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As announced in the previous issues, the digital version 
of the magazine is available as a PDF document (around 
6MB in size), which is an exact copy of the print version. 
The document will be password protected and placed for 
download on the Light of Life web-site at www.lightoflife-
india.com/dm/dm.html at the beginning of each month. 
The Password will be intimated to the subscribers each 
month by email. 

We are delighted to welcome all those who have 
subscribed to Light of Life magazine on line.

The document will be available on the site for that month 
and will be replaced by the latest issue each month. The 
subscription rates will be the same as the print version.

Dear readers, we request you to share this information 
with your relatives and friends, the young generation in 
particular, and encourage them to subscribe for the digital 
version of the magazine. Thank you.

You can subscribe by sending Rs. 200 (for one year) by 
electronic bank transfer to the Light of Life savings bank 
account No. 003601021256 (IFSC code ICIC0000036) 
in the Maratha Mandir Branch of ICICI Bank, followed by 
intimating the details by email to:

lightoflife1@rediffmail.com or lightoflife2777@gmail.
com

Or, you can send the subscription through cheque, money 
order, etc., to our Mumbai Central office, but it is important 
that you send your email as well as postal address. 

Editorial Board

Light of Life Digital Magazine
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The gospel (literally, the 
‘good news’) concerns God’s 
redemption of humanity (and the 
created order) through the life, 
death and resurrection of Jesus. 
Jesus is good news for humanity.

In the gospel, God’s ultimate 
future for the world is brought 
into the present. Jesus proclaims 
in His ministry that the kingdom 
of God has arrived and is present 
with Him. Jesus’ presence brings 
God into the world in new and life-
transforming ways. His historical 
act of redemption provides a 
salvation that fundamentally 
alters who we are, right now, in 
relation to God.

But salvation is also an 
ongoing process that reaches 
fulfilment in the future. After 
Jesus’ ascension, the Holy Spirit 
is unleashed on earth and dwells 
in believers, bringing new life 
and ‘new creation’ (2Cor.5:17). 
In the church, the seeds of God’s 
kingdom have been planted and 
are growing, and the church is 
called to be a community where 
God dwells, a community that is 
founded in justice, motivated by 
love and characterised by peace.

Melody & 
Richard Briggs

The following page has the GOSPEL 
message in a nutshell, inserted as a 
hand-out which the readers can use 
in their personal witnessing.
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SCIENTIFIC TEMPER

Scientific temper is a 
way of life—an indi-
vidual and social pro-

cess of thinking and acting—
which uses a scientific method, 
which may include questioning, 
observing physical reality, test-
ing, hypothesising, analysing, 
and communicating” (Wikipe-
dia). This term ‘scientific tem-
per’ is attributed to none other 
than Jawaharlal Nehru who 
described it as, “the scientific 
approach, the adventurous and 
yet critical temper of science, the 
search for truth and new knowl-
edge, the refusal to accept any-
thing without testing and trial, 
the capacity to change previous 
conclusions in the face of new ev-
idence, the reliance on observed 
fact and not on pre-conceived 
theory, the hard discipline of 
the mind—all this is necessary, 
not merely for the application of 
science but for life itself and the 
solution of its many problems” 
(Discovery of India). Nehru con-

trasted this with the way of reli-
gion, as he understood it, where 
belief is supposed to be blind 
and unquestioning.

If  our faith is blind and un-
questioning because that is how 
we have received it, we are 
likely to squirm when some-
one else questions it and we do 
not have an answer. If we have 
just accepted a worldview with-
out thinking much about it, we 
would find it difficult to stand 
when our own experiences raise 
questions we do not have an-
swers for. Knowing Jesus as the 
Truth, and knowing the spiri-
tual truths He reveals to us in 
His word, is the anchor that can 
hold us safe in the midst of the 
storms of life. Like Pilate, many 
are asking nowadays, “What is 
truth?” and for an increasing 
majority of people, truth has 
become nothing but a personal 
opinion. Our faith needs an an-
chor of eternal truth that will 
hold in times of pressure.
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Sad to say, many Christian 
leaders tell people to ‘just be-
lieve’. They tell them that reason 
is the enemy of faith, and they 
do not tolerate anyone who asks 
questions. Many young people 
leave the church because their 
leaders do not give them, or do 
not even have, answers for the 
questions they are struggling 
with. It seems to be a fact that 
the greater majority of people 
just learn to comply with what-
ever demands the 
church or society 
makes on them 
and do not ask 
questions. In that 
way, their religion 
is the opposite of 
what a scientific 
temper calls for, 
just as Nehru ob-
served.

But is true faith 
really incompat-
ible with scien-
tific temper? Can 
it stand under the scrutiny of 
thinking minds or is reason re-
ally opposed to faith? Or is it, as 
some people think, that faith is 
entirely on a different plane al-
together with no overlap with 
scientific enquiry and valida-
tion?

Of course, science deals 
with material things that can 

be handled, measured and 
tested, and faith deals, not with 
imaginary things but with things 
on a spiritual plane that are 
indeed real but which cannot be 
handled with material tools. But, 
if we look at scientific temper, 
not as something that deals with 
physical science, but as a ‘way 
of life’ which questions things 
before accepting them and which 
is willing to look at alternative 
explanations before arriving at 

conclusions, we 
can see that this 
is nothing but the 
approach that the 
Bereans took at the 
time of the apostle 
Paul (Acts.10:11).

If we are listen-
ing to a famous 
preacher, do we ac-
cept his teachings 
just because he is a 
famous preacher? 
That would be un-
scientific because 

famous preachers can also be 
wrong. His fame does not give 
him invincibility or infallibil-
ity. If we were to look at it with 
a scientific temper, if we know 
that what he is famous for is his 
healing ministry, for example, 
we have to recognise that teach-
ing doctrines is not his strong 
point. If he is a famous Bible 

If our faith is blind and 
unquestioning because 

that is how we have 
received it, we are likely to 
squirm when someone else 
questions it and we do not 
have an answer. If we have 
just accepted a worldview 
without thinking much 
about it, we would find 

it difficult to stand when 
our own experiences raise 
questions we do not have 

answers for. 
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teacher, we would recognise the 
possibility that he could be right, 
but finally the real way to make 
sure is to verify what he says 
with the word of God.

If a famous sports star or a film 
star gets converted and starts 
speaking about his experiences, 
would we receive his words 
without questioning because 
he is known worldwide (not for 
his knowledge of God, but his 
skills or looks)? Do we Indians 
know how not to 
be overwhelmed 
by a white western 
speaker or a 
highly educated 
or wealthy person 
because of these 
factors?

This is evidently a use of 
our reason to identify possible 
wrong teaching. Jesus has 
actually told us to judge false 
prophets (we can include, by 
implication, false teachers, false 
miracle workers, etc.) by their 
fruit (Matt.7:15,16). How can we 
possibly do that if we are not 
allowed to use our reason?

When we read the Bible and 
come across the passage where 
God made a way for the people 
of Israel to walk through the Red 
Sea, our reason, based on our 
knowledge of how things work 

on earth, seems to tell us that 
this cannot be true. So, many try 
to suggest alternative natural 
explanations for this. This gives 
believers the idea that we should 
not use our reason, but trust in 
God. But the problem here is not 
really with the use of our reason. 
In this case, our reason has not 
taken into consideration the fact 
that God is Almighty. He, who 
created from nothing all that we 
see now, can also do anything 

He wants with the 
laws He has made. 
Once we bring that 
into the picture, it 
becomes no longer 
difficult for reason 
to believe that 
passage.

What this illus-trates is the 
fact that our human reason can 
find it difficult or impossible to 
accept the things of faith without 
support from the knowledge of 
God. But that, by itself, does not 
rule out the use of our reason in 
the proper way, i.e., by letting 
our reason work along with 
the knowledge God gives. In 
this way, we can still have a 
scientific temper in dealing with 
the things of faith.

Things can be disastrous if we 
do not use this scientific temper 
in dealing with different aspects 
of our spiritual life. If we are 

Things can be  
disastrous if we  

do not use this scientific 
temper in dealing  

with different aspects  
of our spiritual life.
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scient and omnipotent, but also
sovereign, doing whatever He
pleases (Ps.115:3). No one can
control Him or tell Him what He
should do. At the same time He
answers our prayers and acts
according to our request! He
tells us to ask whatever we want,
but answers us if we pray ac-
cording to His will
(Jn.14:13;1Jn.5:14,15).

This mystery of prayer has
puzzled people throughout
times. Some argue that we
need not pray anything be-
cause anyway God will do
what He wants, and others in-
sist that God will do whatever
we ask. Many times we don't
get what God wants us to get
because we don't ask, and at
other times God doesn't an-
swer because we ask wrongly
(Jas.4:2,3). Many times God
gives us what we need even
without our asking (Mt.5:45).
God's truth here has many
sides, and it would not be right
to take one sided views by ne-
glecting the other sides.

Leaders And Servants
In the kingdom of God, the

greatest ones are those who
serve all (Lk.22:24-27)! Jesus
said that in the world leaders
would lord it over the others,
but in His kingdom they would
serve the others
(Matt.20:25,26). For leaders to
serve seems to be a contradic-
tion in idea as well as practice.
When we look around we see
many Christian leaders who do

not seem to have understood
this and who go on lording it
over the others in their pursuit
of the top position.

Equal But Different
When it comes to husbands

and wives, there is equality in
God's eyes (Gal.3:28), yet there
are differences in roles, and
wives are to submit to their
husbands who are their heads
(Eph.5:22,23)! Some men find
it difficult to accept the fact of
equality and consider women
as if they were an inferior cre-
ation. Some women fight for
equality and find it difficult to
think of submitting to their
husbands. Yet both are truths
from God's word. Actually if
husbands love their wives as
Christ loves the church it
makes it easier for their wives
to submit to them, and if the
wives submit, it makes it
easier for the husbands to love
them!

Conclusion
There would be many other

similar examples we can take
from the Bible. But what this
shows us is that we should re-
sist the temptation to make too
much of a truth which we like
without looking to see if there
are other truths we need in or-
der to get a balanced view.

Jacob Ninan enjoys writing,
speaking and counselling.

sick and we refuse to take any 
medicine, believing that God is 
able to heal us, we would not 
be using our reason properly. 
We would certainly be right in 
believing that God has the ability 
to heal us without medicine. But 
what we also need to take into 
consideration is the fact that 
He does not always heal in a 
supernatural way. “Our God is 
in the heavens; He does whatever 
He pleases” (Psa.115:3). There 
are many things He can do, but 
He only does, from among them 
all, things He is pleased to do. 
Sometimes, He is pleased to heal 
us through medicine, and that is 
why He has provided men with 
wisdom and knowledge in the 
use of medicine. If we insist that 
He should do what we please, are 
we not being unreasonable?

If we have got into a mess in 
our life because of our folly and 
finally go to God and ask Him 
to clean up this mess, what 
would we expect Him to do? 
Most probably, He will help us 
to clean up things and teach us 
to be careful in the future. Isn’t 
that reasonable? In some cases, 
He may do a miracle. But we go 
wrong if we demand that He 
does one every time we want. 
But what some preachers tell us 
to do is only to pray and expect 

Him to do the cleaning up in a 
miraculous way.

