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Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

A Blessing
I would like to thank Esther 

Robinson for sharing a great 
article, You Are Remembered (LOL 
Feb. 2015). It was a blessing.

Deepika Emmanuel Sagar, 
Jodhpur, Rajasthan.

Thought-provoking
I wish to compliment Bro. Jacob 

Ninan for the wonderful editorial, 
Pursuing Happiness (LOL March 
2015), which reminds me of my 
widowed mother, a Bible woman, 
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telling me when I was very young, 
“I always seek happiness in 
everything.” I do not remember in 
what context she said it, but I think 
happiness is a reality in our active 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

I also congratulate Dr. Mrs. 
Annie Poonen for her meaningful 
article, God Will Save Your Children 
(LOL March 2015) which will 
help many parents in general and 
Christian parents in particular, 
who are worried about their 
children’s future.

Thank you for publishing 
thought-provoking articles.

P. D. Arthur Prasad, Mysore, 
Karnataka. 

Blessed Articles
I have been reading the Light 

of Life magazine for the past two 
months. The blessed articles have 
made a lot of change in my life. 
I love to read every issue. May 
our heavenly Father bless you as 
you work hard behind the scene. 
Thank you.

Shabin Shaju, Erumakkad, 
Kerala.

Abraham’s Prayer Model
Like the previous issues of 

LOL, the March 2015 edition 
also provided for a sumptuous 
spiritual fare. Abraham’s Prayer 
Model by Bernard Thangasamy 
made for an edifying read. Just 
one correction in it: in the second 
sub-heading titled ‘Intercessor’, 

the prophet referred to therein is 
Ezekiel (22:30) and not Jeremiah 
as it has been inadvertently 
mentioned.

Suresh Manoharan, 
Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh.

excellent
My heartfelt thanks to the Edi-

torial Board and the staff of LOL 
magazine. Sandeep Poonen’s ex-
positions on the Holy Spirit have 
clarity and depth. The March 2015 
Editorial (Pursuing Happiness) by 
Jacob Ninan is wonderful. God 
Will Save Your Children by Dr. An-
nie Zac Poonen will encourage the 
parents to pray effectively for their 
children. In fact, all the articles are 
excellent.

Sukson Daimari, Udalguri, 
Assam.

WANLESS HOSPITAL, MIRAJ 
MEDICAL CENTRE, MIRAJ 416 410.

REQUIRED
1.  NURSING SURERINTENDENT. 
   Eligibility: M.Sc.(N) plus 5 years experience  

in Nursing Administration.

2.  ASSISTANT NURSING 
SURERINTENDENT. 

  Eligibility: M.Sc.(N) plus 3 years experience  
in Nursing Administration or B.Sc.(N) plus 6 
years experience  in Nursing Administration .

Salary and other benefits will be commensurate 
with qualification and experience.

Accommodation provided.
Apply to: Dr. Nathaniel S. Sase, Director,  

Wanless Hospital, Miraj Medical Centre,  
Miraj 416 410, Dist: Sangli, Maharashtra 

 Ph. No.: (0233) 222548 Fax : (0233) 2223413   
 e-mail: wanlesshospital@dataone.in, 

wanlesshospital@rediffmail.com
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Editorial
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WHY WOULD CHRISTIANS LIE?

A book came out from 
Tyndale House Pub-
lishers in 2010 which 

was called The Boy Who Came 
Back From Heaven, co-authored 
by 6-year old Alex Malarkey 
and his father Kevin. Alex sur-
vived a car accident in 2004 after 
which he was in coma for about 
two months. The book tells 
about how he went to heaven 
and met Jesus. It has sold more 
than a million copies. But just 
recently Alex made news when 
he said that he had never died or 
gone to heaven! He said that he 
had not even read the Bible be-
fore that and had made up that 
story in order to get attention. In 
other words, the book was a lot 
of malarkey! The publisher has 
now withdrawn the book.

A curious fact is that earlier, 
from time to time, Alex had 
tried to inform people that there 
were some things wrong with 
that story, but no one wanted to 
hear. A ‘pastor’ told him to let 

things be, because the book was 
a blessing to many!

There is no denying the fact 
that miracles do take place 
now and then, according to the 
sovereign will of God. But claims 
of miraculous experiences, 
which have later been exposed, 
have not been infrequent among 
Christians over the centuries. 
Several instances have cluttered 
the history of some churches 
where ‘miraculous’ occurrences 
were deliberately engineered 
to give an impression to the 
spectators that God was doing 
supernatural things, with the 
aim of instilling faith into 
people’s minds! We know of 
some modern day ‘healers’ who 
have used the service of actors to 
play out the role of sick people 
getting healed miraculously in 
front of the spectators, and when 
they were exposed, they have 
tried to justify it by saying that it 
was only to ‘create faith’ so that 
real miracles could follow!
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It is one thing when heathen 
tricksters, charlatans and god-
men resort to such gimmicks 
to deceive people. But we 
Christians are supposed to 
represent God here on earth in 
whom there is no darkness at all 
(1Jn.1:5)!

We are not unfamiliar with in-
stances where evangelists and 
organisations exaggerate the 
numbers of new believers and 
beneficiaries of their ministries. 
This is now so common that 
even when someone tells of real 
numbers they are received with 
scepticism and cynicism.

Hoax stories are being passed 
around through the internet, 
such as the one about NASA 
scientists discovering a missing 
day in the calendar of the earth 
and then attributing it to the 
day when God stopped the sun 
for Joshua. NASA has denied 
this story. Another famous one 
is how Charles Darwin became 
a believer on his deathbed. Of 
course, this could have hap-
pened secretly, but his daughter, 
who was present, reported that 
nothing like that happened.

Now and then the ‘face of 
Jesus’ (the one drawn up by 
some ancient artist out of his 
imagination) seems to appear 
in a cloud formation, and the 
hand of God (who has no 
form—hands, eyes or any other 

part of a body) appears in a star 
formation or a cloud formation, 
and people go gaga over that! 
If these are treated only as a 
curious observation and not 
venerated, it would have been 
fine. But the appeal such stories 
have for believers keeps them 
going strong even after they are 
exposed.

What are the motives for this 
kind of lying and falsehood? 
Publicity? Fame? Money? The 
sad thing is that the justification 
being given for these lying 
schemes and stories is that 
people may be built up in faith! 
The end justifying the means? 
How can cheating and lying 
build the kingdom of God?

One has to conclude that even 
when things are being done at the 
level of organisations or church-
es, it is the personal agenda of 
individuals that is behind them. 
The desire for fame, wealth, 
power and influence is driv-
ing people to misuse the name 
of God and take advantage of 
the gullibility of people to take 
to such measures. Anonymous 
stories that are spread over the 
internet may also turn out to be 
the work of some cynics who 
are trying to have a laugh at the 
expense of Christians!

Those who lie and cheat have 
to realise that nothing escapes 
the searching eyes of the Lord 
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scient and omnipotent, but also
sovereign, doing whatever He
pleases (Ps.115:3). No one can
control Him or tell Him what He
should do. At the same time He
answers our prayers and acts
according to our request! He
tells us to ask whatever we want,
but answers us if we pray ac-
cording to His will
(Jn.14:13;1Jn.5:14,15).

This mystery of prayer has
puzzled people throughout
times. Some argue that we
need not pray anything be-
cause anyway God will do
what He wants, and others in-
sist that God will do whatever
we ask. Many times we don't
get what God wants us to get
because we don't ask, and at
other times God doesn't an-
swer because we ask wrongly
(Jas.4:2,3). Many times God
gives us what we need even
without our asking (Mt.5:45).
God's truth here has many
sides, and it would not be right
to take one sided views by ne-
glecting the other sides.

Leaders And Servants
In the kingdom of God, the

greatest ones are those who
serve all (Lk.22:24-27)! Jesus
said that in the world leaders
would lord it over the others,
but in His kingdom they would
serve the others
(Matt.20:25,26). For leaders to
serve seems to be a contradic-
tion in idea as well as practice.
When we look around we see
many Christian leaders who do

not seem to have understood
this and who go on lording it
over the others in their pursuit
of the top position.

Equal But Different
When it comes to husbands

and wives, there is equality in
God's eyes (Gal.3:28), yet there
are differences in roles, and
wives are to submit to their
husbands who are their heads
(Eph.5:22,23)! Some men find
it difficult to accept the fact of
equality and consider women
as if they were an inferior cre-
ation. Some women fight for
equality and find it difficult to
think of submitting to their
husbands. Yet both are truths
from God's word. Actually if
husbands love their wives as
Christ loves the church it
makes it easier for their wives
to submit to them, and if the
wives submit, it makes it
easier for the husbands to love
them!

Conclusion
There would be many other

similar examples we can take
from the Bible. But what this
shows us is that we should re-
sist the temptation to make too
much of a truth which we like
without looking to see if there
are other truths we need in or-
der to get a balanced view.

Jacob Ninan enjoys writing,
speaking and counselling.

(Heb.4:13). Every one of us has 
to give an account of our lives 
to Him one day. He cannot 
be fooled with arguments 
and self-justifications. No one 
can imagine that he can get 
away with cheating, lying and 
pretending, no matter what 
explanations they may hope 
to give. Strong desires may 
blind us to the consequences, 
but we cannot avoid those 
consequences nevertheless 
(Gal.6:7). The Tempter may tell 
us that no one will know, but 
there is One who always sees 
everything that is going on, 
and who is also aware of the 
hidden motives and intentions 
of the heart. No one can fool 
Him.

It is surprising that, even in the 
midst of carrying out ministries 
for the kingdom of God, people 
can forget that there is a world to 
come where we will be evaluated 
according to what we do here 
(Matt.16:27). Or do we think 
that living under ‘unmerited 
favour’ we have licence to take 
liberties with falsehood and 
deceit (Jude4), especially if we 
convince ourselves that we are 
doing it for the others?

How is it in our individual 
interactions with others in our 
daily lives? Everyone will agree 
in principle that we do not have 
the right to use lies for our own 

gain. Do we think that speaking 
‘white’ lies, pretending and 
giving false impressions are 
necessary in order to maintain 
social propriety or to avoid 
hurting others? Of course, we do 
not want to hurt others, if it can 
be avoided. But we also know 
that speaking the truth in love 
(Eph.4:15) is what can bless the 
others in the end, even if there is 
some hurt in the beginning.

God has bought us from 
the kingdom of darkness and 
brought us into the light. The 
king of darkness is the Devil 
whose nature it is to lie (Jn.8:44). 
We who claim to be the children 
of God can no longer afford to 
associate with the Devil and his 
nature, whatever justifications 
we may prepare. We must not 
fool ourselves by claiming to be 
children of light and continuing 
in practice to walk in darkness 
(1Jn.1:6). “For you were formerly 
darkness, but now you are light 
in the Lord; walk as children 
of Light” (Eph.5:8). God who 
looks into our hearts must see 
His new creation growing up 
inside us, and the people who 
watch us must see it outside in 
our behaviour.
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One cannot limit the scope 
of the Christian faith 
within the four walls of 

the church through religiosity 
and ‘churchianity’. The Chris-
tian faith, like a flowing river, 
is meant to flow down into all 
parts of contemporary society. 
Followers of Christ in every 
profession and vocation should 
take up this responsibility and 
demonstrate the power of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ wherever 
they are placed. 
The Gospel of Je-
sus Christ should 
get embodied in 
our day-to-day 
life – in our talking 
and walking and in 
our relationships 
with co-workers, 
employees, clients, etc.

Fishers of Men
Have you ever considered the 
fact that 97% of Christians work 
in the market place as against 
the 3% who comprise vocational 
priests, pastors and missionaries? 
Why, then, do the churches 
hold the limited paradigm that 
responding to God’s call has 
to do with becoming a ‘full-
time’ pastor or a ‘full-time’ 

Being a Joseph at work
Binoy Kumar Muduli

Our Lord Jesus was a marketplace evangelist.

missionary? God calls every 
disciple of Christ to be a ‘fisher 
of men’, whatever profession or 
vocation they may be in. If we 
Christians are Christ’s disciples, 
working in offices, factories, 
organisations and institutions 
for our livelihood, we will obey 
the ‘high calling’ of God to be 
living witnesses of what He 
has done in our lives through 
His Son Jesus Christ (Acts.1:8). 
Our ‘witnessing’ has to be 

d e m o n s t r a t i v e 
of the values of 
God’s kingdom we 
profess to uphold, 
without which the 
Gospel of Jesus 
Christ will not 
attract the people 
we work with.

God has ordained both the laity 
and the clergy, who have had 
the ‘born again’ experience, to 
be His ‘ministers’ wherever they 
are placed by divine providence. 
Jesus’ ministry and the apostles’ 
calling was in the cities, on the 
streets and in the marketplace, 
not just the synagogue. God 
continues to challenge His people 
to be a light in their workplaces 
and neighbourhoods.

Our ‘witnessing’ has to be 
demonstrative of the values of 
God’s kingdom we profess to 

uphold, without which  
the Gospel of Jesus Christ will 

not attract the people we  
work with.
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Marketplace evangelist
The Webster’s dictionary de-

fines ‘marketplace’ as the world 
of trade or economy and ‘the ev-
eryday world’. A marketplace 
ministry is one where you are 
available and God makes you 
capable. God has a purpose for 
you in the workplace and He 
wants you to make a difference 
with the same ‘spirit of excel-
lence’ that was upon Daniel, Jo-
seph, and Nehemiah.

