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LETTERS

YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 
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Spiritual Nutritious Tonic

in your esteemed magazine 
issue of march 2017, two 

writers, namely Binoy Kumar 
muduli in his article, Crossing 
our Trust Boundary, and Lily 
abraham in her article, How 
do we glorify God?, have so 
beautifully explained that “trust 
does not mean sitting and waiting 
everyday for an answer. it is more 
than believing that god will 
provide or show the way”; “When 
your eyes are on Jesus, there is 
no need to fear”; “Bearing fruit 
is basically our lifestyle; that is, 
living a life in obedience to god’s 
commandments”; “… it is our 
obedience that brings glory to 
god, being obedient irrespective 
of the consequences! Discipleship 
is costly; are you willing to pay 
that price? Do you know him so 
well that you think he is worth 
your life?”

Some of the above illustrations 
by the authors are like spiritual 
nutritious tonic for people like 
me, for steadfast onward move 
with enriched hope to meet our 
Lord.

P. D. Arthur Prasad, Mysore, 
Karnataka.
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Shishya Society aims to meet the needs of today’s youth, spiritually,  

physically, and intellectually.  

Teaching children to love and care for each other like Jesus loved us;  

thus the school logo: “Living in Love.”  

School begins at age 3 with Play-group and is presently up to 8th class: 2 sections of  

each class(600+ students) with plans in the near future for 9th and 10th class. 

 

Desirable Attributes 

• Committed, honest believer in Christ, with a sense of call and vision for youth 

• Fluency in English - speaking and writing 

• Some previous teaching experience 

 

*Use the above email address for queries regarding any vacancies. 
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Editorial

PLAYING POLITICS

W    ikipedia refers to 
politics as achieving 
and exercising posi-

tions of organised control over a 
human community, particularly a 
state. Another definition refers to 
it as activities aimed at improving 
someone’s status or increasing 
power within an organisation. 
yet another description men-
tions forming alliances, exercis-
ing power as well as protecting 
and advancing particular ideas or 
goals, including anything affecting 
one’s daily life, such as the way an  
office or household is managed, 
or how one person or group ex-
ercises influence over another.
We use the word commonly to 
refer to manipulations that go 
on at government levels and also 
within organisations, churches (!),   
and workplaces.

the Bible gives us a few examples 
of such political manipulations. 
Perhaps the most notorious one 
was by Pontius Pilate. he had no 
doubt in his mind that Jesus was 

innocent of all the charges that 
the Jewish leaders had brought 
against him. So he tried his best to 
release Jesus one way or another. 
But when he saw that a riot was 
likely, which might affect his own 
standing with Rome, he played 
politics. he washed his hands in 
front of the people saying that 
he was not guilty of the death of 
Jesus, and handed Jesus over to 
the soldiers to be crucified. Of 
course, this did not exonerate 
Pilate of the responsibility for the 
death of Jesus; it perhaps saved 
his skin for the moment.

Jesus was becoming very 
popular before the crowd and 
his simultaneous exposure of  
the hypocrisy of the Jewish lead-
ers was making these leaders 
feel insecure. Caiaphas the high 
priest thought that it was bet-
ter to get Jesus killed because 
otherwise they might lose their 
power and the Romans might 
take control of the religious set 
up also. another play of politics 



Light of Life 9 may 2017

Editorial
for survival, at the cost of an in-
nocent life!

haman had become a favourite 
of King ahasuerus who ruled 
from ethiopia to india. he could 
not bear it that, when everyone 
honoured his authority, mordecai 
the Jew would not bow down 
before him. So he made a scheme 
and got the king to agree to 
destroy all the Jews in the land; in 
the process mordecai would also 
get eliminated and no one would 
be the wiser!

King herod married herodias 
who was his brother Philip’s wife. 
When John the baptiser pointed 
out that this was wrong in the 
sight of god, herodias hated him 
for it. When her daughter pleased 
herod so much with her dancing 
that he was willing to give her 
anything as a present, herodias 
used the occasion to ask for John’s 
head! She had herod in a trap, and 
he was so concerned about keep-
ing his word for maintaining his 
prestige before his friends that 
he obliged his wife! it mattered 
less to him that an innocent man 
whom he admired would lose his 
life as a result!

King David thought that after 
he had slept with Bathsheba, 
Uriah’s wife, and sent her back 
home, everything would be fine. 
But she became pregnant. Now 
his reputation was at stake and 
he could also get stoned to death 
for adultery, according to the 

Law of Moses. So he first tried to 
make it look as if the baby was 
Uriah’s, and when that ruse did 
not work he arranged for Uriah to 
be killed.

We are so used to hearing politi-
cians making statements one day 
and claiming when they are asked 
about them either that they had 
not said anything like that, or that 
they had been misunderstood. 
Politicians are known to ‘buy’ 
votes, buy supporters, pay off the 
police or judges to put away cas-
es against them, and even put to 
death those who cause trouble.

Politics takes place in 
workplaces also. People ‘butter’ 
their bosses and pull down 
their colleagues in order to get 
promotions. Kickbacks are taken 
to show favour for contractors 
or suppliers, and then that is 
covered up through splitting the 
loot with those who are in the 
know and creating reasons on 
paper why such contracts are the 
best. Potential whistle-blowers 
are kept out of the loop, bought 
over or even eliminated.

one would hope that the church 
would stand up as a challenging 
example in the midst of such 
rampant manipulations for self-
exaltation and gain. But churches 
can also be full of power politics 
which can be seen especially 
where elections are involved. 
misuse of power or position to 
promote relatives or cronies or to 
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amass wealth for oneself is not at 
all rare.

even if we are not in public 
positions where our deeds or 
misdeeds might affect a large 
number of others, nevertheless, 
we too may be tempted to play 
politics in different situations. 
to what extent will we be willing 
to bend the law, cut corners, 
overlook principles or go against 
our commitment to our Lord in 
order to manage difficult situations? 
Does everyone have a price?

in the above 
examples, Pilate, 
Caiaphas, herod and 
David were all trying 
to preserve their status 
by resorting to politics. 
haman, on the other 
hand, was trying to 
enhance his position by 
eliminating obstacles 
along the way. We 
notice both these types 
of moves taking place commonly 
around us. in the case of herod 
and David, they unexpectedly 
found themselves in situations 
which, they felt, compelled them 
to take such measures. they 
both felt a threat to themselves.  
Pilate and Caiaphas were in official  
positions where they might have 
tried to justify themselves by  
taking a stance that they were 
not thinking of themselves 
but only doing something for 

the ‘proper’ functioning of  
their office.

Why do we do such things even 
when our conscience tells us that 
we would not be doing the right 
thing but violating some principle 
of god in the process? one thing 
psychologists have recognised is 
that every one of us has a basic 
need for what they call a sense of 
significance about ourselves. this 
is a need to feel important, to 
be recognised and valued by the 
others for what we are and what 

we do. many people 
try to meet this need 
through achievements, 
trying to show others 
what they can do with 
the special skills and 
abilities they have. 
others try to make 
their importance felt 
by exercising authority 
over others or by 
accumulating wealth.

We can see that it is a very 
slippery path for us to try and 
feel significant in comparison 
to others because there may be 
always someone else who can 
do better, or who has more than 
we do. our positions can be very 
temporary when we grow older 
and younger ones overtake us. our 
wealth can get reduced or even 
disappear with an unexpected 
turn of events. But people still 
try to do more or accumulate 

To what extent will 
we be willing to bend 
the law, cut corners, 
overlook principles 
or go against our 
commitment to 

our Lord in order 
to manage difficult 
situations? Does 

everyone have a price?
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more in a way that never ends or 
brings satisfaction. King Solomon 
saw while he was trying to make 
sense of life, “there was a certain 
man without a dependant, having 
neither a son nor a brother, yet 
there was no end to all his labour. 
Indeed, his eyes were not satisfied 
with riches and he never asked, 
‘and for whom am i labouring and 
depriving myself of pleasure?’” 
(eccl.4:8).

People play politics in 
order to preserve their 
level of significance or 
to gain more. Because 
a loss of significance 
can be a very painful 
experience, people try 
to do anything they can 
to keep what they have 
or to acquire more.

adam and eve 
began to feel like this 
only after they fell. earlier they 
had felt completely recognised, 
valued, respected and accepted 
in their relationship with god. 
But when they made themselves 
independent of god, they 
immediately felt this vacuum. 
from then onwards, men and 
women have struggled to attain a 
level of significance before people, 
finding themselves unable to 
succeed fully or for all time.

our relationship with god 
through Jesus shows us the way 
out of this situation and towards 
the original plan of god for us. 

When we are sure of how much 
god values us and the purpose 
he has for each of us now and for 
eternity, we can stop playing poli-
tics and relax, sensing fulfilment 
in our relationship with him.

Jesus, as a man, had such a strong 
conviction of his identity before 
the father that he did not have 
to try and impress people or hold 
on to his position or reputation 
before people. “Jesus, knowing 

that the father had 
given all things into 
his hands, and that he 
had come forth from 
god and was going 
back to god, got up 
from supper, and laid 
aside his garments; 
and taking a towel, 
he girded himself” 
(Jn.13:3,4). he could 
serve his disciples 

without any fear of losing his 
dignity before them. But what 
we see is that many Christians 
want to become leaders and not 
servants, and lord it over others 
rather than gird themselves to 
serve others. “the Son of man 
did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give his life a ransom 
for many” (matt.20:28).

When we are sure of 
how much God values 

us and the purpose 
He has for each of us 
now and for eternity, 
we can stop playing 
politics and relax, 

sensing fulfilment in our 
relationship with Him.

Jacob Ninan
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Right from the very 
inception of the church 
on the Day of Pentecost 

(acts 2),  soon after the ascension 
of the Lord, democratic principles 
governed the church. the 
apostles reached the true place 
of spiritual leadership when the 
purging flame of the Holy Spirit 
consumed their carnal ambitions 
in the Pentecostal conflagration.

the church comprises all those 
who are redeemed from all 
nations and tribes, by the blood 
of the Lamb shed on the cross of 
Calvary, and who are preserved 
without spot or wrinkles, by the 
holy Spirit, to be the bride of 
the Lamb, on his return. they 
are distributed in different 
parts of the world in different 
congregations.

Christ is the head of the church 
and, as such, proper governance of 
the church must be in his hands. 
god has prescribed theocracy 
– government of his people, 
by the people of his choice, for 
his people. theocracy is where 
god is in control, through his 

CHURCH AND  
DEMOCRACY PART 1

We should have leaders who are characterised by personal 
holiness, not ivory tower theologians or crafty politicians.

P. ABRAHAM chosen men, in accordance with 
the stipulations in god’s word, 
as at the time of moses, Joshua, 
Samuel, David and the apostles. 
it is not mobocracy, where 
everybody does what he/she 
likes (Judg.17:6). the question is 
how to identify people chosen by 
god.

the main actor is the holy Spirit 
and men are but his instruments 
in achieving the divine purpose. 
The judgment of fitness lies 
neither with the individual, not 
with the church leaders, but with 
the holy Spirit. the leaders’ part 
is limited to being sensitive to 
his leading and obedient to his 
command. the decision is not 
based on majority vote.

Problems In Churches

as long as we are in this body 
of flesh, there will be problems in 
our churches. When the problems 
arise, the answer is not to hide 
them, or for officers to resign and 
found a new church. the answer 
is to face the problem honestly 
and prayerfully, and settle them 
according to the word of god.
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Paul’s missionary passion was 
not only to nurture the unity of 
Jews and gentiles in Christ, but 
also to plant self-supporting, 
self-governing churches in every 
major centre of the Roman em-
pire. While writing to titus, Paul 
did not instruct him to constitute 
a council and ordain a bishop 
for the mediterranean island of 
Crete. instead, titus was asked to 
appoint elders in every town, as 
instructed, so that they could en-
courage others in sound doctrine, 
refute those who opposed it and 
silence those who taught things 
for the sake of dishonest gain. it is 
time for the Christians to show the 
will to break the age-old mould 
that has created the bigoted sys-
tem and get back to what god has 
planned for us, namely the inde-
pendence of the local churches. 
it truly deserves our urgent and 
focussed attention.

Paul describes the false teach-
ers as empty talkers, deceivers 
and unruly. they professed one 
thing and practised another. they 
denied Christ by their works. 
they were abominable and dis-
obedient. false teachers should 
be rebuked and rejected. once 
the church compromises on the 
truth, the truth will be swallowed 
up in lies.
Leadership In Churches

Seventy years after india’s 
independence, our country has 

still not become an electoral 
democracy; it has remained as 
an ‘elections only’ democracy. 
When a person wins an election, 
he thinks that he is immune to 
criticism for the next five years. 
This deficiency in our democracy 
is manifest in the widespread 
corruption in our political class, 
and the deterioration of our public 
institutions. Positions of power 
have become nothing more than 
instruments to extract profit. This 
disease has spread to the churches 
and Christian organisations. if 
they are self-seeking, like the 
false teachers of Crete (tit.1:10-
16), they would not possess the 
character required to promote 
good works and sound doctrine 
among the believers. the ‘leaders’ 
love to be glued to their positions 
of power and are never gracious 
in defeat. they have no regard 
for the Bible and its stipulations. 
they make decisions behind 
closed doors, rather than openly 
in a democratic way. they are 
confronted by a serious deficit 
of trust. it is time they recognise 
that, once they become leaders, 
they forsake a substantial part of 
their right to privacy. in this age, 
when the church is emulating 
the world, where it is no longer 
distinguishable from our pleasure-
oriented culture, we should shine 
like beacons in a stormy night. 
instead, many are spreading the 
message of  ‘playboy spirituality’. 
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We have brought the world into 
the church, instead of the church 
being the salt of the earth and 
light of the world in this corrupt 
and perverse generation. We have 
allowed contemporary world 
culture to infiltrate our hearts 
and minds. We should learn to 
rely on the sufficiency of God’s 
word, instead of applying worldly 
methods to address felt needs.

faithful teaching of god’s word 
has vanished, marking the de-
mise of our Biblical framework. 
Preaching is replaced 
by entertainment. We 
have become tolerant 
of all kinds of com-
promises, casting Bib-
lical principles aside. 
We have fallen prey to 
the belief that without 
entertainment and 
worldly concessions, 
no one will want what 
Jesus offers. 

Let us not forget the 
exchange in matthew 
19. as the rich man 
realised that personal sacrifice is 
required to live in god’s kingdom, 
he walked away. Jesus did not do 
what many churches would do 
today: run after the man to make 
the gospel more appealing. the 
only terms on which anyone can 
truly follow Christ are on god’s 
terms, not on what are generally 
accepted.