God is the one who created 
us in His own image, and one 
part of that image is our ability 
to reason. Why would He ask 
us to leave it aside and ‘just 
believe’? Of course, the original 
unblemished image He created 
us with has been distorted 
because of sin, and we need 
to learn to use our reason in 
subjection to Him. We also need 
to fill up our mind with His word 
so that when we use our reason 
we have enough understanding 
to be able to use it in the right 
way. “Do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind, 
so that you may prove what the 
will of God is, that which is good 
and acceptable and perfect” 
(Rom.12:2).

God does tell us not to lean on 
our own understanding, but to 
trust in Him (Prov.3:5). With-
out trusting in God our under-
standing can lead us  astray. But 
He expects us, after we trust in 
Him, to use our reason and not 
to be like animals who live only 
by instinct (Psa.32:8,9).
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DELHI BIBLE INSTITUTE invites mature candidates for a Course in Expository Preaching and 
Practical Theology from 12 July 2015  to  26 March 2016, following the pattern of the Cornhill Training Course in UK.  

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
What’s the course for?  
The course’s primary aim is to train men to preach, 
while also training men and women to teach the 
Bible, in youth and children’s work, women’s ministry 
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clear opening for longer term in the local church and 
are able to learn in English.  
What would I learn? 
The course aims to equip Christians to understand the 
Bible accurately, teach the Bible effectively and apply 
the Bible appropriately 

How long does it take? 
The course runs for one academic year (30 teaching 
weeks) of full time study, alongside a practical 
ministry experience and input. 
What else does OYEPPT offer? 
Fellowship with others wanting to serve Christ in the 
ministry of the Word and prayer. 
Access to visiting ministers and the teaching staff. 
Visiting lecturers and speakers who will help us with 
further Bible teaching and other practical skills in 
Christian ministry. 
We study the Bible together 
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as a student gives an exposition. 
A series of in-depth studies of Bible books, focusing on 
books like Genesis, Exodus, Mark and Romans. 
A course in Bible Basics, including basic facts about 
the Bible, the shape of the Bible, Bible history and 
geography, and a Bible overview to tie our studies 
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A course in Biblical doctrinal themes. 
We study principles of Biblical preaching 
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Preaching. 
A course on Principles of Exposition that runs 
throughout the year, working at how to preach 
different genres of Bible book - the gospels, New 
Testament letters, Old Testament law, Old Testament 
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wisdom literature. 
 

We expound Bible passages 
This is done in small groups with constructive criticism 
from a teacher. The groups can take the form of: 
'Gobbet' groups where short passages of Scripture are 
examined to determine their meaning in context. 
Preaching groups where a student gives a full practice 
talk. 
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Evangelical essentials. 

 
 

If you are interested write now with a personal testimony, Educational qualifications, and a letter of 
recommendation from your pastor to Course Co-coordinator:  
Bible Bhavan, 50, Amrita Shergill Marg, New Delhi – 110003, or 
Contact: (011) 24611311, 24641245, 24643586 Extension.307 (English) 306 (Hindi) 
Mobile: +918527006290 (Hindi Course – Vijay), +919999625833(English Course – Namgyal) 
Email: dbi13.bb@gmail.com (English), dbi17.bb@gmail.com (Hindi) 
Fees: Rs.20,000. Matching scholarship will be given to worthy candidates. We have limited seat so apply soon. 
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The days of our lives are 
seventy years; and if by 
reason of strength they 

are eighty years, yet their boast 
is only labour and sorrow; for it 
is soon cut off, and we fly away” 
(Psa.90:10).

“So, teach us to number our 
days, that we may gain a heart 
of wisdom” (Psa.90:12).

Psalm 90 teaches us very 
important lessons on life and 
death. Life is brief and passes 
swiftly; so, we have to make the 
most of it. Life is difficult, and 
many times seems futile. At the 
same time, earthly life is the only 
opportunity for man to ‘progress’ 
in the direction God has planned 
for him – that man should live 
with God throughout eternity!

Brevity Of Life
“Our days on earth are as a 

shadow and without hope” 
(1Chr.29:15). “Remember how 
short my time is”(Psa.89:47). 
“What is your life? It is even 
a vapour that appeareth for a 
little time, and then vanishes 
away”(Jas.4:14). “As for man, his 
days are like grass, as a flower 
of the field, so he flourishes. For 
the wind passes over it, and it is 

ONE SHORT LIFE
P. Samuel Manoharam

God numbers our days in holy reaction to human evil.

gone, and its place remembers it 
no more”(Psa.103:15,16).

These Scriptures indicate that 
our life on earth is brief.  How-
ever, the Scriptures also indicate 
that there is ‘life’ and ‘damnation’ 
hereafter, both of which are 
endless as much as they are 
real ‘places’. Where we spend 
our eternity – in the place of life 
or in the place of damnation – 
depends on the choice we make 
in this brief physical life on earth 
(Lk.16:19-28).

The older we get, the better 
we understand that the life we 
have in us is brief. The hours 
are flying over our heads. The 
days, weeks, months and years 
are gliding, silently and swiftly, 
leaving us in eternity! “Dust we 
are and to dust we shall return.” 
Therefore, we have to ask God 
for wisdom so that we become 
good stewards of the time and 
opportunities God gives us in 
this world.

Psalm 90 says, “It is God who 
sets limits on our life and brings 
it to an end.” The man of God 
who wrote this psalm probed, 
“Why is life so short? Why does 
death intrude? How do our days 
come to be numbered?”
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God numbers our days in holy 
reaction to human evil. God had 
cut our life short because of our 
sin of rebellion against Him. 
“The wages of sin is death.” 
Were there no sin in the world, 
there would be no suffering and 
death. All the sufferings and 
miseries in the world are rooted 
in sin, when man estranged 
himself from God. If we are in 
touch with God and see things 
from His perspective, then life 
is abundant and meaningful. 
Our life at every point should 
be related to God through Jesus 
Christ.

Gaining Wisdom
Death for a human being is 

not merely a natural process, it 
is divine judgment. While the 
Bible declares that sin results in 
death, it also affirms that Jesus 
has conquered sin and death 
for ever. Though life on earth 
is short, for the Christian (one 
indwelt and ruled by Christ) 
the future is long and bright – 
a glorious eternity in the very 
presence of the Triune God.
Because we have this assurance 
from God’s word, life in this 
world, with all its problems and 
miseries, is precious and worth 
living. So, let us ask God to 
help us see life in its true light 
as He teaches us to number our 
days that we may get a heart of 
wisdom.

Value Of Time
The word of God exhorts us 

to redeem the time, because the 
days are evil (Eph.5:16). John 
Harrison said, “Much of life 
is lost in getting ready to live. 
Make the very most of your 
time.” Are we making the best 
use of the available time? Or, are 
we frittering it away in pursuing 
selfish ambitions and worthless 
activities?

Someone has said, “Feel your 
pulse. It beats. What does it 
declare? It says that your time is 
going; for at every stroke it has 
one less to give. Look, therefore, 
on time as ever coming nearer 
to its end, and spend its golden 
moments, as in your dying day 
you will wish to have spent 
them.”

R. Baxter inspires us on the 
spending of time, “Spend your 
time on nothing which you know 
must be repented of. Spend it on 
nothing on which you might 
not pray for the blessing of God. 
Spend it on nothing which you 
could not review with a quiet 
conscience on your dying bed. 
Spend it on nothing which you 
might not safely and properly be 
doing if death should surprise 
you in the act.”

Jeremy Taylor said, “God has 
given to man a short time here 
on earth, and yet upon this short 
time eternity depends.”



Light of Life 14 June 2015 Light of Life 15 June 2015Light of Life 14 June 2015 Light of Life 15 June 2015

Conclusion
We have only one life, it will 

soon be over. This is our only 
divinely ordained opportunity 
to live for the One who knows 
what is best for us and our 
families – the God who created 
us for Himself and redeemed 
us when we were lost in sin. 
Even though this world and the 
entire universe are marked for 
total destruction in the future, 
the Lord expects us to live holy 
and godly lives, growing in the 
grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ (2 
Pet. 3:11-18).

The Lord Jesus, our perfect 
model, spent every single 
moment of His life on earth 

honouring His heavenly Father 
and doing His will. Can we 
honestly claim to be like our 
Master in our stewardship of the 
time God has given us here? Are 
we honouring God and living 
for Him?

I conclude with the inspiring 
words of the famous missionary, 
C. T. Studd, who said, “Only 
one life, it will soon be past. 
Only what is done for Christ 
will last.”
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OFFERINg ObEdIENcE!
Susan Ann Samuel

It is through obedience that God shapes us in the faith.

I have always heard my 
father say, “Blessing 
comes through obe-

dience alone…” But then he 
would never stop at that; he 
would elaborate so that we un-
derstood what he meant. “My 
dear children, delayed obedi-
ence amounts to disobedience; 
so, always remember, your obe-
dience to God must be unques-
tioning, unconditional and un-
resentful.” 

These words of wisdom have 
never departed from my heart. 
Now, in my teen years, the 
relevance of obedience weighs 
on me like never before. Being 
Christ’s followers, we need to 
study the lives of the great heroes 
of the Bible, whose simplicity 
and implicit obedience to God 
became an offering of sacrifice, 
so pleasing to Him. Abraham 
obeyed God’s order to sacrifice 
his only son on the altar. Moses 
stretched out his hand across 
the Red Sea on God’s command. 
Our Lord Jesus Christ surren-
dered His will to His Father and 
said, “Not My will, but Yours be 
done!” They never had to regret 
for taking God at His word, for 

they witnessed God’s grace that 
surpassed human wisdom.

Abraham’s obedience earned 
him the title, the father of many 
nations. Moses saw the mighty 
Red Sea parting and making a 
dry pathway for the millions of 
Israelites to walk to freedom.
He also saw God fighting the 
battle for Israel. And our Lord’s 
complete obedience, even to the 
point of death on a cross, resul-
ted in glorious victory over 
sin and death forever and we 
‘sinners’ have been transformed 
into ‘saints’!

If you are a keen student 
of the Bible, you will name 
many more heroes of faith and 
obedience whose biographies 
are recorded in the Bible, who 
were so intimate with God and 
did exploits in His power. The 
Bible does not leave us with any 
doubt that God delights in His 
people’s sacrifice of obedience 
than in anything else. “Does the 
Lord delight in burnt offerings 
and sacrifices as much as in 
obeying the Lord? To obey is 
better than sacrifice, and to heed 
is better than the fat of rams”  
(1 Sam.15:22).
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Do we Christians measure 
up to the biblical standard of 
obedience?

Recently, God took me through 
a situation that called for my total 
obedience. I asked my father if I 
could start a Facebook account, 
and he answered, “Not now…” 
Well, I was dejected. I asked him 
again, this time trying to reason 
with him, “Appa, all my friends 
have it.” His facial expression 
convinced me that I had better 
not ask him again (even though 
my Dad and I knew there was 
nothing wrong in opening a 
Facebook account).

I retired into my room with 
the thought of asking him the 
reason for his refusal. That 
night I prayed desperately, 
“Lord, can’t I be like any other 
kid? Can’t You make some 
adjustments for me?” While 
I was praying, I realised that 
I was being stubborn. That’s 
when my heavenly Father said 
to me, “Child, you’re not just 
any other kid. You are My kid 
and I want you to obey Me.” I 
knew that my father was a man 
of God and I knew that God 
must have a reason for making 
my father say, “Not now.” I 
wonder, now, whether that 
was actually my own wish or 
just peer pressure! When it was 
hard for me to obey my father, 

my heavenly Father reminded 
me of the virtue of ‘offering 
obedience’ and gave me this 
poem.

