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LETTERS

YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 
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YOUR LETTERS

Timely

in a time like now, when we 
come across the holy word of god 
being explained and spoken by 
modern preachers who seldom 
prefer giving any importance 
to the Biblical context, Jacob 
ninan’s editorial in the December 
2017 issue of Light of Life is 
timely and appreciated. he has 
rightly pointed out the errors 
taking place among the people 
of god within the congregations, 
assemblies and mega-gatherings.

editorial work in the holy Bible 
cannot be ruled out. In the fifth 
book of Moses, Deuteronomy, the 
final chapter ends with the death 
of Moses. one wonders, if Moses 
is the writer, how he could write 
of his own death!

W. G. Kunder,  
Vasai (E), Maharashtra

Very Apt Tribute

the article on Billy graham by 
Duke Jeyaraj was very apt and 
a tribute to one of the greatest 
evangelists. thank you for 
publishing the article in the April 
2018 issue.

Malathi  Sathyasekaran, 
Chennai, T.N.
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Editorial

APOSTASY

hippocrates, a greek 
physician who lived 
during 460-370 BC, 

is often called the father of 
medicine in the western world. 
the hippocratic oath, which 
is attributed to him, describes 
the standard of ethics which 
physicians all over the world are 
taught to uphold. An operative 
part of it says, “i will use treatment 
to help the sick according to my 
ability and judgment, but never 
with a view to injury and wrong-
doing. neither will i administer 
a poison to anybody when asked 
to do so, nor will i suggest such 
a course. Similarly, i will not give 
to a woman a pessary to cause 
abortion. But i will keep pure 
and holy both my life and my 
art.” there was a time when a 
doctor could be trusted to abide 
by the good intentions mentioned 
above, and follow the ethics of fair 
practice. when we go to a doctor 
we would like to believe that he 

has our best interests at heart, 
and till recently we would have 
never believed that the doctor 
would knowingly hurt or exploit 
us. Sad to say, that is no longer to 
be taken for granted! we would 
like to think that when someone 
wants to go through the rigorous 
period of training to become a 
doctor, his intention is to serve 
the people and help in their 
healing. But we can no longer be 
sure of it with many doctors.

it is not very rare to read in the 
newspapers that when a patient 
went in for some surgery, he has 
come out with one of his healthy 
organs, such as a kidney, missing. 
it is more common to see people 
being referred to surgery when 
it is not really required. the 
doctor asks for many different 
(expensive) tests to be done, 
and the patient gets referred to 
one specialist after another. of 
course, we must realise from 
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Editorial
the doctor’s side that there are 
some patients who would not 
be content if they are given a 
clean chit of health, and so some 
doctors would prescribe some 
harmless medicines (placebo) 
or tests to make the patient feel 
that he has been taken seriously! 
But nowadays many hospitals are 
there just for the money, and their 
goal seems to be to squeeze out 
as much money as possible from 
the patients, even if it hurts the 
patients even to the point of death. 
in a country like india, there have 
been far too many cases where 
poor people have had to sell off 
everything they owned in order 
to meet their medical expenses, 
which later turned out to have 
been inflated above the level that 
was needed.

expensive medical tests are 
many times associated with 
kickbacks from the equipment 
manufacturers to the doctor who 
prescribes them. when a doctor 
refers a patient to a specialist, 
he gets a commission from the 
specialist. the hospital also gets 
a cut! So, when a patient gets 
admitted, a lot of people seem to 
get benefitted! Is it any wonder 
if more and more tests and 
referrals are carried out without 
any real need? it also looks as if 
many times the tests are done 

mechanically and treatment is 
given symptomatically without 
the doctor exercising his clinical 
skills sufficiently.

thankfully, there are some 
hospitals and doctors even now, 
especially the Christian ones, who 
are holding on to godly standards. 
But they are becoming more and 
more rare.

we see another dimension 
when we look at the world of the 
pharmaceutical companies. it 
is not cheap to do research and 
discover new medicines, and so 
when some discovery is made, 
the companies try to maximise 
their profit. One way is to make 
the medicine expensive. But 
another way is to mislead doctors 
into prescribing their company’s 
medicines.

A lot of medical research is 
funded in academic institutions 
and hospitals by the pharma 
companies. Sometimes, the doc-
tors are paid to manipulate and 
present their results in ways that 
are favourable for the companies. 
Another way of influencing the 
research specialists is to spon-
sor their visits to international 
conferences, and to offer other 
material benefits. There are sev-
eral cases of ‘scientifically’ lower-
ing the test criteria so that more 
patients fall into the ‘sick’ cat-
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egory that needs the company’s 
proprietary medicine. Practis-
ing doctors are also encouraged 
to accept these ‘latest scien-
tific findings’ and prescribe the 
company’s medicine, along with 
commensurate benefits.

what can we call this, except as 
an apostasy from the ethical stan-
dards of the medical profession?

Another example is in the food 
and agricultural industry. we 
would have thought that hardly 
anyone would dare to add ingre-
dients to foodstuff or use chemi-
cals in the agricultural processes 
that are clearly known to hurt 
those who eat the final products. 
But this is being done on a very 
rampant scale, sometimes openly 
too. As a result, the general con-
sumer is getting ingested with 
harmful chemicals that can dam-
age his body or cause extremely 
serious sicknesses. the fact of 
the matter is that such practices 
are so common that it is becom-
ing extremely difficult to obtain 
food items that are really healthy. 
Advertisements use falsehood so 
freely that we wonder where con-
science has disappeared.

when we look around we can 
see that apostasy has infiltrated 
every area of life. there are, 
thankfully, a few who still stand 
for uprightness, but the great 

majority of people seem to be 
affected to a greater or lesser 
extent by this apostasy.

Apostasy is defined as “the state 
of having rejected your affiliation, 
religious or political beliefs, or 
principles (often in favour of 
opposing beliefs or causes).” 
Principles and values do not seem 
to matter much anymore. it is all 
about money. the operators do 
not care if other people suffer or 
even die as long as they can make 
more money.

we would have liked to say that 
we Christians do not stoop so 
low! But what about the way the 
gospel is preached? Many times it 
looks obvious that the preacher’s 
goal is to add more members for 
his church than to save them from 
their sins. Prosperity, healing 
and miracles are what are being 
offered as baits for people to 
come to Christ, in the place of 
salvation which He came to offer. 
Many people in churches are not 
even aware of what salvation 
means because they have not 
heard or understood what sin 
is! entertainment is the focus in 
many church meetings, with the 
main attraction being the choir 
accompanied by the state-of-the-
art musical equipment, lights and 
smoke! Pastors are very careful 
not to offend anyone, and pack 
their sermons with ‘profound’ 
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looking statements and humorous 
anecdotes to keep the audience 
enthralled. Sensational topics that 
would catch people’s attention 
are presented such as end time 
events and the news items that 
seem to point to the end of the 
world. Dealing with problems 
that people face is easily done 
through ‘anointed prayer’, casting 
out demons, prayers for breaking 
generational curses, witchcraft 
and black magic, etc. ‘fasting and 
prayer’ (with much singing and 
preaching, and not much fasting 
or prayer, and no repentance 
– see 2Chr.7:13,14) can give a 
‘spiritual’ appearance to the 
church. Activities and projects 
are arranged in which even 
unbelieving church members can 
participate.

As we saw in the case of what is 
happening in the field of medicine 
and food, the ‘church’ is ending up 
hurting the people for eternity, 
not having shared the truth of the 
gospel or prepared them for the 
life to come. instead of helping 
people, it ends up hurting them!

is this not apostasy? the 
Bible talks about ‘a great falling 
away’ before the revelation of 
the Antichrist (2thes.2:3). we 
cannot say that it is what is 
happening now because there 
are still many churches that are 
standing with the Lord. But just 

as many antichrists get revealed 
before the main one comes 
(1Jn.2:18), we could say that 
these apostasies that we see are 
all heading towards the final one.

we wish we could heal this 
apostasy. god is able to do that 
(hos.14:4), but it would call for 
deep repentance on the part of 
the church (v.1). if we, as individu-
als, love the Lord and care for his 
honour (ezek.9:4), we need to be 
extra careful these days to stand 
faithfully before him, not com-
promising for the sake of ‘filthy 
lucre’ (1tim.3:3 KJV). hopefully, 
as the light and salt of this earth 
we can be of some influence to 
the world which is on its slide 
downwards, and especially to the 
church. god wants false prophets 
and teachers to be exposed and 
the true gospel to be proclaimed. 
“for there are many rebellious 
men, empty talkers and deceivers, 
… who must be silenced because 
they are upsetting whole families, 
teaching things they should not 
teach for the sake of sordid gain” 
(tit.1:10,11).

Jacob Ninan 
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what is the worth of 
truth if you do not 
follow it and declare 

it boldly? Stephen, the servant 
of god of early days, believed in 
what he was convinced as the 
truth, lived for it and died for 
it, becoming the first martyr in 
Christendom. the early apostles 
set him apart to be one of the seven 
deacons to oversee social service 
to the poor widows (Acts.6:5). he 
was not to be directly associated 
with evangelism, yet he excelled 
in being obedient to his calling 
and also in preaching salvation 
and performing wonders and 
signs. 

in our words, Stephen was an 
all-rounder in evangelism. And, 
inevitably, he was noticed by the 
fanatic Jews who summoned him 
to the meeting of the Sanhedrin, 
the highest Jewish council, to 
explain his stand. with its deep 
content and unique analysis, the 
sermon delivered by Stephen at 
the Sanhedrin meeting remains 
a masterpiece even to this day, 
superbly proclaiming Jesus as 

THE MARTYR WHO 
STIRRED UP A FANATIC

Only one who lives for God boldly can die for God boldly.

T. A. PRABHU KIRAN the Saviour of the world (Acts.7). 
Stephen condemned in no 
uncertain terms the temple and 
the rituals taking the preeminent 
position over god among the 
Jewish brethren. Stephen’s point 
of argument was that the idols 
handcrafted by human hands 
required temples built by the 
human hands. But Almighty 
god, being the living and eternal 
creator of the universe, including 
human beings, whose throne 
occupies the vast expanse of the 
sky and the earth is just his foot 
stool, will not dwell in the temples 
built by human hands. But be it 
the tabernacle of Moses’ times 
or the Jerusalem temple built by 
King Solomon, they did not fully 
demonstrate the glory and the 
living presence of the Almighty 
god. Stephen said the temples 
were only meant to serve the 
contemporary spiritual needs of 
the people in history, at different 
times in small ways.

Stephen ruffled their feathers 
by undermining the temple, and 
on hearing all this the Jewish 
leaders were seething with anger. 
then, as a final nail in the coffin, 
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led by the Spirit, Stephen lifted up 
his eyes to heaven and concluded 
his sermon saying that he was 
able to see the complete glorious 
presence of god and Jesus Christ 
sitting at his right hand! the Jews 
could no longer contain their 
anger and started stoning him to 
death. the death by punishment 
reserved for those indulging in 
blasphemy against god was thus 
unjustly executed upon Stephen, 
the great servant of god. But his 
death did not go wasted. A fanatic 
Jewish leader, Saul, marvelled 
at Stephen’s unwavering faith, 
and unchallengeable doctrines. 
the clarity and especially the 
unspeakable joy and the fragrance 
of forgiveness found in Stephen, 
even as the stones were raining 
on him, made a lasting impression 
on Saul, who was overseeing the 
execution of the death sentence. 
the turbulence created in the 
interiors of Saul contributed to 
his conversion some time later, 
becoming a stalwart among 
the apostles and early church 
planters, with a new name, Paul.

only one who lives for god 
boldly can die for god boldly. 
Stephen’s episode in the Bible 
ends in just two chapters but for 
the past two thousand years, it 
has been inspiring the evangelical 
movements all over the world 
(Acts.6,7).

But what is happening now? 
we are representing a generation 
of powerless servants of god 
who confine Christianity to 
preaching alone and shy away 
from practising what the Lord 
had practised and preached 
all through his life setting a 
very high benchmark. we have 
conveniently forgotten the 
principle of sharing the love 
of Jesus with the needy and 
the deprived, the cornerstone 
principle of Christianity, but have 
earned the nick name as people 
who simply share the gospel. 

we have become the prisoners of 
the weak segment of Christianity 
that is bereft of the power of 
Christ. we had to pay dearly for 
our monumental failure to prove 
to the world that Christianity is 
in fact a vibrant movement that 
revolutionises and transforms 
people. we may have many grand 
labels pasted on us, but if our 
preaching does not match our 
testimony and lifestyle and it is 
not bringing glory to his name 
and comfort to the needy, it is all 
but a futile exercise.

T. A. Prabhu Kiran  
is a journalist-turned-

evangelist, based in 
Hyderabad. He is also a 

Bible teacher, conference 
speaker and writer.  
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the cruel and torturous 
crucifixion of the Lord 
Jesus Christ on the cross 

is one of the greatest and unique 
events in the annals of human 
history. on account of the unjust 
decision taken by Pontius Pilate, 
the Roman governor of Judea, in 
spite of the fact that he did not 
find any criminal offence in Jesus, 
he still washed off his hands and 
allowed the Jewish leaders to 
crucify Jesus. 

Jewish history reveals that 
bribery, insults, outrages, wanton 
injuries, executions without trials, 
and horrible and grievous cruelty 
marked Pilate’s rule. Crucifixion 
by nailing a person on the cross 
was the Roman way of execution 
of hardened and notorious 
criminals. Although Jesus was the 
Son god, he, as a divine mender, 
gave his body to be nailed on the 
cross as a ghastly bridge upon 
which we may walk from Satan’s 
territory into glorious heaven. it is 
hard to imagine a more desperate 
plight than that of Jesus; his 
sufferings held up to public scorn 
and shame, his body given over 
to excruciating pain and agony 
due to the slow and cruel torture. 

THE PERFECT SACRIFICE
Jesus endured the cross knowing that it would lead to our 

salvation.

M. G. MATHEWS we need to realise that when the 
body of Jesus was tortured by the 
crown of thorns, the sharp nails 
and the spear, the redemption 
and salvation for men flowed like 
the crystal clear stream of living 
waters which cleanses sinners 
and gives them eternal life.

the Jewish high priests and 
leaders/elders of the Sanhedrin 
accused Jesus of blasphemy, 
arriving at the unjust decision to 
put him to death by crucifixion. 
But they needed the approval 
of the Roman governor for the 
death sentence. So, Jesus was 
taken to Pontus Pilate, the Roman 
governor of Judea. Although 
Pilate found him innocent and 
not guilty of any crime, he feared 
the crowd, letting them decide 
the fate of Jesus. Brainwashed by 
the Jewish high priests, the crowd 
shouted, “Crucify him.” instead of 
Jesus, they wanted Barabbas, a 
notorious criminal and murderer 
to be set free. it is surprising 
to note that the same crowd 
which had uttered, “hosannah,” 
at the triumphal entry of Jesus 
into the city of Jerusalem, riding 
on a donkey, now shouted 
“Crucify him.” Jesus was publicly 
scourged, beaten with leather-
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thong whip, tied with tiny pieces 
of iron and bone chips, causing 
deep cuts and painful bruises. he 
was mocked, struck on the head 
with a staff and spat on His face 
by the Roman soldiers. A prickly 
crown of thorns was thrust on 
his head and he was stripped 
of his clothes. Jesus was then 
led to golgotha, the crucifixion 
site. Before nailing him on the 
cross, He was offered a mixture of 
vinegar, gall and myrrh, but Jesus 
refused to drink it. An inscription 
above his head read, JnRJ (Jesus 
Nazarenus Rex Judaeorum in 
Latin) which means Jesus of 
nazareth, the King of Jews.

