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Light of Life  
Digital Magazine

As announced in the previous issues, the digital version 
of the magazine is available as a PDF document, which is 
an exact copy of the print version. The document will be 
password protected and placed for download on the Light of 
Life web site at www.lightoflife-india.com/dm/dm.html at the 
beginning of each month. The password will be intimated to 
the subscribers each month by e-mail. The document will be 
available on the site for that month and will be replaced by the 
latest issue each month.

Quite a few subscribers have switched over to the digital 
version of the magazine, and we understand that they are happy 
with the clarity and presentation of its contents. Moreover, 
this eliminates the problem of non-delivery of the magazine 
by the postal staff.

We request you to share this information with your relatives 
and friends, the young generation in particular, and encourage 
them to subscribe for the digital version of the magazine. 
Thank you.

The current subscription rate is Rs. 200 per year. You can 
subscribe by electronic bank transfer to Light of Life savings 
bank account No.003601021256 (IFSC Code ICIC0000036) 
in the Maratha Mandir Branch of ICICI Bank, followed by 
intimating the details by e-mail to:

lightoflife1@rediffmail.com or lightoflife2777@gmail.com.

Or, you can send the subscription through cheque/DD, 
drawn in favour of Light of Life Magazine, to 21-YMCA Road, 
Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400 008; but it is important that 
you send us your e-mail as well as postal address.

Editorial Board
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YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 

Wonderful Articles
Thank you for sending the 

magazine regularly and thank 
God for all who are working for 
it. I am writing this specially to 
congratulate Ebinez Jezreel. He 
has written a long article Destiny 
Undetermined. Rarely do students 
write religious articles and that too 
with such a lot of Bible references. 
A few months back a law student 
from Kerala wrote a nice article. 
I don’t remember seeing even 
theology students writing such 
articles. Very glad that in spite of 
their busy schedule they read and 
write such wonderful articles. May 
God bless them more for His glory.

Elizabeth Arthur,  
Vellore, Tamil Nadu.

Outstanding Articles
I found the April issue of Light 

of Life precious for the two 
outstanding articles it contained. 

 I had always been under the 
impression that nationalism and 
patriotism were interchangeable 
names. Cyril Georgeson’s lucid 
article, penned in his inimitable 
style, helped me understand better. 
I frequently spend time in silent 
conversation with God, but didn’t 
realise its value until I read Deepika 
Sagar’s article Talk to God. My 
compliments to both the authors.

Bernard Thangasamy, Nellore, 
Andhra Pradesh
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JUST MILK ALL THE WAY?

One of the saddest facts 
in Christianity is that a 
large number of people, 

who think of themselves as 
Christians who will be going 
to heaven when they die, are 
mistaken about it. A Christian 
name, being from a Christian 
family, baptism, membership 
in the church, or involvement in 
church activities or ministries, 
will be of no value to take us to 
the kingdom of God, if we have 
not been born again (Jn.3:5). But 
another fact, which is just as sad, 
is that a large number of people 
who have been born again are 
not growing up to maturity in 
Christ even after years of coming 
to know Christ. They are still on 
baby food – spiritual milk – and 
unable to take anything stronger 
(Heb.5:13,14).

The major reason for this is 
that many preachers do not talk 
of anything beyond coming to 
faith in Jesus. The impression 
people get is that, once their 

sins have been forgiven and 
they have become children 
of God, all they need to do is 
to wait for the coming of the 
Lord, when He will take them 
to heaven. So, the so-called 
Gospel message has essentially 
only two parts – we must 
come to faith in Jesus and then 
we are going to be in heaven 
forever and ever, without pain, 
sorrow, sickness or any of the 
other problems we have in this 
life. This is practically the only 
message, as far as many people 
are concerned.

For many people, ‘salvation’ is 
only about receiving forgiveness 
of sins and being made right 
with God. Some of them take 
this message to ‘the perishing 
multitudes’. Many others seek 
to have a good time on earth, 
or at least a comfortable time, 
while they are waiting for Jesus 
to come. It is no wonder that 
for such people the offer of 
health and wealth, which some 
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preachers bring, sounds very 
attractive.

This being as it is, it is 
understandable why large parts 
of Christian programmes are 
designed around producing 
‘baby food’, advertising it and 
distributing it. We hear all 
around about the unmerited 
favour of God, His love, mercy 
and compassion. Since there 
was nothing we could do to 
earn this favour from God, there 
is nothing, they say, that we 
need to do now except to rejoice 
and to praise God. Churches 
are increasingly becoming 
theatres of entertainment, with 
‘worship services’ imitating 
stage shows in their ability to 
excite the audience and bring 
in their participation, and short 
messages that make people 
feel good about themselves, 
whatever condition they are 
in. Another goal seems to be to 
make people always look to the 
future expecting great things 
to happen and for God to do 
‘mighty things’ to make their 
problems disappear.

In such a situation, even 
though it appears that many 
new people seem to be coming 
in to the churches, many others 
are actually giving up after some 
time, and either leaving God 
altogether or getting accustomed 
to a mere form of godliness.

Is this the salvation that Paul 
was so proud of (Rom.1:16), and 
for which he was willing to give 
up everything else (Php.3:8)? 
No. We seem to have strayed so 
far away from the Gospel which 
he preached that people think 
that his Gospel was another 
gospel (cf. Gal.1:6)!

Grace has been so emphasised 
as ‘unmerited favour’ and 
preachers have warned so much 
against any form of ‘works’ 
which people might rely on to 
find acceptance with God, that it 
appears that Christians are more 
fearful about ‘works’ than sin! 
They have been primed to keep 
away from anything that looks 
like ‘works’, and this is another 
major reason why they are stuck 
with milk still. ‘Strong meat’ is 
for those who have ‘exercised 
their senses’ to discern between 
good and evil (Heb.5:14). This 
‘exercise’ sounds very much like 
works, doesn’t it?

As a means of avoiding works, 
people are being taught that 
there is need only to believe 
and to have faith, quoting many 
Bible verses out of context. 
Don’t we need to understand 
that there is a genuine kind of 
faith that leads to salvation and 
also a counterfeit faith that will 
not give us salvation? James has 
clarified that if the faith which 
we have does not produce 
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from us godly action, that faith 
is actually dead and useless 
(Jas.2:14-26). We can also see that 
if our lives do not increasingly 
show the life of God (the fruit 
of the Spirit – Gal.5:16-25), our 
salvation is not making any real 
difference to us (or to the others 
around us)! If we obey God by 
faith (cf. Heb.11:9), and we deny 
our fleshly desires in order to 
obey God, that is not works!

God’s plan for us is not only to 
forgive us, but also to conform 
our lives to the life of His Son 
Jesus Christ (Rom.8:28,29). In 
fact, He is causing everything 
that happens to us 
to work towards 
that goal. In other 
words, whatever 
situations we face, 
God wants to use 
them to mould us a little more 
to His image. But He is unable 
to do it if we are not looking 
for that, but are focussing on 
having a nice time on earth till 
Jesus comes!

This process of setting us 
apart from our old nature and 
our worldly life, to make us 
like Jesus in our character, is 
what is called ‘sanctification’. 
This does not take place merely 
by accepting certain doctrines, 
by going through any crisis 
experience, or by receiving 
a ‘special anointing’. It takes 

place as we take up our cross, 
deny ourselves and follow 
Jesus whenever we are tempted 
to follow our fleshly desires. 
That is the way we become 
His disciples (Lk.9:23), and it 
is by becoming His disciples 
and following Him that we can 
become like our Master.

Becoming like Jesus is much 
more than just doing ‘what 
Jesus would do’. Doing what 
Jesus would do concerns our 
behaviour and our external 
actions. But becoming like Jesus 
is to be transformed inside of us, 
where His values become our 

values, we think 
like Him, our 
attitudes become 
like His, and then 
our behaviour 
also becomes like 

His. Not committing murder 
or adultery would have been 
enough under the Law, but 
Jesus came to give us a life of 
love and purity inside us. When 
we receive that kind of a life 
inside us, then, of course, there 
is no question of our committing 
murder or adultery outside.

There is hardly any preaching 
about this life. Even when people 
preach such a life, many only 
talk about passively receiving 
such a life by ‘faith’. There is 
no mention of purifying the 
thoughts and intentions of our 

 God’s plan for us is not 
only to forgive us, but also 
to conform our lives to the 

life of His Son Jesus Christ.
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scient and omnipotent, but also
sovereign, doing whatever He
pleases (Ps.115:3). No one can
control Him or tell Him what He
should do. At the same time He
answers our prayers and acts
according to our request! He
tells us to ask whatever we want,
but answers us if we pray ac-
cording to His will
(Jn.14:13;1Jn.5:14,15).

This mystery of prayer has
puzzled people throughout
times. Some argue that we
need not pray anything be-
cause anyway God will do
what He wants, and others in-
sist that God will do whatever
we ask. Many times we don't
get what God wants us to get
because we don't ask, and at
other times God doesn't an-
swer because we ask wrongly
(Jas.4:2,3). Many times God
gives us what we need even
without our asking (Mt.5:45).
God's truth here has many
sides, and it would not be right
to take one sided views by ne-
glecting the other sides.

Leaders And Servants
In the kingdom of God, the

greatest ones are those who
serve all (Lk.22:24-27)! Jesus
said that in the world leaders
would lord it over the others,
but in His kingdom they would
serve the others
(Matt.20:25,26). For leaders to
serve seems to be a contradic-
tion in idea as well as practice.
When we look around we see
many Christian leaders who do

not seem to have understood
this and who go on lording it
over the others in their pursuit
of the top position.

Equal But Different
When it comes to husbands

and wives, there is equality in
God's eyes (Gal.3:28), yet there
are differences in roles, and
wives are to submit to their
husbands who are their heads
(Eph.5:22,23)! Some men find
it difficult to accept the fact of
equality and consider women
as if they were an inferior cre-
ation. Some women fight for
equality and find it difficult to
think of submitting to their
husbands. Yet both are truths
from God's word. Actually if
husbands love their wives as
Christ loves the church it
makes it easier for their wives
to submit to them, and if the
wives submit, it makes it
easier for the husbands to love
them!

Conclusion
There would be many other

similar examples we can take
from the Bible. But what this
shows us is that we should re-
sist the temptation to make too
much of a truth which we like
without looking to see if there
are other truths we need in or-
der to get a balanced view.

Jacob Ninan enjoys writing,
speaking and counselling.

hearts (Heb.4:12), or denying 
ourselves when we are tempted 
through the desires in our flesh 
(Jas.1:14,15). This is strong meat, 
isn’t it? What about forgiving 
others from our heart (Matt.6:12-
15;18:35), loving even our 
enemies (Matt.5:42,43), blessing 
those who curse us (Lk.6:28), 
being generous without looking 
for honour (Matt.6:2), giving to 
God cheerfully without a sense 
of compulsion (2Cor.9:7), etc.?

Grace is not only unmerited 
favour from God, but it is also 
the power of God to help us 
“to deny ungodliness and 
worldly desires and to live 
sensibly, righteously and godly 
in the present age” (Tit.2:11,12). 
People are not growing in 
grace and in the likeness of 
Jesus because this grace is not 
preached. Then they remain 
babies in Christ even years after 
coming to Christ (1Cor.3:1). And 
all the Christian programmes 
around them provide them 
with entertainment, dangerous, 
deceptive comfort and false 
hope.

Just look around and see.  
Which are the messages that 
are most popular? The most 
entertaining, the ones that 
appear to hold out hope for the 
future without dealing with 
real problems, the sensational, 
the impressive. When things 

get personal and deeper, 
the attendance comes down 
(Jn.6:66). What are the most 
enjoyed ‘devotionals’? The 
ones with an interesting story 
and a lesson even a child can 
understand. What are church 
going Christians exchanging in 
the social media to encourage 
one another (cf. Heb.3:13)? 
Platitudes, jokes, Bible verses 
(promises) set in a scenic 
background, etc. People are 
given to think that this is normal 
Christian life.

All of us who have received 
from the Lord something 
of precious value have a 
responsibility to share that with 
others who have not come that 
far in their spiritual journey. We 
are stewards of the grace we 
have received (1Pet.4:10). Let 
us not wait for a great revival 
to come, or some great leader to 
rise, but let our care for God’s 
kingdom and His people be 
seen in our ministering to His 
people according to the grace 
we have received. In the process 
of caring for the others, we 
will find that we ourselves get 
encouraged and strengthened 
(Rom.1:11,12).
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ABOVE US, WITH US, IN US
Kuruvilla Chandy

The way God has revealed Himself to us is the way  
God relates to us.