When we do not realise 
The virtue of sacrifice, 
When we cannot understand 
The principles we stand, 
And even when we ask “Why?” 
There’s an answer, “Rely…” 
For there’s beauty in reliance, 
In offering obedience!

When we cannot perceive 
The trials we receive, 
The scar, bruise and hurt, 
Which can make us blurt 
Out grumbles and sighs, 
There’s grace in every sacrifice. 
Though we’ve the right to take 
offence, 
Shouldn’t we be offering obedience?

You may ask, “What should we 
obey?” 
I say, “What all God says,” 
What all God wants us to do, 
Even when our heart breaks in two, 
For God has a reason 
In every single change of season. 
So fill your heart with radiance 
In offering obedience!

To obey means to love, 
To love means to cherish above 
Whatever else that comes your way. 
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Christ gave His life to pay 
For our love, for our eternity, 
So to repay what could we 
Offer for Him in brilliance, 
Other than obedience!

So, when life ain’t a compromise, 
We’re bound to sacrifice 
For a greater reason, 
Beyond our comprehension. 
We’re meant to make a choice, 
To whisper above the noise. 
The very reason for our existence 
Is the joy of offering obedience! 

For there’s blessing in obedience, 
In unquestioning obedience, 
In unconditional obedience, 
In unresentful obedience. 
For there’s nothing else we could 
offer 
To our God, our loving Saviour. 
So hear us, Oh, Divine Providence, 
Unto You we offer obedience!

Well, I want to tell you that I 
lost nothing when I offered my 
obedience. In fact, I’ve gained a 
lot. I have gained a lot of quality 
time with God, besides the time 
for many other creative things 

which would otherwise have 
been wasted on FB. God’s ways 
are always perfect.

So, I want to tell you not so 
much about the boon and bane 
of starting a social network ac-
count as the relevance and 
importance of obedience in a 
believer’s life. It is through obe-
dience that God shapes us in the 
faith and foils us in His grace. It 
is through obedience alone that 
we become “a man/woman af-
ter God’s own heart!”

Being human nature to doubt, 
it is very difficult for us to offer 
implicit obedience. However, 
once we take the step of obedi-
ence with childlike trust in what 
God says to us, eternal blessings 
are bound to follow. Therefore, 
my dear friends, if God is asking 
you to offer Him your obedi-
ence today, would you not offer 
it freely and gladly? 

U.S.A. based Christian family invites marriage proposal for their 
son Age: 35 years, Height: 5”8’ , God-fearing, fair good looking, 
sound Christian values. M.B.B.S. (Bombay Univ.), M.P.H.(USA). 
Desiring girl should be God-fearing, professionally qualified, 
suitable to him and currently in USA. Please contact with all details 
with recent photos to email ID: believers4748@yahoo.com

MATRIMONIALs

Susan Ann Samuel  
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WHY WE NEEd gOd’S POWER
Joshua Joy Kollanoor

We need the power of the Holy Spirit to give witness to the world 
what God in Christ has done in our lives.

In today’s Christian 
fellowships, we find false 
prophets and teachers 

introducing ‘spirits’ which were 
unknown to the first century 
church. It is my prayer that 
none of us Christians would be 
ignorant of the various pseudo 
spirits which are operating 
in many fellowships today, 
deceiving the gullible.

To Witness For Christ
We must understand one 

important thing. In the Bible 
it is written, “You will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be 
My witnesses...” (Acts.1:8). We 
need the power of the Holy 
Spirit to be Christ’s witnesses and 
not to fulfil our carnal desires. 
Jesus tells us not to worry about 
the things of this world, for they 
are perishable and you only 
need them for the day-to-day 
living (Matt. 6:25-34).

Beware!
Today you will find people 

introducing ‘spirits’ which 
will deceive you into thinking 
that through worship (which, 
according to them, is speaking 

in tongues) you will get 
deliverance. Their concept of 
‘deliverance’ is lopsided – being 
set free from materialism rather 
than from the power of sin 
within and its bad effects. 

Recently, I attended a ‘fasting 
prayer meeting’ where the 
person who spoke distorted 
the Scripture to promote his pet 
theology. He preached from the 
book of Acts, referring to the 
passage where we read about 
Paul and Silas being bound in 
prison. He went on to say that 
Paul and Silas were delivered 
from the prison because they 
spoke in tongues, and told the 
worshippers to clap their hands 
and speak in tongues. “If you 
need deliverance from debt, 
enemy, troubles, sickness, etc., 
keep speaking in tongues,” 
shouted the preacher, repeating, 
“Yes, yes, yes.” Sadly, some sort 
of ‘spirit’ took control over the 
crowd and they got swayed 
emotionally.

Any student of the Bible 
will agree that the miraculous 
deliverance, recorded in Acts 
16, had nothing to do with 
speaking in tongues. I am not 
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against speaking in tongues per 
se. ‘Tongues’ is one of the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit, an integral part 
of the Christian life, and will 
remain so until Christ returns. 
But there is no Scriptural basis to 
believe and teach that speaking 
in tongues is the only evidence 
of being filled with the Holy 
Spirit.

Life-transforming Power
We need to remind ourselves  

of an important event that 
occurred in church history. 
Immediately after Jesus 
ascended to heaven, the disciples 
followed His instructions and 
waited in the Upper Room for 
the Holy Spirit to descend on 
them. When they received the 
power of the Holy Spirit, they 
boldly spoke in the languages 
of the people who had gathered 
there from different parts of the 

world, declaring the wonders 
of God (Acts.1:11-12) and more 
than 3000 souls were added to 
the church.

So, we need the power of the 
Holy Spirit to give witness to 
the world what God in Christ 
has done in our lives. The world 
for us can be our family, place 
of work, school, college, the 
neighbourhood and wherever 
the Lord places us. 

May the power of the Holy 
Spirit that transformed our lives 
through the preaching of God’s 
word touch the lives of others 
that they too may experience 
His love and the abundant life 
He gives (Jn10:10).

Joshua J. Kollanoor 
is a student residing in 

Bangalore and fellowships 
at IPC Ebenezer Prayer 

Hall.
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Interview date: 25 July 2015. 

Honorarium will be negotiated on individual`s experience.
For application form write to The Director at: christiandreamp@gmail.com
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This is one small step 
for man, one giant step 
for mankind.” These 

epochal words spoken by Neil 
Armstrong immediately after 
planting his foot on the crusty 
moon surface still echo in our 
minds, for they represent a 
special moment not only in 
space history, but also in the 
history of mankind itself. While 
it is in order to attach so much 
of importance to the first words 
spoken on the lunar surface by 
the commander of Apollo 11 
mission (for they truly represent 
‘making of a history’), have we 
ever seriously pondered over, 
with similar awe, the first words 
of a Visitor from ‘outer space’ 
(third heaven) to our planet, 
“The kingdom of God is at 
hand; repent and believe in the 
Gospel” (Mk.1:15)?

One needn’t be a rocket 
scientist to decode the fact 
that the subject – the kingdom 
of God – Jesus spoke about 
as He launched His mission 
was closest to His heart. What 
actually is this kingdom of God 
that Jesus spoke about? (Greek 
for kingdom in the original Greek 
Scriptures is basileia.) While 

THE baSIcS OF baSILEIa
Suresh Manoharan

The kingdom of God is not just talking but living by God’s power.

some may mistake ‘kingdom 
of God’ to be ‘heaven’ in the 
afterlife of Christians, some 
others may misunderstand the 
same to be ‘the millennial rule’ 
Christ shall establish in future 
(Rev.20:4). In fact, contextually 
the word ‘near’ is a clincher in 
properly grasping the meaning 
of the phrase ‘kingdom of God’, 
for neither heaven nor the 
millennial rule was anywhere 
near in terms of time and space to 
His audience when the Saviour 
spoke these words 2000 years 
ago. While dispelling all doubt 
that the kingdom of God is a 
distant phenomenon, the word 
‘near’ underscores the fact that 
it is as near as man’s own spirit 
(Lk.17:21 TLB). For taking a 360 
degree view of the Basileia, let’s 
explore the Scriptures.

Communion
The kingdom of God… is 

righteousness, peace and joy 
of the Holy Spirit (Rom.14:17). 
The three elements together 
comprise a blessed communion 
with the Creator which the 
first Adam lost on behalf of 
entire mankind by the first act 
of disobedience (Gen.3:1-7), but 
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which the final Adam (another 
name for Jesus – 1Cor.15:45) 
came to restore for the human 
race by virtue of His obedience. 
This obedience of Christ would 
mean Him dying the most 
excruciating, insulting death on 
the cross as the atonement for 
all the sins of mankind.

Look at the sequencing of 
the words in the captioned 
Scripture portion. In the Bible, it 
is said, a ‘B’ would never come 
before an ‘A’, for the impeccable 
order therein is brought forth 
by its perfect Divine Author. 
‘Righteousness’, another word 
for right standing with the 
Almighty, precedes the ‘peace’ 
and ‘joy’ of the Holy Spirit. First 
and foremost, only the right 
relationship with the Almighty 
would result in peace and joy 
of the Holy Spirit entering one’s 
heart.

Once the right standing with 
their Creator collapsed, our first 
parents quite naturally hid from 
their life-giving Father when He 
came visiting (Gen.3:8). Many 
debtors have a tendency to hide 
from their creditors with whom 
their relationship is ruptured 
due to the formers’ own 
insincerity in flouting the terms 
of agreement on repayment. 
All that the ‘first ever’ Creditor 
wanted was obedience, and our 

evasive first parents had fallen 
short on that score!

Confession
The Saviour came proclaiming 

that the key to the restoration of 
ruptured relationship lay not 
in man running away from his 
Maker, but in his genuine act of 
repentance. No patient ever got 
cured by running away from 
the doctor! Let it be said that 
the first step towards regaining 
God’s kingdom lies in having a 
contrite heart.

Cross
One can come to God only on 

God’s terms. Through several 
signs in the OT dispensation, our 
heavenly Father was pronounc-
ing this singular truth. One such 
was the East-facing entrance 
of the tabernacle (Exo.35:27), 
through which alone would 
the chosen people (the Jews) of 
the O.T. era approach Him. No 
wonder, Jesus called Himself 
‘the Gate’ (Jn.10:7-9), and by 
the utterance of the sixth word 
on the cross, “It is finished,” He 
announced the completion of 
the divine redemption plan in 
its totality, for it is at the cross 
of Christ alone that God’s abso-
lute justice and Fatherly mercy 
kiss each other (Psa.85:10), so to 
speak. There is no other place to go 
to, for reconciliation, other than the 
cross of Christ (1Cor.2:2).
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Citizenship
The mark of this heavenly 

citizenship upon an individual 
is the seal of the Holy Spirit 
(Eph.1:13-14) who comes to 
indwell every Christian with 
His peace and joy (Gal.5:22-23).

Commands
Ignorantia juris non excusat 

(ignorance of the law is no 
excuse). Would a citizen of any 
country be excused to live as 
he wants, without paying heed 
to the constitution of his land? 
No way! Similarly, a person 
who is now part of God’s 
kingdom (living in full, blessed 
communion with the Creator) 
needs to know 
the Almighty’s 
‘constitution’ and 
live in accordance 
with it (Exo.33:13). 
Where else can 
the new citizen 
find the divine 
constitution other 
than in the N.T. 
canon? And who is better to 
guide him/her the best other 
than the indwelling Counsellor 
(Jn.14:26; Gal.5:16; 1Jn.2:27)?

