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LETTERS

YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Spiritually Blessed
Greetings in Jesus’ name. I am a 

regular reader of LOL since many 
years and spiritually blessed by its 
articles. Dr. Oby Cherian’s article 
What Is Love? (LOL January 2016) 
is excellent and awesome. The 
introduction and illustration are so 
good, with complete practicality. 
May God bless all the writers and 
the LOL family.

Arnest S. Christian, Ahmedabad.

A Blessing
Thank you for all the trouble you 

are taking to make the of Light of Life 
magazine a blessing to the readers. 
God bless you all abundantly.

 Daisy T. Michael, Coimbatore.

Light of Life Web Site
Greetings to Light of Life team! 
It was nice to see your web site. 

I’m very glad to have known such a 
powerful way of ministry. Though 
I don’t know much about your 
ministry, the web site helped me 
get a few details.

May God richly bless each one 
who is a part of this ministry, 
working hard to advance His 
kingdom. May He meet them at 
their point of need.

May God bless all! And all 
precious angels said... Amen! 
Fondest regards.

Abburi Swathi (Via e-mail)
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A NATURAL ‘CHRISTIAN’

T he term ‘Christian’ 
means many things to 
different people, varying 

from someone who has a ‘Chris-
tian’ name or who was born in a 
‘Christian’ family to one who is a 
child of God through being born 
again. It was first used to describe 
the disciples of Christ in the ear-
ly church in Antioch (Acts 11:26), 
who had left their earlier ways of 
life and religious beliefs and had 
chosen to follow Jesus Christ. If 
we use the term to refer to those 
who have ‘Christ in’ them, we 
can see that only those who have 
been born again (Jn.3:5) can be 
considered as Christians in the 
truest sense of the word.

But we do have to be realistic 
and recognise that a whole lot of 
people consider themselves as 
Christians and also are accepted 
as such by many others. But the 
fact is that even among those 
who have been born again, the 
Bible refers to three types of peo-
ple, depending on how they live. 

Those who are led by the Holy 
Spirit are spiritual (Gk. pneuma-
tikos), those who live according 
to their carnal nature are carnal 
or fleshly (Gk. sarkinos), and those 
who merely follow their natural 
human instincts are natural (Gk. 
psuchikos) (1Cor.2:14;3:1). Just 
because someone is born again, 
he or she does not automatically 
become spiritual. Also, ‘reli-
gious’ people who follow exter-
nal forms such as reading the 
Bible, praying, attending church 
regularly, etc., are not necessar-
ily spiritual. Only when they 
yield to the leading of the Holy 
Spirit and set their minds on the 
things of the Spirit (Rom.8:5,6), 
can they become spiritually 
minded. It is a sobering thought 
to realise that even after being 
born again people can walk ac-
cording to the flesh, in a carnal 
manner, or in a natural, human 
manner relying on their own 
knowledge and understanding. 
Carnal people are easier to iden-
tify from their behaviour, but 
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‘natural’ people are more dif-
ficult to spot because in many 
ways they may outwardly look 
like spiritual people.

Imagine a Christian studying 
the Bible using his natural abili-
ties, even learning Hebrew and 
Greek, and interpreting doc-
trines without any help from 
the Holy Spirit. It will be only 
his intellectual powers that he 
will use in this study, just as he 
does in the study of other sub-
jects. He may look at verses as a 
lawyer looks at legal books, try-
ing to identify all the nuances. 
Or he may look at the Bible as if 
it was a science text book, giving 
weightage to each word in a lit-
eral sense without understand-
ing the spirit of the passage or 
what God is trying to convey. 
Others may recognise such 
people for their knowledge or 
scholarship and they may even 
be considered as authorities on 
certain subjects. The problem 
is that the Bible which was in-
spired by the Holy Spirit needs 
the same Holy Spirit to reveal 
His truths to us (2Pet.1:20,21). 
However clever we are, or how-
ever much we have accumulated 
knowledge, our natural abilities 
are not enough to understand 
the things of God (1Cor.2:14). 
Unless we are born again, we 
have only natural eyes, and 
with these we cannot even ‘see’ 
the kingdom of God (Jn.3:3).

It is understandable how 
people who are not born again, 
those who do not have the Holy 
Spirit, try to understand the 
Bible with their own abilities. 
But it also happens that we who 
are born of God do not always 
yield ourselves to the Spirit of 
God, and so, in effect, what we 
come out with may be a mixture 
of the natural and the spiritual! 
The more spiritual a man has 
become, the less carnal or natu-
ral he will remain.

Now imagine a religious 
minded man wanting to live a 
godly life. If he repents of his 
sins and puts His trust in Jesus, 
he can be born again and become 
a child of God. Then he can have 
the Spirit of God leading him, 
opening the eyes of his under-
standing so that he begins to see 
things in the way God looks at 
them (Jn.3:3;Eph.1:17,18). But if 
he depends on his own intellec-
tual abilities to understand God 
and obey Him, he is likely to 
become a ‘Pharisee’ who under-
stands only the letter of the law 
without getting any insight into 
its spirit. Outwardly he looks 
like a very godly man because 
of the strict way he tries to fol-
low his religion.

Look at people who are doing 
great social service in the name 
of Jesus. Can we say only born 
again Christians do social work? 
We do recognise the fact that 
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many Christians are driven by 
their love for God to do social 
work, and many movements that 
have brought about great social 
reformation have come up from 
godly Christians. But social work 
can also be done by ‘natural’ 
people who feel concerned about 
social evil, those who want to 
earn ‘points’ with God, those 
who want to impress others, or 
those who want to compensate 
for their wrong deeds! Jesus 
even talked about 
those who did 
miracles and 
cast out demons 
whom He did not 
know as His own. 
Obviously, they 
did not know Him 
either.

Then there are 
others who make 
up great plans for 
the kingdom of 
God using bright 
ideas that come up in their natu-
ral mind. There are those who 
equate ‘church planting’ with 
building halls, those who try to 
compensate for lack of anointing 
with homiletics, and others who 
bring out innovative schemes 
for expanding the church in the 
same way marketing executives 
plan their outreach. There are 
those who ‘mechanise’ church 
management with member da-
tabase, tracking attendance, 
distributing sermons electroni-

cally, organising leadership hi-
erarchically, etc., and imagine 
that they are serving God keep-
ing up with the times. Where 
is the place for the Holy Spirit 
to touch the hearts of people 
and bring about conviction and 
transformation?

Let us think specially about 
the possibility that we who 
know God are living much or 
part of our lives following our 
natural instincts. When we fol-

low our natural 
abilities we look 
at ‘things that are 
seen’, the tangible 
things, and miss 
the things of the 
Spirit which are 
outside the natural 
realm. We reason 
out things, we feel 
a certain way, and 
then we act accord-
ingly. What we 
must remember 

is that what we do in this way 
may not be ‘wrong’, because we 
have a certain sense of right and 
wrong. We can follow a natu-
ral understanding of what the 
words of the Bible say, and we 
may miss what comes by faith. 
It is only when we put ourselves 
under the authority of the Holy 
Spirit when we begin to see also 
things that are not seen. A. W. 
Tozer said, “At what point, then, 
does a theological fact become 
for the one who holds it a life-

There are those who 
equate ‘church planting’ 
with building halls, those 

who try to compensate 
for lack of anointing with 

homiletics, and others 
who bring out innovative 
schemes for expanding the 

church in the same way 
marketing executives plan 

their outreach. 
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scient and omnipotent, but also
sovereign, doing whatever He
pleases (Ps.115:3). No one can
control Him or tell Him what He
should do. At the same time He
answers our prayers and acts
according to our request! He
tells us to ask whatever we want,
but answers us if we pray ac-
cording to His will
(Jn.14:13;1Jn.5:14,15).

This mystery of prayer has
puzzled people throughout
times. Some argue that we
need not pray anything be-
cause anyway God will do
what He wants, and others in-
sist that God will do whatever
we ask. Many times we don't
get what God wants us to get
because we don't ask, and at
other times God doesn't an-
swer because we ask wrongly
(Jas.4:2,3). Many times God
gives us what we need even
without our asking (Mt.5:45).
God's truth here has many
sides, and it would not be right
to take one sided views by ne-
glecting the other sides.

Leaders And Servants
In the kingdom of God, the

greatest ones are those who
serve all (Lk.22:24-27)! Jesus
said that in the world leaders
would lord it over the others,
but in His kingdom they would
serve the others
(Matt.20:25,26). For leaders to
serve seems to be a contradic-
tion in idea as well as practice.
When we look around we see
many Christian leaders who do

not seem to have understood
this and who go on lording it
over the others in their pursuit
of the top position.

Equal But Different
When it comes to husbands

and wives, there is equality in
God's eyes (Gal.3:28), yet there
are differences in roles, and
wives are to submit to their
husbands who are their heads
(Eph.5:22,23)! Some men find
it difficult to accept the fact of
equality and consider women
as if they were an inferior cre-
ation. Some women fight for
equality and find it difficult to
think of submitting to their
husbands. Yet both are truths
from God's word. Actually if
husbands love their wives as
Christ loves the church it
makes it easier for their wives
to submit to them, and if the
wives submit, it makes it
easier for the husbands to love
them!

Conclusion
There would be many other

similar examples we can take
from the Bible. But what this
shows us is that we should re-
sist the temptation to make too
much of a truth which we like
without looking to see if there
are other truths we need in or-
der to get a balanced view.

Jacob Ninan enjoys writing,
speaking and counselling.

giving truth? At the point where 
obedience begins. When faith 
gains the consent of the will to 
make an irrevocable committal 
to Christ as Lord, truth begins 
its saving, illuminating work; 
and not one moment before.”

It is not enough to be good in 
our own eyes and in the eyes of 
other people. We need to become 
godly. We never become God, or 
even ‘gods’ as some false teachers 
say. But we need to let the Holy 
Spirit mould us into the image 
of Jesus Christ, starting from 
the inside. Our 
conscience will 
become more and 
more sensitive as 
we recognise things 
as wrong which we 
used to do happily 
before (Heb.5:14). 
God begins to give 
us insight into 
our motives and 
intentions which 
we did not pay attention to 
before (1Cor.2:15). We begin to 
‘hate’ ourselves and admire God 
more for receiving us by grace. 
We begin to think of other people 
and their needs in such a way 
that we are willing to sacrifice 
our own needs in the process 
of helping them (Php.2:3,4). 
We begin to understand God’s 
ways and hear His voice as we 
meditate on His word. That is 
how a spiritual Christian grows 
and lives.

The apostle Paul was very 
aware of the danger of doing 
things merely from his natural 
abilities, because he knew that 
it could not really impart any-
thing eternal to the others. So, 
as he preached, he deliberately 
avoided using human tech-
niques that would impress his 
listeners (1Cor.2:3-5). In other 
words, he depended not on him-
self but the Holy Spirit to give 
him the right attitude and the 
right words, and to work in the 
hearts of the listeners. Can we, 

in these days, af-
ford to ignore this 
truth and move 
over to depending 
on techniques and 
impressive pre-
sentations? And, 
when we do that, 
can we blame God 
for not bringing 
the same mighty 
results from our 
work that other 

‘uneducated, unskilled’ men 
have produced from their work 
(Acts4:13)? The truth should 
come home to our hearts that 
says, “Neither the one who 
plants nor the one who waters is 
anything, but God who causes 
the growth” (1Cor.3:7).

It is not enough to be good 
in our own eyes and in the 

eyes of other people. We 
need to become godly. We 
never become God, or even 

‘gods’ as some false teachers 
say. But we need to let the 
Holy Spirit mould us into 
the image of Jesus Christ, 
starting from the inside.
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CHURCH IN THE WORLD OR 
WORLD IN THE CHURCH?

Binoy Kumar Muduli
God will brook no rival in our hearts.

Today the church of 
Christ stands on the 
cross-roads of identity 

crisis. Plagued by the spirit 
of modernism, the church 
is struggling between two 
schools of thought – the cost 
of discipleship and comforts of 
modernism.

Paul said, “The Spirit clearly 
says that in later times some will 
abandon the faith and follow 
deceiving spirits and things 
taught by demons” (1Tim.4:1).

We are living in apostate times 
like never before. The Greek 
word for ‘abandon’ or ‘depart’ 
in 1 Timothy 4:1 is aphistemi, 
meaning‘to withdraw one’s self 
from, to keep one’s self from, to 
shun, flee from.’ This Scripture 
is saying that some believers 
will shun the Gospel message 
altogether and choose to remain 
in their sins. How shall we 
escape if we ignore such a great 
salvation (Heb.2:3)?

We read in 1Timothy 4:1 that 
those who reject the truth of 
God’s word will give heed to 

‘seducing spirits’ and ‘doctrines 
of devils.’ This describes 95% 
of our society today. The word 
‘heed’ in Greek is prosekho, 
meaning ‘to apply one’s self to, 
attach one’s self to, hold or cleave 
to a person or a thing’. Christians 
who reject the truth of God’s 
word are attaching themselves 
to doctrines of devils. In the 
name of so-called modern 
life-style, we are subjecting 
ourselves to eternal damnation 
and judgment!

Jesus commands us to search 
the Scriptures (Jn.5:39). It’s very 
interesting that people need 
to believe something. While 
you may think that the wicked 
would just reject the truth 
of God’s word and be done 
with it, the truth is that they 
all seek another god, another 
philosophy, another spirit, 
another gospel. These days we 
hear a lot about spirituality, 
behind which are the demonic 
and seducing spirits which 
enslave their victims. The Holy 
Spirit of God the Bible talks 
about has nothing to do with 
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the spirituality the world offers. 
The only way to discern these 
spirits is with the inspired word 
of God. That’s the main reason 
God gave us the Bible—to light 
our path (Psa.119:105) in this 
dark, dreary world and show 
us the way of salvation. God’s 
word is truth (Jn.17:17).

Those who are enslaved by 
the doctrine of the devil have 
become so depraved that they 
have the audacity to say,“God 
is a gay,” and justify live-in 
relationships. The reprobate 
Playboy founder, Hugh Hefner, 
declared himself “a pretty moral 
guy”!

The word ‘holiness’is a strange 
sounding word to some of the 
present generation Christians, 
who have lost track of their God-
given identity as chosen people, 
royal priesthood and a holy 
nation – people belonging to 
God! (1Pet.2:9). The Greek word 
for church is ecclesia, meaning 
those who are chosen, called 
and separated from the world.

The apostle John in his first 
epistle (2:15;5:19) refers to the 
‘world’ as the human system 
opposed to God’s purposes, 
and under the control of the evil 
one.

