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but climbs up some other way,

He who does not 

enter by the door
into the fold of the Sheep,

he is a thief  

and a robber
(John10:1).
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YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 

 Inland     Overseas
 ` $ £

1 year 200 25 20
3 years 500 65 50
5 years 750 105 75
10 years 1200 180 120
25 years 4000 500 400

Full page b/w 18 x 11cm 2500
Half page b/w 9 x 11cm 1500
Quarter page b/w 6 x 11cm 900
Matrimonial* 4(max)x 11cm 750
Inside covers – colour 18 x 11cm 5000
Back cover – colour 18 x 11cm  7500

The Legend Of Evangelism

i would like to thank Duke 
Jeyaraj for his article in the Light of 
Life April ’18 issue, “Billy graham: 
An example for ministers of the 
gospel” in which he appropriately 
focused on Dr. Billy graham, a 
legendary man in the history 
of evangelism, mentioning his 
method, style of presentation of 
the gospel message, and the goal 
of bringing souls for Jesus.

Citing this example, mr. Jeyaraj 
encouraged every evangelist, 
preacher and priest of our time 
to follow Dr. Billy graham as an 
exemplary model to be more 
fruitful in the vineyard of the 
kingdom of god.

 A. M. Saren, Howrah, WB.

Thank God

Refer to your editorial on 
‘Apostasy’ (may 2018). thank 
god we are spiritually alive in 
spite of the hi-tech pastors and 
evangelists, and physically alive 
in spite of the renowned doctors 
who are mad after self. 

Kanagaraj, 
Palayamkottai, TN

Pray for 
Light of Life
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Editorial

THE WHEAT AND THE TARES

imagine a church trying to 
appoint a new pastor. going 
through the applications, 

the committee looks for the 
degrees from Bible colleges 
and the claims to skills and 
experience. Applicants are 
then called for an interview 
at which time the committee 
is impressed by the charisma, 
and the good communication 
and social skills. the selected 
candidate is asked to give a trial 
sermon and the congregation is 
thoroughly fascinated with his 
oratorical skills, especially his 
use of wit and anecdotes, and 
the final selection is made. What 
may have happened is a choice 
based on natural abilities and 
charm rather than the spiritual 
qualifications needed for such a 
position (1tim.3:2-7;tit.1:7-9).

or it may be a worship leader 
who has musical skills along 
with certificates from well-
known international training 

programmes, and who is able 
to get everyone excited about 
the performance of the worship 
team. get hold of such a leader, 
and you can guarantee people 
coming to church just to enjoy the 
experience every Sunday for free. 
But what if this leader does not 
cause people to actually worship 
god, but they only admire his 
musical production?

what about recruiting the 
general secretary of a mission 
organisation? of course, he must 
have a degree in theology, but 
what is more important is that 
he has attended management 
programmes and is quite good 
at managing people! he has to be 
politically savvy, managing the 
tensions between the needs of the 
missionaries and the demands of 
the supporting denomination, 
and he must also be capable of 
raising funds and taking statistics 
upwards. But what if his passion is 
not really the great Commission, 
but only personal gains?
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Editorial
multiply these examples into 

all the strata of Christian work 
and we can see why the kingdom 
of God is suffering, even though 
Christian work is increasing in 
every direction. Bibles are made 
available in many languages, 
Bible colleges are multiplying, 
new churches are being set up, 
new para-church organisations 
are being formed to meet 
different needs, and many more 
‘labourers’ are apparently in the 
Lord’s vineyard than ever before, 
including many volunteers giving 
their spare time for the Lord. 
yet, in spite of all the activity – 
Bible studies, fasting and prayer, 
retreats, workshops and seminars 
– the Lord’s work is languishing! 
the church, as the body of Christ, 
is lacking in the life of god in 
that their lives are not getting 
transformed and becoming more 
and more like Christ! As a result, 
the impact of the church as the 
salt and light of the world is, in 
general, very little.

‘natural’ men are populating 
the church. Spiritual men are 
rare. But the fact is, unless people 
are born again, they cannot enter 
the kingdom of god (Jn.3:3,5), 
and ‘flesh and blood’ cannot build 
the kingdom of god. the church, 
in general, is becoming a work of 
man trying to imitate the work 
of god, and there is no power to 
change people’s lives.

what is the general testimony 
of people in the church? “i was 
sick and Jesus healed me.” “i lost 
my job and god gave me one.” “my 
marriage almost failed and god 
restored it.” etc. how often do 
you hear the testimony that says, 
“i was a sinner and Jesus forgave 
me and set me free. i was ‘blind’ 
but now i see; lost but now i am 
found”? Sin is not in the picture 
at all in many so-called Christian 
testimonies, but they are all about 
earthly ‘blessings’ that god has 
given them.

it is, almost, as if they have 
never even heard that Jesus came 
to save sinners! when people 
read the gospels, all they can 
see are the miracles of healing 
and raising of the dead that 
Jesus did. they are told that they 
can expect greater things than 
these and that Jesus is the same 
yesterday, today and forever. So 
they come to the church looking 
only for miraculous solutions to 
their problems. even there, they 
do not hear many times about 
repenting and turning away 
from sin. ‘Sin’ as a subject is 
taboo for many preachers who 
do not desire to hurt or offend 
any of their listeners. the most 
popular messages are about the 
love of god and his unmerited 
favour.
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Jesus did many miracles because 
he had compassion on people. 
his goal was not the miracles 
themselves, but to draw people 
through them to recognise who 
he was and to trust in him with 
their lives. what is happening 
now is that people are fascinated 
by the possibility of miraculous 
resolution of all their problems, 
and they are not even looking 
for salvation! when Jesus did 
miracles for people, he expected 
them to deny themselves, take 
up their cross and ‘follow’ him 
in order to become like him. But 
many people are just happy with 
the miracles and that is as far as 
they want to follow him!

we know that if we elect people 
with criminal records into the 
government, we cannot expect 
them to pay much attention to 
law and order. how can we expect 
people with only natural abilities 
to take care of the growth of the 
spiritual body of Christ? they 
cannot think godly thoughts, 
understand things in a spiritual 
way or make decisions to uphold 
spiritual values (eph.4:18). on 
top of that, since their sinful 
nature has not been dealt with, 
they come out with carnal, 
self-centred and even crooked 
activities to promote their own 
interests instead of the interests 
of the body of Christ or the 
kingdom of god.

what happens, when a man 
or woman becomes a Christian, 
is not just that he or she agrees 
to a set of beliefs, joins a church 
or gets baptised. that is only 
to accept Christianity as one’s 
religion. But when a man is born 
again and becomes a child of 
god and a citizen of the kingdom 
of god, there is something 
supernatural that happens. god 
puts his ‘seed’ into him causing 
him to be born of god (1Jn.3:9), 
puts his Spirit into him, writes 
his laws upon his heart and mind, 
and gives him strength to walk 
in his ways (ezek.36:26,27). he 
becomes a new person and old 
things pass away (2Cor.5:17). his 
way of thinking changes, as do his 
outlook and ambition in life. he 
begins to get a new set of values, 
and as he gets to know god and 
his ways better through the word, 
his understanding and behaviour 
also change. it is in this way that 
he begins also to affect the world 
around him as the salt and light of 
the earth.

now imagine those who 
have not come to Christ in this 
manner, but have managed to get 
to positions in the church and 
Christian organisations because 
of their education or abilities 
(Jn.10:1)! their natural mind 
cannot understand the ways of 
god (1Cor.2:14). they continue 
to think and behave in their old, 
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sinful manner, even though they 
may learn the special jargon 
Christians use in the church. then, 
it is no wonder that god’s church 
and his work do not progress to 
fulfil His plans, but they suffer 
from the same problems that 
secular organisations have. the 
testimony of the church suffers, 
and the glory of god is not seen 
there by the world which is 
watching with a critical eye.

in a sense, we cannot blame 
these people. they do not know 
anything better. the fault is with 
preachers and teachers who 
knew what they ought to do, but 
still chose to hide parts of the 
truth for various reasons, such 
as not offending anyone or for 
increasing the numbers.

It is difficult to always separate 
the tares from the wheat, lest 
we should throw out the wheat 
along with the tares. But what 

we need to do first is to sigh and 
weep over the abominations that 
are going on in the name of Christ 
(ezek.9:4) without fearing those 
who will shout, “Judge not!” then 
those who fear the Lord should 
speak out about such things 
(mal.3:16). the church should 
get back to the preaching of the 
gospel with all its purity and 
power, without fear of man or 
compromise. when people are 
to be appointed in responsible 
positions in the church as well 
as Christian organisations, their 
spiritual standing before the Lord 
is to be considered primarily 
and also the suitability of their 
spiritual gifts for the particular 
tasks before them.
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Dr. Daniel Sathiaraj 
retired from St John’s 

PG College, Hyderabad, 
where he taught Computer 

Science. He lives in 
Hyderabad.

noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 
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EXCELLENCE IN CHARACTER
There are three areas in which we must make  

every effort to excel.

FRANCIS SUNDERARAJ

Being interested in sports, 
i watched some of the 
events of the Summer 

olympics in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil. All the sports people were 
striving for excellence in their 
respective events. 

the word ‘excellence’ is 
a powerful and popular 
word. we get the images of 
great performance, soaring 
achievements, names and faces 
drawn from various walks of 
life. they evoke admiration and 
inspiration. we value excellence 
in others and we desire it for 
ourselves.

excellence is a fashionable 
word. Advertisers claim it. Cor-
porates, educational institutions, 
entertainers, coaches and sports 
people, etc., proclaim their com-
mitment to excellence.

excellence is good. we must set 
high standards and make efforts 
to achieve them. it is said, “what 
we aim at, will determine what 
we become, and while we may 
not always make our goals, our 
goals will always make us.”

Excellence is defined as 
brilliance, glory, majesty, 

superior trait, eminent good 
qualities, high calibre, setting 
a high standard for ourselves 
and doing our best to achieve it. 
martin Luther King Jr. said, “if a 
man is called to be street sweeper, 
he should sweep the street so 
well that all hosts of heaven and 
earth will proudly say, ‘here lives 
a great sweeper who did his job 
well.’” that applies to any job we 
are called to do. Charles Dickens, 
an english novelist, in his novel, 
David Copperfield, points out, 
“excellence is that, whatever 
i have tried to do in my life, i 
have tried with all my heart to 
do well; that in whatever i have 
devoted myself to do, i have 
devoted myself to do completely; 
that in great aims and in small, 
i have been always thoroughly 
earnest.”

the Bible says, god is ex-
cellent in every way (Psa.8:1; 
46:7;150:2;isa.12:5). in his 
word, he has revealed the excel-
lence of his holiness, justice and 
righteousness, and love. he does 
all things decently and in order, 
well planned, well organised, 
and well executed.

the incarnate Christ has 
revealed to us the standard of 
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excellence and where its emphasis 
should be. he has shown to us 
by his life and teachings that 
excellence is rooted in the very 
character of god.

the way we live out our faith; 
the level of the commitment we 
have, the way we honour our 
heavenly father in all areas of 
life; the way we serve him reveal 
our character. Let me share with 
you three areas we must make 
every effort to excel.

Integrity

the dictionary describes integ-
rity as “soundness of moral char-
acter.” integrity from a biblical 
viewpoint has to do with being 
morally sound. it is uprightness, 
honesty, and sincerity. A person 
with integrity knows what is im-
portant to god and consistently 
lives in light of what is important 
to god. it involves more than liv-
ing our values; it involves sub-
scribing to god’s values and with 
his help, learning to conform our 
conduct to those values. integrity 
is like the foundation of a house; 
if it is unstable, the entire house 
may come apart when it comes 
under pressure.

integrity is the basic element of 
Christian character. It is the first 
characteristic of those welcomed 
into god’s presence (Psa.15:2). 
It is the first characteristic that 
distinguishes godly leadership: 
“So he shepherded them accord-

ing to the integrity of his heart, 
and guided them with his skilful 
hands” (Psa.78:72). 

the word of god says: “who-
ever walks in integrity walks 
securely, but he who makes his 
ways crooked will be found out” 
(Pro.10:9). “Better is a poor man 
who walks in his integrity than 
a rich man who is crooked in 
his ways” (28:6). “the integrity 
of the upright guides them, but 
the crookedness of the treacher-
ous destroys them” (11:3). “Bet-
ter is a poor person who walks 
in his integrity than one who is 
crooked in speech and is a fool” 
(19:1). “the righteous who walks 
in his integrity – blessed are his 
children after him” (20:7)!

integrity is not an easy road to 
take, but it is the only road worth 
travelling because it is the road 
that takes us where god wants 
us to go. may god help us to excel 
in integrity.

Accountability

Christian accountability is ac-
counting for what we are up 
to. it is the realisation that we 
are liable, responsible, and an-
swerable for our actions in life 
to god (matt.12:36; Rom.14:2; 
1Cor.3:10-15;4:5;2Cor.5:10), as 
well as to god’s people whom 
we know personally (Jn.13:34; 
gal.6:1,2;Php.2:4; heb.10:23, 24; 
Jas.5:16). 
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1.  there is relational account-
ability in the family, the 
church and society.

2. there is accountability to 
god-given talents and gifts.

3. There is financial account-
ability.

4. there is accountability to 
god’s creation.

Accountability allows us to 
be responsible and answerable 
to one another; it helps us 
overcome in areas where we are 
weak and struggling and to grow 
in Christian life; and it enables 
us to stay on track, and to get 
prayer, caring and encouraging 
support.

may god help us to excel in 
accountability. 

