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(Psa.105:15)

“There is an appointed time for everything… 
a time to tear apart and a time to sew together; 

(Eccl.3:1,7).
a time to be silent and a time to speak” 
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The digital version of the magazine is available as a PDF 
document, which is an exact copy of the print version. The 
document will be password protected and placed for download 
on the Light of Life web site at www.lightoflife-india.com/dm/
dm.html at the beginning of each month. 

The password will be intimated to the subscribers each month 
by e-mail. The document will be available on the site for that 
month and will be replaced by the latest issue each month.

Quite a few subscribers have switched over to the digital 
version of the magazine, and we understand that they are happy 
with the clarity and presentation of its contents. Moreover, this 
eliminates the problem of non-delivery of the magazine by the 
postal staff.

We request you to share this information with your relatives 
and friends, the youngsters in particular, and encourage them to 
subscribe for the digital version of the magazine. Thank you.

The current subscription rate is Rs.200 per year. You can 
subscribe by electronic bank transfer to Light of Life savings 
bank account No.003601021256 (IFSC Code ICIC0000036) 
in the Maratha Mandir Branch of ICICI Bank, followed by 
intimating the details by e-mail to

lightoflife1@rediffmail.com or lightoflife2777@gmail.com
Or, you can send the subscription through cheque/DD, drawn 

in favour of Light of Life Magazine, to 21 YMCA Road, 
Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400 008; but it is important that you 
send us your e-mail as well as postal address.

Editorial Board

Digital Magazine
Light of Life
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YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 
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Light Up The Path

I look forward to the first week 
of every month when I receive my 
copy of Light of Life. Praise God for 
inspiring writers like Kuruvilla 
Chandy, Cyril Georgeson, Oby 
Cherion, Lily Abraham, Suresh 
Manoharan and Zac Poonen, 
just to name a few. i enjoy the 
crossword puzzle. It enables me 
to study each book intensely. I 
particularly enjoy the character 
studies by Vijay Thangiah. May 
God bless Light of Light and may 
it continue to light up the path 
of many Christians for years to 
come. I do miss Bob’s Banter 
which used to come in the earlier 
issues.

Mary Mathew, Trivandrum, 
Kerala.

Educative

I thank you for sending the 
magazine regularly. It was 
interesting and educative to read 
the article, “Following the ways 
of the world” by T. A. Prabhu 
Kiran, published in May 2019. 
His analogy of Mesopotamian 
civilisations related to the waters 
of the Nile and Euphrates rivers, 
the connotation with living 
waters given by Jesus and the 
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analysis of life of Abraham have 
been encouraging.

I congratulate the author and 
Light of Life for publishing such 
excellent articles for Bible study 
and deeper Christian life

M. G. Mathews, Mumbai, 
Maharashtra

Duke Jeyaraj Responds To P. 
Kanagaraj

that John Chau did was brave. 
Is it a sin to announce the Gospel 

to someone? While it is true that 
all Christians are not called to one 
locally specific task, it is true all 
Christians are called to be brave. 
John Chau sincerely believed that 
God spoke to him time and again 
that he should be a missionary 
to the North Sentinel islands. 
Preaching the Gospel to everyone 
is a biblical command. So, how 
can what he did be wrong? It was 
audacious. Certainly. We must be 
audacious for Christ. That’s the 
point of my article.

We count on your prayers!
As we at Light of Life seek to fulfil this ministry for the edification of our readers, we seek 

your prayers for God’s  anointing, blessings, provisions and guidance. Thank you.

ReQUiReD  DiReCtoR
Applications are invited from desirous, eligible Christian doctors for the post of Director of 
Miraj Medical Centre, Miraj.

eligibility Criteria:

The applicant, He/ She shall be:

•	 Communicant	Christian

•	 Member	of	CNI	Diocese/	Church	for	more	than	10	years.

•		 Have	a	good	local	standing.

•	 Professor	level	or	above.

•	 Administrative	training	certificate.

•	 Administrative	experience	of	minimum	10	years.

•	 Professionally	shall	have	publication	of	papers	in	index	journals.

•	 Produce	confidential	letters	from	two	known	persons.

•			Professional	experience	of	minimum	10	years.

•	 Candidates	 should	 prepare	 and	 present	 vision	 for	 Wanless	 Hospital	 at	 the	 time	 of	
interview.

Desirous,	 eligible	 candidate	 should	 apply	 to	 “Convenor/	 Director,	 Search	 Committee”,	 C/o	
Wanless	Hospital,	Dr.	A.G.	Fletcher	Marg,	Gandhi	Chowk,	Miraj	416	410,	Dist.	Sangli,	on	or	
before 10th July 2019.
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Editorial

PICK YOUR FIGHT

As the population has 
increased in India 
and more people have 

moved into the cities, the traffic 
in many cities has become more 
and more chaotic. Admittedly, 
some cities are more chaotic 
than others! Even though city 
authorities are trying to handle 
the traffic by adding ‘metro’ rail 
services, flyovers, elevated roads, 
ring roads, etc., problems keep 
overtaking the solutions soon. 
Everyone seems to be in a hurry, 
and understandably so – children 
who need to be taken to school 
on time, office workers who have 
to clock in before the deadline, 
people who have to catch long-
distance buses, trains and flights, 
ambulances that are rushing 
patients to hospitals, delivery 
boys rushing to meet their 
targets, etc. One result among 
many is that people are becoming 
less concerned about keeping the 
traffic rules as long as they can 

avoid getting caught. Many think 
that if at all they get caught they 
can manage to get off by tipping 
the cops. Another result is that 
people manoeuvre their vehicles 
on the road as if they were in a 
race, taking risks with the sole 
goal of getting ahead, irrespective 
of how they put themselves and 
others in danger.

Still another noticeable effect is 
that due to the tension involved, 
tempers get really frayed and road 
rage is becoming more common. 
When something goes wrong, a 
shouting match starts, with each 
one trying to pin the blame on 
the other. A pecking order also 
appears, with the owners of 
the bigger and more expensive 
vehicles trying to shout down the 
other party. Sometimes things 
end up in blows or even melees 
with the crowds pitching in.

What are your thoughts when 
you are moving through this traf-
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fic? How selfish, careless and 
reckless people are around you? 
Why the government is not tak-
ing enough care to build the nec-
essary infrastructure? That cor-
ruption is the reason why people 
are getting driving licences eas-
ily? Thanking God for saving you 
from accidents and keeping you 
safe? Praying that He will take 
you home safe?

One thought that comes to me 
at such times in the midst of the 
mixture of thoughts is, “Something 
should be done about this.” I think 
of the various groups of people 
who have the responsibility to do 
something about this and others 
who are trying to do 
their best to help. After 
considering various 
options by which I 
could get involved, 
I conclude that this particular 
matter is outside my own scope. 
Along with that conviction, I also 
conclude that the chaos is likely 
to become only worse as time 
goes on. I realise that, if I am 
unable to do anything about it, 
the next best thing for me to do is 
to accept the situation and calm 
down instead of getting agitated 
about it. My getting agitated is 
only going to steal my peace of 
mind and perhaps my health too! 
My focus then shifts to dealing 
with my responses as best as 
possible and leaving the problem 

to those who are responsible for 
handling it.

Some people will chip in at 
this time with the ‘story of the 
starfish’! It is about a man walking 
on the beach where many starfish 
were stranded without being able 
to get back to sea. He picked up 
one starfish after another as he 
walked along and threw them into 
the sea. Another man asked him 
why he was wasting his efforts 
since he would never be able 
to solve the problem for all the 
starfish on the beach. His answer, 
as he threw one more into the sea, 
was that it made a huge difference 
to that one! Of course, this is a big 

lesson for us to learn 
that even a small act of 
kindness to someone 
has a definite impact.

But what I learn 
from the traffic is another lesson. 
There are things I am not able 
to change in my circumstances 
or situations. Once I recognise 
those, I can stop getting agitated 
about them and instead learn to 
accept their reality and make my 
own adjustments to live within 
those limitations.

Why do we work ourselves up 
by getting dissatisfied with the 
colour of our skin, the family we 
were born into, our inability to do 
certain things others can do (while 
forgetting about the things God 

Even a small act of 
kindness to someone 
has a definite impact.
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has given us ability to do), certain 
comforts we don’t have in life that 
others have, etc.? Jesus asks us 
wisely why we are spending a lot 
of our time worrying about how 
long we will live if we are not able 
to change it by worrying about it 
(Matt.6:27).

So, there are things we can 
change, and things we cannot. 
Wisdom is to know the difference 
and to put our energy and effort 
only into things we can change. 
This will lead us into ‘rest’ in 
our minds instead of 
allowing ourselves to 
be worked up about 
so many things in life 
we are in no position 
to change.This idea has been 
put across in what is commonly 
known as the ‘serenity prayer’. 
“God, grant me the serenity to 
accept the things I cannot change, 
courage to change the things I 
can, and wisdom to know the 
difference” (Reinhold Niebuhr). 
We must try to change what we 
can change. But when we come 
across situations that cannot be 
changed – seemingly with a wall 
blocking our progress – we have 
to re-position our thinking and 
find out the best way to cope with 
them without beating our head 
against the wall.

Just think about different 
practical examples. We find 

ourselves in a job that is very 
demanding on us and our family 
in terms of time. If we can find a 
better job, fine. But many times we 
may find that it is not easy to get a 
better job because the market for 
jobs has become too competitive 
and there are too many people 
available to take our place. Then 
we are forced to accept certain 
limitations in our situation and 
find out what we can change to 
make better use of our time with 
the family. In another example, 
two people get married with 

great expectations and 
soon they come to see 
that their spouse has 
certain shortcomings. 
They can go for 

counselling and learn how to 
adjust with the spouse they have, 
because the solution is not to start 
looking for a better spouse! It 
goes without saying that, instead 
of spending time and money for 
the impossible task of changing 
the colour of our skin, we can 
come to rest much more quickly 
if come to see that our value is 
not based on what people say but 
on what our Creator thinks about 
us. He valued us so much that He 
was willing to come looking for 
us and pay the costliest price ever 
to redeem us for Himself.

No one will deny the fact that 
life is full of adversities. Some 

There are things we 
can change, and things 

we cannot.
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people face one type of adversity 
and others face different ones. 
We cannot wish them away, nor 
can we insist that God should give 
us a trouble-free life. At the same 
time, no one likes adversity and 
we all would like to change things 
for the better if we could. But 
there are times when we come to 
realise that certain changes are 
not possible and that we have to 
live with certain limitations to 
our expectations. It is there that 
the wise man understands where 
to fight on and where to cease 
struggling.

there are people who are prone 
to being passive, saying that God 
will take care of them and ending 
up doing nothing about what they 
can to improve their situations. 
Then there are others who are 
beating their heads against the 
wall out of dissatisfaction for all 
their circumstances and never 
learning to enjoy the peace and 
rest God has prepared for them. 

The balance is found somewhere 
in between where we are willing 
to put in effort where we can 
change things and coming to 
rest when we recognise and 
accept limitations that cannot be 
changed.

We need to ask God for wisdom 
to know when to take action and 
when to get reconciled to the 
situations. We also need strength 
from Him to be able to change the 
things that can be changed and to 
manage ourselves when we are 
stuck with situations we cannot 
change. “There is an appointed 
time for everything… a time to 
tear apart and a time to sew 
together; a time to be silent and 
a time to speak” (Eccl.3:1,7).

LIGHT OF LIFE 53 MARCH  2016

Dr. Daniel Sathiaraj 
retired from St John’s 

PG College, Hyderabad, 
where he taught Computer 

Science. He lives in 
Hyderabad.

noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 
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OUR LABOUR IN THE 
LORD

When we labour ‘in the Lord’ we bear fruit that will  
last for eternity.

VIVEK SALINS

therefore, my dear 
brothers, stand firm. 
Let nothing move you. 

Always give yourselves fully to 
the work of the Lord, because you 
know that your labour in the Lord 
is not in vain” (1Cor.15:58).

“Be on your guard; stand firm 
in the faith; be men of courage; 
be strong. Do everything in love” 
(1Cor.16:13).

The triumphant, glorious 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus 
Christ from the dead is the 
cornerstone or the foundation 
of the Christian faith. If Christ 
has not been raised, our faith 
is futile; we are still in our sins, 
cut off from God, and heading for 
eternal damnation in hell fire 
(Gen.1:17;Rev.20:15).

