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HEBRON SCHOOL 
 
 

 
Hebron School is a Christian co-educational residential school founded in 1899.  There are 
360 students of nearly 30 nationalities studying for the IGCSE and A Level examinations.  Hebron 
School is located on two attractive campuses in the beautiful Nilgiri Hills of south India - home 
to a diverse multi-cultural community.  More than half the teaching staff are from other 
countries around the world representing the UK, Australia, NZ, the USA,  Kenya, South Korea & 
several countries of Europe and South America.  Hebron is a lively, busy community in which 
gifts and talents of staff have ample opportunity for expression and development.  We are 
looking for staff who come to work in Hebron with a sense of Christian calling and service.   
 

As a boarding school the residential care provided at Hebron is personal and endeavours to 
create a home away from home.  The school provides remuneration at local Indian rates, as well 
as full board and accommodation for resident staff. Staff at Hebron School have a high degree of 
job satisfaction and a strong appreciation for the School's aims and purpose.  
 
Immediate requirement. Assistant Accountant (Non-resident) with Under-graduate 
Degree in Commerce/ Accounts and a minimum of 1 years’ experience a similar field of work.   
 
For August  2018. We require teachers for History,  Head of Science (able to teach 
Biology/Chemistry), Head of Modern languages (French and/or German), Music(Brass 
and/or Woodwind), Chemistry, Special needs, EAL/ESL, Physical Education, Music(Brass) , 
Outdoor Education, and Junior School. 
 
To teach up to A Level : Math’s, Geography, Religious Studies and Business Studies 
 
Applicants should have the following skills, qualifications and attributes: 

 Highly committed, practising Christians  
 Fluent in English  
 Relevant degree/diploma.  
 Preferably prior experience of A level / IGCSE or comparable curriculum  
 Be willing to participate fully in the life of a busy boarding school.  
 Residential staff should be willing to do duty outside working hours, including dorm 

parenting or dorm support. 
 

 
 

Note:- Positions listed above are accurate as per the time of printing. Applicants interested in other 
subjects please check the website for latest vacancies. 

Please contact the Human Resources Secretary (Ian A McCabe) for further details.                                      
Email: hr@hebronooty.org     Web: www.hebronooty.org                                                           

Phone: (+91) 423 2225820     Fax: (+91) 423 2441295 
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LETTERS

YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 
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Spirit Filled

the february issue of Light of Life 
was full of Scripture supported 
articles. readers like me are 
immensely benefitted. Jacob Ninan, 
in his editorial, calls upon Christians 
to have an inclusive attitude that 
would help in personal reformation. 
Jose Mathew concludes his article 
on agape love with the expression 
‘compelling love’. it’s essential to 
take control of our thought life. Lily 
abraham cautions us about the forest 
of thoughts disobedience would 
bring into our life. god knows the 
secrets of our hearts. Stanley Mehta 
elaborates on this.
Suresh Manoharan says very clearly 
that church-ianity is not christianity. 
the omnipresence of god is a pure 
tenet of faith and shouldn’t be 
associated with monism or pantheism 
according to Domenic Marbaniang. 
Samson gandhi highlights the need 
for mentorship.
fredric Dawson warns against 
complacency in spiritual life – a good 
advice to senior believers. Are we, 
Christians, on the track shown by 
god? Disciples must grow in true 
obedience, says Sandeep Poonen. 
the ‘New Year’ poem by felix is 
lovely and prayerful. cyril georgeson 
exhorts us to sincerely live out our 
calling. Do caregivers serve with a 
smile? oby cherian has posted a very 
pertinent question. In all, the articles 
enrich our spiritual knowledge. well 
done, Light of Life!

P. Selvaraj, Pollachi, TN.
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HEBRON SCHOOL 
 
 

 
Hebron School is a Christian co-educational residential school founded in 1899. There are 360 
students of nearly 30 nationalities studying for the IGCSE and A Level examinations.  More than half 
the teaching staff are from other countries. Hebron is a lively, busy community in which gifts and 
talents of staff have ample opportunity for expression and development. We are looking for staff 
who come to work in Hebron with a sense of Christian calling and service.   

IMMEDIATE REQUIREMENT  

 

ASSISTANT ACCOUNTANT   
Hebron is seeking to appoint an assistant accountant.  The responsibility involves handling 
cash/bank payments and receipts, accounting bills, salary finalisations, TDS, tax handling and 
other day to day accounting work and maintenance of records.   
 
Qualification : Minimum Under-graduate Degree  in Commerce/ Accounts. 
 
Experience : Minimum 1 year in a similar field of work / further experience preferred. 
 
Knowledge of Tally, MS-Excel, basic computer operations, accounting procedures and practices 
including government compliance is essential.   
This is a Non-residential post. 
 

SALARY, ALLOWANCES AND PERKS 
a) Salary including Conveyance and Hill 

allowances Rs. 22,700/- 
b) HRA Rs. 6.000 (30% of Basic) 
c) Child Education Allowance for one child per 

employee as applicable:  
d) Medical cover OR a Medical Allowance of 

Rs. 2,400 p.m.   
e) DA is given on all allowances (except CEA 

for schooling) at Central Govt. rates. 
f) PF on basic plus allowances inclusive of DA. 
g) Mid-morning snacks, lunch and evening snacks. 

 

 

 

Please contact the Human Resources Secretary (Ian A McCabe) for further details.                                      
Email: hr@hebronooty.org     Web: www.hebronooty.org                                                           

Phone: (+91) 423 2225820     Fax: (+91) 423 2441295 
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Editorial

WHAT DO WE SEEK?

when two blind men 
cried out to Jesus to 
have mercy on them, 

Jesus asked them what exactly 
they wanted him to do for them 
(Matt.20:30-32). Obviously, it was 
not that Jesus did not know what 
they wanted, but He wanted them 
to be clear about it themselves, 
and he also wanted them to ask 
specifically for what they wanted. 
If He asks us the same question, 
what will our answer be?

when people nowadays come 
to Jesus for the first time, what 
do they look for? the ‘sales pitch’ 
from many preachers misguides 
many of  them. what they are being 
offered are healing, prosperity, a 
quick remedy for their problems, 
etc. “Come to Jesus, and all these 
things will be added to you,” 
sounds very much like what the 
Bible says Jesus himself said. But 
that is not what Jesus said.

Things were not very different 
even in the days of Jesus. even 

though he did not try to attract 
people through His miracles, 
those miracles drew many 
crowds to him. Some wanted 
to just see miracles happening, 
but many more actually wanted 
miracles in their own lives. on 
one occasion, after Jesus had fed 
a huge crowd miraculously from 
just five loaves of bread and two 
fish, a large number of people 
started following him. But Jesus 
looked at them and said, “You 
seek Me, not because you saw 
signs, but because you ate of the 
loaves and were filled” (Jn.6:26). 
even though multitudes were 
following Him, He was not happy 
because their goal did not match 
with his goal. he had compassion 
for them and he did recognise 
their genuine needs (Matt.6:32). 
He would meet their needs, even 
as he demonstrated all through 
his ministry on earth. But the 
things they were seeking, the 
gentiles also sought after. he 
had more valuable things to offer 
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Editorial
to his people which they were 
missing.

Jesus told the multitudes who 
followed Him, “Do not work for 
the food which perishes, but for 
the food which endures to eternal 
life, which the Son of Man will 
give to you, for on Him the Father, 
God, has set His seal” (Jn.6:27). 
he was not trying to imply that 
the things of this earthly life were 
not important at all and therefore 
we were not to work for them at 
all. he knew we needed them. 
But what he was saying was that 
things of eternity were more 
valuable in comparison. the 
implication of his saying was that 
we should not be side-tracked 
from His higher goals for us, as we 
sought to meet our earthly needs. 
the eternal perspective that he 
has for us must not be allowed 
to be obliterated by our concerns 
for our earthly life.

the root cause for all our 
problems on earth is sin. And, 
what salvation offers for us first 
of all, is to set us free from sin 
(Matt.1:21;1tim.1:15). Just as 
god raised up Moses when the 
people of israel cried out to god 
to save them from the slavery in 
Egypt, to those who cry out for 
freedom from the bondage of sin 
there is a Saviour whom god has 
raised up (Lk.2:11;1Jn.2:2). this 
Saviour is God’s greatest offer to 
us who, in reality, do not deserve 

any mercy from god. when we 
recognise our sins, repent, and 
humbly receive the Saviour as 
an unmerited gift from God, He 
also adds to us graciously all 
things that we need on this earth 
(Matt.6:33).

Why is it that this great offer 
from god is not what draws most 
people to Jesus?

when the people of israel cried 
out to God in Egypt, they were not 
really thinking of forsaking the 
gods of egypt and returning to 
the true and living god. what was 
bothering them was the physical 
suffering as slaves. This physical 
suffering was genuine, and surely 
they wanted to be free from that. 
god also wanted to deliver them 
from that slavery. But more than 
that, He wanted to reveal Himself 
to them as the eternal god and 
make them a special people for 
Him who would be different from 
the rest of the world. they did 
not understand that, and they 
thought that, if only they could 
eat and drink well, they would 
rather be in egypt than in god’s 
Promised Land.

Our suffering on this earth from 
various sides is real. there is 
nothing wrong at all in wanting 
to be free from it. But because it 
is tangible and eternal things are 
intangible, our focus tends to be on 
the earthly problems we face. we 
feel compelled to seek remedies 



10Light of Life March 2018

wherever they are reported to be 
available. if someone presents to 
people god as the one who can 
take care of these problems, is it 
not but natural that people jump 
for it? But they have not yet heard 
of Jesus the Saviour.

Secondly, many preachers have 
realised that what draws crowds 
is what would make them (the 
crowd) happy. So, when they 
preach, even if they bring in 
rudiments of the Gospel into it, 
their emphasis is on miracles 
and answers to prayer. the 
truths of the gospel get buried 
under testimonies of how god 
miraculously did many things for 
people.

Many in the crowd get 
disappointed when they do not 
receive the miracle they were 
looking for. Some of them leave 
Jesus, but some others keep 
hoping that the miracle is just 
around the corner as the preacher 
wants them to think.

Thirdly, there is this general 
unwillingness among people 
to acknowledge that they are 
sinners who need a Saviour. they 
use many different arguments to 
convince themselves that they 
are not really bad. they become 
experts at deflecting towards 
others the conviction they feel 
inside them, to prove that it is 
all the fault of the others. if they 
are not sinners, then they do not 

need Jesus as their Saviour, but 
only as one who will solve their 
problems. Again, preachers have 
learned that speaking about sin 
to people might offend them, and 
they stick to topics that would 
tickle the ears of the hearers.

Due to such reasons, the true 
gospel does not reach many 
people. But many people assume 
they have heard and responded 
to the Gospel. For example, 
someone who came to Jesus 
looking for healing may have 
received healing, and as a result 
started attending church. he may 
assume he has become a christian 
or ‘believer’ and everything is 
right with god. But he may not 
have repented from his sins at 
all and may not even realise that 
there is anything more to being a 
christian than being a member of 
a church!

Jesus did his miracles as ‘signs’ 
so that those who saw them might 
believe in Him (Jn.20:30,31). After 
healing the man born blind, when 
He met him later, He asked him 
if he believed in him (Jn.9:35). 
when the man understood 
who Jesus was, he believed and 
worshipped him (v.38). So, signs 
are incomplete until people start 
believing in him. But the sad 
thing is that many do not preach 
the full gospel and so people only 
get introduced to Jesus without 
believing in him and falling down 
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Jacob Ninan

and worshipping him. in many 
cases, their sins have not been 
forgiven yet.

Going further, the Gospel is 
not just about forgiveness of our 
sins, which itself is an invaluable 
gift from god. god’s eternal plan 
for us is, “For those whom He 
foreknew, He also predestined to 
become conformed to the image 
of His Son, so that He would be the 
firstborn among many brethren” 
(rom.8:29). Do all who have been 
born again press on to receive 
this transformation in their lives? 
Here again, many preachers stop 

with proclaiming the forgiveness 
of sins, and their hearers stay 
content with that, missing, in the 
process, the best gift God has for 
them.

So, what is it we are seeking 
from god? “You will seek Me and 
find Me when you search for Me 
with all your heart” (Jer.29:13).

CALCUTTA BIBLE COLLEGE

Contact: The Registrar
Calcutta Bible College
31, B.B.Ganguly Street
Kolkata 700 012. WB
Cell: 09830492267

COURSE DURATION QUALIFICATION

Master of Divinity (ATA) 3  Years Any University Degree

Master of Divinity (ATA) 2  Years B.Th (ATA) with Second Class  “B”

Bachelor of Theology (ATA) 3  Years 10+2 or equivalent

•	 All	courses	are	conducted	in	English.
•	 Application	form	is	available	on	request	by	email	to	calcuttabiblecollege@

hotmail.com
•	 Cost	of	Application	Form	Rs.100/-.
•	 Students	should	pass	the	entrance	exam	in	English,	General	Knowledge	&	

Bible	Knowledge.	Students	from	Non-ATA	background	will	have	to	pass	the	
qualifying	exam	with	B	for	3	years	Master	of	Divinity	(ATA).

•	 Application	forms	duly	filled	must	reach	our	office	before	April 30, 2018.

	(Programs	Accredited	by	Asia	Theological	Association)	
Trains	men	and	women	for	the	Christian	Ministries	through	the	following	programmes	

commencing	from	June	2018.

Office Phone: 033 –22362747/ 8240557155
Email:  calcuttabiblecollege@hotmail.com
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IT’S YOUR MISSION
It is only when everybody thinks of himself as a witness of 

Christ that the proclamation will go out to all so that Jesus can 
save everyone.

KURUVILLA CHANDY

in days gone by, the slogan 
used to raise support for 
missions was, “If you can’t 

go, send.” It was a popular and 
neat slogan that seemed to 
capture the essence of what was 
needed.

the trouble was that it made 
two very bad shifts in the thinking 
of christians and churches: the 
first was that it shifted from 
man-power to money-power. of 
course, the world runs on money. 
However, money cannot be the 
driving force in the kingdom of 
god.

our Lord said that money was 
in opposition to god: “No one can 
serve two masters. either you will 
hate the one and love the other, 
or you will be devoted to the one 
and despise the other. You cannot 
serve both God and money” 
(Matt.6:24). we need to have an 
uncompromising mindset about 
the place of money in the church 
and its mission.

the apostle Paul said that “the 
love of money is the root of all 
evil” (1Tim.6:10), and we are 

witnesses to the havoc this love 
has done in the church, when 
those who started to serve christ 
made the amassing of wealth 
primary.

Without Money

Isaiah curiously says, “Buy 
without money” (55:1). When 
have you ever been able to do 
that? What then, did God mean 
when he said that to his people? 
To understand this saying, 
consider the saying, “Beggars 
can’t be choosers.” That implies 
that, if you can pay for something, 
you have the right of choice. a 
buyer has choice. So, what God 
is saying is that he gives us the 
right of choice without us paying. 
When God makes us an offer, it is 
not going to cost us anything. all 
we have to do is choose.

god went on to ask why people 
were spending their money on 
what could not satisfy them (v.2). 
This raises the question, “What 
are we investing in?” Are we 
investing in what doesn’t satisfy, 
will not be enough?

