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LETTERS

YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 
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Delightful Feasts

it is a pleasure to read your 
magazine and it is a beautiful 
guide too. thank you so much 
for the efforts taken by you and 
the entire team in giving us such 
delightful feasts from the word 
of god. May many be blessed 
through this magazine!

Supriya Gadre, Pune, 
Maharashtra.

Observations On ‘Change’

With reference to the article 
entitled, ‘Change’ by h. Khonglah 
(feb. 2019), i wish to make the 
following observation.

While change is inevitable, 
the basic foundation of our faith 
which has been handed over to 
us remains unaltered. unlike the 
writings of other faiths, which 
contains mostly discourses and 
debates, we have in the Biblical 
scriptures commands given by 
god: “thou shalt not...” and “thou 
shalt..,” which are firm.

Paul says, “to this he called 
you through our gospel ... so then 
brethren, stand firm and hold on 
to the tradition which you were 
taught by us...” (2thess.2:14,15).

the church to which we 
belong is run by those who are 
called ‘elders’ with the pastor 
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(shepherd) at the helm of church 
affairs and it carries itself to the 
winds of change.

Church needs to guard itself 
from the present deviating forces 
who disregard ‘tradition’ with 
extreme spiritual views. these 
abuse the church which has been 
like a mother.

W. G. Kunder, Vasai, 
Maharashtra.

Christian Growth

i am happy to state that i receive 
the LoL magazine regularly and i 
am thankful to the Light of Life 
Society for publishing excellent 
articles from a few new authors. 

the article titled True Worship 
by Christiana Joseph (June 
2019) was very educative and 
interesting. highlighting the 
salient points like mode, basis, 
purpose and the concept of 
true worship worthy to the 
Lamb of god was encouraging. i 
would like to convey my sincere 
appreciation to the author and 

the editorial Board of LoL for 
selecting and publishing such 
nice articles which will go a long 
way in understanding the word of 
god for Christian growth.

M. G. Mathews, Mumbai, 
Maharashtra

Really Light For My Life

i am studying M.Sc. thanks 
for sending me the Light of 
Life magazine every month. i 
have learned many things. the 
magazine is really light for my 
life. thank you. Remember me in 
your prayers.

Selva Priya, Tamil Nadu

Eye Opener

Duke Jeyaraj has, in his article on 
the Pollachi video, brought to light 
the dangers involved in getting 
too close to unknown persons, 
that too through social media. it 
should be an eye opener to youth, 
especially to young women.

P. A. Kirubakaran Samuel, 
Chennai, Tamil Nadu.

LIGHT OF LIFE 53 MARCH  2016

Dr. Daniel Sathiaraj 
retired from St John’s 

PG College, Hyderabad, 
where he taught Computer 

Science. He lives in 
Hyderabad.

noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 
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Editorial

CLEVERER THAN GOD?

When we realise who 
god is, one of the 
things that ought to 

happen spontaneously is for us 
to bow down in our heart before 
him and submit our life to him. 
When a man finds it difficult to 
submit to god, the real reason, 
whatever else people may say, is 
that he has not realised who god 
really is and who he is 
before him. in other 
words, if we claim 
that we have come to 
know god, there is no 
excuse at all for us to 
remain centred around 
ourselves independent 
of god and to imagine that we 
can decide what we want to do! 
for Christians who recognise god 
with all his attributes, it should 
be easier to submit to him than it 
is for others.

But what we find when we look 
around is that, for a large number 
of people who claim to be ‘born 

again’, Jesus is not on the throne 
of their lives. they themselves 
are the masters of their lives and 
they decide when they would like 
to obey god and when it will be 
out of place because of public 
opinion, customs and fashions 
of the times, what experts say, 
what they themselves consider 
to be convenient, etc. there are 

those who think they 
are ‘believers’, but who 
have never met with 
god or seen him for 
who he is. As a result, 
even though they claim 
to know Jesus as their 
Saviour – whatever 

they mean by that – it is clear that 
he is not their Lord and Master. 
it appears that even their claim of 
salvation remains questionable 
with this kind of experience.

then there are others who have 
been truly born again, but whose 
lives are only partly surrendered 
to him. there are areas in their 

For Christians who 
recognise God with all 
His attributes, it should 

be easier to submit 
to Him than it is for 

others.
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Editorial
lives where they do whatever 
they choose, irrespective of 
what god thinks about them. 
When they read the Bible and 
come across instructions that 
would place them under some 
inconvenience, they find excuses 
such as saying those instructions 
are not applicable to them.

Jesus said that, unless we got 
converted and became like little 
children, we could not get into the 
kingdom of god at all (Matt.18:3). 
At another time, he said that the 
real truths of the kingdom of god 
would be kept hidden 
from those who 
depended on their 
own intelligence and 
understanding. only 
if we are like children 
can we understand 
such truths (Matt.11:25,26). Just 
as children trust their parents 
and believe what they are told, it 
is those who humbly receive what 
god tells them through his word 
who get a revelation of spiritual 
truths. Others, whose confidence 
is in their own understanding 
and refuse to humble themselves 
and accept what god tells them, 
will never get insight into the 
laws of the kingdom of god. for 
them, the wisdom of god appears 
to be foolishness (1Cor.2:14). 
they neglect the instructions of 
god and prefer to follow what 
the ungodly experts of the world 
tell them, thinking that they are 

being very smart to keep up with 
the times!

Let us take two examples where 
we can see how the wisdom 
of this world has come in and 
pushed out the wisdom of god 
from many Christians, with dire 
consequences.

god gives a lot of instructions 
in his word about bringing 
up children. We are told that 
children need training if they are 
to become able to walk ‘in the 
way they should go’ (Prov.22:6). 
the most important thing that 

godly parents (and 
god) want for their 
children is that they 
should grow up and 
walk in god’s ways. 
they know that the 
little baby they have 

received has a nature that has a 
tendency towards sin (Psa.51:5), 
and that therefore he needs a lot 
of training to protect him from 
following his sinful nature, and to 
lead him towards being born again 
one day (Jn.3:3) and growing up 
in that new nature from god. this 
training calls for passing on to 
the children the precepts of god 
which the parents have heard and 
learnt (Deut.4:10), and instilling 
in their hearts a love for god and 
his ways. Sometimes this training 
would call for loving and wise 
chastisements by the parents 
(Prov.13:24;22:15).

It is those who humbly 
receive what God tells 
them through His word 
who get a revelation of 

spiritual truths.
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But this is not what the experts 
of the world say. in the 1960s 
a concept gained prominence 
among psychologists that 
emphasised that each child was 
a unique person and therefore, 
instead of the parents trying to 
mould their children into ‘their 
own image’ they should allow 
freedom for the children to 
develop their own personalities. 
of course, there is some truth 
being brought out here; e.g., 
parents are not to force their 
children to become doctors 
or engineers contrary to the 
children’s abilities and desires, 
but to find out the special abilities, 
aptitudes and interests that the 
children have and to guide them 
wisely to make appropriate 
decisions. But when this new 
concept became exaggerated, it 
resulted in children being left to 
themselves to do whatever they 
liked, with the parents not making 
any attempt to train them. Many 
governments have prohibited 
any form of chastisement, calling 
them ‘child abuse’! Children in 
schools are not to be ‘punished’ 
and in some schools, no student 
can be declared ‘failed’! Anyone 
can observe the negative results 
and how this is affecting society 
as a whole.

We need to also recognise 
the fact that much of so-called 
discipline of children has actually 
been abuse, when the parents vent 

their anger and frustration on 
their children without ensuring 
that discipline must come out of 
love and self-control (heb.12:6) 
and must be aimed at training 
the children to become godly 
(v.10). the world has reacted 
to this abuse by broadening the 
meaning of abuse and indirectly 
preventing discipline by parents, 
teachers, etc.

god has warned us about 
this, “the rod and reproof give 
wisdom, but a child who gets 
his own way brings shame to his 
mother” (Prov.29:15). And yet, 
many Christians would rather 
listen to expert psychologists 
than to the Creator himself!

the second example is about 
the hierarchy god has set up in 
families – god the father, Christ, 
husband, wife (1Cor.11:3). he did 
not do this because Christ was 
inferior to the father or because 
the wife was inferior to her hus-
band. he has given us an example 
in the trinity where all three Per-
sons of the trinity are equally 
god and no one is superior to an-
other. yet, the father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit carry out different 
roles where the Son submits to 
the father and the holy Spirit ex-
alts the Son. in a somewhat simi-
lar way, within the human fam-
ily where both husband and wife 
are made equally in the image of 
god (gen.1:27) and god makes 
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Jacob Ninan 

no difference between man and 
woman (gal.3:28), god requires 
the wife to submit to her husband 
(eph.5:22;Col.3:18;1Pet.3:1). 
this is for the harmonious work-
ing of the different roles of the 
husband and wife and their living 
together in oneness.

it is obvious that this has not 
worked out in this way in many 
homes over all time. there has 
been much abuse by husbands, 
and women all over the world 
have suffered from it. It has not 
just been like this in families, but 
many men have generally treated 
women as if they were of less 
value, bought and sold them as 
if they were commodities, and 
given them no rights or voice to 
protest. even in churches, many 
preachers have subdued the role 
of women by misquoting the Bi-
ble and telling them to just sub-
mit to their husbands, even in the 
face of serious abuse.

in such a context, it was natural 
that a women’s liberation move-
ment began to come up and de-
mand equal rights in all areas of 
life and work. Apparently, towards 
the end of the Second World War 
in 1945 when millions of men 
had died in the war, the scene 
took a drastic change when, in 
the absence of the breadwinners, 
mothers/wives came out of their 
homes to take on the burden of 
providing for their family. After-

wards, it became a trend for wom-
en to work outside their homes, 
while trying to cope with man-
aging the home too. the feminist 
viewpoint became stronger till 
it became unreasonable in many 
ways such as in trying to ignore 
the differences between men and 
women and their respective roles 
in the family and society.

With this cultural pressure com-
ing on Bible interpretation, many 
Christians are confused about 
what god really wants in ‘these 
modern times’. Some of them give 
too much freedom for their chil-
dren and some aim to promote 
equality between the genders at 
all costs. But, because many sin-
ful human beings choose to live 
selfishly and misuse their posi-
tion, can we afford to go against 
the schemes laid out by god and 
think we will succeed?

for those who give god his 
rightful place, can there be a 
question about whether we will 
obey him or experts (Acts.4:19)? 
But sadly, those who consider 
themselves as ‘wise and intelli-
gent’ (Matt.11:25) act as if they 
are cleverer than god and they 
know the world better than the 
Creator.
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POOR POWERLESS  
EMPOWERER

There would be life beyond the suffering,  
the death – resurrection.

KURUVILLA CHANDY

once upon a time there 
was a King without a 
kingdom from beginning 

of his life to the end of it. At his 
birth, wise men came to the land 
where he was born saying that 
they had seen a star signalling 
the birth of a King and had come 
in search of him. At the end 
when he stood trial charged with 
treason, he looked like a tragic 
clown, dressed in purple with a 
crown of thorns on his head and 
blood streaming down his face. 
his judge, the governor, scornfully 
asked him, “Are you a king?” the 
Man Jesus replied, “My kingdom 
is not of this world. if it were My 
servants would fight… I was born 
for this… I came into this world 
for this very purpose…” (Jn.18:33-
37).

When Jesus came back to life 
from the dead, he still didn’t 
overthrow the power of Rome. 
the Jews expected that of their 
Messiah.

in our world, power goes with 
position and wealth. Jesus didn’t 
have either. however, he did have 

a different kind of power. It was 
strange and unearthly. When 
a woman in faith touched the 
hem of his clothes power went 
forth from him, and he said so. 
he wanted to know who had 
sought him like that because he 
cared for the needy (Mk.5:25-
34). According to Jewish law, 
she was unclean and her touch 
had contaminated him. But he 
wasn’t bothered. he cared for 
her. that was so unlike those who 
had worldly power. they wielded 
power only for their own benefit 
and didn’t care if in the process 
others were abused and hurt.

After Jesus resurrected, he 
promised power to his followers 
and told them to stay in place 
until that happened (Lk.24:49). 
then, just before he left earth 
to go back to his father, he said 
that they would receive power 
after the holy Spirit came upon 
them and once that happened 
they would be enabled to be his 
witnesses (Acts.1:8).

on the day when the holy Spirit 
came on the gathered disciples, 
they started to loudly proclaim 
that Jesus was alive and people 
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would be forgiven their sins just 
by believing in him (2:38).

Some days later, when two of 
the disciples went to the temple 
to pray, they were stopped by a 
crippled beggar asking for alms. 
Peter, one of the two disciples 
said that he didn’t have money, 
but he would give the man what 
he had. he gave him the name 
of Jesus and asked him to stand 
to his feet. the man jumped up 
and started to run all over the 
temple shouting praises. A crowd 
gathered wanting to know how it 
had happened. Peter said that it 
was not by their own power, but 
by the power of Jesus’ 
name (3:1-16).

the New testament 
gives us more details 
about this unearthly 
power that was 
released by that Man who had no 
earthly power. 

