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We are looking for qualified, experienced and committed teachers to teach in our 
School for the following subjects: 

Academic Head (A Post Graduation in academic degree with an experience in 
developing academic standards at school level).

English (M.A. Lit. and B. Ed. with experience and ability to steer English 
department at school level)

Biology (M.Sc. in Botany or Zoology with 3-5 years teaching experience in an 
ICSE/ISC School) 

Primary School teacher (trained in teaching in English medium School with 
minimum 3-5 years experience) 

Our School is a well reputed English Medium Christian School with over 550 
students (Nur-Std 12) situated in the heart of Manali, dist. Kullu (H.P.), affiliated to 
CISCE, New delhi. 

Salary is negotiable, based on qualification and experience. We provide free 
accommodation, free health coverage at our hospital (www.manalihospital.
com), 50% concession for children’s education in the School, vacation travel 
allowance, gratuity etc. 

For more information, please contact: Mr. Vijay Kumar, Principal,   
Mobile: +91 9816727575,   

Email: daystar.school@gmail.com  
For staff application form, please visit our Website: www.daystarmanali.com 

SCHOOL TEACHERS WANTED 
DAY STAR SCHOOL, MANALI, HIMACHAL PRADESH
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LETTERS

YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 

Dr. Jacob Cherian
The article titled His leading in 

a Mysterious Voyage by Ebinesh 
(May 2016) focusing on the 
pioneer medical mission work of 
Dr. Jacob Cherian in Ambilikkai, 
Tamil Nadu, was one of the very 
best ever printed in the pages of 
LOL. It exuded in ample measure 
the Lord’s wisdom in leading Dr. 
Cherian in his challenging life 
journey. Brother Ebinesh has so 
creatively endeavoured to portray 
the inspirational life and times of 
Dr. Cherian. May the good Lord 
bless and use Bro. Ebinesh even as 
he continues to wield the pen (or 
should I say keyboard) for God’s 
glory.

May the good Lord continue to 
use LOL’s ministry mightily for His 
glory.

Suresh Manoharan, Hyderabad, 
A.P.

Enlightened!
The articles in the May 2016 issue 

have enlightened me.
The Editorial by Jacob Ninan 

is a big challenge to all of us. 
Many Christians, regenerated 
years and decades ago, are still 
stuck at the foundational teaching 
of Christianity (Heb.5:12 ff), 
seemingly oblivious of God’s desire 
for them to go on to ‘perfection’ 
or maturity in the faith (Heb.6:1).
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The author’s concluding statement 
caught my attention, “All of us 
who have received from the Lord 
something of precious value have a 
responsibility to share with others 
who have not come that far in their 
spiritual journey.”

I was thrilled as I read the article, 
His leading in a Mysterious Voyage, 
by Ebinesh, a medical student, 
highlighting the faith adventure of 
Dr. Jacob Cherian. How true it is 
that “When we submit to follow our 
Master (Jesus Christ), the big picture 
of our lives gets synchronised with 
His master plan, and the ultimate 
outcome will be astonishing, 
beyond our expectations.”

The article on Prayer by 
Avinash Singh is well written 
and it rightly points out that 
“God longs to communicate 
with us daily... He longs for an 
intimate relationship with His 
redeemed children and keeps 
the line of communication open 
24x7.” Modern technology may 
fail, but God will never fail.

Vimal R.Ram in her article Showers 
of Blessing raises a question, “Do we 
count the blessings our precious 
Lord bestows on us?” I thank 
my sister who reminds us to give 
thanks like King David did, “Bless 
the Lord, O my soul, and all that is 
within me bless His holy name.”

Please be assured of our prayerful 
support.

Benjamin R.K.Lall, Goalpara, 
Assam.

Greatly Enriched
Thank you very much for sending 

the LOL magazine regularly and in 
time. I am greatly enriched by the 
articles. I have been reading the 
magazine for the last 30 years. The 
Lord has taught me many things 
through this magazine and I have 
grown in the Lord. I thank and 
praise God. I am praying for LOL.

Anita Prasannakumar, 
Hyderabad, Telangana.

Young Writers!
I deeply appreciate the Editorial 

Just Milk All The Way (LOL May 
2016) which clearly portrays the 
Christian lifestyle (Jas.2:14-16; 
Gal.5:16-25). You have rightly 
brought out the truth that “God’s 
plan for us is not only to forgive us, 
but also to conform our lives to the 
life of His Son, Jesus Christ.”