Our Lord Jesus was a mar-
ketplace evangelist. He chose 
His disciples from the market-
place. He did most of His mir-
acles in the marketplace. He 
demonstrated how the kingdom 
of God works in the market-
place. He was out among the 
people and revealed the Father’s 
heart for people in business.

Now consider this.
90% of Jesus’ public appearances 
in the NT were in marketplaces.

87% of Jesus’ parables had 
workplace context.

98% of divine interventions 
recorded in Acts were in the 
marketplace.

100% of Jesus’ disciples were 
called from the marketplace.

54% of Jesus’ teaching ministry 
responded to daily life issues.

There is an anointing to take the 
Gospel of the kingdom to peo-
ple in business by businessmen 
and businesswomen. We have 
entered the era of marketplace 
evangelism. The new evange-
lists are businessmen and busi-
nesswomen who believe their 
business has been chosen as a 
tool of the kingdom of God to 
reach out to the lost.
Dr. Peter Wagner said, “A job 
becomes a ministry when God leads 
you into an area where you take 
the voice of God, the anointing 
of God and the biblical principles 
with you as you work and minister.”
Is work just a work for you? Do 
you view your work or job as be-
ing unspiritual, unlike church-
related activities?
Work Is Ministry
If we think that our jobs in the 
marketplace are insignificant 
vis-à-vis our church activities, 
then we are completely wrong. 
Ask yourself these questions. 
Why might God have placed me 
in my current job? If I truly see 
my workplace as a ministry op-
portunity, how would it change 
my attitude to work? What can I 
do, despite the obstacles, to pos-
itively influence those around 
me for Christ?
“Whatever you do, work at it with 
all your heart, as working for the 
Lord, not for men, since you know 
that you will receive an inheritance 
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from the Lord as a reward. It is 
the Lord Christ you are serving” 
(Col.3:23-24).
It is estimated that, on average, 
we spend 160000 hours at work 
in our life-time, which gives us a 
large window of opportunity to 
impact and touch lives around 
us. Our profession or vocation 
is a divinely ordained ‘entry 
vehicle’ into the marketplace 
(mission field) to sow and reap 
spiritual harvest. If I want to 
speak to my colleague about 
Christ, I don’t bring my religion 
along; I bring my ‘availability’. 
They may not respond to a 
Gospel tract, a Bible study or a 
big black Bible on my desk, but 
they will respond to a person 
who shows a genuine interest 
in them, one who patiently 
listens to them and shares 
with their joys and sorrows. 
Moments exchanged become 
much more meaningful than 
materials exchanged. It is not 
about building my organisation 
or personal reputation. It is 
about building into people and 
becoming a servant.
I wish to share my experience 
at the workplace through which 
God taught me to depend 
on His strength and wisdom 
rather than on my talents. That 
experience taught me humility, 
and I learned that serving God 
is not something I do within the 
four walls of the church with 
stained glass windows.

Shining At Work
When I joined Reliance Indus-
tries in 2008, I was apprehen-
sive, although I considered my 
workplace as mission field. 
Over time, I could witness for 
Christ more than I did in my 
previous involvement in Chris-
tian organisations. My perfor-
mance, honesty, commitment 
and excellence at work earned 
me the highest rating in the per-
formance appraisal for three 
years consecutively. This was 
followed by a promotion with 
higher responsibilities and a 
performance award.
In my core function of Corporate 
Training, I never compromised 
on biblical principles. My avail-
ability and empathy enriched 
my relationship with my col-
leagues and the Lord touched 
many of them as they sought 
counsel from me. My sincere ef-
forts at making ‘deposits’ into 
the relationship bank account 
with my colleagues have cre-
ated a huge balance of trust in 
this age of trust deficit.
In December 2008, for the first 
time in the history of the com-
pany, the corporate display 
board was decorated and the 
Christmas message (written by 
me) was displayed. In 2009, on 
Good Friday, my message on 
the significance of the day was 
displayed with the picture of 
the crucifixion, which prompt-
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ed some of the employees to 
approach me and say, “Tell us 
more about Good Friday.” I 
thank and praise God for em-
powering me to be His witness 
among my colleagues.
Later, the management selected 
me as the Editor-in-Chief of the 
company’s in-house magazine – 
another opportunity to further 
the cause of Christ!
I believe today God is calling 
more Christian professionals to 
be in the cities and marketplaces 
as His representatives. Cities 
are centres of power, influence, 
opportunities and growth. We 
are called to uproot, destroy and 
implant! (Jer.1:10).

With such a high calling, I am 
convinced that you and I need 
to pray much and rely on God 
as we take up our roles and 
responsibilities at work and 
shine for Him.
I humbly appeal to my fellow 
Christian professionals, please 
rise to this occasion and shine 
for Jesus. The crucial need of our 
generation is to have a Joseph in 
the contemporary society. You 
can be that Joseph!

Binoy Kumar Muduli 
was Head, T&D of 
NMSEZ, Reliance 

Industries. Presently he 
is the Founder-Director, 
Hope India Foundation, 

and lives  
in Bhubaneswar.
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Do not JUDge
Zac Poonen

Discernment is a spiritual quality, vastly different from judging.

Do not judge so that you 
will not be judged. For 
in the way you judge, 

you will be judged; and by your 
standard of measure, it will be 
measured to you. Why do you 
look at the speck that is in your 
brother’s eye, but do not notice 
the log that is in your own 
eye? How can you say to your 
brother, ‘Let me take the speck 
out of your eye,’ and behold, 
the log is in your own eye? 
You hypocrite, first take the log 
out of your own eye, and then 
you will see clearly to take the 
speck out of your brother’s eye” 
(Matt.7:1-5). 

There is a need for all of us to 
be constantly reminded to judge 
ourselves always and never to 
judge others. 

We must all have discernment– 
but discernment is a spiritual 
quality, vastly different from 
judging others, which is a carnal 
activity. 

Romans 14 is a chapter that we 
must all meditate on frequently 
so that we are reminded again 
and again of the freedom that 
God gives His children in many 
areas. 

Here are a few examples 
of where we may be judging 
others – outwardly or inwardly. 
We should not pass opinions 
(or even have opinions in our 
minds) about others in such 
matters.
- Whether someone can own 

a car or not (or two cars!), or 
what make it should be.

- How big or grand someone’s 
house should not be.

- Whether someone can have 
expensive gadgets in his 
home.

- What level of education 
someone should give his 
children.

- Whether someone can move 
elsewhere to get a higher sal-
ary, or migrate to another 
country.

- How much property some-
one can own or how much 
savings he should have in 
his bank account. (Note: We 
are not to save up treasure 
for ourselves (Matt.6:19); 
but we are commanded to 
save up for our children 
(2Cor.12:14;1Tim.5:8.)).
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- Whether someone can stay in 
(or eat in) expensive hotels/
restaurants.

- Whether a sister can wear 
jewellery, or expensive sare-
es/dresses (who is to decide 
how much is ‘expensive’?), 
or a salwar-kameez, or wom-
en’s pants (the Bible com-
mands women to be modest-
ly dressed, and so we must 
warn sisters against wearing 
revealing, tight-fitting, pro-
vocative dresses).

- Whether men can have long 
hair. (Nature says ‘shorthair’, 
but God doesn’t say anything 
about this (1Cor.11:14). And 
who is to decide what length 
is ‘long’or ‘short’?) 

- Whether women can have 
short hair. (Long hair 
is her glory, but this is 
not commanded by God 
(1Cor.11:15). And who is to 
decide what length is ‘short’ 
or ‘long’?)

- Whether someone can dye 
his/her hair.

- Whether a sister can wear 
any type of make-up.

- Whether someone can watch 
sports on TV or not. (Exces-
sive watching will hinder a 
person’s walk with the Lord, 
for sports becomes an idol 
very easily; and we must 
warn people about this.)

- Whether someone can have a 
TV or not. (What he watches 
is the issue.)

- Whether someone can con-
sider social, economic and 
educational levels when 
choosing a marriage partner. 
(Note: Since there must be 
‘an equal yoke’ in all areas 
(spirit, soul and body), sen-
sible believers will consider 
these ‘soul’ factors as well.)

- Whether someone’s wedding 
was too lavish and grand.

These are just a few areas. I 
am sure there are many others. 
Many of these decisions depend 
on the income of each family – 
and income varies considerably 
among believers. A very simple 
car, house, education, job or 
wedding in a big city would 
be considered extravagant and 
luxurious by the standards of 
those living in a poor village. So 
we cannot judge one another.

The scale of a wedding is 
determined by the wealth as 
well as the wholeheartedness 
of parents on both sides. For 
the sake of peace, the opinion 
of even one half-hearted parent 
or bridegroom or bride may 
influence the final decision in 
this matter.

We have a tendency to judge 
the lavishness of others only in 
those areas where we ourselves 
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are simple. Many who judge 
others in one of the above areas 
often fall short themselves in one 
of the other areas; but because 
their judgmental spirit blinds 
them, they cannot see their own 
shortcomings. It is best to avoid 
judging specks in the eyes of 
others.

We must learn to ‘mind our 
own business’ and avoid telling 
others what they should do in 
such matters. Otherwise, we will 
become self-righteous Pharisees 
who are busybodies in other 
people’s affairs (1Pet.4:15). 
It is best to let each person 
act according to his/her own 
conscience. 

In the church, we are to 
speak primarily against sin and 
against the love of money; and 
we need to give advice only 
where someone asks us for it, 
unless, of course, it is a matter 
of obviously sinful conduct that 
is affecting the church.

In financial matters however, 
we should encourage all believ-
ers to stay within their financial 
walls. Getting into debt is like 
breaking through the financial 
wall God has built around us. 
See Ecclesiastes 10:8b. (The He-
brew word used for snake-bite 
there is nashak, which is very 
similar to the Hebrew word for 
debt – nasha.) We must encourage 
believers to avoid debt, as far as 

possible, except where it is un-
avoidable (such as for emergen-
cies and medical treatment, or 
when buying/building a house 
or buying a vehicle, etc.). And 
if they do borrow, they must be 
encouraged to repay their debts 
as soon as possible (Rom.13:8).

Consider Titus 2:4,5 which 
states clearly that wives should 
primarily be ‘workers at home’. 
We must teach that. But the 
Bible does not forbid a wife from 
working outside the home. So 
we must not forbid that either. 
There are many cases where a 
wife going to work becomes a 
necessity, because her husband 
is an invalid, or is unable to find 
employment, etc.

Or consider the celebration 
of Christmas and Easter. We 
ourselves may be convinced 
about the pagan origin of 
these festivals. But some other 
believers may be totally ignorant 
of this fact. We must hold on to 
our convictions; but we should 
not judge those who celebrate 
these days. Romans 14:4-6 states 
that very clearly.

Any church that does not give 
its members the freedom given 
us by the Holy Spirit in Romans 
14 is legalistic.

It is important to note that 
judging is different from 
proclaiming the truths of God’s 
word. We must preach the whole 
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counsel of God in our churches. 
We must not keep quiet on any 
part of God’s truth, fearing that 
we will be labelled as legalists. 
But if some do not accept and 
practice what we teach on these 
non-central matters, we must not 
judge them. We must leave their 
judgment to God, unless their 
actions are affecting the church.

One great danger, however, is 
if we become more passionate 
about some of the non-central 
matters mentioned above than 
about Jesus Himself and confor-
mity to His likeness.

The matters mentioned above 
are external. But God looks at the 
heart – and we cannot see that. 

Therefore we must fear God, 
and then we will not “judge by 
what our eyes see, or our ears 
hear, but will always judge with 
righteousness” (Isa.11:3,4).

If we earnestly pursue after 
love (1Cor.14:1) and earnestly 
seek to learn humility from our 
Lord (Matt.11:29), we will be 
saved from the pitfall of judging 
others.

The happiest people in the 
world are those who always judge 
themselves and never judge others.

Zac Poonen  
is a Bible teacher and the 

author of a number of books 
on the deeper Christian life. 

He resides in Bangalore.
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gUarDing against Being 
aBUseD

Kuruvilla Chandy
Girls and women do have to take some precautionary  

measures themselves.

In December 2012 a young 
woman was raped and 
brutalised in Delhi, 

leaving her so badly internally 
injured that she eventually died 
in spite of some herculean efforts 
to save her life. She was named 
‘Nirbhaya’ in recognition of 
her fighting spirit. In February 
2015, Lucknow was horrified 
that a young woman was not 
only murdered, but her body 
was chopped up and the parts 
scattered on the side of a road.

Whenever such things happen, 
there is a great hue and cry. 
Girls and women, and women’s 
groups are up in arms asking 
whether or not they have rights 
in this country.

As I answer this question, I am 
aware that I stand the danger 
of being misunderstood and 
inviting mass disapproval. It is 
not my view that anyone has the 
right to molest, rape or abuse 
and brutalise girls under any 
circumstances. I do not think 
that, if a girl or woman dresses 
in a particular way, stays out 
late or gets drunk, it gives men 

the right to molest her. All I am 
doing is to answer the question 
of rights of women in view of 
the way human society is.

Don’t girls and women have 
the right to go wherever they 
want (to bars), whenever 
they want (late at night), or 
be however they want (wear 
skimpy/revealing clothes)?