Power Of The Gospel

Paul wrote that the gospel 
was the power of god. it has the 
power to save people (Rom.1:16). 
the word ‘gospel’ means ‘good 
news’. Just words, but they have 
the power of god vested in them. 
they have the power to transform 
lives, to lift them up out of the 
guilt and shame of sinfulness. 
the gospel of Jesus can bring a 
liberating experience to anyone 
and everyone.

the power of Jesus was the 
power of the Holy Spirit (15:13). 
this power of the Spirit was 
promised to the ordinary rank 
and file of the church and they 
did experience the power. in the 
old testament order, the Spirit 
was given to specially called 
people like prophets. ordinary 
folks didn’t have an experience of 
the holy Spirit.

When the disciples of Christ 
received the Spirit on the day 
of Pentecost, it wasn’t just the 
twelve apostles who received the 
Spirit. there were 120 waiting 
prayerfully for the coming of the 

Spirit (Acts.1:15) and 
so all of them received 
the Spirit that day. 
Peter drew attention 
to the prophecy of Joel 
to explain things. “in 

the last days, god says, i will pour 
out My Spirit on all people. your 
sons and daughters will prophesy, 
your young men will see visions, 
your old men will dream dreams. 
even on My servants, both men 
and women, i will pour out My 
Spirit in those days, and they will 
prophesy” (2:17-18). ordinary 
men and women, young and old 
all received the Spirit of god. 
good news indeed for ordinary 
people. Not many of the Christians 
were wise by human standards; 
not many were influential; not 
many were of noble birth. it was 

The Gospel of Jesus 
can bring a liberating 
experience to anyone 

and everyone.
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because of him that they are in 
Christ Jesus (1Cor.1:26-30).

Power Of The Cross

this power to touch and 
transform the ordinary is the 
power of Christ crucified – which 
is the subject of the good news 
proclaimed through the power of 
the holy Spirit. the cross was not 
then an ornament to wear around 
the neck on a golden chain or to 
adorn a church building. the 
cross was an instrument of death, 
and that, a shameful death. the 
Romans punished the worst 
criminals by crucifixion. To the 
then world it was utter foolishness 
to preach that the Saviour had 
died impaled on a cross. Jews 
considered anyone who was 
hung (on a tree) to be cursed of 
god, and in the greco-Roman 
world it was foolishness to claim 
that the death of a criminal was 
redemptive (v.23). however, the 
witnesses of Christ Jesus insisted 
on preaching and trumpeting the 
Crucified One as their Saviour and 
Lord who could save the whole 
world. Strangely, as people heard 
this gospel, and accepted it, they 
were being transformed.

it was achieved by the power 
of proclamation. Preaching 
was just announcing. there 
was no eloquence of speech or 
persuasive cleverness. Just a plain 
announcement, in the power of 
the Spirit (2:4-5). Conversion 

didn’t happen at the point of 
the sword or because of any 
inducement. it was inexplicable 
that simply announcing the good 
news would result in people 
becoming followers of Christ.

how could the preaching of 
the cross be so powerful? it was 
because god exhibited his power 
in weakness. Christians are people 
with “treasure in jars of clay to 
show that this all-surpassing 
power is from god and not from 
us” (2Cor.4:7-10). in this world, 
no one keeps their treasures in 
jars of clay. Jewellery is kept in 
metal safes and lockers. that is 
not god’s way. he deposits his 
treasure in clay jars. Christians 
are god’s jars of clay in which he 
has deposited his beloved Son so 
that when the jars are broken, the 
treasure stands revealed to the 
world. those who serve god do so 
“in great endurance; in troubles, 
hardships and distresses; in 
beatings, imprisonments and 
riots; in hard work, sleepless 
nights and hunger; in purity, 
understanding, patience and 
kindness; in the holy Spirit and 
in sincere love; in truthful speech 
and in the power of god; with 
weapons of righteousness in the 
right hand and in the left; through 
glory and dishonour, bad report 
and good report; genuine, yet 
regarded as impostors; known, 
yet regarded as unknown; dying, 
and yet we live on; beaten, and yet 
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not killed; sorrowful, yet always 
rejoicing; poor, yet making many 
rich; having nothing, and yet 
possessing everything” (6:3-10). 
Paul heard god say, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for My power is 
made perfect in weakness.”

Power With Love And 
Discipline

Paul wrote to his student, “the 
Spirit god gave us does not make 
us timid, but gives us power, love 
and discipline” (2tim.1:7). 

When Christ was crucified, His 
disciples went into 
hiding. they were 
fearful. they were 
cowards. After Christ 
came back to life and 
gave them the gift 
of god’s Spirit, they 
became courageous 
because they had the 
power of god. 

Worldly power is a corrupting 
thing. it makes people tyrannical 
and abusive. When the Spirit 
imparted power to Christ’s 
disciples, it was part of a combo. 
Power was given along with love 
and discipline. Powers of this 
world do not keep company with 
love and discipline. 

Power that Christ demonstrated 
in his life and gave his disciples 
through the Spirit, however, came 
wrapped together with love and 
discipline. he had said to his 

disciples that they were not to 
be like earthly potentates lording 
it over others, but serving and 
laying down their lives for them 
(Matt.20:25-28). indeed, the fruit 
of the Spirit’s presence starts 
in love and ends in self-control 
(gal.5:22-23).

Power Of Resurrection

Paul defined the Gospel as 
“concerning his Son who was 
a descendant of David with 
reference to the flesh, who was 
appointed the Son-of-god-in-

power according 
to the holy Spirit 
by the resurrection 
from the dead, Jesus 
Christ our Lord” 
(Rom.1:3-4 Net). in 
the incarnation, Jesus 
laid aside all divine 
power to embrace 
and experience our 

human condition, and suffer the 
indignity of being a slave and 
being executed like a criminal 
(Php. 2:6-8). When the period of 
the incarnation ended, then he 
was raised to life restoring all his 
divine power.

Paul said that it was his aim 
“to know him, to experience 
the power of his resurrection, 
to share in His sufferings, and 
to be like him in his death, and 
so, somehow, to attain to the 
resurrection from the dead” (3:10-

Power that Christ 
demonstrated in His 

life and gave His 
disciples through the 
Spirit, however, came 
wrapped together with 

love and discipline.
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11 Net). Curiously, Paul talked of 
resurrection power and then of 
sufferings and death. Shouldn’t 
he have talked of sufferings, death 
and resurrection in that order?

Paul wrote to the Philippian 
church that it had been granted 
to them not only to believe in 
Christ, but also to suffer for Him 
(1:29). it is the power of Christ’s 
resurrection that enables us to live 
as those called to suffer and even 
die, if the Lord wills, for the sake 
of Christ. After the resurrection, 
Christ’s disciples didn’t run from 

suffering and death. They were 
ready to witness at any cost, 
because they knew that in the end 
that was what they would have. 
Resurrection lay ahead beyond 
the suffering that could end in 
death. But it would not be the 
end. there would be life beyond 
the suffering, the death. There 
would be resurrection. 

 
Kuruvilla Chandy  

is a freelance preacher and 
writer based in Trivandrum. 

He retired after serving 42 
years as pastor in Lucknow.
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miraculous gifts may not be 
present in a church. In such 
a situation, James said that 
anyone who is sick is to ask the 
elders of the church to anoint 
him or her and pray for healing, 
and the promise of God is that 
healing will come in answer to 
the prayer of faith (5:13-15). We 
need to have more faith about 
this promise and put it into 
practice among us.

We are indeed living in better 
days. If we were living in the 
time when Jesus was on the 
earth, we would have found 
Jesus “sent only to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel” 
(Matt.15:24). Or, like Martha and 

Mary discovered that just when 
someone was sick unto death, 
Jesus was not there (Jn.11:1-
44). We have the Holy Spirit in 
us and the Holy Spirit is more 
powerful than the spirits that 
inhabit the world (1Jn.4:4). The 
Holy Spirit will empower us 
to glorify Jesus, but we need to 
stop treating Him like a ghost. 
We have to stop ignoring Him. 
We need to let Him have His 
way with us in our lives and in 
our churches. 

Kuruvilla Chandy 
is Pastor of the Grace Bible 

Church, Lucknow.
















































MATRIMONIAL
Groom Wanted

A born again Christian family invites a suitable marriage partner for their God-fearing 
daughter of 29 yrs, Ht. 5.5 ft, fair complexion, working as a HR professional in a 
reputed Company. Looking for a compatible, committed born again believer, well 
qualified and job oriented. Interested persons can send their details and photograph 
to stephenbsams200857@gmail.com. Contact No. 9769855223/9819593670. 
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A FEW GOOD CITIZENS
Let us emulate Jesus Christ rather than correct the culture.

everyday violence is all 
around us – all pervasive 
and yet invisible. invisible 

because we live in a society 
where low-level endemic day to 
day violence is so normalised 
that we have developed blind 
spots that stop us from seeing 
what is sometimes right below 
our noses – sometimes, often 
in our own homes. to highlight 
this, an organisation recently 
held an exhibition of paintings 
illustrating several instances of 
everyday violence in a prominent 
Delhi mall. the choice of a mall, 
where people come to shop, eat 
out or spend an evening-out with 
their families and not to admire 
paintings was deliberate – it was 
to highlight to ‘people like us’, 
india’s rich and upwardly mobile 
population with disposable 
incomes, about the culture of 
violence that surrounds them 
hand in glove with a culture of 
impunity and general apathy. 
Many of the hundreds of visitors 
at the exhibition asked pointed 
questions of the artist, including 
some heart searching ones, 
about how they could do their 
bit to contribute to a society that 
is governed by the rule of law 

SHANTANU DUTTA where perpetrators of violence 
are deterred because of speedy 
and effective punishments.

Law Enforcement

But the police and other 
law enforcement agencies are 
generally considered inept by 
most people unless prodded 
by political bosses. Let alone 
investigate a crime thoroughly, 
in many instances the police 
will often decline to lodge fiRs 
which will, at the very least, 
force them to acknowledge that 
a crime has occurred under their 
jurisdiction. in recent incidents 
of mob lynching that have been 
widely reported, perpetrators 
have repeatedly said that they 
had to take law into their own 
hands as the police were absent 
or unreliable. When a seven-
year-old boy was murdered in 
the bathroom of a private school 
last year, police in a Delhi locality 
forced the conductor of a school 
bus to confess, and closed the 
case. Weeks later, a court-ordered 
investigation used previously 
ignored CCtV footage to reveal 
that the killer had been an older 
student.

But while bad press coverage 
makes it easy to blame the police 



18Light of Life JuLy 2019

for everything, the reality is more 
complex. A chat with the police 
makes the reasons for poor 
performance very clear. firstly, 
there are too few of them. india’s 
ratio of policemen per 1000 
people is just 1.2, about half the 
level recommended by the uN. By 
the government’s own calculation, 
the country has 600000 fewer 
policemen than required. 
Although the general impression 
is that the police are lazy, police 
tend to be overworked. A survey 
in 2014 unearthed that 90% of 
officers worked longer than eight 
hours a day, and 73% got no more 
than one day off per week. The 
recent introduction of eight-hour 
shifts in Kerala and Mumbai has 
radically improved morale.

The administrative edifice of 
the police has changed very little 
since the colonial era. two-thirds 
of police are constables, usually 
with little training, obsolete 
equipment and no powers to 
arrest or investigate. At the top 
of the pyramid stand the 5000 
members of the indian Police 
Service that, before 1920, was 
staffed only by British officers. 
Selected by the uPSC, these elite 
officers rarely stay in a post 
more than two years, but enjoy 
housing, transport and other 
perks. Between them and the 
constables are officers in various 
state police forces who hold full 

responsibility for everyone junior, 
but enjoy no influence over the 
elite IPS Officers. 

in such a setting, how can 
Christians be good citizens and 
what does ‘good’ really mean? is 
passive submission to whatever 
is happening good? is apathetic 
other-worldliness good? is 
activism good? What is good?

What did the apostles tell their 
followers in matters relating 
to the Roman empire? this is a 
crucial question as Christians 
today are met with the same or 
similar issues. Not coincidentally, 
they looked to see what Jesus 
taught. Jesus laid the groundwork 
with his famous and provocative 
statement in Matthew 22:21 
(cf. Mk.12:17), “give to Caesar 
what is Caesar’s, and to god 
what is god’s”). the reaction 
to this statement by the Jewish 
authorities was utter surprise, as 
in the Jewish and Roman world 
the religious and civil authority 
was one. to separate obligation 
to one and then to the other 
was truly without precedent. of 
course, the question has always 
remained contentious, “Just what 
exactly is Caesar’s? What if an 
authoritarian Caesar were to say 
that all was his?”

