
1Light of Life juLy 2017

(Total pages 72)July 2017

“the Gentiles also walk, 
in the FUTILITY of their MIND, 

being darkened in their understanding,  
… given THEMSELVES over to 

SENSUALITY for the practice of every  
kind of impurity with GREEDINESS...”

(Eph. 4:17-19)
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LETTERS

YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 
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Worth Reading Again

in the ‘Leadership Lessons’ 
in the April 2017 issue of 

Light of Life, the question: “Why 
would we choose to serve anyone 
else but god?” should have been 
correctly worded as, “Why should 
we Not choose to serve anyone 
but god?”

All the articles in the magazine 
are very good and worth reading 
again and meditating on. this 
matchless magazine is indeed a 
blessing to all those who read it 
seriously. hearty congratulations 
for the commendable work 
that is being done through the 
magazine.

M. P. Koshy, Mallappally West, 
Kerala.

Wonderful Articles

thank you very much 
for sending the March 

magazine, though late. i was 
happy to get the May issue on 2nd 
itself.

Was very happy to see Zac 
Poonen, P. Abraham, and Lily 
Abraham’s articles. of course, all 
the articles are good. May god 
bless your efforts in publishing 
wonderful articles.

Elizabeth Arthur, Vellore, TN.
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Editorial

WEB OF DECEIT

there is a resurgence 
these days in seeking 
after god by people 

who are desperately looking for 
answers, and many are coming 
to a personal knowledge of god 
even in miraculous ways. But 
on the other hand it is clear that 
the world on the whole is getting 
farther away from god at a speed 
never seen before. the german 
philosopher Nietzsche made the 
statement that god was dead! for 
a large number of people, god 
is becoming irrelevant. When 
scientists made the discovery 
of the higgs boson sub-atomic 
particle nicknamed the God 
particle, some of them said that 
it was now unnecessary to bring 
in the concept of god to be able 
to explain the universe. More 
grievous than all this is the moral 
decay that is sweeping the world. 
flouting of moral norms is being 
promoted through the media and 
lapped up by the general public 

with increasing abandon. if we 
look more carefully at what is 
happening overall in the world 
scene we can notice some strands 
of deception that are behind this 
development. these strands form 
part of a somewhat invisible web 
that connects them together. 
A coherent plan of deception 
seems to be at work when we 
take a broad look at this web of 
deception.

At the inner circle of the web 
we find the theory of evolution. 
Many people seem to assume 
that this has now become a 
proven fact, instead of remaining 
as just a theory, forgetting that 
the theory gets revised every 
now and then with some new 
discovery of facts that question 
the older theory and that there 
are still many serious questions 
that are left unanswered in the 
explanation. But what the theory 
has essentially accomplished is to 



6Light of Life juLy 2017

d

remove the requirement of god 
in many people’s minds as the 
Creator of the whole universe. 
once that is believed, out goes 
the need for being accountable 
to god for what we do with our 
lives. When we are just blobs of 
substance that exist on this earth 
for a short time, why should 
we have to bother about moral 
absolutes about right and wrong? 
if we are just animals, albeit the 
most highly evolved ones, should 
we not just try to be the ‘stronger’ 
among the others in different 
situations in order to survive and 
enjoy ourselves in the meantime? 
Why should we waste our time 
caring for others, among other 
things?

if there is no god and we are 
just biological products of chance, 
there is no basis for morality or 
any accountability for how we live 
our lives. But the fact of the matter 
is that the theory of evolution is 
not able to explain the sense of 
right and wrong we are all born 
with, whatever civilisation we 
are born into. how can we also 
explain the love we experience for 
others which sometimes prompts 
us to sacrifice something of ours 
for the good of others? or the 
awe we feel before breath-taking 
scenery or works of art? there is 
a metaphysical reality to human 
life which cannot be explained by 
chemical compositions.

once we are declared indepen-
dent of god, we automatically 
become the masters of our own 
lives and also our destiny. Apart 
from the rule of society which is 
thrust upon us, nobody can tell 
us what we ought to do or ought 
not. this is the second strand of 
deception that is being spread 
throughout the world. Psycholo-
gists tell parents to leave chil-
dren alone to have the freedom 
to develop their own individual 
personalities, and philosophers 
tell us that no one can impose his 
ideas on others, be they religious, 
cultural or traditional. having 
said this, what we actually find 
is that the real opposition is only 
against Christians sharing their 
concepts with others, including 
Christian parents with their chil-
dren. the name of jesus is not to 
be taken openly, and Christian 
values and principles must not 
be ‘imposed’ on others. ‘Christ-
mas’ gets converted to ‘holidays’ 
and Bible verses or the ten Com-
mandments should not be dis-
played in a way that would influ-
ence others. there is full freedom 
for other religions, cultures and 
tradition! When it comes to them, 
the key words are tolerance and 
respect! Christianity is put un-
der pressure to subjugate itself 
as just one of the many ways that 
lead to god. the logical fallacy of 
not being able to reconcile with 
the opposition to Christianity and 
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the proclamation by the other re-
ligions of being tolerant gets lost 
in the agitation against Christians 
claiming uniqueness of god.

if there is no god to give an 
account to, and we are just animals 
living on the earth for a short time, 
the goal of life becomes to ‘enjoy’. 
there is an abundance of ways in 
which we can enjoy life, be they 
through eating and drinking, 
partying, wearing fancy clothes 
and ornaments, entertainment 
of various types, sports, visiting 
new places, accumulation of 
wealth, attaining lofty positions 
in career or society, etc. if we just 
pause and think about it, we can 
see that a great percentage of 
human activities are taken up by 
this goal to enjoy and to provide 
this enjoyment. People run after 
enjoyment believing that it is 
what will satisfy them and bring 
meaning to their lives. this is 
another strand of deception 
within the web.

Such a goal is illusory – the more 
we enjoy these things, the less we 
feel satisfied and the more empty 
we feel. it is not infrequent to 
see people, who have seemingly 
reached the pinnacles of such 
enjoyment, find the emptiness 
too hard to manage and commit 
suicide. Blaise Pascal, a famous 
french mathematician and 
philosopher, put it like this: “there 
is a god-shaped vacuum in the 

heart of every man which cannot 
be filled by any created thing, but 
only by god the Creator, made 
known through jesus Christ.” for 
those created by god in his own 
image, ultimately only he can 
satisfy.

When we see ourselves as the 
supreme authority over our own 
life, independent of god or anyone 
else, what we want becomes 
paramount. We claim it as our 
right to be able to do whatever we 
want. individual wants become 
individual rights. once they are 
seen as rights, no one else has any 
right to oppose them! this is yet 
another strand of deception that 
is influencing the present way of 
thinking. As a result of falling for 
this deception, people are doing 
now what everyone used to know 
instinctively as being wrong – 
abortion, homosexual acts, to 
mention the most ‘popular’ acts 
– and others are taking pride 
in giving their social and legal 
support for such people. it has 
come to pass that people are 
glorying in what should have 
caused them shame (Php.3:19). 
this way of thinking and behaving 
is throwing the door wide open 
for immorality and sin to abound 
rapidly.

One offshoot of this strand 
of deception is to make people 
believe that personal rights 
supersede all other concerns. 



8Light of Life juLy 2017

d

The path of deliverance 
is only to return to God 
who created mankind. 

God is the one who 
defines right and wrong 

and what is good for 
man.

Normally when laws are made, 
people look at what is right or 
wrong, and what is good or bad 
for people. But recent rulings 
by courts show that they give 
precedence to personal rights 
even when it is obvious that such 
rights are leading to what is wrong 
or bad for individuals as well as 
society in general. Personal rights 
have been accorded unrealistic 
freedom.

When there is no God to define 
right and wrong, and individual 
freedom is given un-
due importance, mo-
rality is required to be 
thrown out! however, 
people still recogn-
ise that individuals 
have a sense of right 
and wrong within 
themselves that can-
not be ignored. the deceptive 
way many people have chosen to 
deal with this dilemma is to say  
that morality has to be relative 
to the individual – to be defined 
by each individual for himself 
and not to be imposed on others. 
obviously, this means that laws 
cannot be enacted that take into 
account commonly accepted val-
ues of morality. As a result, laws 
related to morality that used to 
exist are slowly being removed 
or at least not acted upon. Laws 
pertaining to adultery or homo-
sexual acts are disappearing!

Decay and degeneration of 
values are the result at the 
moment, and these are leading to 
more and more chaos in individual 
lives and society. “So this i say, 
and affirm together with the Lord, 
that you walk no longer just as the 
gentiles also walk, in the futility 
of their mind, being darkened in 
their understanding, excluded 
from the life of god because of 
the ignorance that is in them, 
because of the hardness of their 
heart; and they, having become 
callous, have given themselves 

over to sensuality for 
the practice of every 
kind of impurity 
with greediness” 
( e p h . 4 : 1 7 - 1 9 ) . 
thinking people have 
already started talking 
about the possibility 
in the near future of 

the destruction of society and 
even the extinction of mankind, 
if things progress in this 
direction.

the path of deliverance is only 
to return to god who created 
mankind. god is the one who 
defines right and wrong and what 
is good for man. one of the marks 
of our having been created in the 
image of god is the conscience 
with which we are all born 
because of which we instinctively 
know something is wrong before 
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we do it, or immediately after 
we do it. The only way to find a 
cohesive meaning of life is to let 
God into it and let Him define 
it. the only way to enjoy life 
and to find fulfilment is to walk 
according to his ways.

god has come down to man’s 
level, demonstrated his love for 
him by offering him forgiveness 
and acceptance at the cost of the 

Jacob Ninan

death of his own Son. the result 
of that life with god will be order, 
stability, peace, goodness, love and 
joy. But man must respond to god 
first with humility, repentance 
and faith.

 

Quotable Quotes
“Many deceptions only appeal to us because there is something 

inside us that ‘wants’ to believe them. they are seductive because 
of darkness and wrong motives in our own lives. We must search 
our hearts and root these out.”

- Andrew Strom

“What would you expect? Sin will not come to you, saying, ‘i am 
sin.’ it would do little harm if it did. Sin always seems ‘good, and 
pleasant, and desirable,’ at the time of commission.”

- J. C. Ryle

“Saints not only desire to love and speak truth with their lips, 
but they seek to be true within; they will not lie even in the 
closet of their hearts, for god is there to listen; they scorn double 
meanings, evasions, equivocations, white lies, flatteries, and 
deceptions.”

- Charles Spurgeon

“there are two sorts of hypocrites: ones that are deceived with 
their outward morality and external religion; and the others are 
those that are deceived with false discoveries and elevation; which 
often cry down works, and men’s own righteousness.”

- Jonathan Edwards
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The digital version of the magazine is available as a PDF 
document, which is an exact copy of the print version. The 
document will be password protected and placed for download 
on the Light of Life web site at www.lightoflife-india.com/dm/
dm.html at the beginning of each month. 

The password will be intimated to the subscribers each month 
by e-mail. The document will be available on the site for that 
month and will be replaced by the latest issue each month.

Quite a few subscribers have switched over to the digital 
version of the magazine, and we understand that they are happy 
with the clarity and presentation of its contents. Moreover, this 
eliminates the problem of non-delivery of the magazine by the 
postal staff.

We request you to share this information with your relatives 
and friends, the youngsters in particular, and encourage them to 
subscribe for the digital version of the magazine. Thank you.

The current subscription rate is Rs.200 per year. You can 
subscribe by electronic bank transfer to Light of Life savings 
bank account No.003601021256 (IFSC Code ICIC0000036) 
in the Maratha Mandir Branch of ICICI Bank, followed by 
intimating the details by e-mail to

lightoflife1@rediffmail.com or lightoflife2777@gmail.com
Or, you can send the subscription through cheque/DD, drawn 

in favour of Light of Life Magazine, to 21 YMCA Road, 
Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400 008; but it is important that you 
send us your e-mail as well as postal address.

Editorial Board

Digital Magazine
Light of Life
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in the few months since 
the government scrapped 
the old `500 and `1000 

notes, the Reserve Bank of india 
and the police have detected 
fake notes of `2000 with a face 
value of `66,92,000 across the 
country. Efforts are on to find out 
if the fake notes were scanned 
or photocopied versions of the 
genuine note, or if the security 
features had been compromised.

A person recently tried to 
withdraw `8000 from an AtM 
in Delhi. All the four 2000 rupee 
notes he received turned out to 
be fake. on receiving a complaint, 
a police sub-inspector went to 
the AtM, tried to ascertain the 
mischief with his own debit card 
and withdrew another 2000 
rupee note, which too turned out 
to be fake.

the Border Security force 
(BSf) recently found that 
Bangladeshi stamp paper was 
used for counterfeiting indian 
notes that were smuggled in bulk 
into the country through Bengal 
after demonetisation. the fake 
indian currency notes printed 
on stamp paper were of good 

CouNTErFEiT GospEL
We should study the word of God daily and systematically, to 

be able to know the truth revealed to us in the Bible.

p. ABrAhAM quality and copied most of the 
security features of the bona fide 
currency.

An AtM in uttar Pradesh was 
the centre of heated protests 
by residents after it allegedly 
dispensed a `2000 note that 
was a scanned copy of a genuine 
note. Bank officials refused to 
acknowledge that the counterfeit 
had been disbursed.

Rajkot police seized fake 
currency worth `3 crore and 
arrested six persons, who ran a fake 
currency network and a printing 
facility (laser printers, scanners, 
etc.) for `2000 notes. Police have 
also recovered counterfeit 2000 
rupee notes worth 4.49 crores.

the phenomenon of ‘ghost’ 
faculties in indian medical 
institutions is the worst kept 
secret. it is a matter of concern for 
the inspecting team of the Medical 
Council of  india (MCi) that, 
despite the worst kind of gross 
unethical practices happening 
by way of ghost faculties, 
fake patients, hired lifesaving 
equipment on loan from dubious 
vendors and substantial amount 
of black money reportedly 
changing hands at the time 



12Light of Life juLy 2017

d

of inspections, there is little 
proactive action on the part of 
MCi to deal with the malady. An 
advanced institute sent out buses 
to round up nearby villagers, 
saying the institute would 
conduct a medical camp, with 
the promise of free food and free 
transport, for being presented as 
fake patients during inspection! 
the villagers were surprised and 
got restless as none of them had 
any serious ailment.

