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LETTERS

YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 
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Insightful

Job’s wisdom to the fore by 
Suresh Manoharan (December 
2018) was very insightful and 
well researched. 

Viju Abraham, Mumbai, 
Maharashtra

Valuable Article

as i was not able to receive 
your magazine in time due to 
my personal shifting from place 
to place, i went through the 
valuable article by Duke Jeyaraj, 
If you are truly disciples of Jesus 
(october 2018). he has so well 
and meaningfully arranged Jesus’ 
call in the acronym D.i.S.c.i.P.L.e. 
our Lord Jesus appointed twelve 
disciples with the primary 
purpose of continuing in his 
presence (Mk.3:14). to do much 
for God, we must first be with God 
as it is said. this aspect touched 
me deep in my heart.

further, Jesus said to those 
who desired to be his disciples, 
“Whoever does not bear the cross 
of his own cannot be My disciple” 
(Lk.14:27). a very strong warning 
by a compassionate and ever 
loving, sweet Lord Jesus christ.

by personally studying the 
article in detail along with my 
past life neglecting my Lord’s call 
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to me from time to time, from my 
prime age to the present nearing 
ninety years, i realised i have 
disappointed my Lord in his call 
to serve him. but i thank god, he 
knew the struggles in my christian 
life, and saved my soul till now. i 
am alive to be witnessing among 
my loved ones at the present age, 
trying to bring them closer to our 
Saviour’s expectations and to let 
his will be done.

i assure you my sincere prayers 
for the coming future of your 
valued magazine Light of Life.

P. D. Arthur Prasad, 
Bengaluru, Karnataka.
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Editorial

MOVING ON FROM THE PAST

evangelists sometimes 
come across this 
response from people, 

“our forefathers and we have 
always followed this,” meaning 
that if it was good enough for the 
ancestors, it must be adequate for 
them too. but if we think about it 
we can easily understand that this 
is an illogical approach towards 
life, making the assumption that 
our parents had all the information 
they needed or that they could not 
have made any mistake. Where 
have we acquired our prejudices 
and biases towards other people? 
Most probably, we got them 
passed on from our parents! yet, 
we follow religious and social 
traditions and practices blindly 
without questioning!

it is a fact that our life has been 
moulded, to a sizeable extent, by 
all that we have experienced in 
life. We see in ourselves today 
the result of many things such 
as what we have imitated from 
our parents or other significant 

people in our life, what we have 
been directly taught by parents 
and teachers, and the good and 
painful experiences we have gone 
through and then interpreted 
rightly or wrongly within the 
limitations of our understanding. 
for example, we may deal with 
our spouse in the same way we 
have seen our parents do, or 
treat our children in the way 
our parents treated us. or we 
may react so strongly to some 
things we have experienced 
from our parents that we swing 
to the opposite extreme without 
keeping a balance! if our parents 
have been very demanding 
towards us, we may be the same 
towards our children, or we 
may be very lenient towards 
our children as a reaction. Some 
parents have been foolish enough, 
in their frustration, to tell the 
children they were never going to 
succeed in life, and the children 
may have believed it because 
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Editorial

It is not enough to have 
a good name before 

people, but also to grow 
towards becoming more 
and more aligned to the 
way God thinks, feels 
and makes decisions. 

they did not have the ability to 
understand that the parents did 
not really mean it. but now this 
idea may control them in the way 
they handle different challenges 
in their life. When parents 
disciplined children out of their 
love, the children may have 
misunderstood it and imagined 
that they did not love them, and 
that impression now affects many 
of their attitudes towards other 
people and situations.

if our parents have been those 
who have made the 
effort to train us in the 
ways of the Lord right 
from our childhood 
(Prov.22:6), there is 
a lot in our life that 
we can be thankful 
for. if we have come 
to the experience of 
being born again, we 
have the privilege of being under 
a Wonderful counsellor and 
teacher, who constantly leads 
us increasingly to the truth and 
sets us free from things that are 
wrong in our make-up. however, 
we must remember that even if 
we ‘certify’ our parents as ‘the 
best Parents in the World’, they 
were not really perfect and they 
would not have done everything 
well (we are not perfect either!). 
if we want to do right, we need to 
learn from their mistakes too.

there are also many people 
who have grown up in ‘dysfunc-

tional’ families where they have 
not experienced the love and af-
fection we all desire. even when 
parents ‘loved’ their children 
and showered gift after gift upon 
them, but were too busy to show 
their affection by spending their 
time with the children and get-
ting involved in their lives, what 
the children now carry with them 
is some kind of dysfunction. other 
children have gone through abuse 
or neglect to different levels that 
has greatly warped their outlook 

on life. these types 
of problems are only 
becoming increas-
ingly common even in 
christian families.

as a result, there can 
be a lot of accumulated 
baggage from the 
past that people are 

carrying now, which hinders 
them from moving forward as 
they ought to, from god’s point of 
view and according to their own 
desires.

Whichever state we are in in 
our life, we must recognise the 
fact that in every one of us there 
are many things that are unlike 
christ, which need to be changed. 
it is not only in the things we do 
or the way we behave that we 
need this change, but also in the 
way we think and the motives 
behind all that we do in life. it is 
not enough to have a good name 
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before people, but also to grow 
towards becoming more and 
more aligned to the way god 
thinks, feels and makes decisions. 
isn’t that the real meaning of 
‘becoming like christ’?

on god’s part, what he has 
determined to do is to put away 
the old things in our life and make 
us completely new (2cor.5:17). 
but just because he has planned 
it this way, it does not mean that 
it happens automatically in our 
life. When he wants to make that 
true in the practical situations 
of our life, we have to cooperate 
with him. for that to start, when 
we say we want to become like 
Jesus, we have to first of all admit 
that we are not like him. Without 
this admission being clear to us 
in our deepest being as a result of 
observing ourselves in different 
practical details of our life as the 
holy Spirit speaks to us, we will 
not be pursuing after becoming 
like him. We may then satisfy 
ourselves by looking at what 
people think about us or what 
we think about our ‘ministry’. but 
when we ‘behold’ the Lord, as we 
read and meditate on his word, 
we can humble ourselves and see 
where we are actually different 
from him (2cor.3: 18). his word 
can penetrate into the hidden 
areas of our life and show us 
where we are going wrong in our 
thoughts and intentions of our 

heart (heb.4:12,13). Then we can 
see for ourselves the particular 
areas of our life, where we are not 
like christ which we now have to 
deal with, instead of taking shelter 
behind a general statement that 
we are not like him!

a modern trend is to avoid 
looking at problems and to focus 
on ‘positive’ things and to take a 
positive outlook on life. this has 
percolated into most areas of life 
including christian preaching 
where it is called ‘faith’, giving 
people a false optimism which 
will ultimately fail. the baggage 
from the past is real and not 
imaginary, and we cannot just 
wish it away or ignore it. We need 
to deal with it and overcome 
it deliberately. a general act of 
putting the past behind us is not 
going to be sufficient to remove 
all its effects because many 
things of the past have become 
practices we blindly follow, some 
have formed thought patterns 
in our mind which we follow 
automatically when we are 
triggered by some event, without 
being consciously aware of them, 
and some have even caused us 
to form (wrong) strategies for 
dealing with the challenges of 
life. these responses we have 
developed over the years need 
to be replaced by godly attitudes 
and behaviour that god wants to 
give us from his word.
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Jacob Ninan 

one thing that most commonly 
hinders us from going forward 
in this work of cleansing is an 
unhealthy focus on the faults that 
we see in others. It is difficult to 
see the ‘log’ in our own eye when 
we are looking earnestly at the 
‘specks’ in the others’ eyes. We 
need to first take out 
the log in our own 
eyes.

isn’t it necessary for 
us to be consciously 
involved in this 
transformation? isn’t 
it good for us to ask 
the holy Spirit to show 
us wherever we are 
wrong – in our thoughts, attitudes, 
motives and deeds – and allow 
him to mould us into the image 
of christ? Whether something is 
a tradition in our family, church, 
community or society, is it not 
prudent to ask ourselves if it is 
healthy for a godly life? even if we 
have been doing certain things 
‘all our life’, is it not good to ask 
ourselves this question based on 
the word of god?

one common mistake that many 
christians make is to assume that 
once they come to christ, he will 
do the entire work in their lives to 
make them like christ, misquoting 
verses such as “Stand by and 
see the salvation of the Lord” 
(exod.14:13). Much as he wishes 

to transform us, he 
will not do it without 
our willingness and 
cooperation. So he 
tells us to ask, seek and 
knock. “ask and keep 
on asking and it will be 
given to you; seek and 
keep on seeking and 
you will find; knock 
and keep on knocking 

and the door will be opened to 
you” (Matt.7:7 Amplified Bible). 
We will do this only if we want 
it desperately. then we will also 
be willing to do whatever he 
tells us, even if it means denying 
ourselves.

One common mistake 
that many Christians 
make is to assume 

that once they come 
to Christ, He will do 

the entire work in their 
lives to make them like 

Christ. 

We count on 
your prayers!

As we at Light of Life seek to fulfil this ministry for the edification of our readers, we seek 
your prayers for God’s  anointing, blessings, provisions and guidance. Thank you.
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LIGHTING UP
Lamps are for lighting up. They must have light.

KURUVILLA CHANDY

hello darkness, my old 
friend…” sang the duo 
Simon and garfunkel in 

the 1960s, to depict the inability 
of people to communicate. the 
truth is that darkness is no friend. 
it is useful only for hiding from 
people and providing the 
ambience for despair.

it was when god 
commanded, “Let there 
be light…” that creation 
began. Light and life go 
together, while darkness 
is associated with death.

God’s Supply

it was a dark hour in Jewish 
history, when the prophet 
Zechariah saw visions and was 
given interpretations to pass on 
to the israelites. in one of his 
visions he saw a lampstand with 
two olive trees on either side 
(4:1-14). those old style lamps 
needed oil to burn. in Zechariah’s 
vision, the supply of oil was not 
from a small can. there were two 
whole trees for that. the supply 
was to be plenty.

that is typical of god’s lavish 
generosity toward his people. 
Paul wrote, “My god shall supply 

all your needs according to his 
riches in glory” (Php.4:19). that 
is why when a nation of slaves 
was leaving the land of their 
bondage, they were loaded with 
spoils taken from their erstwhile 
masters (exo.12:36).

earlier, when their ancestors 
faced famine, god sent ahead a 

man who was sold into 
slavery and imprisoned 
unjustly but rose to 
power in the alien 
country so that he 
could keep his brothers 
who had treated him 
unkindly in the lap of 
plenty. Joseph’s brothers 
meant it for evil, but god 

had other plans that brought 
undeserved blessing to them 
(gen.50:20).