Jesus said that the church 
built on His precious blood 
is supposed to be salt of the 

earth and light of the world 
(Matt.5:13,14). Sadly, instead 
of the church influencing the 
modern worldly systems and 
philosophies, the world has 
crept into the church life and 
overpowered it. Concerning this 
worldliness, the Scripture warns 
us clearly, “You adulteresses, 
do you not know that friendship 
with the world is hostility 
toward God? Therefore whoever 
wishes to be a friend of the 
world makes himself an enemy 
of God” (Jas.4:4) and “Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of 
your mind” (Rom.12:2).

Some of the forms of 
worldliness that have gradually 
and steadily crept into the 
churches today find their 
expression as follows:

Selfish Desire
This is a source of disharmony 

in families and churches. James 
asks a question and answers 
it thus, “What is the source of 
quarrels and conflicts among 
you? Is not the source your 
pleasures that wage war in your 
members?” Selfish desire for 
satisfaction is a source of disunity 
and disharmony in the church as 
well as in the individual. When 
we come into a church and 
see believers estranged from 
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one another, when we see 
factions in a local congregation 
or in a denomination, it no 
longer surprises us! Modern 
life-style based on man-made 
philosophies is the product of 
man’s lust for selfish pleasure 
and satisfaction. James’ probing 
question and its answer bring 
out the tragic reality of an 
apostate church.

Broken Relationships 
The evidence of the hidden sins 

of hatred, jealousy and selfish 
motives is broken relationships 
between individuals and 
families, and conflicts in the 
church. James goes on to say 
that the good life cannot be had 
without true wisdom and true 
fellowship, and that selfishness 
destroys them both. How do 
you know if you have an inward 
problem of worldliness? Look at 
your broken relationships, says 
James (4:2). Covetousness and 
envy are essentially selfish; they 
represent a self-focused, self-
centred existence. While the first 
principle of true wisdom is fear 
of the Lord, the first principle of 
worldliness is self-glory.

Apostasy
God will brook no rival in our 

hearts. Worldliness is spiritual 
adultery. If you are espoused 

to Christ and be joined to 
another at the same time, it 
is the sin of adultery. Good 
life and true wisdom cannot 
go together for those who are 
worldly and selfish. God’s Spirit 
indwells us and deserves total 
occupation. He doesn’t want 
a part of you; He wants all of 
you. Friendship with the world 
is enmity with God.

Seductive modernism is 
poisonous! Modernists are 
false prophets and modernism 
is religious liberalism! These 
people, who claim to know God, 
deny the fundamental doctrines 
of the Christian faith. Others 
aren’t sure if there is a God, but 
they claim to be spiritual. In these 
perilous times of apostasy, let us 
diligently contend for the faith 
as believers and save ourselves 
and the church of Christ from 
the coming wrath of God. The 
Lord says, “And I will punish 
the world for their evil, and the 
wicked for their iniquity; and I 
will cause the arrogance of the 
proud to cease, and will lay low 
the haughtiness of the terrible” 
(Isa.13:11).

Binoy Kumar Muduli  
is the Founder-Director, 
Hope India Foundation, 

and lives in Bhubaneswar.
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DESTINY UNDETERMINED!
Ebinesh Jezreel

Unleash the true destiny for a triumphant journey!

Life of a man from times 
unknown has been 
compared to a journey. 

A journey has an initiation, a 
course and a termination. The 
journey of every man on earth 
commences, likely or unlikely, 
the very moment he steps into 
this gloomy world with a cry. 
All that matters is the course 
of journey and the destination. 
Destiny designs the journey. 
Ultimately, knowing the destiny 
is imperative!

“Bye, I’ll call you later,” I  ended 
the call, seated in a national 
conference, awaiting the arrival 
of guests for the inauguration. 
The moment I terminated the 
call, I saw the entire crowd 
rising to their feet with a great 
applause. So did I. I happened 
to see a group of around six 
people escorted by the popularly 
known ‘black cats’, moving 
towards the dais. The delegates 
occupied their seats on the dais. 
The distinguished chief guest, 
one of the most inspirational 
icons of the nation, stepped 
out for his address. I heard 
him speak about ‘the power 
of purpose’. Concurrently, my 
mind pondered about knowing 

‘the purpose’. Primarily, it is 
essential to know the purpose to 
understand its power.

Whenever I meet any kid, 
I ask him, “What is your aim 
or goal?” and hear him say 
“an engineer,” “a doctor,” “a 
scientist,” etc. The same question 
started worrying me since then. 
I tried replying it with a myriad 
of answers. But I was seldom 
convinced. What is the purpose 
of our life on earth? The answer 
to this question has always 
been incomplete, unreached 
or undeciphered. One of my 
friends updated his WhatsApp 
status, “Work hard till you need 
not introduce yourself.” Is life 
all about earning fame, money 
and wealth? An ancient Sanskrit 
anecdote goes this way, “When 
you were born, you cried while 
the world rejoiced. Live your life 
in such a way that when you die, 
the world cries and you rejoice.” 
Does this make it complete? 
I thought it did, but then I 
wondered, what is that ‘such a 
way’ it is talking about? Having 
been in a pursuit for almost 
a month to find a complete 
answer, I ended up searching 
the Scriptures, the word of God 
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(which infact should have been 
my first approach). And there 
the destiny was unleashed!

The Bible describes the goal 
of life in two verses (Php.3:14; 
2 Cor.5:9). Philippians 3:14 says 
that the goal of our life is to ‘win 
the prize’, the prize of eternal life. 
But 2 Corinthians 5:9 elaborates 
the way to win the prize, i.e., ‘to 
please God’.

At this point arises another 
question, “How to please God?” 
1 Thessalonians 4:3-11 and 1 
Peter4 are two of the passages 
in the Bible that instruct us how 
to please God. What should I do 
for God to be pleased with me?

Be Sanctified
Paul says, it is the will of 

God for us to be sanctified 
(1Thes.4:3). According to 
the Oxford dictionary, to be 
sanctified  means to be set 
apart, to be consecrated, to be 
free from sins. In the current 
scenario, Christianity is being 
compromised at most instances 
to get acclimatised with the 
earthly perspective. As a 
medical student, I routinely 
end up discussing concerns 
over teenage drinking with my 
colleagues. Tales of teenage 
girls and boys returning from 
parties, unable to stand up, and 
certainly unable to take care of 
themselves, are commonplace. 

Also, there is a trend among the 
youngsters of our generation to 
have a multi-coloured, elegant 
tattoo over their forearm, 
neck or back, which the Bible 
does not permit (Lev.19:28). 
Moreover, perversions are 
enjoyed and embraced as art, 
skill and entertainment. Sexual 
immorality, homosexuality, 
adultery, incestuous relations, 
unwholesome, abusive talks and 
filthy language, though known 
to be unacceptable (Gal.5:19-21; 
1 Pet.4.3;Lev.18,20;Eph.4:29), are 
being accepted and promoted. 
We are called to set an example 
for other believers in our speech, 
life, love, faith and purity 
(1Tim.4:12). If we have been 
walking along with the trends 
of this world, let us turn back 
(Eph.4:23,24) and be sanctified 
(Jas.4:7-10).

Love!
On his deathbed, Aldous 

Huxley reflected on his entire 
life’s learning and then summed 
it up in seven simple words, “Let 
us be kinder to one another.” 
All too often, we believe that in 
order to live a truly fulfilling life 
we must achieve some great act 
or grand feat that will put us on 
the front covers of magazines 
and newspapers. Love, quite 
simply, is the debt to be paid 
back to the Saviour for His 
sacrifice(1Thes:4.9;1Pet.:4.8) 
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and the rent we must pay for 
the space we occupy on this 
planet. ‘Love’ is a word which is 
currently being misunderstood 
and misused. Nowadays, lust is 
all what love means, especially 
among the youngsters. The 
Scripture (1Cor.13) gives a 
wonderful description of love. 
Who are all to be loved?

Love God (Deut.6:3-
6;10:12;11:13,22;Pro.8:17,21). 
Every Christian knows John 
3:16, a verse that tells about 
the love God has for mankind. 
I have a few friends who fall 
in ‘love’ and get ‘committed’, 
though it lasts only for a while. 
That is exactly what love means 
– to be committed to God – to 
seek the Lord’s presence at every 
moment of existence, to rejoice 
and delight in His glorious 
presence, to grow into His light 
and likeness, and to spend time 
in His presence. Even in their 
worldly superficial relationship, 
I see people taking time to 
spend with their ‘lovers’. Most 
of the relations come to an end 
because they don’t take time to 
spend together, talk over and 
understand each other. In the 
busy world today, the busyness 
has consumed the valuable time 
we spend with the Saviour, 
weakening our bond with Him.

It doesn’t always mean that to 
be with God is to kneel down, 

close your eyes and have a Bible 
in front! Every second, when 
our hearts are filled with His 
praise and His words dwell 
in us, we live in God. Tithing, 
according to the Bible, is 
giving one tenth of everything. 
Abraham was blessed because 
he gave one tenth of ‘everything’ 
(Gen.14:20b). We don’t mind 
giving one tenth of our salary 
to God, but we often forget 
the most important offering to 
be given to God - our time. In 
this busy world, everydayour 
time has to be given to God, to 
enjoy the delicacy of His love, 
grace and glory. When we love 
God, our light will shine like 
the sun when it rises with all its 
might (Judg.5:31b). Let us make 
it a point to spend some time 
each day to enjoy the Saviour’s 
presence.

Love our neighbours 
(Lev.19:18). We live in an age 
when we have forgotten what 
life is all about. We have put 
man on the moon, but we have 
trouble walking across the 
street to meet a new neighbour. 
We can fire a missile across the 
world with pinpoint accuracy, 
but we have trouble keeping 
a date with our family to go to 
church, park or a restaurant. 
We have e-mail, fax machines 
and digital phones to stay 
connected, and yet we live in a 
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time when human beings have 
never been less connected. We 
have lost touch with humanity. 
Selfishness, envy, pride and ego 
have killed our humanitarian 
thoughts. It is time to rectify it 
and turn back to please God.

Love strangers (Lev.19:33; 
Deut.10:19). A meaningful life 
is made up of a cluster of day-
to-day acts of kindness and 
decency which, ironically, add 
up to something truly great 
over the course of a lifetime. 
Everyone who enters our 
journey has something to teach 
and a story to tell. Every person 
we pass during the moments 
that build our days represents an 
opportunity to show a little more 
of compassion and courtesy that 
defines our humanity. Why not 
start being more of the person 
we truly are and doing what we 
can to enrich the world around 
us? Let us become more creative 
in ways we show compassion 
to strangers. Offering our seat 
on the metro or bus to someone 
in need, greeting everyone we 
come across with a smile, and 
being the first to say hello are 
great places to start. This will 
add spice to our journey, making 
it joyous and meaningful.

My experience with classmates 
shows that friends have an 
influential role in our journey. 

Daniel had spiritual companions 
who were ready to kneel with 
him for prayer (Dan. 2:17,18) 
which was one of the reasons for 
his successful living. Choosing a 
friend is a very important task in 
our life, especially for the young, 
and one has to be cautious in 
choosing a friend (Pro.12:26). 
Feeble and foolish humans can 
make wrong choices. It is wise 
to sit in the Lord’s presence for 
His counsel. Even Jesus prayed 
before choosing His disciples.

Serve And Be At Peace
The world goes in search of 

peace without knowing that 
the Prince of Peace entered the 
world 2000 years ago (Jesus 
has given us peace beyond all 
human understanding). People 
go on pilgrimages and dip 
themselves in ‘holy’ water to 
attain peace. The Bible instructs 
us to live in harmony with our 
surroundings and to mind 
our own business (1Thes.4:11; 
Tit.3:9). What is our business? 
We are entrusted with the Great 
Commission – to preach the 
Gospel to the whole world and 
bring them to God (Matt.28:19). 
We are to be imitators of God 
(Php.2:1), be selfless (Phil.2:3), 
serve one another with love 
(1Pet.4:10,11) and let our light 
shine so that men will see our 
radiance and glorify the Lord 
above (Matt.5:16).
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God lived among us in the 
person of Jesus Christ and 
demonstrated His love to us 
even when we were lost in sin 
and ignorant about our eternal 
destiny. It is time that we 
understand our true destiny 
and make our journey meaning 

ful and triumphant to win the 
prize (Php.3:14).

Ebinez Jezreel  
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his MBBS at Shridevi Institute 
of Medical Sciences and 

Research Hospital, Tumkur, 
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With potential to become associate Sr. Pastor, based and serving in Jhansi (UP).

Interested candidates may send in their detailed resumes to:  
churchoffice111@gmail.com  

or call (0)9575138298
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Are you looking for opportunities to impact lives in Northern India? STEP is a Christian non-
profit organization looking for committed individuals for various positions. To know more 
about STEP, please visit: www.stepministriesindia.com

POSITIONS QUALIFICATIONS NUMBER OF 
VACANCIES

Executive 
Director

Successful candidates must demonstrate a commitment 
to Christian values, have strong communication and 
people-skills, and demonstrate flexibility. Any theological 
degree such as BD/M.Div is an asset. He/should have 
at least 7-10 years of field experience. He/she should 
be willing to live on STEP main campus in Odisha for a 
minimum of three (3) years. The ideal candidate must 
possess basic computer skills and a high level of fluency 
in English/Hindi (both written and oral) languages. 

1

Project 
Manager

He/she should hold at least MSW/M.Div/BD with a 
minimum of 3 years of field experience in handling various 
projects related to campus supervision and spiritual 
activities in the field. The ideal candidate must possess 
basic computer skills and a high level of fluency in Odiya/
Hindi (both written and oral) languages.

1

Teachers  
(Elementary)

This position requires the planning, organization, and 
implementation of the appropriate instructional program to 
address the learning needs of the students from Nursery 
to Class I of Imagine School, an educational wing of 
STEP. He/she should have BA/B.Sc and at least Teachers 
Training/B.Ed with 2 years of teaching experience.   

3

Office 
Secretary

Lady candidate is preferred for this position. She will 
be responsible for front desk reception and providing 
administrative support to other departments. She should 
have excellent oral and written communications skills, 
advanced knowledge and use of MS Office (Word, Excel, 
Power Point and Outlook), and minimum 2 years of 
experience in an office setting.

2

System 
Administrator 

(Library & 
Computer)

He/she must hold BCA and should have at least 2 years 
of computer administration experience. He/she should 
have the working knowledge of Page Maker, CorelDraw 
and Microsoft programs. He/she would be responsible to 
teach computer subjects to students.