Jesus, who hung the earth upon 
the waters was hung upon the 
cross. he who is the King of kings 
and the Lord of lords was arrayed 
in a crown of thorns thrust on his 
head. he who wraps the heavens 
in clouds was wrapped in the 
purple cloth of mockery and 
ridicule. he who was born to set 
the sinners free from the bondage 
of sin, received blows and spit by 
the Roman soldiers upon his face. 
he who is the Bridegroom of the 
bride, the church, was fixed by 
nails on his hands and feet on the 
cross. he who is the Son of god, 
was pierced with a spear and the 
blood and water flowed. But He 
who was buried and laid to rest 
broke the Roman seal of the tomb, 
and was gloriously resurrected 
by the father.

Jesus, as the glorious epitome of 
marvellous mercy and matchless 
love, was kind to the penitent 
thief, forgiving him, erasing his 
guilt and wiping off his criminal 
record. it is intriguing to note that 
the repentant thief, a notorious 
criminal who was crucified with 
Jesus, was forgiven by the Lord 
just before he died and with the 
tortured lips Jesus spoke to him 
saying, “to day you will be with 
Me in Paradise” (Lk.23:43). even 
his dying moments belonged to 
others for their benevolence.

Ironically, the Crucifixion Day, 
widely known as good friday all 
over the world, is a crucial day 
of the year because it reminds us 
of the vicarious sufferings of the 
Lord Jesus Christ on the cross 
and as the most momentous 
weekend in the history of the 
world. ever since Jesus died 
and has been resurrected to life, 
Christians have proclaimed the 
cross and resurrection of Jesus to 
be the decisive turning point for 
all creation. on good friday, we 
remember the day Jesus willingly 
suffered and died by crucifixion 
as the ultimate sacrifice for our 
sins (1Jn.1:10). 

the glorious celebration of the 
day Jesus was raised from the 
dead, heralding his victory over 
sin and death, points ahead to a 
future resurrection of all saints 
who are united to him in faith 
(Rom.6:5). the wrath of god 
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against sin had to be poured out 
on Jesus, as the perfect sacrificial 
substitute, so that forgiveness 
and salvation may be poured for 
all humanity. without that awful 
day of sufferings, sorrow, agony 
and bloodshed on the cross, god 
could not be both ‘just’ and the 
‘justifier’ of those who trust in 
Jesus (Rom.3:26). Paradoxically, 
the day that seemed to be the 
greatest triumph of Jewish 
leaders, was actually the pinnacle 
in god’s glorious plan to redeem 
the world from the bondage of 
sin.

the cross is where we see the 
convergence of great suffering 
and god’s forgiveness. the sons 

of Korah sang the psalm, “Love 
and faithfulness meet together, 
righteousness and peace kiss each 
other” (Psa.85:10). that occurred 
at the cross of Jesus, where god 
demanded his righteousness, 
which coincided with his mercy 
and peace. “for the joy set before 
him, Jesus endured the cross” 
(heb.12:2). Jesus endured it 
knowing that it would lead to his 
resurrection, our salvation and 
the beginning of god’s reign of 
righteousness and peace. 
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which ‘furniture’ housed 
in the Solomon’s 
temple symbolised 

the covenantal relationship 
between the Almighty and the 
Jews? the Ark of the Covenant. 
which ‘furniture’ mirrors 
the covenantal relationship  
between our heavenly father and 
us in this grace age? it is the ‘cross’. 
Let’s look at the significance of 
the cross in a Christian’s life.

Saves

“But far be it from me to 
boast except in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ...” (gal.6:14). 
the apostle Paul, in his epistle 
to the galatian churches, stated 
that the cross of Christ alone 
could atone for the sins of the 
world, for ‘some leaven’ in those 
churches was leading them away 
from the true ‘salvation through 
the cross’ doctrine to the false 
‘salvation through circumcision’ 
one (gal.5:9,10). he was willing to 
endure all persecution for taking 
this stand (gal.1:10;5:11).

what is so ‘great’ about the 
salvation through the cross of 
Christ? (heb.2:3). it’s free, fair and 

DO NOT BE CROSS 
ABOUT THE CROSS

The cross not only saves but also shapes us into a Christ-like image.

SURESH MANOHARAN does the spiritual work that ‘weak’ 
folks like us cannot accomplish 
by ourselves (Rom.3:20-28 
tLB). imagine, if entering into a 
covenantal relationship with our 
heavenly father involved great 
sacrifice of money or energy, the 
rich and the strong would steal a 
march on the poor and the weak.

there is no work involved, 
so to speak, ‘in becoming one 
with our heavenly father’ 
(Jn.17:21); rather salvation 
through Christ entails that we 
in faith simply accept the ‘work 
already finished’ on the cross, 
albeit with a contrite heart 
Jn.19:30;Acts.2:37,38;Rom.10:8-
10).

Caught in the crossroads of life, 
wavering between holiness and 
sinfulness? Remember, that it 
is at the cross one crosses over 
from the realm of darkness into 
the one of light (1Pet.2:9,10). 
without delaying, take the way of 
the cross. Pray this prayer with a 
contrite heart, “Lord Jesus, i come 
to the cross as a hopeless sinner, 
who with his own limited strength 
cannot live a god-honouring, holy 
and pure life. By the blood, shed 
in the cross, cleanse me of my sins 
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and with Your power release me 
from the grip of my own selfish 
desires and habits. i believe You 
died for my sins and rose again 
from death, as per the Scriptures 
for my sake. Forgive me and fill 
me with Your holy joy. Amen.” 

Shapes 

“if anyone would come after 
Me, let him deny himself and take 
up his cross daily and follow Me” 
(Lk.9:23). our heavenly father 
desires that all those who enter 
into a covenantal relationship with 
him should mature and go on to 
become like his Son, our Saviour 
Jesus Christ (2Cor.3:18;1Pet.1:5-
11;2Pet.3:18). eventually, doesn’t 
our heavenly Father want to fill 
heaven with Jesus-like people (the 
brothers of the Lord and in the 
Lord), who having begun the work 
of already consistently praising 
him on this side of eternity 
(heb.2:11-12;Psa.22:22), ought 
to continue the same on the other 
side perpetually? our permanent, 
fulfilling activity in heaven would 
be that of continually praising 
our father who is worthy of our 
praises.

how do we acquire Christ-
like qualities, his all-consuming 
desire to obey the father, 
borne out of his love for him, 
his meekness, gentleness, 
perseverance, patience? “we also 
exult in our tribulations, knowing 
that tribulation brings about 

perseverance; and perseverance, 
proven character; and hope” 
(Rom.5:3,4). “Consider it all joy, 
my brethren, when you encounter 
various trials, knowing that the 
testing of your faith produces 
endurance. And let endurance 
have its perfect result, so that 
you may be perfect and complete, 
lacking in nothing” (Jas.1:2-4).

the cross not only saves but also 
shapes us into a Christ-like image. 
Realisation of the truth, that a 
painful cross is actually beneficial 
to you in the long-run spiritually, 
is in itself a liberating experience 
(Jn.8:32) besides being a mark of 
spiritual maturity. Simply put, the 
Lord would not ‘carry us’, if we do 
not carry his cross faithfully.

Sustains 

“the cross bears those who 
bear the cross,” observed the wise 
Sadhu Sundar Singh. we cling to 
the indwelling, joyous holy Spirit 
for sustenance in the wake of the 
purifying painful experiences 
coming our way. where there is 
the presence of the Lord, there is 
that indescribable joy and where 
that heavenly joy is, there is that 
strength of the Lord to strengthen 
our inner man to carry the cross 
(Psa.16:11,neh.8:10;1Pet.1:7,8;R
om.15:13;eph.3:16).

it would make sense only to the 
Christians who have faithfully 
carried the cross for many years 
with the inner strengthening of 
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the Lord when i observe that 
Christian character gets built 
only in the rare atmosphere of 
‘pressure outside and pleasure 
inside’.

Sadly, some of us attribute the 
power of god to awe-inspiring 
miracles, like parting of the Red 
Sea or raising of the dead, with-
out realising that it is that same 
power which is equipping us also 
to carry the cross faithfully. the 
Scripture uses god’s ‘grace’ and 
his ‘power’ interchangeably while 
explaining it. “And with great pow-
er the apostles were giving their 
testimony to the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus, and great grace 
was upon them all” (Acts.4:33). 
“My grace is sufficient for you, 
for My power is made perfect in 
weakness” (2Cor.12:9).

Joni eareckson tada, a quad-
riplegic (paralysed neck down-
wards and confined to a wheel-
chair now for 50 years) and 
a ‘great’ servant of god, who 
preaches very effectively not only 
through lip, but also through her 
life, says, “he has chosen not to 
heal me, but to hold me. the more 
intense the pain, the closer his 
embrace. My wheelchair was the 
key to seeing all this happen – es-
pecially since god’s power always 
shows up best in weakness...”

Signals

if there is one word to describe 
the on-going covenantal relation-

ship between our heavenly fa-
ther and us, it is love. Period! And 
if there is one activity that silently 
conveys the message to our heav-
enly father that we deeply love 
him 24x7, it is consistent cross-
bearing without complaining. no, 
not even praying or Bible reading 
or fellowshipping, though they 
are good in themselves and even 
strengthen us to bear the cross. 
however, they cannot be carried 
24x7 and can be ‘accomplished’ 
even by some determined ‘Phari-
saic Christians’ for a period; but 
cross-bearing is a different ball 
game altogether. it is possible 
only if we love the Lord.

By the same token, when the 
Lord places his joyous holy 
Spirit in our hearts 24x7 to 
strengthen us to bear the cross, 
he also signals to us silently the 
message, “My child, i love you” 
(1Jn.1:3;4:16) in unmistakable 
terms. So, when we bear the 
cross without any bitterness, our 
heavenly father strengthens us 
with his ethereal joy, 24x7. the 
message, “I love you,” keeps criss-
crossing between the father and 
his children.

Spurs

indescribable heavenly rewards 
aside (Rom.8:18;1Cor.2:9), 
finally what spurs a Christian, 
as he is bearing the cross, is the 
unshakable true belief that his 
heavenly father would not allow 
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any unbearable cross to rest on 
his shoulders (1Cor.10:13).

Yes, cross-bearing is indispens-
able for us to be walking hum-
bly and lovingly with our heav-
enly father, but the situations 
where we would have to carry 
our cross would not be constant. 
for instance, the same emotional 
problem may not buffet us per-
petually; in its place may come 
‘a more convenient load’ to carry 
(1Pet.5:6-10). But minus that 
‘new load’, which our heavenly 
Father in His sovereign, infinite 
wisdom places on ‘our shoulders’, 
we would spiritually ‘collapse’.

Amazing is the Christian life. 
while it may seem to us that we 

are walking with a bent back, 
courtesy the cross, actually it is 
that cross (in the Lord’s sight) 
that is making us walk ‘upright’. 
A holy irony indeed! Reminds us 
of an erstwhile ‘deceiver’, Jacob, 
walking ‘upright’ in the spiritual 
realm (post the ethereal wrestling 
bout), only after starting to limp 
‘physically’, maimed as he was 
by the all-knowing good Lord, 
who desired his spiritual welfare 
(gen.32:22-32).
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Pope francis recently 
stirred up controversy by 
suggesting that the line 

in the Lord’s Prayer should not 
be “lead us not into temptation” 
and that we need to have a better 
translation, because god does 
not lead us to temptation. Most 
people are upset because they 
want to hold on to the traditional 
rendering of that line in the 
prayer.

the Pope is right in asserting 
that god is not the one who tempts 
people to sin. that is a biblically 
correct assertion. Scripture says, 
“when tempted, no one should 
say, ‘god is tempting me.’ for god 
cannot be tempted by evil, nor 
does he tempt anyone; but each 
one is tempted when, by his own 
evil desire, he is dragged away 
and enticed. then, after desire 
has conceived, it gives birth to 
sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, 
gives birth to death” (Jas.1:13-
15).

Poetic Prayer

Still, the Pope has got it wrong 
in insisting that the translation 
is wrong. the Lord’s Prayer is 

LEAD US NOT?
When we pray, “Lead us not into temptation” we are in 

humility admitting that we need God to come to our rescue.

KURUVILLA CHANDY similar to the Psalms. it’s poetry. 
Unlike the style of old english 
poets who rhymed lines, hebrew 
poets used parallelism of ideas. 
As hebrew or Aramaic poetry, the 
following would be its format.

“Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be Your name.

Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done on earth as in 

heaven.

Give us this day 
Our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins 
As we forgive those who sin 

against us.

Lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil.”

the second line of each of the 
couplets in the Lord’s Prayer 
gives sense to the first line. 
Without the second line, the first 
line is only like a ritual statement. 
thus, there’s no point in saying 
that god is in heaven, if we are 
not going to keep his name holy, 
or praying that god’s kingdom 
should come, if we are not going 
to do his will as it is done now 
in heaven. Similarly, there is no 
point in asking for forgiveness, 
if we are not going to channel 
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that experience of forgiveness to 
others.

So the line ‘lead us not into 
temptation’ is to be understood 
and can be understood only in 
the context of the line ‘deliver us 
from evil’. 

Praying About the Future

This is the first and only negative 
petition in the Lord’s Prayer. Jesus 
knew that people need to be able 
to talk to god Almighty about the 
things that affect them negatively. 
everything in life is not good and 
beneficial. Some things are bad 
and if we can’t tell god about 
them, we are in deep trouble and 
entirely lost.

the petitions in the Lord’s 
Prayer deal not only with heaven 
and earth, body and soul, but also 
with our present, past and future 
(in that order). 

the petition for food is 
representative of all our bodily 
needs of food, clothing and shelter 
that we face from day to day. they 
are therefore uppermost on our 
minds if we have not been able 
to make provision for them or 
live from hand to mouth. these 
are urgent and pressing needs, 
and we keep on worrying about 
them until we know that we 
have enough and will not want 
for them. Scripture says that the 
best antidote for anxiety is prayer 
(Phil.4:6-7).

it is our past that we confront 
when we pray for forgiveness. 
instead of letting guilt and the 
foreboding sense of judgment 
hang over our heads like a sword, 
we acknowledge our sins and roll 
them on to our heavenly father, 
who sanctifies us without being 
contaminated by our sins.

the fact that we have needed 
and continue to need forgiveness 
shows us that we are vulnerable, 
capable of falling. the human 
capacity to fail is one basic reason 
for people seeking guidance. our 
experience of errors of judgment 
prompts us to pray that we do not 
wish to be in a situation that will 
again mess up our future. having 
known defeat, we ask the father 
to redirect our steps so that we 
do not get caught in the same old 
troubles.