A sadhu lived in total 
isolation in a cave in 
the Himalayas. He 

didn’t even have anything to 
do with any birds or animals. 
Yet he came out of his cave one 
morning and, breathing in the 
mountain air, shouted to the 
distant mountain peaks, “I’m 
in love.” If you had been able to 
see him or hear him, you would 
have taunted him for being 
deluded.

God Is Love
The most famous definition 

for God comes from the Bible. 
It’s quoted and misquoted by 
those who don’t read the Bible or 
believe in Jesus. That definition 
is “God is love” (1 Jn.4:8,16). 
Was God love when there were 
no creatures—no angels, no 
animals, no humans? 

‘Love’ is a word about rela-
tionships. Where there are no 
relationships, there’s no love. 
So, this definition requires the 
existence of more than one per-
son. And, there was more than 
one person creating the world, 
for God said, “Let Us make man 
in Our image” (Gen.1:26;Psa.45: 

6-7; 110:1). On the other hand, 
when Moses made an announce-
ment about God, He said, “Hear, 
O Israel: The Lord our God, the 
Lord is one” (Deut.6:4).

These were not obscure 
passages of the Old Testament. 
All Israelites would know 
both the creation story and 
the summary of the Law. 
The creation story pointed to 
plurality in God, while the 
summary of the Law emphasised 
the singularity of God. Israelites 
didn’t try to make sense of these 
statements. They put it down to 
the mysteriousness of the God 
whom they worshipped without 
seeing Him.

Trinity
For Christians, the mystery 

has been solved. We believe 
in the Trinity, that God is one 
God in three persons. Not that 
we understand this. But then 
there are lots of things we don’t 
understand and still accept as 
matter of fact. For instance, 
can anyone explain why black 
buffaloes eating green grass 
produce white milk? Or, why 
is there no difference in the 
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flesh of a pure vegetarian and a 
person who is enthusiastically 
non-vegetarian? I know they 
are silly questions, but they’re 
just to show that there are lots 
of things we can’t understand 
or explain. In just the same way, 
we can’t understand how God is 
one God in three. But then, why 
would we think that our small 
minds are able to ‘contain’ the 
knowledge of God?

Some Christians think that we 
should not trouble ourselves 
with doctrines, especially 
whatever is incomprehensible—
like the doctrine of the Trinity. 
They would say, “Let’s just 
focus on Jesus. We don’t need 
anything more for faith.” That’s 
not the correct attitude to have.

You see, Jesus is not just a 
name. Jesus is one particular 
Person. He prayed to God, 
but then turned around and 
told His disciples that when 
they saw Him, they had seen 
God (Jn.14:8-9). The point is, 
you can’t know or understand 
or relate to Jesus if you don’t 
understand Jesus as completely 
intertwined with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit.

The word ‘Trinity’ is not 
biblical. It’s not in the Bible. 
However, the doctrine of the 
Trinity is biblical. Jesus is the 
one who introduced it into the 
thinking of His followers. First, 

there was an event in the life of 
Jesus that pointed to the Trinity. 
When Jesus was baptised, 
the Holy Spirit was observed 
to descend on Jesus and the 
Heavenly Father spoke of Jesus 
as His beloved Son (Matt.3:13-
17). In this event, the three 
Persons of the Trinity are seen 
interacting at once.

Then, at the end of His   
ministry, before He left the  
earth, Jesus commanded His fol-
lowers to go and make disciples 
for Him and to baptise them “in 
the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit” 
(28:18-20). It is significant that Je-
sus did not say that people were 
to be baptised in the names of 
Father, Son and Spirit. He classi-
fied them as having one name.

Father, Jesus, Holy Spirit
What exactly does the  

doctrine of the Trinity reveal 
about God? First, that God is 
above us. This was the way God 
was known before Jesus came. 
Everybody’s idea of God is that 
God is above all as Creator, 
Sustainer and Guardian/
Defender. No one who believes 
in God will dispute these 
aspects of who God is and what 
He has done and keeps on doing 
for us. When Jesus came to the 
earth, He said that God was not 
fearfully aloof. He showed that 
God was our Father.
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Some people object to the idea 
of referring to God as Father. 
Some have bad fathers and 
feel that they can’t connect to 
God because of their fathers. 
Instead, they should think of 
having found the father they 
missed. It’s not that God is like 
our human fathers, but that our 
fathers were supposed to be like 
God who is love. 

Some others think that 
referring to God as Father is 
sexist and patriarchal. Not at 
all! Motherhood doesn’t require 
proof beyond birth itself. 
Fatherhood, on the other hand, 
can be established 
only when the 
mother testifies that 
she got pregnant 
by such and such 
man. To say that 
God is our mother 
doesn’t require 
faith. God is the 
one who gave us 
birth and nursed 
us (as Moses 
implied when he refused to be 
nursemaid to God’s people—
Num.11:12). Accepting God as 
Father is an aspect of expressing 
faith—accepting God at Jesus 
saying so.

Next, the doctrine of the Trinity 
shows us that God is with us. The 
apostle said that Jesus would be 
called “Emmanuel—God with 

us” (Matt.1:22-23). Jesus became 
like us, He became human. He 
knows what human experience 
is. What is more, He took our 
place in punishment for sin. 
He died to save us. Yes, Jesus 
is the High Priest, and Friend, 
and Saviour who stands with 
us in our troubles and sorrows. 
He also knows what makes us 
happy, because He took part 
in joyful occasions such as 
weddings and feasts.

As a human being, Jesus 
couldn’t be in more than one 
place at one time. For instance, 
Jesus was in another place when 

He got word that 
His friend Lazarus 
was very sick. He 
didn’t stop what 
He was doing to 
rush to Lazarus’s 
bedside, and by 
the time He went 
there, Lazarus was 
dead (Jn.11:1-44). 
That is why Jesus 
said that it would 

be better and advantageous for 
His disciples when He went 
away (16:7). Until then the Spirit 
had been with them through 
the presence of Jesus, but when 
Jesus would go away, they 
would experience God’s power 
from within themselves (14:17). 
They themselves would receive 
power when the Spirit would 
come (Acts 1:8).

 
 

God revealed Himself to 
humankind in three stages: 

first, as God above all; 
second, as God with us and 
third, as God’s Spirit in us. 
The way God has revealed 
Himself to us is the way 
God relates to us. He is 
above us, He is with us,  

He is in us.
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God revealed Himself to 
humankind in three stages: first, 
as God above all; second, as God 
with us and third, as God’s Spirit 
in us. The way God has revealed 
Himself to us is the way God 
relates to us. He is above us, He 
is with us, He is in us.

Ordinary Time
In the Christian calendar there 

is a period called ‘Ordinary 
Time’. After all the great feasts 
of Advent (the coming of Jesus), 
Epiphany (the revelation or 
manifestation of Jesus), Lent 
(focusing on the sacrifice of 
Christ), Resurrection and 
Ascension (the glorification of 

Christ Jesus), and Pentecost (the 
coming of the Spirit), the church 
has no feasts for almost half the 
year. However, the first day of 
this Ordinary Time is Trinity 
Sunday. That is significant. That 
says that this God who is above 
us, with us and in us is there 
for us all through our ordinary 
times. He is there for us in our 
day-to-day life. Who can say that 
we don’t need this doctrine of 
the Trinity for our ordinary life?

Kuruvilla Chandy 
is Pastor of the Grace Bible 

Church, Lucknow.
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miraculous gifts may not be 
present in a church. In such 
a situation, James said that 
anyone who is sick is to ask the 
elders of the church to anoint 
him or her and pray for healing, 
and the promise of God is that 
healing will come in answer to 
the prayer of faith (5:13-15). We 
need to have more faith about 
this promise and put it into 
practice among us.

We are indeed living in better 
days. If we were living in the 
time when Jesus was on the 
earth, we would have found 
Jesus “sent only to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel” 
(Matt.15:24). Or, like Martha and 

Mary discovered that just when 
someone was sick unto death, 
Jesus was not there (Jn.11:1-
44). We have the Holy Spirit in 
us and the Holy Spirit is more 
powerful than the spirits that 
inhabit the world (1Jn.4:4). The 
Holy Spirit will empower us 
to glorify Jesus, but we need to 
stop treating Him like a ghost. 
We have to stop ignoring Him. 
We need to let Him have His 
way with us in our lives and in 
our churches. 

Kuruvilla Chandy 
is Pastor of the Grace Bible 

Church, Lucknow.
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HIS LEADING IN A  
MYSTERIOUS VOYAGE

Ebinesh Jezreel
What we know of God encourages us to trust Him  

in everything we do not know.

I’m planning to start a 
maths tuition for the 
kids around and, after 

maybe a year or so, I’ll apply 
for M.Sc. in Calicut University,” 
said one, and “I’m hoping to 
join as a mathematics teacher 
at the school my Dad 
works in,” said another, 
as these two young lads 
were on their way back 
from Kottarakara market 
(in Kerala), having done 
with their undergraduate 
convocation a week ago. 

Let’s focus on the guy, who 
wanted to start a mathematics 
tuition and later pursue his 
M.Sc. in mathematics, namely 
J. Cherian, son of Rev. Cherian, 
who was a priest at Kottarakara. 
Fast forward 10 years in his 
life. Within these 10 years, time 
had rendered him a medical 
missionary to a havoc-hit rural 
area in Tamil Nadu, situated on 
the outskirts of Dindigul, called 
Oddanchatram. He, along with 
his friend, started a mission 
hospital at Oddanchatram. 
Later, he moved to a still more 

rural, remote, scary village 
called Ambilikkai, which even 
the residents around hesitated 
to explore, and that became his 
centre for actions. 

Having acquired surgical 
fellowships from Royal 

Colleges in Glasgow and 
Edinburgh, which are 
considered as dreams 
unreached by many 
surgeons even today, he 
was ready to dedicate 
his life to start a mission 
hospital in some corner of 

the nation, rather than accepting 
the offer by the Government of 
Travancore to make his fortune. 
He setup a mission hospital 
(Christian Hospital Ambilikkai) 
and 28 educational institutions 
for the poor, which stand out 
professing the love of Christ 
since the past five decades, to 
this moment. He was called 
with love and respect by the 
people around as ‘Dr.Ayya’. 
The faith, love for Christ and 
determination of this man 
have illuminated the lives of 
thousands of people, including 

Dr. Jacob Cherian 
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patients, junior doctors, poverty-
stricken young students, and 
the needy, without a square-
meal a day. Moreover, countless 
students who studied in these 
educational institutions have 
come to know Christ, accepted 
Christ’s love and are shining as 
stars across the globe.

The one man who was a 
candle to light the lives at 
Ambilikkai  and the one 
who brought Ambilikkai to 
limelight was the Late Padma 
Bhushan Dr. Jacob Cherian, the 
founder of Christian Fellowship 
Community Health Centre and 
Christian Education Health 
and Development Society. He 
was a skilled, proficient and a 
dab-handed surgeon with great 
faith, and is a great inspirational 
icon to the believers and doctors 
of this generation. His walk was 
upright, with his eyes focussed 
on the Saviour above. He was 
someone different, and his 
Ambilikkai  experiment did 
make a big difference. What 
made him different? What 
happened in those 10 years before 
which a radical transformation 
was recorded? Mathematics 
and medicine are the ends of 
two different spectrums; how 
did a maths scholar become a 
surgeon? We’ve got quite a lot 
to learn from the life of Dr. Jacob 
Cherian.

Redefined Destiny
I don’t think Dr. Cherian 

would have ever imagined 
himself to be a doctor following 
his maths degree graduation. 
He was ready to redefine his 
destiny when the Saviour’s call 
arrived. Mankind, from the days 
of Genesis, has been moving 
towards a destiny to create an 
identity (Gen.11:4). People do 
not realise that identity is not 
achieved but received from our 
Creator. The identity of Jesus 
has been described in many 
passages (Lk.3:22; Jn.6:51; 8:23; 
9:5). Our identity is predestined 
even before we are born – to 
rule over the creations and to 
be a holy priesthood through 
Christ (Eph.1:4;2:10;1Pet.2:9). 
Our destiny is to please God 
(2Cor.5:9). Dr. Cherian redefined 
his destiny and wanted to please 
God by accepting God’s call to 
be a doctor.