When we ask, it is according to 
the smallness of our needs, but 
when god gives, it is according 
to the largeness of his resources. 
When the world needed to be 
saved, god lavished his love on 
all, by sacrificing His own Son 
(Jn.3:16), and as Paul said, “he 
who did not spare his own Son, 
but gave him up for us all—how 
will he not also, along with 
him, freely give us all things?” 
(rom.8:32 Net).

When we ask, it is 
according to the 
smallness of our 
needs, but when 
God gives, it is 

according to the 
largeness of His 

resources. 
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“

Moving Mountains

the two olive trees of 
Zechariah’s vision represented 
two servants whom god had 
anointed to tend the lamp of 
his presence, to take care of his 
work of rebuilding the temple, 
the sanctuary of his presence. 
the task before the servants of 
god was a mountainous one. 
they faced a mountain of rubble 
and in its place they had to build 
the temple. it was a daunting 
assignment because israel was in 
exile, a nation without a country, 
and therefore without identity.

the two men were Joshua, 
the high priest (3:1-7) and 
Zerubbabel, the political leader 
of those who had returned to 
israel for the reconstruction of 
the temple and the nation. the 
burden of rebuilding would fall 
mainly to the secular forces and 
therefore Zerubbabel was given 
a word of encouragement and 
promise: “this is the word of the 
Lord to Zerubbabel, ‘Not by might 
nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ 
says the Lord almighty. What are 
you, o mighty mountain? before 
Zerubbabel you will become level 
ground” (4:6-7).

Nothing new about god’s 
methodology. Puny men and 
women became conquerors when 
god armed them. David went out 
to fight Goliath, a mere lad against 
a giant of a soldier. the giant 

mocked him for being unarmed, 
and David’s response was that 
he was there in the ‘name of the 
Lord’, and was confident that he 
would be the victor because “it 
is not by sword or spear that the 
Lord saves; for the battle is the 
Lord’s” (1Sam.17:47). When King 
Jehoshaphat faced a huge army 
made up of three enemy nations, 
he was afraid and declared a fast 
and cried out to god in prayer. 
then a prophet said, “this is 
what the Lord says to you: ‘Do 
not be afraid or discouraged 
because of this vast army. for the 
battle is not yours, but god’s’” 
(2chr.20:16). Jehoshaphat’s army 
was commanded not to fight, 
but to sing, and as they sang of 
god’s might and power, he fought 
against their enemies (vv.21-22).

even after god punished their 
unfaithfulness, god’s promise to 
the Jews was, “yet i will show love to 
Judah; and i will save them – not by 
bow, sword or battle, or by horses 
and horsemen, but i, the Lord their 
god, will save them” (hos.1:7).

on two occasions, the Lord told 
his disciples that they would be 
able to move mountains. once, 
when they didn’t experience 
healing (Matt.17:20) and another 
time, when a tree didn’t provide 
fruit (Mk.11:23). Such setbacks 
may come, but we can still expect 
the Lord to move mountains. if 
god is for us, who can be against 
us (rom.8:31)?
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that is what happened when a 
tiny band of leaderless men set 
out to convert the world. they 
were a defeated group, until they 
met the risen Lord. but their 
Lord had returned to heaven. 
they were without their Master. 
then the Spirit of god came as 
promised and they received 
power to witness (acts.1:8). as 
Paul remarked, god chose the 
weak and the foolish to confound 
a proud world (1cor.1:25-29).

Christ Among The Lamps

in the New testament too, 
there is a vision of god’s lamps. 
they represent the churches 
of our Lord (1:20). only seven 
churches are named though there 
were many more. in the bible the 
number seven represents whole-
ness, and so the seven churches 
were representative of the entire 
church. the Lord Jesus addresses 
the entire church in seven let-
ters to the seven churches (2:1-
3:22). Jesus identified Himself 
as the one who walked among 
the churches (2:1). he made it 
clear that he was not aloof on his 
throne in glory, but present and 
active in the church. if we were 
truly sensitive to his presence 
there would definitely be more 
awe in our gatherings.

in his letters to the church, 
Jesus said, “i know your deeds… 
(2:2,19;3:1,8,15), i know your 

afflictions…(2:9), I know the 
place where you live…” (2:13). 
yes, the Lord is fully aware of 
our activities, the cost we pay 
in witnessing and the difficult 
circumstances and environment 
we have to confront. he has 
complete awareness of what is 
happening to his church.

in almost every letter, Jesus 
listed the things he didn’t 
approve of, nay, disapproved. he 
was clearly against heresies and 
heretical leaders being tolerated 
(2:14-15,20-24). Jesus did warn 
that in the last days there would 
be false christs (Mk.13:5). 
Scripture says that those who 
preach ‘another gospel’ preach no 
gospel at all but a perversion, and 
they will be accursed (gal.1:6-9). 
the tendency today to allow any 
viewpoint and every aberration 
in the name of the love of christ 
being wide and inclusive is a 
denial of the one who said that 
there was only one truth and 
one way, and that he was that 
truth and that way to the father 
(Jn.14:6). if we have the holy 
Spirit, we will stick to what Jesus 
taught (vv.14:26;15:26;16:13-
15), because our work would not 
be the work of our own might or 
power, but the work of the Spirit 
himself.

apart from this matter of 
heresies, the Lord deplored 
that one church had left its first 
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love (rev.2:4), one church was 
living on its reputation, but was 
dying (3:1-2) and one church 
was lukewarm, complacent, 
self-satisfied imagining it was 
spiritually rich (vv.15-17). Jesus 
could well be talking of the 
modern day church.

each of christ’s letters 
end with promises to 
overcomers. Jesus called 
for each one to listen to 
what the Spirit had to 
say to the churches. What 
that means is that each 
individual member of the church 
bears responsibility for the state of 
the church. Members of churches 
cannot leave it to the clergy and 
hierarchy or blame them for the 
state of their churches. the onus 
is theirs.

Let It Shine

Lamps are for lighting up. they 
must have light. David said that 
the Lord was his light and the 
reason he was unafraid (Psa.27:1). 
indeed, Jesus claimed to be the 
Light of the world (Jn.8:12). he 

went on to say that it was while 
he was in the world that he was 
its light (9:5), clearly delegating 
the same role to his disciples. 
and he did call them the light of 
the world (Matt.5:14) and went 
on to say that a city set on a hill 

could not be hidden (v.15). 
augustine called the elect, 
those chosen, ‘the city of 
god’. the church is that 
city built on the hill of 
calvary. as hills go, calvary 
is a small one, but it is the 
highest in human spiritual 
experience. People do 

look to the city built on calvary, 
expecting a different standard of 
conduct from those who identify 
with christ Jesus. is the Lord’s 
light being relayed by his church? 
is his light being relayed by you 
and me? 

Each individual 
member of the 
church bears 
responsibility 
for the state of 

the church. 

Kuruvilla Chandy  
is a freelance preacher and 

writer based in Trivandrum. 
He retired after serving 42 

years as pastor in Lucknow.
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miraculous gifts may not be 
present in a church. In such 
a situation, James said that 
anyone who is sick is to ask the 
elders of the church to anoint 
him or her and pray for healing, 
and the promise of God is that 
healing will come in answer to 
the prayer of faith (5:13-15). We 
need to have more faith about 
this promise and put it into 
practice among us.

We are indeed living in better 
days. If we were living in the 
time when Jesus was on the 
earth, we would have found 
Jesus “sent only to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel” 
(Matt.15:24). Or, like Martha and 

Mary discovered that just when 
someone was sick unto death, 
Jesus was not there (Jn.11:1-
44). We have the Holy Spirit in 
us and the Holy Spirit is more 
powerful than the spirits that 
inhabit the world (1Jn.4:4). The 
Holy Spirit will empower us 
to glorify Jesus, but we need to 
stop treating Him like a ghost. 
We have to stop ignoring Him. 
We need to let Him have His 
way with us in our lives and in 
our churches. 

Kuruvilla Chandy 
is Pastor of the Grace Bible 

Church, Lucknow.
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Dr. Daniel Sathiaraj 
retired from St John’s 

PG College, Hyderabad, 
where he taught Computer 

Science. He lives in 
Hyderabad.

noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 
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the apostle John says 
clearly that ‘god is love’ 
(1Jn.4:8). there are 

innumerable references in the 
bible that connects god with love. 
but John says clearly that god is 
love. There is a lot of difference 
between saying god loves 
mankind and that god is love. No 
other author in the bible puts it 
this way. in fact, no other religion 
in the world describes god as 
love. Perhaps they cannot. that 
concept is unique to christianity. 
When John says that god is love, 
he is actually pointing to the holy 
trinity, the godhead that consists 
of three persons in one, father, 
Son and holy Spirit. it is the love 
that binds the father, Son and 
holy Spirit in unity that John 
refers to when he says god is love. 
the origin of love is in the holy 
trinity that exists always without 
a beginning or an end. it is from 
the godhead that love emanates 
to the rest of the universe.

When we consider why god 
created the universe, we are led 
to believe that it was due to god’s 

LOVE THAT WILL  
NOT LET ME GO

God, in His infinite love, gave up His only Son to bring  
many sons to glory.

K. P. LUKE VYDHIAN desire to have a larger family 
beyond the trinity, to bestow 
his love. out of all creation, man 
was created differently from the 
rest. god said, “Let there be light” 
and there was light. Likewise, 
everything that was created came 
into being at the word of god. 
the only exception was man. in 
the case of man, “the Lord god 
formed man of the dust of the 
ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life; and man 
became a living being.” in other 
words, god made clay out of the 
dust of the earth, moulded him in 
human shape and breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life, in 
order to make him a living being. 
“We are fearfully and wonderfully 
made” (Psa.139:14). Moreover, 
god made him with a mind, 
emotions and a will of his own. 
Man, in that process of creation, 
received not only a body, but 
also a soul and his own spirit. 
everything else was created 
before creating man so that man 
would not lack anything.

god said, “Let us make man 
in our image according to our 
likeness” (gen.1:26). each word 
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here has profound meaning. 
first of all, note the word ‘our’. 
this plurality points to the three 
persons in the holy trinity. 
coming to image and likeness, 
they indicate some commonalities 
between god and man. first 
of all, man also forms a trinity 
consisting of body, soul and spirit. 
Secondly, god gave man a mind, 
emotions and will power which 
are attributes of god as well. 
thirdly, god bestowed on man a 
little bit of his own creativity. Not 
a day passes without something 
altogether new imagined and 
produced by the mind of man. 
although this creativity 
cannot be compared 
with god’s own power to 
create the universe out of 
nothing, it still is a unique 
attribute given by god to 
man to the exclusion of 
all the rest of creation.