A drug regulator has raised 
concerns on the quality and 
efficacy of medicines sold in 
india. Many domestic companies 
have faced regulatory ire over 
the quality of medicines exported 
from india. 

While thousands of citizens 
could not vote during the recent 
municipal elections in Mumbai, 
because their names were 
missing from the electoral rolls, 
there were some who could not 
vote because their names were 
used by counterfeiters to cast 
bogus votes.

the income tax department 
has identified a large number of 
benami transactions, registered 
235 cases and attached property 
worth more than 55 crores, 
including deposits in bank 
accounts, agricultural and other 
lands, flats and jewellery.

Counterfeiting is prevalent in 
virtually all sectors – currency, 

pharmaceuticals, consumer 
goods, petroleum products, jew-
ellery, software, and even human 
relationships. it is reported that 
10-30% of cosmetics, toiletries 
and packaged foods in the mar-
ket are look-alike products that 
resemble the original products. 
Counterfeiters have scant regard 
for issues such as consumer safe-
ty, quality or the economic stabil-
ity of the nation. they operate 
wherever they sense an opportu-
nity to make profits. In most cas-
es, the consumers do not realise 
in time that they have paid their 
money for being cheated.

In The Church

unfortunately, this phenom-
enon is not restricted to business 
and commerce. it has crept into 
the church as well, right from the 
first century. It is a basic principle 
in scripture that wherever god 
sows true believers, Satan will 
sow his counterfeits. the context 
for the brief epistle of jude was 
the intrusion of ungodly persons 
into the fellowship of the church. 
jude emphasised several facts 
about these intruders who en-
tered secretly, were ungodly, and 
denied Christ as Master and Lord. 
they are appointed to condem-
nation and are awaiting the fate 
of Sodom and gomorrah (jude7). 
these ungodly men undermine 
the spiritual health of the whole 
church and destroy the believers. 
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their teachers produce no fruit, 
and such trees, being doubly 
dead, are destined for destruc-
tion (jude12).

the apostle Paul describes 
them as false apostles, deceitful 
workers. They camouflage 
themselves as apostles of Christ 
and preach a different gospel. 
Their preaching arise out of selfish 
ambition and are swaying many 
by false teaching. they pervert 
the gospel by changing it here 
and there. those who proclaim 
something contrary to what was 
given out by the apostles, as 
the gospel, are accursed of god 
(1Cor.16:22).

the apostles were all zealous 
guardians of the purity of the 
gospel. this is evident from the 
warnings in their letters. the 
tentmaker from tarsus wanted 
only to make known the message 
of the gospel (gal.2). he came 
to possess it by revelation from 
jesus Christ. he was not seeking 
to persuade men by being 
conciliatory, or by seeking their 
favour. his only concern was to be 
on good terms with god. Pleasing 
men by adjusting the message to 
suit their desires is inconsistent 
with being the servant of Christ. 
he, therefore, reiterated his 
strong statement against the false 
apostles in almost every one of 
his epistles.

he warned the Corinthian 
church against the danger of 
deception. there were false 
prophets, a counterfeit gospel and 
a judaistic trend. the Corinthians 
were in danger of being deceived.
their minds were being deceived 
and beguiled from the simplicity 
of the gospel. the false teachers 
preached another jesus, implying 
another interpretation of the 
teachings of jesus. the result was 
that a gospel of contention and 
carnality, and another jesus who 
was subject to the Law of Moses, 
developed among the members 
of that church. 

Paul expressed surprise for 
the galatians who were quickly 
moving away from him who 
called them in the grace of Christ 
to a different gospel. He told 
them that “these false brethren 
have secretly brought in these 
teachings by stealth to spy out our 
liberty” in Christ. the tendency 
to listen and be influenced by 
such teachings was frightening to 
Paul.

there is only one gospel, the 
good news of salvation through 
Christ. to depart from that and 
to teach something else, to suit 
their benefit and convenience, is 
perversion. the messenger does 
not have the authority to add 
or subtract from the message. 
to preach any other gospel is 
to be utterly false and ruinous, 
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irrespective of the personal 
standing and qualifications of the 
messenger. they know not what 
they do. “Anyone who tampers 
with the gospel is pronounced an 
outcast from the faith and dead to 
the Spirit of Christ.”

it is unfortunate that the 
number of these intruders has 
increased several times, over the 
centuries. Moreover, the error is 
put forward, packaged in outward 
adornment so appealing that it 
appears more true than truth 
itself. these counterfeiters do 
not recognise the gravity of their 
crime. they are marked out for 
condemnation, long ago (jude4).

All Scripture is inspired by god, 
and is the product of the work of 
the holy Spirit within the writers. 
it instructs for salvation and it 
teaches, reproves, corrects, trains 
and thus equips people for right 
living (2tim.3:16,17). We should 
accept the absolute authority of 
the Bible on our lives. We should 
approach the Bible with humility 
and allow it to determine our 
world view. once we come under 
the rule of Lord jesus, turn 
away from our sin and commit 

P. Abraham 
is the former Managing  

Editor of Light of Life 
magazine and author of 

several books 

ourselves in faith to god, he 
transforms us so that we start 
becoming more like his Son. We 
should study the word of god 
daily and systematically, to be 
able to know the truth revealed 
to us in the Bible.

how do we detect these 
fraudsters in the church? just like 
the tellers in the banks detecting 
fake currency. they know the 
characteristics of the genuine 
product and can easily identify 
the counterfeits. Similarly, we 
can identify and isolate those 
who camouflage and present the 
counterfeit gospel. Remember, 
we are called to contend for the 
faith which is delivered to us once 
for all and it cannot be short-
changed for anything else. Like 
the Bereans, we should receive 
the message with great eagerness 
and examine the Scriptures every 
day (Acts17:11) to see if what we 
hear is true.

We count on your prayers!
As we at Light of Life seek to fulfil this ministry for the 

edification of our readers, we seek your prayers for God’s  
anointing, blessings, provisions and guidance.

Thank you.
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An advertising executive 
said, “A picture is worth 
a thousand words.” 

however, it is true only in 
part, because pictures do need 
captions sometimes to make 
sense. People, places and things 
need identification. An event 
captured in a photo still needs 
some explanation.

in 2 Corinthians, Paul gives us a 
series of word-pictures to tell us 
what Christians are to be. they are 
significant to understand how we 
present ourselves to the watching 
world, or how we should function 
in a hostile environment.

Captives in Christ’s Triumphal 
Procession

“But thank god! he has made us 
his captives and continues to lead 
us along in Christ’s triumphal 
procession” (2:14NLt).

the imagery is from the way 
the returning Roman victor 
would ride into Rome with all the 
spoils of war in his train. Defeated 
soldiers and captured goods were 

WhAT’s A ChrisTiAN 
LiKE?

How do we present ourselves to the watching world, how we 
should function in a hostile environment?

KuruViLLA ChANDY put on show so that the citizens 
of Rome could see that there had 
really been a victory for their own 
army.

our Lord jesus went to war 
against the Devil to liberate those 
whom the Devil had taken cap-
tive. “the reason the Son of god 
appeared was to destroy the dev-
il’s work” (1jn.3:8). “having dis-
armed the powers and authori-
ties, he made a public spectacle 
of them, triumphing over them  
by the cross” (Col.2:15).

jesus did win that war and is 
the returning Victor leading in a 
triumphal procession those whom 
he liberated. We are on display 
as his trophies. in other words, 
Christians are the proof that jesus 
did win the war against Satan.

We ought to be offering proof of 
the victory of jesus. As friedrich 
Nietzsche famously and rightly 
said, “i might believe in the 
Redeemer if his followers looked 
more redeemed.”

Aroma Of Christ

“for we are to god the pleasing 
aroma of Christ among those who 
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are being saved and those who 
are perishing. to the one we are 
an aroma that brings death; to 
the other, an aroma that brings 
life” (2Cor.2:15-16).

in the Law god gave israel, 
there are about 40 references to 
offering God sacrifices that will 
please him with their sweet smell. 
there should not be the smell 
of rottenness when we come to 
stand in the presence of god.

our having the aroma of Christ 
is not only an offering to god. 
it has an effect on those who 
are in our vicinity. in 
the old testament, 
we have the story of 
blind isaac imagining 
that the son he smelt 
was his favourite. he 
could not see jacob, 
but because jacob 
was wearing esau’s 
clothes, isaac mistook 
him for esau. People in our gen-
eration cannot see jesus. But, 
can they smell jesus because we 
are dressed up in his righteous-
ness (Rom.13:14)?

Letter From Christ

“…known and read by 
everybody. you show that you are 
a letter from Christ, the result of 
our ministry, written not with 
ink but with the Spirit of the 
living god, not on tablets of stone 
but on tablets of human hearts” 
(2Cor.3:2-3).

once, the Law of god was 
written on stone tablets. today, 
the word of god is printed on 
pages of paper. the word remains 
something that most people think 
is irrelevant.

Paul said that people who came 
to Christ were his tracts that told 
people about Christ. i remember 
the following poem.
i am my neighbour’s Bible;
he reads me when we meet.
today he reads me in my home–
tomorrow, in the street.

he may a relative or 
friend be;
or slight acquaintance 
be;
he may not even know 
my name,
yet he is reading me.

four men wrote the 
gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke 
and john. these gospels are 
distributed to people, but in most 
cases, if not thrown away on the 
road, they are buried under old 
newspapers and magazines and 
never read. What people need is 
a gospel according to you (and 
me). We need to be a ‘living letter’ 
from Christ to people whom our 
Lord wants to reach.

Mirrors Of The Lord’s Glory

“We, who with unveiled faces all 
reflect the Lord’s glory, are being 

What people need is 
a gospel according to 

you (and me). We need 
to be a ‘living letter’ 
from Christ to people 
whom our Lord wants 

to reach.
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transformed into his likeness 
with ever-increasing glory, which 
comes from the Lord, who is the 
Spirit” (2Cor.3:18).

Christians are the Lord’s 
mirrors. Paul said that Christians 
are those who take the veil off our 
faces so that we reflect the Lord’s 
glory. the reference to taking the 
veil off recalls how Moses’ face 
shone so brightly after being in 
god’s presence on Mount Sinai 
that the israelites were afraid of 
him, and so Moses began to cover 
his face while in camp with the 
people (ex.34:29-34). Paul said 
that Moses did it so that people 
would not see that the 
glory on his face was 
fading as time passed 
by (2Cor.3:13).

Clearly, Christians 
will be able to reflect 
the glory of the Lord only if they 
are facing him. if they are facing 
something else, then it is whatever 
they face that will be reflected in 
their lives. if we look on the world 
with covetousness, then it is the 
world that will dazzle our eyes 
and people will know that we 
have hankering for the world and 
its goodies.

how then do we face the Lord 
whom we do not see today? 
Significantly, this reference to us 
being those who reflect the Lord’s 
glory comes right after Paul talked 
about having god’s word written 

on our hearts (2Cor.3:2-3). it is 
when we take the word of god to 
heart that we will begin to look 
like jesus. Do you take time and 
trouble to read what god has to 
say? Do you read the gospels to 
see jesus?

Cultivating spiritual habits is 
as important as having hygienic 
habits. We believe it is important 
that we brush our teeth daily. 
We are committed to such habits 
because they are good for our 
health. Similarly, our spiritual 
health and welfare require 
maintaining a spiritual regimen. 
the spiritual disciplines we 

follow will show 
others what the Lord 
means to us.

the words 
‘discipline’ and 
‘disciple’ share the 

same root. to be a disciple of  
jesus means that we follow his 
discipline in our lives. our Lord 
thought that feeding on god’s 
word was more important than 
food itself (Mt.4:4). he was 
known and admired for his life of 
prayer (Lk.11:1). When we follow 
what jesus taught and did, there 
will be remarkable changes that 
are apparent to all who observe 
us and like the disciples of old 
we will be assessed as those who 
have “been with jesus” (Acts4:13). 
They will note that we reflect the 
glory of the Lord jesus.

Christians will be able 
to reflect the glory of 
the Lord only if they 

are facing Him.
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Jars Of Clay with Treasure

“But we have this treasure in 
jars of clay to show that this all-
surpassing power is from god 
and not from us” (2Cor.4:7). We 
are jars of clay and jesus is the 
treasure in the jars of our lives.

A jar is of no consequence. the 
treasure is what is important. A 
Christian is one who stands in line 
with the forerunner of our Lord 
to proclaim, “he must increase, 
i must decrease” (jn.3:30). We 
don’t project ourselves. We 
project Him. We are to reflect Him 
in the mirror that is our life.

however, no one 
will know that there 
is anything significant 
about such jars of clay 
until they are broken 
to reveal the hidden 
treasure. As long as 
they are kept on a shelf 
they will be well-preserved, but 
they will not serve any purpose. if 
they are to have any purpose, jars 
of clay have to be used, knowing 
that there are very strong chances 
that they will be broken sooner or 
later. “if you only look at us, you 
might well miss the brightness. 
We carry this precious Message 
around in the unadorned clay 
pots of our ordinary lives. that’s 
to prevent anyone from confusing 
god’s incomparable power with 
us… we’re not much to look at. 
We’ve been surrounded and 

battered by troubles, but we’re 
not demoralised; we’re not sure 
what to do, but we know that god 
knows what to do; we’ve been 
spiritually terrorised, but god 
hasn’t left our side; we’ve been 
thrown down, but we haven’t 
broken. What they did to jesus, 
they do to us—trial and torture, 
mockery and murder; what jesus 
did among them, he does in us—
he lives! our lives are at constant 
risk for jesus’ sake, which makes 
jesus’ life all the more evident in 
us” (vv.8-12 MSg).

this is the bottom line. if 
we seek our own 
preservation, jesus is 
not served. if jesus is 
to be served, we must 
be vulnerable, ready 
to be broken like jars 
of clay.

Tent-dwellers

“Now we know that if the earthly 
tent we live in is destroyed, we 
have a building from god, an 
eternal house in heaven, not built 
by human hands. Meanwhile 
we groan, longing to be clothed 
with our heavenly dwelling” 
(2Cor.5:1-2).