1

Driver
He should hold professional/transport license. He will 
reside on the STEP campus and along with the driving; he 
will be responsible for the campus maintenance. Married 
couple is preferred for this position.

2

Please send your resume and a cover letter to: stepministries@hotmail.com

JOB OPPORTUNITIES



Light of Life 23 March  2016

FLOODS REMIND US abOUT 
THE TIMES OF NOaH

J. N. Manokaran
The great flood of Noah’s day was God’s judgment on the 

humanity for their wickedness.

Chennai, Tamil Nadu, 
experienced unprec-
edented rains in No-

vember-December 2015 – a re-
cord since 1916. The disaster 
caused immense human pain 
and suffering. Many lost their 
homes, possessions and loved 
ones. Many bitterly witnessed 
their life savings being washed 
away before their very eyes. My 
wife and I were unable to move 
out of our home, while our son 
was stranded in Bangalore for 
three days. This disaster prompt-
ed me to read the account of No-
ah’s flood in Genesis once again 
to gain new insights. 

The great flood of Noah’s 
day was God’s judgment on 
humanity for their wickedness. 
However, God chose Noah the 
righteous to build an ark, and 
in the ark was a microcosm. The 
torrential rain brought floods 
that sank the whole earth. Noah’s 
ark was a rectangular box with 
three decks and multiple cabins 
that could accommodate all the 
species. Noah and his family had 
to remain in the ark for nearly a 

year, as it took that much time 
for the water to dry up. After 
the flood waters receded and the 
ark touched the dry earth, Noah 
built an altar to the Lord and 
sacrificed burnt offerings on it. 
Then God established a covenant 
with Noah: “Never again will 
all life be cut off by the waters 
of a flood; never again will there 
be a flood to destroy the earth.” 
The rainbow in the sky was the 
sign of this covenant. 
I. Sin Of Humanity 
1. Spiritual Blindness And 

Rebellion
a) Disobedience. The inhab-

itants of the earth did not 
obey the Lord or His com-
mandments. Disobedience 
and rebellion showed clearly 
in their attitude and behav-
iour. God gave them oppor-
tunity, warning and even 
a prophetic sign of Noah 
building an ark on the dry 
land to escape the impend-
ing judgment. Nevertheless, 
people did not turn from 
their wicked ways. Peter 
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writes, “Because they for-
merly did not obey, when 
God’s patience waited in 
the days of Noah, while the 
ark was being prepared, in 
which a few, that is, eight 
persons, were brought safely 
through water” (1Pet.3:20).
b) Callousness. The people 

on the planet lived a mun-
dane life, neither recogn-
ising their Creator nor His 
purpose for them. Eat-
ing and drinking, mar-
rying and giving in mar-
riage, sensual indulgence 
marked their life-style. 
They did not know that 
God’s purpose of mar-
riage was to raise godly 
generations. “Just as it 
was in the days of Noah, 
so will it be in the days of 
the Son of Man. They were 
eating and drinking and 
marrying and being given 
in marriage, until the day 
when Noah entered the 
ark, and the flood came 
and destroyed them all” 
(Lk.17:26). 

c) Spiritual Death. The 
people in the world were 
sinking in the quagmire of 
sin, wickedness and spiri-
tual darkness. God was 
ignored, then denied and 
later defied. The people 
committed spiritual sui-

cide. Then the Lord said, 
“My Spirit shall not abide 
in man forever, for he is 
flesh: his days shall be 120 
years” (Gen.6:3). When 
the Spirit of God stops 
working in a person’s life, 
divine judgment and eter-
nal death await that per-
son. 

2. Moral Depravity
a) Wickedness. God had 

to judge the world be-
cause of human  wick-
edness. ‘Wickedness’ 
means evil and sinful 
behaviour. It is done wil-
fully, consciously and ac-
tively. Though the people 
knew what they were 
doing was immoral, they 
continued to do it with 
impunity. Instead of be-
ing ashamed of their be-
haviour, they took pride 
in it. Today, the situation 
is no different. 

b) Evil Intentions. They had 
evil intentions, which 
manifested in their sinful 
acts. God weighs the 
thoughts of man (Pro.16:2; 
21:2). “The Lord saw that 
the wickedness of man 
was great in the earth, and 
that every intention of the 
thoughts of his heart was 
only evil continually. And 
the Lord regretted that 
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He had made man on the 
earth, and it grieved Him 
to His heart” (Gen.6:5-6).

 God grieved over 
humanity like a father who 
grieves for his wayward 
children, because they 
were lost to the devil. God 
knew that the process of 
redeeming mankind from 
sin was going to be messy, 
dirty, infinitely expensive, 
tough and excruciatingly 
painful for Him.

3. Social Disharmony
a) Corruption. “Now the 

earth was corrupt in 
God’s sight, and the earth 
was filled with violence” 
(Gen.6:11). The Webster’s 
Collegiate Dictionary 
defines ‘corruption’ as 
impairment of integrity, 
virtue or moral princi-
ple, a departure from the 
original or from what is 
pure or correct. We have 
innumerable examples 
of corrupt practices of 
those who are in posi-
tions of authority, power 
or influence, when they 
misuse their position for 
personal gains: exploit-
ing others economically, 
socially, politically and 
sexually, taking bribes, 
embezzlement of money 
and property, demanding 

dowry, exploiting female 
servants, subordinates 
and students for sexual 
favour, and so on.

b) Violence. Violence was 
another sin of Noah’s 
time. Discussion, debate 
and dissent were not part 
of the social behaviour or 
decision-making process; 
but violence was. The 
powerful trod over the 
powerless, the weak and 
the marginalised. Poor 
were intimidated into 
submission. Today, road 
rage, ragging, harassment, 
molestation, rape, torture, 
murder, kidnapping… 
are reported daily in the 
media. Violence still re-
mains a means to achieve 
the desired results, legiti-
mate or illegitimate.

II. Instrument of Righteousness
 Noah was an instrument 

of righteousness used by 
God. “Do not present your 
members to sin as instru-
ments for unrighteousness, 
but present yourselves to 
God as those who have been 
brought from death to life, 
and your members to God 
as instruments for righteous-
ness” (Rom.6:13). Noah’s 
life was not like his contem-
poraries. He did not follow 
the popular, godless culture 
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of his time. He had pure in-
tentions and was righteous. 
“Noah was a righteous 
man, blameless in his gen-
eration. Noah walked with 
God” (Gen.6:9). God gives 
witness about Noah, Daniel 
and Job as righteous people 
(Ezek.14:14).

 Noah was obedient to 
God. Even though he had 
never seen rain and had 
no clue whatsoever what it 
looked like, he obeyed and 
followed God’s instructions 
precisely and built a huge 
wooden rectangular box. It 
was not a ship with curves, 
or masts, just a rectangular 
box, without the oars and 
sails, because it was meant 
for floating, not sailing. Noah 
was not a ship builder and 
did not have the expertise, 
but he was obedient. The ark 
was exactly six times longer 
than its width, which is the 
ratio used by modern ship-
builders. Noah did not build 
it on a sea-shore, but on dry 
ground. 

 Noah preached in three 
ways: by his life, his words 
and prophetically by build-
ing the ark. Peter refers to him 
as a preacher of righteous-
ness (2Pet.2:5). Hebrews 
11:7 names Noah as one of 
the heroes of faith. Noah be-

lieved what he could not see 
because he took God at His 
word. He walked by faith, 
not by sight.

III. Redemption And Covenant
 While God judges the whole 

humanity, He makes provi-
sion for the righteous per-
son to be saved. “But I will 
establish My covenant with 
you, and you shall come into 
the ark, you, your sons, your 
wife, and your sons’ wives 
with you” (Gen.618). The 
Lord fulfilled His covenant 
by protecting and saving 
Noah and his family. God 
used Noah and his family to 
re-populate the earth.

 God also gave a promise and 
made a covenant with Noah 
with the sign of a rainbow, 
saying that He will not de-
stroy the earth again by the 
flood waters (Gen.8:21;9:11). 
However, as Peter prophe-
sied through the Holy Spirit, 
God is going to judge the 
earth again. “By the same 
word the present heavens 
and earth are reserved for 
fire, being kept for the day of 
judgment and destruction of 
ungodly men” (2Pet.3:7).

The Challenge
The sovereign God – the 

Creator, Judge and Redeemer 
– who condemned the sinful 
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humanity and judged the whole 
world, has made a wonderful 
provision of an Ark to redeem 
the people of faith. That Ark 
is none other than the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the 
world. Those who come to Jesus 
in humility, repentance and 
faith will be saved, while the 

unbelieving, arrogant, proud 
and rebellious will be judged 
and condemned (Jn.3:36).
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GHOST IN THE CHURCH
KuruvillaChandy

The Holy Spirit is just as important as the Father and the Lord Jesus.

There’s a ghost in most 
churches. The name of 
this ghost is Holy Ghost. 

He’s a ghost because most of the 
time everybody forgets about 
Him being there and almost all 
the time He is ignored. He is 
treated like a ghost.

It so happens that the King James 
Version refers to the Holy Spirit 
as ‘Holy Ghost’ because at the 
time when KJV was produced, 
the words ‘spirit’ and ‘ghost’ 
were used interchangeably. 
Today we make a distinction 
and so we prefer the name Holy 
Spirit. However, the way most 
churches and Christians treat the 
Spirit, we might as well revert to 
that old name Holy Ghost.

Divine Revelation
One problem has been that in 

the church we refer to the Holy 
Spirit as the ‘Third Person of the 
Trinity’. In theory we say that 
the three persons of the Trinity 
are equal, but this unfortunate 
way of identifying the Father as 
the first, Jesus as the second, and 
the Spirit as the third does have 
a subconscious effect in how 
we regard the three Persons of 
the Trinity. The words ‘first’, 

‘second’ and ‘third’ do suggest 
some sort of ranking.

There is no pecking order in 
the Trinity. If there was any 
ranking, then we would not 
have the Trinity, but three 
gods of differing powers and 
importance. Rather, the usage 
of the words ‘first’, ‘second’ 
and ‘third’ must be understood 
as referring to how the divine 
revelation came to humankind. 
First, God revealed Himself 
as Creator, Sustainer and 
Guardian. When Jesus came, 
He identified God as Father 
and revealed Himself as the 
Incarnate Son of God. Then 
finally, God revealed Himself 
in the person of the Spirit, who 
came to live in people’s lives to 
empower them for God’s work. 
That is the only sense in which 
the Spirit of God is third.

The Holy Spirit is just as 
important as the Father and the 
Lord Jesus, and we have to relate 
to the Spirit just as much as we 
relate to our Heavenly Father 
and our Lord.

Better Days
One reason for our failure to 

really connect with the Holy 
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Spirit could be that we keep 
wishing that we were living 
in the days when Jesus was on 
earth. We feel that we would 
have been so blessed if we 
had been there witnessing all 
the signs and wonders Jesus 
performed, and listening to His 
life-transforming teachings. 
“But,” Jesus said, “very truly 
I tell you, it is for your good 
that I am going away. Unless I 
go away, the Advocate will not 
come to you; but if I go, I will 
send Him to you” (Jn.16:7 NIV). 
The CEB says, “It is better for 
you…” and the NASB says, “It 
is to your advantage…”

Thus, according to Jesus, we 
are living in better days. Jesus 
said it would be better after 
He was gone because the Spirit 
of God would be with us. But 
we keep wishing that we were 
living when Jesus walked this 
earth. That has to be because our 
experience of the Holy Spirit is 
deficient.

Let’s take a closer look at 
what Jesus had to say about 
experiencing the Holy Spirit.
He said that if those who were 
thirsty drank what He would 
give and believed in Him, rivers 
of living water would flow out 
of their own lives (Jn.7:37-39).
Those who believe in Jesus 
would automatically receive the 
Holy Spirit and then the Holy 

Spirit would be unstoppable, 
like a river flowing out. The Holy 
Spirit doesn’t come into our 
lives so that we can say, “Look 
at me. I’m special. I have the 
Spirit.” When the Spirit enters 
a life, it is to use the person as 
a channel of the Spirit’s power. 
The power must flow to touch 
other lives and share the power 
with them so that their thirsts 
are quenched.

The Substitute
Jesus described the Holy Spirit 

as the One who would substitute 
for Him. He said, “I will ask 
the Father to send you another 
Helper, the Spirit of truth, who 
will remain constantly with you.
The world does not recognise 
the Spirit of truth, because it 
does not know the Spirit and 
is unable to receive Him. But 
you do know the Spirit because 
He lives with you, and He will 
dwell in you” (14:16-17 Voice). 
The word ‘helper’comes from 
the Greek word paracletos, one 
called alongside to help, i.e., an 
advocate or intercessor. Clearly 
Jesus implied that the Holy 
Spirit was ‘another’ like Himself, 
His equal who could take His 
place in the lives of disciples. 
What was special about the new 
Helper was that He wouldn’t 
be just ‘with’ them, but ‘in’ 
them. While Jesus was with the 
disciples, the Spirit of God was 
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with them. That is why Jesus 
was designated ‘Emmanuel’, 
meaning ‘God with us’ (Matt. 
1:23). While Jesus was with the 
disciples, the Spirit of God was 
with them. But that changed 
when the Holy Spirit came in 
place of Jesus. The Holy Spirit 
entered the lives of believers. 
He was not beside them, but in 
them.

The Lord said that the purpose 
the Holy Spirit 
was coming 
was to testify 
about Jesus, 
and that His 
followers would 
also testify of 
Jesus, “When the 
Advocate comes, 
whom I will send 
to you from the 
Father—the Spirit of truth who 
goes out from the Father—He 
will testify about Me. And 
you also must testify, for you 
have been with Me from the 
beginning” (Jn.15:26-27). When 
you connect the dots of what 
Jesus said, you have to conclude 
that Jesus was saying that the 
Holy Spirit was being given to 
disciples so that they could talk 
about Jesus.

