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YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 
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Knowledge For All

thank you for sending the 
magazine regularly. all the 
articles are very good. especially 
the article, ‘Love that will not 
let me go’ by K. P. Luke Vydhian, 
and ‘as for me and my house’ by 
Christiana Joseph are very useful 
and interesting. May the good 
Lord bless all who take their time 
and knowledge for the good of 
all.

Elizabeth Arthur, Vellore, TN

Cannot Approve

had the ‘Chewing Chaw’ chewed 
the cud a little more he would 
not have leapt into the mouths of 
North Sentinel cannibals. hardly 
can we approve of this kind of 
audacious and callow martyrdom. 
Christians had better eschew 
rationalising and glorifying 
irrational martyrdoms.

P. Kanagaraj, Tirunelveli, TN

Light of Life
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SUBSCRiBeRS
We will be happy to send samples copies 

of the Light of Life magazine to people you 
think are potential subscribers. 

Send their names and addresses to:
Light of Life 
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Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400 008. 
email: lightoflife2777@gmail.com;  
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Editorial

DARE WE QUESTION AUTHORITY?

among the different 
trends we notice in 
Christianity all over 

the world, one very damaging 
trend is an unhealthy emphasis 
on spiritual authority. “touch 
not the Lord’s anointed” 
(Psa.105:15) is becoming a 
common rebuke against anyone 
who dares to question someone 
in authority. the example of 
David who refrained from killing 
Saul who was pursuing him to 
kill him – because Saul was the 
‘Lord’s anointed’ (1Sam.24:6) – 
is held up as the ultimate lesson 
for ‘rebellious’ spirits. another 
example is that of the Roman 
centurion who acknowledged 
before Jesus that he was a man 
‘under authority’, showing us 
that it is that submissive attitude 
towards those placed above us 
that will lead us to the kind of faith 
that this man had (Matt.8:9,10). 
this emphasis on authority tells 
us to stay ‘under the cover’ of 
authority in order to be safe.

examples to warn us not to 
dare to question authority are 
given from aaron and Miriam 
who thought that they too were 
qualified to be leaders and not 
just Moses (Num.12:1,2), and 
Korah and others who accused 
Moses of exalting himself over 
everyone (Num.16:1-3). god 
punished Miriam with leprosy 
for this proud outburst and 
made the earth to open up 
and swallow Korah and his 
supporters alive.

Most people do not quote in 
this context the example of Jesus 
who brazenly spoke out against 
the Pharisees who were actually 
spiritual authorities above him 
as a man, or the newbie Paul who 
publicly stood up against the 
senior apostle Peter, when the 
latter strayed away from the truth 
(when Peter who had understood 
and acted upon the truth that god 
no longer made any distinction 
between the Jews and the gentiles 
moved away from mingling with 



9Light of Life May 2019

Editorial
the gentiles when some Jews 
came – gal.2:11-14).

as a result of the emphasis 
on avoiding rebellion and not 
touching the Lord’s anointed, 
many people are afraid of 
questioning their leaders when 
they go wrong. this sets up 
the leaders to assume more 
power for themselves over their 
followers, and as Lord acton 
famously asserted, “Power tends 
to corrupt; absolute power 
corrupts absolutely.” Some of 
them get exposed and fall from 
their position, but many others 
continue to wield their authority 
and demand ‘unquestioning 
submission’.

god appoints people in 
authority so that they may take 
responsibility for the people in 
their care and care for them as 
a mother towards her children 
(1thes.2:7). he does not want 
them to lord it over the others 
as if their authority was their 
own and not entrusted to them 
by god (1Pet.5:2,3). Jesus tells us 
not to seek titles and positions of 
honour before people or to exalt 
ourselves over others because we 
are ‘all brothers’ (Matt.23:6-12).  
of course, open rebellion and 
rebellious spirits are to be kept 
out of the church just as god did 
to Lucifer when he desired to be 
like god (isa.14:13-15). Miriam 
and Korah went absolutely wrong 
in wanting to make themselves 

equal to or above Moses who was 
anointed as their leader. But that 
is not the same as leaders lording 
it over their flocks. In one case 
rebellion has to be quashed, but 
in the other case, authority has 
to be recognised as having been 
given for the good of the others 
and not for the leaders exalting 
themselves (2Cor.13:10).

in Psalms 105:10-15 it is clear 
that “Do not touch My anointed 
ones” refers to the people of 
israel and not just their leaders. 
there is also a reference here to 
god telling King Balak of Moab 
that israel was a blessed people 
and that he could not harm them. 
it is not right to take this phrase 
as if it refers only to ‘anointed’ 
leaders.

When people are taught, “Judge 
not!” under the kind of regime 
that unrealistically exalts leaders 
above the people, the leaders 
lose the opportunity to receive 
feedback on their life and ministry 
and the people get bound down 
and prevented from growing up. 
then the people are given the 
wrong impression that no matter 
what leaders do, the people have 
no right to question them. Many 
leaders also threaten the people 
with dire consequences if they 
question them or leave their 
church. Submission is taught as 
if it has to be totally passive and 
unquestioning. in other words, 
authority is given the right to 
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override truth and reality! isn’t 
this distortion going to end up 
in destroying the work of the 
church?

Discernment is a mark of 
maturity, and a part of that is to 
be able to detect when someone 
or something is straying off 
from what is right and proper. it 
recognises the fact that anyone 
can go wrong because we are all 
only people, after all, whether 
someone is a leader or not. When 
a Jewish rabbi called Paul from 
Jerusalem came to Berea and 
started interpreting the scriptures 
in a new way, the Jews there did 
not accept it straightaway. they 
listened to what he had to say, 
and then went on to check for 
themselves whether it agreed with 
the scriptures (acts.17:10,11). 
Should they have told themselves 
instead, “this man is a rabbi. 
Who are we to question him?” 
Should Paul have looked at Peter 
and thought to himself, “how 
dare i question this Peter who 
is recognised as the chief of the 
apostles and one who was among 
the three disciples close to Jesus?” 
yet, this is what some leaders are 
teaching their people to do!

None of us is without error. one 
of the ways god protects us from 
going totally wrong is to place 
us among other people who can 
balance us out. if we want to get 
rid of the sinful attitudes, thoughts 
and behaviours which we find in 

ourselves we sometimes need 
help from the others. this help 
could even be in the form of 
correction or rebuke! Many 
times we are totally unaware of 
the wrong things we say and do, 
even when some of the others can 
notice them easily. When one of 
them points out one of our faults, 
is it not god helping us through 
them?

how wrong it will be for a leader 
to imagine that only someone 
higher up in the hierarchy can 
correct him! god sometimes 
uses a donkey to correct an 
erring prophet! if it wasn’t for 
that donkey, Balaam would have 
ended up getting killed by an 
angel (Num.22:22-33)! Sadly 
Balaam did not learn his lesson 
even after this, and went on to 
sell himself for wealth to King 
Balak and ultimately got killed as 
a judgment from god.

it takes honesty and courage 
to receive correction. Sometimes 
it is our insecurity about being 
seen as a person who is less 
than the image we want to give 
others that makes us put up a 
fortress around us with “Judge 
not”, “Do not touch the Lord’s 
anointed”, etc. But actually, those 
who humble themselves will get 
approval from God first and also 
respect from people ultimately.

on the other side, it will be 
unfaithfulness to the truth, if 
someone notices a leader going 
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wrong and chooses to save his 
own position or reputation. of 
course, we cannot go around 
telling everyone whatever fault 
we see in them. first of all, we 
have to examine ourselves to see 
if we would be able to speak the 
truth in love and humility and 
if our intention is solely for the 
other person’s good. Secondly, 
we must remember that every 
fault we notice is not serious 
enough to warrant immediate 
intervention, and our love should 
overlook a lot of faults. thirdly, 
we also have to recognise the fact 
that not everyone will have an ear 
to hear and that we should not 
throw pearls before swine. the 
best place to start, if we notice 
something wrong, is to take the 
matter to the Lord in prayer, 
intercede for the leaders and seek 
wisdom from god before taking 
any action. the worst thing to 
do is to talk to everyone around 
about the leader’s faults.

of course, there is a chance 
that those who question the 
leaders will get penalised. there 
are many cases where they are 
vilified as being of a rebellious 

or divisive spirit, those who are 
seeking position, those who are 
disgruntled because they did not 
receive enough recognition, etc. 
in many cases, they get thrown 
out of the church and, in some 
cases, others are warned not to 
have any fellowship with them. in 
the old testament, we have the 
story of King asa who started well 
as a king, but who went wrong 
by putting hanani the prophet 
in prison, when he came to warn 
him (2Chr.16:7-10).

What happens when no one 
dares to address the wrong 
direction some leader is taking? 
the chances are that he becomes 
more fixed in his error and then 
he will end up taking the people 
also in the wrong direction. god 
will finally expose the error, but 
by then a lot of damage may 
have been already done. Many 
examples of this can be seen in 
the annals of human history and 
sadly in church history too.

Jacob Ninan 

We count on 
your prayers!

As we at Light of Life seek to fulfil this ministry for the edification of our readers, we seek 
your prayers for God’s  anointing, blessings, provisions and guidance. Thank you.
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FOLLOWING THE WAYS 
OF THE WORLD?

Heathenism and paganism are abhorrent to the Lord.

T. A. PRABHU KIRAN

Can Christians follow the 
customs and traditions of 
other religions, especially 

those of hinduism? Many issues, 
like muhurthaas, vasthu, dowry 
and other heathen customs are 
becoming parts of present day 
Christendom in india. this has 
been a contentious issue for long. 
Some advocate that we should be 
away from them, but there are 
many liberals who see nothing 
wrong in following them. after 
all, they justify, we are just a small 
part of a huge world and, as such, 
we cannot afford to be living in 
isolation by shunning them.

the Lord rightly reminds us of 
indicting his people in prophet 
Jeremiah’s times on the same 
count, demanding to know from 
them, “Now, why you go to egypt 
to drink water from the Nile and 
why go to assyria to drink water 
from the euphrates?” (Jer.2:18).

Nile is one of the greatest rivers 
that flow through nine African 
countries before emptying its 
waters into the Mediterranean 
Sea in egypt. euphrates too is 

a great Middle eastern river 
flowing through Assyria, Turkey 
and iraq before draining into the 
sea in iraq, known as the cradle of 
great Mesopotamian civilisations 
in human history. But even before 
those civilisations saw their 
growth and started impacting 
the world, god foresaw the 
ungodly impact of Mesopotamian 
civilisations, one of them being 
the ‘aryan Civilisation’, that 
brought hinduism to india. 
then, in his own time, god called 
abraham out of Ur and haran, 
from Mesopotamia, to lead him 
and his family to the land of 
Canaan with the promise that 
he would bless abraham and all 
his generations there. and the 
Lord also blessed that abraham 
would be a blessing to the world’s 
nations. and after 4500 years of 
this promise, we all now see this 
promise becoming a reality in the 
gospel of Jesus Christ.

the beauty of god’s thinking 
is, he has utter disregard for the 
things, calculations and traditions 
that the world perceives to be 
the ‘great ones’! otherwise, the 
mighty ones and the millionaires 
of this world would have been 
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enjoying the prime and focal 
positions, in place of not so 
beautiful and the broken earthen 
vessels, like you and me, called to 
contain and carry his heavenly 
treasure today. instead of leading 
abraham and his wife out of 
Mesopotamia, the Lord could 
have blessed them in that land 
itself and enabled abraham to 
spread his tents on the banks 
of the great euphrates River. 
the Lord could even have led 
abraham further south to another 
land called egypt which is on the 
banks of the great River Nile. 
Remember, these rivers cradled 
some of the leading civilisations 
of the day. But, instead, the 
Lord chose to lead abraham 
into a relatively obscure, not so 
beautiful and not so prosperous 
land of Canaan that has just a 
small river called Jordan which is 
not even the size of a small canal 
of euphrates and Nile. Moreover, 
two thirds of Canaan consists of 
a barren desert that is of no use. 
Mesopotamia and egypt too had 
deserts, but the Lord had hidden 
the oil reserves under them that 
catapulted them to prosperity 
today. But though Canaan too 
is a part of that great desert, 
mysteriously it has no oil reserves 
and this is the province that the 
Lord had promised as inheritance 
to abraham. truly, god’s ways 
are not only mysterious, but also 
unfathomable to human minds.