Isn’t it amazing that our 
heavenly Father not only 
reveals His plans for us 
through His word, but also 
places a divine teacher within 
us to understand its intricacies 
perfectly? Have you thanked 

Him wholeheartedly for the 
wondrous Teacher He has given 
you? Oh yes, there are human 
agencies too, like an inspired 
pastor and a teacher who have 
a role to play in the learning 
process of a Christian (Eph.4:11-
12), but none better and greater 
than the Holy Spirit.

In essence, the command-
ments of God’s kingdom are all 
about loving God and loving 
one another intensely, as can be 
evidenced in the gospels and 
in the writings of the inspired 
writers: Mark (12:28-34), Paul 
(Rom.13:10), Peter (1Pet.4:8), 
James (1:27-28), John (2Jn.1:5) 
and Jude (21).

Capacity
The citizens of the 
Lord’s kingdom 
have been given 
a rare privilege 
– the capacity to 
selflessly obey the 
commands of the 
kingdom out of 

sheer love for the Master. “We 
feel this warm love everywhere 
within us because God has given 
us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts  
with His love” (Rom.5:5). In which 
earthly kingdom would the king 
himself give the capacity to his 
subjects to obey his commands? 
However noble he may be, he 
cannot give the capacity to his 
people to be as noble as he is, 

Isn’t it amazing that our 
Heavenly Father not only 
reveals His plans for us 
through His word, but 

also places a divine teacher 
within us to understand its 

intricacies perfectly?
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unless he can indwell them. Do 
you now see how incredible the 
God-Christian relationship is?

Hey, the kingdom of God is not 
just talking, but living by God’s 
power (1Cor.4:20; Jas.1:27)!

Concise
When the community of the 

citizens of God’s kingdom, all 
enjoying communion with the 
heavenly Father, gather togeth-
er to worship the Almighty and 
fellowship with one another, 
a church is born – a concise 
form of heaven 
on earth (Jas.1:18, 
ESV) where God’s 
will ought to be done 
as it is in heaven.

Commitment
For those who live 
for God’s kingdom 
selflessly (pleasing 
God being their 
only priority) (2Cor.5:9 TLB), 
there is a divine assurance from 
the Word Himself (another 
name for Jesus –Jn.1:1) who 
always keeps His word, “All 
these things will be added to 
you” (Matt.6:33). The word 
all encompasses our physical, 
social, emotional and financial 
needs. The proof of the pudding 
is in the eating thereof: after 
walking with my Saviour for 32 
years now and tasting first-hand 
His faithfulness in providing 

for my needs, I can attest to the 
veracity of His words enshrined 
in Matthew 6:33.

Canvass
Are you faithfully testifying, 

with love and respect, about the 
kingdom of God and its infinite 
joys with ones you know (family 
members, friends, colleagues, 
partners, co-students, etc.) and 
the ones you come across once 
in a while (co-passengers in 
a long journey)? While every 
Christian is not called to preach, 
every one of us is called to tell 

others what Christ 
means to us and 
what we mean to 
Him. People who 
know us intimately 
needn’t go all the 
way to the empty 
tomb in Jerusalem 
to believe in the 
resurrection power 

of our Lord, for they would 
witness the same in our zealous 
witnessing for Him (Acts.4:33 
ESV). Nothing ought to stop 
you from being faithful to your 
call to be ambassadors of Christ 
and His kingdom.

Crown 
Pray tell me in which earthly 

kingdom would a citizen be ele-
vated to the status of a co-regent 
by the king himself for faithfully 
following the commands of the 

People who know us 
intimately needn’t go all 

the way to the empty tomb 
in Jerusalem to believe in 
the resurrection power 
of our Lord, for they  

would witness the same 
in our zealous witnessing 

for Him.
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kingdom? “We Christians will 
judge and reward the very an-
gels in heaven” (1Cor.6:33 TLB). 
“They reigned with Christ for 
a thousand years” (Rev.20:4 
TLB).

 This, without doubt, is the 
highest privilege of being part 
of God’s kingdom. Hallelujah!

Cede 
With promises like these, and 

with the foretaste of eternity 
already given to us by the 
placement of the joyous Holy 
Spirit within us, should we 

not go to any length to retain 
the kingdom in us as a wise 
pearl merchant did? While on 
a business trip, on discovering 
a pearl of great value, he 
sold everything he owned to 
purchase it (Matt.13:45). Oh yes, 
we ought to be willing to lay 
anything worldly at the altar 
for the sake of this incredible 
spiritual kingdom. Amen!
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gOd, OuR gOaL aNd gOSSIP
Tabbsum Roy Paes

It is easy to shift focus from God to the vain and secondary things.

Recently I had an 
unpleasant and distur-
bing experience. I noticed 

a sister  in the Lord (whom I 
knew as a very helping, calm, 
composed and praying lady who 
would quote from Scripture and 
claim God’s promises by faith) 
behaving very strangely. She has 
been responsible for breaking 
relationships by creating mis-
understanding among fellow-
believers. I remember how she 
would proudly recite Galatians 
2:20 – her ‘favourite verse’.

The Betrayal
This kind of behaviour is not 

uncommon among Christians. 
The Lord Jesus asked one of 
His disciples, “Judas, are you 
betraying the Son of Man with 
a kiss?” (Lk.22:48). Alas, there 
are many Judases in the church 
who ignore the foundational 
values of the faith they profess 
– love and forgiveness – and 
betray the members of their own 
household of faith. They seem to 
be unaware of the fact that Satan 
is using them as his tools to take 
away peace, harmony and unity 
from the church.

The Solution
The more we work on our 

relationship with God, the less 
we waste time in loose talks and 
idle thoughts. To avoid being 
trapped and used by Satan to 
further his evil plans, we need 
to focus on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and apply His teachings to our 
lives. The Lord told His disciples, 
“Pray that you will not fall into 
temptation” (Lk.22:40). If Eve 
was communing with God 
when Lucifer approached her 
with the deceptive suggestion, 
the future of mankind would 
certainly have been glorious 
beyond description!

Reading God’s word, meditat-
ing on it and praying equips us 
to deal with difficult situations 
in life. Our constant communion 
with God will naturally ensure 
that we develop a healthy rela-
tionship with one another.

While we are saddened by the 
un-Christian behaviour of oth-
ers, we too are sometimes guilty 
of reacting in ‘righteous’ anger. 
Peter reacted in a fit of rage and 
chopped off the ear of one of 
the soldiers who came to arrest 
Jesus in the garden. Although 
Peter was with Jesus at the time, 
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his impulsive behaviour had the 
better of him and the Lord had to 
rebuke him for his foolish action

Rather than take a unilateral 
decision and become judgmental 
in any given situation, we would 
do well to talk to God, listen to 
Him and obey His instructions so 
that we demonstrate the values 
of His kingdom as we deal with 
the problems and crises we face 
in life. Imagine the consequences 
if the ideal woman of Proverbs 
31:10-31 allowed herself to be 
distracted by gossip and became 
inquisitive in other people’s per-
sonal lives and relationships! We 
need to be constantly on guard, 
lest we should succumb to the 
lurking and subtle temptations. 
The apostle Paul advises the 
Christians in Galatia, “Brothers, 
if someone is caught in sin, you 
who are spiritual should restore 
him gently. But watch yourself, 
or you also may be tempted” 
(Gal.6:1).

God’s Word And Prayer
“All scripture is God-breathed 

and is useful for teaching, re-
buking, correcting and train-
ing in righteousness, so that the 
man of God may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good work” 
(2Tim.3:16-17).

God has given us the Holy Bible 
so that we are fully equipped 
with His whole counsel and 
are channels of His peace and 

love in a hurting world. We are 
not to study God’s word with 
the intention of winning an 
argument, but rather to receive 
divine guidance for ourselves as 
well as for others.

Likewise, prayer is an impor-
tant and vital tool in the hands 
of a Christian. Among other 
things, we need to pray for 
those who tend to forget godly 
instructions. “Carry each other’s 
burden and in this way you will 
fulfil the law of Christ”(Gal.6:3).

Being members of the body 
of Christ, we should help and 
build each other up lovingly 
(Jn.13:34-35).

Learning And Teaching
Paul writes to Titus, “Like-

wise, teach the older women to 
be reverent in the way they live, 
not to be slanderers or addicted 
to much wine, but to teach what 
is good. Then they can train the 
younger women to love their 
husbands and children, to be 
self-controlled and pure, to be 
busy at home, to be kind, and 
to be subject to their husbands, 
so that no one will malign the 
word of God” (2:3-5).

God has given a responsibility 
to the older and seasoned wom-
en in faith, but, before they are 
called for this service, they are 
to introspect. The older, spiritu-
ally mature, women have the di-
vine responsibility to set a godly  
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example to younger women. 
How often do we see this re-
sponsibility being taken seri-
ously in our churches?

Dear sisters, God has cho-
sen us to teach and correct, in 
love, those who are younger in 
the faith. This is an opportu-
nity to serve, not to rule. “The 
Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give 
His life as a ransom for many” 
(Matt.20:28).

Avoid Being Busybodies
“What is that to you?” This 

question reminds 
me of my school 
days when we chil-
dren would be eager 
to know each other’s 
scores.When I would 
quietly approach the 
teacher to persuade 
her to reveal the scores of my 
classmates, she would give me 
a “that’s none of your business” 
look through her glasses. Once 
I noticed a sister trying to peep 
into my diary to find out my 
new year resolutions and my 
feedback for church growth.

It is common for most Chris-
tians to lose their focus. I must 
confess that I have heard the 
Lord Jesus say to me on several 
occasions, “What is that to you? 
You follow me” (Jn.21:15-22).

It is easy to shift focus from 

God to the vain and secondary 
things. We get so busy criticising 
others that we forget the 
purpose of our coming together 
as a church. Peter lost his focus 
on God’s plan for his future and 
became inquisitive about his 
co-disciple, John. Jesus said to 
him, “If I want him to remain 
alive until I return, what is that 
to you? You must follow Me” 
(Jn.21:15-22).

As God’s children, we gather 
together to learn, to grow 
spiritually, to thank God for 
His love and mercy, to praise 

and worship Him. It 
is very sad that the 
time of prayer and 
fellowship so often 
turns into a time of 
gossiping and back-
biting! God’s plan 
for our lives is that 

we be perfect and holy, as He is. 
Shouldn’t that be our priority?

The apostle Paul is firm 
when he says, “Warn a divisive 
person once, and then warn him 
a second time. After that, have 
nothing to do with him. You 
may be sure that such a man is 
warped and sinful; he is self-
condemned”(Tit.3:10-11).

Our goal should be to follow 
Christ, not people.

Tabbsum Roy Paes 
is a freelance writer, 

based in Gurgaon.
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caIN’S WaY
J. Fredric Dawson

Cain’s way was the way of the devil.

Cain and Abel offered 
their sacrifices to the 
Lord – the former 

offered the fruits of the soil he 
tilled and the latter offered the 
first-born of his flock. God was 
pleased with the offering of 
Abel and displeased with the 
offering of Cain (Gen.4:3-5). 
God’s rejection of Cain’s offering 
is traditionally attributed to the 
fact that he did not offer the 
blood of an animal. Hebrews 
11:4 records that, by faith, 
Abel offered to God a better 
sacrifice than Cain did. He was 
commended as a righteous man.
However, the Scripture does not 
clarify what ‘better sacrifice’ is.