Recall what transpired when 
the magi came to see the infant 
Jesus. on reaching Judea they 
stopped following the star that 
had led them. they relied on 
their own wisdom and naturally 
thought that they would find 
the new king in a palace. After 
realising their mistake, they went 
back to following the star. they 
found their king in a poor home 
and in spite of their own instincts 
telling them that the little child 
in faded clothes looked like no 
king or prince, they prostrated 
in worship before him. After 
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their bad experience of trusting 
their own discretion, they took 
direction from god and went 
back home another way so that 
they would not have to face the 
old king’s inquisition (Matt.2:1-
12).

the prayer for deliverance from 
evil is not about being saved from 
some abstract, vague concept of 
evil. it is a prayer to be delivered 
from ‘the evil one’ who tempts 
us. thus, when we pray, “Lead 
us not into temptation,” we are 
praying, “Bring us not into trial 
by the Devil.”

God Is In Control

Does god lead people to be 
tempted and tried by the Devil? 
Scripture tells us, “the Spirit 
led Jesus into the desert to be 
tempted by the Devil” (Matt.4:1). 
Did that happen only to Jesus, 
because he was god-incarnate? 
was he made the special target 
of Satan and will the rest of us 
escape the attention of the Devil 
and his assistant demons?

if we believe he was god-
incarnate, God in the flesh, we 
have to conclude that it was not 
an experience unique to Jesus. 
He was in the flesh to experience 
what happens to humankind. 
what happens to us, happened to 
him, and what happened to him 
as a human being, happens to us 
too.

what this means is that it is 
god who decides the time when 
we are ready to face the Devil’s 
wiles and plots and allows the 
Devil to put us to the test. god is 
in control. he has not given the 
Devil permission to do as he wills 
with us.

this is seen clearly in Job’s 
life. god was ‘boasting’ about 
Job’s commitment to godliness. 
Satan retorted that Job was godly 
only because god had blessed 
him in so many ways. then 
he challenged god to remove 
the protective wall around Job 
and let Job’s commitment and 
loyalty to god be tested (Job1:6-
11). in the beginning of Job’s 
trial, god allowed Satan to 
bring trouble into Job’s life, but 
restricted him from attacking 
Job himself. Consequently, the 
evil one deprived Job of all his 
possessions and even took the 
lives of all his children. through 
it all, Job remained unbreakable 
in his commitment to being 
godly (vv.12-22). when the Lord 
god boasted again about Job’s 
righteousness, Satan once again 
belittled Job’s commitment. he 
argued that as long as a man was 
spared from experiencing the 
effects of evil in his own body 
and soul, he could be accepting 
troubles that came near him 
(2:1-5). then it was, that the Lord 
gave Satan permission to up the 
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intensity of Job’s trial, and he was 
struck with a terrible skin disease 
that made him a social outcast, 
who needed to sit on an ash 
heap. even after this heightened 
trouble, Job came through with 
flying colours, remaining holy 
and faithful (vv.6-8).

from Job’s experience we 
learn that the Lord doesn’t 
allow us to be tested beyond our 
strength. if trial follows trial, it 
is only because god himself has 
assessed us to have the strength 
to withstand the new trial having 
overcome the earlier one. here’s 
what god’s word says about how 
god is the one permitting the 
level and intensity of temptations 
and trials we face: “no temptation 
has seized you except what is 
common to man. And god is 
faithful; he will not let you be 
tempted beyond what you can 
bear. But when you are tempted, 
he will also provide a way out so 
that you can stand up under it” 
(1Cor.10:13).

Our Advocate

the name ‘Satan’ means 
‘adversary’ or ‘enemy’. Just as much 
as we have an Advocate—Jesus 
Christ, the righteous, we have an 
adversary who accuses us before 
god (Rev.12:10). we could say, it 
is because the adversary exists 
that we have to have an advocate 
(1Jn.2:1;Rom.8:34;heb.7:25). 
Satan or his minions will do 

everything within their daibolic 
powers to trip us up by tempting 
us in all sorts of ways, but we 
can turn to our god and cry out, 
“Lead us not into temptation. 
take us away from this tempting 
situation and deliver us from the 
evil one.”

the word ‘temptation’ can also 
mean ‘trial’. it is a trial of our 
strength. Christians cannot avoid 
trials or tests. we can pray about 
being spared tests or surviving 
them, but they will come in waves 
depending on how much god 
thinks we will be able to bear. Yes, 
trials test us and thereafter leave 
us stronger when we overcome 
them. that is why Scripture 
tells us that we are to, “Count 
it all joy, my brothers, when 
you meet trials of various 
kinds, for you know that the 
testing of your faith produces 
steadfastness. And let 
steadfastness have its full 
effect, that you may be perfect 
and complete, lacking in 
nothing” (Jas.1:2-4).

even though temptations 
and trials come our way to 
test our strength and to leave 
us stronger, it is perfectly all 
right to pray that we are not 
brought into trials that bring 
us into confrontation with 
the evil one. After all, even 
our Lord prayed for his cup of 
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shame and suffering to pass, but 
at the same time submitted in 
prayer to the father, ready to do 
his will at any cost, at all costs 
(Mk.14:36). he was tempted just 
like us, but he came through 
triumphantly without having 
sinned (heb.4:15). 

when we pray, “Lead us not 
into temptation,” we are in 
humility admitting that we 
need god to come to our rescue. 
Scripture says, “therefore 
let him who thinks he stands 
take heed that he does not fall” 
(1Cor.10:12 nASB). we dare not 
imagine that we will be able 
to defeat Satan just like that. 
we dare not face him or his 
demons on our own. we need 
help—and that comes from 
god, our helper (Psa.46:1).

the secret of being able to 
defeat the Devil is submission to 
god: “Submit yourselves, then, to 
god. Resist the devil, and he will 
flee from you” (Jas.4:7). in the 
olden days, when one kingdom 
surrendered and submitted to 
another, if an enemy attacked the 
subject nation, they could appeal 

to the ruling kingdom to come 
to their aid to fight for them and 
to rescue them. this is exactly 
what happened in the case of 
the gibeonites who were serving 
israel. when gibeon was under 
attack by enemy nations uniting 
against it, they appealed to israel 
to come to their rescue and israel 
did (Josh.9:3-16;10:6-7). So too, 
when the Devil sees that we are 
a protectorate of god, he gives 
up the fight. That just happens 
automatically. if you take god 
as your Sovereign Lord, you can 
indeed say “boo” to the Devil. 
But do not taunt the Devil before 
turning to god!

we cannot and must not 
stop praying, “Lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us 
from the evil one”, for it is the 
petition that proclaims that we 
are casting ourselves on the 
Lord our god.
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miraculous gifts may not be 
present in a church. In such 
a situation, James said that 
anyone who is sick is to ask the 
elders of the church to anoint 
him or her and pray for healing, 
and the promise of God is that 
healing will come in answer to 
the prayer of faith (5:13-15). We 
need to have more faith about 
this promise and put it into 
practice among us.

We are indeed living in better 
days. If we were living in the 
time when Jesus was on the 
earth, we would have found 
Jesus “sent only to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel” 
(Matt.15:24). Or, like Martha and 

Mary discovered that just when 
someone was sick unto death, 
Jesus was not there (Jn.11:1-
44). We have the Holy Spirit in 
us and the Holy Spirit is more 
powerful than the spirits that 
inhabit the world (1Jn.4:4). The 
Holy Spirit will empower us 
to glorify Jesus, but we need to 
stop treating Him like a ghost. 
We have to stop ignoring Him. 
We need to let Him have His 
way with us in our lives and in 
our churches. 
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t hy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven.”

in order to understand this 
statement, we first need to know 
how things happen in heaven. 
then, we need to ensure that we 
bring this atmosphere of heaven 
on earth – the values and the 
presence of god.

we all ask questions. But when 
god asks questions, it seems like 
he is confronting us with the 
standards of heaven in our lives. 
Something is grossly wrong. 
hence, his questions. 

Let us look at a few questions 
that are recorded for us in the 
Bible, that god has asked.

obviously, when god asks a 
question, it does not mean he 
does not know the answer. his 
question is to reveal the truth to 
us. it is to reveal the condition of 
our heart. we tend to overlook, 
ignore, or bypass them. So, god’s 
question arrests us in our tracks 
and gives us a wakeup call.

we have the choice to yield, 
surrender, repent, confess and 
forsake our wrong and turn in the 

WHEN GOD QUESTIONS
When God asks questions, He is confronting us with the 

standards of heaven in our lives.

STANLEY MEHTA right direction. But sometimes, 
people have been so arrogant 
they have defied God and have 
been rebellious. 
Q #1 – God Questions Adam

“But the Lord god called to the 
man, ‘where are you?’” (gen.3:9).

firstly, it is an awakening 
question. those, who, by sin, go 
astray from god, should seriously 
consider where they are; they are 
far off from all good, in the midst 
of their enemies, in bondage to 
Satan, and on the high road to 
utter ruin. Satan’s temptations 
are all beguiling, his arguments all 
deceits, his allurements all cheats; 
when he speaks fair, believe him 
not. it is by the deceitfulness of 
sin the heart is hardened. god is 
calling out to you. Are you hiding 
from him, are you avoiding him, 
are you not facing the issues of 
eternity?

Secondly, it is a convicting 
question. You once were following 
the Lord, you were on fire, you 
were zealous, but where are you 
now?

thirdly, it is a seeking question. 
god is still seeking you. thank 
god, he is still on your case.
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Adam’s response should have 
been, “o Lord, i am so sorry and 
deeply ashamed of my choices. 
i should have been on guard, i 
should have protected my wife, 
when the serpent was talking to 
her. i was careless, and not alert. 
i deeply regret what i have done. 
i failed. o Lord, could You please 
forgive me?” instead, Adam tried 
to divert the question, and blame 
it on his wife, and indirectly 
blame god.

god is asking you a question 
today: “where are you?” what is 
your answer?
Q #2 – God Questions Eve

“then the Lord god said to the 
woman, ‘what is this you have 
done?’” (gen.3:13).

god is expressing his surprise. 
god is saying: i gave you millions 
of fruit trees to eat from, and 
asked you not to eat of one tree, 
to protect you from death and 
destruction. And you chose to 
eat from that tree. what have you 
done?

i made you a suitable helpmate 
to assist man for constructive 
purposes. instead, you have 
led him to disobedience and 
destruction. Do you realise what 
you have done? 

i created you, blessed you, 
provided for you, gave you a 
husband, gave you security, 
maintained a healthy relationship 

with you by meeting both of you 
every day, gave you dominion 
over the whole earth, and you 
chose to doubt My word, and 
believe in the lie of that serpent. 
And you believed when the 
serpent said that i did not have 
the best intention in My heart for 
you. what have you done?

You defected from My kingdom 
and crossed over to the enemy 
kingdom. And the punishment 
for defection is death. Do you 
realise what you have done? You 
have not only polluted yourself, 
and your husband, but you have 
corrupted all your descendants 
and your posterity with that. it is 
going to affect all of the creation 
that is under your control. what 
have you done?

in response, what should she 
have said? “o Lord, i am so sorry. i 
got carried away. i became careless. 
i unnecessarily entertained the 
serpent. i should have waited till 
evening and asked You about it, i 
should have clarified my doubts 
with You as we meet every day. i 
am so ashamed of myself. forgive 
me, be merciful to me a sinner.” 
instead, she said, “the serpent 
beguiled me.” It means I am fine, 
but he is to be blamed!

god may be asking us a 
question. i created you, blessed 
you, provided for you, gave you a 
family, gave you security, gave you 
all the promises. But you chose to 
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doubt My word, and believe in 
the lies of your friends and the 
media. You believe in what the 
world says, and not what i have 
decreed. what have you done?

i have loved you with an 
everlasting love. i made you in 
My own image. My eyes run to 
and fro on the face of this earth to 
show Myself strong on behalf of 
all those who are fully committed 
to Me. All day long, i have held My 
hands out to you. to assure you 
of My love, i sent My only Son to 
die on the cross for the sins you 
committed, and to open the door 
of heaven for you, so that you 
can be with Me forever and ever. 
But you have doubted My love, 
and chosen to embrace your job, 
chase your friends, and love your 
comfort. what have you done?
Q #3 – God Questions Cain

“then the Lord said to Cain, 
‘where is your brother Abel?’” 
(gen.4:9).

god is making Cain responsible 
for his brother. in the new 
testament, Jesus summarised the 
ten Commandments as, “Love 
god, and love your neighbour.”

we are further asked to be 
sensitive to the needs of our 
family. “But if a widow has 
children or grandchildren, these 
should learn first of all to put their 
religion into practice by caring for 
their own family and so repaying 

their parents and grandparents, 
for this is pleasing to god… 
Anyone who does not provide for 
their relatives, and especially for 
their own household, has denied 
the faith and is worse than an 
unbeliever” (1tim.5:4,8). Your 
Christianity is questionable, and 
you would be worse than a pagan 
if you failed in this duty of yours.

then we are asked to take care of 
the church members. “therefore, 
as we have opportunity, let us do 
good to all people, especially to 
those who belong to the family of 
believers” (gal.6:10).

Some people have a very low 
view of the church. they believe 
in a personal walk with god, but 
stay away from the church. to 
them church is optional. they 
are committed to the Lord, but 
not committed to the church. it 
is a personal piety, and personal 
holiness. that is biblically 
ridiculous. what is god’s opinion 
of the church? Jesus loved the 
church and died for her. he is 
busy preparing the church to be 
without spot and wrinkle. to say, 
i love the Lord but not the church, 
is absurd. 

the Lord does ask us a question. 
“where is your brother?” will you 
react like Cain, “i don’t know. Am i 
my brother’s keeper?” or will you 
from this day onward, be alert 
to your brother’s need. Maybe 
he needs money, he needs some 
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food and ration, he needs medical 
care, his kids need school fees. 
why not keep aside some money 
every month from your salary 
exclusively to take care of these 
needs. You are blessed, then, you 
ought to bless others. Anything 
else will reek of selfishness and 
hypocrisy.

the Lord asks you a question, 
“where is your brother?” what is 
your answer?
Q #4 – God Questions Balaam

“god came to Balaam and asked, 
‘who are these men with you?’” 
(num.22:9).

Balaam is putting himself 
in a place of temptation. he is 
associating with a team of people 
that will cause him to compromise 
his faith. there is a lure, a 
promise of a lot of money, fame, 
prominence, but he is going to 
end up selling his soul. And god in 
his goodness is asking a question 
so that as Balaam tries to answer 
that, Balaam would have known 
that this is a trap. And any further 
association with that team is going 
to result in his downfall. 

Sometimes, god speaks to us in 
an audible voice, “who are these 
men with you?” or he could speak 
to us in our conscience the same 
question. Or, “who is that woman 
with you?”

in such a situation, you could 
end up exchanging your birth 

right for a bowl of stew. or selling 
your Master for 30 pieces of 
silver. Does not the Bible say, 
“What shall it profit a man if he 
gains the whole world, but loses 
his own soul?” the right response 
would be to ‘flee youthful lusts’. 
Don’t remain there in the place of 
temptation. Deal ruthlessly.

Unfortunately Balaam did 
not do that and that caused his 
ultimate nemesis. today, god is 
asking you a question about some 
wrong relationship/partnership/
association/affair that you are 
entertaining. May be you are over 
friendly with a woman in your 
work spot. You are aware that 
you are crossing the boundary 
and are becoming over familiar 
with someone. May be you as 
woman, are living in a fantasy 
world. god is laying his finger 
on the right spot. And he is 
asking a question, “what kind 
of relationship do you have with 
that person?”

or it could be a group of friends 
in your company, who crack lewd 
jokes, use swear words, share 
nude video clips, and you are not 
taking any precautionary steps. 
or maybe you are about to start 
a business in partnership with 
someone you know will lead 
to compromise of the biblical 
standards.

the Lord is asking us a question, 
“who are these people with you?” 
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it is a wakeup call. what will you 
answer?
Q #5 – God Questions Jonah

“But god said to Jonah, ‘is it 
right for you to be angry about 
the plant?’” (Jon.4:9).

