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LETTERS

YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 
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Good Writing!

thank you for the April 2017 issue 
of LoL. Jacob ninan is quite right 

in saying that in this dark world more 
and more attempts are being made to 
obliterate the distinction between right 
and wrong. if there is no provision for 
repentance none of us would be worthy 
of entering the gates of heaven, as M. g. 
Mathews observes. What is good about 
good friday? Jacob Ahmed answers this 
question convincingly. J. n. Manokaran’s 
taxonomy of pride is so splendid and 
pragmatic. Spiritual pride, in particular! 
the responses to the debate question 
make sense. Distortion or concealing of 
a piece of information about a marriage 
alliance could be disastrous. Jasmine 
Johnson’s sit-walk-stand phraseology 
is different from sit-stand-walk of 
Watchman Nee. A pastor should be first 
and foremost a disciple of Jesus Christ. 
Peter S. C. Pothan, well said! i agree 
with Vivek A. gundimi when he says a 
Christian should be radical. not only in 
india, let me add! Suresh Manoharan’s 
initialism White is fabulous. A disciple of 
Jesus Christ should live an extraordinary 
life, as Sandeep Poonen concludes his 
piece. “only what is done for Christ 
will last”- a nice and significant quote 
by Cyril georgeson. oby J. Cherian and 
Vijay thangiah’s articles are useful to the 
readers, as usual. Keep growing LoL!

P. Selvaraj, Pollachi, TN

CORRECTION!
“We are sorry that the author of 

the poem the spineless judge was  
wrongly printed as felix fernandes  
in the May 2017 issue. it should have 
been J. fredric Dawson.”
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REAL TRANSFORMATION

Beware of practising your 
righteousness before 
men to be noticed by 

them; otherwise you have no 
reward with your father who is 
in heaven. So when you give to 
the poor, do not sound a trum-
pet before you, as the hypocrites 
do in the synagogues and in the 
streets, so that they may be hon-
oured by men. truly i say to you, 
they have their reward in full. 
But when you give to the poor, do 
not let your left hand know what 
your right hand is doing, so that 
your giving will be in secret; and 
your father who sees what is 
done in secret will reward you” 
(Matt.6:1-4). Jesus used a hyper-
bole here – about the left hand 
not knowing what the right hand 
did – to emphasise how our giv-
ing should be in secret. Yet the 
focus in the passage is not about 
doing things in secret as such, 
but about our motive in doing 
them. even acts of giving alms to 
people will not count with god if 
they were done for impressing 

people, even if we carried them 
out with sacrifice. The point  
Jesus makes is that if we were 
seeking to impress people with 
our good works, they would have 
no value before god. of course, 
it is good to do these things in  
secret in order to avoid seek-
ing or enjoying the impression 
before people. But there may 
be other times when we cannot 
avoid doing things without being 
noticed by people. our goal still 
has to be to keep our heart pure. 
the focus is on our motive and 
our heart rather than the me-
chanics of how we do things.

think of a preacher preparing 
a sermon and delivering it. is it 
his desire, in his heart, to impress 
people or to bless them? if it was 
to impress people, the choice of 
the subject, the words and expres-
sions he uses will all be designed 
to achieve this goal. there may 
even be exaggerations, falsehood, 
and attempts to deceive! People 
may go away thinking what a 
great preacher this was, but they 
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have really not received any help 
for their personal lives. every-
thing about the sermon would 
have been different if his goal was 
to bless them in such a way that 
their lives would be transformed.

from the time Adam and eve 
fell, we human beings are born 
with this sinful nature, one of 
the characteristics of which is to 
be concerned about what people 
think about us more than about 
god’s opinion. the words we 
speak and the things we do are 
many times cleverly planned to 
impress people, or to leave a good 
impression with them.

it is not just about impressing 
people, but the way we speak or 
behave may also be intended to 
gain something for ourselves in 
devious ways or ways that border 
around unrighteousness. We can 
become experts in doing this in 
such a way that no one catches 
on. We may ‘pull down’ others 
by spreading stories or pointing 
out their faults in order for us to 
climb on top, flatter those who 
can do things for us, drop hints 
here and there so that people will 
take notice of us, behave in such a 
way that our real attitudes do not 
get revealed, but the others get a 
good opinion about us, etc. When 
it comes to this kind of behaviour, 
we can be very clever and shrewd 
because we are not only helped 
by our sinful flesh, but also amply 
supported from behind the scenes 
by Satan’s suggestions.

there is an inherent desire in 
all of us to feel important and 
valued, and this keeps prompting 
us to project ourselves before 
people in a way that would bring 
appreciation and admiration 
and hide our actual struggles 
which come from our insecurity 
and low self-esteem. We try to 
achieve more and make sure 
that others recognise our skills 
and achievements so that they 
would value and respect us more. 
there is a pressure inside us to 
be seen as being greater than the 
others, at least in our immediate 
circles, and this tempts us to 
run others down and eliminate 
the competition. this happens 
not only in politics or in secular 
workplaces, but also in churches 
and Christian organisations.

through various means like 
these we can build for ourselves 
an image of public opinion and 
think that we have ‘succeeded’ in 
life. But this kind of an image will 
be hollow and of little intrinsic 
value because true value can only 
come from what is within. god is 
concerned about the inner man 
rather than about what is seen 
before people. the way he judges 
us is to focus on our motives, and 
it is when our motives have been 
pleasing to him that he will have 
praises for us (1Cor.4:5). think 
of how it will be if our hollow 
images crumble down and the 
reality of our emptiness is seen 
by everyone (1Cor.3:12-15)!
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This is the time to purify our-
selves (1Jn.3:3). in order to be-
come pure in this way, we will 
have to have a great desire to be 
pleasing to the Lord in the in-
nermost part of our being, and in  
order to do that, we must put 
aside the primary desire to please 
people. the apostle Paul points 
out that we cannot do both at the 
same time (gal.1:10). We are to 
live in such a way as to give an 
account to god for whom “there 
is no creature hidden from his 
sight, but all things are open and 
laid bare” (heb.4:13).

this is the way we can have 
‘truth’ or ‘reality’ in the innermost 
parts (Psa.51:6). this is the way 
we can become men and women 
in whom there is no guile but 
instead, integrity. this is the 
way we can develop our inner, 
intrinsic worth that will give us 
confidence to hold our heads up 
when we walk before people.

one part of the way the fall has 
affected our thinking is to imagine 
that since no one sees what we 
think, imagine and plan in our 
mind, we need to only make sure 
that what people see and hear 
from us is acceptable! in other 
words, we are careful about what 
we do and say, and not so worried 
about what goes on inside our 
head. But god can see into our 
heart and mind and see what is 
happening there, and he is not 
fooled by the ‘show’ that we put 
up for the benefit of the others 

(1Sam.16:7)! this is a lesson that 
we need to learn very quickly if 
we are to be truly transformed 
into god’s image and to serve 
him to accomplish the work he 
has given to us (eph.2:10).

if we are only thinking about 
whether what we want to say or 
do is right or wrong, we may miss 
looking at why we want to do it. it 
is when we start asking ourselves 
that question, and check whether 
what we want to do is going to be 
pleasing to the Lord and if it is 
going to glorify him that our true 
transformation begins.

the way to divide between 
our thoughts and intentions is 
to let the word of god judge us 
(heb.4:12). When we sincerely 
want to purify our motives and 
are willing to honestly let the light 
of god’s word expose the hidden 
things in our life, we can begin to 
experience the transformation 
the holy Spirit wants to work in 
our life. As we move from walking 
before people to walking before 
god (gen.17:1), he is able to 
cleanse us from all the defilements 
of our flesh and purify for Himself 
a people for his own possession 
(Tit.2:14). We will find ourselves 
growing in integrity, and boldness 
before god and man.

Jacob Ninan
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CHURCH AND  
DEMOCRACY- PART 2
It is for Christians to get back to where we started and 

demonstrate how democracy can work!

Power play in the 
churches is even more 
reprehensible than in the 

outside world. it is striking that 
even before the first church was 
organised at Jerusalem – before 
a pastor was ever appointed to a 
congregation, before a committee 
ever met to chalk out a building 
programme – the church knew 
how to be contentious. towards 
the end of the first century, 
the apostle John bemoaned 
that there was a man named 
Diotrophes who wanted to have 
pre-eminence among men. his 
tribe has multiplied several fold 
since then!

even as these ‘leaders’ remain 
part and parcel of the organisa-
tion, some of them initiate inde-
pendent parallel ‘ministries’ for 
cultivating purely personal inter-
ests. they distort the Bible and 
its message by overemphasising 
‘blessing and prosperity’, while 
omitting the message of ‘repent 
or perish’. they wax eloquent 
on the first 13 verses of Deuter-
onomy 28 and are unmindful of 

P. ABRAHAM the 13 verses just above and the 
55 verses just below, which pro-
nounce curses on those “who 
turn aside from the commands of 
the Lord to the right or to the left.” 
The effort is to tickle the ears of 
the listeners, not to explain god’s 
word and help the people to grow 
in the Lord. Their effort is limited 
to profit, prestige and popularity.

the common man is deluded 
by the promise of prosperity and 
add to the crowd of followers.  A 
group who listened to the ‘bless-
ing’ sermons for some months, 
and then left, complained: “our 
condition has remained the same. 
only our pastor became prosper-
ous”! no wonder, the followers of 
‘blessing’ become disillusioned in 
no time and leave.

It is very hard to find what ben-
efit these ‘leaders’ have made for 
the organisation(s), after reach-
ing the positions of power, except 
for their own bank balances. Af-
ter being in positions of power 
in different capacities for several 
years, some of these men make 
allegations and false propaganda 
against these organisations. they 
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gather some henchmen around 
them and start a new organisa-
tion, claiming allegiance to the 
same 66 books and with simi-
lar faith statements and rules. 
the main agenda is for ‘sordid 
gain’ or filthy lucre. This helps 
them to exercise autocratic con-
trol on the people. “they mea-
sure themselves by themselves” 
(2Cor.10:12). Promises of bless-
ing and prosperity make the 
group grow with time. the new 
groups repeat the same chorus. 
there are enough disgruntled  
elements in the churches and so, 
it is easy for these ‘leaders’ to find 
followers.

there is a lack of focus and pri-
oritisation of goals and 
objectives. one won-
ders whether there is a 
sense of purpose at all. 
“We have made false-
hood our refuge and 
have concealed our-
selves with deception” 
(isa.28:15). observ-
ers of this pathetic condition in 
Christendom are reminded of Via 
Dolorosa (the way of the cross) 
in Jerusalem, the narrow path 
Jesus took carrying the cross to 
golgotha, which has now turned 
to be a commercial street, lined 
on both sides with shops selling 
all sorts of goods, enticing tour-
ists to buy their products! When 
Jesus found those selling oxen, 
sheep and doves, and money-

changers in the temple, he made 
a whip with cords and drove them 
out of the temple. his standards 
remain the same. Can he act dif-
ferently now?

the wrong choices we have   
made in the past and the 
malpractices that are widely 
known to be prevalent in our 
elections should make us 
reconsider the present process. 
What better method to choose 
spiritual leadership than the one 
prescribed in the word of god?

Early Church Practice

the holy Spirit came 50 days 
after the resurrection, ten days 
after the ascension of the Lord. 

Jews from many 
nations had gathered 
in Jerusalem for the 
festival. thus, Peter’s 
speech (Acts2:14-
39) was given to an 
international audience 
and it resulted in a 
worldwide harvest of 

new believers – the first converts 
to Christianity. in spite of the 
diversity of persons constituting 
this praying assembly, the words 
“with one mind” suggest their 
unity of mind and purpose. the 
number of  brethren assembled 
for the occasion, about 120, 
fulfilled the Jewish requirement 
for the number for a council 
in any city. thus the proposed 
election of an apostle was both 

In spite of the diversity 
of persons constituting 
this praying assembly, 
the words “with one 
mind” suggest their 
unity of mind and 

purpose.



Light of Life 13 June 2017

The lot was a sacred 
institution in ancient 

Israel and a well-
established means for 
ascertaining the divine 

will.

official and legal.
But, after the Day of Pentecost, 

when the holy Spirit came 
mightily on all those who were 
truly members of the church, 
their method of selection was 
to allow the holy Spirit to speak 
to them and guide them, as it 
happened when the church in 
Antioch chose Paul and Barnabas 
to go on a missionary journey. 
But the rampant misuse of the 
gifts of the holy Spirit in modern 
Christendom makes it impractical 
to use this method for 
choosing the leaders.

Election Of The 
Pope

the election of 
the Pope does not 
follow the pattern of 
a political contest. 
no one, including the voting 
cardinals, knows who will be 
elected. Anyone who lets his 
ambition show is punished 
for it. the voting is done in a 
closed setting and there are no 
manifestos, platforms or position 
papers. formal politicking is 
strictly forbidden. everyone 
involved, including housekeepers 
and cooks, is sworn to secrecy 
and face excommunication, if 
found breaking it. the premises 
are debugged to ensure that 
there are no hidden electronic 
devices. the voters are not 
permitted to communicate with 

the outside world by phone or 
letter. the voters are supposed to 
be guided by the holy Spirit and 
are forbidden from making any 
deal. the world is struck by the 
transparency of the thick walls 
of Vatican as the white smoke 
emanates from the chimney, 
indicating that a Pope has been 
elected.