Having written a lengthy 
discourse on the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ and its blessings for 
the Christians, Paul encourages 
the Corinthian church leaders 
and believers to continue in the 
work of the Lord, because they 
know that their labour in the Lord 

is not in vain. Because of Christ’s 
resurrection from the grave, a 
historical fact, there is life after 
death for every human, and that 
life is endless, full of joy in the 
very presence of God, where there 
is no pain, no sickness, no sorrow, 
no sin, and no death! This life, in 
fact, begins right here on earth 
only for those who are ‘born again’ 
or ‘born of the Spirit’ (1Jn.5:11-
13). What does that mean? The 
Lord Jesus explains the meaning 
in John 3:3-16 and the apostle 
Paul echoes it in Rom.6:23. In a 
nutshell, “Everyone who believes 
in (Jesus Christ) (has) eternal 
life.” “The wages of sin is death, 
but the gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus.”

God, in His love, has reached 
out to us in the person of His Son, 
Jesus, who lived a perfect, sinless 
life in this world and died for us, 
taking all our sins upon Himself 
on the cross, so that we sinners 
need not live in the eternal 
agony of hell after we leave this 
world! On the third day, after 
having suffered an agonising 
death and hell for us, Jesus rose 
triumphantly from the grave by 
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the supernatural power of God 
and went back to His eternal glory 
in heaven. By His resurrection 
He conquered death. He is now 
preparing a place in heaven for all 
those who believe in Him as their 
Saviour from sin and accept His 
forgiveness and cleansing by faith 
(Jn.14:1-3;Eph.1:7,8). This is the 
Good News – the Gospel – that 
every true disciple of Christ has 
been commanded to share with 
the people of this world. How do 
we do it?

In 1 Corinthians 16:13, Paul 
directs the Christians to be on 
their guard; to stand firm in the 
faith; to be men of courage; to 
be strong, and to do everything 
in love. We need these divine 
attributes to be fruitful in God’s 
work of reconciling sinners to 
Himself. Let us look at these 
attributes briefly: 

1. Prayer. We are to be constantly 
on our guard. Through prayer 
and study of God’s word we can 
enjoy constant communion with 
God. Our Lord Jesus encouraged 
His disciples to pray so that 
they do not yield to temptation. 
Our faithful prayer life ensures 
that Satan doesn’t deceive us 
and take us by surprise, and we 
know precisely how the Lord is 
directing our steps.

2. Faith. Our fellowship with God 
through prayer and meditation 
on His word helps us to stand firm 

in the faith we profess, even in 
the most difficult circumstances. 
Without faith it is impossible to 
please God (Heb.11:6).

3. Courage and strength. Men 
and women of prayer and faith 
are also courageous and strong 
against every attack of the devil 
because they are armed with 
the most powerful weapons of 
spiritual warfare. They are strong 
in the Lord and in His mighty 
power (Eph.6:10-20).

4. Love. Our prayer life, faith, 
courage and strength must be 
flavoured with the love of God. 
Unless we allow God’s agape love 
to control us, as we reach out to 
the lost souls all around us with 
the message of the Gospel, our 
labour is futile, so far as God is 
concerned (1Cor.13:1-3). When 
our service to God is motivated 
by His love and compassion, our 
labour in the Lord will never be 
in vain. This divine love causes 
us to be willing to not only share 
the Gospel of God but our lives 
as well with the people we serve 
(1Thes.2:7-9).

When we labour ‘in the 
Lord’ we bear much fruit – 
fruit that will last for eternity 
(Jn.15:4-5).

Vivek Salins  
presently serves the Lord in a 

Christian NGO in Mumbai
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our Lord Jesus Christ 
explains in the parable 
of the ten virgins 

(Matt.25:1-13), who can enter 
into the kingdom of God. In the 
beginning, all the ten virgins were 
holding lamps which were burning. 
The burning lamp represents our 
salvation experience. Isaiah 62:1 
says, “salvation like a torch that 
is burning.” When we 
receive our salvation 
experience, our heart 
is filled with the love 
of Jesus Christ and 
is like a lamp that 
burns. Jesus, after His 
resurrection, when walking along 
with the disciples of Emmaus, 
was explaining the Scriptures to 
them. The disciples commented, 
“Did not our heart burn within 
us while He talked with us by the 
way and while He opened to us 
the Scriptures?” (Lk.24:32). Our 
hearts also should burn when we 
are filled with the word of God. It 
is the true salvation experience. 
In order to keep our lamps 
burning, we need oil. Here, oil 
represents our prayer life. When 

THE WISE AND THE  
FOOLISH VIRGINS

We may be still in the church, but with snuffed out lamps.

B. JOY VASANTHI we have regular Bible reading 
and prayer, our lives will be filled 
with the Holy Spirit. If we neglect 
these two things in our lives, they 
become cold and we will be like 
those five foolish virgins who did 
not have oil with them. ‘Fools’ 
in God’s sight means losing our 
salvation experience and the 
Holy Spirit from our lives. As the 
ten virgins represent the church, 
we may be still in the church, 

but with snuffed out 
lamps. There are three 
reasons which make 
us fools in the sight of 
God or lose oil in our 
lamps.

1. The Lust Of The Flesh 

The lust of the flesh in our life 
will diminish the oil in our lamp. 
One such example is Samson. He 
lost his anointing due to his love 
for Delilah, who nudged him daily 
to reveal the secret of his strength. 
Samson’s birth was foretold 
by the Lord (Judg.13). Samson 
had a very powerful anointing 
(Judg.14:6;15:15,16;16:3). When 
the Spirit of the Lord came upon 
him, he would tear a lion like a 
lamb, kill 1000 Philistines with 

When we have regular 
Bible reading and 

prayer, our lives will 
be filled with the Holy 

Spirit.
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the jaw-bone of an ass and uproot 
the huge doors of the city gate. 
But Samson was not bothered to 
keep his life holy. He was in the 
wrong company. He was much in 
love with Delilah and opened his 
heart to her and told the secret 
of his anointing. When his head 
was shaved, he didn’t realise 
that the Holy Spirit had left him 
(16:20). “‘I will go out as at other 
times and shake myself free.’ But 
he did not know that the Lord 
had departed from 
him.” The Philistines 
captured him, plucked 
his eyes and he was 
grinding flour in the 
prison. 

A true Christian can 
feel the presence of the Holy Spirit 
in his/her life, if he/she is sincere 
in Bible reading and prayer. But 
when we nurture sexual lust, 
pornography or cinema, or have 
wrong relationships in our life, 
we will not be interested in Bible 
reading and prayer, and the Holy 
Spirit will leave us. Like Samson, 
we may not know when the Lord 
has left. We can be still in the 
church, but blind like Samson.

King David, when he committed 
adultery with Bathsheba, cried 
before the Lord, “Do not cast me 
away from Your presence and do 
not take Your Holy Spirit from 
me. Restore to me the joy of Your 
salvation and sustain me with 

a willing spirit” (Psa.51:11,12). 
David very well knew that adultery 
and sexual lust would take away 
the salvation experience from 
him. But he repented before God 
(Psa.51). Samson also repented 
and cried to the Lord, “Please 
strengthen me just this time, 
O God.” The Lord granted his 
desire.

If we are caught in sin and 
if we want forgiveness, let us 
cry before the Lord for pardon. 

Let us cry earnestly 
like Samson, saying, 
“Please strengthen me 
just this time, O God,” 
or like David, “Do not 
take Your Holy Spirit 
from me.” the Lord 

will save us.

2. The Spirit Of Disobedience

All Christians should have the 
spirit of implicit obedience to 
our Lord’s words. The spirit of 
disobedience will take away our 
regular Bible reading and prayer 
life from us. Then we will lose our 
anointing also. We can illustrate 
this from the life of King Saul. Saul 
was made the first king of Israel. 
When God commended Saul, 
through the prophet Samuel, to 
utterly destroy the Amalekites, 
he disobeyed the Lord. He 
justified his disobedience by 
saying that he preserved the 
fatlings for sacrifice. But the Lord 

If we are caught in 
sin and if we want 

forgiveness, let us cry 
before the Lord for 

pardon.
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said, “Behold, to obey is better 
than sacrifice … For rebellion 
is as the sin of divination, And 
insubordination is as iniquity and 
idolatry” (1Sam.15:22,23). Not 
only did the Holy Spirit leave Saul, 
but a tormenting spirit from the 
Lord troubled him (1Sam.16:14). 
The Lord also rejected Saul from 
being king.

Many times, we hear the word 
of the Lord. There may be certain 
sins in our lives; the Lord will 
ask us to destroy/burn them 
completely, like the Amalekites. 
Are we obeying or just ignoring 
Lord’s word like Saul? For our 
disobedience, we can give many 
reasons, which may sound 
reasonable, but the Lord will 
take away the Holy Spirit from 
us.

When the Spirit of the Lord 
departed from Saul, his mind was 
filled with envy and arrogance 
and wanted to kill David because 
David was made next to the throne, 
instead of his son Jonathan. Do we 
nurture the spirit of disobedience 
or envy in our life? Then we can 
understand that a demonic spirit 
is ruling our mind. “But if you 
have bitter jealousy and selfish 
ambition in your heart, do not 
be arrogant and so lie against the 
truth. This wisdom is not that 
which comes down from above, 
but is earthly, natural, demonic” 
(Jas.3:14,15).

When we hear the word of 
the Lord, let us not harden our 
hearts. If we nurture the spirit of 
disobedience within us, we will 
be like the five foolish virgins who 
drained out the oil in their lamps. 
Then we will be left out at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

3. Corruption In Money Matters

In today’s world, many 
Christian institutions, boards 
and committees are branded 
as corrupt. What the Gentiles 
expect from Christians is 
honesty in money matters. We 
Christians should not indulge 
in bribery and in writing false 
accounts. In the Bible, Judas 
Iscariot lost his anointing for his 
love of money. The Lord Jesus 
gave all His disciples the power 
to heal and drive out demons 
(Matt.10:1). But Judas was not 
bothered to keep his life honest. 
He was corrupt in dealing with 
money. He (Judas) was a thief 
and had the money box and he 
used to take what was put in it 
(Jn.12:6). Since Judas had the 
lust for money, Satan entered his 
heart (Lk.22:3). Satan induced 
Judas to betray Jesus Christ for 
thirty pieces of silver. Eventually, 
he hanged himself. The money 
he earned for betraying our Lord 
could not be enjoyed. Though 
Judas had all power bestowed 
upon him by Jesus Christ, he 
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never knew when the power left 
him and Satan entered his heart.

Let us be honest in money 
matters to keep our lamps 
burning, lest we should be left out 
in the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. “For the love of money is a 
root of all sorts of evil, and some 
by longing for it have wandered 
away from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many griefs” 
(1Tim.6:10). There are many 
who testify who were faithful in 
money matters and the Lord has 
lifted them from the dunghill. 
In today’s Christian world, 
‘prosperity gospel’ is popular 
and the people throng to hear 
from such preachers. Money is 

necessary, but it is not everything 
in life. The love of money will 
wipe out the oil in our lamps and 
we will be like the five foolish 
virgins, who were not allowed for 
the marriage, since the door was 
shut. 

Let us check our lives, in order 
to be taken up at the secret 
coming of our lord Jesus Christ, 
like the five wise virgins. May God 
help us.

B. Joy Vasanthi  
is a teacher of science and 
humanities and resides in 

Coimbatore
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Kulpahar, Mahoba Distt. U.P.  210426. 
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	 	 *	 B.Ed.
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  * CTET	/TET	-	(in	progress	or	not…will	take	test	@	employment	begins)

ABoUt tHe SCHooL –

l	 CBSE	–	KG	–	XII	(Senior	Secondary)	 l	 Affiliated	w/CBSE	since	1983

l	 Charitable/Minority	School	 l	 VI	Pay	Commission

AMeNitieS–

l	 Housing	Provided	 l	 Security	(Boundary	walls	also)

l	 Water	Provided	 l	 24/7	Electricity	–	(charge	for	electricity)

If	interested	please	write	to	the	Manager	with	your	Bio-Data.		For	TGT	English	also	 
submit	a	sampling	in	your	own	writing	in	English	and	Hindi	of	your	interest	in	the	position.

Sharon	A.	Cunningham,	Manager,	Kulpahar	Christian	School

Please	send	through	e-mail	–	sharonkulpahar@gmail.com   
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While I was browsing 
through some of my 
old collections of 

literature, mostly Shakespeare’s 
Merchant of Venice, Hamlet, etc., 
I came across this sentence in 
Hamlet, “There is nothing either 
good or bad, but thinking makes 
it so.” It compelled me to think 
whether that was really so, and 
if this was what was happening 
around us in the world? Well, 
where does God stand in this 
whole thinking? How is it affecting 
Christianity across the world?

