to meet all our basic needs. 
David said, “i was young and now 
i am old, yet i have never seen 
the righteous forsaken, or their 
children begging bread. they are 
always generous and lend freely; 
their children will be blessed” 
(Psa.37:25,26). it is rare that we 
have to worry about our basic 
needs like shelter, clothes and 
food. most of our worries are 
about things beyond our basic 
needs. 
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A Life Pleasing To God

thirdly, we have to live a life 
that is totally pleasing to the 
Lord. No believer can have the 
joy and peace promised in the 
word of god as long as there is an 
unforgiven sin in his/her life. As 
David said, “When i kept silent, 
my bones wasted away through 
my groaning all day long. for 
day and night Your hand was 
heavy upon me; my strength was 
sapped as in the heat of summer” 
(Psa.32:3,4). of course, as long as 
we are in this life, we cannot live a 
sinless life. but as we grow in the 
Lord we sin less and less and the 
goal is, like Job, to live a life that 
is blameless and upright, fearing 
god and turning away from evil 
(Job1:1,8;2:3). if there is any sin 
in our life, we have to immediately 
ask for forgiveness from god and, 
if necessary, from others whom 
we may have offended. 

Enjoy God Forever

finally, the goal of the believer’s 
life is not just to enjoy this life, 
although there is nothing wrong 
in that as god allows us to enjoy 
it (eccl.2:24,25;3:22;5:18-20), 
but to glorify god and enjoy him 
forever. it is only in a relationship 
with him that this life not only 
becomes meaningful, but also 
joyful. As Solomon said, “for 
without him, who can eat or 
find enjoyment?” (Eccl.2:25). As 

children of god, we have been 
blessed with every spiritual 
blessing, with the things that 
really matter from the eternal 
perspective.

if we make god our focus, and 
make knowing him, loving him 
and serving him our priority, 
then the things of this world will 
grow strangely dim and we will 
be able not only to appreciate 
our spiritual blessings, but also 
to be able to enjoy this life and 
the things of this world, and our 
life will be more and more filled 
with the joy and peace that god 
desires us to have. 
 O soul, are you weary and 

troubled? 
No light in the darkness  
you see? 
There’s a light for a look  
at the Saviour, 
And life more abundant  
and free!

 Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 
Look full in His wonderful face,  
And the things of earth  
will grow strangely dim, 
In the light of His glory  
and grace.

(helen h. Lemmel, 1922)
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THE FULFILLED LIFE  
OF A SINGLE

Singles are precious and honourable in the kingdom of God.

You will make someone 
really happy!” “isn’t it 
time to settle down?” “We 

are praying for you to find your 
soul-mate soon.” these are some 
of the comments a single person 
has to hear, whether it is in church 
or other social gatherings. our 
culture is so marriage-obsessed 
that there are only two options for 
the single man or woman – either 
you get married or confess that 
something is wrong! “how could 
a normal soul stay single!” is the 
general attitude. the ‘concern’ 
our society has for singles is so 
unbalanced that the unmarried 
are assumed to be leading a 
miserable and meaningless life. 

i am in no way writing against 
marriage or family. in fact, 
the proper biblical doctrine 
of marriage has to be strongly 
defended in today’s post-
truth culture, where practising 
homosexuals are ordained as 
ministers and live-in relationships 
are considered normal. my 
concern is about another, very 
important and often ignored 
doctrine – the calling. each one 

MANU GEORGE of god’s children has a unique 
calling, which will be revealed to 
his or her heart by the holy Spirit. 
our calling is closely tied to the 
personality he moulds us into the 
ministry he graciously bestows 
on us, and the life he chooses to 
bless us with. our background, 
childhood, character traits, etc., 
would be used for the completion 
of the task god has assigned for us. 

one such calling is that of a single 
man or woman. Not everybody 
has that gift (1Cor.7:7) and one 
has to be open to god’s guidance 
for a change of status at any stage 
of life. god leads us through 
different seasons of life. Some are 
called to be single all their life, and 
there are some others who might 
be led to a family life much later 
than others. there are also those 
who are widowed or divorced, 
after having a family for a while. 
in any case, the life of a single man 
or woman is in no way inferior to 
that of a family person. 

Let me highlight three ways 
in which the church can be a 
bit more careful in dealing with 
someone who comes alone for 
our meetings.
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Don’t Assume They Are 
Unhappy

because they are not unhappy. 
Yes, there are moments of 
loneliness, but one can be married 
and lonely too. it is a lie that 
marriage is the secret of perfect 
happiness. our joy is in the Lord 
and Lord alone. that is the only 
truly and completely satisfying 
relationship we can ever have, 
whether single or married. 

When they go home alone 
after church, they are not always 
sorrowful, just like the family 
that drags the crying and kicking 
kids into the car and literally flies 
away, is not particularly joyful 
either! everyone has battles and 
victories, tears and triumphs; one 
is not leading a more meaningful 
life than the other. Well, chances 
are the single one who spends 
more time with the Lord and is 
available at any time, might be of 
better use in his vineyard than the 
married man who has a million 
other concerns (1Cor.7:29-40).   

Don’t Give Them Advice

They are fine. If they are meant 
to be married, god would open 
doors and lead them to another 
season according to his plan. i’m 
not against counselling or lending 
a helping hand to the hurting, but 
some are in the habit of giving 
unsolicited, voluntary counsel, 
as if it is their responsibility to 

fix all singles at any cost! Singles 
seldom need more advice than 
married ones because they are 
dealing with only one heart/life, 
whereas married ones have to 
worry about at least two at any 
given time.

Another possibility is that the 
singles who spend time listening 
to god, may be in a better position 
to advise the busy family man 
or woman on a wide range of 
issues (maybe not on disciplining 
teenagers!) because the latter 
seldom hears the voice of the 
holy Spirit.    

Be Sensitive From The Pulpit

Preachers often project 
Christian life as a life in the home 
with sermons filled with marital 
issues and parental illustrations. 
i once heard a preacher say, “how 
wonderful it was for mary to get 
married at a very young age! girls 
today build career and end up not 
getting married.” i was confused 
whether to laugh, cry or run out 
of the church. the calling upon 
mary was very unique. the single 
girl sitting in the church does not 
have to flinch even for a split-
second when such irresponsible, 
unbiblical comments are made 
because the Lord has a unique 
plan for her life too.

the preacher may be married, 
but he has to consider a wide 
range of audiences that could 
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be listening to him. i’m not 
advocating a please-everyone 
sermon; but i am challenging the 
preachers to have heeding hearts 
to deliver healing words. 

Singles are precious and 
honourable in the kingdom of 
god. Let us cherish one another 
and learn from every member of 
the congregation. And remember, 

human marriages are only for this 
life; the marriage of the church 
and the Christ is forever. it is for 
that union that we are all getting 
ready. 

Manu George  
is a Teaching Pastor at 

New Creations Assembly of 
God Church, Panjim, Goa.



   
 


  
  
  
 
 
 


 
 
 
 

I NEVER GO TO CHURCH
“I never go to church,” boasted a wandering member. “Perhaps you have noticed that, pastor?” 

“Yes, I have noticed that,” said the pastor. 

“Well, the reason I don’t go is because there are so many hypocrites there.” 

“Oh, don’t let that keep you away,” replied the pastor with a smile. “There’s always room for 
one more.”

On A Lighter Note
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ALL ABOUT THE ABBA
As our Heavenly Father, God has the best in mind for us.

bilquis Sheikh, a Paki-
stani muslim lady, was 
in acute depression ow-

ing to the failure of her marriage 
some decades ago. After receiving 
proper counselling from a devout 
Christian nurse, confronted with 
the choice of choosing between 
‘Allah and Abba (the Christian 
equivalent of a loving heavenly 
father – mk.14:36)’, she “dared 
to address him (the Almighty) 
as her Father” for the first time. 
that precise moment she walked 
straight into the loving embrace 
of her heavenly father, much in 
the manner of a little girl jumping 
straight into the arms of a dot-
ing dad returning from office. Oh 
yes, at that point she bade good-
bye to her depression, with the 
joy of the Holy Spirit filling her 
heart instantly. Where the heav-
enly father is, there is abundant 
joy (Psa.16:11). her soul-stirring 
biography, I dared to call Him 
Father, has spiritually refreshed 
many spiritual sojourners trek-
king their way to the heavenly 
city.

A discerning bible student 
would discover on careful scrutiny 
of the Scriptures that it was Jesus 

SURESH MANOHARAN who started addressing the 
Almighty as the heavenly father 
(the greek word pater, meaning 
father, is repeated scores of times 
in the New testament). on the 
other hand, relatively in the old 
testament, the word father, to 
describe god, is used only a few 
times (15 times, say the biblical 
Scholars). the Saviour, by his 
advent, has virtually redefined 
the god-man relationship.

Procreation

in the way our earthly fathers 
play a role in bringing us to life, 
our heavenly father, through 
his revitalising Spirit, gives us 
a brand new life supernatural-
ly (Jn.1:12,13) the moment we 
place our trust in the redemption 
work completed by the Saviour 
on the cross to save us from our 
sins. in fact, the greek word used 
for ‘seed’, in 1 John 3:9 for a Chris-
tian’s ‘sonship’ and his new-found 
inclination toward ‘holiness’, is 
sperma, the root word for ‘sperm’ 
in english.

Proof

An earthly father’s features (fa-
cial and emotional) are bound to 
be reflected in his offspring. The 
same for a new Christian. if holi-
ness is intrinsic to our heavenly 
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father, his children too would 
reflect holiness (Eph.5:1), which 
is all about being ‘separate’ from 
the world (2Cor.6:17,18). here, 
‘separation’ doesn’t mean ‘isola-
tion’, but about not being tainted 
by the carnal world (Jas.1:27), 
even while living in it.

Protection

No earthly father would allow 
any danger to befall his beloved 
children. our heavenly father too 
would guard us under his pro-
tective wings (Jn.6:39;10:28,29) 
whatever be the enticement of 
the flesh, the world or the devil. 
Power is always granted from 
within to triumph over the inevi-
table spiritual dangers without 
(1Jn.4:4).

Provision

Which earthly father doesn’t 
delight in giving the best of the 
materially useful things to his 
children? our heavenly father 
too doesn’t retract from giving 
his best to us in order that we 
have a perfectly fulfilling life 
(matt .6:33;7:11;1tim.6:17). 
With the perpetual joy of the holy 
Spirit, which he places in our 
heart at the point of regeneration, 
every human activity, even the 
mundane ones, would now seem 
enjoyable. today, thanks to Jesus’ 
redemptive work on the cross, 
god’s children enjoy an ‘abundant 
life’ (Jn.10:10).