With these features bestowed on 
man by god, man is rightly termed 
as the crown of creation. With 
these god-like qualities, though in 
infinitesimal measure compared 
to god, man is made capable of 
receiving the Spirit of god into 
himself. Moreover, love that is a 
synonym for god becomes part 
of man as well. he is able to love 
god as well as his fellow beings 
as god wanted him to. thus, love, 
which was originally confined to 
the holy trinity, is now extended 
to mankind too. but the source of 
love is god himself.

immediately after the creation 
story, we find the fall of man 
recorded in the bible. Satan 
entered the garden of eden in 
the form of a serpent to tempt the 
woman first and through her even 
the man. they fell for the wiles of 
Satan and that proved to be the 
fatal mistake affecting the whole of 
mankind. because of that mistake 
not only adam and eve, but even 
the earth was cursed. thorns and 
thistles arose from the ground 
instead of fruit bearing trees and 
edible vegetation. even in the 
first family of mankind murder 
entered. the elder son killed his 

younger brother out 
of jealousy. Mankind 
steadily deteriorated 
in morality, although 
there were exceptions 
like enoch and Noah. 
by the time of Noah, we 
find that God was so 

disgusted with mankind that he 
was sorry that he made man. the 
wrath of god was so great that he 
decided to wipe out the human 
race from the face of the earth 
along with other living creatures, 
like the beast of the earth, all 
creeping things and also the birds 
of the air. the result was the great 
deluge that destroyed all the 
living things on earth.

even amidst the great wrath 
of god, the love of god still 
persisted. god saved not only the 
family of Noah, but also samples 
of all living things on earth. 

We find God 
reaching out to 

man even when he 
has done nothing 

to merit such 
attention by God.
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it was god who gave detailed 
instructions to Noah to build an 
ark for that purpose. We also find 
that god resolved not to destroy 
every living thing thereafter, 
as was done during the deluge. 
this was in spite of the fact that 
he knew that the imagination 
of man’s heart was evil from his 
youth (gen.8:21). god’s love and 
kindness for mankind are evident 
in this decision by god.

the love of god for mankind 
is evident throughout the bible, 
particularly through the history 
of the children of israel. We find 
god reaching out to 
man even when he 
has done nothing to 
merit such attention by 
god. it starts with the 
patriarchs, abraham, 
isaac, Jacob and Joseph. 
abraham had done 
nothing remarkable 
when he received the call from 
god. he belonged to a family 
worshipping idols. but still he 
called him, gave him a promise 
and told him to leave the land of 
his fathers and proceed to a place 
god was to show him. abraham’s 
obedience to god’s call, his trust 
in god’s promise and his faith 
came to light subsequently, not 
before the call. 

among all the sons of israel, 
Joseph stands out as a forerunner 
of Jesus, untainted among all the 
patriarchs. Although he suffered 
much in his youth, he kept his faith 

in god and was greatly rewarded 
in his own life, becoming second 
only to Pharaoh. his father Jacob, 
his brothers and the rest of the 
family got settled in the best 
location in egypt because of 
him. after the demise of Joseph, 
however, the children of israel 
suffered in Egypt. The Pharaohs 
never remembered Joseph or 
what he did for the country. So they 
acted cruelly towards the people 
and treated them as bonded 
labour. although it lasted 400 
years, god didn’t forget his people. 
he prepared a man from their own 

ranks, Moses, to deliver 
them from slavery.

Moses was not seeking 
god. he was just tending 
the sheep belonging to 
his father-in-law. but 
the call of god came 
to Moses through a 
burning bush that 

didn’t get consumed. Whether it 
was the call of abraham or Moses, 
the initiative was from god that 
originated from the love of god 
for the people. throughout the 
history of the children of israel, 
two things stand out – the love of 
god and his faithfulness towards 
his people on the one hand and 
their betrayal, disobedience and 
faithlessness. this is symbolic 
of the entire story of mankind as 
well.

amidst all the misdeeds of man-
kind, the love of god for mankind 

two things stand 
out – the love of God 
and His faithfulness 

towards His people on 
the one hand and their 
betrayal, disobedience 

and faithlessness. 
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WE ARE HIRING!
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For more details contact: 
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continued unabated. though 
the wrath of god was aroused 
occasionally, the love of god 
prompted him to take remedial 
action to save mankind from sin, 
disobedience and rebellion. he 
delivered laws to his people. he 
sent prophets to remind them of 
their duties and responsibilities. 
instead of heeding their words of 
advice they mistreated them.

Sometimes we hear the agonised 
cry of the almighty through the 
prophets, at the misdeeds and 
malpractices practised by human 
beings. in the opening verses of 
isaiah’s prophecy, for example, 
god is crying out to the earth and 
the sky about the misdeeds of 
his people whom he treated as 
his children (isa.1:2-6). “i have 
brought up children, and they 
have rebelled against Me.” this 
is the cry of god almighty. the 
concept of god as the father of 
mankind is not an altogether new 
concept brought in with the New 
testament.

but god’s ultimate plan for 
the redemption of mankind was 
also there from the beginning of 
time. that plan was driven by the 
infinite love of God for mankind. 
only god is capable of that kind 
of love. and that plan was to 
send his own Son to earth as the 
propitiation for the sins of all 
mankind. the prophets foresaw 
it centuries before it was fulfilled. 
the creator god condescended 

to become a sacrifice for the 
sake of the erring mankind, in 
order to ‘bring many sons to 
glory’ (heb.2:10). this is the 
demonstration of selfless, self-
effacing, self-emptying love that 
was in the godhead (Php.2:6-11). 
god treated mankind as his own 
family to be nurtured and loved. 
even when man was running away 
from god in rebellion, god chased 
him like a hound and found him. 
Salvation was offered freely to 
every one through grace. and that 
grace came from the love of god. 
the only condition stipulated was 
one should believe in Jesus christ, 
the son of god, as his personal 
Saviour (Jn.3:16-18;1:12).

Let me close this write-up by 
quoting a stanza from one of my 
favourite hymns. 
“How deep the Father’s love for us  

How vast beyond all measure 
That He should give His only Son 
To make a wretch His treasure. 

How great the pain of searing loss 
The Father turns His face away 

As wounds which mar the chosen 
One Bring many sons to glory.”

this is the love that will never let 
me go. and nothing can separate 
me from the love of god.

K. P. Luke Vydhian  
retired as General Manager, 

Telecom, Karnataka, and 
lives in Bangalore.
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god had great confidence 
in abraham, and 
declared, “abraham shall 

surely become a great and mighty 
nation, and all the nations of the 
earth shall be blessed in him. for 
i have known him in order that he 
may command his children and 
his household after him, that they 
may keep the way of the Lord, 
to do righteousness and justice” 
(gen.18:18,19).

abraham was called the friend 
of god (Jas.2:23). he is also called 
the father of all those who believe 
(rom.4:11). We see god calling 
abraham to separate himself and 
his household from his family 
and father’s house to follow him 
(gen.12:1). they were god’s 
chosen ones. “i will make you a 
great nation, i will bless you and 
make your name great” (v.2). god 
had to separate abraham from 
his idol worshipping ancestors, 
in order to worship the one true 
living god. by faith abraham 
implicitly obeyed god and 
followed him, not knowing where 
he was going (heb.11:8).

AS FOR ME AND MY 
HOUSE

We as parents have a great responsibility towards our children 
to influence them for good.

CHRISTIANA JOSEPH Abraham The Father Of Faith

abraham had a large household 
made up of his family members 
and a great number of men 
servants and maid servants 
and their families. they were 
led to worship the one true god 
and instructed in his teachings. 
abraham was the head and priest 
of the entire family. this kept 
the members of the household 
together, and most importantly, 
he led them in worship of god. 
this kept them away from the 
idolatry of the people among 
whom they lived. 

abraham was an ideal father 
to his children. he imparted 
knowledge of the holy god to 
his children. he considered this 
the most precious legacy to leave 
for them, rather than all his 
wealth. his life was god-centred. 
Wherever he went, the first thing 
he did was to build an altar and 
worship (gen.12:8;13:18). he had 
a close relationship with god who 
appeared to him and personally 
encouraged him and advised him 
when facing decisions (15:1). 
god also made a covenant with 
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him and his descendants by 
circumcision (17:10). he lived out 
his religion by practical integrity 
(14:23), and showed a noble 
unselfish character in regard to 
Lot (13:8,9).

abraham’s unshakable faith in 
god made him obey implicitly 
when God asked him to sacrifice 
his son, his only son isaac, on 
mount Moriah. and isaac, in turn, 
submitted in complete obedience 
to be laid on the altar as a sacrifice. 
Such was the great influence of 
the godly father on his son. young 
isaac could have rebelled and 
protested, but chose to lie in total 
submission on the altar. this was 
the result of having a family altar 
led by a godly father.

how do we compare as parents 
in the present generation with 
abraham? Do we discipline 
our children? how would god 
evaluate us – “i have known him, 
he will command his children.” 
Why is it we do not discipline 
our children? We overlook their 
mistakes, and are too indulgent. 
is it because we ourselves are not 
disciplined, is it because we do not 
love the Lord nor have reverence 
for his law and we do not care to 
obey in our lives? only when we 
walk in obedience to god with 
a perfect heart and tremble at 
his word can we command our 
children.

The Family Altar

as the head of the home, do 
we call our family to worship, 
morning and evening? how many 
of us take this seriously in our 
life? too often the excuse is, we 
are too busy, we rush for work 
in the morning, children have 
tuition, and in the evening we are 
too tired. and sadly, family prayer 
is optional, and then quietly 
forgotten. When we suddenly 
face a crisis in the family – 
children caught in some wrong, 
addictions, wrong friendships 
– only then do we realise we 
have failed miserably as parents 
to discipline the children. how 
much simpler is it to bring up the 
children in the knowledge and 
fear of god! as a routine, let us 
start the day with prayer, praise 
and worship as a family. This fills 
the house with godly peace, and 
surprisingly there is no tension 
or irritation or shouting at each 
other as we get ready for the day. 
it is a loving atmosphere, with 
gentleness and thoughtfulness 
towards each other. So also at 
the end of the day, how much 
pleasanter to gather together 
as a family to sing praises, read 
the word, discuss family issues 
with loving concern! these are 
the morning and evening sweet 
incense and sacrifice rising as 
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a pleasing aroma to god. this 
automatically brings down upon 
our family god’s mercy and 
blessings. thus a christian home 
under the godly leadership of the 
father, is a silent witness to our 
non-christian neighbours and 
friends, a shining light and a great 
influence for good in society.

We as parents have a great 
responsibility towards our 
children to influence them for 
good. Does the child see me as a 
good role model to follow when 
there are so many other heroes 
out there in the world to attract 

their attention? Do they see me 
having my quiet time, leading 
the family worship and living a 
practical life of integrity? unless 
we feed our children with the 
solid bread of Life and build their 
lives on the solid rock, they will 
not be able to face the storms of 
life.

