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LETTERS

YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 
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Articles Appreciated

thank you for the Light of Life 
magazine. i get the magazine 
regularly and i enjoy reading it. 
thank god for the lovely articles, 
well acquainted with the Bible. i 
am too old to write to you. i am 
86 but i send this magazine to my 
friends and relatives. they also 
appreciate the articles and always 
praise god.

god bless all the authors and 
the articles they write, not for-
getting the crossword puzzle ev-
ery month and good information 
about Christians in india.

Nirmala Butt,  
Hyderabad, Telangana

Balanced Article

i heartily congratulate Light 
of Life and Manu george for the 
balanced article in your May 
issue regarding the destiny of 
Jerusalem.

this oft rebuilt city is distin-
guished only because our Lord 
walked its streets.Much as he 
loved the city and its temple, it 
deeply saddened him that its 
citizensfailed to recognise him or 
his mission.instead they contrived 
his death.

Thus, by His willing sacrifice, our 
Christian faith holds that full and 
perfect remission of the sins of 
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humanity was won on Calvary 
2000 years ago. god requires no 
other and for his dwelling chooses 
the heart of all believers.Peace will 
only come to the troubled Middle 
east ‘in his time’ when its ethnic 
groupslearn to co-exist.

All speculation is misplaced.
Did not Jesus clearly remind 
his disciples,“it is not for you to 
knowthe times or seasons which 
the father has put in his own 
authority?” (Acts.1:7). our Creator, 
‘he who is love’, has shown us 
that compassion and goodwill 
must guide the actions of world 
leaders for the good of all.

Jennifer M. Talwalker,  
Mumbai, Maharashtra

A Compliment

i am writing to compliment 
the article ‘is Jerusalem the 
trump Card in eschatology?’ by 
Manu george (May 2018 Light of 
Life). first, i have to thank and 
compliment your editorial team 
for publishing this very good 
article!

the article was very relevant, 
biblically sound, and faithful to 
the priorities of god’s kingdom. 
this article would have been an 
eye-opener for many believers 
who are genuinely seeking to 
form their understanding from 
Scripture.

the attitude of many present-
day evangelicals with regards to 

their support for israel can be 
summed up in this verse: “they 
are zealous for god, but their 
zeal is not based on knowledge” 
(Rom.10:2). they seem to derive 
their eschatological categories 
from the latest end-times novel 
or movie, which are charged with 
fantasy and integrated with news 
headlines from the current global 
conflicts, rather than with the 
unchanging and timeless doctrinal 
truth from Scripture.

though Brother Manu george’s 
view will seem to be rather new, 
his position was historically the 
agreed upon position by many 
theologians and biblical scholars. 
if possible, i request him to write 
a series of articles expounding on 
the post-millennial eschatological 
position.

in a time like this, what counts 
is not whether American foreign 
policy recognizes the earthly 
Jerusalem (which is hagar in 
slavery – gal.4:25) in the secular 
state of israel, but whether one 
recognises the heavenly Jerusalem 
(gal.4:26;heb.12:22) which is 
already in their midst.

i would encourage you to publish 
more articles on related themes to 
educate believers in these issues.

with my prayers and best wishes 
for your continual ministry!

Nishanth Arulappan,  
Vellore, TN.
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Editorial

‘The bucket list’

T              he Bucket List was a 
2007 hollywood movie 
with the plot about two 

terminally ill men on a trip with 
a wish list of things to do before 
they ‘kicked the bucket’. the idea 
caught on very fast, and people 
all over the world began to make 
their own ‘bucket lists’. everyone, 
it seems, had some dream to fulfil 
– some crazier or more fantastic 
than others and some more sober 
– before they left this world. 
have you thought about this, and 
what all would be there in your 
particular list?

Since this movie came out, 
many people have written about 
creating individual bucket lists as 
the short and long term goals for 
their lives. this can be broader or 
bigger than New Year resolutions. 
Celestine Chua, in an article on the 
internet called, “Bucket List ideas: 
101 things to Do Before You Die,” 
has listed the following questions 
people can ask themselves in 

order to help them to identify 
their bucket lists.
•	 what if you were to die 

tomorrow? what would you 
wish you could do before you 
die?

•	 what would you do if you had 
unlimited time, money and 
resources?

•	 what have you always wanted 
to do, but have not done yet?

•	 Any countries, places or 
locations you want to visit?

•	 what are your biggest goals 
and dreams?

•	 what do you want to see in 
person?

•	 what achievements do you 
want to have?

•	 what experiences do you 
want to have/feel?

•	 Are there any special moments 
you want to witness?

•	 what activities or skills do 
you want to learn or try 
out?



9Light of Life JUNe 2018

Editorial
•	 what are the most important 

things you can ever do?
•	 what would you like to say/do 

together with other people? 
People you love? family? 
friends?

•	 Are there any specific people 
you want to meet in person?

•	 what do you want to achieve 
in the different areas: social, 
love, family, career, finance, 
health (your weight, fitness 
level), spiritual?

•	 what do you need to do to lead 
a life of the greatest meaning?

A sad fact is that many people do 
not have any major goals in their 
lives, and they are merely drifting 
along with the world wherever it 
takes them. in other words, people 
are allowing the days of their lives 
pass one after another, without 
making them count for anything 
valuable. they are occupied only 
with the current problems they 
face without thinking or planning 
for their future. for such people, 
thinking about the bucket list is a 
good wakeup call.

Many people, when they 
prepare their bucket lists, think 
about visiting or having a holiday 
in some exotic places, completing 
a pilgrimage, experiencing the 
thrill of some adventure, trying 
out different cuisines, meeting 
some ‘stars’ of whatever field 
they are involved in (and taking 

‘selfies’ with them!), etc. Some 
plan for leaving a ‘legacy’ behind, 
in terms of an organisation they 
have started, a building they 
have constructed, a project they 
have completed, a monument or 
statue in their honour (!), a best-
selling book or DVD, a name in a 
book of records, or some other 
achievement for which posterity 
will remember them.

what kind of bucket lists will 
we Christians prepare? Sad to 
say, it looks like there is generally 
not much difference from the lists 
others make up! we also seem to 
hope for enjoyable experiences, 
or leaving a ‘Christian’ legacy 
in terms of name, institutions, 
buildings, projects, etc.!

the apostle Paul leaves us a 
challenge in this, as in many 
other areas. it is clear that he had 
only one major goal for his life. he 
said, “one thing i do: forgetting 
what lies behind and reaching 
forward to what lies ahead, i 
press on toward the goal for the 
prize of the upward call of god 
in Christ Jesus” (Php.3:13,14). 
At the end of his life, he could 
say with great gratitude towards 
god that he had completed the 
course that the Lord had drawn 
out for him (2tim.4:7,8). for him, 
nothing else mattered. in making 
a comparison between what the 
Lord wanted him to accomplish 
and what he could have made out 
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by himself, he called the latter 
‘dung’ (Php.3:8).

the problem is that we do not 
seem to see things in the same 
way! we may excuse ourselves by 
pointing out that Paul had a very 
special calling from god as the 
pioneering apostle to the gentiles 
and also how he was unmarried 
without any encumbrance. our 
justification seems to be that 
‘ordinary’ people like us need to 
have a more moderate approach 
towards life. that is a choice we 
make, with or without thinking 
about it. But moderate approaches 
will only yield moderate results! 
whatever our particular calling 
may be from god, should not 
we also be sharply focussed 
on fulfilling it, rather than get 
distracted by other things?

when we look at the problem 
more deeply, we can see that 
one reason for this is the relative 
value we give to our life here on 
this earth and the life that is to 
come! if we follow the theory 
of evolution and believe we are 
just some biological entities 
(animals) that happen to be 
here by a long combination of 
chance occurrences and for 
whom there is going to be simply 
oblivion after death, it would be 
understandable if we decide to 
make the most of our life here 
while we have it. in other words, 
“Let’s eat and drink and be merry” 

(cf. ecc.2:24;1Cor.15:32). But we 
cannot do that if we believe there 
is a life to come, and the way we 
live here is going to have serious 
impact on how we live then!

So, Jesus tells us not to labour 
much for the things that will 
anyway perish one day, but 
to work for the things that 
will remain through eternity 
(Jn.6:27). he tells us to store up 
for ourselves ‘treasures’ in heaven 
(Matt.6:19,20). Paul exhorts us 
to set our mind on things above 
and not on the things of this earth 
(Col.3:1-4).

of course, we have to take care 
of life on earth for ourselves, our 
families and others under our 
care as in the case of churches and 
institutions, in every aspect such 
as physical, mental and spiritual 
wellbeing. All of us are not being 
asked to sell off everything and 
follow Christ.

But the important thing is to 
see where our ‘heart’ is, because 
that is where our treasure is 
(Matt.6:21). what is the main 
goal of our lives? Is it to fulfil 
the purpose of god for our lives 
to the maximum, or to enjoy 
ourselves in different ways? The 
people of the world mostly go 
after enjoyment in various ways, 
but what are there in our lives 
that are different and of a higher 
quality?
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Jacob Ninan 

A. w. tozer, in his book, Man, the 
dwelling place of God, mentions 
about a nobleman in england 
who had enough money and did 
not need to work for a living. in 
other words, this man could do 
whatever he wanted with his time. 
tozer was shocked that this man 
chose to dedicate his whole life to 
breed the perfect spotted mouse! 
he wrote, “Made in the image of 
god, equipped with awesome 
powers of mind and soul, called 
to dream immortal dreams 
and think the long thoughts of 
eternity, he chooses the breeding 
of a spotted mouse as his reason 
for existing. invited to walk with 
god on earth and to dwell at last 
with the saints and angels in the 
world above; called to serve his 
generation by the will of god, to 
press with holy vigour towards 
the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of god in Christ Jesus, he 
dedicates his life to the spotted 
mouse, not just evenings or 
holidays, mind you, but his entire 
life. Surely this is tragedy, worthy 
of the mind of an Aeschylus or 
Shakespeare.”

we can reiterate to ourselves 
that each of us has a unique 
calling from god which we need 
to accomplish. irrespective of our 
particular function in the body 
of Christ, all of us are called to 
be faithful witnesses for Christ 
as light and salt in the different 
situations we are placed in. we 
need to examine ourselves and 
see what is burning in our hearts, 
what it is that our hearts are 
burdened with, and what it is 
that we long to live for – and see 
if these are about what the Lord 
wants for us. if we are faithful to 
the Lord in following him where 
he has placed us, that will cause 
us to have an impact to the small 
world around us (eph.4:16).

however, if the salt has lost its 
flavour, and we are living here 
with bucket lists very similar to 
what the rest of the world holds, 
what would we be fit for in the 
eyes of the Lord (Matt.5:13)?

ReadeRs!
If you like this magazine, tell others. if not, tell us.  

either way, we would like to hear from you.

Light of Life 
P. O. Box No. 4576, 21, Ymca Road, mumbai, central, mumbai 400 008 

E-mail: lightoflife1@rediffmail.com
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the concept of Christian 
giving under the new 
covenant of Jesus is 

different in the Scriptures from 
the concept of tithes and offerings 
under the Mosaic covenant, and 
we should be diligent to read 
and understand the difference 
so that we do not default in the 
discharge of our responsibility 
in this regard.

one of the important 
requirements of the Mosaic 
laws, which god gave to his 
chosen people of israel, through 
Moses, before they entered 
into the Promised Land, was 
giving of tithes, i.e., one tenth 
of all that their fields produced 
each year. these are detailed in 
Deuteronomy 14:22-29 and 26:1-
15. The Israelites were to offer 
them to the priest at the place of 
worship, i.e., Shiloh/Jerusalem 
(Deut.26:2) with a thankful heart. 
it was compulsory in nature 
and any violation of the same 
would invite curses on them, as 
mandated for the disobedience 
of the Mosaic laws. these tithes 
were meant for the upkeep 

CHRISTIAN GIVING
The concept of Christian giving under the new covenant is different.

J. FREDRIC DAWSON and maintenance of the priests 
appointed under the Levitical 
priesthood and their families, 
as no land was allotted to them 
as their inheritance, when the 
israelites entered the Promised 
Land and Joshua allotted land 
to the various tribes. the priests 
were only allotted towns to live, 
along with pasture land for their 
cattle among the various tribes 
scattered all over israel. Details 
of how these offerings were to 
be made and distributed to the 
priests living outside Shiloh/
Jerusalem are indicated in these 
passages.