God Their Refuge

the real problem started after 
god’s people occupied and started 
living in the Promised Land. 
every time they had famine or 
felt insecure in the face of raiding 
neighbouring enemies, they tried 
to seek the support of either 
assyria in the north or egypt 
down south, disregarding the fact 
that the all-powerful god is their 
refuge and their protector. 

this happened many times in 
the old testament times and the 
policy of looking to Nile and eu-
phrates nations was rampant with 
the kings who ruled the Promised 
Land though it was split into two. 
Menahem in israel (2Kgs.15:14-
22) and ahaz in Judah had court-
ed assyria (2Kgs.15:19;16:7-8); 
hezekiah, Babylon (isa.39); ho-
shea had sought the help from 
egypt (2Kgs17:4). the prophet 
hosea had openly rebuked their 
policies (hos.5:13;7:11;8:9). even 
under hezekiah, there was a par-
ty seeking the egyptian alliance 
(isa.18,19,31). they forgot the 
very premise that they should be 
the separated and sanctified gen-
eration in the world proclaiming 
the glory of god, the reason why 
the land of Canaan was promised 
as inheritance. god separated 
them from the world’s greatest 
civilisations to become the sanc-
tified people unto Him. He want-
ed them to be the torchbearers of 
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god’s light and truth to the world 
through Jesus Christ. But tragi-
cally they came up with strategic 
alliances with same people from 
whom they were separated.

Superior Way

every time the subject of today’s 
Christians trying to adopt some of 
the non-Christian traditions and 
customs with soft attitude comes 
up, i hear the same question from 
god ringing in my ears. the Lord 
would keep asking, “have i not 
given you a blessed and a superior 
way of life in Christ which is self-
sufficient in all? Why do you 
need the waters of euphrates 
and Nile that gave birth to idol 
worshipping civilisations, when 
i gave you the living waters in 
Jesus who is born and brought 
up on the banks of river Jordan? 
Did i not give you the bread of 
life in Jesus, but yet you look for 
the bread crumbs of the ungodly 
customs and traditions i abhor so 
much?” this is my basic question 
too and i will stop here instead of 
going forward to discussing the 
desirability, merits and demerits 
of those traditions and customs.

When god says ‘no’ to 
something, it is final. And no one 
is entitled to start the debate or 
to raise questions about it. My 
only reason for not even willing 
to look into the subject is the fact 
that god in his wisdom felt it an 
absolute necessity to separate 

us from those civilisations in the 
times of abraham itself and we 
will not be pardoned if i go after 
them now.

We have been called to be his 
sanctified people in the midst 
of heathen and pagan societies. 
heathenism and paganism are 
subjects of abhorrence to the 
Lord, for they stem from the 
‘lifestyle’ built on ungodliness. 
the Lord never permitted his 
people mingling with the natives 
in the Promised Land, but to 
annihilate them lest they should 
defile themselves. Though the 
word ‘annihilation’ sounds too 
harsh, in the lines of genocide, 
to be attributed to an ever loving 
god, it has to be understood as the 
Lord’s surest way of ‘insulating’ 
his people from the cruellest and 
filthiest religious practices like 
child sacrifice, temple prostitution 
and debauchery of the natives. i 
am not sure any measure other 
than annihilation would have 
ensured chastity and the purity 
of the way of life the Lord was 
teaching his people apprenticing 
in Canaan. Will he now pardon 
us if we try to contaminate his 
ways?

T. A. Prabhu Kiran  
is a journalist-turned-

evangelist, based in 
Hyderabad. He is also a 

Bible teacher, conference 
speaker and writer. 
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SMS/Cal l: 9496261095  
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 BIBLE COURSE ! 
STUDY AT HOME ! 

These pie charts indicate clearly that during the 113  (1900-2013)
years the growth of christianity has come down worldwide. WHY?..

HAVE YOU EVER THOUGHT ABOUT IT? The Answer is simple...The 
Christians forgot the Bible…Here is the Solution …….

INTRODUCING THE TRUTH AND FREEDOM BIBLE 
CORRESPONDENCE COURSE

 Truth And Freedom  Bible School  offers  free  Bible course in English.
The admission to the study programme is open to all irrespective of 
place, religion, denomination,education, profession,etc .Obtain a 

certificate on completion. If you are interested,please write /SMS or 
email your complete postal address with pincode and phone number.

Our Bible course is also available in  
Hindi, Telugu, Malayalam, Tamil, Nepali,  

Burmese and Tedim Chin             

Courtesy: National  Geographic Answer Book, Page:233, 2017  
Published by Impulse Marketing

1900 
National geographic

others: 65.5%

Christianity: 34.5%

2013 
National geographic

others: 67.1%

Christianity: 32.9%
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BARTIMAEUS
The testimony he left behind.

STANLEY MEHTA

the gospel of Mark tells 
us the story of Jesus in 
a particular way. his 

first 3 ½ years’ ministry is told 
in chapters 1-10. that’s like an 
introduction. his real intention 
is to lead us to the climax by 
narrating to us the purpose for 
which Jesus came on earth. Mark 
talks about the death, burial and 
resurrection of Jesus in the next 
six chapters.

Mark tells us the story of the 
blind beggar, Bartimaeus. as Jesus 
and his disciples were leaving 
Jericho, a blind man, Bartimaeus, 
was sitting by the roadside 
begging. When he heard it was 
Jesus, he began to shout, “Jesus, 
Son of David, have mercy on me!” 
even though many told him to be 
quiet, he shouted all the more. he 
told Jesus he wanted to see, and 
immediately Jesus healed him 
(Mk.10:46-52).

Bartimaeus Was Blind

he may have been blind from 
birth, or may have become blind 
later in life. he may have had 
medical treatment, but without 
any success. Some sicknesses 
do not get healed even with 
treatment.

While Bartimaeus was physi-
cally blind, some are spiritually 
blind, and others are mentally 
blocked and confused without 
any direction in life.

in india, the Mughal ruler Shah 
Jahan built the famous monument, 
the taj Mahal. his son aurangzeb, 
became king after him. aurangzeb 
was born with a silver spoon in 
his mouth. the Mughal empire 
was at its peak. aurangzeb was 
also religious and built many 
masjids. But on his deathbed, 
history tells us, he said, “i do not 
know where i have come from, 
why i have come and where am 
i going. i do not know anything.” 
he had eyes, but could not see. 
he was rich, but could not see. he 
was educated, but could not see. 
he was powerful, but could not 
see. he was religious, but could 
not see. he had eyesight; but, in 
every other way, he was blind; 
this is not much different from 
many people right now.

Bartimaeus Was A Beggar

he was poor and powerless. he 
was dependant and oppressed. 
he sat on the roadside begging, 
living on the mercy of others, 
perhaps, cursed by some. he had 
limited choices and left with no 
dignity.
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in some homes there is money, 
but sometimes the wife is made to 
feel like a beggar. In some offices, 
you almost feel like a beggar, even to 
take your rightful privileged leave 
or ask any favour from the boss.

Bartimaeus Had No Bright 
Future

he was unwanted and alone, 
despised and, at times, accused. 
and often people keep a distance 
from such people. he was destined 
to remain a blind beggar for life. 
Like any other beggar, especially 
a blind beggar, he would have felt 
rejected and forsaken.

how many of us are rejected 
and forsaken? isn’t it true, that 
a wife may be rejected because 
she was not the first choice of her 
husband? Likewise, children feel 
rejected as they did not fare well 
in their studies.

one man shared that his father 
in anger hit him with a hammer 
on his hands, permanently 
damaging them. another woman 
said that her husband poured 
kerosene over her and she ran 
for her life. Many years ago, my 
neighbour, a mother, got irritated 
with her son, and when she was 
cooking, she took the burning 
coal and in her anger jabbed the 
boy with it. Some fathers are 
drunkards and gamblers, and the 
kids are sent to buy liquor from 
the bar. Sometimes, the kids have 
to search for their drunken father, 

who is often lying in the gutter. 
Some couples are living under the 
same roof, but have no married 
life. No hope, no future.

But what did Bartimaeus do?
1. He heard. he was blind, but his 
ears were sharp. he had probably 
heard about the ministry of Jesus. 
he would have heard that Jesus 
had healed at least three other 
blind people. a blind man can 
pick up the conversations among 
people in the market place.
Perhaps he had heard more 
than that. he might have heard 
that Jesus fed 5000, calmed the 
storm, walked on water, cast out 
demons, raised people from the 
dead. he has heard that Jesus 
was the descendant of David, and 
that Jesus claimed that god was 
his father. and that Jesus had 
authority to forgive sins. in all 
this, his faith arose. he connected 
the dots.
his hope arose. he thought, “Could 
i ever get to meet Jesus? Would he 
heal me as he has healed others?” 
Perhaps he prayed for a chance 
meeting with Jesus.
and, lo and behold, he heard that 
Jesus was going to pass that way. 
So, today was the day where his 
prayer could be answered. today 
was the day when opportunity 
came almost to his doorstep. and 
he decided to grab the opportunity 
fully. it was now or never. today 
is the day of salvation.
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his emotions must have soared. 
Physically, he was blind, but 
spiritually he had sight, and saw 
much more than sighted people.
2. He called. Bartimaeus called 
out in a loud voice, “Jesus, son 
of David, have mercy on me.” he 
recognised in his spirit that Jesus 
was the promised Messiah, the 
descendant of David. the Phari-
sees and Sadducees doubted all 
this, though they knew the Bible 
well. So Bartimaeus called upon 
Jesus with a loud voice. “Call unto 
Me, and i will answer,” says the 
Lord.
3. He refused to keep quiet. 
others rebuked him and asked 
him to be quiet. Some will always 
criticise. Some will always rebuke. 
Some think, Jesus is for the rich 
and powerful, educated and 
influential, while Bartimaeus was 
a blind and poor beggar. they 
thought Jesus would not have time 
for such downtrodden people.
Sometimes, our relatives or 
our neighbours hinder us from 
reaching out to Jesus. Sometimes, 
our education or our high 
qualifications restrict us and 
quietly advise us, “it does not 
look nice to shout.” Sometimes, 
our traditions, customs, rituals 
and our denomination hinder 
us from obeying the voice of our 
conscience.
But those who stopped Barti-
maeus would not cure his blind-

ness. So he shouted all the more. 
Jesus stopped.
4. He threw his garment. Jesus 
is never too busy. he has time for 
everybody. But he will not impose 
himself. he looks for faith and 
he will respond. So Bartimaeus 
jumped and threw his cloak. he 
did not want anything to hinder 
him. Perhaps, that cloth or the 
cloak had some coins that people 
had thrown towards him. But at 
this moment, there was some-
thing much more important than 
money.
5. He made a clear request. Jesus 
asked, “What do you want?” that, 
indeed, was a strange question. 
Jesus knows what our need is, but 
he still wants us to articulate our 
need.
that reminds me of a story of two 
guys who owned shops next to 
each other. each one tried to com-
pete with the other. it was a cut-
throat competition. one day, one 
shop owner, Jack, was seen clos-
ing his shop and walking away. 
the other shop owner, Jim, was 
a bit perplexed about why Jack 
closed his shop. he was told that 
Jack had gone to appease his gods 
and to obtain divine favour. and 
Jim realised that if Jack came back 
with divine favour, Jim would not 
be able to compete with that. So, 
Jim too closed his shop, ran after 
Jack, stood a few feet away from 
him and he too began his appease-
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Headmaster : Post graduate in any discipline with degree in education and 
minimum five years of teaching experience in any recognized 
CBSE or ICSE school.