Listen to the Lord. he said that 
we ought to invest in treasure that 
we can have with us in heaven. 
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whatever we gain or possess on 
earth will be lost one way or the 
other (Matt.6:19-21). when a very 
rich man died, someone asked, 
“How much did he leave?” A smart 
alec couldn’t resist making the 
wisecrack, “He left everything.” 
the Lord was saying that we 
are to send our treasure ahead 
to heaven because that’s where 
we’re going to be. he said that we 
were to seek first the kingdom of 
God and His righteousness (v.33), 
and discover that the other things 
we need in life would come to us 
by god’s grace.

going back to the passage 
in Isaiah, we find the prophet 
counselling that we are to seek 
god while he may be found (v.6). 
Every market offer has a ‘buy by’ 
date. Offers expire. They are open 
for a period and then the offer is 
closed and gone.

Priorities

the Lord told us the story of 
five foolish young women who 
were unprepared for the big 
event they were looking forward 
to. they didn’t bother to make 
sure that they had enough oil in 
their lamps, even though they 
knew that wedding processions 
could be delayed in arrival. By 
the time the bridegroom and his 
party arrived, it was midnight. 
when everybody started to 
light up their lamps, the five 

young women found their lamps 
sputtering and going out. they 
asked five friends to share some 
oil with them, but they wisely 
said that if they did that, they 
wouldn’t have enough either. 
the foolish ones rushed to the 
market to buy oil and when they 
got back, they couldn’t get into 
the wedding, because the door 
was closed (Matt.25:1-13).

Jesus told another story about 
how people, who were invited to 
a feast, said they were too busy 
to attend: one said he had just 
got married, another that he had 
bought a pair of oxen, and another 
he wanted to inspect a property 
that he had bought (Lk.14:18-
20). Jesus also said that, when 
He returned, people would be 
busy with life—eating, drinking, 
getting married, buying, selling, 
planting and building (17:26-28). 
None of the activities that Jesus 
listed was sinful. But it is a matter 
of priorities. it is a matter of what 
we give importance to.

why do we have to seek god? is 
he hiding from us? it is the other 
way around. after sinning against 
God, Adam and Eve hid from 
god (gen.3:8). we are guilty and 
responsible for putting a distance 
between ourselves and god. it is 
sin that separates us from god 
(isa.59:1-2). this is the reason 
we have to seek god while we can 
find Him.
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Witnesses

the second shift in thinking that 
the old mission slogan made was 
to steer us toward the notion that 
mission needn’t happen where 
we are, but somewhere else. Of 
course, there must be mission 
projects, and of course, they 
must be supported. However, it 
is wrong to think that mission is 
about what happens somewhere 
else, and we conclude that it 
doesn’t have to happen where we 
are.

Isaiah said that after finding 
satisfaction in what God offered, 
the one who belonged to god 
would be a witness to other 
peoples (55:4). our Lord said 
that his disciples were to be 
his witnesses (acts.1:8). only 
an eyewitness can be a witness. 
Hearsay cannot be offered in 
witness. Only a person who says, 
“I saw…I heard…I experienced…” 
can be a witness.

when you read the acts of the 
Apostles, you see that the thought 
of being witnesses to christ 
dominated all their evangelistic 
efforts (2:32;3:15;5:32;10:39,4
1;13:31). their claim was that 
they had seen him do signs and 
wonders with their eyes, heard 
Him with their ears, felt the touch 
of His hands, and walked with 
Him. As John later on said, “That 
which was from the beginning, 
which we have heard, which we 

have seen with our eyes, which 
we have looked at and our hands 
have touched—this we proclaim 
concerning the word of life. the 
life appeared; we have seen it and 
testify to it, and we proclaim to 
you the eternal life, which was 
with the father and has appeared 
to us. we proclaim to you what we 
have seen and heard, so that you 
also may have fellowship with us” 
(1Jn.1:1-3). 

to be a witness one need not be 
an expert in anything. when the 
Sanhedrin (supreme council of 
the Jews) hauled up the disciples 
to question them about their 
preaching, they were surprised 
by the confidence with which 
the apostles responded. then 
they “took note that these men 
had been with Jesus” (Acts4:13). 
that is all that is needed still—a 
personal experience of Jesus.

Peter and John went to the 
temple to pray. as they were 
entering the Temple, they saw 
a man who had been born lame 
begging. the man asked them for 
money, to which Peter’s response 
was, “Silver or gold I do not have, 
but what i have i give you. in the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
walk” (3:6). The question is, do 
you have Jesus in your life, to 
be able to give him to others. it 
is a truism that you cannot give 
people what you do not have. 
Make sure that you know Jesus 
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personally as Saviour and Lord 
by asking him to enter your life 
to stay (Jn.1:12-13).

If you do have Jesus, will you 
share him with others? in the 
New Testament, preaching is 
not the delivery of sermons. it 
is proclamation—making an 
announcement. as you read 
through the book of acts that is 
exactly what you see happening. 
the disciples didn’t set out to 
preach. they simply announced 
that Jesus who was crucified had 
risen from the dead.

if that is what a witness is 
and that is what preaching is, 
mission becomes everybody’s 
work, everybody’s business. 
D. T. Niles said, “Evangelism is 
just one beggar telling another 
beggar where to find bread.”

No, Christian mission is not “if 
you can’t go, send.” It is a DIY (do 
it yourself) project.

People Need Jesus

Of course, mission and 
evangelism presumes that people 
need Jesus: Hindus, Muslims, 
Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsees, 
and everybody else. Many shrink 
from this notion. they think 
that it is spiritual arrogance to 
say that people of other faiths 
need Jesus. First of all, we have 
no choice in the matter. it was 
our Lord Himself who asserted, 
“I am the way, the truth and the 

life: no one comes to the father 
except through Me” (Jn.14:6). It 
was Jesus who said that we are 
required to go everywhere and 
to everyone making them his 
disciples (Matt.28:18-20). if we 
call Him ‘Lord’, what choice do 
we have but to obey?

Secondly, it is illogical to say 
that the claim that we couldn’t 
save ourselves and needed Jesus 
to save us is spiritual arrogance. 
what pride is there in saying that 
we were/are beggars who found 
bread? all we can say is that 
we were desperately sinful and 
didn’t have a way out, but when 
we turned to Jesus, He saved us. 
we didn’t save ourselves. we 
couldn’t pay for our salvation. 
we were just beggars who 
turned to Jesus and found him to 
be gracious.

Many raise another objection: 
what about those who have not 
heard the gospel—what’s going 
to happen to them? we don’t have 
to worry about what is god’s 
business. He will find His own 
way to reach people. cornelius 
had never heard of Jesus. god 
came to him in vision and told 
him to send for an unknown man. 
Peter, unknown to Cornelius, 
was given a vision to overcome 
his abhorrence of gentiles and 
enter a roman’s home to tell him 
about Jesus (acts10). Let’s leave 
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what is god’s business to him 
and do our part.

At the outset of His ministry, 
Jesus called disciples to follow 
him and he would make them 
‘fishers of people’. Here are a 
couple of truisms about fishing. 
One, you have to go where the 
fish are: you can’t fish in a desert 
or on a lawn. Two, when you 
have got to the place where you 
find fish, you have to let your net 
down. After doing those things, 
you have to leave the rest to 
god.

there is indeed a place for 

missions and projects. it is good 
to have special efforts to serve 
special needs, and Christians 
should support them. But such 
special efforts won’t do it. You 
have to do it. it is only when 
everybody thinks of himself or 
herself as a witness of christ 
that the proclamation will go out 
to one and all that Jesus is the 
Saviour who can save everyone.

Kuruvilla Chandy  
is a freelance preacher and 

writer based in Trivandrum. 
He retired after serving 42 

years as pastor in Lucknow.
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miraculous gifts may not be 
present in a church. In such 
a situation, James said that 
anyone who is sick is to ask the 
elders of the church to anoint 
him or her and pray for healing, 
and the promise of God is that 
healing will come in answer to 
the prayer of faith (5:13-15). We 
need to have more faith about 
this promise and put it into 
practice among us.

We are indeed living in better 
days. If we were living in the 
time when Jesus was on the 
earth, we would have found 
Jesus “sent only to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel” 
(Matt.15:24). Or, like Martha and 

Mary discovered that just when 
someone was sick unto death, 
Jesus was not there (Jn.11:1-
44). We have the Holy Spirit in 
us and the Holy Spirit is more 
powerful than the spirits that 
inhabit the world (1Jn.4:4). The 
Holy Spirit will empower us 
to glorify Jesus, but we need to 
stop treating Him like a ghost. 
We have to stop ignoring Him. 
We need to let Him have His 
way with us in our lives and in 
our churches. 

Kuruvilla Chandy 
is Pastor of the Grace Bible 

Church, Lucknow.
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AN OPEN HOME
When we open our home and our hearts to Christ and His 

followers, we give Christ a chance to work miracles in our lives.

CHRISTIANA JOSEPH

Martha, her sister Mary, 
and Lazarus, their 
brother, lived in the 

small village of Bethany, which 
was about 5 miles from Jerusalem. 
Martha must have been one among 
the crowd listening to Jesus as he 
taught the people. it was she who 
invited Jesus to come, rest and 
relax at their home, after a very 
tiring day of ministry (Lk.10:38). 
She was kept busy serving Jesus 
and His disciples. Her sister, Mary, 
sat at the feet of Jesus listening 
attentively to their guest. we see 
here, the human side of Jesus, 
responding to the loving, open 
home they offered. Both Martha 
and Mary, each in their own way, 
loved Jesus and gave him the 
sympathy and reverent affection 
that eased the burden of his 
weary and busy day.

Martha was a sensitive person. 
She sensed the need of Jesus – 
for physical rest, good food and 
mental relaxation. She used her 
talent by cooking and serving 
a delicious meal for Jesus. But 
she got so carried away with 
her ‘Serving Jesus Project’ that 

she could not do it alone and 
wallowed in self-pity. Mary was 
sitting at the feet of Jesus, along 
with the guests, instead of helping 
her. this made her explode in 
self-righteous indignation. She 
marches up to the Guest, “Jesus, 
did you notice, I am making such 
a great effort to entertain you – 
all alone, and did you notice my 
younger sister lazily sitting over 
there. tell her to come and help 
me” (v.40).

Mary, in her sensitive way, 
sensed the need of Jesus for 
human friendship and love. She 
offered it by just sitting at His feet 
and listening. Jesus appreciated 
and commended Mary, “One thing 
is needed and Mary has chosen 
that good part, which will not 
be taken away from her” (v.42). 
“Don’t be so distracted with 
serving, Martha. Come, sit by Me. 
i am hungering for your company. 
what are your priorities? You 
are actually neglecting Me.” Are 
we so busy with doing and not 
being? our service for Jesus is 
meaningless, if that is the most 
important item on our ‘to Do 
List’, and not the quiet time spent 
at the feet of Jesus. 
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when Martha and Mary opened 
their hearts and home to Jesus, 
he became a privileged guest. he 
was, in turn, concerned about and 
got involved in their family and 
personal problems. when their 
brother Lazarus fell very sick and 
eventually died, the sisters very 
confidently sent for Jesus, very 
sure that he would respond and 
come at once. “Lord, behold, he 
whom you love is sick” (Jn.11:3). 
Jesus came just four days late, but 
on time to work a great miracle 
and bring back their dead brother 
to life. he who had died came out 
(v.44). when we open our home 
and our hearts to christ and his 
followers, we are giving Christ a 
chance to work miracles in our 
lives.

we always condemn Martha 
for being obsessed with serving 
Jesus, but she was one of the 
first persons to believe in the 
resurrection. Martha said to Him, 
“i know that he will rise again in 
the resurrection at the last day” 
(Jn.11:24). Martha was also one 
of the first to acknowledge Jesus 
as the Christ, the Son of God. She 
said to Him, “Yes, Lord, I believe 
that You are the Christ, the Son of 
God who is come into the world” 
(v.27).

Jesus was again invited to this 
lovely open home a week before 
his death. Six days before the 

Passover, Jesus came to Bethany 
where Lazarus was, whom He had 
raised from the dead (Jn.12:1). 
the sisters gave a big dinner party 
to celebrate the bringing back to 
life of their brother Lazarus (v.2). 
Very beautifully, we see the three 
hosts contributing to serve Jesus 
in the way each thought was 
best.

Martha continued to serve – 
what she did best. But now she 
did not complain, she served 
with a heart of gratitude (v.3). 
She realised that it was indeed a 
privilege to serve Jesus. Lazarus 
sat at the table with Jesus (v.3). 
his token of gratitude was to 
give Jesus his company and 
friendship.

Mary, dear sensitive Mary, 
showed her gratitude in her 
own unique, inimitable way. 
She poured at His feet, her 
most precious possession, an 
expensive perfume that had cost 
her a year’s wages, and wiped 
them with her hair, wetting them 
with her tears of gratitude (v.3). 
Nothing was too much to offer 
Him, after all had He not given 
his life for her!

i ponder in my heart –
is mine an open home? Do i 

welcome anyone whom christ 
chooses to send to my home? 
is mine an open heart? Do i 
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accept anyone in the name of 
the Lord?

am i willing to serve – do the 
menial tasks, behind the scenes, 
unnoticed, for the pure love of 
Jesus?  Do i choose to sit at the 
feet of Jesus, as a priority, in my 
busy day, to drink deep of His 
word and enjoy his presence?

Have I offered Him my all, my 
worldly possessions, my money? 
Are they at His disposal, for Him 
to use as he wills?

Have I prostrated, surrendered 
myself, my ego, my will, to be His 
willing slave?

Lord, here I am, use me, even 
me.

Christiana Joseph  
is a clinical sonologist in 

Tanjore, Tamil Nadu, and is 
also involved in Evangelical 

Union ministry and 
the Gideons.
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ANXIETY IS DESTRUCTIVE, 
TRY PEACE

Anxiety and worry reduce your performance, paralyse you 
into inaction, spoil the emotional atmosphere at home and 

definitely rob you of your peace.

March is a month of 
madness. children go 
mad with exams, dads 

are on edge chasing financial 
year-end goals, and moms are 
struggling to maintain their sanity. 
anxiety is palpable. while a little 
bit of anxiety may bring out the 
best in us, it becomes destructive 
if it goes unchecked. Doctors call 
good stress as eustress. it is just 
like the tension in the strings of 
a guitar. Just the right amount of 
tension in them is necessary for 
good music. Make them too taunt, 
they snap. Many students prepare 
well for their exams with a little 
bit of anxiety. that’s where the 
benefits end. Any more anxiety 
will have an adverse impact on 
their performance in the exams. 
Most times anxiety robs you of 
peace and productivity. we must 
not give room to anxiety, but 
practice peace.

we will look at the damages that 
anxiety can cause if it is unchecked, 
and simple but effective ways of 
replacing it with peace. other 

SAMSON GANDHI words that are associated with 
anxiety are tension, stress, worry, 
fear, edginess, etc. Therefore, 
you will see that these and other 
words are used in this article 
interchangeably. 

we experience anxiety when 
we are uncertain of the outcome 
that we seek to achieve. You have 
applied to get a dream job. You 
are anxious whether you will 
get it. Unable to wait any longer, 
you call them up and ask if you 
are short-listed. But they tell 
you that you have to wait a little 
longer as they received too many 
applications. Your anxiety level 
spikes. As anxiety increases, your 
body and behaviour are affected 
adversely. You are preoccupied 
and worried. You are lost in your 
thoughts. Your appetite has come 
down. You try to read, but are 
unable to concentrate. No matter 
how much you think about it, you 
will not be able to speed up the 
process of selection much less 
make them select you for the job.