Jonah was commissioned to 
deliver a message to nineveh. the 
message included a hope because 
Jonah knew god was gracious and 
merciful. And he did not want god 
to be merciful to the ninevites 
(modern day equivalent could be 
iSiS, or the north Koreans). So he 
ran away. But god brought him 
back with the help of a storm, and 
a fish.

Jonah preached to the people. 
then he sat on a nearby hill to 
see the judgment. But the city 
repented and god forgave them. 
And god wanted to show Jonah 
the condition of his heart. to give 
him shade, God first let a creeper 
grow super-fast, so he could be 
protected from the harsh sunrays 
and remain cool. But after some 
time, god allowed a worm to 
eat that creeper, and Jonah felt 
very hot and uncomfortable. As 
the temperature rose, so did his 
anger.

when god asked him the 
question, he was actually saying, 
“You want the creeper to live, 
but what about the people? You 
are more concerned about your 
comfort than the destruction 

of 120000 people. You are 
concerned about your secure 
future and not worried about 
120000 people going to hell. You 
are more concerned about your 
comfort than about evangelism. 
You are more concerned about 
your word of judgment and 
destruction to come true, rather 
than seeing them repent and be 
restored.”

Jonah, you are getting angry 
about the wrong things. You are 
angry about earthly issues of 
comfort, rather than the eternal 
issues that matter. the Lord 
asked him a question, “Do you 
have a right to be angry about 
that creeper that was eaten by 
the worm?” his answer was “i 
am so angry that i wish to die. i 
want the creeper back and if not, 
i would rather die.”

My prayer is often concerned 
with my comfort. i pray for my 
health, i pray for the city of 
Bangalore, that the roads will be 
free of potholes, that the garbage 
be removed every day, that we 
will get potable water from the 
River Cauvery, and that electricity 
will be reliable. i get upset, if 
the generator in my building 
is stopped, as i then have to 
climb three floors with my knee 
problem. i become emotional and 
passionate about these issues. i 
get angry sometimes.
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But i see that i have no emotion 
or any passion about millions 
of people going to hell. i am not 
moved to share the gospel with 
them. i see people steeped in 
idolatry, and i am not grieved. i 
see poverty all around, but i am 
immune to that. i close my eyes 
and keep going ahead. there 
are issues of injustice in the city. 
Some minor girls are trafficked 
into the sex trade. Children are 
made to do labour. Upper castes 
suppress and oppress the lower 
castes. the rich rough-handle 
the poor. the illiterate people are 
cheated of their rights. And i am 
not passionate or angry, about 
any of these issues.

in heaven, what causes Him 
grief? what disturbs him? what 
upsets him? if they rejoice in 
heaven over one sinner that 
repents, then he must be grieving 
if the sinner continues in his sin.

the Lord is grieved as he asks 
all those five questions. And the 
response from all the people is 
contrary to what we can expect. 

Does god have a question, when 
he is pleased with someone? Yes. 
Let’s look at the last question
Q #6 – God Questions Satan

“then the Lord said to Satan, 
‘have you considered my servant 
Job? there is no one on earth like 
him; he is blameless and upright, 
a man who fears god and shuns 
evil.’” (Job1:8).

the Lord was proud of Job. 
he delighted in Job and was 
boasting and excited about Job. 
the Lord himself had noticed the 
credentials of Job.

is god delighted with me, as 
he is delighted with Job? is god 
pleased with me, as he was 
pleased with Job? is god feeling 
ashamed of me? Does god hang 
his head in shame when he 
thinks of me?

Stanley Mehta   
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Bengaluru.
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Donald trump’s decision 
to move the U.S. 
embassy from tel Aviv 

to Jerusalem is the latest craze for 
the end-time prophecy preachers 
and their numerous followers. 
Amazing that we learn little from 
history, disregard the numerous 
failed predictions and move on 
to the next breaking news! this 
time at least no specific date is 
set, but the expectation of a third 
temple and the renewal of animal 
sacrifice have risen considerably 
ever since the announcement 
came.

Christians all over the world 
seem to be thrilled with this 
development, assuming that the 
coming of the Lord is inevitably 
tied to American policies in the 
Middle east. this is again a clear 
case of reading the news into 
the Scripture. As usual, there is a 
cautious remnant, and i choose to 
be part of it.

taking the risk of being deemed 
a heretic, let me give three reasons 
why this is nothing to be excited 
about.

IS JERUSALEM THE TRUMP 
CARD IN ESCHATOLOGY?

Jesus demonstrated to the Jews that God’s love and His mission were 
so much wider than our narrow political and racial boundaries.

MANU GEORGE Jerusalem Not Relevant In 
The New Covenant 

Decades of dispensational 
teachings have virtually destroyed 
our ability to think independently, 
or read the Bible except through 
the lens of pre-millennialism. in 
the famous conversation with 
the woman at the well (Jn.4:21-
23), the Lord succinctly conveys 
several truths that are relevant 
in this context. firstly, through 
Jesus, the time has come to stop 
arguing about which mountain is 
to be revered. Salvation is from 
the Jews – the Messiah – but those 
who are saved must worship the 
Lord in the way that pleases the 
father. 

Matthew 23 gives a graphic 
description of the Lord’s strong 
criticism against the Pharisees 
and the teachers of the law, who 
should have recognised their 
Messiah. the Lord concludes 
his rhetoric with these historic 
words, “o Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
you who kill the prophets and 
stone those sent to you, how of-
ten i have longed to gather your 
children together, as a hen gath-
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ers her chicks under her wings, 
but you were not willing. Look, 
your house is left to you desolate. 
for i tell you, you will not see Me 
again until you say, ‘Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the 
Lord.’” Jesus clearly pronounces 
judgment upon an unrepentant 
city, but he also gives them the 
solution. if they declare him to be 
the blessed one, they will be able 
to see him. in simple words, their 
only hope is to recognise that Je-
sus of nazareth is their redeemer. 

none of the apostles ever 
considered Jerusalem to be of any 
special significance. In fact, it took 
a persecution for the church to be 
driven to proclaiming the good 
news to the rest of the nation 
(Acts.8:1-5), whereas the church 
at Antioch (Acts.13:1-3) was 
receptive to the voice of the holy 
Spirit and became an obedient, 
missionary church.

one should also remember how 
they considered the unrepentant 
city in their epistles. Paul com-
pares the city to hagar, in slavery 
to the law, whereas the redeemed 
are children of the Jerusalem 
from above. in the book of Rev-
elation, the words are even stron-
ger, calling it Sodom and egypt, 
which stand for sin and slavery 
(Rev.11:8)!

the Lord and the apos-
tles preached a kingdom 
that is not political in nature 

(Jn.18:36;Acts.8:12). A physical 
capital in a literal city is far from 
the global, unseen kingdom, the 
Body of Christ. After receiving the 
promised holy Spirit, the disci-
ples never considered Jerusalem 
with any particular significance. 
then why should we? 

Both Jews And Gentiles One 
Body

Some false teachings are hard 
to decipher, especially when they 
are accepted by a large number 
of otherwise Bible-upholding 
believers. how many bodies 
does Jesus have? the logical and 
Biblical answer is one, but many 
ignore that plain and simple fact.

Again, let us listen to Jesus 
and the apostles. the Lord 
repeatedly made it clear that he 
is the Saviour of the whole world 
(Jn.10:16;12:32;Matt.28:19,20). 
the promise of the Redeemer 
was given long before Abraham 
or israel (gen.3:15), and the plan 
of god has always been to have 
one people for himself. the early 
church had its share of doubts and 
struggles in this crucial doctrine, 
and the new testament writers 
didn’t leave any stone unturned 
in clarifying this issue. 

After clarifying that Abraham 
was justified by faith, and not 
through circumcision (Rom.4), 
Paul makes it crystal clear that 
there is no difference between 
Jew and gentile when it comes 
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to salvation (Rom.10:12,13). 
the Jews can become part of 
this covenant if and only if they 
embrace the grace that is freely 
available to them (Rom.11:5).

when we move to the letter 
to the galatians, the doctrine 
becomes even firmer. The Gentiles 
are not simply grafted into the 
main branch, but are also children 
of Abraham himself (gal.3:7-
14,26-29), blessed with the same 
blessings he was promised. if any 
doubt still remains, ephesians 
should wipe it off. Paul says, from 
two men, one man was made, 
the dividing wall was brought 
down (remember the curtain was 
torn literally!), foreigners were 
made fellow citizens, strangers 
were made members of god’s 
household, and a single temple is 
built where god’s Spirit dwells.

Paul’s righteous anger burns in 
Philippians, and calls the heretics 
dogs and mutilators of the flesh, 
before affirming that we are the 
true circumcision (3:1-3). the 
book of hebrews is like the cherry 
on the top. the holy Spirit makes 
it clear that even the old Covenant 
saints would be made perfect 
only through the blood of Jesus 
(heb.10:1-18;11:40). finally, in 
the last book of the Bible, we see 
the Lord himself warning the 
church sternly against Jewish 
heresy (Rev.2:9).

Let us therefore be careful not 
to be misled by false teachers 

who divide the Body of Christ 
into Jews and gentiles, when 
we have only one Christ, one 
baptism and one holy Spirit 
(1Cor.12:13;eph.4:4-6).

God Loves The Arabs Too

Really? Did Jesus die for the 
Arabs too? it has become ever 
more difficult for the church to 
love those from the Middle east 
with a godly love, thanks to some 
of the writings and teachings 
coming from America. But Christ 
shed his blood for the whole 
world, including those who are 
politically opposing israel. Some 
preachers tend to forget that by 
simply supporting israel, nobody 
attains eternal life. it should also be 
reminded that disagreeing with the 
modern israeli government does 
not invite the wrath of god either. 

god is not a Jew; he is Almighty, 
Creator of the whole world, from 
whom all families derive their 
name (eph.3:5). the Lord came 
as a Jew and died for all people (1 
Jn.2:2;Rom.10:12). it has become 
very popular to wear t-Shirts or 
make facebook posts like, God 
Loves Jews, or I Support Israel, 
but when was the last time you 
saw, God Loves Arabs or Jesus Died 
for Palestinians? it is tragic that 
if anyone dares to call attention 
to the plight of Palestinian 
Christians, he is immediately 
branded a heretic or a false 
teacher. they would shout at you 
“god gave israel to the Jews!” 
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or “god curses those who don’t 
support israel!” Many feel that 
if i care about the Palestinians, 
i don’t know the Bible or is part 
of a cult that is against the true 
church. when the Lord Jesus 
lived in israel 2000 years ago, 
he did not support the religious 
discrimination of his day. he 
healed a Roman centurion’s 
servant, spoke extensively to 
a Samaritan woman, spent 
time with her people, ate with 
the outcast and rebuked the 
hypocrisy of the outwardly pious. 
he demonstrated to the Jews that 
god’s love and his mission was 
so much wider than our narrow 
political and racial boundaries. 

i don’t care if America moves 
its embassy to Jerusalem or 
Samaria; but i do care if both 
Jews and Arabs hear the truth of 
the gospel. there is only one god 
and one mediator between god 
and man – Jesus Christ. As long as 
his name is forgotten, no political 
move matters, for his kingdom is 
not of this world and his servants 
do not fight like the world.

Manu George  
is a teaching pastor 

with the New Creations 
Assemblies of God Church, 

Panjim, Goa.
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Parenting does not come 
naturally. it is to be 
learnt. Just as we learn 

how to cook, ride, drive or swim, 
we must put an effort to master 
the attitudes and skills necessary 
for parenting. Unlike cooking and 
driving, parenting is much more 
challenging because children 
have a mind of their own. But it is 
also more rewarding. 

Many parents believe that par-
enting is all about saving enough 
money to put a child in the best 
school possible and put her 
through every camp available 
to master every sport, art and 
hobby. that is not all. Most par-
ents expect their child to top the 
class, ace the exams and get into 
the best college in the country. 
All to land a job with a six fig-
ure monthly salary! Academics 
are important, nurturing talent 
is fine and ambition is good but 
making them life-pursuits for a 
child is surely setting up a child 
for a life-time of anxiety, guilt and 
insecurity.

PRACTICAL PARENTING 
FOR CONFIDENT CHILDREN

Parents must lead an exemplary life to earn the respect of the 
children that He has demanded of them.

SAMSON GANDHI Parents must work to provide a 
happy childhood, secure adoles-
cence and confident adulthood. 
Storytelling, pillow fights, picnic 
at a zoo, somersaults in a swim-
ming pool, playing Pictionary, an 
opportunity to look with wonder 
at the jetting aircraft in an air 
show, children on your shoulder 
to catch a glimpse of a sports star 
and many, many other things you 
can do with your children can cre-
ate a happy childhood. A teenager 
will feel secure in a strong iden-
tity. what he or she can do, how 
they are noticed and acknowl-
edged and how they are liked and 
loved contribute to their identity. 
when parents shower such atten-
tion, acceptance and time-space 
to discover themselves (with 
ample margin to make mistakes), 
they grow secure in an otherwise 
harsh world. they will then go 
out, be able to accept challenges, 
take criticism in their stride and 
build healthy relationships. 

As you can see, there is no men-
tion of outstanding marks, ranks, 
prizes and trophies, top schools 
or colleges and definitely not 
exorbitant salaries in a healthy 
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parenting plan. Sometimes they 
happen and that is good. Most 
of the time, parents focus on 
these things to satisfy their own 
ego, overcome their anxiety and 
showcase their children as a 
proof of their successful parent-
ing. it is not healthy parenting. in 
fact, it leads to unending conflicts 
between parents and children, 
develops a false sense of identity 
and misplaced priorities. Children 
are not projects to be worked on 
and completed. they are person-
alities to be shaped, enjoyed and 
cherished.

this article is not about helping 
parents to make their children su-
per successful professionals. Popu-
lar literature and social media are 
replete with it. My sincere appeal 
to you is to explore some practical 
aspects that get neglected, resulting 
in parental deficit. And somethings 
not to be done that could actually 
be unintended abuse.

What Should Parents Do?

Parents, both father and mother, 
must endeavour to practice the 
following.
1. Talk to infants, but listen to 
children. You can talk all you 
want to infants and toddlers. it is 
a valuable psychological pat for a 
fledgling soul. The child will bask 
in the attention of the parents. 
Listen to them when they begin 
to speak. it is life to the budding 
soul.