Prototype

our earthly fathers crave for 
the love of their offspring. Our 
heavenly father too craves for 
our love. in fact, he wants us to 
grow into the image of his Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, who has 
loved him immeasurably right 
from eternity. Christ’s love for 
the father was best manifested 
in the matter of his implicit 
obedience, even if it meant taking 
indescribable suffering in His 
stride (Jn.14:30,31). With the 
same Spirit of Christ indwelling us 
(gal.4:6), it wouldn’t be beyond us 
to replicate the Saviour’s deeds, 
especially in the realm of loving 
obedience to our heavenly father 
(heb.5:8), come what may.

Progression

While many of the wise earthly 
fathers rear their children keeping 
long-term, permanent benefits 
of their children in perspective, 
some myopic ones pamper their 
children beyond a point, in fact 
‘harming’ them in the process. our 
infinitely wise Heavenly Father, 
who always keeps our long-term 
benefits in view, brings us up 
suitably, even if it means giving 
a timely rap on the knuckles 
when his children are not doing 
what they ought to do (heb.12:5-
11). he also doesn’t shun from 
exposing his children to some 
hardships periodically, whereby 
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they keep ‘growing’, developing 
Christ-like character in the 
process (rom.5:3,4;Jas.1:2-4).

Promise

if all good earthly fathers 
promise to give a rosy future to 
their children and work sincerely 
towards the same, then what 
about our heavenly father? ‘And 
now that we are Christ’s we are 
the true descendants of Abraham, 
and all of god’s promises to him 
belong to us’ (gal.3:29). 

Did the Lord fulfil all His 
promises given to father 
Abraham and his descendants 
in the past? ‘So in this way the 
Lord gave to israel all the land he 
had promised to their ancestors, 
and they went in and conquered 
it and lived there. And the Lord 
gave them peace, just as he had 
promised, and no one could 
stand against them; the Lord 
helped them destroy all their 
enemies. every good thing the 

Lord had promised them came 
true’ (Josh.21:43-45).

Wouldn’t our unchanging 
heavenly father (Psa.102:27) 
keep his promises to us, the 
spiritual descendants of father 
Abraham, including the one of 
ushering us into the heavenly 
city with its ethereal mansions? 
he would (Jn.14:2,3; 1Cor.2:9; 
heb11:10). What a wonderful 
heavenly father we have!

Propel

in conclusion, what ought to 
propel us to give our very best to 
our heavenly father in terms of 
implicit, loving obedience at all 
times is His infinite goodness. He 
is good all the time. he has our 
best interests in his heart.

Suresh Manoharan  
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noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 
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BEYOND MY BEAUTIFUL 
BRAIN

We have a wonderful, prudent God who is the Planner  
and Provider.

recently i heard a testi-
mony which humbled  
my heart. A certain be-

liever, erstwhile marketing 
head of an information technol-
ogy based company in india, was 
working her way towards pro-
curing an order from a company 
in the United States of America. 
She played a key role in prepar-
ing all the preliminary works per-
taining to that project which now 
reached its finale.

to her utter dismay, she received 
a phone call from the marketing 
head of the foreign company 
demanding a commission of 
twenty percent, which to him was 
a common practice. “Aren’t you 
an employee of that company?” 
she questioned. An argument 
followed. “Look here, madame! i’ll 
be a champion here to get things 
done for you. i’ll see that your 
company gets this order. i am just 
asking you to pay a paltry sum as 
wage for this favour, an effort of 
mine. if you are not interested, 
i’ll give the order to a competitor, 
who is willing to pay this sum. 
Let me know your decision at the 
earliest.” having uttered these 
words, he cut the call.

ESTHER ROBINSON the marketing head discussed 
the difficulties she faced with her 
proprietor. in her opinion, the 
commission asked for, although 
a common practice, was illegal. 
the owner replied, “Please give 
away whatever is demanded; but 
by all means, get the order.” the 
marketing head with all humility 
stated, “Sir! in that case, please 
depute someone else to handle this 
project. i am not happy with this 
idea.” immediately, the proprietor 
told, “No! No! Please handle this. 
i know you are capable of getting 
this order” and walked away 
without waiting for any response.

this girl who held a high rank 
in her tenth and twelfth standard 
examinations, also happened to 
be a gold medalist in her post-
graduate education. her motto 
in life was “first moments of 
your day to god.” in return, god 
promised to keep her second to 
none. that night, she knelt and the 
frankincense of fervent prayers 
reached the throne of grace. “be 
still and know that i am the Lord” 
(Psa.46:10) was god’s response 
which reposed her soul.

Planner
generally we make plans as 

suggested by our beautiful brain 
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and then ask for god’s sanction. 
however, it is normally the other 
way round. We ought to wait and 
receive god’s plan in our life. he can 
never make a mistake because his 
plans are meticulous and beyond 
our comprehension. this woman 
of god waited in the presence of 
god and received his plans for her.

Provider
We can rest assured of god’s 

provisions because the Planner 
will never offer any of His plans to 
us without the provisions already 
in store. he is Jehovah Jireh, and 
the lamb which he wants us to 
sacrifice for Him He will surely 
provide. god is our Provider who 
is trustworthy always.

Prudent
god is wiser than we think. his 

plans are higher and greater than 
ours. much loftier than the reach 
of the super computer (brain) 
which he has kept in us. he is 
prudent to provide us with a hope 
and a future which is full of peace 
and harmony.

Praise
finally, we have a wonderful 

and a prudent god who is the 
Planner, Provider and, therefore, 
he deserves all our praise. glory 
and honour belongs to him. We 
can never take that which is his 
possession. by nature, he is god 
who will not give his glory and 
honour to idols. Neither does he 
cherish the thought of giving his 
glory to his creation (mankind) 
who are his handcraft. however, 

he expects that we give him all the 
praises without any reservation. 
this virtue alone makes him glad.

though she disliked facing the 
dawn, the sun shone sweetly, as 
it does daily, and brought her 
golden fruits of mundane chores 
in a silver platter to deal with. She 
wanted to throw away her mobile 
for fear of receiving a call from 
her boss concerning the project’s 
purchase order. however, she 
knelt down that morning to 
receive fresh supply of grace, 
energy and wisdom from the 
Almighty to pursue her routine 
tasks. 

then she checked her email 
inbox. The first mail informed 
that the marketing head, who 
had been nagging her for a 
commission, was chucked out of 
office. Wow! Unimaginable! With 
what words could she thank god? 
her spirit jumped with joy stating, 
“Praise god!” to her surprise, the 
next mail carried the project’s 
purchase order. halleluiah! 

it is indeed mind-boggling. god 
works in mysterious ways. god 
is definitely beyond our beautiful 
brain. this woman, who trusts 
the one who is beyond her brain, 
is now Director of that company. 
there are battles yet to be won; but 
we can surely state, “truly my god 
is beyond my beautiful brain.”

Esther Robinson  
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TO RUSSIA WITH LOVE
Every letter had just one request, “Please send a Russian Bible.”

god removed the iron 
curtain of russia during 
1988-89 and established 

freedom of religion there. three 
generations in russia grew with-
out god and the bible, from 1917 
to 1988. there was neither any 
pastor in the churches nor a bible, 
when the then russian President 
michael gorbachev announced 
the freedom of religion.

the prophecy mentioned in 
Amos 8:11 came true. russia was 
under the threat of famine of the 
words of the Lord.

The head office of Bible Society 
of india is situated on mahatma 
gandhi road in bangalore (now 
bengaluru). i do not remember 
the exact date in January 1989 
on which five Russian tourists 
entered my office. One of them 
was a tv photo journalist. they 
spent long hours in our library 
and when they found a bible in 
russian, their joy knew no bounds 
and they all were on their feet, 
dancing. the journalist had made 
a video recording of the incident 
and asked me, “if our countrymen 
request you for bibles, can you 
send them to us?” i immediately 
agreed, though at that time, we 
had only 10-12 bibles at our 
disposal.

BIDYUT KUMAR PRAMANIK Almost after a month of this 
incidence, i received a letter 
from russia. i kept it separately 
since it was written in russian. 
generally, when letters in 
different languages were received 
from different countries, we send 
them to the Bible Society office 
of the respective countries, so 
that appropriate action could be 
taken. The Bible Society office in 
russia having been shut down, i 
had no alternative than to keep 
the letter separately. Day by day 
the number of letters increased 
and one day the number touched 
235. it was beyond our knowledge 
to know the contents of those 
letters as well as what they 
actually wanted.

We started searching either 
for a russian or one who knew 
the russian language, in order to 
overcome our crisis. After a pro-
longed search, we found an en-
gineer from Uttar Pradesh, who 
was working in the electrical de-
partment under the government 
of Karnataka. his wife, Natalia 
(Natasha) was a russian. i invited 
her to our office and requested 
her to read all the letters and to 
prepare replies on our behalf. 
her husband, though a staunch 
brahmin, permitted her to help 
us in this regard.
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We eventually found out 
from Natalia that the tv photo 
journalist, who had visited our 
office, had aired an advertisement 
in their country’s tv channel 
that persons in need of bible 
in russian language may write 
to the general Secretary, bible 
Society of india. And thus began 
the flow of letters. Natalia read 
all the letters and told us that all 
the letters had only one request, 
“Please send a russian bible.”

Now, we were confused. We 
had only 10-12 bibles in russian, 
whereas the demand was 
manifold. i then prayed to god, 
“Lord, You have fed more than 
five thousand people with only 
five loaves and two fishes. Now 
You distribute Your words and 
feed all those who are spiritually 
hungry in russia; because this is 
not possible on my part.”

only god does miracles. he 
knew that after seventy years 
such a day would come, for 
which he had made appropriate 
arrangement five years ago. I 
received news that an evangelist 
in Gulbarga, in Karnataka, had five 
thousand bibles in the russian 
language and he was trying hard 
to find ways to dispose of those 
bibles. those bibles were printed 
in Sweden and were sent to india 
with the hope that those could 
be dispatched secretly to russia 
since the two countries were on 

friendly terms. but it was the plan 
of god who can foresee things. he 
only knows when to open the door 
and when to close it (rev.3:7). 
“When he opens the gate, it 
becomes flood gate.” We bought 
those bibles from the evangelist. 
thus started our programme, ‘to 
russia With Love’.

i had presented one russian bi-
ble to Natalia on the day she first 
met me. She said, “one such book 
was with my grandmother which 
she used to keep in secret. We 
were not allowed to even touch it. 
but i am fortunate enough to hold 
the bible in my hand.” While say-
ing this, she broke down. Since 
we have an abundance of differ-
ent editions of the bible in our 
languages, we fail to understand 
the value of this book.