My study led to me to the term, 
‘relativism’, a concept which is 
accepted by most people in the 
world. Today’ world is an outcome 
of this concept. Christianity is on 
the decline. When asked what 
people think about the Bible, 
30% believe that it is just a moral 
book, 27% say it’s dangerous, 
oppressive, and 30% say it is 
outdated and not relevant. So, in 
view of this, we understand how 
relativism is going deep into our 
thinking and keeping us separated 
from god. god created man free of 
all sins. It was man’s disobedience 
that separated him from God, and 

CHALLENGES FACED BY 
CHRISTIANITY

Relativism destroys intimacy with God.

REGINALD CHAND sin entered into this world. Today, 
people see things through their 
own perspectives and for their 
own vested interests, and say 
there is no such thing as truth.

Relativism

Relativism is the doctrine that 
knowledge, truth and morality 
exist in relation to culture, society, 
or historical context and are not 
absolute.

Relativism is the philosophical 
position that all points of view 
are equally valid and that all truth 
is relative to the individual. This 
means that all moral positions, all 
religious systems, all art forms, all 
political movements, etc., are truths 
that are relative to the individual.

Cognitive Relativism

Cognitive relativism affirms that 
all truth is relative. This would 
mean that no system of truth is 
more valid than another, and that 
there is no objective standard of 
truth. It would, naturally, deny that 
there is a God of absolute truth.

Moral/Ethical Relativism

 All morals are relative to the 
social group within which they 
are constructed.



22Light of Life June 2019

Situational Relativism

Ethics (right and wrong) are 
dependent upon the situation.

The philosophy of relativism, 
unfortunately, is spreading widely 
in our culture today. With the 
rejection of God, and Christianity 
in particular, absolute truth is 
being abandoned. Our pluralistic 
society (all roads lead to God, all 
religions lead to God) wants to 
avoid the idea that there really 
is a right and wrong. This is 
evidenced in our deteriorating 
judicial system that has more 
trouble punishing criminals. 
For example, a child 
molester claimed that 
he was born that way, 
and asked not to be 
punished for it. Not only 
in India, but in most of 
the countries across 
the world, we face 
challenges to accept 
legalisation of gay marriages, etc. 
Through judicial systems, they 
want to make wrong things right, 
which they expect the society to 
follow.

Our media push the envelope 
of immorality and indecency, our 
schools teach evolution and ‘so-
cial tolerance’, etc. In addition, 
the plague of moral relativism is 
encouraging everyone to accept 
homosexuality, pornography, 
fornication, and a host of other 
‘sins’ that were once considered 
wrong, but are now being ac-

cepted and even promoted in 
society. It is becoming so perva-
sive that if you speak out against 
moral relativism and its ‘anything 
goes’ philosophy, you are labelled 
as an intolerant bigot. Of course, 
this is incredibly hypocritical of 
those who profess that all points 
of view are true, yet reject those 
who profess absolutes in moral-
ity. It seems that what is really 
meant by the moral relativists is 
that all points of view are true 
except for the views that teach 
moral absolutes, an absolute God, 
or absolute right and wrong.

Some people say, 
“That is your truth, not 
mine”, “It is true for you, 
but not for me”, and 
“There are no absolute 
truths.” Of course, 
these statements are 
illogical. Relativism is 
invading our society, 

our economy, our schools, and our 
homes. Society cannot flourish nor 
survive in an environment where 
everyone does what is right in 
his own eyes, where the situation 
determines moral truth, and 
when lying and cheating are okay 
as long as you don’t get caught. 
Without a common foundation of 
truth and absolutes, our culture 
and society will become weak 
and fragmented.

If all things were relative, then 
there cannot be anything that is 
absolutely true. In other words, 
if all people deny absolute truth 

If you speak out 
against moral 

relativism and its 
‘anything goes’ 
philosophy, you 

are labelled as an 
intolerant bigot.
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and establish relative truth only 
from their experiences, then 
everything is relative to the 
individual. How then can there be 
a common ground from which to 
judge right and wrong, or truth?

What The Bible Tells Us

“Now when He came into the 
temple, the chief priests and the 
elders of the people confronted 
Him as He was teaching, and said, 
‘By what authority are You doing 
these things? And who gave 
You this authority?’ But Jesus 
answered and said to them, ‘I 
also will ask you one thing, which 
if you tell Me, I likewise will tell 
you by what authority I do these 
things: The baptism of John – 
where was it from? From heaven 
or from men?’ And they reasoned 
among themselves, saying, ‘if 
we say, “From heaven” He will 
say to us, “Why then did you not 
believe Him?” But if we say from 
men, we fear the multitude, for 
all count John as a prophet.’ So 
they answered Jesus and said, 
‘We do not know.’ And He said to 
them, ‘Neither will I tell you by 
what authority I do these things’” 
(Matt.23:21-27).

This passage tells us how the 
chief priests and elders dealt with 
truth. Jesus asked them to take a 
stand on a simple truth: either 
John’s baptism was from heaven 
or from man. The elders and chief 
priests did not care about the 
truth. They cared about their skin. 

Therefore, their minds and their 
words simply functioned as means 
of avoiding shame and harm and 
covering their self-centredness 
and cowardice. That’s the deepest 
root of relativism. People embrace 
it because it is physically and 
emotionally gratifying. It provides 
the cover that they need to do 
what they want.

When a person’s mind is de-
praved (morally corrupt, wicked), 
he will listen to useless wranglings 
of men of corrupt minds and des-
titute of the truth who suppose 
that godliness is a means of gain 
(1Tim.6:5). The Bible tells us to 
withdraw ourselves from such 
men. God created man to embrace 
and be shaped by the truth.

One of the ways that we might 
make some headway in prevent-
ing our young people from em-
bracing relativism and rescuing 
others from it is by simply point-
ing out how evil and destructive 
its effects are.

Effects On Christianity

It’s treason against God’s law, 
“For whoever shall keep the 
whole law, and yet stumble in 
one point, he is guilty of all. For 
He who said ‘Do not commit 
adultery,’ also said, ‘Do not 
murder’” (Jas.2:10,11). Now if 
you do not commit adultery, but 
you do murder, you have become 
the transgressor of the law. James 
connects our relation to God’s 
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law with our relation to God 
Himself. The reason for failure 
is that it makes you guilty of all. 
Thus, relativism is a pervasive 
rebellion against the very concept 
of divine law. And it is a treason 
that is worse than outright revolt 
because it is devious.

It breaks our relationship 
with God, which is the root of 
Christianity. Intimacy with God 
is a substance of spiritual and 
eternal life. “And this is eternal 
life, that they may know You, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom You have sent” (Jn.17:3). 
Relativism (sin) seriously disables 
or destroys our ability to keep and 
maintain an intimate relationship 
with God. For example, adultery 
blinds you from seeing your 
partner in the way that you did 
before. Why? Because adultery 
gets in the way. In the same way, 
we break intimate relationship 
with God. Relativism is dangerous 
because it contributes to the 
lowering of our spiritual vision. 
Every bad habit we are excusing 
is like a cataract that limits our 
ability to perceive God clearly. 
Unconfessed sin brings us to the 
point where we can only see this 
world, and the scary part is that 
we do not even realise that this 
is our condition. It deprives us of 
freedom. 

What are we enslaved to? We 
cannot always tell from the 
outward appearances, because 

everybody is so busy in creating 
a front to hide their sins because 
all of us struggle with our own 
allegiances.

Denial. People sometimes go 
into denial about any sin when 
confronted with it. Some people 
claim that it is not really a sin or 
that there is no such thing as sin. 
Relativism is the most common 
method used to dispose of any 
negative feelings created by sin.

Rationalisation. Even though 
people might not be able to de-
scribe the process of rationalisa-
tion, the words they use to defend 
or justify behaviour clearly reveal 
this tactic in dealing with sin. “Ev-
erybody else does it.” “I am not 
so bad.” “I am not a bad person.” 
“This is not such a big deal.” “A 
loving God would not condemn 
me.” “It’s my only pleasure.” “Just 
this once.” “One last time.” Ratio-
nalisation is the vehicle that car-
ries the justifier.

Procrastination. The procras-
tinator says, “I will deal with this 
problem when I am older, stron-
ger, wiser, tomorrow, after the 
new Year, after the retreat, etc.” 
Procrastination gives this person 
the feeling that he hasn’t actually 
done something because he has 
made a decision to do it later. But 
the decision never impacts his 
life because that is the only thing 
he does, make a decision. 

Delusion. This leads people 
to think that they are already 
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perfect. These are individuals who 
think that their sins are so small 
that God does not even consider 
them. They believe that since 
they never committed adultery or 
murder or the other mortal sins, 
they are okay. They are selective 
in their obedience and judgment 
of themselves and this delusion 
allows them to create a false 
image of moral superiority and 
spiritual maturity, when in reality 
they are among the walking dead 
already condemned.

Selling Out/ Giving 
Up/ Diving In

they are the ones 
who fully enjoy the 
pleasures and short 
term advantages of evil in this 
world with no regard for tomor-
row. The greatest danger that they 
pose is the influence they have on 
others who admire their worldly 
confidence and open rejection of 
God, seemingly without conse-
quences because their lives are 
often long, successful and satisfy-
ing. These are the ones David, the 
psalmist, spoke of when he wrote 
“The fool has said in his heart, 
‘there is no God’” (Psa.14:1).

All these effects lead us to lessen 
our spiritual vision to the point 
where we no longer perceive 
the things of God and instead 
become attached to the things of 
this world which have no power 
to transfer us to the spiritual 
dimension.

How To Overcome

God allowed His Son to suffer 
and die instead of us. Why did 
He do that? Because He loves us 
so much He doesn’t want to lose 
us eternally. He sacrificed Jesus, 
who because of His sinlessness 
could not be claimed by death. 
This gift is received on the basis 
of faith. It cannot be earned. “For 
God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in 
Him should not perish 
but have everlasting 
life” (Jn.3:16).

fallen man cannot 
appease God or move 
Him with any human 

effort. However, man can believe. 
If you trust Christ to remove 
your shame and your guilt, if 
you trust Christ to protect you 
from harm, and bring you safely 
to His eternal kingdom, and be 
for you the supreme Treasure 
of the universe, then you will be 
free to see the truth and embrace 
the truth and love the truth and 
spread a passion for the truth, 
whose name is Jesus Christ, 
through whom and for whom are 
all things.

Fallen man cannot 
appease God or move 
Him with any human 
effort. However, man 

can believe.

Reginald Chand  
is a Mumbai based 

corporate executive, who 
enjoys writing.
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Advertisement : 

For Home Parent
“Karuna Sharan”,  a Boy’s home for Orphans is looking for Parent 

Couples designated as “Home Parents”, functioning as Parents for 
20 to 22 boys .

1. Remuneration  - You will be paid a monthly salary of Rs 8,500/- 
on appointment, which will be raised as per the discretion of 
the Board & Management , annually.

2. Facilities -You will be provided other facilities which include – 

 Residential & Food facilities, Free School Education for upto  
2 Children at “The Ambassador High School”, Valiv, Vasai (E).

 Mediclaim – Post your probation period of 3 months, On 
receiving your Appointment letter, You will be provided 
 “Mediclaim”, a cover for you, your wife & Kids .

3. Location – You will be based at Karuna Sharan, located at Valiv, 
Vasai ( E), Palghar District .

If you are a born again Christian couple with a heart and a calling 
to work with Orphans, please send your resume to:

Karuna Sharan, 
c/o The Ambassador High School, 

Valiv- Highway road, behind Vitthal Mandir, Vasai (E) 
Palghar district, PIN CODE - 401208

Contact No : 8237358803 
Mail ID: ajaybm20@gmail.com
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I COULD NOT TAPE MY 
MOUTH!

Every sin, every crime will be accounted for.

the horrific news came 
out of Pollachi town in 
Tamil Nadu. The temper-

atures usually soar in March, but, 
in March 2019, they appeared to 
soar even more – courtesy, this 
nasty sex scandal. I have been 
mulling over this stomach-churn-
ing news from Pollachi. Some 
thoughts came into my mind, fu-
elled by the greatest book ever. 
Well, I could not tape my mouth, 
when I heard of these rapes. Let 
me share them.

Loneliness Lesson

This rape-video creating gang 
of Pollachi would lure girls via 
social media. One member of 
these beastly buddies would 
send a friend request to girls on 
Facebook in the locality. Some 
of these girls – friendless, lonely 
ones – would accept their requests 
even though they were strangers. 
After that the gang leader would 
start chats with these girls – 
romantic chats, chats that would 
be spiced with, “You are cute. You 
are pretty. I am thinking about 
you, all day.”

