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with the clarity and presentation of its contents. Moreover, 
this eliminates the problem of non-delivery of the magazine 
by the postal staff.

We request you to share this information with your relatives 
and friends, the youngsters in particular, and encourage them 
to subscribe for the digital version of the magazine. Thank 
you.

The current subscription rate is Rs.200 per year. You can 
subscribe by electronic bank transfer to Light of Life savings 
bank account No.003601021256 (IFSC Code ICIC0000036) 
in the Maratha Mandir Branch of ICICI Bank, followed by 
intimating the details by e-mail to

lightoflife1@rediffmail.com or lightoflife2777@gmail.com

Or, you can send the subscription through cheque/DD, 
drawn in favour of Light of Life Magazine, to 21 YMCA Road, 
Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400 008; but it is important that 
you send us your e-mail as well as postal address.
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LETTERS

YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 

Thoroughly Encouraged
I have been thoroughly 

encouraged by the theme of the 
Light of Life issue of April 2016. 
The articles have been very 
encouraging and inspiring. The 
Editorial by Jacob Ninan is also 
very encouraging. He portrayed 
the idea of being accepted by 
God and the ongoing conflict 
between the Holy Spirit and 
the desires of the flesh in a very 
persuasive manner.

I also cherished the article 
Talk to God (Apr.2016) by 
Deepika Emmanuel Sagar. God 
used this article to uplift me 
spiritually. The article was a 
gentle reminder that our God is 
always approachable and He is 
always there to hear and answer 
us. I have been thoroughly 
encouraged by the article.

Seraphin Amanna, Karjat, 
Maharashtra.

Comfort For The Weary
The April issue was really 

comforting for the weary ones 
like me. When we stand faithful 
to God in our struggles, He 
enables us to endure them. He 
healed me miraculously and 
provided the grace to go through 
the sickness with great comfort 
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as I held on to Him. I praise God 
for the Editorial Comfort For The 
Weary which comforted me and, 
I am sure, others like me.

Daisy T. Michael,  
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu.

Blessed!
Thank you for the Light of 

Life magazine. The articles are 

very helpful for my spiritual 
life. Two articles in the April 
2016 issue have been a blessing 
to me, viz., Talk to God by 
Deepika Emmanuel Sagar, and 
The Call of Moses by Paul H. 
Jeyasingh.

Joshi P. Kankipati,  
Velpur, A.P.

N.G.Os. Consultancy
We provide consultancy to n.g.os to raise funding for their projects, throw developing grant 
project proposals to donor agencies, to national & international funding agencies, which 
covers several areas such as livelihood, income generation, Evangelism, Church mobilization 
on HIV/AIDS, Drug De-addiction, youth affairs, etc. at a very reasonable fee. 

Kindly Contact: 
Rev. dr. Praveenchand. 

Ph: 09012956618. 
E-Mail: dr.chand68@gmail.com
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WHO ARE YOUR PROPHETS?

Many years ago, I 
heard that a man I 
knew had left his job 

to become a ‘full time Christian 
worker’. When I met him some 
time later, I asked him what he 
was doing. He said he was an 
itinerant preacher going from 
church to church. When I asked 
him what he was preaching 
about, he said he talked about 
the prophecies in the books of 
Daniel and Revelation.When I 
further asked him why he had 
chosen this particular subject, 
his reply was shocking to me 
(I was young and innocent!). 
He said it was because that 
was what people liked to hear 
about!

This instance produces two 
questions for us. One is whether 
a preacher (or a writer) should 
bring out what the people want 
to hear or what the Lord wants 
them to hear. The second is 
about whom we would like to 
hear, the ones who tell us nice 

and interesting things, or what 
the Lord wants to tell us.

Certainly the Lord has much 
to tell us to encourage and 
comfort us. But He does not 
throw His pearls before swine. 
To those who have become 
weary, trying to be good and 
do good, He brings great com-
fort. “Come to Me, all who are 
weary and heavy-laden, and I will 
give you rest” (Matt.11:28). It 
seems, from the words of Je-
sus (Matt.7:13,14;Lk.13:24), that 
those who are really struggling 
to find that rest are f   ew. But 
everyone likes to receive words 
of comfort, even when they are 
walking in ways that are dis-
pleasing to the Lord, or lazing 
around, spiritually speaking. 
Then, when there are preachers 
who give ‘words of comfort and 
encouragement’ regularly, is it 
any wonder that many people 
flock to them?

New Year after New Year, we 
hear messages about how the 
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When John the baptiser came 
out preaching, his message was, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand” (Matt.3:2). 
This was the same message Jesus 
started preaching (Matt.4:17). 
But the popular message of today 
is, “Believe” – no repentance. 
This is the message people 
would like to hear, and this is 
what would make preachers 
popular. A sad thing is that 
even after years of listening to 
this message to ‘believe’, when 
there is no significant change in 
the lives of these people, they 
are still encouraged to keep on 
believing. What a difference 
repentance would have made to 
lives when they believed!

“The difference between true 
and false repentance lies in 
this: the man who truly repents 
cries out against his heart; but 
the other, as Eve, against the 
serpent, or something else” 
(John Bunyan). Is repentance 
only required for those who 
hear the Gospel for the first 
time? In fact, it is not preached 
even then. Don’t we, who have 
known the Lord for a long time, 
have any need for repentance? 
If we acknowledge that there 
are still numerous thing sin 
our heart and life that have 
not become like Christ, but still 
bear the character of the flesh, 
it is necessary for us to have an 
attitude of repentance that leads 

to life constantly (cf.Acts.11:18)?
Many prophets of old had but 

one refrain, “Turn to God from 
your evil” (2Kgs.17:13;Jer.18:11; 
Ezek.33:11;Zech.1:4).  Have we 
really grown spiritually to the 
extent that now we don’t need 
this warning from God in any 
area of our life? Don’t we need 
to hear from God, “How long 
will you put off entering to take 
possession of the land which the 
Lord, the God of your fathers, 
has given you?” (Josh.18:3), 
“How long will you hesitate 
between two opinions? If the 
Lord is God, follow Him; but if 
Baal, follow him” (1Kgs.18:21), 
“The love of money is a root 
of all sorts of evil, … flee from 
these things” (1Tim.6:10,11), 
“Now flee from youthful lusts 
and pursue righteousness, faith, 
love and peace, with those who 
call on the Lord from a pure 
heart”(2Tim.2:22), “Little chil-
dren, guard yourselves from 
idols” (1Jn.5:21), and other 
messages like them? But popu-
lar preachers have made many 
believe that all is well between 
them and the Lord, and all they 
have to do is to wait to be rap-
tured! Anyone who preaches 
about repentance and obedience 
will be shunned immediately as 
preachers of the Law and bond-
age. Such preachers are unlikely 
to be popular among the ma-
jority of Christians, it is sad to 
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Lord is going to make this year 
a special one unlike all the years 
that have gone by. Debts will 
be cleared, relationships will be 
restored, long lasting sicknesses 
will be healed, promotions will 
come, we will become house 
owners, years of prosperity are 
going to start, etc. Even if we 
have heard similar messages 
many times earlier, we hope that 
this time it will become true.

Another set of preachers brings 
out messages about the second 
coming of the Lord, blood 
moons, the Antichrist and his 
mark, Israel and their festivals, 
etc., that fill our curiosity. Isn’t it 
very interesting to listen to such 
learned speakers who bring out 
‘secret’ knowledge that very few 
on earth have received?

Who doesn’t like to hear about 
the love of God towards us, 
especially when the preachers 
make it absolutely clear that this 
has nothing to do with what we 
deserve or how we live? This 
gets exaggerated to the extent 
that this false grace becomes 
a licence for sin (Jude 4), but 
we cannot deny its appeal to 
everyone who hears!

Then there are preachers 
whose strength is in holding out 
hope for the future – a revival is 
coming, the Spirit is going to be 
poured out, dry bones are going 
to come alive, there will be rivers 

in the desert, things are going to 
make a turn around, etc.

It is no wonder that such 
preachers become very popular. 
By their charm and offer of great 
things to come, they gather more 
and more followers. If they also 
exhibit supernatural powers in 
their midst, their followers get 
absolutely convinced that they 
have found God’s spokesman 
for them on earth. This fan 
loyalty can become so strong that 
even when other people notice 
and point out discrepancies in 
the teachings or lives of these 
preachers, the followers hang 
on to them tenaciously.

What is commonly lacking 
among such preachers is a 
comparative absence of telling 
the people what they ought 
to do (apart from giving their 
tithes and seed money!). No 
obedience to the Lord and to 
His commandments is required 
from the people, but only 
‘faith’ that the Lord will do 
everything. People don’t have 
to seek after the Lord, learn to 
love God more than everything 
else, put away sin and idols 
from their lives, love and 
forgive those who do harm to 
them, etc. In fact, a whole lot of 
the warnings and exhortations 
in the New Testament become 
irrelevant or unnecessary for 
such preaching.
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note. What the people want are 
preachers who entertain them. 
“For the time will come when 
they will not endure sound doc-
trine; but wanting to have their 
ears tickled, they will accumu-
late for themselves teachers in 
accordance to their own desires” 
(2Tim.4:3).

So, who are the preachers 
we listen to, or read? That will 
indicate to us something about 
the condition of our hearts, 
whether we only want those 
who make us feel good about 
ourselves, or we want to hear 
those who expose to our own 
eyes who we really are. If we 
want a ‘nice time’, we can look 
for those who entertain us. But 
if we want our lives to show 
gratitude to the Lord for what 

He has graciously started in our 
lives, let us also be careful about 
who we spend time with and 
who we listen to.

People will appreciate us 
when we are careful about 
what kind of food we eat and 
what kind we avoid because of 
contamination. But the moment 
we say we want to avoid certain 
types of preachers, the cry will 
come out, “Do not judge!” But 
don’t we have to be actually 
more careful about our spiritual 
health than about our physical 
health?

DEBATE QUESTION

IS ONLY PRAYER ENOUGH, OR  
DO WE ALSO NEED TO TAKE ACTION?

Send your brief, reasoned opinion based on the Bible, to our 
postal or e-mail address. 

Whoever you are and whatever your view may be, we want to 
hear from you. So, write in!

(If  the opinion is too long, we will be constrained to cut it 
down. If  you have a question that you would like debated in this 
column, please write or e-mail us. Thank you.)

Light of  Life 
21, YMCA Road, P.O.Box 4576, Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400 008 
E-mail: lightoflife1@rediffmail.com or lightoflife2777@gmail.com

Jacob Ninan  
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Jacob Ninan  

hearts (Heb.4:12), or denying 
ourselves when we are tempted 
through the desires in our flesh 
(Jas.1:14,15). This is strong meat, 
isn’t it? What about forgiving 
others from our heart (Matt.6:12-
15;18:35), loving even our 
enemies (Matt.5:42,43), blessing 
those who curse us (Lk.6:28), 
being generous without looking 
for honour (Matt.6:2), giving to 
God cheerfully without a sense 
of compulsion (2Cor.9:7), etc.?

Grace is not only unmerited 
favour from God, but it is also 
the power of God to help us 
“to deny ungodliness and 
worldly desires and to live 
sensibly, righteously and godly 
in the present age” (Tit.2:11,12). 
People are not growing in 
grace and in the likeness of 
Jesus because this grace is not 
preached. Then they remain 
babies in Christ even years after 
coming to Christ (1Cor.3:1). And 
all the Christian programmes 
around them provide them 
with entertainment, dangerous, 
deceptive comfort and false 
hope.

Just look around and see.  
Which are the messages that 
are most popular? The most 
entertaining, the ones that 
appear to hold out hope for the 
future without dealing with 
real problems, the sensational, 
the impressive. When things 

get personal and deeper, 
the attendance comes down 
(Jn.6:66). What are the most 
enjoyed ‘devotionals’? The 
ones with an interesting story 
and a lesson even a child can 
understand. What are church 
going Christians exchanging in 
the social media to encourage 
one another (cf. Heb.3:13)? 
Platitudes, jokes, Bible verses 
(promises) set in a scenic 
background, etc. People are 
given to think that this is normal 
Christian life.

All of us who have received 
from the Lord something 
of precious value have a 
responsibility to share that with 
others who have not come that 
far in their spiritual journey. We 
are stewards of the grace we 
have received (1Pet.4:10). Let 
us not wait for a great revival 
to come, or some great leader to 
rise, but let our care for God’s 
kingdom and His people be 
seen in our ministering to His 
people according to the grace 
we have received. In the process 
of caring for the others, we 
will find that we ourselves get 
encouraged and strengthened 
(Rom.1:11,12).
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DECEPTION
Lily Abraham

Deception can come through many signs and lying wonders.

It is hard for most of 
us to heed warnings. 
We often hear of the 

sad consequences of such 
carelessness. Many young lives 
have been lost because they 
chose to ignore the warnings 
and went into dangerous areas 
in the sea. At least some of us 
think that such warnings are 
spoilsports and that they prevent 
us from enjoying life to the full. 
Recently, we heard about the 
sad and untimely death of a 
popular south Indian actor, as 
a result of excessive drinking, 
ignoring the warnings about the 
ill effects of alcohol. All these 
people deceived themselves into 
believing that nothing would 
happen to them, even if they 
enjoyed the forbidden things. 
All of us have the potential 
to deceive ourselves, or to 
be deceived by others. Many 
people, especially women, have 
been deceived into parting with 
their honour, gold or cash by 
conmen.

Flattery
The first victim of deception, 

recorded in the Bible, is the 
first woman herself. Eve was 
tricked into believing a lie, in 

place of God’s truth. Here the 
devil pretended to be her best 
well-wisher, even more than 
God. With his very ‘smooth 
words and flattering speech’, 
he managed to convince Eve 
that God was her enemy and 
that God commanded them not 
to eat of the fruit of the tree in 
the middle of the garden for 
an ulterior motive, and that 
this was the hindrance to their 
progress. The devil told her, 
“For God knows that in the day 
you eat of it, your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like 
God, knowing good and evil” 
(Gen.3:5). We are well aware of 
the very detrimental and serious 
consequences of Eve falling for 
this deception.

