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LETTERS

YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 
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LOL January 2017

the Scripture verse 
(Dan.12:3) on the cover 

page of January 2017 issue gives 
us a glimpse into the future glory 
of god’s faithful servants as well 
as serves as the theme that runs 
into most of the articles in that 
issue. i praise god for having given 
the writers the spiritual insight 
that brings forth the messages 
from his word to instruct, warn, 
encourage, rebuke, strengthen, 
build and nourish all those 
who are actively involved in the 
awesome work of leading many 
to righteousness. i am personally 
enriched by all the articles in this 
issue.

While i regret having lost many 
opportunities to be a witness for 
my Saviour when i was younger, 
it is my constant and humble 
prayer that the Lord would carry 
me forward in his plan of being 
a testimony for him in my family 
circle before he takes me home in 
his time, according to his sweet 
will.

P. D. Arthur Prasad, 
Mysore, Karnataka. 

God Smiles!

how to make god smile at 
us?” (LOL february 2017). 
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good question from Sharon 
Sugumaran. the answer is, “By 
being grateful to god all the 
time,” as the by-line says. the six 
steps are useful, if followed. the 
metaphors ‘slate’ and ‘feed’ are 
excellent. Maintaining a diary of 
blessings received is a good thing. 
it need not be ‘secret’ in all cases. 
The need to be specific about the 

blessings is a good counsel. the 
testimony shared by the author 
is awesome! how wonderful it 
would be if father god smiles at 
us! is there a greater blessing?

P. Selvaraj, Pollachi,  
Tamil Nadu.

ReadeRs!
IF you lIke tHIs MagazIne, tell otHers. IF not, tell us.  

eItHer way, we would lIke to Hear FroM you.
lIgHt oF lIFe 

P.o.Box no.4576, 21, yMCa road, MuMBaI  
Central, MuMBaI 400 008 

e-MaIl: lIgHtoFlIFe1@redIFFMaIl.CoM
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Editorial

WISHING AND HOPING

Wish you a happy new 
year” is heard from 
around us at that time 

of the year. atheists, agnostics  
and people of all faiths join in 
this form of greetings in different 
forms. it is but natural that 
everyone wishes for a happy year 
ahead, especially when they think 
of the problems and hardships 
that they faced in the previous 
year. Many hope that this wish 
would come true, and religious 
people turn to god to make it 
happen for them. Yet, if we pause 
to think of it, all this wishing is not 
going to do anything substantial 
towards making the year happy. 
all that happens is an exchange of 
goodwill and camaraderie. When 
the festivities finally close down, 
everyone returns to the drudgery 
of daily routines, and another 
year comes on with its challenges, 
sorrows and disappointments, 
along with a smattering of 
happiness.

the fact of the matter is that 
merely wishing for something 
has no power to make things 
happen, and if our hope is based 
on something as flimsy as wishes, 
it has nothing going with it to 
make it happen. But we like to 
feel hopeful for the future; no one 
enjoys being without hope. So we 
like to make ourselves believe 
on occasions like the New Year 
that things are really going to be 
different this time. Some people 
sing, Don’t worry, be happy, 
thinking that somehow it can 
work for them. Some people make 
‘positive’ declarations that things 
are going to be fine, and believe 
that they will be really fine. Some 
christians blindly quote promises 
from the Bible, not recognising 
that not all promises are for 
everyone, but many of them were 
for specific people in certain 
contexts. for example, we cannot 
take Joel 2:25,26 to mean that 
god will somehow turn things 
around, unless we have humbly 
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acknowledged before god that 
we have gone wrong and then 
repented (vv.12-17). Wishing and 
hoping without anything actually 
changing from our side cannot 
produce any real result.

albert einstein is reported to 
have said that it would be foolish 
to repeat any experiment any 
number of times in a certain way 
and to hope that next time the 
results would be favourable! the 
result will follow the scientific 
rules that govern that experiment, 
and the only way to get different 
results is to change what we do 
with the experiment. 
But just like a man 
who buys lottery 
tickets, people hope 
that the next time luck 
will turn their way.

another problem 
is that we want situations and 
people to change, but we hardly 
think of changing anything in 
ourselves – how we think, speak, 
make plans or act – and yet we 
wish and hope that the others 
and the situations will change! 
But unless we make changes 
from our side for the better, how 
can we wish and hope for things 
to change?

it does not occur to us that we 
need to change. our observations 
have convinced us that the 
problem is all with the others! 
that is how all humanity has 

thought of life from the time 
of adam and eve. We wait for 
others to change and when they 
do not, we become more upset 
with them. We keep hoping that 
one day things will change, and 
when they do not, we seek new 
ways to make that happen! We 
think positively (and refuse any 
negative thought that might come 
up), make positive confessions, 
give more offerings, fast and pray, 
go on a pilgrimage, ask some 
great pastor to pray over us, etc. it 
does not occur to us, in the midst 
of all such activities, that perhaps 

there are some things 
we are not doing right 
in our life that need to 
be changed!

even when we think 
of ‘salvation’, we think 
it is all about god 

taking us to heaven when we die. 
in order to get there, we are willing 
to ‘accept Jesus’, get baptised, go 
to church or do whatever it takes. 
it does not come to our thinking 
that there is perhaps something 
wrong with us which has to be 
changed.

We sin because we are sinners. 
We were born that way (Psa.51:5). 
from the time we were born, 
without any special training 
from anyone, we have started 
showing our true nature in 
different ways. It is natural for us 
to fight for what we want, tell lies, 

Wishing and hoping 
without anything 
actually changing 

from our side cannot 
produce any real result.
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cheat, steal, scheme, manipulate, 
etc., from childhood. even the 
children of godly parents exhibit 
the same nature. from the time 
adam and eve moved out of god’s 
patronage to Satan’s, all human 
beings are born as children of the 
Devil (Jn.8:44). and that is why 
we need to be born again in order 
to become children of god and 
citizens of heaven (Jn.3:3).

in order to be born again, 
the first thing we need to do 
is to recognise and 
acknowledge that we 
are sinners who are 
outside the kingdom of 
god and who deserve 
to be in hell. the 
second thing to do is 
to turn away from our 
life of sin, renounce all 
the pleasures of sin 
which we have been 
indulging in and then 
turn to god to submit 
to him and to follow in 
his ways. this is what is involved 
in repentance. god is able to 
forgive us all our sins because 
his Son, Jesus christ, has taken 
the punishment for our sins on 
the cross. We can receive that 
forgiveness when we place our 
trust in Jesus and His sacrifice 
for us. then the rest of our life on 
earth, strengthened by the holy 
Spirit who now dwells within 
us, we fight a battle to deny the 

desires that come up from our 
old life in order to do the will of 
god (Lk.9:23). as we do this we 
become transformed little by 
little into the character of Jesus.

When we are born again, our 
‘flesh’, which is our old nature, 
does not automatically disappear. 
We need to keep it crucified 
(gal.5:24). Death on the cross 
takes a long time. indulging the 
desires of the flesh is like taking 
the flesh down from the cross 

and feeding it. But if 
we keep denying all 
the desires of the flesh 
with the strength of 
the holy Spirit, the 
flesh will die and we 
will live (rom.8:13).

Now we can see 
that a part of the 
reason why we have 
problems in this life is 
that we sometimes act 
according to our old 
nature. of course, other 

people are also doing the same, 
and problems become bigger and 
bigger. can we now change the 
situation and make things go well 
just by wishing and hoping for a 
change? or even by declarations 
or positive confessions? or 
merely by prayer? No. of course, 
we need to pray for the strength 
and guidance of the holy Spirit 
in our life. But don’t we need to 
actually change the way we live in 

From the time Adam 
and Eve moved out 
of God’s patronage 

to Satan’s, all human 
beings are born as 

children of the Devil 
(Jn.8:44). And that is 
why we need to be 

born again in order to 
become children of 
God and citizens of 

heaven (Jn.3:3).
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order to bring about changes in 
our situations? When we change 
the way we think (rom.12:1,2), 
speak and behave, in order to 
live the way Jesus lived (1Jn.2:6), 
we will see that things begin to 
change in our situations also. 

“Do not be deceived, god is 
not mocked; for whatever a man 
sows, this he will also reap. for 

the one who sows to his own 
flesh will from the flesh reap 
corruption, but the one who sows 
to the Spirit will from the Spirit 
reap eternal life” (gal.6:7,8).

Jacob Ninan
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A BoosT For noT 
BoAsTinG

Wisdom minus the right relationship with the Giver of it can 
lead to one’s doom.

sUrEsH MAnoHArAn

Probably you have heard 
this story before, but 
here it goes again... a tale 

involving a frog prone to self-
boasting and his two crane friends 
who planned to live happily 
together ever after inhabiting a 
pond overflowing with rich flora 
and fauna; but that was, sadly, 
not to be (sic). in due course, on 
account of a severe drought, the 
pond was on the verge of drying 
up, leaving the three friends with 
no option other than of migrating 
to a different place. But there 
popped up a problem. While it 
would be easy for the feathery 
duo to happily fly away to ‘greener 
pastures’, it would be improbable 
for their hopper friend to cover 
miles to reach the same ‘safer 
zone’.

Now, as the inseparable friends 
pooled their minds together on 
reaching yet another pool of water 
safely together, hey presto...the 
one with the webbed feet weaved 
together a brainy plan. While the 
cranes would carry a stick in their 
beaks while flying, Mr. Brilliant 

would latch onto the stick with 
his ‘big’ mouth.

So, on the appointed day, the 
trio took off and all was going 
well till they flew past a nearby 
drought-hit village. the people, 
on seeing this strange sight, 
wondered aloud as to who was 
the ‘mastermind’ behind this 
masterly ‘great escape’ plan. No 
prizes for guessing! Mindlessly, 
the ‘high-flying’ boastful hero 
opened his mouth to become... 
to put it mildly... a big zero 
thereafter. 

even as we smile at this story, 
doesn’t honesty compel us to 
admit that we too are prone to 
blowing our own trumpets at 
times? this article endeavours 
to give a boost, as it were, for 
not boasting, by bringing out 
the Biblical mandate on what we 
need to boast about and what we 
need to be silently thankful to the 
Lord for, as he alone is the source 
behind every spiritual blessing 
(eph.1:3).

thus says the Lord, “Let not the 
wise man boast in his wisdom, let 
not the mighty man boast in his 
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might, let not the rich man boast in 
his riches, but let him who boasts 
boast in this, that he understands 
and knows Me, that i am the Lord 
who practises steadfast love, 
justice, and righteousness in the 
earth. for in these things i delight, 
declares the Lord” (Jer.9:23-24). 

firstly, let’s see what we ought 
not to boast about, and then, 
towards the end, what we need 
to be trumpeting about. as ever, 
the best wine in the spiritual 
realm is always reserved for the 
last (Jn.2:10 tLB)!

Prudence

Welcome to Mr. Judas of the 
ot times (Psa.55:12-14). if 
Judas betrayed the Son of David 
in Nt times, who then was his 
predecessor who betrayed 
the original David in the ot 
dispensation? Meet Mr. ahithophel 
who, Scripture says, was so 
wise that he not only occupied 
the highly responsible post of 
being one of the counsellors of 
King David (1chr.27:33), but 
would also always speak words 
brimming with the Lord’s wisdom 
(2Sam.16:23).

if the good Lord can raise and 
depose kings (Dan.5:17-28), then 
by the same token it follows that 
the good Lord can use a person’s 
wisdom to further his career’s 
ambitions or even frustrate them, 
depending upon the concerned 

individual’s relationship with 
him.

What happened to ahithopel’s 
famed wisdom, when it was used 
wrongfully in trying to settle 
scores with the anointed King 
David, peeved as he was with the 
latter’s lamentable affair with 
his granddaughter Bathsheba 
(2Sam.11:3;23:34)? his wisdom 
became folly in the eyes of the 
very one (absalom) he had joined 
hands with in rebellion against 
King David, for he was now 
counselling in flagrant violation 
of the Lord’s will (2Sam.17:14).

i reiterate, going against the 
anointed ones, even if they 
are in the wrong, would invite 
the Lord’s wrath. We need to 
let the almighty handle the 
matter, for he is able to punish 
them justly (1Sam.24:6;26:9-
11;rom.12:19). the end result 
of ahithophel’s betrayal of 
King David by switching sides? 
Very much like that of Judas. 
frustration led to suicide by 
hanging (2Sam.17:23)!

Beware, folks! Wisdom minus 
the right relationship with the 
giver of it can lead to one’s 
doom.

Power 

of Samson, it has been said 
jocularly and truthfully that 
he is “the Biblical He-Man with 
the distinct She-weakness” 
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(Judg.16:1). as long as the god-
given might was used in line with 
the Lord’s will of delivering his 
people from the cruel Philistine 
subjugation (Judg.13:5), 
everything went on well, what 
with the Biblical Mr. Universe 
coming up with some heroic feats 
which would make a hollywood 
stuntman like Schwarzenegger 
proud (Judg.14:6;15:15).
however, once he started 
courting the unbelieving Delilah 
in transgression of the Lord’s will 
(do not yoke yourselves 
with the unbelievers – 
2cor.6:14; Judg.16:1-
22), he ended up 
courting trouble 
– a big one at that. 
consequently, with the 
presence of the Lord 
departing from him, his enemies 
would ruthlessly bind and 
blind him. it is another matter 
that he eventually triumphed 
in death, finally realising at 
the end that he was a zero by 
himself, but could be a hero only 
by the Lord’s empowerment. 
Still his life carries a ring of “if 
only...” normally associated with 
tragedies.