Christians don’t have a 
permanent place in this life, only 
a temporary home. today, we do 
not live in tents, but we must not 
think of earth as where we must 
make something of our lives, 

If we seek our own 
preservation, Jesus is 

not served. If Jesus is to 
be served, we must be 
vulnerable, ready to be 
broken like jars of clay.
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build castles and hoard treasures. 
jim Reeves popularised this song 
that says it well.

this world is not my home, i’m 
just a passing through

My treasures are laid up 
somewhere beyond the blue

the angels beckon me from 
heaven’s open door

And i can’t feel at home in this 
world anymore.

the writer of  hebrews de-
scribed the father of the faith-
ful and his ancient descendants 
thus: “By faith Abra-
ham, when called to 
go to a place he would 
later receive as his in-
heritance, obeyed and 
went, even though he 
did not know where he 
was going. By faith he 
made his home in the 
promised land like a stranger in a 
foreign country; he lived in tents, 
as did isaac and jacob, who were 
heirs with him of the same prom-
ise. for he was looking forward to 
the city with foundations, whose 
architect and builder is god… All 
these people were still living by 
faith when they died. they did not 
receive the things promised; they 
only saw them and welcomed 
them from a distance. And they 
admitted that they were aliens 
and strangers on earth. People 
who say such things show that 

they are looking for a country of 
their own. if they had been think-
ing of the country they had left, 
they would have had opportu-
nity to return. instead, they were 
longing for a better country—a 
heavenly one” (heb.11:8-10,13-
16). Will anyone today be able to 
see similarity between the father 
of the faithful and modern day 
Christians?

our Lord counselled, nay, 
commanded, “Don’t store 
treasures for your selves here 
on earth where moths and rust 

will destroy them and 
thieves can break in 
and steal them. But 
store your treasures 
in heaven where they 
cannot be destroyed 
by moths or rust and 
where thieves cannot 
break in and steal 
them. your heart 

will be where your treasure is” 
(Mt.6:19-21NCV).

Christ’s Ambassadors

“We are therefore Christ’s 
ambassadors, as though god 
were making his appeal through 
us. We implore you on Christ’s 
behalf: be reconciled to god” 
(2Cor.5:20).

Christians are to be captives 
in Christ’s triumphal procession, 
the aroma of Christ himself, the 
letter of Christ, the mirror of the 

We are foreigners here 
in this world...  While 
we sojourn here, we 
share the message of 

our Lord to the people 
of the places we pass 

through.
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Lord’s glory, jars of clay treasuring 
jesus, tent-dwellers so that we 
can mediate Christ jesus to our 
world. We are his ambassadors. 
We represent him.

An ambassador goes to a foreign 
land to represent his own nation 
there. he is not permitted to speak 
his own mind or express his own 
views on a matter concerning his 
homeland. he is to convey only 
what his own nation feels and 
wants.

We are foreigners here in this 
world. this world is not our home. 
We are only passing through. We 
are citizens of heaven (Php.3:20). 

Kuruvilla Chandy  
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miraculous gifts may not be 
present in a church. In such 
a situation, James said that 
anyone who is sick is to ask the 
elders of the church to anoint 
him or her and pray for healing, 
and the promise of God is that 
healing will come in answer to 
the prayer of faith (5:13-15). We 
need to have more faith about 
this promise and put it into 
practice among us.

We are indeed living in better 
days. If we were living in the 
time when Jesus was on the 
earth, we would have found 
Jesus “sent only to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel” 
(Matt.15:24). Or, like Martha and 

Mary discovered that just when 
someone was sick unto death, 
Jesus was not there (Jn.11:1-
44). We have the Holy Spirit in 
us and the Holy Spirit is more 
powerful than the spirits that 
inhabit the world (1Jn.4:4). The 
Holy Spirit will empower us 
to glorify Jesus, but we need to 
stop treating Him like a ghost. 
We have to stop ignoring Him. 
We need to let Him have His 
way with us in our lives and in 
our churches. 

Kuruvilla Chandy 
is Pastor of the Grace Bible 

Church, Lucknow.








While we sojourn here, we share 
the message of our Lord to the 
people of the places we pass 
through.

Actions speak louder than 
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the book ‘Acts of the 
Apostles’, in the New 
testament, gives a 

beautiful account of the early 
church. All those who believed 
in the lordship and resurrection 
of jesus Christ gathered together 
and were living as a large family 
(Acts 2:44-47) with each person’s 
needs being taken care of by a 
committee prayerfully appointed 
by the apostles. though it is 
difficult to estimate 
the size of this early 
group of believers, 
it might have been 
around 5000 who 
were in fellowship 
with the apostles 
under the overall care 
of the holy Spirit.

however, the non-believing 
jews might have kept a close 
watch on these developments 
with jealousy and hatred. though 
they were defeated by the 
resurrection of jesus, they never 
wanted that his disciples should 
grow in number and the gospel 
of jesus should be preached. 
they might have known by then 
about jesus’ last command, “go 

iMpENDiNG pErsECuTioN
We need to learn from the early church and stay together in 

spirit in our belief in the resurrected Lord.

J. ArThur prEM therefore and make disciples of 
all the nations, baptising them 
in the name of the father and of 
the Son and of the holy Spirit” 
(Mt.28:19). So the jews were all 
the more apprehensive about the 
spread of jesus’ teachings. this 
great command could not have 
been put into practice if the early 
church would have continued 
in the comfort of fellowship and 
togetherness. once the Lord knew 
that the new believers had become 
strong in their faith, he thought 

that it was right time 
for the believers to 
move out under the 
guidance of the holy 
Spirit. therefore, 
persecution started to 
jolt the believers out 
of the comfort zones 
and scattered them 

(Acts8:1). in modern days too, 
persecution is inevitable.

Stand United

We, Christians in india, have 
lived in comfort zones far too 
long to be effective to influence 
the non-believing people in our 
neighbourhood with Christian 
values. After about 70 years 
of independence, the indian 

We have lived in 
comfort zones far too 
long to be effective to 

influence the non-
believing people in our 

neighbourhood with 
Christian values.
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Christians have not learnt the 
lesson that ‘united we stand, but 
divided we fall’. We have also not 
been able to come up to spiritual 
standards of exhibiting Christian 
values through our lives. We are 
no different from our neighbours 
because we have put Christian 
values on the back-burner. on 
the one hand, there is no dearth 
of preachers but there are few 
who would attract non-believing 
people with their Christian walk. 
Sadly, the ordinary 
way of life as that of 
non-believers around 
them only indicates 
that most of them 
have ‘become of the 
world’. this brings us 
to the question: are we 
truly living the gospel 
of jesus Christ? the 
honest answer will be 
‘No’. in the changed 
circumstances now, 
when the evil forces 
are on the rise against 
us, persecution is imminent. 
Preaching and distribution of the 
word of god would become very 
difficult in the future. Therefore, 
we have to live the gospel and 
influence people with our lives to 
the point of their acceptance of 
jesus as their personal Saviour.

We all know that jesus has al-
ready predicted, “Blessed are 
you when others revile you and 
persecute you and utter all kinds 

of evil against you falsely on My 
account. Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward is great in heav-
en, for so they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you” 
(Mt.5:11,12). Are we prepared to 
take persecution in our stride, by 
rising above the petty denomina-
tional differences and stand unit-
ed? Should we not learn from the 
early church example and stay to-
gether in spirit in our belief in the 
resurrected Lord jesus Christ? As 

per his promise, he 
would remain with us 
(Mt.28:20b), even if 
we pass “through the 
valley of the shadow 
of death” (Psa.23:4a). 
this promise should 
embolden us for all 
eventualities. Let us 
consider ourselves 
‘blessed’ when per-
secuted or discrimi-
nated against rather 
than looking for ways 
and means to escape 

persecution. the apostle Paul ex-
pressed his joy when he encoun-
tered tribulation, “And not only 
that, but we also glory in tribu-
lations, knowing that tribulation 
produces perseverance; and per-
severance, character; and charac-
ter, hope” (Rom. 5:3,4).

Put Off Hypocrisy

unfortunately, we all claim to 
be near the cross, but factually we 

Are we prepared to 
take persecution in 
our stride, by rising 

above the petty 
denominational 

differences and stand 
united? Should we not 

learn from the early 
church example and 
stay together in spirit 
in our belief in the 

resurrected Lord Jesus 
Christ? 
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are not. hypocrisy has crept into 
our lives so much that Christianity 
in us is just for namesake. 
Christian leadership today is very 
much divided and they, in turn, 
keep the flock divided for their 
own personal quest for power. 
Surprisingly, there is persecution 
within the so called Christian 
organisations when Ceos love to 
act like corporate bosses rather 
than being ‘servant leaders’. if we 
threaten to prosecute employees 
on petty mistakes, will it not 
be tantamount to persecution 
of the Christian worker? Will 
there be any difference between 
a Christian organisation and a 

J. Arthur Prem, 
 formerly from IRS, and is 

based in Mumbai

corporate, if the former is devoid 
of practising Christian values? 
Where is the virtue of forgiveness 
which our Saviour taught us? 
through the prophet isaiah, the 
Lord god has promised, “A bruised 
reed he will not break” (is.42:3), 
but we Christian leaders don’t 
bother for the ‘bruised reed’. Let 
us be practitioners of Christian 
values so that we may stand firm 
in times of persecution.
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You feel called to go to unreached places, people groups,
Muslim nations?

Jesus said, The harvest is plentiful but the labourers are few (Luke 10:2)
He said, Be My witnesses … even to the uttermost parts of the world (Acts 1:8)
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in many Christian magazines, 
we come across separate 
sections where personal 

witnesses from the readers are 
published. if we analyse these 
personal experiences, we will 
find that most of them relate to 
the earthly blessings they have 
claimed to have received from 
god as a result of their prayer. 
Someone talks about success 
in the university examination; 
another gives details of how 
he was able to celebrate the 
marriage of his daughter without 
paying dowry. Some refer to their 
daughter’s smooth and easy 
delivery of a child, or about their 
son succeeding to get a good job 
or rapid promotion in a job, etc. it 
is generally assumed that people 
with money, houses, land and 
riches are specially blessed by 
god and are his favourites. it is 
true that all such gifts are given 
to us by god. “every good and 
perfect gift is from above coming 
down from the father of heavenly 
lights” (jas.1:17). But the question 
arises whether we put our trust 
and faith in god only because he 
gives us such blessings. We should 

ThE BLEssiNGs oF GoD
Christ has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every 

blessing in Christ.

J. FrEDriC DAWsoN also face the reality that such 
earthly blessings are received by 
many people belonging to other 
faiths. Some of them tell of their 
physical healing or promotions in 
their job, etc., after their vow to a 
particular god or goddess. even 
those who deny the existence 
of god are bestowed with many 
of these blessings in life. As his 
children, we should be clear as to 
what the Scriptures teach us on 
this subject.

Two Types Of Blessings

the Bible talks about two types 
of blessings. one is the earthly 
blessings which are concerned 
only with our daily lives on this 
earth. the food we take, the 
houses we live in, our physical 
well-being, our education, jobs, 
etc. – all these come under the 
category of earthly blessings.
All of them relate only to our 
body which is perishable. the 
moment we leave this earth, these 
blessings cease to operate and are 
no longer useful to us. the other 
is the spiritual blessings which 
are concerned with how we live 
on the earth and also with our 
life after our death. Some of them 
are the dwelling place in heaven, 
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getting an imperishable, glorious 
and spiritual body with the 
imperishable soul, etc. the most 
important part of this blessing is 
eternal life a believer receives.

When god declared the 
israelites as his chosen people 
and treasured possession and 
gave his laws to them, he made 
a covenant with them (ex.19), 
which is generally referred to 
as the ‘Mosaic Covenant’ or the 
‘old Covenant’. According to this 
covenant, god had decreed to the 
israelites about the blessings they 
will get if they obeyed the Law of 
Moses and the curses if they did 
not obey the same. 
these are detailed 
in Deuteronomy 
chapters 27 and 28, 
and Leviticus chapter 
26. A careful reading 
of these blessings and 
curses indicate that all 
of them relate only to 
earthly blessings and curses. if 
they obeyed the Law, they would 
be materially prosperous; there 
would be plenty of rains and 
good harvests in the land; they 
would enjoy good health without 
sickness; they would conquer 
their enemies, etc. All these were 
related to their life on this earth. if 
they did not follow the Law, they 
would be inflicted with famine, 
diseases, enemy attack, etc., 
which again related only to their 
earthly life. A ‘cause’ and ‘effect’ 

concept has also been followed 
in this covenant. Similar concept 
of blessings and curses has been 
indicated in King Solomon’s prayer 
of dedication of the newly built 
temple at jerusalem recorded in 
1 Kings 8:22-53 and 2 Chronicles 
6:1-42. thus, all through the 
history of the nation of israel, 
this principle of god endowing 
his people with earthly blessings 
if they obeyed the Law of Moses 
and earthly curses if they did not, 
was followed in their lives.

God’s Blessings

the concept of ‘god’s blessings’ 
is very different for 
believers under the 
new covenant of jesus 
Christ, compared 
to the old Mosaic 
covenant. his children 
are promised both 
material and spiritual 
blessings. Christ has 
blessed us in the 

heavenly realms with every 
blessing in Christ (eph.1:3). 
Believers are heirs of god and 
coheirs with Christ (Rom.8:17). 
they share in the inheritance 
of the saints in the kingdom 
of light (Col.1:12). they await 
their reward in Christ in heaven 
(2tim.4:8). their goal in life 
here is not to amass any earthly 
riches, but to win the prize in 
heaven for which god had called 
them heavenwards in Christ 

His children are 
promised both material 
and spiritual blessings. 
Christ has blessed us 

in the heavenly realms 
with every blessing in 

Christ.



27Light of Life juLy 2017

(Php.3:14). Above all, they have 
the hope to inherit eternal life 
(jn.3:16;tit.3:7).

Children of god are therefore 
exhorted in the Scripture to live 
our lives on this earth seeking 
more after the spiritual blessings 
than the earthly blessings. 
Writing to the Corinthians, Paul 
warns, “if only for this life we have 
hope in Christ, we are to be pitied 
more than all men” (1Cor.15:19). 
Believers in Christ do not believe 
in him only for the sake of the 
few crumbs of earthly riches 
and prosperity which 
god gives them in this 
life, but they remain 
faithful to their master 
and maintain their 
integrity in Christ with 
a hope for the eternal 
life in him after this 
life.