Loyalty To God

this teaching provided the 
motivation for later teachings of 
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loyalty to God first and then to the 
State. “But Peter and John replied, 
‘Judge for yourselves whether 
it is right in god’s sight to obey 
you rather than god” (Acts.4:19). 
this view was unanimous among 
the apostles. “We must obey god 
rather than men!” (Acts.5:29). 
the same line of reasoning 
carried over to apostolic teaching 
towards the Roman authority. Paul 
urged Timothy to offer prayers, 
intercession, thanksgiving, and 
requests for all individuals in 
authority, including the Roman 
authority (1tim.2:1,2). 
the objective was that 
Christians would be 
able to “live peaceful 
and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holiness” 
(v.2). Paul told titus 
that believers should 
be prepared at all times to “be 
ready to do whatever is good… 
to be peaceable and considerate, 
and to show true humility 
toward all men” (tit.3:1,2). 
Peter admonished his readers 
to submit to the king “as the 
supreme authority,” because by 
doing so they would “silence the 
ignorant talk of foolish men” (1 
Pet.2:13,15). 

the key statement in the Bible 
on church-State relations is 
Romans 13:1-7. Suffice it to say 
that the believer in Christ is to be 
submissive to the government of 
the day as it has been appointed 

to power by god. to resist 
the government is as good as 
resisting god. Christians are to 
show submission to the State by 
paying their taxes and doing all 
that is asked of them in a spirit 
of submission. these general 
statements provided a framework 
by which Christians were to avoid 
punishment by the State (v.5), 
giving the civil authorities no 
reason to think ill of Christians.

the times of the early church 
and modern society are not so 

different as one might 
assume. the Roman 
empire was religiously 
pluralistic and it 
was philosophically 
pluralistic. it was 
more religiously and 
culturally tolerant 
than is often thought. 

Challenges only arose when one 
religious belief system refused 
to give homage to the image of 
the emperor or respect Roman 
tradition. Also, many of the same 
social ills beset the Roman society 
as afflict our society. Despite 
the many differences between 
Roman culture and our culture, 
enough similarity exists to draw 
some parallels.

historically, the church has 
always been at tension with the 
prevailing culture, simply because 
of contrasting worldviews at 
the foundation. Christianity tells 

Christians are to show 
submission to the State 
by paying their taxes 
and doing all that is 
asked of them in a 

spirit of submission.
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the world there is only one way 
to salvation and one standard 
of morality that is originating 
from one god. in a society that 
is globalised and pluralistic, 
this contrast doesn’t go down 
well. however, there is a major 
difference between the society of 
today and that of Rome, in this area. 
it is understood that as Christians 
stand for righteousness, they will 
be condemned and accused in 
the public arena. Jesus warned 
his disciples that they would be 
persecuted for their confession 
of him. however, to be 
abused in the culture 
for doing right is one 
thing; to be abused 
because you ask for it 
is quite another. take 
the case of martyrdom. 
early Christians 
believed martyrdom 
was the supreme 
witness for Jesus. But seeming 
to seek martyrdom because of 
belief in Christ troubled Roman 
society. Likewise, contemporary 
Christians who protest the 
darkness in our culture can 
easily be perceived as a threat to 
society. 

Good Christian

We will be wise if we reflect 
back on our history and relive 
the purpose of Christian civics 
in a pre-Christian culture. in 
fact, we must revisit our school 

time civics lessons all over again 
to discern our role in a society 
that is gradually losing its grip 
on civility and good governance. 
While our society today maybe 
a far cry from the savagery of 
the Roman empire, it is fast 
becoming a setting in which there 
are no absolutes and in which 
majoritarianism is creating a 
wilderness of conscience. We 
will have to recalibrate our 
moral compass to confront this 
seemingly inevitable process.

in conclusion, whatever 
makes a person a 
good Christian, also 
generally makes for a 
good citizen; perhaps a 
better citizen than the 
average person. Why? 
Because Christians are 
disturbed about what 
society often does not 

– love for the underprivileged, the 
unborn, the feeble, and the dying. 
Christianity is a humanitarian 
religion that seeks to secure 
life and liberty for all people. 
Christians get into trouble with 
prevailing norms when they begin 
to condemn instead of redeem. 
the Christian message may 
cause a strain with the dominant 
culture which is to be expected. 
even so, we must continue to do 
good and be good citizens. the 
early believers suffered for their 
beliefs and commitment, yet they 
continued to be good citizens. 

Christians are 
disturbed about what 

society often does 
not – love for the 

underprivileged, the 
unborn, the feeble, and 

the dying. 
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Does our Lord expect anything 
less from us? Attempting to 
change people by changing the 
culture first is counterproductive 
to the Christian ethic of love and 
servanthood and doing good. 
Battle lines are drawn that will 
take decades to erase when 
Christians engage the culture in 
un-Christian ways. 

Let us follow the example of 
our ancestors when we engage 

with culture. Let it be said of 
us that they joined hands with 
their forefathers to provide a 
turning point for their culture 
by emulating Jesus Christ rather 
than correcting the culture. our 
nation will be changed by it. 

Shantanu Dutta 
is the  Director for National  

Advocacy with the  
International Justice  

Mission in Delhi.

We count on 
your prayers!

As we at Light of Life seek to fulfil this ministry for the edification of our readers, we seek 
your prayers for God’s  anointing, blessings, provisions and guidance. Thank you.
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JOB OPPORTUNITY
eXeCutiVe DiReCtoR, efiCoR

the evangelical fellowship of india Commission on Relief (efiCoR) is a 
National Christian Relief and Development organisation working with poor and 
marginalised communities in various states of india. efiCoR invites applications 
from candidates with commitment and qualification to join the leadership team 
in the capacity of the executive Director to be located at Janakpuri, New Delhi.

the executive Director is responsible for providing overall leadership to the 
organisation (efiCoR), accountable to the Board through the Chair.
CRITERIA FOR APPLICATION

A) Candidates desirous of applying for the post of the executive Director of 
efiCoR, New Delhi should be:
i. Mature, committed Christians with a passion for social justice and 

poverty alleviation
ii. Aware of and committed to the vision, mission and core values of 

efiCoR.
B) Educational Qualifications:

i. graduate degree 
ii. Post graduate degree/diploma in community development is 

preferable
C) experience

i. Minimum 15 years of post qualifications experience, out of which 
minimum 5 years in a senior position in a relief and development 
organisation.

ii. Working knowledge of laws and rules relating to non-profit organization/
fCRA.

D) Statement of interest (500 words) to be sent along with the application and 
CV.

e) two references
f) Last date to receive applications: July 20, 2019
g) Applications to be sent to:

the Chairperson, efiCoR Board. 
the evangelical fellowship of india Commission on Relief (efiCoR) 308,  

Mahatta tower, 54, B Block Community Centre, Janakpuri, New Delhi- 110058 
Ph.: (011) 25516383/4/5/ email.: chairhreficor@gmail.com

ABOUT THE POSITION

A) Term of office: 5 years (renewable)
B) Salary and other Benefits: Negotiable
C) expected start date: November 1, 2019

for more information please refer www.eficor.org
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DIVIDED CHRISTIANITY
We have failed to realise that God is beyond the slavery of caste, 

colour and denominations.

our country is a rich blend 
of customs, cultures 
and so many religions. 

hence, as a Christian in india, 
there is always a need to search 
for a right balance between my 
ideals as a Christian and those of 
the society. i believed that i had 
accomplished this successfully 
through the grace of god and 
constant interactions with 
friends from other religions. to 
my surprise, i found that it was 
Christians who have difficulty 
understanding each other. even 
though there is only one god 
and one Christ, we have divided 
ourselves into so many factions 
and denominations and are little 
tolerant of each other. We are 
constantly in a tug of war, trying 
to best each other and pull god to 
one side.

As if this was not detrimental 
enough, there is something called 
‘caste’ deeply entrenched in our 
families. Christ’s love teaches 
us that everyone is equal, but 
we divide ourselves into small 
caste-clad communities, calling it 
custom and culture. how can we 
call ourselves Christians when 
we openly follow something that 

G. JILISHA hinduism has created and holds 
high as an idol?

When i was trying to 
comprehend this, it seemed 
similar to idol worship. how did 
an idol which they created find 
itself into Christian life? Well, 
everyone knows the answer. 
Christians in india are the 
converted descendants of hindu 
ancestors. So yes, some of the 
customs will be handed down, 
but it is our responsibility to 
understand where to draw the 
line. the holy Bible says, “it is for 
freedom that Christ has set us 
free. Stand firm, then, and do not 
let yourselves be burdened again 
by a yoke of slavery” (gal.5:1). But 
we are trapped in the slavery of 
caste, colour and denominations, 
and are dragging along its heavy 
burden. We failed to realise that 
god is beyond all this.

Being A Christian In India

ever since childhood, i was 
puzzled by the dynamics of 
Christianity in india. this was 
first pointed out to me by a close 
hindu friend of mine when we 
were 11 years old. She asked 
me, “You have different churches 
for different types of Christians, 
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the same as we have different 
temples; we have caste, you also 
have caste; then you guys must 
be the same as us, right?” i had 
never thought about it in that 
way and hence her question 
took me by surprise. Also, a 11-
year old’s comprehension of the 
world is different from an adult’s. 
i couldn’t answer her question 
then and this friendly chat was 
forgotten. i had a trip down the 
memory lane when a recent 
personal issue brought up the 
subject of my caste. We declare by 
word that we are unified, but what 
defines us are denominations and 
caste. this was especially true in 
the small southern parts of india 
where i come from. the unity in 
Christ was forgotten. So i decided 
to turn to the Bible for advice 
since god knows best.

god has an amazing way of 
pointing us in the right direction 
with his words. he is someone 
who knows exactly what we want 
and how to provide it at the right 
time and place. i had asked god 
to give me clarity and point me 
in the right direction. the very 
next day, i was listening to the 
pastor speaking about following 
Christian ideals beyond religion 
and caste. Romans 2:11 says, “for 
god does not show favouritism,” 
meaning all denominations, all 
castes and every single human are 
equal in god’s eyes. god doesn’t 
segregate the prayers that reach 

him, based on any of these man-
made criteria. it is man’s nature to 
construct divisions among us. We 
accept donated blood or donated 
organs without asking what caste 
the donor was; but for a marriage 
we are in a mad dash to find ‘our’ 
caste and vehemently oppose 
others even if they are Christians. it 
is difficult to understand this frenzy 
to find earthly similarities when the 
Bible says we are unified in Christ. 
this convenient discrimination 
and irony show that god’s love has 
been wasted on us.

What is god’s will? how did we 
become so good at finding fault 
with each other and poking at dif-
ferences-based caste? What right 
do we as Christians have, to judge 
a person based on outward ap-
pearances when the Bible clearly 
says, “the Lord does not look at 
the things people look at. People 
look at the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looks at the heart” 
(1Sam.16:7)? it shows a lack of 
understanding of god’s word, or 
there is an inability to identify 
situations where we need to ap-
ply them. We have become accli-
matised to this insensitive society 
and its notions that we show the 
same insensitivity to others and 
even to fellow Christians, know-
ingly and unknowingly. god never 
asked us to make divisions among 
ourselves. But we have accepted 
and incorporated these into our 
lives because others in the society 
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have done so. the question of the 
11-year-old friend made sense. 
We have indeed become more 
like them. Some say that back-
ward Christian communities need 
caste for upliftment. that might 
be true and it is indeed required 
for upliftment of many commu-
nities, but instead of a Christian 
way of life it has created a caste-
led way of life. We failed to realise 
its boundaries. What was created 
centuries ago to follow discrimi-
nation among hindus has become 
a means for Christian communi-
ties to discriminate other Chris-
tian communities on the basis of 
caste. Where it is not evident, it 
happens at micro levels; in words 
spoken and even in thoughts. 
Churches have turned into a way 
to politicise and uphold caste and 
their own denominations.

Is It Right?

Does being a century old tradi-
tion make it a right thing? Sati, 
untouchability and discrimina-
tion against blacks also had deep 
roots. Society never thought that 
they were wrong customs. it was 
being followed as a part of culture. 
Discrimination against blacks 
was even followed in churches. 
Laws were made for this purpose. 
No one opposed them because it 
was a routine and was consid-
ered normal. those who opposed 
them were beaten and perse-
cuted. it took a long time, many 

visionaries and many sacrifices 
to find the right path. Christ’s life 
was the same. his compassion 
and love towards sinners and the 
sick were scorned upon by the 
Jews. When he healed the sick on 
the Sabbath and declared himself 
as the Son of god, it led the Jews 
to persecute him. We, Christians, 
are created from his love and 
sacrifice. It took many decades 
and speeches by many mission-
aries to lead us there. But it is sad 
when we lose ourselves in irrel-
evant and baseless things. there 
are efforts from Christian leaders 
and young followers to break free 
from such conservative and prim-
itive thoughts. the pace is slow 
and hopefully, through the Christ 
who strengthens us, we will be 
able to see everyone with com-
passion and free ourselves from 
chains of differences. I believe 
that god works in mysterious 
ways and melts hearts of stone. 
May god help us to see what 
matters in our lives and uphold 
the true values that define us as 
Christians as Micah 6:8 says, “he 
has shown you, o mortal, what 
is good. And what does the Lord 
require of you? to act justly and 
to love mercy and to walk humbly 
with your god.”