Dear Mr. active of the church, 
instead of boasting about your 
strength and stamina, be humbly 
thankful to the one who has 
given them to you,  lest he should 
expose your own weakness to 
yourself.

Prosperity

Was it not curtains that very  
night for the complacent rich 
guy who, priding in his riches, 
envisaged an oh-so-bright future 
for himself (Lk.12:13-21), caring 
a hoot for the one above all? Says 
wise King Solomon, the journey 
taking one from prosperity 
to poverty can be quite fast 
(Pro.23:4-5) – ask the existing clan 
members of the erstwhile Nizam 
of hyderabad. as such, we need 
not put our anchor where our 

riches lie, but rather 
in our relationship 
with the good Lord. 
this brings me to the 
subject of what we 
really need to boast 
about. are we worldly 
wise, strong or rich, or 

lacking in them all in the eyes of 
the near-sighted world? 

Progeny 

if there is one thing we need to 
trumpet about as christians in 
this world, it is in the fact that we 
are god’s children in christ Jesus 
(gal.3:26). We enter into that 
intimate relationship with the 
almighty even as we ‘know’ Him 
and the Saviour (Jn.17:3) at the 
point of spiritual regeneration. the 
hebrew word yada and its greek 
equivalent ginosko, depicting 
most intimate of relationships, 
is used in Jeremiah 9:24 (both 
in original torah and the 

As such, we need 
not put our anchor 
where our riches 

lie, but rather in our 
relationship with the 

good Lord. 
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Septuagint) comprising the 
cornerstone Scripture portion of 
our meditations so far. the same 
greek word ginosko is employed 
in the context of John 17:3 also.

a disclaimer here, please. While 
it is indeed orderly to ‘boast’ 
about our ‘sonship’, we need to 
remember that, barring our faith, 
nothing else, such as physical 
efforts or good deeds, mattered 
to bring our relationship with 
the almighty to life, for the Son 
of the almighty had completed 
all that was needed on the cross 
(Jn.19:30). to us belonged taking 
the step of child-like faith to 
accept what was graciously on 
offer! So, no self-boasting, please, 
about efforts to procure that 
ethereal father-child relationship 
(rom.10:8-11;eph.2:8-9).

in conclusion, let me reiterate 
that there is no replacement for 
our relationship with our creator, 
redeemer and teacher (trinity), 
for, if we have that relationship, 

we have everything else. Pal, it 
would serve you well not to blow 
your own trumpet, but certainly 
it would serve some eternal 
purposes if you choose to trumpet 
about the goodness of your Maker 
who richly gives you everything 
you need (isa.63:7;1tim.6:17).

By the way, when we have 
anchored our hopes on the Way 
(Jn.14:6), another bonus (social 
respect) comes our way amongst 
people who are not averse to the 
Way. (hey, christian faith is also 
referred to as ‘the Way’ in acts 
9:2, 19:9,23, etc. KJV)! 

heard this saying? “The strong 
are feared, the rich are respected, 
the intelligent are admired, but it 
is only the godly who are trusted.” 
how true! hallelujah! 

Suresh Manoharan  
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noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 
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We all profess that we 
trust god. Do you 
really trust god? have 

you ever seriously examined your 
trust pattern in god? Well, how 
deep and how far is that trust? 
how easy and comfortable has 
your ‘trust journey’ been?

You may be familiar with the 
hillsong United lyrics ‘ocean 
(where feet may fail)’, a famous 
contemporary worship song. i 
quote a few lines from the song.

“and i will call upon Your name, 
and keep my eyes above the 
waves… Spirit, lead me where my 
trust is without borders, let me 
walk upon the waters, wherever 
You would call me. take me 
deeper than my feet would ever 
wander, that my faith would be 
made stronger, in the presence of 
my Saviour.”

i admire the composers and 
musicians of this amazing song! 
But the song isn’t only about them; 
it’s about you and me as well. 
While i do not know about you, 
let me honestly share my feelings. 

CrossinG oUr TrUsT 
BoUnDArY

Trusting God beyond boundaries isn’t easy,  
but it is certainly not impossible!

BinoY kUMAr MUDUli Whenever i sing the bridge of the 
song, i face a problem.

When you ask the holy Spirit 
to lead you to where your trust 
is ‘without borders’, do you mean 
it? it could look like moving out of 
your comfort zone and stepping 
out into an area totally strange 
and unknown; there seems to be 
a complete darkness before you. 
You are actually asking god to 
take you where your trust has no 
borders or is boundless. Do you 
know what it means to leave your 
borders?

as many times as i sang this 
song with my hands raised, i felt 
uncomfortable and got a nudge. 
Subsequently, i struggled to sing 
a few lines of the song because 
i felt i was only singing it to get 
a good feeling, without giving a 
serious thought to its meaning.

What is it like to be outside the 
border?

Stepping Out Into The Ocean

What does this mean? this isn’t 
just a powerful song; it’s a brilliant, 
truthful message about trust and 
faith. When our problems appear 
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enormous and unfathomably 
deep, it is a comfort to know that 
our enormous and unfathomably 
infinite God is deeper and greater. 
our lives can change in an instant, 
in the blink of an eye. a perfectly 
healthy person could any moment 
find himself fighting for his life in 
the hospital. our enthralling and 
joyful moments could suddenly 
take a turn for the worst ‘dark 
night of the soul’.

We fear stepping out into the 
deep because we don’t know 
what’s going to happen. We don’t 
know how we’ll fare in the storm. 
We don’t know if we’ll sink or 
swim, walk on water 
or drown. We know 
in our minds that 
god is good and he is 
all powerful, but we 
don’t really know how 
much — until we step 
out onto the water in obedience 
to his call.

Peter has been criticised 
because he sometimes showed 
a lack of faith and trust. When 
he asked Jesus if he could join 
him while he walked on the Sea 
of galilee, Jesus permitted Peter 
to come to him. Peter got out 
of the boat and started walking 
towards Jesus on the water. But 
when Peter took his eyes off the 
Lord, the Scripture actually says, 
“...he was afraid and, beginning to 
sink, cried out, ‘Lord, save me’.”

Peter’s faith was just enough to 
get him out of the boat. i wonder 
how many of us are willing to ‘get 
out of the boat’, enhance our trust 
and cross the boundary line.

Stepping out into the ocean of 
life with god isn’t easy, nor is it 
predictable. however, god wants 
us to trust him, let him control 
the ship’s rudder, and believe that 
he’s got something good in store 
for us.

Trust Without Borders

that’s what god wants. Not just 
words of trust, not just songs of 
trust, not just sermons, lessons, 

seminars or books on 
trust. he wants us all 
to trust him whole- 
heartedly, unreserv-
edly, unshakably, un-
conditionally,  totally 
and completely. god 

wants our hearts, and with our 
hearts comes our trust, and with 
our trust comes his grace!

the deeper god takes us, the 
stronger our faith gets. the more 
treacherous the waters in our 
lives, the greater his grace is. 
We have to let go. We can’t be in 
control. We get god’s abounding 
grace the moment we surrender 
and make up our minds to take 
god’s hand and go as deep as 
he wants to take us, as far as 
he wants us to go, wherever he 
leads.

God wants our hearts, 
and with our hearts 
comes our trust, and 
with our trust comes 

His grace!
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What step of faith or trust do we 
need to take? “When i was a child, 
i talked like a child, i thought like a 
child, i reasoned like a child. When 
i became a man, i put childish 
ways behind me” (1cor.13:11). 
this verse came to me in a new 
and unusual way while i was 
contemplating my current ‘trust 
journey’. What i have learned is 
that trust, genuine trust, calls for 
action. trust by itself, if it is not 
accompanied by action, is dead 
(Jas.2:17). trust does not mean 
sitting and waiting every day for 
an answer. it is more than just 
believing that god will provide or 
god will show the way. When we 
trust, we take the ‘step of faith’ in 
the direction we believe god is 
leading us.

the picture you want to see, the 
life you want to live, isn’t visible 
from the shore. it’s in the deep 
where the best lessons are taught 
and god’s glorious purpose for 
our lives is revealed. When your 
eyes are on Jesus, there is no 
need to fear. When you trust him 
to be your guide, you will not go 
wrong. god never fails a person 
who dives in with complete trust. 
he works overtime to produce 
extraordinary, beautiful things in 
the lives of those who put their 
trust in him.

god told abram, “Leave your 
country, your people and your 
father’s household and go to the 

land i will show you. i will make 
you into a great nation and i 
will bless you; i will make your 
name great, and you will be a 
blessing. i will bless those who 
bless you, and whoever curses 
you i will curse; and all peoples 
on earth will be blessed through 
you” (gen.12:1-3). the Scripture 
records, abram departed as the 
Lord had instructed him (v.4). he 
was a brave soldier who was ever 
ready to get out of his boat and 
break his trust boundary.
Jesus, The Master Trainer 

to be able to trust god without 
border is not an overnight 
miracle. it is a gradual progress. 
as we grow in our faith, we gather 
experience and this experience 
enables us to cross our trust 
border. When we are new babies 
in our faith, god is quick to 
intervene. this is necessary for 
god to encourage and help us grow 
in faith. But as our faith journey 
progresses, god delays and limits 
his intervention. the purpose is 
to move us from growth stage to 
maturity and complete trust in 
him. the apostle Paul who had 
an amazing trust journey, said, 
“We also glory in tribulations, 
knowing that tribulation produces 
perseverance; and perseverance, 
character; and character, hope” 
(rom.5:3-4).

Joseph spent two years in prison 
after interpreting the baker’s and 
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butler’s dreams, waiting on god 
to deliver him. Yet, whenever bad 
things happened to him, Scripture 
records, “But the Lord was with 
Joseph” (gen.39:2, 21).

Whenever we pass through dark 
times, it does not mean god has 
abandoned us. he is always with 
us. this truth will only become a 
reality when we go higher in our 
trust level, beyond the boundary. 
that is where god wants to lead 
us to experience his abounding 
grace! god’s will is that we make it 
into his kingdom. our eyes tend to 
focus on the present, while god’s 
eyes focus on the future. While we 
are happy sitting on the shore and 

dreaming about a blessed life, god 
wants to take us into the deep. that 
is where he wants to train us and 
strengthen our faith.

crossing our trust boundary 
demands a cost from us – the 
cost of giving god a free hand 
and releasing our control of life. 
trusting god beyond boundaries 
isn’t easy, but it is certainly not 
impossible!

Binoy Kumar Muduli  
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Jesus has commanded us 
to glorify our father in 
heaven by our good works 

(Matt.5:16). he said that bearing 
much fruit was the proof that 
we were his disciples and it was 
by bearing much fruit that we 
glorified God (Jn.15:8). Paul’s 
instruction is that even our 
eating and drinking or whatever 
we do should all be.to glorify 
god (1cor.10:31). in short, the 
very purpose of our lives should 
be to bring glory to our heavenly 
father.

how can we glorify god? By 
repeating the word ‘glory’ many 
times, as some people do, or by 
singing ‘Be glorified’, as some 
others do? What is the meaning 
of bearing fruit? there are many 
who think that sharing the gospel 
is the only way to bear fruit. that 
is only a part of it. Bearing fruit 
is basically our lifestyle; that is, 
living a life in obedience to god’s 
commandments; living a life 
worthy of our calling. John the 
Baptist’s message was to “bear 
fruits worthy of repentance” 
(Lk.3:8).

How Do wE  
GloriFY GoD?

God is looking for faithfulness and obedience.

lilY ABrAHAM Let us look at how a young Jewish 
boy glorified God among many 
nations, peoples and  languages. 
Daniel, who most probably was 
of royal descent or from a noble 
family,  was one of the captives 
whom Nebuchadnezzar had 
carried away to Babylon along 
with Jehoiakim, king of Judah, 
in 605 Bc (Dan.1:1-4). he, along 
with some others, was chosen for 
a 3-year training, to be inducted 
into the king’s service. these 
boys were without any blemish, 
were good-looking, gifted in all 
wisdom, possessing knowledge 
and quick to understand.

Unfavourable Circumstances 

it was god who gave King 
Jehoiakim into the hands of 
Nebuchadnezzar (Dan.1:2)! Why? 
When the children of israel were 
on their journey to the land which 
god had promised to abraham, 
while they were still in the plains 
of Moab, just before crossing the 
Jordan, god warned them about 
the consequences of turning away 
from him in disobedience, and 
promised blessings which would 
follow obedience. captivity in 
a foreign land was the ultimate 
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punishment for continuing in sin 
(Deut.28:49-52,64,65). it was 
this warning which was executed 
through Nebuchadnezzar.

obviously, Daniel lived in a very 
sinful generation who refused to 
listen to god’s repeated call to his 
people through Jeremiah to return 
to him (Jer.7:13). Yet he seems to 
have been brought up in fear and 
obedience to god. “he purposed 
in his heart not to defile himself” 
with the king’s food which the 
king himself had allotted for the 
trainees. clearly, he was aware of 
god’s rules regarding clean and 
unclean animals as laid out in 
Leviticus 11, and that, as a Jew, 
he would defile himself by eating 
the king’s food. he obeyed god, 
in disobedience to the king, and 
yet politely and with respect. But 
the encouraging truth is that god 
honoured his commitment and 
showered his favour upon him. in 
the beginning of Daniel 1, we see 
him as a captive, but at the end 
of the chapter we see him as an 
official of the king!