If we note the conversation 
God had with Cain before and 
after he killed Abel and ask a 
few questions, we can perhaps 
have a better understanding of 
the whole episode and draw 
conclusions for application in 
our lives.

After The Fall
God created man and placed 

him and his wife in the Garden 
of Eden where He had sweet 
fellowship with them (Gen.3:8). 
After Eve and Adam sinned, 

God pronounced punishment 
on them and sent them away 
from the Garden. Later, Cain 
and Abel were born to them. 
Did God cut off His relationship 
with them after the Fall? The clue 
to the answer to this question 
lies in Cain’s answer to God 
after His judgment on him for 
murdering his brother. Among 
other things, Cain says, “Today 
You are driving me from the 
land and I will be hidden from 
Your presence”(Gen.4:14). This 
suggests that God was still with 
Cain and his parents and that 
Cain was soon going to ‘hide’ 
from God’s presence.

We do not know in what 
manner they had felt God’s 
presence with them. However, 
since Eve and Adam ate the 
forbidden fruit, they knew 
the difference between good 
and evil. Their ‘awakened’ 
conscience must have prompted 
them to please God by offering 
sacrifices, which their children 
must have observed. I believe 
that one of the evidences of 
God’s presence in their lives 
was the consciousness of their 
spiritual duty to offer sacrifices 
to God from time to time. We 
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do not know whether Adam 
and Eve offered sacrifices to 
God after the Fall, or whether 
it was the first ever offerings of 
Abel and Cain. Nonetheless, I 
believe that the Lord must have 
asked them to offer only animal 
sacrifices and they must have 
been doing it for several years 
before this incident happened in 
the lives of Cain and Abel.

The Devil’s Role 
I am sure the devil who en-

ticed Eve to sin against God and 
brought this colossal calamity 
on Adam and Eve was not sit-
ting quietly when Adam, Eve, 
Cain and Abel were feeling the 
presence of God and offering 
Him their sacrifices. Because 
they had the knowledge of good 
and evil, the devil must have 
instigated them to do evil. The 
conversation between God and 
an angry Cain after God’s rejec-
tion of Cain’s offering (Gen.4:7) 
gives us an idea of the circum-
stances under which God,  
Satan, Adam, Eve, Cain and 
Abel were operating. God told 
Cain, “If you do what is right, 
will you not be accepted? If you 
do not do what is right, sin is 
crouching at your door; it de-
sires to have you, but you must 
master it.” This simply means 
that his offering was not accept-
ed because he did not do what 
God expected of him: animal 

sacrifice. God advised Cain to 
master the sin that was crouch-
ing at his door. That Cain did not 
follow God’s advice, but went 
ahead and killed his brother, is 
another matter.

Here is an imaginary conver-
sation between the devil and 
Cain when the latter was pre-
paring to offer a sacrifice to the 
Lord on that eventful day.

Devil: Hello, Cain! Why are you 
in such a great hurry? Where are 
you going?

Cain: I am going to meet my 
brother Abel and both of us will 
take a lamb each to offer it to the 
Lord as a sacrifice.

Devil: Come on, Cain, why 
take the trouble of going all the 
way to Abel’s, just to get a lamb? 
Did God really tell you that you 
should sacrifice only a lamb?

Cain: Yes, the Lord wants only 
a lamb, one without blemish.

Devil: Oh no! Don’t be stupid, 
Cain. Look at the fruits you have 
grown in your farm which are 
readily available in your house. 
They are very good for the 
sacrifice. You have toiled hard 
to produce these fruits. Just take 
and offer them to your God.

Cain thought about the devil’s 
suggestion seriously and looked 
up. The time for the sacrifice  
was fast approaching. “It’s not 
a bad idea, after all, to offer 
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these fruits to the Lord; they  
are so good. And they are 
readily available. Haven’t I 
laboured to produce them? I’m 
sure God would be pleased with 
my offering. How long should I 
depend on my brother?” With 
these thoughts, Cain goes ahead 
and offers to God the fruits of 
the soil.

Since Cain was not alert 
even after God warned him to 
beware of Satan, 
he succumbed to 
Satan’s enticement 
and invited God’s 
just wrath on 
himself. And he 
had the audacity 
to get angry with God! As if 
that was not enough, jealousy 
and anger had the better of him 
when he hatched a wicked plan 
and murdered his brother.

Cain’s way was the way of 
the devil (Jude 11). The apostle 
John refers to Cain as one who 
belonged to the devil (1Jn.3:12).

Application
Dear believer friend, it is true 

that Satan has been conquered 
on the cross by Jesus Christ; it 
is also true that he is alive and 
active on the earth. He knows 
that one day he will be bound 
and thrown into the bottomless 
pit, never to rise again. Therefore, 
he is making the best of God’s 
‘grace period’ to pull as many 

believers as possible to his side.
Satan who crouched at Cain’s 

doorstep to deceive and destroy 
him, is today prowling around 
like a roaring lion to devour us 
(1 Pet.5:8). He is using the rulers, 
the authorities, the powers of 
this dark world and the spiritual 
forces in the heavenly realms 
at his command to deceive us. 
However, we do not have to 
fear him because the word of 

God tells us that 
the One who is in 
us is greater than 
the one who is in 
the world (1Jn.4:4). 
The Almighty God 
is on our side. 

The weapons God has given 
us to fight the devil and his 
demons are not the weapons of 
this world. We have the divine 
power to demolish strongholds. 
Let us therefore put on the full 
armour of God, stand firm in 
the faith and defeat the enemy 
of our soul (Eph. 6:12-18;  
2 Cor. 10:4).

May we remain far from the 
way of Cain and walk on the 
way that leads to life eternal in 
the very presence of God.

J. Fredric Dawson  
is a retired railway 

engineer, residing in 
Chennai.

Satan who crouched at 
Cain’s doorstep to deceive 
and destroy him, is today 
prowling around like a 

roaring lion to devour us. 
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MaLES IN cOVENaNT
Kuruvilla Chandy

Each and every sin is an act of opposition to God.

Recently in Lucknow 
a young woman was 
torturously murdered 

and her body dismembered and 
scattered alongside a road. That 
week I preached about how 
girls and women should guard 
against being abused. A woman 
friend deplored that preachers 
target girls and women with such 
messages instead of preaching 
to boys and men about guarding 
against becoming abusers of 
girls/women.

It has never been my view that 
in certain circumstances girls/
women may be blamed for 
getting molested (when dressed 
in revealing clothes, drunk or 
out late). I do not believe that 
any indiscretion on their part 
gives boys/men a licence to 
prey on them.

I am also aware that infants, 
school girls in uniform, village 
girls going to the fields, 
housewives alone at home and 
very old women get raped 
sometimes, even though there is 
nothing in their appearance or 
conduct to invite trouble.

Still, as a father, I would have 
to advise my daughter and all 

girls/women to not endanger 
themselves in the way they 
dress or conduct themselves in 
public. There definitely is such 
a thing as ‘attracting unwanted 
attention’.

A Feminist’s View
I was surprised to find that 

a feminist, whose lifestyle is 
incompatible with what the Bible 
teaches about sex and marriage, 
says something that supports 
my viewpoint. Camille Paglia, 
professor of humanities and 
media studies at the University 
of the Arts in Philadelphia, says 
that people need to develop 
a sort of military mentality to 
live in our world. Not being on 
guard like a soldier is “a recipe 
for disaster... people don’t think 
in military ways, so there’s this 
illusion out there that people 
are basically nice, people are 
basically kind; if we’re just nice 
and benevolent to everyone, 
they’ll be nice too. They literally 
don’t have any sense of evil or 
criminality.” Paglia says this 
has resulted in women being 
dysfunctional in what they 
wear. Referring to women 
dressing sexily, she says, “So 
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many women don’t realise how 
vulnerable they are by what 
they’re doing on the street.” She 
refutes the charge that her view 
suggests, “women are at fault 
for their own victimisation.” She 
says, “I believe that every person, 
male and female, needs to be in 
a protective mode at all times 
of alertness to potential danger. 
The world is full of potential 
attacks, potential disasters.” She 
calls it street-smart 
feminism.

But now I must 
honour my friend’s 
counsel that 
boys/men should 
be addressed. 
Though I preach 
the redemptive 
power of God’s grace, I think 
I am guilty of subconsciously 
thinking that there’s nothing 
we can do to get boys/men 
to change their character and 
conduct. While theoretically 
believing that people’s lives can 
be transformed by the power of 
our Lord, in practice I manifested 
disbelief.

In the course of my pastoral 
work, I have done expositions 
of the Ten Commandments 
and the Sermon on the Mount. 
Obviously, when I came to the 
passages that talk of adultery 
(Ex.20:14) and lust, adultery 
and divorce (Matt.5:27-32), I 

did preach on the wrongness 
of sexual sins. Still, when 
confronted by the news of rapes 
going viral in India, I thought 
only of addressing girls/
women on what they need to 
do to safeguard themselves. 
Why? I suspect it is because, 
like a parent, I was thinking 
only of counselling them about 
how to stay safe in a wicked 
world where girls/women are 

the ones who 
get into trouble. 
Subconsciously, 
I must have been 
thinking that I 
needn’t worry 
about boys, 
because while they 
can make trouble, 

they can’t get into trouble, i.e., 
they won’t get pregnant. True, 
but sexual sins will scar boys’ 
psyche. It will maim them and 
they will be dysfunctional in 
their sexual lives.

Joseph
The Bible tells us the stories of 

a young lad and a middle-aged 
man who were in tempting 
situations involving women. 
The young lad was Joseph. He 
must have been just a teenager 
when his own brothers sold him 
into slavery (Gen.37:27). They 
were jealous because they knew 
that their father Jacob loved him 
best of all (v.4). On top of that he 

If ever there was any lad 
who could reasonably be 
angry with God, Joseph 
was the one. He could 

have used his anger as an 
excuse to be disobedient 

to God’s moral laws.
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had dreams of being a ruler over 
them (vv.5-11).

Joseph was transported to 
another land. After arriving 
in Egypt, he found himself a 
slave to an officer of Pharaoh’s 
(39:1). He did whatever task 
was assigned to him. It became 
obvious to the captain that God 
was blessing Joseph and so the 
man made Joseph his chief of 
staff (vv.3-6).

Potiphar’s duties at the palace 
must have been demanding, 
involving long hours. His wife 
was bored. When 
she looked at 
Joseph, she was 
tempted. He was 
young, he was 
good looking and he was smart 
(vv.6-7).

Let’s understand Joseph’s 
situation. If ever there was any 
lad who could reasonably be 
angry with God, Joseph was 
the one. He could have used 
his anger as an excuse to be 
disobedient to God’s moral 
laws. After all, his brothers had 
been guilty of misdemeanours 
while Joseph had lived a moral 
life. Yet, Joseph was the one who 
was kidnapped and then made 
a slave. Far away from his land 
and his family, he could have 
taken the stance that he didn’t 
have to be moral any longer 
because he was outside God’s 

zone of protection. Or, he could 
have justified having sex with 
Potiphar’s wife by claiming that 
her willingness to throw herself 
at him was a sign of God’s 
blessing.