G. Jilisha 
I am a student pursuing 

my masters in public 
health at JIPMER 

Puducherry 
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IT’S RAINBOW  
EVERYWHERE

Understanding the impact of the decriminalising of Section 377

it was on the evening of 
September 6, 2018, when 
after my whole day work 

i sat to browse the tV news 
channels and the hot news that 
flashed across was “Supreme 
Court decriminalises Sec 377, 
by five judges’ bench headed by 
Chief Justice Deepak Mishra.” the 
Supreme Court defanged the 158 
year old Victorian era law, in a 
landmark judgment; it legalised 
consensual sexual relations 
among gay adults by partially 
striking down section 377, 
perhaps the first step towards 
the gradual embrace of the 
LgBtQ community and hesitant 
acquiescence of alternative 
sexuality.

Before we go further, let us 
understand what LgBtQ stands 
for: L are lesbians (woman 
to woman intimate sexual 
relations); g are gay (man to man 
intimate sexual relations); B are 
bisexual (one who maintains 
sexual relations with both men 
and women); t are transgender 
(person with a gender expression 
that differs from their assigned 

REGINALD CHAND sex); and Q are queer (an umbrella 
term, which encompasses all 
identities within the spectrum).

What Is Section 377 Of IPC?

it is a section of the indian 
Penal Code introduced during 
the British rule of india modelled 
on the Buggery Act of 1533 
(the Buggery Act is an act for 
the punishment of the vice 
of buggeries meaning anal 
intercourse and also bestiality. 
it comprises sexual activities 
‘against the order of nature’. 

How Homosexuality Is Viewed 
By Indians

homosexuality is mostly a 
taboo subject in indian civil 
society. There are no official 
demographics for the LgBtQ 
population in india, but the 
government of india submitted 
figures to the Supreme Court in 
2012 according to which there 
were about 2.5 million gay people 
recorded in india.

Public discussion of 
homosexuality in india has 
been inhibited by the fact that 
sexuality in any form is rarely 
discussed openly. however, 
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attitudes towards homosexuality 
have shifted slightly. in particular, 
there have been more depictions 
and discussions of homosexuality 
in the indian news media and in 
Bollywood. Several organisations 
have expressed support for 
decriminalising homosexuality in 
india, and pushed for tolerance 
and social equality for the 
LgBtQ community. india is 
among countries with a social 
element of a third gender. But 
mental, physical, emotional 
and economic violence against 
LgBtQ community in india 
prevails. Lacking support from 
family, society or police, many 
gay rape victims do not report 
the crimes.

however, homosexuality has 
been prevalent in india from 
ancient times, and is mentioned 
in certain ancient texts, such as, 
in Arthashastra by Chanakya, 
Kaama Sutra by Vatsayana, etc.

in this context and background 
Christians must understand 
what the Bible says about 
homosexuality and how it affects 
our lives.

the Bible has some very 
important things to say about 
homosexuality. We need to 
understand them if we are 
to avoid the twin mistakes of 
homophobia and thinking that 
God is indifferent about how 
we use our sexuality. Please 

remember that not everyone 
wears the same set of glasses 
when they open their Bibles.

Genesis 19

the account describes the men 
of Sodom attempting to forcibly 
have sex with two angelic visitors 
to the city. in the New testament 
Jude adds an important insight. 
“Just as Sodom and gomorrah 
and the surrounding cities, 
which likewise indulged in sexual 
immorality and pursued unnatural 
desire, serve as an example by 
undergoing a punishment of 
eternal fire” (Jude.7).

What happened at Sodom is 
clearly meant to be something 
of a cautionary tale. Jude makes 
it clear that their ungodliness 
involved sexual immorality. they 
were punished for sexual sin along 
with the other sins of which they 
were guilty. Jude also highlights 
the nature of their sexual desires; 
they pursued ‘unnatural desire’.

Leviticus

Leviticus contains two well-
known statements about 
homosexual activity. “you shall 
not lie with a male as with woman, 
it is an abomination” (18:22). “if 
a man lies with a male as with 
a woman, both of them have 
committed an abomination, they 
shall surely be put to death, their 
blood is upon them” (20:13).
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Romans 1

Romans 1 talks about the nature 
and character of homosexual 
behaviour. Paul talks about the 
unrighteous people in this world 
which is true today too. “for this 
reason god gave them up to vile 
passions. for even their women 
exchanged the natural use for 
what is against nature. Like-wise 
also the men, leaving the natural 
use of the woman, burned in their 
lust for one another, men with 
men committing what is shameful, 
and receiving in themselves the 
penalty of their errors which was 
due. And even as they did not like 
to retain god in their knowledge, 
god gave them over to a debased 
mind, to do those things which 
are not fitting” (Rom.1:26-28).

isn’t it self-explanatory? Paul too 
suggests the punishment of death. 
Paul has gone one step further, by 
saying that even the approvers of 
the same deserve the punishment 
of death (v.32). however, two 
things come out of these verses 
very clearly. firstly, homosexual 
desire is not what god originally 
intended, and secondly, that our 
distorted desires are a sign that 
we have turned away from god.

1 Corinthians 6:9-10

Paul writes to the church at 
Corinth, when he sees that people 
are indulging in sinful activities 
and thus going away from god. “Do 

you not know that the unrighteous 
will not inherit the kingdom of 
god? Do not be deceived. Neither 
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor homosexuals, 
nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor 
covetous, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor extortioners, will 
inherit the kingdom of god.”

So, what does it mean for our 
understanding of homosexuality? 
that homosexual sin is serious, 
it is not unique, and that it is not 
inescapable. 

1 Timothy 1:9,10

“Knowing this: the law is not 
made for a righteous person, but 
for the lawless and insubordinate, 
for the ungodly and for sinners, 
for the unholy and profane, 
for murderers of fathers and 
murderers of mothers, for 
manslayers; for fornicators, for 
sodomites, for kidnappers, for 
liars, for perjurers, and if there is 
any other thing that is contrary to 
sound doctrine.”

these forms of behaviour 
characterise those for whom the 
law was given, in order to bring 
conviction of sin and the need 
for mercy. All these practices 
contradict ‘sound doctrine’ and 
the gospel. they do not conform 
to the life Christians are now to 
lead. they go against the grain 
of the new identity we have in 
Christ.
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As i said earlier, not everyone 
wears the same set of glasses 
when they open their Bibles. 
So there are those who claim 
that Scripture doesn’t forbid 
homosexual practices. it looks like 
some kind of planned rebellion 
against god and his followers, 
now that things have gone to the 
extent where they call it a ‘pro-
gay theology’. 

Let us examine some of the facts 
on this issue before we conclude. 
Pro-gay theology argues that, 
while the Bible is authoritative, it 
is either not fully authoritative (it 
is subject to error in certain social 
issues) or it has been traditionally 
misinterpreted in the area of 
homosexuality. it is a system of 
beliefs based on objections to the 
traditional viewpoint of Scripture 
and sexuality.

the dilemma of homosexuality 
for many Christians also fuels 
the objections of many pro-gay 
advocates. they claim that their 
attraction to the same sex feels 
perfectly normal and natural. “if 
it seems natural,” they say, “must 
it not therefore be god-given?” 
“if i’m still gay after trying not to 
be,” they seem to say, “then god 
must have made me this way and 
so there must be a better way of 
looking at the Bible.”

Deception usually expresses 
itself in a challenge to god’s 
word. Listed below are the 

most common points of pro-gay 
theology as ‘objections’. 

1. Jesus said, “Come to me, all 
you who are weary and burdened,” 
not just “Come unto me all you 
that are heterosexual.” the gospel 
is for everyone, including gays.

it’s true that Christ’s invitation 
is to everyone. Remember what 
Jesus said to the woman who 
was taken on adultery, “Neither 
do i condemn you, go and sin no 
more” (Jn.8:11). Jesus will accept 
us as we are when we repent and 
obey god’s word. “Repent as the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand” 
(Matt.4:17). So we are called to 
repent just as surely as we are all 
called to salvation.

2. if gays didn’t ask for their 
orientation, then god must 
have created it, so how could he 
condemn it?

this is really absurd. in 
Scripture, there is so much 
which condemns many ‘natural’ 
states and desires. “the natural 
man does not receive the things 
of the Spirit of god, for they 
are foolishness to him, nor 
can we know them because 
they are spiritually discerned” 
(1Cor.2:14). “Because the carnal 
mind is enmity against god, for 
it is not subject to the law of god, 
nor indeed can be” (Rom.8:7). 
“the heart is deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked; 
who can know it? (Jer.17:9).



31Light of Life JuLy 2019

3. People are saved on the basis 
of their faith in Christ, not their 
sexuality, be it homosexual or 
heterosexual. 

Salvation through Christ and 
sexual morality are two distinct 
issues that should be kept 
separate. there are many openly 
gay Christians who love god, 
experience spiritual realities, and 
have specific gifts and callings 
just like other Christians. 

the presence of spiritual gifts, 
whether preaching, evangelism, 
or any other gift, is never an 
indication that the person in 
whom those gifts are manifest 
is justified in all other areas of 
life. Nor is the presence of god’s 
Spirit in a believer proof that 
the lifestyle of that believer is 
pleasing to god.

4. Jesus said, “Do not judge, or 
you too will be judged.” So, when 
you say that homosexuality is 

wrong, you’re guilty of being 
judgmental.

Jesus did teach that we cannot 
accurately address someone else’s 
sin without first addressing our 
own (Matt.7:14). But he also tells 
us, having examined ourselves, 
we are to address their sin! (v.5). 
(Read Rom.16:17; 1Cor.5:3-5; 
gal.6:1; eph.5:11; 1thes.5:14; 
2thes.3:11-15; Jn.4:1.)

So, we need to be careful, and 
this carefulness will come when 
we understand the word of god 
in the right context, and believe 
that Jesus Christ died for our sins 
and there is a hope of eternal life 
for us, through him.

Reginald Chand  
is a Mumbai based 

corporate executive, who 
enjoys writing.

“Authority – use and misuse”
Authority, responsibility, accountability – how are they 

connected, and how do we see them being used and misused 
among us? Jacob Ninan examines the Bible to learn what 

God wants us to know about these and how He wants us to 
live. This booklet is made available as a free e-book for your 

download and study. You can also read it online.
Download from  

https://www.c-n-c.org/authority-use-and-misuse.htm
Share it with your friends.
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Seeking a Lead Pastor for  
Delhi Bible Fellowship (DBF), New Delhi

Delhi Bible Fellowship (DBF) is a non-denominational, evangelical 
church, started in 1969 and currently having 9 lead congregations and 
30 weekly services across the National Capital Region (NCR). 

DBF seeks a Lead Pastor, whom God has called, to lead one of its 
English congregations located in South Delhi. This congregation is a 
unique, vibrant and growing congregation that focuses on youth and 
families, and draws people from all walks of life. This is one of the 
oldest congregations having a multi-generational and multi-cultural 
members of 300+ people from many different nationalities. 

DBF seeks a full-time Lead Pastor who is led by the Holy Spirit to help 
grow this congregation both spiritually and numerically, to minister to 
the changing needs of the congregation and community, and to lead 
them into God’s perfect plans for the church. 

The applicant should have strong skills in leadership, communication, 
discipleship, evangelism, teaching, be a team player, be able to work 
with the other pastors and staff of the congregation and be a dynamic 
visionary to lead the church into the future. The applicant must be an 
Indian citizen or PIO/OCI card holder, have an MDiv or BD and have at 
least 8 years of relevant ministry experience. 

Interested and suitable candidates are requested to send their 
detailed resume by 30th June 2019 to the email ID or postal address 
given below.

Email ID for correspondence: searchcommittee.dbf@gmail.com 
Postal Address:  

Chairman 
Search Committee 

Delhi Bible Fellowship 
22, Bhai Veer Singh Marg 

New Delhi – 110 001 
Phone: 011-23360944
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DISCERNMENT
Are we using properly this unique gift from God to mankind?

Discernment, the ability 
to distinguish between 
good and evil, is a unique 

gift endowed to man by god, which 
other species of god’s creation do 
not possess. this ability enables 
man not only to know what is good 
and what is bad but also enables 
him toknow what is desirable 
and what is notso desirable and 
what is essential and what is not 
so essential. Man is thus capable 
of evaluating life situations and 
take intelligent, well-thought-out 
and wise decisions at all times. 
however, it is up to each man 
whether he makes proper use of 
this god-given gift intelligently 
and wisely.

to this great gift of discernment 
god has also added a spirit-driven 
conscience in every human being. 
So,man does not have any valid 
excuse to claim ignorance as a 
cause for his sins and failures. 
this safeguard is thus part 
of man’s system. even from 
childhood he grows up aware of 
what is good and what is evil.this 
system is hard-wired in man in 
such a way that even those who 
have no acquaintance with the 
Bible possess a primitive sense 
of what is good and what is evil. 