Generosity

generosity is rooted in god. 
he has given us generously the 
greatest gift in Christ.

a. Generosity in our sharing 
and giving. the Bible tells us to 
share generously with those who 
are in need. we are not meant to 
be hard-hearted or self-centred. 
Jesus says, “Assuredly i say to 
you, in as much as you did it to 
one of the least of these you did 
to me” (matt.25:40).

b. Generosity in forgiving 
one another. when Peter asked 
Jesus, “how many times should 
i forgive a person when he sins 

against me, up to seven times?” 
Jesus responded, “seventy times 
seven.” it is unlimited.

the word of god says, “Be kind 
to one another, tender-hearted, 
forgiving one another even as 
god in Christ has forgiven you.”

forgiveness is powerful. it 
transforms. Sister Rani maria was 
from a village near Kochi. By the 
call of god, she went to serve the 
poor tribals in madhya Pradesh 
and Uttar Pradesh. She educated 
them not to get loans from 
the loan lenders as they were 
charging them high interests, 
but to get the loans from the 
government as it charged them 
low interests. furious by the 
actions of Sister maria, the loan 
lenders instigated a man to kill 
her. one day, as she was travelling 
in a bus, to visit her village in 
Kerala, the man stabbed her in 
the bus and dragged her out 
of it and kept on stabbing her 
till she died. it was a shattering 
experience for her family. After 
sometime, with great struggle 
and by the help of the Spirit of 
god, the family forgave him and 
took him as part of the family. 
According to the testimony of 
the murderer, this forgiving act 
of Sister Rani maria’s family 
transformed him.

c. Generosity in being 
magnanimous. the disciples 
complained to Jesus that there 



14Light of Life JULy 2018

was a man who was casting out 
demons in his name but did not 
follow him. Jesus responded that 
those who were not against him 
and his followers, were with 
them (Lk.9:49,50).

in Luke 9:51 to 58, we read 
that Jesus was on his way to 
Jerusalem. he sent his disciples 
to prepare for him. they entered 
a Samaritan village to do so 
but the people there refused 
to help them as the Samaritans 
and the Jews were not in right 
relationship with each other. 
James and John were very angry 
and said to Jesus that they should 
be destroyed by fire from heaven. 

But Jesus rebuked James and 
John saying, “you do not know 
what manner of spirit you are of. 
the Son of man did not come to 
destroy men’s lives, but to save 
them.”

may god help us to excel in 
generosity. the deep concern of 
our triune god is that you and i 
must excel in character with his 
enabling power and grace.

Francis Sunderaraj  
is the former General 

Secretary, Evangelical 
Fellowship of India and 

Asia Evangelical Alliance.
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CLOSING THE BACK DOOR
One blatant act of disobedience may lead to a total breakdown.

STANLEY MEHTA

Introduction (1 Kings 3:5-14) 

here is a budding king, 
taking his first steps 
after having taken over 

the throne, after the death of his 
father David. he goes up to the 
altar at Gibeon, and sacrifices a 
thousand offerings to the Lord. 
that very night god appears to 
him in a dream. god says, “Ask 
whatever you want.” 

even in the dreams, Solomon’s 
heart is very clear as to what he 
wants. he wants an understanding 
heart or a discerning heart to 
enable him to govern the people 
well. he asks for a listening ear. he 
asks for an ability to hear god well.

many young people have come 
to me and said, “Please pray for 
me, i want to hear god, i want to 
draw near to god, i want intimacy 
with god.” it’s a joy and a delight 
to pray for such a request. they 
are not asking for a better job, 
for marriage, or more material 
things, or for carnal things or a 
desire to go abroad. they want 
to have a better quiet time, or a 
better time of meditation. god was 
delighted with this request made 
by Solomon and he granted him 
his request, but also gave wealth, 
riches and honour, as a bonus.

Solomon began well. he was so 
delighted with this dream that he 
went the next day and sacrificed 
burnt offering and fellowship 
offerings. Then he gave a feast for 
all the court. 

he started out spiritual: so close 
to god, so blessed, so anointed, 
so humble, so meek; his life is so 
incredible, that you cannot think 
he will ever fall. he started out 
led by the holy Spirit: having a 
tender heart, broken in spirit, 
a servant heart, a servant of the 
living god.

Look at the steps he took: vis-
iting the temple so many times, 
worshipping god through sacri-
fices, opening up his life with the 
help of the holy Spirit; he was  a 
good believer.

But he ended up as an idolater: 
wallowing in sexual lust; he be-
came perverse. what happened?
a) A Pocket Of Disobedience

“Solomon showed his love for 
the Lord by walking according to 
the statutes of his father David, 
except that he offered sacrifices 
and burned incense on the high 
places” (1Kgs.3:3).
he loved the Lord, ‘except’. 
he loved the Lord, ‘except’ he 
practised one thing contrary to 
the word of god. it is possible to 
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love the Lord, support the work 
of god, and yet have one area of 
disobedience and live contrary to 
the clear, written word of god.
King David himself warned Solo-
mon about the strange woman 
(Pro.5:1-6). Solomon really had 
the truth in his hand. he had so 
much revelation that he could 
write 3000 proverbs and 1005 
songs. But he had a pocket of dis-
obedience, and did contrary to 
the word of god.
Solomon broke all the three com-
mandments given in the Law 
of moses (Deut.17:16,17) – no 
horses, no harem, no hoarding 
(1Kgs.10:26;21;11:1-3). when 
god appeared to Solomon the 
second time, he warned him 
(1Kgs.9:4–9).
b) Halfway Repentance

Solomon did experience convic-
tion of sin but ended up only in 
halfway repentance (2Chr.8:11).
he understood that Jerusalem was 
the city of god, and the presence 
of god. But he did not repent to 
send Bathsheba away, but instead 
he built her another palace – half 
way. he had a half-way repentance. 
he was a half-and-half-believer. 
he had compartmentalised his 
life. his life was divided. he had 
half way conviction, made a half 
way repentance, took half way 
measures, to make things right.
in mark 9:43-47, Jesus says some-
thing about halfway measures 
and radical repentance. Do not 

be carried away by the blessing, 
mercy and the patience of god 
while we are still living in sin. his 
kindness and patience should ac-
tually lead us to repentance.
c) A Little Disobedience To Total 
Breakdown (1 Kings 11:4–8) 
you begin with one blatant act of 
disobedience against the word of 
god. Then you add a half-hearted 
conviction for sin, with half-
hearted repentance and half way 
measure, then you end up right 
where Solomon is here now.
Solomon is now gospel hardened, 
sermon proof, and the word of god 
has no impact on him whatsoever. 
his harem is not satisfying him, 
his garden is boring, he has taxed 
the people heavily, he is writing, 
“meaningless, meaningless, every-
thing is meaningless.” his heart is 
full of idolatry, his days of tasting 
gold is gone. he is tossing in bed to 
and fro, very disturbed.

in contrast, we must refer to 
moses, who turned his heart 
away from egypt. he preferred 
and esteemed the reproach of 
Christ, greater than his job, his 
career, his vision, his alliance, etc. 
(heb.11:24-27). it may cost you. 
you may be at the backside of the 
desert. But god will be with you.

Stanley Mehta   
is a former pastor and 

present chairman of 
Gateway Ministries 

International. He resides in 
Bengaluru.
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THE TWO COVENANTS
May we be careful to live a life worthy of our calling by bearing 

fruits worthy of repentance.

LILY ABRAHAM

we, the new testament 
believers, are not un-
der the old Covenant. 

we are saved by and live by grace 
through faith. we are under the 
new Covenant. the old Cove-
nant was a law of sin and death, 
whereas the new Covenant is 
about grace and life. “the law of 
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
has set me free from the Law of 
sin and death” (Rom.8:2). is there 
any relationship between these 
two Covenants? what is our rela-
tionship to them?

Old Covenant

this covenant was made by 
god with the children of israel, 
through moses, when they were 
camped at the foot of mount Sinai. 
they reached Sinai about three 
months after they were delivered 
from their bondage in egypt 
(exo.19:1). exodus 19-24 gives 
all the details of this covenant. 
god initiated it in exodus 19. god 
spoke to moses about making 
the children of israel a special 
treasure for him, a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation. the only 
condition was that they should 
live by the commandments he 

was about to give them. in exodus 
20, god himself spoke the ten 
Commandments to the people. 
the people were so afraid that 
they requested moses that he 
should speak to them, and not god 
himself. exodus 21-23 contains 
god’s judgments and ordinances, 
which he commanded moses 
to speak to the people. these 
three chapters cover laws and 
judgments covering all areas of 
life, including hygiene, food, sexual 
behaviour, financial transactions, 
just judgments, social behaviour, 
etc. god wanted his people, who 
were his special treasure, to 
follow a special lifestyle in their 
everyday practical life. they were 
to deal with servants, care for the 
poor, and love their enemies in a 
special way, becoming of a special 
people belonging to the only true 
living god who is wholly holy. 
further, precepts were added 
later, as we read in Leviticus and 
numbers.

According to god’s Law, cir-
culating rumours, not returning 
your enemy’s lost property, if you 
happen to find them, and taking 
bribery are all wrong. every new 
testament believer ought to read 
these and understand the stan-
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dard of righteousness god has 
stipulated for human beings to 
live as a happy, just, healthy and 
prosperous society. 

The Process Of Covenant-
Making

After giving all these statutes 
and judgments, it is in exodus 
24 that the covenant was finally 
established. moses told the people 
all the words of the Lord and they 
answered with one voice saying, 
“All the words that the Lord has 
said we will do.” on condition that 
they will obey it all, he wrote it 
down in the book of the covenant. 
Then burnt offerings and peace 
offerings were offered. Moses 
took half the blood in a basin and 
sprinkled half of it on the altar.

moses then sprinkled the other 
half of the blood on the people 
saying, “this is the blood of the 
covenant which the Lord had 
made with you in accordance with 
the words written in the book of 
the covenant” (exo.24:7,8). the 
process of making the covenant was 
concluded with a feast (exo.24:11). 
it was after this that the Lord called 
moses to come up on the mountain. 
After forty days, he came down 
with the tablets of stone containing 
the ten Commandments that god 
had written so that he could teach 
the people.

New Covenant Foretold
A new Covenant was foretold 

through the old testament 
prophets Jeremiah (31:33,34) and 
ezekiel (36:25-27). the prophecy 
in ezekiel says: “then i will 
sprinkle clean water on you and 
you shall be clean; i will cleanse 
you from all your filthiness and 
from all your idols. i will give you 
a new heart and put a new spirit 
within you; i will take the heart of 
stone out of your flesh and give 
you a heart of flesh. I will put My 
Spirit within you and cause you 
to walk in my statutes and you 
will keep my judgments and do 
them.” we see that it promises a 
new spirit, god’s Spirit within his 
people, and a heart of flesh. With 
these, they would be able to walk 
in god’s statutes, which would be 
written in their hearts.

these promises were totally 
fulfilled when Jesus made the 
new Covenant in his own blood 
through his death on the cross 
and the coming of his holy Spirit 
in Acts 2.
New Covenant

So, the new Covenant was not a 
new idea. we read about it in three 
of the four gospels (matt.26:26-
29;mk.14:22-25;Lk.22-17-20) 
and then in 1 Corinthians 11:23-
33. from these portions it is 
clear that it was established by 
our Lord Jesus Christ himself 
on the same night in which he 
was betrayed. he took the bread, 
when he gave thanks, broke it 
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and said, “take, eat; this is my 
body which is broken for you; do 
this in remembrance of me.” in 
the same manner, he also took 
the cup after supper saying, “this 
cup is the new Covenant in my 
blood.”

though he made the new Cove-
nant with his Jewish disciples, we 
know from Acts 10, that we gen-
tiles too were included in it. he 
poured his Spirit on the gentile 
believers too, as was prophesied 
in Joel 2 making us also his spe-
cial treasure (1Pet.2:9).

Why A New Spirit And God’s 
Spirit?

in the case of an unregenerate 
heart, the spirit is dead and it can 
neither relate to god nor can it 
understand the things of god. in 
such people, it is either the body 
or the mind which controls the 
whole person. in today’s world, 
more and more people seem to 
be body-controlled than mind-
controlled or spirit-controlled. 
But when a person is born 
again of the holy Spirit, he gets 
a new spirit, so that god can 
communicate with him through 
his Spirit who indwells him. this 
new spirit then communicates 
with our minds, and, in turn, our 
minds control our bodies. thus, 
our whole being comes under 
the control of the holy Spirit. for 
such people, obedience to a loving 
god becomes a joy, not a burden. 

new testament believers obey 
god because they want to obey 
him, and not because they have 
to obey him. they give, because 
they want to give and not because 
they have to. we are empowered 
to obey, if we walk according to 
the Spirit, as we read in Romans 
8. god’s holy Spirit enables us 
to walk in god’s statutes as was 
prophesied in ezekiel. So faith 
in Jesus justifies us, but does not 
leave us lawless. Paul says, “…
keeping the commandments of 
god is what matters” (1Cor.7:19). 
we are under the law of liberty 
(Jas.1:25,2:12).