At the end of every three years, 
they were to bring all the tithes 
of that year’s produce and store 
it in their towns, so that the 
Levites, who had no allotment 
or inheritance of their own and 
the aliens, the fatherless and 
the widows who lived in their 
towns might come and eat and 
be satisfied. There was also a 
provision for those who were 
living far away to exchange the 
tithes with silver so that it was 
easy for them to carry it and to 
purchase anything to offer as 
tithes.
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further, the world has moved 
on technologically since the time 
of Moses. Many of the children 
of Israel adopted different 
professions and did not stick to 
agriculture only. Some of them 
might not even be owners of land. 
Some of them were in the army. 
Some of them were in the service 
of the king like secretaries, 
recorders, cup bearers, bakers, 
etc. Some were professional 
musicians. Some were craftsmen, 
who were working in various 
parts of israel. Perhaps, they 
might have paid their tithes by 
converting it into silver or in their 
currencies. Some of the Jews 
(nobles, princes) in Babylonian 
captivity had also earned money, 
as we see from the book of 
Nehemiah. we can infer that 
they may also have paid tithes 
in silver or shekels, as we find 
the defaulters being condemned 
by both Nehemiah (Neh.13:10) 
and Malachi who termed it as 
‘robbing god’ (Mal.3:8). 

with the system of the 
Levitical priesthood having been 
dispensed with under the new 
covenant, it is obvious that all 
the supporting systems for the 
maintenance of the priesthood 
would not be required. Like 
many other provisions of the 
Law, tithing had also become 
obsolete. 

the concept of Christian 
giving under the new covenant 
is different. The apostle Paul 
sums up these new concepts 
in 2 Corinthians 8 and 9 and 
1Cor.16:2, which are summarised 
as under.
1. Christian giving is voluntary 
and a test of sincerity and love 
(2Cor.8:1-12).
2. giving is for the service 
to the saints/god’s people 
(2Cor.9:1,2;1Cor.16:1). those 
who are in the full time ministry, to 
preach the gospel, have the right 
of material support (1Cor.9:7-
14). in the contemporary 
situation, such giving can be not 
only for the local church, but 
also for all other servants of god 
who are toiling for the kingdom 
of god in various organisations. 
though the right of receiving 
material needs for god’s servants 
cannot be denied to them, it is 
also incumbent on their part to 
exercise it carefully (1Cor.9:19-
27). Just because a servant of god 
depends upon the support of any 
congregation, he does not belong 
to them (1Cor.9:19) and he is free 
to work to win people for Christ. 
Paul does not mind becoming 
all things to all men so that he 
may save someone (1Cor.9:22). 
his primary goal was to win 
people for Christ and expect the 
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lasting reward from god at the 
end (1Cor.9:25); satisfying his 
material needs in this process 
was only secondary. he also says 
that, “Unlike so many, we do not 
peddle the word of God for profit 
(2Cor.2:17).
3. giving to the poor, strangers, 
widows, fatherless, etc., is a 
separate responsibility, which 
a believer is called upon to 
discharge. 
4. giving is a grace. Just as you 
excel in everything, see that 
you excel in this grace of giving 
(2Cor.8:7).
5. giving should be in keeping 
with the income (1Cor.16:2). 
each one should give what he 
has decided in his heart to give 
(2Cor.9:7).
6.  giving is to be a regular 
weekly affair, when the believers 
meet for worship on the first day 
of the week so that it is easy for 

collection and other activities 
are not disturbed.
7. the reward for Christian 
giving are joy (2Cor.8:2), extra 
thankfulness to god (2Cor.9:12) 
and praise to god by men 
(2Cor.9:13).

As the children of the living 
god under the new covenant and 
as members of his kingdom, we 
are also covered by the above 
stipulation. Let us resolve to 
follow these laws and precepts 
given under the New Covenant 
and regularly contribute our gifts 
to the ministry of the universal 
church, so that the church of god 
will grow effectively and bring in 
many souls into his kingdom.
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noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 

BELIEVERSWEDDING.COM

A matrimonial website developed exclusively for the Indian Christian community

For all those who are seeking “LIFE PARTNER” (BRIDE/GROOM) (Indians & NRI’s)  
an endeavour of the New Life Fellowship Church

Office:  
No: 84/3, 3rd Floor, UCF Centre, Hennur Main Road, Lingarajapuram, Bangalore 560084 

Phone: 080-65312900/65832788/25482036/7760655061   (Mon-Fri) (10:00 am to 5:00 pm) 
Email: info@believerswedding.com / reachnewlifevoice@gmail.com 

Log on to web site: www.believerswedding.com



16Light of Life JUNe 2018

LIVING HOPE THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE 
(Accredited with  Asia Theological Association ATA)) 

Mount Zion, Cholapuram South, Rajapalayam Taluk, 
Virudhunagar District,Tamil Nadu – 626139 

Phones: 9444233474;  9940142285;  
04563-284488; 04563-284485

“Go…make disciples…baptize…teach” Matt.28:19,20

Applications are invited from born again young men and women to 
undergo Theological training for 3 years B.Th degree and 2/3 years M.Div 
degree courses  in English and Tamil Medium for the academic year 2018 
– 2019.

FEATURES: 1. Well qualified and experienced faculty 2. Giving emphasis 
to academics and spirituality 3. A well arranged Evangelical curriculum 4. 
Seminars conducted by leading International Theologians 5. Equipping the 
students for ministry 6. Fundamental doctrinal position 7. Well equipped 
library 8. English & Tamil medium separately 9. Full/Partial scholorship 
available 10. Computer training provided.

Degree Duration Eligibility Classes begin

D.Th

B.Th

2 years

3 years

10th pass

+2 pass

June 2018

June 2018

M.Div 2years B.Th June 2018

M.Div (Extn.) 3 years B.Th/Any Degree June 2018

For application and prospectus send Rs. 100 by M.O to 

The Registrar, 
 Living Hope Theological College, Mount Zion, Cholapuram South post, 

Rajapalayam Tk, Virudhunagar Dst, Tamil Nadu  - 626 139 (or)

 The President,  
Gospel Friends, PO Box: 2202 8/1 Anandam Colony, Mandaveli,  

Chennai – 600 028 
Email-lhtcindia@gmail.com/ghunarc@gmail.com



17Light of Life JUNe 2018

DON’T GO BACK
God leads us into His truth and restores us, but we tend to go 

back into our own struggles that have become our comfort zones.

Riya struggled with her 
emotions after having 
a huge fight with her 

friends. they wanted her to 
get involved in drugs and Riya 
strongly refused. After the brawl, 
Riya returned home with a heavy 
heart. After a few days, she 
regretted her decision of turning 
her back on her friends and 
decided to go hang out with them 
again. this time things changed 
for the worse.

we have all been in Riya’s 
shoes at some point in our lives. 
we might not have friends who 
force us into drugs, but we have 
all experienced peer pressure. 
Matthew 8:22-26 has an 
interesting passage that throws 
light on situations like these. 
it says, “when they arrived at 
Bethsaida, some people brought 
a blind man to Jesus, and they 
begged him to touch the man and 
heal him. Jesus took the blind man 
by the hand and led him out of the 
village. then, spitting on the man’s 
eyes, he laid his hands on him 
and asked, ‘Can you see anything 
now?’ the man looked around. 
‘Yes,’ he said, ‘i see people, but i 

SERAPHIN AMANNA can’t see them very clearly. they 
look like trees walking around.’ 
then Jesus placed his hands on 
the man’s eyes again, and his 
eyes were opened. his sight was 
completely restored, and he could 
see everything clearly. Jesus sent 
him away, saying, ‘Don’t go back 
into the village on your way 
home.’”

Leading Out

Jesus leads the blind man out 
of the village. it’s the same with 
you and me. we are the blind 
man. when we are spiritually 
blind, he leads us out of our sins 
and shame and brings us into 
his everlasting light so that we 
may be enlightened in our spirits 
to look upon his face. he brings 
situations in our lives and also 
lends a helping hand to lead us 
out. often, we depend on people 
to help us out of a situation, but 
Jesus says, “ignore them. they 
are blind guides leading the 
blind, and if one blind person 
guides another, they will both 
fall into a ditch” (Matt.15:14). if 
struggles have become a routine 
for you, he is willing to lead you 
out if you are willing to come to 
him.
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Healing And Restoring

Jesus spat on the man’s eyes 
and placed his hand enquiring 
whether he could see anything. 
why would he do that? he is 
god, right? wouldn’t he know 
whether the man could see 
already? well, that’s who our god 
is! he loves hearing us talk about 
our experience. he loves doing 
miracles in our lives and loves 
hearing us talk about it. when 
the man said that he couldn’t see 
clearly, Jesus placed his hands 
again and restored his sight. 
Maybe you are going through a 
struggle. it could be anything. 
Know this, Jesus wants you to 
confess your struggle and ask him 
to restore you. Be honest with 
him. in Psalm 139, David talks 
about the greatness of god and 
his ability to know everything 
even before it happens in our lives. 
we can never hide anything from 
him. he’s your father awaiting 
your confession and prayer. he 

will lead you out and restore you 
again.

Final Warning

Jesus led him out, healed him 
and warned him, saying, “Don’t 
go back into the village on your 
way home.” how many times do 
we go back to our toxic habits 
and relationships just because we 
feel lonely or bored? Right from 
binging on tV to hanging out 
with bad company, we run into 
the same village Jesus led us out 
of. Just like Riya’s story, situations 
turn for the worse. god leads us 
into his truth and restores us, 
but we tend to go back into our 
own struggles that have become 
our comfort zones. if this is your 
situation today, Jesus says, “Don’t 
go back!”.

Seraphin Amanna  
is a media student, blogger 

and freelance writer.

Please

 Send us the advertisement matter through e-mail, latest by the 4th day of 
the month preceding the one in which you require the advertisement to be 
published.

 Release the payment along with the advertisement or within seven days of 
submission of our invoice. while releasing the payment through bank, intimate 
us by e-mail the details of the payment, with your name and address.

 Send us the advertisement matter in pdf/jpg as well as Word file, to facilitate 
corrections wherever required and to improve its presentation.

thank you.

Light of Life 
ATTENTION ADVERTISERS!



19Light of Life JUNe 2018

I KNOW THE SHEPHERD!
For every child of God, the hope of knowing the Father just like 

His Son Jesus holds good indeed.

there was once a Shake-
spearean actor who was 
known everywhere for 

his one-man shows of readings 
and recitations from the classics. 
he would always end his perfor-
mance with a dramatic reading 
of Psalm 23. each night, without 
exception, as the actor began his 
recitation, “the Lord is my Shep-
herd, i shall not want..,” the crowd 
would listen attentively. And then, 
at the conclusion of the psalm, 
they would rise in thunderous 
applause in appreciation of the 
actor’s incredible ability to bring 
the verses to life.

But one night, just before the 
actor was to offer his customary 
recital of Psalm 23, he was 
told there was an old pastor in 
the audience. for a change, he 
invited that old gent to recite 
the customary psalm. with a 
soft voice, the grey-haired pastor 
began to recite the words of the 
psalm. when he was finished, 
there was no applause. there 
was no standing ovation as on 
other nights. All that could be 
heard was the sound of weeping. 
the audience had been so moved 

SuRESH MANOHARAN by the elderly man’s recitation 
that every eye was full of tears. 
Amazed by what he had heard, 
the actor said to the old pastor, 
“i don’t understand. i have been 
performing Psalm 23 for years. i 
have a lifetime of experience and 
training, but i have never been 
able to move an audience as you 
have tonight. tell me, what is your 
secret?” the grey gent quietly 
replied, “Well sir, you know the 
psalm... I know the Shepherd.”

Do we really know our ‘Divine 
Shepherd’ or is our knowledge 
of him a mere pretence? this 
leads to a meta-cognitive subject, 
‘Knowing about knowing’. i 
want to draw a parallel between 
how the Saviour’s life went 
through different milestones 
(beginning with his birth) for a 
purpose and how a Christian’s 
life goes through different levels 
of ‘knowledge’, beginning with 
his born-again experience. the 
birth of Christ by itself didn’t 
provide salvation to mankind, 
but other events like crucifixion, 
resurrection and ascension in the 
Saviour’s life, together completed 
the ‘salvation package’, which was 
delivered on the Day of Pentecost 
(Jn.19:30;heb.2:10-15;Jn.16:7).
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Justification

“And this is eternal life, that they 
know you the only true god, and 
Jesus Christ whom you have sent” 
(Jn.17:3). the Christian life begins 
by experientially knowing god 
and Jesus Christ. here, the greek 
word for ‘know’, ‘ginosko’ is used 
in the original text which means 
‘knowing a person intimately’. in 
contrast, the other greek word 
for knowing, ‘oidate’, is used in 
John 7:28 (You know where i 
was born...), means having only 
a superficial knowledge about a 
person.

Salvation is all about Jesus 
(who came into this world, two 
thousand years back), entering 
into your heart. when Jesus 
comes in, we would be made 
alive in his Spirit from spiritual 
death as he is a life-giving Spirit 
(Rom.8:2). Until Jesus’ Spirit 
(read holy Spirit) is known 
and received as an earnest of 
the soul’s inheritance, there 
can be no saving knowledge 
of god and Christ (Rom.8:9). 
“hereby we know (ginosko) 
that we abide in him and he in 
us because he has given us his 
Spirit” (1Jn.4:13).

true knowledge of the Saviour 
would lead to respect in one’s 
heart culminating in obedience 
at all times to the one who gave 
his all at the cross, to ‘buy’ our 
pardon (2Cor.5:21). 

Sanctification

having received new life from 
the Saviour, while we earnestly 
do our bit of praying, Bible-
reading, church fellowshipping 
and witnessing, in order to 
be transformed into Christ’s 
image (2Cor.3:18), which is the 
basic purpose behind our being 
‘justified’, the good Lord permits 
sufferings in our lives, as per His 
infinite wisdom, in moulding us 
into his image. “…that i may know 
(ginosko) … the power of his 
resurrection, and the fellowship 
of His sufferings” (Php.3:10 KJV). 
Compared to this, the apostle Paul 
reasons, every other thing, like 
his rich spiritual Jewish heritage, 
is ‘dung’ (v.8 KJV). 

What is a Christian’s ‘sufferings’ 
if it is not consistent cross-bear-
ing for god’s glory (Lk.9:23) much 
like what the Saviour (heb.9:14) 
did. this cross-bearing produces 
Christ-like virtues (Rom.5:3-4) 
in a Christian. Remember for a 
cross (synonymous with pain) 
to be carried, it necessarily has 
to be in touch with your being. 
there lies the answer. the sur-
rounding ‘unavoidable’ irksome 
circumstances, which one cannot 
get away from – be it in a country 
where we live, in the place of edu-
cation/employment/business, in 
a relationship like marriage and 
parenthood, the perpetual pain in 
even one’s own body due to some 
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health disorder or ‘pain’ in resist-
ing the temptation to get even 
with an enemy – all these consti-
tute a cross. enduring it without 
complaint is what earnest Chris-
tian cross-bearing is all about. 

the resurrection power in a 
child of god is the presence of 
the same life-giving holy Spirit, 
which quickened his dead spir-
it at the point of regeneration 
(Rom.8:2,11) and who now mani-
fests himself in him by way of con-
tinual joy (Acts.9:31;Rom.5:5). 

it is in this condition of pain out-
side and joy inside that a Chris-
tian’s character gets built. focus-
ing on the work of the Spirit in 
tandem with the cross in making a 
Christian grow, it has been said,
Cross without the Spirit – you 
dry-up (Psa.106:15 tLB), 
Spirit without the cross – you 
puff-up (2Cor.12:7 TLB) 
with the cross and the Spirit – 
you grow-up. 