K. P. LUKE VYDHIAN even hardened criminals commit 
their crimes knowing fully well 
that they are committing crimes.

Again, it is discernment that 
teaches Bible teachers to choose 
the topic for their teaching and 
preaching. Jesus Christ, the great-
est of all teachers, used discern-
ment very wisely and chose his-
topics for teaching mostly from 
god’s own creation the nature. 
the parable of the vine and its 
branches is a fine example of Je-
sus using nature to teach great 
lessonsto the people (Jn.15).Any 
amount of studies will not ex-
haust the depth of the parable’s 
lessons. the branches need nour-
ishment continuously for their 
sustenance as a living component 
of the plant, for which they must 
abide in the vine.Without existing 
as a living component, how can 
they produce fruits?

every parable of Jesus is thus 
pregnant with meaning and the 
scope of understanding only grows 
as we study more and more. Just to 
imagine that we have learnt it all 
in our Sunday school classes and 
need no further studies is surely 
an over-simplification. In case of 
Jesus’ miracles also the situation 
is similar. We have studiedmany 
times the first miracle of Jesus, 
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of turning water into wine at the 
wedding in Cana, which he, his 
disciples and his mother Mary 
attended.every time we attempt 
to study this incident, new 
insights emerge, and new lessons 
are learnt.

there are gems hidden away in 
the holy text, which we rarely hear 
being preached. Let me quote a 
few examples. in 1Samuel 12:23, 
the verse conveys the idea that not 
prayingwhen we ought to pray is 
sin. But how often has this been 
heard in our Sunday sermons or 
Bible study meetings?or take the 
case of the all-important teaching 
of Jesus in John 3 about being 
born again. the emphasis given 
to this important concept in 
mainline churches by our pastors 
and priests is so feeble and 
pathetic that many adherents of 
these churches think that being 
born again is the prerogative 
of somepeculiar people who 
belong to a different sect alien 
to their own. however, the fact 
is that Jesus thought it extremely 
important and urgent to tell 
Nicodemus the leader of the Jews 
who visited him in the night. in 
fact, the Lord did not even wait 
a moment toconvey thismessage 
to Nicodemus saying, “unless you 
are born again you cannot enter 
the kingdom of god.”

Let me quote one more verse 
from the New testament to 

illustrate some of my concerns 
in the present context. hebrews 
13:3 reads like this, “Remember 
the prisoners as though you 
were in prison with them and 
the mistreated as though you 
yourselves were suffering bodily.” 
Let us try and relate these 
instructions to something that has 
been happening closer home in the 
lastfew years.When the ancient 
churches and Christians in Syria 
were being exterminated,when 
the Christians were being killed, 
maimed or driven away from 
their homesteadsto distant lands 
as migrants in millions, how many 
Christians cared to call a prayer 
meeting to pray for them?

i do believe that the entire Bible 
consisting of 66 books of the old 
and New testaments are relevant 
and profitable for Christians if we 
use them properly. in fact,Paul 
states it in clear terms, “All 
scripture is god-breathed and 
is useful for teaching rebuking, 
correcting and training in 
righteousness” (2tim.3:16).We 
normally take all the 66 books 
of the Bible as included in the 
words ‘all scripture’ used by Paul. 
But we also know that it was Paul 
who was at the forefront of the 
fight for exempting the gentile 
Christians from the Law of Moses 
which was very much part of the 
scriptures mentioned by him. We 
should be particularly thankful to 
the apostle Paul for this and he 
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had to struggle a lot to achieve 
this. ultimately the decision was 
taken in the Jerusalem council 
in favour of the stand taken by 
Paul and Barnabas. The first part 
of Paul’sLetter to the galatians 
makes it amply clear how strong 
his feelings were in the matter.

Although the Law of Moses con-
tinues to be background material 
for study by Christians 
it is no longer applica-
ble to Christians to be 
practised as it was for 
israel of old in the pre- 
Christian era. More-
over, the author of the 
hebrews passionately 
argues how the new 
covenant replaces the 
old one. While com-
paring Moses to Jesus 
it is clearly stated in the book of 
hebrews that while Moses was a 
faithful servant in the household 
of god, Jesus is the Son and there-
fore heir.The one sacrifice on the 
cross of Calvary which our Lord 
underwent for our sins rendered 
altogether all other sacrifices in 
the Jewish temple irrelevant and 
redundant. the apostles guided 
by the holy Spirit rejected what 
was irrelevant to the followers of 
Christ in the Law of Moses (see 
Acts.15 for details).

finally, let us not try to be more 
‘loyal’ than the holy apostles and 
tryto cling on to what they reject-

ed under the guidance of the holy 
Spirit. Study each verse of the 
Bible in the context in which it is 
written and checking whether it 
is in consonance with the main 
theme andplan of the Bible. Also 
remember that Jesus Christ is our 
Role Model, and theone who set 
an altogether higher standard 
of morality through his life and 

teachings, thatwas not 
known in the old tes-
tament times earlier.
So, let us use the god 
given gift of discern-
ment and evaluate each 
text of the 66 books of 
the Bible in the light of 
what the holy Spirit 
reveals to us.

Learn the Bible in 
its context, bearing in 

mind all the time that there are 
portions rendered inapplicable to 
the new israel that is the church, 
because of the new covenant 
established through the death, 
resurrection and ascension of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. this is 
irrespective of the fact that these 
portions remain as part of the 
scripture and are available for us 
as background material for our 
studies and understanding.

K. P. Luke Vydhian  
retired as General Manager, 

Telecom, Karnataka, and 
lives in Bangalore.

remember that Jesus 
Christ is our role 

Model, and the One 
who set an altogether 

higher standard of 
morality through His 

life and teachings, that 
was not known in the 
Old Testament times 

earlier.
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JESUS MODEL IN SUNDAY 
SCHOOL

Jesus spent quality time talking and praying with children.

My mummy wanted 
to kill me,” said 10 
year old tina (name 

changed). tears rolled down her 
cheeks as she narrated how her 
mother wanted to abort her when 
she was in her mother’s womb. 
this harsh truth was revealed to 
tina when she was seven by one 
of her family members. it was 
at the behest of her father that 
her mother dropped the idea of 
aborting tina. But soon Daddy 
died of illness and tina felt all 
alone in this big world. No one 
to love her and her 12 year old 
brother would constantly remind 
her that she was unwanted. 
When tina was narrating her 
story to us in one of the outreach 
programmes, there was a deep 
sense of rejection in her life and 
she had developed an outward 
hate behaviour. She was very 
abusive, especially towards her 
elder brother. 

As we ministered to her, leading 
her to forgive her mother for not 
wanting her in the world, we also 
gave her a choice of unconditional 
love we have in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who accepts us with open arms, no 
matter if the whole world is against 

RODNEY DEVDAS us. tina gladly accepted our offer 
and after we finished praying there 
was a cute smile on her face and 
an assurance in her heart of being 
loved by our great god.

Sadly, the Sunday school 
teacher was clueless about what 
was happening in the life of tina. 
it is becoming very common in 
Sunday schools today to just 
finish the syllabus and ignore the 
emotional and spiritual needs 
of children. Slowly, our Sunday 
schools are becoming very much 
like the schools of the world. 
there is too much of information 
and less of application.

in Matthew 19, we read that 
Jesus set aside his very important 
discussion with city leaders and 
spent quality time talking and 
praying with children. it is never 
too late to follow Jesus’ example.

“But the crowds learned about 
Jesus and followed Him. He welcomed 
them and spoke to them about 
kingdom of God and healed those 
who needed healing” (Lk.9:11).

Rodney Devdas 
is part of Children’s Bible 

Ministries, based in Mumbai
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PANDITA RAMABAI
A tribute to one who led many women to be liberated.

globally, March 8, 2019 
was celebrated as 
‘international Women’s 

Day.’ At the 130-year old Pandita 
Ramabai Mukti Mission in 
Kedgaon in Maharashtra, the 
celebration was very special for 
hundreds of its women inmates. 
they gathered in an open stadium 
and told their own story through 
many skits, songs and dances. 
Ruchi, the anchor of the fun-filled 
evening programme, herself was 
brought to Mukti as a little kid. 
But today, she has finished her 
studies in information technology 
and serves at Mukti, after having 
been in the corporate world for 
some years.

however, traditionally how 
has india treated her girls and 
women? the story of Ramabai 
the founder of Mukti itself is 
revealing. Ramabai was the 
daughter of a high caste Brahmin 
from Mangalore. As a boy, he was 
very religious and studied hindu 
scriptures for four years. Later, 
he became a wandering religious 
teacher.

it happened that on one of his 
journeys, he met a fellow pilgrim 
travelling with his little nine-year 
old daughter named Laxmibai. 

BABU K. VERGHESE Anant took her as his wife, child 
marriage being common those 
days. the family welcomed 
them, but soon a ‘dreadful’ thing 
happened.

Learning Prohibited

the villagers found out that 
Anant was trying to teach his 
beautiful young wife to ‘read’, 
and that too read the ‘sacred 
language of Sanskrit’. “girls 
are to learn to cook and raise 
children,” screamed the mother-
in-law. “Next thing they’ll try to 
teach chickens to read,” Anant’s 
relatives argued. the village 
priest came and cursed him. And 
worse still, Laxmibai was bullied 
and ill-treated.

At last, things got so bad that 
they had to flee their home. The 
first night they lay down to sleep 
in a jungle, close to a fire they 
had built to frighten wandering 
animals away. Poor Laxmibai lay 
beside her husband and hardly 
dared to close her eyes. After a 
few weeks they found a place in 
the forest and built a grass hut. 
Anant’s reputation as a Sanskrit 
scholar of hindu scriptures 
spread throughout the region and 
scholars came with gifts to listen 
to him. Meanwhile, Laxmibai 
excelled in her Sanskrit studies.
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Everything Lost

over the years, they had six 
children, but to their great grief 
three died. of the three who 
survived, Ramabai was the 
youngest, born on April 23, 1858. 
they were all born in the forest. 
Anant and Laxmibai were not 
smart in business. having no 
means to survive in the jungle, the 
family had to leave their jungle 
paradise. Anant read to people 
puranas (religious texts) in the 
temples and fairs. year after year, 
the family wandered about as 
pilgrims.

Soon Anand and Laxmibai fell 
ill and could not travel or teach 
any longer. things took a turn 
for the worse that Anant felt he 
was dying. he called his family 
and bid farewell. Ramabai was 
his favourite and he told her: “My 
child, i am leaving you. follow 
only that which is true. Always go 
on the path of god. Always make 
it your aim to serve god. i have 
given you into god’s keeping. he 
will guard you. he alone is your 
Lord and you must always serve 
him.” A few days later, Anant 
died. two months later Laxmibai 
also died. only Ramabai and her 
brother Sreenivas remained. 
“What are we going to do now?” 
brother and sister asked each 
other as they sat, miserable and 
alone on the roadside after their 
mother’s burial.

Wandering Pilgrims 

in Ramabai’s own words: “We 
were not fit to do any other 
work to earn our livelihood, 
as we had grown up in perfect 
ignorance of anything outside the 
sacred literature of the hindus. 
therefore, we wandered from 
place to place, visiting temples, 
bathing in many rivers, fasting 
and performing many penances, 
worshipping gods, trees, animals, 
Brahmins. We had walked more 
than four thousand miles on foot, 
sometimes going without food. 
We wandered from the south 
to the north as far as Kashmir, 
and then to the east and west 
to Calcutta in 1878. We stayed 
in Calcutta for about a year and 
became acquainted with the 
learned Brahmins.” 

Ramabai’s father was known 
as puranika who reads puranas 
to others. the reading of puranas 
served a double purpose, accord-
ing to Ramabai. “The first and 
foremost was that of getting rid 
of sin and of earning merit in or-
der to obtain moksha. the other 
purpose was to earn an honest 
living without begging.”

Incarnation As Animals?

from age 8 to 15, Laxmibai 
taught Ramabai Sanskrit. “All 
that we did learn was Sanskrit 
grammar and dictionaries with 
the puranic poetical literature. 
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Moreover, my parents did not like 
us children to come in contact 
with the outside world. Secular 
education of any kind was 
looked upon as leading people 
to worldliness which would 
prevent them from getting into 
the way of moksha, or liberation 
from everlasting trouble of 
reincarnation in millions of 
animal species, and undergoing 
the pains of suffering countless 
diseases and deaths. to learn the 
english language and to come 
in contact with the ‘abominable 
people’ as the non-hindus are 
called, was forbidden.