We are quite obsessed with 
worldly things which the Scrip-
tures condemn (Matt.6:19,21) 
and often tend to forget that we 
are citizens of heaven (Php.3:20). 
We need to have a vision beyond 
our earthly journey, i.e., on our 
heavenly dwelling. It’s time for 
us to redefine our destiny to 
please God (2Cor.5:9), seek His 
kingdom (Matt.6:33) and walk 
with Him (2 Cor.5:8).
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Submitted To God’s Will
Dr. Cherian, having been 

brought up in a pious Christian 
family, with his father being 
a priest with his name in the 
Guinness book of records for 
long-term service as a priest, 
may have had an urge to 
serve the Lord right from his 
childhood. Returning from 
Britain as a qualified and 
trained cardio-thoracic surgeon 
with fellowships from the Royal 
Colleges, Dr. Cherian could have 
chosen to move to some rural 
village in his own homeland, 
Kerala, to serve people. But he 
submitted to the will of God 
according to which he happened 
to land at Ambilikkai in Tamil 
Nadu. Jesus taught His disciples 
to submit to the will of God 
(Matt.6:19). If we are to follow 
the will of God, is it wrong to 
have desires and ambitions? 
Before the crucifixion, though 
Jesus was acquainted with the 
fact that He came to the world to 
be crucified, He prayed for the 
cup to be taken away from Him, 
but then He added a statement 
of submission to God’s master-
plan (Lk.22:42). It is good to have 
desires, and God grants them 
too (Php.4:6;Matt.7:7), if only 
they are according to His plan 
for us. A higher level of spiritual 
understanding is that when we 
remain in God, God’s desires 
become our desires, and these 

desires will always be granted 
(Jn.15:7). Let us submit our 
lives to God (Job.22:21;Jas.4:7), 
grow in Him (1Pet.2:2) and 
rely on the Master’s wisdom 
(Pro.18:10;Psa.55:22).

Pushed Forward
When Dr. Cherian opted to be 

a medical missionary to Tamil 
Nadu, he must have faced 
opposition from his family and 
friends, with such questions and 
advice, “Hey buddy, are you 
sure of your decision? There 
are many others to be medical 
missionaries. How do you know 
that this is God’s will? You have 
endured much to obtain your 
MBBS and fellowships, so it’s 
time for you to enjoy, make 
money, get married, build a 
house and settle in life, man. 
This is all I can tell you, and 
it’s for you to decide.” He must 
have faced ridicule from some 
of his neighbours, “Let him first 
improve his own State, then go 
to another.” Nevertheless, he 
pushed forward.

The moment we decide to 
accept the Master’s call, we 
must push forward (Php.3:13b) 
and never turn back (Psa.85:8). 
God’s plan for us always 
goes with a cost. The way to 
accomplish God’s will is not 
a bed of roses, but filled with 
challenges, ups, downs, stones 
and thorns. We should learn to 
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accept things and be courageous 
because God is always with 
us wherever we go (Josh.1:9). 
Whenever the institutions faced 
any crisis, Dr. Cherian would 
say, “Karthavunokkikollum” (God 
will take care) and would call 
all the staff, sit with them and 
join hands in prayer. Certain 
circumstances are allowed by 
God for His glory (Jn.11:4). This 
reminds me of what Rick Warren 
wrote in his book Purpose Driven 
Life, “God changes caterpillars 
into butterflies, sand into 
pearls and coal into diamond, 
using time and pressure. He’s 
working on you too.” Let us 
not worry (Matt.6:34) because 
our Father has a better plan for 
us (Jer.29:11) that requires our 
union with Him (Heb.11:40). All 
we are asked to do is to be still 
(Psa.46:10), taste the goodness 
of God (Psa.34:8) and remain in 
Him (1Jn.2:24, Jude 20,21).

Ultimately, Dr. Jacob Cherian’s 
Ambilikkai experiment was 
a great success because he 
loved the Saviour with all his 
soul, heart and mind, wanted 
to please Him in all his deeds 
and decisions, obeyed His call, 
had an unshakable, strong 
faith and relied completely 
on the Almighty God. As 
someone said, “Christianity is a 
radical discipleship to Christ.” 
Sometimes, the Master’s plan 

might go against our will, desires 
and ambitions, but there should 
be no compromise. May we just 
see beyond the canopy of this 
worldly survival, spontaneously 
obey His call and surrender our 
lives into His mighty hands. 

God has a big picture for 
each one of our lives, which 
is beyond the understanding 
of human intellect. When we 
submit to follow our Master, 
the big picture of our lives gets 
synchronised with His master 
plan, and the ultimate outcome 
will be astonishing, beyond 
our expectations. What we 
know of God encourages us to 
trust Him in everything we do 
not know.

Lord, help me see beyond the 
moments of my life,

And to delve deeply into  
Thy marvellous handiwork 

and perfect design.
Have Thine own way, Lord! Have 

Thine own way, Lord!
Thou art the Potter, I am the clay;

Mould me and make me after  
Thy will,

While I am waiting, yielded  
and still.

Ebinez Jezreel  
is a medical student pursuing 

his MBBS at Shridevi Institute 
of Medical Sciences and 

Research Hospital, Tumkur, 
Karnataka.
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PRAYER
Avinash Singh

A praying Christian recognises his utter dependence on God.

We live in a world 
where everyone – 
rich or poor, literate 

or illiterate, child, youth or the 
elderly – is a part of an activity 
called ‘communication’. Today 
millions are communicating 
through mobile networks, in-
ternet or different social apps, 
which help us to communicate 
with known as well 
as unknown people 
around the world.

Why is 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
so important for 
our life? God has 
designed us in such a manner 
that we cannot live in isolation. 
Many who earlier lived in joint 
families later opted for nuclear 
families. Although the modern 
communication gadgets and 
the social media have created 
a physical ‘barrier’ between us, 
our inherent nature to connect 
with one another seems to be 
still intact! 

The Oxford dictionary defines 
communication as ‘exchange 
of information or connection 
between places’. The irony is, 
we communicate with everyone 

– known and unknown people – 
except with God!

The greatest channel of com-
munication that God has given 
for us to be in touch with Him 
is prayer.

What Is Prayer?
Prayer is the medium through 

which man can petition, praise, 
give thanks and 
confess to God. Prayer 
can be individual or 
corporate, audible or 
silent.

Prayer is not a 
means to manipulate God, but 
an opportunity to give God the 
praise and thanks He deserves. 
Through prayer we call upon 
God for our daily needs and 
those of others. One of the as-
pects of the ‘model’ prayer that 
Jesus taught His disciples is that 
God’s will be done on earth (in 
our lives) as it is done in His 
kingdom (heaven).

Who Can Pray?
According to the Bible, our 

relationship with God was sev-
ered when the first humans dis-
obeyed God in the Garden of 
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Eden. This separation brought 
spiritual death to the entire hu-
man race, making it impossible 
for us to relate and commune 
with God. To restore that bro-
ken relationship, God, the Fa-
ther-Creator, had only one op-
tion: to send His Son into this 
world as a man – the Man Christ 
Jesus – and take upon Him the 
death penalty for our sin to sat-
isfy His just requirement, so that 
those who believe in Jesus and 
invite Him into their hearts as 
their Saviour can be reconciled 
with God (1Tim.2:5-6;2Cor.5:17-
18;Rom.6:23). This sacrificial act 
of God in Christ to restore our 
broken relationship with Him 
is the only basis on which ev-
ery willing recipient of this gift 
(of God’s grace) can claim the 
right to be called a child of God 
with the wonderful privilege of 
asking and receiving from Him 
(Matt.7:7-11;Jn.1:12; 2Cor.9:14-
15). 

Therefore, only those whom 
God has given the right to be 
called His children because 
they have received God’s gift 
by faith, can pray to Him. No 
wonder, Jesus began with the 
words ‘Our Father’ when He 
taught His disciples to pray to 
the Father in heaven. 

Why Should We Pray?
Here are some of the reasons 

which encourage us to talk and 
listen to God daily.

God is our Creator. As hu-
mans, we are conscious about 
our physical, mental and spiri-
tual limitations. We also believe 
that the God who created us is 
omnipotent, omniscient and 
omnipresent – infinitely greater 
than all His creations – and is 
worthy of all praise.

God is the Planner of our 
lives. He is not only our Cre-
ator, He is also the Planner of 
our lives. He knew us even 
before we were born, and He 
knows our past, present and 
future. God has given us a free-
will, but sadly, we sometimes 
misuse the freedom and make 
foolish and wrong choices. 
Because we give little time to 
commune with Him, we fail 
to know His plans for us. In 
Jeremiah 29:11 we read about 
God’s great plans for us, “For I 
know the plans I have for you,” 
says the Lord, “They are plans 
for good and not for disaster, to 
give you a future and a hope.”

God longs to communicate 
with us daily. God likes to listen 
to His children and, as a friend, 
wants to guide us in every step 
we take in life. He longs for an 
intimate relationship with His 
redeemed children and keeps 
the line of communication open 
24x7. When God wanted to 
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reveal His glorious plans for the 
Israelites, He said to the prophet 
Jeremiah, “Call to Me and I will 
answer you and tell you great 
and unsearchable things you do 
not know” (33:3,6-9).

Prayer is God’s gift to us; He 
gave it to us so that we ask and 
receive from Him, not only for 
ourselves but also for the others 
– our family, community, the 
society we live in and our rulers. 
The purpose of intercession is 
that all (even our rulers) may 
receive God’s salvation and 
truth and live in peace (Php.4:6; 
Jas.5:15; 1Tim.2:1-6; 1Pet. 3:12). 
After King Solomon finished 
building the temple of the 
Lord, God told him that He 
had heard his prayers and had 
chosen the temple for Himself 
as a temple for sacrifices. The 
Lord further told Solomon that 

He would heal the plague- and 
drought-affected land if His 
people humbled themselves and 
prayed to Him in the temple (2 
Chr.7:11-16).

When we, who are God’s 
temple (2Cor.6:16b-18), pray 
for our friends, relatives and 
even those whom we do not 
know, God blesses us as well 
as them (Job.42.10;Pro.15:8; 
Jas.5:16).

Conclusion
A praying Christian recognises 

his utter dependence on 
God. Worldly knowledge can 
deceive us into believing in and 
depending on ourselves rather 
than on God.

Avinash Singh 
is Assistant Presbyter, Sipri 

CNI Church, Jhansi, U.P.
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Science. He lives in 
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noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 

BELIEVERSWEDDING.COM
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SHOWERS OF BLESSING
Vimal R. Ram

Do we count the blessings our precious Lord bestows on us?

How often we sing this 
beautiful hymn – 
There shall be showers of 

blessing / This is the promise of love 
/ There shall be seasons refreshing / 
Sent from the Saviour above...!

But do we ever make an 
attempt to fathom the depth of 
these lyrics, if indeed we are able 
to do it? The refrain after every 
verse, “Count your blessings, 
name them one by one,” 
prompts us to say, “Thank you, 
Lord, for every blessing!”Do we 
count the blessings our precious 
Lord bestows on us? We do 
enjoy the blessings, but in the 
abundance of these blessings, 
we seem to forget the Giver of 
the blessings. “I desire, not the 
gifts, but the Giver,” said a great 
man of God, and this statement 
made such an impact on me 
that it keeps following me and 
makes me praise and thank the 
Lord for everything He does for 
me every hour, every day, and 
makes me adore and love my 
Redeemer more and more. 

A Thankful Heart
Once in San Diego, California, 

a wonderful man of God said, 
in the course of his message, 
“When I get up in the morning, 
I spend the first two hours of 

the day thanking the Lord for 
each and everything He did for 
me.” I just kept looking at his 
face when he said this and knew 
that he was telling the truth. 
The divine glow, happiness and 
satisfaction on his face were 
evidences of this daily practice 
of this man of God. I began to 
examine myself, “How much 
do I thank the Lord? The Lord 
keeps doing something or the 
other with every chime of time. I 
should also thank Him for each 
shower of blessing, with every 
breath of my life.” If only we 
acknowledge these showers of 
blessing and thank and praise 
Him for them, then our Lord 
will never have to say to us, “But 
where are the nine?” Only one 
of them (a Samaritan) returned 
at once to the Lord, glorifying 
God in a loud voice, and falling 
at Jesus’ feet, thanked Him for 
his healing (Lk.17:17-18).

Showers of blessing, not 
droplets, and seasons refreshing; 
He keeps sending them from 
heaven above because He loves 
us so. Oh that we also thank 
Him enough, so much so that 
we hear Him say in the depths 
of our hearts, “I am well pleased 
with you!” I love this verse 
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where King David says, “Bless 
the Lord, O my soul, and all 
that is within me bless His holy 
name.” He makes everything in 
him, from head to toes, to thank 
and bless the Lord. Doesn’t 1 
Thessalonians 5:18 also tell us, 
rather exhort us, “In everything 
give thanks, for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus concerning 
you.” As prayer-warriors, we 
obey our Lord who said, “Men 
ought always to pray and not to 
faint” (Lk.18:1); but our prayers, 
supplications and intercessions 
are also to be made known to God 
with thanksgiving (Php.4:6).