What Has Changed?

what has changed is the 
ceremonial and ritualistic part of 
the old Covenant. we do not need 
to approach the holy god with 
offerings of the blood of animals, 
because the Son of god, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, has offered Himself 
as sacrifice for us, once for all. We 
are justified and purified by His 
blood, which is far superior to all 
the animal blood that was shed 
under the old Covenant (heb.9:1-
16). Under the old Covenant, on 
behalf of the people, the priests 
were to separately offer: sin 
offerings for forgiveness of sins, 
peace offerings for making peace 
with God, guilt offerings for 
taking away the guilt and trespass 
offerings for sins committed, in 
addition to the daily (morning and 
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evening), weekly, monthly and 
yearly offerings of sacrifices and 
during the three annual festivals. 
Jesus fulfilled all these for us when 
He sacrificed Himself on the cross. 
After accomplishing what he came 
to do, he ascended into heaven 
and sat down at the right hand of 
god the father signifying that no 
more sacrifices are required for 
the forgiveness of sins.

the standard of righteousness 
expected from a new testament 
believer is higher than that 
stipulated in the Law. that is what 
Jesus meant when He redefined 
the law about adultery, murder, 
divorce, etc., in matthew 5:20-48. 
An understanding of the standard 
of righteousness required by 
the Law is essential so that our 
righteousness can exceed the 
righteousness of scribes and 
Pharisees (that of the Law).

it is not by legalistic adherence 
to these biblical ordinances and 
judgments that we gain salvation. 
“By grace we have been saved 
through faith.” But our love and 
gratefulness to god compel us 
to obey him in everything and 
we can do that because his 
holy Spirit indwells us. what 
was external has now become 
internal, a matter of the heart.

we, the new testament believ-
ers, too are god’s own special 
people, a chosen generation, a 
royal priesthood, and a holy na-

tion (1Pet.2:9). what a blessing 
and joy it is for us that we can 
live a life far superior to that of 
the Jews, without the burdens 
they carried. the question is, do 
the so-called ‘specially treasured’ 
people of god show forth such 
a lifestyle? when we claim the 
priesthood of all believers, why 
do we ignore this aspect?

the heart-cry of David, who 
lived under the Law, was that he 
might dwell in the house of the 
Lord, all the days of his life, to be-
hold the beauty of the Lord and to 
inquire in his temple (Psa.27:4). 
the way to the holy of holies, 
where only the high priest could 
enter once a year with the blood 
of animals, has been open for us 
ever since the veil separating it 
was torn when the body of our 
Lord was broken on the cross. we, 
who live under the new Covenant, 
can spend as much time as we 
want, without the priestly inter-
mediaries, beholding the beauty 
of the Lord in his word. may we, 
who are called by his name, be 
careful to live a life worthy of our 
calling by bearing fruits worthy 
of repentance, for the kingdom of 
god is at hand.

Lily Abraham  
lives in Mumbai. She 

enjoys leading groups in 
Inductive Bible Study.
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THE STRENGTH TO GO ON
The Lord takes no pleasure in disaster, but works all things 

according to His perfect will.

VICO

one of the biggest 
disappointments in 
sports, in 2017, was 

when one of the favourites to win 
the fifA world Cup to be played 
in Russia, failed to qualify, for 
the first time for over 60 years. 
the four-time champions, italy, 
dominated the game for so many 
years. even today, they have 
some of the world’s best players 
in the team. But to the shock of 
the viewers and millions of fans 
across the world, they struggled 
to create enough chances to 
win the one game they needed 
to win the most. it was a nail 
biting game, and to be fair to 
them, they gave everything they 
could. But despite the support 
of millions around the world, 
the 2006 world Cup winners 
could not find a way through. 
The final whistle told the whole 
story. they were beaten, and the 
dreams of the iconic goalkeeper, 
Buffon, to compete in a record 
sixth world Cup could not be 
fulfilled, bringing a close to a long 
and prosperous career. for italy, 
the plan, the timing, everything 
went wrong.

Even Youth Grow Weary

The drama after the final whistle 
was hard to swallow. in disbelief 
and disappointment the players 
collapsed on the pitch. italy joined 
the other surprise omissions like 
netherlands, USA and Chile, who 
will not be part of this world Cup. 
most of the players, after the 90 
minutes, looked exhausted as they 
lay on the pitch, some covering 
their faces with their shirts, out of 
shame, many in tears. they were 
devastated and inconsolable; 
surrounded by thousands of 
people, but totally heartbroken. 
we saw a very similar kind of 
result in the recently concluded 
indian Super League (iSL) 
2018. People had high hopes on 
north east United fC, but to the 
surprise of many they finished at 
the bottom of the league. it was 
no surprise though that after it all 
ended, the blame game began. As 
for the players, almost all of them 
looked exhausted, devoid of any 
motivation.

now, how does one get up from 
a situation like that? in our own 
journey of faith with our Lord, we 
become exhausted and tired with 
our own inabilities to handle the 
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demands of life. human strength 
fails, even at its best. isaiah 40:30 
clearly states, “even youths grow 
tired and weary, and young men 
stumble and fall.” the book of 
Joshua is also considered as the 
book of failure because they lost 
their fight. The affairs of life are 
demanding and tiring. But when 
life becomes like that, we must 
remind ourselves that god is 
consistently present to provide 
strength to the weary and power 
to the weak. the Lord takes 
no pleasure in disaster, but he 
works all things according to the 
perfection of his holy will. 

Where Does The Power Come 
From?

it is better to look for god’s 
strength in our weaknesses 
and look to it as the source of 
our strength. he allows our 
weaknesses to occur in order to 
draw us back to him—that we 
might look to Him for our daily 
needs. he becomes our strength 
when we remain in him and his 
word remains in us (Jn.15). this 
is our comfort, that his word 
has revived us, and given us life, 
strength and power. As the word 
of god says, “Let us not become 
weary in doing good, for at the 
proper time we will reap a harvest 
if we do not give up” (gal.6:9). 
“therefore, my beloved brothers, 
be steadfast and immovable. 
Always excel in the work of the 

Lord, because you know that your 
labour in the Lord is not in vain” 
(1Cor.15:58). 

the Bible admonishes us to 
continue to toil, and to finish 
what we have started. no doubt, 
along the way, we may face many 
disappointments. what we saw 
from italy’s example shows that 
even the mightiest of powers 
faces days when there is nothing 
we can do to change what has 
unfolded. To fix this, I want to 
take you to John Bunyan’s classic, 
The Pilgrim’s Progress. here we 
see a story that focuses on the 
groaning of a man who has been 
weighed down to the depths of 
his soul with a burden, which he 
was unable to relieve himself of. 
now, as he climbed up the hills 
with the heavy burden, he saw a 
cross from the distance and, as 
he walked closer to the cross, his 
burden slowly loosened off from 
his shoulders; so he continued to 
walk closer and closer until he 
felt the burden no more. what 
does the burden on his back 
symbolise? – his sins, shame 
and guilt. his adoration of the 
cross caused his burden to fall off 
and roll away. when he became 
completely free from the burden, 
three angels appeared to him 
and strengthened him. The first 
said, “your sins are forgiven.” the 
second one removed his dirty 
clothes and gave him a new set of 
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clothes. the third gave him a scroll 
with a King’s seal on it to guide 
him to the city he was headed. it 
was a moment of transformation. 
the man then began to sing.

thus far have i come, laden with 
my sin;

for nothing could ease the grief 
that i was in,

But here the burden did fall 
from off my back

And here the strings that bound 
it to me cracked.

o blessed cross! And far more 
blessed be, 

the man who here was put to 
death for me.

Vico  
is an author, presently 
working as a chaplain 

in the Christian Prayer 
Fellowship, Shillong.

Wanted Bride

Seeking alliance for simple, well-educated and family oriented boy, 
based in Pune, m.Com, m.Phil, working as a lecturer, tall (5’8”), 
wheatish, handsome, rooted in Christian values, aged 38 years. 
Preference for a good, affectionate, caring and family oriented girl 
from a good Christian family.

Contact: ra53199@yahoo.com with complete details.

Groom Wanted

maharashtrian Protestant Christian parents invite suitable alliance 
for their daughter, 29 years, 5’1”, slim, athletic, wheatish complexion, 
B. e. (Chemical) distinction. expectations: Protestant boys, holding a 
good job, well educated, Bible believing, preferably from mumbai. 

Contact: 9969951259/ 9819241797

Protestant Christian parent seeks alliance for her daughter, 36 yrs, 
157 cms, wheatish, good-looking, god-fearing, convent educated, 
m.A eng. Literature, P. g. Diploma in Social Communication and 
Media, from suitably qualified, well settled Christian bachelors.

Contact: 9372404302
Email: anupamf@gmail.com / sfp1408@yahoo.com

MATRIMONIAL
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THE TRUE GOSPEL AND 
THE FALSE

The God-centred Gospel calls upon man to repent.

ZAC POONEN

Christians are, generally 
speaking, categorised 
into groups as ‘Roman 

Catholics’ and ‘Protestants’ – 
depending on birth, ‘episcopal’ 
(conformist) and ‘free church’ 
(non-conformist) – depending 
on church-pattern, ‘Born again 
Christians’ and ‘nominal Chris-
tians’ – depending on an ‘experi-
ence’, ‘evangelicals’ and ‘Liberals’ 
– depending on doctrine, ‘Char-
ismatics’ and ‘non-charismat-
ics’ – depending on ‘speaking in 
tongues’, or ‘full-time Christian 
workers’ and ‘Secular workers’ - 
depending on profession.

there could be other such 
categorisations too. But none of 
these categorisations deal with 
the root of the problem that our 
Lord came to solve.

many know “Christ died for our 
sins” (1Cor.15:3). But many do 
not know that the Bible says that 
Christ also died so that “we should 
no longer live for ourselves but 
for him” (2Cor.5:15).

A more scriptural way of cat-
egorising Christians, therefore, 

would be as follows: ‘those who 
live for themselves’ and ‘those 
who live for Christ’; or ‘those 
who seek their own’ and ‘those 
who seek the things of Christ’; or 
‘those who seek earthly things 
first’ and ‘Those who seek the 
kingdom of God first’; or ‘Those 
who love money’ and ‘those who 
love god’ (Jesus said it was im-
possible to love both – Lk.16:13).

this categorisation deals with 
the Christian’s inner life and 
private walk with god, whereas 
the methods mentioned earlier 
deal with the external details of his 
life. yet, it is in this latter way that 
heaven categorises Christians. 
And if that be the case, then this 
is the only categorisation that 
matters! in this method, others 
cannot categorise us. we have to 
categorise ourselves – for no one 
but we ourselves know our inner 
motivations and desires. even our 
wives may not be aware what we 
are living for.

our Lord did not come primarily 
to give people a doctrine, a 
church-pattern, to make them 
speak in tongues or even to give 
them an experience!
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Christian medical College

he came to ‘save us from sin’. he 
came to lay the axe to the root of the 
tree. And the root of sin is: being 
centred in ourselves, seeking our 
own and doing our own will. if 
we do not permit the Lord to axe 
and uproot this ‘root’ from our 
lives, we will be Christians only 
superficially. Satan may however 
deceive us into imagining that 
we belong to a higher class than 
other Christians, because of our 
doctrine, our experience or our 
church-pattern!

Satan doesn’t care even if 
we have the right doctrine, 
experience and church-pattern, 
so long as we continue to ‘live for 
ourselves’ (this, by the way, is just 
another phrase for ‘living in sin’!). 
Christendom today is filled with 
Christians who seek their own and 
live for themselves, who are yet 
convinced that god views them 
as superior to other Christians, 
merely because of doctrinal 
differences, church-pattern or 
experiences. this shows what a 
great work Satan has succeeded 
in doing in Christendom.

in John 6:38, our Lord said that 
he came from heaven to earth 1) 
to deny his human will and 2) to 
do the will of his father, as a man. 
thereby, he became our example. 
throughout Jesus’ earthly life he 
denied his own will and did his 
father’s will. And he told his 
disciples clearly that those who 
wanted to be his disciples would 

have to go the same way. he came 
to hit at the root of sin in our lives 
– doing our own will – and to 
deliver us from that.

Wrong Centre

in the realm of science, for 
thousands of years man made 
the mistake of imagining that 
the earth was the centre of the 
universe. it looked like that to 
human eyes. it took the courage 
of a man like Copernicus to 
question this popular notion, 
just about 500 years ago, and to 
show that it was utterly false. the 
earth, he showed, was created 
to be centred around the sun. 
As long as man had the wrong 
centre, his scientific calculations 
and deductions were wrong – 
because his centre was wrong. 
But once man discovered the right 
centre, then such calculations and 
deductions turned out right.

it is the same with us when 
we remain ‘self-centred’, instead 
of being ‘god-centred’. our 
understanding of the Bible 
and of god’s perfect will (our 
calculations and deductions) 
will then be wrong. But just as 
men were convinced, for over 
5000 years, that they were right, 
we too may imagine that we are 
right! But actually, we will be 
100% wrong.

this is what we see even among 
many ‘good’ Christians today. 
They have so many different 
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interpretations of the same Bible 
– and yet each one is convinced 
that his interpretation alone 
is right and everyone else’s is 
wrong. why is this so? Because 
they’ve got their centre wrong.

man was created to be centred 
in god and not in himself. And 
when Christians have got their 
centre wrong, their ‘gospel’ will 
be wrong too. Basically, there are 
only two gospels being preached 
today – one man-centred and the 
other god-centred.

the man-centred gospel 
promises man that god will give 
him everything he needs to make 
his life on earth comfortable and 
will also give him a seat in heaven 
at the end of his life. man is told 
that Jesus will forgive all his sins, 
heal all his diseases, bless and 
prosper him materially, solve all 
his earthly problems, etc.