DUKE JEYARAJ The girls would fall for these, 
hook, line and sinker. They would 
agree to meet in a place they were 
comfortable with – restaurants, 
parks, wherever. Once they show 
up, they would lure them into a 
car (there were times when these 
boys promised these lovelorn 
girls long car drives, loaded with 
romantic conversations). Once 
inside the car, they would start 
disrobing, sexual touching, rape 
turn by turn – while the entire 
thing was filmed (again turn by 
turn). This gang had created 1000 
plus videos like these by sweeping 
off their feet over 250 women, 
including a doctor, homemakers, 
etc.

Do not let anyone take 
advantage of your loneliness. 
There is a solution for that. 
Become a friend with the only 
God in the flesh, Jesus, who is 
called the ‘a friend closer than 
a brother’ (Prov.18:24). He will 
lift the burden of loneliness from 
your heart.
Nakedness Lesson

This group obviously believed 
that the nakedness of any girl 
they spotted on Facebook was 
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theirs to enjoy. But the Bible – 
God’s life compass for us – tells us 
something different. A woman’s 
nakedness belongs to the eyes of 
her husband alone – that is the 
lesson of Leviticus 18. Watching 
the nakedness of a woman other 
than one’s wife shatters the peace 
of one’s heart, because it is a sin 
against God – that’s the message 
of Song of Songs 8:10.

Substitution Lesson

A member of this gang brutally 
beat a girl this gang entrapped 
with a belt, till she got out of her 
clothes and then went on to film 
her, despite her protests that 
were littered with anna (the Tamil 
word for elder brother) several 
times. Have you heard of anything 
more cruel, more sickening, more 
disgusting, in your entire life? I 
have. This cruel thing happened 
over two thousand years ago. 
It happened when Jesus was 
whipped with leather belts 
studded with broken bone-pieces 
and metal-chips by cruel Roman 
soldiers. This strong-armed 
army thrashed Jesus 39 times. 
They whipped Him till strips of 
flesh were hanging on His back. 
They spanked Him till His back 
would look like a ploughed field 
as the prophets had foretold 
(Psa.129:3). Why did the only 
sinless man who was also the 
number one unselfish miracle-
worker have to go through all 

this? The Bible explains why: 
He became a substitute for our 
sakes. Jesus loved each one of us 
and gave Himself for you and me 
(Gal.2:20). He was the sinless, 
spotless Lamb who was sacrificed 
on our behalf (Isa.53). Each one 
of us has sinned (Rom.3:23). 
Without exception. The wages 
of sin is death (Rom.6:23). Jesus, 
God-in-flesh, voluntarily decided 
to taste the cruel wages of sin on 
our behalf (Jn.10:18). That’s why 
He endured the blood-splattering 
wild whipping and eventual 
crucifixion. As 100% God, He was 
infinite, He was beyond time. So, 
He could die for all people of all 
time. As 100% human, He could 
be a rightful legal substitute for 
a human, which is what all of us 
reading this are.

Satisfaction Lesson

This evil group was obviously 
creating videos in response to 
a demand – the demand for 
naturally shot rape videos by 
porn-watchers world over (are 
you one of them?) featuring 
the rape of girls who were like 
the girl next door. These porn-
watchers believed the lie of the 
Devil who told them, “Visit this 
particular porn site and you will 
have unmatched satisfaction 
for your eyes!” And when they 
did in obedience to that lie, they 
figured out that that satisfaction 
was short-lived. They soon were 
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thirsty for more depraved forms 
of porn (shall we say, rape-porn?). 
And they kept searching. Using 
porn to satisfy the hole in your 
heart is like drinking salt water 
to quench your physical thirst – 
after the drink, you are even more 
thirsty! The Bible talks about this 
phenomenon accurately in Hosea 
9:1-2, where we read, “All that 
party food won’t fill you up. You’ll 
end up hungrier than ever” (The 
Message). The ‘you’ here included 
folks who tried sexual depravity 
to quench their soul’s 
hunger. the only one 
who can ultimately 
and permanently 
satisfy your soul’s 
hunger is Jesus Christ, 
the only God in flesh. 
Jesus said in-effect, 
“Drink the water of sex and you 
will thirst again. Drink the water 
of whatever and you will thirst 
again. But if you drink the water 
I give you – that is, if you turn 
from sin and trust in Me who 
died to shed My blood for your 
sin’s forgiveness – you will never 
thirst again!” (Jn.4:14). 

Judgment Lesson

The Pollachi gang made a costly 
miscalculation. They thought 
none of the girls they video-
graphed nude would have the 
nerve to ever report the matter 
because they would invariably 

tell each of them this: “If you open 
your mouth about what happened 
to you, we will upload this video 
we have shot on the Net!” For two 
full years, they faced no problem. 
They thought they would be only 
counting the rape videos they had 
created. They had no idea, a day 
would come when they would 
be counting the rods standing in 
a prison. That day came, slowly, 
but surely. It came when one day, 
when one of the girls had the 
guts to talk about what happened 

to her. She told her 
brother (during 
mid-February 2019) 
about her horrific 
experiences with this 
rape-video creating 
ring. This brave brother 
of hers found out 
who-on-earth these 

gutter-minded guys were. When 
he confiscated their phones, he 
found it to be full of rape-videos, 
sexual-harassment videos (over 
1000 of them as per reports). 
He then handed these phones 
to the police (which eventually 
led to arrest of the culprits even 
though they were well-connected 
and rich). The mob gave them a 
sound thrashing and razed to the 
ground a liquor shop which one 
of the culprits owned. 

Well, sometimes when 
punishment for a crime does not 
come immediately, one’s mind 

The only one who 
can ultimately and 
permanently satisfy 
your soul’s hunger is 
Jesus Christ, the only 

God in flesh.
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becomes emboldened to commit 
more such crimes. “When a crime 
is not punished quickly, people 
feel it is safe to do wrong” – the 
Bible observes in Ecclesiastes 
8:11. But that is only a part of 
the story. As one reads the Bible, 
this is clear – judgment is coming. 
It may come even on this side 
of the grave (Think of Herod 
in Acts.12:23 and false teacher 
Jezebel in Rev.2:22). 
If not, it is coming on 
the other side of the 
grave, most certainly 
(Acts.17:30-31). There 
is a day of judgment. 
Jesus, the only sinless 
person on this planet, 
will be the righteous 
judge on that terrible day where 
folks will ask mountains to cover 
them without success (Rev.6:15-
17). The books of God’s record of 
every sin will be opened (20:12). 
Every sin, every crime will be 

accounted for. There is an eternal 
hell for those condemned that day 
(20:14). But the Bible also says, if 
we truly repent and confess our 
sin to the alive-forever-now Jesus 
who died on behalf of each one of 
us, we will be acquitted on that day 
of judgment (Rom.8:1;1Jn.1:7-9). 
And the acquitted will live with 
Jesus in heaven forever, the Bible 
declares (Jn.14:1-3). 

So, do not hide your 
sin – small sin, big sin. 
Repent from it. Confess 
it to Jesus. He will 
cleanse you. You will 
have joy unspeakable 
and full of glory. You 
will have a happiness 
that does not depend 

on happenings. 

Sometimes when 
punishment for 

a crime does not 
come immediately, 

one’s mind becomes 
emboldened to commit 

more such crimes.

Duke Jeyaraj  
is the founder of G4 

Mission, a ministry oriented 
to the modern youth.
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logo for your website and at low cost.
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THE DISCIPLE AND THE 
PLACE NO ONE NEEDS TO 

GO
Hell is a place where no one needs to go!

IMANUEL G. CHRISTIAN

hell? Who in his right 
mind would want to 
think of hell? We hear 

this word as a curse word. We 
use it for an extremely painful or 
difficult situation. But we rarely, 
if ever, think of it as a final and 
eternal destination. 
When you think of hell, 
if ever, what comes to 
your mind? Fire and 
brimstone? Flaming 
fire? Weeping and 
gnashing of teeth? No 
rest, day or night? The 
worm does not die 
and fire is not quenched? Lake 
of burning sulphur? Everlasting 
destruction? People tormented 
day and night forever and ever? If 
you think of hell in any of these 
terms, you are right! Actually, that 
is how the Bible describes it.

Nobody wants to go there! 
When we think of life after death, 
we always have wishful thinking; 
we always think of heaven and 
never of hell. Hell is puzzling 

to many people. God is love; 
God is the epitome of love. How 
can a loving God send people to 
such a gruesome and horrible 
punishment and torment them 
forever? God sending people to a 
place of eternal torment has been 
repulsive to many.

S. Radhakrishnan, 
a well-known Indian 
philosopher of yes-
teryears (1888-1975) 
said, “God’s love would 
not allow even the 
worst sinner to slip 
away from Him com-
pletely… If God de-
stroys His delinquent 

children, then we are attributing 
to God a very primitive instinct 
which even civilised men have 
sublimated. If Jesus took little 
children on His knees and told 
His hearers that the only way of 
pleasing God was for themselves 
to become like little children, it 
is atrocious for us to thrust these 
citizens of the kingdom of heaven 
into the fire of hell” (Indian Reli-
gions). 

God is love; God is 
the epitome of love. 

How can a loving God 
send people to such a 
gruesome and horrible 

punishment and 
torment them forever?
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Similarly, Bertrand Russell 
(1872-1975) rejected Christianity 
mainly because of its concept of 
hell, “There is one serious defect 
to my mind in Christ’s moral 
character, and that is that He 
believed in hell. I do not myself 
feel that any person who is really 
profoundly humane can believe 
in everlasting punishment” (Why 
I Am Not a Christian and Other 
Essays on Religion). 

Russell rightly understood that 
Christ believed in hell. Christ 
referred to hell far more than 
to heaven. If Christ 
was a moral teacher, 
as accepted by most 
people, He taught only 
what is true and then 
we have no choice but 
to accept the reality of 
hell. 

Now this raises a 
serious question. The 
Bible, on the one hand, 
does speak of the love of God and, 
on the other hand, does mention 
eternal punishment. How can we 
reconcile the love of God and the 
eternal punishment of hell? To 
answer this question, we must 
consider two things.

One, the holiness of God 
demands just punishment of sin. 
The holiness of God overrules all 
His other attributes. The Almighty 
God cannot do immoral things. A 
just God cannot acquit the guilty, 

no matter how much He loves or 
would like to do so.

Graham Staines was a 
missionary in India. One night 
he was sleeping in a jeep with 
his two sons. A mob surrounded 
them, doused them with gasoline 
and burned them alive. Or, think 
of this. James Byrd Jr, an African 
American man, was walking 
home one evening on June 7, 
1998 when three white men 
picked him up, tied him behind 
their pickup truck and dragged 
him for three miles. He remained 

conscious throughout 
most of the ordeal, 
but was killed when 
his body hit the edge 
of a culvert, severing 
his right arm and 
head. The murderers 
drove on for another 
mile before dumping 
his torso in front of 
an African-American 
cemetery in Jasper, 

Texas.
The culprits in both these cases 

were brought to trial and found 
guilty. Now imagine if at the end of 
the trial and conviction, the judge 
set them free. Our justice system 
is flawed and many innocent 
people are convicted and guilty 
people go scot free. But even in 
our flawed human justice system 
it would be unimaginable to let 
such atrocities go unpunished. 

Our own sense of 
justice demands 

ultimate judgment. 
Then how can we 

expect a holy God, 
a perfect standard 

of justice and 
righteousness, to let sin 

go unpunished? 
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Why do we keep all the murderers 
and rapists and those who commit 
horrible crimes locked up? If we 
follow only the principle of love, 
we should have no jails! But that 
is exactly what we expect the holy 
God to do at the end. No, justice 
demands just punishment. Our own 
sense of justice demands ultimate 
judgment. Then how can we expect 
a holy God, a perfect standard of 
justice and righteousness, to let sin 
go unpunished? 

Secondly, the question is how 
a loving God can send people to 
such a gruesome and horrible 
punishment and torment them 
forever? The answer is, God does 
not send anyone to hell. He desires 
that no one go to that place. Hell 
is a place where no one needs to 
go. God clearly says in the Bible, 
“‘Do I take any pleasure in the 
death of the wicked?’ declares the 
Sovereign Lord. ‘Rather, am I not 
pleased when they turn from their 
ways and live?’” (Ezek.18:23). God 
is patiently waiting for people to 
turn to Him so no one will go to 
that place (2Pet.3:9).

Because of His love for mankind 
and the desire that no one goes to 
that place, God has provided the 
way of escape. God loved people so 
much that He gave His Son, Jesus 
Christ, who took the punishment 
of sin on Himself for all mankind. 
Now the only thing a person has 
to do to escape from that eternal 

punishment is trust Jesus and 
accept God’s forgiveness.