Leaders of different 
denominations play politics 
within the congregations. for 
selfish reasons, they create 
division and indulge in corrupt 
practices while dealing with 
finances and church properties. 
The conflicts express themselves 
often in personal power plays 
and political manoeuvring. the 
nasty infighting in the churches is 
embarrassingly petty and dirtier 
than the tricks played by regular 
politicians. these ‘leaders’ may 

be adults in age and 
height, but awfully 
childish in attitude 
(Jas.4:2). Litigation 
has led to severe 
indictment of several 
of these persons by 
the courts. a number 
of such leaders have 
also been punished 
by the churches. But 
the number of such 
politicians in the church 
is only increasing!

a bunch of men 
group themselves together and 
conveniently frame some rules 
to form a society/trust and 
register it under the laws of the 
land. thus they claim to obtain 
legal protection. Respectful of 
the ‘charisma’ of these leaders 
and persuaded by their flattering 
tongue, many innocent people 
become their ‘members’, while 

Let us not forget the 
exchange in Matthew 
19. As the rich man 

realised that personal 
sacrifice is required 

to live in God’s 
kingdom, he walked 

away. Jesus did not do 
what many churches 
would do today: run 

after the man to make 
the Gospel more 

appealing.
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remaining ignorant of their wily 
ways and devious operations 
in exercising control over the 
finances. They operate without 
any prick of conscience. there is no 
transparency in their transactions 
and they are not accountable 
to anyone. their operations are 
confidential. “Where there is 
no publicity, there is no justice.” 
their only aim in life is to become 
prosperous and live a comfortable 
life amidst the adulation of 
people. they have made a joke 
of spirituality. their lifestyle 
indicates that they are ignorant of 
the god of the Bible and his word. 
their lives do not indicate any 
awareness of the fact that they are 
to stand before the Judgment Seat 
of Christ one day. Very soon these 
‘leaders’ become mutual admirers 
and scratch each other’s back, 
for their own advantage. their 
‘members’ have no say in the 
affairs of the society/trust. The 
responsibility of the congregation 
is limited to ‘pay and pray’. 
Democratic principles of these 
‘leaders’ end with the registration 
of these trusts, and they continue 
their untrustworthy operations 
uninterruptedly. With the passage 
of time, such operations get 
exposed and scandalous reports 
begin to appear in public, bringing 
shame on god and his people. But 
other similar groups mushroom 
throughout the length and breadth 
of this land!

these organisations even 
manage to register themselves 
under the foreign Contributions 
Regulation act (fCRa), thus 
opening their coffers for foreign 
donations and frequent foreign 
jaunts. there are any number 
of organisations in the Western 
countries to support the ‘poor, 
undernourished’ Christians in 
the developing world!

even as they claim to believe 
in the priesthood of all believers, 
they want the members of the 
congregations kept in a water-
tight compartment, completely 
isolated from the decision-making 
process. the priesthood of all 
believers is thus continuously 
undermined. the situation calls 
for a determined effort for the 
congregations to study god’s 
word and apply it in their lives.

Early Practice 

In the first century, the 
apostles thought it would not 
be right for them to neglect the 
ministry of teaching the word, 
and instead, chose men full of 
the Spirit and wisdom to serve 
on tables. Because of ministerial 
responsibilities in the growing 
church, the apostles refused to 
administer the treasury. they 
declared that their primary duty 
was to be involved in the spiritual 
aspects: prayer and ministry of 
the word of god. Whenever the 
minister neglects his spiritual 
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service to the members for 
temporal concerns, he has failed 
the divine calling. it is unfortunate 
that most pastors now think that 
promotion in ministry lies in 
competing for administrative jobs, 
climbing the corporate ladder and 
‘ruling’ over the congregation(s). 
they forget that, by doing this, 
they are turning their backs 
on the spiritual ministry to the 
congregations.

the apostles suggested the so-
lution and specified the quali-
fications for the officers: good 
reputation, spirituality and prac-
ticality. the responsibility for 
choosing the officers was left to 
the church. this is a picture of 
the unity and harmony between 
the leaders and the members of 
the flock. We should follow the 
guidelines on the qualification for 
spiritual leaders, as given by Paul 
to timothy and titus. the con-
gregation knew best who among 
them were efficient, reliable and 
impartial. Such officers will al-
ways bring credit to Christianity, 
and the cause of Christ will pros-
per under them. the pastors will 
thus be freed from the time-con-
suming temporal interests so that 
they may continue steadfastly in 
prayer and in the ministry of the 
word.

the pastor must know the 
word for two reasons: to be able 
to minister to the members and 

to be able to refute false teachers 
(tit.1:9). he should severely 
reprove and rebuke rebellious 
men and exhort the congregation 
with the inspired word of god. 
“it is only the man who has died 
with Christ that can preach the 
cross of Christ.”

Democracy?

Churches and Christian organi-
sations have generally modified 
the ‘democratic’ process to choose 
representatives and officers.  
Democracy, where all the mem-
bers of a church, spiritual and 
carnal, have equal value in iden-
tifying the leaders chosen by god, 
cannot produce theocracy. Quite 
often, the process chosen is not 
clean and transparent. to enter 
into positions of authority, can-
didates and their cronies launch 
all-out campaigns, providing 
food, transportation and cash to 
buy votes. the candidates spend 
lakhs of rupees to promote them-
selves and malign others. they 
use flattering words as a cloak 
for covetousness (1 thess.2:5). 
expenditure incurred by the or-
ganisation reportedly runs into 
crores. Reports appearing in the 
secular newspapers make us 
hang our heads in shame!

in one such recent case, the 
contestants fought very fiercely 
and the fight ended in litigation. 
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the court stayed the counting 
of votes. after a few months, the 
stay was vacated. But the parties 
were eager to get the votes 
counted even before the copy of 
the court order reached them. 
When this failed, they 
were pressurising the 
election officials to 
count the votes and 
declare the results 
on the intervening 
Sunday, without even 
caring for the worship 
service!

Personal holiness is 
not a priority within 
the churches today –particularly 
among its ‘leaders’. We are now 
concerned about visual growth 
and success, than with cultivat-
ing personal purity (Rom.12:2). 
the only things that matter to the 
present day ‘leaders’ are projects 
and programmes, achievements 
and accumulations, prestige and 
popularity. they have betrayed 

the trust reposed in them by the 
people. for the church to recover 
its distinctiveness, holiness is a 
must for each individual member 
(Heb.12:14). Evangelistic efforts 
will ring hollow if such efforts 

are not accompanied 
by personal purity. 
We should have lead-
ers who are charac-
terised by personal 
holiness, not ivory 
tower theologians or 
crafty politicians. We 
need zealous pastors 
who work to the brink 
of exhaustion to shine 

the gospel light into the spiritu-
ally dark arenas of politics and 
academia. 

Personal holiness is 
not a priority within 
the churches today 

–particularly among its 
‘leaders’. We are now 

concerned about visual 
growth and success, 
than with cultivating 

personal purity 
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DEFEAT IS A BETTER 
TEACHER THAN VICTORY
Our victories and defeats serve the Lord’s purpose of bringing 

us into harmony with Him and His plans.

What a humiliation it 
was for the people 
envied by the world as 

the most blessed ones belonging 
to the almighty god! the winning 
streak of the israelites that began 
with the triumph over the city 
of Jericho was abruptly halted 
by a humiliating defeat against a 
tiny city called ai. Believing the 
reports of the spies, Joshua, the 
leader of the israelites, took just 
three thousand of his army men 
to the battle at ai which ended 
with the inhabitants and the army 
of ai chasing the israelites out of 
the city and killing 36 of them.

A Small Sin!

Shocked at the unexpected and 
shameful defeat at the hands of a 
weak army of ai, Joshua fell face 
down before the Lord pleading 
with him to let him know the 
reason. the Lord revealed to him 
the transgression committed by 
an israelite. While the command 
of the Lord was to destroy 
everything in Jericho during the 
battle, an israelite named achan 
coveted a beautiful garment and 

T. A. PRABHU KIRAN some gold and silver he found 
there. the Lord said because of 
the sin of achan he did not go with 
the israelites to the battle with ai. 
Joshua then made an enquiry and 
punished achan and his family 
with death, thus removing the 
sin from god’s people. When the 
israelites again raided the city 
of ai, they were successful in 
capturing the city and continued 
on their winning spree (Joshua 7 
and 8).

Does god view even a small sin 
committed by a single person 
so seriously? yes, because the 
lesson the Lord wanted to teach 
the israelites for their future 
life in the Promised Land was 
an invaluable one. While the 
israelites were mourning the loss 
of their 36 people in the battle, 
the Lord made them realise how 
much more painful and critical 
it was to lose the very presence 
of the Lord. the israelites were 
not defeated by the people of ai; 
they unwittingly chose to defeat 
themselves by harbouring the 
sin of disobedience and taking 
the presence of god for granted. 
the Lord taught them that there 
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was nothing in the world that 
could match his presence in 
terms of value, as the israelites 
would come across many more 
valuable things in their battles 
for the Promised Land. if the 
israelites surrendered totally to 
god, he would deliver the entire 
Promised Land to them in his 
own way, be it Jericho or ai. as the 
general of god’s army, Joshua also 
learnt that he must prepare the 
battle strategies in the Promised 
Land based on the strength of the 
Lord’s presence, and not on the 
basis of the spies’ report. 

A Lesson For Us

thus, the Lord gave the israelites 
the blue print for their new life as 
citizens in the Promised Land. 
they needed to know that the 
strength of their relationship 
with the Lord was going to be the 
most crucial element in their new 
life. this is true also of our new 
covenant life in the Lord Jesus. 

the blunder of achan is an 
important lesson for us believers 
today. We don’t need a jar of 
poison to make a jar of pure 
milk poisonous – just a drop is 
enough. our fellowship with the 
Lord is so holy that even a small 
transgression can snap it. the 
Lord’s presence will not abide 
wherever there is sin, be it small 
or big; and sin cannot exist in the 
Lord’s presence. the Lord is holy 
and expects his people also to 

be holy (Lev.20:26;1Pet.1:16). a 
true believer will not live with un-
confessed sin; he will immediately 
get down on his knees, confess it 
and get right with god. if there is 
defeat and growing unrest in our 
lives, we should introspect and 
know if there is any sin in us that 
we need to confess and repent of. 
Unless we do that, we cannot claim 
the victory that the Lord Jesus 
has already won for us through 
his death and resurrection.

the defeat at ai was an   
important lesson the israelites 
learned under the godly lead-
ership of Joshua. While the Jer-
icho victory boosted their faith, 
the defeat at ai enriched them 
in their knowledge of god. Both 
these experiences helped them 
build a solid basis for their  
future victories. our victories and 
defeats serve the Lord’s purpose 
– bringing us into harmony with 
him and his plans (Rom.8:28). 
the Lord, out of his eternal love, 
teaches us from time to time how 
we should build our lives, families 
and churches as places fit for Him 
to come and live in our midst.  
Victories, happiness and bless-
ings will then surely follow.
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SUPPLEMENTS OF FAITH
Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is the basic requirement for 

Christian life.

for this very reason, make 
every effort to supple-
ment your faith with 

virtue, and virtue with knowl-
edge, and knowledge with self-
control, and self-control with 
steadfastness, and steadfast-
ness with godliness, and godli-
ness with brotherly affection, and 
brotherly affection with love. For 
if these qualities are yours and 
are increasing, they keep you 
from being ineffective or unfruit-
ful in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. for whoever lacks 
these qualities is so nearsighted 
that he is blind, having forgotten 
that he was cleansed from his for-
mer sins. therefore, brothers, be 
all the more diligent to confirm 
your calling and election, for if 
you practise these qualities you 
will never fall” (2Pet.1:5-10).

Faith– A Jewelled Crown
the apostle Peter begins his 

second letter by referring to faith 
as something ‘precious’ (v.1) and 
qualifies his statement in verses 
2-4 by reminding his readers 
that god, through his abundant 
grace, has rewarded their faith by 
giving them everything they need 

J. N. MANOKARAN for life and godliness so that they 
participate in his divine nature. 
having done that, he proceeds to 
explain how they can ‘participate 
in the divine nature’ and exhibit 
the ‘preciousness’ of their faith. 
faith is the basic foundation 
on which the whole edifice of a 
Christian’s spiritual life is built. in 
fact, faith is like a crown decorated 
with seven precious jewels.
1. Virtue 

Virtue (goodness or moral ex-
cellence) is one of the qualities 
of the divine nature, a quality  
which surpasses legalistic con-
duct and outward show of cour-
tesy, which is hypocrisy. the op-
posite of  ‘virtue’  is exemplified 
by the Pharisees who paid tithes 
as required by the Law but ne-
glected justice, mercy and love 
(matt.23:23;Lk.11:42). Someone 
who shows courtesy and respect, 
but secretly harbours resentment 
or hatred, is another example 
of hypocrisy. Being virtuous in 
thought and attitude is a mark of 
a Christian who participates in 
the divine nature. 
2. Knowledge

‘Virtue’ is followed by 
‘knowledge’ – the knowledge of 
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god (v.3). “the fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of knowledge; fools 
despise wisdom and instruction” 
(Pro.1:7). King Solomon asked for 
divine wisdom rather than riches 
or military conquests (1Kgs.3:1-
15). “But the wisdom from above 
is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, open to reason, full of 
mercy and good fruits, impartial 
and sincere” (Jas.3:17). the 
knowledge that originates from 
god is peaceable and gentle. a 
person with divine wisdom is 
humble, willing to learn, serve 
and accept correction.

in contrast, the knowledge that 
this world understands and re-
spects has produced technological 
and scientific wonders as well as 
unethical exploitation of people 
and environment by the educat-
ed rich and powerful who abuse 
their position and power. history 
is proof that worldly knowledge 
and wisdom has not and cannot 
prevent people from acts of dis-
honesty, corruption and violence.
3. Self-control

one who exercises self-control 
disciplines his body, mind and 
spirit against physical abuse 
and sinful thoughts (1Cor.9:27). 
“mind is a monkey,” goes a 
tamil proverb, implying that the 
thoughts of an unsteady man 
jump from one branch to another, 
from godly thoughts to ungodly 
thoughts, like a hopping monkey. 

a self-controlled person knows 
when to apply the brakes and 
avoid falling into the pit of sin.
4. Steadfastness 

Steadfastness is doing the 
right thing even when the 
circumstances are unfavourable 
and hostile. Consistency, integrity 
and reliability are the hallmarks 
of a steadfast person. a steadfast 
parent or teacher is consistent in 
disciplining and guiding children 
under their care.
5. Godliness

godliness is the life-style of 
those who are god-conscious 
all the time and are alert and 
watchful for the Second Coming of 
the Lord Jesus Christ (Lk.12:37). 
moses pleaded with god that 
god’s presence should go with 
him as he went on to lead the 
children of israel (exo.33:15).

godliness dispels consumer-
ism, covetousness and greed. 
“But godliness with content-
ment is great gain” (1tim.6:6). a 
godly person is one who strives, 
depending on the holy Spirit, to 
practise his faith every day.
6. Brotherly Affection

‘Brotherly affection’ denotes 
that all disciples of the Lord Jesus 
Christ belong to one family, the 
family of god. “there is neither 
Jew nor greek, there is neither 
slave nor free, there is no male 
and female, for you are all one 
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in Christ Jesus (gal.3:28). Broth-
erly affection crosses the human 
boundaries of culture, race, caste, 
class, clan, language and nation-
ality. this relationship in Christ 
is more intimate and deeper than 
any other relationship of kinship 
in the world.

the parable of the good Samar-
itan (Lk.10:25-37) demonstrates 
brotherly love which the world 
describes as a human value. the 
good Samaritan was unlike the 
priest and the Levite, for his af-
fection transcended the boundar-
ies of race, language, region, class 
and religion. Christians are called 
to demonstrate such brotherly 
affection. Sadly, this quality is 
missing in churches today. People 
like to celebrate their personal 
relationship with god, ignoring 
the fellow-worshippers. Sacrifi-
cial giving to fellow brethren is a 
mark of Christian maturity.
7. Love

“for god so loved the world, 
that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have 
eternal life” (Jn.3:16). the Lord 
Jesus Christ demonstrated sacri-
ficial, gracious and generous love 
towards the sinners, rebels and 
ungodly (Rom.5:1-5). god expects 
to see the same kind of love in the 
followers of Christ towards their 
fellow-beings. “By this we know 
love, that he laid down his life for 

us; and we ought to lay down our 
lives for the brothers” (1Jn.3:16).

however, in the last days, the 
love of many will grow cold 
(matt.24:12) and they will be 
lovers of self and lovers of money 
(2tim.3:2).