Count Your Blessings
Showers of blessing! They are 

so many that we cannot keep 
track of them or remember 
them. Shall we just take a glance 
at them? We take some of them 
for granted and don’t count 
them as showers of His blessing. 
Let us begin with God. After all, 
He is the first in everything, and 
everything begins with God. 
He is the great I Am, the Alpha 
and the Omega, who is and 
who was and who is to come. 
We, His children, do not have 
to seek Him, for we have come 
to know Him, and knowing 
Him is life eternal (Jn.17:3). The 
Bible says, “The fool has said 
in his heart, ‘There is no God’.” 
This is an abominable iniquity. 
Is it not the grace of God (and 
the biggest shower of blessing) 

that we know Him, the only true 
God?

The next greatest shower of 
blessings is our God’s marvel-
lous creation, the heavens with 
its blue canopy from one end of 
the horizon to the other – the sun, 
the moon, the stars and hosts of 
heavenly galaxies. The beautiful 
and all-sufficient earth made for 
us to live upon, with all its flora 
and fauna and natural wealth 
and bounty. If we take a close 
look at these wonderful works 
of His hands, we will say with 
King David, “What is man that 
you are mindful of him?” and 
will begin to thank Him and 
sing in adoration, “How great 
Thou art!” 

We, God’s ‘supreme’ creation, 
have been made fearfully, 
wonderfully and marvellously 
in His own image and likeness 
(Psa.139:14). Could any other 
shower of blessing be superior 
to this? And the crowning 
glory of this blessing is that He 
desires, longs and loves to be 
in fellowship and communion 
with man. He visited Adam and 
Eve daily in the Garden of Eden. 
Later on, the Tabernacle and 
the Temples were made from 
where He communed with man. 
He kept visiting and speaking 
to them in diverse manner in 
times past, and in these last 
days spoke to us through Jesus. 
God loved us so much that He 
sent His only begotten Son Jesus 
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to open and prepare a way for 
our salvation, thus regaining 
the lost paradise (due to man’s 
sin) for us. Those of us who 
have tasted and accepted this 
gift of salvation know what this 
magnificent shower of blessing 
means, for it saved us from the 
hell fire reserved for Satan and 
his angels, and is taking us to 
heaven to be with our Lord for 
evermore.

Apart from these celestial 
showers of blessing, there are so 
many that each person receives 
in his/her daily life – His pro-
visions, protection, needs being 
met, a very present help in trou-
ble, our refuge and strength, 
who satisfies us with good 

things and crowns our years 
with His goodness and mercies. 

As I conclude, let me add one 
more shower of blessing: the 
promise of His second coming, 
without which everything will 
become useless and meaningless. 
Jesus will come again with His 
angels on clouds and we shall be 
caught up with our Lord in the air 
to be with Him in heavenly places 
for evermore (1Thes.4:15-18)! Are 
you blessed with God’s showers 
of blessing?

Vimal R. Ram 
 is a retired lecturer living 

in  Chattisgarh.
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of the furnace untouched by the 
fire, not even its smell, the God 
of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-
nego, our God, was greatly glori-
fied. When our faith in the living 
God gives us the courage to de-
clare “but if not…”, God proves 
His unmistakable power in ways 
beyond our imagination.

The Crown Of Life
So, come what may, let us go 

ahead fearlessly, ready to lay 
our lives if need be, so that the 
name of our Lord is glorified in 
our land of idol worshippers. 
Let us love the Lord our God 

with all our heart and soul and 
mind. Let us know Him well and 
be confident that He is able to 
keep what we have committed 
unto Him against that day. And, 
whatever may be the situation, 
we shall be able to say, “But if 
not…! I shall be faithful to Him 
unto death…” and we shall find 
the lover of our soul, the Lord 
Jesus, waiting for us with the 
crown of life at the pearly gates 
of heaven! Hallelujah!

Dr. (Mrs.) Vimal R. Ram 
is a retired lecturer living in  

Chattisgarh.
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SO NEAR, YET SO FAR
Suresh Manoharan

Sometimes in our 
Christian sojourn, can 
we (God’s children) be 

far away from the very One we 
owe our physical and spiritual 
lives to, even though we may 
be mistakenly thinking we are 
close to Him? Are there Biblical 
examples of some souls who 
were “so close, yet so far from 
Him”? Yes. I would like to train 
the spotlight on some of them, 
even while gleaning lessons 
which are very much applicable 
to God’s people of the 21st 
century.

Tree 
Then the man and his wife 

heard the sound of the Lord God 
as He was walking in the garden 
in the cool of the day, and they 
hid from the Lord God among 
the trees of the garden. But the 
Lord God called to the man, 
“Where are you?” He answered, 
“I heard You in the garden, 
and I was afraid because I was 
naked; so I hid” (Gen.3:8-10).

After the tragic fall, were the 
very first children of God in the 
revealed Biblical history well 
within the ear-shot distance 
(hiding behind the trees) of hear-
ing the words of their Father so 

as to have a brief dialogue with 
Him when He came to fellow-
ship with them that calamitous 
day? Yes. But were Adam and 
Eve emotionally and spiritually 
close to Him as before? No. Till 
that sad, sad day had they not 
felt spiritually ‘secure’ in His 
presence, whenever the Lord 
came into that ‘Little Paradise’ 
(Eden Garden) to fellowship 
with them? Oh yes, so much so 
they may have actually come 
running to Him in the manner a 
loved child comes running into 
the presence of a doting Dad re-
turning home after a long inter-
national tour!

So what really happened? 
What did they ‘lose’ now to 
feel spiritually ‘so distant’ and 
thereby ‘insecure’ in the very 
presence of their Eternal Bene-
factor?

To understand this  subject  
more clearly, we need to under-
stand how the Final Adam (the 
Son of God – 1Cor.15:45; Lk.3:38) 
began His earthly ministry. No 
other issue was more close to His 
heart than this. “Later on, after 
John was arrested, Jesus went 
into Galilee, where He preached 
God’s Good News. ‘The time 
promised by God has come at 
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last!’ He announced. ‘The king-
dom of God is near! Repent of 
your sins and believe the good 
news!’” (Mk.1:14-15).

What is that kingdom of God? 
Was this a reference to heaven or 
the millennial kingdom? No, not 
at all, for they contextually were 
not ‘near’ to His audience at that 
point of time in terms of time or 
space. Let Scripture (Rom.14:17 
ESV) explain the Scripture. “The 
kingdom of God is righteous-
ness, peace and joy of the Holy 
Spirit.” Look at the amazing se-
quencing of words in the Holy 
Spirit-inspired Scripture. It is 
said that in Scripture, ‘B’ never 
comes before ‘A’ or ‘C’ before 
‘B’. It is righteousness first, fol-
lowed by peace and joy of the 
Holy Spirit, and not the other 
way around. And what exact-
ly is righteousness, if it is not 
right relationship or standing 
with God? Oh yes, dear friends, 
Adam and Eve having lost the 
right relationship with God sub-
sequently lost out on peace and 
joy of the Holy Spirit too, which 
they presumably possessed.

The kingdom of God Jesus is 
referring to in His maiden ser-
mon, as it were, is that precious 
right relationship with God 
(from which would stem peace 
and joy of the Holy Spirit) that 
the final Adam came to restore 
between the Creator and the 

fallen descendants of the Adam-
ic race who from birth inherit 
that same sin-marred nature. 
And how is that relationship 
restored? There is no way other 
than by repentance (Acts 2:38).

So readers, are we among that 
lot, who are from birth regular 
church-goers, regular partici-
pants in church activities, yet 
far from the Head of the church 
(Col.1:18), having never entered 
into a right relationship with 
Him by way of genuine repen-
tance? Time for introspection.

Tent
“And the people of Israel 

also wept again and said, ‘Oh 
that we had meat to eat! We re-
member the fish we ate in Egypt 
that cost nothing, the cucumbers, 
the melons, the leeks, the on-
ions, and the garlic. But now our 
strength is dried up, and there is 
nothing at all but this manna to 
look at’” (Num.11:4-5).

How far was the presence of 
the Lord (Exo.13:21-22) from the 
tent-dwelling Israelites during 
their journey towards the Prom-
ised Land from Egypt? Close 
enough for them to see it at 
any time. But were their hearts 
one with that of their Eternal 
Benefactor who had not only 
redeemed them from their cru-
el Egyptian bondage, but was 
day-in and day-out providing 
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for their needs? No. Otherwise 
there would not be any grum-
bling or complaining. Our love 
for God is directly proportional 
to our humble acceptance of the 
circumstances He, in His sover-
eign wisdom, has placed us in, 
even if it were the cross itself!

Are you complaining about 
cross-bearing despite having the 
perpetual joy of the Holy Spirit 
in your heart? 
It’s time to take 
out the spiritual 
compass and get 
back the right 
spiritual bearings 
by ‘repentance’ 
(Psa.119:59 TLB)? 
Rick Warren, the 
author of Purpose Driven Life, 
once stated, “Christian life not 
only begins with repentance, it is 
also sustained by repentance.” 

Temple
“Now the tax collectors and 

sinners were all drawing near 
to hear Him. And the Pharisees 
and the scribes grumbled, say-
ing, ‘This man receives sinners 
and eats with them.’ So He told 
them this parable” (Lk.15:1-3).

It is correctly said in connec-
tion with Bible exposition that 
a text without context is a pre-
text. Oh how often is our per-
spective distorted when we try 
to understand the true intention 

behind our Lord narrating the 
three Lost and Found parables 
(Lk.15), among which the most 
popular is The Prodigal Son! 

Did Jesus want to bring out 
the importance of only repen-
tance in this parable? No way! 
He wanted the ones who pri-
ma-facie work zealously day-in 
and day-out right inside God’s 
Temple (the Pharisees and the 

Scribes) to grasp 
how distant they 
can be from God’s 
heart and its pri-
orities, as sadly 
personified by the 
c o n t e m p t u o u s , 
hard-hearted at-
titude of the ‘righ-

teous’ elder son (Lk.15:25-32). 
This elder son never left the 
father’s house, but was miles 
adrift in matters of properly un-
derstanding the father and his 
primary priorities!

Let it be said, “He who hates 
his brother (whom the heavenly 
Father has accepted) is a mur-
derer at heart” (1Jn.3:15); even 
he is ministering right inside the 
temple.

Team
“Then Jesus replied, ‘Have I 

not chosen you, the Twelve? Yet 
one of you is a devil!’” (Jn.6:70).

Now Judas was always, so 
to speak, rubbing shoulders 

 
 

Our love for God is 
directly proportional to 

our humble acceptance of 
the circumstances He, in 

His sovereign wisdom, has 
placed us in, even if it were 

the cross itself!
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with Jesus, but where was his 
heart? On money obviously 
(Jn.12:6;Lk.22:3-5)! If to Adam 
and Eve benefits of eating the 
forbidden mattered more than 
right relationship with their 
Creator, if to most of the travel-
ling Jews (en-route to Canaan) 
spicy and tasty fare meant more 
than their Redeemer, if to hard-
core Law-teachers the mechani-
cal adherence to it mattered 
more than a love-laced right re-
lationship with the Giver of the 
Law (from which would emerge 
justice, mercy and faithfulness – 
Matt.23:23), then to Judas mon-
ey appealed more than the Sav-
iour. 

Now welcome to the OT 
counter part of ‘betrayer’ Judas, 
Ahithophel the betrayer (may 
not be as well-known as Judas, 
but just as devious – Psa.55:12-
14), who too was in the ‘team’ 
of Jesus’ ancestor King David 
in the capacity of a counsellor 
(1Chr.27:33;15:12). If, for Judas, 
money mattered more than the 
Saviour, then for Judas’ ‘fore-
runner’ revenge against the 
anointed king (being  Bathsheba’s 
grandfather, Ahithophel had a 
grouse against David because of 
latter’s immoral dalliance with 
her – 2Sam.11:3;23:34) mattered 
more than right relationship 
with the wonderful Counsellor 
stemming from implicit 
obedience to His statute, “Do 

not take the Law into your 
hands, it is for the Lord to 
avenge” (Lev.19:18; Deut.32:35). 
What was the eventual tragic 
result of taking law into his own 
hands, rebelling against the 
Lord’s anointed? Tragic suicide 
by way of hanging, a la Judas 
(2Sam.17:23;Matt.27:5).