“While reading the dharma shas-
tras, i came to know that there 
were contradictory statements 
about almost everything. What 
one book said was most righteous, 
the other book declared as un-
righteous. While reading the Ma-
habharata, i found the following: 
“the vedas differ from each other; 
smrities, the books of sacred laws, 
do not agree with one another; the 
secret of religion is in some hidden 
place. the only way is that which 
is followed by great men.”

Women: Worse Than Demons

Ramabai was confused. But 
she found that there were two 
things on which all these books 
agreed: women of high and low 
caste, as a class, were bad, worse 
than demons, and they could not 
get moksha as men. the only hope 

of their getting this much-desired 
liberation from karma was the 
worship of their husbands. the 
husband is said to be the woman’s 
god. this god may be the worst 
criminal, still she must worship 
him.

one day Ramabai and her 
brother were invited by Keshab 
Chandra Sen to his house in Cal-
cutta. he gave her a copy of one 
of the vedas. he asked if she had 
studied them. She answered that 
women were not fit to read them 
and they were not allowed to do 
so. Chandra Sen simply smiled 
and advised her to study vedas 
and upanishads. While in Calcut-
ta as Ramabai read more books 
and mingled with other people, 
her eyes were being gradually 
opened. She became more dissat-
isfied with herself.

Meanwhile, her brother died. 
having lost all faith in the religion 
of her ancestors, she married a 
Bengali gentleman of the shudra 
caste. But her husband died 
of cholera within two years of 
their marriage, and she was left 
alone with one baby in her arms. 
Ramabai stayed in Bengal and As-
sam for four years and studied the 
Bengali language. She got a copy 
of the gospel of Luke in Bengali. 
Also one Baptist missionary Mr 
Allen shared about Christ to her. 
however, her husband told the 
preacher not to visit them again.
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After her husband’s death 
Ramabai moved to Poona. A few 
Bible teachers used to visit and teach 
her the Bible. As she continued to 
study the Bible she was attracted to 
it and was baptised. For five years 
after her baptism, she studied the 
different doctrines of Christian 
denominations in england and 
America, and was intrigued by 
the ‘Babel of religions in Christian 
countries’.

Encounter With Christ

“i gave up the study of other 
books about the Bible after my 
return from America and took 
to reading the Bible regularly. 
After about two years, i became 
very unhappy in my mind. i was 
dissatisfied with my spiritual 
condition. one day i went to the 
Bombay guardian Mission Press 
and there i picked up a book called 
From Death Unto Life written by 
an evangelist named haslam.

i read his experiences in this 
book. he was a clergyman of 
the Church of england. one day 
while conversing with a member 
of his church, she told him that 
he was trying to build from 
the top. the lady meant to say 
he was not converted and had 
not experienced regeneration 
and salvation in Christ. i read 
his account of conversion and 
work for Christ. then i began 
to consider where I stood… I 

thought that repentance of sin 
and the determination to give it 
up was what was necessary for 
forgiveness of sin.

But i had failed to understand 
that ‘we are of god in Christ Je-
sus, who of god is made unto 
us wisdom, and righteousness, 
and sanctification, and redemp-
tion’ (1Cor.1:30). What was to 
be done? My thoughts could not 
and did not help me. i had at last 
come to an end of myself and un-
conditionally surrendered myself 
to the Saviour and asked him to 
be merciful to me, and to become 
my righteousness and redemp-
tion, and to take away all my sin.”

Ramabai said that only those 
who were convicted of sin and 
saw themselves as god saw them 
could understand and what one 
would feel when a great and 
unbearable burden was rolled 
away from one’s heart.

Ramabai became a social 
reformer. her travels throughout 
the country made her aware of the 
terrible plight of women in india. 
Ramabai became an advocate for 
the rights and welfare of women 
in india. her work towards their 
liberation through the Mukti 
Mission is well known.

Babu K. Verghese 
is an author and 

inspirational speaker.
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CHrIsT THe ArTIsT
PETER S. C. POTHAN

O divine Artist, You paint the skies 
  With mighty strokes of Your great brush 
 White clouds that sweep across the blue 

Or blazing red of twilight hush.

With hollyhocks that line the road  
  Each coloured face towards the sun, 

     Let me also receive Your grace 
My life the poem You’ve begun.

Each squirrel, bird or little flower 
   Has its role within Your plan, 

      Help me to do the works You have 
For me within this short lifespan.

May every meter, syllable or verse 
  Reflect the touch of Your own hand 
That writes its mark upon my heart 

As waves that sweep upon the sand.

O Poet great, O Lord divine,  
 O Christ who knowest all I need, 
I pray that You within me create 
A poem sweet that all can read.
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KINGDOM SCHOOL

             Do YOU feel called to REACH THE UNREACHED? 

      ie the remaining people groups in North India / Muslim nations 

Jesus said, The harvest is plentiful but the labourers are few.. send forth 

laborers (Luke 10:2) to be His witnesses .. even to the uttermost parts of 

the world (Acts 1:8) 

KINGDOM SCHOOL 

We TRAIN, EQUIP & SEND   

We train and equip young mission minded men with a call and passion to 
reach the lost and help them find and fulfil their call  

Come and be equipped as soldiers in the army of God’s Kingdom! 

Join the  practical 40 days’ INTENSIVE CROSS-CULTURAL MISSIONS 

TRAINING in New Delhi to be equipped as cross-cultural missionaries and 

pioneer church planters to reach the unreached places, people groups in India / 

West Asia (7 churches in the Book of Revelation) / Muslim nations 

TOPICS  - Making disciples, Multiplication of disciples, Different methods of 

Outreach / Evangelism / Church Planting with practical exposure, How to reach 

out to Muslims, How to be led by the Spirit, How to Fulfil God’s purpose and 

call in your life, Partnerships in Ministry and working with other ministries, 

Fund-raising to support your ministry, How to trust in God and much more 

The training is exclusively in ENGLISH and taught by well experienced 

International and Indian teachers with rich practical experience in missions  

The candidates should  

• be between 22-35 years and be able to communicate well in English  

• have good Bible knowledge OR Bible College qualification  
• have a passion to reach the lost with some experience in ministry  
• be willing to adopt a new culture and learn a new language if needed 
• be in good sound health for long-term ministry  
We select the candidates from churches, ministries, Bible Colleges all over 

India. Regular outreach will be done by the students during the training. 

After the training we choose some candidates to go to the unreached places / 

people groups in North India and some to go to West Asia with guidance  

Next batch of Kingdom School training will be in NEW DELHI 

 Dates: Oct 20-Nov 30. SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE  

Contact us soon for more details and the APPLICATION FORM  

                                              Email: ksd4nations@gmail.com 

Dr John Thomas 09654987351   John Palle  08586944124  Rohit Masih 08375820128
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Clues Across:

1. “Who can stand His ________? Who can 
endure His fierce anger?” (______ ch    v     )

6. “I will destroy your witchcraft and you will no 
longer _______ spells” (______ch     v     )

7. “The sun will set for the prophets, and the day 
will go ______ for them” (_______ch    v    )

8. “You will again have compassion on us; you 
will tread our sins underfoot and hurl all our 
iniquities into the depths of the ________.” 
(_______ch    v      )

9. “Yet she was taken captive and went into 
exile. Her infants were dashed to pieces at the 
_____ of every street.” (________ch     v     )

10. “All men lie in wait to shed blood; each hunts 
his brother with a ______.”(______ch   v     )

11. ”If a liar and a deceiver comes and says, ‘I will 
prophecy for you plenty of wine and ______”, 
he would be just the prophet for this people!.” 
(______ch     v        )

12. “But as for ______, I am filled with power, 
with the spirit of the Lord, and with justice and 

CROSSWORD 64
  Micah and Nahum

New International Version(IBS) or Zondervan

Send in your answers with Bible references by e-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, 
to reach Light of Life, Post Box 4576, 21-yMCA Road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400008, not 
later than August 5, 2019. Please indicate your name, address and Light of Life Subscription 
Number while sending the answers. 

might, to declare to Jacob his transgression, 
to Israel his sin” (______ch      v      )

15. “All your fortress are like fig trees with their first 
ripe fruit; when they are shaken, the figs fall into 
the mouths of the _____.”(___ch      v  )

18. “You will devote their ill gotten ______ to the 
Lord,   their wealth to the Lord of all the earth.” 
(______ch       v      )

19. “Her rich men are violent;  her people are 
liars and their tongues speak______.”  
(______ch      v        )  

Clues Down:  

1. “For her wound is ______; it has come to 
Judah. It has reached the very gate of my 
people, even to Jerusalem itself ” (______ 
ch     v     )

2. ”Can I acquit a man with ______ scales, with 
a bag of false weights?” (______ch    v      )

3. “All who see you will flee from you and say, 
‘______ is in ruins – who will mourn for her?’ 
Where can I find anyone to comfort you?” 
(______ch   v     )

1 2 3 4 5

6 7

8

9

10

11 12

13 14

15 16 17 18

19
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4. “I will destroy your carved _____ and your 
sacred stone from among you.”( _____ch   v)

5. “I will show the nations your ______ and the 
kingdoms your shame.”( ______ch    v     )

13. “There is no cluster of grapes to eat, none of 
the early ______ that I crave.” (Word jumbled)  
(______ ch     v        )     

14. “Jerusalem will become a heap of rubble, 
the temple ______ a mound overgrown with 

Clues Across:
1. deliverance (Obadiah 1:17)    
7. Small (Obadiah 1:2)    
8. Why (Jonah 4:2 )    
9. lips (Joel 1:5)    
10. Eye (Joel 1:16)    
11. Pit (Jonah 2:6)   
12. Up (Joel 1:12)
13. no (Joel 3:15)  
14. At (Joel 2:6)     
17. Fierce (Jonah 3:9)   
18. Idols (Jonah 2:8)
20. all (Jonah 2:3)   
21. Night (Joel 1:13)   
22. Eagle (Obadiah 1:4).

Answers to Crossword 62 (Joel, Obadiah, Jonah)
Clues Down:

1. destruction (Joel 1:15)   
2. Leave (Joel 2:14)  
3. Valley (Joel 3:2) 
4. responsible (Jonah 1:7)  
5. New (Joel 2:19)  
6. Egypt (Joel 3:19)  
14. Along (Joel 2:9)    
15. Bring (Joel 2:16)   
16. Seize (Obadiah1:13) 
19. Sat (Jonah 4:5).
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thickets.” (______ ch      v    )

16. “The river gates ______ thrown open and the 
palace collapses.” (______ ch    v     )

17. “My ______ will see her downfall; even now 
she will be trampled underfoot like mire in the 
streets” (word used in singular) ( ______ ch     
v       ) 
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CYRIL GEORGESON

WOrD AND 
THe WOrLD

W
Or

D AND THe WOrLD

2070 – ETERNAL LIFE  
FOR ALL?

if you’re under 40 reading 
this article, you’re probably 
not going to die unless you 

get a nasty disease,” according 
to Dr. ian Pearson, a futurologist. 
he believes humans are close 
to achieving immortality. Since 
ancient times, humans have been 
tormented by their mortality. And 
there have been innumerable 
attempts to try to beat death, ‘the 
last enemy’.

the Chinese, centuries before 
the advent of Christ, attempted 
to develop the elixir of life for 
immortality. the indian tradition 
has amrit which is considered 
the ‘nectar of the gods’. this 
supposedly was churned from 
the oceans by demons and gods. 
Amrit, also referred to as soma, 
is traditionally said to have been 
consumed by gods. Nevertheless, 
the source or the knowledge of 
how to prepare it has been lost!

then, of course, there is the 
Philosopher’s Stone. the number 
of myths surrounding it are 
many and legendary. this stone 
supposedly had the ability to 

convert an ordinary metal like lead 
into gold. the mere possession of 
the stone was supposed to grant 
immortality.

But the lack of success with 
any of the ancient attempts for 
immortality has not deterred 
modern humans from giving up. 
We are now turning to technology 
to help us attain eternal life.