The Challenge 

every disciple of Jesus Christ 
begins his spiritual journey with 
faith. indeed, faith is a gracious 
gift of god to every human being 
who is willing to receive god’s 
revelation of himself through his 
written word (the Bible) and his 
living Word (Jesus Christ). the 
object of faith is the triune god: 
the father, the Son and the holy 
Spirit. it is not possible to please 
god without faith (heb.11:6), and 
anything that does not originate 
with faith is sin (Rom.14:23).

faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is 
the basic requirement for Chris-
tian life. true faith is demon-
strated and expressed through 
moral excellence, knowledge, 
self-control, steadfastness, godli-
ness, brotherly affection and love. 
true faith cannot be latent or hid-
den, but is always revealed and 
displayed in the lifestyle of the 
disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Appeal For Water
Although the rich man was 

in agony in hell, he recognised 
Lazarus and Abraham, being 
conscious and alive. He pleaded 
for just a drop of water to cool 
his tongue. The word of God 
makes it very clear that hell is 
a real place of indescribable 
torment created for the devil and 
his angels; man’s opinion about 
it is irrelevant. However, even if 
it is not God’s will that anyone 
should go to the place of eternal 
torment (Jn.3:16-17), He will 
not prevent those who choose 
to go there by rejecting His free 
offer of redemption from sin 
and its consequence. The gates 
of God’s grace in Christ Jesus 
are still open to anyone in this 
world who will enter in by faith; 
there is no guarantee of another 
moment. 

Intercession For Others
The rich man did not want his 

five brothers to be with him in 
hell; he wanted them in a better 
place. But God was not pleased 
with his good wishes for his 
brothers. Abraham said that 
sending Lazarus for a mission 
trip to earth to warn his brothers 
was not possible. If the people 
would not listen to the Law of 
Moses or the warning of the 
prophets, they would not listen 
even if a person went from the 
dead and spoke to them.

The rich man had a great 
concern for his brothers on earth 
even as he was agonising in hell, 
whereas when he lived in luxury 
and comfort, he ignored his poor 
neighbour. If only he had shown 
the same concern for the beggar 
and the needy around him when 
he had the opportunity to do so! 
He lost the opportunity to help 
and intercede for others.

The Challenge
This prophetic parable of the 

Lord represents two categories 
of people in the world: those 
who are rich in worldly goods 
and those who are poor in spirit 
(Lk.12:21;Matt.5:3-10). The hid-
den prophecy of this parable is 
being fulfilled during the last 
two centuries by those who are 
running after riches, power, in-
fluence and possession, whose 
priorities are anything but God’s 
kingdom and His righteousness 
– loving and serving others. 
When God’s kingdom and His 
righteousness become man’s 
priority, there will be no poor in 
this world! (Read Matt.6:25-33 
and Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-35.) 

It is our ‘heavenly possessions’ 
in this earthly life that ultimately 
matters in eternity.
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ruler of the universe and my 
life. My circumstances, situ-
ations, problems, pressures, 
failures, sicknesses are skil-
fully handled by Him with 
gentle hands to shape me into 
a vessel that will be beautiful 
in His sight. In the Christian 
life, each believer is decorat-
ed with pain, suffering and 
sacrifice. This is how the Di-
vine Potter shapes our lives, 
so that we become spiritu-
ally mature, productive and 
useful in this world, and the 
ultimate product will be like 
His Son (Php.1:6;1Jn.3:2).

6. Deploy 
 The potter makes a variety 

of vessels for different pur-
poses. Large pots to store, 
medium ones for daily use 
in kitchens, small ones for 
the dining tables, and deco-
rative pieces for display in 
the showcase. The Divine 
Potter has a specific purpose 
for the disciples of Christ, 
which He has revealed in 
His word, and that purpose 
is “to do good works.” God 
has created His chosen ves-
sels in Christ Jesus and de-
ployed them in this world 
as His representatives. “For 
we are God’s workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus to do 
good works, which God pre-
pared in advance for us to 
do” (Eph.2:10). 

7. Display 
 Each and every vessel a pot-

ter makes gives him a sense 
of pride. It gives the Di-
vine Potter a sense of pride 
and joy when He sees the 
work of His hands display-
ing His glory. Pots are not 
‘self-made’, as some humans 
boast. We have no reason 
to boast about ourselves. 
The One who created us, re-
deemed us and is now work-
ing on us is alone worthy of 
all praise and glory.

The Challenge
Clay pots and vessels are not 

mass-produced like the cars 
or computers or mobiles in 
a factory. They are carefully 
shaped by the master artisan 
with his skilful and gentle 
hands. We are so privileged to 
have a God who works on us 
individually, with a personal 
touch. The challenge before 
us is to humbly submit to 
Him, the Divine Potter, and 
allow Him to reveal His glory 
through us in this world. What 
a joy to be in His safe, loving 
hands always! 
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GOD’S PERFECT PLAN FOR 
THOSE WHO HAVE FAILED

Whatever your blunders or failures, you can make a new 
beginning with God.

there are many brothers 
and sisters who feel that, 
because they have sinned 

and failed god at some time in 
their past, they cannot fulfil God’s 
perfect plan for their lives now.

Let us look at what the Scriptures 
have to say on this matter, and not 
lean on our own understanding 
or our sense of logic. Notice, first 
of all, how the Bible begins: in 
the beginning god created the 
heavens and the earth (gen.1:1). 
and the heavens and the earth 
must have been perfect when 
god created them, for nothing 
imperfect or incomplete can 
ever come forth from his hand.
But some of the angels whom he 
had created fell away, and this is 
described for us in isaiah 14:11-
15 and ezekiel 28:13-18. it was 
then that the earth came into the 
condition described in genesis 
1:2 – “formless, empty and dark.”

the rest of genesis 1 describes 
how god worked on that 
shapeless, empty, dark mass and 
made something so beautiful out 
of it that he himself declared 

ZAC POONEN it to be “very good” (gen.1:31). 
We read in genesis 1:2,3 that 
the Spirit of god moved over the 
earth, and god spoke his word 
– and this was what made the 
difference. What is the message 
in that for us today?

God’s Promise

No matter how much we may 
have failed or how much we may 
have made a mess of things, god 
can still make something glorious 
out of our lives. god had a perfect 
plan for the heavens and the earth 
when he created them. But this 
plan had to be set aside because of 
Lucifer’s failure. But god remade 
the heavens and the earth and 
still produced something very 
good out of it.

Now consider what happened 
next. god made adam and eve 
and started all over again. god 
must have had a perfect plan for 
them too, which obviously did not 
include their eating of the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil. 
But they did eat of the forbidden 
tree and frustrated god’s original 
plan for them – whatever the plan 
may have been.
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Logic would now tell us that 
they could not fulfil God’s perfect 
plan any longer. yet we see that 
when god came to meet them in 
the garden, he did not tell them 
that they would now have to live 
only on his second best for the 
rest of  their lives. No. he promises 
them in genesis 3:15 that the 
seed of the woman would bruise 
the head of the serpent. that was 
a promise of Christ’s dying for the 
sins of the world and overcoming 
Satan on Calvary.

Now consider this fact and see 
if you can reason it out.

God’s Love

We know that Christ’s death was 
part of god’s perfect plan from 
all eternity. “the Lamb was slain 
from the foundation of the world” 
(Rev.13:8). yet, we also know that 
Christ died only because adam 
and eve sinned and failed god. So, 
logically, we could say that god’s 
perfect plan to send Christ to 
die for the sins of the world was 
fulfilled, not despite, but because 
of adam’s failure! We would not 
have known god’s love shown on 
Calvary’s cross, were it not for 
Adam’s sin. That baffles logic, and 
that is why the Scriptures say that 
we should “not lean on our own 
understanding” (Pro.3:5).

if god worked according to 
mathematical logic, then we 
would have to say that Christ 

coming to the earth was god’s 
second best plan. But it would be 
blasphemous to say so. it was part 
of god’s perfect plan for man. god 
makes no mistakes. But since god 
is almighty as well as sovereign, 
and since he also knows the end 
from the beginning, and since 
he is always silently planning 
for us in love, human reasoning 
fails when we try to explain his 
dealings with us.

god’s ways are not our ways and 
his thoughts not our thoughts. 
The difference between them is 
as great as the distance between 
heaven and earth (isa.55:8,9). So 
it is good for us to set our clever 
reasoning and logic aside when 
trying to understand god’s ways. 
What then is the message that 
god is trying to get through to us 
right from the opening pages of 
the Bible? Just this, that he can 
take a man who has failed and 
make something glorious out of 
him and still make him fulfil God’s 
perfect plan for his life.

that is god’s message to man, 
in the Bible, and we must never 
forget it. god can take a man who 
has failed repeatedly, and still 
make him fulfil His perfect plan – 
not god’s second best, but god’s 
best plan. this is because even 
the failure may have been part of 
god’s perfect plan to teach him a 
few unforgettable lessons. this 
is impossible for human logic to 
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grasp, because we know god so 
very little. it is only broken men 
and women whom god can use.
and one way he breaks us is 
through repeated failures. Part 
of the apostle Peter’s training for 
leadership was failure. the Lord 
used Peter’s failure to break him.

God’s Enabling Grace

one of the biggest problems 
that god has with us is to bless 
us in such a way that the blessing 
does not puff us up with pride. To 
get victory over anger 
and then to be proud 
of it, is to fall into a 
far deeper pit than the 
one we were in! god 
has to keep us humble 
in victory. genuine 
victory over sin is 
always accompanied 
by the deepest humility. 
this is where repeated 
failures have a part to 
play in destroying our 
self-confidence so that we are 
convinced that victory over sin 
is not possible apart from god’s 
enabling grace. then, when we 
do get victory, we can never boast 
about it.

further, when we have failed 
repeatedly ourselves, we can 
never despise another who 
fails. We can sympathise with 
those who fall, because we have 
come to know the weakness of 
our own flesh, through our own 

innumerable falls. We can “deal 
gently with the ignorant and 
misguided, since we ourselves are 
beset with weakness” (heb. 5:2).

hearing such a message, the 
logically minded man can say, 
“then let us sin all the more so 
that good may come!” Romans 
3:7,8 (LB) answers such a man 
with these words, “you say, ‘my 
dishonesty brought god glory by 
pointing up his honesty’. if you 
follow through with that idea, 
you come to this: the worse we 

are, the better god 
likes it! But the dam-
nation of those who 
say such things is just.” 
No, we do not preach 
that we should sin so 
that good may come. 
Neither do we say that 
we can take advan-
tage of god’s grace, 
disobey god deliber-
ately, and still avoid 
reaping what we have 

sown. No. But we do say that hu-
man logic cannot grasp the grace 
of god to fallen men. Nothing is 
impossible for god – not even to 
bring us into his perfect will, af-
ter we have failed miserably and 
repeatedly. only our unbelief can 
hinder him.

Our Response

if you say, “But i have messed 
up things so many times. it is 
impossible for god now to bring 

One of the biggest 
problems that God has 
with us is to bless us 

in such a way that the 
blessing does not puff 
us up with pride. To 

get victory over anger 
and then to be proud 

of it, is to fall into a far 
deeper pit than the one 

we were in!
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me into his perfect plan”, then 
it will be impossible for god,  
because you cannot believe in 
what he can do for you. But Jesus 
said that nothing is impossible 
for god to do for us – if only 
we believe. ”Be it done to you 
according to your faith,” is god’s 
law in all matters (matt. 9:29). 
We will get what we have faith 
for. if we believe that something 
is impossible for god to do for us, 
then it will never be fulfilled in 
our lives.

on the other hand, 
you will discover at 
the judgment seat of 
Christ that another be-
liever who had made a 
greater mess of his life 
than you, nevertheless 
fulfilled God’s perfect 
plan for his life – just because he 
believed that god could pick up 
the broken pieces of his life and 
make something very good out 
of it. What regret there will be in 
that day, when you discover that 
it was not your failures (however 
many they may have been) that 
frustrated god’s plan in your life, 
but your unbelief!

the story of the prodigal son, 
who wasted so many years, 
shows that god gives his best 
even to failures. the father said, 
“Quickly bring out the best robe”, 
for the one who had let him down 
so badly. this is the message of 

the gospel – redemption and a 
new beginning, not just once, but 
again and again, for god never 
gives up on anyone.

Our Reward

the parable of the estate-own-
er who went out hiring labour-
ers (matt.20:1-16) also teaches 
the same thing. People who were 
hired at the eleventh hour were 
the ones to be rewarded first. In 
other words, those who had wast-
ed 90% (11/12th) of their lives, 

doing nothing of eter-
nal value, could still do 
something glorious for 
god with the remain-
ing 10% of their lives. 
this is a tremendous 
encouragement to all 
who have failed.

“the reason the Son of god was 
manifested was to undo (dissolve) 
the works the devil has done (1Jn. 
3:8 Amplified Bible). That means 
that Jesus came to untie all the 
knots in our lives. Picture it like 
this: all of us started at babyhood 
with a nice ball of string. But by 
now that string has been knotted 
up with ten thousand knots, and 
we do not have any hope that we 
can ever untie those knots. We 
are discouraged and depressed 
as we look at our lives. the good 
news of the gospel is that Jesus 
has come to untie every one of 
those knots.

We will get what we 
have faith for. If we 

believe that something is 
impossible for God to do 
for us, then it will never 
be fulfilled in our lives.
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you say, “that is impossible!” 
Well then, it will be done to you 
according to your faith. it will be 
impossible in your case. But i hear 
someone else, whose life is worse 
than yours, saying, “yes, i believe 
that god will do that in me.” to 
him too it will be according to his 
faith. in his life, god’s perfect plan 
will be fulfilled.

Application

god spoke his word to Jeremiah 
through a practical illustration 
(18:6). Jeremiah was asked to go 
to a potter’s house, and there he 
saw the potter trying to make a 
vessel. But the vessel “was spoiled 
in the hand of the potter.” So what 
did the potter do? “he remade it 
into another vessel, as it pleased 
the potter to make.”

“Can i not, o ... deal with you as 
this potter does?” was the Lord’s 
question (v.6). (fill in your name 
in those dotted lines, and that 
would be god’s question to you.)

if there is godly sorrow in your 
life for all your failures, then even 
if your sins are like scarlet or red 
like crimson, not only will your 
heart be made as white as snow, as 
promised under the old covenant 
(isa. 1:18), but god promises even 
more under the new covenant: 
“not even to remember your sins 
any more” (heb.8:12).

Whatever your blunders or 
failures, you can make a new 
beginning with god. and even if 

you have made a thousand new 
beginnings in the past and have 
failed, you can still make the 
1001st new beginning today. god 
can still make something glorious 
out of your life. While there is life, 
there is hope.

So, never fail to trust god. he 
cannot do many mighty works for 
many of his children, not because 
they have failed him in the past, 
but because they will not trust 
him now. Let us then “give glory 
to god by being strong in faith” 
(Rom.4:20), trusting him in the 
days to come for the things which 
we considered impossible up 
until now.

all people – young and old – can 
have hope, no matter how much 
they may have failed in the past, if 
only they will acknowledge their 
failures, be humble and trust god.
thus we can all learn from our 
failures and go on to fulfil God’s 
perfect plan for our lives. and in 
the ages to come, he can show 
us forth to others as examples of 
what he could do with those who 
were total failures. in that day he 
will show what he could do in us, 
through the “surpassing riches of 
his grace in kindness toward us 
in Christ Jesus” (eph.2:7).

Zac Poonen  
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IT’S ELEMENTARY?  
WELL, MOSTLY!

God’s perfect character of holiness required that the price be 
paid for our sins.