Casting Lots

god sovereignly chose David 
as israel’s king (1Sam.16:7-

12). Jesus chose the 
disciples and apostles 
(Lk.6:13, Jn.6:70, 
Acts9:15;15:7). the 
old testament used the 
sacred ritual of casting 
lots, under god’s 
guidance, to select 
people for positions or 

tasks (Josh.7:14;1Sam.10:20,21). 
the lot was a sacred institution 
in ancient israel and a well-
established means for ascertaining 
the divine will. Casting lots was 
popular among pagan nations 
as well. in some situations, the 
candidate was not even present 
when the lot was cast, let alone 
campaigning.

this was the method used by 
Moses to apportion the land 
among the tribes of israel, as 
directed by god (num.26:55). 
Joshua cast lots for the land, before 
god (Josh.18:6). During the reign 
of David, “they cast lots for their 
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duties, all alike, the small as well 
as the great, the teacher as well 
as the pupil” (1Chr.25:8). When 
Achan violated the command of 
the Lord, Joshua was instructed 
by god to cast lots to discover the 
culprit (Josh.7:11). the sailors 
cast lots to identify the guilty, in 
the book of Jonah. the choice by 
lot was right in all these cases.

the only instance of casting lots 
in the new testament was when 
the apostles used this method 
(Acts1:26) to choose a substitute 
for Judas. Judas fell from both his 
divine relationship 
and apostolic office 
by a deliberate choice 
of material gain at 
the expense of his 
loyalty to Christ. 
the eleven apostles 
could have selected a 
successor for Judas, 
without reference to 
the congregation. they exercised 
their authority democratically, 
not autocratically. they, thus, 
set a precedent by introducing 
a popular element into the 
policy of the government of the 
infant churches. this precedent 
is followed through in the Acts 
record (Acts5:3-6). they were 
careful to include the elders and 
brethren while substantiating the 
validity of their directives to the 
churches. the apostles behaved 
devoutly, justly and blamelessly 
(1thess.2:10) among the 

members. even when Paul was 
asked to legislate for the churches 
he had founded, his authority was 
not his apostleship, but a word 
from the Lord (1Cor.7:10).

Peter presented three specific 
requirements (Acts1:21,22) to be 
met by the successor of Judas: 
1. true discipleship to Christ, 

the baptism of repentance 
and saving faith in Christ;

2. faithful and loyal membership 
in the Christian discipleship 
family; 

3. Personal witness 
to the resurrection of 
Christ. 

these requirements, 
advanced by Peter 
as qualifications for 
Christian leadership, 
placed Paul under the 
necessity of defending 
his apostleship before 

his enemies, as being directly 
from god, and not of men, as in-
troduction to most of his epistles.

the apostles declared that 
the lot is controlled by the all-
powerful god. two candidates 
were proposed for the apostolic 
position, clearly indicating the 
uncertainty of the disciples 
regarding the divine will. the 
two individuals were equally 
qualified and apparently equally 
suitable. there was equality of 
opportunity for all. the apostles 

Even when Paul was 
asked to legislate 

for the churches he 
had founded, his 

authority was not his 
apostleship, but a word 

from the Lord 
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laid the matter before god in 
complete faith, believing that, if 
they drew lots to decide between 
the two, the result would indicate 
god’s choice. the candidates 
were presented to god in prayer 
(Acts1:24,25). the new choice 
was ratified by God; Matthias, 
along with the others, was filled 
with the holy Spirit on the Day 
of Pentecost. these men believed 
that “the lot is cast into the lap. 
But its very decision is from the 
Lord” (Pro.16:33;18:18). this 
principle abides. the 
lot, the most capricious 
of human acts, is 
controlled by the all-
powerful god. the 
lot was determined 
not by chance, but by 
god’s sovereignty. We 
should seek the direct 
guidance of the holy 
Spirit in our choices.

the congregation was involved 
in electing the deacons (Acts 
6:3-5) and elders (Acts16:23). it 
was the entire church that sent 
out Barnabas (Acts11:22) and 
titus (2Cor.8:16-21). the entire 
church was involved in the de-
cision concerning circumcision 
(Acts 15). Discipline was imple-
mented by the entire church 
(1Cor.5:12; 2Cor.2:6-7). All the 
believers are responsible for cor-
rect doctrine by testing the spir-
its (1Jn.4:1).

there are 99 instances of casting 
lot(s) recorded in the Bible. in 
contrast, there is not even one 
incident of using ballot boxes or 
voting. unfortunately, we now do 
not want to leave the choice to 
the will of god. We are unwilling 
to submit to His will. Our effort is 
to ensure that ‘my will be done’. 
We use our privileges, might 
and financial capability in the 
election campaigns. We indulge 
in practices more shameful than 
those of our corrupt politicians. 

All this in the name 
of democracy! in the 
process, we have 
relieved god of a very 
solemn responsibility.

When the finalists 
had been chosen, 
the apostles prayed, 
asking god to guide the 
selection process. this 
gives us a good example 

of how to proceed when we are 
making important decisions. Set 
up criteria consistent with the 
Bible,  examine the alternatives, 
and pray for wisdom and guidance 
to reach a wise decision.

the sole objection raised against 
this method of casting lots is that, 
though the lot fell on Matthias, he 
is not heard of again in the new 
testament. this ‘silence’ is not 
conclusive evidence. only three 
of the original twelve apostles 
appear in Acts – Peter, James 

Unfortunately, we 
now do not want to 

leave the choice to the 
will of God. We are 

unwilling to submit to 
His will. Our effort is 

to ensure that ‘my will 
be done’. 
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and John, the latter two only 
for namesake. the ministry of 
the other apostles elsewhere in 
the eastern world has not been 
recorded by the writer of Acts. 
Do we read of the missionary 
efforts of Thomas, Bartholomew, 
Matthew, Andrew, 
Philip and thaddaeus 
in the new testament? 
is this because of 
problems in their 
choosing?

history provides 
adequate information 
on the missionary ef-
forts of these apostles in the 
then known world. for example, 
three centuries before Christian-
ity came to europe, Kerala had 
a thriving Christian community, 
thanks to the apostle thomas who 
is reputed to have arrived at Ko-
dungalloor in AD 52. he was mar-
tyred in Mylapore, near Chennai. 
St. thomas Mount is a monument 
for his efforts in our country. Bar-
tholomew ministered in iran.

Effective Leadership

A striking example of effective 
leadership is nehemiah. he pos-
sessed many qualities of excel-
lence. his character was beyond 
reproach; he was a praying man; 
he displayed great courage in the 
face of opposition; he had a deep 
concern for his people, exhibited 
by his insight, tact, impartial-

ity and decisiveness. he did not 
shirk the responsibility assigned 
to him. his organisational ability, 
demonstrated by his skilful strat-
egy and detailed plans, is a chal-
lenge to every leader. his func-
tion as an administrator included 

the ability to analyse. 
he expressed appre-
ciation when it was in 
order. he dealt with 
problems quietly be-
fore they became se-
vere. he was capable 
of inspiring his people 
to great heights. he 

knew what he wanted to do, who 
was to do it and when. Effective 
leadership brings increased effi-
ciency in the execution of the task 
as well as greater happiness and 
harmony to the team.

Apart from the brotherly af-
fection of the apostles for the 
churches they had founded, 
there seems to be little authority 
for them at the level of the local 
churches. Surely, the people are 
directed to respect and submit 
to those who laboured among 
them and served them in the Lord 
(1Cor.16:16;heb.13:17). But the 
interest is not in their authority 
as such, but in their roles as they 
cared for the people. the craze for 
power within the church struc-
tures emerged later.

Leaders are essential for the 
right ordering of the community, 
for drawing out the spiritual 

Effective leadership 
brings increased 
efficiency in the 

execution of the task 
as well as greater 

happiness and 
harmony to the team.
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gifts of individual believers and 
to nurture people under the 
headship of Jesus. their job is to 
equip the saints and to build up 
the body (eph.4:11-12). Leaders 
are servants to the rest of the body 
to empower them for their service 
in the church and the world. 
Leaders are the gift 
of god to the church, 
identified by the 
church, for the church. 
the call to leadership 
in the church comes 
from god through the 
church. it was centuries later in 
AD 1863 that this principle, which 
god instituted for his people, 
was defined by the US President 
Abraham Lincoln at gettysburg 
as democracy: “government of 
the people, by the people, for 
the people.” Christian ‘leaders’ 
have made a mess of the system, 
instituted by god. We have so 
disfigured the system that it is 
difficult to trace its roots and its 
original shape. it is for Christians 
to get back to where we started 

and demonstrate how democracy 
can work, for the world to 
emulate!

Conclusion

the basic truths of Scripture, 
like milk, help new Christians 
to thrive and grow (1Pet.2:23). 

Believers who have 
had time to digest 
and understand the 
basics should move 
on to investigate other 
biblical concepts 

to have spiritual maturity, 
discernment, godly wisdom and 
the ability to communicate these 
truths to others. feeding only 
on spiritual milk is not in our 
best interest. god has joined the 
church with democracy. What 
god has joined, let no man put 
asunder.
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Leaders are servants to 
the rest of the body to 
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Degree   Requirement Duration Medium 
M.Div. B. th. 2 years english
M.Div.  Any bachelor 

degree
3 years english

B.th. Xii 3 years english/hindi/
Marathi

B.th. X 4 years english/hindi/
Marathi

Diploma 
Course      

X/Xii 2 years english/hindi/
Marathi

Certificate 
Course   

X attempted 1 year english/hindi/
Marathi

Special Features  
 Qualified faculty <> Well furnished Library <> Field Exposure and 

Practical Training <> Large Campus with adequate infrastructural facilities 
<> M. Div and B.Th. courses are also offered through extension <> Partial 

Scholarships for deserving candidates.

Academic Year begins in June. Admission Started  
For Application, Prospectus and details, write to the Registrar,  

with MO for Rs. 100/-.   
Contact No: 9822924564, 8408812162

Missionary Children Education
Students will be admitted in Minerva Stewart Home (Boarding school/

Hostel) from Nursery to Tenth. Scholarship will be provided for the deserving 
candidates. For more details kindly contact the Director.

YAVATMAL COLLEGE FOR  
LEADERSHIP TRAINING

Seminary Compound Yavatmal 445001 M.S. 
Ph. 07232-244401, 244597, Website: www.yclt.org.in  

Email. director_yclt@yahoo.com, registrar_yclt@rediffmail.com

Seminary for Training Missionaries and Pastors
(Affiliated to IIICS)
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TEN CAUSES OF  
BACKSLIDING PART - 1

There are slow leakages of grace, almost unnoticeable  
inroads of temptation.

throughout the Scriptures 
we are taught about 
the infinite frailty and 

weakness of men; and even 
the best of men are set forth as 
having no strength of their own. 
Abraham said he was “but dust 
and ashes.” isaiah said, “We all do 
fade as a leaf.” Job said, “i abhor 
myself.” Paul said, “i am less than 
the least of all saints.” And Jesus 
said, “Without Me you can do 
nothing.” All strength must be 
imparted to the soul from god.

on one side, there are many 
who have wandered from god, 
who do not have the humility or 
the fullness of light to understand 
or confess it. And on another 
side, millions of god’s children 
have been painfully conscious of 
shortcomings – backslidings of 
greater or less extent. there is no 
degree of grace which may not be 
lost. this is also consistent with 
the doctrine so clearly taught 
in many Scriptures, that a saint 
can feel assured of his ultimate 
salvation. Paul says, “Let him who 
thinks he stands take heed lest 

GEORGE DOUGLAS WATSON he fall” (1Cor.10:12). the original 
(KJV) puts it as, “Let him who 
assuredly stands take heed”; that 
is, let the most advanced believer, 
who has the fullest assurance of 
faith, take heed lest he should 
fail.

Wanderings of the heart from 
god are almost unnoticeable at 
first. There are slow degrees of 
the leakage of grace, almost un-
noticeable inroads of temptation. 
the Devil slips in in soft, silent 
ways and through unguarded 
paths, and in such a heavenly 
garment, that before the soul is 
aware, he has virtually captured 
the weapon room of the heart. A 
little spiritual laziness and a little 
toning down of self-sacrifice are 
like the coming of grey hairs. the 
Bible speaks of a certain one who 
had “grey hairs ... sprinkled on 
him, yet he does not know [it].” 
1. Looking On Forbidden 

Things

Wanderings from god often 
begin by looking on forbidden 
objects. the eye is allowed to 
rest too long upon an object of 
temptation. through the eye, 
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the thoughts take hold upon the 
object. this stirs up strong and 
unlawful desires. this weakens 
the will, and the outcome is sin in 
greater or lesser degree. Such was 
the case of eve, who stood looking 
on the forbidden fruit, when god 
told her not to eat it. this was the 
case of David, who was gazing 
from the top of the palace. this 
is the art that Satan tried on 
Jesus, when he spread before his 
mental vision all the kingdoms of 
the earth and all their glory in one 
impressive display of worldwide 
sovereignty and splendour. But 
Jesus instantly turned his mental 
eye from the beautiful vision and 
fixed it on His coming cross. This 
is the best cure for all fascinating 
and tempting visions – to get in 
the mind the precious blood of 
Jesus. The sight of Christ crucified 
is the cure for unholy mental 
pictures.
2. Self-management

Another cause of heart 
wanderings is self-management 
and attempting to take our affairs 
in our own hands – trying to 
help the Lord in his handling 
of our case in times of trouble 
and distress. We will have to 
go through many soul crises. 
these crises will come to us in 
social life, in business, in church 
relations, in health, and in lines 
of duty. Many of them cannot 
be avoided. they are in the very 

nature of things in this world, 
and when they come, our human 
spirits are so eager for the speedy 
and premature result that they 
accept an unlawful deliverance. 
And we are so tempted to think 
that god has forgotten us, or that 
He is too slow, that we take affairs 
into our own hands. this was the 
case of Rebekah and Jacob, who 
thought that they surely must 
manufacture a lie and deceive 
isaac with the goatskin, in order 
to secure the fulfilment of an 
infallible promise from god; but 
their self-management brought 
sad separation and years of 
sorrow. this was the case with 
King Saul, who thought that 
Samuel was so long in reaching 
his appointment that he must 
play the part of the priest and 
offer sacrifice; and from that hour 
he began wandering from god. 
this was the case with uzza, who 
thought, when the oxen stumbled, 
he must surely put forth his hand 
and assist the Lord in caring for 
the ark.