2. Get physical with children. 
hold them, hug them, kiss them, 
pat them, rub them, give them a 
horsy ride, do a mock arm-wres-
tling, etc. All these must be done 
delicately, sensitively and age-ap-
propriately. Moreover, keep your 
cultural norms in mind. when 
they grow up, appreciate them 
verbally with an occasional hug, 
pat and touch.
3.Patiently spend time with 
children in shaping physical 
habits. Potty training, person-
al hygiene like brushing teeth 
properly, washing hands before 
eating, bathing daily and twice 
if necessary in summer, eat-
ing meals and snacks at proper 
times, sleeping and getting up at 
designated times, playing, using 
electronic gadgets for designat-
ed times, etc., are a few of them. 
Children develop a sense of per-
sonal value in addition to health 
benefits.
4. Develop spiritual habits like 
having personal prayer times 
and family prayer times. going 
to Sunday school and church regu-
larly. Make memorising Scripture 
fun. Start with the Lord’s Prayer 
and Psalm 23. help children to 
invite Jesus into their hearts as 
their Lord and Saviour. Age is no 
bar. Remember Jesus admonished 
his disciples when they were pre-
venting children from coming to 
him.
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5. Teach them to say ‘Thank 
you’, ‘Please’, ‘Sorry’. these 
are not just social graces, but 
they have spiritual values. 
Remember kindness, meekness 
and gentleness are the fruit of 
the Spirit. Many children refuse 
to say sorry as they feel their ego 
is getting hurt. teach them these 
graces before the ego grows too 
big. if you can’t shape them when 
they are tender, they will break 
you when they are older. when 
you are wrong, please apologise. 
it’s good to set an example.
6. Every child must be made 
responsible. They must be first 
taught to be responsible for their 
own things. Like carrying their 
own stuff, picking up things and 
leaving stuff in their designated 
places. Some parents do every-
thing for their children right up 
to their teenage and adulthood. 
Most of the times they are saying, 
“i will do everything for you. You 
don’t have to do a thing. Just get 
me good marks.” Such children 
become irresponsible adults and 
terrible life-partners. At the end 
of the day, ‘job and money’ is not 
everything. Mutually satisfying 
relationships are important for 
satisfaction in life.
7. Children must then be made 
to participate in household 
chores. filling up water bottles, 
getting groceries and vegetables, 
booking cooking gas cylinders, 
paying bills, extending hospitality 

to visitors, dusting cars and motor-
cycles, planning gifts for cousins, 
uncles and aunts, Christmas deco-
rations, etc. when they become 
team players at home, they know 
how to carry themselves and par-
ticipate in social groups.
8. Teach them simplicity. they 
can’t have special food all the time. 
it is neither good for body nor 
soul. occasionally, when you are 
sick, groceries have run out and 
the fridge is empty, teach them 
to eat a simple meal. Let them 
know what hunger is. Let them 
sometimes fend for themselves. 
9. Teach them contentment. to 
be satisfied with life that God has 
given them. Children look at oth-
ers and demand similar things: 
cell phones, bikes, dresses, jew-
ellery, etc. A parent is the best 
toy a child can have. if you can 
spare time and play with a child, 
they don’t need a play room and 
a room full of toys. if you can re-
main their friends in growing 
years and honest with family 
finances, they will not demand 
‘toys’ like expensive cell phones, 
bikes and accessories.
10. Teach children to re-
spect your personal time. Let 
them know that, if you are happy 
and healthy, you will be able to 
better relate to them.
What Should Parents Not Do?

Be sure not to ‘abuse’ a child. no 
parent does it intentionally, but 
many do unwittingly. Beware!
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1. Do not compare one child 
with another. whether within 
the family, church or community. 
it is not healthy. Parents justify 
it as for motivating a child. it 
is a poor motivator. it actually 
breeds resentment, jealousy and 
inferiority.
2. Do not make all your conver-
sations about academic per-
formance. they may develop an 
aversion to all things academic. 
Celebrate children, not academic 
performance. 
3. Do not use scolding as a means 
to discipline. it is demeaning, un-
helpful and a futile exercise. have 
conversations and agree upon 
mutually agreeable performance 
standards. Concluding such con-
versations with prayer, for god’s 
enablement, will help.
4. Never use bad words, names 
of animals or demeaning ex-
pressions while talking to chil-
dren. You will be insulting god. it 
leaves an indelible scar on their 
psyche. 
5. Never wish death. no matter 
how frustrated you are, never say 
you want to die. or that all your 
problems will come to an end, if 
you die. Some parents even say 
to a child: “i don’t know why 
you were born.” the pain would 
be unbearable to the child. then 
they resort to all sorts of drugs 
and substances for relief.

6. Don’t nag children. 

7. Never fight in front of chil-
dren. It is fine for children to 
know that you differ on things 
but not in a disagreeable way. 
8. Don’t tolerate disrespect, re-
bellion and disdainful attitude 
from children. Be forgiving of all 
mischievous behaviour, tolerant of 
their clumsiness and forgetfulness. 
But do not allow your children to 
question your authority. Act swiftly 
and show who is in control.

the Bible says, “Children’s 
children are a crown to the aged; 
parents are the pride of their 
children.” Parents are the pride 
of their children. Parents must 
lead an exemplary life to earn the 
respect of the children that he 
has demanded of them. if what 
they hear from their parents and 
what they see in them is one and 
the same, children will find it easy 
to behave in the same way. Let us 
make it easy for them. that way, 
they may not become toppers 
in their classes, but surely they 
would know Jesus, become 
confident adults to face challenges 
and build strong families. 

Samson Gandhi  
is the founder and Executive 

Director of Person to 
Person Institute for 

Christian Counselling in 
Secunderabad.
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noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 
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there is no doubt among 
evangelical Christians 
about god’s sovereignty. 

that is one of our fundamental 
beliefs. the Bible clearly speaks 
of that. As god said through 
isaiah, “there is none beside me. 
i am the Lord and there is no 
other. i form the light and create 
darkness, i bring prosperity and 
create disaster; i, the Lord, do all 
these things” (isa.45:6-7). “he 
sits enthroned above the circle of 
the earth, and its people are like 
grasshoppers. he stretches out 
the heavens like a canopy, and 
spreads them out like a tent to live 
in. he brings princes to naught 
and reduces the rulers of this 
world to nothing” (isa.40:22,23). 
“You rule over all the kingdoms 
of the nations. Power and might 
are in your hand, and no one can 
withstand you” (2Chro.20:6). 
“Dominion and awe belong to 
god, he establishes order in the 
height of heaven” (Job23:2). the 
definition of the word ‘God’ itself 
demands that he be supreme 
and sovereign: “the Creator and 
Ruler of the universe regarded as 
eternal, infinite, all-powerful, and 
all knowing: Supreme Being: the 

THE DISCIPLE AND 
GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY

The evil world system gives us a platform where we can show 
what it is to be a disciple of Christ.

IMANUEL G. CHRISTIAN Almighty” (webster’s new world 
College Dictionary).

however, the problem we 
face is how do we relate god’s 
sovereignty to the presence 
of evil in the world? god’s 
sovereignty means he could 
have kept sin from entering 
this world. But he did not. he 
could also eliminate all sin and 
evil now. But he does not. he 
could have stopped 9/11 from 
happening and so many other 
similar evil tragedies. But he 
did not/does not. why?

Free Will Of Man
the answer may be (just may 

be) found in the free will of man. 
god made man in his own image 
and a part of that image was 
freedom of choice. the command 
of not eating of the forbidden fruit 
was so that this freedom of choice 
can be real. Choice between 
obedience and disobedience. Man 
chose disobedience. the choice 
was between good and evil. Man 
chose evil just as we continue 
to do. Solomon said: “god made 
mankind upright, but men have 
gone in search of many schemes” 
(eccl.7:29). And so, “the hearts of 
men, moreover, are full of evil and 
there is madness in their hearts 



48Light of Life MAY 2018

while they live” (eccl.9:3;cf.
Jer.17:9).

hindu theology holds good and 
evil as co-eternal and portrays 
constant unending conflict 
between the two. As Krishna, one 
of the hindu gods said, “whenever 
the good is suppressed by the 
evil, i incarnate myself from age 
to age to destroy the wicked and 
establish the good” (gita). the 
fact that this hindu god has to 
incarnate repeatedly shows that 
the evil continues to go out of his 
control.

God Is In Control Of The Evil
however, according to the 

Christian theology, god is in 
control of the evil as much as he is 
the epitome of the good. As henry 
theissen writes: “it is clear that 
all the evil acts of the creature 
are under the complete control of 
god. they can occur only by his 
permission, and only insofar as 
he permits them. though they are 
evil in themselves, he overrules 
them for good. 

God’s Purpose In Allowing Evil
And so, i see basically two areas 

in which we can see god’s purpose 
in allowing evil. one is in his own 
self. in everything that god does, 
or allows, god’s ultimate goal and 
purpose is his glory, including 
in the presence of the evil. the 
primary end of god’s sovereign 
rule is his own glory. he rules 
for the purpose of manifesting 
his perfections: his holiness 
and righteousness, his power, 

his wisdom, his truth. All these 
attributes are best manifested 
in the dark background of evil. 
“Be still and know that i am 
god; i will be exalted among the 
nations, i will be exalted in the 
earth” (Psa.46:10) was said in the 
context of the whole world going 
topsy-turvy (cf.vv.2,3,6,9).

the other area where god’s 
purpose is seen in allowing evil 
is in relation to his disciples, 
us. this is manifested in various 
ways.

god uses evil to cause us to 
trust him more. evil provides the 
crucible where our faith is tested 
and tried, and any self-reliance 
purged out and perfected. Solomon 
presents a beautiful contrast 
between good and evil: birth and 
death, killing and healing, tearing 
down and building up, love and 
hatred, war and peace. Actually, 
he is putting the good and the evil 
side-by-side. Later he says: “he 
has made everything beautiful 
in its time (yes, even death and 
destruction, hatred and war).” 
And the purpose, “god does it so 
that men will revere (trust) him” 
(eccl.3:1-14).

Secondly, the presence of evil 
builds up the disciple’s character. 
As gold is refined only by going 
through the intense heat and 
coal turns into a diamond only 
by going through the intense 
pressure, so also the human 
character is built only through 
the life in the presence of evil. As 
Paul said, “we also rejoice in our 
sufferings, because we know that 
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suffering produces perseverance; 
perseverance, character; and 
character, hope” (Rom.5:3-4). 
what is character? it is not to 
be overcome by the evil, but 
to overcome the evil by good 
(Rom.12:21).

thirdly, only in the face of the 
evil does the Christian life become 
meaningful and useful. A boat or a 
ship is made to float on water and 
it is useless without water. in the 
same way the usefulness of the 
Christian life is manifested only 
in the presence of evil. As Paul 
said, we have to associate with 
the people of the world who are 
immoral, greedy and swindlers, 
and idolaters (1Cor.5:10) with 
the purpose of impacting the evil 
in the world as shining light in 
the darkness (Matt.5:16).

however, we have to be careful 
that while trying to impact evil 
with good, evil does not impact us. 
water is needed to make the boat 
work as intended. But water in the 
boat is a disaster. in the same way, 
we cannot let the world conform 
us to its evil pattern but must be 
transformed by the renewing of 
our minds (Rom.12:2).

fourthly, as much as we hate 
evil, we cannot judge it in the 
sense of taking vengeance. Paul 
says, “Do not take revenge, my 
friends, but leave room for god’s 
wrath, for it is written, ‘it is Mine 
to avenge; i will repay,’ says the 
Lord” (Rom.12:19;Deut.32:35). 
we must trust the Lord that he 
will take care of evil in his own 
way.

finally, we need to remember 
that no matter how much evil 
seems to triumph right now, god 
will have the last laugh and we, 
along with him, will be more than 
conquerors. the race between 
evil and good is already decided 
and the winners already declared. 
As we sing in that hymn, “this is 
my father’s world,” by Maltbie D. 
Babcock:

This is my Father’s world:  
Oh, let me ne’er forget 

That though the wrong seems oft 
so strong, God is the ruler yet. 

This is my Father’s world,  
The battle is not done: 

Jesus who died shall be satisfied, 
And earth and Heav’n be one.

of course, we are not trying 
to justify evil; only trying to 
understand why god has allowed 
it and how he can and does 
use the evil in the world for his 
positive purposes in the life of his 
disciple and in his eternal plans 
and purposes for the world. it is 
not for us to know why god has 
allowed evil in the world, but it is 
for us to let our light shine before 
men, that they may see our good 
and moral life and be led to praise 
our father in heaven (Matt.5:16). 
the evil world system gives us a 
platform where we can show what 
it is to be a disciple of Christ. 

Imanuel G. Christian  
is involved in writing 

original Bible 
commentaries and other 

devotional books in 
Gujarati
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formats, ability to develop cover design of the books/magazines of 
various concepts. The person should be Christian with knowledge 
of Bible as products dealt with are bible based. Salary will be 
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wholesale and retail book dealers, Churches, Missions, Ministries 
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thomas@glsindia.com 

indicating expected salary within 15 days.
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in John 21, we read that Peter 
goes back to fishing. Despite 
seeing the empty tomb and 

the risen Christ, Peter doesn’t 
have any hope to be a disciple 
anymore.

But once again, just like when 
Jesus first called him to be a 
disciple, Peter tries all night to 
catch fish and catches nothing. 
Jesus then comes and speaks one 
sentence that brings him a huge 
haul. what happens next in this 
story seals Peter’s restoration.

A Coal Fire

“when they landed, they saw a 
fire of burning coals there with 
fish on it and bread. Jesus said 
to them, ‘Bring some of the fish 
which you have now caught.’ …
Jesus said to them, ‘Come and 
have breakfast’” (Jn.21:9-12).

A coal fire only appears twice 
in the Bible. the other place is in 
John 18:17-18, “then the slave-
girl who kept the door said to 
Peter, ‘You are not also one of this 
man’s disciples, are you?’ he said, 
‘i am not.’ now the slaves and 
the officers were standing there, 
having made a charcoal fire, for it 

THE MAKING OF PETER 
THE DISCIPLE – 13

Jesus relentlessly pursues disciples – Part 2

SANDEEP POONEN was cold and they were warming 
themselves; and Peter was also 
with them, standing and warming 
himself.”

I am convinced the charcoal fire 
was intentionally chosen by Jesus. 
Jesus wanted Peter to remember 
his greatest failure. Jesus was 
saying, “Peter, we’re not going to 
avoid the topic. Let’s go back to 
your greatest failure. i’m not one 
who simply forgives and forgets. 
Let’s face up to all the shame, 
address it, and move forward.”

now Peter wasn’t driven by 
money (otherwise he wouldn’t 
have given up his life as a 
fisherman). But all of us can be 
tempted by the love of money. So 
what if Peter looked at the 153 
fish as a way to earn his living? If 
a large fish cost Rs.100, and there 
was a catch of 153 fish, that works 
out to about Rs.15000 in one 
night! if Peter worked just 20 days 
in the month, Jesus could help 
Peter make Rs.3,00,000/month, 
and Rs.36,00,000 per year! And 
under the old testament, Peter 
could give a 10% tithe, and still 
live a great life.

we don’t know all that Peter 
reflected in the silence of 
breakfast. But as he ponders all of 
this, Jesus makes his point. “Jesus 
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said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon, son 
of John, do you truly love Me 
more than these?’ ‘Yes, Lord,’ he 
said, ‘You know that i love You.’ 
Jesus said, ‘tend My lambs’” 
(Jn.21:15).