Sherlock holmes and Dr. 
John Watson went on a 
camping trip.  after shar-

ing a good meal and a bottle of 
Petrie wine, they retire to their 
tent for the night. 

at about 3 a.m., holmes nudges 
Watson and asks, “Watson, look 
up into the sky and tell me what 
you see?” Watson said, “i see 
millions of stars.” holmes asks, 
“and, what does that tell you?” 
Watson replies, “astronomically, 
it tells me there are millions of 
galaxies and potentially billions of 
planets. astrologically, it tells me 
that Saturn is in Leo. theologically, 
it tells me that god is great and 
we are small and insignificant. 
horologically, it tells me that it’s 
about 3 a.m. meteorologically, 
it tells me that we will have a 
beautiful day tomorrow. What 
does it tell you, holmes?” 

holmes retorts, “Someone stole 
our tent.” 

While it may not have cost 
much for Dr. Watson to miss the 
obvious, it can cost us everything, 

SURESH MANOHARAN if we miss out on basic Christmas-
related facts (some very obvious 
and some less obvious, but 
nevertheless very significant 
ones). 

Charity 

“for god so loved the world, 
that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life” 
(Jn.3:16). 

if Christmas doesn’t remind us 
that God loves us infinitely, we are 
missing out on the obvious. Let’s 
do some quizzing ... tell me the 
opposites of the words love and 
obedience respectively. Well, do 
i hear hatred and disobedience? 
good, you’ve got it right. 

Now consider this Biblical 
portion. “if we love god, we will do 
whatever he tells us to” (2Jn.1:6). 
What would be the opposite of it? 
Simple, elementary. “if we hate 
god, we will disobey him.” What 
adam and eve did when they sank 
their teeth into the forbidden was 
just that. When a man sins, his 
heart is hardened to the point of 
hatred against his Creator and 
eternal Benefactor. 
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We, the descendants of adam 
and eve, ‘genetically’ inherit that 
‘hatred’ for god and his ways. 
all of us are born with the innate 
sense of ‘independence’ from the 
very one who has created us. for 
some, a seasonal affair with God 
may be convenient, but a lifetime 
of continual obedience? it’s scary 
for them. then there are some who 
are indifferent to Him, masking all 
the time their hatred for the one 
they owe their lives to. 

it is precisely into this world of 
proven ‘god-haters’ that god sent 
his Son. While speaking about his 
mission, Jesus used the word ‘sent’ 
or ‘come’ (matt.10:40;Jn.12:27) 
rather than ‘being born’, meaning 
his life did not begin merely on the 
first Christmas, but that He was 
alive from the ‘very beginning’ 
(Jn.1:1;8:58;17:5). that’s why it 
is said in isaiah 9:6 that the Son is 
given rather than being born.

it is so easy to love when there is 
reciprocal response, but while we 
were yet sinners (his enemies) 
Jesus came and died for us 
(Rom.5:10). talk of a hero dying 
for a villain. gospel is the only 
story where a Sherlock holmes 
would die selflessly for a fiendish 
Professor moriarty in order to 
reform the latter! 

Humility/Propitiatory

another truth clear as a crystal is 
this: minus Christ’s immeasurable 

humility, the first Christmas would 
not have come about (Php.2:5-9). 
The first Christmas symbolised 
merely Christ’s first step towards 
the cross. the wages of sin is 
death (Rom.6:23); Jesus paid the 
price on our behalf. god’s perfect 
character of holiness required 
that the price be paid for our sins; 
at the same time, His infinite love 
demanded that man be set free 
from that condemnation. 

Welcome to a true story, which 
in a small way mirrors Christ’s 
eventual propitiatory act of dying 
on the cross after condescending 
to be a mere human. 

Officer Ben Hall of Emmett 
township, michigan, received a 
call to investigate a car in which, 
reportedly, an unsecured child 
was observed. alexis DeLorenzo 
and her daughter were riding in 
this car with a friend. When hall 
pulled them over, things didn’t go 
as expected. When hall walked 
over to the car, he saw that 
DeLorenzo’s 5-year-old daughter 
was wearing a seat belt but was 
not secured in a booster seat. in 
michigan, child safety restraints 
are required for children under 
the age of 7. “When i spoke 
to DeLorenzo, she was very 
forthcoming and knew that the 
child should be in a booster 
seat,” hall said.  he added, “She 
admitted that she was wrong and 
that she had recently fallen on 
hard times.” 
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hall said DeLorenzo told him  
that her car had been repossessed 
that day with her daughter’s 
booster seat in it, and she simply 
couldn’t afford a replacement 
booster seat. instead of writing 
DeLorenzo a ticket, hall decided 
to address the problem with, 
to his mind, a more productive 
solution. “a ticket doesn’t solve 
the situation,” hall told WXmi-
tV. “What solves it is the child 
being in the booster seat like 
she should be.” hall instructed 
DeLorenzo to meet him at the 
local Walmart. there, instead of 
writing her a ticket, he purchased 
a booster seat for her. DeLorenzo 
was overwhelmed by the officer’s 
understanding and compassion. 
hall didn’t seem fazed; he said, 
“it was the easiest 50 bucks i ever 
spent.” DeLorenzo made sure that 
hall’s actions were recognised, 
posting her thanks to the emmett 
township Police Department’s 
website.

Coming back to the spiritual 
realm, let the Scripture take over 
at this stage. for our sake he 
made him to be sin who knew no 
sin, holy right from conception, so 
that in him we might become the 
righteousness of god (2Cor.5:21). 
the Saviour humbled himself, 
condescending to being a human 
baby on the first Christmas in 
order that he pays the ultimate 
price on the cross. 

Poverty 

if at all there was one person 
who could have chosen affluent 
parents to live a life of ease, it 
was Jesus. yet, he chose lowly 
carpenter’s abode to grow up. 
as per the mosaic Law, for a 
mother’s purification ritual, the 
woman in normal circumstances 
was required to present a lamb 
and a turtledove (Lev.12:6), but 
what did mary present? two 
turtledoves (Lk.2:22-24) which 
was a concession, as it were, for 
the poorer women who could not 
afford a lamb.

Well, time for a subject within a 
subject. one can say that the wise 
men bringing gold as one of the 
gifts to the Christ-child did not 
exactly arrive on the Christmas 
day; otherwise Jesus’ parents 
could have easily afforded a 
lamb. in fact, the Christ-child 
was not even in the manger, 
but in a house when they came 
(matt.2:11). 

Coming back to the ‘financial’ 
track, what about our Lord dur-
ing his ministry? enormous 
crowds followed him (matt.4:25). 
Did he greedily and opportunis-
tically fleece the ‘flock’ or feed 
it? Well, the Saviour, who had 
no place to lay down his head 
to sleep (matt.8:20) during the 
time of ministry, owned nothing 
more than one seamless garment 
(Jn.19:23-24) towards the end of 
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his life, to acquire which the Ro-
man soldiers cast lots for. 

many years later, an inspired 
apostle would say, “you know 
how full of love and kindness our 
Lord Jesus was: though he was 
so very rich, yet to help you he 
became so very poor, so that by 
being poor he could make you 
rich (2Cor.8:9).

Perpetuity

finally, what exactly did it 
cost Christ to condescend as 
man? excruciating death on the 
cross? there is something more 
(Psa.119:18). Let me illustrate. 
a father and his son put up a 
beautiful bird sanctuary, housing 
variety of doves spouting feathers 
of various hues. Sadly, one day, 
these doves turn into crows and 
in their new ravenous nature 
start harming and even killing 
one another, oblivious to repeated 
appeals of both the father and the 
son not to do it. 

the father comes up with an 
idea to remedy the situation. 
his son would go among the 
crows as a bird himself, speaking 
their language so that they 
understand him and, hopefully, 
mend their ways. from human 
perspective, would not that be a 
case of lowering oneself by two 
notches (stooping below even the 
mammalian order)? When Christ 
condescended to become man, 

did he not lower himself below 
his own ‘second-ranked’ created 
angels (Psa.8:34-36;heb.2:7) that 
are superior to men but inferior 
to the almighty (Job.15:15)?

once the son made up his mind 
to become ‘a bird’ (Php.2:5-8), 
the father comes up with three 
realities which would come his 
son’s way. the son willingly agrees 
to take them all in his stride.
a) the crows may eventually kill 

him, not giving a hoot to any of 
his pleas to change themselves 
for better; 

b) the father, by giving a kiss of 
life, would bring back the son, 
now confined in the bird’s 
body, to life; 

c) the son in a bird’s body would 
then be elevated, exalted and 
even glorified, but he would 
still remain in a bird’s body; 
worse, he would continue to 
bear the wounds that caused 
his death (Rev.5:6 tLB) 
throughout eternity. his being 
throughout eternity would 
be a far cry from a far better 
state he had possessed before 
incarnation. 

Dear friends, is the enormity 
of Christ’s sacrifice of coming 
down in a mere man’s body and 
being confined in it for eternity 
registering in your minds and 
spirits? his condescension meant 
he would forever remain in the 
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form of man, albeit in a glorified 
body (Rev.1:12-16).

Consider the Scripture portions 
such as Colossians 2:9 and 1 
timothy 2:5 which are in present 
tense, penned after Christ’s 
ascension. 

Let us reflect on the truth that 
Christ’s hands and legs still retain 
the scars we inflicted upon Him 

Suresh Manoharan  
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and respond with a resolution 
of life-long loyalty purely out of 
love for the one who has given 
his all to us.  What a Saviour! 
hallelujah! 

Opportunities: Office Interns
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postgraduates.   
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Protestant parent seeks alliance for her daughter from suitably qualified, well settled 
Christian bachelors. My daughter’s details: 1981 born, 5’2”. Wheatish, good-looking, 
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THE CROSS OF CHRIST 
AND ITS IMPLICATIONS 

FOR A BELIEVER 
Taking up our cross and following Jesus calls for true 

commitment.

Crucifixion was a common 
Roman method of execu-
tion. a skeletal discovery 

made in the 1980s gave a new 
insight into the history of cruci-
fixion. It concludes that crucifix-
ion in antiquity involved death 
by asphyxiation, in which the 
intercostal muscles and the dia-
phragm became progressively 
weakened. the struggle for 
breath became a reflex action 
as one lost both strength and 
weight of the body. 

the Jewish leaders wanted 
Jesus executed on a cross, 
because it was a method of 
death that they believed brought 
a curse from god (Deut.21:23). 
as a result of this, the Jewish 
leaders hoped to persuade the 
people to believe that Jesus was 
cursed and not blessed by god.
the Romans had taken away 
the Jewish right to inflict capital 
punishment; so, in order for 
Jesus to be condemned to death, 

VIVEK A. GUNDIMI he had to be sentenced by a 
Roman leader.

Jesus was forced to carry the 
cross, the tool of his death, which 
later became the symbol of his 
death. the cross is symbolic of 
the fact that Jesus died so that our 
sins can be forgiven.
i. the Protestants display pic-

tures of an empty cross re-
minding that Jesus died and 
returned to life.

ii. the Roman Catholic Church 
displays pictures of Jesus 
still hanging on the cross 
reminding of His suffering for 
our sins. 

1. The Challenge Of The Cross

Christians are commanded to 
live good lives not because of the 
threat of punishment, but because 
of what Jesus Christ has already 
done on their behalf. the cross 
challenges us to live holy and 
effective lives in gratitude. Faith 
without obedience will confuse 
our Christian life.
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the New testament writers 
often linked believers’ under-
standing of the cross and their 
sanctification. they pointed to 
Jesus’ example on the cross and 
demanded a response in terms 
of personal ethics (1Pet.1:17-19; 
2:24; 4:1-3; 1Jn.4:10-11). once 
we understand clearly how much 
Jesus had to suffer to pay the price 
for our sins, we will strive to obey 
him out of gratitude. 
a.	 The	 cross	 crucifies	 the	

world (gal 6:14;5:24). the 
Bible teaches that spiritual 
enrichment and the ability 
to stand for Christ is the first 
blessing the Lord gives his 
children. this is fading away 
from Christian thought and 
lifestyle today.

b. The cross of Christ divides the 
broad way and the narrow 
way. We cannot take the way 
of distraction and the way 
of worldliness, but only the 
way of the kingdom – the way 
of spiritual discipline and 
submission to god.

2. Union With God By The 
Cross

there is no cross that any 
person can bear on earth that 
can bring them to god, except the 
cross of Christ. if we will always 
remember that the cross of Christ 
has done that for everyone, the 
cross will be life and joy to us. 
“For Christ also suffered for sins 

once for all, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, in order to bring us 
to god” (1Pet.3:18). 

it is the cross that unites us 
to god, and makes us one with 
him. everything, then, that is a 
real cross is life to us, because it 
brings us to god and makes our 
fellowship with god meaningful 
and purposeful. 

3. Reconciliation between 
believers (Eph.2:15-16)

By his death, Jesus ended the 
resentment between Jews and 
gentiles, caused by the Jewish 
laws; the Law was favouring 
the Jews and the gentiles were 
unconcerned about the Law. 
Jesus made a single entity out of 
these two opposing groups. he 
fused all believers together to 
become one in himself through 
the cross, making peace between 
communities for centuries, by 
showing that we are all in need 
of a Saviour, because we are all 
sinners.

this newness for a Christian is 
in terms of character above the 
normal human temperament.

the cross of Christ reconciles 
us with one another, despite 
differences of opinion; though 
we may become unfriendly at 
times, we can still live in a state of 
reconciliation.
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4. Taking Our Cross And 
Following Jesus Christ

(matt.10:38, 16:24; mk.8:34; 
Lk.9:23).

in New testament days, a 
criminal carrying his cross was 
implicitly admitting that the 
Roman empire was correct in 
executing its death sentence on 
him. Similarly, the followers of 
Jesus were admitting the right 
of Jesus over their lives. the 
cross is the badge of discipleship 
(Lk.14:27). 

Jesus, while asking us to take 
our cross, was referring to a 
conscious rejection of everything 
that would oppose god’s will in 
our lives. it means to be willing 
to publicly identify with Jesus, 
to experience almost certain 
opposition, suffering or death for 
his sake. 

hence, taking up our cross 
and following Jesus calls for true 
commitment, involves risk of 
death and no turning back. But, 
in so doing, we realise that one 
would find a better life in return 
for having given up his life for 
Jesus Christ (matt.10:39).
5. The Cross Of Christ Divides 

Our Eternal Rewards

the cross of Christ separates 
our heavenly rewards from the 
earthly rewards. the people of 
this world have already earned 

their rewards through unethical 
ways, etc. But those of us who 
carry the cross of Christ cannot 
participate in such immoral 
behaviour.

Christians are called to affirm 
the supremacy of the cross of 
Christ and make it their way of life 
by denying selfish interests and 
following Christ. as our prayer 
aligns us with the will of god, our 
priorities for the values of god’s 
kingdom will reveal our identity 
as a sanctified community in this 
world. it is the cross of Christ that 
enables us to recognise our true 
priorities as eternity lies ahead. 

Round the cross the world’s 
history revolves; on the cross the 
world’s destiny hangs.

Vivek A. Gundimi,  
his wife Esther and 

their son John live in 
Bangalore.

URGENTLy NEEDED
DTP Operator/Designer  

male candidates  
with 5 years  

experience prefered  
Salary Negotiable

apply with CV to: 
Ebenezer Printing House,  
5, hindi Service industries,  

Shivaji Park Sea-face, 
Dadar, mumbai 400028. 

tel.:2446632/3872



Light of Life 42 may 2017

d

Discipling the nations through planting “church planting
churches”

Affiliated to Indian Institute of Inter- Cultural Studies (IIICS) known as (IIM)
Associate member of Asia Theological Association ( ATA)

WHY SHOULD YOU CONSIDER ACPL?
Modular system allows those with jobs and ministry schedules to
study conveniently.