As it is very true 
that god also bestows 
earthly blessings and gifts on his 
children, it is perfectly legitimate 
for his children to pray to him to 
bless them with specific earthly 
blessings from time to time, as a 
son prays to his father. But god 
may not supply all our wants, but 
he is sure to supply our needs. god, 
the father, knows all the physical 
needs of his children and how to 
sustain them in this life (Mt.6:25-
32). So, he says, “if you know to 
give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will your father 

in heaven give good gifts to those 
who ask him” (Mt.7:11).

We should be clear that he 
will give them only according to 
his will. Sometimes, we, in our 
wisdom, may think that what we 
petition to Him for a specific need 
may be perfectly correct and 
necessary both for our personal 
comfort and gain, but also for the 
kingdom’s work we do. But still, 
it is God who finally determines 
whether to grant the request 
or not. this is illustrated well 
in Paul’s case. he had a physical 

problem in his body, 
perhaps with his 
eyesight, for which 
he prayed to god for 
remedy three times. 
But god did not grant 
him his request and 
only said, “My grace 
is sufficient for you, 
for My power is made 
perfect in weakness” 

(2Cor.11:7-9). thus, when god 
does not grant us any of our 
requests for earthly blessings 
which we think are very genuine, 
we should be prepared to accept 
it without any reservation and 
depend only on his power in 
our lives to live without those 
blessings. our duty is to seek his 
kingdom and his righteousness 
and all these things will be given 
as well (Mt.6:33).

Believers in Christ should 
always be aware that they are 

Believers in Christ 
should always be 

aware that they are 
pilgrims and strangers 

in this world... and 
that they do not take 

anything from this 
world when they 

finally leave. 
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pilgrims and strangers in this 
world, their life here is fleeting, 
like a mist that appears a little 
while and then vanishes and that 
they do not take anything from 
this world when they finally leave. 
that is why Paul says, “What is 
more, i consider everything as 
loss compared to the surpassing 
greatness of knowing Christ jesus 
my Lord, for whose sake i lost all 
things. i consider them as rubbish 
that i may gain Christ” (Php.3:8).

in this short span of life on 
this earth, believers in Christ 
are ambassadors for him. An 
ambassador who lives in a foreign 
country has his heart always in his 
own country. Believers have their 
citizenship in heaven (Php.3:20) 
and are always aware of the fact 
that finally, at the end of this life, 
they will go there to meet their 
Saviour and be with him forever. 
So they do not do anything in this 
life which will jeopardise their 
interest in heaven. on the other 
hand, if they deliberately keep on 
sinning and fall away after they 
have received the knowledge of 
truth, only a fearful expectation 
of judgment and raging fire that 
will consume the enemies of god 
will await them (heb.10:26).
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6. Good Living

Similar to the earlier cause, an-
other cause of backsliding is what 
is termed good living. there nev-
er was an age in which 
luxurious living was 
more common than 
today. Many people 
have furnishings in 
their houses, clothing, 
richness of food, and 
conveniences for ease 
and comfort, which 
the kings of other ages 
never had; and this 
luxurious mode of living is a great 
hindrance to grace. in many cases 
it ruins, because the human heart 
so easily becomes attached to 
those things which are luxurious 
and easy. there is a passion for 
big dinners, soft furniture, elegant 
clothing, labour-saving arrange-
ments, fashionable cars, and ev-
erything that is conducive to sen-
suous ease and pleasure, which is 
the ruin of tens of thousands. 

It is so rare in these days to find a 
heroic Christian, who can endure 

TEN CAusEs oF  
BACKsLiDiNG pArT - 2

There are slow degrees of the leakage of grace, almost 
unnoticeable inroads of temptation.

GEorGE DouGLAs WATsoN hardship and great simplicity, and 
who cares nothing for the velvet 
accommodations of modern 
life. in the twenty-first chapter 
of Luke, jesus warns us against 
these very things – excessive 

eating and drinking, 
and drunkenness, 
and fleshly pleasures 
– and intimates that 
at his second coming 
the professed Church 
will be drowned in 
luxurious living; this 
prophecy is being 
fulfilled. 
7. Presumption

Another cause of backsliding 
is presumption – taking it for 
granted that the soul stands so 
well with god that he will make 
great allowance for it, and that 
the guardian angel will take extra 
trouble to deliver the disobedient 
heart. Satan tells you that you 
are the Lord’s pet; that he thinks 
more of you than he does of 
most of his children; that he will 
make excuses for you that he 
does not make for others. this 
was the temptation that came to 

It is so rare in these 
days to find a heroic 
Christian, who can 

endure hardship 
and great simplicity, 

and who cares 
nothing for the velvet 
accommodations of 

modern life.
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Solomon. he had been assured of 
his high standing with god, and 
of his unparalleled wisdom and 
knowledge; and Satan brought 
forth his temptation to act on this 
presumption, until the wisest of 
men mourned in the dust and 
cried, “vanity of vanities!” this 
was the temptation which the 
Devil presented to jesus, when he 
urged him to cast himself down 
from the pinnacle of the temple 
- that he was so highly favoured 
of god that the angels would 
catch him before he struck the 
pavement. 

this principle can 
have innumerable 
applications. god is 
as impartial in his 
chastisements as in 
his love. if he will 
show his love to the 
vilest wretch on earth 
who repents, so he will chastise 
the highest saint on earth - even 
a Moses, who talks face to face 
with him. Presumption is the sin 
that made the Devil, and one that 
he presents in a thousand varied 
forms to decoy the child of god. 
8. Being Occupied With 

Difficulties

Another cause of the loss of 
grace is being occupied with our 
difficulties. It is to be expected 
that life is full of difficulties, and 
living in a fallen world implies 
this. There are difficulties in 

the spiritual life in the way of 
seeking pardon or holiness - 
difficulties in growing in grace – 
difficulties that spring from our 
own minds or from heredity, our 
social surroundings, our daily 
affairs, our temperament or false 
teaching. And to fix the eye on 
these difficulties will weaken 
faith, sap perseverance, distract 
the mind, cloud the vision and 
draw the soul from god. the 
divine life is first of all the way 
and life of faith. When Peter 
looked at the waves of the sea, his 
mind lost the understanding of 
the omnipotence of jesus, and so 

he began to sink. When 
Abraham looked at the 
difficulties of how he 
was going to retain his 
beautiful wife in the 
presence of the greedy 
heathen king, he did 

not know how to manage it; and so 
he was induced to tell a falsehood, 
just because of the difficulties of 
the situation, for the time being, 
shut out the omnipotent care of 
god. our heavenly father permits 
his children to be hemmed in 
many times by the network of 
difficulties, and the Devil uses 
such circumstances to suggest 
the necessity of committing 
sin in order to get through. the 
very things that god permits 
as a test of our faith, the Devil 
uses as an argument for some 
disobedience. 

The very things that 
God permits as a test 
of our faith, the Devil 

uses as an argument for 
some disobedience.



33Light of Life juLy 2017

9. Harshness Of Spirit

Not a few souls have lost grace 
and fallen into spiritual bondage 
through harshness of spirit. 
Severe judgment of others is 
what is liable to be committed by 
young zealots or narrow-hearted 
souls. the denunciation of others 
has in it a large element of self-
righteousness. Denunciation of 
others has in it a back-handed 
way of praising ourselves; in the 
same proportion that we think we 
knock others down, we fancy we 
raise ourselves up. it is impossible 
to speak evil of another without 
an implied compliment 
to self. Many times 
souls claiming great 
spirituality have 
denounced sin in 
such a sinful way as 
to commit more sin 
than the very sin they 
denounced. 

there is nothing in the whole 
Christian life more delicately 
dangerous than the condemnation 
of others. An old spiritual writer 
has said that “to rebuke another 
for sin requires more humility than 
any other duty.” We sometimes 
hear people speak of ‘hitting sin’, 
and ‘hitting it hard’; but such kind 
of work, unless it is saturated 
with tears and tenderness, will 
only bruise the soul that does the 
hitting. it is possible to preach 
on the damnable nature of sin 

with such severity of spirit and 
such an implied tone of self-
congratulation that it only makes 
Satan laugh and grieves the divine 
Dove. 

how many thousands have lost 
the sweetness of pure love and 
the calm, close walk with god, by 
a sharp sword-thrust and unkind 
criticism, a harsh judgment, an 
unloving condemnation! Self-
righteousness is subtle, and tries 
to slip itself into the highest state 
of grace. the Devil will tempt you 
to be severe toward others, under 
the pretence of being brave and 

heroic and not being 
afraid to denounce 
sin. he has practised 
his game so long that 
he does not care how 
much you denounce 
him and all his works. 
if he can only get one 

drop of his satanic vinegar into 
your heart, that will repay him 
for all the blows that you can give 
him. 
10.  Lightness Of  Spirit

i mention, as last among the 
causes of backsliding, lightness 
of spirit. this is apparently the 
opposite of harshness. there 
are some whose natures are not 
biased toward severity. these 
are likely to break away from 
God by a trifling, joking, laughing 
disposition, which serves Satan’s 
purpose just the same. this spirit 

Hundreds of souls have 
snapped the cord of 

communion with God 
by a joke, a pun, a 

loud laugh, or a coarse 
and boisterous gesture.
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of lightness is very apt to prevail 
at meetings and large religious 
gatherings, where Christians of 
talent and wit meet together. the 
habit of making fun of people and 
things, be they ever so seemingly 
innocent, is always injurious to 
deep piety. it grieves the holy 
Spirit, diverts the mind from 
divine things, jostles the soul 
from its internal calmness in god, 
and weakens it for prayer and 
for being the channel of the holy 
Spirit. hundreds of souls have 
snapped the cord of communion 
with god by a joke, a pun, a loud 
laugh, or a coarse and boisterous 

gesture. the worst calamity is 
that so few Christians get close 
enough to god to discern these 
things. Anything that breaks 
up the connection of the mind 
with god, or interferes with 
an elevated, quiet refinement 
of soul, is a starting-point for 
wandering. 

Adapted from “Beauty for ashes” 
(1896)

George Douglas Watson 

(1845–1924) was a 
preacher and writer in 

USA known for his godly 
life 
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i was reading through the 
gospels and on through 
the Acts of the Apostles. it 

reads like a thriller. jesus had a 
ministry to accomplish in an in-
credibly short span of three and 
a half years. he chose a group of 
disciples to be trained under him, 
and sent them out to continue the 
ministry after his time on earth. 
Among them were a few illiter-
ate fishermen, a tax collector, an 
extremist and a greedy finance 
minister, who ultimately betrayed 
jesus. the one thing they had in 
common was that they were all 
willing to give up good jobs, with 
no secure future – to follow jesus. 
After jesus ascended to heaven, 
these disciples filled with the 
power of the holy Spirit, went out 
to fulfil Jesus’ last command, “Go 
ye into all the world and make 
disciples.” the Acts of the Apos-
tles is the action packed narra-
tion of events, as they turned the 
world upside down (Acts17:6), 
proclaiming “jesus is alive, the 
kingdom of god is at hand.”

i was curious to know the secret 
of their success. We are not able to 

Go AND MAKE DisCipLEs
There is joy in Heaven over one sinner that repents.

ChrisTiANA JosEph reach out to the great multitude 
of students in the various college 
campuses around us. just a 
handful respond to our call and 
attend the college prayer cell and 
Bible study. And then some make 
their way to our evangelistic 
camps and discipleship camps. 
out of this group, a few really 
sincere believers have a life-
changing experience, make a 
commitment through baptism, 
and they in turn impact others.

Prayer

how did jesus convince 
his disciples to literally leave 
everything and follow him? the 
first thing I noticed was – Jesus 
prayed about anything and 
everything, always (Lk.6:12). he 
had a very close relationship with 
his father and was very keen to 
fulfil His Father’s will (Jn.4:34).
in the Acts of the Apostles, the 
disciples also prayed in one 
accord (Acts1:14). What was 
the result? They were filled 
with the holy Spirit and spoke 
the word of god with boldness 
(Acts4:31). how is my prayer 
life? Do i maintain my regular 
‘quiet time’? how burdened am i 
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to pray for the student ministry, 
for individual students? What is 
my involvement in our various 
organised prayer meetings in the 
ministry? how often do i attend 
the monthly fasting and prayer in 
my area, dawn prayer, campsite 
prayer?

Proclaiming The Word

Peter, who denied that he ‘knew 
not the Man’ even to a young girl, 
had the courage to speak fearlessly 
and boldly to the very people 
who were responsible 
for condemning jesus. 
he proclaimed, “this 
same jesus whom you 
crucified”(Acts2:36). 
Peter was so effective 
that 3000 people were 
convicted by the holy 
Spirit, “What should 
we do?” they gladly 
received the word and were 
baptised (Acts 2:41). None of the 
disciples feared for their lives, 
but actually rejoiced when they 
were beaten up or threatened, 
“that they were counted worthy 
to suffer shame for His name” 
(Acts5:41). i then realised that 
only when we experience the 
over-powering presence of Christ 
in our personal lives, and the 
anointing of the holy Spirit, will 
we be able to speak effectively, 
convincingly and fearlessly to 

anybody about ‘our reason for 
living.’ how much of our ministry 
is fear based? how much do we 
focus and talk about opposition, 
resistance and unapproachable 
non-Christian authorities in 
colleges? how many unreached 
colleges and how many 
unapproached students are there, 
because of our lack of boldness 
and fear for our safety, or our job 
security?

People Oriented

the disciples focused 
on the new believers. 
They identified with 
them – 3000 new 
believers gladly 
received the word, 
were baptised, they 
were all together, had 
all things common, 
sold their possessions 

and divided among them 
according as the need. this was 
a great witness for those around. 
they continued daily with one 
accord in the temple, breaking 
bread from house to house, ate 
their food with gladness and 
simplicity of heart, praising 
god and having favour with all 
the people (Acts2:41-47). the 
apostle Paul is the best example 
for selfless devotion to Jesus and 
his ministry. he had determined 
not to move from what he 

How much of our 
ministry is fear based? 