TGT : Graduate or post graduate in English and social science and 
a degree in ducation.

PRT : Graduate in any discipline and degree or diploma in 
education.

Librarian : Graduate in any discipline with a degree in library science. 
Salary at par with the CBSE norms. Fluency in English and 
knowledge of computer is must in the all post.

Project manager : Candidate should be a committed Christian post graduate 
or graduate. To manage and supervise a skill development 
centre and an evening school for poor and weak children of 
the community.  Working knowledge in Hindi is desirable. 

Free campus accommodation will be provided, also provides 50% scholarship for 
teachers and staff wards.  

Interested candidate may send their application along with self attested copies of all 
certificates and estimonials and a recent passport size photograph to 

 stthomasschoolgyanpur@gmail.com  
or philippaulson1921@gmail.com./ Mobile : 9415268563

ST. Thomas is a Christian minority institution invites application from mission 
oriented Christian candidates for the following posts from June 2019.

St. Thomas School 
Gyanpur, Varnasi (U.P)  

(Affiliated to C.B.S.E.)
Contact No.: 8172803110 

Web: www.stthomasschoolgyanpur@gmail.com
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ment in order to gain some divine 
favour. Well, sometime later, an 
angel appeared and asked Jack 
what he wanted. Jack first asked 
the angel whether, after fulfill-
ing his wish, the angel would be 
fulfilling Jim’s wish as well. And 
he knew that no matter what he 
asked, Jim would ask for much 
more and Jack would be a loser. 
So Jack came up with a clever 
idea. he made his request to the 
angel, “give me double portion of 
whatever you give Jim.” and the 
angel then came to Jim to answer 
his prayer. Now Jim realised that 
no matter what he asked Jack, 
would get a double portion. So 
Jim came up with an ingenious 
idea. he asked the angel, “Make 
me blind in one eye, lame in one 
leg and paralysed in one hand.”
We realise that instead of coming 
down with blessings they both 
came down handicapped, in a 
situation far worse than when 
they went up. they went for 
divine favour, but came down 
with curses. their envy and 
jealousy, greed and competition 
made them lose sight of what they 
should have really asked from the 
angel.
So, even today, Jesus asks us, 
“What do you want?” What would 
be our answer? is our prayer 
dictated by greed, envy, jealousy, 
lust, ambition, selfishness? We are 
asked to seek first His kingdom 
and his righteousness. We are to 

be conformed to the image of his 
Son Jesus. We are told to set our 
mind on things above. 
6. He followed Jesus. Bartimaeus, 
after he was healed, did not 
pursue money or a job abroad, or 
run to fulfil some career goal. He 
did not seek a life of leisure and 
pleasure. instead, he became a 
follower of Jesus.
he was blind, but now he could 
see. he was lonely, but now he 
found a true friend in Jesus. he 
was a beggar, now he became a 
disciple, a follower of Jesus. he 
was in the darkness, but now he 
was in the light. he had no hope, 
but now he had a bright future 
with Jesus.
Do we have eyes to see who Jesus 
is? Do we know what Jesus has 
done? Do we know what Jesus 
has to offer to us? Jesus is the only 
Saviour of the world. he can save 
you from sin, from sickness and 
from death. only he can forgive 
your sin, and give you a brand 
new life. he can reconcile you to 
the father. only Jesus can bring 
peace and joy in your heart. in 
Jesus, there is light of life, hope 
and future, purpose and vision. 
So why not follow him?

Stanley Mehta  
is a former pastor and 

present chairman of 
Gateway Ministries 

International. He resides in 
Bengaluru.
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CONTEND FOR THE FAITH
A deeper meaning than defence of faith

Jude’s epistle, consisting of 
just one chapter of 25 verses, 
is no doubt one of the shortest 

books in the Bible. But nevertheless, 
it carries a message that is strong, 
that remains as relevant today as 
it was at the time of its writing, i.e., 
between 60 to 65 aD. the message 
of Jude’s epistle is not only relevant, 
but also extremely important for 
Christians to take heed and to 
seriously adopt as part of their 
lives. although short, the epistle is 
not easy to comprehend. it requires 
our serious attention to grasp what 
the author wants to convey.

there is absolutely no confusion 
here about the authorship of 
this short epistle. The first verse 
itself makes it clear. it is written 
by Jude, the brother of James. 
Both James and Jude, children 
of Mary and Joseph grew up in 
Nazareth under the shadow of 
their eldest brother, Jesus. But 
Jude, calls himself a bondservant 
of Jesus, displaying the humility 
becoming of a true Christian. 
We know that during the days of 
Jesus’ public ministry on earth, 
James and Jude as were their 
other brothers, sceptical of Jesus’ 
claims as the Son of the Most high. 
it was only after the resurrection 

K. P. LUKE VYDHIAN of Jesus these two brothers of 
Jesus realised the truth of Jesus’ 
divinity and became pillars of the 
early church in Jerusalem.

Jude also makes it plain why 
and how he happened to write 
this epistle. in verse 3 he says, his 
original intention was to write 
about ‘salvation’, which is the 
great promise of Christian faith. 
But he had to change his mind, 
persuaded by the holy Spirit, to 
write instead, “exhorting you to 
contend earnestly for the faith 
which was once for all delivered to 
the saints.” in the very next verse 
he states the circumstances that 
caused him to make the change. 
“for certain men have crept in 
unnoticed, who long ago were 
marked out for this condemnation, 
ungodly men, who turn the grace 
of our god as into lewdness and 
deny the only Lord god and our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” Bible scholars 
surmise that Jude is referring to 
the ‘Gnostics’ who had infiltrated 
the ranks of the faithful in the first 
century, perverting the teachings 
of Christianity into licentiousness 
to indulge in all sort of immoral 
behaviour. it is to such people that 
Jude alludes to, as ungodly men 
marked out for condemnation 
long ago.
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the phrase, ‘contend for the 
faith’ has a deeper meaning 
than defence of faith. it involves 
painful struggle as the original 
greek word used by Jude for the 
word ‘contend’ indicates. it calls 
for a deeper commitment from us 
in holding on to the faith that was 
once for all entrusted to us.

Jude is serving a severe warning 
to those who fall prey to the 
ungodly, false teachers who have 
infiltrated stealthily into their 
ranks. he does so by showing 
examples from the past. The first 
example is about the children of 
israel, who were miraculously 
rescued from egypt, but all of 
them who started out from egypt 
perished in the desert because 
of their unbelief and lack of trust 
in the Lord. the only exceptions 
were Caleb and Joshua who 
stood out in contrast to the rest 
in trusting the Lord that he was 
capable of defeating the giants 
and handing over the Promised 
Land to them according to the 
promise made by him to their 
patriarchs long ago. all those 
who start out in earnest may not 
reach the destination, but only 
those who show perseverance 
till the end and finish well will 
receive the crown. Jude says all 
this in one short sentence, “the 
Lord delivered his people out of 
egypt, but later destroyed those 
who did not believe.”

the second example Jude quotes 
is about angels who strayed from 
appointed positions and indulged 
in sin. these angels are kept in 
darkness bound with everlasting 
chains for judgment on the great 
day. the reference is from the book 
of enoch, part of the apocrypha 
not included in the canonical 
Bible. Jude nevertheless uses it for 
his purpose of warning the saints 
from falling away. Jude also uses a 
third example, that of the people 
of Sodom and gomorrah and the 
surrounding towns who indulged 
in perversions and sexual 
immorality and suffered severe 
punishment. these are all pointed 
out by Jude as examples for us not 
to take our responsibility lightly 
or trifle with God, “for our God 
is a consuming fire” (Heb.12:20). 
We should bear in mind that our 
God who is love personified is 
also the god of righteousness.

Jude then accuses those who 
have crept into the church, of 
causing pollution to their own 
bodies; they reject authority 
and even slander celestial 
beings. here he adds to the old 
testament story of Moses’ death 
and burial. it is from Jude that 
we learn that the burial of Moses 
was carried out by the archangel 
Michael. But even when the 
archangel had to contest with the 
Devil for the body of Moses, Jude 
points out that he did not use any 
slanderous accusation against 
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the Devil, but gently chided him 
saying, “the Lord rebuke you.” 
this is a warning to each one of 
us who tend to condemn severely 
anything we do not understand 
or disagree about.

Jude now compares these 
infiltrators to three characters 
from the old testament who 
earned the wrath of God. The first 
among the three is Cain, the first 
murderer in human history. his 
problem was jealousy. god found 
the offerings of Abel his brother 
acceptable than his own offerings. 
that caused him to burn with 
jealousy going to the extent of 
killing his younger brother. Jude is 
accusing the false teachers of his 
day with jealousy that will have 
its own after effects. The second 
person Jude chooses from israel’s 
history is Balaam who was also a 
prophet of sorts but was enticed 
with the offer of money. God had 
to speak to him through a donkey 
in order to correct him. the Lord 
did not permit Balaam to curse 
israel as desired by Balak, the 
king of Moab. instead, he blessed 
israel. here it was correction that 
god applied, not punishment. But 
the third example is different. 
here the example is Korah, the 
man who rebelled against Moses, 
the servant of god. the result 
was a pathetic end to Korah and 
250 others who got swallowed 
up by the earth. Jude is serving 
here a severe warning to those 

who depart from god’s ways and 
want to follow their own selfish 
pursuits. Jude further condemns 
these false teachers using 
colourful similes and parallels. 
they are best reproduced as they 
are.

“these men are blemishes 
in your love feasts, eating with 
you without the slightest qualm 
– Shepherds who feed only 
themselves. they are clouds 
without rain, blown along with 
wind; autumn trees without fruits 
and uprooted – twice dead. they 
are wild waves of the sea foaming 
up their shame; wandering stars, 
for whom blackest darkness has 
been reserved forever.”

these men, who have corrupted 
the church with their presence, 
are like clouds that do not produce 
rain, and like trees that do not 
produce fruits in season. they 
are twice dead, meaning without 
hope of redemption, without 
any chance of escape. We are 
thoroughly warned from being in 
any way affected or influenced by 
these elements.

enoch, the 7th from adam, the 
first prophet who predicted the 
outcome of those defying the 
Lord’s ways, has written, “See the 
Lord is coming with thousands 
upon thousands of his holy ones 
to judge everyone and convict all 
ungodly of all ungodly acts they 
have done in the ungodly way, 
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1. Mentor Couple: with a strong faith based lifestyle, committed to serve 
the Lord Jesus and having passion to be involved in the transforming 
and pivotal task of shaping the lives of young boys.

 Desirable qualification: Post graduation in any stream.  (Preferable age 
30).