Balanced Composition of Bible, Theology, Mission& Contemporary
Concepts.

Research and Scholarship offers one-on-one guidance and
mentoring for writing scholarly research papers.

Affordable as most of our graduates serve in well-reputed mission
agencies, church denominations and independent churches, teaching
in Bible schools, and do advanced studies abroad.

PROGRAMS OFFERED
M.Th, M.DIV and M.A B.TH and B.MISS
OFFERED AT BANGALORE AND DIMAPUR CENTERS OFFERED ONLY AT BANGALORE CENTER

PROGRAM TRACKS
CHURCH PLANTING, LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT AND

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

For Application and enquiries contact
South India (Bangalore)

Mr. Kumaresan (09980672662)
Kumaresan.bbcm@gmail.com

North East India (Dimapur)Rest of India & Overseas
Mrs. GhusheliAyemi (09436074811)               Mrs.Priya (09035225671)
Ghusheli.bbcm@gmail.com priya.bbcm@gmail.com



Light of Life 43 may 2017

THE DISCIPLE AND  
ADVERSITY

As long as we are on this side of heaven, we will never be 
without suffering.

adversity – trials, testing, 
problems. Call it by any 
name; it is something 

we do not like. to go through 
a period of adversity is never 
a pleasant experience, and we 
would do everything in our power 
to avoid it. however hard we may 
try, we cannot avoid it. a major 
part of life is spent either in trying 
to avoid adversity or experiencing 
it. oliver Wendell holmes said, “i 
don’t embrace trouble… But i do 
say, meet it as a friend. for you’ll 
see a lot of it, and you had better 
be on speaking terms with it.”

Sources Of Adversity

Basically, there are three main 
sources of adversity. one, our 
own evil desires and sinful ways. 
James says, “each one is tempted 
when, by his own evil desire, he 
is dragged away and enticed” 
(1:14). Khalil gibran said, “much 
of your pain is self-chosen” (the 
Prophet, 1923). Second, the 
source of our adversity can be 
Satan. Satan is designated as 
“tempter” (matt.4:3; 1thess.3:5; 
cf. 1Cor.7:5). 

IMANUEL G. CHRISTIAN the focus of this article is the 
third source of adversity: god 
himself. the greek and hebrew 
words for trial can be translated 
both in a negative sense – temp-
tation from Satan, or in a positive 
sense – testing by god. god does 
not tempt anyone (Jas.1:13); 
he tests, as he did abraham 
(heb.1:17) and Job. “When he 
has tested me, i will come forth 
as gold” (Job 23:10). 

We will deal with two points.
1. Why does god allow adversity, 
trials and testing in our lives? 
2. how should we respond to 
it? Since god is sovereign, he 
can prevent adversity, and so, 
when we go through a difficult 
situation, we need to believe that 
god allows it for a purpose. as 
Jesus said, even a sparrow does 
not fall to the ground apart from 
god’s will (matt.10:20). Sparrows 
do fall, and adversity and trials do 
come, but not without god’s will, 
plan and purpose.

Purpose Of Adversity

god basically has three purpos-
es in allowing adversity or trial in 
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a believer’s life: reproving, prov-
ing/approving, and improving. 
most of the trials the israelites 
experienced during their wilder-
ness journey were for their re-
proof for not wholeheartedly fol-
lowing god. it was a time of god’s 
testing so that their basic attitude 
of rebellion could be exposed 
(Deut.8:2-3,16). the writer of 
hebrews mentions discipline in 
the context of god’s rebuke or re-
proof. “…do not lose heart when 
he rebukes you, because the Lord 
disciplines those he loves and 
punishes everyone he accepts as 
a son. endure hardship as disci-
pline” (12:5-7).

Secondly, god allows testing or 
adversity to approve or prove his 
servant. Job’s testing was for this 
purpose. god wanted to approve 
Job’s character and integrity to 
prove before Satan where Job’s 
heart was set. having no known 
sin in his life, Job accepted this 
purpose of god in allowing the 
adversity. he says, “But he knows 
the way that i take; when he has 
tested me, i will come forth as 
gold” (23:10).

god’s third and most basic 
purpose in allowing adversity in 
a believer’s life is to improve him, 
to build up his character. as James 
writes, testing of a believer’s 
faith produces perseverance and 
ultimately a mature and complete 
person who does not lack any 

good thing (1:1-4). “Smooth seas 
do not make skillful sailors” (an 
african proverb).

Our Response To Adversity

Now, let us think about how 
to respond to an adversity that 
god allows for a good reason. 
the desired response, as stated 
in the word of god, is to rejoice. 
“Consider it pure joy, my brothers, 
whenever you face trials of many 
kinds” (Jas.1:2). Paul said, “We are 
sorrowful, yet always rejoicing” 
(2Cor.6:10). Paul was in the 
Roman prison when he wrote, 
“Rejoice in the Lord always. i will 
say it again: rejoice!” (Php.4:4). 
the Bible does not tell us to rejoice 
in, or look for, suffering. The 
rejoicing is not in suffering, but 
for the outcome of the suffering. 
Usually, this rejoicing comes after 
the suffering has become a thing 
of the past and we look back 
and see how god used it for our 
spiritual benefit and blessing. But 
this is what also gives us strength 
to stand up to the adversity 
and rejoice – the knowledge 
that god will accomplish his 
good purpose through it. “our 
light and momentary troubles 
are achieving for us an eternal 
glory that outweighs them all” 
(2Cor.6:17).

the Bible tells us to expect 
adversity, get used to it, and, when 
we face it, think of it as a normal 
process of life. as long as we are on 
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this side of heaven, we will never 
be without suffering. So, “Dear 
friends, do not be surprised at the 
painful trial you are suffering as 
though something strange were 
happening to you” (1Pet.4:12). 

it is okay to cry out to god in 
agony. it is okay to pray desper-
ately to god for the removal of 
the troubling situation. David of-
ten did, and even the Lord cried 
in a loud voice from the cross 
(Psa.22:1; matt.27:46; mk.15:34). 
Job repeatedly cried out to god 
(6:2; 23:2-5, 8-9; 30:20-21). But 
their cry was without murmuring 
and complaining. an unknown 
author has said, “We have no 
right to ask when sorrow comes, 
‘Why did this happen to me?’, un-
less we ask the same question for 
every moment of happiness that 
comes our way.”

We need not question god’s 
love just because we do not and 
cannot understand the reason 
behind everything that he does 
(Job 36:26; 37:5,23; Psa.131:1; 
eccl.8:16-17). But we do need 
to believe that god is good 
and whatever he does is good 
(Psa.119:67,68). Some of the 
strongest statements of faith have 
come from the deepest darkness. 
For example, a graffiti found on a 
concentration camp wall said, “i 
believe in the sun, even when it is 
not shining; i believe in love, even 
when i feel it not; i believe in god, 
even when he is silent.” Job said, 

“i know that my Redeemer lives, 
and that in the end he will stand 
upon the earth… i will see god, i 
myself will see him” (19:25-27). 
Job did not try to hide his despair 
and anguish, but the trials did not 
crush his confidence in God, nor 
did he give up his hope. “though 
he slay me, yet will i hope in him” 
(13:15).

finally, allow god’s people 
to stand with you in your trial. 
misery loves company, but it 
certainly shies away from a 
company of god’s faithful people 
who comfort us, encourage us, 
and strengthen us. Kalidas, a 
Sanskrit poet, wrote, “Joy when 
shared is increased; but sorrow 
when shared is decreased.” it is 
because of god’s grace to us that 
he has designed it that way. 

“therefore we do not lose 
heart. though outwardly we are 
wasting away, yet inwardly we 
are renewed day by day. for our 
light and momentary troubles 
are achieving for us an eternal 
glory that outweighs them all. 
So we fix our eyes not on what 
is seen, but on what is unseen. 
for what is seen is temporary, 
but what is unseen is eternal”  
(2Cor.4:16-18). 

Imanuel G. Christian  
lives in the U.S. and is 
involved in writing a 

commentary on the Book 
of Romans.
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THE WAY OF JESUS
Can what Jesus taught so long ago be of any relevance today?

about 2000 years ago 
there lived a man, who 
“went around doing 

good” (acts 10:18), and was 
crucified for doing good. His 
name was Jesus. he said that he 
had come from god, and was 
god’s Son. he said, “i am the Way, 
the truth and the Life: no one 
comes to the father [god] except 
through me” (Jn.14:6).

What was the way of Jesus? 
Can what he taught so long ago 
be of any relevance today? is 
it practicable for life in today’s 
world?

Probably the Lord Jesus is 
known most for his teaching 
about loving those who try to 
hurt us. here is what he said, “you 
have heard it said, ‘eye for an eye, 
and tooth for tooth.’ But i tell you, 
Do not resist an evil person. if 
someone strikes you on the right 
cheek, turn to him the other also…
you have heard it said, ‘Love your 
neighbour, and hate your enemy.’ 
But i tell you, Love your enemies 
and pray for those who persecute 
you, that you may be the children 
of your father in heaven. he 
causes his sun to rise on the evil 
and the good, and send rain on the 

KURUVILLA CHANDY righteous and the unrighteous. 
if you love those who love you, 
what reward will you get? are not 
even the wicked doing that? and 
if you greet only your brothers, 
what are you doing more than 
others? Do not even pagans do 
that? Be perfect, therefore, as 
your heavenly father is perfect” 
(matt. 5:38-39, 43-48).

Two Modern Followers

over seventy years ago, gandhi 
challenged an empire by adopting 
the path of non-resistance. he 
was a self-confessed follower of 
this way shown by the Lord Jesus. 
he succeeded because he aroused 
the conscience of a nation and 
shamed them for claiming to 
be a Christian nation, without 
following the teachings of Christ.

a couple of decades later, an-
other man in another country de-
cided to use the same approach 
to end the racism that divided 
his nation. martin Luther King re-
nounced militancy, and embraced 
non-resistance as the way to con-
front the injustice of devaluing 
human beings on the basis of skin 
colour.

in both cases, though the non-
resistance was met with increased 
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opposition and resistance, it was 
non-resistance that finally won.

Way Of Violence

When people resist, they only 
react to someone else’s initiative 
and action. thus their response 
is controlled by the person who 
initiates the action. others are 
able to get a rise out of them. 
others are in control and have 
successfully manipulated them.

india is the land where the 
first modern experiment in 
non-resistance was conducted 
after Christ taught it. Sadly, in 
india today no one 
is willing to carry on 
this experiment. Now 
there are only power 
plays.

When we look at 
the earthly life of the 
Lord Jesus, we see 
that he totally refused the way 
of violence. as god almighty, he 
had the power to destroy evil. 
instead, he chose the way of 
non-resistance. to have power 
and not use or abuse it, is true 
power, for it is power under 
control. the trouble with most 
people in power is that their 
power has “gone to their head”. 
their power controls them. Such 
power is power out of control 
and it is always abusive. this can 
happen even in the context of 
the church. Bishops or general 

superintendents can abuse the 
power of transfer just as much as 
politicians. one bishop recently 
said, “if i cannot transfer people, 
then what is the use of my being a 
bishop?” What a negative view of 
his role in life and work! he had 
nothing constructive to do, and 
all he could think of doing was 
interfere with work. that is just 
one example of what happens in 
the world of position and power. 

The Kingdom Of Jesus

into such a world the Lord Jesus 
came, saying, “my kingdom is not 

of this world. if it were, 
my servants would 
fight” (Jn.18:36). to 
people who want 
the world to be run 
by the old rules of 
violence, the way 
of the non-resister 

is always threatening. and so, 
Jesus was railroaded through 
the court without a fair trial, and 
the governor, who could have 
given him justice, abdicated his 
responsibility, because he was 
more interested in protecting his 
power, by taking the side of power 
brokers. for the Lord Jesus, his 
death, however, was according 
to his plan for the salvation of 
humankind. only by giving up 
power and showing the new way 
of serving and sacrificing could 
he change the world. he said, 
“the Son of man has not come to 

To people who want 
the world to be run 
by the old rules of 
violence, the way 

of the non-resister is 
always threatening. 
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be served, but to serve and to give 
his life as a ransom for many” 
(mk.10:45).

When the Lord Jesus laid down 
his life, it was thus not a defeat 
of his goodness. he was still in 
control. he said, “the reason 
my father loves me is that i lay 
down my life – only to take it 
up again. No one takes it from 
me, but i lay it down on my own 
accord. i have authority to lay it 
down and authority to take it up 
again. this command i 
have received from my 
father” (Jn.10:17-18).

The Triumph Of 
Jesus

easter Sunday cel-
ebrates that historical 
fact. Jesus came back 
to life again and tri-
umphed over all the 
powers.

in any battle, the 
way to finish the 
war is to capture or 
kill the leader. on that long ago 
good friday, the Lord Jesus was 
crucified and the world thought 
that that was the end of his life, 
work and teaching. his disciples 
were totally discouraged and 
went into hiding for fear of their 
lives. 

Look at the history of any move-
ment. given the same kind of cir-
cumstances, the leader dead, and 

the followers bereft of courage, 
it would be a definite candidate 
for the graveyard of movements. 
instead, on the third day, a band 
of discouraged men and women 
went around telling everyone 
that their master had come back 
to life. Suddenly cowardice was 
replaced with courage. their cir-
cumstances had not changed. 
they were still a very small and 
insignificant band of people as far 
as numbers went. the world was 
still a hostile place and violently 

opposed to them. the 
only explanation is 
the one given by them. 
they had had an elec-
trifying experience. 
they had seen Jesus 
alive again. they had 
heard his voice again. 
they knew then that 
no power on earth 
could defeat them.

Finishing The 
Enemy

two thousand years 
later, gandhiji attempted his 
experiment in non-resistance. 
if he had not tried it, we would 
have still not been independent. 
once india gained independence, 
the empire began to collapse and 
winds of freedom began to blow 
all over the world. 

imagine what could happen 
again, if only the people would 

Today, the enemy is 
within. There is no 
greater enemy than 
those who destroy 

the soul of a nation. 
India was born without 
bloodshed. That was 
the character of the 
soul of India. When 
we leave the way of 
non-resistance, it is 
soul suicide that we 

commit. 
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return to the tried and proved 
way of non-resistance. We would 
not be such a strife-torn nation. 
there would be peace within 
our borders. the Lord Jesus 
said, “a kingdom that is divided 
against itself will be ruined and 
every city or household divided 
against itself will not stand” 
(matt.12:25). today, the enemy 
is within. there is no greater 
enemy than those who destroy 
the soul of a nation. india was 
born without bloodshed. that 
was the character of the soul of 
india. When we leave the way of 

non-resistance, it is soul suicide 
that we commit. 

Listen again to the words of 
the Risen Saviour Jesus: “Do not 
resist an evil person… turn the 
other cheek… Love the enemy…
pray for those who would harm 
you.” you see the best way to 
finish an enemy is to make him a 
friend. that’s the way of Jesus. 

Light of Life
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As we at Light of Life seek to fulfil this ministry for the edification  
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miraculous gifts may not be 
present in a church. In such 
a situation, James said that 
anyone who is sick is to ask the 
elders of the church to anoint 
him or her and pray for healing, 
and the promise of God is that 
healing will come in answer to 
the prayer of faith (5:13-15). We 
need to have more faith about 
this promise and put it into 
practice among us.