Testaments
Are you carrying the Bible in 

your hands always, or whenever 
possible? Good. Is the Bible 
always with you, being part of 
your smartphone now? Better. 
But please do not settle for good 
or better; instead go for the 
best, a la David. “I have stored 
up Your word in my heart that 
I might not sin against You” 
(Psa.119:11).

Thanks to introduction of 
chapters and verses in the Bible 
(courtesy Stephen Langton in 
the 13th century and Robert 
Estienne in the 15th century), 
Christians seem to have lost the 
art of memorising the Scriptures 
and constantly meditating upon 
it (Psa.1:2). Yes, chapters and 
verses would help us refer the 
Scripture portions easily. But 
nothing quite like memorising 
and chewing upon it, which 
would eventually facilitate 
obedience to it with the help of 
the ever-abiding, in-dwelling 
Holy Spirit; for what use is 
the ‘nearness of the word’ (in 
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printed or digital form) if it is 
not being adhered to with love? 
(Matt.7:21;2Jn.1:6 NLT).

So, dear friends, more than 
just saying we are near to the 
Lord, let us, through our lives 
of constant obedience to Him in 
all matters, exemplify that truth 
and obtain the witness thereof 

from the Father Himself, “This is 
My Son, whom I love; with Him 
I am well pleased” (Matt.3:17).
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For the love of our souls, 
Christ battled against 
all the forces of Satan 

in the Garden of Gethsemane. 
The agony in the Garden was 
totally unlike the agony of 
Adam when God shunned him 
away from the Garden of Eden. 
There, man was made to live 
by the sweat of his brow as a 
penalty for his sins, but here, 
Christ the second Adam chose 
to die by the sweat of His brow 
shed as blood for the penalty 
of our sins. So great was the 
burden He was asked to carry 
for our sake, so great was the 
love He cherished for our souls; 
but the purchase was too costly, 
He paid it by His blood. Thus 
the Garden of Gethsemane 
‘witnessed’ the bloodshed on 
His brow, a battle where blood 
was shed for our cause, a battle 
against all the forces of Satan!

The Agonising Prayer
Mark 14:32-41 enumerates 

how Jesus prayed and asked 
the disciples to keep watch 
with Him in prayer because 
the time was nearing for the 

THE BLOODSHED  
ON HIS BROW!

Susan Ann Samuel
Jesus wants the same relationship with us that He enjoyed with 

Adam and Eve before the Fall.

cost of His purchase. In great 
sorrow, ‘overwhelmed to the 
point of death’, He fell to the 
ground asking His Father to let 
the cup of suffering pass from 
Him if it was possible, and 
then completely surrendered to 
God’s will. Christ, being wholly 
human and wholly divine, felt 
the intensity of paradoxical 
pain. He knew that the physical 
pain He endured as a human 
would soon be followed by the 
unimaginable agony He would 
suffer when the sin of humanity 
would be laid on Him. The 
emotional pain He had to endure 
as the Son of God, waging war 
against hell and all its powers, 
weighed on Him yet again with 
a deeper agony to fulfil the plan 
preserved from the creation 
for reconciling man with God.
Surrender to God’s will was 
what Christ opted for, all for the 
love of our souls! 

The first time when Christ 
came back to His disciples 
after praying, He was indeed 
saddened to see them sleeping. 
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But He woke them up and told 
them, “The spirit is willing, 
yet the body is weak” – a  
revelation of what happens 
when we indulge in spiritual 
warfare. The second time when 
He came, He found them still 
sleeping, but went to pray for 
the third time without waking 
them up, forgiving them for 
their ignorance of the gravity 
of what was to happen soon. 
When the Master came back 
to His disciples the third time 
from prayer, He woke them 
up and revealed His passion to 
them. He was ready! The battle 
resulting in the bloodshed on 
His brow was won; now all that 
awaited Him was the execution 
of God’s sovereign plan through 
which He chose to let His Son, 
free from any guilt, die so as to 
let us who are guilty live! What 
a great Saviour!

Luke, being a physician, 
notifies the bloodshed of His 
brow in Luke 22:44, “And being 
in anguish, He prayed more 
earnestly, and His sweat was 
like drops of blood falling to 
the ground.” Drops of blood? 
Yes, medical science specifies 
this condition as hematidrosis, 
a condition in which the blood 
vessels that surround the 
sweat glands dilate, making 
the skin very tender whereby 
blood flows along with sweat. 

This happens very rarely and 
only in great emotional stress 
or excruciating agony! In the 
Garden of Gethsemane, Christ 
endured the most excruciating 
pain physically, emotionally 
and spiritually. So costly was the 
purchase of our souls. He was 
not willing to give us away. Jesus 
wanted the same relationship 
with us that He enjoyed with 
Adam and Eve before the Fall. 
This was His plan ever since the 
creation!

Becoming Like Christ
How precious to us is our 

relationship with Jesus Christ? 
When we face the conflict of 
emotions within us, do we 
take it to the Lord in prayer 
and ask His counsel? It is okay 
to let God know how we feel, 
like how Christ made known 
how He felt when He asked 
God to take the cup away, if it 
was possible. But, ultimately, 
do we sincerely surrender to 
His will just like Christ did in 
the Garden of Gethsemane? 
Sometimes, our hearts become 
the battleground where God and 
Satan fight. Would we not be as 
zealous as God is for His honour 
(Num.25:10-13)? Phinehas, son 
of Eleazer, the son of Aaron, was 
a man whose zeal for the honour 
of the Lord armed him with the 
sincerity of ‘no compromise’. 
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Such zeal secured him a special 
place in God’s heart and God 
made an everlasting covenant 
of peace with him. The same 
everlasting covenant of peace is 
ensured to us when we live true 
to the Gospel. Thus the Holy 
Spirit in us ensures us the peace 
of God and we start living by 
being zealous as God is for His 
honour. That’s how God wants 
us to live this life. 

When we live such a life we 
become in the likeness of our 
Saviour. After all, isn’t that what 
every Christian believer should 
strive for? Such a life gives us 
the supernatural strength to do 
the will of God, even when our 
friends betray us (Lk.22:48) as 
when Christ was betrayed by 
Judas; when our closest com-
panions say they don’t know 
us (Lk.22:57) as when Peter dis-
owned Jesus; when the people 
to whom we were kind say 
they don’t want us any more 
(Lk.23:18) as when the crowds 
cried “crucify Him!”; when those 
in power mock us (Lk.23:11) as 
when Herod and his soldiers rid-
iculed Christ; when even those 
who profess to be in the service 
of the Lord scornfully demand 
an answer to know the cause for 
which we live (Jn.18:19) as when 
the High Priest questioned Jesus 
scornfully; when the authorities 

wash their hands off our case 
(Matt.27:24) as when Pilate did 
with Christ, or when we’re bru-
tally persecuted (Matt.27:30) as 
when Christ was crucified. Yet 
in all this, our belief in the blood 
on His brow, His death and res-
urrection, should remind us of 
the grace we inherit, the victory 
He has won for us and the love 
that holds us firmly in His arms. 
This knowledge and belief give 
us the confidence that in Christ 
we belong to God, and God 
alone!

“For we do not wrestle 
against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of 
the darkness of this age, against 
spiritual hosts of wickedness 
in the heavenly places” 
(Eph.6:12). 

In the spiritual journey of our 
lives, we may have to witness 
the bloodiest battles being won 
when we’re on our knees. There 
might be times when we would 
be alone in prayer, feeling 
that God is far away. But take 
courage! Remember the blood, 
shed on Jesus’ brow! May the 
life we live be for His glory, and 
His alone!

Susan Ann Samuel  
is a first year student 
in Govt. Law College, 

Trivandrum. 
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WHO IS MY NEIGHBOUR?
Vivek Salins

Our perfect example of a loving and caring neighbour is God.

God visited this earth 
about 2000 years ago, 
choosing the womb of 

a virgin named Mary to be born 
as a human. God also chose two 
specific names for Himself and 
revealed those names as Immanu-
el and Jesus, meaning God with us 
and Saviour (Isa.7:14;Matt.1:21). 
The story of the Bible, from 
Genesis to Revelation, is based 
on these two wonderful names! 
From the time Adam and Eve 
lost God’s companionship in the 
Paradise by their wilful disobe-
dience, He has been striving to 
win back their descendants – all 
of humanity – who were born in 
sin, spiritually dead, but physi-
cally and socially alive.

An expert in religious law, 
wanting to test Jesus’ knowl-
edge, asked Him, “What must 
I do to inherit eternal life?” To 
help him answer his own ques-
tion, the Lord asked him, “What 
is written in the Law? How do 
you read it?” His answer re-
vealed that he correctly under-
stood that the law demanded 
total devotion to God and love 
for one’s neighbour. Then Jesus 
told him, “Do this and you will 
live.” 

Not quite satisfied with the 
answer, and to justify himself, 
the expert in religious law 
asked Jesus, “And who is my 
neighbour?” Jesus answered 
that question with an illustration 
(which is well known as The 
Parable of the Good Samaritan) 
and then asked him, “Which of 
these three do you think was a 
neighbour to the man who fell 
into the hands of robbers?” The 
parable helped the law expert 
answer his own question, 
saying, “The Samaritan who 
had mercy on the wounded and 
dying traveller was a neighbour 
to him.” The man from Samaria 
became the traveller’s saviour.

This parable illustrates the 
fallen condition of the entire 
humanity, which is desperately 
in need of divine intervention.
The Good Samaritan, who 
helped the wounded and dying 
man by giving him first-aid, and 
then arranged for his medical 
treatment at his own expense, 
is a picture of Jesus Christ and 
the purpose for which He came 
into this sin-scarred world. He 
declared, “I have come that they 
(all of us who are spiritually 
dead as the result of sin-inflicted 
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wounds) may have life and have 
it to the full” (Jn.10:10). Had it not 
been for the good Samaritan who 
cared, the traveller would have bled 
to death. Had it not been for Jesus 
Christ who came to our rescue, we 
would all have died in our sins and 
our souls would have languished in 
the lake of fire forever! 

God has revealed Himself to 
the world through His Son Jesus 
Christ and has opened the way 
for us to enter into a personal, 
loving and eternal relationship with 
Himself (Jn.10:7-10;14:6).

Everyone of us can experience 
a loving relationship with 
God, provided we receive 
Jesus Christ as our Saviour 
and make Him the Lord of 
our lives. Just as the victim in 
Jesus’ parable was half dead, 
all of us in this world are half 
dead (physically and mentally 

alive, but spiritually dead – 
separated from God). We are 
in desperate need of help from 
someone who can make us 
spiritually alive and give us 
eternal life. And that someone 
is Jesus, whose name means 
Saviour (Matt.1:21;Jn.11:25-26).

Jesus prayed thus to His 
heavenly Father, “And this is 
the way to have eternal life – to 
know You, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ, the one You 
sent to earth” (Jn.17:3). 

When we are totally devoted 
to God and share a loving 
relationship with Him, we begin 
sharing His love with those 
around us – our neighbours. 

Vivek Salins  
lives in Thane.
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THE FIVE MARKS
Cyril Georgeson

Word and The World

When Moses was going 
up the mountain, he 
was told to go up with 

two tablets. He mentioned this to 
his brother Aaron and then went 
off and swallowed two vitamin 
tablets in preparation for his 
journey. In the meanwhile, his 
brother hurried to the nearby 
gadget store and purchased a 
Nexus Android tablet and an 
Apple iPad for Moses to carry 
with him. He was not sure which 
tablet God would prefer. Well, in 
the Bible it says that he actually 
carried two stone tablets! Does 
all this sound absurd?

The meaning of the word ‘tab-
let’ depends on the era and the 
corresponding context. When 
we go to a medical professional 
we understand ‘tablet’ one way 
and when we go to an electron-
ic mall we understand it in a 
different way – without confu-
sion. Most of us may not even 
have seen a stone tablet, but 
that is what Moses carried up 

with him to his meeting place 
with God.

Missions
Now let’s look at another com-

monly used word—‘mission’. 
Depending on the context, its 
meaning changes. ‘Mission Im-
possible’ is a movie; ‘Mission 
Station’ is a place; ‘mission state-
ment’ is about purpose while 
‘mission’ by itself is a task. Now, 
what comes to your mind when 
you hear the word ‘mission’ 
in the Christian context? It’s 
quite likely to be some mission-
ary travelling long distances to 
hard-to-reach places, very likely 
rural, to share the good news 
about Jesus! This could have 
been a suitable understanding 
in the 1970s, but we need to ask 
ourselves whether this is true 
now in the early part of the 21st 
century.