A feeling of self-importance 
has led many a soul into spiritual 
bondage. it is so easy even for 
spiritual men to get the impression 
that they must manage the work 
of god; that they are responsible 
in great revivals for keeping their 
little fingers on the safety-valves, 
and keeping divine fire within 
the limit of their own wisdom. 
Spiritual power is lost in the 
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attempt to manage the kingdom. 
Self-management, in some form 
or other, is the starting point of 
many a decline in grace. 
3. Taking Undue Liberties

Another cause of the loss of 
grace is taking undue liberties 
with innocent things. there are 
many things which in themselves 
are natural and innocent, and 
inseparable from our earthly 
life; but if undue liberties are 
indulged in with them, they 
become stepping-stones to 
inward, and often outward, sin. 
especially is this true in the social 
life. We must mingle in society, 
and there are social alliances 
and personal friendships and 
mutual attractions of mind and 
personal manners which are a 
part of the constitution of our 
nature; but along these lines 
of personal appeal and social 
attractions there needs to be the 
firmest carefulness, the most 
rigid determination, against all 
undue familiarity and against 
all excess of friendly feeling. in 
tens of thousands of cases, an 
improper caress, a fondling in 
hand-shaking, an imprudent kiss, 
has formed the slippery slide to 
sin and to many a heart-breaking 
sorrow. 

Similarly, undue liberties are 
often taken in wit and sarcasm, 
a punning and joking which has 
degenerated from innocence 

into wounding, or cutting, or 
snubbing, and painful nurturing 
of ill-will. Many a lawsuit, many a 
family quarrel, many a separation 
of friends, many a living hell, has 
been the outcome of what started 
as innocent looking pleasantry. 

this same truth applies to 
lines of business and in various 
directions. in order to maintain 
the highest liberty in innocence 
and pure love and courtesy and 
friendship, there must be a guard 
against letting liberty degenerate 
into licence. one inch of licence 
will destroy a mile of liberty. 

4. Self-confidence

Another cause of backsliding 
is self-confidence, or leaning on 
natural or acquired strength. 
the soul which has been highly 
favoured of god, or is possessed 
with strong natural traits, will 
instinctively lean upon itself, until 
it has been thoroughly broken. 
this was the case with Peter, who 
was so confident of the inherent 
largeness of his character that he 
vowed that though all the others 
should forsake Christ, he would 
never forsake him. 

Young converts in their first 
love make exaggerated claims of 
heroism; and often, in the first 
glow of power, the human mind 
will fancy itself quite strong. 
it takes many a lesson to drill 
into us the reality of our utter 
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nothingness. Self-confidence 
has so many forms to it. Like the 
atmosphere, it adapts itself to all 
zones and seasons of human life. 
Christians often unconsciously 
put confidence in their experience, 
instead of leaning only on the holy 
Spirit, who makes the experience. 
the Lord warned the Jews that 
when they entered the land of 
Canaan, and ate and became full, 
that they were to beware, lest 
they should forget the Lord. A full 
stomach has poor memory. 

this teaches us that even in the 
Canaan life we are not to depend 
upon our experience. if we do, we 
shall lose it. Soul whiteness is like 
a snowflake - if you lean on it, it 
dissolves. Because we have been 
endowed with grace, strength, 
wisdom, or some success, it is no 
guarantee that these endowments 
will continue unless we depend 
wholly on the source from which 
they flow. 
5. Being Spoiled By Earthly 

Kindness

Another cause of spiritual 
weakness is that of being spoiled 
by earthly kindness. Just as 
millions of children go astray 
through false kindness and 
lack of correction, thousands of 
Christians are ruined in their 
spiritual life by an excess of 
popularity and earthly kindness. 

this is particularly true of 
preachers more than any other 

class. if they have some talent 
and success, and good evidence 
of grace, they will inevitably have 
many friends. these friends will 
manifest their love, some wisely, 
and some unwisely. in many 
cases, preachers are flattered 
and praised and receive presents 
until their grace is gone and their 
common sense as well. they are 
tempted to regard themselves 
as public pets; to accept gifts on 
birthdays and wedding days; to 
have every want anticipated; to be 
complimented on every sermon, 
or every prayer; to be invited to 
parties and special occasions, 
until they degenerate into soft 
sentimental poetical show pieces 
of the church, not only unfit to lead 
souls to god, but, like Agag did to 
Saul, lead souls down to hell. 

Many a preacher, who was a 
poor farmer boy or a factory 
worker when first converted, and 
who began his Christian life with a 
heavenly fibre in his soul, has the 
velvet and perfumed road walk 
into a spiritual desert without 
realising it. Paul and Wesley both 
declare against softness of life as 
a cause of soul-ruin. 
Adapted from “Beauty for Ashes” 
(1896)

George Douglas Watson 

(1845–1924) was a 
preacher and writer in 

USA known for his godly 
life 
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DUPLICATE GOSPEL
Most of today’s preaching invites you to enter through the 

wide gate, and it leads only to ‘destruction’.

Recently i received a post 
on my phone quoting 
Matthew 1:21. it said, 

“You shall call his name Jesus, for 
he will save his people.” the last 
portion of that verse, which says 
‘from their sins’, was omitted. i 
was concerned and wondered 
why? Very clearly there is an 
effort from the Enemy to disfigure 
the true gospel, so that the truth 
of the Gospel may not reach 
people, thus preventing them 
from being saved from their sins. 
this is one of the most dangerous 
deceptions.

the apostle Paul was very 
concerned about the believers 
in galatia turning to ‘another 
gospel’. they had believed in 
Jesus through Paul’s preaching. 
But, some people who wanted 
to pervert the gospel (gal.1:6-
10) preached ‘another gospel’ to 
them. the galatian church was 
‘bewitched’ and Paul called them 
‘foolish’ (gal.3:1). they were not 
obeying the truth, because of 
‘false brethren secretly brought 
in, by stealth’. Paul and his 
companions did not yield to them 
even for an hour, so that the truth 

LILY ABRAHAM of the Gospel might continue with 
them!

he goes on to say that if 
anyone, even an angel, preaches 
‘another gospel’ other than the 
one preached to them, let him 
be accursed. in verse 6, he says, 
“i marvel that you are turning 
so soon from him who called 
you in the grace of Christ to a 
different gospel.” A study of the 
epistle to the galatians reveals 
that they were being compelled 
to be circumcised and taught 
that, without circumcision, they 
would not be saved. they were 
seeking to be saved by the law. 
the whole epistle to the galatians 
is born out of Paul’s concern for 
the purity and the truth of the 
Gospel. He affirms that the Gospel 
he preached was not according 
to men, but that it came through 
the revelation of Jesus Christ 
(Gal.1:12), thus confirming the 
purity of the gospel he was 
preaching!

What about it today? is the 
gospel that is being preached 
today, for the most part, the same 
as the one that Paul received 
and preached, or is it ‘another 
gospel’?
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What Is The True Gospel?

in 1 Corinthians 15 we get a 
clear definition of the Gospel 
Paul was preaching. he says: “… i 
declare to you the gospel which i 
preached to you, which also you 
received and in which you stand, 
by which also you are saved … that 
Christ died for our sins according 
to the Scriptures and that he was 
buried, and that he rose again 
the third day according to the 
Scriptures and that he was seen 
by Cephas, then by the twelve” 
(1Cor.15:1-5).

the true gospel saves people 
from their sins. for this to 
happen, they have to believe and 
acknowledge three facts, namely, 
1) that Christ died for ‘my’ sins, 
thus acknowledging that ‘i’ was 
a sinner and ‘i’ need a saviour; 2) 
that he was buried; and 3) that 
he rose again the third day.

“genuine salvation is coming 
to the end of yourself completely 
and entirely and trusting all that 
you are and all that you have, to 
all that he is.”

how many church-goers today 
have heard this saving gospel? 
how many have acknowledged 
that Jesus died for their sins and 
received forgiveness of their 
sins? A large number of them 
are following Jesus because of 
a healing they or their family 
members received, or because of 
a miracle that they experienced or 

witnessed! A miracle or a healing 
could be the starting point in a 
person’s salvation. But they need 
to be led from a healing, miracle-
working Jesus to the saving Jesus. 
they need to be born of the holy 
Spirit of god to enter the kingdom 
of god. But many of them are not 
saved and they don’t even know 
that.

The Mixed Crowd

there is a mixed crowd in the 
church, just like the mixed crowd 
who accompanied the children 
of israel, when they left egypt 
(exo.12:38). “now the mixed 
crowd, who were among them, 
yielded to intense cravings, so the 
children of israel also wept again 
and said, ‘Who will give us meat 
to eat?’” (num.11:4). the mixed 
crowd influenced God’s people 
to grumble and murmur against 
god. it is such a group that Jude 
calls the ‘ungodly’. he says, 
they have crept into the church 
unnoticed, among the called. this 
means that they did not come in 
through the one who said, “i am 
the door.” Jesus has taught about 
the “thief and the robber who 
does not enter through the door, 
but climbs up some other way” 
(Jn.10:1). they are surely marked 
out for condemnation (Jude4). 
Jude is exhorting us to contend 
earnestly for the faith which was 
delivered to the saints once for all, 
implying that no one has the right 
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to alter the truth of our faith! he 
goes on to narrate the things these 
ungodly people do. they turn the 
grace of our god into a licence for 
sexual immorality. they also deny 
(by their deeds) the only Lord 
god and our Lord Jesus Christ. 
they say, “Let us continue in sin 
that grace may abound.”

for these people, Christ who 
is the Lord of lords and King of 
kings is a mere miracle-working 
magician, an instant healer, or a 
prospering god who can grant 
the desires of unregenerate, 
lustful hearts! Jesus heals, he 
does miracles, he can make 
you prosperous, but he is much 
more. he is the one, 
the only one, who 
can save people from 
their sins. he can do 
all the other things 
by just one word; 
he did not need to die on the 
cruel cross for that. the one and 
only reason why he died on the 
cross was to save you and me 
from our sins. that is exactly 
the message today’s duplicate 
gospel is hiding from people! 
these false teachers encourage 
people to seek health, wealth, 
money, possessions, name and 
fame, here on earth. those who 
are seeking after miracles, signs 
and prosperity are suitable 
prey for the antichrist because 

“the coming of the lawless one 
is according to the working of 
Satan with all power, signs and 
lying wonders…”(2 thess.2:9).

Another post i received says, “...
it is impossible for a born-again 
person to walk in penury. the 
Christian is an heir of god, and 
a joint heir with Christ. All the 
wealth in the world belongs to 
you. once you accept this truth in 
your spirit and allow it to domi-
nate your thinking, it will give 
you a new mind-set. it will be  
impossible for you to walk in 
lack.” the Bible does not teach us 
that our minds should be occu-
pied with thoughts about wealth. 

Jesus taught us to seek 
his kingdom and his 
righteousness.

A gospel without 
the mention of the 

word ‘sin’ is not the gospel at all! 
Most of today’s preaching gives 
invitations to enter through the 
wide gate, and it can take you only 
to one destination: ‘destruction’.

the tablet type gospel being 
preached today is not the 
complete gospel. the apostle 
Paul stayed in Corinth for one 
and a half years after preaching 
the gospel, to root the people 
in the doctrines (Acts 18:11)! 
Acts 15:35 tells that Paul and 
Barnabas remained in Antioch 

A gospel without the 
mention of the word 
‘sin’ is not the Gospel 

at all! 
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teaching and preaching the word 
of the Lord. in Acts 15:36, Paul 
wanted to go back to the cities 
where he had preached the word 
and see how the churches were 
progressing!

Paul was worried about the 
Corinthians being deceived by the 
serpent which deceived eve. “for 
i am jealous for you with godly 
jealousy. for i have betrothed 
you to one husband that i may 
present you as a chaste virgin to 
Christ. for i fear lest somehow, 
as the serpent deceived eve by 
his craftiness, so your mind may 
be corrupted from the simplicity 
that is in Christ,” because there 
were those who preached 
another Jesus, and a different 
gospel, offering a different spirit 
(2Cor.11:2-4).

the deception that Jesus and 
his apostles warned against is 
running its course, big time, in full 
scale today! Who is contending 
for the faith? our consolation 
seems to be that, after all, they are 
calling up on Jesus. the question 
is, which Jesus?

today we want miracles - 
left, right and centre. “expect 
a miracle today” is the mantra, 
which is heard in many meetings! 
the simple things in life have lost 
their lustre! is the healing of a sick 
person a greater miracle than the 

germination of a plant from the 
seed, or the growth of a small plant 
into a tree? Where were all those 
branches and leaves hiding in the 
seed? What about the growth of 
a sweet-smelling flower from a 
thorny plant, or the daily rising 
and setting of the sun?

in the messianic prophecy of 
isaiah 53, the words ‘sin and 
iniquity’ are used nine times. 
Yet a ‘gospel’ devoid of that 
all-important word is being 
preached! it is to save us from 
our sins that Jesus died. “for he 
was cut off from the land of the 
living, for the transgressions of 
My people”! (isa.53:8).

the problem in the galatian 
church was that they were adding 
to the gospel. today, our problem 
is that we are taking away from 
the gospel. Both are equally 
detestable to the Lord.

Paul tells in galatians 5:7, that 
though they began well, they 
were hindered from obeying the 
truth. in verse 8 he says, “this 
persuasion does not come from 
him who called you.” he warns 
in verse 9 that “a little leaven 
leavens the whole lump.”

Are we not in the leavened state 
today? The church is filled with 
people with selfish ambitions, 
envy, contentions and other 
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works of the flesh. Paul affirms in 
1 Corinthians 6:9 that 
those who practise 
such things will not 
inherit the kingdom of 
god. if this is not the 
spirit of the Antichrist, 
what is it? We use the 
pet term ‘tolerance’ to 
justify sin in the church! People 
are lulled into believing that 
they are on their way to heaven, 
when they are actually preparing 
to be fuel for hell! Since the 
people are ignorant of the Bible, 
the preachers of the ‘prosperity 
gospel’ have a field day. According 

to an ex-member of such a church, 
“the pastor prospered, 
not us.”

Jesus is coming back 
for a bride without any 
spot or blemish. Let 
us wake up from this 
sleepy sluggishness! 
Let us be an army of 

‘the Called’ who contend earnestly 
for the faith!

Lily Abraham  
lives in Mumbai. She 

enjoys leading groups in 
Inductive Bible Study.

People are lulled into 
believing that they are 

on their way to heaven, 
when they are actually 
preparing to be fuel for 

hell!
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ANGRY WORDS FROM  
JESUS, MEEK AND GENTLE!

The most scathing indictment of hypocrisy in the Bible.