Christiana Joseph  
is a clinical sonologist in 

Tanjore, Tamil Nadu, and is 
also involved in Evangelical 

Union ministry and 
the Gideons.
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A Covenant, Not A Contract

a covenant is a solemn 
binding agreement 
which is never meant to 

be dissolved. it is based on love, 
respect and trust, safeguarding 
the interest of both parties. in 
the covenant god made with the 
children of israel at Mt. Sinai, 
god undertook to be his people’s 
protector, provider, and defender. 
they would be his people and 
obey and live by his rules. in spite 
of their extreme sinfulness, god 
has not broken his covenant with 
them. israel will always be god’s. 
he will go to any extent and pay 
any price to keep her.

A contract is different from a 
covenant. in a contract, terms 
and conditions are laid out in 
a written agreement which 
both parties sign. foreseeing 
the possibility of breach, by 
either or both the parties, the 
contract will have clauses about 
compensations too. So, a contract 
is basically based on distrust 
which safeguards ‘my interest’. it 

MARRIAGE COVENANT – 
PART 2

A Christian husband should reflect Christ and the Christian wife 
the church.

STANLEY NELSON can be annulled unilaterally or by 
mutual consent.

Marriage is a 3-way covenant 
between god and the man, 
between god and the woman, and 
between the man and the woman. 
it is a three-strand chord which is 
not easily broken.

When one says, “i will” during 
the marriage ceremony, one says 
it to god as well as to one’s spouse. 
So, god will hold you responsible 
for what you have promised. it 
is better not to make a vow, than 
to make a vow in the presence of 
god and then break it.

the foundation of a marriage 
covenant is love, respect and trust, 
and it safeguards the interest of 
the other party. What passes off 
as love today is mostly lust. the 
three terms love, like and lust 
are being used interchangeably 
nowadays. Love has more to do 
with action, not just feelings. you 
can love someone even if you do 
not like that person.

in marriage, a new family unit 
is formed where husband is the 
head. they both come out of 
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the authority chain of their two 
families and become king and 
queen, she under his authority 
and he under christ’s authority. 
god has established an authority 
structure in the family and in the 
society. a woman is under the 
authority of her father till she 
is married, and after marriage, 
she is under the authority of her 
husband (Num.30:3-8). this is 
god’s principle, though society 
may call it nonsense. the husband 
needs to be very careful how he 
handles this god-given authority, 
because he is answerable to god. 
authority brings with it a lot of 
responsibility too. it was adam, 
not eve, who was called in the 
garden of eden, after the fall. 
headship entails an accountability 
on the husband for himself, his 
wife and for the whole family.

Conditions For A God-honour-
ing Marriage

1. Unconditional acceptance 
of the marriage partner. 

beauty is in the eye of the 
beholder. What the world 
considers as beauty may not be 
so with god. for example, the taj 
Mahal is a white-washed tomb to 
god unlike what the world thinks 
about it. eve was beautiful to 
adam because god brought her to 
him. She was god’s gift exclusively 
for him! rebekah was willing to 
go with abraham’s servant, not 

knowing anything about isaac; 
the only thing she was sure was 
that it was from god. that is how 
any marriage should be; it should 
be from the Lord. Marriage 
covenant calls for unconditional 
acceptance of your spouse. the 
only condition for acceptance is 
that god is providing the person.

all of us have our own character 
traits. there are habits in each 
of us which were not corrected 
by our fallen parents. We enter 
into marriage with this baggage. 
We need to learn to accept each 
other with his/her limitations. 
a good example is isaac and 
rebecca. he brought her into his 
mother’s tent, probably expecting 
her to replace his mother. 
rebekah seems to have risen to 
the challenge because we read 
that “he was comforted after his 
mother’s death.” Often, conflicts 
arise out of the disappointment 
of unmet expectations. but god 
holds each person responsible 
and accountable for how he/
she treats his/her spouse. Many 
of us enter into marriage with a 
fairy-tale mentality and expect to 
‘live happily ever after’. We think 
that marriage is the end of all our 
troubles; yes, it is the end, only 
the front-end! Marriage has the 
capacity to bring out the worst in 
us. Marriage is about walking the 
second mile. that is to go beyond 
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what is statutory, going beyond 
what is expected of you. it is not 
about happiness. god brought 
eve into adam’s life not because 
he was sad, but because it was 
not good for him to be alone.

2. Unlimited grace. 

Marriage has a transforming 
effect. god saw that it was not 
good for adam to be alone. So, god 
brought eve into his life to facilitate 
his transformation into christ-
likeness. an irritating husband 
or wife is a god-sent opportunity 
for the other partner to facilitate 
his/her transformation into 
christ-likeness, like an oyster 
transforms a grain of sand which 
got embedded into its body into a 
beautiful pearl after months and 
years of continuously lavishing 
love on the grain of sand. the 
rough edges of the sand are 
gone, it becomes smoother and 
smoother, and finally ends up 
as a beautiful pearl. Marriage 
covenant calls for unlimited grace. 
you need to rise to the occasion 
and be christ-like. an example is 
the grace upon grace that prophet 
hosea showered upon gomer, his 
wayward wife, according to god’s 
commandment. gomer was a 
prostitute and god asked hosea 
to marry her so that he could feel 
his pain when his wife israel went 
after other gods. after the birth of 
three children, gomer went away 

from hosea and married someone 
else, who sold her in the slave 
market. finally, god commands 
hosea to buy her back. he bought 
her back from the female slave 
market. god, through hosea, was 
demonstrating to his people the 
extent of grace he showered upon 
them because of his covenant 
with them.

3. Unreserved sharing. 

there should be an unreserved 
sharing of everything – wealth, 
time and bodies. god says the 
husband’s and wife’s bodies do 
not belong to them alone, but also 
to the other. Many of our ideas 
about sex are warped. Sex was 
created by god and it is beautiful, 
good and holy. it is normal and 
expected, not ugly or sinful as 
many believe because of Psalm 
51:5, “in sin my mother conceived 
me.” this only means that we are 
sinners from conception and not 
that the process of conception is 
sin. Sex becomes ugly only when 
it is outside marriage.

Sex is not only for procreation. 
It is not a need to be fulfilled 
somehow but a tool for 
expressing love physically. it is 
the ultimate expression of love. 
it is intended to be a non-verbal 
communication of love and not 
lust. the world system, which 
is under Satan’s control, has 
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managed to degenerate it into the 
fulfilment of lust.

abstinence in marriage is 
allowed only for the purpose of 
fasting and prayer, that too by 
mutual consent, only temporarily 
(1cor.7:5).

4. Unflinching service. 

the pattern for service is set 
by Jesus himself – “as christ 
loved and gave himself up for 
the church.” the husband and 
wife should mean so much to 
each other. an invalid wife on a 
wheelchair testified about how 
much her husband meant to 
her. She said, “My disability is 
not a curse, only because of my 
husband who cleans me when 
i urinate, defecate or drool. in 
addition, he sits by my side and 
reads to me, after he returns from 
his full-time job.” Service with no 
bars held!

5. Unwavering faithfulness. 

god’s word to abimelech who 
had taken Sarah, abraham’s wife, 
into his harem was: “you are as 
good as dead,” even when he had 
done it unknowingly (gen.20). 
this is how god views sexual 
impurity. We see here that one 
man’s sin, which he committed 
unknowingly, caused many peo-
ple to be affected (v.18). Unfaith-
fulness in marriage has serious 

and far-reaching consequences. 
We read in hebrews 13:4, “Mar-
riage is honourable in all; forni-
cators and adulterers god will 
judge.” god requires 100% purity 
and faithfulness.

6. Total commitment to the 
family. 

the biblical order of witnessing 
starts from Jerusalem, then Judea, 
then Samaria and then to the 
uttermost parts of the earth. this 
is the order that Paul followed. 
it was after Paul and barnabas 
saturated their home church that 
the Lord asked for them to be 
separated for ministry in nearby 
and then faraway places. Jesus 
told the man who was healed of 
many demons to “go back to your 
home” even though he wanted to 
go with Jesus. that is the priority 
God gives to the family. The first 
priority for both husband and 
wife, after god, should be the 
family. When you have to choose 
between a family emergency and 
a church activity, you know which 
one to choose.

7. Submission. 

Submission rather than rebel-
lion is what the bible teaches 
whether in marriage, church or in 
the society (1Pet.3:1;1tim.2:1-3). 
god has set up an authority struc-
ture in every establishment for 
its smooth running. as far as fam-
ily is concerned, ephesians 5:21 
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talks about mutual submission. 
In verse 22, wives are specifically 
asked to submit to their own hus-
bands. to what extent they are to 
submit, is also given there – “as 
unto the Lord.” this means that, if 
the husband wants the wife to do 
something contrary to the teach-
ings of the bible, she need not 
submit to such demands.

Submission is not just obedi-
ence. one could obey without 
being submissive. Submission is 
choosing from the heart to obey, 
not obedience with a rebelling 
heart. the submissive wife could 
be the catalyst for an unbelieving 
husband’s salvation. Wives are 
commanded to respect their hus-
bands (eph.5:33). Men and wom-
en have their own innate needs. 
a man’s felt need is respect. he 
thrives on respect. So wives, don’t 
wait for him to become respect-
able; respect him anyway. he be-
comes respectable, when he is 
respected. Never criticise your 
husband in public.

God’s specific command to 
the husband is to love his wife, 
because the felt need of a woman 
is love. also, treat your wife with 
respect as the weaker partner, 
so that your prayers are not 
hindered. god does not listen to 
the prayers of an inconsiderate 
husband. When he goes down 
on his knees, god shuts his ears. 

Love her, even when you do not 
like her.

it is important for wives to 
make it easier for their husband 
to love them. behave in a lovable 
manner. “behave like a princess; 
he will treat you like a princess.” 
it is more important for you to 
dress up neatly and well at home 
for the most important people 
in your life, than for the world 
outside. though the outside is not 
everything, let not the outside put 
them off.

Conclusion

So, husband and wife are two 
different kinds of individuals, hav-
ing a hierarchy, but in harmony.

husband and wife in disharmony 
are acting like ‘mere men’ 
(1cor.3:3). a christian husband 
should reflect Christ and the 
Christian wife should reflect the 
church, to the outside world, so 
that together they represent god 
to the unbelieving world around 
them.

Article prepared by Lily Abra-
ham from a seminar by Stanley 
Nelson.

Stanley Nelson   
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Bible teacher, based in 
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the Lord is my light and my 
salvation – whom shall 
i fear? the Lord is the 

stronghold of my life – of whom 
shall i be afraid?” (Psa.27:1).

fear is like a dark shadow that 
envelopes us and ultimately im-
prisons us within ourselves. each 
of us has been a prisoner of fear 
at one time or another – fear of 
rejection, failure, loneliness, be-
ing misunderstood, uncertainty, 
sickness and death.

While David faced situations 
that were unique to him as the 
king of israel, we face situations 
that are unique to us and our 
circumstances. but, the one thing 
that is common to both the king 
of israel and all of us, is God’s offer 
of protection and security.