When the Holy Spirit would 
come, the world would be 
confronted and challenged, “He 
will come to convict the world of 

sin, to show the world what has 
God’s approval, and to convince 
the world that God judges it. He 
will convict the world of sin, 
because people don’t believe 
in Me. He will show the world 
what has God’s approval, 
because I’m going to the Father 
and you won’t see Me anymore. 
He will convince the world that 
God judges it, because the ruler 
of this world has been judged” 

(16:8-11 GW). Until 
the Spirit came, 
the disciples were 
a scared lot. They 
ran away and hid 
themselves. But once 
the Spirit came, they 
had the boldness to 
come out of hiding 
and confront their 
world of the sin of 
having crucified the 

living Saviour (Acts.2:23,36).
Jesus also said that the 

disciples’ knowledge of Jesus 
would be expanded by the 
Spirit’s coming. Right then, there 
was a sense of heaviness because 
Jesus had lately been talking all 
the time of going away. They 
felt that things were about to 
change. They didn’t know how, 
but they had a foreboding and 
were gloomy. So Jesus promised 
them that the Spirit would come 
and make everything clear 
by teaching them all that He 
Himself wanted to tell them, but 

While Jesus was with 
the disciples, the Spirit 
of God was with them. 
But that changed when 
the Holy Spirit came in 
place of Jesus. The Holy 
Spirit entered the lives of 

believers. He was not beside 
them, but in them.
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couldn’t because of how they 
were feeling. The Spirit would 
guide them “into all truth” and 
glorify Jesus by expounding 
everything that Jesus taught 
(Jn.15:12-15).

A New Dawn
On the day of Pentecost, when 

the Spirit descended on the 
gathered disciples, it dawned 
on them that something 
absolutely new had happened. 
In the past, the Spirit had come 
on special people like Moses, 
Samuel, David, Elijah and other 
prophets. But the Spirit came 
on the hundred and twenty 
gathered in the upper room. 
There were young and old, men 
and women, and the Spirit filled 
all of them (Acts.2:17-18).

The Spirit of God was specially 
identified as the Holy Spirit or 
the Spirit of Holiness (Rom.1:4). 
Clearly the name of this person 
of the Trinity indicated Him 
to be the producer of holiness 
in humankind. The Bible talks 
of the Spirit producing fruit 
in our lives—love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control (Gal.5:22-23). The apostle 
didn’t present us with a closed 
list of graces. Instead, he left it 
open-ended saying that there is 
no law “against such things.”

In a world where evil and 
hatefulness are rampant, 

Christian graces and virtues 
will make our faith winsome 
to the hurt, battered and 
oppressed people. One reason 
the early church attracted large 
numbers of people was that 
they observed that Christians 
were really loving and kind. 
Tertullian reported, “‘Look,’ 
they say, ‘how they love one 
another’ (for they themselves 
hate one another); ‘and how 
they are ready to die for each 
other’ (for they themselves are 
readier to kill each other)”. Paul 
wrote that having miraculous 
powers without love was 
useless (1Cor.13:1-3). The “most 
excellent way” (12:31) to serve 
Christ Jesus was to have love. 
Love, he said, is “the greatest” 
(13:13).

While miraculous powers 
without love don’t point 
anyone to Christ, we do need 
the manifestation of spiritual 
power. We need to show that 
God’s touch has still got its 
ancient power. Scripture clearly 
indicates that in a church there 
will be the presence of the 
gifts of the Spirit (1Cor.12:7-10,  
29-30).

I don’t have the gift of healing. 
And, I don’t know anyone 
who has the gift of healing and 
performs miracles in the church 
I serve. Scripture recognises 
that sometimes people with 
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miraculous gifts may not be 
present in a church. In such 
a situation, James said that 
anyone who is sick is to ask the 
elders of the church to anoint 
him or her and pray for healing, 
and the promise of God is that 
healing will come in answer to 
the prayer of faith (5:13-15). We 
need to have more faith about 
this promise and put it into 
practice among us.

We are indeed living in better 
days. If we were living in the 
time when Jesus was on the 
earth, we would have found 
Jesus “sent only to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel” 
(Matt.15:24). Or, like Martha and 

Mary discovered that just when 
someone was sick unto death, 
Jesus was not there (Jn.11:1-
44). We have the Holy Spirit in 
us and the Holy Spirit is more 
powerful than the spirits that 
inhabit the world (1Jn.4:4). The 
Holy Spirit will empower us 
to glorify Jesus, but we need to 
stop treating Him like a ghost. 
We have to stop ignoring Him. 
We need to let Him have His 
way with us in our lives and in 
our churches. 

Kuruvilla Chandy 
is Pastor of the Grace Bible 

Church, Lucknow.
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GOD’S PROMISE
Deepika Emmanuel Sagar

When God is our provider and sustainer,  
we do not lack any good thing.

For I know the plans I 
have for you,” declares 
the Lord, “plans to 

prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and 
a future. Then you will call upon 
Me and pray to Me, and I will 
listen to you. You will seek Me 
and find Me when you search 
for Me with all your heart. I will 
be found by you,” declares the 
Lord, “and I will bring you back 
from captivity” (Jer.29:11-14).

Why Me?
In times of trouble, when you 

feel you are at your wit’s end 
and you are blankly staring at a 
hopeless future, it helps greatly 
to believe and know that God has 
plans for you and that He wants 
to give you a new beginning, 
with Him at the centre of your 
life. Through life’s arduous 
journey, God wants you to trust 
Him completely and allow Him 
to prepare you to fulfill His 
purpose and plans for your life. 
He brings you to a ‘zero’ state 
where you could learn to be 
patient and develop endurance. 
Trust Him, even though things 
don’t work out the way you 
want them to. When you find 

yourself going through a dark 
tunnel, keep trusting the Lord 
to reach the bright end of the 
tunnel. This end would be a new 
beginning, a new walk of faith 
with a new perspective towards 
life, filled with His peace and joy. 
All of this comes only through 
His grace and mercy.

Pray! 
Prayer has power. When you 

connect your heart with God’s 
love, nothing is negative. ‘Big’ 
problems will never turn you 
weary – they don’t have the 
potential, because your God 
keeps everything under His 
control. Your faith in Jesus will 
set you free (Lk.7:50). Wait for 
His timing, keeping yourselves 
in prayer with a thankful heart, 
for whatever is happening in 
your life is in accordance to His 
will (1Thes.5:18).

God Will Supply
Sometimes we run around here 

and there to fulfil our desires, 
ignoring God and His desires 
for us. Remember, Satan is ever 
ready to satisfy your needs and 
desires (although temporarily) 
if you run away from God. But 
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when you allow God to meet 
your needs, you will be filled 
with unspeakable peace, joy and 
contentment. Hastiness invites 
Satan to get into action. Be 
patient with fervent prayers, and 
God will supply all your needs. 
Patience is a virtue which needs 
to be nurtured with confidence 
in God, and this confidence 
comes by reading His word. 
“Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways 
acknowledge Him, and He 
will make your paths straight” 
(Pro.3:5-6). Dependence on the 
Lord and being content with 
whatever He gives, are the 
outcome of constant and wilful 
nurturing of faith. When God is 
our provider and sustainer, we 
do not lack any good thing.

 “I saw the Lord always before 
me. Because He is at my right 
hand, I will not be shaken. 
Therefore my heart is glad and 
my tongue rejoices; my body 
will also live in hope, because 
You will not abandon me to 
the grave, nor will You let Your 
Holy One see decay. You have 
made known to me the paths of 
life; You will fill me with joy in 
your presence” (Acts 2:25-28).

Be Still
When we land in trouble, 

we tend to run to people with 
our problems and end up 

disappointed. This is probably 
because our priorities are 
anything but God. Jesus said, 
“Seek first His kingdom and 
His righteousness, and all these 
things will be given to you as 
well” (Matt.6:33). The Lord also 
said, “Come to Me, all you who 
are weary and burdened, and I 
will give you rest” (Matt.11:28). 
When we have a loving and 
caring Father God, who wants 
to give us His best, why do we 
give Him the secondary place?

A mature Christian is one 
who has learned to be still and 
wait on God for His plans to be 
accomplished in his/her life. 
When you are passing through 
a wilderness of uncertainty and 
anxiety, remember that it is God, 
and only God, who can bring 
you gloriously out of it. Your 
own efforts, independent of 
God, might help to some extent, 
which may not be God’s will for 
you. But if you proceed through 
the will of God, which will be 
known if you ask for it, God’s 
purpose will be served and He 
will be glorified through you. 
“’For My thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways 
My ways,’ declares the Lord” 
(Isa.55:8).

Trust Your Shepherd
Walking in His ways brings 

peace, irrespective of your 
situation and circumstances. 
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The Bible says, “Taste and see 
that the Lord is good’ (Psa.34:8). 
Once you trust God for all your 
needs, He helps you to endure the 
hardships that come your way. 
As Christians, we are bound to 
face trials and persecution in this 
world. “Blessed is the man who 
perseveres under trials, because 
when he has stood the test, he 
will receive the crown of life 
that God has promised to those 
who love Him (Jas.1:12). With 
the perspective that God gives, 
when you trust Him fully, no 
trial would bother you the way 
it used to before. Do not be half-
hearted. Claim God’s promises in 
His word. Jesus said, “Ask and it 
will be given to you” (Matt.7:7).

Our struggles should not be 
a matter of complaint, but an 
opportunity to bring ourselves 
closer to Him and to mature in 
our faith.

“And the God of all grace, 
who called you to His eternal 
glory in Christ Jesus, after you 
have suffered a while, will 
Himself restore you and make 
you strong, firm and steadfast. 
To Him be the power forever 
and ever. Amen” (1Pet.5:10).
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RESPONDING TO INTOLERaNCE
Shantanu Dutta

We must be willing to move as far toward other cultures as we 
need to,  so long as it does not involve compromising biblical 

morality or truth.

In February 2015, the 
Communist leader 
Govind Pansare was shot 

dead because some people did 
not like his Marathi biography 
of Shivaji titled Shivaji Kaun 
Hota leading to the beginnings 
of underlying discontent among 
the thinking population of the 
nation. When Kalburgi, who was 
known for his progressive ideas 
on caste and communalism, was 
shot dead in August at Dharwad, 
the intellectuals retaliated to the 
growing intolerance and the rise 
of unwarranted fringe religious 
groups by returning their 
awards. Intolerance is a word 
that is constantly being yelled 
about these days. It is thrust 
upon us, and we are threatened 
if we don’t practise it towards 
‘the outsider’. Tolerance, on 
the other hand, is a perfectly 
legitimate and useful word. 
The dictionary says, in various 
forms, it means, “Respect for 
belief, respect for the behaviour 
of others” - without necessarily 
being in agreement with them. 
It means to “To put up with, 
to bear” beliefs, behaviour or 
people not liked.

Is Christianity Intolerant?
Any investigation into the 

connection between Christianity 
and religious freedom soon 
runs into unpleasant truths 
of history. Christianity has, of 
course, been associated with 
some of the most notorious 
instances of religious intolerance 
in history in medieval times. At 
the same time, Christianity is 
also associated with some of the 
greatest strides in the advocacy 
of religious freedom in history. 
In fact, it is these former 
examples that are often quoted 
as instances of the alleged 
duplicity of Christianity: the 
inquisition of the middle-ages, 
the effects of which were felt 
not just in Europe but in India, 
notably Goa, the crusades and the 
violence accompanying them, 
and so on. But the associated 
track record of the Christian 
missions, in many instances in 
the recognition and propagation 
of religious freedom, is another 
side of the story. Possibly it is 
because of this larger expectation 
that the Christian faith supports  
religious freedom that is 
responsible for the blame of 
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proselytization, far more in 
scale than is perhaps the reality. 
One way is to see this as the 
unfolding of church history over 
the centuries, but this may be 
appreciated only by Christians.

In today’s culture, of course, 
attempting to convert someone 
is considered improper as it 
implies judging and commenting 
on their unique experience and 
history. The Christian faith is not 
an option that can be presented 
to a growing majority of today’s 
population, for reasons that are 
rather unique to our time and 
season. It’s not that Christianity 
has been disproved by science 
or research; it’s considered 
incredible because it claims to 
be a faith that is universally and 
objectively true – that is, true 
for all times. In other words, 
the Christian message of only 
one way is against today’s 
carefully crafted scepticism 
toward all absolutes, especially 
those involving faith and belief 
systems. Christian exclusivism, 
the notion that Jesus Christ is 
the only Saviour of the world 
and that the Scriptures are 
the final word on matters of 
ultimate truth, is no longer 
politically correct to proclaim. 
Sometimes expressing faith in 
Christ is met with a mechanical 
refrain, “I’m glad you’ve found 
something that helps you, but 
please don’t talk about it with 

me.” Since pluralists consider 
truth to be culturally subjective, 
it is considered the ultimate 
stupidity to try to convert 
someone from their way of 
thinking (especially if it’s non-
western) to Christianity. That’s 
what most people mean when 
they protest that Christianity 
is intolerant. But should we 
accept this modern concept of 
tolerance?

Once upon a time, intolerance 
used to mean confronting 
someone or discriminating 
against them because of their 
beliefs or ideology. Evangelical 
Christians should definitely be 
against this kind of intolerance 
as it reeks of bigotry and 
prejudice. We also need to live 
with the fact that Christianity 
will also have an intolerant 
fringe like other belief systems 
do. In fact, the name of Jesus has 
been latched on to some of some 
really disgraceful practices like 
apartheid for instance. This is 
paradoxical because Christians 
have also been at the forefront 
of many reforms too. So we have 
to come to terms with a legacy of 
hypocrisy in areas like slavery, 
savagery toward indigenous 
culture and other human rights 
abuses.

Biblical Christianity
Now, in the light of all the 

above, it must be clearly said 
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that this kind of hypocrisy is not 
scriptural. That is, while some 
Christians have treated people 
and even whole people groups 
unjustly, biblical Christianity 
itself does not condone 
intolerance. The Bible gives us a 
genuine reason to recognise this 
deviance and accept it for what it 
is. Because the Bible upholds the 
dignity of all persons as those 
made in the image 
of God, there is a 
Biblical basis for a 
genuinely diverse 
culture. When 
remaining faithful 
to the scriptural 
teaching, the 
Christian faith 
is tolerant in 
the appropriate 
sense of the term. 
However, as many understand 
tolerance today, Christianity is 
intolerant. If tolerance means 
that we are to accept all beliefs 
as equally true and valid, then 
Christians have to respectfully 
disagree. The belief that truth 
is a situational thing and that 
there are no absolutes is both 
unbiblical and dangerous.

Truth matters absolutely and 
there are absolutes in these 
matters, as the Bible teaches 
us. It’s no mere academic 
speculation. Jesus has said, “You 
shall know the truth and the truth 
shall set you free.” Our business 

as Christians is to spread this 
good news of salvation to all 
people of the earth. To make 
meaningful inroads in today’s 
multi-ethnic, culturally diverse 
society, we are tasked to do the 
hard work of challenging the 
thinking behind pluralism and 
the requirements of this new 
meaning of tolerance.