Jesus points to the coal and all 
the fish and says, “Do you truly 
love (agape = unconditional, divine 
love) me more than these?” 
1. The charcoal fire: this repre-
sented Peter’s biggest failure and 
disgrace. Did Peter love Jesus de-
spite all his failures?
2. The 153 fish: what if Peter 
went back to fishing, and Jesus 
helped Peter make a good living. 
was Peter interested in a moder-
ate Christian life?
Peter immediately knew that he 
did not have an agape love. But 
he also knew that he still thought 
fondly of Jesus. his reply indicates 
that reality: “Lord, i can’t claim to 
love You with the exalted agape 
love that i thought i once did. But 
i do love You with an ordinary 
phileo love – a human, brotherly 
love.”

the great comfort for him and 
us is that Jesus accepts it. Jesus 
knew that Peter was incapable 
of an agape love. what Jesus was 
looking for was honesty. Jesus will 
accept all our humble offerings as 
long as it comes from a place of 
genuine honesty. we sometimes 
think that we must clean up our 
lives before we can start being a 

true disciple. we think that we 
must be rid of our bad habits and 
stay clean for at least six months 
before Jesus can truly forgive 
us. But Jesus tells us differently 
through this story.

Jesus comes to all of us, no 
matter what our most recent 
track record, and asks us a simple 
question: “Do you genuinely/
sincerely love Me right now more 
than anything else? Can you still 
say that you love Me despite all 
your failures? And do want to be 
with Me because you can gain 
from Me, or does your love go 
beyond anything that you can 
benefit in this world through 
Me?”

god surely wants us to grow in 
faithfulness. But this faithfulness 
comes from getting up and going 
back to him even when we are 
faced with failures. even if all we 
can offer is our broken, human 
love for him, we say, “Lord, I’ve 
got this little love? Will that do for 
now as I am still learning what it 
means to be faithful to You?”

Yes, that will do! we will never 
feed 5000 on our own anyway. But 
we will never stop giving him our 
limited five loaves and two fish. 
he will make something beautiful 
of my life. i will not give up on 
Jesus just because i don’t see the 
kind of loyalty that i should have 
yet. And if god, or the devil, or 
anybody else asks me whether i 
love him, i will answer, “i can’t say 
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i love him like i should yet. My life 
does not yet reflect the obedience 
that i must demonstrate. But i 
will never stop coming back to 
Jesus. he’s been too good to me to 
give up on him!”

this is the heart that Jesus seeks 
in a disciple. A disciple is not one 
who never fails; a disciple is one 
who values him and will keep 
coming back to him. he will make 
us faithful disciples over time; 
there is no overnight-transforma-
tion discipleship programme.

Peter and The Rich Young 
Ruler

when we compare Peter with 
the rich young ruler, we see what 
Jesus looks for in a disciple. on 
paper, the rich young ruler seemed 
like a much better prospect for a 
disciple of Jesus. Yet, we find that 
Jesus never went after the rich 
young ruler, but he didn’t give 
up on Peter. the rich young ruler 
had a far better track record, but 
he loved his wealth more than 
Jesus. Meanwhile, Peter, even 
at his worst, still had a simple 
devotional love for Jesus.

Discipleship to Jesus is not a 
regimen; it is a response. Disciples 
are not ones who live out a set of 
rules. Rather, disciples live their 
lives as a natural response to 
god’s boundless love for them. 
it is a response to what Jesus has 
already done for us. the love of 
Christ inspires us to want to be 
his disciples.

there is hope for all of us, even if 
we have fallen repeatedly, or even 
if we have gone so far as to deny 
Jesus repeatedly! Can we get our 
eyes off of ourselves and look at 
what Jesus has already done for 
us – starting with Calvary?

the life ahead of us is funda-
mentally shaped by the present 
decision that we make about who 
Jesus is. So, even after all our fail-
ures of yesterday, the biggest de-
cision we make is whether we will 
choose to love him now, and with 
humble sincerity. Yes, god’s word 
says that we will reap what we 
sow. But, whatever consequences 
we now have to face from our 
past mistakes, god promises his 
well-sufficient grace –which is 
freely available to us as we keep 
company with Jesus.

Paul also had his share of 
blunders – before and after he met 
Christ. But it did not discourage 
him. he stayed focussed on the 
prize: fellowship with the father 
and Jesus. he chose to forget his 
past and focus on what lay ahead 
(Php.3:13-14).

Peter Still Has Work to Do

immediately after Jesus gives 
Peter such a wonderful calling, 
we also find Peter’s continued 
need for growth. Jesus goes on 
to tell Peter how he was going to 
die. Peter had wanted to die for 
Jesus just a few days back, but 
Jesus had stopped him then (he 
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URGENT WANTED
the Doon Christian educational trust invites applications for dedicated 

& committed Christians possessing high moral values with sense of 
responsibility for the following posts to our Rural Development Units, indian 
Believers Churches & Doon Christian international Schools in major cities of 
north india. 

1. head Master / Mistress (Post 21):  
Pay Scale: (Rs. 5500 – 250 – 3500 - 2750 -tP 12000)

 Qualifications: Master’s Degree (any streams) with B.Ed and 7 years 
experiences in academic cum administration along with global Business 
Affairs

2. teachers (Post 165-tgt/Pgt): english, Math, Science, Chemistry, 
Physics, geography, Commerce – Business Studies & Accountancy, hindi, 
and Social Studies. experience candidates will be preferred. fluency in 
english is compulsory & mandatory.  

 Pay Scale: (Rs. 3500 – 250 – 2500 - 2000 -tP 8250)

 Qualifications: Master’s degree in above subjects plus B.Ed/NTT/BTC 
etc.  

3. head Priests / Pastors for indian Believers Church (Post 21): 

 Pay Scale: (Rs. 3500 – 3000 - 2250 -tP 8750)

 Qualifications: Master’s Degree (any streams) with Theological degree 
in BD / DD / M.th with 7 years experiences in pastoral, academic cum 
administration work. fluency in english is compulsory & mandatory.  

4. Project Secretary (Post 3 / female): 

 Pay Scale: (Rs. 7500 – 250 – 3500 - 3750 -tP 15000) plus Pf, 4 Lacks giC 
Medical Policy as per norms.  

 Qualifications: Master’s Degree in Social Science / Psychology / 
Anthropology / Botany / Zoology with MSw from high reputed 
Universities and 7 years experiences in Rural Development Projects 
Implementation along with Overseas Business Affairs to Foreign 
Donors.

the application with complete Bio-data and copies of testimonials should 
reach the undersigned immediate by speed post / mail to. 

Rev. Dr. gopi Chand Burman  
national Chairman, Doon Christian educational trust  

national headquarters:  Chakrata Road SAhASPUR  
District Dehradun – 248197 (UK) india 

e-mail: ashamission@gmail.com
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told Peter to put away his sword). 
now Jesus seems to say, “Don’t 
worry, Peter. You’re going to have 
another chance. You will follow 
Me even in the way i died. not 
everybody gets that chance, but 
you will.”

Rather than rejoicing in this 
chance to follow Jesus even in his 
physical death, Peter compared 
himself with John, and so Jesus 
had to rebuke Peter (Jn.21:22). to 
be a true disciple, Peter needed 
to shut out all other distractions, 
compare himself to no one, and 
focus solely on following Jesus.

Jesus’s first call to Peter was 
“follow Me!” the last recorded 
words of Jesus to Peter here are 

the same, “follow Me!” there 
were several amazing victories 
and huge failures in between. But 
this is the resounding call that are 
on either end of Peter’s physical 
interactions with Jesus in the 
gospels: “follow Me!”

Let us never lose sight of that 
simple call of Jesus. this life as 
a disciple is simply sticking to 
the basics of following Jesus in 
complete obedience to him in all 
situations.
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BACKSLIDDEN

FELIx FERNANDES

then grew cold, his love for Jesus, 
Didn’t know the day, when it began to dim, 

his interest decreased, his attitudes changed, 
Complacent and stagnant was the name of the game.

how did it all, come into being? 
was it bitterness or some hidden sin? 

was it mammon, or was it pride? 
which was the day that philia (brotherly love) died?

or did his heart, yearn for the world, 
that made him lose the love for god’s word, 

he has no time, to know the cause, 
to restart the race, from the fall.

friends he found, that are new, 
Somehow they help, his mind renew. 

Joy he finds, in the world entertainment. 
oh! what a bore, these godly attainments.

But life goes on, he is on the run, 
to eat, drink and die, under the sun. 

it’s now his world, his life and all of self. 
At times he sees the Bible on the shelf.

Please

 Send us the advertisement matter through e-mail, latest by the 4th day of 
the month preceding the one in which you require the advertisement to be 
published.

 Release the payment along with the advertisement or within seven days of 
submission of our invoice. while releasing the payment through bank, intimate 
us by e-mail the details of the payment, with your name and address.

 Send us the advertisement matter in pdf/jpg as well as Word file, to facilitate 
corrections wherever required and to improve its presentation.

thank you.

Light of Life 
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VACANCY
Applications are invited by the eligible Christian Candidates residing in Mumbai 
or nearby towns for the following post at the Bible Society of india, Bombay 
Auxiliary office, Fort, Mumbai – 400 001. Applications could be sent through 
courier or post. 
1. Post: Office Assistant II : Grade 4 (Female) 
 number of vacancies : 2 nos.
 Salary Scale : 4500-240-6900-280-11100-320-14300
 Approximate Rs. : 16,510/- per month
 Qualification : Graduate (Any stream) + Fluent in English,  Computer  
   knowledge and good typing speed essential
2. Post: Driver : grade D2 (Male)
 number of vacancies : 1 nos.
 Salary Scale : 3680-200-5680-240-9280-280-12080
 Approximate Rs. : 14,414/- per month
 Qualification : 10th Pass + Valid Driving License (Knowledge of all  
                                                         the roads in Mumbai and Maharashtra)
3. Post: Attender : grade D1 (Male)
 number of vacancies : 1 nos.
 Salary Scale : 3600-200-5600-240-9200-280-12000
 Approximate Rs. : 14,288/- per month
 Qualification : 10th Pass 
Apply on plain paper (preferably typed) giving complete bio-data alongwith 
copies of attested certificates, Aadhar Card, a passport size photo and 
recommendation of Pastor of the local church the candidate attends. Candidates 
who apply for the post of Driver need to submit experience certificate from the 
previous employer. Application must reach the following address on or before 
1st July 2018. Please note application received after due date will not be 
eligible.

Address: 
The Bible Society of India 

Bombay Auxiliary – Maharashtra & Goa  
Malhotra House, Ground Floor, 

Opp. GPO, Fort, Mumbai – 400 001 
Tel: 022-22611707

 Undergraduate candidate may be considered in case of appropriate 
experience and satisfactory performance in the interview.

 email applications will not be considered.
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My mother and i had 
come to Maldives only 
a few months ago. My 

mother, Pamela, got a teaching job 
with the government of Maldives. 
My name is Ruth. i have always 
admired the pristine beaches and 
the crystal clear waters. it was my 
ardent desire to go to the beaches 
and to bathe in those cool waters. 
i was just eight years old then, 
and my Mom was always afraid 
whenever i went for bathing 
and restrained me as often as 
she could. it was 18th December, 
1998, and the time was 3.00 pm 
in the afternoon. it was a sunny, 
balmy day on the capital island of 
Male. the sun shone its radiant 
golden rays on the raw sands. it 
looked gorgeous and glistened 
with awesome brightness. Many 
beach-lovers were jumping into 
the shallow sea, cordoned off 
for children and the ladies. the 
men enjoyed themselves with 
surfing and deep swimming. The 
atmosphere was charged with 
laughter, shouting and partying. 
everything looked beautiful and 
wonderful. this was the day that 
people were looking for - no rains 
and barely humid. An ideal day 

RUTH NITHYA SHALOM for a refreshing bath! As the sun 
was setting slowly, the crowd on 
the beach began to recede. At 
4.00 pm, there were only a few 
children bathing and parents 
were beckoning them to come 
out of the water.

Seated comfortably on the 
beach my Mom watched me 
entering the water-front for a 
brief swim. Mom was watching 
the crowd around and there 
was joyful shouting and a group 
was celebrating a festival, just a 
few feet away. She did not know 
what it was, but intently kept 
on watching. She occasionally 
turned to see me, already in the 
waters, happily swimming. She 
had already warned me, several 
times before, to be at close 
quarters to the shore. from her 
vantage point, she could easily 
watch me, gently and majestically 
swimming. i always loved to dip 
my face into the foaming water 
and wet my lovely, long hair.

As i was swimming, i was also 
drifting. Unaware, i had moved 
into the deep waters. i looked 
back at my Mom; but by then, i was 
quite a distance from her. Panic 
gripped my heart. i yelled, but 
Mom could not hear me. My Mom, 

SAVED FROM THE SEA
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instinctively, turned her attention  
from watching the crowd and 
their jovial dancing, only to 
realise that i was hopelessly far 
away from the shore. She stood 
up and shouted, but i did not hear 
anything. Realising that i was 
drifting on my own, i put forth 
my best strength to stroke back 
to the shore. i could not move 
my muscles. fear gripped me. i 
realised then, that i was gradually 
going down, as the water current 
was heavily pulling me straight 
down. i was in my full senses 
and yet i could not even move 
my limbs. i tried to shout, but 
would only gulp plenty of water. 
i now saw that the light from the 
seashore was disappearing and 
the deep water surrounding me 
becoming cold and dark.

My Mom often looked for me 
to spot me, but on that particular 
day, perhaps because of the din 
and dancing on the shore, she 
forgot, for a while, to watch me. 
She looked for me and i was not 
there. i was gone from her very 
sight. Panic must have gripped 
her and her loud shouting was 
only faint and weak. By then, the 
crowd was slowly moving away 
from the site and nobody heard 
her faint cry. She went about 
shouting in Divehi (the local 
language) for help, but nobody 

seemed to give her any attention. 
her faint voice was slurry and 
stuttering and she was on the 
verge of fainting on the shore.

Suddenly, my mother saw a hefty 
figure swimming fast towards 
something at a far distance in the 
indian ocean. the man suddenly 
disappeared and then appeared 
on the surface of the water, 
pulling an object. Mom could 
clearly see some blackish hair-
like object in his hand, and then a 
face. She wished and prayed that 
it would be me. the man came to 
the shore, carrying me in his hand 
and gently handed me over to my 
mother. Mom was full of tears 
and a few onlookers came and 
resuscitated me, almost a dead 
body at that time. Mom, in her 
anxiety and stressful excitement, 
forgot about this man. She did not 
even say a few thanking words.

Realising her folly, she looked 
for the man to thank him, but 
could not find him. She frantical-
ly searched for the man and en-
quired about him. But she could 
not locate him. the natives hon-
estly declared that they had nev-
er seen a man with such descrip-
tions in that vicinity. Some more 
search yielded no result. nobody 
even seems to have seen such a 
fair, hefty and tall man and the 
man, unexpectedly, disappeared 
abruptly.
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Book of Song of Songs 
New International Version (IBS) or Zondervan

Crossword 50

Send in your answers with Bible references by e-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, 
to reach Light of Life, Post Box 4576, 21-YMCA Road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400008, not 
later than June 5, 2018. Please indicate your name, address and Light of Life Subscription 
number while sending the answers. 