The devil has not stopped 
using this tactic of deception 
against God’s people. The 
Lord Himself and the apostles, 
inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
were aware of this and hence 
have warned about it in many 
places in the Bible. Paul warns, 
“Now I urge you, brethren, note 
those who cause divisions and 
offences, contrary to the doctrine 
which you learned, and avoid 
them. For, those who are such, 
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do not serve our Lord Jesus 
Christ, but their own belly, and 
by smooth words and flattering 
speech, deceive the heart of the 
simple” (Rom.16:17,18). The 
power of smooth words and 
flattering speech is too much for 
anyone of us to resist. And this 
is exactly the means by which 
Satan gets us away from our 
heavenly Father, the true living 
God.

The apostle Jude too warns 
against such deception. He 
found it necessary to exhort 
the believers that 
they needed to 
safeguard their 
faith because of 
the ungodly men 
who had crept into 
the church (v.3). 
He goes on to add 
that these ungodly 
people take God’s 
grace for granted and use it 
as a licence to indulge in sin, 
including sexual immorality. 
He says that these ungodly 
deceivers are marked out for 
condemnation long ago! Jude 
says, “These are grumblers, 
complainers, walking according 
to their own lusts; and they 
mouth great swelling words, 
flattering people to gain 
advantage” (v.16). Every girl, 
deceived by a man, is the victim 
of flattery. So, we need to be 
wary when someone flatters too 

sweetly. We need to go slow, 
till we are sure of their true 
intention.

Self-deception
The Lord Jesus Christ Himself 

has warned very strongly against 
being deceived. He warns us, 
“Beware of false prophets, who 
come to you in sheep’s clothing, 
but inwardly they are raven-
ous wolves” (Matt.7:15). When 
asked about the time of His sec-
ond coming and the end of the 
age, He began His answer with 

a warning, “Take 
heed that no one 
deceives you. For 
many will come in 
My name saying 
‘I am Christ’ and 
will deceive many” 
(Matt.24,Lk.21). 
From time to time, 
we have heard 

about this kind of deception, and 
the deceived people going to the 
extent of committing suicide!

Paul warns against self-
deception, “Let no one deceive 
himself ”(1Cor.3:18). The reason 
why he says this, follows from 
verses 16,17. “Do you not know 
that you are the temple of God 
and that the Spirit of God dwells 
in you? If anyone defiles the 
temple of God, God will destroy 
him. For the temple of God is 
holy, which temple you are. 
Let no one deceive himself.” 

 
 

The power of smooth words 
and flattering speech is too 
much for anyone of us to 
resist. And this is exactly 
the means by which Satan 

gets us away from our 
heavenly Father, the true 

living God.
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When God says He will destroy 
anyone who destroys the temple 
of God, He means it. To think 
that “I will somehow escape” is 
self-deception.

The worst deception would be 
to believe that we can continue 
in sin and yet inherit eternal life. 
Paul asks, “Do you not know that 
the unrighteous will not inherit 
the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived” (1Cor.6:9). Then he 
goes on to list the marks of an 
unrighteous life-style. “Fornica-
tors, idolaters, adulterers, ho-
mosexuals, sodomites, thieves, 
covetous, drunkards, revilers, 
nor extortioners will inherit the 
kingdom of God.” So, anyone 
practising (continuing in) one 
or more of these sins is trying 
to enter through the wide gate. 
But the wide gate leads only to 
death. And that is the purpose 
of the devil, the enemy of our 
soul. He is the one who wants to 
see us destroyed. But remember 
that it is the just who shall live 
by faith. “But if anyone draws 
back, My soul has no pleasure 
in him” (Heb.10:38).

Watch!
The apostle John too warns 

against being deceived. He says, 
“Little children, let no one deceive 
you. He who practises righteous-
ness is righteous, just as He is 
righteous. He who sins (continues 
in sin) is of the devil”(1Jn.3:7-8).

According to 2 Thessalonians 
2:9-11, deception can come 
through many signs and lying 
wonders too. It says, “The com-
ing of the lawless one is accord-
ing to Satan, with all power, 
signs and lying wonders, and 
with all unrighteous deception 
among those who perish, be-
cause they did not receive the 
love of the truth, that they might 
be saved. And for this reason 
God will send them strong de-
lusions, that they should be-
lieve a lie that they all may be 
condemned who did not be-
lieve the truth, but had pleasure 
in unrighteousness.” So, love 
the truth which is God’s word 
(Jn.17:17). It is dangerous not to 
love God’s word, not to believe 
its eternal truth and live in the 
light of these truths. God Him-
self would send delusions that 
such people may believe a lie as 
if it is truth!

We are exhorted to give the 
more earnest heed to the word 
we have heard, lest we should 
drift away (Heb.2:1). 2 Corin-
thians 13:5 tells us to examine 
ourselves, whether we are in 
the faith. We are told to “Test 
yourselves.” 1 Corinthians 16:13 
warns us to watch ourselves and 
to stand fast in the faith.

The apostle Peter, too, has 
warned us. He says, “Knowing 
this first that scoffers will come 
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in the last days, walking accord-
ing to their own lusts”(2Pet.3:3). 
In verse17, he says, “You there-
fore, beloved, since you know 
this beforehand, beware, lest 
you also fall from your own 
steadfastness, being led away 
with the error of the wicked.” 
These wicked deceivers “walk 
according to the flesh...and de-
spise authority”(2Pet.2:10). Ac-
cording to verses 10 and 14, they 
are bold, egoistical and given to 
greed. Ruled by their own de-
sires, they exploit people by us-
ing ‘deceptive words’(2Pet.2:3). 
The Bible says that these way-
ward spiritual leaders are 
headed for destruction and will 
take many unsuspecting and 
undiscerning people with them 
(vv.1,2).

Are You In The Faith?
All those people standing 

around the cross of Christ, calling 
out, “Crucify Him, crucify Him,” 
were all deceived people. These 
supposedly spiritual people 
were deceived into demanding 
the crucifixion of the very Son of 
God! And who deceived them? 
They were supposed to be the 
custodians of the Law and the 
prophets, the spiritual cream of 
the Jews of the time!

How do we know whether we 
are in the faith? 1 John 3:10 gives 
the test. “In this the children of 
God and the children of devil 
are manifest: whoever does not 

practise righteousness is not 
of God, nor is he who does not 
love his brother.”

The Lord has said in Matthew 
7:16, “You will know them by 
their fruit.” Those who are in the 
faith will be bearing much fruit, 
like the seed which fell on good 
ground. To be able to bear fruit, 
we need to abide in Christ and 
His word should abide in us. If 
anyone ignores these and thinks 
that he/she is in the faith, that is 
self-deception. Since we have a 
deceiving enemy, we need to test 
ourselves often and see whether 
the seed we received, though 
it sprang up, is choked by the 
thorns, scorched by the sun, or 
eaten away by the birds of the 
air. We cannot live by what the 
world teaches, because, what is 
highly esteemed among men is 
an abomination in the sight of 
God (Lk.16:15). “When the Son 
of man comes, will He really find 
faith on the earth?”(Lk.18:8).

God does not want anyone to 
be misled by false teaching. He 
wants us to be aware of those 
who deceive, and follow Him 
truly. Let us not be among “those 
who draw back to perdition, 
but of those who believe to the 
saving of the soul” (Heb.10:39).

Lily Abraham  
lives in Mumbai. She 

enjoys leading groups in 
Inductive Bible study.
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CErTaINTy, rEalITy aND 
ETErNITy

T. Kampu
We live in an age where people have less interest  

in God and spiritual things.

C. S. Lewis makes a simple and 
yet a very profound statement, 
“All that is not eternal is eternally 
useless.”

Certainty
The dictionary defines the 

word ‘certainty’ as ‘the state of 
being certain’, ‘an instance of 
being certain’ and ‘a fact or truth 
unquestionably established’. 
The Creator God and His living 
words in the pages of the Bible 
could as well be the synonyms 
of certainty, as they are so factu-
al, truthful, and unquestionably 
well established. The Creator 
God revealed Himself generally 
in creation, and explicitly and 
exclusively in His Son Jesus and 
in the Scriptures. The certainty 
of death was pronounced after 
man’s disobedience to God’s 
command in the Garden of 
Eden, the effect of which is ex-
perienced everywhere till now. 
The certainty of Christ’s life, 
death, resurrection, ascension 
and return is well stated in the 
Bible. Peter especially argued 
that the certainty of God’s judg-
ment, which fell on the people 

of Noah’s time, is a reminder 
that it is the same God who will 
judge the world (2Pet.3:3-15).

Reality
The meanings of the word 

‘reality’ are ‘true’, ‘genuine’, 
‘actually being or existing, not 
fictitious or imaginary’.

We live in an age where people 
have less interest in God and 
spiritual things. ‘Materialism’ 
and ‘technology’ have taken 
everyone captive. However, the 
invisible or immaterial things 
such as oxygen, sound, smell, 
power and senses are so real and 
vital that no one will deny or 
doubt their existence or reality. 
If all created things and beings, 
visible and invisible, are so 
real, how much more real is the 
reality of the Creator. Doubting 
the existence and reality of God 
is one of the greatest sins against 
God.

Someone said thoughtfully, 
“He who sees the invisible will 
be able to see the impossible 
things.”
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Moses and Joseph were able 
to ‘see’ the Creator God, who 
is invisible, and therefore 
could deny the fleeting worldly 
pleasures and youthful lusts.

After I got saved, I came across 
these thought-provoking lines 
while reading a book, “If each 
born again believer was given 
a very powerful telescope to see 
the realities of heaven and hell 
for a few minutes, they would 
never be the same.”

Eternity
Eternity is rooted 

in the very being 
of God. God is the 
only Being who 
is beginning-less 
and endless. The 
Bible is very clear 
on who God is and 
on man’s soul being eternal. 
The question is, whether the 
soul would be in heaven or in 
hell after leaving this temporal 
world.

God would not be God, were 
He not an eternal Being. We 
would not be bound by the need 
to share the Gospel, had eternal 
hell not been real. There are 
three things that abide forever, 
God, God’s word and those who 
do the will of God the Father 
(1Jn.2:17).

Remember, the visible things 
are temporal and the invisible 

things are eternal (2Cor.4:18). As 
invisible air is more important 
than food and clothes for our 
survival in this world, so are 
the spiritual things and our 
relationship with the Creator 
God for our eternal life in 
heaven.

May the certainty of God’s 
promise of His Son’s glorious 
return to take us home give us 
the incentive to work harder in 
His mission. May the reality of 
God’s very personal presence 

motivate us to 
live well and do 
everything that 
pleases Him. May 
the blessed and 
blissful reality 
of heaven help 
God’s children 
to worship Him 

joyfully. At the same time, may 
the reality of the horrible and 
terrible state of eternal suffering 
in hell that awaits those who 
reject God’s offer of life in 
Christ compel us to be seized of 
the urgency of mission and be 
passionate in reaching as many 
as possible with the Good News 
of salvation available to them 
freely, by God’s grace.

 
 

 The Bible is very clear on 
who God is and on man’s 

soul being eternal. The 
question is, whether the 
soul would be in heaven 

or in hell after leaving this 
temporal world.

T. Kampu 
 is President, Asia Antioch 

Seminary, Guwahati, 
Assam.
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JEsus Was uNPOPular
Zac Poonen

Holiness in the life of Jesus brought Him a lot of  
misunderstanding, opposition and persecution.

As we look at the life of 
Jesus, we see that God 
not only sent His Son 

to die for the sins of the world, 
but the way He lived on earth is 
a demonstration to all of us as 
to how God wants man to live. 
We see His humility and we see 
a little bit about His holiness. 
His was a life that overcame sin; 
it was a life of purity. What was 
the source of this?

Jesus’ holiness came out of a 
life of meditation on the word of 
God. We read in the Scriptures 
(Lk.2) that when He was 12 
years old, He knew enough of the 
Scriptures to even confound the 
great scholars of His time. And 
remember, in those days, there 
were no printed Bibles like we 
have today; people did not have 
a Bible in their homes. The Old 
Testament was handwritten, 
and only the synagogue in the 
village or town would have a 
copy. Only rich people could 
afford to have even portions of 
the Old Testament with them.

Listen To God
So, it was only those who 

listened carefully when they 

were being taught by the Rabbis 
in the synagogue who could 
know what the Scripture said. 
And Jesus listened as a little boy. 
Remember, He had emptied 
Himself of all the supernatural 
ability He had as God. He came 
as a little baby. The Bible says 
He grew in wisdom. In other 
words, His growth was just like 
ours, growing in the knowledge 
of the word. Only thus could He 
be an example for us. From that 
meditation on the word of God, 
He saw and understood what 
the Father wanted, just like we 
can understand it. He saw that 
the word of God spoke more 
than what was written on the 
surface. He dug deep. The Bible 
says if you dig, as you would 
dig for hidden treasure, you will 
find the knowledge of God.

To have a superficial knowl-
edge of the Bible is easy. You 
can read the Bible like you read 
a physics book or a chemistry 
book and get knowledge. But to 
know God through His word is 
quite a different thing. And that 
came to Jesus, not just by medi-
tation, but also by obedience to 
what He saw in the word. Many 
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people read the Bible only to 
get messages to preach, particu-
larly if they are preachers. You 
are in great danger if you read 
the Bible only to get messages, 
read books in order to prepare 
sermons, or listen to tapes to get 
points for your sermons. That is 
a very dangerous practice be-
cause you can be more interested 
in what you have to say to other 
people than what God has to say to 
you.