When our pathway is dark 
and when fear grips us, let us 
remember and affirm by faith: 
“the Lord is my light and my 
salvation.” Light dispels darkness 
and salvation saves us from being 
victims of fear. When our life 
becomes shaky, let us remember 
and affirm by faith: “The Lord 

GOD’S PROTECTION AND 
OUR PRIORITY

Our protection and security are God’s concern and priority.

VIVEK SALINS protects me from danger – so 
why should i tremble?” then 
we can face our adversaries and 
adversities confidently (vv.2-3).

Having affirmed his faith in the 
Lord for protection and security, 
the psalmist declares his primary 
concern in verse 4 in these 
words: “the one thing i ask of the 
Lord…” and tells the Lord what 
he seeks the most: “to be in the 
house of the Lord all the days of 
my life, delighting in the Lord’s 
perfections and meditating in his 
temple” (NLt). here, the psalmist 
is not referring to his future life in 
heaven, but his life here on earth 
in the presence of god, while he is 
surrounded by his enemies.

this prayer of the psalmist 
reminds us of what the Lord 
Jesus told his disciples when 
he taught them about god’s 
kingdom: “Seek first His Kingdom 
and his righteousness, and all 
these things will be given to you 
as well” (Matt.6:33). yes, god’s 
protection and provision are the 
portion of those whose priority 
and primary concern are to live 
constantly in god’s presence and 
meditate or ‘walk’ in the light of 
his word.
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the psalmist anticipates trouble 
even when he is in god’s presence 
and under god’s protection (v.5), 
but he is confident that God will 
keep him safe in his dwelling and 
exalt him above his enemies (v.6). 
Fear gives way to confidence – 
confidence in God.

in Psalm 112:1,8 we read, 
“happy are those who fear 
the Lord. yes, happy are those 
who delight in doing what he 
commands… They are confident 
and fearless and can face their 
foes triumphantly” (NLt).

our protection and security 
are god’s concern and priority. 

is living for god and his kingdom 
our priority?

Let this be our constant prayer: 
Dear Father in heaven, I thank 
You that I can rest assured under 
Your protection and security every 
moment of my life, as did the 
psalmist. May I always give You 
the highest honour You deserve 
and love You supremely. In Jesus’ 
name I pray. Amen.

Vivek Salins  
presently serves the Lord in a 

Christian NGO in Mumbai
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unbelief and disobedience of 
the Israelites in the wilderness, 
the writer to the Hebrews 
warns them about the danger of 
hardening their hearts against 
the voice of God that calls them 
to repentance and faith in Him. 
The Israelites could not enter 
God’s rest because 
they refused 
to believe and 
obey God’s word 
(Heb.3:7-19). These 
verses teach us two 
important lessons: 
1) God’s word 
has power to give 
life to those who 
believe and receive His offer of 
eternal peace, and 2) God will 
withhold the power of His life-
transforming word from those 
who harden their hearts and 
reject His offer.

The Great Commission
The Bible, God’s written word, 

is the story of God’s love for His 
beautiful creation, especially 
the human race. Genesis to 
Revelation is the story of 
man’s wilful disobedience 
that separated him from God 
and God’s plan of redemption 
to reconcile man to Himself. 
Those whose lives have been 
reconciled by the power of 
God’s word have been given the 
great responsibility of taking 

God’s wonderful message of 
reconciliation to the whole 
world. As God sent His Son 
Jesus into this world to reconcile 
us with Himself, His Son has 
sent His disciples, who received 
His word into their hearts 
gladly, with the same message 

of reconciliation 
(2Cor.5:17-20). 

M a t t h e w , 
Mark and Luke 
record the Great 
Commission the 
Lord Jesus gave  
His  disciples 
before He ascended 

to heaven, with the promise 
that His presence and power 
will go with them (Matt.28:18-
20; Mk.15:16; Acts1:8). The last 
twenty centuries have witnessed 
the power of the living Word 
– Jesus – changing the lives of 
sinners who acknowledged their 
sins, repented and turned to 
Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the 
world. God’s power is at work 
in our own generation as we, 
the disciples of Christ, share the 
message of His kingdom with 
those around us. May we be 
faithful stewards of the precious 
gift of Life that God has given us 
in Christ Jesus.

Vivek Salins 
resides in Thane.

Those whose lives have 
been reconciled by the 
power of God’s word 

have been given the great 
responsibility of taking 

God’s wonderful message 
of reconciliation to the 

whole world. 
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have you ever felt that 
you would not be able 
to defend your faith 

scientifically? How would you 
respond if someone asked you 
to prove the existence of god 
scientifically? Can science and 
religion stand together? or, 
can religion, our faith, stand 
the scrutiny of science? Do you 
believe, or, like thomas, do you 
seek proof in order to believe? 
one of the major reasons why 
christianity, or the existence of 
god, is rejected by an atheist is 
the lack of empirical evidence for 
the supernatural. 

So, the question is, can 
science provide evidence for the 
existence of god or for our faith? 
the answer, of course, is no. but 
the problem is not with our faith, 
the problem is with science; it is 
the weakness of science that it 
is not able to provide empirical 
evidence for our faith or for the 
existence of god. this weakness 
of science lies in several factors. 

first, science is only concerned 
with the physical universe; it 
does not and cannot go beyond 

THE DISCIPLE AND  
SCIENCE

Our faith is not dependent on science and does not need any 
scientific proof.

IMANUEL G. CHRISTIAN what can be seen, what can be 
measured and verified. God 
and our faith are far above the 
physical, where science cannot 
reach. Science deals with the 
physical; faith and god deal with 
the soul. 

Limitations Of Science
even in the physical realms, 

science is far more limited than 
we think or imagine. think about 
the human body and how it 
functions. Science can dissect the 
brain, but cannot yet understand 
how the human mind works. 
it can transplant the heart, but 
cannot understand how the 
human emotions work.

take for example, the physical 
universe. We don’t know why the 
universe exists, what dark matter 
or dark energy is, or whether life 
exists anywhere else. We don’t 
fully understand our own biology. 
We don’t know how the earth 
works. there’s a lot we don’t 
know. all the stars, planets and 
galaxies that can be seen today 
make up just 4 percent of the 
universe. the other 96 percent is 
made of stuff astronomers can’t 
see, detect or even comprehend. 
“the overwhelming majority of 
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the universe is: who knows?” 
explains science writer richard 
Panek, “it’s unknown for now, and 
possibly forever.” Someone once 
praised einstein (or someone 
like him) for his matchless 
intelligence. his response was, “i 
am like a boy collecting sea shells 
on the seashore while the vast 
ocean remains unexplored.” 

Beyond Science
Second, science is based on 

discovery, faith is based on rev-
elation. and so, faith goes be-
yond science. faith treads in the 
realms where science cannot 
tread. as was mentioned earlier, 
it is the limitation of science, not 
of our faith, that science cannot 
empirically prove everything we 
believe. as the bible says, “What 
no eye has seen, what no ear has 
heard, and what no human mind 
has conceived the things god has 
prepared for those who love him 
– these are the things god has 
revealed to us by his Spirit. the 
Spirit searches all things, even 
the deep things of god” (1cor.2:9-
10). revelation goes far beyond 
what science can discover.

the third factor we need to con-
sider is that science is good and 
useful. it makes our lives more 
liveable. With the scientific ad-
vances, our lives are better than 
those living in more primitive sit-
uations. Science, however, cannot 
provide the most basic aspects of 
the human life that separate hu-
mans from the animals. it is the 

inability of science to give mean-
ing, hope, love, virtue, the value of 
freedom, the need for justice, etc., 
that leads man to go beyond what 
is seen. god has set eternity in 
the human heart (eccl.3:11) that 
cannot be satisfied by science. 
Science helps to live life on the 
earth, but it cannot help to make 
it meaningful.

Science, if we are not careful, 
can become the goal of life and 
keep us from seeking the true 
life. “the soul of man is crying 
for purpose or meaning and the 
scientist says, ‘here is a telephone’ 
or, ‘Look, television!’ ...exactly as 
one tries to distract a baby crying 
for its mother by offering it candy 
and making funny faces at it. the 
leaping stream of invention has 
served extraordinarily well in 
keeping man occupied and keeping 
him from remembering that which 
is troubling him” (frank Sheed in 
Theology and Sanity).

and fourth, god or our faith, 
based on the word of god, is not 
under the scrutiny of science. 
Science can never prove it wrong. 
it is science that is under the 
scrutiny of our faith and the word of 
god. Science cannot touch our faith, 
but science is under the evaluation 
of our faith and the word of god. in 
god we trust; everything else we 
watch very carefully!

By Faith
our faith is not deependent on 

science and does not need any 
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scientific proof. It is based on the 
revelation of god provided in the 
unchanging and ever true word of 
god. Like those proverbial blind 
men examining the elephant, “We 
see but a poor reflection as in a 
mirror” and we only know in part 
(1cor.13:12). Science will never 
ever be able to fully fathom the 
universe and we will never be 
able to fully fathom the things of 
god. We live by faith and not by 
sight (2cor.5:7).

but we have enough revelation 
to keep us from being misguided 
or beguiled by worldly arguments. 
and it is revelation that leaves 
man without excuse, as Paul said, 
“for since the creation of the 
world god’s invisible qualities—
his eternal power and divine 
nature—have been clearly seen, 
being understood from what has 
been made, so that people are 
without excuse” (rom.1:20). an 
atheist believes and accepts many 
things that he cannot understand 
or explain. he claims, for example, 

of having a brain even though he 
cannot understand, much less 
explain, the outworking of the 
human mind. it is not the lack 
of proof that keeps an atheist 
from believing in god; it is the 
darkness and foolishness of 
human heart that keep him from 
faith (rom.1:21,22).

ultimately, as Moses said, “the 
secret things belong to the Lord 
our god, but the things revealed 
belong to us and to our children 
forever, that we may follow all the 
words of this law” (Deut.29:29). 
god has not told us everything. 
Our finite minds, like those blind 
men, cannot grasp everything. but 
what he has told us, he intends 
for us to obey. and for the rest, in 
god we trust.