On the cross, the holiness of 
god and the love of god are 
reconciled. Judgment of sin is 
taken care of and the way for the 
sinner’s salvation provided. “For 
God did not send His Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but 
to save the world through Him. 
Whoever believes in Him is not 
condemned, but whoever does 
not believe stands condemned 
already because they have not 
believed in the name of God’s one 
and only Son” (Jn.3:17,18).

I repeat, hell is a place where 
no one needs to go! God does 
not send anyone there and does 
not desire that anyone go there. 
“‘Do I take any pleasure in the 
death of the wicked?’ declares 
the Sovereign Lord. ‘Rather, am I 
not pleased when they turn from 
their ways and live?’” But because 
of His holiness, He cannot give 
blanket amnesty to all mankind. 
God has left the choice to each 
person. As C. S. Lewis said, “There 
are only two kinds of people in the 
end: those who say to God, ‘Thy 
will be done’, and those to whom 
God says, ‘Thy will be done’” (The 
Great Divorce). 

Imanuel G. Christian  
is involved in writing 

original Bible 
commentaries and other 

devotional books in 
Gujarati
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TRUE WORSHIP
When we worship God, we are occupied only with God Himself.

What is the one thing 
we do here on 
earth, which we 

will continue to do in heaven? 
The things we give so much of 
importance and consumes all our 
time and energy – eating, sleeping, 
working, shopping, chatting? 
On the last day, in a flash of a 
moment, everything will come to 
a halt. The only activity we will 
continue to do is worship God, 
and that is going to be our only 
activity for eternity! So we had 
better get familiar with the act of 
worship, and start practising the 
way of true worship.

What Is Worship?

Worship is an expression of 
love and adoration, reverence and 
homage to a superior being. When 
we say a prayer of supplication 
we are occupied with our needs. 
In a prayer of thanksgiving we are 
occupied with God’s blessings. 
But when we worship God, we are 
occupied only with God Himself.

Why Do We Worship?

We worship because of our great 
love for the Lord. We see King 
David overcome with emotion 
as he worshipped God, “You are 
great, O Lord God. For there is 

CHRISTIANA JOSEPH none like You, nor is there any 
God besides You, according to all 
that we have heard with our ears” 
(2 Sam.7:22).

How Do We Worship?

We worship with our whole 
heart, mind and soul. In the Old 
Testament, the people of Israel went 
into the Tabernacle and later into 
the Temple to worship God. They 
worshipped by singing, praising 
and by shouting. They lifted their 
hands in praise, they clapped their 
hands. They used all type of musical 
instruments in their worship. They 
stood and worshipped, kneeled 
and bowed down, sometimes they 
danced and leaped for joy in the 
presence of the Lord.

What Is The Basis Of Our 
Worship?

The very first commandment 
states, “I am the Lord your 
God, thou shalt have no other 
God” (Exo.20:1). And Jesus also 
emphasised this, “To love Him 
with all the heart and with all the 
understanding and with all the 
strength” (Mk.12:33). 

In the Old Testament God gave 
detailed instructions for the 
erection of the Tabernacle by 
Moses, and later for the Temple 
by King Solomon. There had to 
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be a separate holy and sanctified 
place to worship a Holy God. God 
specified measurements for each 
and every object to be used, the 
altar, the lamps and the utensils, 
and then for the specific sacrifices 
– the trespass offering, the peace 
offering, burnt offering, grain 
offering and sin offering.

Why The Priests Had A Ritual 
Cleansing?

“Ye shall be holy for I the Lord 
your God am holy” (Lev.19:2). 
The priests had to go through 
ceremonial cleansing and wash-
ing, putting on prescribed gar-
ments, to approach the Holy God 
to offer sacrifices. These rituals 
were insisted on by God, so that 
the people of Israel would focus 
on the holiness of the God they 
worshipped, and the necessity 
for purification to approach Him.

Sacrifices – A Part Of Worship

Why did God put great 
emphasis on the sacrifices as part 
of the worship ritual? Offering 
a sacrifice, an animal without 
blemish, showed the high cost 
of sin, seeking forgiveness and 
restoring relationship of sinful 
man with a Holy God. 

The detailed laws for purity 
and hygiene and family duties 
in day to day life outlined in the 
book of Leviticus also showed 
the Israelites that they were to 
worship God in their daily life.

Each and every detail of the 
worship and sacrifice had a 
special significance in pointing 
to the supreme sacrifice of Christ 
on the cross - the perfect Lamb 
without blemish. Hebrews 10:19 
emphasises the blood of Jesus 
as a sacrifice accepted by the 
righteous Father giving us sinners 
the boldness to enter the holiest.

Worshipping In Spirit And 
Truth

God is Spirit and those who 
worship Him must worship in 
spirit and truth (Jn.4:24).To 
worship in spirit is when the 
inner man in response to the 
Holy Spirit expresses love and 
adoration to this God. To worship 
God in truth is to follow carefully 
the instructions of God for the 
priestly ministry. To ignore these 
steps could cost the life of the 
priest, like Nadab and Abihu who 
dared to offer strange fire before 
the Lord (Num.3:4).

God looks into my heart to see 
if my outward worship is sincere, 
or if my mind is miles away 
preoccupied with my problems 
while I sing songs of praise. 
Worship is to glorify God, and we 
the true worshippers are truly 
blest with joy and peace, which 
will overflow into our family, our 
home, and all our activities.

Ultimately true worship is: to 
look up, to see the Lord sitting 
high and lifted up (Isa.6:1), the 
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temple filled with His glory, the 
seraphim declaring “Holy, Holy, 
Holy is the Lord of Hosts, the 
whole earth is full of His glory.”

The effect of being in the presence 
of this Holy God is – I look within 
and am aware of my unworthiness 
and sinfulness – “Woe is me for I 
am undone, because I am a man 
of unclean lips, and I dwell in the 
midst of a people of unclean lips, 
for my eyes have seen the King 
the Lord of hosts.” So now there 
is the cleansing process with the 
burning coal of fire from the altar.

This was for a purpose – to be 
sent out for ministry. “Whom 
shall I send, who will go for Us?” 
The immediate response is, “Here 
am I send me.”

The need of the hour is for 
sanctified people to serve a Holy 
God. And on one glorious day we 
will be among the ten thousand 
times thousand multitude 
gathered around the throne 
saying, “Worthy is the Lamb,” and 
fall down and worship Him who 
lives forever.

“Alleluia, salvation and 
glory and honour and power 
belong to the Lord our God” 
(Rev.19:1).

Christiana Joseph  
is a clinical sonologist in 

Tanjore, Tamil Nadu, and is 
also involved in Evangelical 

Union ministry and 
the Gideons.
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Applications are invited by the eligible Christian Candidates residing in 
Mumbai or nearby towns for the following post at The Bible Society of India, 
Bombay Auxiliary office, Fort, Mumbai – 400 001. Applications could be sent 
through courier or post. 
1. Post: Office Assistant II  : Grade 4 
 Number of vacancies : 2 Nos.
 Salary Scale : 4500-240-6900-280-11100-320-14300 
 Approximate Rs. : 16,870/- per month 
 Qualification :  Graduate (Any stream)+Fluent in  
    English, Computer knowledge and good  
    typing speed essential

2. Post: Driver : Grade D2 (Male)
 Number of vacancies : 1 Nos.
 Salary Scale : 3680-200-5680-240-9280-280-12080
 Approximate Rs. : 14,414/- per month
 Qualification : 10th Pass + Valid Driver’s License (Knowledge  
    of all the roads in Mumbai and Maharashtra)
3. Post: Attender : Grade D1 
 Number of vacancies : 1 Nos.
 Salary Scale : 3600-200-5600-240-9200-280-12000
 Approximate Rs. : 14,576/- per month
 Qualification : 10th Pass 

Apply on plain paper (preferably typed) giving complete bio-data along 
with copies of attested certificates, Aadhar Card, a passport size photo and 
recommendation of Pastor of the local church the candidate attends. Candidates 
who apply for the post of Driver need to submit experience certificate from the 
previous employer. Application must reach the following address on or before 
1st July 2019. Please note application received after due date will not be 
eligible.

Address:
The Bible Society of India, Bombay Auxiliary – Maharashtra & Goa
Malhotra House, Ground Floor, Opp. GPO, Fort, Mumbai – 400 001

Tel: 022-22611707
• Undergraduate candidate may be considered in case of appropriate 

experience and satisfactory performance in the interview.
•  Email applications will not be considered.

VACANCY
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WEAK AND MISERABLE 
PRINCIPLES

They are not compatible with the new rules of the  
kingdom of Jesus.

J. FREDRICK DAWSON

Writing to the church 
at Galatia, Paul says, 
“But now that you 

know god, how is it that you are 
turning back to those weak and 
miserable principles? Do you wish 
to be enslaved by them all over 
again? You are observing special 
days and months and seasons and 
years!” (Gal.4:9,10). No doubt, 
Paul is referring here to the 
insistence of some of the Jewish 
believers to continue to follow 
the laws of Moses, even after they 
committed their lives to Jesus 
Christ and became members of 
his kingdom, and thrusting the 
same on the Gentile believers 
too. He asks them to desist from 
observing the plethora of festivals 
and special days of celebrations 
required throughout the year 
according to the law of Moses.

But I believe that Paul is also 
referring here to similar customs 
and celebrations which the 
converts from other religions 
to Christianity were following 
in their erstwhile religions and 
which they were now trying to 
use after they became Christians. 

Many of the converts in the 
churches in the region of Galatia 
were Greeks; like any other group 
of peoples, they had their own 
superstitious beliefs and customs. 
For example, they would not 
marry in a leap year. They sowed 
only on a new moon day as it was 
supposed to get a good harvest. 
Paul terms these customs also 
as ‘weak and miserable’ and 
cautions the believers against 
following them, because they now 
know God and the power of Jesus 
Christ and such principles are not 
compatible with the new rules of 
the kingdom of Jesus.

This warning is so true even to-
day, as we find that many Indian 
Christians who had come into the 
Christian fold from other faiths in 
India such as Hinduism, Jainism, 
etc., still continue to follow such 
practices of their erstwhile faith. 
They will not travel in the north-
ern direction on a particular day 
when it is prohibited to travel, be-
ing a day of soolam of that direc-
tion. When one steps out of the 
house on an important errand 
and a cat crosses their path, they 
will consider it as a bad ‘omen’, 
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return to their house, sit for a 
while, take a drink and only then 
they will start on their errand. 
Again, certain period of time dur-
ing the day is designated as raahu 
kaalam when auspicious activi-
ties are not to be started during 
that period. In a marriage I at-
tended on a Monday, in which the 
bridegroom’s party had to travel 
for about 2 hours to reach the 
bride’s place where the marriage 
was to be conducted, the mar-
riage party would not leave their 
place between 7:30 AM to 9:00 
AM, as it was raahu kaalam. the 
different programmes of the mar-
riage were badly upset and many 
put into inconveniences just be-
cause someone wanted to follow 
the raahu kaalam so strictly!

There are many such ‘weak and 
miserable principles’ which the 
people of our country follow in 
their lives. Very common among 
them are palmistry, fortune--
telling and astrology in which 
people try to find out about their 
future events in their life. Some 
aver that astrology is based on 
science and positioning of the 
heavenly bodies that affect man’s 
life on this earth. But, when a 
believer trusts the Lord and is of 
the belief that God is in sovereign 
control of our lives and that He 
directs their paths in all what they 
do, there is absolutely no question 
of a believer trying to stick to such 
weak and miserable principles in 

life. “In his heart a man plans his 
course, but the Lord determines 
his steps” (Prov.16:9). “I know, O 
Lord, that a man’s life is not his 
own; it is not for man to direct his 
steps” (Jer.10:23). “A man’s steps 
are directed by the Lord, how 
then can anyone understand his 
own way?” (Prov.20:24). When 
the scripture is so clear about the 
fact that future of man in this life 
is hid from him and it is God’s will 
and sovereignty that controls it, a 
believer in Christ has no business 
in indulge in any practice of trying 
to know his future in this life.

Another common ‘weak and 
miserable principle’ which is 
common among unbelievers 
involves witchcraft, magic arts, 
and sorcery. In these practices, 
the power of Satan is at work. In 
fact, in most of the cases, Satan or 
his agent possesses that person 
and the person’s mind is so much 
controlled by Satan that he does 
not know what he does. We find 
Paul coming across a slave girl 
who was possessed by evil spirit 
which could predict the future 
by fortune-telling and thereby 
enabling her owners to earn lot of 
money. When that girl saw Paul, 
she could recognise the power 
of Jesus in Paul and she openly 
acknowledged it (Acts.16). 
During His lifetime, Jesus also 
healed many demon possessed 
people after driving out the same 
from them. Such incidents take 
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place even now, in spite of all 
education, developments and 
modernisation.