Jesus is known as meek 
and gentle. the words that 
came out of his mouth 

were normally of blessings or 
wise advice for his hearers. even 
when he was subjected to severe 
persecution and abuse, he kept 
his peace and was silent as a 
lamb. however, Matthew 23:13-
39 contains some of the harshest 
words spoken by Jesus, our Lord, 
while he lived on earth in the 
human form. A. t.  Robertson called 
this passage the “rolling thunder 
of Christ’s wrath.” Plummer calls 
these seven ‘woes’ contained 
in this passage as “thunder in 
its unanswerable severity and 
as lightning in their unsparing 
exposure… they illuminate as 
they strike.” these harsh words 
of wrath are addressed to a group 
of highly religious people known 
as scribes and Pharisees among 
the Jews who were themselves 
known as god’s people.

Let us briefly examine who 
these scribes and Pharisees were 
and their backgrounds. After the 
return of israel from the exile 
under the leadership of ezra 

K. P. LUKE VAIDHYAN and nehemiah, there came a day 
when ezra the priest discovered 
the book of the Law and read it 
out to the people (neh.8:1-8).
What happened thereafter was a 
great revival, a re-dedication of 
the entire people to the Law of 
god. the study of the law became 
the greatest profession, then 
onwards. the interpretation of 
the Law was assigned to a group 
of learned men from the great 
Synagogue of Scribes. it was their 
task to study and interpret the 
Law of Moses.

in the course of time, the 
labours of these scribes produced 
a great mass of literature. By the 
time they finished the task they 
had produced 50 volumes of 
regulations. the ridiculous extent 
to which these interpretations 
went can be illustrated in relation 
to the Sabbath Law. they laid down 
the number of paces a man could 
walk on a Sabbath day without 
breaking the law. they laid down 
in great details what a man might 
do and what he might not do on a 
Sabbath day. in this process, the 
burden of the law on the people 
increased tremendously making 
it extremely difficult to practice.
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the Pharisees on the other 
hand had a later origin. if the 
scribes originated in 450BC, the 
emergence of Pharisees took 
place in the second century BC. 
the Pharisees originated as a 
reaction to the acts of Antiochus 
epiphanes of Syria to stamp out 
Judaism from its land of origin. 
the name Pharisee means ‘the 
separated ones’. they were men 
who dedicated their whole life 
to the careful and meticulous 
observance of every rule and 
revelation which the scribes had 
earlier worked out. their life was 
dedicated to lifelong observance 
of the most elaborate ceremonial 
and legal form. Pharisees were not 
large in number– perhaps there 
were about 6000 at the time of 
our Lord. With this background it 
is easy to understand what Jesus 
was trying to tell these people 
who were considered as the 
teachers of the Law.  Jesus does not 
mince words in condemning the 
outward show of  religious fervour 
without following its substance. 
Above all, he was condemning 
their hypocrisy which was the 
thing he detested the most. the 
condemnation of the scribes and 
Pharisees contained in the seven 
woes uttered by Jesus is perhaps 
the most scathing indictment of 
hypocrisy in the Bible.

First Woe

in Mathew 23:13, the Lord says, 
“Woe to you teachers of the law 

and Pharisees, you hypocrites.
You shut the kingdom of heaven 
in men’s faces. You yourselves do 
not enter nor will you let those 
enter who are trying to.” By pre-
scribing burdensome regulations 
to be observed they were mak-
ing it impossible for the ordinary 
people to practice religion in a 
meaningful way.

Second Woe

in verse 15 he says, “Woe to you 
teachers of the law and Pharisees, 
you hypocrites. You travel over 
land and sea to win a single con-
vert and when he becomes one 
you make him twice as much a son 
of hell as you are.” even in Christi-
anity we find people with religious 
fervour trying to convert from one 
denomination to another, instead 
of making them better followers 
of Christ. the Lord’s description 
of the Pharisee will apply to such 
Christians as well.

Third Woe

Jesus describes these people 
as blind guides (vv.16-22). they 
practiced the science of evasion. 
they went to ridiculous extents in 
practicing evasion. for example, 
an oath by the temple is not 
binding. But an oath by the gold 
of the temple is binding. Jesus 
ridicules the whole practice. 
for him the binding principle is 
that god hears every word we 
utter and sees every intention 
of our hearts and there is no 
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question of evasion, excuses or 
deceitfulness.

Fourth Woe

here Jesus is condemning the 
observance of the letter of the 
law but not its spirit (vv.23,24).
Mint, dill and cumin are little 
spices of the kitchen garden used 
in very small quantities. Yet, the 
Pharisees went to a great extent 
in observing tithes on these small 
herbs but left out the weightier 
things like justice mercy and 
faithfulness.

Fifth Woe

the Lord criticises their 
hypocrisy again (vv.25,26). they 
clean the outside of the cup and 
plates but inside they are full of 
evil. he tells them to cleanse the 
inside of the cup/plate first. Then 
it will be clean outside as well. 
instead of getting worked up with 
regard to trifles, they ought to be 
concerned about the important 
values of life.

Sixth Woe

this is yet another way of 
saying the same thing (vv.27,28). 
the outside of the tombs are 
white washed and made beautiful 
but inside it’s all horribly dirty. 
the Pharisees appear wonderful 
outside but inside they were 
horribly wretched.

Seventh Woe
here the Lord is reminding 

them of the trait of violence and 
murder running in their blood 
(vv.29-36). from the blood of Abel 
to the blood of Zachariah who was 
stoned to death in the temple court 
they are answerable for the murder 
of countless saints, prophets and 
men of  god. the Lord is taunting 
them to complete the sins of their 
fathers by continuing on the 
same trail. Perhaps, he was fore-
seeing his own condemnation by 
the crowd when they cried out, 
“Crucify him, Crucify him” before 
Pontius Pilate.

the Lord ends his teaching 
not in anger but in sorrow. “oh  
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kill the 
prophets and stone those sent to 
you, how often i have longed to 
gather your children together as 
a hen gathers her chicks under 
her wings, but you were not will-
ing.” the seven woes uttered by 
Jesus were not just expressions of 
wrath, but spoken in grief with a 
strong desire to bring them to re-
pentance and redemption. these 
woeful words are not just meant 
for the scribes and Pharisees of 
old, but meant for each one of 
us who practice religiosity as 
against spirituality, who make an 
outward show of piety without 
the cleansing of their hearts.

K. P. Luke Vydhian  
retired as General Manager, 

Telecom, Karnataka, and 
lives in Bangalore.
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WHEN GOD FELT  
FORSAKEN BY GOD!

The cross is indeed the best revelation of God’s nature and 
character! 

the Judeo-Christian world 
view adorns man with 
the greatest imaginable 

dignity in its assertion that he is 
created in the image of god. Man 
was indeed the primary purpose 
of all creation. Creation wasn’t 
complete until man was created 
on the sixth day.

When we study genesis 1, we 
see that after each of his creation, 
“god saw that it was good.” But an 
overall certification over all that 
he had made was given only after 
the creation of man – “god saw 
all that he had made, and it was 
very good” (gen.1:31). Precisely, 
without man, creation would 
largely be incomplete.

the 20th century essayist and 
thinker, D.h. Lawrence famously 
wrote, “Man is the mistake of 
creation.” As Christians, we would 
beg to differ. It’s quite the contrary. 
Man is rather the masterpiece of 
all creation, moulded into god’s 
own likeness.

So, why did god create man with 
such unparalleled splendour? 

ASHER JOHN Alarmed by this wonderful 
paradox, the psalmist cried out 
long ago,
“When i consider Your heavens, 
the work of Your fingers, 
the moon and the stars, 
which You have set in place, 
what is mankind that You are 
mindful of them, 
human beings that You care for 
them? 
You have made them a little 
lower than the angels 
and crowned them with glory 
and honour” (Psa.8:3-5).

But despite being bestowed 
with such glory, man sinned. he 
tarnished the image of god vested 
upon him. And since Adam, all 
have sinned and fallen short of 
the glory of god (Rom.3:23).
Sin alienated man from god. he 
would no longer walk with god in 
the cool of the garden.

Let me share something from 
my imagination. When man 
broke the command of god and 
reached out for the forbidden 
fruit, heaven looked down in great 
anticipation. there was a great 
meeting in heaven. the triune 
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god put forth a master plan, as 
the Son readily agreed to pay 
the price for man’s redemption. 
Christ decided to give himself up 
(cf.eph5:2). With that decision 
made, god in the very garden of 
Eden made the first mention of 
Christ’s redemptive work, “the 
seed of the woman shall crush 
the head of the serpent.” god had 
laid out the sketch of His salvific 
purpose, so that god himself 
will step down as the ‘seed of a 
woman’. in other words, man’s 
lust to become God in the garden 
of Eden, resulted in God becoming 
man in the manger at Bethlehem. 
What a wonderful love! Christ 
gave himself up!

Giving Oneself Up!

What does giving oneself up 
mean? When and why would 
one give his own self? Well, if we 
consider this closely, a person 
will give himself up, or his own 
life, for something or someone 
that he loves beyond himself. in 
the past, men have readily given 
their lives for a cause/belief that 
they loved and cherished beyond 
themselves. Freedom fighters 
have given themselves up for the 
country, for they loved their land 
and its freedom more than them-
selves. So precisely, by giving him-
self up, Christ loved us beyond 
himself! the cross was indeed 

the loftiest expression of selfless 
love. it was god’s loudest procla-
mation to the world – “i love you.” 
i remember once watching the 
famed atheist of our times, Rich-
ard Dawkins, mock the death of 
Christ, saying in essence, “Why 
did god kill himself to redeem 
mankind? if he is indeed om-
nipotent, then he could certainly 
choose some better way!”

oh yes, Mr. Dawkins, god could 
certainly have employed some 
other means to redeem man. But 
in dying for us on the cross, he 
chose the most expensive way! 
it’s because He gave Himself as 
the price of our redemption that 
we are eternally indebted to the 
wonderful love of god. hence we 
sing,

“Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my 
all.”

no other religion except 
Christianity is built upon the 
supreme ethic of love. this is 
exactly what Paul underlined in 
Romans 5:3, “god demonstrates 
his own love for us in this: while 
we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us.”

We are wholly bound together 
with god in love. he loved us 
first, and therefore we love Him. 
Since the cross was the price of 
our redemption, we are re-united 
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to god in an inseparable love. We 
often call death as a separation, 
but even death cannot separate 
us from the glorious love that 
god manifested on the cross. 
that’s exactly what Paul claimed, 
“for i am convinced that neither 
death nor life, neither angels 
nor demons, neither the present 
nor the future, nor any powers, 
neither height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from 
the love of god that is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord” (Rom.8:38,39). 
even in eternity, we aren’t beyond 
god’s love.

The Cross Reveals God’s Nature

Anselm’s ontological argument 
still remains one the most 
formidable theistic arguments 
in academia. Anselm called 
god as the ‘maximally great 
being’. in other words, god is 
the ‘greatest conceivable being’ 
or the ‘highest good’. A crucial 
personality feature of the theistic 
god is the attribute of perfect 
goodness, or omnibenevolence. As 
Anselm saw, God is by definition 
the greatest conceivable being 
and therefore the highest 
good. indeed, he is not merely 
perfectly good; he is the locus 
and paradigm of moral value. 
Anselm’s idea perfectly coheres 
with the Christian notion of god 

revealed in the person of Jesus 
Christ. god should exhibit every 
good attribute maximally. if 
humbleness is a good attribute, 
then god should be maximally 
humble. if obedience and 
submission are good attributes, 
then god should possess these 
qualities maximally. 

We read in Philippians 2:7-8, 
“he made himself nothing by 
taking the very nature of a servant, 
being made in human likeness. 
And being found in appearance 
as a man, he humbled himself 
by becoming obedient to death- 
even death on a cross!” Also in 
hebrews 5:8, “Son though he 
was, he learned obedience from 
what He suffered”

further, if love is a good 
attribute, then god should indeed 
be a source of selfless love in a 
maximal manner; and where 
else, apart from the cross of 
Christ would one see a greater 
fountain of self-sacrificing love? 
And thus, the Bible says, “no one 
has ever seen god, but the one 
and only Son, who is himself 
god and is in closest relationship 
with the father, has made Him 
known”(Jn.1:18).

hence, the Christian revelation 
of god through Christ Jesus 
is perfectly coherent to the 
very idea of god. it’s perfectly 
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credible to say that god indeed 
chose to redeem mankind by 
means of Christ’s humiliating 
death, thereby manifesting his 
incomprehensible love towards 
humanity. 

the opening sentence of Dr 
Bruce Shelly’s Church History 
in Plain Language is quite an 
intriguing fact – “Christianity is 
the only major religion to have as 
its central event the humiliation 
of its God.” therefore, the cross 
is indeed the best revelation of 
god’s nature and character!

But How Could God Die?

this is a question that i have 
often encountered from atheists 
and non-Christian friends. they 
argue that since Christianity 
claims god to be an immortal 
being, it seems incoherent that 
he could actually die. exactly, 
and that’s exactly why he 
became man. the Bible says, 
“Because god’s children are 
human beings - made of flesh and 
blood - the Son also became flesh 
and blood. For only as a human 
being could He die, and only by 
dying could he break the power 
of the devil, who had the power 
of death” (heb.2:14, nLt). And 
again, “for this reason he had to 
be made like them, fully human in 
every way, in order that he might 
become a merciful and faithful 
high priest in service to god, and 

that He might make atonement for 
the sins of the people.”(v17, nLt)

So, as the verse says, ‘only as a 
human being could he die’. that’s 
why god became man. Verse 17 
goes a bit further to claim that the 
incarnation was also necessary 
so that Christ could become a 
‘merciful and faithful High Priest 
in service to God’. in other words, 
Christ is our Mediator before 
god because he readily became 
like one among us, taking human 
form. A mediator between any 
two parties should be one who 
sympathises with both concerned, 
and there should indeed be 
no bias in him. therefore, the 
mediator between man and God 
had to be man and God at the 
same time. Since Christ is wholly 
god and wholly man, he is our 
mediator before god. “…there is 
one Mediator between God and 
men, the Man Christ Jesus” (1 tim. 
2:5 eSV).