I was pleasantly surprised to read 
the articles by two young writers – 
Ebinesh, a medical student, and 
Susan Samuel, a law student. The 
brief biography of Dr. Jacob Cherian 
by Ebinesh is truly inspiring. In 
The Bloodshed On His Brow, Susan 
Samuel encourages us to cultivate 
an attitude that would reveal the 
character of the Lord Jesus in our 
lives. It is my earnest prayer that 
these dear young brother and sister 
live and grow as models for other 
students to emulate in their daily 
Christian walk.

P. D. Arthur Prasad, Mysore, 
Karnataka.
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Editorial

Ed
ito
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al

FAITH, FAITHFULNESS AND 
OBEDIENCE

F or many evangelists, 
whose goal is to bring 
as many people as pos-

sible to put their trust in Jesus, 
salvation essentially means for-
giveness of sins. Once someone 
experiences that, the evangelists 
move to the next person. A. W. 
Tozer says this is similar to an 
obstetrician delivering a baby 
and thinking that her work is 
done. But we know that just 
birth is not enough for a baby; 
there is a lot of work yet to be 
done before the baby can take 
up responsibilities as an adult 
in this world.

So it is in the case of a spiritual 
baby. He should receive nour-
ishment and training to grow 
up, get strong spiritual muscles, 
become wise in the matters of 
God, and become able to stand 
as a witness for Jesus and ac-
complish His plans. But what 
we see around us is that God’s 
work is suffering—starting 
from evangelists who do not 

speak clearly about the need to 
turn from the judgment of God 
that is to come upon the world, 
repent from sins and turn to 
God, to teachers who do not 
tell believers about the need to 
grow up spiritually. As a result, 
many suffer from birth defects 
or stunted growth!

When we truly repent from 
our sins and receive God’s for-
giveness by faith in Jesus dying 
for our sins, there are several 
other things that God will do 
from His side. He regenerates 
our spirit which was earlier 
dead because of sin. This is the 
same as the Holy Spirit coming 
into our spirit and causing us to 
be ‘born again’. God’s forgive-
ness of our sins also gives us 
justification—God justifies us in 
His eyes just as if we had done 
no sins, because the righteous-
ness of Christ is imputed to us, 
or placed into our account. God 
also adopts us as His children, 
and Jesus becomes not only our 
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Saviour and Lord, but also our 
Elder Brother.

At this point, many believers 
who have not heard anything 
other than forgiveness of sins 
with respect to salvation tell one 
another that we are ‘saved to 
save’. They make it every believ-
er’s mission to bring others into 
God’s kingdom. They can only 
see the entry into the kingdom 
as what is necessary for people, 
and, for the most part, neglect 
the need to grow 
into closer fellow-
ship with God and 
one another, and 
into the likeness 
of God. They also 
do not understand 
that evangelism is 
not the only minis-
try of the Body of 
Christ.

When the Holy Spirit regen-
erates our spirit, we get a new 
mind. Earlier we were dead in 
sin, but now we become dead to 
sin and alive towards God. Ev-
eryone who has been genuinely 
born again begins to notice this 
change. Now we have a desire, 
not only to have faith in God 
but also to be faithful to God. 
Earlier we used to do whatever 
we liked even if we knew it was 
wrong, and our only concern 
was not to get caught. But now 
we want to obey God and to be 
pleasing to Him.

Because of much wrong teach-
ing, many believers get alarmed 
whenever faithfulness or obedi-
ence is talked about. They fear 
that those who speak about obe-
dience are trying to take them 
back under the Law. According 
to their understanding, since 
Jesus obeyed the Law in their 
place and they have received 
the righteousness of Christ as a 
robe that clothes them, trying to 
‘obey’ would amount to coming 

out from this cov-
ering of ‘faith’. But 
this is a misunder-
standing.

Under the old 
covenant, which 
God made with 
Israel through 
Moses, people were 
asked to obey—
keep the Law—in 

order to receive blessings from 
God. On the other hand, if they 
disobeyed His laws, or turned 
to other gods, they would face 
curses from God (Deut.28). So, 
this kind of obedience under the 
old covenant was meant to please 
God, find acceptance from Him 
and to get His blessings.

But when we come to the new 
covenant which was brought by 
Jesus through the shedding of 
His blood, our acceptance is by 
the grace of God—unmerited 
or undeserved favour or mercy 

 
 

When the Holy Spirit 
regenerates our spirit, we 
get a new mind. Earlier 
we were dead in sin, but 
now we become dead to 
sin and alive towards 

God. Everyone who has 
been genuinely born again 

begins to notice this change.
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from God—which we receive 
when we acknowledge our 
sinfulness and place our faith 
or trust in Jesus. But now, when 
God gives us a new heart and 
a new mind, we want to obey 
Him and be pleasing to Him in 
every part of our life. When we 
see that God loved us sinners so 
much that He gave His only Son 
to take the punishment for our 
sins, our gratitude and love for 
Him compel us to be pleasing to 
Him (2Cor.5:14,15).