2. Coordinator for Primary Wing: (Ma/M.Sc and B.ed with minimum 5 
years teaching experience in iCSe/CBSe school) 

3. PGT teachers in the following : (to teach iSC syllabus)
• English (Ma english, B.ed)
•	 Mathematics	(M.Sc Maths, B.ed)
•	 Physics	(M.Sc Physics, B.ed)
•	 Chemistry	(M.Sc Chem, B.ed)
•	 Botany/Zoology	(M.Sc, B.ed)
•	 History	(M.a, B.ed)
•	 Economics (M.a, B.ed)
•	 Librarian	(any Degree with B.Lib)

Candidates must be fluent in speaking english. it is preferable to have 
previous teaching experience. 
4. Learning support teacher  

 (M.a/M.Sc in Psychology oR any degree with B.ed in Special education 
as regular course) 

 the school has a department catering to students with special 
needs like learning disabilities, aDhD, Communication and language 
difficulties etc.

all inquiries and resumes for teaching positions can be sent to: 
principal@shishyaschool.in

for more information about the school visit our School  
Website: www.shishyaschool.in 

Shishya has a hostel for boys from challenged background, with an aim 
to give them love, quality life and education.  

  *Desirable Attribute: Committed, honest believer in Christ, with a 
sense of call and vision for youth

Shishya Public School
        atak farm, Village Kheri, P.o. Selaqui,  

Dehradun 248011 Uttarakhand, india
Contact No: 07535802006; 8057435360 

(Affiliated to CISCE, New Delhi, ICSE syllabus)
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and of all harsh words ungodly 
sinners have spoken against him.” 
here, once again, Jude is quoting 
from a text outside the canonical 
Bible. But he uses it to good effect. 
Note the number of times the 
word ungodly is used. that is a 
distinguishing feature of the end 
times predicted by the apostles. 
People will become ungodly in 
their outlook. godliness will 
become a joke. Christians likewise 
who try to follow the word of god 
will be despised and looked down 
upon. further, Jude adds that 
those who have crept in to pollute 
the church are “grumblers and 
fault finders. They follow their 
own evil desires; they boast about 
themselves and flatter others for 
their own advantage.” 

after thoroughly condemning 
the infiltrators who have crept 
into the church stealthily, and 
clearly warning the church from 
following these corruptors, Jude 
now turns to his readers with 
some sound advice. he calls them 
‘dear friends’. he urges them to 
“build yourselves up in your most 
holy Faith. and pray in the holy 
Spirit. Keep yourselves in god’s 
Love as you wait for the mercy 
of our lord Jesus Christ to bring 
you to eternal life.” in verses 22 
and 23, Jude gives some specific 
advice. a) Be merciful to those 
who are in doubt. b) Snatch 
others from fire and save them. c) 
to others show mercy with fear – 

hating even the clothing stained 
with corrupted flesh.

here Jude is giving practical 
advice how believers should deal 
with fellow believers. People who 
are in genuine doubt in their 
Christian discipleship should be 
dealt with mercy. Some others 
need to be snatched out from 
perishing in fire. There are yet 
others who in our attempt to 
save them may endanger us. 
We have to approach them with 
fear that we in turn may not get 
tainted ourselves. We do have 
the obligation to save our fellow 
believers who are in danger. But 
in doing so, be careful not to get 
endangered ourselves. the epistle 
of Jude concludes with a beautiful 
and matchless doxology.

“to him who is able to keep 
you from falling and to present 
you before his glorious presence 
without fault with great joy 
– to the only god our Saviour 
be glory, majesty, power and 
authority, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, before all ages, now and 
forevermore! amen.”

A fitting finale for a powerful 
epistle delivered with intensity 
and passion.

K. P. Luke Vydhian  
retired as General Manager, 

Telecom, Karnataka, and 
lives in Bangalore.
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Compassion International Bangladesh (CIB) is looking for an experienced and energetic 
personality to fill the position of ‘National Director’. the National Director is responsible 
for the fulfillment of Compassion International’s mission by providing overall leadership, 
translating strategy into program effectiveness, supporting marketing efforts, and having 
ultimate accountability for the performance and integrity of the country/geographic area.
Essential Job functions:

• Acts as an advocate for children – raising the awareness of the needs, neglect, nurture, 
and potential of children in poverty and challenging and enabling those within one’s 
influence to greater involvement and effectiveness on behalf of children.

• External Representative of Compassion: acts as the legal representative to 
government, represents Compassion in developing and managing relationships with 
external stakeholders, donors, suppliers etc.

• Staff Leadership: communicates a compelling vision for Compassion’s ministry in 
alignment with the corporate mission. 

• Strategic Program Leadership: Leads an in-geography growth & opportunity strategy 
and oversees the establishment of relationships with frontline Church Partners (fCPs) 
and affiliate churches that share Compassion’s vision.

• Program Monitoring & Evaluation Responsibility: oversees Program’s monitoring, 
evaluation, accountability and learning systems using data analysis as the basis for 
measuring performance.

• Country/Geographic	Operations: Legally responsible for employment relationships of 
all staff in country/geographic area, regardless of reporting structure.

• Support Services: Provides ongoing feedback to ensure services are meeting 
expectations and the support provided enables the achievement of strategic objectives.

• Marketing: collaborates with marketing to ensure the strategic direction and execution 
of the country or geographic area is achieved.

Required Skills and Competencies:

1) the ability to build relationships and liaise with others both within and outside the 
organization, leading and participating in internal and external networks.  

2) adaptability mindset.
3) the ability to develop positive and trusting intercultural and interdenominational 

relationships.
4) Knowledge of local Non-governmental organizations and evangelical networks as well 

as knowledge of govt. laws and regulations applicable to Ngos in Bangladesh.
5) Effective communicator, both written and verbal, in languages relevant to the country 

(Bengali) as well as English.

6) Must be willing to relocate to Dhaka, Bangladesh.
Qualification/Experience:

1) Bachelor’s degree in related field.
2) At least 5 years of experience in Cash flow management and/or treasury experience, 

including foreign exchange experience. Experience with non-profit organizations 
preferred.

if you satisfy the above requirements and desire to minister to children with us, kindly send 
your resume to HR Business Partner at hrbd@bd.ci.org by May 30, 2019.

VACANCy ANNoUNCEMENT
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SAVE THE GIRL CHILD
A girl is a gift from God.

CHRISTIANA JOSEPH

t   hey say india is the 
most dangerous place 
for women. Unsafe from 

the womb, throughout life, till 
death. there is an alarming shift 
in female/male sex ratio. in the 
year 2011, it was 912 women for 
every 1000 men, and continues 
to recede. Selective female 
infanticide – aborting a female 
foetus – is the norm, carried out 
with doctors’ help. Why is there 
such revulsion to give birth to a 
baby girl? the parents envision 
life for her 20 years hence – how 
can I afford the dowry money to 
marry her off? How will she face 
the harassment by her mother-in-
law, sexual harassment wherever 
she goes as an infant till old 
age? Woman lives in fear of the 
man she gave birth to – father, 
husband, son. Still, woman is the 
backbone of society, as a mother, 
daughter, sister, wife, and needs 
to be protected. 

What was Jesus’ attitude to-
wards women? in John 8:1-8, we 
read about the woman taken in 
adultery. the scribes and Phari-
sees had caught her in the very 
act (of course, the man was al-
lowed to escape). here she was, 
surrounded by bloodthirsty, self-
righteous men, waiting to carry 
out her punishment – stoning to 

death. Jesus did not condemn her. 
instead, he taught her captors a 
lesson. he made them think, “he 
who is without sin, let him throw 
the first stone.” Stooping down, 
he wrote their sins on the sand. 
Seeing this, they all left one by 
one, they were all guilty. Jesus 
saw the larger problem. he con-
victed the guilty and made neces-
sary corrections. he then turns 
to the woman and says, “Neither 
do i condemn you, go and sin no 
more.” Correction completed.

in our society, what is the basis 
of the crimes against women? ev-
eryone condemns women – “Why 
did you dress so immodestly and 
attract men? Why were you out 
in the dark alone? you deserve 
to be molested.” But what about 
the innocent five-year-old play-
ing in the street, what wrong did 
she do? She trusted the man who 
spoke nicely, gave her a chocolate 
and raped her. What about the 
nuns in the convents, what about 
the old woman who is raped? 
What wrong did they do?

it is of no use for us to repeat 
nice sounding statements – save 
the girl child, educate her, em-
power her. 

So, who is guilty? Who is the 
criminal? Who is to be educated? 
it is the men who dominate our 
society and decide the fate of 
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Advertisement : 

For Home Parent
“Karuna Sharan” , a Boy’s home for orphan’s is looking for Parent 

Couples designated as “home Parents”, functioning as Parents for 
20 to 22 boys .

1. Remuneration  - you will be paid a monthly salary of Rs 8,500/- 
on appointment, which will be raised as per the discretion of 
the Board & Management , annually.

2. Facilities -you will be provided other facilities which include – 

 Residential & Food facilities, Free School Education for upto  
2 Children at “the ambassador high School”, Valiv, Vasai (e).

 Mediclaim – Post your probation period of 3 months, on 
receiving your appointment letter, you will be provided 
 “Mediclaim”, a cover for you, your wife & Kids .

3. Location – you will be based at Karuna Sharan, located at Valiv, 
Vasai ( e), Palghar District .

if you are a born again Christian couple with a heart and a calling 
to work with orphans , please send your resume to :

Karuna Sharan , 
c/o the ambassador high School, 

Valiv- highway road, behind Vitthal Mandir , Vasai ( e) 
Palghar district , PiN CoDe  - 401208

Contact No : 8237358803 
Mail ID : ajaybm20@gmail.com
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our women. it is the men who 
should be taught the value of 
women. Men should be taught to 
respect and protect women who 
are becoming an endangered 
species. Men should be taught to 
respect all elderly women as your 
own mother, out on the streets, 
in buses, give way, don’t push 
and shove. Little girls and young 
women are to be treated as sisters, 
with love and consideration.

Boys should be taught to share 
chores at home like his sisters, 
helping mother with cleaning, 
shopping. he must be taught to 
respect and love grandmother 
and mother. he must realise he 
is the protector of his sister, and 
be her support. Boys should be 
disciplined for wrong, for show-
ing arrogance and throwing tan-
trums, anger, disrespect and dis-
obedience at home.

fathers should be educated to 
accept a girl baby – to say, “yes. of 
course, we need a baby girl in our 
home. She will be a precious bun-
dle, wrapped in love. She will be 
loved, protected, nourished and 
fed, she will be given equal status 
as her brother, and all opportuni-
ties to excel in education, games, 
computers, riding a vehicle and 
job opportunities. the sky will be 
her limit.”

husbands should be educated 
to respect and love their wives. 
first and foremost, he should not 
demand dowry – money, jewels, 
household articles or a vehicle. 

the father of the girl has also 
spent much to educate and bring 
her up. he should not be burdened 
to marry her off. Husbands should 
share the work at home. She is not 
your servant, at your beck and 
call, to cook, clean and manage 
the house. A wife is like a flower, 
the delicate petals should be ca-
ressed and enjoyed, not crushed 
and spoilt by your roughness. She 
is a young tender person, brought 
up delicately by her loving par-
ents. She has courageously left her 
identity, her family, her home, her 
parents and all familiar environ-
ment, to become your wife. She 
is now a member of your family, 
and has taken your name. Protect 
her, support her. you are the only 
known familiar person. She is the 
mother of your children, treat her 
gently, talk to her, listen to her, get 
to know her mind, her likes, her 
dreams. appreciate her and en-
courage her to follow her dream.

a girl child is not a mistake that 
happened, to be destroyed. She 
is a gift from god. She should be 
received with gratitude, loved and 
brought up to adorn society as a 
sparkling jewel. Let us endeavour 
to protect the girl, the wife, the 
mother. Jesus said, “Whatever 
you do to the least of these, you 
do it unto Me.”