Most people’s thinking 
about the world’s 
major religions 
is shaped more 
by their history 
as played out 
over the centuries 
rather than the 
philosophy or 
doctrinal content. 
Keeping this in 
mind, Christians 
should not try to 

defend what cannot be defended. 
Perhaps, the only association 
many older civilisations have 
had with Christianity has been 
when it has been used as a tool 
of imperialism and political 
domination in the past. But 
even when that has not been 
the personal experience of all, 
it is often the main thing that 
history books teach about the 
Christian faith. Imperialism and 
Christianity go hand in hand in 
these text books. We should try 
and decry this one sided legacy 
presentation of Christianity as 
much as we are able to do so. But 

If tolerance means that 
we are to accept all beliefs 
as equally true and valid, 
then Christians have to 
respectfully disagree. 
The belief that truth is 
a situational thing and 

that there are no absolutes 
is both unbiblical and 

dangerous.



Light of Life 43 March  2016

just as emphatically, we need to 
distinguish between what the 
Christian message is and how it 
has been abused. 

How Do We Respond?
Finally, pluralism and the kind 

of society India is and is slowly 
becoming require us to be more 
sensitive to the role culture and 
tradition plays 
in the formation 
of spiritual belief 
and traditions. 
Accepting Jesus 
Christ as Lord 
is not the same 
thing as living 
and thinking like 
a typical church-
going Christian 
and conforming 
to certain 
stereotypes. Yet, that’s the 
image most non-Christians have 
in their minds – which is why 
Jesus Christ is not an option to 
choose for many of them.

We must be careful to minimise 
the intrusion of non-essential 

cultural baggage into what we 
proclaim as the essence of the 
Gospel. That means that we need 
to look for opportunities to meet 
people in places where they are 
comfortable, even if we aren’t. 
Nullifying the false stereotypes 
that others have of Christians is 
an increasingly important part 

of being effective 
witness for Christ 
in today’s world. 
We must be 
willing to move as 
far toward other 
cultures as we 
need to, so long as 
it does not involve 
c o m p r o m i s i n g 
biblical morality 
or truth. In short, 
it means adopting 
principles of cross-

cultural missions in all our 
evangelism. 

Accepting Jesus Christ as 
Lord is not the same thing 
as living and thinking like 

a typical church-going 
Christian and conforming 
to certain stereotypes. Yet, 
that’s the image most non-

Christians have in their 
minds – which is why Jesus 
Christ is not an option to 
choose for many of them.

Dr Shantanu Dutta  
is Director of Public 

Engagements, International 
Justice  Mission,  

New Delhi
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If you like this magazine,  
tell others. If not, tell us.  
Either way, we would 
like to hear from you.

Light of Life 
P.O.Box No.4576, 21, YMCA Road, Mumbai 

Central, Mumbai 400 008 
E-mail: lightoflife1@rediffmail.com

Did you pray for  
Light of Life 

today?
You are invited to join us in prayer 

between 7 and 8 a.m. on the second 
Friday of each month. 

Thank you for praying!
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THE OPPRESSED
Vivek Salins

When will the church-goers wake up from their spiritual slumber?

Christians commonly say 
they want a relationship 
with Jesus, that they 

want to ‘get to know Jesus 
better.’ You will never be able to 
do that by yourself. You must be 
deeply involved in the church, in 
the Christian community, with 
strong relationships of love and 
accountability. Only if you are 
part of a community of believers 
seeking to resemble, serve and 
love Jesus, will you ever get to 
know Him and grow into His 
likeness” (Timothy Keller, The 
Prodigal God).

Christ’s Mission
It is so encouraging to see 

some churches actively engaged 
in reaching out to the poor and 
the marginalised of society, in 
the spirit of Christ, in ways that 
help restore their dignity as 
human beings created by God in 
His own image. These churches 
deserve to be commended for 
their love and selfless service to 
the poor, furthering the cause 
of God’s kingdom in a hurting 
world. Their weekly worship 
services and fellowship take the 
form of compassionate service 
through the week to a struggling 

and oppressed community 
outside the safe precincts of their 
churches, with strong support 
from the church committee and 
members.

If the purpose of Christ’s 
coming into the world was 
to preach the good news to 
the poor, bind up the broken-
hearted, proclaim freedom for 
the captives and release from 
darkness for the prisoners 
(Isa.61:1), and fulfilled by Christ 
and His apostles, should the 
body of Christ, the church, lag 
behind in taking forward this 
mission of her Lord?

The central theme of the Bible 
is Jesus Christ, the Incarnate 
Word (Jn.1:1,14;Lk.24:27), who 
identified Himself with the 
poor, the social outcastes, the 
sinners, the sick, the oppressed 
and the prisoners. His unbroken 
communion with the Father 
equipped Him with the divine 
power to heal the sick, deliver 
the demon-possessed and 
raise the dead, giving them 
a new lease of life. The same 
power is freely available to the 
church to serve the poor and 
the oppressed in society. Let us 
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allow God to pour His heart out 
to us about what really burdens 
Him and how He wants us to 
reach out to our needy and 
suffering ‘neighbours’ with 
His compassion. Here are a 
few of the several passages 
from the Scriptures through 
which God speaks to us and 
waits for us to demonstrate 
our faith in Christ: Deut.15:4-
11;Isa.1:17;61:1;Psa.14:6;82:3-4;P
rov.13:23;Gal.2:10;Jas.1:2;2:5-7.

What Is Poverty?
“The word Jesus 

used for ‘poor’ is 
translated as ‘the 
oppressed poor.’ 
There are about  
245 references 
to ‘the poor’, 
‘poverty’ and  ‘lack’  
in the English 
Scriptures, translated from the 
five main root words: ebyon – 
needy and dependent (61 times), 
dal – the frail poor, the weak (57 
times), rush – the impoverished 
through dispossession (31 
times), chaser – to suffer lack 
of bread and water (36 times) 
and ani – poverty caused by 
affliction and oppression (80 
times). Within these categories, 
underlying them is poverty 
caused by the ruthlessness of the 
powerful, who deny the rights 
of the poor and do not respond 
to their calamities. It is the 
oppressed poor, ani, that Jesus 

referred to when He read from 
Isaiah 61:1-3 and said, ‘Today 
this scripture is fulfilled in your 
hearing’ (Lk.4:21)” (Companion 
to the poor, Viv Grigg).

Inwardly Focussed
Sadly, too many churches 

today are programme-driven. 
The problem is not with 
programmes. The problem 
develops when the programmes 
become an end instead of a 
means to greater ministry. 
These churches are largely self-

serving, with 90-
95 percent of their 
annual budget 
being utilised to 
meet the needs 
and comforts of 
the members. 
Their worship 
service does not go 

beyond the walls of the church. 
One priority in these churches is 
the protection and preservation 
of rooms, furniture and other 
visible parts of the church’s 
buildings and grounds. Very 
few members share their faith 
on a regular basis. More are 
concerned about their own needs 
rather than the eternal needs of 
the community in which they 
live.

What part does your 
church play in God’s plan of 
redemption and deliverance 
for those who are at the mercy 

Let us allow God to pour 
His heart out to us about 
what really burdens Him 
and how He wants us to 

reach out to our needy and 
suffering ‘neighbours’ with 

His compassion.
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of the rich and the powerful, 
the unjust and corrupt judicial 
system that result in poverty 
and crime? Today, what our 
churches desperately need are 
men and women of faith, filled 
with the Holy Spirit – pastors 
and leaders who can inspire and 
challenge their congregations to 
be receptive and obedient to the 
Great Commission of our Lord.

Salt And Light
The world 

around our 
cozy homes and 
churches lies in 
spiritual darkness 
and decay, caused 
by poverty, crime, 
sicknesses, diseas-
es, unemployment 
and addiction to 
alcohol and drugs. 
Isn’t it sad that very few Chris-
tians care and are willing to come 
out of their comfort zones as the 
salt and light that the Lord Jesus 
wants them to be (Matt.4:16;5:13-
14;12:48-50;25:34-50)? How can 
the disciples of Christ, who are 
called to be the salt and light in 
this world, fulfil their Master’s 
will if they refuse to share God’s 
spiritual and material blessings 
with those living in spiritual, 
moral, physical and material 
darkness around them?

Christians who keep their 
faith and God’s blessings to 

themselves, their families and 
their churches, are self-centred; 
they disobey the command of 
Jesus (Matt.22:36-40) and fail to 
understand what Jesus means 
when He tells them to take up 
their crosses and follow Him 
(Matt.10:37-39;Lk.14:26-35). We 
Christians know too well that, 
had the Light of life not come 
into this dark world (Jn.1:4;8:12), 
all of humanity would have 
been languishing in the eternally 

agonising dungeon 
of darkness and 
death, which the 
Bible calls hell.

 Worship And 
Justice

Many Scripture 
texts are exhorta-
tions to worship 
God for who He 

is and what He has done for us 
(1Chr.16:29;Psa.95:6;100:2;Jn.4:
24). The strongly worded mes-
sage of God that came through 
the prophet Isaiah to the people 
of Israel and Judah, comparing 
them with Sodom and Gomor-
rah (1:10-17), reveals the deeply 
aching heart of God over His 
people’s worship, ceremonial 
sacrifices and offerings, which 
were meaningless, detestable 
and hateful to God because they 
failed to translate their worship into 
righteous acts – seeking justice 
for the oppressed, defending the 

Today, what our churches 
desperately need are men 
and women of faith, filled 

with the Holy Spirit – 
pastors and leaders who can 
inspire and challenge their 

congregations to be receptive 
and obedient to the Great 
Commission of our Lord.
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Admission for July 2016 Session
Caleb Institute will offer a MASTER OF ARTS (MA) degree in:

• Christian Studies • Science and Religion

• Christian Theology/ • Mission and Leadership

• History of Christianity

What’s Special About Caleb Institute?

• Our emphasis is on mentoring & transforming character 

• Our prayer is to graduate men and women of God who have settled one 
question; they are Christ-centered

• Our focus is to address the needs, the opportunities and the challenges 
that face the Church in north India.

• Our faculty is outstanding

• Scholarships are available for needy applicants

 Last date for submitting the Application forms is 31 March 2016

PLEASE NOTE: Our degrees are UGC recognised. How is that? 
Because Caleb Institute of Theology and Humanities is a constituent 
College of Sam Higginbottom Institute of Agriculture, Technology & 
Sciences  (SHIATS), Allahabad.

Prof. Graham Houghton - Founder Director/ Principal, CITH 
grahamh@calebtrust.com

For further enquiry you may contact: 
Dr Samuel Richmond  Ms. Alice Barokar, 
samuelrichmond@rediffmail.com  secretary@calebtrust.com
+91-9621317282 +91 9897945687, +917895158320

Rae Bareli, UP, India
“We Invite you to come and prepare 

to make a difference in North India for 
Christ in the days to come.” Eph 2:10













•  

• 

• 

• 

• 




• 
• 


• 


• 
• 


 









CALEB INSTITUTE  
of THEOLOGY and  

HUMANITIES



Light of Life 49 March  2016

cause of the orphans and plead-
ing the case of the widows. This 
hard hitting message is as appli-
cable and relevant to the church 
today as it was in Isaiah’s time. 
Our weekly worship services, 
sacrificial offerings, fasting and 
prayers are meaningless and fu-
tile if they are not followed by 
compassionate service to the 
poor and suffering fellow-hu-
mans around us who have not 
tasted the love of Christ. Worse 
still, God says He will not listen 
to our prayers (1:15).

The Church’s Mandate
While we do praise God for 

those Christians and para-
church organisations living out 
their faith among the needy 
communities around them and 
demonstrating the love of God 
in complete obedience to Him, 
we need to earnestly pray to the 
Lord of the harvest that He will 
send out more workers into His 
harvest field (Matt.9:35-38).

Today we see too many Chris-
tian institutions and organi-
sations struggling to survive 
(some are on the verge of clos-
ing down) due to lack of godly 
people and financial resources. 
Why? I mention three major rea-
sons.
• The churches are busy with 

the programmes and activi-
ties that cater mainly to the 
needs of their members. Ac-

tivities and programmes have 
become an end in themselves 
rather than the means to great-
er ministry out in the ‘fields’.

• In-fighting, personality and 
ego clashes are the order of 
the day in many churches.

• Lack of godly leadership, 
resulting in fewer disciples 
and more nominal Chris-
tians in the churches. The 
members have lost sight of 
the mandate given by the 
Lord to His disciples – of 
taking the Gospel to the 
ends of the world.

Friend, you and I cannot have a 
relationship with Jesus and get to 
know Him better, unless we take 
the time to sit at His feet, listen to 
Him, understand His heartbeat 
and be yoked with Him as His 
co-workers in seeking those who 
are lost in sin and are oppressed 
by the corrupt judicial system of 
this world.

When will the church-goers 
wake up from their spiritual 
slumber and take on the mantle 
of the responsibility laid on 
them by the God who “so loved 
the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not 
perish, but have eternal life”?

Vivek Salins  
lives in Thane.
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St.Hilda’s School, a 120-year-old residential Protestant 
Girl’s School in Ooty requires:

French Teacher: Degree/Diploma in French from a 
recognized institute

History Teacher: B.A/M.A, B. Ed in History

Physical Education Teacher: B.P.Ed/M.P.Ed with 
specialization in athletics preferred

Economics Teacher: M.A Economics with B.Ed – 3 
months maternity leave vacancy

Music Teacher: Part-time. Preferably passed at least 
grade 3 piano/keyboard to handle primary classes and to 
train the school choir.

Counsellor: B.A/P.G . Diploma in Psychology to be an In-
house Counselor

Cook: Trained with experience in hostels or mess.

Preference will be given to committed Christian female 
candidates who are willing to be resident. Fluency 
in English is a must for first 6 positions. Salary will 
commensurate with qualification and experience.

Apply with detailed updated CV and two references  
within two weeks to: 

The Bishop Chairman, St. Hilda’s School, 
CSI Coimbatore Diocese,  

256, CSI Diocesan Office, Race Course Road,  
 Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, India- 641 018

St.Hilda’S ScHool
Ootacamund-643001 

The Nilgiris, Tamil Nadu.
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THE LIFE aND WORk OF 
MaRTIN LUTHER

Daniel Sathiaraj

The Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ has brought 
salvation, peace and 

freedom to many. However, by 
about 1500 AD, the church of 
Rome became very corrupt as 
it adopted ideas and practices 
that contradicted the teachings 
of the Bible, and people were 
kept in spiritual darkness. Our 
sovereign God of history 
wonderfully led a series of 
events and situations within 
the church that drastically 
changed its history in the 16th 
century. God brought about 
the Reformation through a man 
of intense spiritual conviction, 
great ability and courage. The 
man was Martin Luther.