The King Glorifies God

in Daniel 2, we see him inter-
preting King Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dream of the multi-metallic im-
age.  the image in the dream had 
a head of gold which represented 
Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylo-
nian kingdom. the rest of the im-
age represented the kingdoms to 

follow, namely the Medo-Persian, 
the greek and the roman em-
pires, which all came true histori-
cally. The final part of the image 
was about the everlasting king-
dom of god on earth, which is yet 
to happen. is it not amazing that 
god revealed the entire future of 
the world to a gentile emperor 
through a dream and that he had 
one of his committed children, 
who alone could interpret it?

What was the result? Nebuchad-
nezzar, the emperor of the then 
known world, acknowledged the 
god of Daniel as the “god of gods, 
the Lord of kings and revealer of 
secrets” (Dan.2:47). What a tes-
timony for a teenager! He sim-
ply obeyed and God got the glory. 
though Daniel’s aim was not to get 
promotion or gifts, he got both. 

Another Dream

Daniel’s glorifying god did 
not stop in chapter 2. in chapter 
4, he interprets Nebuchadnez-
zar’s dream of the all-embracing 
tree, concerning his own future! 
this time, the king not only  
acknowledged god, but he de-
clared god’s glory to the whole 
kingdom through a letter, after 
the dream was fulfilled when he 
was reinstated.

he begins his letter glorifying 
god, then narrates the dream and 
its interpretation by Daniel and 
then concludes it, again glorify-
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ing god. he says, “the Most high 
rules in the kingdom of men.” the 
chapter ends with Nebuchadnez-
zar “blessing, praising and hon-
ouring the Most high god who 
lives forever and ever.” “for his 
dominion is an everlasting do-
minion and his kingdom is from 
generation to generation. all the 
inhabitants of the earth are reput-
ed as nothing; he does according 
to all his will in the army of heav-
en and among the inhabitants of 
the earth. No one can restrain his 
hand or say to him, ‘What have 
you done?’”(Dan.4:34-35). Listen 
to the concluding words of the 
world-emperor, “Now i, Nebu-
chadnezzar, praise and extol and 
honour the king of heaven, all of 
whose works are truth, and his 
ways justice. and those who walk 
in pride, he is able to put down.” 
What better way to glorify god 
than to let the whole world come 
to know about the god of the Bi-
ble through its proud and mighty 
ruler! a world emperor talking 
about ‘god’s kingdom’! imagine 
that happening today!

Darius The Mede

More than half a century passed 
by. Many kings came and went. By 
the time we come to Daniel 6, it is 
Darius the Mede who is king over 
a larger empire! this time, it is 
not by interpreting a dream that 
Daniel brought glory to god. it 
was by facing the fire of jealousy 

of his colleagues. Daniel was one 
of the three governors whom King 
Darius had appointed over the one 
hundred and twenty satraps who 
were ruling over the provinces of 
his kingdom. Now the king was 
planning to promote Daniel to 
be the most important person 
after him in his kingdom. So, the 
other two governors and the 
satraps grew jealous and sought 
to find some charges against 
him. But they could find none; no 
corruption, nor negligence! his 
enemies concluded that the only 
way to find an accusation against 
Daniel was with regard the law of 
his god.

So they managed to trick the 
king through flattery into signing 
a document, that for thirty days 
no one should pray to any god or 
man other than the king himself. 
any one breaking this statute 
would be thrown into the lions’ 
den. Daniel’s devotion to his god 
did not change even when he came 
to know about the decree. he, as 
was his practice, continued to pray 
and praise god three times a day 
near an open window. obviously, 
his enemies got him because of 
his supreme loyalty to his god, 
which continued into his old age! 
i wonder whether he prayed to 
be spared from the lions’ den! 
anyway, he was not spared, but 
was thrown into the lions’ den. it 
was by being thrown into the den 
that he could glorify god even 
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more. We are all familiar with the 
events that followed. from King 
Darius’ words it is clear that he 
was aware of Daniel’s god. he 
says, “Daniel, the servant of the 
living god, has your god whom 
you serve constantly, been able 
to deliver you from the lions?” 
We know that Daniel came out of 
the den unscathed. instead, his 
jealous enemies were thrown in 
there and the hungry lions, who 
were fasting the previous night, 
feasted on them! the story does 
not end there. the most important 
part came after that.

Daniel 6:25 talks about the let-
ter King Darius wrote to “all the 
peoples, nations and the men of 
every language who were living 
in the land.” he says, “i make a 
decree that in all the dominion of 
my kingdom, men are to fear and 
tremble before the god of Daniel; 
For He is the living God and endur-
ing forever, and His kingdom is one 
which will not be destroyed, and His 
dominion will be forever. He deliv-
ers and rescues and performs signs 
and wonders in heaven and on 
earth, who has also delivered Dan-
iel from the power of the lions.”

remember, this is not just a sto-
ry, but a historical event. another 
gentile king, many years after 
King Nebuchadnezzar, declared 
to the next generation of people 
the glory of the living god, the god 
of the Bible. the whole known 

world of the time came to know 
about the saving almighty god! 
all because one single individual 
was faithful to his god, even unto 
death. he refused to compromise 
even at the cost of his life!

even today god is looking for 
such faithfulness and obedience. 
Jesus said, “Whoever desires 
to come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross and 
follow Me” (Mk.8:34).

Dear friends, it is our obedience 
that brings glory to god, being 
obedient irrespective of the 
consequences! Discipleship is 
costly; are you willing to pay that 
price? Do you know him so well 
that you think he is worth your 
life? in today’s christendom, we 
are so focussed on ‘what i can get’. 
But the holy Spirit was careful to 
record not only what Daniel got, 
but what god got too. So, make 
god the centre of your life and 
not you yourself. Purpose in your 
heart to obey him at any cost. 
then god himself will arrange 
occasions to be glorified in your 
life. that is possible not just by 
prayer, but by resolving to live 
a life worthy of your heavenly 
father, in dependence upon his 
holy Spirit!

Lily Abraham  
lives in Mumbai. She 
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now! now!  
no! noT now!

God desires to surprise His children with His blessings.

Blessed be the god and 
father of our Lord Jesus 
christ, the father of 

mercies and god of all comfort…” 
(2cor.1:3). Jacob, although afraid, 
obeyed his mother rebekah and 
deceived his father. rebekah took 
the choice clothes of her elder son 
esau, which were with her, put 
them on Jacob, her younger son, 
and covered his hands and the 
smooth part of his neck with the 
skin of goat’s kid. isaac doubted, 
but finally was deceived.

a drastic drama of deception 
was displayed. Later, a similar 
trick is played on Jacob by his 
sons. having dipped Joseph’s 
tunic in the blood of goat’s kid, 
they brought it to their father 
and said, “We have found this. Do 
you know whether it is your son’s 
tunic or not?” Jacob recognised it 
and said, “Without doubt, Joseph 
is torn to pieces.” Jacob tore his 
clothes, put sackcloth on his waist, 
and mourned for his son many 
days. he refused to be comforted.
Jacob said, “for i shall go down 

EsTHEr roBinson into the grave to my son in 
mourning.” in this manner Jacob 
wept for his beloved son Joseph 
whom his sweetheart rachel bore 
for him after many long years of 
waiting. Jacob did not ask god 
for anything. in frustration, he 
wanted to go down into the grave 
to his son in mourning. Jacob 
desired to die. Most of us delight 
in offering advice to God. We say, 
“Now! Now, Lord! this is the ripe 
time.” god smiles and says, “Nay! 
Not now!”

Likewise, many of us wish 
we were dead when faced with 
dead-ends. one night, a church 
member was alarmed to hear 
one of his relatives say, “i am 
about to commit suicide. My 
friend has deceived me. he is 
threatening me and demanding a 
huge sum of money.” fortunately, 
the relative consoled him with 
god’s word. “the wicked watches 
the righteous, and seeks to slay 
him. the Lord will not leave him 
into his hand, nor condemn him 
when he is judged. Wait on the 
Lord, and keep his way, and he 
shall exalt you to inherit the land; 
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when the wicked are cut off, you 
shall see it” (Psa.37:32-34). the 
troubled man, consoled by the 
god of comforts, lived to see his 
enemy surrender.

Years later, when Joseph  
revealed his identity to his 
brothers, they were shocked. 
Definitely, a shiver must have 
gone down their spine. god used 
the same mouths, which once 
delivered bad news about their 
brother, to proclaim good news 
to their father now. they told 
Jacob, “Joseph is still alive and he 
is governor over all the land of 
egypt.” Jacob’s heart stood still; 
perhaps the news was a mild 
stroke to him. Jacob, who existed 
believing a lie, could not easily 
take in the truth now. his sons 
kept saying all the words which 
Joseph spoke, and when he saw 
the carts which Joseph had sent 
to carry him, his spirit revived. 
the god of mercies and comfort 
recharged him. 

Now israel says, “it is enough, 
Joseph my son is still alive; i will 
go and see him before i die.” even 
then, Jacob desired to see his son 
and die. Most of us advice god to 
take away the breath which he 
has put in us when we think it is 
fine. We say, “Now! Now, Lord!” 
god smiles and says, “Nope! Not 
now!” Joseph went on his chariot 

to meet his father at goshen. 
When he saw his father, he fell 
on his neck and wept for a good 
while. Seventeen long years of 
anticipation was expressed in this 
encounter. israel said to Joseph, 
“Now let me die, since i have 
seen your face, because you are 
still alive.” even at this juncture, 
israel, being overwhelmed by joy, 
desired death.

god desires to surprise his 
children with his blessings and 
to see his unfathomable grace, 
mercies, miracles, signs, wonders 
and much more. god wanted 
Jacob to live in order to bless 
Pharaoh. Jacob blessed the sons 
of Joseph and his other sons as 
well. Jacob lived to be a hundred 
and thirty years old to see the 
fourth generation. god’s plans for 
you are high and mind-boggling. 
he alone is the god of mercies 
and comfort. You may say, “Now! 
Now!” but god says, “No! Not 
now!” “in the world you will 
have tribulation; but be of good 
cheer, i have overcome the world” 
(Jn.16:33).

Esther Robinson  
is an evangelist and 

conducts management 
forums. She lives in 

Chennai.



Light of Life 31 March 2017

i have come across many 
christians of good standing 
say, “i don’t bother what 

the world thinks of me. i am only 
concerned about what god thinks 
of me and my life.” is this the correct 
and proper attitude that christians 
should adopt towards the world?

true, we as christians should 
live by the directions of the holy 
Spirit and not according to what 
people think, say or talk about 
us. the apostle Paul urges us, 
“Do not conform any longer to 
the pattern of this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of 
your mind. then you will be able 
to test and approve what god’s 
will is – his good, pleasing and 
perfect will” (rom.12:2). there 
are many verses in the Bible 
that describe the world as the 
enemy of god. (Jas.4:4;1Jn.2:15-
16;1Jn.5:4,10;Jn.7:7). it is also 
true that christians are taught 
by the church from childhood 
to see the world, Satan and the 
flesh as enemies of God. I do not 
counter any of these teachings, as 
they are part of god’s word and 
should be honoured, respected 
and accepted. 

oUr ATTiTUDE  
To THE worlD

God has placed on us an enormous responsibility towards humanity.

k. p. lUkE VYDHiAn however, i wish to draw your 
attention to yet another verse 
in the Bible, viz., John.3:16, 
considered by many believers as 
the most important verse because 
it summarises the story of Bible. 
“for god so loved the world 
that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” it is apparent 
that the word ‘world’ in this verse 
refers to the people of this world, 
or humanity.

if god loves the sinful people of 
this world that much, can we, the 
followers of Christ, be indifferent 
to our fellow-humans for whom 
God sacrificed His only begotten 
Son? Should we have the self-
righteous attitude of the Pharisee 
who considered himself superior 
to the publican who prayed with 
him in the temple?

there is another aspect that 
i wish to emphasise here. god 
has placed on us an enormous 
responsibility towards humanity. 
We are called upon to show to 
the world the image of christ 
through the way we live. We 
may be the only gospel some of 
them will ever get to read, if they 
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are to know who christ is. “You 
yourselves are our letter, written 
on our hearts, known and read 
by everybody. You show that 
you are a letter from christ, the 
result of our ministry, written 
not with ink but with the Spirit 
of the living god, not on tablets 
of stone but on tablets of human 
hearts” (2cor.3:2-3). if that is the 
responsibility placed on us by 
God, how can we be indifferent 
towards the world?

“Jesus increased in wisdom and 
stature and in favour with god 
and men” (Lk.2:52). if the Son 
of god, the second person in the 
holy trinity, acknowledged the 
‘favour of men’ as good for him, 
should we also not have the same 
mind as that of our Lord? god has 
not created us as entities only 
for communion with him to the 
exclusion of the people around us. 
on the contrary, god has created 
all of us humans as social beings to 
live in harmony with one another. 
and he has commanded us to 
love them as we love ourselves 
(the great commandment of god) 
and make them his disciples (the 
great commission). in Matthew 
25:31-46, the Lord gives us a 
glimpse of the last judgment and 
tells us that whatever we do for 
the least of these his brethren we 
do for him. it is only by serving 
our brethren in this world that we 
serve and love our god in heaven. 
the apostle John did not mince 

his words when he said that those 
who claimed to love god and did 
not love their own brethren in 
this world were liars. 

finally, let us look at the three 
different contexts in which the 
word ‘world’ is used in the Bible 
and what they mean. 
1. acts 17:24 refers to the ‘world’ 

as the material universe that 
god created, for which we 
have to praise and thank him.