So whenever a person enquires 
of us whether the death of Christ 
betrays the idea that god is 
immortal, the answer is a blatant, 
‘no’. Jesus cried out from the 
cross before he gave up his life, 
“father, into Your hands i commit 
My spirit.” What actually died on 
the cross was the bodily form of 
Christ. one shouldn’t suppose 
that the second in trinity was 
dead for those three days! his 
human body, which he himself 
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took to die, lay dead. Christ had 
foretold, concerning his human 
body, “Destroy this temple, and I 
will raise it again in three days” 
(Jn.2:19). the ‘temple he had 
spoken of was his body.’ So Jesus 
died in his bodily form, and 
the resurrection too was in his 
physical form.

The Irony Of The Cross

We often overlook the great 
irony and the mystifying wonder 
of the cross. g.K. Chesterton, 
referred to as ‘the prince of 
paradox’, brilliantly captured this 
lofty paradox in his signature 

work Orthodoxy, “When the world 
shook and the sun was wiped 
out of heaven, it was not at the 
crucifixion, but at the cry from 
the cross: the cry which confessed 
that god was forsaken of god.”

the more closely we look at 
the cross, the more lofty and 
mysterious it appears! the irony 
was great, if not the greatest in 
history, when God felt forsaken by 
God.

Asher John  
is a third year Science 

student in Ruparel College, 
Mumbai, and a member of 
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You feel called to go to unreached places, people groups,
Muslim nations?

Jesus said, The harvest is plentiful but the labourers are few (Luke 10:2)
He said, Be My witnesses … even to the uttermost parts of the world (Acts 1:8)
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THE MINISTRY OF  
A HOUSEWIFE

The beautiful combination of hard-work and wisdom is 
seen in this excellent woman.

Don’t simply be a 
housewife; you need 
to do something, like 

reading the Bible!” that was the 
free counsel given to my wife by 
a lady who visited our church 
recently. 

there were several assump-
tions made by someone who was 
meeting her for the very first 
time. first of all, she assumed 
that being a housewife was 
somehow synonymous to being 
idle. of course, my wife was not 
going to defend herself by giving 
a detailed reply, “hey, i do read 
the Bible a few hours a day, plus 
i teach my kids myself instead of 
dumping them with multiple tu-
ition teachers, plus i cook food 
and not order pizzas every eve-
ning, plus i’m a preacher’s wife, 
plus...” or something of that sort. 
that would have been a com-
pletely useless exercise because 
self-appointed counsellors do not 
expect responses!

Let me use that incident as an 
opportunity to speak on behalf of 
millions of housewives who are 

MANU GEORGE seldom heard and almost never 
appreciated. there are several 
misconceptions surrounding the 
office of a housewife. I would 
like to highlight three of them, 
starting from the one i have 
already mentioned. 
1. Being A Housewife Means 

Being Jobless!

You must be joking! they say 
the hardest job in the planet is 
parenting. Add to that the job 
of a chef, a teacher, a financier, a 
circus ringleader and many more 
as the situation demands. Any 
one of them is considered a full-
time job, but when someone is 
doing them all, she is considered 
jobless?

A cursory glance at how the 
housewives spend their average 
day should make any jaw drop in 
awe and respect. Depending on 
the age of the children this could 
vary, but let us assume the kids 
are in school. getting up late is 
not a luxury – it’s an impossibility. 
Breakfast and packed lunch 
should be ready before the sun 
goes up. once the morning tumult 
is over, the lady cannot simply 
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retire to an easy rest of the day. 
She has to spend time reading the 
word and praying for not only the 
immediate family, but for many 
more. Men do pray, but women 
normally pray a lot more. Does 
that take time and effort? 

if you are not wealthy enough 
to afford a maid, then cleaning 
up the abode is again a full-
time job, not to mention the 
endless dishwashing that brings 
eternity into perspective. then 
as evening approaches, her blood 
pressure also rises. When the 
rest of the world goes home, the 
housewife is waiting to receive 
your tired souls and bodies. 
Without her, you won’t get any 
rest. Children’s home-works plus 
exam preparation, dinner, taking 
care of the other members of the 
household, occasional guests, the 
evening list goes on.... All these 
take physical and emotional 
effort. It’s hard work. One has 
to be arrogant and ignorant to 
consider a housewife as jobless.
2. Being A Housewife Takes 

No Qualification!

Really? What qualifications are 
we talking about? A college de-
gree? in fact you need a lot more 
than that to be a housewife. An 
average student can attain a col-
lege degree in our country, but 
an average mind will certainly 
be stretched way beyond its ca-
pacity by the demands of being a 
housewife. one moment she is a 

teacher and the next one she is in 
the kitchen frying chicken on one 
stove and a nameless curry on the 
other! Does it take any brilliance 
to manage the middle-class bud-
get and, at the same time, keep 
the home running? that’s a Ceo 
without a paycheque.

When we go out to eat, we are 
often vociferous about the taste 
of the mutton biriyani or the size 
of the butter naan. the follow-
ing day life goes on as usual with 
home-made breakfast, lunch, tea 
and dinner. Who has paused to 
be grateful for the sweat behind 
those meals, even once a week? 
even as you read this, housewives 
are silently doing their work, keep-
ing the world moving forward. 
Their qualification is the ability to 
multitask, receive little apprecia-
tion and yet remain cheerful. if it 
sounds easy, then give it a try.  
3. Being A Housewife Is Not A 

Ministry In Itself!

this i think is the worst. 
housewives need to do hospital 
visits or bake cookies for prayer 
meetings in order to be useful 
for the kingdom of god! Well, 
not really. there is much debate 
going on as to what is happening 
with our society. Why is there so 
much man-made evil? Let us take 
a moment to ask, why are there 
so many good hearts and noble  
minds? Yes, it is the grace of god, 
but that grace is imparted not 
only through the pulpits but also 
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through the homemakers who 
spend time with the little ones, 
moulding them to be good human 
beings. Yesterdays housewives 
created today’s kind men, and the 
ministry goes on. 

After hundreds of warnings and 
advice, the book of Proverbs ends 
with an unmatched description of 
a housewife (Pro.31:10-26), who 
is worth far more than rubies. the 
beautiful combination of hard-
work and wisdom is seen in this 
excellent woman. this true noble 
woman of God is not fighting for 
her right to sit with the nobles at 
the city gate, because she knows 
that her ministry is complete in 
itself. it is a calling, more powerful 

indeed than those works that the 
public sees and applauds. 

Hats off to all who labour and 
toil as housewives – we need you, 
more than ever in history. Let us 
take a moment to thank those 
women whom we have not yet 
applauded. it takes much courage 
for the rest of us to turn around 
and look at those faces and humbly 
appreciate these assiduous souls 
– the housewives.
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THE MAKING OF PETER, 
THE DISCIPLE - 2

No disciple of Jesus can settle for any lower goal than  
victory over all sin.

We saw how recognis-
ing our deep sinful-
ness is a key basic 

ingredient of being a disciple of 
Jesus. Jesus welcomes all such 
people to follow him. But when 
we choose to follow him, we are 
making a momentous choice: we 
are following the Creator of the 
universe, the most powerful Be-
ing. But by doing so, we’ve also 
aroused the ferocious hatred of 
the devil. he hates god, and there-
fore hates every child of god. So it 
is natural to expect that the devil 
will seek to persecute all of god’s 
children.

We see this in the parable of the 
soils in Matthew 13. The first soil 
is the road where the seed doesn’t 
even break the surface. they have 
no sense of their own sinfulness 
and are easily ensnared by Satan. 
But the next soil (the rocky soil) 
represents those who receive 
god’s words with joy, but give up 
when faced with affliction.

i want to look at the story of 
Jesus and Peter walking on water, 

SANDEEP POONEN in Matthew 14:22-33, and learn 
some lessons about dealing with 
afflictions in life. The story of 
Jesus walking on the water is a 
parable as much as a miracle. 
there were numerous times 
that Jesus had to cross the Sea of 
galilee, and every other time he 
used the boat. When he walked 
on water, He was not showing off 
his divinity. he was teaching his 
disciples (including us) a spiritual 
lesson.

Battered as a result of 
obeying Jesus. the story begins 
with the disciples getting onto a 
boat on the specific instructions 
of Jesus. But soon after, they were 
battered by the waves and winds 
(Matt.14:24).

Jesus never promises a smooth 
ride in our obedience to him. 
Some Christian books and 
preachers can claim an easy and 
painless Christian life, but that 
simply isn’t true.

our leader in the new Covenant 
is  Jesus. He suffered resistance 
and ridicule, and ultimately a 
painful death. his closest disci-
ples were all severely persecuted 
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too. Daniel escaped the lions and 
Daniel’s three friends escaped 
the fiery furnace, but countless 
Christians were eaten by lions 
and burned at the stake. there 
are definitely stories of miracu-
lous escapes even in the new 
Covenant, but these miracles are 
the exceptions. Most Christians, 
who were put in front of lions or 
in the fiery stake, died!

But there are other kinds of 
storms we also face: difficult 
workplaces, harassment from 
neighbours, rejection from family 
and friends, and so on. And such 
things can feel especially difficult 
where there isn’t an end in sight.

Whether or not we face 
external storms, every one of 
us deal with the storms of sin 
that can batter us. it could be 
unforgiveness towards someone, 
or strong sexual desires, anger, 
jealousy, greed, etc. Any one of 
these can haunt us constantly. 
And no matter how hard we try, 
we are not able to gain consistent 
victory. the word that might best 
summarise our lives could be this 
one: battered!

Jesus walked on top of every 
temptation. The first thing we 
must do to deal with our storms is 
to look at Jesus. We can very often 
be tempted to look at ourselves or 
those around us. But from where 
comes our help? from the Lord 
(Psa.121:1-2)! So, when we’re 

feeling battered by sin, we must 
train our hearts to look to Jesus. 
When we look for him, we will 
find that He is in the storm and 
pointing to a life that walks on top 
of the stormy waters. 

Jesus walked in total victory 
over every storm of sin that 
sought to batter Him. Jesus did 
not sin for even one second during 
his thirty-three plus years on 
this earth. to me, this is the most 
astounding truth in the Bible. it 
is a trillion times more majestic 
and magnificent than the fact that 
Jesus walked on water.

the message of Jesus’ total 
victory over sin is indisputable 
(heb.4:15). Jesus walked on top 
of every single temptation that 
he faced. And he overcame sin as 
a man, not as god (because god 
cannot be tempted – Jas.1:13).

Jesus calls disciples who are 
interested to walk on top of 
every storm of sin. Peter said to 
him, “Lord, if it is You, command 
me to come to You on the water.” 
And he said, “Come!” (vv.28-
29a).

in many miracles, Jesus invited 
disciples and others to help him, 
but not to actually perform the 
miracle with him. the servants 
poured the water into the water 
pots, but it was still water until he 
turned that water into wine. Jesus 
took the little boy’s five loaves 
and two fish, but they were still 



Light of Life 45 June 2017

5+2 when it left the little boy’s 
hand. Jesus took it and used it to 
feed over 5000.

But here’s one miracle where 
Jesus invites Peter to perform 
too. Why was Peter alone able 
to walk on water, and not the 
other 11 disciples? Because he 
saw his Master walking on the 
water and remembered the call 
of Jesus for him: follow Me. So if 
Peter was meant to follow Jesus, 
and Jesus walked on water, then 
maybe Peter could follow him 
here too? But Peter didn’t jump 
up in youthful exuberance and 
just do it. Yes, he was eager to do 
it, but he knew that it required 
the command of Jesus to make 
it possible. When Jesus gave the 
simple command, “Come,” Peter 
knew that he would surely be 
able to walk on water.

What is the spiritual applica-
tion? Jesus commands us to fol-
low his example in walking in 
triumph over every sin that op-
presses us. in our battle over 
sin, we are asked to follow in his 
footsteps, who was tempted in 
all points as we are, but without 
sin.

“for you have been called for 
this purpose, since Christ also 
suffered for you, leaving you an 
example for you to follow in his 
steps, who committed no sin, 
nor was any deceit found in his 
mouth…” (1Pet.2:21-22).

not all of us have been given 
the gifts of the holy Spirit to heal 
or work miracles. But we are all 
asked to follow the example of 
Jesus to fight for victory over 
every sin. no one is exempt from 
that call. no sin should have 
dominion over us, because we are 
living under grace (the rich power 
of god that helps us overcome 
sin – Rom.6:14). While we don’t 
copy Jesus in physically walking 
on water, we must seek to follow 
Jesus in overcoming all sin.

Disciples can walk on water 
with Jesus. he said, “Come!” And 
Peter got out of the boat, and 
walked on the water, and came 
toward Jesus (v.29).

our past experience will tell 
us that we cannot walk on top 
of our temptations. But this is 
nonetheless god’s plan, and it 
is truth because it is written 
in god’s word. “no temptation 
has overtaken you, but such as 
is common to man; and god is 
faithful, who will not allow you to 
be tempted beyond what you are 
able, but with the temptation will 
provide the way of escape also, so 
that you will be able to endure it” 
(1Cor.10:13).

here are some truths that we 
can absolutely believe from this 
verse. the number of temptations 
that we uniquely face is zero. the 
number of temptations that do 
not have a way of escape is zero.
the number of temptations where 



Light of Life 46 June 2017

d

KACHHAWA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
KACHHAWA, MIRZAPUR-231501

ReQuiReS
Pgt’s: MAtheMAtiCS, CheMiStRY, Pet (feMALe) 

Qualification - Post graduate in the relevant  
subject + B.ed/ 2 years experience as a Pgt

tgt’S: engLiSh, SoCiAL & SCienCe
Qualification : B.A/B.Sc + B.Ed

PRt’S: CLASS i to V .
MuSiC teachers

Salary as per the as per the CBSe norms.  
free accommodation + ePf and LtA once in a year.

interested and eligible candidates may apply  
Contact/ within a week’s time.