When we start obeying God 
because of the new mind (new 
self or man), we discover that 
our old sinful nature is opposing 
us (Rom.7:14-23)! Now we have 
to deny ourselves in order to do 
what God wants us to do. Now 
we are expected to ‘crucify’ this 
old nature (Gal.5:24), in order 
to allow the Holy Spirit to have 
full control of us. But crucifixion 
produces a slow death, and so 
we have to carry our cross daily, 
deny ourselves and follow Jesus 
(Lk.9:23).

We can see a picture of this 
salvation from God’s dealings 
with the people of Israel. We 
know that their deliverance from 
Egypt is a picture of our being 
taken out of a life of bondage 
to sin and worldly pleasures. 
After this they were to be taken 
to occupy the Promised Land, 
which God described to them 

as a land ‘flowing with milk and 
honey’. The process through 
which these people were taken 
from Egypt to the Promised 
Land has several things to teach 
us in our spiritual life.

When they were on the way 
from Egypt to the Promised 
Land, they came to the Red Sea 
and realised that the army of 
Egypt was coming after them. 
God miraculously parted the 
waters of the sea so that the 
people of Israel could walk 
over dry ground and get across. 
What God told them was, “Do 
not fear! Stand by and see the 
salvation of the Lord which He 
will accomplish for you today; 
for the Egyptians whom you 
have seen today, you will never 
see them again forever. The 
Lord will fight for you while 
you keep silent” (Exo.14:13,14). 
In other words, the people did 
not have to do anything to get 
the victory over the Egyptians 
except to trust in God and watch 
what He would do for them. In 
a similar way, God did several 
other miraculous interventions 
to give them water from a rock, 
manna from heaven, birds from 
the sky to provide meat, etc.

But when they came to Jericho, 
the first city in the Promised 
Land which they had to conquer, 
they had to do something from 
their side. Now they had to 
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walk around the city once a day 
silently for six days and seven 
times on the seventh day. At 
the end of the seventh round 
on the seventh day, they had to 
shout loudly in praise to God. 
Then God would miraculously 
bring down the city walls 
and the people of Israel could 
walk in and take the plunder 
(Josh.6:1-5).

When they came to the next 
city, Ai, Israel had to engage 
in proper battle with Ai, kill its 
soldiers and conquer the city. 
From then onwards, this was 
what they had to do with every 
city in the Promised Land. After 
that, they could occupy those 
cities and live in peace.

For us, who have put our trust 
in Jesus, the Promised Land 
is not so much about going to 
heaven because there is not 
going to be any war there against 
the occupants in order for us to 
find a place for us! On the other 
hand, our battle is here against 
the lusts and desires that dwell 
in our ‘flesh’, our old nature 
(Gal.5:17-25), and our Promised 
Land is a life of victory and rest 
(Heb.4:1). In order to enter into 
this rest, we have to take up 
our cross (in order to put sinful 
desires to death), deny ourselves 
and follow Jesus.

When a believer imagines that 
the life of Christ will come to him 

automatically and that he does 
not have to fight against his own 
desires and choose the will of 
God daily, he occupies himself 
with activities—Bible studies, 
prayer meetings, organising fes-
tivals, ‘attending church’, social 
work, etc., while his transforma-
tion into the nature of Jesus is 
not taking place!

Some others look at the ex-
ample of the Red Sea and keep 
waiting for God to do this work 
entirely ‘by faith’. Some others 
think that what they have to 
do is to claim the promises of 
God and sing praises to God ‘by 
faith’ as in the case of Jericho. 
Then they wonder why God is 
not doing His part!

When Israel was spiritually 
immature, God just carried 
them through like babies, but 
as they got to know Him more, He 
gave them more responsibilities. 
God does many things for us too 
when we are spiritually babies. 
But He expects us to grow up 
with the new mind that He has 
given us and start learning to 
be faithful to Him and to obey 
Him. He gives the wisdom and 
strength.

Jacob Ninan  

LIGHT OF LIFE 11 MAY 2016

Jacob Ninan  

hearts (Heb.4:12), or denying 
ourselves when we are tempted 
through the desires in our flesh 
(Jas.1:14,15). This is strong meat, 
isn’t it? What about forgiving 
others from our heart (Matt.6:12-
15;18:35), loving even our 
enemies (Matt.5:42,43), blessing 
those who curse us (Lk.6:28), 
being generous without looking 
for honour (Matt.6:2), giving to 
God cheerfully without a sense 
of compulsion (2Cor.9:7), etc.?