Sometimes, in order to take 
vengeance on other people due 
to hatred, envy, jealousy, etc., 
some people take the help of the 
sorcerers/magicians who make 
use of satanic powers to bring 
physical harm on them. In a case 
I had come across, one person 
engaged a sorcerer to bring 
trouble to one of his relatives 
out of vengeance 
against him and kept 
a wooden log in the 
shape of a leg, pierced 
with many nails all 
over it, under the floor 
below his cot without 
the knowledge of that 
person. The result was 
that whenever that person used 
to lie down in this cot at night, 
he felt unbearable pricking pain 
in one of the legs. Any amount 
of medical treatment could not 
cure him at all. Finally, he had to 
take the help of another magician 
to detect the trouble caused by 
satanic forces. When the magician 
located the nailed wooden leg 
from the floor and removed it, the 
problem was solved. 

If believers are not strong in 
their faith and do not practise the 
presence of God in their lives, they 
can also be attacked by the evil 
one through such evil practices. 

Keeping this in view, Paul writes 
to the Ephesians, and I quote, 
“For our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood, but against the 
rulers, authorities and against 
the powers of this dark world and 
against spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly realms” (Eph.6:11,12). 
Such forces of the dark world in 
the heavenly realms are always at 
work against the believers. Hence 
Paul wants the believers to put 
on the full armour of God so that 

they can withstand 
the evil forces any 
time – the belt of truth 
buckled around the 
waist, the breastplate 
of righteousness in 
place, the shield of 
faith, the helmet of 
salvation, feet fitted 
with the readiness that 

comes from the gospel of peace, 
the sword of the Spirit which is 
the word of God and prayer in 
the Spirit on all occasions with all 
kinds of prayers and requests. He 
also warns them to be alert and 
keep on praying for each other. 
no such evil forces will ever affect 
a true believer who lives his/
her life according to the word of 
God, wearing all the prescribed 
armours of God.
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iNtiMACY WitH JeSUS
SAMIR VALVI

Only for You, Jesus, my Lover, 
If You are with me, I’ll leave the world. 
What You don’t like to see, I’ll not see, 

I’ll live in Your heart; I’ll make You my home.

I remember You always, in every circumstance of my life, 
I’ll break every wall which stops me to meet You. 

Every work starts with Your name, ends with Your name, 
Every moment of my life, spend with You.

You saved me, giving Your life,  
I’m saved by giving my heart to You. 
Our love is not limited, but forever, 

You have experienced unfaithfulness a lot.

But now You’ll not, 
I will forget the world in Your love. 

Oh, world do not make me to forget Jesus, 
No one can separate me from His love. 

If I leave You, the covenant will break, 
I’ll forget the world in Your love. 

In my breath, Your aroma, 
In my heart, Your heart-beat.

In my gathering, Your talk, 
My eyes, Your mirror. 

Without You, I’m nothing, 
I’ll take up all sorrow, in Your love.

Hug me, I am Your lover, 
The world cannot stop me from meeting with You. 

I’ll not leave You, 
I’ll give up all, in Your love.
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Clues Across:

1.	 “Amos	 answered	 Amaziah,	 ‘I	 was	 neither	
a	 prophet	 nor	 a	 prophet’s	 son	 ,	 but	 I	was	 a	
______	and	I	also	took	care	of	sycamore	–fig	
trees.’”	(ch						v							)

4.	 “The	whole	 land	will	 rise	 like	 Nile;	 it	will	 be	
stirred	______	and	then	sink	 like	the	river	of	
Egypt.”	(ch							v								)

7.	 “Away	with	the	____of	your	songs!	I	will	not	
listen	to	the	music	of	your	harps.”	(ch					v	)	

9.	 “Do	 ______	walk	 together	 unless	 they	 have	
agreed	to	do	so?”	(ch					v								)

10.	 “New	wine	will	 drip	 from	 the	mountains	and	
flow	from	______	the	hills.”	(ch					v							)

11.	 “Locusts	devoured	your	fig	and	oil	______,	yet	
you	have	not	returned	to	me”	(ch				v									)

12.	 “He	who	 turns	dawn	 to	darkness	 and	 treads	
the	_________	places	of	 the	earth-	 the	Lord	
Almighty	is	His	name.”	(ch								v									)

14.	 “Then	 Amaziah	 the	 priest	 of	 Bethel	 sent	 a	
message	 to	Jeroboam	king	of	 Israel:	 “	 --------	
is	raising	a	conspiracy	against	you	in	the	very	
heart	of	Israel””		(ch						v							)

16.	 “I	destroyed	the	Amorite	before	them,	though	
he	was	tall	as	the	_______	and	strong	as		the	

CROSSWORD 63
  Amos   

New International Version (IBS) or Zondervan
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oaks”	(word	jumbled)	(ch					v						)

18.	 “You	______	 away	 on	 your	 harps	 like	David	
and	 improvise	 on	 musical	 instruments.”	 
(ch				v	)	

20.	 “I	 filled	 your	 nostrils	 with	 the	 _______	 of	
your	camps,	yet	you	have	not	returned	to	me”	 
(ch				v	)

21.	 “Burn	 unleavened	 bread	 as	 a	 thank	 offering	 
and	____about	your	free	will	offerings.”(ch				v)

Clues Down:

1.	 “The	 high	 places	 of	 Isaac	 will	 be	 destroyed	
and	the	______	of	 Israel	will	be	ruined;	with	
my	 sword	 I	 will	 rise	 against	 the	 house	 of	
Jeroboam”	(ch					v						)	

2.	 “And	 Israel	 will	 certainly	 go	 into	 _______,	
away	from	their	native	land.”	(ch						v							)

3.	 “But	let	justice	-----	on	like	a	river,	righteousness	
like	a	never-ending	stream”	(ch					v						)

5.	 “Then	 Amaziah	 said	 to	 Amos,	 ‘Get	 out,	 you	
seer!	Go	back	to	the	land	of	Judah.	Earn	your	
bread	 there	 and	 do	 your	 ________	 there’”	 
(ch						v						)

6.	 “I	saw	the	Lord	standing	by	the	altar,	and	he	
said:	 “_______	 the	 top	of	 the	pillars	 so	 that	
the thresholds shake.”	(ch						v						)
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8.	 “Men	will	stagger	from	sea	to	sea	and	wander	
from	north	to	______,	searching	for	the	word	
of	the	Lord	but	will	not	find	it”	(ch							v								)

13.	 “Seek	the	Lord	and	live,	______	he	will	sweep	
through	the	house	of	Joseph	like	a	fire;	it	will	
devour,	and	Bethel	will	have	no-one	to	quench	
it.”	(ch					v					)

15.	 “As	 a	 shepherd	 saves	 from	 the	 lion’s	 mouth	
only	two	leg	bones	or	a	piece	of	an	ear,	so	will	
the	Israelites	be	saved,	those	who	---in	Samaria	
on the edge of their beds and in Damascus on 

their	couches.”		(ch						v							)

16.	 “Now	then,	I	will	____	you	as	a	cart	crushes	
when	loaded	with	grain.	(ch					v						)

17.	 “They	 do	 not	 know	 how	 to	 _____	 right,”	
declares	the	Lord,	who	hoard	plunder	and	loot	
in	their	fortresses”	(ch						v							)

18.	 “What	do	you	_____,	Amos?”	he	asked.	 	 “A	
basket	of	ripe	fruit,”	I	answered.”	(ch			v								)

19.	 “The	 people	 of	 Aram	 will	 go	 into	 exile	 to	
_____.”	(ch							v									)	

Clues across:

1.	waywardness	(14:4)				
7.	Net	(5:1)			
8.	Unclean	(9:3)			
9.	Plant	(2:23)
11.	It	(13:2)
12.	oil	(12:1)
13.	Herd	(5:6)	
15.	Towns	(8:14)	
17.	Samaria	(10:7)
18.	do	(6:9)	
19.	Healed	(11:3)

Answers to Crossword 61 ( Hosea)
Clues down:
1.	winepresses	(9:2)
2.	Yet	(1:10)			
3.	Adulterers	(7:4)			
4.	deceit	(7:1)		
5.	Eyes	(2:10)
6.	senseless	(7:11	)					
10.	Ashamed	(10:6)		
14.	Go	(3:1)			
15.	Take	(2:10)
16.	wall	(2:6)
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WoRD AND 
tHe WoRLD

W
oR

D AND tHe WoRLD

HUM HINDUSTANI
CYRIL GEORGESON

Most people have little 
choice about the faith 
they grow up with: it 

was selected for them at birth, 
by the accident of geography and 
their parent’s cultural moorings.” 
This quote would be true about 
the vast majority of people in 
this world, whether they are 
Christians, Hindus, Muslims, 
Zoroastrians, Jains, Buddhists 
and even atheists. Now, that was 
from the first paragraph of Shashi 
Tharoor’s book Why I am a Hindu. it 
is foundational to his explanation 
of why he is a Hindu. He goes 
on to say, “The overwhelming 
majority of Hindus in the world 
were born Hindu. A small handful, 
inspired by marriage, migration 
or philosophical conviction, have 
adopted the faith, usually by a 
process of ‘conversion’ unknown 
to most Hindus. Unlike that small 
minority, I was never anything 
else: I was born a Hindu, grew 
up as one, and considered myself 
one all my life.”

Who Is A Hindu?

He then goes on to define ‘Hindu’. 
“In many languages, French and 

Persian amongst them, the word 
for ‘Indian’ is ‘Hindu’. Originally, 
Hindu simply meant the people 
beyond the River Sindhu, or Indus. 
But the Indus in now in Islamic 
Pakistan; and to make matters 
worse, the word ‘Hindu’ did not 
exist in any Indian language till 
its use by foreigners gave Indians 
a term for self-definition. Hindus, 
in other words, call themselves 
by a label that they didn’t invent 
themselves in any of their own 
languages, but adopted cheerfully 
when others began to refer to 
them by that word.”

So, we can see very clearly 
that the word ‘Hindu’ is more 
geographic than religious in its 
origin. Hinduism today is a vast 
array of religious systems that 
include those who believe in a 
personal God theists – a belief 
similar to that of Christians, 
Muslims and Jews. Then there 
is polytheism – where there are 
multiple gods; one god each for 
wealth, health, knowledge, etc. 
At the other end of the spectrum 
are the Charvakas who are 
materialists. They do not believe 
in anything but the physical 
universe – there is no god, soul or 
life after death. Later, there came 
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along Jainism and Buddhism 
which were not part of Hinduism, 
but they were also absorbed into 
the ‘Hindu’ fold. So, Hinduism 
keeps on absorbing anything 
that comes along. Shashi Tharoor 
says, “As a Hindu I belong to the 
only major religion in the world 
that does not claim to be the only 
true religion. I find it immensely 
congenial to be able to face my 
fellow human beings of other 
faiths without being burdened 
by the conviction that I am 
embarked upon a ‘true path’ that 
they have missed. This dogma lies 
at the core of the ‘Semitic faiths’, 
Christianity, Islam and Judaism.”

It may possibly be this exclusive 
nature of these faiths that made it 
difficult for Hinduism to absorb 
them.

I Am Not A Hindu

Kancha Illaiah is the chairman 
of the Department of Political 
Science at Osmania University 
and a well-known activist for 
dalit bahujan and civil liberties. 
He wrote a book titled Why I am 
not a Hindu. He begins his book, 
“I was not born a Hindu for the 
simple reason that my parents did 
not know that they were Hindus 
… This does not mean that I was 
born as a Muslim, a Christian, a 
Buddhist, a Sikh or a Parsee. My 
illiterate parents, who lived in a 
remote South Indian village, did 
not know that they belonged to 

any religion at all ... My parents 
had only one identity and that was 
their caste: they were Kurumaas.”

“Suddenly, since about 1990, 
the word ‘Hindutva’ has begun 
to echo in our ears, day in and 
day out, as if everyone in India 
who is not a Muslim, a Christian 
or a Sikh is a Hindu. Suddenly I 
am being told that I am a Hindu. 
I am also told that my parents, 
relatives and the caste in which 
we were born and brought up 
are Hindu. This totally baffles me. 
In fact, the whole cultural milieu 
of the urban middle class – the 
newspapers that I read, the TV 
that I see – keeps assaulting me, 
morning and evening, forcing 
me to declare I am a Hindu … 
Moreover, the Sangh Parivar 
harasses us every day by calling 
us Hindus.”