Natalia was glad to be able to 
serve her countrymen. She came 
to our office and replied every 
letter sending them a russian 
bible. We needed a lot of money 
for this project. Prayers were 
offered for us and we received 
sufficient pecuniary assistance 
from different sources. The Lord 
helped us pass on the word of 
god to many in russian.

Bidyut Kumar Pramanik 
served the Lord as the 

General Secretary of Bible 
Society of India for 26 
years and now lives in 
Bhubaneswar, Odisha.
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THE MAKING OF PETER 
THE DISCIPLE – 7

Disciples accept correction.

We have been looking 
at matthew 16:21-
23 – we cannot be 

disciples of Jesus and avoid the 
cross on which all of our selfish 
interests must die. Let us continue 
to look at this event and learn 
more about true discipleship.

Get Behind Me, Satan

the devil takes on various 
forms in the New testament:
	he can attack us in fearful 

power, like a roaring lion 
(1Pet.5:8)

	he can mislead us by coming 
as an angel of light, that 
justifies an unforgiving spirit 
towards the past sins of 
others, even after they repent 
(2Cor.11:14)

	he can be an accuser who 
condemns god’s people 
(rev.12:10)

	he can seduce us through 
the glories of this world 
(matt.6:24;4:8)

	he can deceive us with a 
religious spirit by preying on 

SANDEEP POONEN our own selfish interests to 
influence how we respond to 
god’s word (matt.16:23)

We don’t typically recognise the 
devil in all these ways. but to me, 
the most deceptive of all is the 
one that mixes the sacred and 
selfish.

there are only two occasions 
where Jesus rebuked the devil 
and asked him to leave immedi-
ately. one is recorded in matthew 
4:10, when the devil offered Jesus 
all the kingdoms of this world and 
their glory in exchange for his 
worship. And the other is in mat-
thew 16, when the devil tempted 
him through one of his closest 
disciples. my sense is that most 
of us quickly understand why Je-
sus rebuked the devil so strongly 
in matthew 4. but i wonder if we 
recognise the same seriousness of 
pursuing our own interests at the 
expense of god’s interests – and 
even when it comes from people 
who are serious Christians.

Set Your Mind On God’s 
Interests

Jesus talks about two masters 
– god and mammon. No one can 
serve two masters; for either he 
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will hate the one and love the 
other, or he will be devoted to 
one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve god and wealth 
(matt.6:24).

We see a similar distinction 
described here – between god’s 
interest and our own interests. So 
i could re-purpose matthew 6:24 
in the context of matthew 16:23 
to say this: no one can serve god’s 
interests and man’s interests; 
for either he will hate the one 
and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to the one and despise 
the other. You cannot serve god’s 
interests and man’s interests!

i do not know if we see our 
own selfish interests as being 
diametrically opposed to god’s 
interests. maybe, that is why so 
many claim to be Christians but 
continue to fulfil their selfish 
desires without remorse? the 
bible is clear: the human heart is 
“more deceitful than all else, and 
is desperately sick” (Jer.17:9); 
and in our human flesh dwells no 
good thing (rom.7:18).

Also, even though Jesus was 
pure and without sin, he too had 
the choice to do his own will. but 
Jesus gave us the overall purpose 
of his life in this statement: “for 
i have come down from heaven, 
not to do my own will, but the will 
of him who sent me” (Jn.6:38). So 
it is clear that his own human 
will here on earth was not always 

automatically aligned with the 
father’s will. Jesus had to lay 
down his own will for the will 
of the father – and he did that 
consistently and without fail all 
his life.

in my own life, i have found that 
the hardest fight is to always lay 
down my selfish will. I find that 
it is hard to constantly go to god 
throughout the day and be fully 
open to offering up what I want 
to do. maybe i’m sitting on the 
couch reading some articles on 
the internet. but when i ask the 
Lord what he would have me 
do, i seem to hear him tell me 
to call a brother in the church 
and encourage him. in such little 
things like that, I find that it is 
very difficult to lay down my own 
desires and do what the holy 
Spirit seems to be telling me. it is 
very hard to be a servant.

this is a very simple example 
of where my will needs to be 
fully flexible for the Lord. Yes, I 
can justify myself that there is 
nothing wrong in my idle surfing 
on the internet, and i can be 
correct in that. but the question 
is not about right and wrong, but 
whether i will deny what i want 
to do, and obey what the holy 
Spirit is telling me to do.

Blessed Are The Rebuked

We saw how Peter went from 
being blessed to being sternly 
rebuked, more sternly than 
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anybody else in history – because 
he was reproved from the most 
reliable Speaker of truth, and 
nobody else got quite that harsh 
a rebuke.

but maybe the best part of the 
story is what is not written in the 
text but that we know to be true: 
that Peter did not get offended 
and leave Jesus.

here, even in Peter’s gross 
failing, we find the heart of a 
disciple that we don’t see in 
a couple of other impressive-
looking people.

the rich young ruler is gently 
rebuked for the wealth that 
possesses and controls him, and 
he is asked by Jesus to give it all 
up to follow him. but the rich 
young ruler leaves Jesus forever, 
grieving because Jesus identified 
the one area that the rich young 
ruler didn’t want to let go off 
(matt.19:22).

Judas was gently rebuked by Je-
sus when he tried to correct the 
woman for pouring the alabaster 
vial on the feet of Jesus. this inci-
dent caused him to get so offend-
ed, that he then sought to betray 
Jesus (Jn.12:1-8; matt.26:6-16).

it is never easy to be rebuked 
for anything. But I find that it is 
most hard to receive and accept 
correction when we are rebuked 
in our attempts to be spiritual. 
We think we must be credited for 
trying to be spiritual, or trying 

to please god. but when we are 
rebuked or corrected in such 
moments, they are especially 
hard to take.

Where have you and i sought to 
please god and failed? have we 
attempted to seek to please god in 
some act, and yet we get corrected 
in what we did? then let us seek 
to learn from Peter. this is where 
we can learn from Peter’s failures. 
if we look carefully, we will see 
the beautiful heart of Peter even 
amidst our mistakes.

Conclusion

Peter and the disciples learned 
a critical lesson here. And we 
can learn it too. if i want to be a 
disciple of Jesus, i must follow 
him no matter what it takes. 
following Jesus always entails a 
cross, and a hammer and nails. 
So if i want to be Jesus’ disciple, 
i must carry the cross every day, 
and follow in his footsteps when 
he was on this earth. every single 
day, Jesus always said ‘no’ to his 
own will when it crossed god’s 
will. And that is the calling in 
front of me. i too am asked to say 
‘No’ to every temptation that tells 
me to do my own will and not the 
will of god.

So what is god’s will? the will 
of god is most clear in the areas 
that he has clearly commanded 
us in the bible. there is no doubt 
what god’s will is, as it relates 
to the temptations like anger 
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(matt.5:27-32), lust (vv.21-26), 
judgment (7:1), un-forgiveness 
(6:14-15), gossip (2tim.3:1-5), 
bad moods (Php.4:4), anxiety 
(matt.6:25-34; Php.4:6), etc.

if you are like me, the cross 
on which all of these sins must 
always die is very daunting. the 
thought of a lifestyle committed 
to taking up my cross daily and 
nailing all of these temptations 
perpetually to the cross seems 
too painful.

but this is the clear call for 
discipleship. And the message 
bible paraphrases Luke 14:27-
30 this way: “Anyone who won’t 
shoulder his own cross and follow 
behind me can’t be my disciple. is 
there anyone here who, planning 

to build a new house, doesn’t first 
sit down and figure the cost so 
you’ll know if you can complete 
it? if you only get the foundation 
laid and then run out of money, 
you’re going to look pretty foolish. 
everyone passing by will poke 
fun at you: ‘he started something 
he couldn’t finish.’”

So, let us sit down and slowly 
and purposefully count the cost, 
to see if we are really ready 
to answer his call to be his 
disciples.
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A COMMITMENT TO REACH SOULS

D. G. MARTIN

Oh God, Grant to us a divine word, for this moment, 
A perpetual word of grace, for this commitment. 

A call to run, with power and grace, 
A war to be waged, to conquer this race.

To awaken our churches, for the multitude, 
To change their minds, set in them God’s attitude. 

The hour has come to run for the lost, “Oh ye redeemed,” 
God’s word is, “Evangelise the doomed.”

For the trodden ones, we should run this race, 
The need of the hour, the Gospel race. 

To conquer the world, from darkness to light, 
Oh church of Christ, to delight, 

Arise and shine, to “Evangelise.”
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BACK FROM DEATH’S 
DOOR

us to Chennai to take care of our 
baby and home. And so, on may 
25, 2016, i was admitted to a very 
well-known hospital under the 
care of a reputed neurosurgeon. 

While all this was going on in 
my life, my confidence was in the 
Lord. i believed that nothing that 
was happening was outside his 
control and that he would surely 
bring me out of my troubles. 
it was indeed the Lord’s doing 
that we got timely help, the right 
team of doctors attending me, 
providing the treatment befitting 
my condition. As the bible says, 
“the lot is cast into the lap, but 
its every decision comes from the 
Lord” (Pro.16:33).

i underwent surgery on 
the 27th. traumatic days and 
sleepless nights followed, but the 
Lord brought me and my family 
safely out of it all. “And we know 
that in all things god works for 

A small, happy family 
in Chennai was what 
my husband, my little 

daughter and i were. We lived 
contentedly in our day-to-day 
routine. 

then, in may 2016, just before 
we were to go to Kerala to spend 
our vacation with my parents, i 
started to get frequent headaches 
and sometimes nausea. A doctor 
we consulted prescribed some 
medicines for migraine. And so we 
went ahead with our vacation.

one night at home in Kerala, 
i suddenly lost balance and fell 
down. Nothing like this had ever 
happened to me before. 

Brain Tumour!

my aunt, who is a doctor, got us 
to see a neurosurgeon. A Ct scan 
showed that i had a brain tumour. 
A senior surgeon at another 
hospital advised immediate 
surgery as the tumour was 
aggressive.

As my husband had to be back 
at work, we decided to go back 
to Chennai for the surgery. So my 
parents decided to accompany 

SEENA ANN
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the good of those who love him, 
who have been called according 
to his purpose” (rom.8:28). 
every day was a day of healing 
and progress. i was discharged 
on the 5th of June.