Grace is not only unmerited 
favour from God, but it is also 
the power of God to help us 
“to deny ungodliness and 
worldly desires and to live 
sensibly, righteously and godly 
in the present age” (Tit.2:11,12). 
People are not growing in 
grace and in the likeness of 
Jesus because this grace is not 
preached. Then they remain 
babies in Christ even years after 
coming to Christ (1Cor.3:1). And 
all the Christian programmes 
around them provide them 
with entertainment, dangerous, 
deceptive comfort and false 
hope.

Just look around and see.  
Which are the messages that 
are most popular? The most 
entertaining, the ones that 
appear to hold out hope for the 
future without dealing with 
real problems, the sensational, 
the impressive. When things 

get personal and deeper, 
the attendance comes down 
(Jn.6:66). What are the most 
enjoyed ‘devotionals’? The 
ones with an interesting story 
and a lesson even a child can 
understand. What are church 
going Christians exchanging in 
the social media to encourage 
one another (cf. Heb.3:13)? 
Platitudes, jokes, Bible verses 
(promises) set in a scenic 
background, etc. People are 
given to think that this is normal 
Christian life.

All of us who have received 
from the Lord something 
of precious value have a 
responsibility to share that with 
others who have not come that 
far in their spiritual journey. We 
are stewards of the grace we 
have received (1Pet.4:10). Let 
us not wait for a great revival 
to come, or some great leader to 
rise, but let our care for God’s 
kingdom and His people be 
seen in our ministering to His 
people according to the grace 
we have received. In the process 
of caring for the others, we 
will find that we ourselves get 
encouraged and strengthened 
(Rom.1:11,12).
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GENUINE REVIVAL FROM GOD
Sandeep Poonen

The revival of God is very different from what we might  
have in our minds about it.

There is a perpetual talk of 
revival among Christian 
circles. We hear of all 

kinds of stories of revival from 
times past, all the way back 
from the Day of Pentecost. But 
we make a mistake by trying 
to copycat past revivals. Any 
legitimate revival among people 
requires the Holy Spirit. And He 
simply cannot be bottled into 
programmes, paradigms and 
past outpourings.

What we can rely on, however, 
are the promises in God’s word. 
Even events that we read about 
in the Bible might have been 
unique to that time, or for a 
particular need. God does not 
guarantee an exact repeat of 
events in the Bible. The God 
who saved Daniel from the 
lions in the Old Testament did 
not save the Christians from the 
lions in the Colosseum. What 
God does guarantee for us are 
His promises. The promises of 
God are a resounding “Yes” for 
those who are in Jesus Christ, 
and who say with faith, “Amen; 
it will be so!” (2Cor.1:20).

So, what is the promise of God 
as it relates to a revival? Here’s 

one clear verse, “For thus says 
the high and exalted One, who 
lives forever, whose name is 
Holy, ‘I dwell on a high and 
holy place, and also with the 
contrite and lowly of spirit; in 
order to revive the spirit of the 
lowly and to revive the heart of 
the contrite’ ” (Isa.57:15).

Here we are promised a 
revival where God clearly does 
the reviving. I can place great 
confidence in what He says.

Where God Chooses To 
Dwell

The first part of this verse 
makes an incredible statement 
about where God lives. God can 
dwell wherever He wants to 
dwell – He is God after all. It is 
probably easy for us to imagine 
God dwelling in a high and holy 
place up in heaven; that’s where 
we would imagine God would 
dwell. But, if we are honest, it 
is hard for our minds to picture 
Almighty God intentionally 
living (making His home) with 
those who are contrite and 
lowly of spirit. Maybe, God 
would visit them and be good 
to them; but dwelling in them 
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more than the talented, the 
gifted, the prosperous and well-
mannered? That’s not how we 
probably think.

Being lowly and contrite of 
spirit are definitely not enviable 
characteristics in the world. 
I’d dare say that they are not 
enviable even among most 
Christians. Yet the Lord is clear 
about His deep fondness for the 
lowly and contrite elsewhere as 
well (Isa.66:1-2;Matt.5:3).

This is something that we 
must pay close attention to. 
We must recognise that there 
is something inside of us that 
generally despises the lowly 
and contrite in spirit, whereas 
God, meanwhile, 
thinks very highly 
of them (Isa.55:9). 
We are wise if we 
renew our minds 
to God’s point of 
view.

The Lowly
The lowly are those who are 

lower than others, and who 
are willing to be the lowest. To 
be lowly is to long to be under 
subjection.