Imanuel G. Christian  
is involved in writing 

original Bible 
commentaries and other 
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Gujarati

D. Alexander, Mumbai, Mah., Jalaja Sulochana, Hyderabad, Tel., S. H. E. S. McLoughlin, Hyderabad, Tel., 
E. Gnanasekar, Chennai, TN, Christy Inbaraj, Chennai, TN, A. Sunderraj, Mumbai, Mah., John S. Andrews, 
Sangli, Mah., Daisy T. Michael, Coimbatore, TN., Shantha Suresh, Chennai, TN, Manohar G. Andrews, Thane, 
Mah., Nirmala Butt, Hyderabad, Tel., K.P. Mohandas, Bidar, Kar., R. Sathish, Chennai, TN, Krishnabai Charles, 
Tiruchirapalli, TN, Ivor Valentine, Mumbai, Mah., Mohan C. Kamalam, Nagercoil, TN, Asha Daniel, Hyderabad, 
Tel., Lalitha Rachel, Hyderabad, Tel., G. Susan Abraham, Hyderabad, Tel., S. V. Rani, Bengaluru, Kar. Sumathi 
Dorcas Maigur, Yadgiri, Kar., M. Edwin, Coimbatore, TN, Elizabeth J. Varghese, Mumbai, Mah., Thelma 
Roberts, Hyderabad, Tel., Lesley J. Birnur, Hubli, Kar., Linda Rose Khongwir, Shillong, Megh., K. A. M. Veda 
Kumari, Eluru, AP, Thomas J. Pooppally, Mumbai, Mah., B. B.  Ropmay, Shillong, Meghalaya, Elenora Soans, 
Mumbai, Mah., Sushila Baily, Mumbai, Mah. Dolly Sinha Roy, Vadodara, Guj., K. Rajarathinam, Madurai, 
TN., Helen Williers, Mumbai, Mah.David E. Tiwari, Daund, Mah., M. Ratna Prabhu, Ahmedabad, Guj., 
Regina L. Victor, Ponda, Goa Rajkumari Devaraju, Hubli, Kar., Esther Patti, Pune, Mah., Damara Samadanam, 
Hyderabad, Tel., George B. Ullagaddi, Ambernath, Mah., I. Devanayagam, Tirunelveli, TN

Crossword 58 Winners



44Light of Life March 2019

Since 1937 
(Inter-Denominational Institute)

Affiliated to the Senate of Serampore  
College (University)

COURSES OFFERED FOR 2019-20

COURSE DURATION QUALIFICATION AFFILIATION/ 
ACCREDITED

DcS (extension 
course)

2 years 10+2 or 
equivalent

SSc

bcS (extension 
course)

4 years any graduate 
Degree

SSc

b.D. (regular) 4 years any Degree SSc
b.D. (orientation) 5 years 10+2 or 

equivalent
SSc

M.th. (Nt/theo.) 2 years b.D./M.Div. ata
M.Div. 3 years any graduate 

Degree 
ata

M.Div. (ug) 2 years b.th. (ata) ata
b.th. 3 years 10+2 or 

equivalent 
ata

christian Worker’s 
Certificate

2 years any Lay Person SibS

Further Details Contact: 
the Principal, SibS, Po box – 20, anandagiri, bangarapet – 563114 

Kolar District, KarnatakaMobile: 9740007379/ 9900137691 
e-mail: academicoffice.sibs@gmail.com/ reachsibs@gmail.com 

https://www.southindiabiblicalseminary.org

SOUTH INDIA BIBLICAL SEMINARY
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Management Seminar  
for Charitable and Religious Organisations 
  

@ Mysore April 10 & 11, 2019 
 
Resource Persons:  
CA Simon Rodrigues (Chartered Accountant) 

Mr. T Shankar Suresh (Assistant Director, CIM) 
 
Topics: 
● Goods and Services Tax (GST) 
● Lokpal & Lokayuktas Act 
● Formation and Management of Organisation 
● Income Tax Act 
● Foreign Contribution Regulation Act. (FCRA 2010) 
● Indian Constitution 
 
Place:  
Organization for the Development of People, 
Bannimantap, B Layout, Mysore-Bengaluru Highway, 
Mysore 5700 015 Karnataka 
 
Local Coordinator: Rajendran – 8892952627 
 
Total Fee: ` 2,500 (Fee covers cost of Seminar Materials, Lunch and Tea) 
 

Please send Rs.1000/- as advance (non-refundable) towards 
Registration fee by online payment / demand draft / at par cheque 

favouring “Christian Institute of Management”, payable at Chennai. 

DIRECTOR - TRAINING, 
Christian Institute of Management 

1405, 4th Street, Golden Colony,  Annanagar West Ext., Chennai - 50. 

Tel: 044-26251530 / 4858 1530 / 09445922745, 073581 99374 
Email: training@cimindia.in; Web: https://cimindia.in 

. 
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CROSSWORD 60
Book of Daniel 

  New International version (IBS) or Zondervan

Send in your answers with bible references by e-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, 
to reach Light of Life, Post box 4576, 21-yMca road, Mumbai central, Mumbai 400008, not 
later than April 5, 2019. Please indicate your name, address and Light of Life Subscription 
Number while sending the answers. 

Clues across:  

1. “But you his son, O ________, have not 
humbled yourself, though you knew all this.”  
(ch       v      )

7. “After that, in my vision at night I looked, 
and there before me was a  fourth ______ 
terrifying and frightening and very powerful.” 
(ch      v       )

8. “Give ______ O God and hear; open your eyes 
and see the desolation of the city that bears 
your name.” (ch       v      )

9. “The two kings, with their hearts bent on evil, 
will sit on the same table and _____ to each 
other, but to no avail, because an end will still 
come at the appointed time.” ( ch       v      )

10. “Under it the beasts of the field found shelter, 
and the birds of the air lived in its branches; 
from it _____ creature was fed.” (ch      v      )

12. ”They could find ________ corruption in 
him, because he was trustworthy and neither 
corrupt nor negligent.” (ch      v       )

15. “So I was left alone , gazing at this great vision; 
I had no strength left and my face turned 
deathly __________ and I was helpless.”   
(ch       v     )

1 2 3 4 5

6

7 8

9 10 11

12 13 14 15

16

17

18

16. “He will gain control of the treasures of gold 
and silver and all the riches of Egypt, with 
the Libyans and _________ in submission.” 
(ch        v      ) 

17. “____ the end of the ten days they looked healthier 
and better nourished than any of the  young men 
who ate the royal food.” (ch        v       )

18. “Then the ________, power, and greatness of 
the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be 
handed over to the saints, the people of the 
Most High.” (ch        v        ) 

Clues Down:   

1. “He  was to teach them  the language and 
literature of the ________.”    

2. “Then King Nebuchadnezzar _______ to his 
feet in amazement and asked his advisers 
‘Weren’t there three men that we tied up and 
threw in the fire?’” (ch       v       )

3. “He  ordered the furnace to be heated seven 
times _______ than  usual” (ch      v      )

4. “As soon as you hear the sound of the horn, 
flute, ______, lyre, harp, and all kinds of 
music, you must fall down and worship the 
image of gold that king Nebuchadnezzar has 
set up.” (ch        v        )
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Clues across:
1. Whitewash (13:14)   
7. Standards (11:12)   
8.rain (22:24)    
9. On (16:41)
10. bear (4:4)             
11. Cast (21:21)        
13 be (1:16)        
14.ruined (6:6)
15. so (15:6 )             
16. Sanctuaries (7:24)

Answers to Crossword 58 (Ezekiel 1-24)
Clues down:
1. waste (24:23)     
2. Imagination (13:17)    
3. Elders (8:1)    
4. Afraid (3:9)
5. Has (9:6)           
6. Divinations (12:24)   
10. birds (13:20)  
11. cedar (17:3,4)
12. feet (3:24) 

5. “… and  Darius, the Mede, took over the  
kingdom at the ______ of sixty-two.”   
(ch       v       )

6. “Therefore, O king, be pleased to accept my 
advice:  renounce your sins by doing what 
is right, and wickedness by being kind to the 
oppressed. It may be that then your ________ 
may continue. (ch      v        )

11. “In the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, 
understood from the scriptures, according 

to the word of the Lord given to Jeremiah 
the prophet, that the desolation of 
Jerusalem would last seventy _______.”  
(ch     v    )

13. “He will _______ astounding devastation 
and will succeed in whatever he does.”  
(ch      v     )     

14. “And those who walk in ________ he is able to 
humble.” (ch     v      )

MURE MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
Maharajbagh road, Sitabuldi, Nagpur – 440001 (M.S.), india  

tel. Nos.: 0712-2522370, 2535317,  
website: www.murememorialhospital.org email:murehospi@yahoo.com

Requires Committed Medical Professionals

Handsome Salary package for all the above positions as per qualification & 
experience  

1. MMh has Lush green 12.5 acres campus,  
in the heart of the city

2. Education: Schools & Colleges.  CBSC, ICSE &  
international Schools close by to Mure Memorial hospital. 

3. Medico couple who are willing to devote to take up the hospital  
to next level will be given free hand in Management of the hospital

4. transport: Nagpur is well connected by rail, road, and air transport.
for further details please contact: Mr. Vilas Shende, Director  

email: murehospi@yahoo.com contact Mob. No.: 9423078330

1. Physician M.D. Medicine  2. General Surgeon MS.
 3. Gynecologist    4. Orthopedic Surgeon

free  
accommodation  

available
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WORD AND 
THE WORLD

W
OR

D AND THE WORLD

FAITH AND HISTORY
We have a faith that is based on a historical event in space-time.

CYRIL GEORGESON

after a little more than 
eight years, ayodhya is 
once again centre stage 

in the news. the Supreme court 
started hearing the case from 
January 10, 2019. the building of 
the temple at ayodhya has been 
a hot topic and different political 
parties are trying to leverage it, to 
their advantage, for the 2019 Lok 
Sabha election.

This case has to do firstly with 
the division of the land following 
the judgment of the allahabad 
high court in 2010. the highly 
emotive issue is the building of 
the ram temple at that site, since 
it is believed to be the birth place 
of ram. the babri Masjid stood 
at the controversial site and was 
demolished by karsevaks in 1992.

History Based On Faith
in 2010, the allahabad high 

court ruled that ayodhya was the 
birthplace of ram. this brings us 
to the question: is christ historical 
the way that ram is? or is there 
something different?

Now, who is ram? in the epic 
ramayana, the principal character, 

ram, is the child born to the King 
Dasharatha and Queen Kausalya 
in ayodhya. ram Navami is the 
celebration associated with the 
birth of ram. Now, the judgment 
by a judicial court seems to 
indicate that there was a person 
‘ram’ who was born at a time and 
at a place – ‘ayodhya’. is it just like, 
say ‘gandhi’, ‘Mother teresa’ or 
‘John Lennon’? Now is this what 
the judgment really meant?

Justices Sudhir agarwal, S. u. 
Khan and Dharam Veer Sharma 
all rendered separate judgments 
in the said case. but they seem to 
agree on one central point: that 
the hindu plaintiffs in the case 
have a claim to the disputed site 
because “as per [the] faith and 
belief of the Hindus” the place 
under the central dome of the 
babri Masjid, where the idols of 
ram Lalla were placed in 1949, is 
indeed the ‘birthplace’ of ram.

romila thapar is undisputedly 
one of the foremost historians in 
india. Let’s look at a segment of an 
article that she wrote on october 
2, 2010 in The Hindu: “the verdict 
is a political judgment … its focus 
is on the possession of land and 
the building of a new temple to 
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replace the destroyed mosque. 
the problem was entangled in 
contemporary politics involving 
religious identities, but also 
claimed to be based on historical 
evidence. this latter aspect has 
been invoked, but subsequently 
set aside in the judgment. 
the court has declared that a 
particular spot is where a divine 
or semi-divine person was born 
and where a new temple is to 
be built to commemorate the 
birth. this is in response to an 
appeal by Hindu faith and belief. 
given the absence of evidence 
in support of the claim, such a 
verdict is not what one expects 
from a court of law… one judge 
stated that he did not delve into 
the historical aspect since he 
was not a historian but went to 
say that history and archaeology 
were not absolutely essential to 
decide these suits!