Contact no. 09935924760, 05442-282229 & 282923



Light of Life 47 June 2017

we simply cannot endure (through 
god’s way of escape) is zero.

no disciple of Jesus can settle for 
any lower goal than victory over 
all sin. if we believe that it was our 
sins that nailed Jesus to the cross, 
then we must not tolerate ‘living 
with’ any sin. We cannot settle for 
constantly taking cover under the 
blood of Jesus. Disciples seek to 
walk on top of their sins.

if we truly long for Jesus, we 
will long to be like him. And we 
will indeed be like him when 
he returns. if this is our genuine 
hope, we will purify ourselves 
based on his level of purity (1 
Jn.3:2-3). to ‘purify yourself” is 
crystal clear – the active pursuit 
to be increasingly free from sin.

“no one who abides in him sins; 
no one who sins has seen him or 
knows him. one cannot choose to 
abide in god and tolerate any sin 
within” (1Jn.3:6).

Disciples are disgusted by 
every trace of sin. Disciples are 
convinced that Jesus walked 
successfully on top of every storm 
of sin. Disciples are gripped with 
his call that they too can walk on 
top of their sins.

May God find us to be such 
disciples.
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What are we going to do with these men?  
they reply only in the name of Jesus. 
What are we going to do with these men? 
they preach only about Jesus. 
What are we going to do with these men? 
they exalt only Jesus. 
What are we going to do with these men? 
they live only for Jesus.

We abuse them; they do not retaliate. 
We threaten them: they do not mind. 
We thrash them: they are not scared. 
We put them in jail;they sing praises to Jesus. 
We kill them: they pray for our forgiveness. 
What are we going to do with these men?

(Based on Acts 4:16 capturing the dismay of those who persecute Christians)

WHAT ARE WE GOING TO DO 
WITH THESE MEN?
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THE BUGLE SOUNDS
Let’s never give up our zeal to get involved in the Lord’s mission.

it wasn’t too much of an age, 
perhaps, to enter into a 
new mission in those days 

– around 2000 BC. indeed, they 
were an aged couple. But god 
commanded, “go,” as he did to 
isaiah. And Abraham accompa-
nied by Sarah did go (gen.12:1-4). 
Where? to a land that god alone 
knew – he ‘would’ show them. 
What did that really mean? it 
must have been just a deserted 
land, with hardly any man or 
mansion. Abraham must have 
known from their past experience 
that the will of god would never 
lead them to a place, position, or 
situation, where the grace of god 
couldn’t keep them. or, god’s love 
and upkeep in time past forbade 
him to think he would leave him 
in trouble to sink.

We find a parallel in Acts 10:38.
John preached, “even Jesus of 
nazareth, how that god anointed 
him with the holy ghost and with 
power, who went about doing 
good, and healing all that were 
oppressed of the devil; for god 
was with him.”

Let us consider a few terms 
as principles in relation to 
mission.

ABRAHAM J. PADINJATTIDOM 1. Availability

god did not call Abraham to a 
place or to a particular profession.
he did not say where Abraham 
was to go, but simply, “to the land 
i am yet to show you.” Availability 
is an attitude of the heart, and a 
matter of obedience to god.

Primarily, we are all called to 
the person of god and his Son 
Jesus Christ, not necessarily to 
any particular topographical lo-
cation, or an institution, but into 
a relationship with god, and in 
obedience to his will. So we shall 
not confuse ourselves with geo-
graphical locations, or even with 
our tasks and talents, concerning 
god’s call. Success and achieve-
ment in missions are the results 
of our yielding to god, not neces-
sarily a spectacular success, but 
of a quiet submission.

Proof: if we are available to 
the genuine needs of our fellow-
beings, we are available to god’s 
purposes. “god break my heart 
with the things that breaks Your 
heart,” was the prayer of Bob 
Pears of World Vision.
2. Mobility

god’s people are in great danger 
of missing his purposes when 
they are: 
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i) self-satisfied, 
ii) settled, and
iii) immovable.
god said, “go” to Moses. “i will 

send you to Pharaoh.” from the 
security and comfort of Moses’ 
settled life in Midian, god wanted 
Moses to move (heb.11:24-27).

“go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations,” was the 
call to the disciples by Jesus. god 
may rout you out of your comfort 
zone to fulfill His purposes if you 
care to listen to his call.

our response shall be, “Where 
he leads me, i will follow.”
3. Flexibility

god should be able to take us 
where he will, and through what 
he will. C. t.  Studd wanted to serve 
China his entire life. But after 10 
years, he served india for 6 years 
and Africa 18 years, because his 
commitment was to the Lord and 
his will. it is he who prompts us 
with the great dictum: “only one 
life, it will soon be past, what is 
done for Christ will only last.”

Back in 1913, on a hot midday 
from a small settlement on the 
bank of river ogowe in West 
Africa, the aboriginals were 
tantalised or traumatised by the 
sound of Bach music. Born to 
a protestant clergyman in the 
1880s in the Alsatian village 
of gunsback, and trained in 
philosophy at the university of 

Strasburg in Paris and Berlin, a 
young scholar commenced his 
career as professor in Paris. one 
day he happened to read an article 
in a magazine of the Paris Red 
Cross Society, which expressed 
the need for medical workers 
in British Congo and french 
equatorial Africa. With a smile of 
contentment, the young explorer 
mused, “My search is over.”
- A philosopher, musician, an 

academician, a psychologist, 
now decides to become a 
physician, a medical doctor.

- he specialised in tropical 
diseases … he trained his wife 
to be a nurse.

- in a fowl house – with his tribal 
interpreter, he finds time to 
play a tune on his piano in his 
leisure hours.

- Albert Schweitzer was filling a 
great need, constrained by the 
compassion of Christ and the 
Almighty god.

“he is no fool who loses what 
he cannot keep, to gain what he 
cannot lose.”
4. Sensitivity

god could share his concern 
with Abraham. there are people 
who cannot listen to what we 
have to say. Compassion is a 
product of genuine love. Pity, 
sympathy, kindness, or some kind 
of empathy wouldn’t do. A negro 
spiritual says, “for sympathising 
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is all very well, but you’ve got to 
do more than that.” We should see 
people as Christ saw (Mt.9:36; 
Lk.6:34). Don’t we get nervous or 
keep away when we see a crowd. 
“is not this the fast that i choose; to 
release the bonds of wickedness, 
to undo the thongs of the yoke, 
to let the oppressed go free, and 
to break every bondage? is it 
not to share your bread with the 
hungry, and bring the homeless 
poor into your house; when you 
see the naked, to cover him, and 
not to hide yourself from your 
own flesh?” (Is.58:6,7;Lk.4:16-
21;is.61:1-2). After all, won’t the 
final judgment be grounded on 
Matthew 25:42-45 – “As you did 
it not to one of the least of these, 
you did it not to Me”?

So shan’t we lift up our eyes for 
once, and see how the fields are 
already ripe for harvest and pray 
therefore the Lord of harvest 
to send forth ourselves unto the 
harvest. Spiritual insensitivity 
can be ruthless. is our sensitivity, 
carnal, self-centred, worldly?
5. Dependability/ 

Trustworthiness

We could be independent, 
dependant, or interdependent, 
as we wish. We must willingly 
submit ourselves to god’s testing 
and remain faithful consistently. 
What God is able to do in us brings 
greater glory to Him, than what 
we can do for Him. Mind! “We are 

god’s exhibit” (1Cor.4:9). “god 
has exhibited us apostles, last of 
all. We have become a spectacle to 
the world, to angels and to men” 
(2Cor.3:2). “We are his letter of 
recommendation – to be known 
and read by all men.”

So let’s never give up our zeal 
to get involved in the Lord’s 
mission. for, “the world is yet 
to see what god is going to do in 
and through and by and for the 
man who has wholly surrendered 
himself to god.” When henry Vorli 
made that statement, D. L. Moody 
surrendered, and when Mordecai 
ham resounded it, Billy graham 
submitted.

Doesn’t that statement echo 
in our hearts today? John Wes-
ley has said, “give me a hundred 
men, who love god with all their 
heart, and fear nothing but sin, 
and i will move the world.” if  San-
karacharya of Kalady could walk 
to Badrinath, in the 13th cen-
tury to plant a temple, shouldn’t 
we do more for our Lord and his 
kingdom in present times? With 
a himalayan population of 127 
crores, of 1652 linguistic groups, 
millions in over 5 crores of tribals 
in 427 tribes, over 6 lakhs villages 
and over 2600 cities stretch forth 
their arms for alms and tuppence, 
while our nation wiles 65% of the 
national income on armed forces 
and ammunitions, and the rest on 
spacecraft and pensions. Could 
we be constrained by the com-
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passion of Christ? Can god trust, 
entrust, and depend on us?

Couldn’t we be an Albert 
Schweitzer, a David Livingstone, a 
Dr. ida Scudder, a D. L. Moody?

out in the highways and byways 
of life (out on the campus and 
classrooms to friends), 

Many are weary and sad, i shall 
fulfil my Lord’s will 

Carry the sunshine where 
darkness is rife (Carry the gospel 
where troubles endure), 

Making the sorrowing glad 
(Making my comrades, all glad).

Make me a blessing (2) 
out of my life may Jesus shine, 
Make  me a  blessing,
oh!  Jesus i pray
Make me a blessing, 
to someone today (to some 

friends today).
tell the sweet story of Christ 

and his love (i’d tell the sweet 
story of Christ and his love),

tell of his power to forgive,

others will trust him if only you 
prove, 

Prove every moment you live. 
(Wilson)

Let us assess from census. 
if the entire population of the 
world was only around 10 lakhs 
in Abraham’s days, the present 
generation is 7.5 billion or 750 
crores according to the un. With 
30 crores of students in the world, 
and 3 crores in india, in 600 uni-
versities of its 3500 colleges, and 
11000 private institutions. Won’t 
you get involved in the students’ 
mission, for only a student can 
share the gospel effectively with 
another student, not any pastor, 
preacher, or bishop?

Without man God will not; 
without God man cannot.
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CHARACTER: 
BALAAM

MEANING: “devourer,” 
“swallower up,” or 
“glutton.”

PRONUNCIATION: 
Ba-laam

BIBLE PASSAGE: 
Numbers 22-24,31; 
Jude 1:11;  
2 Peter 2:15.

BACKGROUND

Balaam was a pagan seer hired by the evil King 
Balak to put a curse on the israelites as they were 
entering Moab.

the story of Balaam and the donkey shows how 
god used a sinful man and a dumb beast to carry 
out his plan. Learn what it teaches us about pure 
motives.

What led to his downfall and what are the lessons 
we can learn from his mistakes?
MAIN LESSONS

1.  There is a difference between knowledge of 
God and knowing God

Balaam was a pagan seer. he was the son of Beor 
and was from the town of Pethor. he was not an

israelite and therefore, not one of god’s chosen people. Balaam 
was a diviner by trade. A diviner is one who attempts to predict 

DON’T WASTE THEIR MISTAKES... 
LEARN FROM THEM

LESSONS FROM A DONKEY TO A JACKASS

 VIJAY THANGIAH

CHARACTER 
STuDY
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future events, or to reveal occult things by supernatural means. 
he had a reputation as one who had some knowledge of god, but 
also was known to follow after other gods. it was reputed that 
whomever Balaam blessed, they were blessed and whomever he 
cursed, they were cursed. But Balaam did not know god.
2. A man who devours others will soon be devoured himself.

his name possibly means devourer or glutton. he was evidently 
a professional magician of a nomadic clan. he obviously had a 
reputation of getting gods on his side. god spoke through him 
7 times! Was Balaam converted to god’s side? no. next we hear 
of him is numbers 31:8 where he dies. Balaam was slain by the 
sword of the israelites in israel’s war against the Midianites, but 
he leaves us with the legacy of his error .
he has been called by scholars the Judas of the old testament as 
he seems faithful at times but greed turns him to evil.
3. God can use pagans to teach believers some important 
lessons. 

Seven books of the Bible mention Balaam. this shows how 
important these events were in israelite history. god uses a pagan 
and a magician in a land full of pagans and magicians as a warning:  
the Lord is coming and he shall win. 
Balaam is condemned in 2 Peter 2:15, Jude 11, and Revelation 2:14. 
he is credited with suggesting the tactic of using sex to defeat the 
israelites, resulting in 24,000 deaths (num.25:9;31:16).
4. Balaam was hard of hearing.

He wanted his way. He saw an opportunity to make financial 
gain through his relationship with god. But god had said, “no.”  
Balaam knowingly violated god’s will. instead of serving the god 
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, he served the god of financial reward 
and the gods of status and recognition. Balaam followed after 
other gods. there are many gods in this world: material things, 
wealth, power, status, recognition, prestige, etc.   
Balaam was hard of hearing, are you?  Pause for a moment and 
think, “have you ever asked god for something knowing that 
his Word or his Church does not allow it?” or maybe you saw a 
vision, heard his voice, or felt the gentle nudge of the holy Spirit 
responding “no” to your desire.  how did you respond?  Did you
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give it up? or like Balaam, did you ignore god and continue to seek 
after it?
5. Balaam was a proud person.  

how do you deal with pride? Scripture warns us that “Pride goes 
before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall” (Pro.16:18). 
All that we do and any status or recognition that we receive should 
be not for our own glory, but to glorify our heavenly father. Jesus 
tells us, “Let your light so shine before men, so that they may see 
your good  works and give glory to your father who is in heaven  
(Mt.5:16)”. Scripture is written for our instruction (Rom.15:4).  to 
avoid being reproached by Christ as the Church of Pergamum was, 
or ending up as Balaam did, we must avoid Balaam’s teachings, 
following after his ways and his error.  Rather than seeking after 
the temporary rewards of this world, we should focus on serving 
and pleasing god that we may one day hear Jesus say, “Well done, 
good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little, i will 
set you over much; enter into the joy of your master (Mt.25:21).”
6. Faith in God is not a statement but a lifestyle.