We are indeed living in better 
days. If we were living in the 
time when Jesus was on the 
earth, we would have found 
Jesus “sent only to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel” 
(Matt.15:24). Or, like Martha and 

Mary discovered that just when 
someone was sick unto death, 
Jesus was not there (Jn.11:1-
44). We have the Holy Spirit in 
us and the Holy Spirit is more 
powerful than the spirits that 
inhabit the world (1Jn.4:4). The 
Holy Spirit will empower us 
to glorify Jesus, but we need to 
stop treating Him like a ghost. 
We have to stop ignoring Him. 
We need to let Him have His 
way with us in our lives and in 
our churches. 

Kuruvilla Chandy 
is Pastor of the Grace Bible 

Church, Lucknow.
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THOUGHTS I FOUGHT 
AND SOUGHT

We sometimes build a prison around ourselves through  
our thoughts.

all of us fight with our 
thoughts almost daily. i 
have sought to focus my 

thoughts on the Lord, heavenly 
thoughts. thoughts often 
prevent you from experiencing 
the moment. a thought is an 
expression of the memory; since 
memory has to do with the past, 
it pulls you backwards and not 
towards the present moment. 
Life is meeting with the moment 
while, through thoughts, one 
meets life with the past. So, how 
do we control these thoughts and 
live in the present, and as the 
Lord has told us, be glad today 
(Psa.118:24)?

an author writes,
Watch your thoughts; 

they lead to attitudes.
Watch your attitudes; 

they lead to words.
Watch your words; 

they lead to actions.
Watch your actions; 

they lead to habits.

SAMIP BARUAH Watch your habits; 
they form your character.

Watch your character; 
it determines your destiny.

i have faced enough and more 
challenges in controlling my 
thoughts, and hence i can say that 
i fought my thoughts through 
the help of the holy Spirit. god’s 
word taught me three important 
lessons which i want to share.

God gives us authority over 
our thoughts. 

We sometimes build a prison 
around ourselves through our 
thoughts. When we identify our-
selves with our thoughts about 
the past, we get identified with 
the past; we live in the past. in 2 
Corinthians 10:5 we read about 
taking our thoughts captive, 
“Casting down arguments and 
every high thing that exalts itself 
against the knowledge of god, 
bringing every thought into cap-
tivity to the obedience of Christ.” 
in 1 Corinthians 2:16 we read 
that we should have the mind 
of Christ. When we worship and 
pray in spirit and in truth, we will 
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be mindful of the words we sing 
and the words of our prayer or 
the prayer of the worship leader. 
that is what is called ‘taking our 
thoughts captive’ through Christ. 
there are some whose mind 
‘floats in the air’ and some go 
off to sleep when someone is 
praying. this is my problem too, 
and that is why i said, “i fought 
against thought.” i have prayed 
to the Lord and sought the help 
of the holy Spirit to be alert and 
aware so that i am caught in the 
thoughts of the prayer of the pray-
ing person and also sing truly to 
my Saviour when i sing a worship 
song.

God tells us to cultivate good 
thoughts.

our mind is like a garden. if we 
plant good thoughts, good things 
will come out of us. that is what 
i mean when i say ‘being caught 
in thought’. Jesus said in Luke 
6:45, “the good man brings good 
things out of the good stored up 
in his heart, and the evil man 
brings evil things out of the evil 
stored up in his heart. for out 
of the overflow of his heart his 
mouth speaks.” We need to focus 
on what is noble in god’s sight.  
“finally, brothers, whatever is 
true, whatever is noble, what-
ever is right, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is 
admirable – if anything is ex-
cellent or praiseworthy – think 

about such things” (Php.4:8). 
We can change our lives by 
changing our thinking – either 
for good or for bad. 

if we harbour and dwell on 
negative thoughts, we will act 
in negative ways. on the other 
hand, if we harbour and dwell 
on positive thoughts, we will act 
in positive ways. What we think 
about comes about. 

God tells us to discard 
thoughts about tomorrow.

it is an unhealthy practice 
to think about, and attempt to 
predict, our future, because it 
often leads to anxiety and stress. 
god wants us to be thankful in 
all circumstances and leave the 
future to him. Jesus said, “Do 
not worry about tomorrow for 
tomorrow will worry about 
itself” (matt.6:34). yes, worry is a 
sin. Jesus said, “i will never leave 
you nor forsake you.” We can live 
on that assurance, whatever the 
situation.

in conclusion, let us remember 
that even in our thoughts we 
need to exalt the Lord. We need to 
confess and repent of our sinful 
thoughts before they become 
words and action. the Lord Jesus 
said, “you have heard that it was 
said, ‘Do not commit adultery.’ But 
i tell you that anyone who looks 
at a woman lustfully has already 
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committed adultery with her in 
his heart” (matt.5:27-28). 

yes, we need to remem-
ber the above three lessons: 
a) take authority over our 
thoughts through the holy Spirit.  
b) Cultivate noble thoughts.  
c) Discard thoughts of tomorrow 
and depend on the Lord for ev-
erything. 

may god help each one of us to 
lead a victorious life – in thought, 
word and deed.

Samip Baruah  
is Manager, International 

Sales & Marketing (Education 
Stationery Product Business), 

ITC Limited, Chennai.
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Degree   Requirement Duration Medium 
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m.Div.  any bachelor 

degree
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B.th. X 4 years english/hindi/
marathi

Diploma 
Course      

X/Xii 2 years english/hindi/
marathi

Certificate 
Course   

X attempted 1 year english/hindi/
marathi

Special Features  
 Qualified faculty <> Well furnished Library <> Field Exposure and 

Practical Training <> Large Campus with adequate infrastructural facilities 
<> M. Div and B.Th. courses are also offered through extension <> Partial 

Scholarships for deserving candidates.

Academic Year begins in June. Admission Started  
For Application, Prospectus and details, write to the Registrar,  

with MO for Rs. 100/-.   
Contact No: 9822924564, 8408812162

Missionary Children Education
Students will be admitted in Minerva Stewart Home (Boarding school/

Hostel) from Nursery to Tenth. Scholarship will be provided for the deserving 
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WHY AM I HERE?
Our purpose here on earth is to live for God.

Somewhere, sometime 
in their lifespan people 
may ask this question, 

more so when they struggle to 
come to terms with failure, make 
mistakes, face overwhelming   
circumstances and situations, go 
through sickness and loneliness, 
etc. as children of god, our 
purpose here on earth is to live 
for god, the one who has created 
us. god so loved us that he gave 
his precious Son to die on the 
cross to redeem you and me. 
as his redeemed people, god 
has entrusted each of us with 
responsibilities. Let us find out 
three important reasons for our 
existence on earth from the lives 
and testimonies of women of the 
New testament.

Serve (Lk.8:3)

mary magdelene, Joanna, 
Susanna and many other women 
were helping to support Jesus 
and his disciples out of their 
own means. Usually, when 
wealth increases, man becomes 
self-centred. But we see these 
wealthy women serving the Lord 
Jesus Christ in whatever way they 
could. Since god has blessed us in 
the heavenly realms with every 

JASMINE JOHNSON spiritual blessing in Christ, it is 
not only our ‘duty’ to serve him, 
but a pleasure and an honour as 
well. When Jesus Christ was on 
this earth, he went around doing 
good (acts 10:38). Paul also says 
that we should not become weary 
in doing good.

But the first and foremost 
qualification to serve is humility. 
in mark 9:35 Jesus says, “if anyone 
wants to be first, he must be the 
very last, and the servant of all.” 
Jesus Christ, who washed and 
wiped the feet of the disciples, 
is our perfect role model. Being 
found in appearance as a man 
he humbled himself and became 
obedient to death (Php.2:8). 
The Lord, who gives grace to the 
humble, will shower His grace on 
us to serve Him with humility.

Secondly, unless we have the 
love of god in us, we cannot serve 
him. these biblical women, having 
first experienced the love of Jesus, 
expressed their love and gratitude 
for Him through sacrificial service. 
Paul said that it was Christ’s love 
that compelled him to share 
the good news of his kingdom 
(2Cor.5:14). this amazing love, 
shown on the cross of Calvary, 
inspired him to declare, “i have 
been crucified with Christ, and I no 
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longer live, but Christ lives in me,” 
and to write the ‘love chapter’ of 1 
Corinthians 13. those who belong 
to Christ Jesus have crucified the 
sinful nature with its passions and 
desires. how about us? Let the 
love of god be manifested in and 
through our lives, so that we may 
become a channel of his blessing 
wherever we are.

Let us serve Him with humility 
and love.

Follow (Lk.23:27)

a large number of people, 
including women, followed Jesus. 
Some women were following 
Jesus when he was carrying 
the cross to golgotha. they did 
not hide in fear, but followed 
him boldly right up to golgotha, 
leaving their families behind. 
following Jesus can cost us 
our very life. Unless we deny 
ourselves and carry our cross, we 
cannot follow Jesus (matt.10:37-
39). Denying ourselves needs a 
total surrender to the will of the 
heavenly father. in the midst of 
his busy schedule, the Lord set 
aside time to commune with his 
father, so that he could follow 
the will and purpose for which 
he was sent. Unless we have a 
personal relationship with god in 
Christ, we cannot follow him till 
the end. He who stands firm till 
the end will be saved. the world 
and its trends often side-track and 
distract us from following Jesus. 

Let us not look back and become 
a ‘pillar of salt’ like Lot’s wife. Let 
us deny ourselves, keeping the 
cross before us, and follow Jesus 
faithfully till the end.

following Jesus also needs obe-
dience to his call. When Jesus 
called the disciples, they immedi-
ately left everything and followed 
him, without even thinking about 
their livelihood. except Judas, 
all of them ended as martyrs for 
god. 

the Lord has called you and me 
by name and has chosen us before 
the foundation of this earth. 
isn’t it our prime duty to follow 
the Shepherd and master of our 
lives? are we ready to follow him 
in spite of the odd and difficult 
circumstances we often go 
through? When Peter asked Jesus 
what would be there for them who 
had left everything for him, Jesus 
answered him, “i tell you the truth, 
at the renewal of all things, when 
the Son of man sits on his glorious 
throne, you who have followed 
me will also sit on twelve thrones 
judging the twelve tribes of israel. 
and everyone who has left houses 
or brothers or sisters or father or 
mother or children or fields for My 
sake will receive a hundred times 
as much and will inherit eternal 
life” (Matt.19:28 ff).

Let us follow Him, denying 
ourselves and carrying our crosses 
with obedience till the end.
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Worship (Matt. 28:9b)

the women, who came to the 
tomb where Jesus was laid, heard 
the news of Jesus’ resurrection 
through an angel. immediately 
they ran to inform the disciples. 
Jesus himself met them on the 
way and greeted them. these 
women came to him, clasped 
his feet and worshipped him.
they surrendered themselves, 
acknowledging the rule and lord-
ship of Jesus Christ in their lives.

Worship is to honour with ex-
travagant love and extreme sub-
mission (Webster’s Dictionary 
1828). Commitment and conse-
cration of a person leads him to 
worship god in spirit and truth.
if we truly worship god, we will 
give him the topmost priority in 
our lives. We will acknowledge 
him as the King of kings and the 
Lord of lords, surrendering our-
selves to his rule and authority. 

“go to church once a week, and 
nobody pays attention. Worship 
god seven days in a week, and 
become strange” (a.W. tozer). 
We are called to be different. 
Commitment and consecration 
to the Lord makes us realise who 
we are and what He is to us. Let 
us worship him in the beauty of 
his holiness. this is what Paul, 
in Romans 12:1, says, “therefore 
i urge you brothers, in view 
of God’s mercy, to offer your 
bodies as living sacrifices, holy 

and pleasing to god. this is your 
spiritual act of worship.” have we 
committed and consecrated our 
lives to god? how is our worship? 
“the people i made especially for 
myself, a people custom-made 
to praise me” (isa.43:21 the 
message).

Let us worship Him in truth and 
in spirit with commitment and 
consecration.

We are called to be the light of 
the world and salt of the earth. 
he has called us out of darkness 
into his wonderful light to arise 
and live for his glory. So let us 
fervently serve Him with humility 
and love, follow Him with self-
denial and obedience, and worship 
Him with total commitment and 
consecration.
Consecrate me now to Thy service, 
Lord, By the power of grace divine. 
Let my soul look up with a 
steadfast hope,  
And my will be lost in Thine.
Ch: Draw me nearer, nearer 
blessed Lord,  
To the cross where Thou hast died.
Draw me nearer, nearer, nearer 
blessed Lord,   
To Thy precious bleeding side.

- Fanny J. Crosby

Jasmine Johnson  
helps her husband in his 
pastoral ministry and is 

active in women and youth 
ministry.
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THE SPINELESS JUDGE
(a triolet based on matthew 27:22)

“What shall I do, then,  
with Jesus called the Christ?” 
Asked the judge, convinced  
with His innocence. 
“Crucify Him, crucify Him,”  
the crowd emotionally burst.

“What shall I do, then,  
with Jesus called the Christ?” 
Repeated the judge,  
knowing their prejudice and mistrust, 
He finally condemned Jesus to death,  
failing to bring in sense.

“What shall I do, then,  
with Jesus called the Christ?” 
This question, even today,  
challenges mankind.  
What is your response?

Felix Fernandes 
 is the pastor of the New 
Life Church, Mira Road, 

Mumbai.
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the Book of Nehemiah. New international  
Version (iBS) or Zondervan

J. FREDRIC DAWSON

Crossword 38 

Clues Across

1. “they replied, “Let us start ……………….” 
(ch.        v.       ) 

6. Son of this man hananiah did the work 
of rebuilding the walls between the east 
gate and the inspection gate. (ch.    v.       )

8. the people assumed responsibility to give 
one third of shekel every year for service 
of the temple and for the bread ……. out 
on the table and other regular offerings. 
(ch.      v.      &         )

9. hanani and other …… who came from 
Judah told Nehemiah about the condition 
of Jerusalem. (ch.      v.       )    

12. the father-in-law of tobiah, one of the 
enemies of Nehemiah. (ch.        v.      &      )

13. the sons of hassenaah laid the ….. of 
the fish gate. (word used in singular)  
(ch.      v.      )

14. “here i learned about the evil thing 
eliashib had done in providing tobiah a 
……. in the courts of the house of god.” 
(ch.         v.       )

16. “Then I said to the nobles, the officials 
and the rest of the people, ‘the work is 

Answers received after 5th June 2017 will not be considered.

Send in your answers with Bible references by e-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, 
to reach Light of Life, Post Box 4576, 21-ymCa Road, mumbai Central, mumbai 400008, not 
later than June 5, 2017. Please indicate your name, address and Light of Life Subscription 
Number while sending the answers. 

1 2 3 4
5

6 7

8 9
10 11

12

13 14 15

16

………… and spread out, and we are widely 
separated from each other along the 
wall.’”. (ch.      v.      )

Clues Down

1. all the Levites and singers …………… 
for the services in the temple had 
gone back to their own fields, as 
they were not given their portion.  
(ch.        v.      )

2. “So they were living all the way from 
………………. to the valley of hinnom.”  
( ch.        v.        )

3. “then all the people went away to 
eat and to ……. to send portions of 
food and to celebrate with great joy.”  
(ch.       v.        )

4. this man was one among the captives who 
returned to Jerusalem and Judah, each to 
his own town under the leadership of 
Zerubbabel and Jeshua. (ch.    v.      &        )

5. “i told them, “you are exacting 
usury from your own ……………..!”  
(ch.       v.        )

7. “But see, we are slaves today, slaves 
in the land you gave our fore-fathers 
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so that they could …… its fruit 
and the other things it produces.”   
(ch.       v.        )   

10. “the family heads among the 
descendants of Levi up to the time 
of Johanan son of eliashib were 
recorded in the book of the …………..”  