Glorification

“All things have been handed 
over to me by my father, and no 
one knows the Son except the fa-
ther, and no one knows the father 
except the Son…” (Matt.11:27). 

the greek word used here for 
‘know’ is ‘epiginosko’, which is 
the deepest level of experiential 
knowledge about the person con-
cerned, surpassing even that of gi-

nosko. this knowledge in the Son 
leads to immeasurably greater 
respect for the father and a love 
which is able to take any sacrifice 
in its stride. Respect is the basis 
of love.

Also, the Son knew the fa-
ther’s glory (the sum total of all 
his unique traits of goodness 
constitute his glory – exo.33:18-
19) to such an extent that the 
all-consuming desire to uphold 
it led the normally serene Lamb 
of god to rare acts of aggression 
(Jn.2:13-22;Matt.21:12-13). Je-
sus was also all ‘fire and brim-
stone’ in condemning the hypoc-
risy of some ‘servants of god’ of 
his times, notably the clergy of 
the Jewish temple (Matt.23), who 
had lopsided spiritual priorities 
(Matt.23:23). ‘Not knowing’ god 
properly would lead to skewed 
spiritual priorities in service os-
tensibly done in his name.

the Son’s understanding of 
the magnitude of father’s glory 
can also be discerned clearly 
from the prayer he taught his 
disciples (Lk.11:1-4). Doesn’t the 
phrase, “hallowed be thy name,” 
come right at the very top (before 
anything else) where it rightfully 
belongs?

one proof of a Christian’s 
growth is that he would bear 
anything to uphold his Lord’s 
name in the manner of the Saviour 
(heb.12:2;Php.2:5-11).
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even after seeing such tangible 
proofs of the Son’s knowledge of 
the father and even after making 
a wonderful declaration such as 
the one recorded in Philippians 
3:10, it was indeed both humbling 
and aspirational of the apostle 
Paul to note thus of heavenly 
relationships in the other side 
of eternity, “for now we see in a 
mirror dimly, but then face to face. 
Now i know in part; then i shall 
know fully, even as i have been 
fully known” (1Cor.13:12). the 
greek word used by the apostle 
Paul for ‘know’ ‘epiginosko’, which 
has been translated as ‘know 
fully’ in english.

Yes, for every child of god, this 
hope of knowing the father just 
like his Son Jesus indeed holds 
good. for one day we shall indeed 
be like Jesus (1Jn.3:2) and thereby 
know the father’s ‘goodness’ just 
like Christ. Quite surely, at that 
time, our ‘sacrifices’ of our earthly 
sojourn would be dwarfed by 
the size of the father’s rewards 
(1Cor.2:9;Rom.8:18). 

in conclusion, the more we know 
god clearly, the more we would 
love him dearly and the more 
we love him dearly, the more we 
would follow him nearly.
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THAT THEY ALL MAY  
BE ONE

It is the right time for different denominations to work 
towards worshipping God in the spirit and a sense of oneness  

to achieve our common goal.

there is a pressing need 
for Christians today 
to be reminded and to 

meditate, in all seriousness, on 
one of our Lord’s prayers while 
on earth, beseeching his father to 
grant his one wish. “that they all 
may be one; as thou, father, art 
in Me, and i in thee, that they also 
may be one in Us that the world 
may believe that thou has sent 
Me” (Jn.17:21).

the other day i chanced to see 
my young unschooled domestic 
help in the garden, weeping 
bitterly. one would imagine that 
a serious catastrophe had taken 
place. i went to console and tried 
to find out the reason, but she 
refused to divulge anything. it 
was only the next day when my 
daughter coaxed her that the 
girl opened up. She learnt from 
someone that there had been a 
division in her village church. i 
was simply amazed and deeply 
disturbed at the impact it had 
on this young mind. Now, we can 
imagine how much it has to do 
with the millions of souls around 

HERMON KHONGLAH the world when these kinds of 
occurrences take place.

Is It A Necessity To Comply 
With New Ideas? 

in most instances, new ideas 
crop up among a few members 
of a church group. it gradually 
gains momentum and reaches a 
saturation point, which compels 
a section among the believers 
to boldly voice their convictions 
and concerns that something 
in the church had gone wrong 
to the point of no return. So, 
they feel that there is no other 
option but to rebel against the 
establishment. As expected, 
there are many among them who 
support the change fervently, feel 
convinced that it is the right thing 
to implement. the rest protest 
vehemently and demonstrate 
their utmost resentment over the 
proposed change or break away. 
what follows next is for everyone 
to imagine – resentment, 
suspicion, ill will between each 
Christian group and, more often, 
the church group splits or their 
image is dented.
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one may question reformers 
like John wesley, Martin Luther 
and many others. these great 
men expressed their opinions 
independently, but never 
suggested the disintegration 
of the church. People followed 
them because they observed the 
genuineness of the cause. these 
spiritual giants spent much of 
their time and energy with god. 
Martin Luther spent many hours 
a day talking with his Creator, yet 
said that his prayer life was never 
sufficient. They had a real cause 
to fight, risking their lives, but all 
along were led by the Spirit. they 
contributed their ideologies and 
led us to believe that the path 
was the right one. Conversely, i 
assume that people today that 
opt for frequent changes are 
nowhere near these giants, either 
in conviction or devotion to the 
cause.

Interpreting The Word

when it comes to the present 
day interpretation of the word 
of god, a semi-literate farm hand 
in his own way is no less than a 
refined D.D., except that the former 
is doing it his way as he reads the 
book and interprets the words 
literally to suit his condition and 
feels satisfied. He believes that 
he shall be blessed financially 
because he is poor because the 
word says, “Blessed are the poor.” 
The latter, a refined, well-read 

gentleman, seeks references, 
compares various theologies, 
leaning his thoughts to famous 
philosophers, his own university 
learning, correctness of ancient 
versions, etc., and not realising 
that his best interpretation is 
being scrutinised and criticised 
by someone and being termed 
as misguiding. So, there should 
be no reason to split on such 
issues. this cycle shall continue 
because it is the nature of man, 
till someone or circumstances 
demand that enough is enough.

The Quest For A Change

these breakups/changes are 
too often; i suspect at times 
that many have forgotten that 
the Church is the body, or also 
interpreted as the bride, of Christ. 
Ask any of these groups, why this 
frequent change? have they spent 
much time in fasting, prayers 
for guidance of the Spirit, before 
opting for a change? in fact, i feel 
that the first step before opting 
for a change is to examine our 
personal relationship with Christ 
and consider self-transformation. 
Any demand for a change that 
bypasses these issues leaves 
the most important question 
unanswered. 

in this context, i am amazed at 
how the scholars comment on 
the writings of C. S. Lewis, one 
of the brightest minds of the 
century and the great defender 
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of Christianity. C. S. Lewis says 
that his books are of no help to 
those who are trying to decide 
between different Christian 
denominations, since he is not an 
expert on the points of division. 
experts have already spent much 
time arguing over such matters. 
But he observed that the more 
the dispute on these points, the 
more likely for the unbelievers 
to just stay that way. he made 
it clear that his intention was to 
do a service for his ‘unbelieving 
neighbour’.

Reasons That Urge People For 
Change

the reasons for changes varies, 
ranging from personality clashes, 
ideology over small issues, church 
management, to the felt need for 
a higher decibel hallelujah, and 
so on. Albert Barnes, in his notes, 
explained the verse John 3:25, 
“... that even in the time of Jesus, 
when the gospel began to be 
preached, there were witnessed, 
what have ever been since, 
unhappy disputes on the subject 
of religion… those discussions 
are commonly about some 
unimportant matter of religion, 
something which they may not 
yet be qualified to understand, 
and which does not materially 
affect them if they could...”

the Christian world today 
mourns as it witnesses the 

breaking up of some major 
Christian churches in the western 
world; “perhaps they believe on 
the issues for which they may not 
yet, be qualified to understand.” It 
is time for all of us to cry out to 
the Lord that such sad situations 
should not spread to the other 
parts of the earth. 

A concept that causes division is 
that the Christian denomination 
i belong to is right and the only 
one that can provide satisfying 
answers, whereas the others that 
do not conform to my kind of 
Christianity are not acceptable. 
All Christian denominations with 
different names that worship 
and exalt Christ belong to the 
same church in a greater sense 
and they all constitute the body 
of Christ. So, there is no point in 
looking at them as unacceptable 
churches (denominations). in 
fact, we should encourage one 
another to fulfil His will and 
commands to take his message to 
the world. the church is built by 
our Lord, whereas denominations 
are the work of men. once this 
misconception reached so far 
that it prompted Billy graham 
to narrate an incident about a 
certain person who was asked 
whether he was a Christian. his 
prompt reply was “No, i am a 
Baptist!”

the Lord clearly instructed 
Peter telling him, “Do not stop 
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him. No one who does a miracle 
in My name can in the next 
moment say anything bad about 
Me. for whoever is not against 
us is for us” (Mk.9:39,40). these 
words are sufficient to serve as 
guidelines for all Christians. he 
did not for a second ask Peter 
whether he was a pagan Roman, a 
Jew, a gentile, a proselyte, a hated 
Samaritan, or what procedures 
he followed? the instruction to 
Peter is short and clear. Anyone 
who does miracles in My name, 
he is one of us, do not forbid. 
So, Christians today should not 
question that which does not 
belong to them. it is our duty to 
respect, love and help any church 
that exalts and worships Christ. 
how the particular denomination 
or church performs its liturgy 
or theology and other aspects 
are not for us to judge. our main 
concern is that they worship and 
exalt the same Lord Jesus and that 
satisfies all conditions. Viewing it 
with suspicion and contempt is 
against our Lord’s teaching. 

Is Further Division 
Necessary? 

henry M. Morris and Martin 
e. Clark, in their book, The 
Bible has the answer, mention, 
“Many Christians today drift 
from one church to another 
for purely personal, rather 
than doctrinal, reasons and are 
never really satisfied with their 

church relation. Sometimes, they 
become active in one of the inter-
denominational associations and 
allow this to become a substitute 
for the church.”

i have lost count of the new 
denominations, the new groups, 
cults, and sects that have 
emerged. the result is that the 
simple church goer himself is not 
very clear what the purpose of 
attending a church congregation 
is and what the benefit is that 
he receives, especially on the 
spiritual side. Someone has 
rightly said, “Most of us make it 
a point to go to church regularly, 
but what about an appointment 
with Christ?” when we go to the 
church, we go to a place, but when 
we go to a person we go to Christ 
himself. the choice is ours. 

i do not say that rational changes 
should not take place in certain 
areas; but, most importantly, 
we need to reform and search 
ourselves from time to time and 
be more cautious in changing 
our identities and attempting to 
interpret Biblical truths which we 
are not really qualified to do so; 
instead concentrate on the issues 
that make us better worshippers. 

for how long will this tendency 
to create new Christian groups 
and then break them up with 
impunity go on? is Jehovah 
pleased with every new brand 
that emerges and does he feel that 
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their worship is more acceptable? 
the new enthusiastic group we 
form, the improved theology, 
the freshly improvised ideas of 
worshipping, etc., cannot take 
us anywhere, for true worship 
requires much more than these 
formalities. 

Worship In The Spirit Of 
Oneness

i feel that it is the right time 
for different denominations to 
continue to worship in the spirit 
and sense of oneness to achieve 
our common goal. Billions of 
people around the world have 
not heard the message of Christ. 

how do we expect our particular 
denomination to fulfil the 
command, “go ye,” which is by far 
the most important command for 
any church? 

the church is founded by Christ, 
so all who claim themselves to 
be Christians, irrespective of 
their denominations, must play 
a constructive part together for 
the unbelieving world to witness 
who Christians are?
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A major part of the 
recorded epistles is 
ascribed to Paul. the 

transformation story of Paul is 
unique. to know Paul, we must 
first understand Saul.

Saul: The Persecutor Of Jesus

the story starts with Stephen’s 
testimony before the Sanhedrin 
(Acts.6,7) of Jesus as the Messiah, 
who the Jews had rejected 
and put to death (Acts.7:52). 
he claimed that he saw Jesus 
standing at the right hand of god 
(v.56). this was blasphemy to 
the Jews. Neither then, nor now, 
do the Jews accept Jesus Christ 
(the Anointed Saviour) as the 
Messiah (deliverer of the Jewish 
nation). he does not qualify to 
be their Messiah for a number of 
reasons: a) he did not build the 
third temple (ezek.37:26-28);  
b) he did not gather all Jews back 
to the land of israel (isa.43:5-6); 
c) he did not usher in an era of 
world peace (isa.2:4); d) he did 
not spread universal knowledge 
of the god of israel, which would 
unite humanity. “the Lord will 

PERSECuTOR TO  
PROCLAIMER

The transformation of Saul demonstrated the majestic power 
and	magnificent	love	of	Jesus.