Immortality Studies

One of the attempts to find 
‘immortality’ is by working at the 
gene level. there is speculation 
that there is the ‘immortality 
gene’ and once it is discovered, 
it can be implanted. And, bingo! 
the person with this gene can 
live forever.

if the search for the immortality 
gene seems distant, there is 
technology that is presently 
available that can be tweaked 
to ensure longevity. that is – 
cloning, which is now included 
as a part of immortality studies. 
these studies are assumed to be 
in advanced stages. the whole 
concept is about creating clones 
where the organs and body 
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parts are harvested to ensure a 
long life (or immortality) for the 
‘original’. Nevertheless, this is not 
just about technology but also 
about a serious techno-moral 
challenge. Never let me go, a 
book by Kazuo ishiguro, captures 
some of the implications of using 
advances in science to meet 
our selfish desires. The story is 
centred around three teenagers 
who are cloned for the purpose 
of harvesting their organs. the 
book captures the desires, loves, 
fears, helplessness and even 
resignation of those who have 
been cloned only for utilitarian 
purposes. ishiguro marvellously 
portrays the perspectives of these 
teenagers who are without any 
hope or future as they wait for 
their inevitable early end as they 
donate organs and body parts 
– to fulfil the purpose of their 
existence. The selfishness and the 
ruthlessness of ‘original’ humans 
are appalling.

yes, some technologies attempt 
to get around this moral issue. 
Many scientists around the world 
are working on creating human 
organs using 3D printers loaded 
with living cells, which could one 
day make human organ donors 
redundant. Dr. ian Pearson 
reveals that one way to extend life 
would be to use biotechnologies 
and medicine to “keep renewing 
the body, and rejuvenating it.” 
“No one wants to live forever 
at 95 years old, but if you could 

rejuvenate the body to 29 or 30, 
you might want to do that.” this 
could be done in several ways, 
including genetic engineering 
that prevents (or reverses) the 
ageing of cells. Alternatively, you 
could replace vital body organs 
with new parts.

then there is cryogenics: trying 
to preserve organism by putting 
them to cryogenic sleep till the 
cure to the disease that is likely 
to kill them is found. this could 
also probably be connected with 
cellular repairs using nanorobots 
that could not just repair damaged 
cells but also replace redundant or 
dying cells with brand new cells.

The Cloud Persona

Well, what about using 
the advances in computing 
technology? yes, we could also 
use computing and cloud storage 
technology that is not just 
available, but is widely adopted 
across the world. this requires 
the ability to load an entire human 
mind onto a storage disk. thus, 
though the physical person would 
eventually die, his mind would 
live on in the cloud! interestingly, 
she would even be able to attend 
her own funeral. how? By using a 
robot or android. there would be 
androids, which could be leased, 
all across the world. Any mind can 
be downloaded onto one of these 
androids, which can give physical 
access to places and experiences.

Also, these androids would 
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be so human-like, that it would 
be hard to tell the difference 
between a real human in flesh-
and-blood and an android. these 
androids apart from being able 
to communicate (in multiple 
languages), would also be able to 
smell, see, feel and even possibly 
taste. So, the experience for 
the android would be (almost) 
human.

So, if a person wants to visit 
the taj Mahal at Agra, the mind 
would be downloaded from the 
cloud onto an android in Agra to 
facilitate this visit. if the person 
subsequently wants to go for a 
show at Broadway in New york, 
the mind would be returned to 
the cloud from the Agra android 
and then downloaded onto one in 
New york. Russia-2045 is a project 
that is working on making this 
possible in the next few decades. 
of course, you would notice that 
the basic assumption here is that 
just the mind is the person. this, 
of course, is highly reductionist 
and does not take into account 
the entire human experience.

Now, When?

this then is the tricky question: 
by when will all this be possible, 
according to the scientists 
working on it? it is expected to be 
available for the rich in the next 
two or three decades – the initial 
costs will be very high. But in the 
next seven decades the cost will 
come down and those on lower 

levels of income should also be 
able to benefit from it.

these are surely human 
attempts to go around the moral 
fabric of the universe and the 
judgment that we all have to face. 
the Bible promises eternal life 
through knowing god rather than 
through using technology. “you 
gave Him authority over all flesh, 
that to all whom you have given 
him, he may give eternal life. this 
is eternal life, that they may know 
you, the only true god, and Jesus 
Christ whom you have sent.”

god has also promised ‘in 
Christ’ a better body – far better 
than any android or robot. in 1 
Corinthians, Paul tells us more 
about the disciples’ resurrected 
body. “how are the dead raised? 
And with what kind of body 
do they come? … It is sown a 
perishable body, it is raised an 
imperishable body; it is sown in 
dishonour, it is raised in glory; it 
is sown in weakness, it is raised 
in power; it is sown a natural 
body, it is raised a spiritual 
body. if there is a natural body, 
there is also a spiritual body.” No 
cryogenics, cloning or cellular 
repair required – god, as usual, 
does all things perfectly well! 

Cyril Georgeson  
lives in Mumbai and is 

an apologist, teacher 
and writer.
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Sam Higginbottom University of Agriculture, Technology & Sciences

(U.P. State Act State Act No. 35 of 2016, as passed  
by the Uttar Pradesh Legislature)

Department for Advanced Theological Studies
invites Application for

Ph.D. in Christian Studies
ShuAtS is now accepting through its Department for Advanced theological 
Studies (DAtS) applications for Ph.D. programme in Christian Studies (Six 
Semester). 

This programme is offered in a compressed semester format and will allow 
qualified candidates to pursue research while maintaining tenure in their 
respective institutions. 

Eligibility Criteria: 

University Master’s level qualification in any discipline. 

oR

Candidates having a Bachelor degree in any discipline from a recognized 
university with a theological degree from a reputed seminary can be 
enrolled in the third semester (Second Year) of MA Christian Studies offered 
by faculty of theology ShuAtS before entering to PhD programme.

Cost of the Programme: 

M.A. Christian Studies – Rs. 8500/- per semester
Ph.D. Christian Studies -Rs. 36,000/- per semester

Last date of the submission of the form is 31st July, 2019. 

interview, entrance exam & orientation will be held in the last week of 
August at faculty of theology, ShuAtS, Allahabad.

the application forms can be downloaded from the ShuAtS  
website http://shuats.edu.in/forms/phd_christian_studies.pdf

for further information you may contact:

Head 
Department for Advanced Theological Studies, Faculty of Theology 

SHUATS, - Naini, Allahabad-211007, U.P.,  
India. Contact: 0532-2684507, 9621317282  

Email ID: 
samuelrichmond@rediffmail.com datschristianstudies@gmail.com
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“this is eternal life that they 
may know you the only true god 
and Jesus Christ whom you have 
sent” (Jn.17:3).

Listening to a debate on the 
internet, i was struck by what an 
atheist and physicist Lawrence 
Krauss said, “We don’t need 
eternal life.” he said, “eternal life 
is like the cancer cells that keeps 
multiplying endlessly, we need 
death.”

i thought about it and the more 
i thought about it the more i 
realised how cancer cells behave 
in their life and purpose, and 
how different they are from the 
eternal life that Christ promised. 
it’s not about death at all because 
finally everything dies. It’s about 
how our lives are lived. All cells 
die, even cancer cells; in fact, 
some cancer cells die faster than 
normal cells. that is not where the 
difference lies. It’s what they live 
and die for. the cancer cells live, 
multiply in an unsustainable way, 
consume resources meant for the 
whole body – all for themselves. it 
is the epitome of selfishness. The 

NOTes ALONG 
THe JOUrNeY

ETERNAL LIFE AND THE 
CANCER CELL

OBY CHERIAN cancer cells live so that others 
will die. Normal cells, like those 
in the healthy intestine and skin 
die by the thousands daily so that 
others may live.

how mistaken Krauss was in 
comparing the selfishness of 
cancer to eternal life that Christ 
promises us!

if this atheist says we need 
death, then what about all the 
research that his colleagues do 
to prolong human life? the truth 
is that man’s endeavour to live 
forever always ends up in injustice 
and selfishness. However, God’s 
way is different. It releases us 
from the anxiety and fear of our 
own loss and mortality to live 
with an abandon that only comes 
from knowing god. in our fallen 
world, we see that something 
has to die so that something 
else can live. one species must 
die so that another can survive. 
Death seems to be inevitable and 
perhaps even necessary. But that 
was not how it was meant to be. 
only our Lord and the knowledge 
of him can save us from the 
cancer of selfishness that has 
filled the history of mankind with 
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Situated about 12 KMs from Railway Station, a Christian Retreat Centre, Off SIRUVANI 
RoAD, near Madampatti crossing and is an integral part of the on-going Lima 
Family Ministries.

Facilities available for Churches, Family Retreats,  
Functions, Camps,  Christian Marriages, Training ministry, 

Prayer Seminars.

It is a multi-floor facility of about 25,000 sq.ft which has:
•	 Multi-purpose Hall: Aesthetic SEMINAR HALL to seat 100-120 people;

•	 Training Rooms: One small seminar Hall (20ft x30ft) and a A/C Hall for 
20 people; 5 rooms for group discussions/trainings;

•	 Night Stay: 15 Family Rooms, 4 Dorms, with toilets to accommodate 110-
120;

•	 Kitchen/Dining: Hygienic Kitchen to provide Veg/Non-Veg, south-Indian 
and North Indian meals; Dining Hall to accommodate 150 people;

•	 Other Facilities: Prayer Room, Counselling Room, Play Ground, parking 
etc……

Also, Looking for Mission Partners for long-term networking for Mission 
Training.

LOOKING FOR A CAMP/RETREAT CENTRE IN

COIMBATORE ??

WELCOME TO Lima Campus !!!

Lima Campus
LIMA FAMILY MINISTRIES TRUST 

6/2A, Madampatti, Perur P.o, Siruvani Road, Coimbatore-641010 t.N iNDiA 
Mob: (0)7094994155, 9655036435, Email:limacampuscovai@gmail.com 

Website: https://limacampus.business.site
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more death and misery than any 
ordinary cancer is ever capable of 
inflicting.

god turned the curse of death 
into an instrument of life. So, in 
one sense, Krauss is right, we need 
death – the death on the cross, 
that brought life, the death of our 
selfish nature, so our spirits may 
live. the atheist knows nothing 
about this. So he struggles 
along trying to work some little 
meaning and unselfishness into 
his short life, proud to believe 
that he came from nothing and is 
headed towards nothing.

We are no different. It’s only 
god’s grace and favour that has 
allowed us to go beyond our 
intellect and believe otherwise. 
We need to state our case and 
then pray for people like Krauss, 
that our Lord would open their 
eyes to see that there is Someone 
who is not like cancer, but like 

love – the greatest love the 
world has ever known, a love 
that will help us believe in spite 
of the cruelty, suffering and the 
apparent purposelessness and 
futility of our existence, a faith 
that overcomes the world, a faith 
to see that unlike the cancer 
cell that struggles ceaselessly 
for perpetual existence through 
independent self-determination, 
we can let go and commit our 
future to the one who has 
determined great things for us.

“eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither have entered into 
the heart of man, the things which 
god hath prepared for them that 
love him” (1Cor.2:9).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a consultant urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.

LIGHT OF LIFE 67 MARCH  2016

NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.

Light of Life
SAMPLE COPIES FOR NEW SUBSCRIBERS

We will be happy to send samples copies of the  
Light of Life magazine to people you think are potential subscribers. 

Send their names and addresses to:

Light of Life 
Post Box 4576, 21 YMCA Road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400 008. 

Email: lightoflife2777@gmail.com; lightoflife1@rediffmail.com
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@ Chennai 9 – 11 July, 2019
Topics
• Governance
• Human Resources Management         
• Strategic Management
• Income Tax
• FCRA
• Property Management
• POCSO Act
• School Administration and Labour Laws
• Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection) Act 2015
• Indian Constitution and Religious Freedom
• GST

Resource Persons

 B D Das  
(Advocate - Supreme 

Court)

Kandasami 
(Chartered Accountant)

Anand Joshua 
(executive Director – 

CiM)

 Raja Christopher 
(Director – oD – CiM)

Registration Fee:  
`4000

Venue: Vestin Park hotel 39, Monteith 
Road, egmore  

Chennai – 600 008
 

@ Mumbai 6 – 8 August, 2019

Topics
• Governance
• Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection) Act, 2015
• Protection of Children against Sexual Offences Act, 2012 

(PoCSo)
• Indian Constitution and Religious Freedom
• Income Tax 
• School Administration and Labour Law
• FCRA
• Strategic Management
• Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act
• Goods and Services Tax (GST

Resource Persons

 B D Das 
(Advocate – Supreme 

Court)
Anand Joshua 

(executive Director - 
CiM)

Jacob Varghese 
(Director – training 

CiM)
T Shankar Suresh 

(Assistant Director – 
training CiM)

registration Fee:  `4000

Venue: Sarvodaya – Centre for Capacity 
Building St.Paius X College Complex, 

Virvani Road, gate No.3, goregaon (e), 
Mumbai – 400 063

Local Coordinator 
Vivian Fernandes 

98204 96113 
022-28300863

MANAGEMENT SEMINAR for
Charitable and Religious 

Organisations

Register online 
https://www.cimindia.in/product-category/event

Fee covers cost of Seminar Materials, Lunch and Tea
Registration fee of `1000 to be paid in advance for each seminar. 
Balance to be paid at the venue.
Please send the Registration fee by demand draft or at par cheque 
favouring
“CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT”,  
payable at Chennai.
(Net transfer facility available on request)

Director – training, CiM 
No. 1405, 4th Street,  

golden Colony,  
Anna Nagar West extn.,  

Chennai 600050 
044-26251530-33 | 

9445922745|  
training@cimindia.in
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Don’t Waste Their Mistakes... Learn From Them

CHOICES DETERMINE YOUR DESTINY

CHArACTer 
sTUDY

 VIJAY THANGIAH

CHArACTer:  
Xerxes

MeANING:  
‘hero among rulers’

PrONUNCIATION: 
ZerK-seez

BIBLe PAssAGe:  
esther 1

BACKGrOUND

King Xerxes of Persia was the world’s most powerful monarch who 
ruled the Persian empire around 486 B.C. He was the son of the former 
Persian king Darius I.  He is traditionally considered to be the Persian 

King Ahasuerus referred to in the Biblical story of Esther.