The answer to the question 
is yes and no. According to the 
Bible, God’s created order makes 
girls and boys equal, women 
and men equal. They have equal 
rights (Gen.1:27).

Not In Utopia
However, the Bible also 

says that human society has 
displaced God’s order. We live 
in a fallen world (3:14-19). We 
do not live in Utopia, an ideal, 
perfect world.

In 1516, Sir Thomas More wrote 
a story about a fictional island 
where conditions were ideal. He 
gave the island the name Utopia. 
He coined the name from two 
Greek words meaning ‘not’ and 
‘place’. Utopia, thus, means 
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‘no-place’. Exactly. There is no 
perfect place on earth. There is 
no society that is idealistic.

Gender Differences
While the way God created 

humans makes men and women 
equal, we need to confess that 
there are gender differences. 
Boys don’t get pregnant. Girls 
do.

While wickedness can scar 
the psyche/soul of both sexes, 
when things go wrong, girls and 
women not only carry scars on 
their souls, they also carry the 
burden of stigma—a social scar. 
Sure, it’s not their fault when 
anyone gets molested or raped, 
but it’s just the way it is. It is a 
fact of life.

There is another difference 
between boys and girls/men 
and women. Boys and men are 
affected by visual images. Girls 
and women are not equally 
affected. That is why what Jesus 
said about lusting for someone 
in the heart is said only to men, 
‘‘But I say, anyone who even 
looks at a woman with lust has 
already committed adultery with 
her in his heart’’ (Matt.5:28 NLT). 
Similarly, in the book of Proverbs, 
the father counsels the son not 
to go down the road where the 
prostitute lives because she will 
flaunt herself and it will lead to 
his downfall (7:5-27).

Because of this difference, 
girls and women need to be 
careful about how they dress 
when going outside their home. 
Peter, writing about what kind 
of beauty is desirable, said that 
instead of an outward show, 
true beauty is inward and 
shows in attitudes and conduct, 
“Don’t be concerned about 
the outward beauty of fancy 
hairstyles, expensive jewellery, 
or beautiful clothes. You should 
clothe yourselves instead with 
the beauty that comes from 
within, the unfading beauty of a 
gentle and quiet spirit, which is 
so precious to God” (1Pet.3:3-4 
NLT).

Modesty Versus Pride
‘Modesty’ is not a popular 

word today. Did you know 
that the primary meaning has 
nothing to do with the way a girl 
or woman dresses? The word 
has to do with ‘not being proud’. 
For example, ‘a man of modest 
means’ is someone who has 
enough to live on, but doesn’t 
have so much that he vulgarly 
shows off his wealth. So, if we 
apply the word ‘modest’ to the 
way we dress, then it has all to do 
with whether or not we display 
humility in our appearance.

About two years ago a young 
woman came to me after our 
church service wanting my 
assessment about a particular 
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group that she joined one 
evening. She said that one of the 
girls had said that she liked to 
wear ‘revealing clothes’. With 
tears in her eyes and a cry in 
her voice she asked me why 
the young woman would say 
something like that and the rest 
of the group would let it go.

The trouble is that everyone 
today wants to look ‘sexy’. They do 
not want to look modest. Modest 
is boring. Sexy is exciting.

Peacocks spread their multi-
coloured tail feathers when they 
are trying to attract peahens. 
They want to have sex with the 
hens. That is what being sexy is 
all about.

When a girl or a woman picks 
out clothes that are skimpy or 
revealing, it is almost as if she 
is screaming at boys and men, 
“Look at me! Look at me! Look 
at what I have to show!”

Remember what I said about 
boys and men being affected by 
visual images. In that sense, one 
could say that girls and women 
who put themselves on display 
rape the eyes of boys and men. 
They invite unwanted attention 
and then, when they get what 
they were demanding, they say, 
“Stop!” But by then the beast has 
been unchained. It is difficult to 
chain beasts once they have been 
let loose. As the English saying 
goes, “Let sleeping dogs lie.”

It’s narcissistic when a girl’s 
dress is screaming, “Look at me! 
Look at me! Look at what I have 
to show!” It’s conceit. It’s pride.

Did you know that pride is the 
essence of all sin? When Adam 
and Eve were tempted to eat the 
forbidden fruit, it was to become 
like God. They wanted to be 
equal to God. Pride is what puts 
us in competition with God. We 
want to live by our own rules, 
not God’s.

Have you ever thought of the 
way you dress as a statement 
of pride or a statement of 
humility on your part? In the 
final analysis, pride or humility 
has to do with what attitude we 
have toward God.

Displaying God
The Bible says that our bodies 

are temples of God’s Spirit, 
“Don’t you realise that your 
body is the temple of the Holy 
Spirit, who lives in you and was 
given to you by God? You do 
not belong to yourself, for God 
bought you with a high price. 
So you must honour God with 
your body” (1Cor.6:19-20 NLT).

What is a temple? A temple is 
a building where a god is put on 
display. If a girl wears revealing 
clothes, is she revealing God? 
That is the ultimate question.

I know that many girls and 
women are going to say that I 
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am being unfair to women. I 
am putting all the burden of not 
getting abused on girls. That is 
not my point. I have already said 
that I do not believe that any man 
or boy has any right to molest a 
girl or woman. But my believing 
that they don’t have a right is 
not going to prevent someone 
who is bent on molesting 
or raping. The laws against 
molesting and raping have not 
stopped men and boys from 
molesting and raping. Adding 
more severe punishments will 
also not prevent the molesting 
and raping. Better policing that 
brings criminals to book will not 
end the molesting and raping. 
They can improve at catching 
criminals, but the misdeeds 
are already done. So what I 
am saying here is that girls 
and women do have to take 
some precautionary measures 
themselves.

Views of Lucknow Girls
After the brutal murder of 

the Lucknow girl, The Times of 
India in the magazine section 
called ‘Lucknow Times’ carried 
a report on college festivals. 
And it carried the opinions of 
some girls.

Avoid going because of bad 
crowd. “Boys get carried away 
and feel they can do whatever 
they want during college 
fests. Passing lewd comments, 

stalking, it’s all very common, 
not only by the outsiders, but 
even regular students. I went for 
the first two years while I was 
here, but eventually realised 
that it’s less of fun and more 
of a headache if you go to the 
fest. That’s why, I’ve completely 
stopped going to my college fest 
altogether,” says Shweta (names 
changed).

Make it a point to dress 
conservatively. “Girls agree 
in unison that their safety is 
in their own hands, especially 
during such fests. Why wear 
skimpy clothes when you 
know such things are bound to 
happen? Lucknow isn’t exactly 
the place where wearing a short 
skirt or dress is well-accepted. 
Boys from smaller towns stay at 
the hostel, and they have a very 
cheap mentality. Majority of the 
girls I know make sure that they 
dress conservatively during the 
fest,” says Natasha.

“I feel ashamed saying this, 
but girls who wear dresses and 
short skirts are actually the 
easiest targets. Even if they go to 
the teachers and complain about 
somebody passing unwanted 
comments, the teachers hold 
them responsible since they’re 
wearing ‘revealing clothes’. It’s 
best to avoid any trouble, so 
how much of a difference does 



Light of Life 26 May 2015 Light of Life 27 May 2015Light of Life 26 May 2015 Light of Life 27 May 2015

it make whether we wear a suit 
or a skirt,” avers Sneha.

Leave early to avoid any kind 
of trouble. “If you want to purely 
enjoy a fest, do not stay beyond 
6 pm,” advises Sheena. “Post 
that, guys go out, get drunk and 
come back. I’ve never stayed 
beyond that time in my three 
years here,” she adds.

“Even though the fashion 
show, band performance and 
DJ night – the so-called fun 
elements of the fest – happen 
during the evening, it’s best 
to leave before that, since 
instances of misbehaviour 
are most common during 

such events when the crowd 
is at its peak; there’s no use 
inviting trouble upon yourself 
by staying till late,” adds 
Natasha.

What I’ve said here is the 
same sort of thing as what these 
wise girls have said. What I’ve 
done is to give you the biblical 
view on dealing with the social 
problem of men and boys who 
turn into beasts. 

Kuruvilla Chandy 
is Pastor of the Grace Bible 

Church, Lucknow.
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how Does goD play  
CriCket?

Vico Zo
Success and achievement come from the Lord.

C.T.Studd, the famous 
English cricketer and a 
member of the English 

XI cricket team, was a very 
wealthy man, but gave up his 
wealth and became a missionary. 
His slogan was, “If Jesus Christ 
be God, and 
died for me, 
then no sacrifice 
can be too great 
for me to make 
for Him.”

F o r m e r 
Z i m b a b w e 
cricket captain 
Tatenda Taibu, 
who became 
the youngest 
test captain in 
history in 2004, brought down 
the curtains on his 11 year long 
international career, saying he 
wanted to focus on working for 
the church. “I just feel that my 
true calling now lies in doing 
the Lord’s work and, although I 
am fortunate and proud to have 
played for my country, time has 
come for me to put my entire 
focus on that part of my life,” 
he said on ESPN. The Lord has 
used many Christian cricketers 

around the world to be a blessing 
to others on the field, as well as 
in the dressing room.

Success And Achievement
Another cricketer reminds 

the Christians today of the bad 
choices we 
make. He was 
the only Chris-
tian player in 
Pakistan’s na-
tional cricket 
team. Later on 
he changed his 
religion to Is-
lam, allegedly 
due to pressure 
to play for his 
country. Just af-
ter a few games, 

he began to underperform and 
the national selection team had 
to drop him. He was never again 
seen on the cricket ground.

This reminds us of Jesus’own 
words, “Apart from me you can 
do nothing” (Jn.15:5). One clas-
sic example of enduring hard-
ship for Jesus Christ is the Scot-
tish sportsman, Eric Liddell. He 
was born in 1902 in Tientsin, 
China, to Scottish missionary 
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parents. In college he became 
known as a runner and was cho-
sen to represent Britain at the 
Paris Olympics in 1924. He was 
known as the ‘Flying Scotsman.’ 
At the 1924 Olympic Games, he 
dropped out of the 100 metre 
run (for which he was trained)
because it was scheduled for a 
Sunday. Instead, he ran in a 400 
metre event, in which he was 
decidedly not favoured, and 
won the gold medal, breaking 
a world record. Just before the 
400-metre race was to begin, 
an unidentified man came up 
to Eric Liddel and handed him 
a piece of paper with a portion 
of 1 Samuel 2:30 scribbled on it, 
“Those who honour Me I will hon-
our.” After the games, he did not 
think of another medal,but went to 
China and served the Lord as a mis-
sionary. Eric said, “I believe God 
made me for a purpose, but He 
also made me fast. And when I 
run, I feel His pleasure.”

Chandu Borde is a living tes-
timony for the Lord. He was 
India’s most promising young 
batsman and became one of the 
country’s leading all-rounders. 
He started his career at Young 
Men’s Christian Association 
(YMCA) in Pune. This young 
boy, with no shoes, played with 
all his heart. In his first game, he 
bowled leg-spin and took three-
wickets. The next day, a local 
Marathi newspaper heralded, 

“Borde three wickets.” The rest is 
history. He played for nearly a 
decade for India in test cricket 
and was appointed chairman of 
the selection committee after his 
on-field career ended. In fact, he 
is the only person to have been 
selected chairman of the selec-
tion committee of the senior 
cricket team for two consecutive 
terms. Chandu recollects, “I am 
happy that during my 10 years 
as chairman of selection com-
mittee, India produced a lot of 
great cricketers like Kapil Dev, 
Sunil Gavaskar, Azharuddin, 
Sachin and all the top players of 
the country.”

In 2007, Chandu was appointed 
manager of the Indian cricket 
team, and during his term of 
office M.S.Dhoni was selected as 
vice captain and Rahul Dravid 
was nominated as captain. He 
gives credit to his Christian faith 
for his milestone achievements. 
He says, “As a cricketer, I believe 
in prayer. Throughout my life, 
God gave me whatever I needed, 
at the right time.” He is also a 
member of the MCC Cricket 
Club in London. The Lord gives 
purpose to those who abide in 
Him and makes them succeed 
in life to bless others.

Honour The Lord 
Chandu recollects how he had 

moved from a small bed-room 
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house to a larger and comfortable 
apartment. When India played 
against the mighty West Indies, 
who scored 500 and the Indians 
were all out for 222, Chandu Borde 
scored no runs at all. That night, 
while he sat all alone in his hotel 
room in Madras, worried about his 
future career in cricket, someone 
knocked on his door. Chandu 
invited the man into his room 
and shared his concerns about the 
next day’s innings with the West 
Indies. As they prayed together, 
Chandu asked, “Lord, I want to be 
a cricketer. If this is Your will, bless 
me.”The next day, although India 
lost the match, Chandu scored 

the highest number of runs. Since 
then, every time Chandu played 
cricket, Philippians 4:4 has been 
his strength, “Rejoice in the Lord 
always.”

If we honour the Lord by 
giving Him our best, He will 
bring us into another level of 
life that will bring glory to His 
name. Success and achievement 
come from the Lord.

Vico Zo is Hospital 
Chaplain under the 
Nagaland Missions 

Movement (NMM), based 
in Shillong, Meghalaya.
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DELHI BIBLE INSTITUTE invites mature candidates for a Course in Expository Preaching and 
Practical Theology from 12 July 2015  to  26 March 2016, following the pattern of the Cornhill Training Course in UK.  