Radiation & Chemotherapy

to complete the treatment 
effectively, I had to have radiation. 
that started in the second week 
of June. i had to undergo 30 one-
hour sessions 5 days a week. With 
a tight facemask on and locked to 
the bed, i had to lie absolutely still 
all alone in the radiation room. 
i recalled that being still was 
needed to know god (Psa.46:10). 
i used to pray and recite psalms 
to get through the hour while the 
machine did its job. Yes, my Lord 
was my friend even in the darkest 
hour. After 18 sessions, my spine 
treatment was stopped and only 
the affected area in my head was 
being treated for 45 minutes.

During this time i had 
immense family support, 
another blessing from god. my 
parents continued to stay in 
our home to take care of our 
daughter. my dad accompanied 
me to the hospital and my mom 
prepared a variety of nutritious 
meals and snacks to help me 
recover my strength.

I had many side effects from 
the treatment. i lost my sense of 
taste, experienced fatigue, had 
dark spots all over my forehead, 

suffered hair fall…to mention a 
few. For every side effect there 
were short term remedies and 
the assurance that everything 
will get back to normal after the 
treatment is over.

Along with the radiation, i 
was also given a low dose of 
chemotherapy every week to 
prevent the spread of any residual 
cancer cells. The side effects rose 
with greater intensity, including 
a fall in the count of platelets and 
sometimes nausea.

Serious Complications

my brother arrived in August 
from the US. he was without a job 
at that time and our whole family 
was constantly praying for him to 
get a good one. he came to spend 
some weeks with us hoping there 
would be a quick recovery. but 
i became terribly ill again, with 
recurring high grade fever and 
breathlessness. i was given a 
couple of blood transfusions. the 
doctors could not diagnose what 
was wrong with me. on August 13, 
2016, i was back in the hospital.

“Why me?” i thought. And i 
got the answer that the Lord 
has chosen me because i was to 
do his work. i surrendered to 
his plan to lead me through this 
difficult time. He covered me with 
his feathers and under his wings 
i found refuge (Psa.91:4).

they found i had pneumonia 
and my lungs were not functioning 
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well. i was shifted into the iCU 
and put on a ventilator. After a 
while, there was no sign of any 
improvement, despite pumping 
me up with medicines. i lay on a 
life support system helpless. my 
body was getting weaker and my 
lungs were getting congested. the 
doctors started losing hope and 
called my family to warn them 
that there was only a ten percent 
chance of survival and the last 
medical option was attaching 
me to an eCmo machine (a lung 
bypass machine). the family was 
informed that, as per the hospital 
records, only 2 out of 10 patients 
have survived with the eCmo 
procedure and there was only a 
10% chance of me pulling through 
with this costly procedure. many 
more family members, prayer 
groups and friends started 
praying for me.

by this time my husband’s close 
family members came home and 
extended their support. money 
was a crucial concern. We had to 
pay huge hospital bills daily. the 
Lord was my provider, for he sent 
his messengers to provide for us.

eCmo is a double-edged 
sword as it can cause internal 
organs bleeding anywhere and is 
especially dangerous if it happens 
in the brain, as there would be no 
recovery. We cried out to the Lord 
for help. on the third day, i had 
bleeding in the stomach and had 
to be immediately disconnected 

from the eCmo. All this time i was 
under sedation.

i was kept under observation. 
the Lord heard our cry. touched 
by the Lord, i was stable. So the 
doctors decided to stop sedating 
me and check my reflexes. It took 
me about three days to regain 
consciousness, get back my 
senses and slowly start to move 
my eyebrows, fingers and toes, 
make sounds of speech, and start 
to understand; this was a big 
relief to family and doctors. it was 
a turning point in my recovery.

i was moved to a low priority 
iCU. one night, the doctors called 
my family and asked them to be 
prepared to do a kidney dialysis 
next morning as my kidneys were 
failing. the next day a specialist 
flew in from Mumbai, to put me 
in prone position (lying on my 
stomach) to check if my organs 
would do better. by the will of 
the Lord, my organs started 
functioning better and i slowly 
started to improve from thereon.

The Lord Is My Healer

the doctors and nurses told my 
family that they had never seen 
any patient recovering so quickly. 
they were too astonished and 
said that it was just not possible 
humanly, and there is definitely 
someone above them watching 
over me. hallelujah! truly, “the 
Lord has done this and it is 
marvellous in our eyes” (Psa.118: 
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23). “You are the god who 
performs miracles; You display 
your power among the people” 
(Psa.77:14).

i was shifted to the critical 
care unit where i started to take 
liquids and semi-solid foods after 
a few days. my health improved 
steadily and i was on the road 
to recovery. the doctors were 
convinced enough to remove my 
nasal-feeding tube. it was nothing 
but the Lord’s miraculous healing 
touch that brought an answer 
to the many days and nights of 
prayer. 

i could communicate well, 
but i was still weak and bed 
ridden. So the doctors decided 
to send me home where the 
environment would help me 
recover faster with continued 
physiotherapy. on September 
29 i was discharged.

it was a moment of great joy 
for me to be home and to see and 
hear my little one. While my par-
ents and cousins were there, my 
brother had left to attend a job 
interview. by mid october he was 
settled with a job. the Lord’s tim-
ing was so perfect, his ways are 
mysterious, his works are too 
wonderful.

i was sent home with a full time 
nurse for two weeks till my tra-
cheotomy tube (a windpipe tube 
to ease my breathing) was re-
moved. i had a full time caretaker 

and my mother stayed with me 
until i could get up from the bed 
and attend to daily chores. 

my heart is full of gratitude to 
the Lord, to my family, the bigger 
circle of cousins, friends, to all 
who contributed in cash and 
kind, to all who prayed for me. 
today i can walk, jog, run, all due 
to a good physiotherapist sent 
by the Lord. my medicines were 
stopped one by one by the grace 
of god. “Surely god is my help, 
the Lord is the one who sustains 
me” (Psa.54:4).

When god touches a person, 
whole families are blessed and 
encouraged in faith. the Lord 
Jesus said, “Ask and it will be 
given to you; seek and you will 
find; knock and the door will be 
opened to you. for everyone who 
asks receives; he who seeks finds; 
and to him who knocks, the door 
will be opened” (matt.7:7-8).

Whatever situation you may be 
going through, you can either see 
it as a problem or take it all to 
the Lord. Without worrying and 
being anxious we need to present 
our requests to god. give god 
the first place and the promise 
is that everything else will fall in 
place. “Seek first the kingdom of 
god and his righteousness, and 
all the things will be given to you 
as well” (matt.6:33). hallelujah! 
We serve an awesome god who 
saves!
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POTENTIAL 
Sermon Outline 

STANLEY MEHTA

A. What do you think of yourself?

b. What do others think of you?

C. What does the Devil think of you?

D. but what does god think of you?

 god thinks you are wonderful. You have great potential.

a) You are made in his image (gen.1:27).

b) You are a new creation (2Cor.5:17). 

c) You are a child of god (You are born of god) (Jn.1:12,13) 

d) You are an overcomer (1Jn.5:4) 

e) You are crowned (Psa.8:4-6)

f) You are special (eph.1:3-7) (We are chosen, blessed, predestined, 
adopted, redeemed, and forgiven.)

g) You have potential (eph.2:10) 

h) You are enthroned (eph.2:6) 

i) You are invincible (rom.8:37) 

e. What to do with your potential?

 god’s Power is for the production of fruit in our lives

a) to witness (Acts1:8)

b) to worship (Jn.4:23) 

c) to disciple (matt.28:19,20) 

d)  to do good works (matt.5:16;eph.2:10)

f. Conclusion

 in the parable of the talents, the master says, “be occupied till i 
come.” that is the commandment to us as well.

 Let’s make a pledge to rise to our full potential.



48Light of Life November 2017

Light of Life  
 P.O.Box 4576, 21 YMCA Road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai – 400008  

Telephone: 022-23076941 or 23095656  
Email: lightoflife1@rediffmail.com: lightoflife2777@gmail.com

  
 
 

Second Revised Edition  -  February 2016  
Is Sexuality a friend or foe? 
Is it an endowment or a curse? 
Is it a gift or a demon? 

These questions haunt our minds. 

Find out more within the pages of this book 

Only Rs.80/-

 
Available 

Now 

Light of Life  
 P.O.Box 4576, 21 YMCA Road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai – 400008  

Telephone: 022-23076941 or 23095656  
Email: lightoflife1@rediffmail.com: lightoflife2777@gmail.com

  
 
 

Second Revised Edition  -  February 2016  
Is Sexuality a friend or foe? 
Is it an endowment or a curse? 
Is it a gift or a demon? 

These questions haunt our minds. 

Find out more within the pages of this book 

Only Rs.80/-

 
Available 

Now 

Light of Life  
 P.O.Box 4576, 21 YMCA Road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai – 400008  

Telephone: 022-23076941 or 23095656  
Email: lightoflife1@rediffmail.com: lightoflife2777@gmail.com

  
 
 

Second Revised Edition  -  February 2016  
Is Sexuality a friend or foe? 
Is it an endowment or a curse? 
Is it a gift or a demon? 

These questions haunt our minds. 

Find out more within the pages of this book 

Only Rs.80/-

 
Available 

Now 

Order from

Light of Life  
 P.O.Box 4576, 21 YMCA Road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai – 400008  

Telephone: 022-23076941 or 23095656  
Email: lightoflife1@rediffmail.com: lightoflife2777@gmail.com

  
 
 

Second Revised Edition  -  February 2016  
Is Sexuality a friend or foe? 
Is it an endowment or a curse? 
Is it a gift or a demon? 

These questions haunt our minds. 

Find out more within the pages of this book 

Only Rs.80/-

 
Available 

Now 

Light of Life  
 P.O.Box 4576, 21 YMCA Road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai – 400008  

Telephone: 022-23076941 or 23095656  
Email: lightoflife1@rediffmail.com: lightoflife2777@gmail.com

  
 
 

Second Revised Edition  -  February 2016  
Is Sexuality a friend or foe? 
Is it an endowment or a curse? 
Is it a gift or a demon? 

These questions haunt our minds. 

Find out more within the pages of this book 

Only Rs.80/-

 
Available 

Now 

Light of Life
ATTENTION ADVERTISERS!

Please

  Send us the advertisement matter through e-mail, latest by the 
4th day of the month preceding the one in which you require the 
advertisement to be published.

  release the payment along with the advertisement or within seven 
days of submission of our invoice. While releasing the payment 
through bank, intimate us by e-mail the details of the payment, with 
your name and address.