You are asked to propose a 
toast, or a vote of thanks or speak 
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a few words to an audience. You 
have not done it before. You 
are anxious. You try to gather 
your thoughts and write down 
your speech. Your anxiety levels 
increase if you are not sure of 
what to say and how to say it. 
Most of all, at the back of your 
mind, you are processing another 
thought and that is: “what will 
people say after my speech? will 
they appreciate me, or will they 
make fun of me?” You develop 
knocking knees and your palms 
are sweating. Your mouth is going 
dry. all your anxiety is working 
against you. it never helps you do 
your job well. 

Parents get anxious when their 
daughters don’t get married. they 
worry. in their worry they tend to 
see everything that is happening 
in their daughter’s life through 
the lens of marriage. if they are 
dressed casually, then they will 
say, “Who will marry you, if you are 
dressed like this?” If they are late 
in coming from office, they will say, 
“If you stay out like this, you will 
not get any marriage proposal.” 
the anxiety of the parents drives 
a wedge between them and their 
children. their daughter too 
is anxious and she has to hear 
taunting remarks of the parents. 
the whole atmosphere is vitiated 
due to anxiety.

Some young couples grow 
anxious because they are not able 

to conceive and bear children. 
the parents on either side put 
pressure and make matters worse. 
Pressure is added to anxiety and 
this in no way helps them to bear 
children. In fact, even medically, 
it is established that the women 
under stress and anxiety cannot 
conceive children easily. in these 
circumstances, the families go 
to men and women of god and 
have them pray over them. there 
is nothing wrong in it. But many 
of them make wrong prophecies 
and offer false promises. In 
their anxiety, they will believe 
anything and everything. Some of 
them even lose their faith, when 
the false prophecies and false 
promises do not come true.

As you can see, anxiety and 
worry reduce your performance, 
paralyse you into inaction, spoil 
the emotional atmosphere at 
home and definitely rob you of 
your peace. No matter what your 
situation of anxiety, the following 
principles when practised will 
help you enjoy the peace of god. 
getting what we want is not an 
antidote to anxiety, but the peace 
of god is.

resolving not to worry or be 
anxious is like trying not to think 
of a large pink elephant. in doing 
that, you actually end up thinking 
of a large pink elephant. Instead, 
if you do not want to think of a 
large pink elephant, you must 



25Light of Life March 2018

choose to think of a tall giraffe or 
anything else other than a large 
pink elephant. Likewise, if you 
don’t want to be anxious, seek 
peace and pursue it. try these 
biblical principles. they work.
1. Focus on God, not on the 
problem that is making you 
anxious. 

focusing on the problem never 
gave peace to anyone. Someone 
said, “Your mind is your prison 
when you focus on your fear.” God, 
who has all things in control and 
who loves you beyond measure, 
is the only one who can give you 
peace. Look up at God, look away 
from the situation and invite his 
intervention in the situation. 
Trust Him to make a difference 
and give you peace. In Isaiah, it 
is written, “Thou dost keep him 
in perfect peace whose mind is 
stayed in thee because he trusts 
in Thee” (Isa.26:3). When adverse 
circumstances take our gaze away 
from God, come back to Him. 
trusting god is not passive. trust 
requires you to take those steps 
of faith and allow god to work. 
As someone said, “You do what is 
possible with you and god will do 
what is impossible for you.”
2. Plan your life. 

The wise man says, “To 
everything there is a season, a 
time for every purpose under 
heaven” (Eccl.3:1). What it means 
is that one must study when it 

is time to study; sleep when you 
have to sleep; work when you 
have to work. take up a job when 
you have to and get married when 
you are of age. when people 
lose out on such developmental 
goals, they end up with life-long 
problems. what it also means 
is that you must do what you 
have to do at the time they have 
to be done. Like taking medical 
insurance, instead of worrying 
how to pay medical bills when 
you fall sick. Save money for your 
contingencies and old age instead 
of worrying how you will get by.
3. Place your petitions before 
God with the right attitude. 

Most people pray for what they 
are anxious about. However, 
they do not experience peace 
because their attitude is wrong. 
Sometimes, when our petitions 
are delayed, we begin to grumble, 
whine and complain. this is just 
not acceptable to God. Remember, 
those who grumbled actually 
perished in the wilderness 
(1Cor.10:10). In everything, 
approach god with thankfulness 
in our heart for all His blessings, 
past and present, and stop being 
obsessed with one thing that 
you are asking of god. we should 
ask with an attitude of humility, 
not as a demand. Such humility 
assumes a tone of “Not my will, 
Lord, but Yours be done.” Paul, 
writing to the Philippians, says, 
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“Have no anxiety about anything, 
but in everything by prayer and 
supplication, with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known 
to god and the peace of god 
which passes all understanding 
will keep your hearts and minds 
in Christ Jesus.”
4. Do more now to achieve 
the goal you want fulfilled in 
future. 

anxiety is always about the 
future outcome, not on the task 
at hand that has a bearing on the 
future outcome. anxiety has a way 
of deceiving us into thinking that 
by being anxious we are in some 
way influencing a positive and 
early outcome. Like the parents 
keep telling all and sundry how 
much they are worried about their 
daughter who is not yet married. 
Instead, they could tell friends 
and relatives who really care and 
actively look out for proposals. 
they could visit more marriage 
bureaus to check for profiles 
and also leave their daughter’s 
profile there. When they take 
these steps, there are more ways 
god can honour their faith that 
is put to work. that is why Jesus 
said, “Therefore do not worry 
about tomorrow, for tomorrow 
will worry about its own things. 
Sufficient for the day is its own 
trouble” (Matt.6:34). “Whatever 
your hands find to do, do it with 
all your might” (Eccl.9:10).

5. Don’t worry about imaginary 
problems. 

imaginary problems can come 
true, but they have not yet come 
true. You can worry when they 
come true. Till that time, be 
about something productive. as 
someone said, “Worry is a down 
payment on a problem you may 
never have.” It is futile to worry, 
think or be anxious about things 
which may not come true. the 
thoughts that feed your anxiety 
might be: “If I don’t get this job, 
I am done.” “Nothing worked out 
so far. This is my last hope.” “If I 
don’t get it, I am a failure.” None 
of that is true. You are not done; 
this job opening is not your last 
hope, and you are definitely not 
a failure. as long as you are able 
to apply again, you can have 
hope and therefore no room for 
failure.

People who are anxious are 
irritable, edgy and not very pleasant 
to be with. they spoil the joy of 
enjoying the moment. Someone 
said, “Worrying is like walking 
around with an (open) umbrella 
waiting for it to rain.” It is foolish. 
to be prepared with an umbrella in 
the event of a rain is wise.

Samson Gandhi  
is the founder and Executive 

Director of Person to 
Person Institute for 

Christian Counselling in 
Secunderabad.
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Oasis India (www.oasisindia.org) has been in existence since 1994 and is currently engaged in 
projects based on education, training, microfinance, health & psychosocial care as well as residential 
rehabilitation. These projects aim to help people move from being victims of injustice, poverty or other 
marginalization, to living and contributing  to stable life in community. We are located in the cities of 
Bangalore, Chennai and Mumbai.

Given below are the current vacancies in Oasis India -

HR Coordinator (Location: Mumbai) 

Responsibilities:

•	 Ensure	all	Oasis	India	policies	and	procedures	are	up	to	date	in	line	with	current	employment	law.	
Ensure	project	managers	are	up	to	date	with	changes	to	any	policies

•	 Employee	 Relations:	 managing	 absence,	 disciplinaries,	 grievances,	 sickness	 etc.	 Measure	
employee satisfaction and identify areas that require improvement

•	 Performance	Management:	coaching	project	managers	on	performance	management	issues	and	
processes

•	 Training	 &	 Development:	 providing	 guidance	 on	 development	 for	 project	 managers	 and	 their	
teams.	Implementing	the	training	and	development	agenda;	identify	areas	that	need	attention	and	
improvement

•	 Recruitment	&	retention:	managing	talent	and	succession	planning;	taking	overall	responsibility	
for recruitment activity and campaigns

•	 Manage	the	payroll	for	the	Mumbai	office

•	 Liaise	with	the	EPF	office	on	withdrawals,	PF	transfers	and	payment	in	the	EPFO	account

•	 Ensure	updated	HR	records	by	way	of	personnel	files,	employee	database,	job	descriptions	and	
any other related documentation

•	 Prepare	and	follow	budgets	for	HR	operations

•	 Compile	and	prepare	reports	and	documents	pertaining	to	personnel	activities.

•	 Process	HR	related	forms	for	staff	which	includes	but	is	not	limited	to	pay	slips,	Form	16s,	Tax	
declarations	(TDS)	etc.

•	 Provide	assistance	in	administering	employee	benefit	programs

Qualifications and Experience: 

•	 Bachelor’s	Degree	and/or	PG	Diploma	in	HR	or	related	subjects

•	 Proven	2-3	years’	experience	in	HR	positions

•	 Experience	in	the	NGO	sector	would	be	an	added	advantage

•	 Experience	in	the	development	and	implementation	of	employment	policies	and	procedures.

•	 Ability	to	create	HR	communications	appropriate	for	the	audience.

•	 Experience	at	recruitment,	interviewing	and	assessment.

•	 Excellent	interpersonal,	written	and	verbal	communication	skills	in	English.

•	 Pro-active	and	self-motivated.

•	 Excellent	planning	and	organization	skills	to	meet	deadlines

•	 Proficient	in	the	use	of	MS	Office	applications,	email	and	the	Internet.
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Relationship Officer (Location: Mumbai)

Key responsibilities:

•	 Build,	maintain	and	utilize	the	various	Oasis	databases	for	raising	funds	for	the	organization	with	
a focus on unrestricted giving. 

•	 Recruiting	new	donors	through	face-to-face	meetings	and	speaking	with	prospective	donors	at	
events/stalls	etc.

•	 Focus	on	donor	relations	by	building	relationships	with	existing	donors.

•	 Creating	opportunities	for	Oasis	staff	to	speak	in	corporate	settings	leading	to	recruitment	of	new	
individual donors.

•	 Some	administrative	processes	including	processing	of	forms	for	regular	and	one-off	giving.

•	 Ensure	 the	systems	and	processes	 for	effective	donor	 linkage	are	 in	place	 including	pick-ups,	
receipting,	acknowledgements	etc.

•	 Meeting	donors	face-to-face	to	build	our	relationship	with	them	leading	to	donor	retention

•	 Carry	 out	 other	 tasks	 relating	 to	 the	 job	 description	 as	 may	 be	 reasonably	 required	 by	 the	
fundraising team.

•	 Support	the	work	of	the	rest	of	the	FR&C	team	by	engaging	in	face	to	face	presentations,	meeting	
corporate clients.

•	 Manage	visitors	to	projects	who	may	become	donors.

Qualifications & Experience: 

•	 A	person	of	integrity	who	can	be	trusted	to	work	independently	and	who	would	work	well	in	a	
team environment.

•	 Bachelor’s	and/or	Master’s	Degree	in	Communications	or	any	related	degree.

•	 A	person	who	is	a	self-starter	and	can	approach	Corporates/individuals	via	phone	and	visits	and	
create	openings	for	promoting	Oasis	India.

•	 A	person	who	is	proficient	in	spoken	&	written	English	with	knowledge	of	Hindi/Marathi.

•	 A	 person	who	 is	 skilled	 in	 Computers	 -	Windows	 and	Microsoft	 Office	 applications	 (Outlook,	
Word,	Excel,	PowerPoint).

•	 A	person	with	a	good	understanding	of	social	media.

•	 A	person	with	good	personal	organizational	skills.

•	 Creative	and	graphic	design	skills	are	welcomed	but	not	mandatory.

General requirements:

•	 Strong	commitment	to	Oasis	India’s	vision,	mission	and	ethos.

•	 Participate	in	the	wider	corporate	life	of	Oasis	India	e.g.	staff	meetings,	training	events	etc.

•	 To	be	willing	to	serve	as	and	when	required	and	requested	beyond	the	specified	scope	of	duty.

To Apply:

Please	send	your	updated	CV	at	jobs@oasisin.org.	Only	shortlisted	candidates	will	be	contacted.	 
To	know	about	Oasis	India	please	visit	our	website	www.oasisin.org
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THE DISCIPLE AND  
ADVERSITY

God has three purposes in allowing adversity in a believer’s 
life: reproving, proving or approving, and improving.

adversity: trials, testing, 
problems. call it by any 
name; it is something we 

do not like. to go through a period 
of adversity is never a pleasant 
experience, and we would do 
everything in our power to avoid 
it. But however hard we may try, 
we cannot avoid it. a major part 
of life is spent either in trying to 
avoid adversity or experiencing 
it. Oliver Wendell Holmes said, “I 
don’t embrace trouble… But i do 
say meet it as a friend. for you’ll 
see a lot of it and had better be on 
speaking terms with it.”

there basically can be three 
main sources of adversity. One, 
our own evil desires and sinful 
ways. James says, “Each one is 
tempted when, by his own evil 
desire, he is dragged away and 
enticed” (Jas.1:14). Khalil Gibran 
said, “Much of your pain is self-
chosen.” Secondly, the source of 
our adversity can be Satan. Satan 
is designated as ‘tempter’ (Matt.4
:3;1thes.3:5;cf.1cor.7:5). Neither 
of these two is the focus of this 
article.

IMANUEL G. CHRISTIAN the third source of adversity 
or trial is god himself. the greek 
and hebrew words for trial can 
be translated both in a negative 
sense, temptation from Satan, 
or in a positive sense, testing by 
god. god does not test (tempt) 
anyone (Jas.1:13). But he tested 
Abraham (Heb.1:17). So also, God 
tested Job; “when he has tested 
me, I will come forth as gold,” said 
Job (Job23:10).

we will deal with two points. 
One, why does God allow adversity, 
trials and testing in our life, and 
two, how should we respond to 
it. Since God is sovereign, He can 
stop it from coming and so, when 
we are going through a difficult 
situation, we can assume God must 
have allowed it for a purpose. as 
Jesus said, even a sparrow does 
not fall to the ground apart from 
god’s will (Matt.10:20). Sparrows 
do fall, and adversity and trials do 
come, but not without God’s will, 
plan and purpose.

Why Adversity

god basically has one of three 
purposes in allowing adversity or 
trial in a believer’s life: reproving, 
proving or approving, and 
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improving. Most of the trials the 
israelites experienced during their 
wilderness travels were for their 
reproof for not wholeheartedly 
following god. it was a time of 
god’s testing so that their basic 
attitude of rebellion could be 
exposed (Deut.8:2-3,16). The Book 
of hebrews mentions discipline 
in the context of god’s rebuke or 
reproof. “Do not lose heart when 
He rebukes you, because the Lord 
disciplines those he loves and 
punishes everyone he accepts 
as a son. endure hardship as 
discipline” (Heb.12:5-7).