The best way to prepare a 
sermon is, first of all, to hear 
what God is saying to you and 
to obey that, and 
then from your life 
speak as a message 
for others. The 
word of God is 
like a two-edged 
sword. One edge 
must cut you before 
you can use the other edge, in 
your ministry, to expose sin in 
another. When Jesus meditated 
on the word of God, He found 
that there were a lot of things 
there which were completely 
contrary to the traditions that 
were being practised by people 
in His time.

Expose Hypocrisy
It was not just meditation 

on the word; but Jesus also 
depended on the Holy Spirit. 
The Bible says that Jesus was 
filled with the Holy Spirit. Jesus 

lived just like us. His holiness 
came out of a life of meditation 
of God’s word and being filled 
with the Holy Spirit. If we 
follow in His footsteps, we too 
would get revelation on His 
word, and our life will come 
to genuine holiness, getting in 
line with God’s thoughts. The 
Bible speaks about our mind 
being renewed that comes through 
meditation on God’s word.

When He saw that God’s word 
proclaimed a certain standard 
and a certain thing, He preached 
that, even though His preach-

ing ran counter to 
or against all the 
popular traditions 
of His day. Jesus 
did not go forth as 
a scholar or as one 
who had gradu-
ated from some Bi-

ble school. He went forth as One 
who had meditated on God’s 
word in secret, lived in secret 
and heard God speaking to Him 
through the Spirit. He spoke 
forth the word as a prophet, not 
just as a preacher; He proclaimed 
it faithfully. This is what made 
Him expose the hypocrisy and 
the worldliness of the Pharisees. 
The other people couldn’t see 
that; other people just blindly 
thought that the Pharisees were 
spiritual people. Jesus not only 
exposed the hypocrisy of the 
Pharisees, He exposed the doc-

 
 

The word of God is like a 
two-edged sword. One edge 

must cut you before you 
can use the other edge, in 
your ministry, to expose 

sin in another.
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trinal error –the wrong interpre-
tations of the Scriptures – that 
the Sadducees held.

Jesus’ holiness is seen in the 
fact that He never sought to be 
popular in His preaching. It is 
a tremendous temptation to a 
preacher to seek to be popular, 
particularly if you want to re-
ceive money for your preach-
ing. If you preach things that of-
fend people, you won’t get gifts; 
you won’t get invited again. But 
then, you can’t proclaim God’s 
word faithfully as well. All who 
proclaim God’s word must pro-
claim it prophetically as the mouth-
piece of God. That is part of ho-
liness. Our holiness needs to 
be seen not only in our words, 
but in our life. We must be ab-
solutely true to God. Holiness is 
manifested in not seeking to please 
men, but to please God.

There was a time when even 
His enemies told Him,”We 
know, Teacher, that You are 
very honest, and You teach 
the truth regardless of the con-
sequences, without fear or 
favour”(Matt.22:16TLB).Those 
of you who preach, I want to ask 
you a personal question. Can it 
be said of your preaching that 
you are honest, and you teach 
the truth regardless of the con-
sequences, and without fear and 
without favour? That is the type 
of preacher India needs to hear 
in every church.

Be Angry
Jesus had a tremendous zeal 

for the purity of God’s house. 
When people beat Him, pulled 
the hairs out of His head and 
face, and ill-treated Him in so 
many ways, called Him the 
prince of devils, He never got 
angry nor said anything. You 
could do anything to Jesus per-
sonally, and He would never 
say anything; He would just 
forgive you. But when He saw 
God’s house being defiled by 
people trying to make money in 
the name of religion, He was a 
different person. It says in John 
2:15 that He made a whip and 
He drove them all out of the 
temple. He said,” Stop making 
My Father’s house a house of 
business.” Then His disciples 
remembered what was written 
in the Scriptures, “Zeal for Your 
house will consume Me.” Righ-
teous anger burned in Him.

Do you know the meaning of 
Ephesians 4:26, “Be angry, but 
do not sin?” There is a command 
in that verse asking you to be 
angry!We always thought that 
anger was a sin. Anger is a sin in 
certain situations. In certain other 
situations, as it says in Ephesians 
4:26, we must be angry. We can 
know the difference from the 
life of Jesus. When they insulted 
Him, spoke evil of Him, slapped 
Him, beat Him, pulled the hairs 
from His beard, spat on Him, 
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Oasis India (www.oasisindia.org) has been in existence since 1994 and is currently engaged 
in projects based on education, training, microfinance, health & psychosocial care as well as 
residential rehabilitation. These projects aim to help people move from being victims of injustice, 
poverty or other marginalization, to living and contributing  to stable life in community. We are 
located in the cities of Bangalore, Chennai, and Mumbai.

Given below are the current vacancies in Oasis India 

Project Manager (1 No. Location: Kamathipura Hub Mumbai): To provide leadership to 
Kamathipura Hub staff and oversee Outreach, Education, Night shelter, Sports, Early Encounter 
& Prevention activities. This role will involve writing project proposals and reports. The Project 
manager will be responsible for budgeting, planning and implementation of activities, monitoring 
of budget and funding. Must have knowledge of Government policies, laws, rules and avail of 
facilities that are relevant to receive support for the project activities. 

Qualification & Experience: A mature Christian motivated by the love of God. Master’s 
degree in Social Work or a related field required. 5-7 years’ of relevant work experience, 
preferably in anti-human trafficking. At least three years’ experience in managing a team. 
Fluent in written and oral communication in English, Hindi and Marathi. High level of proficiency 
with Microsoft Office applications.

Project Coordinator – Early Encounter & Prevention (1 No. Location: Kamathipura Hub 
Mumbai): To provide leadership to EE team and oversee the prevention work. This role will 
involve producing children before CWC and procuring & verifying documents of the victims. The 
Project coordinator will be responsible for home investigation of the children. 

Qualification & Experience: A mature Christian motivated by the love of God. Master’s 
degree in Social Work or a related field required. 2 years’ of relevant work experience. 
Prior experience in Early Encounter type of work is preferred. At least one year experience 
in managing a team. Fluent in written and oral communication in English, Hindi and Marathi. 
Proficient with Microsoft Office applications.

Sr. Liaison Officer (1 No. Location: Kamathipura Hub Mumbai): To coordinate the early 
encounter work in the railway stations (CST, LTT & Dadar). The Liaison officer will be required to 
network with NGOs, Police officials, Child Welfare Committees & Government authorities. The 
role will also involve planning and executing the early encounter program, taking the rescued 
children to the CWC and conducting home investigations.

Qualification & Experience: A mature Christian motivated by the love of God. Any graduate 
with 2-3 years’ experience of working for an NGO. Prior experience in Early Encounter type 
of work is preferred. Oral and written communication in Marathi, Hindi and English is a must. 
Should be skilled in networking, communication, and relationship building.

Junior Liaison Officer (1 No. Location: Kamathipura Hub Mumbai): Responsible to trace 
the children on the railway stations (CST, LTT & Dadar).The role will involve in planning and 
executing the early encounter procedures to rescue the children. The Junior Liaison Officer will 
be responsible to network with NGOs, Police officials, Child Welfare Committees & Government 
authorities. 

Qualification & Experience: A mature Christian motivated by the love of God. 10th pass. 
Able to communicate in Marathi, Hindi. Should be good in networking, communication, and 
relationship building.

Send in your applications at: jobs@oasisin.org 
Contact person: Ms. Swapna Peter/ Telephone No: 022 -24113360
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crucified Him, He was never 
angry. He said, “Father, forgive 
them.” He was angry when 
God’s house was being defiled; 
when poor people were being 
exploited; when the Pharisees 
and the elders of the synagogue 
would not allow Him to heal a 
man with a withered hand on 
the Sabbath day.

So, we see the 
type of anger that 
we need to have 
is, when we see 
God’s house and 
God’s name being 
d i s h o n o u r e d ; 
when we see 
poor people 
being exploited. 
And when is it 
we should never 
be angry? When 
people insult us, 
harm us, exploit 
us, do all types of evil to us and 
speak all types of evil against 
us. So, in anything concerning 
ourselves, we should never be 
angry. But when it concerns the 
purity of God’s house, and the 
way people exploit others, we 
need to be angry. 

Unfortunately, in the world it 
is the other way around. People 
in the world get angry when it 
concerns them. When they see 
God’s name being dishonoured 
in the church, they are not angry. 

That is exactly the opposite of 
how it was with Jesus. There is 
an anger that is holy, and there 
is an anger that is sinful. When 
Jesus used the whip that day in 
the temple, He was not bothered 
whether people misunderstood 
Him. He was not bothered 
about what even His disciples 
thought about Him. He was 

only concerned 
about the purity of 
God’s house. He 
didn’t lose control 
of Himself. He was 
in perfect control 
of Himself. He was 
not diplomatic 
either. He didn’t 
go to those 
people, who were 
changing money, 
and say, “Will 
you gentlemen 
please move your 
tables?” He turned 

the tables, made the coins run 
here and there, and chased the 
sheep, the oxen and the birds, 
out of the compound. He came 
to bring a sword and He used it 
unsparingly. It cut, it wounded, 
and it hurt, and thus the Father’s 
glory was manifested.

Be Like Jesus!
So, holiness in the life of 

Jesus brought Him a lot of 
misunderstanding, opposition 
and persecution. It is the same 

 
 

You are not going to be 
popular if you live a holy 

life. I mean, if you are only 
thinking in terms of paying 

your taxes, washing 
people’s feet, doing what is 
right, and never exposing 
sin in Christendom, then 
you may be popular. Then 
you are being diplomatic.
But if you follow Jesus all 
the way, your holiness will 

lead you to expose sin.
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in the world today. You are not 
going to be popular if you live a 
holy life. I mean, if you are only 
thinking in terms of paying your 
taxes, washing people’s feet, 
doing what is right, and never 
exposing sin in Christendom, 
then you may be popular. Then 
you are being diplomatic. But 
if you follow Jesus all the way, 
your holiness will lead you to 
expose sin. The Bible says, in 
Ephesians 5, that we must, by 
our life, expose and rebuke the 
works of darkness. Jesus’ life was 
the most beautiful, the most 
orderly, the most peaceful, and 
the happiest life this world has 
ever seen, because He was only 

interested in pleasing God. He 
was not interested in pleasing a 
single human being. He didn’t 
care about people’s opinions.

Do you know that you and 
I can live such a life? Do you 
long for such a life? Why don’t 
you bow your head right now, 
as you complete reading this 
study, and pray a simple prayer, 
“Lord Jesus, I have been trying 
to please men too much. Forgive 
me. Help me to follow You and 
seek to please You alone.”

Zac Poonen  
is a Bible teacher and the 

author of a number of books 
on the deeper Christian life. 

He resides in Bangalore.

   


(Affiliated to Indian Institute of Missiology) 

 
We offer the following programs in missiology 
 
Residential program  : B.Th and M.Div – for the young men and women 
Evening College  : B.Th and M.Div. – for the lay people 
Extension program  : B.Th and M.Div. – for the cross cultural missionaries 
Modular program  : M.Th. and D.Miss – for the Church and mission leaders 
Distance Education program : B.Th. and M.Div. – offered through churches, missions, and NGOs 

Features : 

 Excellent cross cultural context and exposure 
 Ideal for pastors and missionaries 
 Opportunity for higher level missiological training 
 Partial scholarship available for deserving candidates 
 D.Miss is the college program 
 Campus is also available for any retreat, seminars and camps 

Please apply :       Please call: 

Registrar       044-2-764-5584 
India Graduate School of Missiology    0-944-515-9913 
167, Red Hills Road, IkkaduKandigai   0-994-377-7106 
Tiruvallur, TN 602 021     sjena1700@gmail.com 
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POEM
LOOKING UNTO THE ROCK OF AGES

Suresh Manoharan
Sin is looking for the right thing in the wrong place,  
Remarked Augustine, a wise saint. 
This truth we see in the Scriptures often,  
And unerringly paint. 
Historically, those who searched for the right thing in the wrong place 
Have been left to regret deeply  
For walking right into a dark world of maze.

Beginning with Adam, we see that our grandparents sought wisdom, 
But instead of finding it in obedience,  
They searched for it in a place that led to their doom. 
The tree, to which they went searching,  
Was supposedly the fount of knowledge.  
It turned out to be one from whence sprouted ignorance!

Praise God! To remedy the situation, emerged yet another tree at Calvary.  
Disdainfully looked down upon as ‘foolishness’, 
This tree would set free all of mankind  
Caught up in vanity of sin  
Committed by our ancestors at the behest of a serpent – Oh-so-crafty.

There we see one Judean, King Asa,  
Once the beneficiary of God’s great act of redemption, 
During yet another war, sadly looking elsewhere for help,  
Drifting from his Saviour afar. 
He paid a great price for his foolish act  
Of looking for help in the wrong direction, 
Getting blamed by a prophet sincere under God’s instruction.

Oh, is there not also an account of a rich farmer  
Seeking security in his vast currency? 
After reaping a harvest of bounty, he was all merry. 
He mused, with so much of money,  
His future, with or without God, would be all rosy. 
Sadly, very soon he would leave this world tragically!

Quoted often as middle part of the Bible, Psalm 118:8 stands tall, 
Warning us that looking towards fallible sources of help  
Would eventually lead us to a fall. 
So, dear friends, in emergency, Let’s look unto the ‘Rock of Ages’, 
Whose love and care for us are infallible,  
As proclaimed truthfully by the Biblical sages.

Suresh Manoharan  
is Associate-cum-Youth   

Pastor in Christian   
Fellowship Church,  

Hyderabad.
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Do you feel called to reach the unreached people groups / Muslim nations? 