P. L. N. RAJu be king over the whole earth. on 
that day, there will be one Lord, 
and his name the only name” 
(Zech.14:9); e) he did not release 
them from Roman oppression;  
f) the Messiah must be divine. 
But Jesus was born to a woman;  
g) the death of Jesus on the cross 
as a common criminal demeans 
the Messiah. if Jesus was the King 
of Jews, He could not be crucified.

these, possibly, were some 
‘valid’ reasons for Saul, a greek 
speaking Jew, to hate the followers 
of the (Jesus) way. Saul was from 
tarsus, part of the Roman empire. 
he was a tent maker by profession, 
living in Jerusalem. A Pharisee and 
a proponent of the Jewish faith. 
he was trained in Jewish law by 
gamaliel (Acts.22:3) who was a 
respected member of the Jewish 
high council, the Sanhedrin. 
(incidentally, gamaliel himself, 
for whatever reason, advised the 
Sanhedrin not to persecute the 
apostles and let them go their 
way, Acts.5:33-42). Saul was 
well versed in greek and Jewish 
philosophies. he was the best 
Jew and the best Pharisee of his 
generation (Php.3:4-6). 
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for Saul, it was shameful 
that Jews were following a 
fake messiah. this angered 
the Pharisee in Saul. he was 
committed to the Jewish law and 
religious practices in the torah. 
how can a Jew claim himself 
to be the Messiah? it is heresy. 
it’s fake news. it is possible that 
Saul believed that the Jewish 
converts to the way mingled 
too freely with gentile converts, 
thus associating themselves with 
idolatrous practices. the young 
Saul certainly would have rejected 
the resurrection of Jesus because 
god could not favour Jesus by 
raising him from the dead before 
the final judgment. 

Saul, the Pharisee, enforced 
the Jewish laws of the torah. in 
his passion to re-claim followers 
of Jesus to Judaism, he travelled 
from synagogue to synagogue 
urging punishment to Jews who 
had accepted Jesus. he could have 
been assigned by the Sanhedrin 
to be where Stephen was stoned 
to death. “Meanwhile, the 
witnesses laid their clothes at the 
feet of a young man named Saul” 
(Acts.7:58). he must have been 
angered and perplexed when 
Stephen had said that he could see 
Jesus standing at the right hand in 
the glory of god. the human birth 
of god (as Jesus), his death on 
the cross (unbecoming of a king) 
and standing next to god after 
the resurrection (divinity) were 

the stumbling blocks for Saul to 
accept Jesus as the Lord. 

Paul: The Proclaimer Of Jesus

while Saul was working to re-
claim followers of Jesus to the 
Jewish law, the Lord had a plan 
to claim him to himself. the pas-
sion of Saul for persecution must 
be changed to conviction to pro-
claim the gospel to the nations. 

Saul was on his way from Jerusa-
lem to Damascus to persecute the 
followers of the way (Acts.9:1). 
the power of Almighty god mani-
fested as the bright blinding light 
from heaven around him. Saul fell 
from his horse. it was the same 
glorious light that surrounded 
god within which Stephen saw 
Jesus. the Lord could have struck 
Saul with a bolt of lightning and 
decimated him. that would have 
stopped all persecution of his fol-
lowers, forever. that is not god’s 
nature. All god’s miracles work 
through his love. his convicting 
power is in his forgiving love and 
not condemning punishment. 

the conversation between 
Jesus and Saul reveals Jesus’ 
relationship with his followers. 
Saul heard the voice (Acts.9:4-5) 
“Saul, Saul why do you persecute 
Me?” “who are you, Lord?” Saul 
asked. “i am Jesus, whom you are 
persecuting,” he replied. Jesus 
experiences the same persecution 
that his believers experience. 
once i accept Jesus as my Saviour, 
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his Spirit resides in me. Anyone 
who grieves a believer, grieves 
the Lord. it is personal. All the 
trials believers undergo because 
of their faith in the Lord are 
laid on the Lord and they are 
delivered. “the righteous person 
may have many troubles, but the 
Lord delivers him from them all” 
(Psa.34:19). it is a great relief to 
realise that my persecution is not 
mine, and neither the response to 
it. “Do not take revenge, my dear 
friends, but leave room for god’s 
wrath, for it is written: ‘it is mine 
to avenge; i will repay,’ says the 
Lord” (Rom.12:19).

in the case of Saul, the Lord’s re-
payment was not condemnation 
but conviction. once Saul came 
face to face with Jesus and experi-
enced his majesty, his journey to 
serve the Lord Jesus had started. 
when Saul got up, he was blind. he 
did not eat or drink for three days. 
it was the time for prayer, medita-
tion, repentance and cleansing. god 
allowed Saul to stay in that experi-
ence to reflect on who he was then 
and earlier. At times a challenging 
experience must be gone through 
to be convicted of the power and 
love of god.

After the shocking encounter 
with Jesus, Saul was not 
abandoned. Ananias, a believer, 
but one who feared Saul was sent 
to Saul to lay hands, pray and 
anoint him with the holy Spirit. 
what an amazingly gracious god? 

the persecuted (Ananias) was 
used to lead the persecutor (Saul) 
to the saving grace of Jesus. then 
Ananias went to the house and 
entered it. Placing his hands on 
Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the 
Lord – Jesus, who appeared to you 
on the road as you were coming 
here — has sent me so that you 
may see again and be filled with 
the holy Spirit” (Acts.9:17).

god had a plan for Saul to take 
the gospel to the gentiles, their 
kings and the people of israel. But 
the Lord said to Ananias, “go! this 
man is my chosen instrument to 
carry My name before the gentiles 
and their kings and before the 
people of israel” (Acts.9:15). the 
most difficult people are also the 
most passionate. they are driven 
by strong commitments. the Lord 
uses them in his service to bring 
glory to himself.

Jesus did not destroy Saul; he 
convicted him to believe him 
through a miracle of power and 
love. Saul questioned Jesus as 
the Messiah. A miracle delivered 
and transformed the soul of Saul 
to Paul. the transformation of 
Saul (the persecutor of Jesus) to 
Paul (the proclaimer of Jesus) 
demonstrated the majestic power 
and magnificent love of Jesus. 

P. L. N. Raju  
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the judgment court of 
Pilate was surrounded 
by those opposing Jesus 

Christ, and they were demanding 
the release of Barabbas and 
crucifixion of Jesus Christ. 
Suddenly, a note came to Pilate 
from his wife, “have nothing to 
do with that innocent man, for 
today I have suffered a great deal 
because of a dream about him” 
(Matt.27:19). 

the Bible does not reveal the 
name of the wife of Pilate. But 
the apocryphal book identifies 
her as ‘Claudia Procula’. She was 
a granddaughter of the emperor 
Augustus, a high born Roman, 
well educated and wealthy, and 
she was the wife of the Roman 
governor at the time of Jesus’ 
death. in the moment of crisis, 
god gave her a dream and she 
begged her husband not to 
condemn Jesus, who was before 
him when he was seated on the 
judgment seat. it is recorded 
in the apocryphal book that 
she was a proselyte to Judaism. 
Being a follower of Judaism, she 
had her interest in the Jews’ 
religion. She was the only one 

CLAuDIA PROCuLA
We need to do everything to please Godinstead of the others, 

encourages. 

DIPANKAR NATH who spoke against the decision 
to kill Jesus.

Pilate was a politician and an 
administrator, and he was always 
concerned about Rome’s opinion 
of him. his patron in Rome was 
Sejanus, who virtually governed 
Rome after the emperor tiberius 
retired to his villa at Capri. he 
would be able to keep his job only 
as he delivered relative peace 
and stability in the province he 
governed. Judea was a difficult, 
rebellious part of the Roman 
empire and Pilate’s job was too 
hard for him to maintain. he was 
cruel and oppressive. the time 
when Jesus was crucified was the 
time of the Jewish annual festival, 
which was known as the Passover 
feast. the city of Jerusalem 
was packed with thousands of 
pilgrims. Most of the people were 
following Jesus Christ and it had 
become a threat to the Roman 
emperor. even though Pilate had 
the authority to release Jesus, 
because of his position he didn’t 
listen to his wife, which was 
a warning from god to him. i 
think that Pilate heard half of his 
wife’s petition about Jesus and 
therefore he handed over Jesus 
to the multitude by washing his 
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hand and giving a statement, “i 
am innocent of the blood of this 
just Person” (Matt.27:24). he was 
trying to help out his wife, but he 
didn’t.

in the Bible, we see most of 
the time, god communicated 
with his people through dreams 
and he rescued them through 
them. i do not know what the 
dream of Claudia Procula was, 
because of which she suffered. 
But i know one thing, god had 
given one chance for Pilate to 
repent and do justice to the 
position he was holding, in the 
midst of adverse circumstances. 
it is applicable to us too. Most of 
the time, we want to please our 
authority, instead of god. i am 
not against our authority, but our 
duty is to please god at any cost. 
Sometimes, when we misuse 
our god-given authority, we also 
become like Pilate and crucify 
the innocent person, instead of 
the guilty one. As we remember, 
god had given a dream to the 
Magi, who went back to their own 
places at the time of birth of our 
Master Jesus Christ. god had also 
given a dream, at the same time, 
to Joseph, the earthly father of 
Jesus, and he just obeyed and fled 
to the egypt. god wants to reveal 
his plan to us through dreams 
and visions, and he wants us to 
be safe and secure in the midst of 
our adversity. the time has come 
for us to stand for Jesus in our 

country. Let us take heed that we 
should not be like Pilate who had 
the authority, but didn’t apply it. 
Let us use our authority over this 
nation and be safe and secure for 
the glory of our god. As leaders, 
we should give protection and 
comfort to our people who are in 
the midst of opposition.

it was not easy for Claudia to 
send her message, regarding 
Jesus, to her husband. there were 
some Jews who strove against the 
message of Claudia. Somehow 
that message reached him, but he 
failed to give justice. Pontius Pilate 
couldn’t find inner peace after 
committing such a great crime, 
as the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. 
in a sense, he had gone beyond 
all limits. eusebius of Caesarea 
wrote that Pilate had been exiled 
to Vienne in gaul where manifold 
misfortunes happened to him and 
eventually he committed suicide; 
other information says that Pilate 
was executed by the Roman 
emperor Nero. Another tradition 
says that Pilate became a believer 
of Jesus Christ and attributed his 
execution for the faith in Jesus 
Christ.

Claudia Procula is recognised 
as a holy martyr. November 9 is 
celebrated as ‘Claudia Procula 
Day’ by the greek orthodox 
Church, the Coptic and the 
ethiopian churches. it is said that 
Pilate’s wife later converted to 
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Christianity and she was executed 
as a Christian in the first century. 
this woman never had any direct 
contact with Jesus, but she had 
heard or might have seen Jesus. 
her life teaches us that god can 
raise anyone from any community 
for his glory. the direct disciples 
of Jesus, the followers of Jesus, 
those who were healed by a touch 
from Jesus, those who were fed 
by Jesus, all of them kept quiet. 
they never raised their voices 
against this crucial judgment, 
but only one person, who was a 
lady, raised her voice in the midst 
of total adversity and god gave 
her a place in his kingdom. Paul 
mentions her name in his letter 
to timothy (2tim.4:21).

today, we all are indirect 
disciples of Jesus Christ. None of 
us has seen Jesus physically. But 
we need to stand for justice when 
our brothers or sisters go through 
oppressions and injustice. we 
need to stand for the church 

when people threaten us and 
bring reproach on our churches 
and the ministry. we need to 
stand against the Antichrist, and 
those who are making money by 
preaching Jesus Christ in different 
ways and devouring his peoples. 
i know this task is very tough for 
us, but when we stand for Jesus, 
Jesus will stand for us and nothing 
is impossible for him. every knee 
shall bow and every tongue will 
confess Jesus Christ is the Lord. 
Being a minority community, 
we should not be afraid, but we 
need to stand for justice and do 
justice to others, and the hosts 
of heaven will back us up. Let us 
consider that though our days 
are numbered, we need to do so 
many things and to please god 
instead of the others. 
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Children’s children are the 
crown of old men, and the 
glory of children is their 

father” (Psa.17:6). 
A family is a haven for a soul 

to flower and bloom. Members 
of a family nurture one another 
physically, celebrate emotionally, 
stimulate intellectually and 
motivate purposefully. in such 
families, everyone can grow 
secure knowing s/he is loved 
and valued. those that are secure 
are outgoing and experimenting 
and thereby more friendly and 
confident. Soon, they make sense 
of their lives and are hooked on 
to a purpose. Not surprisingly, 
children from such families 
go on to build more such fun-
filled families. And the legacy 
continues.

fathers and mothers, both, 
must play their part. traditionally, 
father was the sole bread-winner 
and mother a homemaker and, 
by default, the significant parent 
for the children, looking after 
their all-round development. 
father was seen as the head 
of the house and sometimes 

FAMILY IS A TEAM,  
PLAY YOuR PART

When parents invest their lives in children, they become sharp 
instruments in the hands of the Lord.

SAMSON GANDHI as a respected figurehead. In a 
modern home, both parents work, 
but unfortunately, the mother 
has to still carry on the task of 
parenting almost all on her own. 
Fathers rarely play a significant 
role except when there are crises. 
this must change.

Teamwork

A family is a team. All must 
work together and play their 
part. Like in any team sport, all 
players have their speciality of 
skill like a bowler, wicket-keeper 
or a batsman. they are expected 
to perform in their skilful role. 
when all players excel in their 
speciality, the team wins. even if 
the batsmen score centuries, if 
the bowlers do not take wickets, 
all the centuries would be in 
vain. Sometimes, batsmen fail. 
then, bowlers, who are usually 
tail-enders, bat well and bring 
home the trophy. they rise to the 
occasion in a crisis. A family can 
learn a lot from sports. in fact, 
when members of a family play 
any sport, they come across as 
a great team. when Nabal failed 
as a husband, Abigail pitched in 
for him (1Sam.25). Aquila and 

“
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Priscilla come across as a great 
team (Acts.18). 