Clues Across:
1.  “Open to me, my sister, my ………, my dove, 

my flawless one.” (ch     vs     )

3. “His left …. is under my head, his right …. 
embraces me.” (ch    vs    )

5. “Until the day breaks and the …… flee, I will 
go to the mountains of myrrh and to the hill of 
incense.” (ch      vs      )

8. “My …… vineyard, I have neglected.”  
(ch      vs      )

9. “Turn your …. from me; they overwhelm me.” 
(word used in singular)(ch     vs     )

10. “Let us go ……. to the vineyards to see if the 
vines have budded.”(ch      vs     )

11. Solomon had let out his vineyard in Ball 
Hermon … tenants. (ch       vs      )

13. The bridegroom was coming from the ……. 
like a column of smoke in his chariot on the day 
of his wedding. (ch      vs )

15. “My dove is in the cleft of the ….., in the hiding 
places on the mountainside.” (ch      vs     )

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9

10

11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18 19

20

16. “All beautiful you are, my darling; there is … 
flaw in you.” (ch      vs     )

18. “Let him kiss me with the ………. of his lips.” 
(ch      vs     )

20. “You who dwell in the garden with friends 
in ……….., let me hear your voice!  
(ch     vs     )

Clues Down:

1. “How beautiful you are, my darling! How 
beautiful! Your eyes beyond your veil are doves, 
your hair is like a flock of goats …………….. 
from Mount Gilead.”(ch     vs     )

2. The beloved compares the body of her lover 
to polished ……. decorated with sapphires.  
(ch       vs       )

3. “... nard and saffron, calamus and cinnamon, 
with every like of incense tree, with myrrh 
and ……….. and with all the finest spices.”  
( ch       vs      )

4. “The ………..send out their fragrance, and at 
our door is every delicacy, both new and old,” 
(ch       vs       )

J. Fredric Dawson
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6. In her dream, the beloved sees her lover come 
leaping ……. the mountains. (ch     vs     ) 

7. “Its posts he made of silver, its base of gold. Its 
…… was upholstered with purple, its interior 
lovingly inlaid by the daughters of Jerusalem.” 
(ch      vs      )

12. “Come away, my lover, and be like a gazelle 
… like a young stag on the spice-laden 
mountains.” (ch       vs       )

14. “I have …….. off my robe; must I put it again?” 
(ch       vs      )

17. The lover went down to the grove of …… 
trees to look at the new growth in the valley. 
(ch      vs       )

19. “Do not stare at me because I am dark, 
because I am darkened by the …. .”  
(ch     vs     )

Answers to Crossword 48 (Proverbs 16 to 31)
Clues Down:

1. silversmith (25:4)     

2. later (20:25)        

3. Crush (22:22 )

4. net (29:5) 

5. repeats (17:9)      

6.  Lender (22:7)        

9. top (23:34 )      

11. Serve (22:29)

13. awake (20:13)        

14. Need (24:6)

16.  Hit (23:35)

Clues Across:
1.  selfcontrol (25:28 )    
7. Lot (18:18) 
8. Earthenware (26:23)   
10. Steps (16:9)
12. cast (23:5)           
15. Inheritance. (28:10)

17. hottempered (22:24 )       

 Crossword 48  Winners 
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Jalaja Sulochana, Hyderabad, Tel.
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Elcy Johnas, Mumbai, Mah.
Prema	Philips,	Kalyan,	Mah.
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Regina L. Victor, Ponda, Goa
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WORD AND 
THE WORLD

W
OR

D AND THE WORLD

indians and the ‘indian 
national Anthem’ adjudged 
the best by UneSCo.”

“i had warned Rahul gandhi and 
P. Chidambaram about frauds of 
nirav Modi. But they forced me to 
remain silent and kept approving 
the loans till May 2014. why am 
i being blamed for the PnB scam 
now?” – Raghuram Rajan, ex-
governor, RBi

“Please pray for 22 missionary 
families that are to be executed by 
islamists in Afghanistan. forward 
this as fast as you can so that 
many will pray.”

“America fears Modi because 
they know he is incorruptible” – 
Julian Assange (wikileaks)

“he said that the vedas described 
democracy and that indians had 
republics 2500 years ago. he was 
a gandhian, not RSS. 10 years of 
Sonia and her chamcha intellects 
like guha have so programmed 
our minds we’re surprised that 
an indian PM was ever a forceful 

TRUTH – GASPING  
FOR BREATH!

CYRIL GEORGESON spokesperson for his tradition” – 
tweet by Jiggs  March 18, 2018 
(About Prime Minister Morarji 
Desai interviewed by British tV 
while on visit to London to attend 
ChogM - June 16, 1977).

what is common about all the 
above quotes? it’s all fake news 
being spread on social media! 

Mainstream Media

But, unlike social media, main-
stream media is responsible 
and takes care to verify facts be-
fore publishing, airing or tweet-
ing news. But, is it? Let’s look at 
some material from mainstream 
media:

“imam Bukhari has money to 
buy luxurious cars but can’t pay 
electricity bills?” (tweet by Re-
public tV on August 30, 2017).

the website wire.in reported 
on the Jama Masjid darkness, 
“Republic TV sent a fact-finding 
team to the site, which snooped 
around outside imam Bukhari’s 
residence counting cars and re-
cording their make but didn’t ring 
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the bell to verify if the story was 
true. it also did not occur to the 
team to ask those around whether 
the mosque is usually lit at night 
and what time the lights are nor-
mally switched off at night. Fun-
nily the reporter pointed out to a 
lit board at the gate but it didn’t 
occur to him how the board could 
be lit when the electricity was cut 
off. On the basis of this so-called 
investigation, ignoring the clari-
fications tweeted by BSES, Re-
public tV broke the news about 
BSeS giving a jolt to Jama Masjid 
due to non-payment of over four 
crores.”

“tiMeS now accesses 
Conversion rate card:

hindu (Brahmin girl) = 5L
hindu (Kshatriya girl) = 4.5L
hindu (oBC, SC, St) = 2L
#CaliphateConvertshindus”
that was the tweet. further, 

times now anchor and editor-
in-Chief, Rahul Shivshankar, had 
this to say on prime time, “in this 
hub of iSiS activity, young hindus 
are being radicalised, they might 
be saying that there is nothing 
untoward happening there 
but we can confirm that young 
hindus are being radicalised 
in coaching centres and tuition 
classes by committed agents of 
the caliphate. Mysterious rate 

cards like the one on your screen 
are being distributed. it is these 
rate cards, ladies and gentlemen, 
… are being held up as incentives. 
Look at what this rate card says, 
it puts up a price on religion, on 
your faith. if you look closely at 
the rate card, you’ll see, ladies and 
gentlemen, you’ll see interesting 
details.”

And all of this expose by 
times now was based on a 
photoshopped image that was 
circulating since 2010. So, much 
for trust in mainstream media! 
Media have taken ideological 
positions and now hesitate at 
nothing, even unverified rumours, 
to propagate that agenda.

this is not just an indian 
phenomenon – there is intense 
scrutiny on how some countries 
(as state policy) are using fake 
and doctored news on platforms 
like facebook to influence 
elections in different countries, 
including the United States and 
germany. it reached such high 
proportions that the Chancellor 
of germany, Ms. Merkel, had to 
publicly warn about external, 
vested attempts to influence the 
electorate.

Facing Up To Our Times

the hindu newspaper in an 
article on tackling fake news 
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says, “while all these forms 
exist in india, fabricated and 
manipulated content  are gaining 
steam, leading to the possibility of 
potential violence and impacting 
society. the rise of digital 
and social media as powerful 
platforms has only magnified the 
effect of fake and false news. In 
addition, growing polarisation 
of society on ideological lines 
has made the job of spreading 
fake news easier. Content that 
denigrates leaders/groups of 
the opposite ideology based on 
falsehoods, deepens communal 
polarisation or incites hatred 
have gained traction in the last 
few years. in the past, communal 
violence in india was a localised 
affair. today, it is extensively 
being fed and triggered through 
the internet. Provocative content, 
inaccurate information, doctored 
videos, and pictures are being 
disseminated through various 
online and mobile platforms. 
the platforms serve like nodal 
agencies distributing unverified 
information.”

now, is this alarming? not 
enough. it gets worse. Mit news 
reports on a paper, “the Spread 
of true and false news online” 
by three Mit Scholars. the 
study published by Science says 
that false news travels faster on 
twitter than real news does. 
These finding are probably true 

even for facebook. here is what 
the article in Mit news, published 
in early March 2018 says: “we 
found that falsehood diffuses 
significantly farther, faster, deeper, 
and more broadly than the truth, 
in all categories of information, 
and in many cases by an order 
of magnitude,” says Sinan Aral, a 
professor at the Mit Sloan School 
of Management and co-author 
of the new paper detailing the 
findings. False news speeds faster 
around twitter due to people 
(not bots) retweeting inaccurate 
news items. “when we removed 
all of the bots in our dataset, (the) 
differences between the spread 
of false and true news stood.” the 
study provides a variety of ways 
of quantifying this phenomenon. 
for instance, false news stories 
are 70 percent more likely to 
be retweeted than true stories 
are. it also takes true stories 
about six times as long to reach 
1500 people as it does for false 
stories to reach the same number 
of people. when it comes to 
twitter’s ‘cascades’, or unbroken 
retweet chains, falsehoods reach 
a cascade depth of 10 about 20 
times faster than facts.

The Truth

what does this all mean for 
us as disciples of Jesus Christ? 
We need to reaffirm that our 
commitment is to the one who 
called himself ‘the truth’. this 
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has multiple implications. firstly, 
we need to take the trouble to try 
to access the truth of the reports 
that we receive from any channel. 
though we may be tempted 
to believe (and immediately 
forward) anything that is against 
those whom we are ideologically 
opposed to, we must pause to 
ascertain facts. there are some 
websites that help us to verify if 
some news/forward/video we 
receive is true. nevertheless, we 
must also accept the fact that we 
are limited and may not be able, 
even with our best efforts, to get 
to the truth.

Secondly, we should be very 
slow to forward anything that 
we receive. we have a god 
given responsibility to let our 
communication be true whether 
spoken, or shared through the 
internet. ‘forwarded as received’ 
in most cases does not meet the 
high standards of truth for a 
disciple.

Also, we live with the sad reality 
of being part of a post-truth 
world. the guardian (UK) says, 
“in our new normal, experts are 
dismissed, alternative facts are 
(sometimes flagrantly) offered, 
and public figures can offer 
opinions on pretty much anything. 
And thanks to social media, pretty 
much anyone can be a public 
figure. In much public discourse, 

identity outranks arguments.” 
So, that is why a celebrity who 
offers an opinion on a subject on 
which he/she is not an expert is 
yet highly regarded and quoted. 
it is amazing how people buy a 
particular brand of pens based 
on an endorsement from a 
celebrity cricketer who has only 
completed his matriculation! 
we should not allow ourselves 
to live under the influence of 
‘celebrity culture’ and ‘celebrity 
endorsements’ – even if it is a 
Christian celebrity. we insist 
on being rational beings made 
in the image of the ‘Logos’ – 
reason himself. Christianity has, 
unfortunately, spewed a sub-
culture of her own celebrities.

we should also refuse to be 
participants in passing on the 
small bits of misinformation that 
are very common in society and 
sometimes even in our churches. 
we should recognise that the 
accumulation of small pieces 
of misinformation shapes our 
overall thinking and influences 
our decision making. godly 
decisions cannot be made on a 
foundation of lies.

Cyril Georgeson  
lives in Mumbai and is 

an apologist, teacher 
and writer.
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NOTES ALONG 
THE JOURNEY

ON BEING A SERVANT
OBY CHERIAN

for what we preach is not 
ourselves, but Jesus Christ 
as Lord, and ourselves 

as your servants for Jesus’ sake” 
(2Cor.4:5).

when my daughter was two years 
old, her aunt came to visit us. the 
two of them became good friends. 
one morning the aunt was doing 
some chore, cooking or sewing, i 
don’t remember what it was, but 
she needed her niece’s help.

“Anjali, would you fetch me 
this?” said her aunt and those 
teeny feet ran to do just that. 
then again after some time, 
“Anjali, would you ask the maid 
for some of that and bring it to 
me?” Again those little feet ran. 
But the fourth time her aunt 
asked for an errand the response 
was different. The tiny tot with 
her hands on her hips looked the 
lady straight in her eyes and said 
defiantly, “I am not your servant!” 
Her aunt was taken aback at first 
and then amused a great deal, and 
in time this anecdote has become 
common lore in our family.

now, how did this child, barely 
out of her diapers, know what a 

servant was? how did she know 
even at this young age that a 
‘servant’ was one thing she would 
never like to be? 

Becoming a servant goes against 
every grain in our old natural 
man. we may talk about servant 
leadership and stuff like that in 
our workshops and seminars. 
But when the tire hits the road 
we have difficulty handling it. 
in most work places there is a 
clear pecking order and there 
is no struggle. But when there 
are equals working together, 
that is when we sometimes feel 
treated like a servant and taken 
advantage off. Even in God’s 
great big family, the church, it’s 
difficult. Where it’s most difficult 
is at home where education and 
opportunities have made all men 
and women equal.

how do you react when your 
spouse treats you like a servant? 
Does anger and resentment 
build up? when people take your 
goodness for granted, can we 
still love them with Christ’s love? 
when we feel we don’t have our 
own life and people are dragging 
us around to fulfil somebody 
else’s dream – that is the time 
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to know that Jesus sees and he 
cares.

now servanthood does not 
mean that you are a mindless ‘yes’ 
man. Jesus did not allow people 
to push him around aimlessly. we 
don’t need to feel pressured by 
people especially under certain 
circumstances.

when what they are telling you 
to do is against your conscience.

when it is against god’s greater 
plan for your life. As thomas More 
said just before his execution, “i 
die the king’s faithful servant, but 
God’s first.”

even as a servant we are to 
regard the good of the other 
person and in a domestic setting 
the unhappiness of one becomes 

the unhappiness of both. So it may 
be better to tell the other person 
how you feel rather than nurse a 
grudge that can grow and explode 
hurting you the other person and 
in most cases both.

even our servanthood should 
be practised in love for Jesus’ 
sake, not with bad feelings. Love 
takes the sting out of the tasks.

“Am i trying to please people? if 
i were still trying to please people, 
i would not be a servant of Christ” 
(gal.1:10).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a consultant urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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Don’t Waste Their Mistakes... Learn From Them

THE SAD STORY OF A SAVED SOUL

CHARACTER 
STUDY

 VIJAY THANGIAH

CHARACTER:  
LOT

MEANING:   
wrap closely, envelop 

PRONUNCIATION: 
lote

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Gen.12:1-5;13:1-13; 
14:1-16;19:1-38

BACKGROUND 

The Bible calls Lot a righteous man in 2 Peter 2:6,9. But we find 
that he lived for self and succumbed to the evils of his time.

Lot was the son of Haran, and nephew of Abraham. On the death 
of his father, he was left under the care of his grandfather Terah, after whose death 
he accompanied his uncle Abraham into Canaan, then into Egypt, and back again 
to Canaan. After this he separated from him and settled in Sodom. Not many years 
after this he was taken captive by Chedorlaomer, and was rescued by Abraham. At 
length, when the judgment of God descended on the guilty cities of the plain, Lot 
was miraculously delivered. When fleeing from the doomed city his wife “looked 
back from behind him, and became a pillar of salt.”

MAIN LESSONS
1. Lot walked by sight and not by faith.

In Genesis 13:9 we read that Abraham graciously offered Lot 
the choice of the land. But we find “Lot lifted up his eyes and 
saw that the Jordan Valley was well watered everywhere like 

the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt, in the direction of Zoar. So Lot chose 
for himself all the Jordan Valley, and Lot journeyed east. Lot settled among the cities 
of the valley and moved his tent as far as Sodom. Now the men of Sodom were 
wicked, great sinners against the Lord.”