INDIA ACTS 1:8  
 Vision: India to become a mission-sending nation to be witnesses of the     Lord Jesus Christ 

even to the uttermost parts of the world (Acts 1:8) 

KINGDOM SCHOOL 
We Train, Equip and Send   

to reach the unreached people groups and Muslim nations  
Mission to West Asia 

Situated in West Asia are the 7 churches in the Book of Revelation, many 
places we read about in the Bible and where the early church existed.   

Come and be equipped as soldiers for the Kingdom of God!

We invite young, mission-minded single men between 22-34 years for the 40 days Mission Train-
ing and Launching Programme in New Delhi focussed on Cross Cultural Missions, followed by a 
period of Church Planting Internship for selected candidates before they are sent to West Asia or to 
plant churches in North India.  

The Training is focussed on making disciples, disciple-multiplication, different methods of outreach 
/ evangelism / Church Planting in a cross cultural context and much more; taught exclusively in 
English by well experienced International and Indian teachers / men of God.

The candidate should

• be able to communicate well in English  

• have good Bible knowledge OR Bible College qualification  

• have some experience in ministry with leadership skills

• be willing to adopt a new culture  

• apply for Passport if selected to go to West Asia 

• be in good, sound health for long-term ministry  

• not be engaged for marriage at the time of applying for the Training 
We select 20 candidates from churches / ministries / Bible Colleges all over India.  

Scholarship can be considered for needy candidates for the Training in New Delhi.  

Candidates selected to go to West Asia will be sponsored for one year and further guidance will be 
given to continue long term in West Asia.  

Training starts from August 20 - September 30, 2016 in New Delhi. Apply soon! 

Write to us for the Application Form 
Email: ksd4nations@gmail.com 

Dr John Thomas 09654987351    Dr Joy Rajaretnam 09899123660   Rohit 08375820128
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PrayEr FOr rulErs
P . R. Parichha 

Christians need to intercede for the rulers  
if they are to have spiritual discernment.

I urge, then, first of all, that 
requests, prayer, inter-
cession and thanksgiv-

ing be made for everyone – for 
kings and all those in authority, 
that we may live peaceful and 
quiet lives in all godliness and 
holiness” (1Tim.2:1).

Whom To Pray For?
Under the inspiration of the 

Holy Spirit, the apostle Paul 
urges us to pray for those in 
authority. Authority, normally, 
means people who rule in ac-
cordance with the constitution 
of their country. In this context, 
God’s people have the responsi-
bility to pray for their own coun-
try and the people who rule over 
them, such as the president, the 
prime minister, the cabinet min-
isters, the parliament, etc. As 
we come down to our States, it 
is our responsibility to pray for 
the chief minister and his cabi-
net, the legislative assembly, the 
secretariat, etc.

What Should We Pray?
A careful reading of 1 Timothy 

2:1 reveals that it is not an ordi-
nary prayer – it is intercessory 

prayer. We are commanded to 
not only pray, but intercede for 
the people in authority, primar-
ily because their decisions af-
fect the citizens for good or bad. 
Therefore, Christians need to in-
tercede for the rulers if they are 
to have spiritual discernment 
and be led by God’s wisdom 
and knowledge as they take de-
cisions on various issues and 
seek solutions to the problems 
at various levels of governance. 
Let us not forget that the rulers 
and those in authority over us 
have been appointed by God 
in His sovereign will and plan 
(Col.1:16).

Why Should We Pray?
We should pray that we may 

live peaceful and quiet lives. 
Who does not want peace and 
a peaceful atmosphere to live 
in? Today the world is in a state 
of chaos and multiple crises, 
struggling to achieve peace and 
happiness. They seek peace and, 
at the same time, they prepare 
for war. What a paradox! War 
and peace cannot co-exist. In 
the Old Testament, peace meant 
absence of war. The decisions of 
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the national leaders can affect not 
only their nations, they can also 
have far reaching ramifications 
globally. While God will hold 
the leaders accountable for the 
decisions and actions they take, 
as Bible believing Christians, we 
need to take God’s command to 
pray for the national and world 
leaders more seriously so that 
God intervenes at the right time 
and His sovereign plans, not 
the plans of the mortal men, 
are implemented on the earth 
(Matt.6:10).

Do We Have A Choice?
Can we choose which 

government to pray for? 
Absolutely not! 1 Timothy 2:1 
suggests that it is God’s will 
that we intercede as well as give 
thanks for everyone in authority. 
How hard it is to do that, given 
the prevailing political situation 
in our country! But we’ve got 
to do it, because it is God’s will 
and command.

Examples
The best example for us to 

follow is in the book of Daniel. 
Daniel, the prophet, worked 
as administrator under three 
heathen kings and took every 
opportunity to prove his God, 
Jehovah, as the living God. He 
faithfully served the heathen 
government of his time as well 
as the God he believed in. He 

was never moved or disturbed 
by the unfavourable circum-
stances. His unshakable faith 
and trust in the living God ex-
alted him much higher than his 
expectation. He never compro-
mised his prayer life. When the 
decree was signed for his death 
sentence, because he refused to 
bow before the idol, he stood 
firm and continued to pray to his 
God. Daniel was a man of faith, 
courage and prayer. Today God 
is looking for servants like Dan-
iel, Elijah and the apostles Paul 
and Peter, who glorified God 
through their faithfulness, loy-
alty, courage and integrity.

In the Old Testament we 
read about different kings who 
ruled the people of Israel, some 
of whom were good and some 
bad. Some followed justice and 
fulfilled God’s will, but oth-
ers did evil and brought dis-
pleasure of the Lord. Rulers 
have a great responsibility to 
do justice to the people under 
their care. Otherwise, people 
suffer socially, physically and  
mentally. 

The God of the Bible is on the 
throne, ruling and controlling 
the universe. “In the year... I saw 
the Lord seated on the throne, 
high and exalted, and the train 
of His robe filled the temple” 
(Isa.6:1). This is a majestic and 
awesome description of the 
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Supreme God we worship. What 
a privilege to worship such a 
God, the Creator of the universe 
and all that we see therein! 

Are we obeying God’s 
command to pray for the rulers 
of our nation, and those of the 
world, for peace and godliness 

P. R. Parichha  
is the Chairman of the 

India Missions Association 
and President of India 

Evangelistic Association, 
Cuttack.

to prevail, so that our sovereign 
God is glorified and exalted on 
the earth?

ASHA HANdICRAFTS ASSOCIATION, MUMBAI
We are a Christian NGO working for the cause and upliftment of the artisans of handicrafts 
in India. 

We are looking for a dynamic Christian who has a passion for showing the love of God in the 
dealings with our artisans and for their development. The individual will join our team as a 
General Manager. His / her main task would be to successfully execute our primary business 
of procuring handicrafts from Indian artisans and marketing them locally and internationally 
to buyers at Fair Trade prices and practices.

He / she will report to the CEO and be required to share his load and assist him in carrying out 
the task of running an efficient and caring organization, whose business consists of market-
ing, procurement, vendor development, product design, logistics, export and finance.

He / she should have 15 to 18 years of industrial experience, preferably in commercial FM-
CGs, with a proven track record in similar positions and good leadership qualities. Preferred 
age group is 40 to 45 years.

The position is Mumbai-based, but will involve domestic and foreign travels for business 
needs.

Please apply with your Bio-data by 15th June 2016 to: darryl.braganza@gmail.com 
However, if you wish to mail/courier us your Bio-data, please send it to: 

The Chairman, Asha Handicrafts Association, Building No. 5, Patel Industrial Estate,  
Near Range Office, Gokhiware, Vasai East, Thane 401 208, Maharashtra.  

Tel.:  +91 250-3092000

Light of Life
INVITING ARTICLES

Light of Life magazine is meant for inspiring, instructing, informing and influencing people in becoming 
better followers of Jesus Christ. We welcome original and unpublished articles, poems, testimonies, book 
reviews, etc., that would be edifying. Authors must be those who affirm the final authority of the Bible 
in all matters of doctrine and ethics, that God is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and that Jesus is the only 
Saviour of the world. 

The typical length of articles is 1500 words or less. Articles will be selected by the editors at their 
discretion and further edited to correct errors, fit available space and to align with the format, style and 
layout adopted by the magazine. 

General guidelines for authors is given in the Light of Life website at www.lightoflife-india.com
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arE yOu FIghTINg ThE baTTlE 
agaINsT DIsObEDIENCE?

Swapna Peter
Obedience brings blessings, disobedience  

results in misery.

Life is full of choices. Ev-
ery day we make a lot of 
choices. Do you make 

the right choices and obey God? 
Obedience is not a new word 
for us. From Genesis to Revela-
tion, the Bible has a lot to say 
about obedience. The first great 
character we see in the Bible is 
Abraham. He is truly a hero of 
obedience. The history of man-
kind begins with the command-
ment of obedience, resulting in 
the tragic conse-
quences of disobe-
dience. Adam and 
Eve in the Garden 
of Eden were just 
required to obey a 
single command-
ment from God. 
They failed, and their disobedi-
ence resulted in sin and misery 
in the world.

Let’s focus on Saul’s 
disobedience and learn why 
obedience is important in a 
Christ-centred life. Saul had a 
good beginning as a king, but 
was destroyed after  he went 

‘his own way’ and disobeyed 
God. He ruined his life by his 
disobedience. How and why?

The commandment to obey.
One day God’s commandment 
came to Saul through Samuel, 
“Go and attack the Amalekites! 
Destroy them and all their pos-
sessions. Don’t have any pity” 
(1Sam.15:3).

Saul’s disobedience. Saul 
disobeyed by keeping the 

best cattle and 
destroying the 
weak.“They kept 
the best sheep 
and cattle, so 
they could sacri-
fice them to the 
Lord your God” 

(1Sam.15:15).

Consequence. God rejected 
Saul as king. “You disobeyed the 
Lord, and I won’t go back with 
you. Now the Lord has said that 
you can’t be king of Israel any 
longer” (1Sam.15:26). Saul chose 
his own way and ended up bad-
ly. Saul won the battle, but lost 

 
 

Saul won the battle, but 
lost his integrity. He chose 
the selfish way and rejected 
the way of God. He wanted 
to please people rather than 

God. 
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his integrity. He chose the self-
ish way and rejected the way of 
God. He wanted to please peo-
ple rather than God. He went 
his own way and not God’s. He 
did not take God’s command-
ment seriously.Pride led to his 
downfall.

Lessons Learnt 
• Obedience should be taken 

seriously. Make a conscious 
effort to obey God every 
moment.

• Obedience should start from 
small things and encompass 

all things. Don’t be selective 
when it comes toobedience. 

• Obedience should be 
complete, not partial. Partial 
obedience is disobedience.

• Excuses, objectives, pride 
cannot justify disobedience.

• Obedience brings blessings, 
disobedience results in 
misery.

Swapna Peter  
is Senior HR Manager  

with Oasis India, Mumbai.
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for our sins. For our sins He 
bled and died. Our forgiveness 
was at the cost of His precious life. 
The Father is always waiting 
to embrace His children with a 
forgiving heart.

The truth is that many people 
say they forgive, but they never 
forget. Have you forgiven those 
who have caused the ills and 
hurts in your life and forgotten 
the unpleasant and painful 
experiences? If not, then ask 
God to give you His grace to do 

Swapna Peter  
is working as senior 

HR professional, lives 
in Mumbai 

so. Let us focus on Christ Jesus, 
who has paid a huge price to 
redeem us from our sins, and 
He will help us to forgive and 
forget. 

When our stubborn heart changes 
to a forgiving heart, Jesus Christ is 
glorified in our lives.
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raTIONalIsINg sIN
Binoy Kumar Muduli

We don’t realise how deadly the results of rationalising sin can be.

Recently I was watching 
a TV debate on NDTV 
on the issue of Shakti-

man, the Uttarakhand Police 
horse. Shaktiman was in the 
news for being hit by a BJP MLA, 
Ganesh Joshi, in a protest riot in 
Uttarakhand. The horse was so 
badly injured that his leg had to 
be amputated. Interestingly, the 
debate turned from the issue of 
‘horse-hitting’ to that of ‘horse-
trading’, with the poor animal 
getting trapped in the political 
cross-fire! The most disturbing 
and bizarre part of the debate 
was the way the daughter of the 
BJP MLA argued, justifying and 
defending her father’s brazen 
action. (Sadly, the horse died.)

The Bible says, “When wick-
edness comes, so does con-
tempt, and with shame comes 
reproach” (Pro.18:3). Such at-
titudes of stubbornness and 
denial should not take us by 
surprise. Ever since the sin of 
disobedience poisoned man’s 
life through the fall of Adam, 
man has been in the habit of 
disowning, sometimes even jus-
tifying, his wrong-doings. This 
is a clear evidence of how man 
has been enslaved by sin. When 

God’s searching eyes found out 
Adam’s nakedness as the result 
of sin, he bluntly denied, blurt-
ing out, “It’s not me, Lord,” and 
convenientlypassed on the buck 
to Eve.

Sin Blinds The Soul
The evil inclination to sin is 

one of the greatest injuries that 
we have received from the sin 
of Adam. This made Paul weep 
when he saw himself impelled 
by desire to the very evil he 
abhorred. “I see another law in 
my members...captivating me in 
the law of sin” (Rom. 7:23). When 
a man who has contracted an evil 
habit passes the sea of life in the 
weak and shattered vessel of the 
flesh, it is very difficult for him 
to save his soul because a bad 
habit blinds the understanding, 
hardens the heart and makes the 
sinner obstinate till death.