How much do we 
focus and talk about 

opposition, resistance 
and unapproachable 

non-Christian 
authorities in colleges?
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believed was right. he did not 
care for ease, he did not care for 
this world and the present life. he 
cared for only one thing – to be 
loyal to Christ, to have his smile 
and his “Well done, thou good 
and faithful servant.” for Paul, his 
work was his wages, and his smile 
was heaven. “And they’ll know 
we are Christians by our love.” 
how is our relationship within 
our fellowship, with students, 
with new believers? Do we show 
love and concern? Do we speak a 
kind word, and show concern for 
their personal life and problems, 
spend time with them, help them 

financially and support them for 
their studies? our generosity and 
love will definitely influence new 
believers. is our heart, our purse 
and our home open for them? 
how many of us have surrendered 
ourselves fully – for god to use us 
mightily in the student outreach? 
there is joy in heaven over one 
sinner (student) that repents.
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TruE Worship!

Lord, 
in the name of praise and worship, 

Let me not drown  
your Precious name 
in music or Dance.

Let me not glorify men or women  
Rather glorify you,  

only you. 
the source of life and 

Sustenance and 
the fountain of your 

Blessings, holistic 
Spirit, soul, body.

Let our praise and worship be 
holistic likewise, 

even more, deeper. 
there are times when silence 
Makes me feel your presence  

All the more, and 
in an incomparable sense 

help me and others  
understand what 

true praise and worship is!

Let me share the revelation  
you have given me, 

out of love and compassion  
to me. 

jehovah Shamma, 
thank you, for being with me 

Always, even outside my 
time of worship.  

if there is  
Any specific time at all!

 p. sELVArAJ
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WhY AND WhAT JEsus 
rEFusED To sAY AND Do

Every rejection of Christ was in the service of the fallen world. 
He pleased not Himself.

We are familiar with 
what jesus said. But 
have we ever noted 

what he refused to say? We also 
know what jesus did, but do we 
know what he refused to do?

in the desert, when jesus was 
hungry, the devil tempted him 
suggesting that he should convert 
the stones into bread. that would 
have been a trifling thing for 
him to do, but jesus refused to 
do that because he wouldn’t use 
the power of god for himself. 
“he came to minister, but not to 
be ministered unto.” he fed 5000 
by a miracle, but he would never 
feed himself when he was hungry, 
and the devil had tempted him to 
do so.

in the incident about the 
gadarene demoniac, the demons 
begged him to be sent into the 
swine and he agreed. When the 
people begged him to depart from 
their country, he left. But when 
the demoniac, cured, clothed and 
in his right mind, begged him that 
he should be allowed to stay with 

JANET EDWiN him, he refused. he told him, “go 
home to your family and friends 
and tell them what great things 
the Lord has done for you.”

Sometimes our prayers are not 
accepted. When jesus refuses to 
grant our prayers, he leads us to 
greater service.

When jesus prayed, “if it be 
possible, let this cup pass from 
Me,” the world was saved because 
of the refusal of that prayer.

We are saved to serve. No one is 
saved or redeemed by the blood 
of jesus just to have a happy time. 
Paul would have felt happy if god 
had taken away the thorn in his 
flesh, but since God refused that 
prayer, it enriched and sanctified 
the heart of Paul, it gave him new 
eyes for God’s sufficient grace.

When jesus cast out the traders 
from the temple, they asked him 
by what authority he acted. jesus 
refused to explain. if they had eyes 
to see, ears to hear, and hearts to 
feel, they would have found in the 
works themselves the authority 
of god. the common people 
needed no explanation. they 



40Light of Life juLy 2017

d

glorified God when they saw the 
works of jesus. But the questions 
of the chief priest and the elders 
were of malice, not sincerity. they 
wanted to find fault, not to follow. 
And to that spirit, jesus refused 
satisfaction. he is always willing 
to help, guide and save, but he is 
not willing to explain.

there are external issues in 
the passing moment that our 
fragmentary minds can never 
grasp. When we try to lift our 
minds to the mysteries of god 
we are like gnats trying to 
understand the sun beams. there 
are mysteries which Christ can 
explain, yet they have never been 
explained. the fault lies not in 
the brain, but in the heart. Christ 
is intolerant of satisfying idle 
curiosity.

When a person approaches the 
gospel as an intellectual problem, 
he will meet with a thousand 
unexplainable difficulties, but if 
he comes with the heart of a child, 
he will be guided step by step 

heavenwards. Christ commits 
himself only to those who commit 
themselves to him.

Another refusal was the refusal 
to drink the draught that was 
offered to Him on the cross. They 
offered Him wine mingled with 
myrrh which was prepared to 
deaden him. But jesus refused 
the cup not unkindly, but firmly 
and deliberately. he had come to 
suffer and die. He did not want 
this drink to deaden the suffering. 
in the hour of the battle, the 
captain must be awake. Christ 
was the Captain of our salvation 
on Calvary. the crowning assault 
on sin, death and hell was made 
on the cross by our mighty leader. 
thus, we see that every rejection 
of Christ was in the service of 
the fallen world. he pleased not 
himself.
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noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 
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What is Biblical ‘humil-
ity’ and in which ar-
eas of  Christ’s life, do 

we see it manifested? the origi-
nal greek word used for humility 
in portraying the mind of Christ 
(Php.2:3-5) means a conscious 
preference of lowliness of mind 
over self-boasting.

Social

Do any of us have the choice 
of selecting our parents? if we 
had, some of us would have 
chosen the home of Mr and Mrs 
Bill gates to be born in! Now 
consider this truth. if at all there 
was one person who could have 
chosen affluent parents to live a 
life of ease, it was jesus! yet, he 
chose a lowly carpenter’s abode 
to grow-up in. Want proof of 
jesus’ earthly ‘parents’ social ‘low 
income’ strata, then consider 
these Scripture portions.

As per the Mosaic Law, every 
mother had a purification 
ritual. “And if she cannot afford 
a lamb, then she shall take two 
turtledoves or two pigeons, 
one for a burnt offering and the 
other for a sin offering. And the 

huMiLiTY ALL ThE WAY
Christ experienced hell for us in order that we do not  

end up there.

surEsh MANohArAN priest shall make atonement 
for her, and she shall be clean” 
(Lev.12:8). So what did Mary and 
her supportive husband joseph 
do? “And when the time came for 
their purification according to 
the Law of Moses, they brought 
him up to jerusalem to present 
him to the Lord (as it is written in 
the Law of the Lord, ‘every male 
who first opens the womb shall 
be called holy to the Lord’) and to 
offer a sacrifice according to what 
is said in the Law of the Lord, ‘a 
pair of turtledoves, or two young 
pigeons’” (Lk.2:22-24).

Professional

there were doctors and engi-
neers in Biblical times too. (it is 
not a sin to pursue these ‘lofty’ 
professions.) But our Lord con-
sciously chose a profession which 
cannot, by any stretch of imagina-
tion, be called a ‘white collar’ job 
(Mk.6:3). given his wisdom with 
which naturally come problem-
solving abilities (Lk.2:52), he 
could have opted easily for a job 
which would have guaranteed a 
better social status than the low-
ly one of a carpenter. this subject 
also leads us to a more profound 
thought that any lawful job, even 
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if it is a ‘servile’ one of say a road-
sweeper or drainage-cleaner 
becomes ‘sacred’ in the eyes of 
the Lord when it is carried out 
as ‘unto the Lord’ for his glory 
(Col.3:23).

Regional

Some locations become 
notorious, thanks to the sinful 
tendencies of the natives therein. 
i am not talking of Sodom and 
gomorrah, or, for that matter, 
Crete (gen.13:13; ti.1:12) but 
Nazareth, for nothing ‘good’ 
could ever be associated with this 
village (jn.1:46), which was a part 
of sin-darkened region of galilee 
(isa.9:1,2). however, the Saviour 
consciously chose to spend his 
formative years not in a popular 
town like jerusalem, with the 
temple in its midst. 

Financial

if growing up in obscure 
surroundings of Nazareth, as 
a poor carpenter, is no open 
sesame to riches, then a popular 
healing ministry when crowds 
flock around you in thousands 
(Mt.4:25) surely is. But what did 
our role-model, Lord jesus, do? Did 
he greedily and opportunistically 
fleece the ‘flock’ or feed it 
selflessly with both spiritual and 
physical food? Well, the Saviour 
had no place (read home) to lay 
down his head to sleep (Mt.8:20), 
and even when his popularity 

touched its peak, owned nothing 
more than one seamless garment 
(jn.19:23,24) till the end of his 
earthly ministry, to acquire which 
the Roman soldiers cast lots. “for 
you know the grace of our Lord 
jesus Christ, that though he was 
rich, yet for your sake he became 
poor...” (2Cor.8:9 eSV).

Many years later, an inspired 
apostle Paul would say, “in all 
things i have shown you that by 
working hard in this way we must 
help the weak and remember the 
words of the Lord jesus, how he 
himself said, ‘it is more blessed 
to give than to receive’” (Acts 
20:35).

Spiritual

Doesn’t the words ‘double pro-
motion’ instantly draw attention? 
Parents brag of their bright kids 
getting promoted straightaway 
from say 5th grade to 7th grade 
primarily on account of high 
scores. if in the spiritual realm, 
there is a three tier hierarchy 
(trinity at the top, angels in the 
middle and human beings at the 
bottom), then in the case of Christ 
it was an instance of ‘double de-
motion’ (heb.2:7,9) being vested 
with a finite human flesh.

it is not an understatement to 
say that at the fall, sin damaged 
the entire personality of man. his 
body, soul and spirit (1thes.5:23) 
were deeply ‘wounded’ as a 
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result of his conscious choice 
to breach his conscience in the 
garden of eden at the behest of 
the crafty tempter (gen.3:1-7). 
At our physical birth, we the 
descendants of the fallen Adam 
inherit the same fallen, broken 
and damaged personality. the 
redemption work of atonement 
required that all the three parts 
of the fallen man be set right.

the terrible suffering of our 
Saviour on the cross ensured 
that complete redemption 
was in place on the first good 
friday. his terrible physical 
anguish before and during the 
crucifixion (a horrific death 
sentence where pain is maximal 
with death) was immeasurable. 
the flogging and crowning of 
his head with the ‘laurel wreath 
of thorns’ only compounded it. 
yes, we were ‘sick’ from head to 
toe (isa.1:6), hence it required 
that our Saviour in his atoning 
work on the cross bleed to death 
from head to toe.

Now what about his emotional 
(soul) suffering before and during 
the crucifixion? I would caution 
the readers not to be carried away 
by some ‘Christian’ paintings 
which depict Christ praying in a 
dignified posture in the Garden of 
Gethsemane and being crucified 
with the loin cloth on? even as the 
cross, with all its indescribable 
pain, loomed before the spotless 

Son of god, so emotionally 
was he perturbed that he fell 
prostrate on his face (Mk.14:35) 
sweating blood. then what about 
the insults that accompanied 
him, all along this ordeal … the 
spitting and stripping (Mt.27:27-
31). historians tell us that in 
order to instil uttermost fear of 
rebelling against their authority, 
the Romans ensured that the 
perpetrator was insulted publicly, 
by crucifying him stark naked. 
So, Christ covered the shame 
brought about by sin (gen.3:7) by 
himself enduring shame on the 
cross (heb.12:2).

When all sin came upon his 
sinless self (2Cor.5:21), he 
experienced hell for us, in 
order that we do not end up 
there. Nothing more, nothing 
less and nothing else! jesus’ 
only source of comfort in this 
fiery affliction till then (the 
father’s holy presence) also 
abandoned him as the holy god 
whose pure eyes cannot see 
evil (hab.1:13) could not stay 
in the presence of despicable 
sin. hence, that heart-rending 
cry from the cross, “My god, My 
god (not My Father, in the way 
Christ had always addressed 
his father), why have you 
forsaken Me?” (Mt.27:46) 
in perfect fulfilment of the 
prophecy recorded about 1000 
years back (Ps.22:1).
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Perpetual

the enormity of Christ’s 
humility of coming down in 
a mere man’s body assumes 
different proportions altogether 
when we consider one more act 
of his inimitable humility, his 
conscious choice of remaining 
confined in it for eternity. His 
condescension meant, he would 
forever remain man albeit in a 
glorified body after ascension 
(Rev.1:12-16).

“for in Christ there is all of god 
in a human body” (Col.2:9 tLB). 
“that god is on one side and all 
the people on the other side, 
and Christ jesus, himself Man, 
is between them to bring them 
together” (1tim.2:5 tLB). “i 
looked and saw a Lamb standing 
there before the twenty-four 
elders, in front of the throne 
and the living beings, and on the 
Lamb were wounds that once had 
caused his death” (Rev.5:6 tLB).

there was an orphaned 
boy living with his grandma 
when their house caught fire. 
the grandmother, trying to 
get upstairs to rescue the 
boy, perished in the flames. 
the boy’s cries for help were 
finally answered by a man who 
climbed an iron drainpipe and 
came back down with the boy 
hanging tightly to his neck. 
Several weeks later, a public 
hearing was held to determine 

who would receive custody of 
the child. A farmer, a teacher, 
and the town’s wealthiest 
citizen all gave reasons why they 
should be chosen to give the boy 
a home. But as they talked, the 
lad’s eyes remained focused 
on the floor. then a stranger 
walked to the front and slowly 
took his hands from his pockets, 
revealing severe scars on them. 
As the crowd gasped, the boy 
cried out in recognition. this 
was the man who had saved his 
life. his hands had been burned 
when he climbed the hot pipe. 
With a leap the boy threw his 
arms around the man’s neck 
and held on for dear life. the 
other men silently walked away, 
leaving the boy and his rescuer 
alone. those marred hands had 
settled the issue.

Christ’s hands and legs still 
retain the scars we inflicted upon 
him. We need to respond with a 
resolution of showing life-long 
loyalty purely out of love and 
humility for the one who out 
of his indescribable humility 
has given his all to us! Love and 
humility are bestowed upon us 
by his grace (jas.1:17)! What a 
Saviour! hallelujah!
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ever heard of an athlete 
who started running 
the race a little later, but 

yet won the medal? the Bible 
mentions the apostle Paul as one 
such athlete. 