Christiana Joseph  
is a clinical sonologist in 

Tanjore, Tamil Nadu, and is 
also involved in Evangelical 

Union ministry and 
the Gideons.
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SHARING THE ABUNDANT 
GRACE

Christians are the inheritors of a wonderful abundant grace.

one cannot imagine the 
magnitude of gloom, 
despondency and the 

sense of being lost among the 
million souls living on this planet, 
had it not been the encompassing 
grace of god. grace enthrals 
everyone, for it brings joy and 
hope to every Christian, ranging 
from preachers to the lowest 
humble worshipper. D. L. Moody 
says, “Without grace, life is like a 
tree where sap circulates no more.” 
the reason is simple, this grace 
is god-granted, comprehensive, 
non-discriminatory, not time-
bound and free for all who wish 
to accept it.

a noted writer mentions about 
an incident where many eminent 
theologians debated on the theme, 
“What makes Christianity unique 
from other religions and what is 
its contribution to the world?” 
the topic was hotly debated, 
but they could not identify the 
difference; after all other religions 
speak about loving one another, 
leading a good life, doing good, 
fearing god and so on. Just at the 
right moment, C. S. Lewis entered 
the room and asked what their 

HERMON KHONGLAH problem was? they narrated that 
the deliberations on the topic 
was inconclusive. it took only one 
word from this great man of god 
and the problem was settled. he 
simply mentioned that the word 
grace was not found in any other 
religion.

Sharing Grace With Others

one day, i journeyed back home 
late around 10.00 pm. about 
mid-way on my journey, i came 
across a crowd that surrounded 
a scantily clad woman visibly 
shattered, shivering both from 
the severe cold weather and the 
sight of the jeering and torturing 
crowd. Perhaps she might have 
committed a detestable offence in 
the eyes of these onlookers. these 
people, on their own, decided to 
act as her judges and prosecutors 
at the same time. the sight that 
disturbed me most was that the 
majority of the crowds were 
Christians.

a few months later, i witnessed 
another scene where the crowd 
(Christians) decided that enough 
was enough and came down 
heavily on a drug addict and 
almost tore him apart. Luck was 
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on his side when a pastor passed 
by and saved his life. i assume 
that the crimes committed by 
the two offenders are not more 
serious than that of the robber on 
the cross. But the robber received 
instant grace, so as to be with the 
Lord in Paradise.

Human Nature Refuses Right

human nature has not changed, 
whether it is in the days of the 
ancient Jews or our today’s world. 
how often we forget the words, 
“those of you that is without sin let 
him throw the first stone.” Grace, 
forgiveness and love are distant 
thoughts for us. the Christian 
community continues to point out 
the speck in other people’s eyes. 
“Why worry about the speck in 
your brother’s eyes when you have 
a log in your own” (Lk.6:41)?

if such is the attitude and 
mindset of many Christians, no 
wonder that it never occurred 
to these so-called offenders 
either, that the church, the 
church’s people, or such related 
establishments shall ever offer 
them forgiveness and solace. they 
rather suspect that meeting the 
people of Christ shall be worse 
for they shall be reprimanded and 
punished. the summary verdicts 
and the subsequent prosecutions 
of the woman in the middle of 
the highway and the drug addict 
continue to reflect the attitude 
of the self-justified crowd to 

administer their version of 
justice mercilessly. if this attitude 
towards sinners continues to stay 
with us, where is the opportunity 
to bring back failing Christians to 
Christ, which should have been a 
top priority concern?

Denying Grace 

the most disturbing fact today 
is that our actions tell us we 
denying this grace to those we 
believe are falling humans. We 
tell these offenders, directly or 
indirectly, they have committed 
something which in our opinion 
is detestable, so they deserve to 
face the law of the land without 
any second thought. But what 
about becoming more Christian in 
our attitudes and not conforming 
to the ways of the world? 
Remember, two thousand years 
ago, an adulterous woman was 
brought to our Lord for His final 
condemnation as per the laws of 
Moses. But she received abundant 
grace and the most comforting 
words. our Lord never tells the 
accusers, forget about your laws 
and leave her alone. his main 
concern at that moment was how 
to revive this lost woman. What if 
we directly hear the words of our 
Lord today, “those of you who 
have never committed a sin let 
him cast the first stone”? In this 
case, i believe a soul was saved 
and most certainly turned into a 
good citizen.
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C. S. Lewis had his point when 
he remarked, “forgiveness is 
a wonderful idea, till we have 
someone to forgive.” in human 
terms, it appears that acts of 
forgiveness and grace to such 
sinners are unthinkable. We 
can absolve the crowd of two 
thousand years ago, but why do 
Christians today continue to act 
independently according to their 
own understanding and at times 
send a veiled message to the 
world that the teachings of our 
Lord are unacceptable to us?

The Law Of The Land 

We may not help the offender 
to escape the law of the land, but 
what about attempting to reform 
him spiritually and offer him the 
peace of god? how can we claim 
the amazing grace of god who 
absolves us of every sin, but not 
try to help our falling fellow beings 
by sharing the same with them? 
today, someone who commits 
an offence may not have much 
fear to meet ordinary people, but 
he gets shivers down his spine 
thinking of meeting Christians! 
this is where something has gone 
wrong. We would like it to be the 
opposite, where every human 
being, irrespective of his deeds, 
should wish to seek compassion 
and hope from the people of god. 
i do not mean that the secular law 
of the land should not take over 
the case for the sake of justice. 

We ought to set things right and 
create such an atmosphere where 
the so-called offenders wish to 
meet us for solace and guidance. 
the spiritual food we provide 
may someday turn a criminal 
into the very best worker for our 
Lord’s kingdom. John Newton is 
an example of a criminal turned 
priest.

Criminals Who Have Found 
Peace 

the criminal on the cross 
knew that Jesus was the Lord 
of lords, but yet found it easy to 
approach him because our Lord 
had created such conditions for 
everyone including criminals 
and outcasts to come to him 
for peace and solace. Why 
should Christians of the present 
generation shrink from following 
the Lord’s principles and why 
shouldn’t they instead attempt to 
create such conditions for fellow 
sinners to approach us?

the great servant of god, Job, 
experienced a different kind 
of thorn, and he repeatedly 
requested god to remove the 
same. “i cried, but you did not 
listen, i stand but you simply 
look” (Job.30:20). But ultimately 
he understood the meaning of 
silence. god heard his plea and 
helped him out.

the apostle Paul came across 
varied problems like many of us 
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that made his life miserable, like 
bodily infirmities, bad eyesight, 
many court cases he had to 
defend himself from, trouble from 
the problems of churches, etc. he 
prayed three times to his Lord to 
remove the thorn that tormented 
him (2Cor.12:7-9 tNiV). he asked 
god for solutions and his Creator 
was also willing to offer help for 
him with grace. on hearing this 
reply, the apostle rejoiced to learn 
that god’s grace was to remain 
with him.

in response to the gift of this 
grace the apostle never forgot 
that he, in turn, should share the 
same grace with the fallen people. 
he writes to Philemon to forgive 
his runaway slave onesimus and, 
in fact, treat him as a brother in 
faith (Phil.17-20). 

the great regret today is 
that many Christians fail to 
appreciate, and share this grace 
with those that are in need of the 
same, so that they can stand with 
new spiritual life and change 
their lives. the world would be a 
better place to live if the principle 
of shared grace with others is 
understood. 

During the 13th century, a 
german pastor, Paul gerhardt, 
was forced to flee from his home. 
homeless, he lived in a village 
with nothing left. his wife broke 
down and cried openly in despair. 
to console his wife, the pastor 

reminded her of god’s promises. 
then he went to the garden, broke 
down and wept. But soon while 
waiting on god, he felt the new 
sense of the Lord’s presence that 
brought assurance and comfort. he 
took his pen and wrote the hymn 
that brought comfort to many 
people in distress and doubts.

Give to the winds thy fear; 
Hope, and be undismayed;

God hears thy sighs and counts 
thy tears; 

God shall lift up thy head,

Through waves and clouds  
and storms 

He gently clears the way.

Wait thou His time, 
So shall the night soon end in 

joyous day.

the mantra of grace has 
worked wonders in the lives and 
experience of many believers. 
Many people around the world 
testify that miracles take place 
in their lives because of god’s 
grace. it serves to remind us that 
Christians of this century are 
the inheritors of that wonderful 
abundant grace, enough for us 
to share it with our falling fellow 
beings. 

Hermon Khonglah  
lives in the Mission 
Compound, Jowai, 

Meghalaya.
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“yoU ACTED FooLISHLy”
J. FREDRIC DAWSON

Blaze Academy is a CBSe curriculum based Christian mission oriented english 
medium co-educational School in Balod district of Chhattisgarh state.

Vice Principal and Teachers needed for the next academic session (2019-20).
Teachers needed for teaching Science and Maths in Primary, Middle school and high School.

graduates/Post graduates with teaching experience can apply.
Candidates should be able to communicate in english.

Remuneration will be on the basis of qualification and experience.
Interested candidates can send their resume to following address -

Personnel Department, Blaze academy, ganjpara, Balod, Chhattisgarh 491226,  
or blaze.balod@gmail.com/ Mobile no.- 077468 43122

WANTED: VICE PRINCIPAL & TEACHERS
Blaze Academy

“You acted foolishly,” said Samuel to Saul sternly, 
“You have not kept the command of the Lord your God, 

You are not a priest to offer sacrifices, but you did it wilfully, 
Your kingdom will be taken and handed over to another chosen by God.”

Facing a powerful enemy, with an unarmed army of numbers so slim, 
Saul waited for seven days for Samuel and in panic decided to act, under stress, 

Just as he finished the sacrifice himself, Samuel arrived and rebuked him, 
Announcing God’s judgment, he went away, leaving Saul in distress.

Saul’s son Jonathan however believed in God’s power to defeat the Philistines. 
“Nothing can hinder the Lord from saving, whether by many or few,” said he, 

Who with his helper climbed up the valley towards the outpost of the Philistines, 
The Lord sent panic among the enemy who melted away for all Israel to see.

Faced with critical situations in life, do not run ahead of God, 
Trying to carry out your own plans, disobeying commands of God, 

But in quiet confidence, follow, one at a time, in the footsteps of God, 
You are sure to succeed, as the battle is not yours, but that of your God.
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For	Churches/Christian	 
organizations -  

Land for Sale in Kerala.

40 cents Prime high land with 3BhK traditional tiled 
roof house in thiruvalla, Kerala, for sale at competitive 
price. easy acess to nearest airports/ Railway Station/
transport Station. Preference for Churches/Christian 
organizations. Located in Kuttapuzha, thiruvalla, near 
Believers Church School and Medical College hospital  & 
other schools, hospitals, Railway Station, banks, college.

Contact with full details  
E- mail : nmr29@hotmail.com
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CROSSWORD 62
Joel, Obadiah and Jonah.

 The New International Version (IBS) or Zondervan

Send in your answers with Bible references by e-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, 
to reach Light of Life, Post Box 4576, 21-yMCa Road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400008, not 
later than June 5, 2019. Please indicate your name, address and Light of Life Subscription 
Number while sending the answers. 