The world has changed and so 
also should the means by which 
we engage with the world. 
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How does the lordship of Jesus 
manifest in the lives of His 
disciples in this time and era? 
We live at a time when upwards 
of 30 percent of our country 
now live in urban centres and 
the number is only steeply 
increasing. In some regions 
urbanisation is accelerated 
by the creation of greenfield 
(brand new) cities and (the now 
watered down proposal of) 
smart cities. The New Climate 
Economy Report by The Global 
Commission on the Economy 
and Climate says that 40 percent 
of the population in India will 
be in cities by 2031. Urban air 
pollution is projected to be the 
top environmental cause of 
premature death by 2050.

Surely, it’s time that the church 
revisits the way ‘missions’ are 
understood. The traditional 
understanding of missions was 
mostly evangelism and engag-
ing in social concerns like lit-
eracy programmes, medical aid, 
irrigation etc., usually in rural 
settings. How would ‘mission’ 
look in a country where her citi-
zens are mostly in cities? What 
about the effects resulting from 
this rural to urban migration? 
Do we need to be a voice articu-
lating the need for justice in the 
context of growing economic 
inequalities in urban clusters? 

What should the church do 
when the rich build their castles 
on the back of corruption and 
the exploitation of the urban 
poor?

We have to confess that 
evangelicals have often been 
silent and indifferent to the  
issues that the nation has been 
facing. Only sections of the 
church have responded to the 
issues of injustice and exploita-
tion. But we need a more robust 
answer which is broadlyem-
braced by the bride of Christ. 
We can have that only after we 
properly understand what the 
‘mission’ of the church is in the 
current context.

The Five Marks
Dr.Christopher Wright, a well-

known Bible scholar who is also 
familiar with India, quotes a 
declaration of the ‘five marks of 
mission’ by the Anglican Com-
munion—evangelism, teach-
ing/discipleship, compassion, 
justice, creation care.

As one would quickly reckon, 
of the five, the Indian church has 
mostly focused on three—evan-
gelism, teaching and compas-
sion; and rightly so; it was the 
area of urgency for the times. 
But, now things have changed 
– and changed it has. So, now 
we need to consider how we 
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would engage in a holistic mis-
sion which would also include 
justice and creation care.

We can thus group ‘evan-
gelism and teaching’ as our 
responsibility in building the 
church. ‘Compassion and jus-
tice’ should be the engagement 
of the redeemed community 
with society. Finally, we should 
not allow the naturalist environ-
mentalist steal the stewardship 
of creation from us – even seem-
ingly so. ‘Creation care’ was en-
trusted to us in the first chapter 
of the Bible itself.

There cannot be any doubt 
that all of these marks are deeply 
rooted in Scripture. We need to 

ensure that through these, as 
a saved community, we show 
forth the lordship of Jesus, under 
whom we and all these unite. 
As much as we cannot live with 
an outdated understanding of 
tablets, we cannot do so with 
missions and be relevant in the 
modern world. It would be 
absurd to not allow ‘mission’ to 
take into consideration the era 
in which we live.

Cyril Georgeson  
serves with InterServe and 

resides in Mumbai.

A Christian retreat centre, just a few kms away from
Mumbai, set in the natural landscape of Badlapur.

Ideal for conducting retreats, trainings, conferences &
meetings.
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FATHERS!
Oby Cherian

“Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger and  
resentment” (Eph.6:4 Amp)

NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

What I am about to 
narrate actually hap-
pened a few years 

ago. 
A renowned surgeon was be-

ing laid to rest. One eulogy fol-
lowed upon another in a steady 
flow of approval. When his 
son’s turn came to speak—that 
smooth flowing stream was 
disrupted as though a boulder 
were thrown in its path.

“You might think my father 
was a great man and all that,” 
he began. “But I have never re-
ally known him. To me he was 
always a distant, frightening 
figure. When we were children, 
one stern look from him would 
make our hearts cringe within 
us.”

I can identify with both the 
father and his son, because I 
have been both and seen things 
from both sides. Indeed a 
father’sresponsibility is an awe-
some one, and if I had my life to 
live over again I would do many 
things differently.

A child, especially during the 
first seven years of life, needs 
lot of praise and encourage-
ment. They need to know that 
they are unique with God giv-
en abilities. They need to know 
that their significance comes 
from being a child of God and 
they are precious in His sight. 
They need to know that we 
love them not because of what 
they can do, but because of 
who they are. The home is the 
only place where they have a 
chance to experience uncondi-
tional love.

I know there are books that first 
came out in the late seventies 
advocating harsh discipline for 
children, including corporal 
punishment. I think some of 
these books have done great 
harm. Punishment is often an 
easy way out for parents. It 
appears to be easier than sitting 
down and talking to the erring 
child. But I must warn you that it 
can do great damage, especially 
when it involves physical pain.
Children may take home the 
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message that violence is the 
way to get things done. Years 
later, when they are in positions 
of authority, this attitude can 
seriously affect the people 
around them. On the other hand, 
they can shrivel up and become 
timid and insecure individuals, 
lacking the confidence that they 
need to face the world. A poor 
self-image that they acquire 
during that vulnerable age can 
take a lifetime to correct. Pain is 
only a means to convey a lesson 
and not and end by itself.

Punishment should be used 
rarely, and physical punishment 
very rarely (even for the boys!).
It also depends on the child—
each one is different, and some 
are more sensitive than others. It 
should not be done in anger and 
the child should understand why 
he or she is being reprimanded.
Words can hurt just as badly 
as rods and sticks. A child who 
is told often enough that he is 
‘good for nothing’ may actually 
come to believe that about 
himself.

“The one who spares his rod 
hates his child, but the one who 
loves his child is diligent in 
disciplining him” (Prov.13:24 
NET). Any punishment that 
is given out in anger amounts 
to abuse. On the other hand, 
correction done in love leads 

to training. “Teach children 
how they should live, and they 
will remember it all their life” 
(Prov.22:6 GNT).

Punishment should be bal-
anced by lots of encouragement, 
assurance and praise. Real love 
can never spoil a child. We 
must know that real love is not 
turning on the TV whenever he 
wants or buying him stuff just 
because he throws a tantrum.
Real love thinks more of the 
child and his future than the 
convenience and present ease 
for the parent. Loving discipline 
takes time and is difficult, but it 
is healthy and leaves no scars. 
But harsh discipline may leave 
scars that the child will carry for 
the rest of his life.

I have long since passed the 
stage of being a parent to young 
children, and I now have a little 
grand-daughter I adore. But 
to you young parents, I would 
like to say this. There is no such 
thing as a perfect parent; so, if we 
must err let’s err on the side of 
compassion, kindness and love.

“As a father is kind to his chil-
dren, so the Lord is kind to those 
who honour Him” (Psa.103:13).

I suppose these principles ap-
ply to teachers and guardians 
as well. For that matter, it could 
apply to anyone who deals with 
young children. 
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Let me share a few lines 
from a poem by Dorothy Law 
Nolte.

If a child lives with criticism,  
he learns to condemn. 

If a child lives with fear,  
he learns to be apprehensive 
(fearful). 

If a child lives with ridicule,  
he learns to be shy. 

If a child lives with 
encouragement, he learns to be 
confident. 

If a child lives with praise,  
he learns to be appreciative. 

If a child lives with approval,  
he learns to like himself. 

If a child lives with recognition,  
he learns that it is good to have 
a goal. 

If a child lives with security,  
he learns to have faith in himself 
and in those about him. 

If you live with serenity,  
your child will live with peace 
of mind. 

With what is your child 
living?

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.

LIGHT OF LIFE 56 MARCH 2016

for our sins. For our sins He 
bled and died. Our forgiveness 
was at the cost of His precious life. 
The Father is always waiting 
to embrace His children with a 
forgiving heart.

The truth is that many people 
say they forgive, but they never 
forget. Have you forgiven those 
who have caused the ills and 
hurts in your life and forgotten 
the unpleasant and painful 
experiences? If not, then ask 
God to give you His grace to do 

Swapna Peter  
is working as senior 

HR professional, lives 
in Mumbai 

so. Let us focus on Christ Jesus, 
who has paid a huge price to 
redeem us from our sins, and 
He will help us to forgive and 
forget. 

When our stubborn heart changes 
to a forgiving heart, Jesus Christ is 
glorified in our lives.
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LEADERSHIP LESSONS FROM THE BOOK OF JOSHUA

DISOBEDIENcE TO GOD AND 
TO THE LEADER IS cOSTLY

Vijay Thangaiah

The Lord had very clearly 
told the Israelites to drive 
the Canaanites from out 

of the Promised Land, but we 
read in Joshua 16:10 “And they 
drove not out the Canaanites 
which dwelt in Gezer.”

The following reasons could 
be suggested:
1. They could not because God 

did not deliver them up into 
their hands because of their 
sins. Victory comes when 
there is a life of holiness, and 
defeat comes when there is sin 
in the camp. We cannot pre-
sume on the grace of God and 
say, “Though we are unfaith-
ful, yet He is still faithful.” This 
is not biblical. The passage in 
2 Timothy 2:13 says, “Though 
we are unfaithful, yet He re-
mains true and faithful.” The 
Bible is very clear when it says 
in Psalm 66:18, “If I regard in-
iquity in my heart, the Lord 
will not hear me.” 

2. They were just plain lazy.
 Yes, salvation is a free gift. 

We are not saved by works, 
but we are definitely saved 
unto good works. Even 

though we are free from the 
penalty of sin, there is still a 
judgment for the believer. So 
we cannot be lax and lazy.

3. They were covetous, 
wanting to make use of them 
for their own comforts.

 Perhaps the people of 
Ephraim were guilty of 
this compromise because 
they wanted forced labour-
ers among them.They wanted 
a life of comfort.  How many 
are the Christians today who 
have compromised their faith 
because of the comfort of this 
world. The Bible says in 2 
Tim 4:10 that Demas “loved 
this present world.”

4. They spared them for the 
sake of the tribute they 
received from them.

 This seems to agree with the 
character of the Ephraimites, 
for we read in Hosea 12:8  
“Ephraim boasts, ‘I am very 
rich; I have become wealthy. 
With all my wealth they will 
not find in me any iniquity 
or sin.’”

 We read in 1 Tim 6:10, “For 
the love of money is a root 
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MISSION INDIA THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
Accredited by Asia Theological Association (ATA) 

Post Box: 2, Wadi-P.O. Nagpur – 440023, M.S.

!!ADMISSIONS OPEN!!
Outstanding Features 

 Well qualified and experienced residential faculty.
 A Spacious 32-acre splendid campus with adequate facilities for men 

and women separately.
 Technical courses for all theological students. 
 Individual attention on every student.
 Freedom for spiritual growth.
 Various projects on Community Development. 
 Scholarships for deserving candidates.

Course Eligibility Duration Medium
Certificate in Theology  8th Pass 1 Year Hindi/Marathi
Diploma in Theology 10th Pass 2 Years English
Bachelor of Theology 12th Pass 3 Years English
Master of Divinity Residential & 
Non Residential 

Graduation 
/B.Th.

2/3 Years English

Master of Theology (Missiology) / 
Christian Counseling

M.Div. /B.D. / 
Equivalent.

2/3 Years English

Write for an application and prospectus by sending Rs. 200/- through M.O. to the 
Registrar at the address given below. Last date to receive filled application is May 
15, 2016.

*** For more information contact***
The Registrar Phone: (0712 ) 2500111, Fax :25000193
Mission India Theological Seminary Cell: 08007110209, 0753106517
Khadgaon, Kalambi-Post, Kalmeshwar-Tehsil E-mail: suchetamits@gmail.com
Nagpur-Dist, Maharashtra-441501 Website: www.mits-india.org

Classes commence in the month of June every year.
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Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.

LIGHT OF LIFE 71 MARCH  2016

After two days of just lying 
there in pain, some workers 
found her and put her on a 
makeshift cot and loaded her 
into their jeep and drove 150 
miles over deep rutted roads 
to find a doctor who could 
set the broken bones. But the 
very bumpy ride damaged 
her bones so badly that her 
hip never completely healed. 
He says, “I visited my mother 
in her mud-covered hut 
several weeks after all of this 
happened. I watched as she 
took two bamboo crutches 
that she had made herself, 
and moved from one place 
to another with her feet just 
dragging behind because 
she had lost all feeling in 
them.” He says, “At age 75, 
with a broken hip, unable 
to stand on her own two 
legs, I thought that I made a 
pretty intelligent suggestion. 
I suggested that she retire.” 
He says, “She turned around 
and looked at me and said, 
‘What value is that? If we try 
to preserve this body just a 
few more years and it is not 
being used for God, of what 
value is that?’ So she kept on 
working. She kept on riding 
her donkey to villages until 
she was 93 years old... And 
she continued to tell people 
about Jesus Christ until she 
died at age 95.”