Young parents in a modern 
home must be prepared to set 
aside traditions, rigidity and egos 
to take up mutual (as opposed to 
equal) responsibility in shaping 
the personalities of their children. 
Sharing of responsibilities 
is mutual when all tasks and 
responsibilities are listed and 
the parents pick and choose as 
per their strengths and what is 
practical to all. one must be very 
clear what a responsibility is and 
what is a task. 

Let’s take the example of 
children’s education. Children’s 
education is a responsibility 
but attending parent-teacher 
meeting is one of the tasks 
under that responsibility. in 
principle, a parent is expected 
to list and carry out the tasks 
needed to effectively fulfil that 
responsibility. however, some of 
those tasks could be delegated to 
spouse, grandparents and older 
children. Maybe the father has the 
responsibility of family finances. 
Preparing a budget, paying tithes 
and paying bills are a few tasks 
under that responsibility. he 
could delegate one or two tasks, 
but he is responsible for the 
finances of the house. Delegation 
of tasks must be done for smooth 
functioning but not to escape and 
overburden any one member of 

the family. when any one parent 
is overburdened, the marriage 
suffers and it in-turn leads to 
family discord affecting the child.

Strong teams are shaped by a 
shared vision and a purpose. for 
example, if a family gives itself a 
vision like: “we will be a godly 
family,” then everyone will make 
it a point to view if what they are 
saying and doing is acceptable 
and pleasing to god. this can 
become a common thread in 
conversations, making choices 
and arriving at mutually agreeable 
plans. for example, if this family 
makes a vacation plan to go to 
Kolkata, they will probably make 
it a point to visit, among other 
tourist spots, Sisters of Charity, a 
home that was headed by Mother 
teresa. wherever they are, they 
will make it a point to attend 
a Sunday morning worship 
service. As they all agreed to be 
a godly family, even making such 
decisions on the go will be much 
easier.

“All for one, one for all” was the 
credo of the three musketeers. 
it is apt for families too. when 
someone is sick in the family, all 
pitch in to care for that member 
– someone to take him to the 
doctor, someone to look after the 
diet, someone to attend to her/
him. Children could be asked to 
write notes of the lessons that 
s/he has missed. Basically, make 
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sure every effort is made to make 
it easy to go through the sickness 
and help in getting back to normal 
routine. this may mean missing 
play time, tV time or game time 
for other members.

exam times are stressful. So 
are tournament times. Parents 
and siblings must be there for 
all who are going through such 
testing times. Cheering them, 
encouraging them and praying 
with them will help tide over 
difficult times. Coaches and 
teachers do help in moments 
of setbacks and losses. But the 
comfort, reassurance of a parent 
and sibling is very therapeutic. 
Parents must learn to debrief a 
child after all significant events. 
in fact, it is important that every 
member has that joy of talking 
about what happened. whether 
it is a sad or a happy turn of 
events, it does a world of good, 
emotionally, to just talk. Strong 
families know how to take failures 
with successes. they are a team.
Family Altar

A Christian family must 
worship god together. Regular 
family prayer is very essential 
for growing strong in the Lord. 
Such times define our identity as 
a family and as individuals. the 
Bible is studied together, maybe 
through a devotional or through 
group study of passages. Joys 
and griefs are shared and taken 

to the Lord for his attention 
and action. Scripture should be 
the script for life. Parents must 
encourage sincere discussion 
where scripture is applied to life 
situations as they happen in life. 
every member of the family must 
have their own Bible which they 
use for daily reading and study. 
Father must play a significant 
part in spiritual nurture of the 
family. Mother can orchestrate 
and facilitate the devotional time. 
As children grow, opportunity 
can be given to all members to 
conduct the family prayer times. 
home is a good place to nurture 
spiritual leadership. Consider the 
time when Abraham was taking 
Isaac to be sacrificed. Isaac did 
not even utter a word of protest 
as he was bound and placed on 
the wood. i wonder if Abraham 
had so taught him to trust the 
Lord as he himself did (gen.22).

often, parents outsource spiri-
tual nurture to the church, Sun-
day school and youth fellowship. 
the spiritual inputs at these 
groups are a good supplement to 
the spiritual nurture at home, but 
they cannot become a substitute. 
once that is in place, all mem-
bers must actively participate in 
the learning and serving minis-
try of the church. A good church 
educates, equips and encourages 
her members. families must par-
ticipate in such programmes of 
the church and grow stronger in 
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their spiritual lives. the church 
also provides opportunities to 
minister both to the members of 
the church and the community. 
Children can be encouraged to 
discover their spiritual gift and 
serve the church with it. in the 
meantime, they must employ all 
their natural talents like singing, 
quizzing, drawing, painting, danc-
ing, etc., to contribute to church 
programmes, especially in out-
reach and mission programmes.

Parents must be very careful 
not to neglect children and go out 
on ministry work. the greatest 
ministry is among children 
and family, and that is the most 
challenging mission field. When 

parents invest their lives in 
children, they become sharp 
instruments in the hands of the 
Lord. if not, children may not 
turn out godly and they will be a 
poor testimony to god. Parents 
must see children as co-players 
in the team and must get involved 
in the ministry as a family. their 
involvement in church and 
ministry must be an expression 
of their family living.
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A teaching that is 
called ‘hyper-grace’ 
is sadly lapped up by 

unsuspecting believers world 
over. A google search would 
throw up the prominent hyper-
grace teachers in the world. 
this is an unbiblical teaching 
that is, at best, a half-truth. 
But then, a half-truth is a full-
lie (as someone said)! hyper-
grace teachers are in the grip 
of ‘g-R-i-P’, i noticed. Let me 
explain.

G-Grace Grammar Goof-Up!

what i mean here is that, the 
hyper-grace teachers tell us that 
a believer’s past, present and 
future sins stand automatically 
forgiven when he gets saved. 
this is simply not true, according 
to Scripture. A ‘brother’ (that 
is, a believer) who had regular 
sexual relationship with his 
own mother was not considered 
‘forgiven’ or ‘righteous’ but as 
an ‘evil person’ by the apostle 
Paul (1Cor.5:1,11,13). David 

HIGHLIGHTS OF  
HYPER-GRACE

Hyper-grace teachers are in the grip of ‘G-R-I-P’.

DuKE JEYARAJ Ravenhill wrote, “the fact is that 
the provision for my cleansing 
was completed at the cross, but 
the process of my cleansing is 
conditional upon my repentance.” 
i agree.

R-Repentance	 Redefinition-
Riddance!

hyper-grace teachers tell us 
that repentance merely means 
changing one’s mind – it does 
not involve action. Some hyper-
grace teachers unashamedly say, 
“i don’t preach on repentance 
(turning from sin), anymore!” 
Paul clearly taught, in Acts 26:20, 
that the gentiles should repent, 
turn to god, “performing deeds 
in keeping with repentance.” 
this was the description given 
in the book of Revelation 
about those condemned to 
eternal hell: “they did not repent” 
(Rev.9:20,21;16:9,11). All of us 
have a choice. Jesus preached 
about repenting or perishing 
in hell (Lk.13:1-5;Rev.21:8). 
Some hyper-grace teachers are 
very quick to reject any so-called 
‘pre-cross’ statement of Jesus 
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like the one i just quoted. But 
they do quote those portions 
from the sayings of pre-cross 
Jesus which they think square 
up well with their deceptive 
theology. for example, i have 
heard them quote from Luke 
9:53-55 (where Jesus rebukes 
his disciples, James and John, 
who wanted to call down fire 
from heaven to destroy the 
Samaritans). they should make 
up their minds to accept all 
the words of Jesus or none of 
it. And they should not forget, 
all scripture is god-breathed 
and is useful for teaching 
(2tim.3:16).

I-Incessant Identity Insanity!

the way hyper-grace teachers 
will invariably begin their mes-
sages is this way: “today, i will 
tell you who you are in Christ – 
your identity in Christ!” while it 
is good to know our identity in 
Christ, we must not forget the 
‘responsibility’ of holy living 
that Christ calls us to (1thes.4:3 
“it is god’s will, your sanctifi-
cation, that you abstain from 
sexual immorality”). hyper-
grace teachers, call those who 
preach on holiness/progressive 
sanctification, as ‘hypocritical 
legalists’ / ’mixed-grace preach-
ers’. But the Scripture does 
teach progressive, day-to-day 

sanctification. one of the six-
teen fundamental doctrines of 
the Assemblies of god is (pro-
gressive) sanctification which 
is expressed by these words: 
“Sanctification is realised in 
the believer by recognising his 
identification with Christ in his 
death and resurrection, and by 
the faith reckoning daily upon 
the fact of that union, and by 
offering every faculty continu-
ally to the dominion of the holy 
Spirit.” we chose to live holy 
lives using our free-will, en-
abled by the holy Spirit’s pow-
er (gal.5:16;Rom.8:13). there-
fore, we have nothing to boast 
about, except that we have been 
enabled by his grace.

P-Permanently Pleased Pop!

the teaching they system-
atically spread is this: “god, 
your loving father, doesn’t see 
you in your failures and short-
comings; he sees you in Jesus’ 
perfection and loveliness, al-
ways.” if that were true, Jesus, 
when he saw the failures and 
short-comings of the Revela-
tion churches would have said, 
“Rejoice! i do not see your sin!” 
But, instead, he said “Repent!” 
(because he did see their sin, 
post-cross!). he said that six 
times (Rev.2:5,16,21,22;3:3,19). 
we must not exalt one image of 
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god found in the Bible at the ex-
pense of other images, leading 
to a blunder that could land us 
in hell. in hebrews 12, we read 
that god is both a compassion-
ate father (v.5) and a consum-
ing fire (v.29)! god is not just 
a father who dotes over us; he 
is also a Master whom we must 
obey, the Scripture tells us re-
peatedly (1Cor.6:13;Col.3:24;J
ude4;gal.6:17;1thes.1:6-8). he 
is not just a loving Dad, but also 
a faithfulness-expecting and 
purity-expecting Judge. we are 
saved by grace, for good works 
and holy living (eph.2:8-10). Let 
us not forget that.

Let’s get busy with the work 
of rescuing those friends of 
ours in the g-r-i-p of the hyper-
grace teaching before it is too 
late. Let us boldly go to places 
where false doctrines like hell-
taking hyper-grace teaching 
is taught and ‘charge’ people 
not to teach any doctrine that 
is contrary to Scripture (See 
1tim.1:3).
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grace is an amazing 
subject, that a holy and 
righteous god should 

accept sinful people and make 
them his children! this is so 
contrary to common logic and the 
approach of man-made religions 
where favour with god has to be 
earned through various activities 
and keeping of certain rules. this 
is why ‘intelligent’ people, who 
think merely logically, cannot 
believe the gospel. Nevertheless, 
for those who get to know god 
personally and experientially 
by faith find nothing illogical 
in understanding how the 
righteousness, justice and the 
love of god met together in Jesus 
Christ and made it possible for 
man to come to god.

one of the hallmarks of the 
gospel of grace is that our 
salvation is not through anything 
that we do to earn it but entirely 
through the grace – unmerited 
favour – from god. those who 
approach god as sinners rejoice 
in this undeserved mercy from 
god. But others who do not 

WHERE PEOPLE GO 
WRONG WITH GRACE

Grace is also the power of God that helps us to keep to His 
ways.

JACOB NINAN really see themselves as sinners, 
accept ‘grace’ as a mere religious 
doctrine and learn merely that 
they need to do nothing from 
their side! in this case, they see 
grace as an alibi for the way they 
live like everyone else, pleasing 
themselves and doing whatever 
they please.

the reason for this 
misunderstanding is that grace is 
being preached out of its context, 
as a stand-alone truth. No. grace 
must be seen in the total context 
of god’s plan of salvation that he 
put into place after Adam and eve 
sinned.

Enter Man’s Sin

Adam and eve were created 
innocent, not having experienced 
either righteousness or sin. they 
had a choice to make, between 
living with the life of god and 
doing right in every part of their 
lives all the time, and getting 
to experience good and evil 
apart from god. this is what 
the two fruits of the tree of life 
and the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil represented. they 
made the wrong choice, and 
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started the consequences for all 
mankind. every one of us in all 
the generations that followed has 
suffered from the consequences 
of having eaten from the tree of 
knowledge.

the Bible says that god’s plan 
of salvation through the death of 
Jesus Christ was in the mind of 
god even before he had created 
the world (1Pet.1:17-20). the 
question comes why god did 
not send Jesus into the world 
immediately after Adam sinned, 
because that would have saved 
many people from sin’s miseries 
even from that time! why did god 
go through an intermediate step 
of giving people the old covenant 
through the Law represented by 
the ten Commandments? it is 
necessary for us to answer this 
question before we can truly 
understand grace.

Enter The Old Covenant

god’s explanation to the people 
after he gave them the ten 
Commandments was that their 
acceptance and his blessings 
depended on their obedience 
to the commandments. on the 
contrary, if they disobeyed them 
they would come under his curses 
(Deut.28). this was god’s answer 
to everyone who imagined that 
they were good enough for god 
to accept them – because they 
had done many good things or 

done better than many others. 
it was clearly seen through the 
centuries that followed that there 
was none who could keep the 
Law fully or all the time! David, 
the man after god’s own heart, 
failed, and so did Moses through 
whom the Law was given! even 
Saul the Pharisee who imagined 
that he was blameless according 
to the Law found himself exposed 
when he looked at the tenth 
commandment, “You shall not 
covet” (Rom.7:7-11). he came to 
see the universal fact that no one 
was going to be saved by keeping 
the Law (3:20), and as a result, 
there was truly no one who was 
righteous before god (v.10).

this was one of the major goals 
of the old covenant, to bring 
people to the recognition that 
they were all sinners before god. 
we cannot qualify for the grace of 
god before we personally come 
to recognise and acknowledge 
our sinful condition that is totally 
unacceptable to god.