He later adds, “We knew nothing 
of Brahma, Vishnu or Eswara until 
we entered school. When we first 
heard about these figures they 
were as strange to us as Allah or 
Jehovah or Jesus were.”

Incarnate, Incarnate, Incarnate

So, despite all these contrasting 
views on ‘What it means to be a 
Hindu’ (or otherwise), one thing 
surely stands out – that their 
religious identity is clearly linked 
to their parents. So, how does this 
add up for us as disciples of Jesus 
who live ‘beyond the Indus’? There 
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is probably no need to emphasise 
that unlike Shashi Tharoor and 
Kancha Illaiah, we cannot be 
born as disciples of Jesus. No 
matter which home we are born 
in, or which religious traditions/
practices are followed, we have 
to make a personal decision to 
follow Jesus. John’s records in the 
first chapter of his gospel, “All 
who received Him, He gave the 
right to become children of God. 
All they needed to do was to trust 
Him to save them. All those who 
believe this are reborn(!) – not a 
physical rebirth resulting from 
human passion or plan – but from 
the will of God.” In other words, 
no one is born a disciple of Jesus, 
but only those who have made a 
deliberate choice to follow Jesus. 
For those born in Christian homes 
or any other faith tradition, it’s 
the same. The believing church 
consists only of ‘converts’.

So also, we need to affirm that 
we do have an exclusive belief – 
that Jesus is the way, the truth and 
the life and that no one goes to the 
Father but through Him. We need 
not be embarrassed that what we 
believe is a unique way – Jesus, 
and that there is salvation in no 
other name but His.  We do not 
feel awkward when we say that 
there is only one right answer for 
a math problem, or π is 3.142…, 
or the force of gravity is 9.8 m/

s2, or that India’s Independence 
Day is 15th August 1947 or that 
Mark Twain is the author of The 
adventures of Tom Sawyer. It is not 
logically possible that all these 
opposite views of God are all true: 
atheism (no God) vs. pantheism 
(all is God) or polytheism (many 
gods) vs. theism (only one God). 
Some will be wrong. We need to 
examine the truth claims of belief 
systems with a suitable test: is it 
logical; does it correspond with 
the world in terms of the data 
available and our own personal 
experiences?

Secondly, we need to make sure 
that we are not blindly adopting 
foreign cultural expressions of 
our faith. The good news of Jesus 
easily adapts to different cultural 
expressions and can take on the 
shape of local cultures. These, of 
course, should be redeemed from 
morally corrupt and religiously 
tainted practices. So, could we 
go by the geographic definition 
of ‘Hindu’ (those beyond the 
Indus river) and consider calling 
ourselves ‘Hindu Yeshubhakts’? 
This would be translated to mean 
only devotees/disciples of Jesus 
who live beyond the Indus. The 
Word became flesh and dwelt 
amongst us. As the Father sent 
the Son, the Son sends us into this 
world. So, there is a clear need for 
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@ Bhubaneswar 13 – 14 June, 2019
Topics
• Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection) Act, 2015
• Protection of Children against Sexual Offences Act, 2012 (POCSO)
• Indian Constitution and Religious Freedom
• School Administration and Labor Laws
• Income Tax             
• FCRA
• People Management
• Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act
• Goods and Services Tax (GST)

Resource Persons

Mr. B D Das 
(Advocate – Supreme 

Court)

Jebasingh Jothi 
(Chartered 

Accountant)

Mr. T Shankar Suresh  
(Assistant Director, 

Training - CIM)Registration fee:  
`2000

Venue: Stewart School Bhubaneswar Unit – 
VIII, Bhubaneswar – 751012, Orissa, India

@ Bangalore 25 June, 2019
Topics
• Fundraising Online Wave
• Online Eco-System
• Digital Fundraising
• Digital Campaign Planning

Resource Persons

Mr. Christopher Rajan 
(Regional IT Director- 

South Asia Pacific – 
World Vision)

Anand Joshua 
Executive Director – CIM)

Registration fee:   
` 1000 

Venue: CRI Brothers Institute, 128/1, 
Ulsoor, Bengaluru, Karnataka 560 042

@ Mumbai 6 – 8 August, 2019

Topics
• Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection) Act, 2015
• POCSO Act, 2012
• Indian Constitution and Religious Freedom
• School Administration and Labor Laws
• Income Tax
• FCRA
• Strategic Management
• Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act
• Goods and Services Tax (GST)
• Governance

Resource Persons

Mr. B D Das 
(Advocate – Supreme 

Court)

Mr. Anand Joshua 
(Executive Director - 

CIM)

Mr. Jacob Varghese 
(Director – Training)

Registration fee:  `4000

Venue: Sarvodaya – Centre for Capacity 
Building, St.Paius X College Complex, 

Virvani Road, Gate No.3, Goregaon (E), 
Mumbai – 400 063

Local coordinator, 
Mr. Vivian Fernandes, 

Cell:9820496113

Fee covers cost of Seminar Materials, Lunch and Tea 
Register online - https://www.cimindia.in/product-category/event Seminar Materials, Lunch and Tea

Registration fee of `1000 to be paid in advance for each seminar. 
Balance to be paid at the venue.

Please send the Registration fee by demand draft or at par cheque favouring
“CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT”, payable at Chennai.

(Net transfer facility available on request)

MANAGEMENT SEMINAR for
Charitable and Religious 

Organisations
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‘becoming’ or incarnating into 
the world in which the Father has 
placed us.

What about religious festivals 
and practices? We would need to 
first cleanse ourselves of most 
foreign pagan practices that have 
been fused into the Christian 
expressions of faith – and there 
are quite a few of them. We also 
need to consider how we would 
redeem Indian symbolism and 
festivals. Because of the diversity 
of our country there would be no 
common framework on how this 
works out. We should, as local 
communities, discuss in the light 

of Scripture and the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit, ways to express 
our faith as culturally Indian. 
Revelation 21 tells us that the 
kings of the earth will bring 
the glory of the nations into the 
New Jerusalem. We should be 
good stewards in bringing the 
glory of this great nation, in all 
its diversity, to be celebrated as 
redeemed by the blood of the 
Lamb.

Cyril Georgeson  
lives in Mumbai and is 

an apologist, teacher 
and writer.
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NoteS ALoNG 
tHe JoURNeY

THE TOUCH
OBY CHERIAN

And then He placed His 
right hand upon me and 
said, ‘Do not be afraid’” 

(Rev.1:17).

Silent tears streamed down the 
patient’s cheeks. “Why are you 
crying?” asked the missionary 
doctor as she continued to gently 
touch and feel the patient’s skin 
to check for the contours of his 
lesions.

“Madam, you are the first 
medical person to reach out to 
me this way. I remember the last 
time I went to a hospital. I was 
made to sit on a stool in the centre 
of the room while the medical 
students stood at a distance. The 
professor pointed out signs of my 
disease with a long stick, coming 
nowhere near. And now Madam, 
you have touched me and that is 
why my tears flow.”

The doctor is a friend of mine 
who told me this story. I also 
found out from her that this 
stigma of leprosy was still so 
prevalent in our country. In fact, 

it seems that there are notices 
in the Delhi Metro prohibiting 
leprosy patients from travelling 
in the coaches without carrying a 
‘certificate of cure’.

We can touch people by a kind 
word, a hand on their shoulders 
or even just a smile. We make a 
difference by giving away these 
little things we have and a touch 
is one of these little things. Have 
we touched somebody today?

In a similar way, we can receive 
when we reach out in faith to 
touch the Lord.

But in this world, we must be 
cautious. There are important 
people that don’t like to be 
touched. Jesus was not like that. 
He had no bodyguards and Z+ 
security around Him.

His disciples said, “What are 
You talking about? With this 
crowd pushing and jostling You, 
You’re asking, ‘Who touched 
Me?’ Dozens have touched You!” 
(Mk.5:31). He let the crowds 
jostle Him knowing that some of 
them would touch in faith. 
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“And as many as touched Him 
were made whole” (Mk.6:56).

In fact, once when the disciples 
tried to act like security personnel, 
Jesus was mad at them.

“The people brought children 
to Jesus, hoping He might touch 
them. The disciples shooed 
them off. But Jesus was irate” 
(Mk.10:13,14).

Again we have to act with 
discretion. There are times 
when a touch or a hug may be 
misinterpreted. Or there may 
be some people who, because of 

their painful past, are fearful and 
don’t like being touched.

He is always willing and waiting 
for us to touch Him. And He is 
ever ready to touch our lives.

“Jesus reached out His hand and 
touched the man. ‘I am willing,’ 
He said. ‘Be clean!’ Immediately 
he was cleansed of his leprosy” 
(Matt.8:3,4).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a consultant urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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Don’t Waste Their Mistakes... Learn From Them

TURNED INTO A PILLAR OF SALT

CHARACteR 
StUDY

 VIJAY THANGIAH

CHARACteR:  
Wife of Lot

MeANiNG:  
no name mentioned

PRoNUNCiAtioN: 
no name mentioned

BiBLe PASSAGe:  
Gen.19:12-29;Lk.17:32 

BACKGRoUND

God	was	about	to	destroy	Sodom	and	Gomorrah	with	brimstone	and	
fire.	The	angels	instructed	Lot	and	his	family	to	leave	at	once,	lest	they	
are	consumed	as	well.	While	they	lingered,	the	angels	took	hold	of	them	

and	brought	them	out	of	the	city.

Lot	and	his	family	were	given	a	stern	warning	and	instruction	that	they	should	not	
look	back.	But	Lot’s	wife	made	a	fatal	decision.	She	looked	back.

Jesus	 told	us	 to	 remember	Lot’s	wife.	He	did	not	say,	 “Remember	Abraham”,	
or	“Pay	attention	to	the	lesson	of	Sarah	or	Jacob.”	He	singles	out	a	rather	obscure	
woman	that	He	doesn’t	even	name,	who	was	irretrievably	lost	in	disobedience.	The	
lesson of her life is found in the manner of her death.

MAiN LeSSoNS 
1. Lot’s wife had every opportunity to not die.	 She	 was	 well	
acquainted	 with	 the	 God	 that	 Lot	 served.	 She	 had	 Abraham	 for	
an	 uncle,	 and	 could	 have	 learned	much	 through	 his	 example.	 She	
certainly	was	privileged	 to	have	angels	of	God	 in	her	own	home	–	

they	even	took	her	personally	by	the	hand	and	brought	her	out	of	Sodom.

But	all	of	God’s	grace	extended	to	her	was	wasted.

You	can	come	from	a	good	family,	have	many	spiritual	advantages,	and	still	be	lost.	
You	are	ultimately	responsible	for	your	own	faith	–	your	own	soul.

2.  What was the sin of Lot’s wife?	The	simple	answer	is	that	she	looked	back.	
The	Hebrew	for	 ‘looked	back’	means	more	 than	 to	glance	over	one’s	shoulder.	 It	
means	“to	regard,	to	consider,	to	pay	attention	to.”	In	other	words,	dragged	free	of	
her	life	of	self-focus	and	set	well	on	her	way	to	freedom,	Lot’s	wife	looked	longingly	
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and	 lingeringly	on	her	past	even	as	 it	was	being	consumed	by	 the	 fiery	wrath	of	
God.

Looking	back	was	a	sign	of	unbelief	and	disobedience.	God	had	specifically	said,	“Go	
to	the	mountains	and	don’t	turn	around.”

Looking	back	also	revealed	her	true	attachment	to	Sodom.	Her	body	was	leaving,	but	
her	heart	was	still	in	Sodom.	She	became	too	attached	to	the	city	where	she	lived.	
She might have thought about her possessions, the loved ones or relatives she left, 
her	friends,	plans,	and	dreams.	All	or	any	of	these	made	her	look	back.	No	matter	
what	the	reason	might	be	of	Lot’s	wife	to	look	back,	it	is	clear	that	she	thought	of	the	
things	in	the	city	to	be	more	important	than	the	commandments	of	God.

Lot’s	wife	had	been	immersed	too	long	in	the	sins	of	the	society	to	the	point	that	she	
also	became	a	scoffer.	She	thought	that	judgment	would	never	come	and	when	it	
came,	she	had	to	see	it	herself.	She	probably	thought,	“If	I	look	back	and	see	that	the	
cities	aren’t	really	being	destroyed,	I’ll	go	back	to	Sodom.”	She	couldn’t	believe	that	
the	city	she	has	grown	to	love	was	being	destroyed	behind	her.	

There	must	not	only	be	a	change	in	our	behaviour,	but	we	must	also	work	on	changing	
our affections.