Self still remains at the centre of 
such a man’s life, and god revolves 
around him – as his servant – to 
answer his every prayer and to 
give him whatever he wants! All 
that he has to do is ‘believe’ and 
‘claim every material blessing in 
Jesus’ name’!

this is a false gospel, because no 
mention is made of ‘repentance’. 
Repentance is what John the 
Baptist, Jesus, Paul, Peter and all 
the apostles preached first of all. 
And repentance, unfortunately, is 
what is not preached today!

the god-centred gospel, 
on the other hand, calls upon 
man to repent. it explains that 
‘repentance’ means: turning from 
self as the centre of one’s life, 
from doing one’s own will, from 
walking along one’s self-chosen 
way, from loving money, and from 
loving the world and the things 
in the world (the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eyes and the pride 
of life), etc., and turning to god, 
loving him with one’s whole 
heart, making him the centre 
of one’s life and doing his will 
henceforth, etc.

faith in Christ’s death on the 
cross can forgive a man his sins 
only when he has repented. then, 
he can receive the power of the 
holy Spirit to empower him to 
deny himself daily so that he can 
live a god-centred life. this is the 
gospel that Jesus and the apostles 
preached.

the false gospel makes the gate 
wide and the way broad (easy to 
walk along, because one does not 
have to deny one’s self, or stop 
living for one’s own interests, or 
stop seeking one’s own gain). mil-
lions attend meetings where such 
a false gospel is preached. And 
many enter through this gate and 
walk along this way, imagining 
that it leads to life. But it actually 
leads to destruction. the evange-
lists of this gospel however gloat 
in, and report about the large 
numbers of people who ‘raised 
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their hands and made decisions 
for Christ’ in their meetings! But 
it is all a deception. Although 
some are indeed genuinely con-
verted in such meetings, because 
of their sincerity, many such ‘con-
verts’ end up becoming ‘twofold 
children of hell’ (matt.23:15) – 
deceived about their true state.

the true gospel, however, 
makes the gate small and the way 
narrow – not smaller or narrower 
than Jesus himself made it, as 
some ‘super-spiritual’ cultists do, 
but just the same size as Jesus 
made it. Few there be, that find 
this way to life. there is not much 
for the evangelists of this gospel 
to report about, and the statistics 

are not impressive. But this 
gospel leads people to the Lord 
Jesus and to heaven.

“Be careful how you listen. 
whoever obeys what he has 
heard, to him more light and 
understanding will be given. But 
whoever does not obey what he 
has heard, even what light and 
understanding he thinks he has 
will be taken away from him” 
(Paraphrase of Lk.8:18).
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RABBONI – MY LORD 
AND MY GOD 

Only those who share the agony of Christ will experience the 
thrill of the resurrected Lord.

CHRISTIANA JOSEPH

i am mary magdalene. i still 
remember that first Easter 
morning. I was the first 

person at the tomb. why was i 
there? why not? hadn’t Jesus 
changed my life and given me 
a reason to live? i was a very 
disturbed young woman. People 
avoided me. then, one day, Jesus 
touched me, and the seven devils 
which had tormented me just 
left. Life was never the same 
again. now i had a purpose to 
live. i became an ardent follower 
of Jesus, and formed a part of his 
gospel team.

it was such a joy to serve the 
Lord. it was thrilling to watch 
Jesus minister to lost souls, 
preaching, teaching great truths 
in simple language, using down-
to-earth examples and stories. 
there were the crowds, always 
reaching out for his healing touch 
– the lame, the blind, the lepers 
and demon possessed, no one 
went away disappointed.

But then the Pharisees who were 
always there, filled with envy and 
hatred, jealous of his popularity, 

his authoritative teachings and 
healing, decided to get rid of 
him. they openly showed their 
hostility, and plotted his death. 
i had to do something to show 
Jesus my love and devotion. i took 
my most precious possession – 
an expensive jar of perfume. i 
poured the entire contents over 
his feet and wiped them with my 
hair. “Jesus, i love you, i am there 
for you.”

they came for him, caught 
Him, whipped Him and crucified 
him. Doesn’t matter that all 
the disciples ran away, except 
John. Doesn’t matter that i was 
surrounded by the cruel soldiers, 
the mocking crowds, all taunting 
Jesus. i wouldn’t have cared if 
they had killed me too.

there was nothing i could 
do. i could only sit at the foot 
of the cross and cry. i think my 
presence was comforting to Jesus 
and to his dear mother mary. 
i heard his whispered prayers 
to his father, his last words to 
cheer up his mother. Slowly, his 
breathing slowed down, and 
all was quiet. After some time, 
Joseph of Arimathea, a very rich 



32Light of Life JULy 2018

Advertisement : For Home Parent

“Karuna Sharan”, a Boy’s home for Orphan’s is looking 
for Parent Couples designated as “Home Parents”, 
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and influential man in town, but a 
secret follower of Jesus, came, and 
with him came nicodemus. they 
tenderly wrapped the body of 
Jesus in soft linen and expensive 
spices, and laid him in a newly 
hewn tomb. A large heavy stone 
was rolled across the opening of 
the tomb. everyone left. maybe i 
could go home and prepare the 
spices to anoint the body of Jesus 
after the Sabbath.

it was early in the morning, the 
first day of the week, it was still 
dark as i ran towards the tomb, 
clutching the spices, wondering 
how i was going to roll back the 
stone. wonder of wonders – in the 
half light of dawn, i saw that the 
stone was rolled away. with my 
heart beating wildly, i stepped in 
– the tomb was empty! i ran back 
to the house, and got Peter and 
John to come with me. we all went 
into the tomb and saw – the linen 
cloth covering of the body and the 
handkerchief around his head, 
lying each by themselves, as if the 
body had just exited. Peter and John 
saw – believed – and went away – 
back to the safety of their house, 
behind locked doors! i stayed 
behind, sobbing and looking into 
the tomb, saw two angels. they 
tried to comfort me “why are you 
crying?” i turned away. Could they 
help me to find the body of Jesus? 
But then a sweet familiar voice 
called out, “mary.” it couldn’t be 
true. it was Jesus! i turned and fell 

prostrate clinging to his feet. Just 
a few days before, i had anointed 
his feet with perfume. But today i 
saw the fresh scar of nail print on 
his feet. i burst into tears of joy. 
i ran back with the good news – 
Jesus is alive!

As i look back, i realise my 
utter unworthiness and privilege. 
the resurrected Jesus chose to 
reveal Himself first to me. I had 
been with Jesus in his lonesome 
moments, at the cross, choosing 
to identify with him in his 
humiliating death. 

how many of you have experi-
enced the healing touch of Jesus? 
how many of you are follow-
ing Jesus, expecting only bless-
ings, and disappear quietly when 
there is persecution and hostil-
ity? Jesus is in need of followers, 
not for the good times alone, not 
to wave the palms and sing “ho-
sanna!” on Palm Sunday. who is 
willing to share the agony in the 
cold dark of gethsemane? who is 
willing to wait at the foot of the 
cross, and identify with the suf-
fering Saviour? only then will 
you truly experience the thrill of 
the resurrected Lord calling out 
your name, and you will respond, 
“Rabboni, my Lord and my god.”

Christiana Joseph  
is a clinical sonologist in 

Tanjore, Tamil Nadu, and is 
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Union Biblical Seminary Requires 
Teaching Faculty
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Bibvewadi (Behind Ramyanagri),  
Pune – 411 037, maharashtra or by email to recruit@ubs.ac.in
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THE DISCIPLE AND HIS 
WALK BY FAITH

Let us enter into every situation with complete trust in God.

IMANUEL G. CHRISTIAN

Paul wrote, “we walk 
by faith, not by sight” 
(2Cor.5:7). As we live 

our lives, we have to live by faith, 
and not only by the things we can 
see, plan, or attempt to know. 
we are limited in our knowledge 
and our lives are filled with so 
many uncertainties. So, a believer 
walks not by what he sees, but by 
his faith in god who directs every 
step of his life.

in a sense, this is true of 
everyone, whether a believer or 
not, whether a person accepts 
this fact or not. man does not 
and cannot know his future with 
certainty, and so he has to make 
some assumptions. in that sense, 
everyone lives by faith hoping 
that his assumptions will come 
true. everybody has to take a step 
of faith since nobody can see for 
sure what lies in his future. we 
all face uncertainties in life and 
although we can make plans for 
the future, we cannot be sure that 
everything will go according to 
our plans.

however, when the Bible 
speaks about the believer’s walk-

ing by faith and not by sight, it 
has a deeper meaning than being 
uncertain about the future and 
living life with a sense of uncer-
tainty. Actually, it is the opposite 
of uncertainty; it is living life with 
full assurance of our future. this 
is the definition of faith that the 
Bible provides: “faith is being 
sure of what we hope for and 
certain of what we do not see” 
(heb.11:1). So, walking by faith 
and not by sight actually means 
being extremely sure of things 
that we do not yet see.

for a believer, the things that 
we do see are uncertain and 
unreliable, whereas, the things 
we do not see, are most certain 
and highly reliable. whatever we 
can see, touch, feel, enjoy now are 
all temporal and only deceptively 
certain. things break, are stolen or 
lost and even though they provide 
some convenience, or a measure 
of happiness, they cannot provide 
the real joy and meaningfulness in 
life. Jobs can be lost, investments 
can go bankrupt, and friends may 
turn their backs on us. these are 
the things that we see and usually 
rely upon to give us a sense of 
security. these things may help 
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us make our living, but they do 
not make our life.

on the other hand, the things 
we do not see, our eternal life, 
heaven, living in the presence of 
god forever, are the most certain, 
most reliable and most assured 
things. they cannot be lost or 
stolen or destroyed. these things 
are stored up “in heaven where 
moth and rust do not destroy, and 
where thieves do not break in and 
steal” (matt.6:20). these are well 
protected, as Peter said, “Praise 
be to the god and father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ! in his great 
mercy he has given us new birth 
into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, and into an inheritance 
that can never perish, spoil or 
fade—kept in heaven for you” 
(1Pet.1:3-4). Or, “So we fix our 
eyes not on what is seen, but on 
what is unseen, since what is seen 
is temporary, but what is unseen 
is eternal” (2Cor.4:18). So, for a 
believer, the present, what is seen, 
is uncertain. But the future, what 
is not yet seen, is most certain, 
and he lives keeping his eyes not 
on the uncertain present, but on 
the certain future.

how does this work out in our 
practical lives? how does this 
assurance and certainty of the 
long-term future help us as we 
face many uncertainties? one 
of the most certain things about 

every new year is that there will 
be many uncertainties. we do 
not and cannot know for certain 
how our life will go, how our jobs 
will go, or have assurance of good 
physical health or even that we 
will be alive at the end of the year. 
these are the facts of life ‘under 
the sun’ that we cannot avoid.

But it is this way, because god 
has planned it this way. Solomon 
wrote, “As fish are caught in a 
cruel net, or birds are taken in a 
snare, so men are trapped by evil 
times that fall unexpectedly upon 
them” (eccl.9:12). And, “when 
times are good, be happy; but 
when times are bad, consider 
god has made the one as well 
as the other. therefore, a man 
cannot discover anything about 
his future” (eccl.7:14).

God has planned this way, first 
of all, so that we will fear him, 
trust him, and rely upon him and 
upon his wisdom and his leading 
rather than upon our limited 
knowledge and understanding. 
Solomon wrote, “god does it 
so that men will revere him” 
(eccl.3:14). the inability of man 
to know his future and to control 
his destiny leads him to trust and 
obey god who knows his future 
and lovingly controls his destiny. 
Because god is in complete 
control and man a finite creature, 
the only way left for man to be 
happy and to have complete 
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peace and not fear the uncertain 
future is to trust and obey god 
who is in complete control of his 
life. As isaiah wrote, “you will 
keep in perfect peace him whose 
mind is steadfast, because he 
trusts in you,” and advised, “trust 
in the Lord forever, for the Lord, 
the Lord, is the Rock eternal” 
(isa.26:3, 4).

god has planned this way, 
secondly, for the purpose of 
strengthening our faith and 
proving it to be genuine. when we 
speak of uncertainties of life, we 
are not speaking of the good things 
that happen unexpectedly, or of 
the ‘pleasant surprises’. But we are 
speaking of the things that make 
our life unpleasant, miserable, 
that create suffering, heartaches, 
problems and difficulties. As 
Peter writes, “these (things) 
have come so that your faith—of 
greater worth than gold, which 
perishes even though refined by 
fire—may be proved genuine and 
may result in (your) praise, glory 
and honour when Jesus Christ 
is revealed” (1Pet.1:7). Proving 
the genuineness of our faith, of 
course, is not for god’s knowledge; 
it is for our own knowledge and 
for building up our faith. going 
through difficult times that 
fall upon us unexpectedly and 
trusting god through it all builds 
us up in our faith so that we learn 
to trust god even for greater 
problems and have peace and full 

assurance of god’s loving care no 
matter how difficult the situation 
may be.

thirdly, god has planned this 
way for helping us to remember 
the priorities of life, so that we 
will not feel at home here on 
earth, but will long to be with him 
and will live life with the eternal 
purpose in his service and for the 
blessing of the people around us. 
the uncertainties of this life help 
us to shift our attention from 
the things of this world—power, 
prestige, and possessions—to 
more permanent and certain 
things in the life to come.

Let us not enter into any situation 
with the fear of uncertainties, but 
use the fact of the uncertainties of 
life to change our focus from fear 
to complete trust in god, and from 
the here-and-now to the eternal 
perspective being “rooted and 
built up in him, strengthened in 
the faith…, and overflowing with 
thankfulness” (Col.2:7). Because, 
“the salvation of the righteous 
is from the Lord; he is their 
stronghold in time of trouble. 
the Lord helps them and delivers 
them… because they take refuge 
in him” (Psa.37:39-40). 

Imanuel G. Christian  
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devotional books in 
Gujarati
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THE EPISTLE OF JAMES – 
CONTINUING DEBATES

Let us heed his instructions and try to always live our faith to 
reflect the character of Christ.