Secondly, God allows testing or 
adversity to approve or prove his 
servant. Job’s testing was for this 
purpose. god wanted to approve 
Job’s character and integrity, to 
prove before Satan where Job’s 
heart was set. having no known 
sin in his life Job assumed this 
purpose of god in allowing the 
adversity. He says, “But He knows 
the way that i take; when he has 
tested me, I will come forth as 
gold” (Job23:10).

whether it is for reproving or 
approving, God’s third and most 
basic purpose in allowing adver-
sity in a believer’s life is improving 
him, to build up his character. As 
James writes, testing of a believ-
er’s faith produces perseverance 
and ultimately produces a mature 
and complete person who does 
not lack any good thing (Jas.1:1-4). 
Smooth seas do not make skilful 
sailors (african proverb).

Responding To Adversity

Now, let us think about how to 
respond to adversity that god has 
allowed for a good reason. the 
desired response stated in the 
word of God is rejoicing, rejoice in 
suffering! “Consider it pure joy, my 
brothers, whenever you face trials 
of many kinds” (Jas.1:2). Paul said, 
“We are sorrowful, yet always 
rejoicing” (2Cor.6:10). Paul from 
the Roman prison cell can say, 
“rejoice in the Lord always. i will 
say it again: rejoice!” (Php.4:4).

Obviously, this is not a natural 
response. But it is rejoicing in 
suffering and not for the suffering. 
the Bible does not tell us to 
rejoice for or even desire or look 
for suffering. The rejoicing is not 
for suffering, but for the outcome 
of the suffering. Usually, this 
rejoicing comes after the suffering 
has become a thing of the past and 
we can look back and see how god 
used it for our spiritual benefit 
and blessing. But this is what also 
gives us strength to stand up to the 
adversity and suffering, knowing 
that god will accomplish his good 
purpose through it so we can 
rejoice even during the suffering. 
“for our light and momentary 
troubles are achieving for us an 
eternal glory that outweighs them 
all” (2Cor.6:17).

Secondly, the Bible tells us to 
expect it, get used to it, and when 
we face it think of it as a normal 
process of life. as long as we are on 
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this side of heaven, we will never 
be without suffering. So, “Dear 
friends, do not be surprised at the 
painful trial you are suffering as 
though something strange were 
happening to you” (1Pet.4:12).

Thirdly, it is okay to cry out to 
god in agony. it is okay to pray 
desperately to god for the re-
moval of the troubling situa-
tion. David often did (Psa.22:10) 
and even the Lord did from the 
cross (Matt.27:46; Mk.15:34). 
Job repeatedly cried out to god 
(Job.6:2;23:2-5,8,9;30:20,21). 
But we do not do this in bitterness 
or in an attitude of complaint, or 
thinking i do not deserve this. an 
unknown author has said, “We 
have no right to ask when sor-
row comes, ‘Why did this happen 
to me?’, unless we ask the same 
question for every moment of 
happiness that comes our way.”

Fourthly, we do not question 
god’s love. we do not and cannot 
understand the reason behind 
everything that god does (Job.
36:26;37:5,23;Psa.131:1;Eccl.8
:16,17). But we have to assume 
that god is good and whatever 
He does is good (Psa.119:67,68). 
Instead, we confirm our faith in 
god and trust him for everything. 
Some of the strongest statements 
of faith have come from the 
deepest darkness. For example, a 
graffiti found on a concentration 
camp wall said, “I believe in the 
sun, even when it is not shining; 
I believe in love, even when I feel 

it not; I believe in God, even when 
He is silent.” Similarly, Job said, “I 
know that my Redeemer lives, and 
that in the end he will stand upon 
the earth… I will see God, I myself 
will see Him” (Job.19:25-27). Job 
did not try to hide his despair 
and anguish, but the trials did not 
crush his confidence in God, nor 
did he give up his hope. “though 
He slay me, yet will I hope in Him” 
(Job.13:15).

Finally, allow God’s people 
to stand with you in your trial. 
Misery loves company, but it 
certainly shies away from a 
company of god’s faithful people 
who comfort us, encourage us, 
and strengthen us. Kalidas, a 
Sanskrit poet wrote, “Joy when 
shared is increased; but sorrow 
when shared is decreased.” It is 
because of god’s grace to us that 
he has designed it that way.

Again, “Therefore we do not lose 
heart. though outwardly we are 
wasting away, yet inwardly we 
are renewed day by day. for our 
light and momentary troubles are 
achieving for us an eternal glory 
that outweighs them all. So we 
fix our eyes not on what is seen, 
but on what is unseen. for what 
is seen is temporary, but what is 
unseen is eternal” (2Cor.4:16-18). 

Imanuel G. Christian  
lives in the U.S. and is 
involved in writing a 

commentary on the Book 
of Romans.
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DOES THE BIBLE CHALLENGE 
US TO READ IT DAILY?

We must spend time daily in God’s word, collecting God’s truth 
for our spiritual nourishment.

the guardian reported that 
people spend about three 
hours on their smart-

phone daily. while we spent a lot 
of time with our smartphones, do 
we even start thinking of impor-
tant things like Bible-reading?

is there a challenge in the Bible 
that calls us to read the Bible 
daily? indeed! where?

The first challenge to read the 
Bible daily comes from heaven!

During the wilderness journey 
of the Israelites, manna from 
heaven came down! the people 
of israel had to collect the manna 
from heaven daily and consume 
it immediately (exo.16:3). the 
Bible is a heaven-inspired book 
(2tim.3:16). we must spend time 
daily in God’s word, collecting 
god’s truth for us from it for our 
spiritual nourishment!

we have a challenge from the 
palace, next, inspiring us to read 
the Bible daily!

the kings of israel were called to 
acquire a copy of the laws of god 

DUKE JEYARAJ and read it daily, the law of Moses 
proclaimed (Deut.17:18,19). In 
the New Testament, aren’t we the 
kings, as we are called the royal 
priesthood (1Pet.2:9)? Should we 
also not read god’s word daily so 
that we will know how to behave 
in his kingdom and extend his 
rule on earth daily?

the third challenge for daily 
Bible reading comes from 
the Temple! Jesus had this 
noticeable habit of going to the 
Temple, and teaching there daily 
(Lk.19:47;Matt.26:55). he taught 
in the Temple daily, as if to tell us 
that we should take efforts to be 
exposed to his words daily and 
lap them up!

the fourth challenge for daily 
Bible reading comes from the 
prayer-closet! Jesus taught us 
to pray for our ‘daily bread’ 
(Lk.11:3). as much as we need 
physical bread, we need spiritual 
bread, don’t we? Don’t we need it 
daily?

The fifth challenge for daily 
Bible reading comes from the 
house!
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The believers of Berea, went 
home and checked up the word 
of god daily (acts.17:11). why? 
they wanted to check if the 
spoken word preached by the 
apostles was according to what 
was written in the word of god!

if we read three chapters of 
the Bible on weekdays (Monday 
through friday) and four chapters 

in the weekend (Saturday and 
Sunday), we can complete reading 
the full Bible in a single year! why 
not try that, this year?

Duke Jeyaraj  
is the founder of G4 

Mission, a ministry oriented 
to the modern youth.

Bethel Bible Institute, a Centre for Missionary and Theological training, 
affiliated to Senate of Serampore College (University) invites application for 
courses offered:
1. B.D., (4 years) for graduates
2. B.D., (5 Years) for Plus 2 Pass
3. B.D., (2 Years) for B.th. Up graders with B+
4. B.Miss., (3 Years) for Plus 2 Pass
5. Dip. in Mission Studies (1 year) for graduates/Plus 2 Pass
6. Missionary Training Programme (one Semester course)

Medium of Instruction is English (except MtP)
application forms may be obtained from the Principal on payment of rs.250 

by MO/DD in favor of Bethel Bible Institute, Danishpet, Tamil Nadu-636354 
Filled in forms must reach office latest by 30th April 2018 
Ph: 04290-293144 E-mail: <bbibethelprincipal@gmail.com>

Principal  cell No. 0-9443943802

Admission to B.D., B.Miss., Diploma in Mission  
Studies for the year 2018-2019

WANTED BRIDE
Seeking a compatible, committed Christian believer, 26-29 years, 
preferably working in India, for a 26 year old girl, committed believer, 
BE/MBA, 5’3”, working in an investment bank in Mumbai, friendly, 
outgoing, many interests, most comfortable in English, from a Mar 
thoma family. Please respond to: hisagapelove18@gmail.com

MATRIMONIAL
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REGULAR PROGRAMME: Affiliated to Senate of Serampore College  

COURSES OFFERED ELIGIBILITY DURATION MEDIUM 

Bachelor of  Divinity (B.D.) + 2  Passed 5 Years ENGLISH 

Bachelor of  Divinity (B.D.) Any U.G. Degree from any 

recognized university 

 

4 years 

 

ENGLISH 

B.D Upgrading B.Th Second Class from 

Senate of Serampore 

2 years ENGLISH 

Bachelor of  Divinity (B.D.) B.Th Third Class from Senate 

of Serampore 

3 years ENGLISH 

EXTENSION PROGRAMME: Affiliated to Senate of Serampore College 

Bachelor of Christian Studies (B.C.S) Any U.G. Degree from any 

recognized university 

4 years ENGLISH & 

TAMIL 

Bachelor of Christian Studies (B.C.S) B.Th 2 years ENGLISH & 

TAMIL 

EXTENSION PROGRAMME: Accredited  by ATA 

Diploma in Theology (Dip. Th.)  10th Passed 3 Years TAMIL 

Bachelor of Theology (B.Th.) + 2 Passed / Dip.Th. 2 Years TAMIL 

Bachelor of Ministry (B. Min.) H.S.L.C Passed & above 20 

Years of age 

3  Years ENGLISH & 

TAMIL  

Master of Divinity (M. Div.)  Any Degree 4 Years ENGLISH 

Master of Divinity (M. Div.) Any Theological Degree from 

SSC/ATA 

2 Years ENGLISH 

Master of Theology B.Th/ BD/B.Min 3 Years ENGLISH 

Doctor of Ministry BD/M.Div/M.Th 3-4 Years ENGLISH 

 
Last Date for Submitting the Application: 14th April 2018 

For Application & Prospectus send Rs.200/- by M.O. to: 
The Registrar, Madras Theological Seminary & College, 14, Waddels Road, Kilpauk, Chennai – 10. 

For Extension Education Programme Application & Prospectus send Rs 200/- by M.O. to: 
The Director, Madras Theological Seminary & College, 14, Waddels Road, Kilpauk, Chennai – 10. 

The Application form can also be downloaded from the Website: www.mtsc.co.in 
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GUARDING OUR 
HEART - PART 2

The heart must be diligently guarded, watched, preserved,  
because it is the ‘wellspring’ of life.

The Heart Is Important

think of the heart as being 
the womb from which all our 
actions, attitudes, ambitions and 
articulations are conceived. when 
Solomon encourages us to guard 
our hearts, he is saying, “Above all 
things guard your heart, because 
life springs from it!” The word 
‘guard’ is elsewhere translated 
as preserve, observe, watch, 
keep. he is talking of the origin 
or the source from where all life 
begins. If we guard the source, 
then everything else will be 
alright. If the source is polluted, 
then external alignment is no 
good.

what we do is a product of the 
heart! what we say is evident 
of what lies within the heart! 
think of the heart as the womb 
where all of our actions, atti-
tudes, and words are conceived. 
“But the things that come out of 
the mouth come from the heart, 
and these make a man ‘un-
clean’. out of the heart come evil 
thoughts, murder, adultery, sexu-

STANLEY MEHTA al immorality, theft, false testimo-
ny, slander. These are what make 
a man ‘unclean’; but eating with 
unwashed hands does not make 
him ‘unclean’” (Matt.15:18-20).

one of the fears of the national 
security department is a chemical 
attack or biological attack on our 
water supply! why would such 
an attack be so devastating? Be-
cause it would be so widespread, 
affecting so many, and so much! 
it would be almost impossible to 
stop! when the source is pollut-
ed, everything is damaged. Simi-
larly, the Bible tells us that the 
heart must be diligently guarded, 
watched, preserved, because it is 
the ‘wellspring’ of life. out of the 
heart, life flows!

Satan, the first terrorist, knows 
that if he can poison our heart, he 
can corrupt our life! the quality 
of our life is determined by the 
condition of our heart! Listen to 
the words of Jesus concerning the 
heart: “the good man brings good 
things out of the good stored up in 
his heart, and the evil man brings 
evil things out of the evil stored 
up in his heart. for out of the 
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overflow of his heart his mouth 
speaks” (Lk.6:45).

there are some people i know 
who were part of the church, who 
attended all the meetings, who 
were there for all the gatherings, 
they flowed with the church. 
They paid their tithes, they sang 
the songs. They were prominent, 
loud and vocal. all noticed them. 
But when they were transferred, 
it was tragic to see what happened 
to them. their faith went for a 
toss. when we speak to such 
people over the phone, to enquire 
about their spiritual welfare, it 
has all gone cold. They say, “I 
am missing the church,” “I am 
missing the fellowship,” because 
their association with the church 
caused external ‘conformation’ 
but not internal ‘transformation’. 
In other words, their heart was 
untouched.

it’s like an iron nail that becomes 
magnetic, when kept near a 
magnet. the magnet attracts the 
iron nail, and then, any other iron 
piece that comes near this nail 
also gets attracted, as the nail 
becomes magnetic. But no sooner 
you remove the magnet from 
the vicinity of the iron nail, the 
iron loses its magnetic property. 
Just like the christian who is 
fellowshipping with a live church, 
he is all charged up, but has no 
depth inside of him. No sooner 
that magnetic influence is gone, 

he is the same old person. No 
vitality, no personal relationship 
with God, no love for the word of 
God, no desire for worship.

it all depends on the condition 
of our heart. 

How do we guard our heart? 

the Lord is saying “Do i have 
your heart?”

it’s like a wife saying to her 
husband, “Honey, do I have your 
heart?” He says, “Well, I give you 
the full salary. On your birthday, 
I may not be at home, but I do 
arrange for the florist to deliver 
the flowers. I buy you expensive 
gifts on occasions.” But she says, 
“I don’t need your flowers, your 
gifts, your salary, but I need you? 
Do I have your heart?” I think, the 
Lord would ask the same, “Do I 
have your heart?”

You may say: “i attend all the 
meetings, I go to the church picnic 
and the camps and the seminar, I 
play the guitar in worship, I use 
my talents.” But the Lord asks, 
“Do I have your heart?”

our heart is polluted. will the 
Lord help us?

Yes, there is something that the 
Lord does and something that we 
need to do. for example: 
• Jesus asked the people to 

remove the stone that blocked 
the entrance to the tomb of 
Lazarus. Then, Jesus raised 
Lazarus form the dead.
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• We plant a seed, and water it, 
but the life in the seed is given 
by god and he causes the 
plant to grow.

• The boy gave five loaves 
and two fishes, and Jesus 
multiplied it to feed the 5000.