Paul was a great intellectual, 
philosopher and also a 
fundamental jewish religious 
fanatic. he led an anti-Christian 
movement that left a trail of 
bloodshed, arson and demolition 
of churches in jerusalem and 
other neighbouring judean areas. 
As he was travelling to Syria on a 
mission to destroy churches and 
Christianity there, jesus appeared 
and spoke to him in a vision from 
heaven during the day, on the 
outskirts of Damascus, the capital 
of Syria. Paul, who was until 
then rubbishing the faith of the 
Christians and their belief that 
jesus died and rose again to life on 
the third day, was astonished to 
see and hear jesus talking to him. 
he got converted to Christianity 
instantly and embarked upon a 
new mission to preach the gospel 

pAuL WoN ThE rACE … 
DEspiTE JoiNiNG LATE
Let us not conspire to give little to God and extract a lot  

from Him.

T. A. prABhu KirAN of jesus to the unknown and to 
establish churches in the heathen 
lands. 

he lived for about 62 years. 
The first 30 years of his life were 
lived against jesus Christ and 
his people. After conversion, 
he became a faithful servant 
of the Lord doing a glorious 
ministry in the second half of 
his life, lasting for 32 years. As a 
preacher, writer, an immaculate 
believer and an untiring leader 
of the evangelical movement, 
the impact he left on the history 
of the church is so profound 
that among the early apostles 
and their ministries, he walked 
away with the lion’s share. While 
writing the epistle to the church 
in Philippi, which was founded by 
him, he revealed the secret of his 
success in the ministry. Paul said 
that he was doing just one thing, 
to press on towards the goal set 
by the Lord, leaving behind all his 
past (Php.3:13,14).

We all have a dark past full 
of mistakes, humiliation and 
failures. But for many of us it is 
a stumbling block that prevents 
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us from pressing forward in life. 
Paul too had a past. But instead 
of sulking in the humiliating past 
of killing the children of god and 
demolishing churches, he chose 
to leave all that behind and press 
on towards the crown of the Lord 
in the new path that the Lord 
himself had opened before him. 
Paul spent the first half of his 
life in a leisurely and careless 
manner, chasing empty ideals and 
meaningless ambitions. But when 
he found a blessed purpose in life, 
after his encounter with the Lord, 
he spent the last half of his life in 
a meaningful and fruitful way. 

People without a noble purpose 
will find a thousand reasons to 
idle away their life by indulging 
in mundane things like criticising 
others, conspiring against people, 
in self-boasting, spreading lies 
and becoming experts at picking 
feathers on eggs, and so on. But 
people with a purpose in life 
will surely understand the value 
of time and life for them is a 
festival every day. An athlete who 
missed his Olympics medal by a 
whisker will tell us how valuable 
even the fraction of a second is. 
Someone being rushed to the 
hospital with a heart attack but 
whose ambulance gets stuck 
in traffic jam understands how 
invaluable every minute is. We 
too will realise how recklessly 
we are wasting our invaluable 

life time when we stand before 
the throne of judgment with our 
guilt-filled countenances looking 
downwards. But sadly it would be 
too late by then.

Let us resolve to spend some 
time everyday to grow in the 
knowledge of our heavenly father. 
Let us also be determined to spend 
a small part of our resources to fill 
the lives of the under-privileged, 
poor and needy with happiness, in 
reciprocation of the endless love 
we are receiving from the Lord. 
Let us keep ourselves aloof from 
the unwanted and un-Christian 
feelings, like vengeance, anger, 
deceit, selfishness and envy, 
and imbibe the divine qualities 
of love, forgiveness, sacrifice, 
selflessness and helping others. 
Let us not conspire to give little 
to god and extract a lot from him. 
Let us have a self-contented and 
not a self-centred life, and try to 
be a blessing to many. 

We may have lived like Saul until 
now, but here is the new lease of 
time granted to us by the Lord 
to help us live at least a few days 
of this year like Paul the ‘new 
creation’ in Christ (2Cor.5:17).
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ThE MAKiNG oF pETEr, 
ThE DisCipLE - 3

Disciples worship Jesus

We have been looking 
at Matthew 14 where 
Peter walks on water 

with jesus. We stopped at verse 29, 
where Peter was able to walk on 
water towards jesus. But walking 
consistently on top of some sins 
can be most frightening.

What do we do when jesus calls us 
at the temptations of sexual lust or 
anger or a judgmental attitude or an 
unforgiving spirit – and jesus calls 
us to face them head on and walk 
on top of them? Maybe like Peter, 
we are able to stay victorious for a 
while. But as time passes, we find 
that our past victories do nothing 
to quiet the sin from raging within, 
even after a few weeks or months 
of faithfulness. So we slowly grow 
frightened of the storm still raging.
We fear that these particular sins 
that have always mastered us will 
eventually get the better of us and 
we will revert to those sinful habits. 
So we finally give in again and like 
Peter, we begin to sink. “But seeing 
the wind, he became frightened, 
and beginning to sink, he cried out, 
‘Lord, save me!’” (v30).

sANDEEp pooNEN Never Losing The “Lord, Save 
Me” Cry

Peter was a fisherman. He was 
very familiar with water, and 
could swim (jn.21:7). But we don’t 
see Peter trying to swim his way 
back to the boat. he also didn’t 
try to blame jesus for allowing 
him to sink – after all, it was jesus 
who told him to come. how could 
Jesus first ask Peter to come, and 
then now allow him to sink?

the heart of a disciple doesn’t 
seek to blame or question his 
Master. he didn’t even seek to 
wallow in guilt and shame of not 
focusing on jesus (he would have 
died!). instead, he saw his need 
and called out to jesus for help. 
When we fail, we can be tempted 
to blame god or others.

it is very hard to consistently 
come back to Jesus with this 
simple cry, “Lord, save me!” yes, 
we might come to Him the first 
few times. But after failing seven 
times or ‘seventy times seven’, 
we can begin to lose heart. We 
can be tempted to think that god 
cannot forgive us. this is where 
some who start out seeking 
to be disciples fall away: They 
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somewhere lose their “Lord, save 
me” cry in their pursuit of being 
like Jesus in His holiness. Let us be 
different. Let us meditate most 
on Jesus’ infinite ability to save, 
rather than on our own abilities 
in fighting sin, or the sin raging 
around us.

A Lack Of Faith In Jesus

“immediately jesus stretched 
out his hand and took hold of 
him, and said to him, ‘you of little 
faith, why did you doubt?’” (v31).

there are many worship songs 
that we sing today 
where we tell god 
that he is enough and 
everything to us. But 
whenever we choose 
to do our own will and 
serve our own selfish 
desires and thereby 
reject the will of god, 
we are very clearly 
telling god with our actions that he 
is not enough. What we are really 
telling him is that he is enough on 
Sunday mornings when the tune 
is right and we’re in the mood for 
him. But on the mid-week nights 
when we’re feeling lonely and 
discouraged, he is not enough. So 
very naturally, we open ourselves 
to the enemy’s attacks and give in 
to our own passions, and end up 
falling into sin.

through it all, jesus’ words to 
us remain consistent: “You are 

of little faith. Why do you doubt 
that I am enough?” it is not an 
accusation, because jesus is not 
an accuser. the devil is called 
the accuser of the brethren 
(Rev.12:10). jesus never accuses. 
But his words are words of truth 
and life meant to show us the 
reality of our spiritual condition, 
and to show us where we lack 
faith.

jesus never seeks to tell us that 
we’re worthless or no good. he is 
never sick and tired of us. every 
trial is simply a testing of our faith 

(jas.1:2-4), and a lack 
of faith is disastrous for 
us – as it is impossible 
to please god without 
faith (heb.11:6).

Walk With Him

“When they got into 
the boat, the wind 
stopped” (v32).

here’s the bottom line:We walk 
in dependence on Him even as the 
storm is raging. He wants us to 
walk on top of the stormy winds 
of every last temptation that beats 
against us. He wants us to walk 
back to the boat, and only then the 
storm stops.

i know that i have often 
paid too much attention to the 
raging winds of temptation that 
don’t die down. i’ve paid too 
much attention to the fact that 
i keep on getting frightened 

Jesus never seeks to tell 
us that we’re worthless 
or no good. He is never 

sick and tired of us. 
Every trial is simply 
a testing of our faith 
and a lack of faith is 

disastrous for us 
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by the raging temptations and 
sink again and again. So i get 
discouraged and decide to give 
up on jesus. But all because i 
missed the main lesson that 
jesus was trying to teach me: 
To possess an enduring faith no 
matter the cost! (1jn.5:4).

Victory Over Sin Is A Pathway

“And those who were in the boat 
worshipped him, saying, ‘you are 
certainly god’s Son!’” (v33).

We know that he was fully man 
because he was tempted just as 
we are (heb.4:15) and god cannot 
be tempted (jas.1:14). But jesus 
was also fully god while here 
on earth. And one of the clear 
proofs that jesus was fully god 
here on earth is that he accepted 
worship and did not forbid them 
from doing something that is 
clearly reserved for god alone 
(Acts10:25,26;Rev.19:10).

jesus accepted worship many 
times. But of all the times that 
he accepted worship before his 
death, only once do we find the 
disciples worshipping him – and 
that is here.

What was so special that caused 
the disciples to worship jesus? 
they had seen the paralysed 
walk, demons cast out, and even 
the dead raised. they had also 
been given the authority by jesus 
to cast out demons and heal the 

sick themselves (Mt.10:1). But 
none of these caused the disciples 
to instinctively worship jesus. 
yet here they were, worshipping 
jesus and proclaiming him to be 
the Son of god.

What was so unique about this 
particular miracle? i think at least 
two things:
1) They were being tested.

Most of the miracles that the 
disciples witnessed didn’t involve 
them. they were witnesses and 
bystanders. But in this miracle, 
they were the ones most affected 
by it. they were being tossed 
around in their boat, and probably 
feared for even their lives.
2) They saw one of their fellow 

disciples also perform the 
miracle. 

there was one other time when 
the disciples were being tossed 
around in a boat, and in that 
miracle they woke jesus up and 
he stilled the sea (Lk.8:22-25). 
But they didn’t worship him then; 
they were fearful and amazed. 
But here, even though the storm 
was similar, they witnessed Peter, 
one of their fellow disciples, do 
what they thought was reserved 
only for jesus.

Peter’s experience here was 
tremendously convicting to Peter 
and the other disciples. So they all 
worshipped him and proclaimed 
that jesus was the Son of god.
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When we proclaim jesus as 
the Son of god, we are stating 
that jesus walked on top of every 
storm of sin, and that he can help 
us walk on top of every storm 
of sin too! This is the difference 
between a righteous holy man and 
the Son of God. We can marvel at 
the life of a holy person, but the 
Son of god is unique in that he 
comes to show us how we too can 
live like he did.

May god help us be disciples 
like Peter. Storms of temptation 
have a definite purpose: to build 
up our faith in jesus so that we 
can walk with him in triumph 

over every raging wind. And 
even when we stumble, our 
persistent faith in god will cause 
us to get back up and eventually 
walk on top of our storms back 
to the boat. this will build faith 
in other disciples as well – to 
see jesus as the Son of god who 
can help us all over every one 
of our stormy seas. And we will 
together worship him.
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Situation Vacant  
Contract Basis General Manager

Location:-   
A Christian Mission in rural U.P  4 hrs by car or train from Major Cities.

Mission institutions:-  
CBSE School, Inter College & Hostels

Salary, etc.:-  
Rs. 50,000 with large secure quarters, partial use of vehicle as  

required.

APPLICANT AS BELOW:

Qualification:-  Post graduate in any subject, preferably, 
MBA or similar.

Age and Marital Status: Married, Age 35 - 50 yrs

Languages:- Fluent in spoken and written Hindi and  
English.

Experience:- Six years in administration, including 2 
years in Christian organization. Good knowl-
edge accounts, computer, basic correspon-
dence.

Denomination:- No bar, must be born again, immersed, with 
sound Bible knowledge.

Starting date:- Within 11 weeks.  Final Interviews to con-
duct in UP.  

With Application, send: Samples of correspondence in Hindi and 
English drafted and handwritten by appli-
cant.

Applications:- Should send CV, copies of certificates, refer-
rals within two weeks to:

PO Box 1075, Nawabganj, Kanpur, U.P. 208002.
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Don’t Waste Their Mistakes... Learn From Them

A MAN Who hAD rELiGioN 
BuT No rELATioNship

 ViJAY ThANGiAh

CHArACTEr 
STuDy

CHARACTER:  
CAIAPHAS

MEANING: He that 
seeks with diligence 

PRONUNCIATION: 
kay-uh-fuhs or  
say-ee-uh-phus

BIBLE PASSAGE: 
Matthew 26:1-5,57-
68; john 11:49-53.

BACKGROUND

joseph surnamed Caiaphas which in greek means 
“searcher” is only mentioned four times in the 
New testament: at the raising of Lazarus in john 
chapter 11, at the trial of jesus in Matthew 26 and 
john 18 and at the trial of Peter and john in Acts 
chapter 4. And yet, he played a crucial role in the 
plot to crucify jesus. 
Caiaphas was born of the tribe of Levi, whom god 
had set apart to be the priests and religious leaders 
of Israel. He married into one of the most influential 
families of his day, the high Priest Annas. Caiaphas 
served as high Priest for 18 years
Although little is known of Caiaphas’ 18 year tenure, 
the length suggests that he must have worked well 
with Roman authority. Many scholars believe that 
Caiaphas had a close working relationship with 
Pontius Pilate. Regardless, Caiaphas was shrewd
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and adaptable enough to appease the Romans 
while still protecting the religious freedom of 
israel. high Priests were both respected and 
despised by the jewish population. they were 
seen as playing a critical role in the religious 
life of the nation. At the same time, many jews 
resented the close relationship they maintained 
with Roman authorities, suspecting them of being 
influenced, taking bribes or practicing other forms 
of corruption.
1.  Religious people think that they know so 
much about God that they no longer need 
Him.