Another goal of the old covenant 
was to demonstrate god’s total 
hatred for sin and how seriously 
he viewed everyone who sinned. 
this was why disobedience to the 
commandments was punished 
severely as an example to man. 
think of the man who collected 
firewood on the Sabbath day and 
was stoned to death (Num.15:32-
36). we might be tempted to 
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think that this was just too harsh 
a punishment for something 
like gathering firewood. But 
remember, it was sheer defiance 
to the commandment god had 
given to the people! this example 
served to illustrate how god 
looked at sin! think also of the 
example of Ananias and Sapphira 
who dropped dead when they 
told the apostle Peter about the 
money they had given to the 
church (Acts.5). Such examples 
should make us understand what 
we really deserve for our own 
sins. god’s attitude towards sin 
has not changed even under the 
new covenant!

Mistakes About Grace

there are two major mistakes 
that are being made in the way 
grace is presented today by many 
preachers.

with a desire to attract more 
people to the gospel, grace 
is offered as an easy thing to 
receive. they say, all you need 
to do is to walk up to god and 
say, “Jesus, come into my heart,” 
and your sins will all be forgiven 
and you will be made a child of 
god with your future secured 
for eternity in heaven! what 
is omitted is recognising your 
sin, realising what you deserve 
as punishment, turning away 
from a sinful life in honesty and 
humility, and then gratefully 

receiving grace by trusting in 
Jesus. in this way, preachers jump 
from sin to grace straightaway, 
omitting the lessons of the old 
covenant. As a result, people get 
grace all wrong. Large numbers 
of people have been given a false 
assurance that all is well between 
them and god when nothing has 
really happened. Perhaps the 
only change that happens is that 
people start attending church as 
a ritual.

Secondly, people who have come 
to Jesus are repeatedly told that 
god will do everything and that 
they do not have to do anything 
for salvation. Any mention of 
keeping any law meets with 
strong opposition and warnings 
about going back under the Law. 
things have developed in this 
direction to such an extent that 
preachers say there is no need to 
repent or confess sins if we fall 
because all sin has already been 
covered under grace, and what 
we need to do is only to rejoice in 
what we are in Christ!

god’s word is very clear that 
there is a place for us to work 
out our salvation even as god 
is working inside us to give us 
a desire to do his will and also 
strength to do it (Php.2:12,13). 
if we refuse to forgive others 
after god has forgiven us, our 
own forgiveness may be taken 
back (Matt.18:21-35). while god 
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will give us a new heart, put his 
Spirit within us, write his laws 
on our heart and help us to walk 
in them (ezek.36:24-28), we 
need to ask him (and keep on 
asking) to do this continually in 
our lives (v.37). while god is able 
to keep us from falling (Jude.24), 
we need to keep watching and 
praying lest we should enter into 
temptation (Matt.26:41). while 
god promises never to leave or 
forsake us (heb.13:5), we should 
take care to see that we do not 
go after other gods, in which 
case god might turn against us 
(Josh.24:20).

we are usually taught only 
that grace means an unmerited 
favour from god, without telling 
us that it is also the power of god 
that helps us to keep to his ways  
(heb.4:16;tit.2:11,12;2Cor.12:9). 
we are given an impression that 
since we are under grace now; 
we do not have to keep any law. 
But we ought to realise that if we 
say we belong to god and do not 
keep his commandments, we are 
thoroughly deceived (1Jn.2:4). 

what god has actually done is to 
free us from having to keep the 
Law in order to find acceptance 
with him and give us acceptance 
based on grace instead. Now 
that we have been accepted and 
god has come to dwell in us, it 
ought to become more and more 
natural for us to want to keep all 
that he commands us to. Jesus has 
actually taken the commandments 
to the level of our heart from 
being merely rules of external 
behaviour (Matt.5:21,22,27,28).

we honour god maximum by 
living lives that represent his 
character, and not merely by 
praising him with words. it may 
look as if we are glorifying god by 
exalting his grace in words and 
song. But when we take grace 
out of context, it brings great 
dishonour to god.
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Introduction

the kingdom of god is the 
hidden reality behind all 
world history, shaping it 

and moulding it eventually to its 
own end. the kingdom of god is 
the central theme of the Bible and 
the key to all history.

1) Kingdom Ruler. this 
is the kingdom of god. he 
is the supreme Ruler. he is 
the Sovereign (1Chr.29:10-
12;Psa.45:5;103:19). “in the 
beginning ....god” (gen.1:1).

2) Kingdom Agent. god is the 
supreme Ruler, but he delegates 
his authority to man to rule on 
his behalf. Man is the vice-regent. 
“god said, ‘Let us make man in 
our image … and let them rule’” 
(gen.1:26). “You made man... 
crowned him with glory and 
honour... made him ruler over 
the works of your hands and 
put everything under his feet” 
(Psa.8:4-6).

3) Kingdom Mandate. god 
has made man for rulership. 
god gave Adam and eve the 
mandate to rule, to subdue, and 

SuRVEY OF THE  
KINGDOM

the kingdom of god is where god rules as King.

STANLEY MEHTA to have dominion over the earth 
(gen.1:28). this same mandate 
of rulership is reiterated in a new 
way, i.e., “go and make disciples 
of all nations...” (Matt.28:19-20). 
the highest heavens belong to 
the Lord, but the earth he has 
given to man (Psa.115:16).

4) Kingdom Scope (the extent of 
the kingdom). god’s kingdom does 
not merely cover the ‘spiritual 
realm’ but every realm pertaining 
to life. Read Deut.28:1-14 where 
it says that obedience is the key 
to the kingdom, but the blessings 
that come include agriculture 
(v.8), finance (v.12), politics (v.1), 
business (v.12), military (v.7), 
family (v.4), travel (v.6), livestock 
(v.11), employment (vv.8,12), 
weather (v.12), leadership 
(v.13), domestic (v.5), spiritual 
(v.9), fame/honour (v.10) and 
education (6:6-9).
hence god’s instruction pertains 

to relationships of husbands and 
wives, parents and children, em-
ployees and employers (eph.5:25-
6:9), society (Rom.12:14-21), 
leaders and rulers (Rom.13:1-7). 
in short it covers every sphere of 
a person’s life. god is interested 
in our spirit, soul and body.
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5) Kingdom Lost. without 
a valid and authentic test, the 
kingdom of god would be a farce. 
it would be a reign of god by 
robots, not a kingdom by choice. 
Man doubted that god really 
wanted the best for him when 
the serpent put those thoughts 
in man’s mind. So man wanted to 
be independent and he defected 
from god’s kingdom into Satan’s 
and committed treason. Man lost 
his relationship with god and 
forfeited his right to rulership 
(gen.3:1-9).

6) Kingdom Ruined. Man in 
rebellion reached out to take 
selfish control. Then everything 
went out of control. he had the 
knowledge of good and evil, 
but had no power or wisdom 
to overcome evil. So evil went 
out of control. in time, society 
saw man’s nature reproducing 
evil as the seed of the serpent 
(gen.3:15). Adam passed on the 
blame to eve. he felt naked and 
ashamed. he felt guilty. from 
then on heartaches, diseases, 
sickness, confusion, wickedness, 
bloodshed, disaster, strife, war, 
etc., multiplied on the earth.

7) Kingdom Usurped. the world 
system was corrupted and Satan 
took charge of it. he is called 
the ruler of the kingdom of the 
air (eph.2:2), god of this world 
(2Cor.4:4), and in-charge of the 
kingdom of this world (Lk.4:5-7).

8) Kingdom Redeemed. god sent 
his Son to destroy the authority 
of Satan on planet earth (1Jn.3:8). 
he defeated Satan on the cross 
and declared, “It is finished.” 
Genesis 3:15 was fulfilled, as it 
was said about Jesus (the seed of 
the woman) crushing Satan (seed 
of the serpent). Jesus now holds 
the keys of death and hades 
(Rev.1:18;Dan.2:44).

9) Kingdom Power And 
Authority. Jesus said, “All authority 
in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me” (Matt.28:18). “in 
Christ... raised from the dead... 
seated on the right hand in 
the heavenly dominion and 
every title that can be given...” 
(eph.1:20,21). Disarming the 
powers and authorities, Jesus 
made a public spectacle of them, 
triumphing over them on the 
cross (Col.2:15).

10) Kingdom embassy And 
Ambassadors. we are Christ’s 
ambassadors (2Cor.5:20). Jesus 
has given us authority to trample 
on serpents and scorpions and 
to overcome all the power of the 
enemy. Nothing will harm us 
(Lk.10:19). his intent was that 
now, through the church, the 
manifold wisdom of god should 
be made known to the rulers 
and authorities in the heavenly 
realms (eph.3:10). then the 
sovereignty, power and greatness 
of the kingdom under the whole 
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heaven will be handed over to 
the saints, the people of the Most 
high (Dan.7:27).

11) Kingdom Restoration. 
the kingdom of this world has 
become the kingdom of our Lord 
(Rev.11:15). the god of peace 
will soon crush Satan under our 
feet (Rom.16:20). Lions shall lie 
with lambs, children will play 
with the cobra (isa.11:6-9). 
the creation itself will be 
liberated from bondage of decay 
and brought into the glorious 
freedom of the children of god 
(Rom.8:21). when Adam sinned, 
the created order was also cursed 
producing thorns, thistles, with 
the serpent creeping on his belly, 
animals becoming wild, earth 
did not cooperate with man and 
man would now sweat to survive. 
So, Jesus on the cross not only 
redeemed mankind but in effect 
has inaugurated the liberation 
of the planet earth and all its 
creation.

12) Kingdom warfare. in the 
meantime, there will continue to 
be war. We fight the good fight of 
faith (2tim.4:7). After having done 
all to stand our ground (eph.6:13), 
we resist the Devil (Jas.4:7), stand 
against the wiles of the Devil 
(eph.6:10), using weapons of our 
warfare to demolish strongholds 
(2Cor.10:3-5). whether we like 
it or not, we are right now in the 
middle of warfare. we have to 

fight. But praise God, we are on 
the winning side. one day the 
Devil will be thrown into the lake 
of fire and brimstone, and he 
will be tormented day and night 
forever and ever (Rev.20:10). And 
we will rule (reign) with Jesus in 
the kingdom (Rev.3:21;5:10).

13) Kingdom Victory. god’s 
throne is untouchable. his 
authority cannot be successfully 
challenged. the fortress is 
untouchable. But not only is 
this an impenetrable defence. 
every soldier enjoys the same 
protection; none can stop them 
fulfilling their mission. Such 
an army is invincible; such a 
power is untouchable. “the Lord 
reigns, he is robed in majesty. 
The world is firmly established; 
it cannot be moved. Your throne 
was established long ago; You are 
from all eternity” (Psa.93:1,2). 
there is only one throne. 
Satan does not have a throne. 
the Scripture speaks of Satan 
having been cast down. he is 
described as wandering the earth 
(Job.1:6,7;1Pet.5:8). he does 
not constitute a threat to god’s 
throne. when Adam sinned in the 
garden of eden, he fell from the 
position god had intended him 
to fill. Something very significant 
happened concerning rulership 
in the world. But what happened 
was not that god was displaced 
from the throne. it was man who 
lost his throne. there was a real 
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change in government on the 
earth, but god’s throne remained 
intact. It has always been firmly 
established. 

Clearly the Bible refers to 
Satan as the prince of this world 
(Jn.14:30). But he did not usurp 
that title from god; he stole it from 
man. Man was intended to be the 
prince of this world (gen.1:28). 
So when Jesus came, he came as 
man to conquer and reclaim the 
world, and to restore to man the 
intended rule. he said, “i have 
overcome the world” (Jn.16:33). 
So he was entitled to speak about 
the kingdom being given back to 
man in the redeemed community 
(Lk.12:32).

God’s throne remains unaffected 
by the events on earth. it is holy, 
which means it is totally separate 
from the vicissitudes of life on 
earth. his throne and the place to 
which he has now raised Christ 
are ‘far above all’ (eph.1:20,21). 
there is no rule, no authority, 
power or dominion which can 
touch it.

god’s throne is universal. it is 
absolute; it is complete. it is the 
one thing in the whole universe 
that is so fixed that everything 
else revolves around it. “By him 
all things were created: things 
in heaven and on earth, visible 
and invisible, whether thrones 
or power or rulers or authorities; 
all things were created by him 

and for him. he is before all 
things, and in him all things hold 
together... so that in everything 
he might have the supremacy” 
(Col.1:16-18). his supremacy 
is such that he alone can hold 
things together; his throne is 
the cohesiveness that makes a 
universe rather than a multi-
verse. everything which is not in 
harmony with his government 
will ultimately fall apart. this 
is true on a personal level. Paul 
tells us in Romans that men who 
disregarded god’s laws “received 
in themselves the due penalty 
for their perversion” (Rom.1:27). 
there is something inbuilt in the 
universe which means that life 
outside of god’s ways carries 
its own consequences. Similarly 
on a national level, societies 
which disregard god’s standards 
have an inherent tendency to 
disintegrate. “if you do not follow 
all the words of this law the Lord 
will send plagues... disaster... 
diseases” (Deut.28:58-60).

According to isaiah 32:14,15, 
darkness will reign till the Spirit 
is poured out and then there will 
be a spiritual and material revival. 
there will be victory during this 
church age.

Stanley Mehta  is a 
former pastor and present 

chairman of Gateway 
Ministries International. He 

resides in Bengaluru.
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union Biblical Seminary Requires 
Teaching Faculty

UBS seeks applications for faculty appointment at the rank of 
Assistant or Associate Professor in Department of Old Testament, 
New Testament, Christian Theology, Missiology and Christian 
Ministry beginning from June 2018. We need faculty who are active 
Christians and dedicated teacher-scholars to prepare students for 
leadership, service, and faith-informed discernment in a global 
society.