There are many people who 
claim to have a longing for 
revival. But they’re not eager 
to be under subjection to godly 
leaders (Heb.13:17). Many who 
want revival really just want to 

witness miracles and experience 
the supernatural. They quote the 
stories of God moving in Acts 
and thereby justify their desire 
for revival through supernatural 
feats, but they don’t thoroughly 
embrace submission. They don’t 
seem to find anybody who is 
more spiritual than they are – 
so they don’t really submit to 
anyone. Such people could go 
to all the prayer meetings in the 
world, but God will not dwell 
with such people, and God will 
be unable to bring revival to 
them.

The Contrite
The contrite are those who 

are crushed. What does it mean 
for something 
to be crushed? 
I see this as no 
longer having any 
hardness or any 
resistance. Those 
who are crushed 

are those who no longer have 
any resistance or hardness 
towards God.

We might think that we don’t 
have any resistance to God. 
Consider Job. He was a righteous 
and blameless man. Even when 
he lost his possessions and his 
children, he remained blameless. 
But Job was still not truly 
crushed. We see his resistance 
and hardness to God when his 
body was covered with boils. 

 
 

There are many people who 
claim to have a longing 
for revival. But they’re 
not eager to be under 

subjection to godly leaders.
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Then we see several chapters 
of his resistance and hardness 
towards God. Job’s trial was 
complete only when Job saw 
God in a brand new way that 
crushed him and caused him to 
“repent in dust and ashes” (Job 
42:6).

Now remember, the devil was 
the one who inflicted Job with 
the boils. God was able to use 
the evil works of the devil to 
show Job his hidden hardness 
of heart. Job was so contrite 
that even when 
God sent his so-
called righteous 
friends to him for 
prayer, Job prayed 
and interceded for 
them. He didn’t 
hold on to any 
bitterness for all the ways they 
castigated him when he was 
suffering. He was so crushed 
that he didn’t resist any of God’s 
instructions.

Revival From God
The revival of God is very 

different from what we might 
have in our minds about revival. 
I hear a lot of stories about how 
revival comes when people 
pray and seek the heart of God. 
I believe that revival is a result 
of people genuinely seeking 
God. But the inference from that 
is not that we can programme 
revival by constantly having 

prayer meetings. Not all prayer 
meetings result in revival; only 
prayer meetings of the lowly 
and contrite in heart will result 
in revival. One could attend all 
the prayer meetings in the world 
led by the most holy men in the 
world, but still never become 
lowly and contrite of spirit. 
Such people are not ready to be 
revived by God, just because 
they might be pumped up and 
inspired to even change habits 
and live differently. The revival 
that God brings is reserved for 

those who are 
lowly and contrite 
of spirit.

Isaiah 57:15 tells 
that God not only 
dwells among 
those who are 

lowly and contrite, but that He 
seeks to revive such people.

Think about Adam and Eve. 
They were beautifully formed 
creations of God, but they 
needed to be revived. And 
God did just that by breathing 
into them His very own breath. 
Similarly, the lowly and contrite 
of spirit are beautiful to God, 
but they are weak and useless 
to God until He revives them. 
We who seek to be lowly and 
contrite must recognise that the 
end state is a revival from God – 
where His Holy Spirit breathes 
the life of God into us.

 
 

Not all prayer meetings 
result in revival; only 
prayer meetings of the 

lowly and contrite in heart 
will result in revival.
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So, as we can see, true revival 
goes far beyond all of our 
emotions and feelings. And true 
revival initiated by God goes 
way beyond all of our thoughts 
of revival. It even goes beyond 
all our long prayer meetings 
and our loud proclamations of 
deep longing for revival. God 
looks way beyond our emotions 
and our thoughts, down to the 
deepest intentions of our heart! 

Let us not be discouraged 
because we don’t see revival by 
feats of miracles and healings. 
How can any such thing compare 
to the miracle of God dwelling 

with us and having a personal 
revival by God himself? Let us 
rest and grow strong in faith on 
the promise of God: He is looking 
for people who genuinely long 
to submit and take the low place, 
and no longer resist God, but 
fully accept all of His workings 
in their lives. To such people, 
God guarantees revival by the 
authority of His word.

Sandeep Poonen  
is a software engineer who 

has an active ministry 
speaking to young people  

and college students.
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HYPER THEOLOGY
Jacob Ninan

We need to go to God’s word with an open and teachable mind.