Instead of going down the 
road of accepting a tempting 
offer, Joseph resisted her. He 
said that he could not do what 
she was asking because he could 
not betray his master’s trust; 
he equated breaking trust as 
something wicked against God 
(39: 8-9).

When the 
woman tried to 
take him by force, 
he fled the scene. 
When a temptation 

becomes too strong, we must not 
stay to fight it, because fighting 
will preoccupy us with the sin 
we’re fighting. The biblical 
advice is to “flee youthful lusts” 
(2 Tim. 2:22).

The teenager resisted an older 
person’s tempting offer because 
he was conscious of living his 
life before God. He didn’t want 
to do what was wicked in God’s 
eyes and sin against God. His 
aim was to be right with God. In 
a sense, Joseph wasn’t deterred 
from adultery. Instead, he was 
motivated or inspired to be 
holy. His motivation came from 
his consciousness of God being 
present in his life.

no price is too high when 
the aim is to keep pure for 

God.



Light of Life 38 June 2015 Light of Life 39 June 2015Light of Life 38 June 2015 Light of Life 39 June 2015

As a result of resisting his 
temptress’s advances, Joseph 
was thrown into jail. Sometimes, 
obedience to God will cost us. 
Instead of blessing, we will reap 
losses, troubles and sorrow. 
According to Joseph’s life-style, 
we would have to conclude that 
he believed that no price is too 
high when the aim is to keep 
pure for God.

David
Our second story is from 

David’s life, “a man after God’s 
heart.” Though he committed 
some terrible sins, 
he never stopped 
being a man after 
God’s heart. 

David, while 
walking on the 
roof of his house, 
happened to see 
a woman bathing. 
Our eyes will 
see some things accidentally. 
We don’t see them because we 
choose to, but happen to see 
them because they are there 
before our eyes. But what 
happens after that is our choice. 
When I was part of Youth For 
Christ’s clubs as a young man, 
I remember hearing at one 
session that the first look is not a 
sin, but the second look is a sin. 
That’s what happened to David. 
On the other hand, Job made 

a covenant with his eyes that 
he would never look at a girl 
lustfully (31:1). Our Lord did 
say that sexual sin starts with 
the lustful look (Matt.5:28), and 
that parts of the body that are 
vulnerable to abuse should be 
subjected to deprivation (v.29) 
to escape condemnation.

After seeing the woman 
bathing, instead of averting his 
eyes, David continued to look 
and then sought to know more 
about the unknown woman. He 
took advantage of the husband’s 
absence, sent for the woman 

and committed 
adultery.

David was king 
of Israel and he 
did what other 
kings of the time 
did. He took 
another man’s 
wife. When she 

became pregnant, he recalled the 
man from duty at the warfront, 
so that the man would sleep 
with his wife and never know 
that the child was not his. But 
the man didn’t cooperate with 
the king’s scheme. Then David 
sent him back to the front and 
commanded the general of his 
army that the man was to be 
placed where the battle was 
fiercest, and abandoned without 
any backup and support, so that 
he would be killed in battle. 

Our Lord did say that 
sexual sin starts with 

the lustful look, and that 
parts of the body that are 

vulnerable to abuse should 
be subjected to deprivation 
to escape condemnation.
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This plan worked. Thereafter, 
David married the widow. 
Just as he was congratulating 
himself on being so clever, 
Nathan, the prophet of God, 
confronted him with his sin and 
pronounced God’s judgment on 
the king. Nathan recounted all 
that God had done for David 
and then asked, “Why did you 
despise the word of the Lord by 
doing what is evil in His eyes?” 
(2 Sam.11:1-12:9).
The thesis of the 
Bible is that evil 
is essentially “evil 
in the eyes of the 
Lord.” 

David acknow-
ledged his sin and 
was repentant. 
After God’s punish- 
ment fell, David 
penned a song of repentance, 
“Against You, You only, have 
I sinned and done what is evil 
in Your sight, so that You are 
proved right when You speak 
and justified when You judge” 
(Psa.51:4).

Judging David by practices 
prevalent among kings of other 
nations, he was not guilty of 
any misconduct. No one could 
question a potentate’s conduct. 
Similarly, in a male-dominated 
society, it would seem per-
missible and/or justifiable to 
exploit and abuse girls/women 

of ‘certain types’ and under 
‘certain circumstances’. But “in 
the eyes of the Lord” exploi-
tative boys/men are guilty. 
Every wrong done to someone 
else is done against God. 
Ultimately, each and every sin 
is an act of opposition to God.

Covenanting With The Lord
When reading through the 

laws of God, you come across 
the constant re-
frain “I am the 
Lord” (Lev.18-26). 
After almost every 
pronouncement of 
a commandment, 
God announces 
that He is the Lord, 
meaning that the 
reason for the 
commandment is 
His own divinity. 

When people all around them 
did whatever they wanted, God 
was asking His people to be 
different. It didn’t make sense. 
Why couldn’t they do what oth-
ers were doing? Only reason: 
they belonged to God.

In all of these references, the 
word ‘lord’ is set in capitals, 
indicating that it translates 
YHWH, the name of God in He-
brew. YHWH was the covenant 
name of God. That name was 
revealed only to people in cove-
nant with God. Thus, when God 

Getting into a relationship 
with God and staying in 
relationship is the only 
antidote that will work 

against sin. nothing else 
will work – not our self-
respect, nor the fear of 

punishment, nor  
education and upbringing.
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gave His people commandment 
after commandment, punctuat-
ing the recital with the refrain, 
“I am the Lord,” God was tell-
ing His people that obeying 
Him was all a matter of keeping 
covenant with Him.

Getting into a relationship with 
God and staying in relationship 
is the only antidote that will 
work against sin. Nothing else 
will work – not our self-respect, 
nor the fear of punishment, nor 
education and upbringing. All 
of these could be set aside when 
a person feels alone and beyond 
the scrutiny of his family and 
community, because then he 

thinks he can get away with any 
crime. It was when David lost 
consciousness of the fact that he 
was living in God’s sight that he 
sinned against God. The only 
thing that can keep anyone from 
feeling that way is for the person 
to have the consciousness that 
one can never get away from 
God. His eye is on you all the time 
(Psa.139:1-12).Live consciously 
in God’s view. Don’t try to hide 
from God. You can’t.
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LITTLE cOMPROMISES
Jacob Ninan

What opens up our armour is usually little compromises.

Sometimes, when things 
are going well, we 
forget that we are all in 

a spiritual battle. The intensity 
and subtlety of the battle depend 
on how close we have come to 
the Lord. The closer the stronger.  
Our enemy, the Devil, is just 
waiting for opportunities to trip 
us up when we least expect it, 
or to catch hold of one of our 
weaknesses to pull us down 
(1Pet.5:8). Thank God, He is 
there to protect us and to make 
sure that we are not tried beyond 
our ability and also to provide 
us help in the times of testing  
(1 Cor. 10:13). But it is not auto- 
matic that, just because God is  
our protector, we won’t get 
tempted, or that we will have a 
cakewalk. 

Subtle Attacks
God wants us to treat this 

battle very seriously because He 
knows how weak we are. He tells 
us several times in His word to 
be sober minded, to be vigilant 
and alert, and to watch out for 
the attacks. He also tells us to 
protect ourselves with armour 
so that we will be able to stand 
without getting hurt and also to 
overcome (Eph.6:10-13). When 

we find ourselves doing well, 
we tend to think that things are 
safe and relax on the ‘putting 
on’ of this armour. The Devil is 
watching to see which part of 
our armour is open and swoops 
in to attack. Therefore, God tells 
us not to take our safety for 
granted (1Cor.10:12).

What opens up our armour is 
usually little compromises. We 
tend to think seriously about 
‘serious’ sins and assume that little 
compromises are tolerable. After 
all, we think, it is such a small 
thing! “Everyone does it, we can’t 
be perfect, we have to live in this 
world, etc.” What we don’t realise 
is that we are opening up a small 
part of our armour and the Devil 
will be quick to use that access to 
push in with more serious and 
subtle attacks.

Only A Thought?
When we are born again, 

God gives us a growing hatred 
for sin (1Jn.3:8,9). But then, we 
have to maintain this attitude of 
hatred towards sin, and we are 
exhorted to ‘consider ourselves 
to be dead to sin’ (Rom.6:11), 
‘put off the old self’ and ‘put 
on the new self’ (Eph.4:22,23). 
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What happens when we make 
compromises is that we allow 
the old attitudes to take root and 
grow again.

Looking at it another way, 
imagine temptation is like a 
door to be opened, with posters 
announcing the offers inside. The 
first door appears to be rather 
innocuous, but once we open that 
door and enter inside, we find that 
there are other doors beckoning 
us with greater offers. If we hadn’t 
entered the first door, we would 
not face the next door at all; now 
that we have entered through 
the first door, we find ourselves 
already weakened and less able 
to resist the further doors. 

Every temptation starts in our 
thoughts, and it is when we 
compromise here that we find 
ourselves in temptations that 
appear to be too strong for us. 
Let’s not fool ourselves thinking, 
“It’s only a thought, I am not 
really doing anything!” By 
allowing thoughts of temptation 
to dwell in our mind, we are 
developing a wrong attitude 
towards sin. Let’s not offer 
ourselves as sitting ducks to the 
Devil.
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YOuR QuESTIONS ANSWEREd

REJOIcE aLWaYS
Sandeep Poonen

Question:
The Bible commands me to 

rejoice always. Can you explain 
what that means?

Answer:
This is a very important 

question, and something that is 
not immediately obvious. I will 
try to do my best to share what I 
have learned so far.

We are indeed commanded 
to rejoice always. In fact, we 
see this command given twice, 
and quite explicitly, in the New 
Testament, “Rejoice in the Lord 
always; again I will say, rejoice!” 
(Phil.4:4). “Rejoice always” 
(1Thess.5:16).

There should be little doubt  
that rejoicing is a ‘non-negotia-
ble’ for the Christian. But yet, I’m 
also sure that we would readily 
agree that this is a really, really 
difficult command to obey.

I have found that when trying 
to understand how to obey a 
command in the Bible, I must 
be careful to understand the 
meaning of the command by 
how the Bible defines it, not by 

how my brain or my culture or 
even the dictionary defines it. 
If I want to understand how to 
rejoice always, I must seek to 
understand the concept of joy 
according to the Bible.

And what I have found is that 
the joy that the Bible talks about 
is very different than every 
concept of joy that I had. So, I 
need to adjust my view of joy to 
what the Bible describes.

Here are some thoughts that I 
have about joy.

Joy that the Bible speaks 
about is not based on my 
circumstances. The command to 
rejoice always was written by a 
person who was most probably 
sitting in a jail cell. How does 
your circumstance compare 
to sitting in a jail cell? Most of 
us have it better than that. If 
Paul in his poor circumstance 
can tell me to rejoice, then it 
must be independent of my 
circumstances as well.

Joy that the Bible speaks 
about is not an emotion. This 
is a very tough one for me to 
embody, but this is something 
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that I am learning about as I 
understand joy as taught in the 
Bible. Look at this little phrase in 
2 Corinthians 6:10 – “sorrowful, 
yet always rejoicing.”