  Send us the advertisement matter in CoralDraw as well as Word 
file, to facilitate corrections wherever required and to improve its 
presentation.



49Light of Life November 2017

Psalms 73 to 106 
New International version (IBS) or Zondervan

 J. FREDRIC DaWsON

Crossword Puzzle 44 

all clues are repetition of the verse or part of it.

Send in your answers with bible references by e-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, to 
reach Light of Life, Post box 4576, 21-YmCA road, mumbai Central, mumbai 400008, not later 
than December 5, 2017. Please indicate your name, address and Light of Life Subscription 
Number while sending the answers. 

Clues across:

1. Rise up, O God, judge the earth, for all the 
nations are your ……….. (ch     vs     )

6. For they did not believe in God or trust in 
his …………………. (ch      vs     )

8. There he broke the flashing ………., the 
shield and the swords, the weapons of 
war. (ch        vs             )

9. Do not hold against us the sins of the 
fathers; may your mercy come quickly to 
meet us, for we are in desperate ……. 
(ch        vs      )

10. I have found David my servant; with 
my sacred ….. I have anointed him.  
(ch        vs      )

12. Save … O Lord our God, and gather us 
from the nations. (ch        vs      )

13. You have fed them with bread of ……. 
(word used in singular) (ch        vs      )

14. Sound the ram’s ……. at New Moon, 
and when the moon is full, on the day of 
our feast. (ch        vs      )

15. You have taken my companions and loved 
…. from me; the darkness is my closest 
friend.  ( ch        vs     )

17. It is good to praise the Lord and make 
music to your name, O Most High, to 
proclaim your love in the … and your 
faithfulness at night. ( Ch  vs    &    )

Clues Down:

1. We are consumed by your anger and 
terrified by your ………… (ch      vs     )

2. I cried to God for …….; I cried out to God 
to hear me. (ch       vs     )

3. He opened the rock and water gushed 
out; like a ……. it flowed in the desert. 
(ch       vs      )

1 2 3 4 5

6 7

8

9

10 11 12

13

14

15 16

17
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4. You will not fear the …… of night, 
nor the arrow that flies by day.   
(ch       vs      )

5. But from………. to ……….., the 
Lord’s love is with those who fear him.  
(ch        vs      )

7. Even the sparrow has found a home, 
and a swallow a ….. for herself  
(ch     vs      )

8. Your statutes stand firm; holiness 
…….. your house for endless days.  
(ch     vs     )

11. Moses and ……. were among the priests, 
Samuel was among those who called on 
his name.

16. He will judge the world … righteousness 
and all the peoples … his truth.  
(ch       vs      )

Clues across:

1. deliverance (3:8)   

6. Crown (21:3)   

8. sleep (3:5)  

9. eat (14:4) 

10. Set (41:12)

12. cup (23:5)         

13. Flare (2:12)    

15. Sea (8:8)    

16. up (25:1)   

18.lying (31:18) 

19. let (7:7)            

20. vindication (24:5)

answers to Crossword 42 (Psalms 1-41)   

Clues Down:

1. deceitful (5:6 )     

2. Lions (34:10)

3. Rest (16:9)       

4. Needy (9:18)   

5. Expectation (5:3) 

7. Net (10:9)   

11.ear (31:2)   

14. Alien (39:12)  

15. Sit (1:1)     

17. Plea (17:1) 

Crossword 42 Winners

John S. Andrews, Sangli, Mah.; Helen Williers, Mumbai, Mah.; D. Hillel Johnson, Vellore, TN; 
Chandrakumari Mohan, Nagercoil, TN; Damara Samadanam, Hyderabad, Tel.; Ivor Valentine, 
Mumbai, Mah.; Jessie Periera, Salcete, Goa; Monica Divakar, Solapur, Mah.; D. Alexander, 
Mumbai, Mah.; A. Sunderraj, Ambernath, Mah.; Jayakumar Theodore Aarons, Mumbai, Mah.; 
Sushila Muller, Coimbatore, TN; Elcy Johnas, Thane, Mah.; Thelma Roberts, Hyderabad, Tel.; 
P. Muraleedharan, Kollam, TN; I. Devanayagam, Tirunelveli, TN; Daisy T. Michael, Coimbatore, 
TN; Ottie E. Salins, Ambernath, Mah.; Prabhavathy Christdoss, Mumbai, Mah.; Susan Easow, 
Trivandrum, Ker.; Margaret John, Thane, Mah.; Rita I. Hukkeri, Mangalore, Kar.; Saramma 
Isaac, Adoor, Ker.; G. Susan Abraham, Hyderabad, Tel.; Regina L. Victor, Ponda, Goa; Rani 
Prasanna, Bengaluru, Kar.; Suresh Kumar Silas, Yadgiri, Kar.; M. Edwin, Coimbatore, TN; 
Licy Oommachan, Bhopal, MP; Portia Syiemiong, Shillong, Megh.; Elizabeth John, Kusuma 
Rao, Secunderabad, Tel.; Ratna Prabhu, Ahmedabad, Guj.; Roshini Anie Thomas, Kottakara, 
Ker.; Mary Mathew, Trivandrum, Ker.; Dolly Sinha Roy, Vadodara, Guj.; K.P. Mohandas, Bidar, 
Kar.; Nirmala Pramod Suryagandh, Mumbai, Mah.; K. Jeyapandiaraj, Vellore, TN; Sarojini W. 
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Kingdom  full pg

Don’t Waste Their Mistakes... Learn From Them

THE MAN WHO CALLED 
PAUL MAD

 VIJAY THANGIAH

CHaRaCTER 
sTUDy

BACKGROUND

1.Who was ‘festus’ (Acts 25:1) and why had he come 
to ‘the province’ (Acts 25:1)?
two years after Paul began his ‘imprisonment’ in 
Caesarea, the roman governor felix put down a Jewish 

uprising with such brutality that the Jewish Sanhedrin complained 
bitterly to rome. felix was recalled to rome and Porcius festus had 
just arrived in the roman province (Acts 25:1) of Judea as its new 
governor.
2. how long after his arrival in Caesarea did festus visit Jerusalem?

only three days (Acts 25:1), perhaps underscoring his eagerness 
to start on good terms with the people he needed to govern.

it was festus who granted Paul’s request to appeal his case to 
Caesar (a strategy by Paul which very likely saved his life, since if 
he had been sent back to Jerusalem he would almost certainly have 
been killed by the Sanhedrin), a decision that resulted in Paul’s 
fateful voyage to rome. festus ruled only for about 2 years; he died 
while in office, and was succeeded by Albinus.

CHARACTER:  
FESTUS

MEANING:           
festive, joyful

PRONUNCIATION: 
FEHS-tus

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Acts 24:27; 
25:1-26:32
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MAIN LESSONS

1. Unless hatred is dealt with, it will intensify in one’s thinking 
(Acts 25:1-3).

As soon as Festus came into office, he immediately went 
to Jerusalem, the capital of religious activity, as a good 
governor should, to make himself acquainted with the 
affairs of the nation over which he was to preside.

When festus arrived in Jerusalem, these Jews had not forgotten 
Paul. it had been two years and their hatred for Paul was greater 
than ever. these Jews cleverly tried to get festus to bring Paul to 
Jerusalem where he could be tried before the Jewish Sanhedrin. 
they were testing or feeling out this new governor. they were also 
trying to prejudice festus’ mind against Paul. Yet, at the same time, 
these devious Jews had no intention of ever having a trial for Paul. 
they were intent upon assassinating Paul, for some of these Jews 
had taken a sacred vow not to eat or drink until Paul was dead. 
these verses teach us that unless hatred is dealt with, it will intensify 
in one’s thinking. hatred can drive people to murder and justify it on 
the basis of malice alone. 
2. Festus wanted to win favour with the Jews rather than stand 
for justice (25:9).

festus did not care about Paul’s religious activities but was most 
interested in the remark of Paul, “I have committed no offence 
against Caesar.”
So festus answered Paul and said, “Are you willing to go up to 
Jerusalem and stand trial before me on the charges?” At this point, 
festus should have dismissed the case against Paul, since no 
charges could be proved against him. But now we find this man is 
a compromiser, always seeking to find the middle ground. He was a 
true politician because he wanted to please his Jewish subjects, and 
after all, it was more important to please millions of Jews than to 
release a man called Paul, the pest.
Playing games in order to keep your position does not help in the 
long term. festus ruled only 2 years and died while in office.
3.	 God	 works	 in	 strange	 and	 mysterious	 ways	 to	 fulfil	 His	
purposes.

We see god’s hand at work in this whole incident with festus. in 
Acts 24 we find that Paul is in jail with no apparent way to get out 
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and be on his way to rome. but in Acts 25, we have a change of 
administration, a new trial, a governor who upheld roman law, 
and Paul’s appeal which would take him to rome as a prisoner to 
appear before Caesar. god works in strange and mysterious ways.

festus was glad for Paul to appeal to Caesar. he dared not give 
Paul over to the Jews in violation of roman law; yet he was not 
willing to render justice and set Paul free, thereby making himself 
unpopular with the Jews. he was glad for the opportunity to rid 
himself of all responsibility in the matter, little knowing that he 
was simply god’s instrument, used of god to work out his eternal 
purpose in the life and ministry of the apostle Paul.

Paul was destined to bear the gospel to rome, and no cunning on 
the part of man could change that destiny. god was behind festus’ 
decision not to let Paul go to Jerusalem.

god is always in control. We need to trust him and not curry 
favour with people and compromise.

4. Festus was a polite, educated humanist who denied the 
supernatural (25:19).

festus had grasped clearly what the issue was between the Jews 
and Paul – the resurrection of Jesus Christ. festus was a rationalist 
and could care less about Christianity, the supernatural, a man raising 
from the dead, a god in control of history or anything pertaining 
to true religion. festus’ attitude was, “Did you ever hear of such a 
thing as a man coming back to life? isn’t that ridiculous? And isn’t it 
ridiculous that these Jews, on the grounds of such a ridiculous charge 
that Paul believes this, want me to put him to death?”

he thought belief in Christ was ridiculous, and that Christian 
truth and religion were for those people who needed it as a crutch.

but the truth is that the resurrection of Jesus is the foundational 
truth of Christianity.
5. Festus was an unprincipled and unscrupulous man, 
dominated by his own self-interest. 