Born in 1483, Luther was a 
miner’s son. He was brought up 
in discipline and piety. Some of 
his school teachers happened 
to belong to the Brethren of the 
Common Life, and his friends 
were Franciscans. In 1505 he 
earned his master’s degree 
from the celebrated University 
of Erfurt in Germany. Luther 
became a brilliant law student, 
a learned philosopher and a 
musician.

Martin Luther’s search for 
peace increased and, to gain 
divine approval, he became 
a monk of the Augustinian 
monastery in Erfurt. It was 
during this period that he 
discovered his good works were 
tainted with sin and his rituals 
were meaningless. He started 
reading the Latin Bible. He 
also read Augustine’s teaching 
on sin and grace. In 1510-11 he 
went to Rome, but returned 
with disappointment.

While teaching at the 
University of Erfurt, Luther 
completed his doctoral degree 
in 1512 and later served as a 
Professor of Theology at the 
University of Wittenberg till 
his death. During 1513-18 he 
lectured on the New Testament 
books of Romans, Galatians and 
Hebrews, and became popular 
as a professor and preacher in 
the monastery.

It was in 1512 that Martin 
Luther discovered the doctrine 
of justification by faith, and was 
convinced that a man is justified 
when, by faith, he appropriates 
the God-given righteousness in 
Christ Jesus. By 1517, he was sure 
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that justification is a single act of 
God, and not a gradual process, 
dependent on faith plus good 
works, that every Christian can 
have the assurance of salvation, 
that every believer in Christ has 
direct access to God, and that 
the Bible is the only authority 
for man’s faith and life, and its 
truths are revealed through the 
Holy Spirit. The new life that 
Martin found in Christ had made 
him a free man. He preached 
with authority as a witness of 
Jesus. In 1517 he published his 
thesis on justification.

Luther’s Theses
A monk named Tetzel offered 

the papal ‘indulgences’ to 
raise funds for completing St. 
Peter’s Church in Rome. People 
were lured into buying these 
indulgences which were 
supposed to release the departed 
souls from purgatory. On seeing 
this, Luther’s spirit was stirred 
to the depths, compelling him to 
nail his ‘95 theses’ on the door 
of the church at Wittenberg on 
October 31, 1517. The emphasis 
of his theses was that an 
indulgence can never remit guilt or 
divine punishment for sin, and the 
Christian who has true repentance 
has already received pardon from 
God. The theses in Latin were 
translated into German and 

circulated by his friends all over 
Germany, which triggered a 
major conflict that was to usher 
in the Reformation movement.

 In October 1518 Luther refused 
to recant his theses before the 
papal legate in Germany or to 
accept Pope’s supremacy, since 
he knew that the papal claims 
were based on forged decrees.

 During the discussion at 
Leipzig in 1519 between John 
Eck (the Pope’s representative)
and Luther, the Reformer 
caused an immense sensation 
by declaring that the supremacy 
of the Pope had grown up 
only in the previous 400 years 
and it was unknown in the 
Scriptures. Luther then freed 
himself for ever from the papacy 
and took the Bible as the only 
rule of faith.

Defying The Roman Church 
Luther published several 

pamphlets in 1520. His 
most famous ones are: The 
Babylonian Captivity of the 
Church, Concerning the Christian 
Liberty and Good Works. These 
works were aimed at uniting 
Germany against Rome and 
exposing the false teachings 
of the church.The pamphlets 
also taught the pure biblical 
truths such as the priesthood 
of all believers and that the 
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Dr. Daniel Sathiaraj 
retired from St John’s 

PG College, Hyderabad, 
where he taught Computer 

Science. He lives in 
Hyderabad.

noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 

BELIEVERSWEDDING.COM

A matrimonial website developed exclusively for the Indian Christian community

For all those who are seeking “LIFE PARTNER” (BRIDE/GROOM) (Indians & NRI’s)  
an endeavour of the New Life Fellowship Church

Office:  
No: 84/3, 3rd Floor, UCF Centre, Hennur Main Road, Lingarajapuram, Bangalore 560084 

Phone: 080-65312900/65832788/25482036/7760655061   (Mon-Fri) (10:00 am to 5:00 pm) 
Email: info@believerswedding.com / reachnewlifevoice@gmail.com 

Log on to web site: www.believerswedding.com
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St.Hilda’S ScHool
Ootacamund-643001 

The Nilgiris, Tamil Nadu.

An all girls CSI Protestant Christian residential  School in 
Ooty, Tamil Nadu requires  a Principal.

Qualification: Post Graduate with B.Ed in Science and 
Commerce stream.

The candidate should have worked as a Vice Principal for a 
minimum of 2 years in an ICSE school.  

Must be an innovative and creative leader in implementing 
academic strategies.

Must have profound knowledge of ICSE curriculum, its 
updates and experience in Tamil Nadu Sate Board Higher 
Secondary system. 

Must possess a good professional rapport to sustain high 
academic standards and administrative skills

Will be required to stay on campus and manage residential 
staff and students.

Accommodation and meals will be provided. Salary will 
be commensurate with qualification and experience. 
Committed Christian female candidates will be preferred.

Apply in confidence by two weeks to, 
The Bishop Chairman, 

St.Hilda’s School, 
CSI Coimbatore Diocese, 

256, CSI Diocesan Office, Race Course Road, 
 Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, India- 641 018
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REPENTING, FORGIVING, 
FORGETTING

Swapna Peter
Do you know that the story of the prodigal son is your  

story and mine?

God proved His love 
on the Cross. When 
Christ hung, and bled, 

and died, it was God saying to 
the world, ‘I love you.’” (Billy 
Graham)

All of us know the story of the 
prodigal son in Luke 15. The 
story is about a loving father 
and his two sons. His younger 
son goes to his father one day 
and asks for his share of wealth. 
The younger son now becomes 
a rebellious son. The father, 
being a loving father, gives 
his son his portion of wealth. 
The rebellious gets lost in his 
own way. And when he loses 
all his wealth he comes to his 
senses and repents in his heart. 
The word ‘repentance’ means 
‘the changing of one’s mind’. The 
prodigal son’s repentant heart 
made him to return home to his 
father. 

The father in this parable has 
a forgiving heart. He never 
gave up hoping for his son’s 
repentance and return home. 

The moment the father saw 
his son coming, he joyfully 
accepted him with forgiving 
heart, without thinking about 
how much wealth was lost. 

Then we see the unforgiving 
heart of the older brother. He 
was focussed on the wrong-
doings of his brother and wanted 
to punish him, unwilling to see 
his changed heart. He showed 
no mercy and love; he was self-
centred and refused to forgive 
his brother. 

I think the title of the story 
should be Forgiving Father 
rather than Prodigal Son, 
because it’s the father’s love 
and forgiveness which covered 
all the wrongs of his son. 

Do you know that the story 
of the prodigal son is your 
story and mine? You and I are 
the prodigal sons/daughters, 
rebellious in heart and unwilling 
to obey God. We want to live 
our own way.

The loving father is our living 
God who suffered on the cross 
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for our sins. For our sins He 
bled and died. Our forgiveness 
was at the cost of His precious life. 
The Father is always waiting 
to embrace His children with a 
forgiving heart.

The truth is that many people 
say they forgive, but they never 
forget. Have you forgiven those 
who have caused the ills and 
hurts in your life and forgotten 
the unpleasant and painful 
experiences? If not, then ask 
God to give you His grace to do 

Swapna Peter  
is working as senior 

HR professional, lives 
in Mumbai 

so. Let us focus on Christ Jesus, 
who has paid a huge price to 
redeem us from our sins, and 
He will help us to forgive and 
forget. 

When our stubborn heart changes 
to a forgiving heart, Jesus Christ is 
glorified in our lives.
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Seminary for Training Missionaries and Pastors 
(Affiliated to IIICS) 

 
         Degree                Requirement Duration  Medium  
 

M.Div.         B. Th.   2 years  English 
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(Affiliated to IIICS) 

 
         Degree                Requirement Duration  Medium  
 

M.Div.         B. Th.   2 years  English 
       M.Div.                       Any bachelor degree 3 years  English 
           B.Th.             XII   3 years  English/Hindi/Marathi 
             B.Th.             X   4 years  English/Hindi/Marathi 
           Diploma Course        X/XII             2 years  English/Hindi/Marathi 
          Certificate Course     X attempted             1 year  English/Hindi/Marathi 

 
Special Features 

 
 Qualified faculty <> Well furnished Library <> Field Exposure and Practical Training <> Large Campus with 

adequate infrastructural facilities <> M. Div and B.Th. courses are also offered through extension <> Partial 
Scholarships for deserving candidates. 

 
Academic Year begins in June. Admission Started  

 
For Application and Prospectus, write to the Registrar, with MO for Rs. 100/-.    

Contact No: 9822924564, 9405010601 
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"SHOULD CHRISTIANS ACTIVELY OPPOSE IMMORALITY IN
SOCIETY? SHOULD CHRISTIANS BE THE MORAL GUARDIANS

OF SOCIETY?"

DEBADEBADEBADEBADEBATETETETETE

In today's culture and climate, we need to obey God in all situa-
tions, whether in joy or in sorrow. Our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ has taught us how to take up our cross and follow Him.

Yes, we should oppose immorality in society and set a good ex-
ample. As disciples of Christ, we should be moral guardians of so-
ciety and walk the path of sacrifice because our reward is from
God (Genesis 15:1).

Mrs. Alta David

Immorality not only relates to sexual matters alone, but also to
matters of any subject going against the accepted moral prin-
ciples, standards or law. Many believe that Christianity en-

dorses immorality because it is frequently mentioned in the Bible.
In fact God does not tolerate immorality in any form. Name one
immoral act, and it is condemned by the Scripture. Lovers of this
world are adulteresses; idolatry and pagan worship are adultery
before God (Js.4:4, Hos.4:12-13). Every one of the NT writers
strictly warns against evil living and apostasy. The final destina-
tion of such people is the eternal fire (Rev.22:15, 21:8). The be-
liever is appointed to be a watchman to warn the society of the
imminent judgement for vile living; if he fails to warn he will be
guilty before God (Eze.3:17-19, 33:7-9). He is authorised by the One
who has been given all authority in heaven and on earth
(Mtt.28:19). Hence it is the Christian's bounden duty to vehemently
oppose immorality in society.

Phinehas was rewarded for making atonement for Israel's har-
lotry, Nehemiah cleansed everything pagan in his community
(Num.25:1-13, Neh.13:23-30). The prophets too did their part to
restore righteous living among the Israelites. They severely
warned the society, but didn't involve themselves actively. The
Apostles also, apart from warning the Gentiles, didn't tackle the
problem directly. We know what happened to Simeon and Levi,
the self-imposed moral guardians of Shechem (Gen.34:30, 49:5-7).

While there are clear distinctions and diverse problems 
with traditional and indigenous-cum-charismatic churches, to 
holistically ascertain what ails the church, one should look through 
the different stages of the church to gain an integrated perspective. 
There are at least three stages: the church being cultivated, the 
established church and the leveraged church.

During the cultivation stage, there is clear evidence of Mark 6:8 
– “no bread, no money no spare tunic.” With intentional focus on 
relationship building, genuine fellowship, expository messages, 
insightful counsel coupled with home visitations, the dividends 
start to show. What impedes growth and snowballs into an 
irreconcilable problem is usually related to the natural tendency to 
establish one’s identity, temptation to ape others, if not keep pace 
to grow, and the all-time classic – the financial crunch. Subsequent 
to initial growth, there is either a conflict of interest or power 
struggle, invariably leading to exit of second line leaders, some 
of whom either join another church or start their own. While the 
novice churches have a logarithmic growth, their teething problem 
is to sustain the initial enthusiasm and grow. They forget to follow 
Matthew 6:34 and 11:28,29, “learn from Me…and find rest for your 
soul.” 

Once the church is established, the problem is the temptation to 
be spectacular. This temptation came to Jesus Himself (Matt.4:6). 
The biggest problem the leaders face at this stage is the struggle 
to be recognised and receive preaching invitations. This opens 
new avenues for raising funds, eventually losing the sense of their 

WHAT DO YOU THINK IS THE MOST  
SERIOUS PROBLEM IN THE CHURCH THAT 
SHOULD BE ADDRESSED IMMEDIATELY?
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DO YOU WANT TO ACCEPT THE CHALLENGE 
 FOR LOST SOULS ?

Dear Friends in Christ,

Greetings in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  This artical is very challenger advertiesment 
for every christian who lives in India . According to Matt. 28 : 19 – 20 we all are responsible 
for every lost souls. We have to follow the last commandment of the Lord Jesus gave before 
His assendence. Do you think I am right to say this ? How to be a prayer warrior for the 
land of Bundelkhand ? And How to be a part for spreding gospel in Bundelkhand ? I stongly 
beleived that every Christian who have burden for the lost souls after reading this booklate 
they will have concern for the unsaved people in Bundelkhand area.  It`s no matter where 
you are from and work. A Hindi song sangs in most of the Churches “ Khud Bachna He kafi 
nahi Auro ko bachana hoga. How we can accomplish this task witch is given by Jesus Christ 
to every beleiver?

NEED OF BUNDELKHAND FOR GOSPEL REACHING TASK. “As we want to establish 
gosple and Church planting work, we badly felt the need for more people in the vineyard 
to reach such a huge number of people with the gospel of Christ. We have started praying 
for more labourers as we saw the field vast and the harvest so plentiful! , The main religion 
of Bundelkhand is non christian but there are a considerable number of other religion too. 
People of Bundelkhand are very much religious. Caste system, in its worst form, exists in 
the villages.  As most of them are Caste non christian, they are aware of their religious 
philosophy. The Law of Karma, another version of fatalism, dominates their thoughts. This 
philosophy has mostly shaped the life of normal non christian. It has wrecked their hope 
for a change in their lives. Many schools of non christian do not realize the existence of sin 
itself. Think about sharing gospel with a person who does not believe in sin! However, what 
is it in comparison to the thousands and thousands of villages yet to be reached with the 
life giving gospel of Jesus! We know there is still a lot to be done! Most villages in North 
India are not blessed with a village evangelist! They are without Christ. The Mission is yet 
unaccomplished! . Beloved, these are eye-opening facts, isn’t it? Certainly, God wants us to 
do something. Let us remember these people and places. Let us pray fervently, labor patiently 
and wait hopefully for the furtherance of God’s kingdom in India. Now you can be a part of 
this mission to reach to unreached people in Bundelkhand by your prayers and supporting 
the evangelists. For more details you can write for the booklate introduction of Bundelkhand 
or you can visit our website sccfindia.org   and you can write for your pledge form for one 
year supporting the ministry with us.  Target for this year 2016 100 house churches, 50 new 
churches 200000 gospel ditribution. 100000 new non christian contact.