So, we can see that no historical 
validity has been provided for 
ram by the court judgment in the 
ayodhya case – in fact the court has 
almost categorically stated that 
such is not available. So, here we 
can see that faith preceded history.

Faith Based On History
in contrast, when we talk 

about christ we do not concern 
ourselves with his place of birth 
– his historicity is beyond doubt. 
even the most sceptical scholar 
will not challenge that Jesus was 
born and lived on terra-firma. 
There are sufficient references 

to the historical Jesus by secular 
historians of his time like Pliny 
the younger, tacitus and Lucius. 
Jews who did not believe, among 
whom is Josephus, refer much to 
him; so also the talmud – all these 
were definitely unamicable to 
the christian faith. of course, we 
cannot forget the New testament, 
which is a historical record with 
impeccable credentials. 

In the first book of Corinthians 
Paul writes, “if christ has not 
been raised, our preaching is 
useless and so is your faith. More 
than that, we are then found to be 
false witnesses about god, for we 
have testified about God that He 
raised christ from the dead. but 
he did not raise him if in fact the 
dead are not raised. for, if the dead 
are not raised, then christ has not 
been raised either. and if christ has 
not been raised, your faith is futile; 
you are still in your sins.” in other 
words – no resurrection, no faith!

in 1930, frank Morrison, 
a lawyer, set about to closely 
examine the claims of Jesus’ 
resurrection from the dead. in 
the first chapter of his book 
Who moved the stone, he tells 
about how he had planned to 
write about how the miraculous 
events recorded in the bible 
could not be believed. So, starting 
with the gospel accounts, he 
weighed the evidence for the 
resurrection of Jesus from the 
dead, among other things. he 
did end up writing a book where 
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the first chapter of the book is 
titled ‘the book that refused to 
be written’. as he sifted through 
the evidence, he found that the 
evidence for the resurrection was 
overwhelmingly strong. “for it is 
essentially a confession,” writes 
the author, “the inner story of 
a man who originally set out to 
write one kind of book and found 
himself compelled by the sheer 
force of circumstances to write 
another.” he now was faced with 
the choice of believing based on 
the evidence. his was a case of 
a book project going astray, but 
by letting the evidence speak for 
itself, he ended up with a better 
book and eternal life.

We have a faith that is based 
on a historical event in space-
time. the New testament lets 
the whole basis for our faith rest 
on the bodily resurrection of 
Jesus christ from the dead. the 
christian belief is a faith based on 
real events in space-time history. it 
does not attempt to create history 
based on the faith of people. it is 
true, irrespective of the number 
of those who believe, just like the 
theorems in mathematics or the 
laws of physics.

Cyril Georgeson  
lives in Mumbai and is 

an apologist, teacher 
and writer.

CALCUTTA BIBLE COLLEGE
 (Programs accredited by asia theological association) 

trains men and women for the christian Ministries through the following programmes 
commencing from June 2019.

COURSE DURATION QUALIFICATION

Master of Divinity (ata) 3  years any university Degree
Master of Divinity (ata) 2  years b.th (ata) with Second class  “b”

bachelor of theology (ata) 3  years 10+2 or equivalent

• All courses are conducted in English.
• Application form is available on request by email to calcuttabiblecollege@hotmail.

com
• Cost of Application Form Rs.100/=.
• Students should pass the entrance exam in English, General Knowledge & Bible 

Knowledge. Students from Non-ata background will have to pass the qualifying exam 
for 3 years Master of Divinity (ata).

• Application forms duly filled must reach our office before April 30, 2019.

Contact: The Registrar Office Phone: 033 –22362747/ 8240557155
 calcutta bible college email:  calcuttabiblecollege@hotmail.com 
 31, b.b.ganguly Street  
 Kolkata 700 012. Wb 
 cell: 09830492267
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NOTES ALONG 
THE JOURNEY

‘DONOR FATIGUE’
OBY CHERIAN

i care nothing what god 
thinks, even less what people 
think. but because this 

widow won’t quit badgering me, 
i’d better do something and see 
that she gets justice—otherwise 
she is going to wear me out.’ then 
the Master said, ‘Do you hear 
what that judge, corrupt as he 
is, is saying? So what makes you 
think, god won’t step in and work 
justice for his chosen people, 
who continue to cry out for help? 
Won’t he stick up for them? i 
assure you, he will. he will not 
drag his feet’” (Lk.18:4-8).

Do you like jokes? Most people 
do. So let me share one with you. 

“Please god,” the man prayed, 
“you know me. i’m always praying 
to you and, yet, i have had nothing 
but bad luck and misery. Look 
at the butcher next door. he’s 
never prayed in his life, and he 
has nothing but prosperity. how 
come, it’s like this?”

a voice boomed from beyond, 
“because the butcher doesn’t 
pester me, that’s why!”

Jokes aside, there is something 
about human thinking that we 
can learn here. We think that 

our Lord is like us, with limited 
time and patience. We also think 
that, like humans, he is keeping a 
careful track of how many favours 
he has done for us, last week. 
between people, it’s common for 
one to tell the other, “remember, 
i did this for you and i did that 
for you, last year.” or someone 
may say, “it’s only yesterday that 
i gave you such a lot and here you 
want something else.”

in my heart, i have sometimes 
thought the same way when i go 
to him in prayer. how can i keep 
asking so much or so frequently; 
how can i bother him about small 
things? but from what i read in 
the bible, our father seems to 
want us to pester him. in fact, 
he can never feel pestered. if he 
does not grant our prayer the 
way we like it, it’s because he has 
something better for us, what we 
ask may not be good for us, it may 
not be the right time or because 
we have something to learn from 
the delay or deprivation. there 
may be a myriad other reasons 
that only he knows about. but 
it’s never because he has run out 
of patience or resources. it’s not 
even because he has given us so 
much recently, so he would like 
to give it a break or is tired. in 



54Light of Life March 2019



55Light of Life March 2019

organisational circles, it’s called 
‘donor fatigue.’ it is also called 
‘compassion fatigue’– when do-
nors to a charity stop giving. our 
Lord never suffers from ‘donor 
fatigue’ (rom.8:32).

i am reminded of the hymn 
written by annie J. flint. She lost 
her parents in childhood and 
became an invalid in the prime of 
her youth. She suffered terrible 
pain throughout her life and yet, her 
lines give us comfort and tell us of 
a father, who is never stretched by 
the demands of his needy children 
as they cry out to him.

He giveth more grace, when the 
burdens grow greater, 

He sendeth more strength, when 
the labours increase; 
To added afflictions,  
He addeth His mercy, 
To multiplied trials,  

His multiplied peace.

When we reach the end of our 
hoarded resources 

Our Father’s full giving  
is only begun.  

Fear not that thy need shall exceed 
His provision, 

Our God ever yearns His resources 
to share; 

Lean hard on the arm everlasting, 
availing; 

The Father both thee and thy load 
will upbear. 

His love has no limits,  
His grace has no measure, 

His power no boundary known unto 
men; 

For out of His infinite  
riches in Jesus 

He giveth, and giveth,  
and giveth again.

You, too, must not rest  
or grow silent; 

Keep reminding the Eternal to 
watch over Jerusalem. 

Tirelessly pester God—give Him 
no rest—until He re-establishes 

Jerusalem (Isa.62:6,7 Voice ).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a consultant urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.

JOB OPPORTUNITY

a christian Mission agency is looking for A MISSIONARY COUPLE to join with 
their various projects located in Mohali, Punjab.

Qualifications:
1. The applicant should be a Bible School graduate with good language proficiency in 

english and hindi.
2. Must be mission oriented and willing relocate to Mohali, Punjab.
3. interested in music and ability to play musical instruments.
4. teaching/project management experience.

interested candidates are requested to send in their resumes to info@word2all.in                                        
OR call @ 09501007615, 09915357315 / www.word2all.org
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Don’t Waste Their Mistakes... Learn From Them

THE MAN WHO DIED HALFWAY

CHARACTER 
STUDY

 VIJAY THANGIAH

CHARACTER:  
TERAH

MEANING:  
wild goat or turning, 
wandering

PRONUNCIATION: 
Tē’rah

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Gen.11:24-32

BACKGROUND 

Terah’s father was Nahor, son of Serug, offspring of Shem. The 
family and several of their antecedents were polytheistic and believed 
in multiple gods. Terah had three sons, Abram, Haran, and Nahor. 

The entire family, including grandchildren, resided in Ur of the Chaldees. One of 
his grandchildren was Lot, whose father Haran, Terah’s son, passed away while 
residing in Ur.

MAIN LESSONS

1. Terah intended to go to Canaan. In Genesis 11:31,32, we find 
that Terah took Abraham and Sarai and Lot and set out from Ur. The 
Bible does not mention that God spoke to Terah and asked him to 

leave Ur. But Terah seemed to have believed what Abraham told and was willing to 
go with Abraham out of Ur. Good intentions alone do not get a person very far.

2. Terah stopped at Haran because life seemed better there. Terah uprooted 
his family and left the great city of Ur to travel 1000 miles to the land of Canaan. 
This would be a slow, arduous and dangerous journey. He would have to take a 
roundabout route staying on ‘the fertile crescent’, rather than taking a direct route 
across the desert. That is why he travelled 600 miles to Haran. Canaan would have 
been about another 400 miles, so he was over halfway there. But Terah decided to 
settle here because it seemed more pleasant.

Tagging along with another person’s commitment will never make you persevere till 
the end. You need to make a personal commitment. 
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3. Stopping halfway loses the momentum of growth. It could be that once they lost 
their momentum by stopping, they just got comfortable. Then inertia (an object at rest 
tends to stay at rest) took over so they just settled in. Maybe Terah felt comfortable 
enough that he just did not feel the need to sacrifice more in order to be blessed. 
Whatever the reason, Terah stopped halfway. Incomplete obedience is disobedience. 
Starting is not sufficient. We must finish the course that God has set for us. 

 4. God requires complete obedience. God had specifically told Abram in Genesis 
12:1, “Go forth from your country, and from your relatives and from your father’s 
house, to the land which I will show you.” But he allowed his father Terah and Lot 
to tag along with him. It is only after the death of his father and the separation of 
Lot, that the Lord again speaks to him in Genesis 13:15 and tells him, “All the land 
that you see I will give to you and your offspring forever.”