1. Ask For God’s Help To Purify 
Your Heart (eliminate all trash)

“Finally, brothers, whatever is 
true, whatever is noble, whatever 
is right, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever 
is admirable – if anything is 
excellent or praiseworthy – think 
about such things” (Php.4:8). This 
has to do with personal discipline. 
“Create in me a pure heart, O 
God, and renew a steadfast spirit 
within me” (Psa.51:10).
2. Ask For God’s Help To Be 
Single Minded

there are two things that the 
Lord does – he teaches us his 
way, and He gives us an undivided 
heart. and our role is to walk in 
obedience to what He teaches us, 
and to fear his name (Psa.86:11). 
i must settle the issue who will be 
my master (Matt.6:24). Divided 
mind, or a double minded 
person is unstable in all his ways 
(Jas.1:5-8). he is not focused. he 
will be tossed to and fro by every 
wind. when he is with christian 
friends, he will be doing the right 
things, but mid-week, when he 
is with his friends, he will try 

to please them and do what is 
acceptable in their sight. in the 
end, he will please no one and he 
will feel miserable.

a thermometer will read the 
temperature of the surrounding 
area. If the temperature rises, it 
will affect the thermometer, and 
the mercury in the thermometer 
will rise. if the temperature 
falls, the mercury indicator will 
also fall. In short, it is affected 
by the situation around it. But a 
thermostat is a device fitted in your 
air conditioner or refrigerator. it 
controls the temperature. if the 
temperature rises, it starts the 
compressor and starts to cool 
the temperature. So, the question 
is: “Are we like a thermometer, 
affected by peer pressure, or are 
we like a thermostat, affecting 
the people around us?”
3. Ask God For Good Friends

Keep away from bad ones, 
as they will pollute your heart 
(1cor.15:33). i have to choose my 
friends. it will either make me 
wise or cause harm (Pro.13:20). 
a man is known by the company 
he keeps.
4. Ask God To Show You What 
You Value The Most

Let’s do a test. if we connect 
your heart with wires to a 
monitor, let’s see the reaction 
when certain words are used. 
it will tell us what we treasure: 
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SOUTH INDIA BIBLICAL SEMINARY
Since 1937

(Inter-Denominational Institute)

Affiliated to the Senate of Serampore  
College (University)

applications are invited from eligible and committed 
christian candidates

for the academic Year 2018-2019

COURSES OFFERED

COURSE DURATION QUALIFICATION AFFILIATION/
ACCREDITED

christian worker’s 
Certificate

2 Years any Lay Person SiBS

B.th. 3 Years 10+2 or 
equivalent

ata

M.Div. 3 Years any graduate 
Degree

ata

M.Div. (Ug) 2 Years B.th. (ata) ata
B.D. 5 Years 10+2 or 

equivalent
SSc

Application Fees Rs. 300/- 
Further Details Contact: 

The Principal 
SIBS, PO Box – 20, Anandagiri 

Bangarapet – 563114 
Kolar District, Karnataka 

Office : 08153255203 
Mobile: 9916233325/9900137691 

e-mail: sibsregistrar@gmail.com/reachsibs@gmail.com 
https://www.southindiabiblicalseminary.org
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picnics, games, outing, food or 
drinks, movies, sports either 
watching or playing cricket/
football, emails, mobile (never go 
without it. appears permanently 
stuck to the ear. Losing it or 
misplacing it causes paralysis or 
withdrawal symptoms), hobby 
(painting, pets, trekking, etc.), 
reading Bible (looks like some 
of us had castor oil), an hour of 
prayer (looks like baptised in 
vinegar), fasting (almost had a 
heart attack), attending church, 
attending cell group.

if you had a smile on your face 
when you read the first seven 
items, but a frown when you read 
the rest, it indicates the condition 
of your heart. The first seven 
things are not necessarily wrong, 
but if you make those things your 
treasure, then your heart will be 
affected accordingly. Where your 
treasure is, there your heart will 
be also (Lk.12:34).

5. Ask God To Help You To Fall 
In Love With His Word

Psalm 119 is called the Psalm-
ist’s delight/treasury. David was 
called ‘a man after god’s own 
heart’. god’s word is the antidote 
to sin. it is my choice to read and 
meditate on His word, so that 
i am sin-proof (Psa.119:11). it 
guarantees success and prosper-
ity (Josh.1:8).
6. Ask God To Change Your 
Heart

this is the ultimate miracle 
of heart transplant (eze.36:26). 
Jesus died to inaugurate the new 
covenant and he is ready to give 
you a complete makeover with a 
brand new heart. 

Stanley Mehta   
is a former pastor and 

present chairman of 
Gateway Ministries 

International. He resides in 
Bengaluru.
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Dr. Daniel Sathiaraj 
retired from St John’s 

PG College, Hyderabad, 
where he taught Computer 

Science. He lives in 
Hyderabad.

noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 

BELIEVERSWEDDING.COM

A matrimonial website developed exclusively for the Indian Christian community

For all those who are seeking “LIFE PARTNER” (BRIDE/GROOM) (Indians & NRI’s)  
an endeavour of the New Life Fellowship Church

Office:  
No: 84/3, 3rd Floor, UCF Centre, Hennur Main Road, Lingarajapuram, Bangalore 560084 

Phone: 080-65312900/65832788/25482036/7760655061   (Mon-Fri) (10:00 am to 5:00 pm) 
Email: info@believerswedding.com / reachnewlifevoice@gmail.com 

Log on to web site: www.believerswedding.com
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they hurt you, they talk 
about you, they don’t 
apologise, they don’t 

even feel bad about what they did 
to you. You are sleepless, thinking 
about them, and here comes God 
saying, “Forgive.” 
Why Should You Forgive Those 
Who Hurt You?

“Unforgiveness is like drinking 
poison and expecting the other 
person to die.” This beautiful 
quote seems absolutely correct, 
because often, you are more 
affected by unforgiveness than 
the person who offended you.

forgiveness is the basis of 
Christianity. 1 John 1:9 says, 
“If we confess our sins, He is 
faithful and just to forgive our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” “But if you 
do not forgive, neither will your 
father which is in heaven forgive 
your trespasses” (Mk.11:26). 
“Forgive, and you shall be 
forgiven” (Lk.6:37). “Forgive us 
our debts, as we also have forgiven 
our debtors” (Matt.6:12).

THE POISON OF  
UNFORGIVENESS

God wants us to forgive others not necessarily because they 
need forgiveness, but because we need peace.

AJAY KUMAR there is an interrelation 
between you forgiving others and 
god forgiving you. But forgiving 
someone is not as easy as it seems. 
It takes time, energy, will and, 
more importantly, God’s help. 

Many christians are good in 
remembering the Scriptures, but 
if we do not obey what the word 
says, it is just like memorising of 
any other book. if we call ourselves 
Christians, the Scripture must be 
materialised in our life.

if we have a problem with 
forgiving others for small reasons, 
imagine what it takes to forgive 
those who were killing Jesus on 
the cross when He said, “Lord, 
forgive them, they know not what 
they are doing.”

Your Peace Is At Risk

At one point in your life, you 
confess your sins before god and 
receive the forgiveness of god 
through Jesus. But, that’s not the 
end of the story. Because, after 
a while you may fall again. Not 
many christians tell you about 
this, that they fall many times even 
after being saved. Of course, each 
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person has a different grey area. 
one of the important pitfalls in our 
christian walk is unforgiveness. if 
you are not careful enough, it will 
destroy your peace and harmony 
with god. 

How To Forgive?

there are three kinds of people 
who offend you. Some apologise 
for their wrongs, some feel sorry, 
but they are unable to express it, 
while some just don’t care. You 
don’t have to struggle to forgive 
the first group of people. The 
second group doesn’t tell you 
directly that they were wrong, 
but deep in their heart they are 
also struggling to express their 
apology. You have to be sensitive 
enough to understand them 
and accept their untold apology. 
Sometimes, you may have to 
take the initiative to talk to them. 
When it comes to the third group, 
you definitely need God’s help. 
You are not going to be able to 
do it yourselves. it is not just a 
feeling of uneasiness that you 
have to deal with, when you see 
them; it is also a temptation to 
harm them back. 

take time in prayer and tell god 
that you want to do what god 
wants you to do, but you have no 
idea how to do it. Eventually, the 
Holy Spirit will help and lead you, 
and, within a short time, you will 
learn how to forgive them.

Forgiveness Is Not A Hypothesis

No matter how much someone 
explains the taste of a fruit to 
you, you will only understand 
the taste when you actually eat 
it. forgiveness is not a theory 
that can be understood, it is a 
practical thing to be experienced. 
it is a block to be cleared in 
your christian walk and an 
achievement in your spirituality 
that helps you to experience 
god’s full peace in your life. 
How Many Times Should I 
Forgive?

Luke 17:3-4 says, “Take heed 
to yourselves. if your brother 
trespass against you, rebuke him; 
and if he repent, forgive him. And 
if he trespasses against you seven 
times in a day, and seven times in 
a day turn again to you, saying, I 
repent, thou shalt forgive him.” 
Seven times in a day. So, how many 
times in a year? To keep it simple, 
there is no limit. god wants us 
to forgive others not necessarily 
because they need forgiveness, 
but because we need peace.
What About My Feelings?

Psalm 94:1 says, “O Lord God, 
to whom vengeance belongs; o 
God, to whom vengeance belongs, 
show Thyself.” It says that your 
revenge belongs to god when you 
commit everything into his hands. 
i seldom hear christians saying 
that god took their revenge. they 
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may think it sounds unchristian 
and it might reduce their 
acceptance in christian society. 
But, actually it happens.

Punishment doesn’t mean your 
offenders will lose something out 
of their lives, but in some way 
god will teach them a lesson. the 
prerequisite is that you have to 
surrender everything into his 
hands, and live peacefully without 
thinking about their destruction. 
he cannot mend your broken 

heart if you don’t give him all the 
pieces.

Do not poison yourself with 
unforgiveness. forgive them and 
let your mind be peaceful and 
your body healthy and let god be 
your vindicator.

AJAY KUMAR 
GOGULAMUDI 

is a dermatologist  
based in Hyderabad.

VACANCY
Position  : Accounts & Supply Chain Executive/Manager
Location : Mumbai

Gospel Literature Service (GLS) a Trust under the Bombay Public 
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Christian literature in print and other formats.  GLS is looking for 
a person for the above position. Candidates should be preferably 
M.Com with above 5 years experience in finance and management 
accounts.  He/ She should be able to oversee and co-ordinate with 
the service provider who does the entire accounting functions of 
the Trust.  Working experience in accounting activities viz., Tally 
ERP, MS Excel, Online payments and returns to the authorities 
are desirable.  He/ She should also have experience in Warehouse, 
Inventory Control, Materials Handling, Order Processing, and other 
Supply Chain functions. Compensation will be commensurate with 
experience.  Candidate should be a Christian.  Apply within 15 days 
to the e-mail ID – info@glsindia.com

If you like this magazine, tell others. if not, tell us.  
Either way, we would like to hear from you.

Light of Life 
P.O.Box	No.4576,	21,	YMCA Road,	Mumbai,	Central,	Mumbai	400	008 

E-mail:	lightoflife1@rediffmail.com
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THE MAKING OF PETER 
THE DISCIPLE – 11

Believe God’s absolute promise that He will always provide a 
way of escape out of every temptation.

i want to continue to consider 
Peter’s denial of Jesus 
described in Luke 22:31-62. 

Jesus specifically warned Peter of 
his denial, while at the last supper. 
how could Peter deny christ 
despite being clearly warned 
by him just a few hours earlier? 
Peter was clearly humanly brave; 
he was willing to follow Jesus to 
prison and to death. Yet, after all 
this, Peter still failed more than 
any of the other disciples (all the 
rest deserted Jesus, but didn’t 
deny him). Let us look at the 
serious sin of discouragement 
that triggered Peter’s greatest 
failure.

Tracing Peter’s Fall

right after his prediction 
that Peter would deny him 
three times (vv.31-34), Jesus 
instructed his disciples to sell 
their coat for a sword. when 
the disciples responded that 
they had two swords, Jesus said 
they were sufficient (vv.35-38). 
Jesus then went to the garden 
of Gethsemane and asked Peter, 

SANDEEP POONEN James and John to pray with him. 
But they fell asleep while Jesus 
prayed (vv.39-46). Soon after 
that, Judas came with the soldiers 
to arrest Jesus. one of those with 
Jesus said, “Lord, shall we strike 
with the sword?” (v.49). They 
probably asked this because he 
had told them to carry a sword. 
Maybe, they thought this was the 
time to use the sword that Jesus 
had instructed them to carry.

Peter, meanwhile, was probably 
still hurting from Jesus’s 
prediction that he would deny 
Jesus. he saw a crowd coming 
armed with swords and clubs 
(v.52), and thought that this was 
what Jesus was talking about. 
Peter could run away and be 
safe, or fight for Jesus and be 
killed. Eager to prove his loyalty, 
he swung his sword and cut off 
the ear of the servant of the high 
priest (v50).

But what he was not prepared 
for was Jesus’ response. Jesus 
rebuked Peter sharply and said, 
“No more of this!” (v.51), and 
asked Peter to put his sword back 
(Jn.18:11).
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I think this was the final straw 
for Peter. Jesus predicted that 
Peter would deny Him, and then 
instructed his disciples to carry a 
sword. Peter put these two things 
together and thought that Jesus 
was saying that Peter would not 
fight for Jesus unto death. Then, 
when Peter was willing to give 
up his life for Jesus and swung 
his sword, Jesus instead turned 
around and rebuked him.

i believe this discouraged him 
tremendously. Jesus rejected 
his most courageous act. even 
when he was willing to physically 
sacrifice his life for Jesus, he 
was still rebuked. i’m sure Satan 
further stirred his pride and 
discouragement with thoughts of 
self-pity and guilt. it was in this 
lowest of states that Peter denied 
Jesus thrice, and even to a servant 
girl.

Jesus Understood The  
Immense Power In Prayer

Jesus told Peter that Satan 
himself had targeted him 
(Lk.22:31). But let’s not miss 
the fact that Satan had to get 
permission. Satan didn’t have the 
right to ‘sift’ Peter just as he liked. 
Like in the story of Job, the devil 
needed permission from god. this 
should be a wonderful comfort 
for us. we have no reason to be 
scared of the devil; our heavenly 
father is in control.

Now, did Christ want Peter to 
fall? Never! god never wants us 
to fall, nor does He tempt anyone 
(Jas.1:13). But he also saw the 
confidence in self and pride 
that opened Peter to the devil’s 
attacks. So Jesus warned Peter. 
he could not force Peter because 
of his free-will. But he could still 
pray for Peter. the devil wanted 
to destroy Peter – like chaff is 
blown away from the wheat. Jesus 
prayed that even though Peter 
would fall because of his pride, he 
would still repent and turn back 
to Him. Then, the devil would not 
destroy Peter altogether.

what also stands out to me is 
the great rest that Jesus finds in 
prayer. Prayer was his weapon 
to counter-attack the devil’s 
attempts to sift Peter. we might 
think that the best way to counter 
the devil’s attack was for Jesus to 
remind Peter who god is. or for 
Jesus to logically reason with 
Peter. But Jesus chose the most 
effective path: to pray for Peter. 
Jesus is not surprised when 
we fall, because we always fall 
due to our pride. But Jesus is 
still compassionate and lives to 
intercede for us and draw us back 
to him.

If Peter Had Prayed?

when Jesus was at the garden 
of Gethsemane, He urged Peter to 
pray – so that they may not enter 
into temptation. was this an 
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empty exhortation by Jesus? was 
Peter destined to fall no matter 
what? absolutely not! Peter failed 
because he did not take Jesus’ 
repeated warnings seriously. 
Jesus saw that Satan wanted to 
sift Peter. But Peter did not fall 
because the father pre-destined 
Him to sin. Even we, being evil, 
would never force our children to 
do the thing we detest most.

who knows what might have 
happened if Peter had chosen 
to pray here, instead of sleep? 
the father might have reminded 
Peter about Jesus’ words to love 
his enemies and to pray for his 
persecutors. Maybe the father 
might have reminded Peter that 
Jesus had to go to the cross and 
that Peter’s duty was to obey 
the new commandment of Jesus, 
which was to love his fellow 
disciples.