Beware Of Slow Leaks
Most spectacular sins are like 

flat tyres: they are not usually 
caused all of a sudden by a loud 
pop of a blow-out; rather, they 
are almost always the result of a 
slow leak. The long-term effect 
of small rationalisations, of small 
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disobediences, or small neglects 
can, over time, snowball into 
immensely destructive activity. 
That is what we see in King 
David’s life. Beware of slow 
leaks in your spiritual life. David 
was amazing at great things, 
but slowly he began to change 
as he rationalised small things. 
We don’t realise how deadly the 
results of rationalising sin can 
be. Disobedience, rebellion and 
deadliness of intentional sins 
have grave consequences in the 
life of a believer. In a few years 
after the historic victory over 
Goliath, David had a disastrous 
fall. In the sequel of ‘David and 
Bathsheba’, the giant-killer was 
himself slain by a giant called 
lust in his late 40s!

Spiralling Downward 
The Bible warns us, “If you do 

what is right, will you not be ac-
cepted? But if you do not do what 
is right, sin is crouching at your 
door; it desires to have you, but 
you must rule over it”(Gen.4:7).
Being tempted to commit sin 
is not the same as falling into 
sin. But when we linger near a 
source of temptation, we wilful-
ly or unknowingly invite sin to 
crouch at the door of our hearts, 
and before we realise it, sin 
creeps into our inner chambers 
and takes control of us. We get 
enticed, baited, hooked and fi-
nally reeled in by lust! The story 

of David in 2 Samuel 5:13 gives 
us an open account of the dread-
ful steps downward that results 
in a disastrous fall, destroying 
our life and testimony.

First, we desensitise our con-
science through disobedience. 
Then, slowly, we become in-
volved in so-called acceptable 
things that are actually unac-
ceptable to God. Initially, it is 
just carelessness—a slight wan-
dering, a tiny loosening in those 
acceptable areas. Like King Da-
vid’s fall, the downward spiral 
is triggered by the small acts of 
disobedience back in the early 
days of our life. We gradually 
loosen our grip on the values 
God asks us to live by and un-
wittingly allow the ‘little foxes’ 
to ruin our vineyards that are in 
bloom (SS.2:15).

Second, we start rationalis-
ing sin. If God says it is wrong, 
it is wrong—even if everybody 
else does it. There cannot be any 
argument against it. God de-
signed us to be seekers of good, 
seekers of glory. Sin distorts and 
corrupts this seeking, but it does 
not obliterate or remove it. This 
is why we cannot do an evil act 
unless we convince ourselves 
that what we are doing is good. 
In other words, to be a fallen hu-
man is to be a rationaliser of sin. 
We invent reasons to justify our 
sinful thoughts, words and ac-
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tions! God has given us a con-
science, which acts as a check on 
this kind of rationalisation. But 
the conscience can be calloused, 
suppressed, even seared. This 
often occurs with the aid of oth-
er people. “If everybody’s doing 
it,” we think, “then it can’t be 
evil.” This is one of the reasons 
why sin seeks partners in crime. 
We make a deceptive agreement 
with others in order to suppress 
our consciences and continue 
with our lustful desires.

The Devil’s Bargain
“Let’s join one another in sin. 

It doesn’t even have to be the 
same sin. You do your sin. I’ll 
do mine. But neither of us will 
call it sin. I will not condemn 
you, if you will not condemn 
me.” This is what the sin-tox-
ic mind whispers! I call it the 
devil’s bargain, which many of 
us have made. It’s part of what 
animates our contemporary no-
tion of tolerance. Our refusal 
to judge or condemn someone 
else’s actions is an attempt to 
protect ourselves from the same 
judgment. It’s a perversion of 
“Judge not, lest ye be judged.” 
In order for this deception to 
work, there is no scope for dis-
sent. Everyone must get on with 
the programme. Everyone must 
acknowledge the rationalisation. 
No one must stand out from the 
crowd. The Bible says,“For you 

have spent enough time in the 
past doing what pagans choose 
to do—living in debauchery, 
lust, drunkenness, orgies, ca-
rousing and detestable idolatry. 
They are surprised that you do 
not join them in their reckless, 
wild living, and they heap abuse 
on you” (2 Pet.4:3-4).

Seek Him Now
Let us refuse to make the bar-

gain. We won’t join the fantasy 
world that they have rationa-
lised into existence. The real-
ity of sin calls for repentance. 
Therefore, let us seek to live 
upright and godly lives. An 
upright and godly life is a re-
minder of God’s design and a 
visceral challenge to our fantasy 
world. If we accommodate one 
sin, we inevitably begin to ac-
commodate many more. If we 
begin to slide down the slope 
of rationalisation, we will pick 
up speed rapidly. Let us not 
loosen our grip on personal ho-
liness, but confess our sins and 
flee from temptations. Let us 
always be on guard against the 
unguarded moments. “Be sober, 
be vigilant; because your adver-
sary, the devil, walks about like 
a roaring lion, seeking whom he 
may devour” (1Pet.5:8). 

Binoy Kumar Muduli  
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The event is to take place 
at the most glorious and 
mysterious wedding. 

Mid-air is the special venue fixed 
for it. The Bridegroom Himself 
has lovingly sent out personal 
invitation to every living person 
in this world. Those who 
have accepted the invitation 
keep waiting and watching in 
anticipation. But sadly, many 
have not taken the invitation 
seriously and found excuses to 
reject the offer. Every human 
being who has personally made 
a choice to participate in this 
event is assured of a place at 
this reception. No such person, 
whether poor or rich, small or 
great, honoured or despised, 
alive or dead can ever miss it, 
for when the time comes all 
will automatically be ushered 
in to the venue. There is no 
difference or discrimination, for 
all are equal there! Preparations 
are in progress as the time is 
drawing nigh. Transportation is 
by air at the expense of the host 
and the travel time taken will 
be equivalent to the blinking of 
an eye. Date and time are not 
yet announced, but the living 
invitees are advised to watch 

ThE grEaTEsT rECEPTION
V. M. Abraham

The return of the Lord Jesus Christ is the glorious hope  
of every believer.

and be ready for the take off at 
any time. The departure call will 
be so loud and clear that it will 
be heard by everyone, including 
the deaf, who is in Christ, 
whether dead or alive.

Confusion And Chaos 
Let us visualise the scene be-

ing played out immediately af-
ter that trumpet call is sounded. 
Two friends who had responded 
differently to the invitation are 
working on a project. The one 
who had accepted the invita-
tion disappears suddenly from 
the scene while his co-worker is 
left behind. The news media all 
over the world flash headlines 
reporting the sudden disappear-
ance of millions of humans from 
the face of the earth. Children 
who are left behind have no 
clue about their parents’ sudden 
disappearance; and parents left 
behind are frantically searching 
for their missing children. No 
whereabouts of the employees 
in factories and offices. Several 
Christian families are not trace-
able. Everyone remaining on 
the earth is completely confused 
and baffled at these bizarre 
happenings. This would be the 
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beginning of the seven-year 
period of unparalleled sorrow 
and misery this world is going 
to experience, prophesied in the 
Bible as the great tribulation. As 
the people of this world and its 
godless systems face the worst 
ever turmoil, every child of God 
will be celebrating joyfully their 
complete redemption in God’s 
kingdom above!

The Glorious Hope
Jesus is the only one who 

came into this world to die to 
save sinners from eternal death. 
By His sacrificial and vicarious 
death He offered new life to the 
human race that was dead in sin. 
Before Jesus went to the cross He 
had told the disciples what kind 
of death He would face and that 
He would rise from the dead 
three days later (Matt.19:19). As 
time of crucifixion drew near 
He made a comforting promise 
to His disciples that after the 
resurrection He would go to His 
Father’s house in heaven and 
then come back to take them to 
be with Him (Jn.14:3). Later on, 
the risen Lord had appeared 
to the beloved apostle John 
and told him twice, “Behold I 
am coming soon!” which He 
further attested by the blessed 
words, “Yes, I am coming soon” 
(Rev.22:7;12,20). From that time 
believers everywhere took this 
promise seriously and began to 

look forward to the ‘soon coming’ 
of the Lord. Jesus never fails, He 
is always faithful. “God, who 
has called you into fellowship 
with His Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord, is faithful” (1Cor.1:9). All 
the promises of God are “Yes” 
in Christ (2Cor.1:20). “Not one 
word has failed of all the good 
promises He gave through His 
servant Moses” (1Kgs.8:56). 

Now, 2000 years later, the 
promise of Christ’s return is 
yet to be fulfilled. There were 
scoffers in the first century, 
even as there are today who 
say, “Where is this ‘coming’ He 
promised?  Ever since our fathers 
died, everything goes on as it has 
since the beginning of creation” 
(2Pet.3:4). While their question 
sounds reasonable for a natural 
man, the apostle Peter exhorts 
every one, “But do not forget 
this one thing, dear friends: with 
the Lord a day is like a thousand 
years, and a thousand years 
are like a day. The Lord is not 
slow in keeping His promise, 
as some understand slowness. 
He is patient with you, not 
wanting anyone to perish, but 
everyone to come to repentance” 
(2Pet.3:8-9). It is the patience of 
our Lord and His love for the 
sinners that delays His return. 
That is the reason why He keeps 
the invitation open and beckons 
everyone to “Come unto Me,” 
that whosoever will may come! 
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“I tell you, now is the time of 
God’s favour, now is the day of 
salvation,” says His word.

Only God knows the last 
person appointed for eternal life 
(Acts 13:48), and the moment 
he/she says “yes” to the call of 
Jesus, the patience of the Lord 
on the still unrepentant human 
race will run out. Then “the Lord 
Himself will come down from 
heaven, with a loud command, 
with the voice of the archangel 
and with the trumpet call of 
God, and the dead in Christ will 
rise first. After that, we who are 
still alive and are left will be 
caught up together with them 
in the clouds to meet the Lord 

in the air” (1Thess.4:16-17). 
There the mysterious marriage 
of the Lamb and the greatest 
reception ever will take place 
(Rev.19:9). Christ and the church 
as His bride shall dwell together 
forever.  

The return of the Lord Jesus 
Christ is the glorious hope of 
every believer. “Everyone who 
has this hope in him purifies 
himself, just as He is pure” 
(1Jn.3:3).
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WHAT IS THE MOST IMPORTANT THING WE 
SHOULd dO TO dRAW PEOPLE TO CHRIST?

Prior to our Lord’s coming, John the baptist was His forerunner. 
He drew people to Christ.  

As he appeared on the scene first, people were drawn to him, and 
he pointed them to Christ. What made people come to him? His life 
and his message.
1. His life of simplicity and sincerity.
2. His life of profound devotion to Christ.  
3. His methods and message.

There were no finances involved. His message called people to 
repentance – specific and practical. More than his ‘dip in the Jordan 
river’ (method), the stress was on repentance. John lived a life of 
integrity and humility so that “Christ would increase and he would 
decrease.” He was honest and did not hesitate to call the priests 
and self-righteous people of his day ‘vipers’. He was bold as a lion. 
The tough wilderness was his ‘seminary’. 

He was supernaturally appointed by God, unlike today’s Bible 
thumpers, hot gospellers, the self-styled ‘youth pastors’ and guitar 
strummers who may draw crowds, but do they draw people to 
Christ? Do they point people to Christ? They come to ‘do ministry’, 
and people are drawn to such as these, only to discover there is a 
hidden agenda.

John’s non-compromising message got him into trouble and he 
was beheaded. Jesus Himself continued John’s ministry of preaching 
repentance (Matt.4:17). Do we hear “repent for forgiveness of sins” 
in the sermons today? Or only “by grace you have been saved 
through faith”? 

Saul’s message, after he encountered the risen Christ on his way 
to Damascus, was similar to John’s and our Lord’s, “...repent and 
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turn to God, and do the works meet for repentance.” He lived the 
Gospel. He was not ashamed to share the same (Rom.1:27).

We are not called ‘to do’, but ‘to be’ (Acts 1:8). We ‘do’ as a result 
of being (2Cor. 5:17). Walk the talk, and people will notice that our 
walk is consistent with our talk. 

The enabling for this ‘walk’ comes from our Lord’s resurrection 
power (Phil.3:10). The above message holds good for all those who 
claim to follow the Master, and learn from Him, and do what He 
did. 

Tino & Mara Nazare, Panjim, Goa.
Jesus, after His resurrection, told His followers to go throughout 

the world and tell the Good News to every person (Mk.16:15). The 
disciples were successful in accomplishing this task in the then 
known world. The important thing we should do to draw people 
to Christ is to tell them the Good News that God has made a way 
for people to have their sins forgiven and live with God.

Unless we are perfect, our preaching will have little effect on others. 
We should be pure, free from anything that makes our body and 
soul unclean, and strive to be perfect in the way we live (2Cor.7:1). 
Also, we should love others as we love ourselves (Jas.2:8). People 
who do not believe in Christ, when they see our godly conduct, 
will give glory to God on the day He visits us (1Pet.2:12).

U. Jacob Udayakumar, Bellary, Karnataka.
The most important thing we must do to draw people to Christ 

is to practise what we preach. It is our behaviour and life-style that 
impress people more than our words. Our witness is more important 
than a hundred sermons. Jesus’ words in Matthew 23:15, “How 
terrible it will be for you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites! 
You travel over land and sea to make a single convert, and when 
this happens you make him twice as fit for hell as you are,” are 
truer in today’s church than ever. Jesus wants us to be the lights of 
the world and shine in such a way that men must notice our good 
deeds and glorify our God in heaven.

I once led a person to Christ. She was illiterate. I never told her 
a word about Jesus, because I didn’t speak her language. She 
voluntarily came to me and said she wanted to become a Christian. 
When I asked her the reason for her decision, she said she had been 
observing me for about two years as she worked for me, and wanted 
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to “become one of us.” Today it is so important for Christians to 
“do what everybody is doing” – to “blend in with the crowd’ – that 
they light their lamp and cover it with a basket.