LUKE VYDHIAN

the author of the epistle 
of James, in the new 
testament, introduces 

himself as a bond-servant of god 
and of the Lord Jesus Christ. we 
know of at least four persons 
having the name James in the new 
testament. James, the disciple of 
Jesus, who was the son of Zebedee 
and the brother of the apostle John 
is the first who comes to mind. 
there was yet another disciple 
by the same name who was the 
son of Alphaeus. then, there was 
James the little (mk.15:40), the 
son of mary. one of the brothers 
of Jesus, (the son of Jesus’ mother 
mary) also had the name James.

the brothers of Jesus were 
sceptical of Jesus’ claims during 
his lifetime. how could they 
believe that the elder Brother 
with whom they grew up was 
the Son of god? they probably 
thought that he had gone out of 
his mind. yet, the miracles he 
was performing baffled them. It 
is said, however, that James, one 
of the brothers of Jesus, was so 
upset at His crucifixion and death 

that he refused to take food after 
that traumatic incident. he would 
have probably starved to death, 
but for the timely appearance of 
the resurrected Christ before him 
(1Cor.15:7).

that appearance of the 
resurrected Christ made all the 
difference in his life. Thereafter, 
he was always a bond servant 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, not 
even mentioning his biological 
relationship with Jesus, being 
sons of the same mother. this 
James soon joined the disciples of 
Jesus waiting for the holy Spirit. 
By common consent among 
the disciples and the apostles, 
he finally became the head of 
the church at Jerusalem. it is 
generally agreed by scholars that 
the epistle of James was written 
by the blood brother of Jesus.
About The Book

Although this book was written 
by James quite early, (between 
AD 40 and 50), even before the 
gospels were written, it took quite 
some time for it to be included 
as part of the canonical Bible. 
martin Luther, the great reformer 
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of Christianity, couldn’t find much 
worth in this book to be part of the 
holy Scriptures of Christianity. 
But before condemning Luther, 
let us look at the possible reasons 
why he could have thought the 
book not worthy to be part of the 
new testament. Luther was not 
the first one who had objections 
about this book.

Objections Against This Book

a) this book doesn’t appear like 
a Christian book. there is not 
much gospel message contained 
here. there is no mention of 
Christ’s crucifixion, resurrection 
or ascension in the book.
b) except twice in the whole book, 
Jesus is not mentioned.
c) it sounds like the wisdom 
literature of the old testament, 
unlike the rest of the new 
testament books.
d) there is no mention of the work 
of the holy Spirit in the book.
e) for a person like martin Lu-
ther, who was greatly influenced 
by Paul’s doctrines and theologi-
cal concepts, James’ statement 
at 2:24 would have sounded as 
sheer heresy. As against Paul’s 
stand that salvation comes 
through grace through faith and 
not through the works of man, 
James’ statement, “A person is 
justified by what he does and not 
by faith alone” appears to under-

mine the whole basis of new tes-
tament message.

The Merits Of The Book

As against the objections 
mentioned above, there are 
counter arguments too. James’ 
book is an action manual for 
authentic Christian life. Action, 
deeds and authenticity in our 
Christian walk are the concerns of 
James. in 1:22, he says, “Be doers 
of the word and not hearers only, 
deceiving yourselves.” this can be 
taken as the key verse of the book. 
hearing the word and living as if 
you have not heard it, amounts 
to self-deception. now let us list 
out the action points that James 
stresses in his book.
a. Be quick to listen and slow to 
speak (1:19).
b. if anyone thinks he is religious 
and does not bridle his tongue, he 
deceives himself and his religion 
is worthless (1:26).
c. Pure and undefiled religion 
before god and the father is this: 
to visit orphans and widows in 
their trouble and to keep oneself 
unspotted from the world (1:27).
d. As believers in our glorious 
Lord Jesus Christ, do not show 
favouritism (2:1).
e. faith by itself, if it is not 
accompanied by action, is dead 
(2:17).
f. not many of you should presume 
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to be teachers, because you know 
that those who teach will be 
judged more strictly (3:1).
g. those who are wise and 
understanding among you, let 
them show it by his good life, 
by deeds done in humility that 
comes from wisdom (3:13).
h. Peacemakers who sow in peace 
raise a harvest of righteousness 
(3:18).
i. Anyone who chooses to be a 
friend of the world, becomes an 
enemy of god (4:4).
j. Submit yourself to god. Resist 
the devil and he will flee from you 
(4:7).
k. Do not grumble against each 
other, brothers, or you will be 
judged. the Judge is standing at 
the door (5:9).
l. Do not swear—not by heaven 
or earth or by anything else. Let 
your ’yes’ be ‘yes’ and your ‘no’, 
‘no’, or you will be condemned 
(5:12).
m. whoever turns a sinner from 
the error of his ways will save 
him from death and cover over a 
multitude of sins (5:20).

in a short book of just 108 verses, 
James has covered an impressive 
list of ‘do’s and ‘don’ts.

those who claim to be 
professing the Christian faith 
will do well if they follow these 
instructions and be ‘doers of the 
word and not hearers only’.

The Contrast with Paul

for readers and students of 
new testament, the contrast 
between the writings of Paul and 
James is only too obvious. Let 
us take the letter to Romans, for 
example. here, Paul starts with 
the wretched state mankind has 
descended into by their sinful 
nature, Jew and gentile alike. 
Consequently, they are open to 
the wrath of god, because the 
wages of sin is death. But god in 
His infinite mercy and His love 
for mankind has provided a plan 
for the redemption of mankind 
from the helpless condition they 
are in. And that plan is through 
god’s own Son Jesus Christ, who 
took upon himself the entire 
sins of all mankind by his death 
on the cross of Calvary, thus 
atoning for the sins of mankind. 
man, thus, becomes heir to a 
new righteousness, not his own 
but of Jesus Christ, which man 
takes hold of by believing in the 
Son of God. Salvation is provided 
to mankind by the sheer grace 
of god and cannot be obtained 
by the works of man. the faith 
of man and the grace of god are 
the two ingredients by means of 
which salvation is obtained. Paul 
makes it extremely clear that even 
that faith (belief in Jesus Christ) 
is a gift from god, so that none 
can boast about it. he also makes 
it clear that good works are the 
result of such redemption and 
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not a cause for it. By redeeming 
the man, he is liberated from the 
slavery of sin.

James, on the other hand, makes 
‘good works’ a condition for the 
justification and consequent sal-
vation of man. for James, faith 
without works is dead and so 
worthless. By quoting the exam-
ples of Abraham and Rahab from 
the old testament, James shows 
that they were justified by their 
actions. for Paul, the very same 
examples are proof of justifica-
tion by faith.

The Response Of A Mature 
Christian

how should a mature Christian 
react to the contrasts in emphasis 
we find in the foregoing paras? 
instead of jumping to conclusions 
and rushing to take sides with one 
or the other, a Christian should 
examine why the difference 
between these authors of the 
Bible, occurs. firstly, we should 
try to understand the purposes 
of these writers, who they were 
and to whom they were writing. 
Paul, unlike other apostles, was 
called by Jesus, appointed and 
given the specific tasks to carry 
the name of Jesus before the 
gentiles and the people of israel” 
(Acts.9:15). Paul was writing to a 
predominantly gentile audience. 
his overwhelming desire is to 
win souls for Christ. Bringing 

people to the faith in Christ is his 
primary concern. for him, the 
works of righteousness would 
follow once a man was brought to 
faith in Christ, for a man in Christ 
cannot continue to be a slave of 
sin any more.

James was entirely different 
from Paul. he was writing to a 
different audience altogether, to 
the twelve tribes scattered among 
the nations. we can presume 
that he was addressing those 
Jews who had already come to 
the knowledge of Christ, perhaps 
those who were scattered due 
to persecution because of their 
faith. his concern was that those 
who professed to be Christians 
should live and show their faith 
in their actions. for him, faith 
that did not show itself in action 
was false.

even for us living in the 
twenty-first century, this should 
be a serious concern. we tend to 
take things in an easy manner 
and lead our lives compromising 
the standards the Lord has laid 
down for us. Presuming that 
once saved and brought to be 
part of the body of Christ, we are 
safe from sinning, puts us clearly 
in the danger zone. Liberty in 
Christ should not lead us into 
licentiousness. Let us heed the 
instructions of James and try 
to live our faith to reflect the 
character of Christ at all times.



43Light of Life JULy 2018

Teachings Of James And The 
Lord

It is revealing to find certain 
parallels between the writings 
of James and the teachings of our 
Lord himself. James’ instructions 
about swearing are almost 
verbatim the same as what the 
Lord taught in the sermon on the 
mount (Cf.Jas.5:12;matt.5:33-36). 
James’ insistence on deeds is very 
similar to the Lord’s teaching, 
“Let your light shine before men, 
that they may see your good 
deeds and praise your father in 
heaven” (matt.5:16). As clinching 
evidence to the importance of 
deeds proving our Christian 
faith as genuine, look at matthew 
25:31-46, where Jesus is giving 
us a glimpse of the final judgment 
scene, where people are divided 
into ‘sheep and goats’. what is 
the criterion for dividing into 
those on the left and those on the 
right? “whatever you did to one 
of the least of these brothers of 
mine, you did for me.” the Lord’s 
emphasis is surely on deeds and 
not on faith, though without faith 
one may not even come to the 
deeds. take for example, mother 
teresa. without faith compelling 
her, would she have left her 
cosy, comfortable convent life 
and ventured in to the streets of 
Calcutta, to care for the dying and 
to give them dignity at least in 
death?

Conclusion

Although there have been 
discussions, debates and 
differences among the Bible 
scholars about the relative 
merits of James’ writings with 
those of Paul, the fact remains 
that both constitute parts of 
the holy Scriptures handed 
down to us. this could not have 
happened without the influence 
and guidance of the holy Spirit 
exercised through men of god. 
hence, instead of viewing them in 
contrast with each other we ought 
to treat them as complementing 
each other. Apostle Paul’s stress 
on the grace of god, taken hold of 
by man through faith, is important 
for attaining salvation. once part 
of the body of Christ, having gone 
through the born again experience 
and obtaining the assurance of 
salvation, let us not go easy on 
showing our faith through our 
deeds. there is no greater joy to 
the devil than in seeing a saved 
soul perishing through laxity in 
practising what he professes. Let 
the good Lord guard us all from 
the devil’s trap of assuming that 
once we are saved we can take 
things easy.

K. P. Luke Vydhian  
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WISDOM: GOD’S VIEW 
VERSUS MAN’S

God’s view of wisdom is in direct contrast to man’s view of wisdom.

A young naval ensign 
embarked on his first 
voyage across the ocean 

from england to America. that 
was the ensign’s first opportunity 
to show his abilities in handling 
the ship. he issued orders and 
the ship left towards the open 
sea. Just then there was a radio 
message for him. he felt happy and 
thought that was a congratulatory 
message. But the message said, 
“you have completed the exercise 
with amazing speed, but you 
have overlooked an important 
rule. make sure the captain was 
aboard before getting underway.” 
it was signed by the captain. Like 
the young ensign, many people 
prepare eagerly for life’s journey, 
failing to ask god to be in control. 
Such people will never come to 
the knowledge of truth.

man’s view of wisdom is ac-
cumulated bookish knowledge, 
scientific learning and the abil-
ity to philosophise. this kind of 
wisdom, they equate with knowl-
edge. the ancient greeks would 

JANET EDWIN have agreed with this definition. 
As Luke observed, they revelled 
in knowledge. All Athenians spent 
their time either telling or hear-
ing something new. they loved 
to spin ideas and philosophise 
about life, but their findings had 
no real bearing.

god’s view of wisdom is in direct 
contrast to man’s view of wisdom. 
According to the Bible, the fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom. true wisdom comes 
from one’s believing in god. 
one must search for wisdom as 
hidden treasure, and then he 
will find the knowledge of God. 
Let us illustrate this with some 
characters from the Bible. Daniel 
purposed in his heart not to 
defile himself with the portion of 
the king’s meat and he was called 
the beloved of god. Joseph found 
favour with god and whatever he 
did, it prospered. in Acts, Stephen 
was full of the wisdom of god and 
nobody could resist his wisdom 
and spirit by which he spoke. with 
the great wisdom which god gave 
him, Paul also preached Jesus 

Continued on pg 47



46Light of Life JULy 2018

there were crowds galore, as Jesus went ministering,  
says the gospel (matt.4:25). 

what actually made them come, as it were, under his ‘spell’? 
Did you ever analyse why different categories of people,

were following him with so much of passion?

In the first category were people who merely wanted from Jesus,
The cure for their physical infirmity.

in the second category were ones’ whose motives of following him,
had everything to do with culinary (Jn.6:26).

in the third category, were critical religious leaders,
who were always around (mk.2:1-12),

their hearts, instead of love, with hatred did abound.

oh yes, the fourth category comprised the  
chauvinistic Jewish folk (matt.21:9),

who were keen to see Jesus with,
his miraculous powers overthrow the Roman yoke.

not for them the spiritual liberty,
Which Jesus wanted to offer from sin.

they wanted to be free from Roman levy,
Rather than from spiritual leaven.

In the fifth category was the curious one,
who wanted to see what miracles in the Lord’s name was done.

having seen a great act performed,
He would return home satisfied without being reformed.

Then there was the final category
the reformed committed lot, full of loyalty.

not for them, anything worldly,
they desired Jesus for his own sake,

willing to put everything at stake.

OF CROWDS AND CHRIST
Not everyone in the crowd is after Jesus.