2. texts like James 4:4 and 1 
John 2:15-16 describe the 
sinful, wicked and godless 
lifestyle of the people of the 
world which we are to treat as 
the enemy of god and desist 
from conforming to that kind 
of lifestyle, as the apostle Paul 
directs in romans 12:2.

3. John 1:29, 3:16; 2 corinthi-
ans 5:19 and 1 John 2:2 refer 
to the ‘world’ as ‘people’ or 
‘humanity’ whom god loves 
and for whom he gave him-
self in the person of his Son. 
as christians, in whom christ 
dwells, we are called to love, 
show compassion, mercy and 
grace, as god himself did, and 
still does, towards the sinful 
humanity (rom.5:6-8). 

K. P. Luke Vydhian  
retired as General Manager, 

Telecom, Karnataka, and 
lives in Bangalore.



Light of Life 33 March 2017

BiBlE on THE sHElF

My life was vanity, empty and vain, 
The path so dark, I knew no true gain, 
In God no interest, but myself, 
Often I had seen the Bible on the shelf

Then one day, He touched my soul,  
My weight of sin began to roll, 
I picked the Bible from the shelf, 
Became alive, as I saw my sinful self.

I was so eager, the Bible to read, 
It was my milk, daily I would feed. 
Days became bright, with the Bible each day, 
I longed to read it every day.

It gives me knowledge, which I didn’t know. 
Life was anew, the past clean as snow 
It revealed to me the life to come,  
Gave me hope, not to sin succumb.

It introduced to me the One who loved. 
To me, His enemy, said He beloved. 

I wondered, I paused, “Why me, Lord?” 
“Of all the people, by name, you called?”

My Bible became my comfort in trouble, 
No fear had I, though it threatened to double, 
I knew my Lord was present there ever. 
He promised ne’er to leave, Oh no never.

Strong I became, in word and in spirit, 
My progress was evident, no scent of conceit. 
Prayer and fellowship added to the flavour, 
From My God, I did find favour.

Felix Fernandes 
 is the pastor of the New 
Life Church, Mira Road, 

Mumbai.
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Beauty and fashion are 
buzzwords in today’s 
world. it is the beauty of 

a person that naturally attracts 
us. every individual has his own 
definition of beauty, and that 
sums up the saying, “Beauty 
lies in the eyes of the beholder.” 
Mother teresa saw beauty in 
the sick person created in god’s 
image, as he was lying helplessly 
in a street corner, waiting for his 
death. the compassion of Jesus 
moved her to pick him up, nurse 
his wounds, give him a bath, a 
meal and medicines, till he was 
well again.

1 John 2:16 talks of the three 
things of the world – lust of the 
flesh, lust of the eyes and pride 
of life. While the flesh, the eyes 
and the life that god has given 
us mortal beings are not evil in 
themselves, it is the lust within 
man that triggers an intense, 
uncontrolled desire to abuse and 
indulge these gifts of god, creating 
in man a warped or twisted sense 
of beauty. it is the cravings of 
man, the lust of his eyes and 
the boasting of what he has and 
does, that the apostle John says 

THE DUTY oF BEAUTY, 
THE BEAUTY oF DUTY
God wants to beautify us so that we share in His glory.

sAMip BArUAH are from the world, and not from 
god the father. he warns us not 
to love the world that is given to 
lustful indulgence.

the Bible teaches us three les-
sons on beauty. god is the author 
of beauty. Beauty is not only about 
looking beautiful outwardly, wear-
ing beautiful clothes, etc., but also 
about being beautiful at heart – 
being humble, loving, gentle, kind, 
patient and truthful, which are 
some of the divine characteristics 
exhibited by those who are filled 
with the holy Spirit (gal.5:22-23).

in Matthew 6:25-34 the Lord 
Jesus, while encouraging the dis-
ciples that they should not worry 
about this life, explains how god 
clothes the grass and the flow-
ers with beautiful colours. in fact, 
the Lord wanted the disciples to 
know that god makes everything 
beautiful in his time.

Daniel and his friends were 
plumper and healthier after they 
refused the king’s food and drinks 
during their three-year training 
period. But god made them more 
handsome and healthier in just 
ten days, and at the end of the 
training, they entered the king’s 
service (Dan.1:15-19). 
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today, newspapers publish 
more information on the ‘beau-
tiful’, star-studded lives of celeb-
rities who spend huge sums of 
money on beauty treatments to 
look young and beautiful. Being 
taken up by the outward glamour 
of these celebrities, children, youth 
and adults alike idolise them, not 
realising that they are in danger 
of falling into a form of idolatry 
and losing their focus from godly 
beauty to the fading beauty of the 
world. as christians, we need to 
focus on the author and the Per-
fecter of our faith, the Lord Jesus 
christ (heb.12:2), so that we do 
not get deceived by false beauty.

god sometimes uses our beauty 
for a duty. the most beautiful 
woman in the Bible was esther. 
She probably fits the definition 
and style of  beauty popularised by 
the modern day beauty parlours.
and we know how esther sought 
King ahasuerus’s favour to save 
the Jews from being killed (2:12). 
Besides her external beauty, 
esther was beautiful at heart as 
well. She fasted and interceded 
in prayer for the Jews in the 
presence of god before she came 
into the presence of her king 
with a request to spare the Jews, 
risking her life in the process. 
god looks at our hearts, not our 
external beauty and smartness 
(1Sam.16:7).

God beautifies everything in 
his time. King Solomon writes, 
“god makes all things beautiful in 

his time”(eccl.3:11). this verse 
reminds me of the caterpillar that 
goes through a long and painful 
process before being transformed 
into a beautiful butterfly.

Our Lord Jesus got beautified, 
rather, glorified when He rose 
again from death by the power 
of god. god wants to beautify us 
too, so that we share in his glory. 
are we willing to allow him to do 
that? Job 42:15 says that when 
god restored the wealth, riches, 
children and the family of Job, his 
daughters were the most beautiful 
in all the land. God beautified Job 
and all his acquaintances because 
of his faithfulness and trust, 
and Job lived to see his children 
and their children to the fourth 
generation (42:17).

In conclusion, I want to define 
beauty as Be-U-t – Being Under 
transformation through christ 
(rom.12:2), and fashion as fresh-
on – freshened by christ every-
day, because his mercies are 
new every morning (Lam.3:23). 
“in him we have our being”(acts 
17:28) means that in everything 
we need to have christ at the cen-
tre of our lives so that we reflect 
his beauty.

Samip Baruah  
is Manager-International 

Sales & Marketing 
(Education Stationery 
Product Business), ITC 

Limited, Chennai.



Light of Life 37 March 2017

in order to understand the 
prophetic books of the Bible, 
we basically need to know 

how god directed his prophets 
in the old testament period. 
god chose and used prophets 
to convey his messages to the 
people of israel and to their kings. 
there is a general perception that 
prophets only foretell the future, 
but this is not entirely correct. 
though they did forecast future 
events, their major role appears 
to be only to convey god’s 
message to the people/kings at 
the appropriate time.

While God specifically chose 
people like isaiah and Jeremiah 
for this ministry, he did not limit 
his choice to any particular tribe 
of israel like the priests. they 
were from various professional 
backgrounds. amos was a 
shepherd and Daniel was an 
administrator. the Scriptures 
also talk about the sons or the 
company of prophets at various 
places like Bethel (2Kgs.2:3), 
Jericho (2Kgs.2:5) and Samaria 
(2Kgs.6:1). Some scholars think 
that these refer to schools where 

UnDErsTAnDinG  
propHETiC Books

Be prepared for the coming of Jesus Christ to gather His saints.

FrEDriC J. DAwson young prophets were taught the 
Scriptures. there may have been 
an official registry of prophets 
(ezek.13:9). there were women 
prophets also, like huldah 
(2Kgs.22:14). further, there were 
self-styled false prophets who 
invariably gave messages pleasing 
to the kings and people, as if they 
were from god. hananiah was 
such a false prophet (Jer.28).

Their Varied Ministry

apart from conveying god’s 
message to the people, the 
prophets also carried out other 
functions. Some prophets, like 
elisha and elijah, had the gift of 
healing. Some, like haggai and 
Zechariah, who encouraged the 
dejected exiles to restart the 
building of the temple, were 
involved in the ministry of 
encouragement. Many prophets 
rebuked the people for their sins 
and called them to repentance. 
Specific example is that of the 
prophet Nathan who spoke face 
to face with King David about his 
crimes. Some of them had the gift 
of preaching, like Jonah, and some 
had the gift of miracles, like elijah 
and elisha. Some were involved 
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in the ministry of intercession, 
like Daniel who interceded with 
god on behalf of the exiles for 
return to their homeland. No 
doubt, god had revealed to most 
of his prophets his future plans 
for mankind, like the two advents 
of Jesus, the judgments, etc.

Their Problems 

the job of the prophets was, 
however, not always smooth and 
easy. When the messages they 
brought to the kings did not suit 
their purposes, they were ill-
treated. Jeremiah was imprisoned 
and thrown into a cistern by King 
Zedekiah (Jer.37,38). Some kings 
hated the prophets who brought 
bad news. Micaiah was one of the 
hated prophets (1Kgs.22:8). King 
ahab and Queen Jezebel hounded 
the prophet Elijah who had to flee 
for his life (1Kgs.19:1-2). 

Sometimes god communicated 
his messages through symbolic 
actions by the prophets, which 
sometimes looked strange and 
demeaning. Jeremiah was asked 
to put a wooden yoke and cross-
bar on his neck to convey to 
the people that they should be 
prepared to serve under the 
Babylonians (Jer.27). isaiah was 
asked to go around stripped and 
bare-footed for three long years, 
symbolising what the assyrians 
will do to the armies of egypt. 
Yet, the prophets obeyed god 

and were so faithful to him that 
they did not mind being called 
madmen. they did not give up 
because they believed that god 
was with them to rescue and save 
(Jer.15:20). god’s word burned 
like fire within them and they 
could not keep quiet till they got 
it out (Jer.20:9).

 Interpretation Of Prophecies 

We should be very careful 
while interpreting prophecies. 
When we look at a mountainous 
landscape from a distance, we see 
a series of mountain peaks which, 
to us, look as if they are close to 
each other, whereas in reality 
they are separated by miles of 
valleys. Sometimes the prophets 
saw two or more separate events 
as happening one after the other 
in quick succession. for example, 
they saw the two comings of Jesus 
as one. When isaiah prophesied, 
“for to us a child is born, to us a 
Son is given and the government 
will be on his shoulders…” (9:6), 
he did not know that he was 
predicting the two comings of 
Jesus christ that spanned several 
hundreds of years, the first as 
the Saviour of the world and the 
second to rule as the King of kings 
and the Lord of lords.

 Living in the 21st century after 
christ, we are in a better position 
to interpret these prophecies for 
the following reasons.
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i. Many of the events foretold 
by the prophets have already 
taken place in the history of 
israel, as we learn from the 
records in the New testament 
and from the secular history. 
the most important of these 
events was the first advent 
of Jesus to this earth. in our 
generation we have witnessed 
another important event – the 
re-gathering of Jews from 
all over the world to live as 
an independent, sovereign 
nation known as israel.

ii. We also have the benefit of 
some of the New testament 
writers, particularly Matthew, 
Paul and Peter, who refer 
specifically to the fulfilment 
of some of these prophecies 
as and when the events took 
place. an example is of Mat-
thew referring to Zechariah’s 
prophecy about Jesus rid-
ing into Jerusalem on a colt. 
another example is of Peter 
referring to the prophecy of 
Joel about the holy Spirit that 
would fall on the Jews and 
gentiles on the day of Pente-
cost.

iii. We have some more prophetic 
utterances by Jesus and his 
disciples, particularly John, 
about the future events which 
were also foreseen by the o.t. 
prophets. for example, cos-
mic upheavals at the second 

coming of Jesus (Joel.2:31; 
Matt.24:29). Whereas the 
prophet wrote that these su-
pernatural events would take 
place before the Day of the 
Lord, we can specifically pin-
point that these prophecies 
are going to be fulfilled at the 
Second advent of christ, as 
foretold by him. When we are 
in a position to locate, at this 
point in history, the propheti-
cal events already fulfilled, we 
can sift these prophecies and 
know what are yet to be ful-
filled.

Future Events 

regarding the prophecies 
which are yet to be fulfilled, 
as foretold by the ot prophets 
and by Jesus and his disciples, 
we are familiar with the major 
ones like Jesus appearing in 
the clouds to gather his saints, 
the marriage feast of the Lamb, 
Jesus landing on the Mount of 
olives, the repentance of israel, 
the battle led by the Lord against 
the nations, Satan being thrown 
into the abyss, the millennial 
rule of the Lord on this earth, the 
release of Satan from the abyss, 
the final destruction of Satan and 
his angels, the divine judgments, 
the glorious arrival of the New 
Jerusalem, etc. however, we do 
not know the precise sequence of 
these events, though many Bible 
scholars have attempted, and 
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continue to attempt, to decipher 
the same, raising controversies.