Bernard Thangasamy, Nellore, Andhra Pradesh.
Primarily, all those who call themselves ‘Christian’ must be 

models and followers of the commandments of the Old and New 
Testaments – God’s word. When we, the believers in Jesus Christ, 
walk in His footsteps, imitating the perfect life He lived for thirty-
three and a half years in this world, we can draw people to Christ. 
The Lord said to His disciples, “I tell you the truth, anyone who has 
faith in Me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater 
things than these, because I am going to the Father” (Jn.14:12). A 
little later, He gives them an assurance, “I will not leave you as 
orphans; I will come to you” (Jn.14:18), indicating that He would 
soon come back to them in the form of the Holy Spirit to dwell 
within them to enable them to do the ‘greater works’ of living and 
proclaiming the Good News of God’s kingdom to all the nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem (Lk.24:47). 

When we allow the Holy Spirit to direct our thoughts, words and 
life-style in accordance with the eternal values of God’s kingdom, 
people can be drawn to Jesus Christ, in whom the fullness of 
the Godhead dwelt when He lived among us as the Son of Man 
(Lk.1:19; 2:9). 

P. D. Arthur Prasad, Mysore, Karnataka.
Firstly, I must know Christ, who He is and what He has done for 

me. This knowledge can come through parents, pastors or good 
friends. However, to know Christ through a third person may not 
give me a personal experience of Him and His divine work in my 
life. It is my personal encounter with Jesus Christ that motivates me 
to share the joy of knowing Him in person.

Secondly, my new life in Christ must reflect Him and His presence 
in me, as the famous chorus goes, Let the beauty of Jesus be seen in me...

Thirdly, we should talk of Christ and His living presence in and 
all around us. In our youth days we were taught a song in Urdu, 
which begins with these lyrics: Kalame Khuda khud mujjasm hua hai... 
meaning “The Word has become flesh.” 

Fourthly, we should avoid forcing others to come to church, or to 
follow the rules and regulations taught by our traditions; rather, we 
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should prayerfully introduce others to Jesus Christ. When they see 
and observe that we model Christ and the values of His kingdom, 
I don’t think anything will hinder them from coming to Christ and 
believing in Him.

Benjamin R.K.Lall, Goalpara, Assam.
All we need to do is to love people and show that love in action 

first, unconditionally. Let the first glance at people guide us to ask, 
“How can I make these people who bear the image of God know their 
God?” instead of “How can I make them Christians?” St. Francis 
said, “Preach the Gospel always, and use words if necessary.” Jesus 
in His farewell speech pointed out to His disciples, “If you love 
one another, then the world will know that you are My disciples” 
(Jn.13:35). We must realise that love that leads to service to people 
by using our physical body sacrificially is the sensible worship 
(Rom.12:1).

E. D. Karunakaran, Tiruninravur, Tamil Nadu.
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noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 

BELIEVERSWEDDING.COM

A matrimonial website developed exclusively for the Indian Christian community

For all those who are seeking “LIFE PARTNER” (BRIDE/GROOM) (Indians & NRI’s)  
an endeavour of the New Life Fellowship Church

Office:  
No: 84/3, 3rd Floor, UCF Centre, Hennur Main Road, Lingarajapuram, Bangalore 560084 

Phone: 080-65312900/65832788/25482036/7760655061   (Mon-Fri) (10:00 am to 5:00 pm) 
Email: info@believerswedding.com / reachnewlifevoice@gmail.com 

Log on to web site: www.believerswedding.com

MATRIMONIAL

WANTEd GROOM

Protestant Christian parents invite proposals from God-fearing, post-graduate Doctor 
or Engineer, having no smoking and drinking habits, for their daughter whose details 
are as follows: Date of birth 19 February 1990. Height 5’4”. Educational qualification 
B.E. (IT), MBA (Marketing). Working for a multinational company. Member of 
Methodist Church. Contact No.09869451812. E-mail:avh9460@hotmail.com.
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a Unique Opportunity!
Study Christianity at the University of Madras!! 

Department of Christian Studies  Offers:
   M.A. Christian Studies 
   M.A. Christian Scriptures 
   Post Graduate Diploma in Ethics and Human Resource Management 
   Post Graduate Diploma in Ethics and Bio-Technology 
   Post Graduate Diploma in Spirituality and Counselling 
   Post Graduate Diploma in Biblical Languages and Interpretation 

Eligibility: Any Bachelor’s Degree from a recognized University – No Age Limit 
   Certificate in Christian Scriptures and Interpretation 

Contact:
044- 2539 9619 (or)

94448 25175
99529 13141 

xtianstudies@gmail.com
Visit: www.unom.ac.in

Eligibility: Pass in +2 examination or a qualification accepted as equivalent 
thereto – No Age Limit 

   B.A. (Tamil & English) and M.A. (English)  in Christian Studies are offered     
       through Distance Education also 
 

   Fee concession for SC /ST Candidates 
   Eligible to write UGC NET exam on Comparative Study of Religions 
   Hostel / Accommodation facilities are available 

Department of 
Christian Studies, 

University of Madras, 
Chepauk, 

Chennai - 600 005 

FAITH GOOD WORKS FELLOWSHIP (FGF) 
(Christian Child Development Organization)

NEEDS PRAYER PARTNERS AND VOLUNTEERS

VISION 
HAPPY FAMILY AND COMMUNAL HARMONY

MISSION 
COMMUNITY BASED HOLISTIC CHILD DEVELOPMENT IRRESPECTIVE 

OF CASTE AND CREED THROUGH TUITION CENTRES AND SUPPORTING 
ORPHANS/SEMI-ORPHANS AND HANDICAPPED CHILDREN IN THEIR 

LIVING CONTEXTS.

FIELD 
HARBANGA BLOCk OF BOUDH DISTRICT IN ODISHA.

The Board of FGF invites volunteers to join in and shoulder the burden 
of serving these children unconditionally in the model of Jesus Christ. 

Contact: E.D. karunakaran, Director +91-9444493945  
Mail ID: faith_goodworks@rediffmail.com
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“The Lord is like a father to His children, tender and 
compassionate to those who fear Him” (Psa.103:13).

Once a young father 
was having serious 
problem at home with 

his family and a senior friend 
came alongside to help him. 
This letter, written 
by the senior 
and addressed to 
this young man, 
happened to come 
my way. I thought 
it might help any 
young father, and 
so I share it with 
you. 

Dear Rajesh (name changed),
I have just finished spending 

some time in prayer for you.
Do we think of ourselves as 

world  leaders, bringing coun-
tries to birth with a stroke of our 
pen, or sending thousands to 
their deaths with just one com-
mand?

But as fathers we are world 
leaders, Rajesh. Each person is 
an unfolding world, as vast as 

the wide expanses of earth and 
sea. Our wives and our children 
have inner lives that we build 
or break by what we say or do. 
They look to us for the image of 

our Heavenly Fa-
ther. Their world 
depends on us.

Rajesh, you 
have got to take 
this seriously. The 
broken world of 
a child will never 
be quite the same 

again, and each day it’s for bet-
ter or for worse.

I am sorry I am going on 
like this, but nothing, absolutely 
nothing in the world is worth it 
if the price is sadness and fear 
within the four walls of our 
home. No money, no career, no 
prestige, position or fame. These 
things will one day turn to ashes 
in our hands and we will wish 
that things could be different 
between us and the ones we love. 
By that time it may be too late.

 
 

Our wives and our 
children have inner lives 
that we build or break by 
what we say or do. They 

look to us for the image of 
our Heavenly Father. Their 

world depends on us.

NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FaThErs – lEaDErs aT hOME
Oby Cherian
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Sorry for being so forthright. 
I know it might jeopardise 
our relationship. But there is 
too much at stake and I can’t 
pretend I don’t know, and you 
are too close to me to just let it 
pass.

Can we talk some time when 
you are free?

With warm regards, Uncle 
Charles (name changed).

I often think it may be a good 
idea that children 
below seven years 
go around with 
this notice on their 
clothes – fragile, 
handle with care. It 
might help us treat 
them differently.

Our Bible is 
unique in that I 
know of no other 
world view where 
God is repeatedly 
referred to as 
‘Father’. I am sure 
many children 
whose fathers 
have been a terror, 
will see this a 
little differently. 
That is why we 
Christian fathers 
have a tremendous 
responsibility to show our 
children what the Heavenly 
Father is like. It’s difficult to 

get the perfect ratio of love and 
authority. But like I said in the 
last issue, if we must err, let us 
lean on the side of love. We will 
be safe that way. In Jesus we see 
how God loved us recklessly 
and to the end. His disciples had 
become His family.

Pointing to His disciples, He 
said, “Here are My mother and 
My brothers” (Matt.12:49). He 
gave them first priority and the 
lion’s share of His time, energy 

and finally His 
own life.

“ H a v i n g 
loved His own 
(‘disciples’- Living 
Translation) who 
were in the world, 
He loved them till 
the end” (Jn.13:1). 
Do we love our 
own as Jesus loved 
His own?

There are some 
things about chil-
dren we parents 
do not realise. Be-
cause of their small 
size we think their 
emotions are also 
pint sized. That is 
not true. A five-
year old is emo-
tionally almost as 

complex as a fifteen-year old 
who is a little less than adult size. 
Just because we are physically 

 
 

There are some things 
about children we parents 

do not realise. Because 
of their small size we 

think their emotions are 
also pint sized. That is 

not true. A five-year old 
is emotionally almost as 
complex as a fifteen-year 

old who is a little less than 
adult size. Just because 

we are physically bigger, 
that does not give us the 

right to push them around 
as we like or, as Barclay 

says, “to treat them with a 
discourtesy we will never 
dare to show a stranger.” 
They need respect and an 

explanation just like  
adults do.
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bigger, that does not give us the 
right to push them around as we 
like or, as Barclay says, “to treat 
them with a discourtesy we will 
never dare to show a stranger.” 
They need respect and an expla-
nation just like adults do. They 
are full persons in a little body, 
and we must handle them with 
this in mind.

Children suffer during 
conflicts. This is not only true 
in war. It’s also true in families. 
When the parents have a fight, 
some of the gall is spilt on the 
children who have words like 
these shouted at them, “Your 
father is such a jerk!” or “Your 
mother is such a shrew!” as 
though the child is somehow 
responsible.

Don’t let us involve innocent 
children in our wars.

In the last issue I quoted a part 
of the poem, Children learn what 
they live with by Dorothy Law 
Nolte. Here I give you the rest.

“If a child lives with hostility, 
he learns to fight. 

If a child lives with pity, he 
learns to feel sorry for himself. 

If a child lives with jealousy, 
he learns what envy is. 

If a child lives with tolerance, 
he learns to be patient. 

If a child lives with sharing, he 
learns about generosity. 

If a child lives with honesty 
and fairness, he learns what 
truth and justice are. 

If a child lives with security, 
he learns to have faith in himself 
and in those about him. 

If a child lives with friendliness, 
he learns that the world is a nice 
place in which to live. 

If a child lives with acceptance, 
he learns to love. 

With what is your child 
living?”

“He called a little child to Him, 
and placed the child among 
them. ‘See that you do not 
despise one of these little ones ’” 
(Matt.18:2,10).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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VACANCY FOR HOME PARENTS
KARUNA WELFARE, a Bible based Christian organisation in Mumbai 
that manages a children’s home for orphan boys, is looking to employ 
committed, born again Christian couples with a heart for children to serve 
as Home Parents in its homes for boys (age group 4 to 15 years).

Qualifications required:

• English speaking
• A heart to raise children for the Lord

Starting salary Rs.7500 (with annual increment)

Accommodation and food provided on the campus.

Suitable candidates may apply to: 
Mrs. Neena Mathews (Superintendent, Karuna Sharan) 

E-mail: neena@karunasharan.org 
Tel.No. 09967731582 

Address:  
Karuna Sharan, C/o The Ambassador High School,  

Behind Vithal Mandir,  
Valiv, Vasai (E) 401 208.
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Stacey Bradford, an 
author, writes in CBS 
Moneywatch about 

idling around a pool. A complete 
stranger started bragging about 
how much money he made and 
how little time he had to spend 
it. “This conversation went 
against a rule I was taught as 
a child: you don’t talk about 
money and you certainly don’t 
boast about your own wealth. 
Oddly enough, no one else 
seemed uncomfortable.”

Gold-ringers
People, these days, do not hes-

itate to draw attention to their 
wealth. Rather, they prefer doing 
all they can to make sure others 
don’t miss it. More than a decade 
ago a person (from an immodest 
culture) visited a friend’s home 
and noticed they had a fridge, 
TV, washing machine, micro-
wave oven and a music system. 
Except the television, which was 
in the hall, the rest of the elec-
tronics were in other rooms. He 
chided his friend saying that all 
of these items should have been 

kept in the hall itself so than any 
visitor could see them. He asked 
how people would know these 
items were owned if they were 
not displayed. Notice that these 
things were valued not for their 
utility but for the status they 
represented.

Now, things have changed a 
lot –flaunting has become easi-
er. People carry premium brand 
cell-phones, not because they 
need them, but because they 
are expensive. Why do people 
buy luxury sports cars in In-
dia when almost no roads ex-
ist where they can legally drive 
above 100 km/h, which almost 
any car can anyway do? They 
would not even be offended 
if it were suggested that it is 
boastfulness that makes them 
buy such products. The slogan 
for our times is: if you have it, 
flaunt it. They would be only 
delighted to reveal the amount 
that was spent for everything. 
These are people who ‘know 
the price of everything and the 
value of nothing’.

WORd ANd THE WORLd

sIgNs OF ThE END TIMEs
Cyril Georgeson
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Paul writes to Timothy, “In the 
last days people will be lovers 
of money, lovers of self ... and 
lovers of pleasure.” People are 
looking for signs of the last days 
all the time, but we can see it so 
clearly in behavioural patterns. 
Though the epistle of James 
forbids showing favouritism to 
those who wear ‘a gold ring’, 
this is obeyed more in the breach 
even in churches. Gold-ringers 
are included in the church 
leadership team irrespective 
of their integrity and spiritual 
maturity. When everything is 
valued by cost we are visibly 
lovers of money.