Pride And Discouragement

this is an important lesson for 
us. Now god always seeks to help 
us fight sin. Jesus urged Peter to 
pray because he wanted Peter to 
find grace in his time of need.

we must believe god’s absolute 
promise that he will always 
provide a way of escape out of 
every temptation (2cor.10:13). 
we can live in freedom from 
sin when we find the way of 
escape and come under grace 
(rom.6:14). and the reason we 

do not find the way of escape and 
come under grace is simple: we 
are proud (1Pet.5:5). it is always 
our pride that causes us to fall 
into sin. Every single time! this 
is a very important fact to see 
this about ourselves and all our 
failures.

But here’s something i have 
found: a very close companion 
to pride is self-pity and 
discouragement. we see this in 
Peter’s failure, and I have seen 
this over and over in my life. 
Discouragement is one of Satan’s 
greatest weapons against us. 
we do not fall in big ways just 
because we are proud. as i just 
said, all sin is a result of our pride. 
But when pride is mixed with 
discouragement, we are capable 
of the worst of sins.

Fighting Discouragement: 
Keep Getting Up!

even though Jesus saw Peter’s 
pride and Satan’s evil desires, 
Jesus had hope. Jesus prayed 
for Peter’s faith not to fail! Jesus 
wanted Peter to endure and not 
give up!

the word ‘peter’ is now an 
english verb. webster tells 
me that to peter out means to 
diminish gradually and come to 
an end; or to become exhausted. 
i do not know the origin of the 
meaning to this word, but Peter is 
definitely not an example of this 
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at the end of his life. he did deny 
Jesus, but praise God, that’s not 
the end of his life story.

For us as well, Jesus is less 
concerned by the quantity of our 
failures as he is by the present 
quality of our faith (Jas.1:3 – 
knowing that the testing of 
your faith produces endurance). 
god sends trials our way to 
show us the quality 
of our faith. and the 
very first virtue that 
these fiery trials are 
meant to produce in 
us is endurance (not 
victory).

this is the number 
one lesson to learn in 
battling discouragement. Keep 
getting up! Never lose your desire 
to depend on Jesus, and never 
lose your full confidence in Jesus.

Let us keep evaluating the qual-
ity of our faith. Maybe our faith 
was fiery hot, but we’ve now toned 
it down because we’re scared to 

be called fanatics. or maybe the 
narrow road of being a sold-out 
disciple is too hard! or maybe 
we are afraid of man’s opinion 
and so want to be ‘balanced’: the 
right amount of work, the right 
amount of vacation, and yes, the 
right amount of Jesus too!

Let’s be encouraged from the 
failure of Peter: even denying 

Jesus at some point 
in life is not hopeless. 
today can be the day 
of salvation, where we 
get back up and choose 
to return to Jesus. and 
as we read the rest of 
Peter’s story, our faith 
can grow: what Jesus 
did to and through 

Peter, He can do for us too.

Sandeep Poonen  
works in the IT cybersecurity 

industry. He is also an 
elder at New Covenant 

Christian Fellowship Church, 
California.

It’s one thing to lose a 
battle. But it’s a much 
bigger thing to lose the 
war. It’s one thing to 

experience failure. But 
it’s a much bigger thing 

to lose your faith.
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PLEADING

DEWITT JOHNSON Jesus, walk with me  
Not behind, nor away,  

Don’t leave me, Ever; Be close to me,  
Be in me, my heart, my soul,  

Nourish my body,  Fill in me Thy Spirit,  
So i be complete for thy creation. 

Forsake me not, Lord, Love me,  
The burdens on my shoulders,  

My mind, my heart,  
Are more than I could ever bear,  

help me to be free. 
Let me live through Thy way,  

And may not the pleasures of this world,  
Lure me away and closer to death.  

I cling to you desperately, Lord,  
Don’t ever want to leave You,  

Hold me Father, forever. 

“a christian Social Service Ngo of international repute is 
looking for sincere and dedicated middle aged “empty nest”  
couples  to take care of the day to day operations of their 
“Boys Home” embedded with approximate 65 orphan/
single parent boys”

Salary will commensurate with experience and 
qualification

Interested experienced couple with qualification and 
experience in the similar field  may please contact with 

their credentials immediately to  :-

The General Secretary, 
The Bombay YMCA, 18 YMCA Road, 
Mumbai Central, Mumbai- 400 018.  

Phone: 23070601/6154 0100



56Light of Life March 2018

Clues Across:

1.	 A	man	who	lacks	……………	is	like	
a	city	whose	walls	are	broken	down.	
(ch      vs     )

7.	 “Casting	 the	 ….	 settles	 disputes	
and	 keeps	 strong	 opponents	 apart.”	 
(ch       vs      )

8.	 “Like	 a	 coating	 of	 glaze	 over	
……………..are	 fervent	 lips	 with	
an	evil	heart.”	(ch							vs						)

10.	 “In	his	heart	a	man	plans	his	course	
but	the	Lord	determines	his	………”	
(ch     vs    )

12.	 “	…….	 but	 a	 glance	 at	 riches,	 and	
they	are	gone.”	(ch							vs						)

15. The blameless will receive a good 
…………………	(ch						vs						)

17.	 “	 Do	 not	 make	 friends	 with	 a	
……………man.”	(ch							vs       )

 Proverbs 16 to 31 
New International version (IBS) or Zondervan-

J. FREDRIC DAWSON

Crossword 48

Send in your answers with Bible references by e-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, 
to reach Light of Life, Post Box 4576, 21-YMCA Road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400008, not 
later than March 5, 2018. Please indicate your name, address and Light of Life Subscription 
Number while sending the answers. 

1 2 3 4 5 6

7

8 9

10 11 12 13

14

15 16

17

Clues down:

1.	 Material	 for	 the	 …………….	 will	
come out when the dross from the 
silver is removed. (ch      vs        )

2.		 “It	 is	 a	 trap	 for	 a	 man	 to	 dedicate	
something	 rashly	 and	 only	 …to	
consider	his	vows.”(ch			vs		)

3.		 “Do	not	exploit	the	poor	because	they	
are	poor	and	do	not	……..	the	needy	
in	the	court.”	(ch							vs							)

4.  “Whoever flatters his neighbour 
is	 spreading	 a	 ….	 for	 his	 feet.”	 
(ch      vs      )

5.	 “He	who	covers	an	offence	promotes	
love,	 but	 whoever	 ……….	 the	
matter	 separates	 close	 friends.”	 (ch								
vs       )

6.	 The	 borrower	 is	 a	 servant	 to	 the	
………..	(ch							vs						)



57Light of Life March 2018

9.	 “You	will	be	like	sleeping	on	the	high	
seas	 lying	 on	 ….	 of	 the	 rigging.”	 
(ch       vs      )

11.	 A	man	skilled	in	his	work	will	………	
before	kings.	(ch							vs							)

13.		Do	not	sleep	or	you	will	grow	poor;	
stay	……	and	you	will	have	food	to	
spare.”	(ch						vs													)

14.	 “For	waging	war,	you	…..	guidance,	
and	 for	 victory	 many	 advisers.”	 
(ch      vs      )

16.		“They	….	me,”	you	will	say,	but	“	I’m	
not	 hurt!	 They	 beat	me,	 but	 I	 don’t	
feel	it.”	(ch						vs										)

Answers to Crossword 46 (Psalms 120-150)  
Clues across: Clues down:

1.	resplendent	(132:	18)					 1.	redemption	(130:7)				
5.	deliverer	(140:7)				 2.	level	(143:10)					
6.	My	(123:1)			 3.	Deeds	(145:6)				
7.	Plans	(146:4)	 4.	Tambourine	(150:3)		
9.	go	(122:1)						 8.	awake	(139:18)						
12.	Thousands	(144:	13)					 10.	Pour	(142:2)			
13.	Rise	(135:7)				 11.	estate	(136:23)						
15.	vain	(127:2)		 14.	sow	(126:5)
16.	no	(142:4)				 17.	Og	(136:20)									
19.	Grow	(129:6)											 18.	if	(137:5)
	20.	free	(129:4)		

CROSSWORD 46 WINNERS
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David	E.	Tiwari,	Daund,	Mah.
Shantha	Suresh,	Chennai,	TN
Christy	Inbaraj,	Chennai,	TN
A.	Sunderraj,	Mumbai,	Mah.
T.	Michael,	Coimbatore,	TN
Chandra	Kumari	Mohan,	Nagercoil,	TN
D.	Hillel	Johnson,	Vellore,	TN
Sherin	Manu	George,	Old	Goa
R.	Sathish,	Chennai,	TN
Chandan	Lal	Tewary,	Balasore,	Odisha
Krishnabai	Charles,	Tiruchirapalli,	TN
Ivor	Valentine,	Mumbai,	Mah.
Suresh	Kumar	Silas,	Yadgiri,	Kar.
Monica	Divakar,	Solapur,	Mah.
Lesley	J.	Birnur,	Hubli,	Kar.
Licy	Oommachan,	Bhopal,	MP
Sushila	Muller,	Coimbatore,	TN
Jessie	Periera,	Salcette,	Goa
Percy	Charles,	Thane,	Mah.
Sushila	Baily,	Mumbai,	Mah.

Dolly	Sinha	Roy,	Vadodara,	Guj.
Margaret John, Thane, Mah.
Helen	Williers,	Mumbai,	Mah.
Linda	Rose	Khongwir,	Shillong,	Megh.
Ottie	E.	Salins,	Ambernath,	Mah.
Damara	Samadanam,	Hyderabad,	Tel.
Vathsala	J.	Kotian,	Mumbai,	Mah.
Thelma	Roberts,	Hyderabad,	Tel.
Regina	L.	Victor,	Ponda,	Goa
Daisy	Frank,	Fatehganj,	Guj.
A.	T.	Lethil,	New	Delhi
Mary Mathew, Trivandrum, Ker.
G.	Susan	Abraham,	Hyderabad,	Tel.
I.	Devanayagam,	Tirunelveli,	TN
Shamini	V.	John,	Coimbatore,	TN
K.A.M.	Vedakumari,	Eluru,	AP
Ruth	Immanuel,
Elizabeth	J.	Varghese,	Mumbai,	Mah.
Jayakumar	U.,	Secunderabad,	Tel.
Pontia	Syiemiong,	Shillong,	Megh.
M.	Edwin,	Coimbatore,	TN
K.	Rajarathinam,	Madurai,	TN
Shaila	M.	Hanchinmani,	Dharwad,	Kar.
Ratna	Prabhu,	Ahmedabad,	Guj.
S.	V.	Rani,	Bengaluru,	Kar.
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You feel called to go to unreached places / people groups / Muslim 

nations? 

Jesus said, The harvest is plentiful but the labourers are few (Luke 10:2)  

    Be My witnesses … even to the uttermost parts of the world (Acts 1:8) 

KINGDOM SCHOOL 

We TRAIN, EQUIP & SEND   

We train young mission minded men with a call and passion to reach the lost 
and help them find and fulfil their call  

Come and be equipped as soldiers in the army of God’s Kingdom! 

Join the 40 days’ of intense practical CROSS-CULTURAL MISSIONS Training 

in Bangalore to be equipped as cross-cultural missionaries and pioneer church 

planters to reach the unreached places, people groups in India and West Asia (7 
churches in the Book of Revelation)   

TOPICS  - Making disciples, Multiplication of disciples, Different methods of 

Outreach/Evangelism/Church Planting with practical exposure, How to reach out 

to Muslims, How to be led by the Spirit, Partnerships in Ministry, How to Fulfil 

God’s purpose and call in your life, How to trust in God and much more 

The training is exclusively in ENGLISH and taught by well experienced 

International and Indian teachers with rich practical experience in missions  

The candidates should  

• be between 22-35 years and be able to communicate well in English  

• have good Bible knowledge OR Bible College qualification  
• have a passion to reach the lost with some experience in ministry  
• be willing to adopt a new culture and learn a new language if needed 
• be in good sound health for long-term ministry  
We select 12-15 candidates from churches, ministries, Bible Colleges all over 

India. Scholarship can be provided for needy candidates for the Training in 

Bangalore. 

After the training we choose some candidates to go to the unreached places / 

people groups in North India and some to go to West Asia. Candidates who are 

selected to go to West Asia will be sponsored for one year and further guidance 

will be given to continue long term in West Asia. 

Training starts from May 20 – June 30, 2018 in BANGALORE! 

Contact us for the APPLICATION FORM soon! 

                                              Email: ksd4nations@gmail.com 

Dr John Thomas 09654987351                                      John Palle 08586944124 
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WORD AND 
THE WORLD

DOOMSDAY

W
OR

D AND THE WORLD

CYRIL GEORGESON

it’s two and a half minutes to 
midnight. though the clock 
reads this time once every 

twenty-four hours, it’s alarming 
because here we are reading the 
time on the Doomsday clock. 
the Doomsday clock tells how 
close we are to a man-made 
global disaster, caused either by a 
world war, severe climate change 
or even major epidemics. early 
in 2017, the Doomsday Clock 
was moved 30 seconds closer 
to twelve because of multiple 
global cues. This was the first 
time that the clock came so close 
to midnight since 1953. that was 
the year that the United States 
tested its first thermonuclear 
device followed by russia who 
tested the hydrogen bomb. the 
clock has traditionally never been 
more than 17 minutes away from 
doomsday since its inception in 
1947.

The Threat Looms Larger

Now in early 2018 the 
doomsday clock has moved even 
closer to midnight – it’s now only 
two minutes to midnight. in the 
past 25 years, wars have claimed 

many lives, mostly from regional 
conflicts – Syria, Afghanistan, 
iraq etc. in early January the 
Pentagon put china and russia 
above jihad as the main threat 
to the United States, which is a 
major change, for recent times, 
in threat perception. North Korea 
and the US have been very close 
to a major confrontation which 
could lead to a major attack on 
South Korea. It is estimated that 
in the event of a war, the North 
Koreans could pound Seoul, the 
South Korean capital, with 10000 
rounds of ammunition a minute 
and escalate that further with the 
use of biological, chemical and 
even nuclear weapons. Sharon 
Squassoni, a board member and 
international affairs expert at the 
george washington University is 
quoted in The Atlantic as saying 
that the lack of negotiation 
between the US and Russia, 
the tensions between Pakistan 
and India, and the controversy 
surrounding the iranian nuclear 
deal also adds to the ‘bleak overall 
picture’.

the board of sponsors of the 
Bulletin of Atomic Scientists, who 
publish the Doomsday Clock, 
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A leading Christian Publisher based in Mumbai is looking for 
candidates for the following positions :

Position -   DTP Designer

Candidates should have done DTP course and having about 
3-5 years experience in Corel, Adobe Photoshop & Page Maker 
and other related computer skills.  The person should be able to 
do layout and graphic design of books and booklets of different 
formats, ability to develop cover design of the books/magazines of 
various concepts. The person should be Christian with knowledge 
of Bible as products dealt with are bible based. Salary will be 
commensurate with experience.