Caiaphas was a highly religious person. he had 
spent years learning Levitical law in rabbinical school. he did all 
the rituals of religion. he fasted, he prayed and observed all the 
disciplines. But yet something was not right. Caiaphas’ religion 
did not mean that god was leading him. 
When you have God all figured out wrapped up nice & tight in a 
theological and religious bundle you have only religion left and no 
relationship.
The moment you believe you have God all figured out . . . you will 
become, at best, unresponsive to any new direction god wants to 
take you. (this goes for individuals and churches.)
2. Caiaphas was very religious, and even spoke a profound 
truth about Christ’s substitutionary sacrifice.

in john 11:50 we read about him saying, “it is expedient for us, 
that one man should die for the people.” 
thus, he spoke the profound truth of Christ’s death as a substitute 
for sinners, echoing the words of isaiah, “But he was wounded 
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we 
are healed” (isa.53:5).
But you need to be careful! you can know those words without 
receiving any benefit from them! That was the case of Caiaphas. 
He knew the right words, but they had absolutely no effect on his 
life.
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3. He was unresponsive to God’s leading.

god had given Caiaphas reason upon reason upon reason to 
believe that jesus was the promised Messiah.
in john 11:43-46, we have the Lord raising Lazarus from the dead. 
in verse 47, the chief priests and Pharisees admit that jesus has 
done a lot of miracles, and in verses 62 to 66 jesus himself plainly 
tells them (in verse 64) that he is indeed the Messiah, the Son of 
god.
But in spite of all these, Caiaphas did not respond to jesus and see 
him as the promised Messiah. 
4.  Caiaphas was a hypocrite. 

He was a hypocrite, for in the final trial… when he was filled with 
inner glee because he had found what he considered a ground for 
Christ’s condemnation, he tore his priestly robe as if overcome by 
profound sorrow! 
Caiaphas was a “manipulator, an opportunist, who did not know 
the meaning of fairness or justice… he did not shrink from 
shedding innocent blood. he made what he did look as if it were 
the one thing needful for the welfare of the people. in order to 
effect the condemnation of Jesus, who had aroused his envy (Matt. 
27:18), he was going to use devices which were the product of 
clever calculation….
Note: What Caiaphas does in rending his garments is worthy of 
note. the high Priest was forbidden from doing this under the Law, 
Lev. 21:10. for a high Priest to rend his garments was to disqualify 
himself from his office! The pretender has disqualified himself 
before the true high Priest! the inferior was stepping down in the 
presence of the Superior! you see, jesus was on the way to the 
cross to abolish the old Jewish sacrificial system forever. Caiaphas 
didn’t realise the significance of what he was doing, but he was the 
last High Priest of the end of the sacrificial system, he was merely 
abolishing the role of the human priest forever! 
5. Caiaphas’ religion did not change him.

At the crucifixion, we find the response of two witnesses to the 
crucified Jesus. Caiaphas and the religious crowd mocked Him. In 
Mark 15:31-32 we read,.. in the same way the chief priests also, 
along with the scribes, were mocking him among themselves and 
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saying, “he saved others; he cannot save himself. “Let this Christ, 
the King of israel, now come down from the cross, so that we may 
see and believe!” 
But we also see the response of the Roman soldier at the foot of 
the cross.
in Mark 15:39 we read, When the centurion, who was standing 
right in front of him, saw the way he breathed his last, he said, 
“truly this man was the Son of god!” 
Caiaphas saw jesus . . . but left Calvary with a religion. the centurion 
saw jesus . . . but left with a relationship!
6. Caiaphas, like Cain, never repented – and was never saved.

Caiaphas, like Cain, was influenced by Satan, “that wicked one.” Like 
Cain, Caiaphas was of “the world.” he never stopped listening to Satan. 
he never left the “world” to serve god. the essenes of the jewish 
Qumran community, which produced the Dead Sea Scrolls, were very 
critical of Caiaphas, whom they called the “wicked priest”.
Cain and Caiaphas give an awful warning to those who remain 
religious but lost. Both Cain and Caiaphas shrugged off the voice 
of god, speaking to their consciences, and plunged ahead into self-
centred lives. Both Cain and Caiaphas will stand before Christ at 
the Last judgment, and he will say to them, “i never knew you: 
depart from me, ye that work iniquity” (Mt.7:23). then they will 
“be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth” (Mt.8:12).
it never entered his mind to think about god and repent of his 
sin. he went right on playing politics – full of religion, without any 
fear of god – until he was driven out of the priesthood by Pilate’s 
successor Vitellus a couple of years later, in A.D. 36 according to 
josephus. he is only remembered for being “deeply responsible 
for the judicial murder of [jesus] the innocent prisoner.”

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What are some of the ways in which even today, 
one can have religion, but not a relationship?

2. how and why do we feel threatened when god 
does a new thing outside our comfort zone?

3.  What narratives or beliefs does jesus challenge 
for change in us?
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APPLICATION QUESTIONS

1. how do you accept the new work that god is 
doing in your life? Are you willing to give up the 
way things were and how they were done? 

2. how is god challenging your narratives and 
beliefs? 

3. how does one move from a religion to a 
relationship? 

MEMORY VERSE

2 Corinthians 13:5
 examine yourselves, to see whether you are in 

the faith. test yourselves. or do you not realise 
this about yourselves, that jesus Christ is in you?—
unless indeed you fail to meet the test! (eSV)
PRAYER

Lord, i pray that you would search me and 
examine me and help me to be honest in checking 
if i have only a religion or a real relationship with 
you. Amen.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director of Youth 
For Christ.
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After two days of just lying 
there in pain, some workers 
found her and put her on a 
makeshift cot and loaded her 
into their jeep and drove 150 
miles over deep rutted roads 
to find a doctor who could 
set the broken bones. But the 
very bumpy ride damaged 
her bones so badly that her 
hip never completely healed. 
He says, “I visited my mother 
in her mud-covered hut 
several weeks after all of this 
happened. I watched as she 
took two bamboo crutches 
that she had made herself, 
and moved from one place 
to another with her feet just 
dragging behind because 
she had lost all feeling in 
them.” He says, “At age 75, 
with a broken hip, unable 
to stand on her own two 
legs, I thought that I made a 
pretty intelligent suggestion. 
I suggested that she retire.” 
He says, “She turned around 
and looked at me and said, 
‘What value is that? If we try 
to preserve this body just a 
few more years and it is not 
being used for God, of what 
value is that?’ So she kept on 
working. She kept on riding 
her donkey to villages until 
she was 93 years old... And 
she continued to tell people 
about Jesus Christ until she 
died at age 95.”

5. Caleb experienced what God 
had promised!

 He climbed the mountains 
and he defeated the giants 
– he claimed his possession. 
The name of the place Caleb 
inherited used to be called 
Kirjatharba (city of the four 
giants). Now it was named 
Hebron (seat of association 
or fellowship). Caleb refused 
to quit until he had obtained 
everything the Lord had for 
him! He refused to stop until 
he had obtained that place of 
fellowship with God.

 Where are you in your 
personal walk with the 
Lord? Have you entered into 
your victory, or are you still 
wandering around in the 
wilderness struggling day 
to day? God has a place of 
peace and power for you, but 
you must be willing to claim 
your possession. It isn’t for 
the faint-hearted, but it is for 
the faith-hearted. 

 Half-hearted Christians are 
faint-hearted Christians, and 
they never learn to conquer 
the giants in their lives.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.

ReadeRs!
IF yOu LIkE THIS MAgAzINE, TELL OTHErS. IF NOT, TELL uS.  

EITHEr WAy, WE WOuLD LIkE TO HEAr FrOM yOu.

LIgHT OF LIFE 
P.O.BOx NO.4576, 21, yMCA rOAD, MuMBAI, CENTrAL, MuMBAI 400 008 

E-MAIL: LIgHTOFLIFE1@rEDIFFMAIL.COM
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Job Ch 1 to 21 
New International Version (IBS) or Zondervan

J. FrEDrIC DAWSON

Crossword 40 

Clues Across:
1. Pouring forth all his grievances, Job 

wished that if there was someone to 
………… between him and God, terror 
would not frighten him. (ch      vs       )

7. Job had ………. daughters.  
(ch     vs     )

8. Job tells in desperation, “Turn away from 
me so that I can have a moment’s joy 
before I go to the place of no return, to 
the land of ………. and deep shadow. 
(ch      vs      )

9. Satan argued with God that Job feared 
God, as he has put a ……….. around him 
and his household and everything he has.    
(ch         vs      )

13. Zophar, Job’s friend describes Job’s 
talk as …..which cannot silence men.   
(ch            vs       )

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10 11

12

13 14 15

16 17

18 19

20

21

15. Job asks his friends to hear his arguments 
and listen to the …… of his lips.  
(ch     vs      )

16. ”Yet his food will turn ……in his stomach; 
it will become the venom of serpents 
within him.” (ch      vs        )

18. “Darkness came upon him in a day 
time, at …, they grope as in the night.”  
(ch        vs       )

19. Job answers “…., that my words were 
recorded, they were written as a scroll”,  
( ch       vs     )

21. “Let his own eyes see his …………..; let 
him drink of the wrath of the Almighty” 
(ch    vs       ) 

Clues Down:
1. “What is man that you make so much of 

him, that you gave him so much ……...?”  
(ch             vs     )

Answers received after 5th August 2017 will not be considered.

Send in your answers with Bible references by e-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, 
to reach Light of Life, Post Box 4576, 21-yMCA Road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400008, not 
later than August 5, 2017. Please indicate your name, address and Light of Life Subscription 
Number while sending the answers. 
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2. Seeing his 3 friends after calamity struck 
Job and remaining speechless for 7 days, 
Job opened his mouth and cursed the day 
of his …..  (ch     vs     )

3.  Describing God’s power, Job says that God 
alone can stretch out the heavens and ….. 
on the waves of the sea. ( ch     vs     )

4. Job accepts the fact that he cannot dispute 
God or find words to …….. with Him.  
(ch    vs     )

5. Job compares how a man’s hopes are 
destroyed, to how mountains …….and 
crumble.   (ch         vs      )

6. Job says, “If indeed you can exalt 
yourselves above me and use my ……. 
against me, then know that God has 
wronged me and drawn His net around 
me.”  (ch      vs     )

10. “Do you fix your…..on such a one? Will 
you bring him before you for judgment?” 
(ch         vs       )

11. “Will it …down to the gates of death? 
Will we descend together into the dust?” 
(ch     vs     )

12. “At least there is hope for a tree, if 
it is cut down, it will ……. again.”  
( ch     vs      )

14. “The .. may roar and growl, yet the teeth 
of the great … are broken.” (ch  vs      )

17. “Does a wild donkey bray when it has 
grass, or  an …. bellow when it has 
fodder” (ch    vs    )

20. “Surely God does not reject a blameless 
man … strengthen the hands of evil 
doers.” (ch      vs      )

Answers to Crossword No. 38 ( Nehemiah) 
Across: Down:

1. rebuilding (2:18) 1. responsible ( 13:10) 
6. Shelemiah (3:30) 2. Beersheba (11:30)
8. set (10: 32&33) 3. drink (8:12)
9. men(1:2) 4. Nehum (7:6&7)
12. Shecaniah (6:17&18) 5. countrymen (5:7)
13. beam (3:3) 7. eat (9:36)
14. room (13:7) 10. annals (12:23)
16. extensive (4:19 11. hair (13:25)
12. one (2:12)    
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Introduction

A novel written by R. L. Stevenson called ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.’ Shows two 
personalities in a person. 

Sometimes we display our carnal nature like that of a …

1. Brute beast
 Psa.73:21-22   (2Pet.2:12;Tit.1:12)
2. Mind of an animal
 Dan.4:15-16     (Jude 10)
3. Wild donkey or a she-camel
 Jer.2:23-24   (Gen.16:12;Hos.8:9)
4. Lusty stallions
 Jer.5:8   (Psa.32:9) 
5. Serpents or vipers
 Psa.140:3  (Psa.58:2,4;Matt 3:7-9) 
6. Dogs
 Pro.26:11(2Pet.2:22), (Psa.59:6;Isa.56:11;Php.3:2)
7. Cannibals
 Gal.5:15
Antidote to prevent us from turning into animals

Antidote # 1: Submission to the Lord      Dan.4:25-26
Antidote # 2: Gaining God’s perspective  Psa.73:16
Antidote # 3: Live by the Spirit                Gal.5:16-22
Antidote # 4: Deal with the Root issue    Mt. 12:33-34
Antidote #5 Partake of the divine nature  2Pet.1:3-7
 Animal behaviour    human nature   divine nature 

Conclusion

Christ has given us His divine nature and His divine promises to be able to gain victory 
over all the animal instincts. Christ dwells in us by His Spirit and His strength, wisdom 
and power makes us overcomers. As it says in Titus 2:11-12…

May we live a life of victory through the grace of God in Christ Jesus.

ANiMAL BEhAViour
Sermon Outline 

sTANLEY MEhTA
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NOTES ALONg 
THE JOurNEy

MusiC FroM spACE
oBY ChEriAN

The heavens proclaim the glory of God.
The skies display His craftsmanship.

Day after day they continue to speak;
night after night they make Him known.
They speak without a sound or word;

their voice is never heard,
Yet their message has gone 

throughout the earth” (Psa.19:1-4).
it sounded like the soothing waves 

on a beach and at times like the 
soundtrack of a suspense movie. 
then came another batch of sounds; 
what to me was like the chirping of 
birds at the break of dawn. 

The first was the heliospheric radio 
emissions captured from the edge 
of our solar system, the second was 
from the frequencies from the planet 
jupiter. “jupiter is talking to us in a 
way only gas giant worlds can,” said 
Bill Kurth, a research scientist at the 
university of iowa. 

Music is the arrangement of sound 
frequencies that seem pleasing to the 
ear. And our ears are made to best 
appreciate the vibrations of air. in 
that sense outer space must be a vast 
ocean of silence. But it is not without 
electromagnetic vibrations sent out 
by planets and far away stars. Most 
interestingly when these are changed 
to sound waves – a process called data 
sonification – they produce a kind 
of haunting primordial music that 
seems to sooth our nerves. At another 

time i listened to a symphony which 
i could have sworn was produced by 
a virtuous human composer but was 
actually a duet derived from data 
gathered from interstellar space by 
two spacecraft – Voyager 1 and 2.

god is not silent like some may think. 
he speaks to us through his word 
and then he speaks to us through 
the world around us. he even speaks 
to us through the heavenly bodies 
he has made. Sometimes he speaks 
to us through a song; he speaks to 
us through a friend. he speaks to us 
through silence and when we feel like 
orphans he speaks to us through a 
still small voice inside us – his spirit 
speaking to our spirit telling us that 
we are his children (Rom.8:16).

those scientists spent months 
and used supercomputers to derive 
these audio files that give us ‘music 
from space’. it is fascinating to hear 
the music of his creation but it’s 
more important to listen to him as 
he speaks to us every day. the ears 
of faith will hear music where others 
hear only silence. “But in these last 
days he has spoken to us through his 
Son. he is the one through whom god 
created the universe” (heb.1:2).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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WOrD AND 
THE WOrLD

This is our FAThEr’s 
WorLD

CYriL GEorGEsoN

W
Or

D AND THE WOrLD

environmentalism is a fad 
that has been embraced 
by the modern world. 