Clues Across:

1. “But on mount Zion will be ________; it will 
be holy.” (ch    v     )

7. “See, I will make you _____ among the 
nations; you will be utterly despised.”  (ch  v )

8. “He prayed to the Lord, “O Lord, is this not what 
I said when I was still at home? That is ___ I 
was so quick to flee to Tarshish.” (ch    v      )

9. “Wake up, you drunkards, and weep! Wail, 
all you drinkers of wine; Wail because of the 
new wine, because it has been snatched from 
your_______.” (ch    v      )

10. “Has not the food been cut off before your very 
______? Joy and gladness from the house of 
our God?” (word used in singular) (ch    v      )

11. “But you brought my life up from the _______, 
O Lord my God” (ch    v     )

12. “The vine is dried ______ and fig tree is 
withered; the pomegranate, the palm and the 
apple tree-all the trees of the field are dried 
_____.” (ch    v      )    

13. “The sun and the moon will be darkened, and 
the stars _______ longer shine.” (ch    v    )

14. “______ the sight of them, nations are in 
anguish; every face turns pale”  (ch    v      )

17. “Who knows? God may yet relent and with 

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8
9

10 11
12 13

14 15 16
17

18 19
20

21 22

compassion turn from His ______ anger so 
that we do not perish.” (ch    v      )

18. “Those who cling to worthless ______ forfeit 
the grace that could be theirs.” (ch    v   )

20. “You hurled me into the deep, into the very 
heart of the seas, and the currents swirled 
about me, ______ your waves and breakers 
swept over me.”  (ch    v       )

21. “Come, spend the ______ in sackcloth, 
you who minister before God; for the grain 
offerings and drink offerings are withheld from 
the house of your God.” (ch    v        )

22. “Though you soar like the _______ and make 
your nests among the stars,  from there I will 
bring you down.” (ch    v       )

Clues Down:

1. “Alas for that day! For the day of the Lord 
is near; it will come like _______ from the 
Almighty.” (ch    v        )

2. “Who knows? He may turn and have pity and 
______ behind a blessing.” (ch    v     )

3. “I will gather all the nations and bring them 
down to the ___ of Jehoshaphat.” (ch    v   )

4. “Then the sailors said to each other, “Come, let 
us cast lots to find out who is _______ for this 
calamity.” (ch    v      )
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A GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY TO STUDY GOD’S WORD 

SYSTEMATICALLY FROM THE COMFORT OF YOUR HOME 

 
WHY CHOOSE EABS? 

 
World Class 

Internationally Renowned 

Emmaus Course Material 

 
Transformative 

Renewing of your Mind as well 

as Transformation of your Heart 

and Soul 

 
Missional 

Igniting Your Passion for Global 

Missions 

 
Convenient 

Flexible Time Frame and 

Achievable Academic Targets 

 
Affordable 

Highly Subsidized Fee Rs. 

4000/per year 

 

COURSE SERIES OFFERED 
 

Foundational Series 
12 COURSES (1YEAR) 

 

Bible Series 
12 COURSES (1YEAR) 

 

Equipper Series 
12 COURSES (1 YEAR) 

 

Choose your Course Series Receive 
your Course Material by post Submit 

your Assignments online 
 

Get your Biblical Studies Degree 

(Certificate/Diploma/Bachelors) 

based on the number of course series 

you complete 

WHO CAN APPLY? 
 

• Anyone with a desire to study the 

Bible systematically 

• Since the medium of education is 

English, working knowledge of the 
language is necessary 

• Must be able to access the internet and 

use a computer to submit assignments 
 

ACCEPTING 

ADMISSIONS 
2019-2020 

APPLY TODAY 
 

Submit your application online 

by 30th June 2019 
To know more details and to apply visit 

our website 

www.eabs.in 
+91 89715 44006 
 +91 70945 07755 

eabs.india@gmail.com 

 
CONNECTING BIBLE TO 

YOUR DAILY WALK 
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5. “The Lord will reply to them: “I am sending you 
grain, ______ wine and oil, enough to satisfy 
you fully; (ch    v      )

6. “But _____ will be desolate, Edom a waste 
desert, because of violence done to the people 
of Judah, in whose land they shed innocent 
blood.” (ch    v      )

14. “They rush upon the city; they run ______ 
the wall. They climb into the houses; like 
thieves they enter through the windows.”  
(ch    v       )

Clues across:
1. Belshazzar (5:22). 7. beast (7:7). 8. ear (9:18).  
9. Lie (11:27), 10. every (4:12). 12. no (6:4).  
15. Pale (10:8). 16. Nubians (11:43). 17. At (1:15). 
18. Sovereignty (7:27)

Answers to Crossword 60 (Daniel)
Clues down:
1. Babylonians (1:4). 2. Leaped (3:24). 3. Hotter  
(3:19). 4. Zither (3:5). 5. age (5:31). 6. Prosperity 
(4:27). 11. Years (9:2). 13. Cause (8:24). 14. pride 
(4:37).

D. alexander, Mumbai, Mah., Jalaja Sulochana, hyderabad, tel., R. Sathish, Chennai, tN, John S. andrews, Sangli, 
Mah., Daisy t. Michael, Coimbatore, tN, Christy inbaraj, Chennai, tN,Shantha Suresh, Chennai, tN, M. edwin, 
Coimbatore, tN, Damara Samadanam, hyderabad, tel., Krishnabai Charles, tiruchirapalli, tN, D. hillel Johnson, 
Vellore, tN, george B. Ullagaddi, ambernath, Mah., g. Susan abraham, hyderabad, tel., Mohan C. Kamalam, 
Nagercoil, tN, David e. tiwari, Daund, Mah., Suresh Kumar Silas, yadgiri, Kar., Nirmala P. Suryagandh, Mumbai, 
Mah., a. Sunderraj, Mumbai, Mah., e. gnanasekar, Chennai, tN, B. B.  Ropmay, Shillong, Meghalaya, Regina L. 
Victor, Ponda, goa, ottie e. Salins, ambernath, Mah., Prema Philips, Kalyan, Mah., thelma Roberts, hyderabad, 
tel., Lalitha Rachel, hyderabad, tel., K. Rajarathinam, Madurai, tN, helen Williers, Mumbai, Mah., K. a. M. Veda 
Kumari, eluru, aP., i. Devanayagam, tirunelveli, tN, Dolly Sinha Roy, Vadodara, guj., elenora Soans, Mumbai, 
Mah., Lesley J. Birnur, hubli, Kar., esther Patti, Pune, Mah., M. g. andrews, thane, Mah., Linda Rose Khongwir, 
Shillong, Megh., Mary Mathew, trivandrum, Ker., S. V. Rani, Bengaluru, Kar., M. Ratna Prabhu, ahmedabad, 
guj.

15. “Gather the people, consecrate the assembly; 
______ together elders, gather the children 
those nursing at the breasts.” (ch      v       )

16. “You should not march through the gates of 
my people in the day of their disaster, nor look 
down on them in their calamity in the day of 
their disaster, nor ______ their wealth in the 
day of their disaster” (ch    v      )

19. “Jonah went out and ______ down at a place 
east of the city.” (ch    v     )   

Crossword 60 Winners
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fee covers cost of Seminar Materials, Lunch and tea 
Register online - https://www.cimindia.in/product-category/event

Registration fee of `1000 to be paid in advance for each seminar. 
Balance to be paid at the venue.

Please send the Registration fee by demand draft or at par cheque favouring
“CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT”, payable at Chennai.

(Net transfer facility available on request)

@ Dehradun – May 8 - 9, 2019
Topics
• Goods and Services Tax (GST)
• Lokpal & Lokayuktas Act
• Governance 
• Income Tax Act
• Foreign Contribution Regulation Act. (FCRA 2010)
• Indian Constitution & Religious Freedom

Resource Persons

CA Simon A Rodrigues 
 (Chartered Accountant)

Mr. T Shankar Suresh  
(Assistant Director, 

Training - CIM)

Registration Fee:  `2500

Venue:  
Himalayan Torchbearers Kuthal gate, 
Mussoorie Road, Po Rajpur, Dehradun, 

248 009,  Uttarakhand, india

Local Coordinator: 
Mr. Vachan S Bandari 

94120 58639

@ Darjeeling May 22 - 24, 2019
Topics
• Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection) Act, 2015
• Protection of Children against Sexual Offences Act, 2012 (POCSO)
• Indian Constitution and Religious Freedom
• Property Management
• Income Tax
• FCRA
• People Management
• Lokpal and Lokayukatas Act
• Governance

Resource Persons
Mr. B D Das 

(Advocate – Supreme Court)

Mr. Jacob Varghese 
(Director – Training

Mr. T Shankar Suresh  
(Assistant Director, 

Training - CIM)

Registration Fee:  `4000
Venue: anugyalaya Darjeeling Diocese 
Social Service Society, Loreto Convent 

Road, Darjeeling 734101, india

Local Coordinator:
Mr. Amar Rai
90646 73546

@Bhubaneswar 13 – 14 June, 2019

Topics
• Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection) Act, 2015
• Protection of Children against Sexual Offences Act, 2012 (POCSO)
• Indian Constitution and Religious Freedom
• Income Tax
• FCRA
• People Management
• Lokpal and Lokayukatas Act
• GST

Resource Persons

Mr. B D Das 
(Advocate – Supreme 

Court)

Jebasing Jothi 
(Chartered Accountant)

Mr. T Shankar Suresh 
(Assistant Director, 

Training - CIM)
Registration Fee:  `2000

Venue:  Stewart School Bhubaneswar 
Unit – Viii, Bhubaneswar – 751012 

orissa, india

MANAGEMENT SEMINAR for
Charitable and Religious 

Organisations
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CYRIL GEORGESON

Who is Jordan Peterson? 
Why should i bother? 
is he a Christian?

according to Wikipedia, “in 
a 2017 interview when asked, 
‘are you a Christian?’ he replied, 
‘i suppose the most straight-
forward answer to that is 
yes.’ When asked if he believed in 
god, Peterson responded: “i think 
the proper response to that is no, 
but i’m afraid he might exist.’” 
his love for Jesus’ teaching and 
sacrifice does not extend to belief 
in his resurrection, though he 
is open to its possibility. So, there 
you have it in short – he does 
not mean ‘Christian’ as one who 
believes ‘in the personal Lordship 
of the resurrected Jesus in his life’ 
and a ‘disciple’.

he is quite a phenomenon on 
the internet, and is sold out at all 
his public-appearances – and that 
too mostly with young people. 
his youtube channel has a stu-
pendous 1.8 million subscribers 
and his videos have been viewed 
more that 65 million times as of 
august 2018. esther o’Reilly in 

WoRD AND 
THE WoRLD

W
oR

D AND THE WoRLD

THE GOSPEL OF THE 
KINGDOM

Patheos, says, “as i and friends of 
mine have observed, Peterson’s 
rise has been sparking a surpris-
ing and heartening renewal of 
interest in spiritual things gener-
ally and Christianity specifically. 
Pastors all around the world have 
reported that people, young men 
in particular, are literally wan-
dering into their churches for the 
first time at a shockingly acceler-
ated rate.”

Not An Ear-tickler

So, what makes him extremely 
interesting is the fact that though 
he is not a pastor, preacher, evan-
gelist or even a Christian (in 
the biblical sense), he is draw-
ing people into churches. that 
surely merits some attention. Dr. 
Peterson is a professor of clini-
cal psychology at the University 
of toronto, having studied at the 
University of alberta and Mcgill 
University. he has also served 
at harvard University. New York 
Times columnist David Brooks 
says that Peterson “analyses clas-
sic and biblical texts… and, most 
important, he delivers stern fa-
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therly lectures to young men on 
how to be honourable, upright 
and self-disciplined – how to 
grow up and take responsibility 
for their own lives.” Brooks also 
declares that he is “the most in-
fluential public intellectual in the 
western world, right now.”

he is credited with wise quotes, 
like “you don’t get to choose not 
to pay a price, you only get to 
choose which price you pay” or 
“When you have something to 
say, silence is a lie.” Peterson’s 
popularity makes it clear that 
young people no longer want 
just to have sweet ‘nothings’ that 
tickle their ears, but are open and 
willing to be enjoined about the 
straight and narrow. 