( ch.        v.         )
11.  Nehemiah beat and pulled the …. of those 

who had married foreign women. (ch.        
v.        )

15. “there were no mounts with me except 
the …… i was riding on.” (ch.        v.        )  

Answers to Crossword-36 (2Kings ch.15 to 25 & 2Chro. ch.26 to 36)
Clues across: Clues down:

1. Sennacherib (2Kgs.18:13) 1. secretaries (2Chro.34:13)
6. commander (2Kgs.25:8) 2. number (2Chro. 29:32)
7. eden (2Kgs.19:12) 3. ahaz (2Kgs.16:11)
8. Jeiel (2Chro.35:9) 4. eleven (2Kgs.23:36 )
10. ate (2Kgs.25:29) 5. Babylonians (2Kgs.25:13)
11. ten (2Kgs.15:17) 9. be (2Kgs.17:37)
13. important (2Kgs.25:9 ) 10. alone (2Kgs.19:15)
15. supervisors (2Chro.34:17) 12. Wadi (2Kgs.24:7)

14. two (2Kgs.17:16)
All correct

John S. andrews, Sangli, mah.
K.a.m. Vedakumari, eluru, aP.
Viola Kumar, Secunderabad, telan.
arun J. Samuel, mumbai, mah.
a.Sunderraj, ambernath (e), mah.
thomas J. Poopally, mumbai, mah.
monica Divakar, Solapur, mah.
Daisy frank, fatehgunj, guj.
a.t. Lethil, New Delhi.
Daniel S. Sorna, mumbai, mah.
greta amanna, Nalla Sopara, mah.

a.thomas, mumbai, mah.
Suresh K. Silas, yadgiri, Kar.
Lesley J. Birnur, hubballi, Kar.
Rita hukkeri, mangalore, Kar.
m. edwin, Coimbatore, tN.
K. gnana Prakasham, Khammam, telan.
Dolly S. Roy, Vadodara, guj.
Jayakumar U., Secunderabad, telan.
margaret John, mira Rd. (e), mah.
Licy oommachan, Bhopal, mP.

D.alexander, mumbai, mah. (Clues across-6 
commander 2Kgs.25:8)
Christy inbaraj, Chennai, tN. (Clues Down-5 
Babylonians 2Kgs.25:13)

Damara Samadanam, hyderabad, telan. 
(Clues Down-2 number 2Chro.29:32)
Vatsala J. Kotian, mumbai, mah. (Clues 
across-15 supervisors 2Chro.34:17)
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WHY IS IT DAnGEROUS TO COnSULT  
ASTROLOGERS?

Astrology is the study of celestial influences on human lives for the 
purpose of fortune telling. this practice is clearly condemned and 
prohibited in the Bible (Deut.18:10-14). astrologers will be burned 
down in the judgment of god (isa.47:13-14). Stars and other celestial 
bodies are meant to be signs of the seasons. they are not meant to 
rule over the destiny of the people. astrologers ascribe undue power 
and significance to these mere creations of God. God has not entrusted 
the salvation and future of humanity to the predictions based on the 
positions of the stars. Consulting astrologers, therefore, is idolatrous, 
sinful and destructive.

Shivraj K. Mahendra, Dehra Dun.

those who are strong in the Christian faith will never consult an 
astrologer. in our day-to-day life many things happen to us against 
our wish or desire; but our creator god knew us and all our days of 
earthly sojourn much before we were born (139:1-3). god is aware of 
our going, coming, longings, etc. Nothing happens to us without his 
knowledge. his knowledge is beyond human thinking. god causes all 
things to work together for good to those who love him (Rom.8:28). 
our steps are ordered by the Lord. how can a sinful man understand 
his ways (Pro.20:24)?

on the other hand, an astrologer takes advantage of the weakness 
of those who approach him and exploits the opportunity to deceive 
the gullible by his false predictions. many people take astrologers 
seriously and are trapped by the evil force lurking behind astrology, 
ruining their lives.

So i feel it is dangerous to consult an astrologer, however highly he 
may be qualified.

P. D. Arthur Prasad, Mysore, Karnataka.
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AHITHOPHEL
 VIJAY THANGIAH

PRONUNCIATION: a-hĭth’ō-fĕl

MEANING: brother of  foolishness

BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Sam. 15:12-34; 16:15-23; 17

BACKGROUND

ahithophel was the trusted counsellor of King 
David.  2 Samuel 16:23 tells us that his counsel 
was like the oracles of god. yet in Psalm 41:9 we 
read, “yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom i 
trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up 
his heel against me.” and in 2 Samuel 17:23 we 
read that ahithophel committed suicide. 
What led to his downfall and what are the lessons 
we can learn from his mistakes?

MAIN LESSONS

1. What caused ahithophel to suddenly turn 
traitor on his best friend (Psa.55:12-15)?

 It seems difficult to understand how this close 
friend and confidante of David could turn a 
traitor. But a study of god’s word reveals some 
enlightening information. 

CHARACTER 
STUDY
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 The first clue is found in the passage which describes David’s 
sin: “and David sent and enquired after the woman. and one 
said, ‘is not this Bathsheba, the daughter of eliam, the wife of 
Uriah the hittite?’” (2 Sam.11:3). Bathsheba was the wife of 
Uriah and her father was Eliam. In 2 Samuel 23:24-39, we find 
a list of David’s 37 greatest men of valour. Both Uriah and eliam 
are mentioned among these highly decorated and honoured 
military heroes. it is here that we learn something else. eliam 
is the son of ahithophel of gilo. this means that Bathsheba 
was ahithophel’s granddaughter!

 ahithophel was so upset that his close friend had committed 
adultery with his granddaughter that he became a traitor. 
ahithophel joined hands with absalom in order to take revenge. 
He first suggested to Absalom to lie with David’s concubines in 
public. What David did in private, ahithophel wanted absalom 
to do publicly in order to insult and humiliate David.  When he 
saw that absalom obeyed, he thought of the ultimate revenge 
of a plot to kill David as David had plotted to kill Uriah. But this 
time absalom did not obey and, seeing that his plans were not 
working out, he killed himself. 

2. Bitterness is like drinking poison and waiting for the other 
person to die.

 David asked god for forgiveness in Psalm 51 and moved on with 
life, but ahithophel became bitter and the root of bitterness 
led him to end his life. 

 forgiveness is not something we give to people when they come 
crawling to us on their knees. forgiveness is not something 
we extend to people when they finally realise that they were 
wrong and we were right and they beg for forgiveness. But 
forgiveness is an attitude toward people that we don’t hold 
grudges. We don’t carry bitterness, because bitterness does 
not hurt them but us.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Can bitterness lead to suicide even today? 
how do people destroy themselves because 
they hold a grudge against someone?
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2. even ahithophel, a man so close to god, 
was not free from bitterness. how can we 
protect ourselves from getting bitter from the 
experiences of life?

APPLICATION QUESTIONS

1. is there someone you cannot forgive?
2. are you holding a bitterness against that 

person and, as a result, it is destroying your 
life?

3. What steps will you take to forgive that 
individual and move on with life and see what 
god can do through your life?

MEMORy VERSE

“See to it that no one falls short of the grace of god 
and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble 
and defile many” (Heb.12:15 NIV).

PRAyER 

Lord, i realise that bitterness is like a poison 
which kills me and not the other person. Please 
help me to forgive and not hold bitterness, and 
thus find true freedom and peace. Amen.

LIGHT OF LIFE 53 MARCH  2016

Dr. Daniel Sathiaraj 
retired from St John’s 

PG College, Hyderabad, 
where he taught Computer 

Science. He lives in 
Hyderabad.

noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 

BELIEVERSWEDDING.COM

A matrimonial website developed exclusively for the Indian Christian community

For all those who are seeking “LIFE PARTNER” (BRIDE/GROOM) (Indians & NRI’s)  
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No: 84/3, 3rd Floor, UCF Centre, Hennur Main Road, Lingarajapuram, Bangalore 560084 

Phone: 080-65312900/65832788/25482036/7760655061   (Mon-Fri) (10:00 am to 5:00 pm) 
Email: info@believerswedding.com / reachnewlifevoice@gmail.com 

Log on to web site: www.believerswedding.com
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nOTES ALOnG 
THE JOURnEY

FIRST RESPONSE

then David confessed to 
Nathan, ‘i have sinned 
against the Lord.’ Nathan 

replied, ‘yes, but the Lord has 
forgiven you, and it will not be 
your death” (2Sam.12:13).

his wife caught him in the act of 
adultery. But unlike the woman in 
John chapter 8 he did not accept 
his fault. Like it often happens in 
our country there was no divorce 
or anything, but bad blood in 
plenty.

this man had a lot of explana-
tions up his sleeve. it was not his 
fault that the administration had 
posted them together in the same 
work-place. She had put a hex 
on him with some witchcraft. So 
how could he resist? With a ‘love 
that believes all things’(1Cor.13) 
his wife was temporarily pacified 
with these stories.

Now why am i telling you 
this true story that happened 
recently? Because i feel that many 
of us have done the same thing. at 
least i have.

“my gosh!” you may be 
thinking. “is he talking about 
adultery?” No, i am talking about 

OBY CHERIAN making excuses and shifting the 
blame.

i wonder what would have 
happened if adam had not passed 
the blame and accepted his part in 
the tragedy. Perhaps the history 
of the human race would have 
been different. Like it happened 
in the garden of eden, the people 
whom we blame for our failures 
are often those closest to us; our 
husbands/wives or our parents.

When we have a problem or 
have made a mistake, whether in 
thought or deed, our first response 
should be to acknowledge our 
shortcoming. as long as we are 
making excuses and pointing our 
finger at someone else the Lord’s 
help on our behalf will be delayed. 
Sometimes we don’t do it overtly 
but we do it in our thoughts.
maybe we hope to feel better 
about it if we presume that it is 
not our fault. Self-justification is 
not far away from self-deception 
and that road leads to an ugly 
end.

When we own up to our 
weakness and faults and accept 
our real need for help, then we 
take the first step towards healing 
and deliverance.
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“he that covereth his sins 
shall not prosper: but whoso 
confesseth and forsaketh them 
shall have mercy” (Prov.28:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.

KESWICK  PUBLIC  SCHOOL
(Affiliated to the Council for Indian School Certificate Examinations) 

Koodal nagar 
Madurai 625018 

Tamil nadu

invites applications from Christian teachers strong in English,  
for the following vacancies:

English 
Hindi 
Music 

Art / Craft 
Primary classes 

Chaplain / Counsellor

Urgently Required 

EDITOR 
for the hindi theological literature committee  

(text Books Publisher in hindi), 1017 Napier town Jabalpur 482001
Eligibility :   Minimum Qualification B.D. From Senate of Serampore Collage.
Language : english and hindi well versed in both the languages 
Age Limit :  above 45 years
Salary :  Negotiable. Partially furnished accommodation residence and 

office will be provided at Jabalpur (M.P.)
Last Date of Application: on or before 31st may 2017

interested Candidate may send their resume to  Rev. Vinay Peter (Secretary htLC) 
C/o Caravs 15, Civil Lines, Jabalpur 482001 (m.P.) 

mobile No. 9425412667
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oh, i’m so sorry! i’ve got 
such crazy schedules,” 
“i’m so busy that i 

don’t know when I’ll find my 
life,”“there’s school then tuitions 
then piano class, so?” these are 
ways to say, “i don’t have enough 
time” because i’m either studying, 
or working hard – plain busy.

Busyness has become the new 
status symbol – the marker of 
great self-worth. Silvia Bellezza, 
professor of  marketing at Colum-
bia Business School researched the 
topic on how a person is socially 
perceived based on ‘busyness’.

Leisure, Consumption And 
Busyness

in an article in the harvard 
Business Review she observed 
that high social standing has not 
always been indicated by the same 
measure. “thorstein Veblen, one 
of the biggest theorists on status 
signalling, suggested in 1899 
that living a leisurely life and not 
working is the most powerful 
way to signal one’s status in the 
eyes of others. he called this 
‘conspicuous abstention from 

CYRIL GEORGESON
labour’. this makes sense: if you 
are very wealthy, you can afford 
as much leisure as you wish.”

So, till a century or so ago, being 
able to live a life where there was 
no labour or work showed you 
had a high social status. you were 
wealthy enough to have someone 
else do all the legwork and labour 
for you. then, around the turn of 
this millennium this indicator be-
came ‘consumption’. the posses-
sion of luxury goods was the mark 
of superior social standing. the 
‘Rolls-Royce’, ‘mercedes Benz’, 
‘Rolex’, ‘a yacht’, ‘posh bungalow 
or penthouse’ showed which tier 
you lived in. though consumption 
still continues to be something to 
flaunt, it’s quickly being replaced 
by ‘busyness’.

in one of Silvia’s experiments, 
“participants read a short de-
scription of a 35-year-old man 
named Jeff. Specifically, partici-
pants in one condition read, ‘Jeff 
works long hours and his calen-
dar is always full.’ in contrast, par-
ticipants in the other condition 
read, ‘Jeff does not work and has 
a leisurely lifestyle.’ after reading 
these scenarios, participants rated 
the perceived social status of the 
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person described. in general, it 
was found that the busy person is 
perceived as high status.”

Similarly she “demonstrated that 
wearing a hands-free Bluetooth 
headset (a product associated 
with busyness and multitasking) 
sends a stronger signal about our 
social standing than wearing a 
pair of headphones for music (a 
product associated with leisure 
and free time). Participants read 
a short description of a 35-year-
old woman named anne. We 
varied whether she was wearing 
a hands-free Bluetooth or a pair 
of headphones for music. as in 
previous studies, we found that 
anne was seen as higher status 
when she was wearing the 
Bluetooth, rather than when she 
was wearing the headphones.”

But, this is not true globally. 
though busyness is highly valued 
in america, it was not so in 
countries those are considered 
more laid-back like italy, Spain, 
and greece. Leisure is still highly 
regarded in those countries.

So, where does india come? 
Since indians are prone to copying 
anything american it’s more likely 
to have infected india too. even in 
Christian ministries people are 
expected to act busy and there 
are so many conversations about 
multi-tasking (since we don’t 
have enough time, of course), 
etc. Donald Bloesch sarcastically 

quips, “Busyness is the new 
holiness.”

Not only are adults busy, we 
train our children to be busy, 
sometimes with the ulterior mo-
tive of keeping them out of our 
way. Well, it’s time for the sum-
mer break and most parents are 
seeking cricket, badminton, swim-
ming, piano, guitar, clay modelling, 
drawing, mental math, languages, 
computers or some other activity 
to keep the children ‘busy’ and to 
not waste their time. this is so that 
they should use their vacations to 
get an edge over peers in the later 
years. and, of course, this is also a 
status symbol.

there is no doubt that for the 
sincere disciple of Jesus, there 
is more than enough to be done 
in this world. Sometimes, it 
can seem like the load is over-
whelming with issues like social 
stratification, cultural bondages, 
religious extremism, poverty, in-
justice, church politics and inad-
equate biblical teaching on family 
and parenting.

Who Am I?