SURESH MANOHARAN
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they were about 120 in number says the Book of Acts,
Verse 15 of Chapter 1 therein spells out the facts.

these were the ‘pearls’ the Saviour would use on the  
Day of Pentecost,

to bring about the birth of the church,
Which would stand firm, whatever be the cost.

Dear follower of Christ, to which of these categories do you belong?
in the face of adversity, would you stand strong?

if you are following the Saviour, purely for Salvation sake,
then cheer up, you are on a strong ground,
no problem on earth can your faith shake!

Suresh Manoharan  
is associate-cum-youth   

pastor in Christian   
Fellowship Church,  

Hyderabad.

everywhere. Solomon was a very 
wise man and there was nothing 
that he did not know. But he did 
not surrender himself to god and 
his latter end was pitiable.

hence, to be blessed in life, 
one should aspire to possess the 
wisdom to know god, believe 

Janet Edwin  
is a retired Professor 

of English from Tamil 
Nadu Education Service, 

Chennai.

in him and honour him. that is 
what matters in life!

Continued from pg 45

We count on 
your prayers!

As we at Light of Life seek to fulfil this ministry for the 
edification of our readers, we seek your prayers for God’s  
anointing, blessings, provisions and guidance. Thank you.
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textiles fascinate me. 
Before god called me 
into the field of Christian 

counselling, he gave me a 
wonderful exposure to the world 
of fabrics including woollen and 
silk carpets and accessories that 
are handwoven in different parts 
of india. i can write a little about 
vegetable dyed, block printed and 
hand painted Kalamkari fabrics; 
luxurious cotton sarees with 
intricately woven silk borders and 
rich palloos; and Pochampally ikat 
or Rajasthani tie & dye sarees. But 
silk carpets captured my heart.

the way woollen and silk 
carpets are woven in Badohi and 
other parts of Uttar Pradesh is 
fascinating. these carpets are 
rhythmically and painstakingly 
hand-knotted. A row of six to eight 
children are seated on a bench 
in front of an upright loom with 
warp yarn. An elderly man with 
a life-time of knotting experience 
has committed the designs to 
his memory in the form of songs 
containing the code. As he sings 

WEAVE PRAYER INTO 
YOUR LIFE

God has the best designs.

SAMSON GANDHI the song, the children decode 
it and put the appropriate knot 
using a woollen yarn of a specific 
colour on the warp strings. their 
delicate but nimble fingers do 
the impossible. Looking at the 
carpet being woven, either from 
the front or the back leaves you 
totally clueless as to what the 
final design would be. But once 
all the knots are put and an expert 
shearer clips away the extra 
wool/silk, it is washed and dried; 
then the intricate design emerges 
gloriously. 

i believe our prayers must 
be woven, heart-knotted if you 
like, on the warp threads of 
our relationships with god and 
people. we must listen to the 
heart-song of god, seek the help 
of the holy Spirit to decode it and 
learn to put those prayer knots. if 
we knot prayers without listening 
to the master weaver, the design 
of our life can be quite distorted 
and meaningless.

Prayer is the soul of our 
relationship with god. take away 
prayer and there is no soul in 



50Light of Life JULy 2018

our relationship with him. then 
our prayers are mere attempts 
to transact with god. “i will go to 
church regularly, please give me 
success in my exams or job,” could 
be one such transactional prayer. 
if you want to succeed in exams, 
work hard at your studies. god 
is not going to write your exams. 
he is not going to work in your 
place at your job. So, when you 
pray and ask god to help you in 
writing your exams well, he will 
first ask you to work hard and give 
it priority and burn the midnight 
oil right from day one and not just 
the day before your exams. that’s 
what he will tell you when you 
pray. if you pray and ask him to 
give you promotion, he will ask 
you to work sincerely, honestly 
and creatively to add value to the 
company so that the superiors 
will be able to see the grace of 
god (your inclination for sincere 
and hard work) upon you and 
promote you to add more value 
to the company. the point i am 
making is that prayer does not 
make you successful, but prayer 
can put you in touch with the 
powerhouse of god; it can align 
you to his purposes and help 
you to plan; and motivate you to 
give you one hundred percent. So 
weave prayers in every area of 
your life. 

when you work hard like this, 
you would imagine success is 
guaranteed. you believe you 
are sincere and righteous and 
therefore you will succeed; the 
other fellow is not and he will fail. 
But read the psalmist’s lament 
(Psa.73) and the ‘aha’ moment 
when he went to seek god in 
prayer for understanding (v.17). 
He was flabbergasted that the 
wicked were prospering and 
the righteous were feeling that 
it was futile to be righteous. But 
when the psalmist went into the 
house of god, looked to god for 
understanding, he was given the 
insight of the sudden destruction 
of the wicked, but the righteous 
would flourish under Him. Prayer 
to me is to set my heart in the 
direction of god, engage with him 
to seek the truth and accept his 
revelation. Such prayers are woven 
into life experiences that usher us 
into higher spheres of faith.

A few years back, a team of staff 
from the electricity department 
had come to install a power cable 
to a new house. it was running 
across from the electric pole on 
one side of the road to the side of 
the house. it was very interesting. 
they had a power cable properly 
clad in all-weather resistant 
polymer that would bring the 
power from the pole to the house. 
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But they also started to couple a 
strong iron cable to the insulated 
power cable to give it support, 
prevent it from snapping and 
ensure smooth uninterrupted 
power supply. Likewise, i believe, 
our prayer too is an iron cable 
that ensures uninterrupted and 
unbroken power into all that we 
do to light up this world. Prayer 
will enable us to fight all sorts 
of storms in life and give us 
uninterrupted power to continue 
living for god. Let us couple or 
bind prayer to what we do to fulfil 
his purposes in our lives.

Jesus prayed early in the 
morning, before he took upon 
important assignments (appoint 
the twelve disciples) and 
spontaneously. morning prayers, 
evening prayers and prayers at 
meal times are habits of prayer. 
when we are about to embark on a 
new project and we pray, they are 
specific prayers. The spontaneous 
prayers are those that we 
shoot up to god, instinctively, 
naturally and spontaneously. Like 
breathing. you are on your way to 
meet a difficult client and you are 
feeling anxious. Pause and pray. i 
don’t mean, you stop driving the 
car, get out and pray; but while 
you are driving, pray with your 
eyes wide open to the traffic 
around. you are trying out a new 

recipe and guests are expected. 
you are anxious. Pray as you stir 
the broth. you are giving a bath 
to your toddler and you wonder 
why he has not yet learnt to walk 
confidently. As you massage his 
legs, pray that god would infuse 
strength into those legs. weave 
prayers into your life – into all the 
nano-steps that life is made of.

Actionable prayers are powerful 
and world transforming. the 
Bible says that with our heart 
we believe and with our mouth 
we confess. this is our faith. But 
also faith without works is dead. 
therefore, it follows that a prayer 
of faith must motivate our legs to 
go where he wants us to go and 
our hands to do what he wants 
us to do. we pray for a number of 
social needs and evils. But what 
are you doing about it? have those 
prayers percolated into your 
hands and feet to do something 
about them. you bemoan the poor 
condition of roads. But have you 
prayed that god would move the 
bureaucrats to get the job done. 
good, if you have prayed. But 
have you done something about 
it? Call the municipal office and 
register a complaint/request? 
have you written to the municipal 
Commissioner? written to the 
newspapers? finally, i know, 
when none of the above worked, a 
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group of senior citizens gathered 
and started filling up the pot holes 
themselves. then the authorities 
took action. Prayer and works go 
together. Life would then be less 
bumpy.

As we grow in prayer, god 
will give us maturity to pray the 
prayer of Jesus in the garden of 
gethsemane: “o my father, if 
it is possible, let this cup pass 
from me; nevertheless, not as 
i will, but as you will.” that is 
the greatest prayer. we need the 
wisdom of god to know when 
to persist like the importunate 
widow, and surrender and 
yield like Jesus in the garden of 

gethsemane. weave prayers into 
your challenges. the immediate 
outcomes may be grim, but the 
ultimate goal will be glorious. 
Such prayers are birthed in the 
hearts that are set in eternity. 
Become the clay the Potter can 
design you into. 

“he set eternity in our hearts,” 
(therefore,) “Set your mind on 
things above, not on things on the 
earth” (eccl.3:11;Col.3:2).
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Peter was first filled with 
the holy Spirit in Acts 
2. i see some unique 

areas where Peter fundamentally 
changed when he was filled with 
the holy Spirit. i see these as 
marks that i can look for, as i seek 
the baptism of the holy Spirit.

1. Peter had divine authority 
to boldly stand against the 
Christian religious system.

Peter was bold by nature. he 
was quick to ask Jesus if he too 
could walk on water. he was quick 
to respond to Jesus’ questions, 
and drew his sword to defend 
Jesus. But there was a difference 
between Peter’s human boldness 
before the day of Pentecost and the 
divine authority in him after the 
day of Pentecost. Human boldness 
will be based on circumstances. But 
divine authority even disregards 
human religiosity.

it is one thing to stand up 
against the spirit of the world in 
non-Christians, but another thing 
altogether to stand up against 
the spirit of the world in religious 

THE MAKING OF PETER 
THE DISCIPLE- 14

Disciples are filled with the Holy Spirit

SANDEEP POONEN Christians. the holy Spirit gave 
Peter the boldness to speak up 
against the religious leaders who 
clung to the mosaic law (Acts.4:5-
12). In his very first sermon, he 
told the crowd: “you nailed [Jesus] 
to a cross by the hands of godless 
men and put him to death” 
(Acts.2:22-23). imagine calling 
out your listeners as murderers. 
Peter was unafraid to speak out 
for truth; he was only interested 
in pleasing god. Peter had seen 
this true spiritual authority first 
in Jesus (matt.7:28-29). now 
that Peter was filled with the 
holy Spirit, he too had the same 
Spirit of boldness that Jesus had. 
what linked Peter and John with 
Jesus was the confidence with 
which they boldly stood against 
the religious leaders (Acts.4:13). 
Jesus’ disciples were truly 
following in his footsteps.

that said, there can be a lot 
of foolishness by people who 
think they are standing up 
for Jesus with misplaced zeal. 
the authenticity of our zeal 
must be proven by following 
other marks that should also 
accompany it.
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2. Peter was united with the 
disciples.

Just two months prior, all the 
disciples were seeking to be the 
greatest (Lk.22:24). the poison of 
self-seeking sneaks even into our 
desires to follow god (exo.28:38). 
if we want to attack the root of 
pride and selfishness, we need the 
holy Spirit. Jesus helps us attack 
the root of sin by immersing us in 
the holy Spirit (matt.3:10-12).

When the disciples were filled 
with the holy Spirit, however, they 
were different. Even though Peter 
spoke, he stood with the others 
(Acts.2:14). then, after Peter’s 
sermon resulted in thousands 
repenting and being baptised, 
he lived life together with the 
other disciples (Acts.2:42-47). in 
the first healing post-Pentecost, 
Peter walked with John (Acts.3:1). 
Peter, the brash and borderline-
militant one, walked with John, 
the quieter and even touchy-feely 
one (leaning on Jesus’ breast at 
the last supper). filled with the 
holy Spirit, they were united in 
purpose to glorify Jesus.

This is drastically different from 
life under the old Covenant and 
its lone prophets. now, the holy 
Spirit’s ministry invariably had 
two or more disciples walking 
together. Jesus promised to be 
present where just two or three 
were gathered (matt.18:20). 
this was the kind of ministry 

ordained by Jesus (matt.10), and 
exemplified in the lives of Peter, 
John, Paul, etc. even after Paul’s 
split with Barnabas (Acts.15:39-
40), we see him choosing another 
godly brother (Silas) to work 
with.

when the holy Spirit comes 
to live inside of us, he comes to 
unite us with those who are also 
one with him. god doesn’t want 
individuals; he wants to work 
through a united body of people 
in Christ. Jesus’ biggest burden in 
his prayer to the father in John 
17 was unity among his disciples. 
And decades later, John longs for 
fellowship with other believers 
(1Jn.1:3-4). Increasing unity in 
the local church despite varied 
personalities is a clear proof of the 
work of the Holy Spirit!

3. Peter receives the gifts of 
the Spirit.

on the day of Pentecost, the holy 
Spirit filled all (about 120) who 
were praying together, and they 
all received the gift of the holy 
Spirit to speak in other languages. 
And we see that the apostles 
received the gift to heal the sick, 
perform miracles, and raise the 
dead. But the supernatural is 
also fertile ground for the devil to 
counterfeit and confuse people. 
we are clearly promised several 
gifts, so we must continue to seek 
true supernatural works of god. 
And here are a couple of questions 
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that can easily separate the true 
from the counterfeit.

a. Is it used to bless others 
and bring others to the Lord? 
in Acts 2:5-11, we read that 
the gift of tongues was used to 
communicate the ‘mighty deeds of 
god’ (v.11) to the various cultures 
that were present there. And this 
resulted in 3000 souls repenting 
of their sins and turning to god 
(v.41). then in Acts 3, we read 
about the lame man who was able 
to walk by the power of the name 
of Jesus. But the miracle was not 
to glorify Peter – 5000 men ended 
up believing the message that 
Jesus had been raised from the 
dead (Acts.4:2-4). in Acts 9:36-42, 
we read that Peter raised a lady 
named tabitha from the dead. 
But here too, the impact was that 
many believed in the Lord in that 
city (v.42).

A distinctive of the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit was that there must 
be a distinct turning to the Lord 
(repentance). the gifts of the 
Spirit are to be used only to 
draw people back to god and his 
love. if that doesn’t happen, it is 
useless.

b. Do I stand to gain personally 
(especially monetarily) from 
the gift? the gifts of the Spirit 
are not for us to become rich, 
impress others, or build empires 
for ourselves. i disregard a lot of 
Christian miracles because there 

is so much abuse of money and 
earthly honour in it.