Much of this has at its roots the 
worship of nature as mother. Many 
thinking Christians have rightly 
rejected this. But some have gone 
to the other extreme as to think 
that nature is not worth bother-
ing about. today the Christian 
worldview often stands accused 
of paving the way for the mind-
less exploitation and degradation 
of nature. our awkward silence 
and lack of a widespread under-
standing of the Biblical teaching 
has even made the church look 
guilty. the World Conservation 
Congress meets every four years, 
and in the last meeting in Sep-
tember 2016, was attended by 
around 9000 delegates. Sadly, 
only one international Christian 
conservation organisation was 
present.

World Wildlife fund claimed in 
a report in 2014 that half of the 
world’s wildlife was lost in the 
previous forty years. the Bible 
is very clear that we ought to pay 

attention to god’s creation and 
so should participate in creation 
care. Because of an inadequate 
articulation of the wholistic Bibli-
cal worldview, the ones who talk 
the most about nature are secu-
larists. until recently there were 
very few Christians and organisa-
tions involved in conversations 
on nature and her care. Never-
theless, there is now the under-
standing that this issue is also 
moral and is the result of a spiri-
tual crisis. gus Speth, who helped 
found the Natural Resources De-
fence Council and was dean of the 
yale School of forestry and envi-
ronmental Studies, told a British 
radio presenter in 2013: “i used 
to think that top global environ-
mental problems were biodiver-
sity loss, ecosystem collapse, and 
climate change. i thought that 
with 30 years of good science we 
could address these problems, 
but i was wrong. the top environ-
mental problems are selfishness, 
greed, and apathy, and to deal 
with these we need a spiritual 
and cultural transformation. And 
we scientists don’t know how to 
do that.”
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Stewards Of Nature

the opening chapter of genesis 
celebrates god in his creative 
work. After he had crafted a world 
that was not only suitable to sus-
tain life, but also full of richness 
and beauty he created human-
kind. humankind is the only one 
made in his image with the ex-
press directive to be fruitful, to fill 
the earth and to rule over it. the 
Biblical view is very clear that hu-
mans had (and have) the respon-
sibility of stewarding god’s cre-
ation. But stewardship morphed 
into the unbiblical wonton, un-
controlled, exploitation of nature 
only for crude economic and ma-
terial profit. In Deuteronomy the 
israelites were warned against 
just such an attitude. the writer 
warns, “When you shall besiege 
a city a long time in making war 
against it to take it, you shall not 
destroy its trees by forcing an axe 
against them. for you may eat of 
them, and you shall not cut them 
down. For is the tree of the field a 
man that it should go before you 
to lay siege?” Here the fine bal-
ance of stewardship and use is 
clearly highlighted.

Lynn White, in an article 
written in the 1960s, titled ‘the 
historical Roots of our ecologic 
Crisis’ argues that the crisis in 
ecology is caused by the Christian 
worldview. the mandate to 
rule over creation led to a ‘bad-
view of nature’ – that humans 

had the rights to treat nature in 
exploitative destructive ways. 
he charged that though we live 
in a post-Christian world, we 
were nevertheless living by the 
Christian ethic which permitted 
the misuse of nature.

today we see that the environ-
mental movement has drifted to-
wards a religious framework, but 
not the Christian view. Many en-
vironmentalists incline towards 
pantheism where nature has 
been deified and grass, rabbits 
and humans have been put on the 
same level. As Francis Schaeffer 
pointed out, by one standpoint, 
according to the Bible, grass, rab-
bits and humans share something 
in common– all are created and fi-
nite. But, this is not the complete 
picture. We are like god and un-
like grass and rabbits in that we 
are personal and made in the im-
age of god. thus, we take respon-
sibility for the created order as 
delegated by god. that is why we 
have not heard about an interna-
tional convention for the conser-
vation of humans organised by 
rabbits. our connection upward 
(godward) is that we are made in 
the image of god and our connec-
tion sidewards and downwards 
(with grass, rabbits, dolphins, pi-
geons etc.) is that we are created 
beings. this kind of integration 
both with divinity and creature-
ness is not found in any other 
faith system.
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Back To The Bible

Why does this matter? As much 
as it is important to evangelise 
and disciple, it is also important 
to take our responsibility in the 
areas of compassion, social justice 
and creation care seriously. these 
are also part of our god given 
responsibility. to skirt around 
the call for wholistic ministry 
and only focusing on aspects that 
draw applause is to altogether 
ignore large parts of scripture 
and demonstrates a handicapped 
discipleship. Paul reminds us that 
“all creation is waiting eagerly 
for that future day when god will 
reveal who his children really 
are. Against its will, all creation 
was subjected to god’s curse. 
But with eager hope, the creation 
looks forward to the day when it 
will join god’s children in glorious 
freedom from death and decay. 
for we know that all creation has 
been groaning as in the pains of 
childbirth right up to the present 
time.” Are we not the children 
who ought to now step in to stall 
death and decay of nature?

And, who apart from Christ 
can redeem us from selfishness 
and greed which gus Speth said 
was needed to deal with the ‘top 
environmental problems’. So not 
only can we articulate a world 
view that deals with stewardship 
of nature without falling into the 
errors of worshipping nature 
(mostly subtly) or destroying 

creation, but the gospel can also 
deal with the root problems of 
the human heart. 

Scripture joyously celebrates 
god’s creation. there are passages 
that celebrate the diversity, 
purpose and beauty to be enjoyed 
by the children of god. they revel 
in the rivers clapping their hands 
and mountains and hills singing 
for joy, while trees of the field clap 
their hands in the presence of 
god and his children. Christians 
have been careful to avoid the 
pagan deification of nature but 
have often ended up ignoring 
the degradation of nature. there 
is the need for a Christian ethic 
that not only considers how we 
relate to other humans, but also 
with other parts of god’s created 
order which includes nature and 
her rich offerings.

finally, we need to remember 
that by his incarnation into this 
world - his creation, god has 
forever bestowed sacredness on 
her. By his resurrection from the 
dead into a glorified yet physical 
body here on earth and his 
ascension he reminds us of the 
promise of the new heavens, new 
earth and a glorified body.

Cyril Georgeson  
serves with InterServe 

and resides in Mumbai.
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Anti-conversion Laws 
Embolden  Radicals

(Christian Post): Since Bharatiya 
janata Party (BjP) gained power 
in 2014, india has swiftly slid 
into religious intolerance as the 
government introduced strict 
anti-conversion laws in five 
states. While the law has not 
been enforced nationwide yet, it 
emboldened radicals to persecute 
people of other belief systems, 
including Christianity.

Andrew Boyd, the spokesman 
for Christian charity Release 
international, said the laws 
prohibit converting hindus to 
other religions, which effectively 
made evangelising illegal. “if 
you preach about heaven then 
it’s considered to be bribery. if 
you speak about hell, then it’s 
considered to be a threat. if you 
offer any kind of Christian charity 
then it’s regarded also as bribery,” 
he explained.

in the junwani village of Chhat-
tisgarh, authorities outlawed 
church attendance on easter Sun-
day and imposed a fine equiva-
lent to the wage of a person for 
four to five months. That Sun-
day, five spies were sent to the 
church to list down the names of 

News
the violators. the next day, four 
Christians were forced to stand 
like criminals in the middle of 
the village elders. After that, the 
hindu priest forced 15 Christian 
families to turn back to hinduism. 
one of those who caved in to the 
pressure, Shivaram tekam, was 
made to offer a pair of chickens, a 
bottle of wine and 551 rupees as 
sacrifice to the local deity. But he 
told his pastor he will continue to 
go to church in secret.

Police Arrest Church Vandals

(UCAN): Arrests have been made 
after a mob vandalised a newly-
built Lady of fatima Catholic 
Church in Kundapalli village in 
telangana. Police say they have 
arrested 22 people from a crowd of  
over 100 people who vandalised 
the church. “All the attackers 
belong to the village where the 
church was built,” Anantha Chari, 
investigating police officer of the 
case, told uCANeWS.

This is not the first time 
Christian places of worship have 
come under attack in the country.
in August 2016, hindu extremists 
stopped the construction of a 
church building in Chhattisgarh 
state accusing Christians of illegal 
conversion activities. in March 
2015, the Believers Church in 
haryana state was vandalised and 
its cross broken. in April 2015, a 
Catholic church in Agra in uttar 
Pradesh was vandalised and a 
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dog leash tied around the neck of 
a Marian statue.

Church Building, Pastor’s Home 
Burned Down

(Morning Star News): hard-line 
hindus in southern india, upset 
that members of their caste-based 
group have become Christians, 
burned down a church building 
and the pastor’s home, sources 
said. After the pastor john Muller 
and his pregnant wife left for 
a store, the assailants in tamil 
Nadu state’s Attipattu village, 
set fire to their church building 
and adjoining home, Muller told 
Morning Star News. three days 
prior, five hard-line Hindus in 
their mid-20s had threatened 
him, he said. “they said, ‘Don’t 
stay here – get out of this area, or 
we will see your end.’”

Prayer Meeting Halted by 
Hindu Extremists

(Global Christian News): ten-
sions ran high in Rampur, hi-
machal Pradesh in May 2017 as 
angry members of the Dev  San-
skriti Raksha Manch, a funda-
mentalist hindu group, disrupted 
a Christian meeting which was 
being held at the auditorium of 
a local school. “Christian leaders 
from Rampur and surrounding 
areas had organised the Satsang 
(prayer meeting) for the benefit 
of local Christians and had ob-
tained all the necessary permis-

sions beforehand,” said Kamlesh 
Negi, pastor of the gCPf Church, 
Rampur.
On the very first day of the meet-
ing, members of the Dev Sanskriti 
Raksha Manch held a protest 
against alleged ‘conversions’. 
they mobilised a crowd of nearly 
150 plus people for the march 
and attempted to break into the 
school where the meeting was 
being held. “the Dev Sanskriti-
Raksha Manch members, armed 
with sticks, attempted to break 
the large iron gate at the venue. 
in doing so, they attacked and 
injured several police personnel 
who tried to prevent them from 
entering the venue of the meet-
ing,” said Mr jain, a local lawyer.
in recent days the Chief Min-
ister has ordered stern action 
against acts of vandalism and has 
warned against conversions by 
force or fraud. he further said at 
a public meeting at Rampur that 
henceforth no religious functions 
would be allowed at government 
educational institutions.

Church Service Attacked In UP

(Global Christian News): the 
pastor and some of the male 
members of a house church 
in ghaziabad, uttar Pradesh, 
were attacked and beaten as 
they worshipped. Pastor john e. 
Dawson, a retired government 
official, Asha Prakash and his son 
Arun Prakash and three other 
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men sustained internal injuries 
in the assault. the fellowship 
– Shechem house of Worship – 
runs in the house of Asha Prakash, 
also a lay preacher for the past 
5 years with about 40 regular 
worshippers besides children.

Soon after Arun was slapped, 
a mob of about 10 men, all 
carrying strong wooden sticks 
slammed open the house door 
and started to assault the men 
in the congregation. this attack 
took place after the assurance 
of the newly sworn-in Chief 
Minister of uttar Pradesh, yogi 
Adityanath regarding the rising 
incidents of violence against the 
minority Christian community in 
the biggest indian state of uttar 
Pradesh. the CM assured church 
leaders that there would be justice 
against law breakers. he asked 
them to continue their services to 
the poor and the needy in various 
fields, including education, and 
practice their faith without fear.

Ruckus Over Conversion Of 
Dalits
(Matters India): Activists alleg-
edly belonging to the right-wing 
hindu yuva Vahini (hVy), found-
ed by yogi Adityanath, created 
ruckus at Aurai in uttar Pradesh 
over ‘forcible conversion’ of Dal-
its. the activists reached a newly 
constructed house in tiuri village 
that was being used as church 
and alleged that forcible conver-

sion of Dalits to Christianity was 
going on there. Sho of Aurai po-
lice station onkar Singh yadav 
said a probe into the matter was 
on. “We are asking the villagers, 
who were allegedly converted, 
to know the reality. Security 
has been enhanced around the 
house being used as church,” he 
said.

No Religious Meets in Govt. 
Schools

(TOI): holding of religious meets 
in government educational in-
stitutions will not be allowed in 
the state, himachal Pradesh chief 
minister Virbhadra Singh said 
while interacting with media. his 
remarks were in reference to the 
tension that erupted in his home-
town of Rampur after members 
of some outfits protested against 
an alleged Christian congregation 
in a school.

Pentecostal Christians 
Assaulted 

(Asianews): Pentecostal Chris-
tians were attacked by hindu 
nationalists for alleged forced 
conversions in Karnataka. it is re-
ported that the last two episodes 
of violence against the Christian 
minority in the suburbs of Ben-
galuru (the state capital), where 
carried out by hindutva follow-
ers who threaten and harass mi-
nority groups. “the attacks on 
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innocent Pentecostal Christians 
by the saffron extremists show 
a dangerous increase in intoler-
ance against the Christian faith, 
even in public places.” in both 
incidents the extremists set the 
boxes containing the Christian 
religious material on fire. Hindu 
radicals also blocked and threat-
ened the Christian minority.

Violent Persecution Of 
Christians Rises In India

(Christian Post): A new report 
says that violent attacks on the 
Christian minority in india are 
increasing at an alarming rate, 
as the emboldened members of 
groups close to the governing 
hindu nationalist party seek to 

create a “hindu nation.” there’s 
an anti-Christian attack every 40 
hours, the report highlights.

the report by the All india 
Christian Council says attacks 
against Christians increased 
by about 20 percent in 2016, 
and physical violence against 
Christians was up by as much as 
40 percent. A fresh attack is being 
reported every 40 hours, it added. 
“the attacks have become severe 
and more frequent. incidents used 
to be confined to a few states. 
Now the violence has spread to 23 
states,” the report notes, pointing 
out that the sharpest rise has been 
recorded in the northern uttar 
Pradesh state and the southern 
state of telangana.
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