 Qualifications:

D.Th/Ph.D. in a related field required. Excellent teaching and 
communication skills, a dedication to professional attainment, and 
commitment to quality improvement are essential.  Must be an 
active, committed Christian 

 Salaries & Benefits: 

Competitive salary commensurate with experience, excellent 
benefits including semi furnished residential quarter on campus, 
medical insurance, discounted school fees for children in Kline 
Memorial School of UBS (ICSE Board). 

 TO APPLY:    
Visit www.ubs.ac.in for more details.  Please submit a 

cover letter, CV, copies of  and evidence of quality teaching 
performance with your application.  Application packets 

may also be submitted/completed by courier / post : to The 
Chairman, Union Biblical Seminary Association , Bibvewadi 

(Behind Ramyanagri), Pune – 411 037, Maharashtra or by email 
to recruit@ubs.ac.in
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HOME COMING

FELIx FERNANDES

having departed from the father’s house, 
for greener pastures, he began to browse. 

the grass looked greener on the other side, 
Love for the world, caused him to slide.

As time went by, felt deep emptiness within, 
A life so entangled, in the snare of sin. 
he pondered on his state of depravity, 

wondering whether, all this was vanity?

his pleasures, he realised, were just temporary, 
A passing phase, now a burdensome worry. 

he perceived, the deceitfulness, of self  
one he loved, was none but ‘himself’.

he felt foolish, having despised god’s ways. 
troubles now, pointed the father’s way. 

Convicted of the wrong road he had taken, 
the path of the righteous, he had forsaken.

Recalled mercy, he once received. 
When first saw the light, the cross perceived. 

fear of man, seemed to grip his heart, 
Unspoken questions, “why did you depart?”

 he confessed to Jesus, he had sinned. 
had no feelings, felt deeply forgiven. 

Back in the father’s house he felt secured, 
A new creation, in Jesus being cured. 

Received a robe of ‘god’s righteousness’ 
For a sin-stained robe of filthiness. 
In Christ, by faith being justified. 

The price was paid, by the One crucified. 

got a ring, a sign of his sonship,  
heir of his promises, triune fellowship. 
the Spirit that cries out, Abba father. 

Lavished his grace, saved from disaster.

the feet now shod with the gospel of peace, 
Passes all understanding, keeps in one piece. 

A peace not temporary but eternal, 
Preserves in trials and the routine tunnel.

he also commanded a joyous feast,  
even a grand, this wedding feast. 

Though, once gone astray, the ruff tide, 
to whom he says, “You are My bride.”
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Book of Isaiah 1 to 3 
New International Version (IBS) or Zondervan

Crossword 51

Send in your answers with Bible references by e-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, 
to reach Light of Life, Post Box 4576, 21-YMCA Road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400008, not 
later than July 5, 2018. Please indicate your name, address and Light of Life Subscription 
Number while sending the answers. 

Clues Across:

1.  “Go out, you and your son …………… 
to meet Ahaz at the end of the aquaduct 
of the upper pool, on the road to the 
Washerman’s field.” ( ch        vs       )

6. “Its ……… wings will cover the breath 
of the land, O Emmanuel” ( ch     vs     )

7. “I have no pleasure in the …….. of bulls 
and lambs and goats.” (ch     vs     )

8. “Make the heart of this people calloused; 
make their ears ….. and close their eyes.” 
(ch    vs   

10.  “But Ahaz said “ I will not ask; I will not 
put the Lord to the ….” (ch     vs     )

12. “but if you ……. And rebel, you will be 
devoured by the sword” (ch     vs    )

14. “Then he looked for a crop of good grapes, 
but it yielded only … fruit. (ch     vs    )

16. “but with righteousness he will judge the 
…… , with justice he will give decisions 
for the poor of the earth” (ch     vs    )

17. “The mountains shake, and the dead 
bodies are like refuse in the ……..” (ch    
vs    )

Clues down:

1. “Very ….. my anger against you will end 
and my wrath will be directed to their 
destruction” (ch     vs     )

2. “In love a throne is ……….., in 
faithfulness a man will sit on it”  
( ch      vs     )

3. “Woe to those who draw sin along with 
cords of deceit, and wickedness as with 
cart ……”  (ch      vs      ) 

4. “Though your sins are like ……., they 
shall be as white as snow” (ch     vs    )

5. “The Lord will wash away the filth of 
the women of Zion; he will cleanse 
the ……….from Jerusalem by a 
spirit of judgment and a spirit of fire.”  
(ch     vs     )

J. Fredric Dawson
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9. “This is the portion of those who loot 
us, the … of those who plunder us.”  
(ch    vs     )

11. “The oppressor will come to an …, and 
destruction will cease; the aggressor will 
vanish from the land.” (ch     vs     )

12. “To whom will you ….for help? Where 
will you leave your riches? (ch    vs     )

13. “The Lord Almighty has revealed this in 
my hearing:” Till your dying day this sin 
will not be atoned for,” ….. the Lord, the 
Lord Almighty. (ch     vs     )

15. “Does not the ….raise itself above 
him who swings it, or the saw 
boast against him who uses it?  
(ch    vs   ) 

Answers to Crossword 49 (Ecclesiastes)
Clues Down:
1. accomplish (2:2)     
2. her (7:26)        

3. eye (1:8)
4. Enough (5:10)  

5. end (12:12)      
6.  turns (1:6)       
8. Sense (10:3)      
11. Eight (11:2)  
13. Vow (5:4)        
15. Taken (3:14)
16. days (2:23)
18. far (2:9)

Clues Across:
1.  achievement (4:4)    
7. curse (10:20)
9. Order (12:9)   
10. Meaningless (11:10)
12.  lived (4:15)           
14. Get (2:22) 

17. Sow (11:6)       

18. Feast (5:11)

19. oppression (4:1)

 Crossword 49  Winners 
D. hillel Johnson, Vellore, tN
R. Sathish, Chennai, tN
Christy inbaraj, Chennai, tN
John S. Andrews, Sangli, Mah.
Jalaja Sulochana, hyderabad, tel.
D. Alexander, Mumbai, Mah.
Chandra Kumari Mohan, Nagercoil, tN
thelma Roberts, hyderabad, tel.
g. Susan Abraham, hyderabad, tel.
Sumathi Dorcas Maigur, Yadgiri, Kar.
elcy Johnas, Mumbai, Mah.
A. Sunderraj, Ambernath, Mumbai, Mah.
B. B.  Ropmay, Shillong, Megh.
N. thawnzagin, Churachandpur, Manipur
M. edwin, Coimbatore, tN
george B. Ullagaddi, Ambernath, Mah.
Portia Syiemiong, Shillong, Megh.
Lesley J. Birnur, hubli, Kar.
Shantha Suresh, Chennai, tN
helen williers, Mumbai, Mah.w
Daisy t. Michael, Coimbatore, tN
David e. tiwari, Daund, Mah.
Vathsala J. Kotian, Mumbai, Mah.
ivor Valentine, Mumbai, Mah.

Josephine Ruth, Bengaluru, Kar.
Viola Kumar, Secunderabad, tel.
Suresh Kumar Silas, Yadgiri, Kar.
ottie e. Salins, Ambernath, Mah.
Linda Rose Khongwir, Shillong, Megh.
i. Devanayagam, tirunelveli, tN
Percy Charles, thane, Mah.
Sushila Muller, Coimbatore, tN
S. V. Rani, Bengaluru, Kar.
Chandan Lal tewary, Balasore, odisha
Archibald J. Smith, Cuttack, odisha
Asha Daniel, hyderabad, tel.
Regina L. Victor, Ponda, goa
Mary Mathew, trivandrum, Ker.
Dolly Sinha Roy, Vadodara, guj.
K. Rajarathinam, Madurai, tN
elizabeth J. Varghese, Mumbai, Mah.
Jayakumar U., Secunderabad, tel.
Margaret John, thane, Mah.
S. h. e. S. McLoughlin, hyderabad, tel.
t. Rajkumari Devaraju, hubli, Kar.
Ananda Mohan Saren, howrah, w.B.
Prema Philips, Kalyan, Mah.
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WORD AND 
THE WORLD

W
OR

D AND THE WORLD

CYRIL GEORGESON

Pause a few seconds and 
ask yourself a question, 
“which is the most 

frequently used app on your 
smartphone?” the second most, 
the third, the fourth…? Rankings 
by Google confirm it’s most likely 
not the ‘phone’ app – the one used 
to make phone calls. tellingly, the 
phone app is possibly ranked at 
five, or even lower.

Texting Over Talking

the most popular app for 
Android phones in india for 2017 
is the photo editor – which shows 
the obsession with selfies and 
self. while, the phone app, which 
is the next best to meeting people, 
is nowhere in the top rankings. 
Many in the younger generation 
(often called millennials) have 
come of age during an era when 
instant messaging, texting and 
email are the de-facto means 
of communication. for most 
millennials, texting is the most 
natural or normal thing to do. A 
recent research showed that only 
8% of people over 30 years would 
text for a date, while, for those 
below 30, it was 32% – a straight 
four times as many. further, 

AND HE SAID…
times Life reports on a survey 
by British Communications 
regulator ofcom: about 15% of 
16-24 year olds don’t want to use 
their phone to speak to people. 
the research also said that 
teenagers would even message 
people sitting in the same room, 
at times, even next to each other. 
Similarly, tiMe magazine’s 
mobility poll reported that 32% 
preferred to communicate by 
text rather than phone, even with 
people they know quite well. So, 
very soon the device we call the 
smartphone may need another 
name, which does not include the 
word ‘phone’.

The Anxious Generation

there are plenty of reports 
on how we, slowly but surely, 
are shutting out the real world 
around us. Now, it is common to 
see those who have stuffed their 
ears with a pair of earphones. 
this not only helps to block out 
every-day noises but also creates 
a world of one’s making – by 
choosing what to hear. then, to 
insulate ourselves further from 
the world, the economically 
middle and richer classes, refuse 
to use public transport. So, we 
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are slowly creating an insulated, 
closed world with texting, 
earphones and app-based 
transport. So, while an earlier 
generation would participate in a 
shared world with the sounds of 
people talking, children playing, 
traffic, the sound of waves at a 
beach, or even dogs barking, we 
are in our own private world 
most of the time.

Now, this generation is also 
called the ‘anxious generation’. 
is there a connection? why is the 
most tech-text savvy generation 
also the most anxious generation? 
“All is clearly not well,” says social 
researcher and author hugh Mac-
kay in Vogue magazine. “we are 
a society in the grip of epidemics 
of anxiety, obesity and depres-
sion. it’s already clear that many 
of us are severely stressed by the 
struggle to keep up with the rate 
of change in our lives, and one of 
the consequences of that stress is 
anxiety.” And while they may be 
digital natives, he adds that mil-
lennials have been conditioned 
to confuse data transmission with 
communication and to assume 
that connections via social media 
are much the same as person-to-
person encounters. “the it revo-
lution has actually made it easier 
than ever to stay apart from each 
other, and that fuels anxiety too.”

Huffington Post reports, “A 
2014 study by Baylor University 

found that American students 
spend an average of nine hours 
a day on their phone. Much of 
it makes us anxious. Screen-
based entertainment increases 
central nervous system arousal, 
which can amplify anxiety. Social 
media is similarly associated 
with low moods and depression.” 
to make matters worse, some 
research indicated that a person 
is interrupted once every 11 
minutes or so by a text message, 
post, email or a phone call.

Incarnation

So, how do we as disciples 
of Jesus find our way back to 
recovering our ability to be 
focussed as well as to relate to 
one-another normally?

Pria warrick, founder and 
president of the Pria warrick 
finishing Academy in New Delhi, 
says that for this generation 
the most natural, casual and 
communication mode is texting, 
and phone calls are viewed as an 
ordeal. “Social media has changed 
how we communicate privately. 
there was a time, when everyone 
talked for hours on the landline, 
and that was considered as a 
relaxation technique at the end of 
the day – between friends, lovers, 
parents-children – but now 
we think twice about violating 
someone’s space by calling them 
on phone,” she says in the times 
Life article.
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Cyril Georgeson  
lives in Mumbai and is 

an apologist, teacher 
and writer.

we need to re-discover the 
healthy habit of meeting people 
or at least talking over the phone 
– and make time for it. Jesus 
became flesh and dwelt among 
us. he is the only one who could 
choose the era when he would be 
born and it is indicative that he 
did not find this always-online-
world the fullest of times. he 
spent time in the press of people 
and interacted intensely with 
them.

there is much danger in living 
largely in the virtual world – a 
world of our making where we 
wish to draw the contours of this 
world. we would miss out on the 
unexpected and intrusive, which 
often is the way god gets through 
to us as he encourages and also 
disciplines us.

As much as a disciple of Jesus 
needs to fast from food, we need 

to give our mind spaces as we fast 
from our continuous connection 
to the virtual world through the 
internet. Most would be aghast 
to even consider an internet fast 
– even for a short while. it seems 
like the end of existence – missing 
out on posts and updates. But we 
may surprisingly find that post-
the-internet-fast, we are more 
relaxed and fresh overall and 
actually able to do more. we may 
then joyfully discover that we 
would not be counted with the 
anxious generation.

the Bible is the message that 
god has spoken from the time of 
creation, and that he still speaks. 
“Be still and know that i am god.”
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NOTES ALONG 
THE JOURNEY

the Son can’t indepen-
dently do a thing” (Jn.5:19 
MSg). “i can do nothing 

on My own” (Jn.5:30 NLt).
You read it right. it’s not, 

‘independence day’ but 
‘dependence day’. But who has 
ever heard of a dependence day!