While the Bible reveals 
the character of God 
to those who sincerely 

want to know Him, it is still 
possible to misunderstand Him 
if we read and interpret the 
words of the Bible wrongly. It is 
well known that in spite of the 
abundant availability of Bibles 
and also many scholars who 
can read and interpret from 
the original languages in which 
it was written, there is much 
disagreement and confusion 
among Christians. There are 
differing ideas about what kind 
of a person God is, what He 
does, how He deals with people 
and situations, and what He is 
planning to do.

One reason is that the Bible 
was not written in a text book 
style, dealing with each subject 
in a systematic order. It requires 
us to read through all the 66 
books which present such a 
great variety among them and to 
extract truths from all of them, 
here a little and there a little.

Another reason is that when 
we go as individuals to the Bible, 
we would be taking along with 
us our background, personality, 
and experiences that may colour 

our understanding. We need to 
try and put aside such personal 
biases and go to God’s word 
with an open and teachable 
mind.

Yet another reason why we can 
make mistakes is that the Bible, 
which was written by human 
authors who were inspired 
by the Holy Spirit to bring out 
spiritual truths, needs revelation 
from the same Holy Spirit for us 
to get proper understanding. 
Our natural abilities are not 
sufficient by themselves. If we 
lean upon our human skills, 
when we try to interpret God’s 
ways, we may go far from Him 
and not even realise that.

As a result of such practical 
challenges which we face, what 
we observe is that there are many 
teachings around us that distort 
the character of God in some way 
or the other. One tragedy is that 
some of these distortions take 
place when people try to exalt 
one or more of the characteristics 
of God! When they try to glorify 
God by making a big ‘hype’ 
about some attribute of His, 
sometimes they exaggerate it at 
the cost of some other attribute. 
In other words, such teachings 
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make some character of God 
out of proportion with respect 
to the rest of God’s nature. Shall 
we refer to such cases as hyper 
theology?

Hyper Control
One truth we see in the Bible 

is that God, as the creator of ev-
erything, is  in complete control 
of everything. He has created all 
visible and invisible things and 
also the laws under which they 
operate. He sets limits to what 
can happen (Jer.5:22), and He in-
tervenes whenever He considers 
it necessary to accomplish His 
will (Gen.6:5-7). He is almighty 
(omnipotent) in the sense that 
He can do whatever He chooses 
to do (Psa.115:3). While we say 
that God is almighty, we also 
know that God cannot do any-
thing that is against His nature 
– for example, He cannot tell 
a lie, go back on His word, do 
any evil, etc. Another aspect 
of this truth about God is that 
He is totally sovereign, mean-
ing He does not have to subject 
Himself to anyone else; He has 
the absolute authority, power 
and freedom to do whatever He 
pleases.

‘Hyper control’ theology 
comes in when people try to 
exalt God’s sovereign control 
to such an extent that they at-
tribute everything that happens 
to His choice and responsibility, 

including evil. Some of them 
say that when He could have 
prevented evil from happen-
ing, and He allowed it to hap-
pen, then it was He who made 
it happen. I remember reading 
about a mother who, under the 
influence of drugs, drowned her 
small children and then, when 
she became sober, questioned 
God why He had done this to 
her! It is very common to hear 
people who made wrong choic-
es in relationships blame God 
for bringing those people into 
their lives. These are obvious 
examples of a total misunder-
standing of God’s sovereignty 
and people’s responsibility.

We need to remember that 
God, in His sovereign wisdom, 
has created angels, some of 
whom later became demons, and 
people with a certain amount of 
sovereignty given to both. We 
call this our free will with which 
we can choose from among many 
options, including obeying or 
disobeying God, doing good or 
evil, etc. Obviously, God has set 
limits to this free will, and it is 
still under the control of God 
who will intervene if we try to 
cross the limits. For example, the 
Bible says that even though God 
will permit His people to make 
mistakes, He will intervene 
if we are going to make very 
drastic mistakes (Psa.37:23,24). 
(Of course, we still have the 
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freedom to resist Him and get 
hurt!)

From the time of Adam, 
people have been misusing 
this freedom, and we all have 
suffered and we have also 
caused suffering to others. In 
an attempt to honour God by 
exalting His sovereignty, if we 
place on Him the responsibility 
for the evil around us, we are 
forgetting about man’s own 
responsibility.

Once this concept is clear, we 
are in a position to understand 
that different parts of the Bible 
have to be looked at without 
contradiction to these facts about 
God’s sovereignty and man’s free 
will which exist simultaneously. 
For example, when Amos 3:6 
says, “If a trumpet is blown in a 
city, will not the people tremble? 
If a calamity occurs in a city, 
has not the Lord done it?” we 
must know that this is a poetic 
expression which means that 
nothing happens without God’s 
knowledge, and that this cannot 
be taken literally to imply that 
God does evil. If we take the 
verse literally, it will contradict 
the goodness, love, mercy and 
compassion of God.