MAIN LessONs 
1.  Xerxes was a person who wanted to flaunt his power. History 
records that King Xerxes developed a passionate hunger to conquer 
Greece. In Esther chapter 1, Xerxes hosted a six-month-long banquet 
to flaunt his power and possessions, to glorify himself and his 

majesty. His aim was to garner support for his scheme.

The Bible very clearly tells us that ‘God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the 
humble.’

2. The demand for the unconditional submission of a woman to her husband’s 
‘authority’ is of pagan origin. To conclude the six-month long conference, Xerxes 
planned seven special days of celebration and feasting (Esth.1:5). When he was 
a little tipsy from his wine, he called for his beautiful queen, Vashti, so that he 
could show her off before his friends (Esth.1:11). She refused to be made a public 
spectacle. This enraged Xerxes. 

Some would suggest that Vashti did wrong by not obeying her husband. But 
when the Bible speaks about wives being submissive to their husband, it is not an 
unconditional law. The command for the husband is in the context of the command 
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for the husband to love his wife as Christ loved the church. Xerxes obviously did not 
show such love.

3. What wrong did Xerxes do? First, he asked Vashti to appear before the men 
when they were all drunk. Plutarch (a Jewish commentator) and others believe that 
the custom of the Persian Kings was for only ‘harlots and concubines’ to be seen at 
feasts, so this refusal of Vashti was based on personal integrity and morality.

Secondly, he listened to the wrong and rash advice of his wise men whose concern 
was more for themselves than for the queen.

4. The wrong choices of Xerxes determined his destiny. When Xerxes attacked 
Greece, despite all odds being on his side, he was badly beaten and returned to Susa 
in shame and depression. Because of his wrong choice in listening to his wise men, 
he had no support from his wife when he needed it the most, as he had divorced her 
by then. This led to the choice for a replacement for Vashti.

DIsCUssION QUesTIONs
1. Xerxes had money and power, but no real relationships. Discuss.
2. Should wives obey their husbands at all times?
3. Should Xerxes have listened to his wise men and punished Vashti? 

What could he have done alternatively?

APPLICATION QUesTIONs
1. Who do you take counsel from in making the important decisions of 

life?
2. What should be the type of relationship that the husband and wife 

should have when it comes to submission? 

3. What are some of the important ingredients of making right choices in life?

MeMOrY Verse
“The Lord resists the proud; but he gives grace to the humble” 
(Prov.3:34).

PrAYer 
Lord, help me to take wise and correct counsel from the right people 
and let my first counsel be from what You have to say in Your word. 
Amen.

Vijay Thangiah 
 is a Bible teacher and the former 

National Executive Director of 
India Youth For Christ.
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After two days of just lying 
there in pain, some workers 
found her and put her on a 
makeshift cot and loaded her 
into their jeep and drove 150 
miles over deep rutted roads 
to find a doctor who could 
set the broken bones. But the 
very bumpy ride damaged 
her bones so badly that her 
hip never completely healed. 
He says, “I visited my mother 
in her mud-covered hut 
several weeks after all of this 
happened. I watched as she 
took two bamboo crutches 
that she had made herself, 
and moved from one place 
to another with her feet just 
dragging behind because 
she had lost all feeling in 
them.” He says, “At age 75, 
with a broken hip, unable 
to stand on her own two 
legs, I thought that I made a 
pretty intelligent suggestion. 
I suggested that she retire.” 
He says, “She turned around 
and looked at me and said, 
‘What value is that? If we try 
to preserve this body just a 
few more years and it is not 
being used for God, of what 
value is that?’ So she kept on 
working. She kept on riding 
her donkey to villages until 
she was 93 years old... And 
she continued to tell people 
about Jesus Christ until she 
died at age 95.”

5. Caleb experienced what God 
had promised!

 He climbed the mountains 
and he defeated the giants 
– he claimed his possession. 
The name of the place Caleb 
inherited used to be called 
Kirjatharba (city of the four 
giants). Now it was named 
Hebron (seat of association 
or fellowship). Caleb refused 
to quit until he had obtained 
everything the Lord had for 
him! He refused to stop until 
he had obtained that place of 
fellowship with God.

 Where are you in your 
personal walk with the 
Lord? Have you entered into 
your victory, or are you still 
wandering around in the 
wilderness struggling day 
to day? God has a place of 
peace and power for you, but 
you must be willing to claim 
your possession. It isn’t for 
the faint-hearted, but it is for 
the faith-hearted. 

 Half-hearted Christians are 
faint-hearted Christians, and 
they never learn to conquer 
the giants in their lives.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.
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News

Christians Arrested For 
Praying

(CH): over 30 Pentecostal 
Christians were reportedly 
recently arrested in the African 
nation of eritrea. they were 
rounded up and taken into custody 
by security forces. Reportedly, this 
is only one instance of a growing 
trend of persecution against 
nondenominational Christians in 
eritrea.

Since the nation declared its 
independence from ethiopia 
in 1993, only four religions 
are officially recognized by the 
eritrea government: orthodox 
Christianity, Sunni islami, the 
evangelical Lutheran Church and 
the Catholic Church.

Forced Conversions, Marriages

(USA Today): 16-year-old Suneeta 
and her 12-year-old sister were 
walking home in Pakistan when 
they were kidnapped. the men 
who took them forced the girls 
to convert to islam. the men who 
kidnapped the girls told their 
mother to pay the equivalent 
of $365 – an enormous amount 
for the poor farming family – or 
the men would marry off the 
girls. their mother begged and 

borrowed from within the hindu 
community and paid the ransom. 
She got her girls back.

every year, thousands of 
hindu and Christian girls and 
young women are kidnapped in 
Pakistan and forcibly married, 
disappearing from their 
families. And while these forced 
conversions have been going on 
for decades, a recent surge in 
reported cases has brought the 
issue back into the limelight.

Officials Destroy Christian 
School, Hostel

(MSN): Authorities seized 12 
tearful, fatherless children from 
a Christian ministry in odisha 
after local officials demolished 
the ministry’s school and hostel. 
After hindu extremists persuaded 
the district collector to demolish 
the hostel and school serving 
250 students, child protection 
personnel and police seized the 
six orphans and six other children 
whose fathers had been killed 
by Naxalites, said the man who 
founded the school.

the children and the founder’s 
family were living under a tree 
due to the destruction of their 
home along with the hostel 
earlier. the school is the only one 
in a radius of 100 km providing 
english-language education.

the district collector sent 50 
people to demolish the school 
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and hostel, which housed 100 
children, along with the house, 
after a local leader of the RSS 
began to spread misinformation 
about him and the school.

Widow Kicked Out Of 
Apartment

(CH): Due to her advanced 
age and religious activities, an 
elderly widow in California has 
been reportedly forced out of 
her apartment. Eighty-five-year-
old Diana Martin had lived in her 
apartment for almost 14 years. 
earlier this year, the owner and 
city’s vice-mayor told her she was 
being evicted for sharing her faith 
and offering to pray for people. In 
follow up conversations, he also 
added that her age contributed to 
her eviction.

Despite knowing that her rent 
was fully paid and that she had 
nowhere to go, the owner still 
told her to leave.  She has since 
moved out.

Converts, Pastors Threatened 
With Death

(MSN): Police have banned 
evangelistic events in a town 
in western uganda following 
open-air preaching in which 
many Muslims put their faith in 
Christ. Churches in Bwera, on 
uganda’s western border with the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, 
had held a joint evangelistic event 

amid the large Muslim population 
in Bwera. the success of the 
event led not only to the ban but 
to church leaders receiving death 
threats.

uganda’s constitution and 
other laws provide for religious 
freedom, including the right to 
propagate one’s faith and convert 
from one faith to another.

Sudanese Christian Threat-
ened In Egypt

(MSN): Days after Muslim leaders 
in egypt came to his apartment 
to warn him to return to islam, 
a Sudanese Christian in Cairo 
received a death threat by phone. 
Having fled Sudan after authorities 
tortured and threatened to kill 
him if he refused to return to 
islam, Al hadi izzalden Shareef 
osman said he has had to change 
apartments once again in the face 
of fresh threats.

in a country where at least 
2 million Sudanese migrants, 
including thousands of refugees, 
already face racial discrimination 
and resentment from egyptians 
embittered by a cracked economy, 
osman said his life was in danger 
for having become a Christian. 
the 40-year-old osman applied 
for asylum on grounds of religious 
persecution with the office of 
the u.N. high Commissioner for 
Refugees when he arrived in 
egypt, without success.
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Christian Refugees Denied 
Asylum

(CH): A number of Christian 
refugees have been denied asylum 
in Sweden after failing a difficult 
theology-based quiz which is 
administered by immigration 
authorities in order to determine 
the authenticity of their faith. 
tragically, without asylum into 
the western nation, the refugees 
will be left at grave risk of 
persecution upon returning to 
their home countries.

70 percent of the applications 
were rejected because the 
authorities deemed their 
declaration of faith to be phony.

Pastor, Family Left Homeless

(CH): A Muslim mob attacked 
and seized a pastor’s home in 
Pakistan. it is reported that over 
35 men attacked the pastor, his 
wife, and college-aged daughter in 
their home because of his growing 
Christian ministry in the area. the 
pastor who himself had come out 
of a Muslim background, has been 
evangelising and church planting 
in the province of Balochistan.

During the attack, a police 
officer who was patrolling the 
area helped the family escape. 
the mob was able to keep his 
home, however, and the family is 
now homeless.
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Must have software for magazine publishers

ATTENTION MAGAZINE  
PUBLISHERS !!!!!

Manage subscribers easily using subscription_manager. Save time. 
have subscribers count status easily. Know subscribers who going 
to expire in the current month. Send renewal notice easily to those 
subscribers. Storing membership historical details. generating 
dispatch report. AMC cost 10% of product price. our product list:

Product Features Price
Subscription Manager enterprise edition Rs 1,00,000.00

Subscription Lite Light edition software  
Know status of subscribers 

Active, Closed, to berenewed 
Search for records Limit 5000 

subscribers

Rs 30,000.00

Advertisement 
Manager

generate ad contracts 
generate insert order generate 

individual  
monthly invoices Store 

payment details.

Rs 30,000.00

Accounts Manager 
(Need to use 

subscription manager 
or ad manager or both 

to use this product)

Profit and loss  
trial Balance 
Balance sheet

Rs 45,000.00

Email info@magazinecrm.com 
Phone -0091-9987765431                                      www.magazinecrm.com

Subscription 
Manager

Manage subscribers 
Know their count

Renew subscribers 
Store historical details 

generate labels easily.
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The digital version of the magazine is available as a PDF 
document, which is an exact copy of the print version. The 
document will be password protected and placed for download 
on the Light of Life web site at www.lightoflife-india.com/dm/
dm.html at the beginning of each month. 

The password will be intimated to the subscribers each month 
by e-mail. The document will be available on the site for that 
month and will be replaced by the latest issue each month.

Quite a few subscribers have switched over to the digital 
version of the magazine, and we understand that they are happy 
with the clarity and presentation of its contents. Moreover, this 
eliminates the problem of non-delivery of the magazine by the 
postal staff.

We request you to share this information with your relatives 
and friends, the youngsters in particular, and encourage them to 
subscribe for the digital version of the magazine. Thank you.

The current subscription rate is Rs.200 per year. You can 
subscribe by electronic bank transfer to Light of Life savings 
bank account No.003601021256 (IFSC Code ICIC0000036) 
in the Maratha Mandir Branch of ICICI Bank, followed by 
intimating the details by e-mail to

lightoflife1@rediffmail.com or lightoflife2777@gmail.com
Or, you can send the subscription through cheque/DD, drawn 

in favour of Light of Life Magazine, to 21 YMCA Road, 
Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400 008; but it is important that you 
send us your e-mail as well as postal address.

Editorial Board

Digital Magazine
Light of Life
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Light of Life 
Over 60 Years Of Ministry  

Through The Print Media

Contact:  
The Editor, Light of Life 

21, YMCA Road, Mumbai Central. Mumbai 400 008. 
Tel.:+91 22 23076941/23095656;  

Web: www.lightoflife-india.com 
Email: lightoflife2777@gmail.com;  

lightoflife1@rediffmail.com

Join In & Be Involved in this precious ministry

• PRAY for Light of Life’s ministry

• INTRODUCE Light of Life to others

• SUPPORT Light of Life financially through 
Gifts/Donations

Magazines

Books

Tracts