Most countries have 
independence days. the USA 
celebrates theirs on July 4th. we 
have ours on August 15th. if you 
study the history of those nations 
that claim they have never been 
under foreign rule, you will find 
that they have at some time 
been ruled by others. their 
independence day or maybe their 
independence season has never 
been determined or it has been 
forgotten in the misty past.

People have always longed for 
freedom. this is understandable 
because dependence in a 
historical sense always carries 
with it images of servitude and 
exploitation to various degrees. 
from our childhood we are 
taught to stand on our own two 

DEPENDENCE DAY
OBY CHERIAN

“

feet to think for ourselves and be 
independent. in fact, this is the 
essence of what we call growing 
up. But the question is. Does that 
make us free?

our forefathers in the garden of 
eden wanted to make independent 
decisions based on knowledge. 
i suppose that was the start of 
evidence based reasoning and 
man’s quest for independence. 
with this decision came the loss 
of innocence and the beginning 
of unbelief in god’s goodness and 
sovereignty.

“So we see that because of 
their unbelief they were not 
able to enter his rest” (heb.3:19 
NLt).

we thought we were smart 
when we decided to lean on our 
own understanding, not knowing 
that we would have the world on 
our shoulder. thus weighed down 
with burdens we were never 
meant to carry we waste away 
with worry and care.

We find that without God we 
are powerless against our selfish 
appetites and attacks from the 
spiritual realm. indeed, most 
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often, we don’t even realise we 
are not in control. this works out 
just fine for the enemy.

So what should we do? the 
way out is the way in, the way in 
to a renewed relationship with 
our Maker. if independence and 
self-determination were the way 
out, the way in is dependence. 
if ‘growing up’ was the way out; 
becoming like children is the way 
in. one way or other we are all 
dependent. the only question is: 
where or at whose feet will we 
place our dependence? only an 
omnipotent and perfect love is 
worthy of our trust and allegiance. 

And only under those wings can 
we be truly free.

we will do well to celebrate 
a ‘dependence day’ and renew 
it to a greater depth every new 
morning. We will find a rest for 
our souls we never knew, when 
we were in control. 

when was your Dependence 
Day?

“for without Me ye can do 
nothing” (Jn.15:5 KJV).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a consultant urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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some Source. Apply to the undersigned at the earliest 

Joseph V. Ghosh 
Resident Acharya 

Sattal Christian Ashram  
P.O- Sattal, Via Bhimtal Dist- nainital. U.K Pin 263136 

MOB-9415635910 
E-Mail: Estate.sattal@gmail.com
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Don’t Waste Their Mistakes... Learn From Them
THE SAD STORY OF A THE MAN WHO COuNTED HIS YEARS, 

BuT DID NOT MAKE HIS YEARS COuNT. SAVED SOuL

CHARACTER 
STUDY

 VIJAY THANGIAH

CHARACTER:  
METHUSELAH

MEANING:   
‘Man of the dart/spear’, 
or ‘his death shall bring 
judgment’ 

PRONUNCIATION: 
methushela

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Gen.5:21-27

MAIN LESSONS
1. Methuselah’s birth made an impact on his father 

Enoch. 
We read in Genesis 5:22 that “Enoch walked with God after 
he begat Methuselah three hundred years.” It was ‘after’ 

Methuselah was born that Enoch began to walk with God. It appears then that 
the birth of his son greatly impacted his life 
The responsibility of rearing a child often brings the realisation that it is time to 
grow up. The responsibility of parenthood, no doubt impacted Enoch 

2. God gives man a long time to repent.
Enoch had prophesied about a coming judgment (Jude.14) and had named his son 
as Methuselah, signifying that when he died the judgment would come.
God allowed Methuselah to live such a long time in order for man to repent. In fact, 
even after Noah started building the ark, the Lord gave 120 years for man to repent. 
But sad to say, only Noah and his household were saved from the flood.

How long has God given us His grace? His grace should never be taken for 
granted. 

3. The longevity of one’s life is determined by God.

The truth is the length of all our lives are determined by God. We read in Job 14:5, 
“Seeing his days are determined, the number of his months are with Thee, Thou 
hast appointed his bounds that he cannot pass.” 
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The number of our months is determined by God. He has set the date for the end 
of all our lives. “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the 
judgment” (Heb. 9:27).

There is a boundary to the length of our life and that boundary is determined by 
God.

4. It is not the number of years we live that is important but how we live.

Though it is mentioned about his father Enoch that he walked with God, there is 
nothing mentioned at all about the life of Methuselah, except that he lived the 
longest.

Life is not circular, but linear. As Christians we look forward to the blessed hope 
of seeing the Lord. But we must also remember that there is a judgment to come. 
Hence, it is important how we live our lives.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Why do you think people lived for so long before the flood?

2. What is the biblical life span of an individual today?

3. Why is there a change in longevity after the flood?

APPLICATION QUESTIONS

1. How can we make the most of the years that God gives to 
us?

2. What can we learn from the life of Methuselah about a godly 
legacy?

3. How does the understanding that one day we will stand before God change our 
walk with Him?

PRAYER 
Dear Lord, help me to understand that my times are in Your hands. 

Help me to make the best use of the time that You give me. Amen.

MEMORY VERSE

“Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of 
wisdom” (Psa.90:12 NIV)

Vijay Thangiah 
 is a Bible teacher and the former 

National Executive Director of 
India Youth For Christ.
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After two days of just lying 
there in pain, some workers 
found her and put her on a 
makeshift cot and loaded her 
into their jeep and drove 150 
miles over deep rutted roads 
to find a doctor who could 
set the broken bones. But the 
very bumpy ride damaged 
her bones so badly that her 
hip never completely healed. 
He says, “I visited my mother 
in her mud-covered hut 
several weeks after all of this 
happened. I watched as she 
took two bamboo crutches 
that she had made herself, 
and moved from one place 
to another with her feet just 
dragging behind because 
she had lost all feeling in 
them.” He says, “At age 75, 
with a broken hip, unable 
to stand on her own two 
legs, I thought that I made a 
pretty intelligent suggestion. 
I suggested that she retire.” 
He says, “She turned around 
and looked at me and said, 
‘What value is that? If we try 
to preserve this body just a 
few more years and it is not 
being used for God, of what 
value is that?’ So she kept on 
working. She kept on riding 
her donkey to villages until 
she was 93 years old... And 
she continued to tell people 
about Jesus Christ until she 
died at age 95.”

5. Caleb experienced what God 
had promised!

 He climbed the mountains 
and he defeated the giants 
– he claimed his possession. 
The name of the place Caleb 
inherited used to be called 
Kirjatharba (city of the four 
giants). Now it was named 
Hebron (seat of association 
or fellowship). Caleb refused 
to quit until he had obtained 
everything the Lord had for 
him! He refused to stop until 
he had obtained that place of 
fellowship with God.

 Where are you in your 
personal walk with the 
Lord? Have you entered into 
your victory, or are you still 
wandering around in the 
wilderness struggling day 
to day? God has a place of 
peace and power for you, but 
you must be willing to claim 
your possession. It isn’t for 
the faint-hearted, but it is for 
the faith-hearted. 

 Half-hearted Christians are 
faint-hearted Christians, and 
they never learn to conquer 
the giants in their lives.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.
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News

The 11th Worst Place For 
Christians

(Belief net): Christians the 
world over should be mindful 
that at this time in history 
there remain legions of Christ’s 
disciples who are made to endure 
persecution for their faith the 
likes of which rival that suffered 
by the earliest Christians. while 
most of the worst environments 
for Christians are islamic lands, 
there are non-islamic bastions of 
intense Christian persecution that 
receive little to no coverage by the 
world’s media. one particularly 
notable example is that of india. 
of a population of 1.3 billion 
people, there are 64 million 
Christians who reside in india. 
But there are many problems for 
india’s Christians.

over the last three years, the 
anti-Christian persecution in india 
has continued to increase. open 
Doors’ world watch List ranked 
india as the planet’s 25th worst 
persecutor of Christians in 2015. 
Yet, in 2017, it was found to be 
the 15th biggest persecutor and, 
this year, it climbed to 11th place. 
15 Christians were murdered in 

india and many more beaten and 
threatened—“there [is] often…a 
long process of ‘re-converting’ 
them to hinduism, during which 
they faced discrimination, social 
exclusion and other types of 
pressure.”

A chief cause of the oppression, 
according to open Doors, is the 
resurrection of hindu nationalism. 
the hindu nationalist holds 
that only hinduism should be 
observed in india. Some political 
leaders have even gone so far as 
to call for the expulsion from india 
of all Christians and Muslims 
by 2021. Although ‘everyone’ is 
aware that the churches are being 
attacked and demolished on 
almost an everyday basis in india, 
as an open Doors representative 
puts it, the Prime Minister denies 
that any such persecution is 
occurring.

‘Hindu Terror’ A Conspiracy

(TNN): Rajya Sabha MP and 
Bharatiya Janata Party leader 
Subramanian Swamy hit out at 
the Congress party, accusing it 
of working against the country. 
Swamy said Rahul gandhi was 
trying to please the Christian 
lobby. “it was because of hindus 
that we have a democracy and 
they wanted to convert this 
into some kind of Christian rule 
with help from Muslim nations,” 
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he alleged, adding the entire 
conspiracy must be unravelled 
now.

Christians Clarify About 
Their Faith

(CP): As religious minorities in 
india, including Christians, are 
increasingly being targeted with 
violent crimes, more than 1500 
leaders from different faiths got 
together and resolved to promote 
the correct understanding of 
their respective religions to deal 
with an atmosphere of hate. the 
resolve was made at an interfaith 
conclave held in indore, months 
after an independent report 
described the year 2017 as “one 
of the most traumatic for the 
Christian community” in 10 
years. the wave of attacks on the 
minority carries on under the 
administration of a governing 
coalition led by the hindu 
nationalist Bharatiya Janata 
Party, whose supporters often 
seek to justify violence with the 
claim that Christians seek to 
convert Hindus by offering them 
monetary incentives or using 
fraudulent means.

however, a priest from the 
Jacobite Syrian orthodox Church 
who was part of the conclave 
explained to the gathering that 
true Christians do not “force 
anyone to become Christian.” 
“our charitable works are also 

not for religious conversion. this 
is the way we share our Christian 
love with others. Such things 
are misrepresented as efforts to 
[seek] religious conversion.”

Protests against killing of two 
Christians in Pakistan

(TOI): the leaders of the 
Christian community have 
launched a protest against the 
killing of two Christians near 
a church by four unidentified 
gunmen who opened fire at them 
in Pakistan’s Balochistan province. 
A group of Christians had come 
out of the church on Sunday when 
four gunmen appeared on two 
motorcycles from a nearby lane 
and opened fire on them. Two 
people were killed on the spot 
while six others were injured and 
rushed to a hospital. the attack 
has been claimed by the islamic 
State terror group.

Easter Related Attacks On 
Christians In India

(CT): Christians in india were 
subjected to a series of violent 
attacks by hindu radicals during 
and after holy week, according 
to persecution watchdog 
international Christian Concern 
(iCC). iCC documented 10 such 
attacks across india in the week 
leading up to easter alone, 
resulting in the hospitalisation 
of several Christians with severe 
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injuries. Dr John Dayal, spokesman 
for United Christian forum, told 
ICC: “After a difficult Christmas, 
which saw even [carol singers] 
arrested on charges of conversion, 
it has been a holy week of violence 
against Christians in many parts 
of the country. Colleagues have 
reported a spurt in persecution 
even in the National Capital 
Region of Delhi, especially in the 
immediate neighbouring states of 
Uttar Pradesh and haryana.”

Indian Faith Leaders Condemn 
Exploitation Of Religion

(UCAN): Leaders of six major 
religions in india came together 
and called for an end to branding 
people as patriotic or unpatriotic 
based on religion, region or 
community, amid increasing 
attempts to exploit religious 
sentiments for political gains. 
Leaders of Buddhist, Christian, 
hindu, Jain, Muslim and Sikh 
communities gathered in Margao, 
goa, to express their dismay at 
communal tension building in 
states such as Bihar, west Bengal, 
Rajasthan and odisha, ahead of 
crucial elections. “we strongly 
object to anyone taking control 
of individual decisions. No one is 
to be categorised as anti-national 
or non-patriotic based on his 
religion, region or community,” 
said a joint statement issued at 
the end of a meeting on “Collective 

Action for Dialogue and Social 
harmony.”

Christian Family Shot Dead In 
Pakistan

(CNA): four members of a 
Christian family were gunned 
down in Pakistan, police said, in 
the latest attack on the minority 
community. the family was 
travelling in a rickshaw when 
armed men on a motorcycle 
intercepted them and opened 
fire in Quetta city. A woman was 
rushed to hospital. her father 
and three cousins were killed. “it 
appears to have been a targeted 
attack,” provincial police official 
told Reuters.

225 Christians Slaughtered In 
Nigeria

(CP): A shocking 225 Christians 
were massacred in Nigeria by 
the radical fulani herdsmen, 
according to a watchdog group. 
Yet the Nigerian government and 
western media are failing to take 
adequate notice of the severity 
of the escalating crisis, the group 
said. international Christian 
Concern, which monitors attacks 
on Christians around the world 
and has been shining a focus 
on Nigeria, said last week that 
followers of Christ suffered 27 
attacks by the fulani in in one 
month alone.
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The digital version of the magazine is available as a PDF 
document, which is an exact copy of the print version. The 
document will be password protected and placed for download 
on the Light of Life web site at www.lightoflife-india.com/dm/
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postal staff.

We request you to share this information with your relatives 
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subscribe for the digital version of the magazine. Thank you.
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bank account No.003601021256 (IFSC Code ICIC0000036) 
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lightoflife1@rediffmail.com or lightoflife2777@gmail.com
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in favour of Light of Life Magazine, to 21 YMCA Road, 
Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400 008; but it is important that you 
send us your e-mail as well as postal address.
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