I don’t know how you would 
describe joy or rejoicing if 
somebody asked you, but I’m 
pretty sure that ordinarily the 
concept of ‘sorrowful’ would 
be far from my mind. In fact, I 
would even go so far as to say 
that sorrowful was the opposite 
of rejoicing. Yet Paul says that 
the two coexisted for him. In fact, 
the previous verses tell me the 
many things that 
probably caused 
Paul to experience 
sorrows – beatings, 
imprisonments, 
sleeplessness, etc. 
(v.5). But he says 
that he was always 
rejoicing.

This is a really hard thing for 
me to embrace. There are sev-
eral times in a week or even in a 
particular day when I am tempt-
ed by a discouraging thought, a 
bad mood, or self-pity. Maybe 
it’s something my boss said, 
or something that happened at 
work, or a conversation with a 
friend, etc. Whatever it is, I can 
have various feelings that are 
quite the opposite of rejoicing.

But I am learning to pay 
little attention to my feelings. 
I am realising that if Paul 
could be sorrowful and always 
rejoicing, then I can too. And I 
must go beyond my feelings to 
understand joy.

Joy that the Bible speaks about 
can only be found in one place. 
I’ve talked about where I cannot 
confidently look for joy – in my 
circumstances or in my feelings. 
But where can joy be confidently 
sought after and found? For me, 
I begin to understand the joy 
that the Bible talks about when 

I realise that there 
is only one place 
where I can find 
joy. That place is 
God’s presence. 
“In Your presence 
is fullness of joy” 
(Psa.16:11). It is in 

God’s presence that I can always 
confidently find joy.

What, then, does it mean to 
be in God’s presence? Isn’t God 
everywhere? Yes, God is every-
where because He is God. But 
because of the free will He offers 
us, we get to choose whether we 
want to be in God’s presence, 
or whether we want to be in our 
own presence.

Here’s what I mean by 
this: when I think of being in 

I begin to understand the 
joy that the Bible talks 

about when I realise that 
there is only one place 

where I can find joy. That 
place is God’s presence. 
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somebody’s ‘presence’, the 
picture I see is that of a king. 
And as I see it, one of the two 
can be our king – God or self. 
Jesus says that we all have to 
serve one of two masters – God 
or mammon. And mammon is 
this world system which seeks 
to enthrone self.

At any moment of my life, 
I can choose to be in God’s 
presence where God is King. Or 
I can choose to be in my own 
presence where I am king. This 
is the basic choice that is in front 
of each of us. And if we choose 
to be in God’s presence, we will 
have free access to the joy that 
the Bible speaks about.

How do we get to be in God’s 
presence; and how do we 
practically make God King? 
We practically make God King 
by consistently and constantly 
dethroning self, and crucifying 
our self along with its passions 
and desires (Gal.5:24).

The pathway into God’s 
presence always requires the 
cross. “Therefore, since we have 
so great a cloud of witnesses 
surrounding us, let us also lay 
aside every encumbrance and 
the sin which so easily entangles 
us, and let us run with endurance 
the race that is set before us, 
fixing our eyes on Jesus, the 

author and perfecter of our faith, 
who for the joy set before Him 
endured the cross, despising 
the shame, and has sat down 
at the right hand of the throne 
of God” (Heb.12:1-2). This is a 
marvellous passage that tells us 
that Jesus is our Example and 
Forerunner in entering God’s 
presence. And verse 2 tells me 
the essence of Jesus’ own walk 
into God’s presence – and that 
was through the cross.

The cross that Jesus went 
through was not the physical 
cross. We are not asked to run 
our race (i.e., live our lives for 
70-80 years) with endurance by 
looking at Jesus who endured 
physical pain for a few hours. 
No! The cross that Jesus endured 
was the one He carried all His 
life. He constantly denied His 
own will, but did the will of His 
Father (Jn.6:38). So, as I’ve said 
before, we don’t have to imitate 
Jesus in the physical cross that 
He carried, but in the way He 
constantly disregarded His own 
will.

I’d like to follow up with 
some more thoughts on joy next 
month. For now, I hope that 
you can consider what I have 
shared.

Am I willing to set aside all my 
circumstances in my pursuit of 
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joy? No matter what my present 
circumstances are, I will not 
allow them to interfere with my 
pursuit of joy.

Am I willing to set aside all 
my emotions in my pursuit of 
joy? No matter what my present 
feelings and emotions are, I will 
not allow them to interfere with 
my pursuit of joy.

Whose presence do I live in? 
Is it God’s presence where He 
is the undisputed King? Or is 
it my ‘own presence’ where my 
self-interests rule my life?

Do I see that the pathway to 
God’s presence and fullness of 

joy first requires a cross that I 
must be willing to endure?

May God help you and me 
choose the ‘narrow’ pathway to 
joy that He offers us, and reject 
all ‘broad’ pathways that might 
seem right, for now, but whose 
end is destruction and sadness! 

Your fellow pilgrim in the 
journey towards perpetual 
rejoicing –

Sandeep

Sandeep Poonen  
is a software engineer who 

has an active ministry 
speaking to young people  

and college students.

A christian charitable organization in Kolkata  
urgently requires for its outdoor mobile medical 

clinics

Doctor 

&

Pharmacist 
Applications are invited from candidates with a 

heart to serve the poor. Send your application to

 finneyt@gmail.com
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ISSuES NOT FacINg 
cHRISTIaNS TOdaY

Cyril Georgeson
We should look at means of making a difference  

in the present and future.

WORD AND THE WORLD

Deepa and Vilas met the 
first time in a coffee shop. 
They happened to share 

a table, since there were no free 
tables, and hesitantly struck up 
a conversation. Vilas discovered 
that Deepa was working with 
an NGO involved in issues of 
social justice. Vilas, being a 
Christian, asked her whether 
her organisation was addressing 
the current spate of attacks on 
the minorities. Deepa agreed 
with Vilas that this was entirely 
unacceptable and said that she 
sympathised with Christians and 
Muslims, though she was a Hindu 
– a not-so-heavy practitioner. 
Vilas then went on to highlight 
how Christians were the earliest 
into education, medical care and 
even social issues and how their 
contribution was now forgotten.

Vilas continued to talk about 
how early missionaries like 
William Carey were instrumen-

tal in much social change – in 
highlighting the evil of child 
marriage and encouraging fe-
male education, in making free 
schooling available for children 
of the low castes and outcasts, 
abolishing Sati – working along 
with Raja Ram Mohan Roy – 
and so many such areas.

Deepa: Yes, it’s true that 
William Carey left a great mark 
on this nation.

Vilas: The government of India 
issued a postal stamp on 9th 
January 1993 to commemorate 
his contribution to this nation.

Deepa: But why is it that we do 
not hear of Christians engaging 
in anything similar these days? 
We find Christians only involved 
when they are affected – they do 
not seem to engage with issues that 
concern the state or the nation.

Vilas: Which are the issues that 
you would expect Christians to 
engage in?
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Deepa: The Right to Infor-
mation (RTI) Act, which was 
passed almost ten years ago, 
is one of the most progressive 
pieces of legislation to ensure 
transparency and to deal with 
corruption in India. In the last 
few years, successive govern-
ments have tried to weaken it. 
The office of the Chief Informa-
tion Commissioner has been  
lying vacant for more than eight 
months. The current govern-
ment is trying to subtly bring 
the Commission under the con-
trol of bureaucrats. This would 
mean that the very bureaucrats 
who have spent their lifetime 
concealing information are now 
expected to help bring informa-
tion into the public domain! It’s 
actually quite absurd and even 
hilarious.

Vilas: Oh, is that so? I was not 
even aware of this develop-
ment.

Deepa: I really appreciate your 
honesty. Don’t you see? That is 
precisely the point. Or, take the 
September 2014 Meenakumari 
report which is a review of the 
national deep sea fishing policy. 
If implemented, as seems very 
likely,  it will affect the livelihood 
of the fishing communities who 
know no other trade other than 
fishing.

Vilas: How many people will 
this affect?

Deepa: Well, this affects a large 
number of fisher folk, could be 
in the region of around 90 lakh 
people spread over around 
13 coastal states and Union 
Territories. The only people 
who would benefit with these 
recommendations would be the 
already wealthy class with access 
to a large mechanised fleet. And 
yes, foreign companies as well 
whose boats are lying idle.

Vilas: Oh! That’s sad. Well, I 
guess that since we don’t have 
many from the fishing community, 
there is no awareness. I’m sure the 
church would not have remained 
silent if she knew of this.

Deepa: So, can I also take it 
that you do not have many 
in your numbers who do not 
work the land – as farmers, 
farm-hands, rural land owners 
etc.? I’m not being sarcastic, 
but not one of your leaders 
have made any comment on the 
ongoing discussion on the land 
acquisition bill.

Vilas: I think that the issues 
related to this bill are in the 
detail and there has been no 
study conducted by the church 
on this topic.

Deepa: What prevents the 
church from commissioning a 
study on this? I’m not an expert 
on Christianity, but I understand 
that the Old Testament in your 
Bible is closely connected with 
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land. Therefore, should this not 
have been something that you 
Christians should have looked at?

Vilas: Well, yes. But most 
Christians are busy with work 
most of the time, so don’t 
have the luxury of personally 
considering the pros-and-cons of 
these issues. And of course, there 
are Christian organisations that 
are involved in social issues too.

Deepa: I take it that Christians 
would only make the time to 
engage in issues that personally 
affect them. So, tell me, what is 
special about your faith? Even 
the average Hindu, Muslim, 
Sikh or even an atheist behaves 
in a like manner. Why do you 
spend time and money on 
missionary activity? To make 
more people like you all – 
indifferent to everything except 
matters that concern churches 
and missionaries? Anyway, 
everyone is like that!

Vilas: I think that what you 
have shared has surely made 
me think. We should not just 
glory in our past – but look at 
means of making a difference 
in the present and future. We, 
of course, know that when 
Jesus returns He will finally 
establish a reign of justice and 
righteousness.

Deepa: I suggest that in the 
meanwhile you need to be 
His voice against injustice, 

support the weaker sections 
and learn to live like Jesus – 
among the downtrodden. You 
would be glad to know that 
to many of us involved in the 
social segment, Jesus is an 
ideal. He had guts to take on 
the mighty and the powerful 
of His day.

Vilas: He was not just an ideal 
– He is a historic figure. Sure, 
our conversation has truly been 
enlightening. We need our con-
temporary William Wilberforc-
es and William Careys for the 
world to take us seriously. A 
heart of compassion that looks 
away from self and loves neigh-
bour like self. This is the need 
of the hour. If we, who believe 
that with God on our side noth-
ing is impossible, do not become 
agents of change in this world, 
who will?
This is my Father’s world.  
O, let me ne’er forget  
That though the wrong seems oft 
so strong,  
God is the ruler yet. 
This is my Father’s world:  
Why should my heart be sad? 
The Lord is King; let the heavens ring!  
God reigns; let the earth be glad!

Cyril Georgeson  
is a commentator  

on social, cultural and  
apologetic trends,  
based in Mumbai.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY-67

S.N.S
Oby Cherian 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, as you teach and 
admonish one another”(Col.3:16).

You may have known 
people who are 
passionate about the 

word of God. Let me tell you 
of one such – my pastor, Dr. 
Selwyn.

In church one day he asked 
us, “Do you know what S.M.S 
is?” Many heads nodded. Of 
course most knew the answer, 
Short Message Service. Then he 
popped the next question with 
a mischievous smile on his face. 
“Now tell me, what is S.N.S?” 
This really woke everyone up 
and we were all ears. After a 
short pause he declared, “S.N.S 
is Same Number Search.”