Position – Secretarial Executive 

A Christian Graduate Male or Female who have passed 
Secretarial Course. He/She should be able to handle independent 
correspondence to different customers, schedule meetings for Board 
of Trustees and other meetings, prepare agendas and minutes and 
other work related to the Trust and its activities.  Handling EPABX 
system and MS-Office.    Experience of minimum three years 
and above in similar position. Salary will be commensurate with 
experience.

Position – Sales Executive

A Male Christian Graduate having Sales experience of minimum 

3-5 years in sales and distribution of Christian books.   He has to visit 
wholesale and retail book dealers, Churches, Missions, Ministries 
across the country regularly to generate sales orders. He should be 
dynamic and should be able to communicate in English & Hindi.  
Age around 25 years or more. Salary will be commensurate with 
experience.

Please apply with detailed resume by mail to  
thomas@glsindia.com 

indicating expected salary within 15 days.
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include around fifteen Nobel 
Laureates. though the Doomsday 
clock is based on the risk of many 
existential threats — there was 
one that outweighed all others 
this year – nuclear dangers. 

Confuse Them

On the other hand, the great 
world powers are weary of an 
actual war,  though a miscal-
culation and use of unnecessary 
rhetoric can lead to a spiralling 
that may go out of hand. apart 
from the threat of a conventional 
warfare or even nuclear war there 
is also the present challenge of 
an ongoing information war. 
in february 2017 the russian 
defence minister announced that 
he had created units within the 
army to wage an information war. 
He said, “Essentially, information 
conflict is a component of general 
conflict. Deriving from that, 
Russia has made an effort to 
form structures that are engaged 
in this manner.” In the future, 
‘fake news’ will be so realistic 
that it will be very hard to know 
the difference between real and 
made-up news. these will use 
the network of existing social 
media like Facebook, Twitter, 
WhatsApp, etc., of  ordinary 
citizens to cause chaos. these 
may end up influencing the stock 
market and even provoke clashes 
between countries and regions, 
all based on false information.

This Means War

even as the world looks at the 
Doomsday Clock, most Christians 
live unaware of the fact that they 
are already involved in warfare. 
the enemy is like a roaring 
lion seeking whom he might 
devour. Nevertheless, his roar is 
subliminal and his devouring is 
sly. he does not hesitate to use 
all the weaponry at his disposal – 
emotional, behavioural, relational 
or even fake and exaggerated 
information.

Some of the ways that the devil 
and the world keep us enslaved 
has been listed by the ancients 
as the seven deadly sins. they 
do not seem to be in need of any 
updating – pride, anger, lust, envy, 
greed, gluttony and sloth. Many 
unknowingly carry the weight 
of an unloving attitude and 
unforgiveness. Paul in his second 
letter to the corinthians warns 
us about it and entreats us to see 
it as the way in which the devil 
tries to outwit us. he reminds us 
that there is no reason why we 
should be unaware of the devil’s 
schemes.

Put On The Armour

a recent survey says that 70% 
of christians do not believe in the 
existence of the devil. c. S. Lewis 
in his characteristic style educates 
us, “There are two equal and 
opposite errors into which our 
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race can fall about the devils. one 
is to disbelieve in their existence; 
the other is to believe and to 
feel an excessive and unhealthy 
interest in them. they (the 
devils) themselves are equally 
pleased by both errors and hail 
the materialist or a magician with 
absolutely the same delight.”

The Atlantic in the January 
issue writes in the context of the 
Doomsday Clock, “But there was 
something especially dismal about 
this year’s announcement. Many 
americans know that the world 
has gotten more dangerous in the 
last few years. But the necessity 
of daily life—of doing homework, 
having a career, going to the gym, 
getting dinner on the table—has 
compressed that fear into an 
ignorable background hum. Well, 
yes, the situation is terrible, but 
who has time to feel something 
about it?” We may be alarmed 
about this callous attitude, but 
are we any different?

in spiritual warfare the clock 
has already struck 12. But 
most christians are like those 
Americans who don’t feel, even 
worse – the war is upon us and 

we are spending our time and 
energies on career, building 
homes, painting church buildings 
and mundane committee 
meetings. our focus should be 
on putting on the full armour of 
god – the breastplate of god’s 
righteousness, the belt of truth, 
the shield of faith, the helmet of 
salvation, the feet being fitted 
with readiness of the gospel of 
peace and being armed with the 
sword of the word of god.

The Lord said, “As it was in the 
days of Noah, so it will be at the 
coming of the Son of Man. for in the 
days before the flood, people were 
eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, up to the day 
Noah entered the ark; and they 
knew nothing about what would 
happen until the flood came and 
took them all away. that is how it 
will be at the coming of the Son of 
Man.” Wake-up, sleeper!

Cyril Georgeson  
serves with InterServe 

and resides in Mumbai.

Have you noticed that  

Light of Life  
is now available in a smartphone friendly EPUB format? 

Visit our web site www.lightoflife-india.com for details and 
subscription.
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NOTES ALONG 
THE JOURNEY

SUNSHINE FOR OUR 
SHADOWS

OBY CHERIAN

at this point everyone in 
the high council stared 
at Stephen, because 

his face became as bright as an 
angel’s” (Acts.6:15).

there was an old lady i knew 
long ago. Not that she was old 
then, especially now that I am 
getting there. But, that I was 
young. Many years have passed 
since and she has gone to be with 
the Lord. there was a sticker on 
her sewing machine, or was it on 
her cupboard? I am not sure now, 
but i do remember what it said.

“Give others the sunshine; tell 
Jesus the rest.”

i can still see that sticker in 
my mind’s eye. But over time i 
have realized that putting it into 
practice was more difficult than 
remembering those words. it’s 
easy to be nice to others when 
they are nice to us. But when they 
give us the short and sharp end 
of the stick for no fault of ours, 
then the resentment and anger 
boil over, the sunshine is all gone. 

what i often do is to seethe inside 
until an opportune time and then 
give them back the whole stick – 
the long and short of it. i make 
sure that they get the message, 
“Don’t mess with me again.” 
when we get thunderbolts of 
criticism, a deluge of complaints, 
or even outright abuse, can we 
return some sunshine instead? 
People can be insensitive to our 
heartaches. Sometimes they 
don’t even know what they have 
done or what you are going 
through.

Humanly, it is very difficult. You 
can’t give what you don’t have. 
it easier to mope around with a 
face that says, “I have been hurt, 
I need your pity and comfort, 
or I need an apology.” If I don’t 
get it my face is going to grow 
longer still. You need the Lord’s 
help to do it differently. So when 
we feel we don’t even have a 
candle’s light much less sunshine, 
perhaps that is the time when the 
slogan should read the other way 
around. first go and tell it all to 
Jesus, then you will be able to give 
others the sunshine. there is also 



64Light of Life March 2018

Oby J. Cherian  
is a consultant urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.

a spinoff in doing this. We cannot 
keep beaming at others without 
feeling a little better ourselves 
with every smile. You can’t give 
others the sunshine without 
some falling back on you.

Jesus will give us what we 
don’t have; sunshine for others 
and comfort with and through 
him.

“rejoice in the Lord always; 
again I will say, rejoice! Let 
your graciousness be known 
to all people. The Lord is near” 
(Php.4:4,5).

‘The Practical Christian Life’ 
ebook by Jacob Ninan

a simple explanation of biblical 
doctrines for practical living, pointing 

out common errors.
Download from www.c-n-c.org

Be a part of

CHILDREN OF PRISONERS 
PROJECT

Next Annual Camp - May 2018  
at Vashi & Nashik

The Children of Prisoners Project (CPP)
•	 Supports	190	children	from	Nashik,	Taloja,	Thane,	Kalyan,	Kolhapur,	Alibaug	and	Pune
•	 Addresses	the	needs	of	the	children	whose	parents	are	in	prison,	and	left	with	caregivers
•	 Protects	the	children	of	prisoners	from	exploitation,	abuse	and	neglect
•	 Ensure	they	are	cared	for	in	healthy	family-based	environments	in	their	community
•	 Ensure	children	maintain	contact	with	their	parents	for	the	period	of	imprisonment

PCF	is	a	registered	Charitable	Trust	that	works	not	only	with	the	prisoners,	ex-prisoners,	crime	victims	
in welfare, rehabilitation & reconciliation, but also provides the much needed financial, moral and social 
support	to	the	family	members	with	an	aim	to	bring	them	back	to	the	mainstream	vibrant	society.

SUPPORT A CPP CHILD 
At	Rs.	12,000/-,	you	could	provide	a	year’s	scholarship	to	one	child	(Partial	scholarships	are	also	

available).	Kindly	draw	Cheques/DDs	in	favour	of	“Precious	Children	Foundation“.

For	more	details,	contact: 
Precious	Children	Foundation,	A-201,	Mount	Carmel,	Chiple,	Nere	Post,	New	Panvel-	410	206. 
Mobile:	7506577008;	Website:	www.pcf.life;	Email:	cpeducationmumbai@gmail.com
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Don’t Waste Their Mistakes... Learn From Them

THE WOMAN WHO WAS A 
SHE-DEVIL

CHARACTER 
STUDY

 VIJAY THANGIAH

BACKGROUND 

‘Jezebel’ is a name synonymous with evil; she is 
the epitome of the wicked woman. So infamous is 
her name that, to this day, no one names their baby 
daughter ‘Jezebel’. to call a woman a ‘Jezebel’ is the 

greatest insult imaginable.
Jezebel was the daughter of Ethbaal, a priest of the cruel, 

sensuous, false god Baal. Ethbaal, the priest-king of Tyre who 
murdered his own brother to take over the throne, was hardly a 
good father figure. But Jezebel followed in her father’s footsteps 
and was herself a power-hungry murderess who stopped at 
nothing to get what she wanted.

the oxford guide to People & Places of the Bible states that 
the name is “best understood as meaning ‘Where is the prince?’”, 
a ritual cry from worship ceremonies in honour of Baal during 
periods of the year when the god was considered to be in the 
underworld.

CHARACTER:  
JEZEBEL

MEANING:   
‘Baal exalts’ or ‘Baal 
is husband to’ or 
‘unchaste’  hebrew 
word meaning ‘pile 
of dung’

PRONUNCIATION: 
JEZ-uh-”BELL” 

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
gen.17-35
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FAITH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
(Affiliated to Serampore University) 

P.B.No.1, Manakala 691551, Kerala, Phone 04734 230448 
www.ftseminary.com/admissions

PERFECTING TO MAKE PERFECT IN CHRIST

The following programmes are offered:

1. B.D. english medium (internal Serampore Programme) 4 
years for graduates. (for men and women)

2. 5 Years B.D. english medium (internal Serampore 
Programme) 5 years for those who have passed +2.  (for 
men and women)

3. B.C.S. a four year (Distance education) degree programme 
of theological studies under the Senate of Serampore college 
University.  (for men and women) www.ftseminary.com/
bcs

4. G.Th. Malayalam medium (ftS Programme) for those with 
SSLc. (for men only)

5. C.Th. Malayalam medium. two years for those who have 
completed SSLc. (for girls only)

    Post Graduate Programmes

6. M.Th. offered in four branches - Old Testament, New 
Testament, Theology and Christian Ethics (for men and 
women)

7.  D.Th. New Testament

FAITH THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE FOR WOMEN 

all women students enrolled in undergraduate programs reside and 
attend classes at a separate campus.

The last day of receiving the filled application is 15 March 2018.

Download the application from our website: ftseminary.com/admissions
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MAIN LESSONS

1. Jezebel was an ardent follower of Baal. Jezebel’s 
parents were high priests in the worship of Baal, 
in Sidon. Jezebel herself was probably a priestess 

of Baal. She was trained to lead and to command. Brought up as 
a Phoenician, she saw it as her duty to guard the worship of Baal 
and asherah. She believed these gods regulated the fertility of the 
country she now lived in and ruled.
Jezebel was such a domineering person that she soon became 
master over her weak husband ahab who was the king of israel. 
One of her first acts was to order the extermination of the prophets 
of the Lord (1Kg.18:4,13) and set up altars to Baal. So pervasive was 
her idolatrous influence in Israel that Jesus later used her name to 
refer to a woman who led the church at thyatira into immorality 
and the worship of false gods (rev.2:20).
the key to Jezebel’s character is that she behaved like a Phoenician 
princess, not like an Israelite woman. She believed the monarch 
had absolute power, and was contemptuous of the limitations that 
the traditional hebrew law put on her. Like other Middle eastern 
monarchs of the time, she believed that the ruler of a kingdom made 
the law.
It is important to note that Ahab, who married Jezebel, was 
influenced by her worship of Baal and did nothing to prevent it. This 
is one of the main reasons why the Lord did not allow intermarriage 
of the children of israel.
2. Jezebel was a dominating wife. how or where the strong-minded 
idolatrous woman and the weak and spineless king met we are not 
told. But Ahab, captivated by Jezebel, “took her to wife, and went 
and served Baal and worshipped him.” All the other sins of Ahab 
were light compared with his marriage with Jezebel and the serving 
of Baal that followed.
The Bible does not record that she possessed any of the finer, nobler 
feminine qualities. Jezebel was the absolute negation of all god 
meant woman to be, namely, a true help-meet of man. Ahab, we read, 
was ‘stirred up’ by Jezebel but stirred up in the wrong direction. 
when a man marries a woman because of her beauty or forceful 
personality, or marries a wicked woman or one opposed to his 
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religion, he usually courts sorrow, heartache and disappointment. 
Jezebel retained her obstinate, unbending character to the very 
end. ahab was like a puppet in the hands of his overpowering wife. 
Because he was pliant and weak, Jezebel found it easy to achieve 
her murderous designs.
it was Jezebel who became the feared commander in israel and not 
the cowardly husband she could wrap around her thumb. this was 
because ahab had abdicated his headship of the home.
3. Jezebel was a treacherous schemer. Even though she had a finely 
tuned mind, she used it to devise evil schemes. The tragedy of Naboth 
and his vineyard reveals how despicable a woman Jezebel was.
Jezebel ordered, by letter, stamped with the royal seal, a public 
feast. She also planned an assembly of the people of Jezreel to try 
the pious Naboth for blasphemies against god and the king. Naboth 
was arrested, tried and condemned on the basis of false witnesses 
secured by Jezebel. Found guilty, the innocent Naboth was stoned 
to death, and Ahab took possession of the much-coveted vineyard.
Jezebel had no value for human life. She was concerned only for 
herself. She thought she was in charge by scheming treacherously, 
little knowing that god was in charge.
4. Jezebel died a horrible death. Concerning Jezebel, Elijah said, 
“The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel,” and this prophecy 
was fulfilled to the very letter.
Judgment overtook Jezebel when her body was thrown out of the 
window to be torn and mangled, and then eaten by dogs.
She had sown to the wind, and reaped the whirlwind. Many of the 
people in israel must have felt that while Jezebel held evil sway 
over the land, the mills of God seemed to grind slowly. They came 
to realize, however, that they grind exceedingly sure.
The Bible tells us, “Whatsoever a man sows, the same shall he 
reap.”

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. read the following verses and list the sins that Jezebel 
committed.