Self-lovers
The most pervasive display 

of self-love is the mobile cam-
era and the selfie stick. In Janu-
ary this column had suggested 
that 2016 would be the year of 
the selfie stick. The selfie stick 
has been banned at Disney over 
safety concerns. This is not only 
on the rides, but at entry itself. 
It also has been banned at Wim-
bledon and even by Apple, the 
smartphone pioneer, at their 
developers’ conferences. It may 
be a favourite with many, but its 
intrusiveness and inappropriate 
use are becoming a bother.

But, this obsession with ‘see 
and click’ comes at a high price. 
We are now unable to develop 

long term memories. It’s more 
like ‘see, click and forget’. In an 
earlier age a photograph was a 
memory. Seeing a photograph 
triggered a memory which went 
beyond the photograph itself 
– often kicking off nostalgia. 
Now, with thousands of duck-
face, fish-gape, sparrow-face, 
model-pout selfie faces clicked 
in front of food, on the beach, 
in the bathroom and where-not, 
we are just capturing the mood 
of the moment. Nobel Prize win-
ner and renowned psychologist 
Prof. Daniel Kahneman, in the 
Time Life April 16 issue, talks 
about people having essentially 
two selves: the experiencing self 
and the remembering self. The ex-
periencing self lives in the pres-
ent and makes minute-by-min-
ute memories. The experiencing 
self keeps track of too many 
everyday memories, which are 
impossible to be retained by the 
human brain. These soon fade 
away. On the other hand, the 
remembering self retains what-
ever triggers an emotion, what’s 
important and this essentially 
becomes long-term memory. 
The remembering self is what 
nostalgia is made of. Now, the 
experiencing self is so overload-
ed that it has overtaken the re-
membering self. 

Further, because of our insa-
tiable desire for ‘likes’ we are 
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dressing, eating, shopping, ex-
ercising and doing other things 
to satisfy the need for visual 
validation from others. Before 
going ‘click, click, click’ we have 
already anticipated the moment 
of acknowledgement (read 
‘likes’) instead of just ‘living in 
the moment’. The selfie camera 
with Instagram and its filters is 
scripting our life. Internet guru 
Chetan Deshpande says, “In the 
quest of anticipated memory, 
the real connection is lost.” Lov-
ers lose an intimate moment just 
to capture the perfect moment. 
If it was not interrupted by the 
camera it could have been a life-
long memory in their minds. “In 
this culture of cool, people don’t 
have the patience to wait for a 
moment that would actually 
be worthy of remembrance – 
they’d rather create it.” The cost 
is quite high – we don’t pause 
long enough to know our true 
selves or even experience deep 
and abiding relationships.

Why Remember?
A quick search in your Bible 

app will show that ‘remember’ 
is used more than 200 times in 
the relationship between God 
and His people. Memorials and 
symbols were often used to re-
inforce the remembering self. 
After the flood at Noah’s time 
God proclaims that the rainbow 
is the reminder that He will 

never again destroy the whole 
world in a flood. When the Is-
raelites crossed the Jordan, each 
tribe picked up a stone from the 
bed of the river and built an al-
tar for remembrance of deliver-
ance. The Ark of the Covenant 
contained manna to remind the 
people, of God’s miraculous 
provision to them, during their 
wanderings in the desert. When 
a disciple participates in bap-
tism or the Lord’s Table it’s the 
remembrance of the death and 
the resurrection of Jesus from 
the dead.

Let’s not rush through life, 
scripting every event and pros-
trating before the selfie-camera. 
But we can savour our time here 
on earth being a blessing to oth-
ers – Christ is our model who 
calls us to be imitators. Even 
our descendants are not going 
to look through the 45 lakh pho-
tographs we have accumulated. 
We will surely get more real 
world ‘likes’– if we live as one of 
the few who were not lovers of 
money, lovers of self and lovers 
of pleasure. And that will bring 
real abiding pleasure and glory 
to God.

Cyril Georgeson  
serves with InterServe and 

resides in Mumbai.
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MADRAS CHRISTIAN 
COLLEGE CAMPUS
MATRICULATION 
HIGHER SECONDARY 
SCHOOL

C/o
Madras Christian College (Autonomous)

Tambaram East, Chennai – 600 059
Tel: 22396772

E-Mail: Principalmcctam@Gmail.Com

Post-Graduate degree with B.Ed., and 
10 years of teaching Higher Secondary 
classes, having administrative experience 
of 5 years and above in reputed schools. 
Age below 55 years.

The School offers attractive salary.
Apply within 10 days to 

The Chairman 
School Managing Committee

Principal

Requires
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In chapter 17 verses 3-6 
we read the account of 
the settling of the tribe 

of Manasseh.
Joseph was one of the twelve 

sons of Jacob. Yet, because 
of his faithfulness, he ended 
up receiving the portion that 
belonged to the firstborn, getting 
a double portion, 
and thus his two 
sons, Ephraim and 
Manasseh, got an 
equal portion of 
the land, as if they 
were full tribes.

A part of the tribe of Manasseh 
(Num.32) had already got 
their portion by settling on the 
eastern side of the Jordan. They 
were content to live outside 
of the Promised Land. They 
settled for something less. But 
there was a part of Manasseh 
that was not willing to settle 
outside of God’s Promised 

Land. At the head of this 
portion of Manasseh were the 
daughters of Zelophehad.

In the nation of Israel there 
were laws of property and in-
heritance. It was always the 
sons who inherited the property 
from the father. But these five 
women of faith – the daughters 

of Zelophehad – 
were going to see 
to it that daughters 
weren’t discrimi-
nated against. 
They appealed to 
Moses, and now, 

twenty years later, they remind 
Joshua of the decision that Mo-
ses made.

There are two spiritual 
principles that we can learn 
through this incident.
1. God wants to give all of us, 

men and women alike, all 
of our spiritual inheritance. 
In God’s kingdom the full-

 
 

In God’s kingdom the 
fullness, completeness, and 

richness of riches of His 
grace are available to both 

men and women.

There is gender equality when it comes to receiving 
 freely of His grace.

LEAdERSHIP LESSONS FROM  
THE BOOK OF JOSHUA

NO gENDEr INEQualITy IN  
gOD’s KINgDOM

Vijay Thangiah
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ness, completeness, and rich-
ness of riches of His grace 
are available to both men 
and women. There is gender 
equality when it comes to re-
ceiving freely of His grace.

 We don’t have it, more of-
ten than not, because we 
don’t try to obtain it, we 
don’t ask. There’s a wonder-
ful boldness on the part of 
these sisters. They were not 
afraid to ask for what was 
rightfully theirs. The apostle 
James wrote (4:2), “You do 
not have, because you do not 
ask.”

 Great leaders 
encourage and 
give opportu-
nities for both 
men and wom-
en, to freely 
avail the riches 
of His inheri-
tance.

2. In Jesus Christ all believers 
are one. We are all equally 
the heirs of God, and race, 
gender, and other distinc-
tions have nothing to do with 
it. The apostle Paul said in 
Galatians 3:26-28, “By faith 
in Christ you are in direct 
relationship with God. Your 
baptism in Christ was not 
just washing you up for a 
fresh start. It also involved 
dressing you in an adult 

faith wardrobe – Christ’s life, 
the fulfilment of God’s origi-
nal promise. In Christ’s fam-
ily there can be no division 
into Jew and non-Jew, slave 
and free, male and female. 
Among us you are all equal. 
That is, we are all in a com-
mon relationship with Jesus 
Christ” (The Message para-
phrase).

 In the Lord’s eyes, male and 
female are equal and both 
have rights. Neither is, by ar-
bitrary power, to lord it over 
the other, or by clever ma-
nipulation, to selfishly try to 

get his or her own 
way. We see both 
principles at work 
in the first story of 
faith and initiative 
of these daugh-
ters who boldly 
claimed the inheri-
tance they knew 

was theirs from the Lord. 
For them possessing the land 
wasn’t a problem, but an op-
portunity.

 May we continue to give and 
make use of opportunities to 
both men and women to enjoy 
the riches of His inheritance.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.
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After two days of just lying 
there in pain, some workers 
found her and put her on a 
makeshift cot and loaded her 
into their jeep and drove 150 
miles over deep rutted roads 
to find a doctor who could 
set the broken bones. But the 
very bumpy ride damaged 
her bones so badly that her 
hip never completely healed. 
He says, “I visited my mother 
in her mud-covered hut 
several weeks after all of this 
happened. I watched as she 
took two bamboo crutches 
that she had made herself, 
and moved from one place 
to another with her feet just 
dragging behind because 
she had lost all feeling in 
them.” He says, “At age 75, 
with a broken hip, unable 
to stand on her own two 
legs, I thought that I made a 
pretty intelligent suggestion. 
I suggested that she retire.” 
He says, “She turned around 
and looked at me and said, 
‘What value is that? If we try 
to preserve this body just a 
few more years and it is not 
being used for God, of what 
value is that?’ So she kept on 
working. She kept on riding 
her donkey to villages until 
she was 93 years old... And 
she continued to tell people 
about Jesus Christ until she 
died at age 95.”

5. Caleb experienced what God 
had promised!

 He climbed the mountains 
and he defeated the giants 
– he claimed his possession. 
The name of the place Caleb 
inherited used to be called 
Kirjatharba (city of the four 
giants). Now it was named 
Hebron (seat of association 
or fellowship). Caleb refused 
to quit until he had obtained 
everything the Lord had for 
him! He refused to stop until 
he had obtained that place of 
fellowship with God.

 Where are you in your 
personal walk with the 
Lord? Have you entered into 
your victory, or are you still 
wandering around in the 
wilderness struggling day 
to day? God has a place of 
peace and power for you, but 
you must be willing to claim 
your possession. It isn’t for 
the faint-hearted, but it is for 
the faith-hearted. 

 Half-hearted Christians are 
faint-hearted Christians, and 
they never learn to conquer 
the giants in their lives.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.

 
 

Your baptism in Christ 
was not just washing you 
up for a fresh start. It also 
involved dressing you in 
an adult faith wardrobe – 
Christ’s life, the fulfilment 
of God’s original promise.
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CrOssWOrD NO.27
 Deuteronomy ch.1-17 New International Version (IBS) 

J. Fredric Dawson
Answers received after 5th July 2016 will not be considered.

Send in your answers with Bible references by E-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, reach Light 
of Life, Post Box 4576, 21-YMCA Road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400008, not later than July 5, 2016. 
Please indicate your name, address and Light of Life Subscription Number while sending the answers. 

Clues Across

1. “…………. and take to heart this day that the 
Lord is God in heaven above and on the earth 
below. There is no other…” (ch.       v.      )

6. “You will rule over many nations but …… will 
rule over you” (ch.     v.      )

8. The Lord’s hand was against them until he had 
completely eliminated them from the …….. 
(ch.    v.     )

9. Then, as the Lord commanded us, we set out 
from Horeb and went towards the hill country 
of the Amorites through that …… and dreadful 
desert that you have seen. (ch.       v.       )

10. God had given Esau the hill country of Seir as 
his …. (ch.      v.       )

12. “Do not pervert justice ….. show partiality” 
(ch.       v.      )

13. “I have given ….. to the descendants of Lot as 
a possession” (ch.     v.      )

14. In the land God promised to give the Israelites, 
there were ……. of iron and hills of copper. 
(ch.    v.     )

16. “You must destroy all the peoples the Lord 
your God gives over to you. Do not look on 
them with pity and do not serve their gods, for 
that will be a …….. to them.” (ch.     v.       )

 1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13

14 15 16 17

18 19

20

21 22

18. “So I told you, but you will not listen. You 
rebelled against the Lord’s commands and 
in your ………you  marched up to the hill 
country.” (ch.        v.       )

20. “And If we ….. careful to obey all this 
law before the Lord our God, as He has 
commanded us, that will be our righteousness”  
(ch.    v.      )

21.  “Do not ……….. to him or listen to him. 
Show him no pity. Do not spare him or shield 
him” (ch.      v.        )

22. Israelites are prohibited from eating ….. kite. 
(ch.      v.      )

Clues down 

1. “There you must sacrifice the Passover in 
the evening, when the sun goes down, on 
the …………of your departure from Egypt.”  
(ch.     v.      )     

2. “You have seen with your own eyes all that the 
Lord had done to these two…… (ch.     v.      )            
3. The name of the king whose bed was made 
of iron and was more than thirteen feet long 
and six feet wide……. (ch.      v.      )

4. “You came back and wept before the Lord, 
but He paid no attention to your weeping and 
turned ……. ear to you” (ch.      v.      )
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5. “Remember today that your children were 
not the ones who saw and ………… the 
discipline of the Lord; His majesty, His mighty 
hand, His outstretched arm.” (ch.      v.     )

7. Israelites are asked not to be hard-hearted 
or tight-fisted towards their ….. brother.   
(ch.     v.     )

11. “But your assistant, Joshua son of …. will 
enter it.” (ch.      v.        )

13. “Observe the Sabbath by keeping it holy,… the 
Lord has commanded you.” (ch.     v.      )

15. “See, I am setting before you today a blessing 
and a …….. (ch.     v.      )

16. The Amorites called ‘Hermon’ as ………… 
(ch.     v.      )

17. “But be assured today that the Lord is the one 
who goes across ……. of you like a devouring 
fire.” (ch.      v.       )

19. “Do not sacrifice to the Lord your …….an 
ox or sheep that has defect or flaw in it.”  
(ch.      v.     )

Answers to Crossword No. 25 (Numbers 1-17)
Clues across: Clues down:

1.restitution (5:7)     1. rebellious (17:10)
6. blossomed (17:8) 2. short (11:23)
8. let (14:3)   3. two (9:22)
9. Negev (13:29)   4. there (13:26)
10. Israel (1:3) 5. native-born (15:29)
12. womb (12:12) 7. shekels (3:50)
14. altar (7:1)       9. no (10:30)
16. grumbling (14:27) 11.razor (6:5)

13. fall (1:53)
15. ten (11:32) 

ALL CORRECT
M. Edwin, Coimbatore, TN. S. V. Rani, Bangalore, Kar.
A. Sunderraj, Ambernath, Mah. Margaret John, Mira Road, Mah.
D. Alexander, Mumbai, Mah. Daniel S. Sorna, Mumbai, Mah.
Ivor Valentine, Mumbai, Mah. G. Susan Abraham, Hyderabad, Telan.
Divakar Anandappa, Sholapur, Mah. Percy Charles, Mumbai, Mah.
Elcy Johnas, Thane, Mah. Biswa Ranjan Mohanty, Jamshedpur, Jharkh.
Damara Samadanam, Hyderabad, Telan. Esther Manohar, Khammam, Telan.
Jayakumar U., Secunderabad, Telan. I.Devanayagam, Tirunelveli, TN.
Viola Kumar, Secunderabad, Telan. Greeta Gnanaseelan, Mira Road (E), Mah.
Keren S. Peters, Pune, Mah. Regina L. Victor, Ponda, Goa.
Anjali Sahu, Cuttack, Odisha. Suresh Kumar Silas, Yadgiri, Kar.
Stella Nadugaddi, Gadag-Betgeri, Kar. Dolly Sinha Roy, Vadodara, Guj.
Shaila Hanchinmani, Dharwad, Kar. Licy Oommachan, Bhopal, M.P.