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
What’s the course for?  
The course’s primary aim is to train men to preach, 
while also training men and women to teach the 
Bible, in youth and children’s work, women’s ministry 
and other contexts. 
Who’s it for? 
The course is aimed particularly to godly, reliable 
Bible teachers in the local church, graduates or 
mature students who show aptitude for rigorous 
learning, have a sponsorship from a local church and a 
clear opening for longer term in the local church and 
are able to learn in English.  
What would I learn? 
The course aims to equip Christians to understand the 
Bible accurately, teach the Bible effectively and apply 
the Bible appropriately 

How long does it take? 
The course runs for one academic year (30 teaching 
weeks) of full time study, alongside a practical 
ministry experience and input. 
What else does OYEPPT offer? 
Fellowship with others wanting to serve Christ in the 
ministry of the Word and prayer. 
Access to visiting ministers and the teaching staff. 
Visiting lecturers and speakers who will help us with 
further Bible teaching and other practical skills in 
Christian ministry. 
We study the Bible together 

Each morning begins with the word of God and prayer 
as a student gives an exposition. 
A series of in-depth studies of Bible books, focusing on 
books like Genesis, Exodus, Mark and Romans. 
A course in Bible Basics, including basic facts about 
the Bible, the shape of the Bible, Bible history and 
geography, and a Bible overview to tie our studies 
into a proper Biblical Theology. 
A course in Biblical doctrinal themes. 
We study principles of Biblical preaching 
A foundation course in Principles of Expository 
Preaching. 
A course on Principles of Exposition that runs 
throughout the year, working at how to preach 
different genres of Bible book - the gospels, New 
Testament letters, Old Testament law, Old Testament 
narrative, the prophets, apocalyptic, poetry and 
wisdom literature. 
 

We expound Bible passages 
This is done in small groups with constructive criticism 
from a teacher. The groups can take the form of: 
'Gobbet' groups where short passages of Scripture are 
examined to determine their meaning in context. 
Preaching groups where a student gives a full practice 
talk. 
 

We study Christian doctrine: There is a course on 
Evangelical essentials. 

 
 

If you are interested write now with a personal testimony, Educational qualifications, and a letter of 
recommendation from your pastor to Course Co-coordinator:  
Bible Bhavan, 50, Amrita Shergill Marg, New Delhi – 110003, or 
Contact: (011) 24611311, 24641245, 24643586 Extension.307 (English) 306 (Hindi) 
Mobile: +918527006290 (Hindi Course – Vijay), +919999625833(English Course – Namgyal) 
Email: dbi13.bb@gmail.com (English), dbi17.bb@gmail.com (Hindi) 
Fees: Rs.20,000. Matching scholarship will be given to worthy candidates. We have limited seat so apply soon. 
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DeBate

God does want us to forgive; however, He has not indicated 
anywhere in His word for us to forget (Matt.6:14;Eph.4:32). It is 
impossible to truly forget sins that have been committed against us. 
Nevertheless, forgetfulness is a weakness, and there is a possibility 
to remember what we may have forgotten at one point of time. 
God too remembers that we have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God (Rom.3:23). But, having been forgiven, we are judicially 
justified. Biblical teaching on forgiveness is powerful, in the sense it 
helps an individual who forgives – to keep no intentions of revenge 
or hatred to the other party who has hurt the former’s sentiments. 
Forgiveness is a decision of the will. We should forget what is 
behind and strive toward what is ahead (Phil.3:13).

Dr. Vivek A. Gundimi, Bangalore
The basis of Christianity is forgiveness. Jesus Christ came into this 

world to forgive our sins and to reconcile us to the Father so that 
we would be free from the penalty of sins and receive joy, peace, 
redemption, salvation and eternal life. We are called to follow the 
footprints of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. The word of God 
clearly exhorts us that we should forgive one another (Eph.4:32). 
The Lord Jesus in His dying moments on the cross for the sins of 
the world prayed, “Father, forgive them for they do not know what 
they are doing” (Lk.23:34). 

As humans, it is difficult and sometimes impossible for us to 
forgive our enemies; however, since God has given us His Spirit, it 
should not be difficult to forgive if we take His help. When we start 
forgiving, there is a sense of release, healing, comfort and peace 
that fill our soul.

Our God shows us in His word how He forgives us and even 
forgets our sin. “As far as the east is from the west, so far has He 
removed our transgressions from us” (Psa.103:12). “You will tread 
our sins underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the 
sea” (Mic.7:19).

In Isaiah 38:17 we read that He has put all our sins behind His back. 
And Romans 8:1 says, “Therefore, there is now no condemnation 
for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 

DOES GOD REALLY WANT US TO FORGIVE  
AND FORGET?



Light of Life 32 May 2015 Light of Life 33 May 2015Light of Life 32 May 2015 Light of Life 33 May 2015

We are called to forget what we have forgiven whole-heartedly. 
If a person really repents and asks for forgiveness, he/she deserves 
to be forgiven and restored. Whenever we find it difficult or 
impossible to forget the injustice done to us, we should commit 
negative thoughts into God’s hands who is always with us to heal 
and comfort. If we are willing to forgive and forget as Christ did, 
God will surely help us to follow Him.

Samuel & Rosaline Chandran, Chennai, TN.
If God forgives us and forgets what we have done to Him and 

promises that “as far as the east is from the west, so far has He 
removed our transgressions from us,” and remembers our sins no 
more, it is wickedness to not forgive others. We have been forgiven 
freely and we should also forgive freely. When Jesus taught His 
disciples how to pray, He told them to forgive others as He has 
forgiven them. The Lord also told Peter to forgive seventy times 
seven, which is till the end of the world. Only those who have 
received forgiveness will be able to forgive and forget the injustice 
done to them; this is normal Christian life. “To forgive is to set a 
prisoner free, and realise that the prisoner was us.”

Deepu Varughese, Chittoor, AP. 

LOOKING FOR AN IDEAL PLACE FOR YOUR  
CONFERENCE & RETREATS? COME TO

AFFORDABLE  

PRICES

ST. ANDREW’S CONFERENCE AND TRAINING CENTRE 
PAMBARPURAM,  

KODAIKANAL – 624 103, TAMILNADU

* Exclusive  Christian Conference Centre
* Suitable for Camps and family retreats    

AFFORDABLE PRICES
* Amidst a wooded grove in Kodaikanal
* A haven of peace for a quiet retreat
*	 Enjoy	the	pristine	beauty	of	nature	and	God’s	

creation
* Salubrious mountain air

FOR DETAILS & BOOKINGS 
CONTACT : (O) 9442005023, (04542) 295253 

E-MAIL : standrews.ctc.kkl@gmail.com
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of DharmananDan DiamonDs, 
Dress anD Dharma

Suresh Manoharan
The robe of righteousness is given to an individual  

absolutely free of cost.

Breaking News! Auction 
results are out! The 
gorgeous navy blue suit 

our honourable Prime Minister 
wore to receive US President 
Barack Obama recently went 
under the hammer on Febraury 
20, 2015. With feisty bidding, 
Lalji Patel, owner of a diamond 
manufacturing firm in Surat, 
stamped his ownership on the 
suit which has the PM’s full name 
embroidered into the pinstripes. 
After this high-profile auction, 
Lalji Patel’s prized possession 
was brought in a procession 
to Dharmanandan Diamonds 
factory at Gotalawadi, Surat.

While it is indeed in order 
for the entire Dharmanandan 
fraternity to be justifiably proud 
about having this prestigious 
dress in its possession, let’s 
turn our spotlight on a totally 
different type of a garment, 
albeit of immeasurable value, 
which enhances not only the 
‘feel good factor’ of its wearer 
exponentially, but guarantees 
the concerned individual the 
priceless eternal life. 

“I delight greatly in the 
Lord; my soul rejoices in my 
God. For He has arrayed me in 
a robe of His righteousness” 
(Isa.61:10).

I have ‘tailored’ my message 
for the Master’s glory, using the 
following sub-headings.

Grace
This robe of righteousness 

is the very presence of God’s 
own Holy Spirit! When He is 
in us, we are made ‘righteous’ 
in Christ, meaning we have a 
right standing with God. Lalji 
Patel, while posing for his 
photographs with the Modi 
mannequin, said, “Now I could 
touch and feel the fabric and 
experience the presence of PM 
Modi standing by my side.”

While it cost a hefty sum for  
Patel to become the proud pos-
sessor of the PM’s pulchritudi-
nous apparel, it is purely out of 
the Almighty’s grace that the 
‘robe of righteousness’ is given 
to an individual absolutely free 
of cost, provided he/she comes 
seeking the right relationship 
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STEP is a Christian (evangelical) non-profit organization work-
ing in Odisha, West Bengal and Assam with a vision to see the 
lives of the destitute children, oppressed women, and marginal-
ized community reached through Christ-centered sustainable 
developmental programs.

Director of Operations 
and Development

BD/M.Div/M.Th/MSW with at 
least 3-5 years of field ministry 
experience. He/she must know 
Hindi. 

Community Develop-
ment Coordinator  
(Women candidates only)

BD/M.Div/MSW with at least 2 
years of experience with projects 
among women and children. She 
must know Hindi and English.

Project Manager MSW/M.Div with at least 2 years 
of experience with managing 
various developmental projects. 
He/she should know English and 
Hindi. 

Salary will be negotiated based on an individual’s experience. We thank 
all applicants in advance; however, only those selected for an interview 
will be contacted. Applicants should send a resume and reference  
letters to: The Director, STEP, At/Po. Hatigarh, Dist. Balasore, 
Odisha 756033 or by email: stepministries@hotmail.com

Job Opportunity
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with the Divine Redeemer. 
How?

Grimy
Being related to our original 

sinning parents – Adam and 
Eve – all of us are born with 
grimy attire, so to speak, one 
which is totally unacceptable 
to the holy God. While being 
alive (Heb.9:27), we need to be 
‘robed’ with robes worthy of en-
tering the divine, holy presence; 
otherwise we would not only be 
left alone in this cursed world 
(Gen.3:17;Rom.8:19-22) to fend 
for ourselves, we would also be 
condemned and cast away per-
manently from His holy pres-
ence at death.

The Sovereign, Almighty Cre-
ator does not give His priceless 
robe of righteousness to every-
one; He reserves the right to 
grant it to only those who ap-
proach Him for the robe on His 
terms. For He has paid a heavy 
price to give it to us in the form 
it is now!

When He says, “Come to 
Me and replace your grungy 
clothing with clean ones of 
infinite value, free of cost”, we 
need to listen and obey Him 
implicitly. What happened 
to the poor man of unkempt 
clothing who participated in the 
royal wedding without wearing 
clothes befitting the occasion 
provided to him free of cost by 

the Regal Host? He was tied 
hand and foot and thrown into 
the outer darkness where there 
was weeping and gnashing of 
teeth (Matt.22:12-13)! Let not 
our end be like his.

God accepts us only when we 
come to Him clothed with the 
holy robes of His sinless Son 
Jesus Christ who died on the 
cross for us (2Cor.5:21;Jn.14:6).

Great
Salvation is called great by 

the writer of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews (2:3) because, besides 
being free (none needs to dole 
out 4.32 crore for it) and easily 
accessible (Rom.10:8-10 TLB), it 
cost our Saviour (Tit.2:13) a great 
price to give it to us. The writer of 
Hebrews goes on to warn, “How 
can we escape, if we ignore this 
great salvation?” (2:3).

Let us try and fathom, at least 
to some extent, the true measure 
of our Saviour’s sacrifice which 
ensured that we get the clothes 
of salvation free of cost right 
where we are.

At the Fall (Gen.3), sin dam-
aged the entire personality of 
man. His body, soul and spirit 
were deeply wounded as a result 
of his conscious choice to breach 
his conscience in the Garden of 
Eden at the behest of the crafty 
tempter (vv.1-7). I reiterate that 
at our physical birth we inherit 
the fallen, ‘unrighteous’ person-
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ality of Adam. To provide robes 
of righteousness to clothe all the 
three parts of the fallen man re-
quired that the Saviour should 
suffer on all the three fronts.

Yes, the terrible suffering of 
our Saviour on the cross en-
sured that the robe of righteous-
ness is available for anyone who 
comes to Him in humility and 
accepts it by faith. His physical 
anguish before and during the 
crucifixion was immeasurable. 
Yes, our ‘sickness’ from head to 
toe (Isa.1:6) demanded that our 
Saviour in His atoning work on 
the cross bleed to death from 
head to toe.

What about His emotional 
(soul) suffering before and dur-
ing the crucifixion? I would cau-
tion the readers not to be car-
ried away by some ‘Christian’ 
paintings which depict Christ 
praying in a dignified posture 
in the Garden of Gethsemane 
and being crucified with the 
loin cloth on. Even as the cross 
with all its indescribable pain 
loomed before the spotless Son 
of God, so emotionally was He 
perturbed that He fell prostrate 
on His face (Mk.14:35) sweating 
blood. What about the insults 
heaped on Him all along this or-
deal, the spitting and stripping 
(Matt.27:27-31)? The historians 
tell us that in order to instil ut-
most fear of rebelling against 
their authority, the Romans en-

sured that the perpetrator was 
insulted publicly. This meant 
crucifying Him stark naked! 
So, virtually, Christ covered 
the shame brought about by sin 
(Gen.3:7) by Himself enduring 
shame on the cross (Heb.12:2).