3. Her punishment was immediate.	 The	 punishment	 on	 Lot’s	wife	was	 severe,	
sudden	and	irretrievable.	When	she	looked	back	she	was	deprived	of	another	chance	
to	escape.	All	the	mercy	once	extended	was	suddenly	removed.	

It	 is	interesting	that	she	is	described	as	a	‘pillar’.	The	Hebrew	for	pillar	refers	to	a	
garrison or a deputy,	that	is,	something	set	to	watch	over	something	else.	The	image	
of	Lot’s	wife	standing	watch	over	the	Dead	Sea	area—where	to	this	day	no	life	can	
exist—is	a	poignant	reminder	to	us	not	to	look	back	or	turn	back	from	the	profession	
of	faith	we	have	made,	but	to	follow	Christ	without	hesitation	and	abide	in	His	love.

We	need	to	take	heed,	be	on	guard,	and	make	sure	that	we	don’t	become	scoffers.	
Jesus	Christ	will	return,	and	His	return	is	sure.	Though	people	become	scoffers	and	
unbelievers,	 that	won’t	 change	 the	 fact	 that	God	and	Jesus	will	 one	day	directly	
intervene	into	human	affairs.	There	is	coming	a	day	of	judgment.	Jesus	spoke	more	
about	hell	than	any	other one subject.
4. Why did God not show mercy to Lot’s wife?	If	she	had	been	allowed	to	flee	the	
wickedness	of	Sodom	to	a	better	place,	all	the	time	harbouring	in	her	heart	a	love	for	
her	past,	then	the	virus	of	Sodom’s	wickedness	would	have	gone	with	her	to	her	new	
home,	preserved	deep	within	her,	waiting	its	chance	to	emerge	and	infect	other	lives.	
Rather	than	allow	her	to	preserve	the	cherished	memory	of	Sodom	in	a	new	place,	
God	preserves	her	as	a	pillar	of	salt.	She	becomes	a	memorial	for	the	preservation	of	
evil,	a	warning	to	all	who	might	see	her	frozen	in	her	half-turned	gaze	of	longing.
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Vijay Thangiah 
 is a Bible teacher and the former 

National Executive Director of 
India Youth For Christ.
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After two days of just lying 
there in pain, some workers 
found her and put her on a 
makeshift cot and loaded her 
into their jeep and drove 150 
miles over deep rutted roads 
to find a doctor who could 
set the broken bones. But the 
very bumpy ride damaged 
her bones so badly that her 
hip never completely healed. 
He says, “I visited my mother 
in her mud-covered hut 
several weeks after all of this 
happened. I watched as she 
took two bamboo crutches 
that she had made herself, 
and moved from one place 
to another with her feet just 
dragging behind because 
she had lost all feeling in 
them.” He says, “At age 75, 
with a broken hip, unable 
to stand on her own two 
legs, I thought that I made a 
pretty intelligent suggestion. 
I suggested that she retire.” 
He says, “She turned around 
and looked at me and said, 
‘What value is that? If we try 
to preserve this body just a 
few more years and it is not 
being used for God, of what 
value is that?’ So she kept on 
working. She kept on riding 
her donkey to villages until 
she was 93 years old... And 
she continued to tell people 
about Jesus Christ until she 
died at age 95.”

5. Caleb experienced what God 
had promised!

 He climbed the mountains 
and he defeated the giants 
– he claimed his possession. 
The name of the place Caleb 
inherited used to be called 
Kirjatharba (city of the four 
giants). Now it was named 
Hebron (seat of association 
or fellowship). Caleb refused 
to quit until he had obtained 
everything the Lord had for 
him! He refused to stop until 
he had obtained that place of 
fellowship with God.

 Where are you in your 
personal walk with the 
Lord? Have you entered into 
your victory, or are you still 
wandering around in the 
wilderness struggling day 
to day? God has a place of 
peace and power for you, but 
you must be willing to claim 
your possession. It isn’t for 
the faint-hearted, but it is for 
the faith-hearted. 

 Half-hearted Christians are 
faint-hearted Christians, and 
they never learn to conquer 
the giants in their lives.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.

MeMoRY VeRSe
“Remember	Lot’s	wife!”	(Lk.17:32).

PRAYeR 
Lord,	 may	 the	memory	 of	 our	 past	 sins	 be	 laced	with	 the	 pungent	
odour	of	the	fires	of	Sodom	-	the	reek	of	God’s	wrath	exterminating	the	
godlessness	of	our	former	days,	the	aroma	of	God’s	grace	pointing	us	
toward	new	life,	eyes	fixed	on	our	Saviour.	Amen

DiSCUSSioN QUeStioNS
1.	 Discuss:	When	sin	no	longer	torments	our	souls,	we	have	become	

hardened to it.
2.	 Was	the	consequence	of	disobeying	God	too	harsh?
3.	 What	are	some	practical	ways	 in	which	we	can	 “remember	Lot’s	
wife?”

APPLiCAtioN QUeStioNS
1.	 If	your	spiritual	gaze	was	frozen	at	this	instant,	on	what	would	it	be	
fixed?

2.	 Every	 day	 is	 a	 choice	 to	 look	 forward	 toward	 life-giving	 grace	 or	
backward	toward	sin-saturated	death.	Will	you	choose	self-focus	or	God-focus?	

3.	 How	will	you	be	memorialised?	As	someone	who	preserved	the	pleasures	of	sin	
or the profit of sanctification?
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News

Mob Frightens Children In 
Sunday School

(MSN): A Coptic church in Upper 
Egypt is closed after a throng 
of angry Muslims attacked it, 
beating a priest and another 
person as more than 200 fearful 
children who had gathered for 
Bible lessons looked on. A Muslim 
about 17 years old beat one of 
the priests with a club as security 
forces led him from the Anba 
Karas Church building.

Moms Influence Children 
More 

(CH): Christians are far more 
likely to say their mothers had 
a bigger influence on their faith 
than did their fathers, according 
to a new study that examined the 
roles that moms and dads played 
in the development of children. 
The study found that 68 percent 
of U.S. Christians who grew up 
with someone who influenced 
their faith said their mother’s 
faith impacted them. That was 
followed by the father (46 
percent) and a grandparent (37 
percent). 

That pattern also was found 
among Christian teens, who said 
they had prayed with or talked 

about God with their mom in 
the past month than with their 
father.

Researchers Found Exodus 
Route?

(CH): Bible scholars trying to 
retrace the route Moses took when 
he led the Israelites out of Egypt 
say they have found evidence that 
Mount Sinai is actually in eastern 
Saudi Arabia.

Ryan Mauro, of the Doubting 
Thomas Research Foundation 
(DTRF), said that his team 
travelled to Saudi Arabia three 
times to gather evidence. 
Although they are still piecing 
together a map and timeline, the 
researcher believes his theory 
is the most ‘plausible’ route. It 
starts with the Israelites leaving 
Egypt through Cairo and crossing 
into the Sinai Peninsula.

Police Beat Christians, Close 
Church, Bury Bibles

(CH): More than 100 Chinese 
police officers and SWAT 
team members closed a newly 
constructed church and beat 
dozens of Christians who were 
guarding it, and then buried 
Bibles and hymnbooks before 
leaving. The incident took place 
in Henan – China’s third largest 
province. Chinese officials also 
seized the church’s cash and 
other possessions.
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Increased Hostility Towards 
Christians

(CH): each day, two churches are 
desecrated in France. According 
to CBN News, there has been an 
increase in attacks on churches 
and Christian symbols in recent 
years. In 2018, there were some 
1063 attacks on French Christian 
churches and symbols, such as 
statues and crosses. That number 
of attacks was a 17 percent jump 
from the year prior.
Muslim Herdsmen Massacre 
Christians

(MSN): Muslim Fulani herdsmen 
killed 17 Christians who had 
gathered after a baby dedication 
at a church in central Nigeria, 

including the mother of the child, 
sources said. The people ranging 
in age from 10 to 80 were killed 
in the incident.

Nepal Arrests 4 Christians For 
‘False’ Conversion

(CP): Four Christians have been 
arrested in Nepal, including a 
United States citizen, months after 
a controversial law criminalising 
religious conversion went into 
effect. The police in the city of 
Ghorahi arrested them for their 
alleged involvement in religious 
conversion by ‘allurement’. The 
four of them had attended a one-
day pastors’ conference that took 
place in a local church.
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JOB OPPORTUNITY
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, EFICOR

The Evangelical Fellowship of India Commission on Relief (EFICOR) is a 
National Christian Relief and Development organisation working with poor and 
marginalised communities in various states of India. EFICOR invites applications 
from candidates with commitment and qualification to join the leadership team 
in the capacity of the Executive Director to be located at Janakpuri, New Delhi.

The Executive Director is responsible for providing overall leadership to the 
organisation (EFICOR), accountable to the Board through the Chair.
CRITERIA FOR APPLICATION

A) Candidates desirous of applying for the post of the Executive Director of 
EFICOR, New Delhi should be:
i. Mature, committed Christians with a passion for social justice and 

poverty alleviation
ii. Aware of and committed to the vision, mission and core values of 

efiCoR.
B) Educational Qualifications:

i. Graduate degree 
ii. Post graduate degree/diploma in community development is 

preferable
C) Experience

i. Minimum 15 years of post qualifications experience, out of which 
minimum 5 years in a senior position in a relief and development 
organisation.

ii. Working knowledge of laws and rules relating to non-profit organization/
fCRA.

D) Statement of interest (500 words) to be sent along with the application and 
CV.

E) Two references
F) Last date to receive applications: July 20, 2019
G) Applications to be sent to:

The Chairperson, EFICOR Board. 
The Evangelical Fellowship of India Commission On Relief (EFICOR) 308,  

Mahatta Tower, 54, B Block Community Centre, Janakpuri, New Delhi- 110058 
Ph.: (011) 25516383/4/5/ Email.: chairhreficor@gmail.com

ABOUT THE POSITION

A) Term of office: 5 years (renewable)
B) Salary and other Benefits: Negotiable
C) Expected start date: November 1, 2019

For more information please refer www.eficor.org
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Seeking a Lead Pastor for  
Delhi Bible Fellowship (DBF), New Delhi

Delhi	Bible	Fellowship	 (DBF)	 is	a	non-denominational,	evangelical	
church,	started	in	1969	and	currently	having	9	lead	congregations	and	
30	weekly	services	across	the	National	Capital	Region	(NCR).	

DBF	seeks	a	Lead	Pastor,	whom	God	has	called,	to	lead	one	of	its	
English	congregations	located	in	South	Delhi.	This	congregation	is	a	
unique,	vibrant	and	growing	congregation	that	focuses	on	youth	and	
families,	and	draws	people	 from	all	walks	of	 life.	This	 is	one	of	 the	
oldest	 congregations	 having	 a	multi-generational	 and	multi-cultural	
members	of	300+	people	from	many	different	nationalities.	

DBF	seeks	a	full-time	Lead	Pastor	who	is	led	by	the	Holy	Spirit	to	help	
grow	this	congregation	both	spiritually	and	numerically,	to	minister	to	
the	changing	needs	of	the	congregation	and	community,	and	to	lead	
them	into	God’s	perfect	plans	for	the	church.	

The	applicant	should	have	strong	skills	in	leadership,	communication,	
discipleship,	evangelism,	teaching,	be	a	team	player,	be	able	to	work	
with	the	other	pastors	and	staff	of	the	congregation	and	be	a	dynamic	
visionary	to	lead	the	church	into	the	future.	The	applicant	must	be	an	
Indian	citizen	or	PIO/OCI	card	holder,	have	an	MDiv	or	BD	and	have	at	
least	8	years	of	relevant	ministry	experience.	

Interested	 and	 suitable	 candidates	 are	 requested	 to	 send	 their	
detailed	resume	by	30th	June	2019	to	the	email	ID	or	postal	address	
given	below.

Email	ID	for	correspondence:	searchcommittee.dbf@gmail.com 
Postal Address:  

Chairman 
Search Committee 
Delhi	Bible	Fellowship 
22,	Bhai	Veer	Singh	Marg 
New	Delhi	–	110	001 
Phone:	011-23360944
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Light of Life 
Over 60 Years Of Ministry  

Through The Print Media

Contact:  
The Editor, Light of Life 

21, YMCA Road, Mumbai Central. Mumbai 400 008. 
Tel.:+91 22 23076941/23095656;  

Web: www.lightoflife-india.com 
Email: lightoflife2777@gmail.com;  

lightoflife1@rediffmail.com

Join In & Be Involved in this precious ministry

• PRAY for Light of Life’s ministry

• INTRODUCE Light of Life to others

• SUPPORT Light of Life financially through 
Gifts/Donations

Magazines

Books

Tracts