 1 Kings 18:4; 1 Kings 19:1–2; 1 Kings 21:8–14; 1 
Kings 21:25 ; 2 Kings 9:22 
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Vijay Thangiah 
 is a Bible teacher and the 

former National Executive 
Director of India Youth For 

Christ.
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After two days of just lying 
there in pain, some workers 
found her and put her on a 
makeshift cot and loaded her 
into their jeep and drove 150 
miles over deep rutted roads 
to find a doctor who could 
set the broken bones. But the 
very bumpy ride damaged 
her bones so badly that her 
hip never completely healed. 
He says, “I visited my mother 
in her mud-covered hut 
several weeks after all of this 
happened. I watched as she 
took two bamboo crutches 
that she had made herself, 
and moved from one place 
to another with her feet just 
dragging behind because 
she had lost all feeling in 
them.” He says, “At age 75, 
with a broken hip, unable 
to stand on her own two 
legs, I thought that I made a 
pretty intelligent suggestion. 
I suggested that she retire.” 
He says, “She turned around 
and looked at me and said, 
‘What value is that? If we try 
to preserve this body just a 
few more years and it is not 
being used for God, of what 
value is that?’ So she kept on 
working. She kept on riding 
her donkey to villages until 
she was 93 years old... And 
she continued to tell people 
about Jesus Christ until she 
died at age 95.”

5. Caleb experienced what God 
had promised!

 He climbed the mountains 
and he defeated the giants 
– he claimed his possession. 
The name of the place Caleb 
inherited used to be called 
Kirjatharba (city of the four 
giants). Now it was named 
Hebron (seat of association 
or fellowship). Caleb refused 
to quit until he had obtained 
everything the Lord had for 
him! He refused to stop until 
he had obtained that place of 
fellowship with God.

 Where are you in your 
personal walk with the 
Lord? Have you entered into 
your victory, or are you still 
wandering around in the 
wilderness struggling day 
to day? God has a place of 
peace and power for you, but 
you must be willing to claim 
your possession. It isn’t for 
the faint-hearted, but it is for 
the faith-hearted. 

 Half-hearted Christians are 
faint-hearted Christians, and 
they never learn to conquer 
the giants in their lives.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.

2. read these verses and record the sins god credited against 
Ahab’s personal choices. 1 Kings 16:30;1 Kings 16:31;1 Kings 
16:32;1 Kings 16:33

APPLICATION QUESTIONS

1. how important was ahab’s choice of a spouse in 
his life? 
2. think of a situation when you have felt bad 
because someone got something you wanted. how 

can we fight jealousy and greed? How can we fight discontent in our 
lives? 
3. Are there people in power today that frighten you? If so, why? 
4. what temptations do christians face that seek to convince us that 
we are in control? What fears do some people, including Christians, 
have about something or someone other than themselves being in 
control?

MEMORY VERSE

galatians 6:7 Be not deceived; god is not mocked: 
for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap. (KJV)

PRAYER 

Dear Lord, help me to make right choices in my life, 
knowing that i will reap what i sow. amen.
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ADMISSION TO B. Miss  
(Bachelor of Missiology) COURSE

SAMEEKSHA VIDYAPEET
a United institute of theology 

(Affiliated to the Senate of Serampore College) 
Shanti Ashram, Dahegaon, Fetri P. O., Kalmeshar Road, 

Nagpur, Maharashtra

 applications are invited from the eligible candidates (Plus two or 
equivalent) for admission to the Bachelor of Missiology (B. Miss) course 
for the academic Session beginning in June 2018. 

application forms may be obtained from the Principal on payment of 
Rs.250/- by M.O. / Demand Draft, drawn in favor of “Board for Mission, 
CSI South Kerala Diocese” payable at trivandrum.

The last date of receiving application: 15 March 2018 
Qualification: Plus Two/ Twelfth /Pre-Degree

Candidates must submit the copies of Certificate and Transcript of the 
Qualifying examination along with the application form.

the Bachelor of Missiology is a three year course 
which equips a candidate for missionary work and pastoral ministry. 

The B. Miss Course contains both classroom course as well as field 
exposures. 

the course is strictly residential. 
those who qualify the course can be upgraded to the  

the Bachelor of Divinity (BD) course under the Senate of Serampore 
college.

few scholarships are available for the deserving candidates.

the procedure for admission is both written entrance test along with 
personal interview in the month of April 2018.

For any queries related to the course,  
kindly write to:  
Rev. M. Babu Raj 
Principal 
sameekshavidyapeet@gmail.com 
+91-7219 4367 97

SAMEEKSHA VIDYAPEET is a Theological 
institution by 
the Board for Missions  
C. S. I. South Kerala Diocese, 
LMS Compound, Trivandrum – 695 033 
0471 – 2313 316
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News

India Goes Up In Persecution 
List
(CBN NEWS): it’s more dangerous 
now than ever before to be a 
christian in india. open Doors 
has officially released its 2018 
World Watch List, and India 
ranks number 11 out of the top 
50 countries where christian 
persecution is at its worst.

“More than ever before, the 
growth of radical hinduism in the 
nation is fuelling violent attacks, 
with even greater impunity for 
attackers as the government 
sides with radical groups,” the 
organisation wrote in its report.
Euthanasia rapidly rising in 
Belgium
(CP): roman catholic church 
representatives are warning that 
Belgium’s controversial eutha-
nasia law is being abused, with 
patients being killed without the 
proper legal checks. 

Auxiliary Bishop Jean Kocker-
ols said that it was not only the 
church that was expressing its 
concerns, but doctors and medical 
professionals as well. he pointed 
out that federal euthanasia con-
trol and evaluation commission 
had failed to refer a single case of 
suspected abuse of the law for in-
vestigation.

Pastor Refuses To Deny 
Christ
(CP): a pastor says he was 
attacked by hindu extremists 
who dragged him out onto the 
streets, beat him, and threatened 
to kill him unless he renounced 
Jesus christ for a hindu monkey 
deity. “in those moments when 
they were kicking and beating me, 
I felt that even if I died, the Lord 
would make the ministry i left 
behind fruitful,” said the pastor 
Karma Oraon. “We are just a few 
gathering in the name of Jesus. he 
is our strength.”

the attack occurred while in 
Harmu village of Ranchi District, 
Jharkhand state, when 16 or 
so hindu radicals attacked a 
prayer meeting the 34-year-old 
pastor was leading with others. 
the attackers started shouting 
“Praise Bajrang Bali,” referring to 
the monkey god hanuman. “they 
forcefully dragged me outside 
when we were in the middle of 
meditating on the word of God,” 
the pastor explained. “they 
spewed many words in extreme 
foul language and beat me on my 
chest repeatedly.” The pastor was 
physically and verbally abused, 
with the radicals tearing up his 
national identification card.
Government Department 
Harassing Ministry
(persecution.in): Local social 
welfare office staff of the 
rajasthan government and some 
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police men raided the Kota based 
Emmanuel Mission office and 
seized the office, saying that the 
ministry was not cooperating 
with them. the police then asked 
all the staff to leave the office and 
took photocopies of many files.

this harassment is happen-
ing in spite of the rajasthan high 
court and Supreme court’s writ-
ten permission to operate the 
mission as before. the depart-
ment sometimes take children 
from the emmanuel orphanage 
and make unwarranted public 
statement in the media to harass 
and stop the mission work. the 
officials have not even given a 
show cause notice or have asked 
for any documents or explanation 
and unilaterally ceased the office. 
emmanuel Mission was founded 
by late Bishop M. a. thomas and 
is into humanitarian activities.
RSS Sets Sight On YMCA
(NHI): the rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh (RSS), under the lead-
ership of Indresh Kumar, mem-
ber of RSS National Executive, 
has been attempting to rewrite 
the constitution of the National 
council of YMcas of india in ca-
hoots with the office bearers of 
the council. the council was one 
of the organisers of the United 
christmas & New Year celebra-
tions at the NDMc convention 
Hall, where Kumar was the chief 
guest and archbishop anil J. cou-
to was one of the guests of hon-

our.
This was not the only time Ku-

mar and the office bearers of the 
council had been collaborating. in 
Feb 2017, the Council organised 
an event with RSS affiliates – Gau 
Raksha Manch, Muslim Rashtriya 
Manch, Dharma Sanskriti Manch, 
Himalaya Pariwar, Rashtriya 
Ekta Mission, Jai Bharat Manch 
and Yuva abhivakthi Manch – to 
promote the culture of oneness, 
peace, unity and development. 
At this event Kumar was the chief 
guest and Lebi Philip Mathew, 
President of the Council, was one 
of the special guests.
Indian Priest, Nun Get Jail 
Term
(UCAN): a court has sentenced a 
catholic priest and a nun to two 
months each in jail for defying a 
court order to reinstate two stu-
dents their school expelled two 
years ago. the district court in 
Ujjain town of Madhya Pradesh 
state also asked father Sebastian 
Mullamangalam, the then manag-
er of St. Paul Convent School, and 
school principal Sister archana to 
pay 10 lakh rupees compensation 
to the students. The court’s order, 
which was made public later, also 
requires them to pay legal com-
pensation to the state.

The court, however, has kept its 
order in abeyance for a month to 
help the convicts appeal against 
the order in a higher court, failing 
which they will have to accept the 
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sentence. 
christians are a tiny minority 

who form less than one percent 
of the state’s 72 million people, 
but hindu groups who support 
making india a solely hindu na-
tion target them, Christian lead-
ers say. the state witnessed 21 
violent attacks on christians 
and hundreds of cases of harass-
ment, threats and intimidation at 
the hands of hindu groups from 
January to November 2017, ac-
cording to data published by vol-
untary group alliance Defending 
freedom.
Nepalese Citizens Jailed For 
‘Spreading Christianity’
(TOI): three Nepalese christian 
citizens have been arrested and 
sent to jail for allegedly spreading 
christianity among the local 
residents. Officials said that the 
trio was booked under iPc Section 
295a (deliberate and malicious 
acts intended to outrage religious 
feelings of any class by insulting 
its religion or religious beliefs) 
and was sent to the district jail 
after being produced in a court.

The accused, who have been 
identified as Indra Bahadur 
Tamad, Shukra Rai and Mekh 
Bahadur, are said to have arrived 
in Shahjahanpur city and were 
reportedly distributing books 
related to christianity. they had 
rented a house in town hall area 
and had plans to stay here for 
some time. while addressing a 

crowd in tareen Bahadurganj 
area, they got into an argument 
with two men, based on whose 
complaint the fir was registered. 
the complainants alleged that 
the trio had used objectionable 
language to describe hindu gods.
Christianity Accused Of 
Destroying Environment
(Asia News): christianity has 
destroyed the world’s environ-
ment, according to the latest 
anti-christian provocation by a 
right-wing hindu radical in in-
dia. S. Gurumurthy, a member 
of the RSS, made the claim at a 
Hindu fair in Ahmedabad, Guja-
rat. from a stage he railed against 
the Christian religion, which he 
deems responsible for environ-
mental destruction because it has 
no “reverence for nature.”

gurumurthy said that hindu-
ism stresses conservation, saving 
the environment for posterity, 
and even teaching compassion 
towards wildlife. the hindu civili-
sation is the only one that teaches 
mankind to live together despite 
differences. “We have a culture 
in which even the wildlife is wor-
shipped and importance is given 
to the conservation of nature. in 
my village, nobody cuts the tree 
when even a single woman is 
pregnant. it is a way of linking 
our lives with nature.”

Over the years, all major 
Orthodox, Catholic, Protestant 
and anglican organisations have 
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come together to encourage the 
2.2 billion christians in the world 
to pray and act on ecological 
issues.
VHP To Intensify ‘Gharwapsi’ 
Campaign
(CN): the Vishwa hindu Parishad 
has decided to intensify its 
gharwapsi campaign, alleging 
that there has been a rise in 
forcible conversions across india. 
it wants to convert non-hindus 
to hinduism as they believe they 
were originally hindus.

the VhP adopted a resolution 
condemning “rampant conver-
sion of hindus under compul-
sion, deception and intimidation” 

across the country, particularly in 
odisha. the resolution said that 
“not only hindus are being con-
verted under compulsion, enticed 
deceived and intimidated, also 
their land has been subjugated 
for years to create an atmosphere 
of retribution chaos and terror.”

the right wing hindu organi-
sation claims that christian mis-
sionaries and Muslim organisa-
tions were pumping money and 
adopting various means to lure 
or compel hindus to convert. VhP 
joint secretary general Surendra 
Kumar Jain claimed forcible con-
version will soon lead to tribals 
losing their cultural identity.

index of advertisers



76Light of Life March 2018



77Light of Life March 2018

HEAVEN'S CULTURE

WORSHIP
SCHOOL OF

1-21
MAY 2018

The HEAVEN'S CULTURE SCHOOL OF WORSHIP 
is run for both ADULTS & KIDS under the leadership of 
anointed and gifted people. Alongside, there are many 
other guest keynote speakers and instructors who will 
help cultivate God's dream in you.

  The curriculum consists of 3 modules:
1. HEART & LIFESTYLE: Bible teachings about worship.
2. MUSIC & CREATIVE ARTS: hands-on instrument 
training in the specific area of your gifting.
3. MEDIA & TECHNOLOGY: clinical workshops.

AGE REQUIREMENTS:
ADULTS: Above 15 years
KIDS: 8 - 14 years

MEDIUM OF INSTRUCTION:
English & Telugu

CLASSES & ACCOMMODATION:
Classes are held in an air-conditioned 
environment. Accommodation provided 
for out-station students (boys & girls sep-
arately) in a safe and godly environment.

CLOSE OF ADMISSION: 15/04/2018

ALLEN GANTA
Hyderabad

RUFUS GANTA
Hyderabad

DANNY MODI
Singapore

RAJKUMAR.Y
Rajahmundry

SUJATHA ROY
Vijayawada

LYSION VIERA
Brazil

DANIEL KIRAN
Bangalore

For complete details / fee schedule / admission contact : HEAVEN'S CULTURE SCHOOL OF WORSHIP
Upstairs South Indian Bank, Gunadala, VIJAYAWADA, AMARAVATHI - ANDHRA PRADESH.

Phones: 0 916 055 7077 | 0 916 099 7077  e-mail:heavensculture@gmail.com
Web: www.hcsow.org |                /heavensculture
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In keeping with the advance of technology and the 
changing reading habits of people, Light of Life brought 
out a digital magazine in the PDF format in 2014. This 
is an exact digital copy of the magazine suitable for large 
computer screens. Since then, it has become evident that 
a large number of readers of digital media prefer to use 
their smartphones for quick reading. We are glad to bring 
out an ad-free, hyperlinked version for such readers in the 
EPUB format. Visit the web site at www.lightoflife-india.
com/dm/dm.html where samples of both versions are 
available.

The PDF version will be available at the above web page for 
downloading at the beginning of each month. Subscribers 
will be provided with a monthly password for opening these 
files.

The EPUB version will be available from October 2017, and 
will be sent by email to the subscribers each month.

The subscription rate for the PDF version is Rs. 200 per 
year and for the EPUB version it is Rs. 250 per year. You 
can subscribe by sending the amount by electronic bank 
transfer to the Light of Life savings bank account No. 
003601021256 (IFSC code ICIC0000036) in the Maratha 
Mandir Branch of ICICI Bank followed by intimating 
the details by email to lightoflife1@rediffmail.com or 
lightoflife2777@gmail.com

Or, you can send the subscription through cheque/DD 
drawn in favour of Light of Life Magazine, to 21 YMCA Road, 
Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400008. But it is important to 
send your email as well as postal address.

Pass the word around!

Light of Life
DIGITAL MAGAZINE
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