What mattered to Lot was how things looked externally. He was not bothered even 
though the people of Sodom where he settled were very wicked
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2. Lot was influenced more by Sodom than by God.

In Genesis 19 when the men of the city wanted to have sexual relations with the 
angels who came to meet him, he offers his daughters to them. It’s a sad picture 
of what happens to a believer when they live in and of the world. Their thoughts 
get twisted.

When he goes to his sons-in-laws to tell them to get out of the city before the 
destruction, we find that they thought he was joking! Even his own wife did not 
listen to him and turned back and became a pillar of salt.

What a tragedy! Maybe initially he would have thought that he would influence 
Sodom, but Sodom had influenced him and he had no influence for God. What a 
lesson to know that we cannot play with fire and not get burnt!

3. Lot went from bad to worse.

In Genesis 19:15-16, we read that Lot ‘hesitated’ – which tells us that his conscience 
was seared. How slow he was to obey God, even when God had warned him of 
impending judgment!

Why did Lot hesitate? Because, as Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there will 
your heart be also” (Matt. 6:21). Your heart always follows your treasure. If your 
treasure is in your things, then you won’t want to give them up, even if it costs you 
your life to hang on to them. The doctor may tell you that if you keep working at the 
pace you’re going at now, you’ll have a heart attack. But you’re not sure you want 
to slow down, even though it will cost you your life, because you want all the things 
you can get with your money. That’s a sign of conformity to the world.
4. Lot lost his honour.
The awful story of debauchery, weakness, deceit, drunkenness and incest is told 
in Genesis 19:30-38. The result was that two illegitimate children were born – 
Moab and Ammon – from whom came the bitterest enemies of ancient Israel – the 
Moabites and the Ammonites.
Sin, if it is harboured, goes on working in the heart and in the life, and eventually it 
leads to shame and tragedy, even to members of one’s own family.
5. Lot was a righteous man who made peace with the world and paid for it.
He liked living in Sodom, even though it was a wicked place. What if Lot had moved 
to Sodom with a missionary mind-set instead of with a monetary mind-set? Perhaps 
God would have worked a revival and many in Sodom could have been saved (Matt. 
11:23). 
But as it was, Sodom was destroyed. Lot lost everything he had been working for – 
his house, his flocks, and his wealth; all was destroyed in an instant. Not only that, 
he lost his wife.

There are many believers in our day who are vainly trying, like Lot, to live for the 
best of both worlds.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Lot’s decision to live in Sodom, surrounded by depravity, put 
him in a terrible dilemma – whether to protect his guests or his 
family. How can the effects of sin complicate life and put people 
in compromising situations today? Think of an example to share 
with the group. 

APPLICATION QUESTIONS

1. Can a believer get to a low point like Lot did? If so, why does 
it happen? If not, why not?

2. Is it possible to be blind to certain sins that could be eroding 
one’s spiritual life? How can we keep blind spots from leading 

2. Is it wrong for a Christian to pursue to pursue wealth like Lot? How should a 
Christian balance seeking career success with Matthew 6:33?

3. Should Christians seek to move from an especially wicked city? 

4. How can we raise godly children in our corrupt society?

to our downfall by surprising us?

3. Do you agree that nobody falls into major sin suddenly? Why/why not?

4. Can a worldly Christian have assurance of salvation?

PRAYER 

Dear Lord, Your word tells me “where my treasure is there will 
my heart be also.” So help me to examine constantly where my 
treasure really is, so that I am not led astray. Amen.

MEMORY VERSE

“We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself 
up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every 
thought to make it obedient to Christ” (2Cor.10:5 NIV)

Vijay Thangiah 
 is a Bible teacher and the 

former National Executive 
Director of India Youth For 

Christ.
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After two days of just lying 
there in pain, some workers 
found her and put her on a 
makeshift cot and loaded her 
into their jeep and drove 150 
miles over deep rutted roads 
to find a doctor who could 
set the broken bones. But the 
very bumpy ride damaged 
her bones so badly that her 
hip never completely healed. 
He says, “I visited my mother 
in her mud-covered hut 
several weeks after all of this 
happened. I watched as she 
took two bamboo crutches 
that she had made herself, 
and moved from one place 
to another with her feet just 
dragging behind because 
she had lost all feeling in 
them.” He says, “At age 75, 
with a broken hip, unable 
to stand on her own two 
legs, I thought that I made a 
pretty intelligent suggestion. 
I suggested that she retire.” 
He says, “She turned around 
and looked at me and said, 
‘What value is that? If we try 
to preserve this body just a 
few more years and it is not 
being used for God, of what 
value is that?’ So she kept on 
working. She kept on riding 
her donkey to villages until 
she was 93 years old... And 
she continued to tell people 
about Jesus Christ until she 
died at age 95.”

5. Caleb experienced what God 
had promised!

 He climbed the mountains 
and he defeated the giants 
– he claimed his possession. 
The name of the place Caleb 
inherited used to be called 
Kirjatharba (city of the four 
giants). Now it was named 
Hebron (seat of association 
or fellowship). Caleb refused 
to quit until he had obtained 
everything the Lord had for 
him! He refused to stop until 
he had obtained that place of 
fellowship with God.

 Where are you in your 
personal walk with the 
Lord? Have you entered into 
your victory, or are you still 
wandering around in the 
wilderness struggling day 
to day? God has a place of 
peace and power for you, but 
you must be willing to claim 
your possession. It isn’t for 
the faint-hearted, but it is for 
the faith-hearted. 

 Half-hearted Christians are 
faint-hearted Christians, and 
they never learn to conquer 
the giants in their lives.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.
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SSPPEECCIIAALL  FFEEAATTUURREE    

  

  SSttuuddeennttss  wwoouulldd  bbee  sseerrvviinngg  tthhee  LLoorrdd  iinn  tthhee  llooccaall  mmiissssiioonn  ffiieellddss  wwhhiillee  ttaakkiinngg  

tthhee  ttrraaiinniinngg    
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            22..  BB..CC..SS..  SSeennaattee  ooff  SSeerraammppoorree  ffoorr  ggrraadduuaatteess  aanndd  BB..TThh..  ggrraadduuaatteess,,  44  yyeeaarrss  iinn  EEnngglliisshh  &&  TTaammiill   

33..  DD..CC..SS..  SSeennaattee  ooff  SSeerraammppoorree  ffoorr  1100++22  qquuaalliiffiieedd  oorr  1100
tthh

  ppaasssseedd  aanndd  TTwwoo  yyeeaarr  aapppprroovveedd  

                                ttrraaiinniinngg  wwiitthh  mmiinniissttrryy  eexxppeerriieennccee  ffoorr  TTwwoo  yyeeaarrss  

  

SSPPEECCIIAALL  FFEEAATTUURREE    

  

  SSttuuddeennttss  wwoouulldd  bbee  sseerrvviinngg  tthhee  LLoorrdd  iinn  tthhee  llooccaall  mmiissssiioonn  ffiieellddss  wwhhiillee  ttaakkiinngg  

tthhee  ttrraaiinniinngg    

  DDeevveelloopp  mmiinniissttrryy  ssuuppppoorrtt  sskkiillllss  lliikkee  lleeaanniinngg  GGuuiittaarr,,  KKeeyy  BBooaarrdd  aanndd  ootthheerr  

mmuussiicc  IInnssttrruummeennttss  

  BBooyyss  aanndd  GGiirrllss  ccoommee  ffrroomm  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ssttaatteess  ooff  IInnddiiaa  aanndd  NNeeiigghhbboorriinngg    

nnaattiioonnss  ooff  IInnddiiaa  

  SSttuuddeennttss  hhaavvee  tthhee  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ttoo  iinnvvoollvvee  iinn  ddiiffffeerreenntt  mmiinniissttrryy  lliikkee  vviillllaaggee  

oouuttrreeaacchh,,  ccoonndduuccttiinngg  yyoouutthh  aanndd  cchhiillddrreenn’’ss  pprrooggrraamm,,  hhoossppiittaall  vviissiittiinngg  ,,  

sscchhooooll  mmeeeettiinnggss  

  SSeeppaarraattee  DDoorrmmiittoorryy  ttyyppee  ooff  ssttaayy  ffoorr  BBooyyss  aanndd  GGiirrllss    

  HHoouussiinngg  ffaacciilliittyy  ffoorr  MMaarrrriieedd  CCoouuppllee    

  CCaammppuuss  bbeeaauuttiiffuullllyy  ssiittuuaatteedd  aatt  tthhee  ffoooott  ooff  HHiilllloocckk  iinn  aann  uurrbbaann  sseettttiinngg    

    

AApppplliiccaattiioonn  ccoouulldd  bbee  ddoowwnnllooaaddeedd  tthhrroouugghh  oouurr  wweebb::  wwwwww..llaammbbssiinnssttiittuuttee..iinn    

  

    MMrr..  AA..  AA..DDaanniieellss    GGnnaannaammuutthhuu..  MM..SScc..  MM..PPhhiill..    TThh..MM..  ((UUSSAA))                                                MMrr..  SSeellvvaamm  CChhrriissttuu  RRaajj..  MM..TThh..  

                  PPRRIINNCCIIPPAALL                                                                                                                                                                                            RReeggiissttrraarr  

                                                                    RReevv..  DDrr..  AArruullddoossss  GGnnaannaammuutthhuu      

                                                                                                    FFoouunnddeerr  DDiirreeccttoorr  

  

Candidacy
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3600 Year Old Burial Chamber 
‘Stuns’ Archaeologists

(CP): Archaeologists say they 
are stunned by the discovery of 
a ‘magnificent and untouched’ 
3600-year-old burial chamber in 
the ancient Canaanite city-state 
of Megiddo, which is mentioned 
in the book of Revelation in the 
Bible.

national geographic reported 
that the ‘extraordinary’ find 
could offer potential clues into 
the royal dynasty that ruled the 
area south of haifa, today part 
of israel, before its conquest by 
egypt in the 15th century B.C. for 
nearly five millennia, from 3000 
B.C. to 1918, Megiddo served as 
an important strategic pass for 
international military and trade 
routes, offering the stage for 
numerous historic battles.

it is described in Revelation 
16:16 as a place called ‘Armaged-
don’, which derives from har-
Megiddo, or ‘hill of Megiddo’.

Efforts To Rewrite Indian 
History
(UCAN): Christian and Muslim 
leaders in india are appalled by 
federal government moves to 

News
‘revise’ the country’s history in a 
bid to push a pro-hindu narrative. 
Reuters revealed that a committee 
appointed by the narendra Modi 
government has been working for 
six months to prove hindus are 
direct descendants of India’s first 
inhabitants. the reports also said 
that the committee is seeking to 
demonstrate that ancient hindu 
scriptures are fact, not myth.

the aim of Modi’s pro-hindu 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and 
affiliated Hindu groups is “ul-
timately to shape the national 
identity to match their religious 
views, that india is a nation of 
and for hindus,” reported Reu-
ters. Culture Minister Mahesh 
Sharma told the news agency that 
the committee was part of larger 
plans to revise india’s history.

Mission Hospital, Nuns At-
tacked

(UCAN): Suspected hindu ac-
tivists demolished the wall of a 
Catholic mission hospital and 
manhandled staff including nuns 
in the latest incident in Madhya 
Pradesh state, considered a hot-
bed of anti-Christian violence in 
central india.

Some 60 people with the 
help of a bulldozer razed the 
boundary wall of 44-year-old 
Pushpa Mission hospital in the 
temple town of Ujjain. they 
blocked its emergency entrance 
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HARVEST MINISTRIES
SEEKING SUITABLE CANDIDATES FOR ITS 

RESIDENTIAL ENGLISH MEDIUM HIGH SCHOOL

(50kms. From Secunderabad)  
Well qualified, committed born again Christian 

Teacher’s willing to serve the children coming from 
poor and marginalized families.   Handsome salary 

and accommodation provided.

English: 

Graduate with B. Ed. Minimum 3 years of teaching 
experience.   Fluency in English For Higher  Classes.

Qualified Teacher to teach Kindergarten to give good 
foundations in pronunciation, cursive & handwriting 

skills.

Hindi: 

Hindi Pandit Training with minimum of 3 years of 
teaching experience.

Dean:  

Committed Dean to take care of Boys.   

Note:   
 Interested candidates send their resume to:

Director, Harvest Ministries, P.O. Box. 2119 
Secunderabad – 500 003. 

Email: calebrayapati@gmail.com
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and destroyed equipment 
including power generators. the 
hospital has been facing trouble 
since January after gagan Singh, 
the personal assistant of a local 
parliamentarian, staked a claim 
over disputed land, said the 
hospital director.

he told UCAnewS that the 
land in front of the hospital was 
given to the hospital by the local 
civic body for use as a parking 
area and to maintain its greenery. 
the dispute has gone to court 
after members of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) attempted to 
take over the land, accusing the 
church of illegally occupying the 
site. the attackers came armed 
with a bulldozer and sharp-edged 
weapons. they demolished the 
boundary wall, erected a fence 
and put up some makeshift shops 
to claim the land.

Mob Attacks Christians Going 
To Worship Camp

(CP): two Christian men were 
hospitalised after being attacked 
and beaten by an enraged hin-
du mob while on their way to a 
Christian camp in eastern india, 
as persecution against Christian 
missionaries continues to esca-
late. According to the Christian 
persecution news outlet Morning 
Star news, the attack occurred 
after Christians aboard a bus 
bound for the city of Bettiah in 
the Bihar state told passengers 

on board their reason for travel-
ing. not everyone on board was 
pleased with the fact that they 
were talking about their faith and 
the Christian camp.

one angry hindu reportedly 
began to argue with the Christians 
on the bus, most of whom were 
women and children. the man 
accused the Christians of “always 
converting innocent and poor 
villagers.”

it is believed that the hindu man 
made phone calls to hindu nation-
alist groups because once the bus 
arrived at the station, a group of 
about 60 to 70 hindu extremists 
were there waiting. According to 
a local source, two Christian men 
were separated from the group 
and severely beaten.

Violent Attacks On Christians 
In Tamil Nadu

(WWM): the United Christian 
forum has counted nine incidents 
in tamil nadu in 2018, including 
the mysterious death of a pastor 
in Kanchipuram District. two 
weeks after that incident, a 
‘house church’ in Coimbatore 
District, where Christians had 
been gathering for 20 years, 
was attacked by hindu Munnani 
activists. A group of ten extremists 
forced their way into a hall where 
Christians were holding a Sunday 
service. “they shouted slogans 
demanding us to stop running the 
church.”



78Light of Life MAY 2018



79Light of Life MAY 2018



80Light of Life MAY 2018

LIGHT OF LIFE 80 MARCH 2016

FEBRUARY 28, 2016

Reg. No. MCW/130/2015-2017

LIGHT OF LIFE 80 MARCH 2016

FEBRUARY 28, 2016

Reg. No. MCW/130/2015-2017

LIGHT OF LIFE 80 MARCH 2016

FEBRUARY 28, 2016

Reg. No. MCW/130/2015-2017

LIGHT OF LIFE 80 MARCH 2016

FEBRUARY 28, 2016

Reg. No. MCW/130/2015-2017Reg. No. MCW/130/2018-2020

ApRil 28, 2018

LIGHT OF LIFE 80 MARCH 2016

FEBRUARY 28, 2016

Reg. No. MCW/130/2015-2017
preceding month