Festus told King Agrippa, “Yet I have nothing definite about him 
to write to my lord.” festus was in hot water and he knew it. by 
roman law, he had the responsibility of sending Paul to Nero to 
answer for charges. however, festus did not know what to write, 
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for all the charges concerning Paul could not hold water. festus was 
in a very embarrassing situation. Yet, this whole thing would not 
have occurred had he had the strength of his convictions and let 
Paul go free. 

the bible makes it very clear in James 4:17 “if anyone, then, knows 
the good they ought to do and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them.”
6. Festus’ heart was hardened, his mind was darkened and his 
emotions were corrupted to spiritual truth. 

had Paul presented the gospel during his trial before festus? 
Apparently so, as the Jews and Paul had argued “about a certain 
Jesus, who had died, whom Paul affirmed to be alive” (Acts 25:19).

After Paul had finished his testimony and stated his deep-seated 
convictions on the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead and 
festus blurted out, “Paul, you are out of your mind! Your great 
learning is driving you mad.” he was not only hardened to the truth 
but thought that everyone who did not think like him was mad.

“but Paul said, ‘i am not out of my mind, most excellent festus, 
but i utter words of sober truth.’” this could be translated ‘words 
of sound mind’ or ‘words of truth and rationality’. the question is 
who was really crazy – festus or Paul? festus was the one who was 
not rational because he did not want to look at all of life from god’s 
viewpoint. Sin had taken its toll on festus as he had a world view 
that revolved only around himself. his philosophy seemed to have 
been “enjoy life now for there is nothing beyond the grave.” it was 
festus who was mad, not Paul.

to leave god and Christ out of your thinking is pure madness. Yet, 
if you never come to Jesus Christ, you are mad. festus desperately 
needed the supernatural work of the holy Spirit to soften his heart, 
enlighten his mind and awaken his affections and move his will 
towards Christ so he could believe in Christ as Lord and Saviour, 
becoming a supernaturalist in his world-life viewpoint. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. even enemies become friends in order to face 
a common enemy. how is this seen in this 
passage?
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2. Did festus win favour with the Jews as was 
his intention?

3.  festus seems to think that he is in control. 
how does this passage show us that god is 
really in control? 

4. What do you think made festus shout out 
that Paul was mad?

APPLICATION QUESTIONS

1. is there any situation in your life where you are 
trying to win favour with people and not relying 
on god?

2. how is your faith? intellectual or real?
3. When someone has talked about their spiritual 

experiences, have you ever thought that they are 
mad?

MEMORY VERSE

1Cor.1:18 “for the preaching of the cross is to them 
that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved 
it is the power of god” (KJv).

PRAYER 

holy Spirit of god, please work in my mind, will, 
heart and emotions so that i may be awakened 
to believe in Jesus Christ, and be delivered from 
spiritual insanity. Amen.

Vijay Thangiah 
 is a Bible Teachers and the 
former National Executive 
Director of India Youth For 

Christ.
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After two days of just lying 
there in pain, some workers 
found her and put her on a 
makeshift cot and loaded her 
into their jeep and drove 150 
miles over deep rutted roads 
to find a doctor who could 
set the broken bones. But the 
very bumpy ride damaged 
her bones so badly that her 
hip never completely healed. 
He says, “I visited my mother 
in her mud-covered hut 
several weeks after all of this 
happened. I watched as she 
took two bamboo crutches 
that she had made herself, 
and moved from one place 
to another with her feet just 
dragging behind because 
she had lost all feeling in 
them.” He says, “At age 75, 
with a broken hip, unable 
to stand on her own two 
legs, I thought that I made a 
pretty intelligent suggestion. 
I suggested that she retire.” 
He says, “She turned around 
and looked at me and said, 
‘What value is that? If we try 
to preserve this body just a 
few more years and it is not 
being used for God, of what 
value is that?’ So she kept on 
working. She kept on riding 
her donkey to villages until 
she was 93 years old... And 
she continued to tell people 
about Jesus Christ until she 
died at age 95.”

5. Caleb experienced what God 
had promised!

 He climbed the mountains 
and he defeated the giants 
– he claimed his possession. 
The name of the place Caleb 
inherited used to be called 
Kirjatharba (city of the four 
giants). Now it was named 
Hebron (seat of association 
or fellowship). Caleb refused 
to quit until he had obtained 
everything the Lord had for 
him! He refused to stop until 
he had obtained that place of 
fellowship with God.

 Where are you in your 
personal walk with the 
Lord? Have you entered into 
your victory, or are you still 
wandering around in the 
wilderness struggling day 
to day? God has a place of 
peace and power for you, but 
you must be willing to claim 
your possession. It isn’t for 
the faint-hearted, but it is for 
the faith-hearted. 

 Half-hearted Christians are 
faint-hearted Christians, and 
they never learn to conquer 
the giants in their lives.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.
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KINGDOM SCHOOL
FULL PG

you feel called to go to unreached places / people groups / Muslim nations?

Jesus said, The harvest is plentiful but the labourers are few (Luke 10:2) 

    Be My witnesses … even to the uttermost parts of the world (Acts 1:8)

KINGDOM sCHOOL
We TRaIN, EQUIP & sEND  

We train young mission minded men with a call and passion to reach the lost and 
help them find and fulfil their call 

Come and be equipped as soldiers in the army of God’s Kingdom!

Join the 40 days’ of intense practical CROss-CULTURaL MIssIONs Training 
in Bangalore to be equipped as cross-cultural missionaries and pioneer church 
planters to reach the unreached places, people groups in India and West Asia  
(7 churches in the Book of Revelation)  

TOPICS  - Making disciples, Multiplication of disciples, Different methods of 
Outreach/Evangelism/Church Planting with practical exposure, How to reach out to 
Muslims, How to be led by the Spirit, Partnerships in Ministry, How to Fulfil God’s 
purpose and call in your life, How to trust in God and much more

The training is exclusively in ENGLISH and taught by well experienced International 
and Indian teachers with rich practical experience in missions 

The candidates should 

•	 be	between	22-35	years	and	be	able	to	communicate	well	in	English	

•	 have	good	Bible	knowledge	OR	Bible	College	qualification	

•	 have	a	passion	to	reach	the	lost	with	some	experience	in	ministry	

•	 be	willing	to	adopt	a	new	culture	and	learn	a	new	language	if	needed

•	 be	in	good	health	for	long-term	ministry	

We select 12-15 candidates from churches, ministries, Bible Colleges all over India. 
Scholarship can be provided for needy candidates for the Training in Bangalore.

After the training we choose some candidates to go to the unreached places / 
people groups in North India and some to go to West Asia. Candidates who are 
selected to go to West Asia will be sponsored for one year and further guidance will 
be given to continue long term in West Asia.

Training starts from Nov 12 - Dec 22, 2017 in BaNGaLORE!

Contact us for the aPPLICaTION FORM soon!
                                              Email: ksd4nations@gmail.com

Dr John Thomas 09654987351                                          John Palle 08586944124                
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WORD aND 
THE WORLD

MADE ALL THINGS WELL

W
OR

D aND THE WORLD

CYRIL GEORGESON

Anuradha is a gifted paint-
er who loves to paint na-
ture. After she became a 

disciple of Jesus she continued to 
paint and her paintings were also 
selling well. then a well-meaning 
Christian friend told her that she 
should use her gifts only to paint 
Christian art!

Samyak is a lawyer and has 
been practising for many years. 
he has been able to win some 
tough cases and now has a good 
reputation for integrity and 
ability. Nevertheless, his wife 
longs that he join a Christian 
organisation and work there in 
any capacity.

Little Kimaya likes reading 
stories though she is only 6 years 
old. She reads Noddy, thomas 
the engine stories and even some 
other enid blyton books, apart 
from bible stories. Kimaya’s 
mother’s friend once visited and 
seeing her read these titles was 
shocked, and advised her mother 
that she should be permitted to 
read the bible and bible stories 
only. these other books are not 
for good Christians.

What should Anuradha do? 
is she to be restricted only to 
drawing crosses, churches and 
the like? Should Samyak stop 
practising as a lawyer and start 
looking for an opening in a 
Christian organisation? Should 
little Kimaya stop reading these 
books?

The Sacred, Secular And 
Profane

Whenever there is a discussion 
on the sacred and the secular – 
most often it’s pitted as sacred 
versus secular. Are they really in 
opposition to one another? may 
be, some of the disagreements 
will disappear if the terms used 
were defined more clearly. So, if 
we define sacred as ‘that which is 
set apart exclusively for god’, the 
secular as ‘that which is part of 
the created order’ and bring in a 
third term ‘profane’ or ‘ungodly’ 
defined as ‘what is set against God’ 
it may automatically bring some 
light to the matter. very often 
when only two terms ‘sacred’ 
and ‘secular’ are used, ‘secular’ 
has the unfair responsibility of 
carrying the ‘ungodly’ or ‘profane’ 
on its shoulder. but ‘secular’ is 
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not ‘ungodly’ by definition itself. 
When we separate the ‘secular’ 
from ‘ungodly’, for some of us the 
veil is lifted.

the brief book of Jude uses the 
word ‘ungodly’ around 6 times 
– about ungodly people who in 
ungodly ways indulge in ungodly 
deeds following after their 
ungodly lusts. the bible is very 
clear that god will bring judgment 
upon these. We are clearly advised 
to keep clear of the counsel of the 
wicked, not to be found standing 
in the paths of sinners nor to 
be comfortably placed in the 
company of scoffers.

but what about what is not 
clearly ‘sacred’? Does everything 
else become part of the profane? 
there are a few portions of 
Scripture that may help set the 
direction for us. the Psalmist says 
“the earth is the Lord’s, and all 
it contains, the world, and those 
who dwell in it.” god refuses to 
budge over his sovereign right 
over his entire creation including 
created beings. The first thing we 
need to keep in mind is that he is 
Lord over all. he is also the giver 
of every good gift. Now, Satan has 
taken god given good gifts and 
perverted them. he takes food 
and the human ability to consume 
it with pleasure and perverts 
it by turning it into gluttony or 
anorexia. the devil takes the 
great gift of human sensuality 

and turns it into lechery or sex 
addiction.