Coming to the spiritual 
suffering, let it be said that when 
all sin came upon His sinless self 
(2Cor.5:21), He experienced hell 
for us so that we do not end 
up there. Jesus’ only source of 
comfort in this fiery affliction till 
then (the Father’s presence) also 
abandoned Him as the holy God 
could not stay in the presence of 
despicable sin; hence that heart-
rending cry from the cross “My 
God, My God, why have you 
forsaken Me?” (not “My Father,” 
as Christ had always addressed 
His Father).

Gratitude 
Where there is gratitude, 

there is bound to be heaven. 
Conversely, where gratitude 
decreases, love of the saved ones 
for the Saviour is bound to drop, 
so much so that the Saviour 
would then be constrained to 
warn that He would take away 
the very robes which make the 
saved ones acceptable to Him 
(Rev.2:5).

While spiritual activities like 
praying, Bible-reading, church-
fellowshipping and witnessing 
in a believer’s life can be likened 
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to basic necessities like food, 
clothing and shelter without 
which an individual would die 
slowly, the robe of righteousness 
(God’s presence) can be likened 
to one’s heart-beat. Take that 
away and the Christian collapses 
instantly.

Grow
One concrete way to mea-

sure our spiritual growth is 
to see our response to human 
praise for our apparent spiritual-
ity (Pro.27:21TLB). The Christian 
‘dress code’ for all seasons of 
praise or criticism is, “clothe your-
selves with humility” (Col.3:21 
NIV) and having the same mind 
as Christ’s (Phil.2:5-11).

That we are nothing without 
the robes of righteousness for 
even a second, is the sober, 
humbling thought which kept the 
spiritual giants like the apostle 
Paul or Bakth Singh or Sadhu 
Sundar Singh firmly rooted 
on the ground. Real growth of 
ministry done for God’s glory 
is directly proportional to one’s 
own growth in humility.

Gratis
Would Mr. Lalji Patel, the 

proud owner of the PM’s costly 
garment, allow strangers free 
access to it? While the Dhar-
manandan family may not al-
low strangers to come anywhere 
near their precious possession, 
what does the Bible say is the 

Christian’s dharma about the far 
more precious robe of righteous-
ness given to him freely? We who 
don that robe need to share the 
news lovingly with our neigh-
bours that this priceless robe 
is also available to them freely 
(Matt.10:8). Satan, the arch en-
emy of God and humanity, hates 
to release his ignorant captives 
from their spiritual poverty and 
deceives them into believing that 
Christians are indulging in forc-
ible conversion. The result of this 
deception is persecution of the 
Christians for preaching the Gos-
pel of God’s grace (Matt.5:11-12), 
which is depriving many people 
of God’s eternal riches offered to 
them in Christ Jesus.

So folks, are you on the lookout 
for the best ever clothes in town? 
Then go no further than the robe 
of righteousness. It never goes 
out of fashion! Hallelujah!

All those whose heart the 
Lord is touching, say this prayer 
right where you are, “Father, I 
confess I am a sinner. Clothe 
me with Your priceless robe of 
righteousness which Your Son 
Jesus Christ has purchased for 
me on the cross. Fill my heart 
with the joy of Your Spirit. In 
Jesus’ name. Amen.
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oraCles of malaChi-part 2
J. Fredric Dawson

Do we measure up to the New Testament standard of giving?

God starts the debate 
with the people of 
Israel by telling them 

that they have turned away 
from His decrees. He tells them 
that, if they return to Him, He 
will return to them (3:7). 

Robbing God
They seem surprised at this 

charge and ask, “How are we 
to turn to God?” They appear 
to argue that since the time of 
their return from the captivity, 
they have rebuilt the temple and 
are regularly offering sacrifices. 
They think they are worshipping 
God as per the Law of Moses 
and that everything is well with 
them. But God points out to 
them that they have robbed Him 
in tithes and offerings (3:7-9).

According to the Law of 
Moses, they are to set apart 
one tenth of all their produce 
(Deut.26:12;14:22-29) which 
was to be given to the priests, 
the alien, the fatherless and the 
widows. In addition, they are 
also required to give freewill 
offerings and special gifts which 
they vow to the Lord (Deut.12:6). 
Perhaps, in all these they had 
cheated God and brought upon 
themselves His curse (3:9). God 

further reiterates in verses 10-
12 what is already given in 
the Mosaic covenant: only if 
they give to God the tithes and 
offerings, they will be blessed 
with good rain and harvest and 
everything will be plentiful, or 
else they will be under curse 
(Deut.27-28). That they did 
not raise any further questions 
indicates that they accepted 
God’s charges.

Whenever we go astray from God, 
we should ensure that we return to 
Him so that He will turn to us. We 
should also stop robbing God.

The concept of tithes and 
offerings in the church age 
is very different from that 
of the Mosaic covenant. In 2 
Corinthians chapters 8 and 9 
and in 1 Corinthians 16:2, the 
apostle sums up the Christian 
doctrine of giving as under.
a. In contrast to the Law which 

imposed giving as a divine 
requirement, Christian giving is 
voluntary and a test of sincerity 
and love (2 Cor.8:1-12).

b. Giving is equated with ser-
vice to the saints (2Cor.9:1). 
In today’s context, giving or 
tithing generally takes the 
form of financial offering 
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which we give to the local 
church, where we meet to 
worship, as well as to ser-
vants of God in various or-
ganisations and institutions. 
Giving to the aliens (strang-
ers), the poor, the widows 
and fatherless is also the be-
liever’s responsibility.

c. Giving is a grace. “Just as 
you excel in everything, see 
that you excel in this grace of 
giving” (2Cor.8:7).

d. Giving should be in keeping 
with one’s ability or income 
(1Cor.16:2). Each one should 
give what he has decided in 
his heart to give (2Cor.9:7).

e. Sacrificial giving with joyful 
hearts in spite of severe trials 
expresses the giver’s grati-
tude to God for His grace 
(2Cor.8:2-7;2Cor.9:12-13).

Do we measure up to the New 
Testament standard of giving? Or, 
are we guilty of robbing God?

Scepticism (3:13-4:5)
God initiates the dialogue and 

tells the people that they are 
saying harsh things about Him. 
These are their statements:
1. It is futile to serve God 

(v.14).
2. There is no gain in carry-

ing out God’s requirements 
(v.14).

3. Certainly evil doers prosper 

and those who challenge 
God escape (v.15).

These sceptical statements 
which God attributes to His 
people appear to arise from their 
deep frustration when they see 
evil abounding around them. 
They see the wicked flourishing 
and those who challenge God 
getting away with their arro-
gance. They also see that God’s 
people, on the other hand, do 
not get rewarded for what they 
do for God. Their faith in God 
who led them thus far through 
thick and thin was on a shaky 
ground!

However, the Lord does not 
answer immediately, but He 
lends His ear to what some of 
them, who really feared God 
and walked in His ways, whis-
per among themselves (v.16). 
He also finds them making a 
list, in His presence, of all those 
who feared and honoured the 
Lord. Apparently, not all the 
people of Israel grumbled and 
made cynical remarks about 
God. There was still a remnant, 
a group of people who feared 
Him, were faithful to Him and 
did not utter harsh words. Then 
God speaks and declares this 
group of people as His own 
treasured possession on whom 
He will have compassion, who 
will also know the distinction 
between the righteous and the 
wicked (3:17-18).
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Judgment
Now God turns His attention to 

the people who had the audacity 
to question His wisdom and 
sovereignty and also to those 
who feared and honoured Him, 
pronouncing His judgment and 
rewards (4:1-3) as follows.
i. All the arrogant and wicked 

people will be consumed by 
fire like stubble (v.1).

ii. For all those who feared 
Him and whose names are 
recorded in the scroll (3:16), 
the sun of righteousness will 
rise with healing in its wings 
(4:2); they will go on joyful-
ly and subdue the wicked 
(4:3). The ‘sun of righteous-
ness’ refers to Jesus Christ 
who will be their light and 
security.

In 4:4-6 God tells the Israelites 
to remember the Law He 
gave through Moses at Horeb. 
Having said that, He predicts the 
coming of a messenger who will 
prepare the way for the coming 
of the Christ before the great and 
dreadful day of God’s wrath 
comes upon the unbelieving 
world. This messenger who 
comes in the spirit of the prophet 
Elijah would turn the hearts of 
the people to God.

After the transfiguration 
experience (Matt.17:10-13), the 
disciples asked Jesus why the 

teachers of the law say that Elijah 
must come first. Jesus replied 
that Elijah had already come, 
but they did not recognise him. 
The disciples understood this 
statement of Jesus as referring 
to John the Baptist, even though 
Jesus did not specifically say so.

Foretelling the birth of John, 
the angel of the Lord told 
Zechariah that John would go 
before the Lord in the spirit and 
power of Elijah to turn the hearts 
of the fathers to their children 
(Lk.1:17). But John himself 
confessed that he was not Elijah. 
No doubt, John’s ministry was 
as powerful as the ministry of 
Elijah, thus fulfilling what the 
angel told Zechariah, his father.

Some scholars say that Elijah 
could be one of the two witnesses 
referred to in Revelation 11:3-13 
who are supposed to prophesy 
for 1260 days (about 3½ years). 
As Jesus said, nobody knows 
the exact day when He is going 
to come and judge the world. 
But as He is sure to come, it is 
incumbent on our part to be 
faithful to Him and not entertain 
any sceptical doubt about 
God when we see evil doers 
prospering around us.
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a kingDom anD its treasUre
Shantanu Dutta

We sometimes locate 
things in the Bible 
that aren’t clear to us 

immediately. That’s especially 
true about the things Jesus says 
about the kingdom of God. There 
are several instances when even 
the disciples pulled Jesus aside 
and said, “Lord, what are you 
talking about?” 

Why is it this way? Why is the 
Kingdom so difficult for us to 
figure out? The simple answer 
is something like this: When we 
leave a dark room and go into 
another that is bright, initially 
we see nothing. Our eyes were 
used to the darkness and it takes 
time for our eyes to adjust. Paul 
teaches in 1 Corinthians 13 that 
love always trusts. Similarly, 
John writes in 1 John 4 that there 
is no fear in love. To those who 
have been believers for years, 
it may be second nature to put 
our trust in Jesus. But those who 
put their faith in Jesus for the 
first time may see more clearly 
what a complex task God has 
made of us. He asks us to cross 
a line from which there is no 
turning back. And that’s scary. 
Till we cross that line, it remains 
an issue, even if we have been a 
Christian for ever.

We have learned to be masters 
of multiplicity. Farmers rotate 
their crops, and folks with extra 
money spread out their invest-
ments. Most good colleges offer 
a broad spectrum of education. 
The smart tradesman also de-
velops skills in many aspects of 
his trade.  Big companies own 
several businesses, each with 
their own niche. Cars have spare 
tyres and planes have reserve 
fuel tanks so that if one part 
fails, the machine can keep go-
ing. However, those who know 
the Bible know that Jesus Christ 
isn’t into diversification. With 
Him, you have to put all your 
eggs in one basket. As citizens 
of God’s kingdom, we are asked 
to put our full trust in Jesus 
alone; but here it is usually the 
norm for us to depend on multi-
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ple sources of security. What we 
choose as our fountainhead of 
security fixes the course of our 
life. It could be, that we say, “Je-
sus is my security.” If that is cor-
rect, then our faith will be seen 
in the way we live. We live in a 
culture where socialising with 
friends is more important than 
meeting God in worship. We get 
so caught up in this that we are 
too busy for more worthwhile 
things. When someone points 
this out, we may squirm, but 
then we do nothing. Why? We 
always choose to do what we 
think is most important. Hav-
ing a choice, we think we have 
freedom. But the source of our 
security decides the choices we 
make.

Security is an immense trea-
sure. No one can live comfort-
ably without a 
sense of security. 
But having security 
in the wrong thing 
does not lead to 
greater well-being. 
When we put our hope in our 
possessions and our money, all 
our effort goes to doing whatev-
er it takes to get money, even to 
the point of pushing aside good 
things. Money is not the root of 
all kinds of evil. But the love of 
money is. As soon as it becomes 
a source of our security, even 
if it is only a source of security 
in addition to our security in 

Christ, we end up in trouble. In 
fact, putting our hope in any-
thing or anyone but Jesus Christ 
is at the root of all our trouble. 
Can we put our security in mon-
ey and material wealth? Yes, we 
can. Can we keep our money to 
our self, and use it only for our 
own pleasures. Yes, we can. Can 
we use money to save ourselves 
from poverty and need? Yes, we 
can. But saving money like that 
will make us bankrupt, perhaps 
not in this life, but certainly in 
the life to come. We cannot af-
ford to put our security in mon-
ey and material wealth. That is a 
false security. A deception.

Jesus has nothing against 
money. Neither, when He com-
mands us to sell our posses-
sions and give to the poor, is 
He against wealth. It is not His 

intention that we, 
or anyone else, be 
poor. He is not tell-
ing us to renounce 
earthly treasures 
and join a convent 

or monastery. He is looking for 
disciples who use their money 
wisely. And so, when He warns 
us not to store up treasures on 
earth, He is warning us that 
wealth will definitely be lost. Ei-
ther it leaves us while we live, or 
we leave it when we die. Trea-
sures on earth are fragile. The 
only way to preserve them is to 
turn them into treasures in heav-

We cannot afford to put 
our security in money and 
material wealth. That is a 

false security. A deception.