Be that as it may, such 
controversies do not serve any 
useful purpose and we should not 
allow them to overshadow our 
responsibility as god’s children 
to proclaim the good news of 
his kingdom. What god spoke 
to his holy men, they have just 
recorded it. We should accept the 
prophecies as they are recorded in 
the Bible by faithful men through 
the inspiration of the holy Spirit. 

one thing is certain… the 
next important event in god’s 

calendar is the coming of Jesus 
christ with his angels to gather 
his saints (Matt.24:30-31, 1 
thes.4:16-17). Let us be prepared 
for this glorious event by leading 
a life of purity according to His 
commandments, by our good 
works and by spreading the 
Gospel among those who do not 
know the love of Christ, all to the 
honour and glory of God.
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VaCanCy For HoMe Parent
A Bible-based Christian organisation in Mumbai – karuna welfare – that 

manages a children’s home for orphan boys is looking to employ committed, 
born again Christian couples, with a heart for children, to serve as House 
Parents in its homes for boys (age group from 4-15 years).

Qualification required: 
•	 Able	to	speak	English
•	 A	heart	to	raise	children	for	the	Lord

Starting salary Rs.7500 (with annual increment) 
Accommodation and food provided on the campus.

Suitable candidates may apply to: 
Mrs. Neena Mathews (Superintendent, Karuna Sharan) 
E-mail: neena@karunasharan.org Tel.No. 09967731582

Address: 
Karuna Sharan  

C/o The Ambassador High School, Behind Vithal Mandir,  
Valiv, Vasai (E) 401 208.

A Christian missionary organisation running schools (ICSE & ISC) 
in Uttar Pradesh requires Pgt / tgt for english, Biology, Physics, 
Chemistry, economics and Prt for Primary & nursery classes. 
Proficiency in English is a must. Also requires Co-ordinator, 
Counsellor, accountant, staff nurse, office assistants, Plumber, 
driver & electrician. Attractive Salary with accommodation & free 
education for wards. Interested candidates may forward their updated 
resume to stsgop@gmail.com. Shortlisted candidate will be called 
for an interview. For queries, call +919415268627.

PrInCIPal
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a hindu friend living next 
door came to me with 
an unusual request that 

i should join the planks he has 
provided and said that the size 
should be approximately 2 square 
feet and one inch thick. “But 
what is this contraption for?” i 
enquired. “i shall have to sit over it 
crossed legs to perform my pujas 
(meditation and worship), which 
at times may require hours”, he 
explained. i readily obliged, but 
many questions rushed through 
my mind. to worship in crossed 
legs position for hours is daunting 
and incomprehensible for me. 
this friend has a few thousand 
gods, and they are mythological. 
i asked myself, “how long and 
how much do i worship the real 
god?” But then, my Lord is a 
living Person – god of history, 
he healed, raised people from 
the dead, made promises, offers 
grace and forgives sins.

Believers of other religions 
worship by following certain 
rules and regulations, and feel 
a sense of satisfaction. But 
christian worship is much more 
than rules and rituals. We can 
worship anywhere at any given 

worsHip
There is an urgent need to remind ourselves  

what a Christian worship is all about.

HErMon kHonGlAH time, in any posture; it never ends 
in a church or a home.

the Jews of the old testament 
worshipped god because the 
laws required so; we are expected 
to regard it as a privilege and not 
a duty to worship him. We were 
created to worship and glorify 
him; this is the foremost duty 
of every christian. Some may 
feel that they have done enough 
worship because they spend long 
hours in prayer, singing hymns, 
praises, listen attentively to the 
messages and observe regular 
quiet times. Yes, this is a very 
small part of worship; but we 
have missed the worship if it ends 
here. 

Real Worship

it is a continuous process 
where every human activity 
should relate to god’s wish and 
leading. abraham understood this 
principle and took worship more 
seriously. When god demanded 
that he should sacrifice his only 
son, he called it an act of worship. 
“Stay here with the donkey while 
i and the boy go over there. We 
will worship, then we will come 
back to you” (gen.22:5). he 
meant there they would worship 
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first, and then attend to other 
businesses. So, abraham, the 
friend of god, reaped blessings 
throughout his life.

The Humble Worshipper

The world is flooded with 
too many christian books 
and literature. We spend time 
studying them and learn various 
ideas that lead us to think 
that some particular form is 
worship; however, meaningful 
communication with our Lord is 
lacking because we spend very 
little time reading his word and 
learn little about his expressed 
wish.

Sometime ago i had a lively 
conversation with my village 
carpenter. i felt he needed more 
instruction because the village 
life offered him no exposure to 
the many great books i had. i 
was shocked and felt humiliated, 
when in a most humble way he 
quoted many verses from the 
Bible, which were new to me, to 
explain his point of view. i was 
convinced that this humble man 
communicated and worshipped 
his creator much more than i did. 
the preacher of a congregation 
requested the people to sing a 
song which was totally new to 
me, whereas the ill-clad villager, 
sitting next to me, sang the whole 
song without missing a single 
word. i learnt what kind of a 
worshipper i am.

the Scriptures are clear about 
the foremost thing god seeks from 
his people. “Yet a time is coming 
and now has come when the true 
worshippers will worship the 
father in spirit and in truth, for 
they are the kind of worshippers 
the father seeks. god is Spirit and 
his worshippers must worship in 
spirit and in truth” (Jn.4:23-24).

in many instances, i have 
failed on this count, and i am 
not surprised if there are many 
others like me. how many of us 
attend church service with a heart 
to worship god ‘in spirit and in 
truth’? Probably many, because 
we think it is our tradition and 
a social obligation. for some, 
attendance at the Sunday service 
is a formality, and so they hear 
the preacher with eyes half-
closed and mouths yawning. i 
am inclined to think that at times 
a few worshippers attend the 
congregation to watch the various 
activities which lend an air of 
festivity. on special occasions like 
christmas, easter and New Year, 
the churches are overflowing 
with people.

Dr. Norman tunnel, a British 
missionary doctor stationed in 
my town, observed that most 
of his congregants sang praises 
with their mouths half open and 
meaninglessly. So, before leading 
the congregation in singing, he 
would read the passage, “i will 
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sing with the spirit, and i will 
also sing with understanding” 
(1cor.14:15). over time, that had 
the desired effect.

The Eloquent Preacher

My learned friend often tells me 
that he cares less about denomi-
nations, but attends any congre-
gation where ‘a good preacher’ 
is invited to preach. My friend is 
right from a human perception, 
but it is far more meaningful if 
someone says, “i attend because 
i want to worship.” 

on one occasion, henry Ward 
Beecher, the famous preacher, 
was due to preach in a congre-
gation. the church house was 
over- crowded with expectant 
worshippers, but for some reason 
the preacher could not come, and 
his brother was asked to preach. 
When this change was  announced, 
many of the congregants left, cre-
ating an embarrassing scene! 
But Beecher’s brother was not 
disturbed. he stood up, calling 
the crowd to remain silent, and 
said, “all who came this morning 
to worship Beecher may leave. 
the rest will remain and worship  
god.” these few words conveyed 
the right message of what attend-
ing a worship service is all about. 
Worshipping god has nothing to 
do with the competence of the 
preacher or activities of the con-
gregation. it has to do with me 
and my god.

The Aspect Of Worship

the other aspect of worship is 
described by oscar e. feucht who 
said, “Worship is not something 
you attend, but something you 
do. The aim is not to produce a 
Sunday Christian, but rather a 
believer who is able to witness in 
the society in which he lives”. So, 
an act of worship includes our 
attitudes and actions when it 
comes to our conduct in social 
life. Jesus said, “i desire mercy 
and not sacrifice.” He prefers to 
show mercy to the needy, than to 
receive their sacrifices, which is 
an act of worship. it also means 
we should serve and help others 
without expecting anything in 
return. the other aspect of the 
expression by the Lord ‘i desire 
mercy….’ is an instruction for us 
to exercise this mercy and care 
for fellow individuals, which is an 
act of genuine worship towards 
god.

Worship At Its Worst

once a woman in her forties 
came to see me and complained 
about the pain in her fractured 
legs. When i asked her what 
happened, she explained without 
any hesitation, “it was revival 
time and almost all believers in 
the village attended the special 
services in the church. i was 
there to worship, but the service 
went on beyond the normal time 
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of 7.30 p.m. that particular day 
my favourite tV show, The Indian 
Idol, was to be telecast at 8 pm 
and i was tempted to leave the 
service to be in time for the show. 
While i was thinking how to 
quietly slip out without anybody’s 
knowledge, a lady sitting next 
to me, who i knew also liked 
to watch the serial, stood up 
and left hurriedly. grabbing the 
opportunity, i rushed out of the 
church as fast as i could; in the 
process, lost my balance and fell 
down. Do you think this is god’s 
chastisement?”

god’s people gather together 
to worship because his presence 
among them is special. But what 
we see today is almost no worship 
at all, because the ‘worshippers’ 
allow their thoughts to wander 
and distract from worshipping 
god and listening to the message 
of his word.

the issue of worship needs to 
be addressed in all earnestness, 

lest the wrath of god should 
come upon the people, as in the 
days of our forefathers. Many of 
us lack the spirituality to enjoy 
the best of worship. Worship has 
no relevance if it becomes a mere 
formality and a ritual. 

Jehovah came down heavily 
upon his people, who thought 
they worshipped him, when he 
thundered at them, “Your holy 
celebrations of the new moon 
and the Sabbath, and your special 
days for fasting, all are frauds! 
i want nothing more to do with 
them. i hate them all; i can’t stand 
the sight of them” (isa.1:13).

there is an urgent need to 
remind ourselves what a christian 
worship is all about.

Hermon Khonglah  
lives in the Mission 
Compound, Jowai, 

Meghalaya.
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THE ‘rACE’ oF His  
rEsUrrECTion

The Day of Resurrection should be celebrated  
more than Christmas.

of the six basic doctrines of 
the church (heb.6:1-2), 
one is ‘the resurrection 

of the dead’. It makes us different 
from the other faiths. Some other 
faiths believe in re-incarnation, 
but we as followers of Jesus christ 
believe in the resurrection. Many 
who have come so far and formed 
other faiths gave their best to the 
people saying that they should 
live following their doctrine. But 
all of them ended up in one place, 
death. our Saviour who died for 
the whole world won the victory 
over the darkness of death and 
the grave. We celebrate easter 
or the day of his resurrection 
in a formal way, but it should be 
celebrated more than we celebrate 
christmas. the joy of christmas 
is limited if we don’t celebrate 
christ’s resurrection. the joy of 
resurrection is eternal. Without 
the resurrection of Jesus christ, 
christmas has no meaning; it 
would be like any other birthday 
celebration. Jesus rose from the 
death and gave us the assurance 

DipAnkAr nATH that if we believed in him we too 
would be resurrected. i prefer to 
say ‘god’s friday’ instead of good 
friday because that day was 
predestined by god to enable the 
entire world to get pardon from 
sins and to be saved through the 
blood of his Son.

The Start

The first ‘race’ of His 
resurrection was initiated by a 
lady who was saved by our Master 
Jesus christ, Mary Magdalene 
(Mk.16:9-11;Jn.20:1,18). While 
all the disciples of the Master 
were scattered, and some of them 
were hiding, Mary took the bold 
decision to visit the grave of the 
Master. according to me, she 
was the first evangelist of the 
gospel. When she saw that the 
grave was open and heard the 
Master’s voice, she could not stop 
herself from wanting to convey 
the message of his resurrection 
to his disciples. She started the 
race for his resurrection. i don’t 
know how old she was, but she 
didn’t waste her time, didn’t 
make any excuses, but ran out of 
her love and zeal for her Master. 
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the second and third men who 
started the race were Peter and 
the beloved disciple John as 
they heard the news from Mary 
(Jn.20:3-10,19). even though 
Peter was older and John was 
young, they started the run to his 
grave and found the truth of his 
resurrection. the young disciple 
overtook the older disciple, but 
he didn’t enter his grave. Peter, 
who had denied Jesus thrice, 
went into the cave and found 
the reality of Jesus’ resurrection. 
Mary Magdalene, Peter and John 
had gone to the tomb of Jesus with 
a negative mind, but the empty 
tomb changed their thoughts from 
negative to positive. Later we see 
that all the disciples of Jesus took 
up the race of his resurrection 
from one place to another out of 
their love for him.

in acts 8:26-40, Philip was 
told by an angel that he should 
catch up with the chariot of a 
eunuch who was the treasurer of 
candace, the queen of ethiopia. 
in those days, such chariots were 
pulled by at least six to eight 
horses. how could Philip run and 
catch up with the chariot? it was 
possible because he obeyed the 
voice of the Spirit. god wants only 
one thing from us – that we obey 
his voice, and the rest he himself 
will do. Philip did not waste his 
time by reasoning or calling for 
an extraordinary meeting for 
approval. he just started the run, 

and the rest is history. the eunuch 
repented and was baptised. i don’t 
know how they found the pond in 
the wilderness, but one thing i do 
know, when we obey the Spirit of 
god he will provide us everything 
for his glory in our life.

Saul started his race as a 
persecutor of the believers of 
Jesus christ. But on the way to 
Damascus (acts 9:1-19), he had 
an encounter with Jesus christ, 
which was the turning point of his 
life. Saul became Paul and started 
the race of christ’s resurrection.
even though he was not one of the 
first disciples of Jesus Christ, the 
Spirit of god used him mightily 
in various places. the Spirit of 
god used him even to reveal his 
secrets to us through his letters 
to the churches.