WANTED FOR CHURCH PLANTING MINISTRY FOR BUNDELKHAND

We are looking for some of single youngs fresh who completed their B.Th, or D.Th, or  
C,Th for the land of Bundelkhand and deseir to have work in villages, town, blocks and 
district age between 22 to 30 yr.  And those want to serve as ministry not to job. Intresting 
honorarium with T.A and D.A and live with team. Intrested candidate must write to us 
livingwordministry47@yahoo.in. 

To Director 
Sion Christian creative fellowship 

Post Box No. 2012 . Banda. U. P 210001 India. 
Mob. No. 08808776967

Advt.
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calling. While better facilities are added to the church, the focus 
gets diluted and diverted to acquiring new properties ‘to expand 
His kingdom.’ “Love for money…” (1Tim.6:10) becomes the order 
of the day.

In the leveraged church (with systems in place, sound finance, 
associates and lay leaders leading their own mini kingdoms) 
personal relationship with the congregation takes a beating. If 
it does exist, it is reserved for the influential and large donors. 
Ministries have diversified, but the ability to work with other 
missions has decreased. The greatest problem is the congregations’ 
portrayal of their leaders as infallible and indefatigable. Having 
lost the congregation’s pulse, the leaders start to control, rather 
than love the flocks under their care (Matt.20:21).

The problems associated at the leveraged state are: obsolete 
messages, repetitive illustrations, clichéd greetings, roping in 
guest preachers who spend more time talking of their proximity 
with the senior pastor. Not surprisingly, the worshippers leave 
the sanctuary after completing a ritual, with no spiritual manna 
for the soul.

D.G.Jebaraj, Kolkata
Psalm 133:1 reads, “Oh how good and pleasant it is when brothers 

can sit together, truly united!” The most serious problem faced 
by many churches is the lack of unity among the members. The 
church is divided into groups and the pastor also is forced to join 
one of the groups. The powerful group controls the affairs of the 
church. The dissatisfied group quits and forms a separate church. 
Increase in the number of churches naturally weakens the united 
Christian force as each denomination will have its own bye-laws, 
method of worship, etc. To bring the members of all churches to 
a common platform on any issue is also difficult because of the 
internal differences.

The need of the hour is to shun the differences among the members, 
minimise the number of denominations and come together to solve 
the problems of Christian brothers and others so as to make the 
church a place of reverence.

U. Jacob Udaya Kumar, Bellary, Karnataka
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MISSION INDIA THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
Accredited by Asia Theological Association (ATA) 

Post Box: 2, Wadi-P.O. Nagpur – 440023, M.S.

!!ADMISSIONS OPEN!!
Outstanding Features 

 Well qualified and experienced residential faculty.
 A Spacious 32-acre splendid campus with adequate facilities for men 

and women separately.
 Technical courses for all theological students. 
 Individual attention on every student.
 Freedom for spiritual growth.
 Various projects on Community Development. 
 Scholarships for deserving candidates.

Course Eligibility Duration Medium
Certificate in Theology  8th Pass 1 Year Hindi/Marathi
Diploma in Theology 10th Pass 2 Years English
Bachelor of Theology 12th Pass 3 Years English
Master of Divinity Residential & 
Non Residential 

Graduation 
/B.Th.

2/3 Years English

Master of Theology (Missiology) / 
Christian Counseling

M.Div. /B.D. / 
Equivalent.

2/3 Years English

Write for an application and prospectus by sending Rs. 200/- through M.O. to the 
Registrar at the address given below. Last date to receive filled application is May 
15, 2016.

*** For more information contact***
The Registrar Phone: (0712 ) 2500111, Fax :25000193
Mission India Theological Seminary Cell: 08007110209, 0753106517
Khadgaon, Kalambi-Post, Kalmeshwar-Tehsil E-mail: suchetamits@gmail.com
Nagpur-Dist, Maharashtra-441501 Website: www.mits-india.org

Classes commence in the month of June every year.
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The most serious problem in the church that should be addressed 
immediately is Satan, whom God created. All things were made by 
God, and without Him was not anything made (Jn.1:3;Rom.11:36). 
God made Satan before He made Adam. God said that Satan moved 
Him against Job to destroy him without any cause (2:3). To destroy 
man without a cause is a grave sin. Satan is the worst enemy of God 
and man (1Pet.5:8). At the same time, Satan is in heaven before God, 
accusing us night and day (Rev.12:10). It is with the permission of 
God that Satan does evils (Lk.22:31). Satan instigates many people 
to wrest the Scriptures (2Pet.3:16) to corrupt the word of God 
(2Cor.2:17) and to handle the word of God deceitfully (2Cor.4:2). 
One of the twelve men Jesus selected to be His apostles was a devil 
(Jn.6:70). Is this not, indeed, the most serious problem that should 
be addressed immediately?

The Omniscient, Omnipotent God has fixed the date and time up 
to which the devil will do his evils, and immediately after which 
He will shut him up in the bottomless pit and seal it so that he 
cannot escape upwards.

The one and only course open to man is to repent before 
God the Father forthwith and get remission of sin freely and 
instantly. Readers, please don’t postpone it for one moment 
(Acts 17:30).

M.P. Koshy, Mallapally, Kerala
The most serious problem in the churches is that the pastors and 

congregations waste their precious time in excess preaching and 
singing rather than praying and reading their Bibles. This grieves 
the Holy Spirit who longs to have a personal relationship with the 
congregations. (If we talk to Him, He will talk to us.) Lacking the 
power of the Holy Spirit, the churches have become powerless.

Churches need to organise frequent overnight and early-morning 
prayer groups throughout the year. Women groups, youth groups 
and Sunday school groups should emphasise more on the power 
and fruit of the Holy Spirit that God gives them when they wait on 
Him in prayer and meditate on His word. God’s hand will move to 
help us only when people repent from their sins and pray.

Vinay Mangalwadi, Faridabad, Haryana
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SHANTI BHAVAN MEDICAL CENTRE, P.O.BIRU;  
DISTRICT SIMEDEGA; JAHRKHAND-835 228.

Shanti Bhavan Medical Center is a new hospital in a rural area of Jharkhand State 
functioning from 20 Feb 2014.  It is a 100-bed hospital with the latest modern equip-
ment.  SMC provides all the basic specialties and will begin open heart surgery in 
February, 2016.  The building is spacious and beautiful.  The motivation is to serve 
the poorest of the poor in village Jharkhand with top notch medical care in a Chris-
tian environment.  

URGENTLY REQUIRES:

               1. MEDICAL DIRECTOR/CEO:
RESPONSIBLE FOR : Will be responsible for the entire range of medical 

administration, continuous growth and development, 
operational viability of good clinical practices, sustainability 
and brand.

KEY SKILLS: 1.Staff Training 2. Patient Care 3. Brand Building  4. 
Hospital Management 5. Cost Analysis 6. Leadership Skills 
7. Statutory Compliances 8 .  Relationship Building.

LEADERSHIP  PROFILE : 40-60 years of age
Post graduate/Super Specialist and preferably training in 
hospital management
15-20 years work experience. Must be a professing 
Christian representing the Lordship of Jesus Christ in 
his or her life

WORK EXPERIENCE: 15-20 Years
ANNUAL SALARY 
RANGE:

Rs. 20-30 lakhs commensurate with qualifications and 
experience.  Benefits include free, partially furnished 
accommodation.

2. NURSING SUPERINTENDENT:
RESPONSIBLE FOR: Nursing administration, Management and Supervision, 

Nursing liaison, Patient care, Staff development and 
welfare and Nursing Education and Research.

LEADERSHIP PROFILE: Should be between age group of 40-55 years 
Should be M.Sc (n). Must be a professing Christian 
representing the Lordship of Jesus Christ through his/
her life.

WORK EXPERIENCE : 15-20 Years
ANNUAL SALARY 
RANGE

Rs.15-18 Lakhs commensurate qualifications and 
experience.

JOB RESPONSES ON E-MAIL ID : searchcommittesmc@rediffmail.com
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PaINFUL LabOURS
Cyril Georgeson

Are we more ambitious for our children than God is?

Word and The World

These lyrics by the world 
famous band Pink Floyd 
in the late seventies 

found an echo in the hearts 
(and minds) of every student 
who struggled with the seeming 
tyranny of a rigid education 
system. This song was written 
by band member Roger Waters 
to share his views about formal 
education. He thought that his 
teachers were more interested 
in keeping the class occupied 
and quiet rather than helping 
them learn. He is quoted in the 
December 2009 issue of Mojo 
magazine, “You couldn’t find 
anybody in the world more 
pro-education than me. But 
the education I went through 
in boys’ school in the ‘50s was 
very controlling and demanded 

rebellion. The song is meant to 
be a rebellion against errant 
government, against people 
who have power over you, who 
are wrong. Then it absolutely 
demanded that you rebel against 
that.”

In an age where the Internet 
was unknown, this song and 
theme spread to India. One could 
hear this chorus being sung by 
many students in classrooms in 
the 1980s hoping that someone 
would hear and notice.

Fused Into The System
But now the very same stu-

dents who sang along have be-
come parents, teachers and even 
planners in the education sys-
tem. Have things changed? Do 

We don’t need no education,  
We don’t need no thought control, 
No dark sarcasm in the classroom. 

Teachers leave them kids alone, 
Hey! Teachers! Leave them kids alone! 

All in all it’s just another brick in the wall. 
All in all you’re just another brick in the wall.
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they remember their songs de-
manding change in the system? 
Most have just merged into the 
structure they cried against and 
now are the guardians and par-
ticipants of the same. Yes, it’s 
challenging to bring change. It 
requires one to flow against the 
tide, be creative, take risks and 
find security in something other 
than their employ-
ment.

The generation 
of the 80s and 90s 
sang aloud, but 
could not escape 
the system. There 
was no other 
alternative but 
to submit to the 
system. And of 
course, they finally 
blended  and 
settled in. Those 
who had financial resources fled 
to other parts of the world where 
they would be able to thrive.

Most people today may not 
have the potential of doing 
much to enable their children to 
completely bypass the system. 
There is much that can be done 
to minimise the constraints 
created by a dry unenthusiastic 
environment.

 Learning From A World View
It’s the time of the year when 

parents are relentlessly goading 

their children to study, study and 
study. How can this situation 
be avoided? It’s possible if the 
children consistently study 
through the year. This is easier 
said than done, more so, if the 
young ones do not have an 
inclination to do so.

Firstly, we need to help our 
children see that study is one 

of the ways of en-
gaging with God’s 
creation. God cre-
ated this orderly 
and uniform uni-
verse and gave us 
humans capaci-
ties like reason, 
memory and peer-
engagement to un-
derstand the order 
and uniformity in 
this world. This 
ability is clearly 

lacking in other creatures. It is 
only to humans that God said, 
“Be fruitful and multiply, and 
fill the earth, and subdue it, and 
rule over.” This not only gives 
us the mandate to study, but also 
to let our study result in techno-
logical innovation. Most kids 
who reject study love the gad-
gets of the modern world. This 
is inconsistent since all these 
devices (whether they be tabs or 
electric guitars) are a direct re-
sult of the created order and the 
human creative response. They 
can choose to be part of the sto-

It’s the time of the 
year when parents are 

relentlessly goading their 
children to study, study 
and study. How can this 
situation be avoided? It’s 

possible if the children 
consistently study through 
the year. This is easier said 
than done, more so, if the 

young ones do not have an 
inclination to do so.



Light of Life 65 March  2016

ry of technological development 
and thus continue in the lineage 
of God’s creativity.

Who Am I?
Then we need to help our 

children discover who they are. 
This primarily means not pre-
determining what their career or 
vocational choices should be, or 
even giving greater 
emphasis to one 
path over another. 
Some may be more 
creative, while 
others may be 
more structured, 
while others may 
be a blend of the 
two. And, even 
this categorisation 
is not exhaustive 
– God has made 
us unique even 
beyond these, 
so that we are as 
distinct as our fingerprints. How 
come, if each of us is so distinct, 
parents expect their children 
to be only doctors, engineers 
or managers? Many times we 
influence our children’s career 
choices based on the potential for 
wealth and personal security.

David Halberstam was an 
American journalist and histo-
rian, known for his work on the 
Vietnam war, politics, history, 
the civil rights movement, busi-
ness, media, American culture, 

and later, sports journalism. 
He won a Pulitzer Prize for In-
ternational Reporting in 1964. 
While speaking to students he 
encouraged them to stick to the 
area of interest and not the ar-
eas where the salaries are high. 
“Did it ever strike you,” he 
said, “that the only reason why 
they pay you that much mon-

ey is the fact that 
you would not 
take the job un-
less they paid you 
that much mon-
ey? And that you 
may be passing 
on something that 
you really want, 
and will miss out 
on?”

These days 
B o l l y w o o d 
movies promoting 
freedom from 

the limited framework, but 
encouraging one to do ‘who 
we are’ is found in popular 
movies like ‘Three Idiots’ and 
‘Tamasha’. Disciples of Jesus 
have been saved unto ‘good 
works that God has prepared 
beforehand for us’. When we 
respond to His call we will not 
be just ‘another brick in the wall’. 
Our uniqueness will thrive in 
what we do. Further, there are 
many streams of education now 
available to cater to diverse 
fields, unlike earlier.

God has made us unique 
even beyond these, so 

that we are as distinct as 
our fingerprints. How 
come, if each of us is so 
distinct, parents expect 
their children to be only 

doctors, engineers or 
managers? Many times we 

influence our children’s 
career choices based on the 

potential for wealth and 
personal security.
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God Raises And God Brings 
Down

Then how do we deal with the 
question of personal security – 
both fiscal and otherwise? We 
have to recognise that God has 
promised plenty of times in 
Scripture that He will provide 
for our every need as well as 
that He will never leave us nor 
forsake us. Are we able to believe 
Him, not only for ourselves but 
also for our children? Are we 
more ambitious for our children 
than God is? Do we have their 
greater interest at heart more 
than God does?

God loves our children more 
than we can ever do (though 
parents are the agency God 
primarily uses, to the extent 
they are surrendered to Him). 
He wants the best for them. We 
can finally rest in this promise, 
“No one from the east or the 
west or from the desert can 
exalt themselves. It is God 
who judges: He brings one 
down, he exalts another.”