ONE ERROR
Jalaja Sulochana, Hyderabad, Telangana (Clues 
Across-6 blossomed 17:8)

Daisy T. Michael, Coimbatore, TN. (Clues Down-13 
fall 1:53)

D. Hillel Johnson, Vellore, TN. (Clues Down-3 
two 9:22)

Elizabeth J. Varghese, Mumbai, Mah. (Clues Down-5 
native-born 15:29)

Christy Inbaraj, Roorkee, Uttarakhand. (Clues 
Across-1 restitution 5:27)

Vathsala J. Kotian, Mumbai, Mah. (Clues Across-8 
Blossomed 17:8)

Mohan C. Kamalam, Nagercoil, TN. (Clues 
Down-5 native-born 15:29)

Krishnabai Charles, Tiruchirapalli, Tn. (Clues Across-
10 Israel 1:3)

Linda Rose Khongwir, Meghalaya, Shillong. 
(Clues Down-5 native-born 15:29)

M.Ratna Prabhu, Ahmedabad, Guj. (Clues Across-10 
Israel 1:3)
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Bastar Church Attacked
(TOI, Raipur): Unidentified 

assailants attacked a church 
and tried to set a pastor and his 
pregnant wife on fire at remote 
Tokapal in Chhattisgarh’s Bastar 
region. This is the second such 
attack in Chhattisgarh. Earlier, a 
mob vandalised a ‘home church’ 
and manhandled worshippers 
at Kachna near Raipur.

Pastor Deenanath and his wife 
were thrashed and doused with 
petrol, but they managed to es-
cape, Chhattisgarh Christian 
Association chiefArunPannalal 
said. The couple could not be 
reached and it was unclear how 
badly they were hurt. Pannalal 
accused police of hushing up 
the assault. Parpa police station 
in-charge Abdul Kadir Khan 
said they had registered a case 
against unidentified attackers 
for “creating communal tension 
and trying to set ablaze the pas-
tor.”

According to the FIR, the 
attackers allegedly destroyed 
electronic equipment at the 
church, thrashed the pastor’s 
children and set fire to scriptures 
and furniture. The FIR said the 
assailants were well-armed and 

even tried to burn the pastor’s 
house.

Increase of Radical Hinduism 
(Internet): India is ranked 
17th on Open Door USA’s 
World Watch List of countries 
where Christians face the most 
persecution. The report notes that 
under Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, radical Hinduism, which 
was already present under 
the previous government, has 
increased steadily.

“While intolerance has risen, 
and minorities are constantly 
attacked, the central government 
has refused to speak out against 
the atrocities – thus further 
encouraging the radical Hindus 
to step up their actions. The 
level of impunity has gone up 
markedly for those who push 
for a completely Hindu India.”

However, the ministry director 
told Christian Aid Mission that 
he is confident the truth of the 
Gospel is stronger than all forces 
of darkness, and ultimately, 
light will prevail. “The Lord also 
is doing great and marvellous 
work in the lives of those who 
believe in Jesus Christ,” he said.

Church of The Poor
(CNS): The former head of the 

Federation of Asian Bishops’ 
Conferences has challenged the 
church leaders to evangelise 
by being a church of the poor. 
Cardinal Orlando Quevedo 
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of Cotabato, Philippines, 
said, “Jesus strikes at the 
natural upward mobility of 
humankind and goes down to 
the downtrodden, walks among 
them, lives with them, takes 
up their burdens, calls them 
His friends. This predilection 
for the poor, we now call His 
preferential option for the poor. 
This is how we see Jesus with an 
Asian face.”

In a talk before an audience 
of theology students, religious 
and clergy at the Loyola School 
of Theology of the Ateneo de 
Manila University, Cardinal 
Quevedo said telling the story of 
Jesus through dialogue between 
cultures, different faiths and 
with the poor will be the most 
effective mode of evangelisation 
in Asia.

Religious Freedom In India
(TOI): The United States Com-

mission on International Reli-
gious Freedom (USCIRF) has 
said in its 2016 annual report that 
“India is on a negative trajectory 
in terms of religious freedom.” 
This has rekindled an old feud 
between Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and the independent, 
bipartisan federal government 
commission. It was after the US-
CIRF’s report on the 2002 post-
Godhra riots that a US visa was 
denied to Modi during his ten-
ure as Gujarat chief minister.

The commission wanted to vis-
it India earlier this year, but was 
denied visa. In a sharply worded 
rebuttal, India has refused to take 
cognizance of the USCIRF report 
saying that the foreign entity 
had to locus standi to pronounce 
judgment on the state of consti-
tutionally protected rights of In-
dian citizens. “Our attention has 
been drawn to the recent report, 
which once again fails to show 
proper understanding of India, 
its Constitution and its society,” 
said a spokesperson of the Min-
istry of External Affairs. “India 
is a vibrant pluralistic society 
founded on strong democratic 
principles. The Indian constitu-
tion guarantees fundamental 
rights to all its citizens, including 
the right to freedom of religion. 
We take no cognizance of their 
report,” he added.

The report’s key findings state, 
“USCIRF will continue to moni-
tor the situation closely during 
the year ahead to determine if 
India should be recommended 
to the US state department for 
designation as a ‘country of 
particular concern’ (CPC) un-
der the International Religious 
Freedom Act for systematic, 
on-going egregious violations 
of religious freedom. Based on 
these concerns, USCIRF again 
places India on Tier 2, where it 
has been since 2009.”
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Oasis India (www.oasisindia.org) has been in existence since 1994 and is cur-
rently engaged in projects based on education, training, microfinance, health & 
psychosocial care as well as residential rehabilitation. These projects aim to help 
people move from being victims of injustice, poverty or other marginalization, to 
living and contributing  to stable life in community. We are located in the cities of 
Bangalore, Chennai, and Mumbai.

Given below is the current vacancy in Oasis India
Executive director (1 no)

Location: Either Bangalore, Chennai or Mumbai
Scope of the position:

The Executive Director will lead, direct and shape a vision for Oasis India, in line 
with the established policies, principles and operating practice of Oasis India, as 
well as good management practice within the political, social, cultural & eco-
nomic environment. 
The Executive Director is required to carry on his/her responsibilities in a man-
ner that reflects the true biblical values of honesty, integrity, truth and grace.  
In dealing with staff it is emphasized that they must conduct themselves in an 
exemplary manner.
The Executive Director is accountable to the Committee of Management of Oasis 
India.  His/her work will be appraised on an annual basis including input and 
feedback from those they lead within the organisation.  The annual appraisal will 
include in it growth goals for future personal and professional development.  
Responsibilities:
•	 Overall responsible for the work of Oasis India in line with the ENDS policy 

and strategic plan of the organisation, enabling the organisation to make a 
long term impact in the lives of those who are among the most vulnerable and 
abused in the cities where Oasis works.

•	 To give spiritual leadership to the organisation, arranging for regular teaching 
and promoting a culture of dependence on prayer and times of retreat.

•	 Regular monitoring and evaluation of Oasis India ensuring that the work Oasis 
does is both efficient and effective.

•	 To lead and manage the National Leadership Team, empowering members in 
their respective roles while developing an effective team that takes overall 
responsibility.

•	 Overall responsible for organizing the necessary resources for the organisa-
tion to have an effective fund raising capacity.
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•	 Overall responsible for legal compliance of the organisation meeting require-
ments of FCRA and other relevant Acts and filing of all necessary returns

•	 Work with the Board, and other stakeholders in a collegiate manner while 
remaining accountable for the health of Oasis India as an organization.

Qualifications & Experience: 
•	 A mature Christian motivated by the love of God
•	 Master’s degree or equivalent in Social Science or related field
•	 Extensive working experience in the social development field
•	 A proven track record in leading and managing a team of similar or larger 

size. 
Person Specification:
The Committee of Management are seeking a person who is secure enough and 
humble enough to be able to oversee a capable team of leaders in the organiza-
tion.  They need to be able to empower others and focus their efforts on the cohe-
sion of the team rather than on being the key decision-maker for everything.  
In addition to holding an overview of the organization and leading its leaders, 
the ED will have the skills to grow Oasis India by creating new partnerships and 
developing new donors.  The person will have the communication skills to inspire 
and enthuse both the staff and those they partner with.  
The primary function of the ED is to lead rather than to manage.  Their experience 
and understanding will be sufficient to cover the key areas of Oasis India’s pro-
grams, finance, administration and human resources. They will have a strategic 
perspective and be able to draw together diverse views and opinions into an 
agreed direction.  They should be able to facilitate as much as direct.  
In summary the key characteristics are:

•	 Someone	with	Humility who can empower others
•	 Someone	who	leads first and manages second
•	 Someone	who	inspires and draws in new partners 
•	 Someone	who	can	take	strategic overview rather than focus on details
•	 Someone	who	enjoys	the	outward	journey	and	creating the new rather 

than stabilizing the old
•	 Someone	with	 the	 experience	 /understanding	 to	 oversee	 Oasis	 India’s	

areas of operation
Send in your applications at edsearch@oasisin.org 

Contact person: Ananya Basu 
Telephone No: - 080-41253505 

Last date for Applications – 30th June 2016
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Delhi Bible Fellowship (DBF) is a non-denominational, 
evangelical church, started in 1969 and currently having 
9 lead congregations and 30 weekly services across the 
National Capital Region (NCR). 
DBF seeks a Lead Pastor, whom God has called, to lead 
one of its English congregations called Central Delhi 
Congregation (CDC), located in the heart of Delhi. CDC is 
a unique, vibrant and growing congregation that focuses 
on youth and families, and draws people from all walks of 
life. CDC is several decades old and is a multi-generational 
and multi-cultural congregation of 600+ people. 
DBF seeks a full-time Lead Pastor who is led by the Holy 
Spirit to help grow this congregation both spiritually and 
numerically, to minister to the changing needs of the 
congregation and community, and to lead them into God's 
perfect plans for the church. 
The applicant should have strong skills in leadership, 
communication, discipleship, evangelism, teaching, be a 
team player, be able to work with the other pastors and 
staff of the congregation and be a dynamic visionary to 
lead the church into the future.The applicant must be an 
Indian citizen or PIO/OCI card holder, have an MDiv or BD 
and have at least 8 years of relevant ministry experience. 
Interested and suitable candidates are requested to send 
their detailed resume by 15th June 2016 to the email ID 
or postal address given below.

Email ID for correspondence: searchcommittee.dbf@gmail.com
Postal Address: Chairman 

Search Committee Delhi Bible Fellowship 
22, BhaiVeer Singh Marg, New Delhi – 110001 

Phone: 011-23360944

Seeking a Lead Pastor for the Central  
Delhi Congregation (CDC) of Delhi  
Bible Fellowship (DBF), New Delhi
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Life on Life is a Sunday school curriculum born out of intensive research. 
We asked Sunday school teachers, Christian educationists,youth leaders, 
pastors, school teachers and parents about the issues and challenges 
facing today’s children. The result is Life on Life, a brand new Sunday school 
curriculum that meets the spiritual, developmental and emotional needs of 
today’s generation.

If you are a Sunday school teacher or children’s ministry leader, Life on Life 
is for you. Included with the curriculum is a children’s book of activity sheets. 
These are a fun way to reinforce key themes from the lessons. There is also a 
DVD with training on how to use this new curriculum.

Life on Life is the freshest offering from David C Cook, an organization with 
more than 140 years of experience in designing Sunday school materials.

*Postage Extra

CEEFI Enterprises Pvt. Ltd.
4-1-826, Victoria Chambers, 2nd Floor, J N Road Hyderabad -500001  

Phone: 040-24743646 / 24605194 / 24655860  Email: ceefi.hybd@gmail.com

Marketed by:

Cook Consulting and Communication Services (India) Pvt. Ltd.

This Sunday school curriculum has been 
translated into more than 14 languages. 

Hundreds of  churches in more than 25 countries 
are using it—and the number is growing!

BREAKING NEWS!

Teacher’s Book ` 300
Student’s Handbook ` 100
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