Jordon Peterson has no hesita-
tion in taking on identity politics 
head-on and is the closest, ac-
cording to tim Lott of The Guard-
ian, of “becoming the closest that 
academia has to a rock star”. What 
makes Peterson grab eyeballs, 
and consume loads of internet 
bytes is that he has no hesitation 
in being politically incorrect. for 
the church, being agreeable to the 
‘world’ has become a millstone. 
Christian leaders and churches 
refuse to clearly and candidly 
share Biblical teaching and pre-
fer couching it in packaging that 
would make Jesus squirm. the 
mission strategy of some of the 
churches include ploys to trick 
or cajole people into what they 

would find palatable and then 
somehow try to persuade them 
into a discipleship life.

The Gospel Of The Kingdom

Dallas Willard says, “We do not 
evangelise for disciples, we evan-
gelise to make Christians and then, 
maybe, later try to raise the issue 
of discipleship. frankly, that’s like 
‘bait and switch’ in advertising. 
you’ll hear people express that to 
their pastors and say, ‘Why are 
you talking about discipleship? 
i’m right with god. Why are you 
talking about obedience?’”

he says that we are guilty of 
actually preaching two gospels – 
the gospel of atonement and the 
gospel of the kingdom. Quoting 
Dallas again, “the way it practi-
cally works out is this, if you have 
the gospel of the atonement, and 
that’s all you’ve heard, the rest of 
your life you will run on your own 
and you may or may not think 
of being a disciple of Jesus or of 
obeying him or of devoting your 
life to the kingdom of god. you can 
still do that, but those things are 
all optional for you. that is where 
we really stand in our Christian 
culture today. anything more 
than forgiveness of sins, and by 
that i mean ‘heaven when you die’, 
is optional and most of our pro-
fessed believers now do not know 
that they can live in the kingdom 
of god now. By contrast, anyone 
who is alive in the kingdom of god 
now knows that their sins are for-
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given because they have the life of 
heaven in them now. So, heaven 
and forgiveness are natural parts 
of the gospel of the kingdom of God 
whereas discipleship and holiness 
and power and other scriptural 
evidences are not a natural part of 
the gospel of the atonement. i want 
to emphasise that sense of being a 
natural part.”

“here’s one of the ways i try to 
help ministers understand this 
difference. i ask them, ‘Does the 
gospel you preach truly lead to 
discipleship to Jesus?’ and the gos-
pel of the kingdom has that natu-
ral connection. it’s not trusting 
the kingdom, it’s about trusting 
Jesus and living in the kingdom 
with him.”

The Undiluted Truth

Maybe we could learn from Jor-
don Peterson that there are people 
– young people – who would be re-
ally, really interested in the ‘deny 
yourself, take up your cross and fol-
low Me’ gospel. and, anyway that 
is the only good news that Jesus 
made available to his disciples and 
the church. “the church right now 
has more fashion than passion, is 
more pathetic than prophetic, is 
more superficial than supernatu-
ral,” said Leonard Ravenhill de-
cades ago in Revival God’s Way. it’s 
now worse than ever.

the church’s silence on glaring 
issues of the day shows the 
superficiality of her profession of 

faith. We need to speak up clearly 
on abortion, LgBtQ, gender issues, 
identity politics, entertainment 
as worship, corruption in the 
church, abuse of the vulnerable 
in the church, etc.

“you must determine where 
you are going in your life, because 
you cannot get there unless you 
move in that direction. Random 
wandering will not move you 
forward. it will instead disappoint 
and frustrate you and make you 
anxious and unhappy and hard to 
get along with (and then resentful, 
and then vengeful, and then 
worse),” writes Jordan Peterson 
in his very popular book, 12 Rules 
for Life: An Antidote to Chaos. this 
is true in both individual life as 
well as the soul of a local church.

“evangelical Christian men will, 
sooner or later, be told to check 
out Jordan Peterson, a 55-year-old 
University of toronto psychology 
professor. his book 12 Rules for 
Life has sold 700,000 copies since 
January 2018 in North america 
alone,” wrote James a. Beverly in 
Christianity Today in May 2018. 
this writer would agree with the 
suggestion with a caveat – let the 
word of God be the lens and filter 
through which one ‘checks him 
out’. 

Cyril Georgeson  
lives in Mumbai and is 

an apologist, teacher 
and writer.
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applications are invited by the eligible Christian Candidates residing in 
Mumbai or nearby towns for the following post at the Bible Society of india, 
Bombay Auxiliary office, Fort, Mumbai – 400 001. Applications could be sent 
through courier or post. 
1. Post: Office Assistant II  : Grade 4 
 Number of vacancies : 2 Nos.
 Salary Scale : 4500-240-6900-280-11100-320-14300 
 approximate Rs. : 16,870/- per month 
 Qualification :  Graduate (Any stream)+Fluent in  
    english, Computer knowledge and good  
    typing speed essential

2. Post: Driver : grade D2 (Male)
 Number of vacancies : 1 Nos.
 Salary Scale : 3680-200-5680-240-9280-280-12080
 approximate Rs. : 14,414/- per month
 Qualification : 10th Pass + Valid Driver’s License (Knowledge  
    of all the roads in Mumbai and Maharashtra)
3. Post: attender : grade D1 
 Number of vacancies : 1 Nos.
 Salary Scale : 3600-200-5600-240-9200-280-12000
 approximate Rs. : 14,576/- per month
 Qualification : 10th Pass 

apply on plain paper (preferably typed) giving complete bio-data along 
with copies of attested certificates, Aadhar Card, a passport size photo and 
recommendation of Pastor of the local church the candidate attends. Candidates 
who apply for the post of Driver need to submit experience certificate from the 
previous employer. application must reach the following address on or before 
1st July 2019. Please note application received after due date will not be 
eligible.

Address:
the Bible Society of india, Bombay auxiliary – Maharashtra & goa
Malhotra house, ground floor, opp. gPo, fort, Mumbai – 400 001

tel: 022-22611707
• Undergraduate candidate may be considered in case of appropriate 

experience and satisfactory performance in the interview.
•  Email applications will not be considered.

VACANCY
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NoTES ALoNG 
THE JoURNEy

MY NEW TEACHER
OBY CHERIAN

Let us celebrate, let us 
rejoice, and let us give him 
the glory!” (Rev.19:7 MSg).

i must tell you about my new 
teacher. i know i am a bit old to have 
a teacher. however, there are some 
lessons you keep learning again 
and again. Let me tell you about 
him. His delivery is so flawless 
he must have had his education 
in some heavenly university. he 
practises his art throughout the 
day making it a part of his life. he 
greets me with a cherubic smile, 
claps his hands and runs around 
the room chattering away, sheer joy 
spilling out from every syllable in a 
language that i can’t understand. 
He clenches his teeth and fist and 
then lets go, throwing back his 
head and laughing and laughing. 
there is no reason for this season 
of joy that lasts through out that 
day and the next and the next. yes, 
he cries when he is hurt or hungry, 
but then it’s soon forgotten and he 
is soon reaching out to everyone 
around; inviting them to join in the 
celebration.

agreed he is only one and a half 
years old. But in his specialised 
field, the younger you are the 
more qualified you become. He is a 
professor of joy and his CV would 

be complete with just one image 
of his impish grin. this is Michael, 
my eighteen month old grandson. 
and he has taught me more about 
rejoicing than any lifestyle guru i 
have ever known.

Whenever i am tempted to be 
grumpy or grumble about my 
circumstance, i remember what 
Michael would want me to do. 
it helps me ‘snap’ out of it. Now 
rejoicing is no trivial matter 
for Michael. it is his continuing 
vocation and so it should be with 
us. the Lord takes this command 
he gave us very seriously. he tells 
us how important this is to him 
from the first few books of the 
Bible to the last. and we ignore it 
at our own peril. 

in genesis we see a joyful god 
creating the world joyfully. the 
theme runs through Deuteronomy, 
Psalms, and the Prophets. habakkuk 
says, “yet will i rejoice in spite of 
everything.” Jesus tells us to rejoice 
in difficulties and wants His joy to 
be in us. then we come to Paul’s 
epistles and finally to Revelation.

When we rejoice in the face of 
difficulty and loss, it is one of the 
loveliest expressions of faith. it 
makes the father’s heart glad 
when he knows that we trust him 
to take care of us, whatever the 
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YMCA COUNSELLING 
INST. & CENTRE FULL PG.
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circumstances. of all the teachers 
in the world, little children are 
the most qualified to teach us this 
lesson of life.

“Because you did not serve 
the Lord your god with joy and 
gladness of heart, for the abundance 
of everything, therefore you shall 
serve your enemies, whom the Lord 

will send against you, in hunger, in 
thirst, in nakedness, and in need of 
everything” (Deut.28:47-48).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a consultant urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.

Make your Life Count…
Exciting Ministry Opportunities to serve in North India as  

Evangelists & Pastors, Church Planters, Youth & Christian workers 

 (Even Retired personnel are welcome to apply)

Serve God – Serve with us !

Email your application to: serveteamni@gmail.com 
Or to:Ministry Coordinator, Deodars, Happy Valley, Mussoorie U.K. 248179 

Phone: 7898538733
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Don’t Waste Their Mistakes... Learn From Them

THE QUEEN WHO REFUSED TO PLEASE THE KING

CHARACTER 
STUDy

 VIJAY THANGIAH

CHARACTER:  
VASHTI

MEANING:  
beautiful

PRoNUNCIATIoN: 
‘vash + ty

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Esther 1 

BACKGRoUND

Vashti was the great-granddaughter of King Nebuchadnezzar II of 
Babylon and the daughter of King Belshazzar, making her a Babylonian. 
She was the first wife of Ahasuerus (Xerxes I), the king of Persia.

Vashti was a heroine in her own right. She refused to debase herself before the 
king and his drunken friends, choosing to value her dignity above submitting to her 
husband’s whims. Vashti is seen as a strong character who does not use her beauty 
or sexuality to advance herself.

Vashti stands out in the Book of Esther as the only woman who directly disobeyed 
an order from her husband

MAIN LESSoNS 
1. Vashti disobeyed a seemingly simple command  
Why did Vashti disobey? According to various legends, Vashti’s 
refusal to appear before the king was due to modesty (she was told 

to appear nude), fear for her husband’s life (she figured she would be mobbed by 
the drunken crowd and the king would be killed), loathing for her husband (whom 
she considered to have non-royal blood).
In the book of Jewish antiquities, historian Josephus wrote that that strangers were 
not allowed to look at the beauty of Persian wives. And so many commentators see 
Vashti’s defiance as a modest and totally justifiable refusal to appear, even fully 
clad, before a group of drunken men. It just wasn’t right. And she wasn’t going to 
do it.
2. Did Vashti make a serious mistake in disobeying the king?
Some suggest that Vashti’s mistake was that she was being disrespectful and that 
she made a mountain out of a molehill.
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Submission is giving respect to an authority. Vashti placed herself above the authority 
of the King. She believed that she did not have to obey the order of the king in his 
current state of mind. Her impertinence in refusing to appear, thus humiliating the 
king in front of all the leaders of the realm, was predictably dangerous on her part. 
3. Vashti was willing to do what was right and face the consequences.
The king made a request he never should have made, which forced the queen to 
take a stand she did not really want to take. The king’s request to Queen Vashti was 
to parade his wife in front of party guests who were quite probably as drunk as was 
he after all their revelry. Vashti refused to be objectified and she was silenced and 
replaced. 
Vashti forfeited her influence by breaking the unspoken rule that her influence 
should be wielded in private.
4. God used Vashti’s seeming mistake to save His people from death. 
While it cost her the crown, Vashti’s choice to do what was right was needed 
in God’s plan and served a purpose for His bigger story involving Esther and the 
salvation of the Jews. Without her courage to take a stand, the book of Esther might 
have looked a lot different. We sometimes won’t get the picture-perfect ending or 
positive recognition when we stand up for what we know is right, but we can know 
God can still use it in His perfect timing, even long after we’re gone.
5. Vashti was a person of integrity.
Vashti says no to a man in power. Vashti’s story lives on in the Bible. Vashti’s 
memory cannot be erased. There is a need even today for those who will say ‘no’ 
to abusive power, ‘no’ to sexual exploitation especially in the stories of the women 
who are taken, who are abused, who are neglected, who have neither voice nor 
opportunity to say their own no.