Hyper Predestination
Connected with God’s om-

nipotence, sovereignty and om-
niscience (knowing everything) 

is the concept of predestination. 
In simple words, it means that 
God has decided in advance 
that certain things would hap-
pen. It follows from this that 
whatever God has planned has 
to happen because no one can 
stand against Him or defy His 
plans. Perhaps the best example 
for this is how God planned for 
His Son to die for our sins even 
before the foundation of this 
earth (Eph.1:3-5), and how He 
made that happen according 
to His plan (Acts 4:27,28). The 
Book of Revelation tells us what 
He is planning to do about the 
end of this world, the judgment 
and the time that will follow. He 
will do these things one by one 
and at the right time.

The mistake is to exaggerate 
predestination so as to assume 
that everything that happens 
has taken place according 
to the predetermined will of 
God. This happens because 
people do not take into 
consideration the fact that God 
has made some of His plans 
subject to man’s responses. 
He could have, if He wished, 
accomplished whatever He 
wanted, irrespective of people 
or any circumstance. But that 
would take away the free 
will which He has granted to 
people and will not fit into the 
overall scheme of things.
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As an example, consider Ro-
mans 12:29,30, “For those whom 
He foreknew, He also predes-
tined to become conformed to 
the image of His Son, so that He 
would be the firstborn among 
many brethren; and these whom 
He predestined, He also called; 
and these whom He called, He 
also justified; and these whom 
He justified, He also glorified.” 
This tells us that it is God’s plan 
that everyone whom He justifies 
should become like His Son Je-
sus. We can easily see that this 
is not happening! Some people 
also misinterpret it to mean 
as if God has already decided 
in the first place who should 
be made His children. This is 
hyper-predestination. Any rea-
sonable person can understand 
that, while this passage indi-
cates God’s desire and plan, 
things do not always work out 
as God desires since they are 
also subject to man’s choices. 
If we are honest, we can also 
see many examples in the Bible 
where things have not entirely 
gone according to God’s origi-
nal plans.

Of course, God is still 
sovereign, and since He keeps 
overall control of everything, 
things still happen according to 
His overall plans.

Hyper Blessing
There is no limit on God’s 

desire to bless His people. He 
has promised that if we 
sought His kingdom and His 
righteousness first in our lives, 
He would provide us everything 
we needed (Matt.6:33). Under 
the new covenant of grace, God 
has given us the blessing that 
was originally given to Abraham 
that we can be a blessing to 
people around us (Gal.3:13,14; 
Gen.12:3).  Temporal blessings 
that pertain to life on earth 
are very useful for us and 
they make us happy. But they 
are called temporal because 
they pass away and they are 
really not relevant to the life in 
eternity. God’s ultimate goal for 
us is to give us blessings that 
will last for eternity. These are 
spiritual blessings such as the 
fruit of the Holy Spirit that make 
us like His Son Jesus Christ 
(Eph.1:3:Rom.8:29).

It is also clear from the 
teachings of Jesus and the 
apostles that we are not going to 
be able to avoid pain, suffering 
and trouble in this life on earth. 
However, many preachers 
present a message that invites 
people to come to Jesus, not 
to receive forgiveness of sins 
and eternal life, but to receive 
blessings! I once asked a group 
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of Christian workers what they 
told people about why they 
should come to Christ. The 
answer was, shockingly, “To 
receive blessings!” And when 
they have come into the church, 
the messages are mostly about 
how they can receive different 
blessings—of health, wealth, 
material prosperity, etc. The 
Gospel has been turned into 
another gospel—of hyper 
blessing. It’s all about blessings.

People focus on the promises 
of God related to material 
blessings, taken especially from 
the Old Testament. Books are 
printed listing promises, and 
calendars display promises for 
each day. There is hardly any 
mention of commandments to 
be obeyed, conditions attached 
to promises, getting rid of sin of 
every form from our lives, etc. 
It’s a distortion.

Hyper Grace
Because of our sinful nature 

which we are all born with, our 
natural tendency is to avoid 
taking any responsibility for our 
sins but to try and pass them on 
to others or to justify ourselves in 
different situations. When God 
came with the new covenant 
of grace under which God will 
accept us freely without waiting 
for any merit on our part, it has 

a special appeal for us! Very few 
preachers nowadays tell us that 
to receive this grace we need to 
go to God with repentance over 
our sins and a cry for forgiveness. 
What is commonly preached 
implies that all we need to do 
is to ‘accept Jesus’ and then we 
will have a problem-free life 
afterwards!