Balaam said some wonderful things. he really did. When Balak’s 
servants offered Balaam a “diviner’s fee” (Num. 22:7), his response 
was, “though Balak were to give me his house full of silver and gold, 
i could not go beyond the word of the LoRD my god, to do less or 
more” (Num.22:18). When Balaam finally spoke with Moab’s king 
face to face, he declared, “the word that god puts in my mouth, that 
i must speak” (num.22:38). Sadly, though, like others who have 
followed in his steps, Balaam’s later actions indicate that his heart 
was not right with god. Let us all be reminded: saying the right 
things is not enough, and saying good things does not prove that we 
are in or will remain in the right relationship with the Lord.
7. The love of money is the cause for many a downfall.

for the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil” (1tim.6:10). 
What does that truth have to do with Balaam? the king of Moab 
finally offered enough money to Balaam that he gave in to the 
temptation.  for the right price, Balaam sold his soul, giving advice 
to Balak about how he could “get” the israelites. for Balaam, it 
was all about “profit” (Jude 11). In 2 Peter 2:15, we read that 
Balaam  “loved the wages of unrighteousness.” Many good people 
have gone astray because of their unsatiated love of money. Are 
we listening to the mistakes and learning from them?



Light of Life 57 June 2017

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Was Balaam a prophet of God or a pagan 
diviner? Give reasons. 

2. Why did god use a donkey to speak to Balaam?
3. What lessons can we learn for our spiritual lives 
from god’s dealings with the people of the world?
4. What role does creed or statement of faith play 
in a person’s life?
5. how can one avoid money becoming a god in 
their lives?
APPLICATION QUESTIONS

1. how can i know if i have only a knowledge of 
god or i really know god?
2. Are my thoughts consistent with my actions? 
When i obey god am i doing it grudgingly or out 
of love for him?
3. false teachers are plentiful in Christianity 
today. the gospel is not a get-rich-quick scheme 
but god’s plan for salvation from sin.  Beware of 
Balaam’s mistake of worshiping anything else but 
god. Who or what are some of the false gods or 
teachers i am worshipping?
MEMORY VERSE
1 Timothy 6:10.  for the love of money is a 
root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for 
money, have wandered from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many griefs (niV).
PRAYER

Lord, i admit that i too can be a jackass like Balaam 
at times. help me not to be hard of hearing but 
open to listen to your voice directing my steps. 
help me to really know You. Amen

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director of Youth 
For Christ.
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After two days of just lying 
there in pain, some workers 
found her and put her on a 
makeshift cot and loaded her 
into their jeep and drove 150 
miles over deep rutted roads 
to find a doctor who could 
set the broken bones. But the 
very bumpy ride damaged 
her bones so badly that her 
hip never completely healed. 
He says, “I visited my mother 
in her mud-covered hut 
several weeks after all of this 
happened. I watched as she 
took two bamboo crutches 
that she had made herself, 
and moved from one place 
to another with her feet just 
dragging behind because 
she had lost all feeling in 
them.” He says, “At age 75, 
with a broken hip, unable 
to stand on her own two 
legs, I thought that I made a 
pretty intelligent suggestion. 
I suggested that she retire.” 
He says, “She turned around 
and looked at me and said, 
‘What value is that? If we try 
to preserve this body just a 
few more years and it is not 
being used for God, of what 
value is that?’ So she kept on 
working. She kept on riding 
her donkey to villages until 
she was 93 years old... And 
she continued to tell people 
about Jesus Christ until she 
died at age 95.”

5. Caleb experienced what God 
had promised!

 He climbed the mountains 
and he defeated the giants 
– he claimed his possession. 
The name of the place Caleb 
inherited used to be called 
Kirjatharba (city of the four 
giants). Now it was named 
Hebron (seat of association 
or fellowship). Caleb refused 
to quit until he had obtained 
everything the Lord had for 
him! He refused to stop until 
he had obtained that place of 
fellowship with God.

 Where are you in your 
personal walk with the 
Lord? Have you entered into 
your victory, or are you still 
wandering around in the 
wilderness struggling day 
to day? God has a place of 
peace and power for you, but 
you must be willing to claim 
your possession. It isn’t for 
the faint-hearted, but it is for 
the faith-hearted. 

 Half-hearted Christians are 
faint-hearted Christians, and 
they never learn to conquer 
the giants in their lives.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.
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Book of Esther. New International Version  
(IBS) or Zondervan

J. FREDRIC DAWSON

Crossword 39 

Answers received after 5th July 2017 will not be considered.

Send in your answers with Bible references by e-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, to 
reach Light of Life, Post Box 4576, 21-YMCA Road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400008, not later 
than July 5, 2017. Please indicate your name, address and Light of Life Subscription number 
while sending the answers. 

1 2 3 4 5

6

7 8 9

10 11

12

13 14

15

16

17 18

Clues Across

1. Mordecai sent letters to all the Jews to 
have them celebrate annually the 14th 
and 15th day of Adar, as a month when 
their sorrow was turned into joy and 
their mourning into a day of …………  
(ch.     v.   &     )

6. “But Haman ,…………….that the king had 
already decided his fate, stayed behind to beg 
queen Esther for his life”. (ch.     v.       )

7. “When Haman saw that Mordecai would ….. 
kneel down or pay him honour, he was enraged.”  
(ch.     v.      )     

9.  “……at once,” the king commanded Haman. 
(ch.    v.      )

10. “The only exception to this is for the king to 
extend the gold sceptre to him and ……. his 
life.” (ch.          v.      )

13. “Mordecai left the king’s presence wearing 
royal garments of blue and white, a ………. 
crown of gold and a purple robe of fine linen.” 
(ch.        v.      )

14. “That is why …….. Jews, those living in 
villages, observe the 14th day of the month 
of Adar as a day of joy and feasting, a day of 
giving presents to each other.” (ch.    v.        )

16. “King Xerxes asked Queen Esther, “Who is 
….? Where is the man who dared to do such a 
thing?”  (ch.           v.         )

17. “Now the king was attracted to ……… more 
than to any of the other women.” (ch.   v.      )

18. In the twelfth year of King Xerxes, in the first 
month, the month of Nissan, they cast the pur 
(that is the lot) in the presence of Haman to 
select a ….. and month.” (ch.        v.        ) 

Clues Down

1. “That night the king could not sleep; so he 
ordered the book of the ………….., the record 
of his reign, to be brought in and  read to him.” 
(ch.             v.       )

2. King Xerxes gave a banquet for all the people 
from the …….. to the greatest in the citadel of 
Susa. (ch.            v.      )
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3. When Mordecai neither ……  nor showed fear 
in the presence of Haman, the latter was filled 
with rage against Mordecai. (ch.       v.      )

4. King Xerxes sent dispatches to all parts of his 
kingdom, proclaiming in each people’s ……… 
that every man should be ruler over his own 
house. (ch.     v.        )

5. “But Esther had kept secret her family 
background and ……………. just as 
Mordecai had told her to do,” (ch.      v.        )

8. Mordecai was held in high esteem by the 
Jews because he spoke …. for their welfare. 
(ch.          v.          )

10. “The king took off his ……. ring, which he had 
reclaimed from Haman, and presented it to 
Mordecai.” (ch.              v .        )

11. “I and my maids will fast …. you do.”  
(ch.            v.       )

12. “The king’s edict granted the Jews in every city 
the right to assemble and protect themselves; 
to destroy, kill and annihilate any ……….. 
force of any nationality.” (ch.        v.        )

15. “And these days of Purim should never cease 
to be celebrated by the Jews, nor should 
the memory of them …… out among the 
descendants.” (ch.          v.       ) 

Answers to Crossword No.37 (Ezra)
Clues across: Clues down:

1. slaughtered (6:20) 1. Sheshbazzar (1:8) 
6. Eliphelet (8:13) 2. Aziza (10:27)
8. Uri (10 :24) 3. Talmon (2:42)
9. heart (1:1) 4. returned (8:35)
10. our (5:12) 5. dedication (6:16)
11. afraid (4:4) 7. Hattil (2:57)
12. left (9:15) 13. road (8:22)
14. Ziha (2:43) 17. Ai (2:28)
15. joy (3:12)
16. no (7:24) 

18. rebuilding (2:68)
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34:1
- 8 years old when he was enthroned as the King.
- He reigned for 31 years in Judah.

34:2
- He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord.
- Not turning to the right or to the left.

34:3
- He began to seek God

vv.3-7
- He began to purge Judah from all the idols.

v.8
- 18th year of his reign (26 years old). He began to purify the land and temple.
 (vv.9-13) Work in the temple

1. Word of God revered
- Book of the Law of God formed

vv.14-15
- Hilkiah, the priest gave to Shaphan, the secretary

v.19
- The king tore his robes and sent someone to inquire of the Lord

vv.27-28
a) Sensitivity - (Responded)
b) Sensibility -(v.22) to Huldah (Humbled)
c) Sanity? (Sincerity) 

2. Worship of God restored
a) People were arranged (35:1-4, 5-7)
b) Service was arranged (35:10,15)
c) Sacrifice was performed (Passover) (v:17-19) - Never before.

3. Warning of God ignored
- Neco, King of Egypt was going for war.
- Josiah was going to fight against him.
- Neco’s response.

a) Indifference - not heeded.
b) Ignorance - never expected.
c) Indolence - not bothered to inquire of the Lord.

35:23,24 - Josiah was wounded and died.

KING JOSIAH’S REFORMS 
2 Chronicles 34/35

Sermon Outline 

S. RETNAMONY
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NOTES ALONG 
THE JOuRNEY

KING OF THE GOOD TIMES

So he called the bridegroom 
and said to him, ‘everyone 
serves the best wine first, 

and after the guests have drunk a 
lot, he serves the ordinary wine. 
But you have kept the best wine 
until now!’” (Jn.2:9,10).

Vijay Mallya once described 
himself as the king of the good 
times. So it must have seemed for 
his friends who were regularly 
invited to his lavish parties and 
his more than 3000 employees 
in the Kingfisher Airlines that he 
owned. All that changed when 
he went into massive debt. the 
flamboyant billionaire fled the 
country in March 2016 leaving in 
the lurch his creditors, employees 
and friends. now he is described 
as the king of the bad times.
obviously, he is not having a bad 
time. With enough assets stashed 
abroad for at least a couple of 
dozen luxurious lives, i am sure 
he is still, having a good time. But 
his employees to whom he owes 
about 300 crores in salaries are 
not having a good time.

Many leaders promise ‘a good 
time’ and then the dream unravels 

OBY CHERIAN for a lot of people who have put 
their trust in them.

Compare this to Jesus. he was 
honest with his followers. he 
told them that in this world, they 
would not have good time. he told 
them that they would always be a 
minority (Matt.7:14), they would 
be unknown (1Jn.3:1). true, he 
promised them his presence and 
a joy and peace that this world 
could never give. But his real 
good time for us, he said, would 
come beyond this fleeting life. If 
we share the bad times with him 
then he will share his good times 
with us. he is one who keeps the 
good times for the last – good 
times that can never sour with 
the passage of time.

he is the Bridegroom that keeps 
the good wine until the end.

“if we go through the hard 
times with him, then we’re 
certainly going to go through the 
good times with him!” (Rom.8:17 
MSg).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.



Light of Life 62 June 2017

d

WORD AND 
THE WORLD

THE WITNESS OF 
FORGIVENESS

CYRIL GEORGESON

Coptic Christians are a 
minority in the Muslim 
nation of egypt. they 

are only about ten percent of the 
population of the country. the 
Copts (as Coptic Christians are 
called) predate islam and have 
played a major role in the devel-
opment of egypt. they follow a 
different religious calendar from 
most other denominations – they 
celebrate Christmas on January 7 
and easter is usually in the later 
part of April or early May.

open Doors, an organisation 
that reports the persecution of 
Christians around the world, 
pegs the persecution level of 
Coptic Christians at ‘Very high’. 
Some will be familiar with a vid-
eo released in february 2015 of 
twenty one migrant Copts in or-
ange suits being beheaded on a 
beach in Libya. the subtitle on 
the video read, “the people of the 
cross, the followers of the hostile 
egyptian church.” the intensity of 
persecution of the Copts has only 
increased since.

this was followed by various 
incidents. in May 2016 there was 
the rumour of a Christian man 
having an affair with a Muslim 
woman. hundreds of Muslims set 
fire to Christian homes and stripped 
his 70 year old mother naked.

More recently in April 2017, 
the iSiS bombed two churches 
in egypt on Palm Sunday killing 
more than 45 persons and injuring 
scores of others. no wonder open 
Doors rated the persecution level 
in egypt as very high.

The Power Of Forgiveness

the same month Christianity 
today carried an article in the af-
termath of the April attack where 
the title captured it all, “forgive-
ness: Muslims moved as Coptic 
Christians do the unimaginable.”

A guard was killed as he led one 
of the persons, who was a suicide 
bomber, towards the perimeter 
metal detector. the terrorist 
detonated the bomb killing the 
guard instantly, but probably 
saving the lives of dozens more. 
in a television interview the wife 

W
OR

D AND THE WORLD
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of the guard, with her children 
by her side, said, “i’m not angry 
at the one who did this. May god 
forgive you, and we also forgive 
you. Believe me, we forgive you. 
You put my husband in a place i 
couldn’t have dreamed of.”

twelve seconds of silence is an 
awkward eternity on television. 
Amr Adeeb, perhaps the most 
prominent talk show host in 
egypt, leaned forward as he 
searched for a response. “the 
Copts of egypt … are made of … 
steel!” he finally uttered. “How 
great is this forgiveness you 
have!” his voice cracked. “if it 
were my father, i could never say 
this. But this is their faith and 
religious conviction.”

the supernatural ability to 
forgive persecutors on the basis of 
the forgiveness we have received 
from god has stunned people 
at all times in different places. 
When gladys Staines forgave the 
ones who mercilessly torched 
and killed her husband and two 
sons, sealed in a station wagon, 
the country went silent.

How to Forgive?

the scripture speaks much 
about forgiveness, but we can 
learn from the life of one individ-
ual – Joseph. he was the youngest 
of the brothers and also a favou-
rite with his father. this made his 
brothers jealous. When they had 
the opportunity, they schemed 

to kill him, but finally settled for 
selling him to some ishmaelite 
traders. he was taken by these 
men and sold into the house of 
Potiphar as a slave. god’s favour 
was on all his work and he rose to 
become his masters most trusted 
servant.