The first step in getting out of 
the trap of busyness is to identify 
our talents and spiritual gifts. 
every human being is born into 
this world with some talent or 
the other. often, these have been 
buried or forgotten. Beyond this, 
every disciple has been endowed 
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with spiritual gifts on becoming 
part of the kingdom. talents have 
been given for the enrichment 
of society while spiritual gifts 
are for the edification of the 
church and to be a blessing to the 
nations. The lack of identification 
and recognition of our spiritual 
gifts and talents has been of 
immeasurable loss to the church. 
it would not be far beyond the 
mark to guess that 80 to even 90 
percent of disciples do not know 
their own spiritual gift.

once we know our spiritual 
gift and talent we can seek 
opportunities to meet needs in 
the church and society with what 
the Lord has given us. this would 
be a rough draft of our purpose or 
mission statement for life. once 
we have our purpose statement, 
anything that does not serve the 
purpose for which god has saved 
us by grace, does not need to take 
our time. this basic and simple 
step is a great way to find more 
time for true rest. C. h. Spurgeon, 
the prince of preachers, famously 
suggested that we “Learn to say 
no. it will be of more use … than 
to be able to read Latin.” once we 
have a clear purpose statement 
it’s possible to say ‘No’, without 
guilt, to the things that take our 
time but cannot contribute to the 
kingdom, since God has not fitted 
us out for it.

fred Smith, a well-known moti-
vational speaker, had a clear and 

helpful philosophy on the use of 
time. a) Since my life is measured 
by time, i have a responsibility to 
control it. most of us don’t let oth-
er people spend our money; like-
wise, we should limit their power 
to spend our time. b) i have been 
given the same amount of time 
each day as everybody else. the 
great achievers of the world don’t 
have any more hours than i do. it 
is simply untrue to say, “i don’t 
have enough time.” What is not 
the same for everybody is energy. 
Unless i recognise my level of en-
ergy and realise that it comes in 
ebbs and surges, i won’t use my 
time well. i won’t accomplish all 
that i could. c) i also believe that 
anything i cannot accomplish in 
the time i have is apparently not 
my god-given responsibility to 
achieve. god is not going to hold 
me accountable for what i cannot 
do because of genuine lack of time.

and as it’s said– I don’t have 
time is not a statement of fact but 
a statement of priority. So, it’s 
important to have our priorities 
right so that we can give time to 
the good work that god has pre-
pared for us and free up time to 
catch our breath – and live a life 
in all its fullness.

Cyril Georgeson  
serves with InterServe 

and resides in Mumbai.
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News

Humanity’s Doom

(TOI): British physicist Stephen 
hawking has warned that the ag-
gressive instincts of humans, cou-
pled with the fast pace of growth 
in technology, might destroy us 
all by nuclear or biological war. 
he claimed that only a ‘world 
government’ might prevent this 
impending doom.

Despite mass extinction of 
species, global warming and   
threat of artificial intelligence, 
hawking remains optimistic 
about the future of humanity. 
however, he was worried that hu-
mans might not have the skills as 
a species to stay alive. “We need 
to be quicker to identify such 
threats and act before they get 
out of control. this might mean 
some form of world government. 
But that might become a tyranny,” 
said hawking. “the human race 
will rise to meet these challeng-
es.”

“Since civilisation began, 
aggression has been useful as it 
has survival advantages. it is hard 
wired into our genes by Darwinian 
evolution. Now, technology has 
advanced at such a pace that this 
aggression may destroy us all. 
We need to control this inherited 

instinct by our logic and reason,” 
hawking said.

Married Priests In The 
Church

(TOI): Pope francis said in an 
interview that the church may 
consider ordaining married 
men who could potentially work 
in remote areas faced with a 
shortage of priests. “We must  
think about whether viriproba-
tiare a possibility,” francis said 
referring to older, married men 
who are already involved in 
church business.

“then we have to decide 
what tasks they can take on, for 
example in remote communities,” 
he added in the interview with 
german weekly Die Zeit. many in 
the church believe, given the lack 
of priests in many places, that a 
new path to ordination should 
be opened. they think that in 
addition to priests who take a vow 
of celibacy, older married men 
with a long commitment to the 
church could also be considered. 
Pope francis said in may 2014 
that “there are married priests 
in the church,” citing married 
anglican ministers who joined the 
Catholic Church, Coptic Catholics 
and the priests of some eastern 
churches.

the church, and notably the cur-
rent pope’s predecessor Benedict 
XVi, had previously said that celi-
bacy was not a matter of inflexible 



Light of Life 71 may 2017

church dogma. however, francis 
said allowing priests in training to 
choose whether or not to be celi-
bate was “not the solution.”

Compassion International

(TOI): india pushed back against 
reports that it had not been fully 
transparent in assigning reasons 
for banning Christian charity or-
ganisation Compassion interna-
tional. answering questions after 
a story appeared in the New york 
times regarding the matter, mea 
spokesman gopal Bagley said, 
“any Ngo, foreign or indian, is to 
operate in india or for that mat-
ter anywhere in the world, within 
the laws of the country.”

Bagley also said suggestions in 
the US media about RSS involve-
ment in getting the Ngo banned 
were “completely extraneous” to 
the matter and it did not affect 
government decisions. “We have 
been fully transparent in this re-
gard, including in our conversa-
tions with the concerned author-
ity on the prevalent situation. 
there have been meetings of gov-
ernment officials and representa-
tives of Ngo.”

Compassion international had 
been put under ‘prior permis-
sion’ category in may last year 
following allegations of funding 
religious conversions, barring it 
from receiving foreign aid with-
out the government’s approval. 
asked to comment on the US State 

department’s acting spokesman 
mark toner’s remarks that over 
the past couple of years a num-
ber of foreign-funded Ngos in 
India have encountered “signifi-
cant challenges”, Bagley said that 
there was a well established le-
gal framework for Ngos for con-
ducting their operations in india, 
which has one of the largest net-
work of Ngos in the world.

Supreme Court Moves Against 
Cow Vigilantism

(UCAN): Christians have wel-
comed india’s Supreme Court to 
question six indian state govern-
ments on banning cow protection 
groups that have turned violent.

the court on april 7 asked 
six states run by the pro-hindu 
Bhartiya Janata Party (BJP): Raj-
asthan, maharashtra, Jharkhand, 
Chhattisgarh, madhya Pradesh 
and Gujarat, to file their response 
to the ban.

the court move comes after 
activist tehseen Poonawalla 
filed a petition in 2016 asking 
for cow protection groups to be 
curbed. it said the groups were 
targeting religious minorities 
such as Christians and muslims 
and those from the marginalised 
Dalit community.

“i am happy that the Supreme 
Court has woken up,” a. C. michael,  
former member of the Delhi 
minorities Commission, told 
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You feel called to go to unreached places, people groups,
Muslim nations?

Jesus said, The harvest is plentiful but the labourers are few (Luke 10:2)
He said, Be My witnesses … even to the uttermost parts of the world (Acts 1:8)

KINGDOM SCHOOL
We TRAIN EQUIP SEND

We train young mission minded men with a call and passion to reach the lost and
help them find their call to reach the unreached places, people groups in North

India and West Asia (7 churches in the Book of Revelation)
Come and be equipped as soldiers in the army of God’s Kingdom!

Join the 40 days’ of intense practical Cross-cultural Missions training in New
Delhi to be equipped as cross-cultural missionaries and pioneer church planters

Topics - Making disciples, Disciple-multiplication, Different methods of Out-
reach/Evangelism/Church Planting with practical experience, How to reach out to
Muslims, How to be led by the Spirit, How to Fulfil God’s purpose and call in
your life

The training is exclusively in ENGLISH and taught by well experienced Interna-
tional and Indian teachers with rich practical experience in missions

The candidates should

be between 22-34 years and be able to communicate well in English

have good Bible knowledge OR Bible College qualification

have some experience in ministry and a passion to reach the lost

be willing to adopt a new culture and learn a new language if needed

be in good sound health for long-term ministry
We select 12-15 candidates from churches, ministries, Bible Colleges all over In-
dia. Scholarship can be provided for needy candidates for the Training in New
Delhi.
After the training we choose some candidates to go to the unreached places /
people groups in North India and some to go to West Asia. Candidates who are
selected to go to West Asia will be sponsored for one year and further guidance
will be given to continue long term in West Asia.

Training starts from August 20 - September 30, 2017 in New Delhi
Contact us for the APPLICATION FORM soon!

Email: ksd4nations@gmail.com
Dr John Thomas 09654987351 John Palle 08500314808,  08586944124
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ucanews.com. he said that cow 
vigilante groups are registered 
bodies or empanelled in govern-
ments and therefore have the 
state’s backing. “their protectors 
are becoming very vocal” which 
is emboldening them, he said.

Incidents Against Christians

(EFI): on 9 april 2017, which was 
also Palm Sunday, at least 5 inci-
dents targeting Christians were 
reported from madhya Pradesh, 
haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Rajast-
han and tamil Nadu. targeting 
Christians on special days of wor-
ship as Palm Sunday and Christ-
mas is condemnable. 

in village Sitabedi, Khandwa, 
madhya Pradesh, RSS members 
accompanied by police person-
nel disrupted worship service 
and arrested three pastors and 
their wives and other Christians, 
and took them to the local police 
station at Piplod. the Christians 
were accused of conducting con-
versions by force and allurement.

in Kaithal, haryana, local hindu 
extremists disrupted the church 
meeting on the same day. the 
attackers threatened and man-
handled the Christians present 
as well as complained against 
the Christians at the local police 
station alleging conversions. the 
Christians were released as the 
allegations against them were 
found baseless.

in village Jahanpur, district 
ghazipur, Uttar Pradesh, a local 
mob beat up the pastor and 
handed him over to the police. the 
mob responsible for beating him 
is thought to be the local liquor 
mafia, who held him responsible 
for the ongoing agitation by local 
women against liquor shops in the 
area. he was released after local 
Christian leaders intervened in the 
situation and spoke to the police.

in Sri ganganagar, Rajasthan, 
hindu extremists disrupted the 
worship service of the Church of 
god and the pastor was arrested 
and taken into police custody 
along with seven Christians. ac-
cording to reports, local villagers 
with the help of a hindu priest 
had complained to the local sar-
panch that Christians are involved 
in conversions. Local Christian 
leaders approached the police for 
the release of the pastor and all 
the Christians were released late 
at night.

in Keeranur, Palani taluka, 
district Dindigul, tamil Nadu, the 
revenue inspector and village 
administrative officers disrupted 
private prayers at the house of 
the local pastor. The officers took 
video clips and pictures of the 
people praying in the house and 
told the people to stop the prayers. 
they also told the Christians to 
take permission from the District 
Collector before praying in the 
house.
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WANTED
Committed Christian teachers to teach in a very rural area of U.P.  We are 

a charitable, minority and hindi medium CBSe School, Kg to Xii.
tgt – B.Sc. / B.ed.
tgt – english – B. eng. / eng.Lit. / B.ed. (english speaking required.)

Please contact  
the manager 

Kulpahar Christian School 
Kulpahar 210 426, mahoba Dist., U.P. 
e-mail: sharonkulpahar@gmail.com

Union Biblical Seminary (UBS) welcomes applications for a librarian that 
will serve the research, reference, and resources needs of the students and 
faculty of the seminary. Working in a team-focused library, the librarian works 
to develop the collection and provide instruction equipping library users to 
confidently access and use of print and electronic resources through various 
catalogs, databases, and e-resources.

 Candidate should have master’s Degree in Library and information Science 
from recognized university. advanced degree in theology is desirable. at least 
five to seven years of administrative experience demonstrating excellent 
communication, firmness, fairness, openness, patience, attention to detail, 
decision-making, analytical skills, ability to set priorities, and a working 
knowledge of all library areas. Knowledge of current library information 
services and emerging electronic information services. experience in 
reference, instruction, and collection development.

interested candidates with relevant experience please email your CV  
with covering letter to recruit@ubs.ac.in

Librarian required

ReadeRs!
IF YOU LIKE THIS MAGAzInE, TELL OTHERS. IF nOT, TELL US.  

EITHER WAY, WE WOULD LIKE TO HEAR FROM YOU.

LIGHT OF LIFE 
P.O.BOx nO.4576, 21, YMCA ROAD, MUMBAI, CEnTRAL, MUMBAI 400 008 

E-MAIL: LIGHTOFLIFE1@REDIFFMAIL.COM



Light of Life 75 may 2017

training the trainers: equipping the labourers: enhancing the harvest

India Graduate School of Missiology
(Affiliated to Indian Institute of Missiology)

We offer the following programs in missiology :
Residential program : B.th and m.Div – for the young men and women
evening College : B.th and m.Div. – for the lay people
extension program : B.th and m.Div. – for the cross cultural missionaries
modular program : m.th. and D.miss – for the Church and mission leaders
Distance Education program : B.Th. and M.Div. – offered through churches, missions, and NGOs

Features :
 excellent cross cultural context and exposure
 ideal for pastors and missionaries
 opportunity for higher level missiological training
 Partial scholarship available for deserving candidates
 D.miss is the college program
 Campus is also available for any retreat, seminars and camps

Please apply : Please call:
Registrar 044-2-764-5584
india graduate School of missiology 0-944-515-9913
167, Red hills Road, ikkaduKandigai 0-994-377-7106
tiruvallur, tN 602 021 sjena1700@gmail.com
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Seeking a Lead Pastor for the Central Delhi 
Congregation (CDC) of Delhi Bible Fellowship (DBF), 

new Delhi

Delhi Bible Fellowship (DBF) is a non-denominational, evangelical 
church, started in 1969 and currently having 9 lead congregations and 
30 weekly services across the National Capital Region (NCR). 

DBF seeks a Lead Pastor, whom God has called, to lead congregations 
called Central Delhi Congregation (CDC), located in the heart of Delhi. 
CDC is a unique, vibrant and growing congregation that focuses on 
youth and families, and draws people from all walks of life. CDC is 
several decades old and is a multi-generational and multi-cultural 
congregation of 600+ people. 

DBF seeks a full-time Lead Pastor who is led by the Holy Spirit to help 
grow this congregation both spiritually and numerically, to minister to 
the changing needs of the congregation and community, and to lead 
them into God’s perfect plans for the church. 

The applicant should have strong skills in leadership, communication, 
discipleship, evangelism, teaching, be a team player, be able to work 
with the other pastors and staff of the congregation and be a dynamic 
visionary to lead the church into the future. The applicant must be an 
Indian citizen or PIO/OCI card holder, have an MDiv or BD and have at 
least 8 years of relevant ministry experience. 

Interested and suitable candidates are requested to send their 
detailed resume by 15th May 2017 to the email ID or postal address 
given below.

Email ID for correspondence: searchcommittee.dbf@gmail.com

Postal Address: 
Chairman 

Search Committee 
Delhi Bible Fellowship, 22, Bhai Veer Singh Marg 

New Delhi – 110 001 
Phone: 011-23360944
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The digital version of the magazine is available as a PDF 
document, which is an exact copy of the print version. The 
document will be password protected and placed for download 
on the Light of Life web site at www.lightoflife-india.com/dm/
dm.html at the beginning of each month. 

The password will be intimated to the subscribers each month 
by e-mail. The document will be available on the site for that 
month and will be replaced by the latest issue each month.

Quite a few subscribers have switched over to the digital 
version of the magazine, and we understand that they are happy 
with the clarity and presentation of its contents. Moreover, this 
eliminates the problem of non-delivery of the magazine by the 
postal staff.

We request you to share this information with your relatives 
and friends, the youngsters in particular, and encourage them to 
subscribe for the digital version of the magazine. Thank you.

The current subscription rate is Rs.200 per year. You can 
subscribe by electronic bank transfer to Light of Life savings 
bank account No.003601021256 (IFSC Code ICIC0000036) 
in the Maratha Mandir Branch of ICICI Bank, followed by 
intimating the details by e-mail to

lightoflife1@rediffmail.com or lightoflife2777@gmail.com
Or, you can send the subscription through cheque/DD, drawn 

in favour of Light of Life Magazine, to 21 YMCA Road, 
Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400 008; but it is important that you 
send us your e-mail as well as postal address.

Editorial Board

Digital Magazine
Light of Life
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