Then he went on to explain 
to us what he meant. In the 
past, he had taught us many 
wonderful ways to help us 
remember portions from the 
Bible, and today he was going 
to show us one more. “When we 
look at chapters with the same 
number from different books 
of the Bible,” he said, “often we 
find that they deal with same or 
similar topics.”

 

Then he gave us a few exam-
ples. I found it so fascinating 
that I thought I would share 
these with you. 

Take for instance the number 
10. Is there something common 
between Mark 10, Luke 10, 
John 10 and Acts 10? Here it 
is. In Mark 10:17, there is the 
Good Teacher. In Luke there 
is the Good Samaritan, in John 
there is the Good Shepherd 
and in Acts there is the Good 
Centurion.

Now take the number 9. In the 
end of Matthew 9 Jesus heals 
two blind men. In John 9 He 
heals one blind man and in Acts 
9 Jesus heals Paul (Saul) who 
was blind.
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The temptations of Christ are 
found in Luke 4 and also in 
Matthew 4.

Again take the number 9. The 
great intercessory prayer of 
Daniel is in  Daniel 9 and the 
great intercessory prayers of 
Ezra are in Ezra 9 and Nehe-
miah 9.

“This is  S.N.S!” my pastor said, 
concluding a short lesson that 
would probably stay with us for 
a long time. In our own study 
of God’s word we might come 
across these happy connections 
that will help us remember the 
content of the Bible. Let us share 
it with our friends.

“Open my eyes that I may 
see wonderful things in your 
law”(Psa.119:18).

Dr. Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in the Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, 

Tamilnadu.
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Leadership lessons from the book of Joshua

gOd kEEPS HIS PROMISES
Vijay Thangiah

Joshua 13 may read as a 
monotonous list of the 
allocation of land, but 

the details of the allocation teach 
us the important truth that God 
keeps His promise. It may seem 
to take long, but it will happen.
1. God kept His promise of 

giving them the possession 
of the land.

 Much of the chapter reads 
like legal descriptions of 
real estate deeds. They are 
meticulous reports of who is 
to live where.

 The land was given to them 
back in Genesis 12:7 and the 
promise was reaffirmed to 
every succeeding generation 
of the nation of Israel 
(Josh.1:2-4).

 Are you going through 
a wilderness experience, 
wondering, “Where is the 
presence and promise of 
God?” Take heart, He has 
not forgotten you.

 Abraham and Sarah waited 
for 25 years for the promise 
to be fulfilled.

 Joseph waited for 13 years 
for the God-given dream 

that he would be a ruler. The 
children of Israel waited for 
40 years before entering into 
the Promised Land.

 David waited over 10 years 
from the time that he was 
anointed to the time he was 
crowned as king.

 Noah waited 120 years, 
building the ark before the 
flood came.

 Take heart! Our God is a God 
who keeps His word.

2. God gave them the land 
even before they were 
conquered.

 In these verses, Joshua is 
reminded that the Lord has 
already given the land of 
Canaan to the children of 
Israel. Joshua is commanded 
to lead the people into 
Canaan to claim the land 
that they had been promised 
by the Lord. The land was 
indeed their land! There was 
no need for them to continue 
their wandering around in 
the wilderness. They had 
land; all they had to do was 
claim it! 
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 In Joshua, the land of Canaan 
is a picture of ‘life to the full’, 
the abundant life that Jesus 
promised His disciples in 
John 10:10. The abundant 
life is a life of faith, a great 
adventure that God has 
called us to as His followers.

 We are more than conquerors 
through Him who loved 
us. Yet, many, instead of 
entering into the Promised 
Land, continue to roam in the 
wilderness, living defeated 
lives.

 It does not have to be that 
way! God has a place of 
victorious living which He 
has promised that you and I 
can live in.

3. Some still missed the reality 
of victory.

 In Joshua 13:13, we read that 
not all the peoples had been 
driven out at the time of the 
writing of this book.

 Today, there are many 
Christians who know Jesus 

and know they’re going to 
heaven, but they’ve never 
experienced the abundant 
life that Christ promised. 
Some of these folks aren’t 
very concerned about the 
disconnect between their 
lives and what God promises 
in His word.

 The Book of Joshua tells the 
story of Israel’s conquest 
of Canaan and reveals the 
way of victory in Christ. 
The message of this book 
is just what sincere, but 
struggling, believers need 
to experience the abundant 
Christian life.

 Only through Jesus, our 
Joshua, can we live the 
courageous and abundant 
life that God has promised 
us in His word. 

Vijay Thangiah 
 is the national Executive  

Director  of Youth For 
Christ.
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Light of Life 56 June 2015 Light of Life 57 June 2015Light of Life 56 June 2015 Light of Life 57 June 2015

Christian School Gets Threat 
Letters

(Zee News, Kolkata): A 
Christian school in Jalpaiguri 
district of West Bengal has 
received letters threatening to 
set it ablaze, if the nun, who 
heads the institute, does not 
leave. The school has received 
four letters which threaten to set 
on fire a nearby church too.

The West Bengal administra-
tion has made elaborate secu-
rity arrangements for the mis-
sionary school. Security was 
beefed up after the nun filed a 
police complaint. The latest epi-
sode has come to the fore days 
after a school in Ranaghat was 
attacked and a 71-year-old nun 
was gang-raped.

While the attacks on Christian 
institutions continue in various 
parts of the country, Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh has 
said everything will be done to 
ensure their security. In Jabal-
pur, a cathedral premises and 
a catholic school, where people 
had gathered for a religious 
convention, were vandalised 

allegedly by Hindu activists on 
March 20.

Jharkhand Christian Schools 
Targetted

(UCAN,   Jharkhand): Officials  
of Christian schools in 
Jharkhand’s Dhanbad say dis-
trict officials accused them for 
faulting rules of Right to Educa-
tion (RTE) Act and threatened 
action without considering their 
rights as minority institutions.

As many as 48 principals from 
higher secondary schools in 
the district, including catholic 
schools, were summoned to the 
meeting at the Deputy Com-
missioner’s office by Dhanbad 
Superintendent of Education 
(DSE) Bankey Behari. But rep-
resentative of De Nobili group 
of schools, Fr. Gerald D’Souza, 
and Margaret Mary, Principal of 
Carmel School in Dhanbad, al-
leged the officials singled them 
out and targeted them, accusing 
them of faulting in the imple-
mentation of the RTE.

“The DSE asked me to leave 
the hall as I am not a principal 
but a representative of the eight 
De Nobili schools. I was called 
rule-flouter by Manoj Mishra,  
Secretary of Jharkhand Abhib-
havak Manch,” D’Souza said.

Das asked all schools to abide 
by the RTE Act and submit 
Action-taken reports furnishing 
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all information by March 31. He 
gave schools time to implement 
all rules till April 15 and 
warned of action in case of any 
complaint.

Sister Margaret Mary 
said the Supreme Court has 
allowed certain privileges to 
Christian minority schools in 
implementing the RTE, which 
aims to help government to 
provide free education to all 
children.

“We (Christian minority 
institutions) cannot be forced 
to abide by rules blindly,” she 
said.

Refuting the allegations, Addi- 
tional Collector Das said, “No 
one was insulted. We only asked 
all the schools to adhere to the 
RTE Act.”

Protestant Pastor In Prison
(UCAN, Hong Kong): A Chi-

nese court sentenced a Protestant 
pastor to one year imprisonment, 
the first prison term handed 
down by authorities in Zhejiang 
province following a demolition 
campaign targeting hundreds of 
churches.

Pastor Huang Yizi was found 
guilty of “gathering a crowd to 
disturb public order” after he 
and a group of Christians tried 
unsuccessfully to protect the 
cross of Salvation Church from 
police in July last year.

“We must appeal; the entire 
trial is a violation of (legal) pro-
cedure,” defence lawyer Zhang 
Kai told US-based Christian 
rights group China Aid.

Pastor Huang of Fenwo 
Church was detained in August 
last, a month after baton-wield-
ing police forced their way past 
Christians at Salvation Church 
during the height of a provincial 
campaign in which 400 crosses 
were removed and 35 churches 
destroyed in Zhejiang.

During the police operation at 
Salvation Church, more than a 
dozen Christians were hospita-
lised.

Prosecutors originally charged 
Pastor Huang with assaulting 
State officials, but later altered 
the charges to disturbing public 
order.

“The culprit who hit peo-
ple until they were seriously 
wounded is still at large while 
Pastor Huang — who seeks jus-
tice — is sentenced to prison. 
There is no justice,” an elderly 
Christian said outside the court-
room.

Masked Gunmen Fire On 
Police

(UCAN, Lahore): Unidentified 
gunmen opened fire on 
policemen guarding a Catholic 
church in the southern Pakistani 
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city of Lahore, police officials 
said.  Asif Khan, a local township 
police officer, confirmed the 
attack, which took place outside 
St. Peter’s Catholic Church and 
High School. “Police retaliated, 
after which the assailants sped 
away.”

Two passers-by were injured 
in the crossfire, but no other 
injuries were reported, Asif 
said, adding that police had 
obtained CCTV footage from 
the church and have launched 
an investigation. Punjab Chief 
Minister Shahbaz Sharif has 
directed police to submit a 
report of the incident.

Fr. Emmanuel Yousaf Mani, 
Director of the National 
Commission for Justice and 
Peace at the Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of Pakistan, said he 
was aware of the incident and 
that no church or school staff 
were injured in the attack.

Vandalism In Agra Church
(HT): Unidentified people 

damaged four statues of Mother 
Mary and wrapped a dog chain 
around one of them in early 
morning vandalism at a church 
in Agra, the latest attack on 
minority-run institutions in the 
country.

“The intruders intended to 
hurt our religious sentiments 
as they placed the head of 

child Jesus Christ in the hand 
of Mother Mary and attached 
a dog chain to the neck,” said 
Father Moon Lazarus, the head 
priest of the church.

Religious Social Hostilities
(IANS, Washington): India had 

the highest level of social hostili-
ties involving religion in 2013, 
while China had the highest lev-
el of government restrictions on 
religious beliefs and practices, 
according to a new study.

Worldwide, social hostilities 
involving religion declined 
somewhat in 2013 after reaching 
a six-year peak the previous 
year, according to the Pew 
Research Centre’s latest annual 
study on global restrictions on 
religion. But roughly, a quarter 
of the world’s countries are still 
grappling with high levels of 
religious hostilities within their 
borders, it found.

These types of hostilities run 
the gamut from vandalism of 
religious property and desecra-
tion of sacred texts to violent 
assaults resulting in deaths and 
injuries. Looking at the overall 
level of restrictions – whether 
resulting from government poli-
cies or from hostile acts by pri-
vate individuals, organisations 
and social groups – the study 
found that restrictions on reli-
gion were high or very high in 
39 percent of countries.
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There was a decrease in the 
number of countries in which 
Hindus were harassed, from 16 
in 2012 to 9 in 2013. The number 
of countries in which Buddhists 
were harassed stayed roughly 
the same (12 in 2013, compared 
with 13 in 2012).

The world’s two largest 
religious groups, Christians 
and Muslims, who together 
make up more than half of the 
global population, continued to 
be harassed in most countries.
There was a notable increase 
in the number of countries in 
which Jews and adherents of 
folk religions were harassed, the 
study found.
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