Cyril Georgeson  
serves with InterServe and 

resides in Mumbai.

Balanilayam

A home for children of Christian parents working in rural 
areas of India where no suitable school facilities are available 
for their children, located at Vellore, Tamil Nadu, are seeking 
HOUSE PARENTS for the year starting May 2016.

Criteria

1. Committed Christian graduate / postgraduate without 
school-age children.

2. Fluent in English.

3. Age between 35 – 50 years.

4. Ability to live with the children as a family.

5. Be able to assist the children academically.

6. To nurture them in the Christian faith.

Applications may be sent to: balanilayamvellore@gmail.com
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEaR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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In Joshua Chapter 14, we 
read the heroic cry of 
Caleb, at the ripe old age 

of 85, “Give me this mountain!”
It is said of Caleb six times in 

the OT that he “wholly followed 
the Lord.” It is a phrase that 
means ‘To close the gap’. It is a 
phrase used by hunters to refer 
to their closing the gap between 
themselves and their prey. It 
refers to the fact that Caleb 
was committed to keeping the 
distance between himself and 
the Lord at a minimum. Every 
inch, every ounce, every nerve, 
every fibre of Caleb belonged to 
God.

What are the lessons that we 
can learn from Caleb?
1. Your past can dictate your 

future if you let it. Let it go!
 His name means ‘dog’, 

which intimates just how 
much of an outsider he had 
been all his life. Dogs in 
the ancient Eastern culture 
were not pets; they were 
curs, scavengers – wild and 
unwanted. For his parents 

LEADERSHIP LESSONS

LEaDERS WHO TRUST IN GOD
GROW STRONGER WITH aGE

Vijay Thangaiah
Half-hearted Christians are faint-hearted Christians.

to saddle him with such a 
name suggests that he did 
not fit in with their plans, 
that he was inconvenient 
or unattractive or difficult, 
and therefore rejected. To 
be turned out by your own 
family meant the loss of 
all claim to inheritance or 
privilege in keeping with 
the family name. And when 
this was taken from you, you 
were, in the truest sense, a 
man without a country.

 There’s no knowing exactly 
how he came to be so named. 
All we know is that one day, 
Caleb – ‘Dog’ - came into 
the tribe of Judah, the royal 
tribe from which the kings 
of Israel came. It is one of 
those wonderful ironies of 
the amazing grace of God 
that can surprise you with 
sheer joy! God loves to take 
the outcasts and make them 
belong to Himself and to His 
covenant people.

 Hand over your past to God; 
you can’t change it anyway. 
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Give up your present to Him; 
you can’t manage it without 
Him. Receive your future 
from Him; He’s already 
written it in a way that brings 
Him glory and you good.

2. The greatest 
danger you 
will face as a 
Christian is 
choosing between 
faith and sight.

 God made a 
special promise 
to Caleb in 
N u m b e r s 
32:11,12 and Deuteronomy 
1:35,36 – “ He shall see it , and 
to him and to his children I 
will give the land on which 
he has trodden, because he 
has wholly followed the 
Lord.” For the next 40 years 
what did Caleb do? He lived 
in tents and went to funerals 
of his comrades - people he 
had grown up with in the 
slave pits of Egypt, crossed 
the Red Sea with. When 
plagues came, Caleb never 
got sick. He held on to the 
promises during these long 
years and found that God 
keeps His promises – He can 
be trusted.

3. Circumstances and the passing 
of time will threaten your zeal.

 Back in Numbers 13:30 it was 
Caleb who took the lead in 

trying to convince Israel to 
go and conquer. Yet, when 
God chose a leader to invade 
Canaan 38 years later He 
chose Joshua. Caleb would 
have been a fine leader. But 

there is no record 
of Scripture of any 
friction between 
these two men. 
Caleb accepted his 
behind the scenes 
role and followed. 
You cannot be a 
leader if you’re 
not willing to be a 
follower.

He trusted in God.
4. Caleb finished strong! 
 He didn’t look for retirement, 

but for reassignment. Age has 
little to do with achievement. 
Being whole hearted has 
everything to do with it.

 Dr. Paul Brand, a well-
known doctor and author, 
was raised in India, where his 
parents were missionaries. 
In his book, In His Image, he 
writes about his mother. He 
writes that when his mother 
was 75 years old, she was 
still walking miles every 
day, visiting the villages in 
the southern part of India, 
teaching the people about 
Jesus. One day, at age 75, 
she was travelling alone 
and fell and broke her hip. 

Hand over your past to 
God; you can’t change it 
anyway. Give up your 

present to Him; you can’t 
manage it without Him. 
Receive your future from 

Him; He’s already written 
it in a way that brings Him 

glory and you good.
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After two days of just lying 
there in pain, some workers 
found her and put her on a 
makeshift cot and loaded her 
into their jeep and drove 150 
miles over deep rutted roads 
to find a doctor who could 
set the broken bones. But the 
very bumpy ride damaged 
her bones so badly that her 
hip never completely healed. 
He says, “I visited my mother 
in her mud-covered hut 
several weeks after all of this 
happened. I watched as she 
took two bamboo crutches 
that she had made herself, 
and moved from one place 
to another with her feet just 
dragging behind because 
she had lost all feeling in 
them.” He says, “At age 75, 
with a broken hip, unable 
to stand on her own two 
legs, I thought that I made a 
pretty intelligent suggestion. 
I suggested that she retire.” 
He says, “She turned around 
and looked at me and said, 
‘What value is that? If we try 
to preserve this body just a 
few more years and it is not 
being used for God, of what 
value is that?’ So she kept on 
working. She kept on riding 
her donkey to villages until 
she was 93 years old... And 
she continued to tell people 
about Jesus Christ until she 
died at age 95.”

5. Caleb experienced what God 
had promised!

 He climbed the mountains 
and he defeated the giants 
– he claimed his possession. 
The name of the place Caleb 
inherited used to be called 
Kirjatharba (city of the four 
giants). Now it was named 
Hebron (seat of association 
or fellowship). Caleb refused 
to quit until he had obtained 
everything the Lord had for 
him! He refused to stop until 
he had obtained that place of 
fellowship with God.

 Where are you in your 
personal walk with the 
Lord? Have you entered into 
your victory, or are you still 
wandering around in the 
wilderness struggling day 
to day? God has a place of 
peace and power for you, but 
you must be willing to claim 
your possession. It isn’t for 
the faint-hearted, but it is for 
the faith-hearted. 

 Half-hearted Christians are 
faint-hearted Christians, and 
they never learn to conquer 
the giants in their lives.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.
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Christian Senior Citizens’ Retreat  
Celebrated In Miraj On Republic Day

The first ever Christian Senior Citizens’ Retreat 
was organised by Dr. Amit Kamle and Mrs.Pornima 
Kamle, Director A.K. International Tourism, with 
the cooperation and support of churches of the 
Christian community on 26th January 2016 in 
Miraj. Guests of honour were Hon. MLA Shri. 
Sudhir Gadgil and Marathi Senior actress Dr. 
Nishigandha Wad, who were honoured with 
“A.K.Honours” for their contribution in their 
respective fields. Shri.Gadgil and Dr.Nishigandha 
Wad inaugurated the 2016 Calendar of A.K. 
International Tourism.

On this auspicious occasion Medical Discount 
Cards were given to all the Christian Senior citizens, 
which will get them discounts on health check up 
and treatment in the best hospitals and clinics 
like Wanless Hospital, Seva Sadan Heart Clinic, 
Shanti Saroj Netralay, Swaram ENT, Dorle Dental, 
Sparsh Physiotherapy, Shiv Cancer Institute, Dr. 
Bhanchandra Patil Orthopedic Hospital, Bone 

Advt.
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and Joint Clinic, Mary Bhore Nursing School and 
Gaikwad Hospital. Dr. Amit Kamle thanked all the 
Doctors of these hospitals and clinics for extending 
their support towards the Christian community. 
Over 523 Christian seniors registered to avail 
these medical facilities. Dr.Deepak Kamle, former 
Director, Wanless Hospital, and Dr.Nathaniel 
Sase, present Director of Wanless Hospital, 
presented A.K.Honours to senior Christian Pastors 
Rev. R.S.Awale, Rev.Albert Londhe, Rev. Suman 
Navgire, Ps.Christopher, Rev.Rebecca More, Rev.
Mohan Waghare, Ps.Pramod Londhe, Ps.Bhaskar, 
Ps.Nitin Dongare and Ps.Nitin Gorde. Also Shri 
Anjuman Khan and Shri.Prasannaraj Pandya were 
felicitated by Prof.Ronald Dhillon. The program 
created awareness amongst the senior citizens on 
topics like Importance of Will, Investments, rights 
and laws for senior citizens. Free portrait pictures 
and calendars were given during the program. 
Free food was served after the programme, 
followed by musical melody of 50’s and 60’s. 
Mrs.Jaya Kamle anchored the program.

“Seeing the Senior Christian 
community united today made me 
very happy”, smiled Dr. Amit Kamle. 
The senior citizens felicitated Dr.Amit 
Kamle with traditional Pheta and 
thanked him for making their Republic 

Day memorable. “I feel proud that we see the 
Core (Mukut) of our community united today”, 
concluded Dr.Amit Kamle.

Advt.
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Plea To Remove ‘In God We Trust’
(TOI, Chicago): An unusual lawsuit 

filed on behalf of several atheists in a US 
court has sought removal of the term ‘In 
God We Trust’ from American currency 
on grounds that it is unconstitutional.  The 
112-page lawsuit, filed by Sacramento 
doctor and lawyer Michael Newdow in 
a federal court in Akron, Ohio, contends 
that having the phrase on paper money 
and coins violates the constitutional 
rights of those who do not believe in an 
almighty being and violates separation of 
church and state.

The California atheist, best known for 
challenging the government’s sanctioned 
use of the word ‘God’, has filed the suit 
on behalf of 41 plaintiffs, including many 
unnamed parents and children who 
either are atheists or are being raised as 
atheists. The lawsuit states having ‘In God 
We Trust’ violates the Religious Freedom 
Restoration Act of 1993. The word ‘God’ 
is used hundreds of times in the lawsuit, 
but each reference, save for those in the 
titles for publications, is styled as ‘G-d’.  

Alleged Conversion
(CNN-IBN): In a bizarre incident of 

public shaming, Bajrang Dal activists 
shaved a man’s head and paraded him on 

a donkey in Jalaun village, Uttar Pradesh, 
over suspicion that he converted Hindus 
to Christianity. The accused allegedly 
converted three Hindus to Christianity 
and made them eat pork and beef. He 
also allegedly made them walk over 
photographs of Hindu deities following 
the conversion.

Local police went to the village to 
control the situation. Police rescued the 
alleged conversion agent from Bajrang Dal 
activists and have sent him for medical 
treatment.

Bharatiya Janata Party has called the 
incident inhuman. “We need to ensure 
that we arrive at some kind of thinking as 
to how we can prevent these incidents. 
With regard to the police, they need to 
take the strongest possible action and the 
guilty, whoever it is, has to be punished 
for such barbaric crimes. We all have to 
be sensitive about our religious practices, 
our faith, and not do anything which 
causes hurt to anyone. At the same time, 
no one can be justified to take law into 
their own hands,” BJP leader Nalin Kohli 
said.

Attacks on Christians on Rise
(Internet): Christians came out in 

large number in New Delhi protesting 
against a series of church attacks in 
the city in the past two months, on 
Thursday, February 5, 2015. A Mumbai-
based Christian rights group has claimed 
that there were more than once a day 
incident of violence against Christians 
throughout 2015 claiming the lives of 
seven pastors and affecting over 8,000 
Christians.
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The Catholic Secular Forum (CSF) in its 
annual report Indian Christian Persecution 
- The CSF 2015 Report, alleged “a minimum 
of 365 incidents—including murders, 
vandalism of church and worship places, 
armed attacks and arrests, rape and 
assault on pregnant women – according to 
the reports available,” it noted. However, 
Joseph Dias, the group’s director and the 
General Secretary of Catholic Secular 
Forum (CSF) exclaimed that “such 
incidents are miniscule compared to the 
actual ground zero reality, where they 
work.” The report sheds light on the fact 
that most persecution goes unreported 
as the Christian activists do not want to 
antagonize those in power or out of fear of 
repercussions.

Misuse of Conversion Law in M. P.
(Internet): Archbishop Leo Cornelio of 

Bhopal has alleged that the misuse of anti-
conversion law in Madhya Pradesh has 
brought more suffering and anguish for 
the Christian community as it has given 
the propagators of Hindutva ideology 
a free hand to accuse anyone of forced 
conversion.

“Fringe groups try to take advantage 
of the fact that the BJP is in power,” 
the archbishop said explaining a recent 
case where 12 people gathered at a 
house prayer were accused of forced 
conversion, arrested and sent to jail.

The Madhya Pradesh Dharma 
Swatantraya Adhinivamr (the Madhya 
Pradesh Freedom of Religion Act, 1968,) 
prohibits religious conversion by the use 
of ‘force’ or ‘allurement’ or by ‘fraudulent 
means’. Conversion is a cognizable 

offense under the Act. Allurement has 
been loosely defined as any temptation in 
the form of any gift or gratification either 
in cash or kind, grant of any material 
benefit, either momentary or otherwise.

Responding to a query on conversions, 
the Archbishop remarked, “Thousands 
of students study in Christian schools, 
but how many of them complain about 
conversion?” and added that there could 
be “an odd case of conversion but without 
inducement. People are free to make their 
religious choices”. He also highlighted 
how the church and institution’s primary 
focus is humanitarian service.

Christians Protest (TOI) Over 1500 
Christians representing various churches 
protested at Azad Maidan on February 
4 against the arrest of two staffers of 
Vasai’s Ashirwad Prayer Centre (APC) 
in the last week of January 2016. The 
Vasai police filed a case under the Black 
Magic Act against the centre located 
in Bhuigaon, Vasai (near Mumbai), 
following a complaint by the Maharashtra 
Andhashraddha Nirmoolan Samiti 
(MANS).

The protestors said that it was unjust to 
book the APC’s founder Pastor Sebastian 
Martin and his staff under the Act as the 
centre did not practice any black magic 
but was only engaged in prayers.

While Martin, who is undergoing 
treatment for his back injury at 
Jupiter Hospital in Thane, has sought 
anticipatory bail, the protestors alleged 
that police was stationed outside the 
hospital to prevent him from signing his 
application for bail. 
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