5. Caleb experienced what God 
had promised!

 He climbed the mountains 
and he defeated the giants 
– he claimed his possession. 
The name of the place Caleb 
inherited used to be called 
Kirjatharba (city of the four 
giants). Now it was named 
Hebron (seat of association 
or fellowship). Caleb refused 
to quit until he had obtained 
everything the Lord had for 
him! He refused to stop until 
he had obtained that place of 
fellowship with God.

 Where are you in your 
personal walk with the 
Lord? Have you entered into 
your victory, or are you still 
wandering around in the 
wilderness struggling day 
to day? God has a place of 
peace and power for you, but 
you must be willing to claim 
your possession. It isn’t for 
the faint-hearted, but it is for 
the faith-hearted. 

 Half-hearted Christians are 
faint-hearted Christians, and 
they never learn to conquer 
the giants in their lives.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.

   


(Affiliated to Indian Institute of Missiology) 

 
We offer the following programs in missiology 
 
Residential program  : B.Th and M.Div – for the young men and women 
Evening College  : B.Th and M.Div. – for the lay people 
Extension program  : B.Th and M.Div. – for the cross cultural missionaries 
Modular program  : M.Th. and D.Miss – for the Church and mission leaders 
Distance Education program : B.Th. and M.Div. – offered through churches, missions, and NGOs 

Features : 

 Excellent cross cultural context and exposure 
 Ideal for pastors and missionaries 
 Opportunity for higher level missiological training 
 Partial scholarship available for deserving candidates 
 D.Miss is the college program 
 Campus is also available for any retreat, seminars and camps 

Please apply :       Please call: 

Registrar       044-2-764-5584 
India Graduate School of Missiology    0-944-515-9913 
167, Red Hills Road, IkkaduKandigai   0-994-377-7106 
Tiruvallur, TN 602 021     sjena1700@gmail.com 

of all evil: which while some 
coveted after, they have 
erred from the faith, and 
pierced themselves through 
with many sorrows.”

 Even within the Promised 
Land there remains impor-
tant work to do and battles 
to fight.

When you read the book of 
Judges, you see the cost of this 
disobedience of failing to totally 
take the land, but allowing some 
of the people to remain. As the 
Scripture predicted, they did 
become thorns in their sides, 
and pricks, and they became a 
real problem to them in time to 
come.

If they had the power to 
make the people of Gezer 
forced labourers, they certainly 
had the power to defeat them 
completely, especially because 
Gezer was a city that Joshua had 
already conquered (Josh.10:33; 
12:12).

If the Lord has already given  
us the victory over sin by 
His death on the cross, there 
is no reason to live a life of  
compromise and defeat. Re-
member, in the Christian life 
obedience is not an option.
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We have an exciting curriculum which includes 40 subjects taught by 
anointed men and women of God who walk in the same spirit of faith as 
the faculty’s mentors, Rev. Kenneth E Hagin and Rev. Kenneth W. Hagin.

We invite applications from Born-again Christian young men and women, 
Pastors, Evangelists and Church Leaders to attend the 25th Batch of our 
Bible School which begins on 11th July with graduation function on De-
cember 3rd 2016.

School Calendar

1.	 Minimum	 Educational	 Qualification	 :	 10th Pass or Matriculation 
pass

2.	 Duration	:	5	months	(21	Weeks)	11th July to 3rd  December 2016
3.	 Age	:	18	–	60	years
4.	 Fee	Structure	:

Medium Tuition Hostel Fees Registration Books Total
English 2,000/- 6,000/- 200/- 1,800/- 10,000/-
Hindi 1,500/- 6,000/- 150/- 350/- 8,000/-

5.	 Accommodation	 :	We	provide	 food	&	housing	 for	 all	 students.	All	
students are required to stay in the school dormitory for the duration 
of the Bible School. Bedding will be provided.

For Further Information 
Rev. N.Y.Thorat  

Director 
RHEMA	Bible	Training	College	–	Nagpur,	India 

Plot	No.	61,	Dattawadi,	Nagpur	–	440023	(M.S),	India 
Phone	:	07104-220220 

Email:	ldm@rhema-india.org 
Website	:	www.rhema-nagpur.org

Exciting News
RHEMA Bible Training College  

Nagpur , India
(Affiliated	with	RHEMA	Bible	Training	College	–	Tulsa,	OK-	USA)

The Lord’s Delight Ministries 
Winning Souls…. Equipping Saints



Light of Life 65 May 2016

Answers received after 5th June 2016 will not be considered.

Send in your answers with Bible references by E-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, to reach Light 
of Life, Post Box 4576, 21-YMCA Road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400008, not later than June 5, 2016. 
Please indicate your name, address and Light of Life Subscription Number while sending the answers. 
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cROSSWORD NO.26
Numbers ch.18 to end. New International Version (IBS) 

J. Fredric Dawson 

clues Across:

1. “You (Aaron) are to be ……… for the care of 
the sanctuary and the altar, so that wrath will 
not fall on the Israelites again.” (ch.      v.      )

6. “For he was as zealous as I am for my honour 
among them, so that in my zeal I did not put an 
….. to them.” (ch.      v.      )

7. “and her husband ……. about it but says 
nothing to her and does not forbid her, then 
all her vows or pledges by which she bound 
herself will stand.” (ch.      v.      )

9. “Command the Israelites to give the Levites 
towns to live in from the …………… the 
Israelites will possess.” (ch.      v.      )

12. “On the fifteenth day of the month there is to 
be a festival; for seven days …. Bread made 
without yeast.” (ch.     v.       )

13. The place Kadesh in the desert of ……  
(ch.      v.      )

14. “For your northern boundary, …. a line from 
the Great Sea to mount Hor “ (ch.     v.       )

15. The Israelites left Succoth and camped at …… 
on the edge of the desert . (ch.      v.       )

16. “ ‘Come,’ he said ‘curse ……. for me; come 
denounce Israel.’” (ch.      v.       )

17. But when we cried out to the Lord, he heard 
our cry and sent an angel and brought us out 

of Egypt. Now, we are here at Kadesh, a town 
at the edge of your …………” (ch.     v.     ) 

clues Down 

1. “If his father has no brothers give his 
inheritance to the nearest relative in his clan, 
that he may possess it. This is to be a legal 
……….. for the Israelites.” (ch.     v.     )

2. “He will crush the foreheads of Moab, the 
skulls of all the sons of ………”  (ch.     v.     )    

3. Then at the Lord’s command Moses gave this 
…… to the Israelites; “What the tribe of the 
descendants of Joseph is saying is right.”  
(ch.       v.      )

4. Then they (Israelites) set out from Oboth and 
camped at …. Abarim, in the desert that faces 
Moab towards the sunrise. (ch.     v.     )

5. “For your ……… boundary, run a line from 
Hazar Enam to Shepham” (ch.     v.      )

8. “The boundary will go down from Shepham to 
Riblah on the east side of ….. and continue 
along the slopes east of the Sea of Kinnereth.” 
(ch.      v.       )

10. He was one of the sons of Judah who died in 
Canaan. (ch.      v.      )

11. One of the metals which the Israelites 
plundered from the Midianites which should 
be put through fire so that it can be declared 
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as clean, according to the law of the Lord.  
(ch.     v.     )

13. The name of the Israelite who was killed 
with the Midianite woman was …….. son 
of Salu, the leader of a  Simeonite family.  
(ch.      v.       )

14. “From the ……. peaks I see them, from the 
heights I view them.” (ch.     v.     )

17. Even if Balak gave me his palace filled with 
silver and gold, I could not do anything of my 
own accord, good or ….., to go beyond the 
command of the Lord. (ch.      v.      )

Answers to crossword No. 24 (Leviticus)
clues across: clues down:

1.fellowship (7:11) 1. firstfruits (23:17) 
6. regulations (7:37) 2. leg (8:21)
9. three (25:21 ) 3. what (17:2)
12. sea (11:9) 4. hair (14:8)
13. roast (2:14) 5. pan (2:7)
15. fat (3:17) 7. use (11:32)
16. act (20:21) 8. spattered (6:27)
17. idols (19:4) 10.eat (22:8) 
18. ear (8:23) 11. cricket (11:22)
19. slaughtered (9:8) 14.aroma (3:5)

ALL cORREcT
Irene A. Onkar, Indore, MP. Biswa R. Mohanty, Jamshedpur, Jharkh.
Mohan Bankapur, Bangalore, Ka. Thelma Roberts, Hyderabad, Telan.
Elcy Johnas, Thane (W), Mah. Ivor Valentine, Mumbai, Mah.
Y.Imti Tzudir, Dimapur, Nagaland Saramma Isaac, Adoor, Ke.
D.Alexander, Mumbai, Mah. Margaret John, Mira Road (E), Mah.
K.P.Mohandas, Bidar, Ka. Dolly Sinha Roy, Vadodara, Guj.
Stella Nadugaddi, Gadag-Betgeri, Ka. Regina L. Victor, Ponda, Goa
Keren S. Peters, Pune, Mah. Sarita Amanna, Ambernath, Mah.

ONE ERROR:
Jalaja Sulochana, Telan. (Clues Down-10 eat 22:8) Damara Samadanam, Hyderabad, Telan. (Clues Down-8 

spattered 6:27)
A.Sunderraj, Ambernath (E), Mah. (Clues Down-14 
aroma 3:5)

Elizabeth John, Mumbai, Mah. (Clues Down-5 pan 2:7)

Monica Divakar, Solapur, Mah. (Clues Down-14 
aroma 3:5)

Thang Sianmung Lethil, New Delhi. (Clues Across-6 
regulations 7:37)

M. Edwin, Coimbatore, TN. (Clues Down-5 pan 2:7) Sam Ponniah J., Nagercoil, TN. (Clues Across-17 idols 19:4)
Christy Inbaraj, Roorkee, Uttrakh. (Clues Across-12 
sea 11:9)

Shaila M. Hanchinmani, Dharwad, Ka. (Clues Down-10 
eat 22:8)

Viola Kumar, Secunderabad, Telan. (Clues Across-9 
three 25:21)

G.Susan Abraham, Hyderabad, Telan. (Clues Down-14 
aroma 3:5)

D.Hillel Johnson, Vellore, TN. (Clues Down-3 what 17:2) C.N.Tigga., Ranchi, Jharkh. (Clues Across-12 sea 11:9)
Percy Charles, Thane (W), Mah. (Clues Across-18 
ear 8:23)

Deva Nayagam, Tirunelveli, TN. (Clues Across-15 fat 
3:17)

Licy Oomachan, Bhopal, MP. ((Clues Across-12 sea 
11:9)

cORRIGENDUM
Please read ‘Answers to Crossword No.22’ (page 68 of April 2016 issue) as ‘Answers to crossword No.23’. 
We regret the error.

Editor
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Eviction Notice To Church
(TOI ): The Raipur Municipal 

Corporation (RMC) issued a 
notice to a church, which was 
vandalised in Kachna locality on 
March 6, saying the shrine was 
built on encroached land and had 
to be demolished. It triggered 
protests and forced the RMC 
to send similar notices to other 
residents in the locality whose 
houses are built on encroached 
land. The residents have been 
asked to vacate their houses 
within three days. Additional 
municipal commissioner J. R. 
Soni insisted the notice has 
nothing to do with the church 
attack. “It is a routine drive by 
the corporation,” he said.

Hundreds of residents staged 
a demonstration outside the 
RMC office against the notices 
while Chhattisgarh Christian 
Forum (CCF) announced a 
dharna on Friday. CCF president 
Arun Pannalal called the notice 
a conspiracy against Christians. 
“Earlier, they issued a notice 
only to the church owner. After 
protests, notices were served to 
all. This shows RMC is biased,” 
he said. “These people have been 
living in Kachna for decades 

and were also paying civic dues. 
Why was the eviction notice 
served just after the church 
attack?” Pannalal said there was 
a Hindu temple in the locality 
too. “Will they demolish it too?” 
asked Pannalal. 

Five people, including two 
women, were injured after right-
wing activists vandalised the 
church during Sunday prayers 
on March 6. 