Light of Life 44 May 2015 Light of Life 45 May 2015Light of Life 44 May 2015 Light of Life 45 May 2015

Treasures on earth are 
fragile. The only way to 
preserve them is to turn 
them into treasures in 

heaven.
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en. A.W. Tozer said, “Any tem-
poral possession can be turned 
into everlasting wealth. What-
ever is given to Christ is imme-
diately touched 
with immortality.” 
We make choices 
today that may re-
sult in eternal trea-
sures in heaven.

Whatever trea-
sures we store up on earth will 
be left behind when we leave. 
Whatever treasures we store 
up in heaven will be waiting 
for us when we arrive. Not 
only God, not only others, but 

we ourselves are the eternal 
beneficiaries of all our giving. 
Have you been making regular 
deposits into your account in 

heaven? It really 
depends on what 
you see as your 
greatest security: 
God’s kingdom or 
the things of this 
world.
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responDing throUgh faith
Deepika Emmanuel Sagar

When you recognise someone’s need, do you care to help?

A few days later, 
when Jesus entered 
Capernaum, the people 

heard that He had come home. 
So many gathered that there was 
no room left, not even outside 
the door, and He preached the 
word to them. Some men came, 
bringing to Him a paralytic, 
carried by four of them. Since 
they could not get him to Jesus 
because of the crowd, they made 
an opening in the roof above 
Jesus and, after digging through 
it, lowered the mat the paralysed 
man was lying on. When Jesus 
saw their faith, He said to the 
paralytic man, ‘Son, your sins 
are forgiven’.” (Mk.2:1-12).

Understanding Faith
What is faith? “Faith is being 

sure of what we hope for and 
certain of what we do not see” 
(Heb.11:1). We fix our eyes not 
on what is seen, but on what is 
unseen (2Cor.4:18), and in this 
hope we were saved (Rom.8:24). 
Faith is based on our relationship 
with God. Faith exalts what God 
has done, not what people do. 
“Without faith it is impossible 
to please God, because anyone 
who comes to Him must believe 

“ that He exists and that He 
rewards those who earnestly 
seek Him” (Heb.11:6). Through 
the faith of Moses, people 
crossed the Red Sea (Exo.14:21-
31); it was through the faith of 
Abraham that his descendants 
became as numerous as stars in 
the sky (Heb.11:12). Faith keeps 
us firm and helps us to do what 
is right, regardless of our past or 
disapproval of others. 

We all carry some amount of 
faith which helps us through 
our day-to-day activities. But 
how often do we use our faith 
for the sake of others? Has our 
faith, which has helped us, been 
useful for the needy around us? 
The incident recorded by Mark is 
an example of how God can use 
our faith to save lives. What the 
Lord waits for is our willingness 
to let Him use us as His channel 
of blessing to the needy. We just 
have to say “yes” to His will and 
be available for His use. 

Salvation Through Faith
There are two kinds of ‘righ-

teousness’ – man’s righteous-
ness and God’s righteousness. 
God looks at our righteousness 
as ‘filthy rags’ and ‘hides’ His 
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face from us (Isa.64:6-7). The 
good news is that God in His infi-
nite love has made a way for us 
to obtain His righteousness so 
that we could be reconciled to 
Him. That Way is Jesus Christ, 
the Righteous One (Jn.14:6;Acts 
4:12;1Pet.3:18). This righteous-
ness is a free gift from God to 
humankind – a gift that can be 
received by anyone through 
a simple act of faith in Jesus 
Christ (Rom.3:21-24). To receive 
this free gift, God has given us 
another free gift – the gift of faith 
which He expects us to exercise 
so that we partici-
pate in the divine 
nature – possessing 
God’s righteous-
ness (Eph.2:8-10; 
2Pet.1:4). 

Faith In Action
When you rec-

ognise someone’s need, do you 
care to help? Many people have 
spiritual and physical needs 
which you on your own or with 
someone else’s help can meet. 
The paralytic’s need moved 
his friends into action and they 
brought him to Jesus. It was 
the faith of those four men who 
brought the paralytic man to 
Jesus that was rewarded. Jesus 
honoured her faith and healed 
the man. For good or bad, our 
faith affects others. We should 
look for opportunities to bring 

people closer to Jesus. We can-
not make a person Christian, but 
we can do a lot of good through our 
words, actions and love that would 
give people a chance to respond to 
the Christ whom we seek to pres-
ent to them. This is possible 
only when we possess God’s 
gift of salvation and allow 
Christ to live in and through us 
(Jn.15:4-5). 

James gives us practical sug-
gestions to demonstrate our faith 
and says that faith not accompa-
nied by action is dead. “What 
good is it, my brothers, if a man 

claims to have 
faith but has no 
deeds? Can such 
a faith save him? 
Suppose a brother 
or a sister is with-
out clothes and 
daily food. If one 

of you says to him, ‘Go, I wish 
you well; keep warm and well 
fed,’ and does nothing about 
his physical needs, what good 
is it?” (2:14-17). It is through 
our faith and obedience that we 
show our love and commitment 
to God and our neighours. True 
faith always manifests itself in 
good deeds. 

It is through our faith and 
obedience that we show 

our love and commitment 
to God and our neighours. 

True faith always manifests 
itself in good deeds. 

Deepika Emmanuel Sagar 
is currently pursuing her 
doctorate in Botany from 

JNVU, Jodhpur



Light of Life 48 May 2015 Light of Life 49 May 2015Light of Life 48 May 2015 Light of Life 49 May 2015

yoUr QUestions answereD
Sandeep Poonen

Question:
Can you help me understand 

the meaning of Psalm 23? 
For example, why does the 
Shepherd make me lie down in 
green pastures rather than make 
me eat there?
Answer:

Verse 1: The Lord is my 
Shepherd, I shall not want. 
“I shall not want” can be 
paraphrased as “I do not have 
lack.” This is definitely not 
support for the prosperity gospel 
of earthly riches. Reading this 
whole chapter reveals somebody 
who goes through difficult 
circumstances, but can still 
testify to a God who provides 
for all his needs. The sheep of 
God are not ones exempt from 
hard circumstances, but ones 
who still proclaim, “I do not 
have any lack with God as my 
altogether Good Shepherd!”

Verse 2: He makes me lie down 
in green pastures; He leads 
me beside quiet waters. What 
does a sheep typically do in 
green pastures? Eat! But that’s 
not what the Good Shepherd 
makes His sheep do. He makes 

us lie down and rest, when 
our instincts tell us to eat. He 
teaches us to rest in Him first 
of all, rather than immediately 
satisfying our appetites. And 
He brings us to a place of rest 
alongside quiet waters, rather 
than allowing us to drink at the 
first sight of water. (He satisfies 
our thirst and hunger later, and 
in a much better way.)

The first day of Adam/Eve’s 
existence was a day of rest (the 
7th day of creation). So Adam/
Eve’s first day wasn’t spent 
being fruitful, or multiplying, 
or even ruling over the rest of 
creation – even those were all 
commanded by God. They spent 
their first day resting with God.

God desires sheep who long 
for the company of the Good 
Shepherd most of all. Such 
sheep are not worried about their 
provisions. They know He will 
provide that for them, so they 
prioritise resting with Him and 
putting Him first (Matt.6:33).

Verse 3: He restores my soul; He 
guides me in the paths of righ-
teousness for His name’s sake. 
The Shepherd makes us lie down 
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in the place where sheep nor-
mally eat, and leads us beside the 
still waters, where sheep nor-
mally quench their thirst, be-
cause He is most of all interested 
in the restoration of our souls. He 
will not deprive us of our physi-
cal needs. But He is firm about 
the right priorities. He knows 
that the restoration of our souls 
is of primary importance.

So, I am wise if I refuse to 
think of God as a mean puppet-
master. He is altogether good. 
And no matter what my 
complaints and grumblings are, 
God remains steadfast in His 
purpose to restore my soul from 
all the poison of sin that plagues 
me, and my selfish tendency to 
set my mind on earthly things 
and thereby destroy myself.

Verse 4a: Even though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I fear no evil, for 
You are with me. A sister who 
had recently lost her husband 
through tragic circumstances 
shared this with me: God does 
not lead us through the dark 
valley of death; He leads us 
through the dark valley of 
the shadow of death. Toddlers 
might be intimidated by their 
own shadow, but not adults. 
A shadow poses no threat. So 
also, there is no sting in death, 
because the sting of death is 
sin (1Cor.15:55-57) and our sins 

were cleansed by Jesus’ blood 
when we believed in Him.

Freedom from the fear of evil 
and the shadow of death is found 
in God’s presence (You are with 
me). Our advance preparation 
for these dark trials is to simply 
grow in our trust of God and His 
word. None of us is promised 
exemption from evil or death. 
But all of us who believe in Jesus 
Christ can find freedom from 
the paralysing fear of evil and 
death.

Verse 4b: Your rod and Your 
staff, they comfort me. The 
Shepherd’s staff yanks me out 
of harm’s way, and rescues 
me from the briars of sin that I 
might be entangled in. There is 
clear comfort in His staff.

But His rod is less enjoyable 
(Heb.12:11). It corrects me in 
areas of small disobediences, and 
rebukes me for even minor ways 
where I seek my own will rather 
than the Shepherd’s will. But I 
must grow in valuing the need 
for and even finding the comfort 
of His rod. As I walk with Jesus, 
I must recognise that His rod is 
critical to protect and mature 
me. So, I don’t draw back from 
His correction, and even find 
comfort (security) in His loving 
protective correction.

Verse 5: You prepare a table 
before me in the presence of my 
enemies; You have anointed 
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my head with oil; my cup 
overflows. The Good Shepherd 
does not have me eat the green 
pastures (He makes me lie 
down there) or drink from the 
still waters (He guides me 
beside them). There’s a very 
good reason for this: He has a 
home-cooked feast waiting for us, 
and in a much better setting.

This is just like a loving Dad 
who ignores his child’s tearful 
requests to buy food at the 
various stores they pass by on 
their way home, because he 
knows that the boy’s mother 
is preparing all the child’s 
favourite foods at home. Once 
the child sees the feast and the 
endless drinks at home, he will 
forget all thoughts of complaints 
of the Dad’s earlier refusals.

Such is the feast God prepares 
for us. But the feast is all the 
more special because it is set in 
the most remarkable of places: 
in the presence of our enemies.

Just imagine how a sheep 
might fantasise with thoughts 
of revenge towards the 
wolves. Imagine how a sheep 
would love to somehow avenge 
all the torment it faced from the 
wolves. How it might wish for 
the strength to utterly crush the 
next wolf that attacks it, rather 
than constantly running away 
and even losing loved ones to 
the wolves!

Here’s the torment the Good 
Shepherd has in mind for our 
enemies: He makes all our 
enemies (the wolves of the devil 
and his forces) line up. And in 
the presence of these salivating 
wolves, He prepares a feast 
along with overflowing cups 
for me. The wolves are tortured 
as they are forced to watch, 
salivating, but helpless because 
they cannot touch me. The 
Good Shepherd has disarmed 
the enemy, and they’re forced 
to sit there and be humiliated by 
God’s favour on me (Col.2:13-
15). In the presence of my 
enemies, God makes a public 
display of His great favour to 
me by anointing my head with 
the oil of His Holy Spirit. The 
Holy Spirit is not some small 
gift from God; He is part the 
Triune God Himself. The Holy 
Spirit Himself is poured out on 
me (Rom.5:5). This is so much 
better than a king giving me 
his signet ring of authority and 
power. This is the King giving 
His very self – His divine nature 
– to me (2Pet.1:4).

Verse 6a: Surely goodness and 
lovingkindness will follow me 
all the days of my life. Now 
what happens when I get up 
from such a table, anointed 
with the Holy Spirit and full 
from feasting and drinking of 
the goodness of God (all in the 
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presence of my enemies)? I will 
get up filled to overflowing and 
dripping with the goodness and 
the lovingkindness of God.

As I continue my journey, this 
is the trail that I leave behind 
me. Yes, I surely leave a trail 
of godly character and godly 
virtues. But that is not the 
essence of the trail left behind 
by the sheep of God. The sheep 
of God have nothing to boast 
in themselves, except of God’s 
goodness and loving-kindness 
towards them.

This is the lasting memory 
(trail) that they leave behind: 
Ones who have been restored, 
drenched, and empowered by 
the goodness and loving kind-
ness of God.

Verse 6b: And I will dwell in 
the house of the Lord forever. 
But none of the above is my 
goal. My goal is singular: To be 
at home with the Lord.

So, my goal is not the green 
pastures or the still waters. My 

goal is not the humiliation of 
my enemies, as I am blessed 
by God. My goal is not the 
trail of loving-kindness and 
goodness that I leave behind. 
That is all part of my legacy 
and my life, but not my goal or 
my glory. My goal is simply to 
dwell in the house of the Lord 
forever.

I am single-minded and 
purposeful to pursue this one 
thing: To dwell in God’s house 
forever.

His company (and where He 
lives) is all that I seek.

He alone and His company alone 
is what I seek.