DISCUSSIoN QUESTIoNS
1. What light does the behaviour of King Ahasuerus cast on how male 

pride grows and the means men try to use today to dominate in their 
society?  

2. What place may alcohol have in marital conflict and breakdown?  

APPLICATIoN QUESTIoNS
1. Do you think that Vashti made a mistake by not obeying the King? 

What alternate thing could she have done?
2. Who was right and who was wrong in this marriage breakdown?   
3. What insight does this story give into why divorce happens? Is there 

any way that Bible teaching could have changed what they both did?

3. Why does Queen Vashti refuse to conform to her husband’s demands? What 
influence do you suppose her female friends may have had in her defiance?
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Kulpahar Christian School
Kulpahar, Mahoba Distt. U.P.  210426. 

(Affiliated with Central Board of Secondary Education),  
Affiliation No. 2130027, School Code No. 08549 

a Christian Minority & Charitable institution  
School Phone: 05283-264339

S. A. Cunningham A P Longson 
Manager Principal

 2 TEACHING PoSITIoNS oPEN 

TGT ENGLISH & PRT SCIENCE (W/BIoLoGy) 

REQUIREMENTS - {“Fresher’s’’ Welcome to Apply}

l	 New Testament Christian

l	 TGT English - * B.A. – English/English Literature 

  * B.Ed.

  * CTET – (in progress or not…will test @ employment begins)

  * MA (optional)

  * Speak & Write English Fluently

* PRT Science * B. Sc. – Science w/Biology- (Zoology) 

  * CTET /TET - (in progress or not…will take test @ employment begins)

ABoUT THE SCHooL –

l	 CBSE – KG – XII (Senior Secondary) l	 Affiliated w/CBSE since 1983

l	 Charitable/Minority School l	 VI Pay Commission

AMENITIES–

l	 Housing Provided l	 Security (Boundary walls also)

l	 Water Provided l	 24/7 Electricity – (charge for electricity)

If interested please write to the Manager with your Bio-Data.  For TGT English also  
submit a sampling in your own writing in English and Hindi of your interest in the position.

Sharon A. Cunningham, Manager, Kulpahar Christian School

Please send through e-mail – sharonkulpahar@gmail.com   
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4. As a believer, what are some of the choices today that are presented with that 
violate your Christian principles?

5. Are you willing to be in Queen Vashti’s situation when the time comes to do 
what is right? Are you willing to be the domino which leads to God’s bigger plan 
coming to fruition, even if it means you have to sacrifice your comfort, position, 
or short-term plan? 

MEMoRy VERSE
“Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for 
light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!” 
(Isa.5:20 ESV)

Vijay Thangiah 
 is a Bible teacher and the former 

National Executive Director of 
India Youth For Christ.
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After two days of just lying 
there in pain, some workers 
found her and put her on a 
makeshift cot and loaded her 
into their jeep and drove 150 
miles over deep rutted roads 
to find a doctor who could 
set the broken bones. But the 
very bumpy ride damaged 
her bones so badly that her 
hip never completely healed. 
He says, “I visited my mother 
in her mud-covered hut 
several weeks after all of this 
happened. I watched as she 
took two bamboo crutches 
that she had made herself, 
and moved from one place 
to another with her feet just 
dragging behind because 
she had lost all feeling in 
them.” He says, “At age 75, 
with a broken hip, unable 
to stand on her own two 
legs, I thought that I made a 
pretty intelligent suggestion. 
I suggested that she retire.” 
He says, “She turned around 
and looked at me and said, 
‘What value is that? If we try 
to preserve this body just a 
few more years and it is not 
being used for God, of what 
value is that?’ So she kept on 
working. She kept on riding 
her donkey to villages until 
she was 93 years old... And 
she continued to tell people 
about Jesus Christ until she 
died at age 95.”

5. Caleb experienced what God 
had promised!

 He climbed the mountains 
and he defeated the giants 
– he claimed his possession. 
The name of the place Caleb 
inherited used to be called 
Kirjatharba (city of the four 
giants). Now it was named 
Hebron (seat of association 
or fellowship). Caleb refused 
to quit until he had obtained 
everything the Lord had for 
him! He refused to stop until 
he had obtained that place of 
fellowship with God.

 Where are you in your 
personal walk with the 
Lord? Have you entered into 
your victory, or are you still 
wandering around in the 
wilderness struggling day 
to day? God has a place of 
peace and power for you, but 
you must be willing to claim 
your possession. It isn’t for 
the faint-hearted, but it is for 
the faith-hearted. 

 Half-hearted Christians are 
faint-hearted Christians, and 
they never learn to conquer 
the giants in their lives.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.

PRAyER 
Lord, help me to take a stand for the right, knowing that even though 

I will have to face the consequences, You will work it out for good. 
Amen

Vision - Mission 
If you have a Passion  – we have a Place!

Serve with us as: Teachers Administrators Head Masters/Mistress Conference 
Center Supervisor Evangelists & Pastors Youth Workers Worship Leaders 

Ministry Assistants

(Even Retired personnel are welcome to apply)
Email your information to: serveteamni@gmail.com 

Or apply to: The Ministry Coordinator,  
C/O Deodars, Happy Valley, Mussoorie U.K. 248 179. 

Phone: 7898538733
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Dr. Daniel Sathiaraj 
retired from St John’s 

PG College, Hyderabad, 
where he taught Computer 

Science. He lives in 
Hyderabad.

noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 
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News
Attack In Uttar Pradesh

(MSN): Nearly two months after 
hindu extremists in india humiliated, 
beat and forced Christians to praise 
a hindu god, the host of the house 
church has yet to return to his home.

Kumar gautam is still in hiding 
after more than 20 hindu extremists 
in Chapar village, Uttar Pradesh 
state burst into his home, beat the 39 
adults of the fellowship, kept them 
from medical care and stood outside 
the police station threatening to kill 
them if they filed a complaint.

Clergy Kidnapped In Nigeria

(MSN): a Protestant pastor and 
a Catholic priest in two different 
states in north-central Nigeria 
were kidnapped by gunmen, amid 
a nationwide wave of kidnappings 
including last week’s discovery of the 
body of another abducted Catholic 
priest in southern Nigeria.

China Shuts Down 1000-Member 
Church

(CH): China shut down a well-known 
1,000-member Beijing church over 
the weekend and then changed the 
locks to prevent members from re-
turning to the building. the con-
gregation, Shouwang Church, made 
worldwide headlines five years ago 
when it stood up to Chinese leaders 

and refused to register with the gov-
ernment. its senior pastor, Jin tian-
ming, remains under house arrest. in 
the latest confrontation, more than 
20 Chinese police and government 
officials raided a children’s Bible 
school class and told church lead-
ers the congregation could no lon-
ger meet, according to international 
Christian Concern (iCC).

Police File Charges Against Pastors

(MSN): three pastors in western 
india have been criminally charged 
in retaliation for refuting a false 
account of a hindu extremist attack 
on six Christians that left a teenage 
girl unconscious. three of the six 
Christians beaten in Maharashtra 
state were also charged in retaliation 
for reporting the assault that left 
them with injuries requiring hospital 
treatment. 

Police who took exception to the 
pastor and two other pastors trying 
to correct a false report about the 
beating later charged them with the 
same accusations filed against the 
assailants, such as house trespass 
with intent to assault, even though 
the church leaders were not even 
present during the attack.

6 Christians Killed By Islamic 
Militants

(CH): a rebel group with ties to a 
militant islamic group has killed six 
Christians – including a 9-year-old – 
during a night time attack in a mostly 
Christian province of the Democratic 
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Republic of Congo. Rebels of the allied 
Democratic forces – pretending to 
be security agents – opened fire after 
approaching the village, killing three 
women. Nearly 500 residents fled the 
assault, heading to the nearby city. 

2600-Year-Old Link Found To King 
Josiah

(CH): archaeologists in Jerusalem 
have uncovered a 2600-year-old 
clay seal they believe belonged to 

Nathan-Melech, who is mentioned in 
2 Kings 23:11 and was a servant to 
King Josiah. 

the clay seal – called a ‘bulla’ 
– is about one centimetre across 
and reads in hebrew, “(belonging) 
to Nathan-Melech, Servant of the 
King.” It is the first archaeological 
evidence of the biblical name of 
Nathan-Melech, according to a press 
release from the City of David.

Property for sale, at Kolkata, W.B.
One bigha land covered by 9ft height boundary wall. A two stories building  

(110 ft long X 35 ft wide)1st floor hall (80ftX 35 ft) 2 guests room with western 
toilet, kitchen room (30 ft X 20ft), one toilet at ground floor, out side 10 toilets, 

two deep hand pumps with sub marshal pump, open land (110ft x 25 ft) it will be 
suitable for mission work, school, orphanage, hostel, social, church, etc.

Phone number: 9830852915 / Email: asis_sarkar@yahoo.com
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COURSES OFFERED FOR 2019-20

COURSE DURATION QUALIFICATION AFFILIATION/	
ACCREDITED

DCS (extension 
Course)

2 years 10+2 or Equivalent SSC

BCS (extension 
Course)

4 years any graduate 
Degree

SSC

B.D. (Regular) 4 years any Degree SSC
B.D. (orientation) 5 years 10+2 or Equivalent SSC

M.Div. 3 years any graduate 
Degree 

ata

M.Div. (Ug) 2 years B.th. (ata) ata
B.th. 3 years 10+2 or Equivalent ata

Christian Worker’s 
Certificate

2 years any Lay Person SiBS

SOUTH INDIA BIBLICAL SEMINARY
Since 1937 

(Inter-Denominational Institute)

Further Details Contact: the Principal 
SiBS, Po Box – 20, anandagiri 

Bangarapet – 563114 
Kolar District, Karnataka 

Mobile: +91 9433265710/ +91 9071329623/+91 9900137691 
e-mail: academicoffice.sibs@gmail.com/ reachsibs@gmail.com 

https://www.southindiabiblicalseminary.com

Affiliated to the Senate of Serampore  
College (University)[SSC] 

Accredited by Asia Theological Association [ATA]
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Light of Life 
Over 60 Years Of Ministry  

Through The Print Media

Contact:  
The Editor, Light of Life 

21, YMCA Road, Mumbai Central. Mumbai 400 008. 
Tel.:+91 22 23076941/23095656;  

Web: www.lightoflife-india.com 
Email: lightoflife2777@gmail.com;  

lightoflife1@rediffmail.com

Join In & Be Involved in this precious ministry

• PRAY for Light of Life’s ministry

• INTRODUCE Light of Life to others

• SUPPORT Light of Life financially through 
Gifts/Donations

Magazines

Books

Tracts