God’s World

Now, that does not mean that 
we turn away from the good that 
god has given because of the 
possibility of perversion. then 
we would struggle to live itself. 
We would then have to turn away 
from everything. Paul advised 
timothy on this matter who was 
living in a very pagan culture 
where even the food consumed 
was first symbolically offered 
to idols. the Christians were in 
doubt whether they should eat 
such food. Some amongst them 
were strongly advising that they 
should not consume this food. 
but Paul strongly disagreed and 
taught that “Everything created 
by God is good, and nothing is to 
be rejected if it is received with 
gratitude; for it is sanctified by 
means of the word of God and 
prayer.’ food is good, sensuality 
is real and the world is beautiful. 
there is the need to redeem that, 
which in the first place belongs 
to god. Some three decades ago 
there was a teaching that some 
styles of music were ungodly. Cliff 
richard, the great songwriter and 
singer, then sang, “Why should the 
devil have all the good music?” 
Why surrender to the evil one 
what belongs to god?
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Sola Scriptura

We as disciples of Jesus take 
our stand only on what is 
clearly taught in Scripture. in 
fact, the reformation was about 
doing away with the opinions 
and personal views of those 
in ecclesiastical authority and 
drawing our teaching about life 
and doctrine only from scripture – 
sola scriptura! So, when someone 
writes “When the devil walked 
there was music playing. his job 
was to lead everyone in worship 
in heaven,” should we not pause 
and ask, “Where did you find that 
in Scripture?” Whether wearing 
robes that distinguish or not, 
those in positions of authority/
influence have a responsibility to 
prove that their teaching comes 
from scripture. otherwise, it’s just 
an opinion based on imagination 
(unless they claim to have extra-
biblical revelation – in which 
case it’s even more suspect). 
remember our only reliable 
source is the bible. isn’t the above 
quote demonising music without 
any biblical basis?

So, we glorify god when we 
sing a song that celebrates true 
love, the beauty of creation or 
simple everyday joys that the 
Lord brings into our lives. the 
biblical authors did not hesitate 
to write about these – there is 
an entire book in the bible that 
talks about romantic love and 

verses that celebrate the trees in 
the field, the roaring of the seas, 
natural phenomenon like thunder 
and lightning – all of which were 
meant to remind us something 
about god.

It’s A Beautiful World

even hymn writers did the 
same. Look at these lyrics, “All 
things bright and beautiful; all 
creatures great and small; all 
things wise and wonderful; the 
Lord god made them all.” then the 
same hymn goes on to describe 
flowers, birds, mountains, rivers, 
sunsets, wind, fruits and many 
other things, but joyously brings 
it to a crescendo of how great is 
“god Almighty who has made all 
things well.” this song has stood 
the test of time and is more than a 
century and a half old. So also, let’s 
look at one of the most popular 
contemporary songs – Great is 
Thy faithfulness. many who seem 
to keep drawing thick dark lines 
between the sacred and secular 
sing it, without reservation. the 
second verse reads, “Summer 
and winter and springtime and 
harvest; sun, moon and stars in 
their courses above; join with all 
nature in manifold witness, to 
thy great faithfulness…” these 
are not pagan nature worshipers 
but worshipers of the god who 
‘made all things well’.

the movie ‘Chariots of fire’ is 
based on the life of eric Liddell, 
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who not only won the gold medal 
at the 1924 olympics, but was also 
a missionary to China who finally 
died at a young age of 43 while 
in prison. he was born in China 
and most of his immediate family 
were overseas missionaries. 
he cannot be suspected to be a 
compromiser – he did not run 
the 100m race, for which he was 
most prepared, because it was 
scheduled on Sunday. It conflicted 
with his personal belief, “i object 
to Sunday sport in toto.” he was 
roundly criticised by the british 
press and even in the british 
parliament, but he could not be 
moved. in the movie we see his 
sister chiding him for spending 
so much time on sport when he 

would be better off preparing 
for China. he gracefully replies, 
“i believe god made me for a 
purpose, but he also made me 
fast! And when i run i feel his 
pleasure.”

may each of us run life’s 
journey redeeming god’s world 
for his glory, and learn to walk 
by the Spirit, who will guide us, 
when we sometimes navigate the 
tightrope between the sacred and 
the secular.

Cyril Georgeson  
serves with InterServe 

and resides in Mumbai.
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NOTEs aLONG 
THE JOURNEy

MEANING OF LIFE
OBY CHERIAN

“Your wisdom and your 
knowledge 
led you astray, 
and you said in your heart, 
‘I am, and there is no one besides 
me’” (Isa.47:10).

he was a professor of electrical 
engineering and neurobiology at 
Stanford University heading a lab 
that had become a world leader 
in reading out brain signals. i 
honestly don’t know his name. 
even the book wherein i read 
about him did not mention his 
name, and just said that he was 
called ‘v’ by his colleagues.

one day v’s life changed forever 
when he was diagnosed with 
pancreatic cancer. A few days 
after the diagnosis was made, he 
discussed his life (or at least what 
he thought was left of it) with a 
younger member of his staff 
who happened to be a clinician. 
they talked about surgery 
chemotherapy and what impact 
this devastating disease would 
have on his family. 

in the midst of this conversation 
Prof. v suddenly paused and 

asked his associate, “Paul, do you 
think my life has meaning? Did i 
make the right choices?”

At important junctions in life 
we all ask these questions, don’t 
we? And if we haven’t, i suspect 
we are in danger of becoming less 
than human. We want to know 
our place in the greater scheme 
of things. As far as meaning for 
life is concerned; we have only 
two choices. 

We try to make meaning for 
ourselves with work or play. to 
quote Joss Whedon, “if nothing we 
do matters, then all that matters 
is what we do.” then we have only 
ourselves to blame for everything 
and only ourselves to depend 
on for everything. As Carl Sagan 
says, “if we crave some cosmic 
purpose, let us find ourselves a 
worthy goal.” if you ask me, it is 
the saddest thing to believe that 
life has only what meaning we 
can give it and nothing more — 
to think there is no difference 
between a star hundreds of light 
years away and a three year old 
child, that they are both a bundle 
of atoms, nothing more.

A child can look up into the sky 
and wonder what a star is (as in 
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‘twinkle, twinkle, little star’). 
granted, he does not know that 
a star is not little. he does not 
know that the star has infinitely 
more matter than his own body. 
but the child can wonder; that is 
something no star can ever do.

it’s the saddest thing to think 
that there is no reality outside 
of our puny senses and that our 
frame is nothing but dust — to 
believe that when the dust settles, 
as surely as it must, there will be 
nothing left. 

i am content to be with the 
common mass of people who 
down the centuries have known 
that we need help as we seek to 
become part of a greater meaning 
that is already there. No doubt 
it’s true that in this search for 
meaning we have made gods for 
ourselves that are no gods at all. 
We have missed the one because 
of the many we have invented. We 
have sought meaning in physical 
things and failed to see that there 
are other dimensions we know 

nothing about — a meaning 
that we seem hardwired to seek 
but can only find if it’s revealed 
to us, a meaning, which we can 
only receive, if we believe like a 
trusting child.

As for me, the meaning of my life 
begins and ends with a Person, 
and his name is Jesus.

“but to all who believed in his 
name, he gave power to become 
children of god” (Jn.1:12).

When we become his children 
he gives a meaning that will 
satisfy us. it will satisfy our 
search for meaning like nothing 
else can.

“for all things were created by 
him, and all things exist through 
him and for him. to god be the 
glory forever! Amen” (rom.11:36 
gNb).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a consultant urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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News

Hindu Radicals Beat Indian 
Pastor

(Christian Post): A radical hindu 
mob beat a Christian pastor 
and his friend on their way to 
prayer in Kadhalkogaom village. 
the pastor has nevertheless 
vowed to remain strong in his 
commitment to follow Jesus 
Christ. the attack has apparently 
scared Christians in the region, 
with more than 70 believers 
halting their participation at 
Christian gatherings of any kind. 
“No matter what the cost is for 
following Jesus and serving him, 
i will live for him alone,” said 
pastor gunsingh, according to 
international Christian Concern.

Catholic Hostel Closed By 
Government

(Crux Now): A Catholic bishop 
is accusing the local government 
of trying to “harass Catholics” 
after it closed a student hostel 
for members of the country’s 
marginalised tribal community. 
the administration of the guna 
district in madhya Pradesh closed 
the decades-old institution, citing 
a discrepancy over its title to the 
property, and amid accusations 
the school was trying to convert 
its residents to Christianity.

father Siljo Kidangan told 
matters india that the district 
administration sealed the building 
and moved the students to a 
government boarding, “ignoring 
our pleas against such a move.” 
the hostel was established in 
1997 to help members of the 
tribal community, who often have 
no access to education.

“We have been offering hostel 
facilities for students from poor 
families who study in a nearby 
government school. Among them 
brilliant students were picked 
up and admitted to good schools 
for better education,” Kidangan 
said. “but now the administration 
under mounting pressure from 
the right-wing hindu groups, 
sealed the hostel and shifted the 
boys on the ground that our land 
record missed a signature from 
the district collector.” he said the 
government took advantage of 
a clerical error in the property 
filing, and used it to confiscate 
the property, and that they are 
appealing the decision in court.

Pakistan Gives Christian Man 
Death Sentence

(Christian Post): A Pakistani 
court has sentenced a Christian 
man to death after he was ac-
cused of texting a blasphemous 
poem to a muslim friend through 
WhatsApp. Nadeem James, who 
was arrested and charged with 
the crime of insulting the mus-
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lim prophet after a muslim friend 
complained to the police about an 
alleged message received through 
the mobile app, was officially sen-
tenced to capital punishment, ac-
cording to his defence attorney.

James was charged under a 
section of the Pakistani criminal 
code, which calls for those 
who insult muhammad to be 
punished with death or life 
imprisonment.

his advocate Wakeel vowed 
that James, who maintains that 
he was falsely accused of the 
crime because he married a 
muslim woman who converted 
to Christianity, will appeal the 
sentence to the nation’s high 
court. Wakeel asserted that his 
client “has been framed.”

Priest Recounts Capture, 
Liberation

(UCAN): Salesian father tom 
Uzhunnalil was sitting in a 
room in an unknown location 
— one of several he had been 
relocated to during his 18-
month imprisonment — when he 
received some unexpected news.

“those who kept me came and 
said, ‘i bring you good news. We 
are sending you home,’” father 
Uzhunnalil told reporters in 
rome.

the Salesian priest from india 
was kidnapped in 2016, from a 

home for the aged and disabled, 
run by the missionaries of Charity 
in Aden, Yemen. on that day, four 
missionaries of Charity and 12 
others were murdered in the 
attack by uniformed gunmen.

“i thank god Almighty for this 
day, for keeping me safe, healthy, 
clear minded; my emotions were 
in control until now,” he said after 
regaining his composure.