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Did God call Terah to leave Ur? Why do you think that he took the 

initiative to leave Ur? 
2. Why do you think Abraham did not prevent his nephew and Lot from 

APPLICATION QUESTIONS
1. How can you check if you are a halfway convert or a wholehearted 

saint? 
2. What are the lessons that we can learn about how God views 

obedience from this incident?
3. Where are you living today? Haran or Canaan?

going along with him, even though God had specifically told him to leave his 
father’s house? 

3. In this incident, who do you think was obedient? Abraham, Terah or Lot?

MEMORY VERSE

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have 
kept the faith” (2Tim.4:7 NIV)

PRAYER 

Lord, I pray that I would never think that partial obedience is obedience. Help 
me not to stop halfway, but go the whole way in my obedience to You. Amen

Vijay Thangiah 
 is a Bible teacher and the former National Executive Director 

of India Youth For Christ.
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After two days of just lying 
there in pain, some workers 
found her and put her on a 
makeshift cot and loaded her 
into their jeep and drove 150 
miles over deep rutted roads 
to find a doctor who could 
set the broken bones. But the 
very bumpy ride damaged 
her bones so badly that her 
hip never completely healed. 
He says, “I visited my mother 
in her mud-covered hut 
several weeks after all of this 
happened. I watched as she 
took two bamboo crutches 
that she had made herself, 
and moved from one place 
to another with her feet just 
dragging behind because 
she had lost all feeling in 
them.” He says, “At age 75, 
with a broken hip, unable 
to stand on her own two 
legs, I thought that I made a 
pretty intelligent suggestion. 
I suggested that she retire.” 
He says, “She turned around 
and looked at me and said, 
‘What value is that? If we try 
to preserve this body just a 
few more years and it is not 
being used for God, of what 
value is that?’ So she kept on 
working. She kept on riding 
her donkey to villages until 
she was 93 years old... And 
she continued to tell people 
about Jesus Christ until she 
died at age 95.”

5. Caleb experienced what God 
had promised!

 He climbed the mountains 
and he defeated the giants 
– he claimed his possession. 
The name of the place Caleb 
inherited used to be called 
Kirjatharba (city of the four 
giants). Now it was named 
Hebron (seat of association 
or fellowship). Caleb refused 
to quit until he had obtained 
everything the Lord had for 
him! He refused to stop until 
he had obtained that place of 
fellowship with God.

 Where are you in your 
personal walk with the 
Lord? Have you entered into 
your victory, or are you still 
wandering around in the 
wilderness struggling day 
to day? God has a place of 
peace and power for you, but 
you must be willing to claim 
your possession. It isn’t for 
the faint-hearted, but it is for 
the faith-hearted. 

 Half-hearted Christians are 
faint-hearted Christians, and 
they never learn to conquer 
the giants in their lives.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.
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Persecution Of Christians In 
India To Rise?

(CT): the persecution of christians 
worldwide is set to rise in 2019, 
warns release international, a 
u.K.-based charity that supports 
persecuted christians around the 
world and a partner organisation 
of Voice of the Martyrs.

“i have no doubt that persecu-
tion is increasing and it is alarm-
ing and the contexts are differ-
ent,” said andrew boyd, release 
international spokesman.  “you 
have militant islam in Nigeria; 
china, which is communism; in-
dia, which is militant hinduism; 
North Korea which is a weird 
blend of communism and emper-
or worship. there is an increasing 
intolerance and it’s being played 
out in violence and we know it 
because of the reports that are 
coming from our partners on the 
ground,” he added. North Korea, 
eritrea, and Pakistan, are other 
countries of specific concern for 
2019.

98 Christians ‘Reconvert’

(CT): at least 98 christians 
belonging to 23 tribal families have 
been ‘reconverted’ to hinduism in 
tripura, a far-right hindu group 

News
claimed. uttam Dey, president of 
the hindu Jagran Manch, said that 
the people, mostly tea garden 
workers hailing from bihar and 
Jharkhand, had been converted to 
christianity in 2010. the session 
of ghar wapsi happened in the 
district of Kailashahar, about 180 
km from the capital agartala. the 
mass conversion ceremony was 
sponsored by the Vishva hindu 
Parishad (VhP).

Police Arrest Christians For 
‘Forced Conversions’

(CT): four christians were 
arrested and then released in 
uttar Pradesh on charges of 
forced conversions. the incident 
took place in Kasimabad, in the 
district of ghazipur. Sajan K. 
george, president of the global 
council of indian christians 
(gcic), condemned the detention 
of christians and said, “in 2018 
so many pastors were harassed. 
2019 does not bode well.” he 
said that the men were arrested 
on the false charge of conducting 
‘forced conversions’ in the village 
and organising prayer meetings 
without permission.

Hindu Extremists Threaten 
Children

(CT): a mob of some 300 hindu 
extremists barged into a Sunday 
school in amathur village, 
Virudhunagar District, and 
demanded the pastor Selva raj to 
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vacate the building immediately. 
the mob destroyed a shed in 
front of the building and began 
threatening the Sunday school 
children in foul language. “they 
took away the bible storybooks 
and some song and activity books 
from the children and tore them 
into pieces,” raj said.

Pastor Arrested For Showing 
Film

(CT): a pastor in bihar has been 
arrested and charged with 
attempting forced conversions 
after showing a film about 
the life of Jesus. international 
christian concern (icc), the anti-
persecution charity, reported that 
the pastor Sojan was showing the 
film ‘Yeshu Masih’ when he was 
arrested.

index of advertisers

Sojan was detained by police 
in bakhtiyarpur village in 
Patna district in bihar. Villagers 
accused the pastor of attempting 
to forcibly convert people. after 
his arrest he was told he was not 
permitted back in the village.

False Charge against Pastor 
in India, Sources Say

(MSN): Police in rupaidiha village, 
uttar Pradesh, arrested 40-year-
old pastor Dharmendra Singh on 
a charge of ‘alluring to convert’, 
outraging religious feelings and 
promoting enmity. he was later 
released on bail. Singh denied all 
charges saying members of the 
VhP and bajrang Dal fabricated 
a story and pressured a new 
Christian, Ramesh Gautam, to file 
a false complaint against him.

A. K. International Tourism ......................... IBC
Aastha India Mission (NLSW) ......................42
Acts Academy of Higher Education ..............16
ACTS Group of Institutions .....................18, 22
Believers Wedding.com (NLF Church)..........17
Bible Society of India ...................................34
Buntain Theological College ....................... IBC
Calcutta Bible College ..................................51
Christian Gobal Net Services Pvt Ltd ............12
Christian Institute of Management ...............46
COTR Theological Seminary .........................32
EFICOR ....................................................... IFC
Faith Theological Seminary ..........................36
GIVA Institutes .............................................45
Hebron School .............................................BC

India Graduate School of Missiology ............38

Madras Theological Sem. & College .............28

Mission India Theological Seminary .............52

Mure Memorial Hospital...............................48

New Life College ..........................................24

O. M. Books ........................................ IFC, IBC

Ray of Hope Holy  Land Tour ...................... IFC

Shalom Holy Land Tour .................................54

South India Baptist Bible College .................58

South India Biblical Seminary .......................44

St Thomas’ School .......................................27

The Church at Powai ......................................7
Union Biblical Seminary ...............................40
Word2all Translation Services ..................7, 55



61Light of Life March 2019



62Light of Life March 2019



63Light of Life March 201963Light of Life february 2019



64Light of Life March 2019

LIGHT OF LIFE 80 MARCH 2016

FEBRUARY 28, 2016

Reg. No. MCW/130/2015-2017

LIGHT OF LIFE 80 MARCH 2016

FEBRUARY 28, 2016

Reg. No. MCW/130/2015-2017

LIGHT OF LIFE 80 MARCH 2016

FEBRUARY 28, 2016

Reg. No. MCW/130/2015-2017

LIGHT OF LIFE 80 MARCH 2016

FEBRUARY 28, 2016

Reg. No. MCW/130/2015-2017Reg. No. MCW/130/2018-2020

FEBRUARY 28, 2019

LIGHT OF LIFE 80 MARCH 2016

FEBRUARY 28, 2016

Reg. No. MCW/130/2015-2017
preceding month

HEBRON SCHOOL 
 
 

Hebron School is a Christian co-educational residential school founded in 1899. There are 360 students of nearly 
30 nationalities studying for the IGCSE and A Level examinations.  More than half the teaching staff are from other 
countries. Hebron is a lively, busy community in which gifts and talents of staff have ample opportunity for 
expression and development. We are looking for staff who come to work in Hebron with a sense of Christian calling 
and service.   

SALARY, ALLOWANCES AND PERKS 
a) Salary including Conveyance and Hill allowances Rs. 27,100. 
b) HRA Rs. 7,200. If employed as non-resident HRA is also given to the spouse if employed in Hebron.  
c) Child Education Allowance for one child per employee: Rs. 1.5 to 2.3 lakhs p.a. (depending on the class) for 

schooling and Rs. 7,200 p.m. for the first degree.  
d) Medical allowance up to Rs. 2400 provided according to the insurance cover taken by the employee. 
e) DA is given on all allowances (except CEA for schooling) at Central Govt. rates. 
f) PF on basic plus allowances inclusive of DA excluding HRA 
g) Mid-morning snacks, lunch and evening snacks. 
Cost to School for non-residents with a child in High School is over Rs. 63,000 p.m. 

 

Residential status may be offered if both husband and wife are employed. In which case, in lieu of HRA they will 
be provided free furnished accommodation, board, electricity, water, gas and laundry plus limited domestic help. 
Staff do not have to work during holidays (19 weeks - teachers, 9 weeks – others).   

IMMEDIATE REQUIREMENTS:   
Teachers who are able to teach up to IGCSE and A level  
History, Geography, Chemistry, Mathematics, English 
(Literature), Music instrumental teachers - Piano/Brass 
specialists and specialist in contemporary styles; vocals, guitar, 
keyboard, drums etc.  Music - Classroom teacher for GCSE and 
A Level, Design and Technology, Special Needs EAL/ESL, ICT 
and Computer Science Teacher, Physical Education, 
Religious Studies, Food Technology, Junior School. 
 

Applicants should have the following skills, qualifications and attributes: 
 Highly committed, practising Christians. 
 Fluent in English. 
 Relevant degree plus education degree/diploma.  
 Preferably prior experience of A level / IGCSE or comparable curriculum. 
 Be willing to participate fully in the life of a busy boarding school.  
 Residential staff should be willing to do duty outside working hours, including dorm parenting or dorm 

support. 
        Note:- Positions listed above are accurate as per the time of printing. 
 Applicants interested in other subjects please check the website for latest vacancies. 

 
Please contact the Human Resources Secretary (Ian A McCabe) for further details.                                               

Email: hr@hebronooty.org   Web: www.hebronooty.org      Phone: (+91) 423 2225820   Fax: (+91) 423 2441295 