I pray that the Lord will help 
us live this blessed life.

Sandeep

Sandeep Poonen  
is a software engineer who 

has an active ministry 
speaking to young people  

and college students.
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reaDy to give an answer
Cyril Georgeson

Who is doing the work of converting?

Word and The World

Churches vandalised, 
71-year old nun raped 
in Bengal, Home Min-

ister calls for debate on anti-con-
version law. This is the nature of 
headlines these days. The Chris-
tian community has been pro-
testing and raising awareness on 
how they are deliberately being 
marginalised. There are aspects 
to this situation that are for the 
good of the church at large. The 
church is now united, and this 
is something that we need to be 
grateful to God for. Further, as 
Peter encourages the church, we 
should always be ready “to give 
an answer to everyone who asks 
us a reason for the hope that we 
have, yet with gentleness and 
respect” (1Pet.3:15). Let’s look 
at a few situations where we 
would have an opportunity to 
‘give an answer’ which would 
encourage friends to consider 
Christ and His disciples.

The Temple
Subramanian Swamy made 

headlines by saying that God is 

not in churches or in mosques, 
but that these are mere buildings 
where prayers are offered. On the 
other hand, he said that temples 
are places where God lives. This, 
of course, was unsettling to a 
large number of people and also 
raised the political temperature. 
Some attributed this to his 
penchant for sensationalism and 
as an attempt to draw attention 
to himself – which may be true. 
We should not allow ourselves to 
be upset with this, since the Bible 
clearly teaches that the disciple of 
Jesus is the ‘temple of the living 
God’. This could be a good way 
of helping our non-Christian 
friends to know that we do not 
believe that God can be limited to 
a building but chooses to dwell in 
the human heart when we have 
surrendered our lives to Him. 
Nevertheless, this is not a licence 
for them to take our places of 
worship for granted.

Anti-conversion Law
In  March, while addressing  

the conference of State  
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Minorities Commission, India’s 
Home Minister Rajnath Singh 
said, “In other countries it is the 
minorities which ask for anti-
conversion law. Here, we are 
only saying that there should be 
an anti-conversion law. There 
should be debate over it. We 
must think of bringing anti-con-
version law. I humbly request 
all of you to think over it.”

Who is doing the work of 
converting? If anyone thinks 
that it is Christians 
and missionaries 
doing it, they have 
got it wrong. As 
has so oft been 
repeated, it is the 
Holy Spirit who 
convicts of sin and 
draws a person 
into a relationship 
with Jesus.

To suggest that 
we should have an anti-conver-
sion law, or have a moratorium 
on conversion, is absurd even 
from a general human perspec-
tive. Choosing one’s belief is a 
fundamental human right that 
cannot be impinged upon. One 
ceases to be human if one cannot 
make choices in various areas 
of life, including the faith one 
chooses to be an adherent of. 
No law can enslave the human 
heart. So, this kind of conversa-
tion about the anti-conversion 

law stems either from a misun-
derstanding of ‘what conversion 
is’ or a futile attempt to muzzle 
the heart and mind of people.

exclusive And Superior
A charge is often made that 

those who share the Gospel and 
invite people into a relationship 
with Jesus do so because they 
believe that their faith is superior. 
It is imperative to deal with this 
mind-set – either on our side or 

theirs. Pride and 
arrogance are the 
deadliest of all sins. 
Even in matters of 
belief it would be 
a stumbling block. 
We need to gently 
point out that 
this is not about 
what is superior, 
but about what is 
‘true’. We need to 
graciously nudge 

the direction of the discussion 
from ‘superior-inferior’ to ‘true-
false’. We share because it’s true 
that “Jesus is the only way and 
no one goes to the Father (God) 
except through Him.” As much 
as we are not arrogant or proud 
when we claim that ‘2+2=4’ or 
that ‘the sun is at the centre of 
our solar system’, we share the 
truth that “In the beginning 
was the Word…and the Word 
became flesh and dwelt among 
us.”

Choosing one’s belief is a 
fundamental human right 
that cannot be impinged 
upon. One ceases to be 

human if one cannot make 
choices in various areas of 
life, including the faith one 
chooses to be an adherent 
of. No law can enslave the 

human heart.
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Yes, we do agree that we are 
making an exclusive claim; but 
they need to be reminded that 
their claim is also exclusive. 
How? When they say that “all 
ways lead to God,” they are say-
ing that their view on reality (that 
all ways lead to God) is the only 
correct view. Are they not being 
exclusive? So, exclusivity is not 
the prerogative of the biblical 
faith, but is true for anyone who 
supports a pluralistic perspec-
tive. It’s just that they do not rec-
ognise their exclusivity because 
it is shrouded in false generosity 
and phony tolerance.

When they disagree with the 
claim that ‘Jesus is the only way’, 

they are arguing that some ways 
are not correct. In other words, 
they accept that some views on 
reality (that Jesus is the only 
way) are not agreeable to them. 
Thus, they will also have to move 
from their supposedly ‘broad-
minded and tolerant’ position 
that all ways are equally true.

We need to thoughtfully and 
prayerfully engage with our 
friends from other faiths that 
they too may know the Truth so 
that Jesus may set them free.

Cyril Georgeson  
is a commentator  

on social, cultural and  
apologetic trends,  
based in Mumbai.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY-66

the tongUe trap
Oby Cherian

Your words may hurt another person, but often they  
hurt you just as much.

Although ships are so 
large and are driven by 
strong winds, they are 

steered by a very small rudder 
wherever the pilot wants to go. 
Likewise, the tongue is a small 
part of the body, but it makes 
great boasts. Consider what a 
great forest is set on fire by a 
small spark”(Jas.3:4,5).

The end of the conversation 
left me with a bad taste in my 
mouth. I had a good quiet time 
and the morning had started 
off well. I was sitting there qui-
etly writing out 
a chart when this 
old patient of mine 
leaned through 
the window and 
said, “Hello doc-
tor, my relative 
is admitted here.” So started a 
conversation that went through 
local politics, concessions that 
he wanted and the practices of 
big corporate hospitals. It’s not 
fair to say that he egged me on; 
actually, some of my own oft-
hidden resentments needed a 
little encouragement to sneak 
out and air themselves. And 
that is what they did. Soon the 
old man’s daughter came along 

and added her own bits to keep 
the fire going. It was a full fif-
teen minutes before I came to 
my senses and decided it was 
time to quit. I got up and left to 
see another patient, feeling that 
I should have done this a while 
ago. It would have saved me fif-
teen minutes of my time and a 
sour feeling that stayed with me 
for an hour or two. I knew I had 
said some things that were un-
wholesome; more than that, it 
made my heart dwell on anger 
and resentment.

The tongue has 
a way of carrying 
you away,  espe-
cially if there is 
someone playing 
along. Your words 
may hurt another 

person, but often they hurt you 
just as much. They have a way 
of reinforcing who you are for 
better or worse. One way to 
cut short a conversation that is 
straying is to get up from your 
seat and go away for a few mo-
ments.

We might think gossip is 
an innocuous pastime. But 
it’s serious business because 

We might think gossip is 
an innocuous pastime. But 
it’s serious business because 

God’s word says that it is 
like the rudder of a ship.
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God’s word says that it is like 
the rudder of a ship. You think 
your ‘will’ guides your life; 
true, it may hold the wheel, but 
what actually turns the ‘ship’ 
is the ‘tongue’ that voices your 
thoughts; and when they are 
voiced, they somehow become 
avatars of a greater demon that 
can change lives – and it usually 
starts with you.

I remember another time when 
I got on a roll during a sermon 
and could not stop myself say-
ing something that I should not 
have said; there in the pulpit, 
I apologised before the whole 
congregation. That was an em-
barrassment I will never forget.

So, how do we control this 
‘world of evil’ as James calls 
it (3:6)? “Set a guard over my 
lips, Oh Lord,” that is what the 
psalmist prayed (141:3). Like the 
psalmist, we need a guard only 
God can provide. The first thing 
to do is to ask the Lord for help.

The next thing to do is to 
control our thoughts because 
that is the wheel that turns the 
rudder. Here is where the battle 
between the flesh and the spirit 
is fought. For example, if you 
keep encouraging suspicious 
thoughts about a colleague, be 
sure those thoughts will come 
out some time. As one of my 
friends used to say, “If you want 
to know what is inside a bottle, 
give it a good shake and what is 
inside is bound to spill out.”

The first thing is to allow God to 
change what is inside the bottle.
The second is to be careful of the 
times when we are shaken up. 
Like when you are angry, when 
you have just had great success 
in something or even when you 
have had a great setback. These 
are the times when we can slip. 
The Lord says in Matthew 10:19 
that the Holy Spirit will give 
you the words you are to speak. 
When is the last time that we 
have waited for the Spirit to 
give us our words?

The next thing is to keep away 
from the gossip gang. When you 
see one of them coming your 
way, say a silent prayer and 
move if you can.

If it is something planned 
(like a meeting), write down 
what you are going to say and 
stick to it. Sometimes, it’s better 
to write than to speak. When 
they cornered our Lord over the 
woman caught in adultery, Jesus 
did not say a word; instead, He 
wrote. When He stood before 
the chief priest and Pilate, at one 
point He became silent. In the 
worst of circumstances, silence 
may be our best answer.

“For the mouth speaks what 
the heart is full of”(Lk.6:45).

Dr. Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in the Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, 

Tamilnadu.
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Leadership lessons from the book of Joshua

aCComplishment
Vijay Thangiah

You are never too old to lead.

We read in Joshua 13:1, 
“Now Joshua was 
old and stricken in 

years; and the LORD said to 
him, ‘You are old and stricken 
in years, and there remains 
yet very much land to be 
possessed’.”
1. Leadership responsibilities 

can make a person old 
beyond his age.

 When he succeeded his men-
tor Moses, he seemed so vig-
orous, strong, and focussed. 
Now he is battle-scarred; 
leadership has taken its toll 
on him. The phrase ‘ad-
vanced in years’ in Hebrew 
suggests that he has failing 
capacities; he’s starting to 
lose it physically and men-
tally. He’s not the man he 
was.

 Old is too absolute a word. He 
did not live beyond hundred 
and ten years (Josh.24:29), 
and this was not a great age 
for the time. But in several 
instances the Hebrew word 
employed here is used not so 

much in respect of the num-
ber of years men lived, but 
rather in regard to the weak-
ening of the vital powers. It is 
said in Genesis 27, “Isaac was 
old,” i.e., he had aged, for he 
lived forty-three years after 
that. So, in regard to David, 
“the king was very old,” i.e., 
much aged (1Kgs.1:15) for he 
could not have been more 
than seventy when he died. 
The hardships and anxieties 
of his life had aged him. So it 
was perhaps with Joshua.

2. You can still be young when 
you are old.

 Moses had not aged even at 
one hundred and twenty. 
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About CV
Christian Vision is an international charity based organisation in the 
United Kingdom with a vision to engage in global evangelism and 
Christian ministry around the world, in order to reach one billion 
people with a clear opportunity for them to choose their personal 
faith in Jesus Christ. Our mission is to introduce people to Jesus and 
encourage them to become His true followers.

For further information visit

http://fbl.me/cvjobs
indiajobs@cvglobal.co

www.cvglobal.co
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Could this have been because 
Jehovah constantly talked 
with Moses, and knew him 
face to face? And may we 
not say that that heavenly 
intercourse even sustained 
the vital powers? The work 
of the Lord, though success-
fully carried on, as it was by 
Joshua, may wear men out 
by its very excitement. But 
personal intercourse with 
Him is like eating of the tree 
of life, and “in His presence 
is the fullness of joy.” In this 
personal intercourse Moses 
was more highly favoured 
than his successor, Joshua.

3. Men may get old, but God 
does not and His work goes 
on.

 Joshua was 
trained under 
Moses’ leader-
ship, and he 
watched Moses 
divide the land 
east of the Jordan. But he 
also watched Moses go up 
on Mount Nebo, look across 
into the Promised Land, 
and hear God tell him, “You 
will not enter. You will die 
with the work undone. You 
will never experience what 
you’ve lived your whole life 
looking forward to. Others 
will pick up the responsi-

bility and carry on in your 
place.” Joshua, of course, did 
that. So he understands that 
God will raise up somebody 
to take his place in turn. God 
is ultimately responsible for 
leadership. 

4. You do not have to accom-
plish it all.

 But the work isn’t complet-
ed. He’s running out of time 
and energy, but he still has 
to divide up the land. He is 
not the General leading the 
united armies of Israel now; 
each tribe must fight its own 
battles. It comes as a startling 
moment of truth when we re-
alise our human limitations 
and discover that we may 

never accomplish 
everything that we 
planned to accom-
plish in this life. 
Yet Joshua doesn’t 
get discouraged.

Even though we 
don’t accomplish everything 
we might wish, God’s work 
continues on, and He accom-
plishes His purposes. 

Vijay Thangiah 
 is the National Executive  

Director  of Youth For 
Christ.

Though we don’t 
accomplish everything we 
might wish, God’s work 

continues on, and He 
accomplishes His purposes.
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CrossworD no.17
J. Fredric Dawson

James	and	1	&	2	Peter	(New	International Version)

Answers received after 31st May 2015 will not be considered.
Send in your answers with Bible references by E-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, to reach Light 
of Life, Post Box 4576, 21 YMCA Road, Mumbai 400 008, not later than May 31, 2015. Please indicate 
your name, address and Light of Life Subscription Number while sending the answers. – Ed.