Christian Convert Killed
(TOI, Dhaka): Suspected Isla-

mist militants stabbed a Chris-
tian convert to death in north-
ern Bangladesh, the latest in a 
series of attacks on minorities 
in the Muslim-majority nation. 
The South Asian country has 
seen a surge in Islamist violence 
in which liberal activists, mem-
bers of majority Muslim sects 
and other religious groups have 
been targeted.

Police said three attack-
ers came on a motorbike and 
stabbed Hossain Ali, 68, while 
he was having his morning 
walk in Kurigram, north of 
Dhaka. “They left the scene af-
ter exploding crude bombs to 
create panic,” Kurigram district 
police chief Tobarak Ullah said 
over telephone. All had convert-
ed to Christianity from Islam in 
1999, Ullah added. “We are not 
sure whether Islamist militants 
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Koinonia College of Theology 
Equipping the people of God for ministry

Do you have a call of God in your life ?...

KCT is the right place for you in Pune , one of the most beautiful & smart cities of 
India to engage in deep systematic study of the word of God in the best spiritual 
environment.

We have ultra modern facilities for study & meditation of the word of God.

Separate furnished accommodation for men & women under the personal care of 

mature spiritual leaders.

Ample opportunities for practical ministry  in the local church & neighborhood.

Exposure to missionary work in different mission fields in India

Courses offered
M.Div, 3 years – for graduates, 2 years for B.Th. passed

B.Th , 3 Years – for 10+2 passed
thDiploma of Theology – 2 years  - for 10  passed.

thDiploma of Ministry for Women – 1 year – for 10  pass (Marathi Medium)

Admission Process
Review of the completed application form.

Written tests for English , General Knowledge & Bible knowledge.

 Personal Interview.
You can download the Application Form from our Website or contact the office.

stLast date to receive completed application forms is May 31  2016

Website : www.ksom.in
For further information & admissions contact :

Principal : Rev. Dr. Joseph Hiwale : 9850809239, 
email : jhiwale2001@yahoo.com

Director  : Rev. Sanjay David Gaikwad  : 7276686091, 
email : sanjaygaikwad2000@yahoo.com or  sgaikwad@ksom.in

Registrar :Mr. Praveen Hiwale : 8793405128 , email :  phiwale@ksom.in
Address:

Koinonia College of Theology
131/2 , Near Gurudwara Chowk, Walhekarwadi Road, Behind PCMC Water tank,

Chinchwad ,Bijlinagar, Pune - 411033     Ph. No : 020 27650015, 9850809239
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Director  : Rev. Sanjay David Gaikwad  : 7276686091, 
email : sanjaygaikwad2000@yahoo.com or  sgaikwad@ksom.in

Registrar :Mr. Praveen Hiwale : 8793405128 , email :  phiwale@ksom.in
Address:
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Do you have a call of God in your life ?...

KCT is the right place for you in Pune , one of the most beautiful & smart cities of 
India to engage in deep systematic study of the word of God in the best spiritual 
environment.

We have ultra modern facilities for study & meditation of the word of God.

Separate furnished accommodation for men & women under the personal care of 

mature spiritual leaders.

Ample opportunities for practical ministry  in the local church & neighborhood.

Exposure to missionary work in different mission fields in India

Courses offered
M.Div, 3 years – for graduates, 2 years for B.Th. passed

B.Th , 3 Years – for 10+2 passed
thDiploma of Theology – 2 years  - for 10  passed.

thDiploma of Ministry for Women – 1 year – for 10  pass (Marathi Medium)
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carried out the attack,” he said, 
adding that the killing bore the 
hallmarks of attacks by Isla-
mist militants. Over the last few 
months, IS has claimed respon-
sibility for attacks on members 
of minority sects.

Action Against Prayer Centre
(TOI, Mumbai): Former vice-

chairman of the state minorities 
commission Abrahamn Mathai 
has criticised the recent po-
lice action against Vasai-based 
Ashirwad Prayer Centre under 
Magic Remedies Act. Police had 
registered a case against the 18-
year-old centre for anointing 
people with oil and praying. A 
court had granted anticipatory 
bail to Pastor Sebastin Martin. 
“We were not allowed to com-
memorate Good Friday. We 
have asked the state administra-
tion and the central government 
to ensure that such violations of 
rights are not allowed and per-
mit prayer service to resume,” 
he said.

Pak Trader Killed in UK
(TOI): A Pakistani-origin shop-

keeper in the UK was killed by 
another Muslim in a “religiously 
prejudiced” attack hours after he 
posted an Easter message on Fa-
cebook to “my beloved Christian 
nation.” Asad Shah, 40, who be-
longed to the Ahmadiyya com-
munity of Rabwah in Pakistan, 
was stabbed 30 times and had 
his head stamped on during a 
savage attack at his store in Glas-
gow, British media reported.

Muslims Among Victims
(TOI): A breakaway faction 

of the Pakistani Taliban that 
claimed responsibility for the 
attack in Gulshan Iqbal Park in 
Lahore said it had deliberately 
targeted Christians “celebrat-
ing Easter.” But, it has started to 
emerge that most of those killed 
in Lahore were Muslims. Of the 
dead, 15 have been identified as 
Christians, according to Lahore 
SP Mohammed Iqbal. Another 12 
bodies are yet to be identified.

WANTED PROMOTERS
FOR BHARAT SUNDAY SCHOOL BOOKS IN HINDI IN ALL NORTH INDIAN STATES 

WHO ARE INTERESTED IN LITERATURE CUM CHILDREN MINISTRY. THEOLOGICAL 
DEGREE WITH WORKING KNOWLEDGE IN ENGLISH AND HINDI ARE PREFERRED. 

FOR MORE INFO: EVG L.JUSTUS MA BED B R E SHELTER  PALAPPURAM P O 
OTTAPALAM PIN 679103 KERALA  PH 09446229271 

EMAIL: justus.lazar@gmail.com 
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Oasis India (www.oasisindia.org) has been in existence since 1994 and is 
currently engaged in projects based on education, training, microfinance, health & 
psychosocial care as well as residential rehabilitation. These projects aim to help 
people move from being victims of injustice, poverty or other marginalization, to 
living and contributing  to stable life in community. We are located in the cities of 
Bangalore, Chennai, and Mumbai.

Given below is the current vacancy in Oasis India
Executive Director (1 no)
Location: Either Bangalore, chennai or Mumbai
Scope of the position:

The Executive Director will lead, direct and shape a vision for Oasis India, in line 
with the established policies, principles and operating practice of Oasis India, as 
well as good management practice within the political, social, cultural & economic 
environment. 

The Executive Director is required to carry on his/her responsibilities in a manner 
that reflects the true biblical values of honesty, integrity, truth and grace.  In dealing 
with staff it is emphasized that they must conduct themselves in an exemplary 
manner.

The Executive Director is accountable to the Committee of Management of 
Oasis India.  His/her work will be appraised on an annual basis including input and 
feedback from those they lead within the organisation.  The annual appraisal will 
include in it growth goals for future personal and professional development.  

Responsibilities:
•	 Overall	responsible	for	the	work	of	Oasis	India	in	line	with	the	ENDS	policy	and	

strategic plan of the organisation, enabling the organisation to make a long term 
impact in the lives of those who are among the most vulnerable and abused in 
the cities where Oasis works.

•	 To	give	spiritual	leadership	to	the	organisation,	arranging	for	regular	teaching	
and promoting a culture of dependence on prayer and times of retreat.

•	 Regular	monitoring	and	evaluation	of	Oasis	India	ensuring	that	the	work	Oasis	
does is both efficient and effective.

•	 To	lead	and	manage	the	National	Leadership	Team,	empowering	members	in	
their respective roles while developing an effective team that takes overall 
responsibility.

•	 Overall	responsible	for	organizing	the	necessary	resources	for	the	organisation	
to have an effective fund raising capacity.

•	 Overall	responsible	for	legal	compliance	of	the	organisation	meeting	requirements	
of FCRA and other relevant Acts and filing of all necessary returns

•	 Work	 with	 the	 Board,	 and	 other	 stakeholders	 in	 a	 collegiate	 manner	 while	
remaining accountable for the health of Oasis India as an organization.

Qualifications & Experience: 

•	 A	mature	Christian	motivated	by	the	love	of	God
•	Master’s	degree	or	equivalent	in	Social	Science	or	related	field
•	 Extensive	working	experience	in	the	social	development	field
•	 A	proven	track	record	in	leading	and	managing	a	team	of	similar	or	larger	size.
Person Specification:

The Committee of Management are seeking a person who is secure enough and 
humble enough to be able to oversee a capable team of leaders in the organization.  
They need to be able to empower others and focus their efforts on the cohesion of 
the team rather than on being the key decision-maker for everything.  

In addition to holding an overview of the organization and leading its leaders, 
the ED will have the skills to grow Oasis India by creating new partnerships and 
developing new donors.  The person will have the communication skills to inspire 
and enthuse both the staff and those they partner with.  

The primary function of the ED is to lead rather than to manage.  Their experience 
and understanding will be sufficient to cover the key areas of Oasis India’s programs, 
finance, administration and human resources. They will have a strategic perspective 
and be able to draw together diverse views and opinions into an agreed direction.  
They should be able to facilitate as much as direct.  

In summary the key characteristics are:

•	 Someone	with	Humility who can empower others

•	 Someone who leads first and manages second

•	 Someone	who	inspires and draws in new partners 

•	 Someone	who	 can	 take	 the	 strategic overview rather than focus on all the 
detail

•	 Someone	who	enjoys	 the	outward	 journey	and	creating the new rather than 
stabilizing the old

•	 Someone	with	the	experience	/understanding	to	oversee	Oasis	India’s	areas	of	
operation

Send in your applications at edsearch@oasisin.org 
contact person: Ananya Basu 
Telephone No: - 080-41253505 

Last date for Applications – 30th June 2016
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          Do you feel called to reach the unreached people groups / Muslim nations? 

INDIA ACTS 1:8  
 Vision: India to become a mission sending nation to be witnesses of the     

Lord Jesus Christ even to the uttermost parts of the world (Acts 1:8) 

KINGDOM SCHOOL 
 Train, equip and send   

to reach the unreached people groups and Muslim nations  
Mission to West Asia 

Situated in West Asia are the 7 churches in the Book of Revelation, many 
places we read about in the Old Testament and where the early church ex-

isted.   
Come and be equipped as soldiers for the Kingdom of God! 

We invite young, mission minded single men between 22-34 years for the 40 days  Mission 
Training and Launching Program in New Delhi focussed on Cross Cultural Missions, 
followed by a period of Church Planting Internship for selected candidates before they are 
sent to West Asia or to plant churches in North India.  
The Training is focussed on making disciples, disciple-multiplication, different methods of 
outreach / evangelism / Church Planting in a cross cultural context and much more, taught 
exclusively in English by well experienced International and Indian teachers / men of God. 

The candidate should    

• be able to communicate well in English  

• have good Bible knowledge OR Bible College qualification  

• have some experience in ministry     

• be willing to learn a new language and adopt a new culture  

• apply for Passport if selected to go to West Asia 

• be in good sound health for long-term ministry  

• not be engaged for marriage at the time of applying for the Training 

We select 20 candidates from churches / ministries / Bible Colleges all over India.  

Scholarship can be considered for needy candidates for the Training in New Delhi.  

Candidates selected to go to West Asia will be sponsored for one year and further guidance 
will be given to continue long term in West Asia  

Training starts from August 20 - September 30, 2016 in New Delhi. Apply soon! 

Contact us by Email: ksd4nations@gmail.com 
Dr John Thomas 09654987351     Suhas 09891672991       Rohit 08375820128 
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MIRACLE  CENTRE  BIBLE  INSTITUTE 
(Affiliated with Apollos Bible University & Accredited by GATA) 

Distant Education courses in English & Tamil: B.Th.,M 
Th.,M.Phil.,D.Min.,Th.D. Membership Certificate from 
Association of Theologians (M.A.Th.) Association of Health 
Counsellors (M.A.H.C.) Accupressure Medical Society 
(M.Ac.M.S.) Ordination Certificates. Accreditation/
Affiliation by Universal Theological Association (UTA 
for Bible Colleges, Institutions, Churches & All kinds 
of Ministry. Send Money Order Rs.200/- to get the 
prospectus by R.P.   

Address:  
Rev.Dr.M.P.Arputharaj, Director, 118/1-Annai Velankanni 

Nagar, Sowripalayam, Coimbatore-641028, Tamilnadu, India. 
Mobile: 08189836254.E-mail: ucunit@gmail.com
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