Baton Passed On

the baton of his resurrection 
has been passed on from the first 
century to today. Missionaries 
from various churches and 
countries have been running from 
one country to another with the 
message of his resurrection. “But 
if there be no resurrection of the 
dead, then is christ not risen; and 
if christ be not risen, then is our 
preaching vain, and your (our) 
faith is also vain” (1cor.15:13-
14). as we look at the results in 
the first century, there was rapid 
growth without our modern 
facilities. even though we have the 
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grace of god along with modern 
facilities, we are not running in 
the proper way. Sometimes we 
are not obeying his voice, and 
sometimes rules and regulations 
are stopping us from running for 
him. today we see some of the 
self-made pastors and evangelists 
running without proper training 
and without having an encounter 
with Jesus and with his Spirit. 
Some of them are stealing the 
sheep from other flocks and not 
running to unreached places.

Paul the apostle wrote, “i have 
fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, and I have 
kept the faith. henceforth there 
is laid up for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous Judge, will award 
to me and recompense me on 
that day, and not to me only, but 
also to all those who have loved 
and yearned for and welcomed 
his appearing” (2tim.4:7-8). 
Let us keep our faith in him. 
We see from the Bible and from 

church history that the people 
of god have run the race of his 
resurrection and finished their 
life. they will be rewarded at 
his second coming (rev.22:12). 
Now the baton has been passed 
down to us as christian leaders. 
how are we running? are we 
obeying the voice of god and his 
Spirit, or are we reasoning and 
following our own strategy? You 
may do big crusades and revival 
meetings, but if you are not 
running according to his steps, 
you will definitely fall down no 
matter who you are. even if we 
are holding big positions in his 
vineyard, let us take heed and 
run according to his will so that 
we should not be put to shame by 
the Lord.

Dipankar Nath  
is a pastor in the  

Methodist Church 
under Bengal Regional 

Conference.

Light of Life
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As we at Light of Life seek to fulfil this ministry for the 
edification of our readers, we seek your prayers for God’s  

anointing, blessings, provisions and guidance.
Thank you.
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Degree   Requirement Duration Medium 
M.Div. B. th. 2 years english
M.Div.  any bachelor 

degree
3 years english

B.th. Xii 3 years english/hindi/
Marathi

B.th. X 4 years english/hindi/
Marathi

Diploma 
course      

X/Xii 2 years english/hindi/
Marathi

Certificate 
course   

X attempted 1 year english/hindi/
Marathi

special Features  
 Qualified faculty <> Well furnished Library <> Field Exposure and 

Practical Training <> Large Campus with adequate infrastructural facilities 
<> M. Div and B.Th. courses are also offered through extension <> Partial 

Scholarships for deserving candidates.

academic year begins in June. admission started  
For Application, Prospectus and details, write to the Registrar,  

with MO for Rs. 100/-.   
Contact No: 9822924564, 8408812162

Missionary Children education
Students will be admitted in Minerva Stewart Home (Boarding school/

Hostel) from Nursery to Tenth. Scholarship will be provided for the deserving 
candidates. For more details kindly contact the Director.

yaVatMal College For  
leadersHIP traInIng

seminary Compound yavatmal 445001 M.s. 
Ph. 07232-244401, 244597, website: www.yclt.org.in  

email. director_yclt@yahoo.com, registrar_yclt@rediffmail.com

seminary for training Missionaries and Pastors
(affiliated to IIICs)
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word and 
tHe world

THE YEAsT oF THE  
kinGDoM

w
or

d and tHe world

the boys, most of them 
from poor hill villages, 
shifted uneasily from leg 

to leg. the bar owner had lined 
them up, and now the customer 
stood perusing the ‘menu’, pausing 
from time to time to glance up 
at them. finally, he motioned 
the owner over, pointing first to 
the menu and then to a boy. his 
choice looked fifteen maybe, a 
slight teen, with the kind of glazy 
eyes that come from sniffing 
glue. Sniffing was the only thing 
that got him through the nights. 
Unemployed, illiterate, far from 
home, he traded himself for 
money simply to survive.

The Need

Stories and pictures capture our 
imaginations much more easily 
than numbers or statistics. But 
statistics do have a role to play in 
getting our attention. Sure, they 
could just numb us into inaction 
by awareness of the enormity of 
the task to be accomplished. as of 
2010, the largest world religion is 

CYril GEorGEson christian. thirty-one percent of 
the world’s population is labelled 
as christian. So, going just by 
numbers we have a decent ratio 
of one christian for every two 
followers of other world views. if 
we stop here the numbers do not 
seem bothersome.

But things are not that simple – 
there are a few major hitches from 
accessing the unreached. firstly, 
most christians are bunched 
together. this is apparent, when 
we consider that around thirty 
percent of the world live in places 
where there is no Christian witness 
of any form – no church and no 
disciple of Jesus either. in india 
there is around one christian for 
every 43 persons of another faith. 
here again, in states like Uttar 
Pradesh and Uttarakhand there is 
only one christian for every 100. 
fourteen states have less than 
one christian for every 100. in 
countries like turkey and Yemen 
the number of christians drops to 
1 for every 10000. additionally, 
many of those who are counted 
as Christian do not believe in 
the unique claims of Jesus Christ 
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and therefore do not share His 
love. this brings the ‘disciples to 
others’ ratio down drastically.

on the other hand, the second 
largest religion globally is islam 
with around twenty-three per-
cent of the world population. it 
is estimated that by 2050 the 
number of Muslims will equal 
the number of christians; and is-
lam will overtake christianity in 
numbers by around 2070, if the 
present trend continues. indo-
nesia, who holds the distinction 
of having the largest number of 
Muslims, will be overtaken by in-
dia in sheer numbers.

The Ache Of God

Yes, all these numbers can 
numb our minds. But, as we 
reflect on the figures above we 
would be allowing the ache of 
god to penetrate the numbness 
of our hearts. for this to happen 
we need to read our scriptures 
with an open heart, and as we 
hear god’s call, be willing to move 
from our comfort zone to places 
of need – “here i am, send me!”

the boys in the opening story 
live in an asian country where 
more than 80% of men are in-
volved in human trafficking. They 
have no hope for the future – no 
hope of education or a better fu-
ture. Many of them will die early 
as drug addicts or in gang war-
fare. the only hope they have is 

a christian witness. a christian 
missionary did move into that 
country and open a shelter where 
the boys go and take a shower, get 
a meal, learn trades, and enjoy the 
simple play and banter of boy-
hood as they chase soccer balls. 
But this is not easy as it seems. 
Sometimes the boys do not re-
turn or they are warned against 
going to the centre.

Am I Called Too?

is then the only possibility of true 
service for those who are willing 
to leave the security and comfort 
of their home and move to such 
places of need? is that the only 
way the gospel can be witnessed 
to? Unfortunately, that is the most 
common impression. Without 
devaluing the enormous sacrifice 
of those who do this, we need to 
also see ‘the call’ as something 
that is a present reality for every 
disciple of Jesus. Some mission-
sending bodies propagate the 
idea that if we cannot ourselves 
go, our role is to only financially 
support those who go. “if i cannot 
go, i can send.” really? this may 
be useful in tapping in on the 
guilt of those who feel they have 
not made enough sacrifice for 
the kingdom and raising financial 
support for missionaries. But this 
is surely not a scriptural idea. it is 
great to go, as well as to support 
those who go, but we cannot get 
ourselves off the hook if we are 
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not fulfilling the personal call of 
god in our lives.

When we responded to the call  
to follow Jesus, we have also en-
listed ourselves to fulfil His mis-
sion on earth. and this includes 
two parts of which the first part is 
living out the christian testimony 
in our appointed place – family, 
study or work, church and place of 
stay. But the second part requires 
engaging in evangelism, disciple-
ship, acts of compassion, social 
justice, creation care, etc. this 
could, to some degree, be part of 
the basic christian testimony. De-
pending on gifting, need, and the 
call, one should be able to focus 
largely on one or more of such 
areas. and very often this does 
not require us to move away from 
where god has already placed us.

arvind is a professional who 
serves in a multi-national bank. 
god blessed arvind and Usha, his 
wife, with a child - an autistic child. 
Both of them have invested a lot of 
time and effort in understanding 
autism to help their child along 
in life. Slowly it dawned upon 
them that there were many other 
parents of autistic children who 
were struggling to deal with this 
challenge. So they started a centre 
for autistic children which would 
also serve as a support group. 
arvind continues with his ‘call’ 
at the bank and invests time to 

provide support and leadership 
for his ‘call’ to serve autistic 
children. Usha and arvind are not 
super-humans. they just decided 
to allow their situation to direct 
their call and so are a blessing to 
many. they are among those who, 
having received comfort, in turn 
comfort others with the comfort 
they themselves have received (2 
cor 1:3-7).

each person who has been 
invited to share in the joy of the 
kingdom has also been invited 
to partake in the work of the 
kingdom as ambassadors. Not 
only as ambassadors, but salt 
and light - both of which makes 
a difference - by just being salt 
and light. to be ignorant of our 
spiritual gifting and personal 
talents and so not serve the King 
would make us accountable for 
the loss in the pool of ‘talents’. 
What if god puts it in our heart to 
go to places of greater darkness 
so that our light will so shine 
before men that they may glorify 
our father in heaven? go! Be the 
yeast of the kingdom wherever 
god calls you!

Cyril Georgeson  
serves with InterServe 

and resides in Mumbai.
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Comprehensive Rural Health Project
(CRHP), Jamkhed, Maharashtra

Jamkhed International Institute for Training &
Research in Community Health & Development

Course on Sustainable
Community Health & Development

August 2017 & Sept 2017 (or Feb 2018)

To improve your community work,learn . . .

the principles (equity, integration, empowerment)
and practice of comprehensive community-based

primary health care (CBPHC) from a sustainable and
international model,by the staff and villagers who

pioneered this transforming experience since 1970.

Transforming Lives – Individuals, Communities!
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notes along 
tHe Journey

Well then, should we 
keep on sinning so 
that god can show us 

more and more of his wonderful 
grace?” (rom.6:1 tLB).

there is a line from an old 
song that george Beverly Shea 
used to sing during the Billy 
graham crusades. it says, “When 
Jesus comes, the tempter’s 
power is broken.” these words 
are so precious to me because 
temptation is so real in my life, 
every day, and the hope that one 
day it will end is so encouraging. 
i have often thought about how 
that will come to be, since only 
our bodies will be gone. the 
thoughts, will they be there? if so, 
they can tempt us, can’t they? or 
perhaps the old nature with all its 
wicked thoughts will be banished 
forever. i don’t know, but the idea 
just thrills me.

temptation is common to all, 
even though the means to entice 
people has changed over the cen-
turies. But I find that some men-
tal mechanics of the temptation 

A TwisT To THE ploT
Temptation is common to all, even though the means to entice 

people has changed over the centuries.

oBY CHEriAn process are as old as eve. in the 
garden of eden, Satan opened his 
argument saying, “Did god really 
tell you not to do something?” in 
other words, “god said that? re-
ally? What a spoilsport god must 
be to keep this good thing from 
you!” The first temptation was 
not the temptation to eat the fruit, 
but the temptation to doubt god’s 
goodness and his love for us. So, 
the next time Satan suggests that 
all the world is having a good time 
and it must be really cheap of god 
to keep this away from us, that’s 
the time when we should hold on 
to our faith in god’s goodness.

after eve’s sensible reply about 
what god had said, Satan did 
not give up; he released the next 
weapon.

“Did god say you will die? 
come on now, the consequences 
can’t be that bad, you will not 
die.” the second temptation is to 
doubt god’s word about the con-
sequences of our actions. i think 
it was Stephen covey who said, 
“While we are free to choose our 
actions, we are not free to choose 
the consequences of our actions.”
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two
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god is telling millions of us, “if 
you sin, you will die.” the Devil 
tells us we won’t. We sin, live on, 
and think that after all the devil 
was right, not knowing that our 
spirit has taken a hit and died a 
little bit, not knowing that on a 
cruel hill Somebody 
did die for it.

there is a clever 
twist to this strategy 
that the Devil has 
introduced for us 
who live in this ‘age of 
grace’. he tells many a 
believer, “Don’t worry, 
you won’t die. there is 
grace and an infinite 
amount of it. So go for 
it this once, you can 
always repent later and his grace 
will cover you.” this is the twist 
in the plot that many fall for, not 
knowing that they cannot wilfully 
stretch grace this way without 
eternal consequences. 

i remember a non-christian 
friend telling his christian friend. 
“You christians always have 
forgiveness, so it’s ok for you, but 
for us there is punishment; so we 
are always afraid to do wrong.”

So, beware of this twist in the 
plot that was first propounded 
by our adversary in the garden 
of eden. “You will die,” says the 
Lord, and this holds good for all 
time. Don’t let the Devil tell you 
otherwise.

So, two of the many 
bulwarks against 
Satan’s temptations 
are, faith in god’s 
goodness and his love 
for us, and faith in his 
word  – that he means 
what he says.

“the Devil said, ‘if 
You are god’s Son, 
jump. it’s written, 
isn’t it, that “he has 
placed you in the care 

of angels to protect you; they will 
catch you; you won’t so much as 
stub your toe on a stone?”’ ‘Yes,’ 
said Jesus, ‘and it’s also written, 
“Don’t you dare tempt the Lord 
your god.”’” (Lk.4:9-11 MSg).

God is telling millions 
of us, “If you sin, you 

will die.” The Devil tells 
us we won’t. We sin, 
live on, and think that 
after all the devil was 

right, not knowing that 
our spirit has taken a hit 
and died a little bit, not 
knowing that on a cruel 
hill Somebody did die 

for it.

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.