1 Corinthians 13:1-3 is clear 
that we can have fantastic gifts 
and unbelievable acts of sacrifice, 
but these will be all absolutely 
worthless if they do not come 
from a heart that truly loves the 
Lord, and if it does not provoke 
a love for god among others as 
well. we must continuously judge 
ourselves with brutal honesty, in 
our desire to seek any and all of 
the gifts of the holy Spirit! then, 
we can rest knowing that god will 
give according to his discretion 
and plan for our lives.

4. There is a clear and 
immediate focus on holiness.

 Peter had failed Jesus more 
than any of the other disciples. 
But after he was filled with the 
holy Spirit and empowered to be 
a doorkeeper of the early church, 
holiness was paramount. Peter’s 
first exhortation in his sermon 
was to repent (Acts.2:37-40). 
he kept stressing this (v.4) over 
and over again: “We are living 
in a perverse, wicked and unholy 
generation. And we need to be 
saved from it – and the answer is 
Jesus Christ.”

This is the mark of people filled 
with the holy Spirit. there is a 
longing for increasing holiness 
– in themselves first, but also all 
around them. I find this to be a 
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very effective test to discern a 
true moving of the holy Spirit 
from counterfeits. A true moving 
of the holy Spirit will always 
be accompanied by a pulsing 
irresistible desire for holiness. 
where the longing to turn from 
sin is absent, i reject all claims of 
holy Spirit revival.

this longing for holiness works 
in us individually but also in 
the church. the church is the 
bride of Christ being prepared 
in perfect purity for the greatest 
of weddings. And the holy Spirit, 
who is preparing the bride, 
is deeply grieved when she is 
tainted with sin.

the story of Ananias and 
Sapphira (Acts.5:1-11) tells us 
just how seriously god takes sin 
in the church. it is god’s mercy 
that many have lied in the church 
over the years and escaped harsh 
punishment. But we know that sin 
in the church is serious, because 
we see how seriously god took 
sin when establishing his church 
at the start.

It is important to recognise 
that the first death in the New 
Covenant church was not through 
persecution and martyrdom 
(Stephen) through evil people. It 
was punishment by God against 
the sin of hypocrisy (Ananias 
and Sapphira). this is telling of 
judgement that begins in the 
house of god (1Pet.4:17). god 
is interested first and foremost 
in keeping his own house pure. 
his disciples should therefore be 
most interested in making sure 
that their own bodies and their 
own churches are kept pure from 
sin. the church may face death 
through persecution from the 
world. But the church should 
never lose its own primary focus 
on holiness within.
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FROM DEPRESSION TO 
PRAISE

DANIEL SATHIARAJ

i said to myself many times, “i 
am useless,” or “i am good for 
nothing,” or “i cannot do this 

or that.” i was very sad. i did not 
smile for weeks.  I was suffering 
from satanic depression.

At that time, in 1991, i was 
doing my Bachelor of Divinity 
course, by extension, through 
Union Biblical Seminary, Pune. i 
was interested in subjects such 
as old testament theology. for 
one of the assignments, i was 
going through the messianic 
prophecies. An aspect of the 
messiah is his kingship over the 
world. there are certain psalms, 
written hundreds of years before 
Christ, which portray his divinity 
and career.

Let me quote two of these 
passages.

the Lord says to my Lord 
(Christ),

    “Sit at my right hand

until i put your enemies

    a footstool for your feet” 
(Psa.110:1).

All kings will bow down to him
and all nations will serve him.
for he will deliver the needy 

who cry out,
    the afflicted who have no one 

to help.
he will take pity on the weak and 

the needy
    and save the needy from death.

he will rescue them from 
oppression and violence,

    for precious is their blood in 
his sight (Psa.72:11-14).

when i was going through these 
and other related verses, it was 
obvious to me that Jesus Christ is 
the One who is fulfilling all these 
prophecies. So i said audibly, 
“Praise the Lord.”

immediately, i felt the weight 
of satanic depression being lifted 
from my head. in response, again 
i praised god. Since he has healed 
me, my negative thoughts and 
words disappeared for his glory. i 
could smile again, and I was filled 
with joy. he gave me a new song. 
Since then, i have been serving 
our great god.
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HOUSE ON THE ROCk

FELIX FERNANDES

Wise and the foolish, their house they built. 
Both houses seemed alike, without a tilt, 
From the outside, they looked so neat,  
The foundation was, deep underneath. 

Both houses had, same shape and size, 
Appeared the same, one builder was wise 

Both seemed strong, rooted and block, 
Foolish built on sand, the wise on the rock.

Rain and storm would reveal their stay.  
The others know, on the judgment day.  

The foolish man’s house crumbled and fell 
The wise man’s work, had a story to tell. 

The wise and the foolish, in Jesus believed, 
The wise obeyed, the other didn’t heed 

The foolish man’s reputation, others could see 
Lacked obedience, few could perceive.

The path of the saints, is to live by faith, 
Trusting God, till we reach the gate. 

It is well said, “There is no other way. 
To be happy in Jesus: trust and obey.”

Many good sermons, we can recount, 
None greater, then ‘Sermon on the mount’. 

If His words, we obey, Jesus said to the flock. 
We’d be like a wise man, who built on the rock.



59Light of Life JULy 2018

Book of Isaiah 24 to 39 
New International Version (IBS) or Zondervan

Crossword 52

Send in your answers with Bible references by e-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, 
to reach Light of Life, Post Box 4576, 21-ymCA Road, mumbai Central, mumbai 400008, not 
later than August 5, 2018. Please indicate your name, address and Light of Life Subscription 
number while sending the answers. 

J. Fredric Dawson
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Clues Across:

1. “the fool speaks folly, his mind is busy 
with evil: he practices ……… and spreads 
error concerning the Lord.” (ch     vs    )

7. “See, the Lord is going to lay waste the 
earth and ……….. it; he will ruin its face 
and scatter its inhabitants.” (ch      vs       )

8. “woe to the obstinate children,” declares 
the Lord, “to those who carry out plans 
that are not mine, forming an alliance, 
but not by my spirit, heaping … upon …;”  
(ch     vs     )

9. “Look now, you are depending on egypt, 
that splintering reed of a staff, which ….. 
a man’s hand and wounds him if he leans 
on it!” (ch     vs       )

11. “But the commander replied, ‘was it only 
to your master and you that my master 
sent me to say these things, and not to the 
men sitting on the wall-who like you, will 
have to their own filth and drink their 
own …….?’” (ch      vs      )

12. “the Lord will cause men to hear his 
majestic voice and will make them see 

his …. coming down with raging anger 
and consuming fire, with cloudburst, 
thunderstorm and hail.” (ch     vs    )

14. “it will be the same for priest as for the 
people, for master as for servant, for 
mistress as for maid, for seller as for ……, 
for borrower as for lender, for debtor as 
for creditor.” (ch     vs     )

16. “then the eyes of the blind will be …… 
and the ears of the deaf unstopped” 
(word used in the present tense)  
(ch      vs       )

17. “he allots their portions; his hand ……….
them by measure.” (ch    vs     )

Clues Down    
1. ”my people will live in peaceful dwelling 

places, in secure homes, in ……… places of 
rest.” (ch    vs     )

2. “it will burst into blossom; it will rejoice 
greatly and shout for joy. the glory of 
Lebanon will be …….. to it, the splendor of 
Carmel and Sharon.” (ch     vs      )

3. “the ruthless will vanish, the mockers 
will ………..,and all who have an eye for 
evil will be cut down.” (ch     vs      )



60Light of Life JULy 2018

Answers to Crossword 50 (Song of Songs)
Clues Down:

1. descending (4:1)     

2. Ivory (5:14)       

3. aloes (4:14)    

4. Mandrakes (7:13) 

6. across (2:8)        

7. Seat (3:10)       

12. Or (8:14)

14. Taken (5:3)         

17. nut (6:11)  

 19. Sun (1:6) 

Clues Across:
1.  darling (5:2)    
3. arm (2:6 or 8:3)
5. Shadows (4:6)   
8. Own (1:6)
9. eye (6:5)           
10. early (7:12)
11. to (8:11)     
13. Desert (3:6) 
15. rock (2:14)
16. no (4:7)
18. kisses (1:2)   
20. Attendance (8:13)

 Crossword 50  Winners 

4. “Then you will defile your idols overlaid 
with silver and your ……. covered with 
gold; you will throw them away like a 
menstrual cloth.” (ch     vs     )

5. “… and all who have an …. for evil will be 
cut down.” (ch     vs     )

6. “hezekiah received the envoys gladly 
and showed them what was in his ……….”  
(ch     vs   )

10. “in that day, the Lord will punish 
with his sword, his fierce, great and 

powerful sword, Leviathan the gliding ..,”  
(ch     vs     )

13. “the hand of the Lord will rest on this 
mountain; but …. will be trampled under 
him as straw is trampled down in the 
manure.” (ch     vs     )

15. “this year you will ….. what grows by 
itself, and the second year what springs 
from that, But in the third year sow 
and reap, plant vineyards and …. their 
fruit.”(ch    vs    )
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WORD AND 
THE WORLD

W
OR

D AND THE WORLD

CYRIL GEORGESON

THE FOUNDATION  
OF HIS THRONE

An old man lived alone in 
Russia. he wanted to dig 
his carrot garden, but 

it was very hard work. his only 
son, who would have helped him, 
was in prison, unjustly framed 
in a case of bank robbery. the 
old man wrote a letter to his son 
and mentioned his predicament. 
Shortly, he received this reply, 
“for heaven’s sake, Dad, don’t 
dig up that garden, that’s 
where i buried the guns and 
the money!” At 4 am the next 
morning, a dozen policemen 
showed up and dug up the 
entire garden, without finding 
any money. Confused, the old 
man wrote another note to his 
son telling him what happened 
and asking him what to do next. 
his son’s reply was, “now plant 
your carrots, Dad. it’s the best i 
could do from here.”

we feel good at the way things 
turned out in this story because 
we hunger for a world of justice. 
there is no doubt that injustice 
is abounding. the oppressed, the 
marginalised and the poor find 

themselves in the fringes more 
than ever. 

That’s Not Fair

though the dowry system is 
no longer legal in this part of the 
world, thousands and thousands 
of women are murdered each 
year over dowry disputes. many 
women and girls face daily bru-
tality for nothing more than be-
ing female. According to the 2011 
census report, only two states in 
india – Kerala and Puducherry 
have more women than men. on 
the other extreme (more men 
than women) are Uttar Pradesh 
with 91 lakhs more men than 
women, followed by Bihar with 
44 lakh more men and maharash-
tra with 41 lakhs more men. in-
dia as a whole has 3.5 crore more 
men than women! the negative 
gender ratio can be attributed to 
excess mortality of women and 
girls, physical and sexual vio-
lence, and both direct and indi-
rect discrimination in the provi-
sion of food, medical treatment, 
and education.

over 550 million illiterate 
adults in the world are women, 
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outnumbering men by almost 3:1. 
the United nation notes that this 
lack of education is a significant 
contributor in promoting poverty, 
higher hiV infection rates, and 
vulnerability to exploitation and 
trafficking.

Looking at things economically 
– as of 2012, only three percent 
of india’s population owns a car/
scooter, air conditioner, televi-
sion, fridge or computer. Ap-
proximately 850 million people 
in india still subsist on less than 
Rs. 130 per day.

Do Justice

the good book teaches us that 
“Righteousness and justice are 
the foundation of god’s throne.” 
And because justice is rooted in 
the very character of god, “the 
righteous care about justice for 
the poor, but the wicked have no 
such concern.” So, engaging with 
the world and the systems of the 
world to be a catalyst for justice is 
part of the calling of the disciple 
of Jesus Christ.

when timothy Keller was pro-
fessor at a theological seminary 
in the mid-eighties, one of his 
students was a young man named 
mark gornik. one day they were 
standing at the copier and he told 
tim that he was about to move 
into Sandtown, one of the poorest 
and dangerous neighbourhoods 
in Baltimore. Keller remembers 
being quite surprised. when 

asked why, he said simply, “to do 
justice.”

it had been decades since any 
white people had moved into 
Sandtown. For the first couple of 
years there, it was touch and go. 
mark told a reporter, “the police 
thought i was a drug dealer, and 
the drug dealers thought i was a 
police officer. So, for a while there, 
i didn’t know who was going to 
shoot me first.”

yet over the years mark, along 
with leaders in the community, 
established a church and a 
comprehensive set of ministries 
that have slowly transformed the 
neighbourhood.

there are many Christians who 
have piety-ised their faith to just 
prayer, Bible reading, church go-
ing and tithing. their engage-
ment in the world is minimal – no 
need to dirty their hands. But Je-
sus has some scorching remarks 
addressed to those who are re-
ligious in this manner – “woe 
to you, teachers of the law and 
Pharisees, you hypocrites! you 
give a tenth of your spices—mint, 
dill and cummin. But you have ne-
glected the more important mat-
ters of the law—justice, mercy 
and faithfulness.” 

most would like to go through 
life without having to deal with any 
challenges outside their homes, or 
at most workplaces and church. 
But, that is really not an option 
for the disciple of Christ. martin 
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niemöller (1892–1984) was a 
prominent Protestant pastor who 
emerged as an outspoken public 
foe of Adolf hitler and spent the 
last seven years of nazi rule in 
concentration camps. niemöller 
is perhaps best remembered for 
the quotation: “first they came 
for the socialists, and i did not 
speak out – because i was not a 
socialist. then they came for the 
trade unionists, and i did not 
speak out – because i was not a 
trade unionist. then they came for 
the Jews, and i did not speak out 
– Because i was not a Jew. then 
they came for me – and there was 
no one left to speak for me.”

though, we should not just 
speak up just for self-preserva-
tion, often the poor, exploited and 
marginalised have no voice but 
ours. in the book of micah that 
answer to the question “what 
does the Lord require of you?” is 
“Do justice, love mercy and walk 
humbly with our god.” micah en-
lightens us that god is interested 
in these, more than religious ac-
tivity like offering sacrifices, etc.