Clues Across:  

1. James exhorts believers in Christ not to show 
……… ( ………ch.    v.     ) 

6. “If anyone considers himself as ……….. and 
yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he 
deceives himself and his religion is worthless 
.” (……ch.   v.      )

7. “Not many of you should presume to be 
teachers, my brothers, because you know that 
we who ……will be judged more strictly.” 
(………ch.      v.     )

9. Peter has written his first epistle with the help 
of ……….  (……….ch.    v.     )

10. “Whoever would love life and see good days 
must keep his tongue from evil and….. from 
deceitful speech.” (………ch.      v.      )

11. “As the body without the spirit is 
……, so faith without deeds is ……”  
(……..ch.     v.    )

13. “Each one should whatever gift 

NOTE: Since the New International Version (NIV) of the Bible is being published by different publishers, 
there are variations in the translations. Therefore, we have decided to use the NIV published by Zondervan, 
copyright by International Bible Society, for all the Crossword puzzles. Readers attempting the Crossword 
puzzles are requested to note this requirement. 

1 2 3 4 5

6

7 8 9

10 11 12

13

14 15 16

17

Note: 1. Answers without the Scripture references will not be considered.
          2. Incorrect reference is counted as error, even though the word is correct.

he has received to serve others.”  
(………ch.     v.      )

15. “But just as He who called you is holy, so be 
holy in …… you do.” (…ch.   v.     )

17. Peter asks us to add to our knowledge, ……… 
(…………ch.      v.        )     

Clues Down: 

1. Those chosen to be born through the word of 
truth are a kind of ………..of all He created. 
(……….ch.     v.     )

2. “See how the farmer waits for the land to yield 
its ……… crop and how patient he is for the 
autumn and spring rains.” (……ch.      v.      )

3. When Elijah prayed, the heavens gave.……
and earth produced its crops. (……ch.   v.    )

4. “But you have ……….the poor. Is not the rich 
who are exploiting you?” (………ch.   v.    )

5. “Your wealth has rotted, and …….have eaten 
your clothes.” (………ch.    v.    )
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8. “In His great mercy He has given us new birth 
into a living ……, through resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead” (……ch.  v.       )

9. “Do not merely listen to the word, and 
…….deceive yourselves.” (……ch.     v.      )

12. We are asked to resist the.……so that he can 
flee from us. (…… ch.     v.       )

14. “They have left the straight way and 
wandered……to follow the way of Balaam son 
of Beor who loved the wages of wickedness” 
(……….ch.      v.        )      

16. “and if he rescued …..., a righteous man, who 
was distressed by the filthy lives of lawless 
men…”(………ch.      v.     )

Answers to Crossword No.15

Clues Across: Clues Down:
1. Aristarchus (Philemon v.24)  1. authorities (Titus 3:1)   
5. treat (1Timothy 5:1)   2. Titus (2Timothy 4:10)   
8.  order (1Timothy 4:3)  3. hands (1Timothy 2:8 )   
9. owe ( Philemon v.19) 4. share (2Timothy 2:6)
10. set (1Timothy 4:12)   6. Eve (1Timothy 2:13)   
13. ideas (1Timothy 6:20)   7. hot (1Timothy 4:2)   
14. heart (1Timothy 1:5)    11 save (1Timothy 1:15)  
16. integrity (Titus 2:7) 12. gentle (1Timothy 3:2,3)
19. spontaneous (Philemon v.14) 15. Troas (2Timothy 4:13)   

17. too (2Timothy 4:15)    
18. get (2Timothy 3:9)

P. Sundar Arul Nathan, Nellore, AP.
Nitin Arole, Pune, Mah.
D. Alexander, Mumbai, Mah.
Christy Inbaraj, Roorkee.
Jalaja Sulochana, Hyd. AP.
Jasmine Christopher, Pune, Mah.
John Amarnath Lal, Allahabad, UP.
Hepsy Dinakar, Coimbatore, TN.
Chandra	Kumari	Mohan,	Nagercoil,	TN.
Monika Divakar, Solapur, Mah.
D. Christine C. Prabha, Vellore, TN.
Percy Charles, Mumbai, Mah.
A. Sunderraj, Ambernath, Mah.
Jalaja Sulochana, Hyderabad, AP.

All correct:

One error:

Y. Imti Tzudir, Dimapur, Nagaland.
Daisy Frank, Vadodara, Guj.
Josline Charles, Alibag, Mah.
Matilda	Steven,	Karimnagar,	Telan.
Biswa Ranjan Monahty, Jamshedpur, Jharkh.
K.	Jeyapandiaraj,	Vellore,	TN.
Vijay Swami, Nagpur, Mah.
K.	P.	Mohandas,	Bidar,	Ka.
Licy Oommachan, Bhopal, MP.
Elizabeth J. Varghese, Mumbai, Mah.
Beatrice Thompson, Mumbai, Mah.
Ponmary Shekhar Nadar, Navi Mumbai, Mah.
C. N. Tigga, Ranchi, Jharkh.
G. Susan Abraham, Hyderabad, AP.

Neelima	Kanaparthi,	Hyderabad,	Telan.	(Down-11	
save 1Tim.1:15)
Hillel Johnson, Vellore, TN. (Down-15 Troas 
2Tim.4:13)
N.	Stephens,	Gandhdham-Kutch,	Guj.	(Down-15	
Troas 2Tim.4:13)
Ivor Valentine, Mumbai, Mah. (Across-1 
Aristarchus – Philemon 24)

Vijayamalar G., Chennai, TN. (Down-11 save 
1Tim.1:15)
Keren	S.	Peters,	Pune,	Mah.	(Across-1	
Aristarchus – Philemon 24)
W.	O.	Salins,	Mangalore,	Ka.	(Across-1	
Aristarchus – Philemon 24)
M. Ratna Prabhu, Ahmedabad, Guj. (Down-7 hot 
– 1Tim.4:2)
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VACANCY

Applications are invited by the eligible Christian 
Candidates residing in Mumbai or nearby towns for the 
following post at The Bible Society of India, Bombay 
Auxiliary office, Fort, Mumbai – 400 001

Post: Driver : Group D 2 (Male)

Salary Scale : 3680-200-5680-240-9280-280-12080

Approximate Rs.: 11,416/- per month

Qualification : 10th Pass + Valid Driving License

(Knowledge of all the roads in Mumbai & Maharashtra)

Apply on plain paper (preferably typed) giving complete 
bio-data alongwith copies of certificates and recommen-
dation of Pastor. Application must reach the following ad-
dress on or before 15th June 2015. Please note applica-
tion received after due date will not be eligible.

Address: 
The Bible Society of India 

Bombay Auxiliary – Maharashtra & Goa 
Malhotra House, ground Floor, 

Opp. GPO, Fort, Mumbai – 400 001. 
Tel: 022-22611707
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Church Attacked
(TOI ). The attack on a church 

under construction at Kaimri 
village in Hisar district captured 
national headlines. Pushed into 
the limelight, priest Subhash 
Chand responded to Haryana 
CM Manohar Lal Khattar’s 
statement that he was trying 
to convert local youths in 
Hisar with promise of a bride. 
Scared to go back, he is now 
staying in Ambala with his 
wife Sunita. He says that he is 
opposed to gharwapsi and there 
is no evidence of him trying to 
convert anyone. 

“There can’t be a change of 
religion, there can only be a 
change of heart. And no one 
can change your heart by force. 
When a person feels inclined to 
a certain way of thinking, why 
stop him?” Subhash Chand 
said.

Christian MPs Against 
Attacks

(TOI). Concerned over the 
attacks on their community 
“ever since the Modi government 
has taken over,” 19 Christian 

MPs met at the Bishop’s home 
in Delhi on 17th March. It was 
the first such meet and among 
those present were RS deputy 
chairman P.J.Kurien (Congress), 
Derek O’Brien (TMC) and 
NPP’s P.A.Sangma. They were 
of the view that Christians must 
get proactive in voicing their 
concerns and protecting their 
interests.

It was decided that by 
the next meeting in May, a 
common agenda paper would 
be prepared with the signatures 
of Christian MPs and cleared 
by their respective parties. The 
agenda paper will be circulated 
among the larger Christian 
community with the aim of 
bringing all denominations on a 
common platform.

elderly Nun Attacked
(TOI). Catholic leaders are 

‘satisfied’ with CM Mamata 
Banerjee’s decision to seek CBI 
probe into the sexual assault of 
the elderly nun and vandalisa-
tion of Ranaghat chapel.

The visit by CBCI president 
Basellos Cardinal Cleemis to 
Ranaghat hospital acted like a 
salve for the nun. The Cardinal 
prayed with her and doctors for 
her well-being. “We are hum-
bled by her spirit of forgiveness 
and love even in the face of such 
grave aggression. We join her in 
the spirit of forgiveness. But, at 
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Training the trainers:          equipping the labourers:       enhancing the harvest 

India Graduate School of Missiology 
(Affiliated to Indian Institute of Missiology) 

We offer the following programs in missiology :

Residential program  : B.Th and M.Div – for the young men and women 
Evening College  : B.Th and M.Div. – for the lay people 
Extension program  : B.Th and M.Div. – for the cross cultural missionaries 
Modular program  : M.Th. and D.Miss – for the Church and mission leaders 
Distance Education program : B.Th. and M.Div. – offered through churches, missions, and NGOs 

Features : 

 Excellent cross cultural context and exposure 
 Ideal for pastors and missionaries 
 Opportunity for higher level missiological training 
 Partial scholarship available for deserving candidates 
 D.Miss is the college program 
 Campus is also available for any retreat, seminars and camps 

Please apply :       Please call: 

Registrar       044-2-764-5584 
India Graduate School of Missiology    0-944-515-9913 
167, Red Hills Road, Ikkadu Kandigai   0-994-377-7106 
Tiruvallur, TN 602 021     sjena1700@gmail.com
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the same time, we want justice 
to be done and the miscreants 
brought to book. They violated 
human dignity and spiritual 
ethics of the country. As a so-
ciety, we must ensure such acts 
never happen again,” said the 
Cardinal.

Trapped in a no-win situa-
tion, Mamata gave in to pres-
sure to handover the Ranaghat-
gangrape case to the CBI, just 
before the president of CBCI, 
Baselios Cardinal Cleemis, was 
to meet her. This is a surprising 
u-turn from Mamata’s uncom-
promising anti-CBI stand. But 
with the State CID drawing an 
embarrassing blank in five days 
of investigation and pressure 
mounting on her – from Rome 
to Ranaghat – Mamata had no 
way out.

Nuns Get Threat Letters
(DH). A Christian missionary 

school complained of receiving 
threats from anonymous 
quarters. The management of 
St. Capitaneo Higher Secondary 
School for Girls at Nagrakata 
near Jalpaiguri lodged the police 
complaint pointing out that 
they have received four letters, 
handwritten in Hindi, which 
threatened to burn down the 
school and a nearby church if the 
nuns running the school did not 
leave the area at the earliest. The 
first of these letters, addressed 
to headmistress Sister Anita 

Joseph, was found on March 
11. Although the authorities 
initially took the letter as a 
prank, the nun’s rape at Nadia on 
March 14 made them give some 
seriousness to the issue. While 
the police have lodged a case 
of criminal intimidation against 
unknown persons, sources said 
that the letters were found in the 
senior girls’ hostel, which is out 
of bounds for outsiders.

Definition of Marriage
(TOI). After three decades 

of debate over its stance on 
homosexuality, members of 
the Presbyterian Church (USA) 
on 17th March voted to change 
the definition of marriage in the 
church’s constitution to include 
same-sex marriage.

The final approval by a major-
ity of the church’s 171 regional 
bodies, known as presbyteries, 
enshrines a change recommend-
ed last year by the church’s Gen-
eral Assembly. The vote amends 
the church’s constitution to 
broaden marriage from being 
between “a man and a woman” 
to “two people, traditionally a 
man and a woman.”

Blasts At Lahore Churches
(TOI). In the latest attack 

on religious minorities in 
Pakistan, two Taliban suicide 
bombers blew themselves up at 
two Christian churches during 
the Sunday (15 March) mass 
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in the country’s cultural heart 
of Lahore, killing at least 15 
people and wounding more than 
70. In a staggering blowback 
subsequently, mobs lynched two 
suspected accomplices of the 
terrorists and set their bodies on 
fire.

The dead included 11 Chris-
tians, two police officers de-
ployed for security outside the 
churches, and the two suspects 
who were lynched, in addition 
to the two bombers, making it a 
bloody Sunday. The bombings 
occurred at Catholic and Chris-
tian churches, around half a  
kilometre apart, in quick succes-
sion in the city’s Youhanabad 

area, one of Pakistan’s biggest 
Christian neighbourhoods, and 
home to about a million Chris-
tians. Witnesses said the ter-
rorists targeted a crowded gate 
when a large group of worship-
pers was waiting to enter one of 
the churches.

Panvel Church Attack
(TOI). Three unidentified men 

attacked the St George Catholic 
Church in New Panvel, Navi 
Mumbai in the wee hours of 
Saturday by hurling stones 
inside the church compound 
and damaging the glass 
enclosure of the statue of Saint 
George.
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