A born-again spinster, age 41 years, height 5’4”, mother-tongue Telugu, Commerce 
graduate, qualified Medical Transcriptionist, living in Navi Mumbai, invites marriage 
alliance from a born-again bachelor or widower. He should be considerate, suitably 
qualified and job-oriented. Language and region no bar. Interested person may  
contact: 9833558180

MATRIMONIAL 
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@   KOLKATA -  March 9 & 10, 2017
Topics

• Indian Constitution
• Labour Law and Employee welfare policy
• Children’s Home Management
• Property Management
• Right to Education (RTE)
• Lokpal & Lokayukta Act

Resource Person 
Mr. B D Das 

 (Supreme court advocate)

Local Coordinator: 
Mr. Paul G. Perris 
Ph: 9830 857 920

Registration Fee:   
 `2500

Venue 
Seva Kendra Calcutta 
training centre, 52 B,   

radhanath chowdhury road,  
Kolkata- 700015.

@ BANGALORE -  March 15 & 16, 2017
Topics

• Indian Constitution
• Labour Law and Employee welfare policy
• Children’s Home Management
• Property Management
• Right to Education (RTE)
• Lokpal & Lokayukta Act

Resource Person 
Mr. B D Das 

 (Supreme court advocate)

Local Coordinator: 
Mr. Joshua Amirtharaj 
Ph: 9845 078 889

Registration Fee:   
 ` 2500

Venue 
CRI Brothers Institute 
No. 128/1, Ulsoor road  

Bangalore - 560008.

Fee covers cost of Seminar Materials, Lunch and Tea

Registration fee of ` 1000 to be paid in advance for 
each seminar. 

Balance to be paid at the venue.

Please send the Registration fee by demand draft or 
at par cheque favouring

“CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT”, 
payable at chennai. 
(Net transfer facility available on request)

Director – Training, CIM 
No. 1405, 4th Street,  

golden colony,  
anna Nagar West extn.,  

chennai 600050
044-26251530-33| 

9445922745|  
training@cimindia.in 

LEGAL SEMINAR  for  

Charitable and Religious 
Organisations
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prEpArE THE pEoplE AnD 
THE lEADErs

A godly leader always points to the Lord. 

leadersHIP  
lessons

FROM THE BOOK OF JOSHUA

in Joshua 23, we read about 
a great leader Joshua, who 
was about to pass the torch 

to the next generation. he is now 
around 100 years of age, but the 
interesting thing is that at this 
age he is not thinking 
about himself but 
about the coming 
generations and their 
relationship with the 
Lord.

Remind The Next Generation 
Of What Is Really Important

a godly leader always points to 
the Lord. 

in verses 1-5, Joshua reminds 
the people to look back on what 
god has done in the past, look at 
what he is doing now and be as-
sured of god’s faithfulness in the 
future. this is the most important 
thing in life. to keep the focus on 
god. it is not about us, but about 
god. 

ViJAY THAnGiAH Joshua emphasises that living 
godly is a result of and proceeds 
from believing god

Share What You Have Learned

in Joshua 1:9 we read that the 
Lord spoke to Joshua and told 
him, “Be strong and of a good 
courage.” Now in 23:6 Joshua 

teaches the children of 
israel to be strong in 
the Lord.

in Joshua 1:8, we 
read about the Lord’s instructions 
to Joshua. “this book of the law 
shall not depart from your mouth, 
observe to do all that is written in 
it.” Now in 23:6 Joshua teaches 
the children of israel to be careful 
in obeying the word, without 
turning aside to the right or to 
the left.

Teach The Importance Of 
Loving The Lord And His Word

in verses 8-11, he teaches 
them to cling on to god and 
his word. obeying god and 

Obeying God  
and loving God  

go together.



Light of Life 60 March 2017

d

UPCOMING

CONTACT US

COST

REGISTRATION

VENUE
TIME

THIS SESSION

ACADEMY
PREACHERS

PORVORIM, GOA
15-19 May 2017

TRAINING FOR PASTORS & LAY LEADERS www.pastoraltrainingseminary.org



Light of Life 61 March 2017

loving god go together. Love 
is an action, not just a feeling. 
Believers must make a decisive 
and personal choice to obey 
god! Jesus said in John 14:15, 
“if you love Me, you will keep 
My commandments.”

Warn  About The Consequenc-
es Of Not Obeying The Lord

in verses 8-16 Joshua 
presented the people with two 
consequences. if they obeyed 
the Lord, then the Lord would 
bless them, but if they disobeyed 
the Lord, then he would judge 

them and remove them from the 
land.

Joshua in his final moments tells 
the people, “You have a choice to 
make. You can continue to serve 
god after i’m gone. it’s up to you. 
But you have to choose.”

this is what a godly leader does 
when he hands the torch to the 
next generation. 

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director of Youth 
For Christ.
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After two days of just lying 
there in pain, some workers 
found her and put her on a 
makeshift cot and loaded her 
into their jeep and drove 150 
miles over deep rutted roads 
to find a doctor who could 
set the broken bones. But the 
very bumpy ride damaged 
her bones so badly that her 
hip never completely healed. 
He says, “I visited my mother 
in her mud-covered hut 
several weeks after all of this 
happened. I watched as she 
took two bamboo crutches 
that she had made herself, 
and moved from one place 
to another with her feet just 
dragging behind because 
she had lost all feeling in 
them.” He says, “At age 75, 
with a broken hip, unable 
to stand on her own two 
legs, I thought that I made a 
pretty intelligent suggestion. 
I suggested that she retire.” 
He says, “She turned around 
and looked at me and said, 
‘What value is that? If we try 
to preserve this body just a 
few more years and it is not 
being used for God, of what 
value is that?’ So she kept on 
working. She kept on riding 
her donkey to villages until 
she was 93 years old... And 
she continued to tell people 
about Jesus Christ until she 
died at age 95.”

5. Caleb experienced what God 
had promised!

 He climbed the mountains 
and he defeated the giants 
– he claimed his possession. 
The name of the place Caleb 
inherited used to be called 
Kirjatharba (city of the four 
giants). Now it was named 
Hebron (seat of association 
or fellowship). Caleb refused 
to quit until he had obtained 
everything the Lord had for 
him! He refused to stop until 
he had obtained that place of 
fellowship with God.

 Where are you in your 
personal walk with the 
Lord? Have you entered into 
your victory, or are you still 
wandering around in the 
wilderness struggling day 
to day? God has a place of 
peace and power for you, but 
you must be willing to claim 
your possession. It isn’t for 
the faint-hearted, but it is for 
the faith-hearted. 

 Half-hearted Christians are 
faint-hearted Christians, and 
they never learn to conquer 
the giants in their lives.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.

soul wInnIng MIssIon tHeologICal seMInary
(A Seminary widely known for its Academic & Spiritual excellence)

Puthenkada, Parassala (P.o), tVM, kerala-695502 
Ph: 0471-2202940. e-mail: swmission@yahoo.com

(accredited by ata, nata, Vision International university and swM (usa) and affiliated to Martin   luther Christian 
university under ugC)

adMIssIon Is In Progress For 2017-2018 aCadeMIC year ! 
sCHolarsHIPs and sPonsorsHIPs are aVaIlaBle to all elIgIBle CandIdates !!

Applications are invited from called and committed born-again believers to undergo Theological Studies at a refined 
environment and excellence in English, with the privilege of enjoying a large library with modern computer facilities and 
over 60,000 volumes of selected books.
      Program requirement duration
      M. Th. (NT, Mission and Ministry)                     B. D/ M. Div.  2nd  Class 2 Years
      M. Div. Accredited B.Th. 2nd  Class 2 Years
      M. Div.with secular M.A. B.Th. 2nd Class 3 Years
      B. Th. H.S.L.C/10+2 Passed 3 Years
      B. Th. with secular B.A H.S.L.C/10+2 Passed 4 Years
      Dip. Th. Matric. Passed 2 Years
      C. Th. Matric. Passed 1 Year, And                                        
      D.C.S.towards 2 year B.C.S. under Serampore University. 2 years
We also offer Programs up to B. Th. in Tamil and Malayalam. Extension Programs up to B.Th. and short courses in English 
are offered on Mission and Ministry. Internationally approved curriculum. Evening classes available.  For Prospectus and 
Application Form contact the Registrar with D.D for Rs.100/-. Last date to receive completed application form is March 
15, 2017. 

wanted: lIBrarIans, FaCulty, adMInIstrators, aCadeMIC dean

Applications are invited from experienced Residential Faculty And Academic Dean with M. Th. /Ph. D. in OT, NT, Theology, 
and Religion, and from Librarians. Persons on meritorious background will be placed as per eligibility. Competent pay. We 
also invite applications from experienced candidates for the post of Mission’s Business Manager and Public Relations and 
promotional Officer. Apply with recent resume and photograph to the Principal.

WHEN YOUR VISION IS MISSION, TAKE YOUR PREPARATION IN THE SOUL WINNING MISSION !
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JUBILEE MEMORIAL BIBLE COLLEGE
(An Accredited member of Asia Theological Association)

Offers Dip.Theo. C.Th. B.Th. M.Div.
Applications are invited for the courses commencing in June 2017.

S.No. Course Duration Min. Qualification

1. Master of Divinity
(M.Div.)

3 Years (including
4 months internship) University Degree

2. Master of Divinity
(M.Div.) 2 Years B.Th Graduates with experience

in Ministry
3. Bachelor of Theology (B.Th.) 3 Years 12th Std.
4. Diploma in Theology (Dip.Theo) 2 Years 10th Std.
5. Certificate in Theology (C.Th) 1 Year 10th Std.

All applicants must:
Have a personal experience of the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour and Lord.
Have a personal calling for ministry.
Have a working knowledge of English language.

Other requirements for admission, fees structure, course details, prospectus and application form are
available on the website www.jmbc.ac.in. Kindly send your completed application form along with a
DD/MO for Rs. 100/- as processing fee (payable at Chennai, in favour of Jubilee Memorial Bible College)
to

The Academic Dean,
Jubilee Memorial Bible College, 31, Bible College Main Road,

Urappakkam P.O., Kanchipuram Dist., Chennai, Tamil Nadu-603 210
E-mail: academic.dean@jmbc.ac.in

Mobile: 8122247073, 9941801711

JU
B

IL
EE

MEMORIAL BIBLE

CO
LLE

G
E

MA DRA SIN HI S S T EP S

S. No. Course Duration Min. Qualification
1. Master of Divinity

(M.Div.)

3 Years (including  4  
months internship)

University Degree

2. Master of Divinity

(M.Div.)

2 Years B.th graduates 
with experience in 

Ministry
3. Bachelor of 

theology (B.th.)
3 Years 12th Std.

4. Diploma in 
theology (Dip.

theo)

2 Years 10th Std.

5. Certificate in 
theology (c.th)

1 Year 10th Std.

All applicants must:

 Have a personal experience of the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour and 
Lord.

 Have a personal calling for ministry.

 Have a working knowledge of English language.

other requirements for admission, fees structure, course details, 
prospectus and application form are available on the website www.jmbc.
ac.in. Kindly send your completed application form along with a DD/Mo 
for rs. 100/- as processing fee (payable at chennai, in favour of Jubilee 
Memorial Bible College) to

the academic Dean, 
Jubilee Memorial Bible college, 31, Bible college Main road, 

Urappakkam P.o., Kanchipuram Dist., chennai, tamil Nadu-603 210 
e-mail: academic.dean@jmbc.ac.in 
Mobile: 8122247073, 9941801711

JUBILEE MEMORIAL  
BIBLE COLLEGE

(an accredited member of asia theological association)
Offers Dip.Theo. C.Th. B.Th. M.Div. 

applications are invited for the courses commencing in June 2017.
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2 Kings ch.15 to 25 & 2 chronicles ch.26 to 36. 
the New international Version (iBS) or Zondervan

J. FREDRIC DAWSON

Crossword 36

answers received after 5th april 2017 will not be considered.

Send in your answers with Bible references by e-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, 
to reach Light of Life, Post Box 4576, 21-YMca road, Mumbai central, Mumbai 400008, not 
later than April 5, 2017. Please indicate your name, address and Light of Life Subscription 
Number while sending the answers. 