Solid Hope

for those who are perceptive, 
it is obvious that there are many 
who escape justice in this world – 
the dictators who have plundered 
their peoples, the business 
tycoons who have exploited their 
employees, the religious leaders 
who have deceived their followers, 
the politically connected who 

escaped the short arm of the law 
and the parents who have abused 
their children. this could lead 
to a sense of disappointment for 
those who are passionate about 
justice.

But the Book of Revelation and 
other eschatological passages in 
scripture encourage us not to lose 
hope. these portions of scripture 
are not given just to satisfy our 
curiosity of what will happen in 
the future but are part of the whole 
counsel of god. in the third last 
chapter of the Bible, we see the 
great Judge sitting in judgment 
upon his throne and judging 
all. John writes in Revelation, 
“i saw the dead, the great and 
the small, standing before the 
throne, and books were opened; 
and another book was opened, 
which is the book of life; and the 
dead were judged from the things 
which were written in the books, 
according to their deeds. And the 
sea gave up the dead which were 
in it, and death and hades gave up 
the dead which were in them; and 
they were judged, every one of 
them according to their deeds.”

Yes, justice will finally be done 
to all by him who is seated on the 
throne whose foundations are 
justice and righteousness.

Cyril Georgeson  
lives in Mumbai and is 

an apologist, teacher 
and writer.
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NOTES ALONG 
THE JOURNEY

SPEAK THE WORD
OBY CHERIAN

“ “And how shall they hear 
without a preacher? … as it is 
written, how beautiful are the feet 
of them that preach the gospel of 
peace, and bring glad tidings of 
good things!” (Rom.10:14-15).

“So then faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of god” 
(Rom.10:17).

There are many methods that 
one can use, to discourage, de-
moralise or sometimes demol-
ish a person from witnessing 
in court. This is an incident I 
remember from a story I read 
many years ago. 

The next day was to be the trial. 
Roberto, one of the key Mafia 
members had defected to the side 
of the law and he was scheduled 
to depose in this sensational case 
where ‘the Boss’ was accused of 
multiple murders, drug dealing 
and a host of other offences.

Roberto’s house was being 
guarded round the clock by the 
FBI. But somehow on this crucial 
day a messenger from the gang, 
dressed like a delivery boy, was 

somehow able to slip up to the 
front door. The witness’s wife 
received the packet and gave it 
to her husband. He went to his 
room and opened the cardboard 
box gingerly. Within, wrapped 
in delicate tissue, was a canary 
with a broken neck, the bird was 
dead but still warm to touch. At 
the sight of this spectre, Roberto 
grew pale, a knot formed in 
the pit of his stomach and as it 
tightened, his hands and knees 
began to shake in fear. The next 
day, as hoped for by the mob, 
Roberto was a nervous wreck, 
and the prosecution could not 
get a word out of the poor man.

We are witness to the world, 
and we are often asked to give the 
word of God. The intimidation 
that we receive may not be as 
deadly as what was delivered to 
Roberto, yet there are a myriad 
ways in which the enemy can 
try to stop us from speaking 
out. One of the ways is to point 
out that we have not lived what 
we preach. With this suggestion 
will come memories of previous 
shortcomings. It is true that we 
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.

have to work God’s word into our 
lives but if we wait to be perfect 
before we witness to what God 
has done in our lives and what 
he has taught us, then we might 
always remain silent.

Speaking does not come easily 
to me. Often when I get asked 
to give a message I accept it 
prayerfully but reluctantly, 
because it involves hours of 
preparation. But I have found 
that every time I have preached 
the word of God, the message 
has not only helped the hearers, 
but they also helped me. They 
helped me to practise it a little 
better in my life. It helped the 
word to become flesh. It helped 
me to make it my own. When 
Paul says faith comes from 
hearing, it could also be that the 
hearing may come from our own 
words spoken before the church 
or before any group.

So the next time the devil tells 
you not to share because you 
have not lived it 100% – don’t 

be taken in by it. Speak out with 
humility and perhaps a confession 
to the audience that you have not 
got it all together, but that you 
are striving along with them, 
learning along with them. We 
will see that it was worth the 
long hours of preparation and 
the words spoken not only help 
our brothers but they also edify 
us. When we give, we find we 
receive, when we feed others we 
are fed as well.

“Not that I have already 
obtained this or am already 
perfect; but I press on to make 
it my own, because Christ Jesus 
has made me his own. Brethren, 
I do not consider that I have 
made it my own; but one thing 
I do, forgetting what lies behind 
and straining forward to what 
lies ahead, I press on toward the 
goal” (Php.3:12,13).

ReAdeRs!
If you like this magazine, tell others. if not, tell us.  

either way, we would like to hear from you.

Light of Life 
P. O. Box No. 4576, 21, YmCA Road, mumbai, Central, mumbai 400 008 

E-mail: lightoflife1@rediffmail.com
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sam Higginbottom University of 
Agriculture, Technology & sciences

(U.P. State Act State Act No. 35 of 2016, as passed by the Uttar 
Pradesh Legislature)

Centre for Advanced Theological 
studies

Invites Application for
Ph.d. in Christian studies

SHUATS is now accepting through its Centre for Advanced Theological 
Studies (CATS) applications for Ph.D. programme in Christian Studies 
(Six Semester). 

This programme is offered in a compressed semester format and will 
allow qualified candidates to pursue research while maintaining tenure 
in their respective institutions. 

eligibility Criteria: 
(a) University master’s level qualification in any discipline. 

OR
(b) Candidates having a Bachelor degree in any discipline from a 

recognized university with a theological degree from a reputed 
seminary can be enrolled in the third semester (Second Year) of 
mA Christian Studies offered by Faculty of Theology SHUATS 
before entering to PhD programme.

Cost of the Programme:   
M.A. Christian studies – Rs. 8500/- per semester
Ph.d. Christian studies -Rs. 36,000/- per semester

Last date of the submission of the form is 15th October, 2018. 
Interview, Entrance Exam & Orientation will be held on 13-14 
November 2018 at Faculty of Theology, SHUATS, Allahabad.

The application forms can be downloaded from the SHUATS website 

http://shuats.edu.in/forms/phd_christian_studies.pdf

For further information you may contact:
deputy Registrar 
Faculty of Theology, 
sHUATs, - Naini, Allahabad-211007, U.P., India.  
Contact: 0532-2684507, 08953807646 
email Id:mathew.samp@gmail.com
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News

14 Kandhamal Victims 
Receive Compensation

(Ct):fourteen Kandhamal victims 
have received compensation 
of Rupees three Lakhs each 
following writ petitions filed by 
lawyers of Alliance Defending 
freedom (ADf) india in the 
high Court. According to ADf, 
the home Department said 
that an additional amount of 
Rs.15,33,20,000 have already 
been placed at the disposal 
of the Collector, Kandhamal 
with necessary instructions to 
disburse the amount.

“Justice has been granted to the 
victims of religious persecution 
in india. we welcome the decision 
of the high Court to compensate 
the families which suffered under 
the Kandhamal violence almost 
ten years ago,” said a human 
rights lawyer and Director of ADf 
india, who litigated the cases on 
behalf of the victims of violence 
in Kandhamal.

the victims are those who 
lost their families due to the 
anti-Christian violence in 2008 
that spread over 615 villages. 
the perpetrators of violence 
destroyed around 7500 houses, 
395 churches, 42 schools and 

more than 150000 people were 
displaced. nearly 100 Christians 
were killed.

20% Increase In Atrocities 
Against Christians In 2017

(wwm): Amid growing extreme 
hindu nationalism in india, 
dozens of speakers have called 
for concerted action to uphold 
the country’s constitution 
and fundamental rights, at a 
conference to mark four years of 
government led by Prime minister 
narendra modi.

“there is a grave threat to 
plurality,” Prof. ganesh narayan 
Devy, a scholar on india’s religious 
and linguistic diversity, told the 
‘Citizens’ Conclave’ on ‘Building 
an inclusive india’ in new Delhi, 
attended by over 800 delegates 
from across the country.

“we are living at a time when 
you are questioned about the 
food you eat, about the god 
you worship and branded as 
anti-national for expressing a 
different view (contrary to Hindu 
nationalism),” said Devy.

“they (hindu nationalists) 
demonise and attack us: 2017 
saw a 20 per cent increase in 
the number of atrocities against 
Christians,” said, tehmina Arora, 
a lawyer and director of rights 
group ADf india.

on the status of Christian 
minorities, she added: “when 
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you go to the police, they hardly 
cooperate and often refuse to 
register complaints. there is a 
growing culture of impunity. we 
could file only 25 criminal cases, 
as against the 240+ incidents 
reported in the year.”

Pastor’s Wife Hides Husband 
From Extremists

(mSn): in an attack on a church 
service in northern india that left 
a 55-year-old man unconscious, 
the wife of a pastor hid her 
husband after hindu extremists 
said they would kill him, sources 
said. women and children were 
not spared in the attack by 25 
masked extremists armed with 
wooden sticks on the full gospel 
Pentecostal Church in Baburia 
Khera, UP, after which police 
treated church members as 
criminals.

“they were looking for the 
pastor, saying, ‘we will kill him 
today,’” the pastor’s wife told 
morning Star news. She said, 
“we had hidden him inside a 
room and locked the room from 
outside. they went on hunting 
for him everywhere.” Ram Prasad, 
55, had tried to stop the attackers 
from hitting congregation 
members in the assault, and the 
hindu extremists seized him 
and beat him until he lost his 
consciousness, she said.

Anti-Conversion Bill Becomes 
Law In Uttarakhand

(mSn): Uttarakhand has become 
the seventh state in india to put 
anti-conversion legislation in 
force. the governor signed the 
freedom of Religion Bill which 
the state had passed. Uttarakhand 
now joins orissa, madhya 
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, gujarat, 
himachal Pradesh and Jharkhand 
as states that have adopted anti-
conversion bills, which hindu 
extremists routinely use to falsely 
accuse Christians of forcible or 
fraudulent conversion.

Dr. John Dayal, spokesman for 
the United Christian forum for 
human Rights, told morning 
Star news that enacting the 
anti-conversion law was driven 
by the ruling group’s communal 
agenda. “it fails the very basic 
test of explaining to the world 
the need for having such a law,” 
he said. “there is no forcible or 
fraudulent conversion in the state 
to the Christian or muslim or Sikh 
faiths shown either by the census 
data or by the police statistics.”

the new law makes forced 
conversions a non-bailable 
offense punishable by a jail term 
of between one and five years. If 
a victim of “forced conversion” 
is a minor, woman or person 
belonging to either a scheduled 
caste or a scheduled tribe, the 
minimum jail term is two years.
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the law also makes it mandatory 
to obtain permission from 
the state government prior to 
religious conversion.

Archbishop Faces Backlash 
Over Prayer Campaign

(gCn): the Archbishop of Delhi, 
Anil Couto, is facing backlash for 
a letter to Catholics calling for a 
prayer campaign for the “turbulent 
political atmosphere threatening 
democracy and secularism.” he 
added: “it is our practice to pray 
for our country and its political 
leaders all the time, but all the 
more so when we approach the 
general elections. As we look 
forward towards 2019 when we 
will have a new government, let 
us begin a prayer campaign for 

our country.” Couto included a 
prayer to be read in all churches 
in Delhi during the weekly mass. 
the prayer read: “may the ethos 
of true democracy envelop our 
elections with dignity and the 
flames of honest patriotism 
enkindle our political leaders. 
this is our cry, heavenly father, 
in these troubled times as we see 
the clouds eclipsing the light of 
truth, justice, and freedom.”

the seemingly innocuous 
letter brought the ire of the 
BJP which accuses the bishop 
of stoking communal interests. 
The Archbishop’s office replied 
that the letter did not mention 
any particular party and was not 
addressed to Prime minister 
modi.
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The digital version of the magazine is available as a PDF 
document, which is an exact copy of the print version. The 
document will be password protected and placed for download 
on the Light of Life web site at www.lightoflife-india.com/dm/
dm.html at the beginning of each month. 

The password will be intimated to the subscribers each month 
by e-mail. The document will be available on the site for that 
month and will be replaced by the latest issue each month.

Quite a few subscribers have switched over to the digital 
version of the magazine, and we understand that they are happy 
with the clarity and presentation of its contents. Moreover, this 
eliminates the problem of non-delivery of the magazine by the 
postal staff.

We request you to share this information with your relatives 
and friends, the youngsters in particular, and encourage them to 
subscribe for the digital version of the magazine. Thank you.

The current subscription rate is Rs.200 per year. You can 
subscribe by electronic bank transfer to Light of Life savings 
bank account No.003601021256 (IFSC Code ICIC0000036) 
in the Maratha Mandir Branch of ICICI Bank, followed by 
intimating the details by e-mail to

lightoflife1@rediffmail.com or lightoflife2777@gmail.com
Or, you can send the subscription through cheque/DD, drawn 

in favour of Light of Life Magazine, to 21 YMCA Road, 
Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400 008; but it is important that you 
send us your e-mail as well as postal address.

Editorial Board

Digital Magazine
Light of Life
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