Although reports following his 
kidnapping suggested the attack 
was carried out by the so-called 
islamic State, father Uzhunnalil 
said his captors never identified 
themselves. “Why they did not 
kill me, i don’t know,” he said. 
“Perhaps they wanted some ran-
som or whatever it is.” he spent 
most of his days praying. father 
Uzhunnalil said he found consola-
tion in the words of a hymn, “one 
day at a time, sweet Jesus.”

First Arrests Under Jharkhand’s 
Conversion Law

(Matters India): Police in 
Jharkhand arrested six persons 
for allegedly violating a new 
law the state passed recently 
to check religious conversions. 
the arrests took place under the 
thethaitanagar police station in 
Simdega district. the arrested are 
Sanjay manjhi, balmuni Kumari, 
James baa, Dashrath Kerketta, 
Kalinda manjhi and Jagdish 
manjhi. the arrests took place 
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within a month of the newly-
enacted Jharkhand freedom of 
religion Act 2017 that prescribes 
as much as a 4-year jail term with 
fines as punishment for forced 
conversions.

Only 6% Of Brits Practicing 
Christians

(Christian Post): only 6 percent 
of british adults are practicing 
Christians, a new survey 
commissioned by the Church 
of England has found, defining 
the term as those who read the 
bible, pray, and attend church 
on a regular basis. the survey 
found that the reported decline 
of Christian believers in the 
U.K. might be even steeper than 
suggested, as 55 percent of the 
faithful admitted they never read 
the bible. Another 33 percent said 
they never attend church, while 
29 percent said they never pray.

China Bans Children Attending 
Church

(Breit Bart): in one of its more 
drastic moves to date, China’s 
ruling Communist Party has 
issued notices warning Christian 
parents not to take their children 
to church or they “will be dealt 
with severely.” the authorities 
have told more than a hundred 
Christian churches that children 
are now forbidden from 
attending church services and 
joining Christian groups. this 

move may be partly in response 
to a study from the University 
of Shanghai, which found that 
more than 60 percent of students 
were interested in learning more 
about Christianity and that the 
number of the young in official 
and underground Christian 
communities has been steadily 
increasing. Along with students, 
school teachers have also been 
banned from attending church.

Tribal Christians Protest 
‘Grab Land, Divide People’

(Indian Express): twenty-
two Christian bodies and tribal 
organisations held a rally in ranchi 
to protest against the religious 
freedom bill, 2017 and the 
amendment to Land Acquisition 
Act, 2013, alleging that these 
are attempts to divide the tribal 
population along religious lines 
while grabbing their land. “on 
the face of it, they look like laws 
in two different spheres but they 
are related,” Chairman of All india 
Churches Committee said. 

Anti-conversion Bill Against 
Constitution

(Hindustan Times): A new assault 
on the minority community is the 
approval by the Jharkhand Cabinet 
of a stringent anti-conversion law, 
titled in characteristic double-
speak, as the religious freedom 
Bill, 2017. It contains stiff jail 
sentences and fines for converting 
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@ Pune - November 29-30, 2017
Topics

• income tax Act as applicable 
to voluntary organizations.

• foreign Contribution  
regulation Act 2010.

•  the Lokpal and Lokayuktas 
Act, 2013

• Children home management
• Negotiable instruments Act

 
Venue: 

THE SAMRAT HOTEL
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opp. Pune railway 
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Resource Persons
CA. Raja B Singh 

(r K Khanna & Associates) 
Mr. Nadirshaw K Dhondy 
(Supreme Court Advocate)

Mr. T Shankar Suresh 
(training Coordinator, 

Cim)

Local Coordinator 
Rev. Sumesh Jacob 

9011 530 827Registration Fee:  `2500

@  Bhopal – December 6-7, 2017
Topics
• formation and management 

of organisation

• income tax Act as applicable 
to voluntary organizations.

• foreign Contribution 
regulation Act 2010.

• the Lokpal and Lokayuktas 
Act, 2013

• Children home management

• indian Constitution

• gSt

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Venue: 
Pastoral Centre 

Asha Niketan Campus, 
e/6 Arera Colony, 

bhopal - 462 016  m.P

Resource Persons
CA Simon Rodrigues 

(Chartered Accountant)  
Mr. T Shankar Suresh  
(training Coordinator, 

Cim))

Local Coordinators 
Rev. Sam B Francis 

989 326 6945

Pr. Deepak Daniel 
999 317 4777

Registration Fee: `2500

Fee covers cost of Seminar Materials, Lunch and Tea 
Registration fee of ` 1000 to be paid in advance for each seminar.
Balance to be paid at the venue.

Please send the Registration fee by demand draft or at par cheque 
favouring

“CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT”, payable at Chennai.

(Net transfer facility available on request)

Director – Training, CIM 
No. 1405, 4th Street, 

golden Colony, 
Anna Nagar West extn., 

Chennai 600050 
044-26251530-33 | 

9445922745|  
training@cimindia.in

MANAGEMENT SEMINAR for

Charitable and Religious 
Organisations
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people through ‘allurement’ or 
‘coercion’.

Christians constitute a small 
4.3% of the population of 
Jharkhand. the same tribal 
family may have adherents of the 
animist Sarna faith (comprising 
nearly 13% of the population), 
Christians and persons who 
identify themselves as hindus. 
Left to themselves, tribal families 
and communities live with 
peace with this diversity of faith 
practices. but the propaganda of 
the right-wing, now backed by 
the state government, aggravated 
by the draconian anti-conversion 
law, will tear apart these families 
and communities.

the ultra right-wing regards 
islam and Christianity to be ‘for-
eign’ religions, and therefore re-
quires their adherents to respect 
hindu culture and practices. Par-
ticularly in large tribal states like 
Jharkhand, odisha and Chhat-
tisgarh, the political strategy of 
choice has been to target, defame 
and intimidate Christians, with 
violence against their shrines, 
priests, nuns and women, and 
with laws that criminalise con-
versions to Christianity.

organisations like the rSS have 
never reconciled to the fundamen-
tal guarantee of the Constitution. 
they rail against the ‘menace’ of 
Christian conversions allegedly 
funded by big foreign money. it 

matters little that the facts don’t 
bear out their claims. Christians 
constituted 2.5% of india’s popu-
lation in 1981, and 2.3% in 1991, 
2001 and 2011. if large-scale 
conversions were indeed occur-
ring, their numbers would have 
swelled. this sustained misinfor-
mation has resulted in profound 
and sometimes violent schisms 
between Christian and other trib-
al people.

Nepal Passes Anti-conversion, 
Potential Blasphemy Law

(ADF International): Nepal’s 
President has signed a bill which 
will severely restrict religious 
freedom in her country. the 
Parliament passed legislation 
criminalising religious conversion 
and the hurting of religious 
feelings. human rights groups 
now fear a crackdown on religious 
minorities, curbing their right to 
freely worship. these concerns 
are not baseless as 8 Christians 
were arrested in 2016 because 
they shared a comic book on Jesus 
with children.

“every person should have the 
right to live out their faith freely. 
the new laws that Nepal wants 
to adopt do not comply with 
international law and the human 
rights treaties the country has 
signed. the fundamental right to 
religious freedom includes the 
practice and sharing of a belief,” 
said the Legal Counsel and 
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Director of ADf india, who is an 
expert in human rights law.

the new bill is similar to 
blasphemy laws in Pakistan, 
where it is punishable by law to 
insult another’s religion. these 
vaguely defined laws are often 
abused to harass minorities. 
the proposed law also restricts 
conversions.

Christianity Could Vanish 
From Middle East

(Christian Post): A draft document 
by members of the global 
Christian community is warning 
that unless the course is reversed, 
Christians could be driven out 
of their ancient homelands in 
the middle east entirely in less 
than a decade. russian News 
Agency tASS shared details of the 
draft memorandum of the 3rd 
international Christian forum 
in moscow, which detailed how 
over the past 10 years the middle 
east’s Christian population has 
shrunk by 80 percent.

the draft memorandum 
positions that Christianity “will 

vanish” from its homeland by the 
middle of the next decade if radical 
islam’s attacks on Christians are 
not stopped.

Anniversary Of Kandhamal 
Pogrom

(Asia News): more than 3,000 
people attended the ninth anni-
versary of Kandhamal pogroms 
to recall the suffering of Chris-
tians in 2008, targeted by hindu 
radicals for their faith. Partici-
pants marched in procession and 
submitted a memorandum to the 
government. 

overall, the pogrom forced 
55,000 Christians to flee, with 
5,600 houses and 415 villages 
raided and set on fire. According 
to government figures, 38 peo-
ple were killed and two women 
raped. Scores of people were in-
jured and permanently maimed. 
the church and social activists 
reported instead the destruction 
of almost 300 churches, plus con-
vents, schools, hostels and wel-
fare facilities. At least 91 people 
died, 38 immediately, 41 from 
injuries sustained in the violence, 
and 12 in police action.

ReadeRs!
IF yOU LIKE THIs MaGazINE, TELL OTHERs. IF NOT, TELL Us.  

EITHER Way, WE WOULD LIKE TO HEaR FROM yOU.

LIGHT OF LIFE 
P.O.BOx NO.4576, 21, yMCa ROaD, MUMBaI, CENTRaL, MUMBaI 400 008 

E-MaIL: LIGHTOFLIFE1@REDIFFMaIL.COM
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In keeping with the advance of technology and the 
changing reading habits of people, Light of Life brought 
out a digital magazine in the PDF format in 2014. This 
is an exact digital copy of the magazine suitable for large 
computer screens. Since then, it has become evident that a 
large number of readers of digital media prefer to use their 
smartphones for quick reading. We are glad to bring out an 
ad-free, hyperlinked version for such readers in the EPUB 
format. Visit the web site at www.lightoflife-india.com/dm/
dm.html where samples of both versions are available.

The PDF version will be available at the above web page 
for downloading at the beginning of each month. Subscribers 
will be provided with a monthly password for opening these 
files.

The EPUB version will be available from October 2017, 
and will be sent by email to the subscribers each month.

The subscription rate for the PDF version is Rs. 200 per 
year and for the EPUB version it is Rs. 250 per year. You can 
subscribe by sending the amount by electronic bank transfer 
to the Light of Life savings bank account No. 003601021256 
(IFSC code ICIC0000036) in the Maratha Mandir Branch of 
ICICI Bank followed by intimating the details by email to 
lightoflife1@rediffmail.com or lightoflife2777@gmail.com

Or, you can send the subscription through cheque/DD 
drawn in favour of Light of Life Magazine, to 21 YMCA 
Road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400008. But it is important 
to send your email as well as postal address.

Pass the word around!

Light of Life
DigitAL mAgAZiNe
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