1 2 3 4 5

6

7 8

9

10 11

12

13 14

15

Clues Across

1. “in the fourteenth year of King hezekiah’s 
reign, ….……….. king of assyria attacked 
all fortified cities of Judah and captured 
them.” (2Kgs. ch.       v.        )

6. Nebuzaradan was the ………… of the 
imperial guard, an official of the king of 
Babylon. 2 Kgs. ch.        v.         )

7. “Did the gods of the nations that were 
destroyed by my fore fathers deliver them: 
the gods of gozen, haran, rezeph and the 
people of …….who were in telassar?”  
(2 Kgs. ch.       v.       )

8. “also conaniah along with Shemaiah and 
Nathenel, his brother, and hashabiah, 
……. and Jozabad, the leaders of the 
Levites provided five thousand Passover 
offerings” (2 Chro. ch.    v.   )

10. “So Jehoiachin put aside his prison clothes 
and the rest of his life …. regularly at the 
king’s table.” (2 Kgs. ch.       v.        )

11. Menahem, king of israel, reigned in israel 
for …… years. (2 Kgs. ch.      v.        )

13. “He set fire to the temple of the Lord, 
the royal palace and all the houses of 

Jerusalem. every …………. building he 
burned down.”  (2 Kgs. ch.        v.       )        

15. “they have paid out the money that 
was in the temple of the Lord and have 
entrusted it to the ………………. and 
workers.” (2 chro. ch.       v.       )

Clues Down

1. “Some of the Levites were …………., scribes 
and door-keepers.” (2 chro. ch.      v.       )

2.  “The ……. of the burnt offerings the 
assembly brought  was 70 bulls, 100 rams 
and 200 male lambs, all of them for burnt 
offerings to the Lord.” (2 chro. ch.   v.       )   

3. “So Uriah the priest built an altar in 
accordance with all the plans that King 
…….had sent from Damascus.” (2 Kgs.  
ch.         v.        )

4. “Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old 
when he became king, and he reigned in 
Jerusalem for ………. years. his mother’s 
name was Zebidah daughter of Pedaiah.”  
(2 Kgs. ch.        v.      ) 

5. “the ………… broke up the bronze pillars, 
the movable stands and the bronze sea 
that were in the temple of the Lord, and 
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required
Committed Believers With Dedication For Service To God Willing To Serve In Different 

Parts Of North India As Pastors, Youth Pastors Cum Worship Leaders, Principal, Head 
Master/Mistress, Teachers, Ministry Leaders-Cum-Accounts Assistants 

Interested Candidates May Send In Their Detailed Resumes To: 

Teamnioffice@Gmail.Com  
Or Call (0)  957 513 8298

TO LET 
FOR CHRISTIAN ORGANISATIONS

900 sq. ft. space: first floor, three halls, two wash rooms, one cafeteria, two 
balconies, fully tiled, electric fittings, parking, public conveyance on gate, all other 

facilities, market, hospitals nearby. Property on the main road.

address: 
a-559 Lekh raj Marg, near Lekh raj Market, ccD indra Nagar, Lucknow 226016, 

U.P. contact: Mr. Patrick John, Mobile 9696175885

CALCUTTA BIBLE COLLEGE
 (Programs accredited by asia theological association) 

trains men and women for the christian Ministries through the following programmes 
commencing from June 2017

COURSE DURATION QUALIFICATION

Master of Divinity (ata) 3  Years any University Degree
Master of Divinity (ata) 2  Years B.th(ata) with Second class  “B”
Bachelor of theology (ata) 3  Years 10+2 or equivalent

• All courses are conducted in English.
• Application form is available on request by email to calcuttabiblecollege@hotmail.com
• Cost of Application Form Rs.100/=.
• Students should pass the entrance exam in English, General Knowledge & Bible 

Knowledge. 
• Students from Non-ATA background will have to pass the qualifying exam.
• Application forms duly filled must reach our office before 15th april, 2017.

Faculty needed for Old Testament Dept., preferably a married person.

Contact: The Registrar Office Phone: 033 –22362747 
 calcutta Bible college email:  calcuttabiblecollege@hotmail.com 
 31, B.B.ganguly Street
 Kolkata 700 012. WB
 cell:09830492267
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they carried the bronze to Babylon.”  
(2 Kgs.   ch.        v.         )

9. “You must always …. careful to keep the 
decrees and ordinances, the laws and 
commands he wrote for you.” (2 Kgs.   ch.       
v.       )

10.  “and hezekiah prayed to the Lord, “o 
Lord, god of israel, enthroned between 
the cherubim, you … are god over all the 
kingdoms of the earth.” (2 Kgs. ch.   v.        )

12. “the king of egypt did not march out from 
his own country again because king of 
Babylon had taken all the territory from 
the …… of egypt to the euphrates river.  
(2 Kgs. ch.        v.      )

14. “they forsook all the commands of the 
Lord their god and made for themselves 
…….. idols cast in the shape of calves and 
an asherah pole.” (2 Kgs. ch.       v.       )

Answers to Crossword No.34 (1Kings ch.12 to 22 & 2Chronicles ch.10 to 20)
Clues across: Clues down:

1.Philistines (2chro.17:11) 1.possessions (1Kgs.13:8)
7.split (1Kgs.13:3) 2.ill (1Kgs.17:17)
8.die (1Kgs.19:4) 3.intercede (1Kgs.13:6)
9. horns (2chro.15:14) 4.treasures (2chro.12:9)
10.up (1Kgs.16:2) 5.Nadab (1Kgs.15:28)
11.stone (1Kgs.21:10) 6.Shemiramoth (2chro.17:8&9)
12.asa (2chro.15:16) 12.and(1Kgs.19:3)
13.oppressed (2chro.16:10) 14.set (1Kgs.20:42)
16.seventeenth (1Kgs.22:51) 15.eye (i Kgs.15:34)

All correct

Jalaja Sulochana, hyderabad, telan.
cristy inbaraj, chennai, tN.
Jasmine christopher, Pune, Mah.
archibald J. Smith, cuttack, odi.
M. edwin, coimbatore tN.
D. alexander, Mumbai, Mah.
a.Sunderraj, ambernath (e), Mah.
Viola Kumar, Secunderabad, telan.
rita i. hukkeri, Mangalore, Kar.
Monica Divakar, Solapur, Mah.
Daniel S. Sorna, Mumbai, Mah.
Suresh K. Silas, Yadgiri, Kar. 
Lesley J. Birnur, hubli, Kar.
Daisy t. Michael, coimbatore, tN.
John S. andrews, Sangli, Mah.

elcy Johnas, thane (W), Mah. (clues across-
11 stone 1Kgs.21:10)
D. hillel Johnson, Vellore, tN. (clues 
across-8 die 1Kgs.19:4)
Veda Kumari, West godavari, aP. (clues 
Down-3 intercede 1Kgs.13:6)
Vathsala J. Kotian, Mumbai, Mah. (clues 
Down-15 eye 1Kgs.15:34)
g. Susan abraham, hyderabad, telan. (clues 
Down-6 Shemiramoth 2chro.17:8&9)

Sushila Muller, coimbatore, tN.
chandra K. Mohan, Nagercoil, tN.
John amarnath Lal, allahabad, UP.
Licy oommachan, Bhopal, MP.
thelma roberts, hyderabad, telan.
ivor Valentine, Mumbai, Mah.
Daisy frank, Vadodara, guj.
Jayakumar U., Secunderabad, telan.
anjali Sahu, cuttack, odi.
Dolly S. roy, Vadodara, guj.
elizabeth J. Varghese, Mumbai, Mah.
Portia Syiemiong, Shillong, Megh.
celina S. Joshi, gandhinagar, guj.
Linda r. Khongwir, Shillong Megh.
i.Devanayagam, tirunelveli, tN.

Biswa r. Mohanty, Jamshedpur, Jharkh. 
(clues across-11 stone 1Kgs.21:10)
K. P. Mohandas, Bidar, Kar. (clues Down-15 
eye 1Kgs.15:34)
regina L. Victor, Ponda, goa. (clues across-
11 stone 1Kgs.21:10)
arun J. Samuel, Mumbai, Mah. (clues 
across-11 stone 1Kgs.21:10)

One error

Note on Clues Across-11: The correct word is ‘stone’ as found in 1Kgs.21:10, and not ‘stoned’.
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News

Church Divorces Illegal

(TOI): the Supreme court 
has held that divorce decrees 
granted by ecclesiastical 
tribunals or church courts have 
no legal sanctity, dismissing a 
4-year-old plea filed by Catholic 
advocate clarence Pais seeking 
legal sanctity for church divorce 
decrees. this means anyone 
remarrying after such a divorce 
decree would be committing the 
offence of bigamy.

the Sc had ruled that “unless 
Divorce act recognises the 
jurisdiction, authority or 
power of ecclesiastical tribunal  
(sometimes known as church 
court),  any order or decree 
passed by such tribunal cannot 
be binding on the courts which 
have been recognised under the 
provisions of the Divorce act 
to exercise power in respect of 
granting divorce and adjudicating 
in respect of matrimonial 
matters.”

Refugees Baptised

(Internet):  clad in white at 
a Berlin church, asylum seekers 
Saeed, Veronica, farida and Matin 
were just about to become chris-
tians. “Do you believe from the 

bottom of your heart that Jesus 
christ is your Lord and Saviour, 
and will you follow him every 
day of your life?” Pastor Matthias 
Linke asked them. “if so, say yes.”

all four replied with a frank “Ja”, 
to the enthusiastic applause of 
the faithful at the free evangelical 
church, and were plunged head-
to-toe into a baptism basin. “i am 
very, very happy, i feel... how to 
say?” said 20-year-old iran native 
Matin right after his baptism, 
placing his hand on his chest.

Muslim refugees have been 
taking the same step throughout 
germany, where nearly 900000 
asylum seekers arrived in 2015. 
Church leaders have confirmed 
a notable, though not huge, trend 
upward, but have not provided 
statistics.

“in our diocese, there are 
several groups of refugees who 
are preparing for baptism, 
and there are more and more 
requests,” said felix goldinger, a 
catholic priest in Speyer, south-
western germany. Many come 
from iran and afghanistan, some 
from Syria or eritrea, he said. “i 
am currently handling a group 
of 20 people, but i do not know 
how many will go through until 
baptism,” he said. over the course 
of their preparations, which 
last nearly a year in goldinger’s 
diocese, potential converts are 
encouraged to weigh their own 
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motivations. “During this period, 
it is important that they examine 
their original religion, islam, 
and the reasons why they want 
to change it,” he said. “We are 
obviously pleased that people 
want to be baptised, but it is very 
important for us that they are 
sure of their decision.”

goldinger said that “many peo-
ple recall what they have experi-
enced in their country”, including 
“terrorist acts committed in the 
name of religion. they see chris-
tianity as a religion of love and 
respect for life.”

Gender-Neutral God 

(TOI): an oxford University 
college for priests has issued a 
new inclusive language policy, 
calling on its students to use 
gender-neutral terminology when 
referring to God. Wycliffe Hall, 
which trains clergy for the church 
of england, recommends that ‘the 
one who’ be used instead of ‘he’ 
for god and advocates choosing 

hymns in which references to 
‘son’ can be changed to ‘child’. the 
policy also wants to replace words 
like ‘mankind’ with ‘humankind’.

Court Acquits Suspects

(HT): a Pakistani court  
acquitted 112 suspects in the 
2013 torching of christian homes 
in the eastern city of Lahore 
over a rumour that one of the 
residents there had blasphemed. 
in March 2013 more than 125 
homes in Lahore’s Josep colony 
were burned by a mob of more 
than 3000 Muslims responding 
to rumours that a local christian 
man, Sawan Masih, had made 
derogatory remarks about the 
prophet Mohammad. No one 
was killed in the incident, but 
there was widespread damage 
to the property of the mostly 
destitute christians living in the 
neighbourhood. two churches 
and dozens of Bibles were also 
desecrated in the attack.

DEBATE QUESTION
WHY IS IT DANGEROUS TO CONSULT ASTROLOGERS?

Send your brief, reasoned opinion based on the Bible, to our postal or  
e-mail address. Whoever you are and whatever your view may be, we want to hear 
from you. So, write in!

(If the opinion is too long, we will be constrained to cut it down. If you have a 
question that you would like debated in this column, please write or e-mail to us. 
Thank you.)

Light of Life 
21, YMca road, P. o. Box 4576, Mumbai central, Mumbai 400 008. 
E-mail: lightoflife1@rediffmail.com or lightoflife2777@gmail.com
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WANLESS HOSPITAL, MIRAJ MEDICAL  
CENTRE, MIRAJ 416 410.

URGENTLY REQUIRED 

TREASURER
Eligibility : ACA/AICWA with six years experience in finance in a senior position.

OR M.B.A. (finance) & M.Com having 8 years experience in finance in a senior position in 
Mission hospital. 
Age Limit : upto 45 years.
Salary: commensurate with experience & negotiable. P.f., gratuity, Medical reimbursement 
etc. according to rules.

FINANCE OFFICER
Eligibility : ACA/AICWA/M.B.A.(finance)/M.Com fresh or with experience in finance. 
Age Limit : upto 45 years.
Salary: commensurate with experience & negotiable P.f., gratuity, Medical reimbursement 
etc. according to rules.

Accommodation will be provided. 
Spouse could be absorbed in hospital services, if eligible. 

Preference will be given to Christian Candidate.

Apply to:   Dr. Nathaniel S. Sase, Director   
Ph. No.: (0233) 2222548 Fax : (0233) 2223413   

 e-mail: wanlesshospital@dataone.in, wanlesshospital@rediffmail.com
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The digital version of the magazine is available as a PDF 
document, which is an exact copy of the print version. The 
document will be password protected and placed for download 
on the Light of Life web site at www.lightoflife-india.com/dm/
dm.html at the beginning of each month. 

The password will be intimated to the subscribers each month 
by e-mail. The document will be available on the site for that 
month and will be replaced by the latest issue each month.

Quite a few subscribers have switched over to the digital 
version of the magazine, and we understand that they are happy 
with the clarity and presentation of its contents. Moreover, this 
eliminates the problem of non-delivery of the magazine by the 
postal staff.

We request you to share this information with your relatives 
and friends, the youngsters in particular, and encourage them to 
subscribe for the digital version of the magazine. Thank you.

The current subscription rate is Rs.200 per year. You can 
subscribe by electronic bank transfer to Light of Life savings 
bank account No.003601021256 (IFSC Code ICIC0000036) 
in the Maratha Mandir Branch of ICICI Bank, followed by 
intimating the details by e-mail to

lightoflife1@rediffmail.com or lightoflife2777@gmail.com
Or, you can send the subscription through cheque/DD, drawn 

in favour of Light of Life Magazine, to 21 YMCA Road, 
Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400 008; but it is important that you 
send us your e-mail as well as postal address.

Editorial Board

Digital Magazine
Light of Life
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