But the story takes a twist 
when Potiphar’s wife desires a 
physically intimate relationship 
with him. he resists her attempts 
many times. once when alone in 
the house with her, she tried to 
forcibly get intimate with him. 
He flees leaving his robe behind. 
Spurned, she frames him with the 
charge of attempting to outrage 
her modesty resulting in him 
spending many years in prison.
he had every reason to be bitter  
about his brothers who had put 
him in this unenviable situation – 
from a favoured son to a slave and 
now a prisoner.  he could also have 
been angry that it wash is virtue 
that led to him being imprisoned 
for attempted molestation. But, 
god miraculously not only rescues 
him from prison, but places him 
in the highest position in the 
kingdom just below the Pharaoh.

Forgive! God Has A Plan

During the famine in the land 
his brothers come to him to buy 
food. they do not recognise him. 
After a couple of times he reveals 
his identity. his brothers are 
horrified when they realise that 



Light of Life 64 June 2017

d

the brother they rejected and 
mistreated in now a powerful 
ruler. While they are in shock at 
this turn of events Joseph tells 
them, “i am Joseph, your brother, 
whom you sold into slavery in 
egypt. But don’t be upset, and 
don’t be angry with yourselves 
for selling me to this place. It was 
God who sent me here ahead of 
you.” Again a few verses later we 
see Joseph repeat that “it was god 
who sent me here, not you.” he 
was able to forgive his brothers 
because he was certain that god 
had a plan for his life. through all 
the twists and downhill turns in 
his life Joseph realised that god 
was fulfilling His plan to bring 
him to a certain place. Keeping 
our eyes on god’s plan makes 
forgiveness easier.

Years later Jacob, their father, 
dies. the brothers have not yet 
matured enough to accept for-
giveness. they suspect that Jo-
seph may still be bitter, so they 
again appeal to him for forgive-

ness. here again Joseph reiter-
ates, “You meant evil for me but 
god meant it for good.” he com-
forted them and spoke kindly to 
them.

then again when we come to the 
feet of the cross where an innocent 
man has been brutally and unjustly 
crucified, we find Jesus say, “Father, 
forgive them, for they don’t know 
what they are doing.” god was here 
accomplishing his great plan of sal-
vation through it all.

forgiveness is so basic for the 
disciple that we are taught to ask 
for forgiveness on the basis of 
the forgiveness we offer others. 
Are there people in your life with 
whom you have grudges and are 
bitter with? the world is watching 
– forgive, it is unimaginable to 
those around us!
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noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 
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Office:  
No: 84/3, 3rd Floor, UCF Centre, Hennur Main Road, Lingarajapuram, Bangalore 560084 

Phone: 080-65312900/65832788/25482036/7760655061   (Mon-Fri) (10:00 am to 5:00 pm) 
Email: info@believerswedding.com / reachnewlifevoice@gmail.com 

Log on to web site: www.believerswedding.com
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Christians Most Widely  
Targeted

(CNA): When it comes to religious 
persecution, Christians are the 
most widely targeted community, 
said a recent news report. But 
despite oppression and threat 
of violence, the faithful “should 
not be afraid,” said a Pakistani 
archbishop.

Pakistan’s Christians have 
made vital contributions to 
the country’s history and must 
not refrain from professing 
their faith in the midst of the 
current persecution, Archbishop 
Sebastian Shaw, ofM of Lahore, 
Pakistan, said. “even under 
discrimination or some violent 
actions,” Christians should take 
courage, he said, citing the words 
of Jesus that “people will hate you 
on account of My name.”

Under Caesar’s  Sword  docu-
ments not only the persecution of 
Christians around the world, but 
how they choose to respond to 
persecution. “Christians are the 
most widely targeted religious 
community,” the report explained, 
“suffering terrible persecution 
globally.”

there are three common re-
sponses of Christian communi-

News
ties to violence or harassment, 
the report noted – survival, strat-
egies of association and confron-
tation which is the least common 
response.

“Christian responses to 
persecution are almost always 
nonviolent and, with very few 
exceptions, do not involve acts of 
terrorism,” the report stated.

Exonerated Of Conversion 
Charges

(UCAN): the court in Madhya 
Pradesh state has exonerated 
six church workers including a 
Catholic bishop of charges of il-
legal conversion, conspiracy and 
disturbing peace between reli-
gions after an 8-year-long litiga-
tion. The high court let off retired 
Bishop Mathew Vaniakizhakkel 
of Satna, two priests, a nun and 
two lay people due to a lack of ev-
idence. Police registered the case 
under non-bailable sections of 
the state’s stringent anti-conver-
sion law after Christopher Pavy, 
a Christian, complained that a 
woman was forcefully converted 
to Catholicism before her mar-
riage in May 2009.

Asia’s Second Largest Church

(Christian Messenger): Situated 
in Zunheboto town of nagaland, 
the Sumi Baptist Church Zun-
heboto (SBCZ), is said to be the 
second largest church in Asia.
the church, which was inaugu-



Light of Life 66 June 2017

d

rated on April 22, 2017, stands 
tall at 1864.9m above sea level 
and measures 2373476 sqft in 
the plinth area. the construction 
of the church took 10 years and 
is reportedly built on a budget 
of `36 crore. According to re-
ports, with a seating capacity of 
85000 people, the church houses 
27 rooms for the sick, bride and 
groom dressing, cafeteria, offices, 
conferences, training, baptism 
pool, etc.

Yogi Adityanath Assures 
Freedom To Faith

(Matters India): the Catholic 
bishops of uttar Pradesh called 
on Yogi Adiyanath, the new chief 
minister of the northern indian 
state. “it was primarily a cour-
tesy visit,” father Donald de 
Souza, spokesperson of Lucknow 
diocese, told Matters india. Yogi 
Adityanath, a hindu ascetic, be-
came chief minister of india’s 
most populous state on March 19 
after the Bharatiya Janata Party 
won the state assembly elections. 
father Donald said the bishops 
used the occasion to seek an as-
surance from the chief minister 
that Christians have the full free-
dom and protection to practice 
their faith. the chief minister as-
sured the Christian community 
that no one will be allowed to 
take law in their own hands and 
that the community need not fear 
in the practice of their faith.

Bishop Opposes Bill To Govern 
Church Property

(Matters India): A Catholic 
church leader in Kerala has told 
the government not to interfere 
in the administration of church 
properties. Archbishop M. Soo-
sa Pakiam, president of Kerala 
Catholic Bishops’ Council (KCBC), 
wrote to the secretary of the 
Kerala State Minority Commis-
sion to assert the fundamental 
right of Christians to manage and 
administer church property. he 
was responding to an email the 
secretary sent to KCBC seeking 
its response to the Kerala Chris-
tian Church Properties and insti-
tutions trust Bill 2009. Bishop 
Pakiam said he has consulted all 
dioceses, religious congregations 
and lay organisations.

Christians Facing Uncertainty 
After Islamic Victory

(Christian Post): Christians in 
indonesia, the world’s most pop-
ulous Muslim nation, have been 
left staring at an uncertain future 
following the election defeat of 
Basuki tjahaja ‘Ahok’ Purnama, 
the former Christian governor of 
Jakarta. As Cnn reported, Ahok 
conceded his loss in a re-election 
bid, which is being seen as a vic-
tory for the country’s conserva-
tive islamic population. tobias 
Basuki, a researcher at the Center 
for Strategic and international 
Studies, said that Ahok’s defeat 
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to Anies Baswedan, a former in-
donesian education and culture 
minister, could very well encour-
age the use of religion as a politi-
cal tool.

Pastor Detained For Singing 
‘Jesus Loves You’

(Christian Post): A taiwanese 
Christian pastor was detained 
for singing the worship song 
‘Jesus Love You’ in Zhengzhou, 
China, which officials there have 
branded as an ‘illegal religious 
activity’. ChinaAid said Pastor 
Xu Rongzhang from taiwan 
was detained the day before 
easter because he led a group 
of Christians in Zhengzhou to 
sing the song. Xu was released 
later on the same day, though 
his identification documents 
and permit to travel to mainland 
China were not returned until 
Monday.

Nun Rape Case Convict  
Re-Arrested

(Matters India): A life-term con-
vict in the infamous 1998 Jhabua 
nuns’ gangrape case was arrested 
from Roonakheda village in Mad-
hya Pradesh, eleven years after 
he jumped parole and went un-
derground, the police said. Pidiya 
Singadia (42), who was serving 
life imprisonment in the nuns’ 
gang rape case, had jumped pa-
role 11 years ago and remained 
absconding since then. the inci-

dent dates back to 1998, when 
a group of persons gang-raped 
three nuns residing in Preeti Sha-
ran Seva Kendra in navapara, 25 
km away from the district head-
quarters Jhabua.

they had also looted cash and 
valuables from the place of wor-
ship. the crime had not only 
shocked the nation, but also 
caused outrage at international 
level. the then state government 
was severely criticised for its fail-
ure to protect the missionaries.

Christians And Hindus 
Celebrate Easter

(Asianews): More than 5000 
people, Christians and hindus 
included, celebrated easter in 
Kandhamal district (orissa), 
where hindu radicals had carried 
out india’s worst anti-Christian 
massacre.

“for the past couple of years, 
we have organised celebrations 
involving Christians and hindus 
to encourage brotherhood, soli-
darity and understanding,” said 
fr Prodosh Chandra nayak, pas-
tor of our Lady of Charity Church, 
speaking to Asianews.

Christians’ Homes Set On Fire

(Christian Post): According to 
international Christian Concern, 
eyewitnesses have said that a 
large group of radical Muslims 
attacked the Christian community 
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one day before good friday, soon 
after Christians held a prayer 
service at a local Christian man’s 
home. the witnesses recalled 
that the attack occurred as the 
worship service was letting out.

“A mob of Muslims gathered 
and began to attack us and our 
homes,” an unnamed witness 
detailed. “they hurled stones at 
our homes and set fire on three 
houses.” the witnesses added 
that a Christian woman broke 
her arm, while another woman 
suffered a broken leg and six 
Christian men suffered various 
other injuries.

the attack on the Christian 
community in Kom el-Loufy, 
which consists of over 1800 
Christians and does not have a 
local church, comes just four days 
after two churches in northern 
egypt were victimised by twin 

suicide bombings claimed by the 
islamic State that killed 45 and 
injured 126 on Palm Sunday.

Unwitting ‘Insults’ To Religion 
Not To Be Prosecuted

(TOI): in a pronouncement that 
reiterates the constitutional 
protection to freedom of speech 
and expression, the Supreme 
Court has said that unwitting 
or careless ‘insults’ to religion 
should not be prosecuted as this 
would amount to misuse of law.

Concerned by the misuse 
of Section 295A of iPC, which 
provides up to three years’ 
jail term for hurting religious 
sentiments, the Supreme Court 
limited the applicability of the 
penal provision to deliberate and 
malicious acts rather than casual 
observations that are not driven 
by malicious intent.

Academy for Church Planting & Leadership ... 28

Alethia Bookshop ......................................... 47

Believers Wedding.com (NLF Church).......... 64

Christian Institute of Management .............. IFC

Emet University ............................................ 48

Icthoos Bible College .................................... 42

Immanuel Biblical Seminary ......................... 10

India Graduate School of Missiology ............ 41

Kachhawa Christian School .......................... 46

Kingdom School ........................................... 38

Light of Life ................................................. BC

LOL Books ...................................................IBC

index of advertisers
LOL Digital  .................................................. IFC

Matrimonial .................................................. 17

Mission India Bible College .......................... 46

O. M. Books ................................................ IFC

O.M. Books .................................................IBC

Pillai & Co.  ................................................... 27

S. Vijaya Bhasker ......................................... 37

SAIACS ........................................................ 32

Symphony Shelters ...................................... 53

Yavatmal College for Leadership Training ..... 18

Youth With A Mission .................................IBC



Light of Life 69 June 2017

   At the  Light of Life
                                                      Bookshop

Stock clearance Sale

Address:
Light of Life Bookshop, 21 YMCA Road
Near Maratha Mandir, Bombay Central

Mumbai – 400008
Tel: 022- 23076941 / 23095656

Email: lightoflife1@rediffmail.com / lightoflife2777@gmail.com

Church and 
Society

My Dungeons  
Flamed with Light       

Another Flower    
Is Plucked     

We Will Blossom 
In Eternity

Take Advantage of the Attractive Discounts Offered

UPTO 60% Discount

Our recent publications include the following books:

ACDs/DVDs/MP3 
CDs, Bibles & Books
We are open Monday to Friday, 

9:30am to 5:30pm

Discount 

up to 60% 

A



Light of Life 70 June 2017

d



Light of Life 71 June 2017



Light of Life 72 June 2017

d

LIGHT OF LIFE 80 MARCH 2016

FEBRUARY 28, 2016

Reg. No. MCW/130/2015-2017

LIGHT OF LIFE 80 MARCH 2016

FEBRUARY 28, 2016

Reg. No. MCW/130/2015-2017

LIGHT OF LIFE 80 MARCH 2016

FEBRUARY 28, 2016

Reg. No. MCW/130/2015-2017

LIGHT OF LIFE 80 MARCH 2016

FEBRUARY 28, 2016

Reg. No. MCW/130/2015-2017reg. no. McW/130/2015-2017

May 28, 2017

LIGHT OF LIFE 80 MARCH 2016

FEBRUARY 28, 2016

Reg. No. MCW/130/2015-2017
preceding month

5 & 11, 2nd Floor, Hind service Industries, Veer Savarkar Marg, Dadar (West), Mumbai - 400 028
Tel: 2446 2632 / 3872  Fax: 2444 9765  Mob.: 07045554291 E-mail: outworkeph@gmail.com

 No Blocking Funds

 No Space Issue

 No Inventory

 Centre Pinning  Spiral
 Find the Rate

 Send your PDF file

 Order No. of Copies

1

2

3 6

Solutions

CollectPay5

Choose type of Binding4

ü BOOKS FOR 
ALL AGES!

The latest books on 
all Subjects

BIBLES, 
DAILY DEVOTIONALS, 

STUDY GUIDES, 
KIDS’ BOOKS, ETC

üCDs/VCDs/DVDs
Music, Movies,  

Kids Specials, etc.

üGIFTS &  
ACCESSORIES

Key chains, Stickers,  
Pens, Bookmarks, 

Keyracks, etc.