Jesus did heal many sick 
people when He was on earth, 
and He even raised people 
from the dead. But He did that 
because of the compassion of 
His heart and as a sign showing 
who He was so that people 
could get to know Him. He does 
that even now occasionally. 
But the main reason why He 
came to this earth was to save 
us from our sins (Matt.1:21), 
and if we want to be saved, 
we need to acknowledge that 
we are sinners who need a 
Saviour. That is not the same as 
‘accepting’ Jesus.

As a result of this preaching of 
hyper grace, many have come 
into the delusion of thinking that 
they are right with God while 
the truth is quite different.

This hyper grace corrupts 
even further. People who come 
to Christ are taught that, since 
God has accepted them now by 
grace, they only have to keep 
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asserting to themselves who 
they are in Christ and how God 
looks at them through Christ. 
As a result, many do not look 
at their personal sin seriously 
(for which Jesus had to die), 
thinking that it has already been 
taken care of. They are taught 
that, if they fall into sin, they 
do not have to confess that to 
God and get right with God 
again, because God has already 
forgiven all their sins, including 
future sins!

A man who is truly born 
again begins to exhibit certain 
characteristics of His Father 
as he grows up. This is seen in 
the things he does and how he 
lives his life—in other words, in 
his works, the works that result 
from his faith. The apostle James 
is very clear that if someone’s 
faith does not produce works 
that conform to a life with God, 
that faith is a counterfeit. “Even 
so faith, if it has no works, is 
dead, being by itself… You see 
that faith was working with 
his works, and as a result of 
the works, faith was perfected” 
(Jas.2:17,22).

But hyper grace sees ‘works’ 
as a worse enemy than sin! 
According to them, any mention 
of works implies that one is 
going back under the Law. But 
we must make a distinction 

between the works people do in 
order to find acceptance before 
God and the works that come 
from faith and follow a changed 
heart. Many people are living 
in an imaginary world where 
everything is perfect ‘in Christ’ 
while not being honest enough 
to look at what is going on in 
their actual lives.

Hyper Inspiration
Much of the hyper theology we 

have looked at above comes from 
assuming a doctrine of hyper 
inspiration of the Bible. The Bible 
itself claims that all of it was 
inspired by God (2Tim.3:16,17). 
But in seeking to magnify the 
value and greatness of the Bible, 
many scholars have attributed 
to the Bible a character that God 
did not intend it to have. They 
teach, in general, that every 
word in the original manuscript 
(autograph) was exactly what 
God wanted it to be. In looking 
at the mechanism of how God 
carried out this inspiration with 
the human authors, on one side 
they deny that God dictated His 
words to the authors who just 
wrote them down, and on the 
other side they claim that God 
supervised what the authors 
were writing in a sovereign 
manner that finally they wrote 
exactly what He wanted! Both 
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these are actually equivalent, 
aren’t they?

In addition, the scholars 
themselves add various 
caveats to these claims which 
ordinary Christians do not get 
to know. What most evangelical 
Christians hold as a doctrine of 
inspiration is that the Bible is in 
its entirety the very words of 
God, infallible and inerrant. As 
a result, people take different 
sentences from the Bible literally 
and out of context, believing 
them to be words of God. Some 
people wrongly apply such 
ideas in their lives, and some 
preach wrong doctrines based 
on such a misconceived form of 
interpretation.

What we need to know is that 
while the Bible is the word of 
God, it was written by human 
beings (who were inspired by the 
Holy Spirit). This can be easily 
seen from the use of different 
styles of writing, vocabulary 
and even grammatical usage. 
When the infinitely perfect God 
worked on this project with 
imperfect people—imperfect in 
knowledge, intelligence, skills, 
spiritual maturity, etc.—He 
had to make allowance for their 
imperfection and how it would 
affect His final product. He 
could have avoided an imperfect 
product only if He had done 

everything Himself, or if He had 
forced the human authors to do 
just what He wanted. But He did 
neither, and He worked with 
the authors in such a way that 
while their personalities and 
individual skills would affect 
the product, what He wanted to 
convey to people would come 
through, even though with some 
difficulty in some places.

As a result, we have a 
collection of different books in 
the Bible that make it necessary 
for us to read all of them to get a 
full understanding of what God 
is saying, putting together, as 
in a jigsaw puzzle, truths from 
here and there. Teaching super 
inspiration has resulted in much 
harm.

Conclusion
As people of God, let us be 

careful how we live, how we 
interpret the Bible and how we 
form doctrines to teach others. 
Let us not allow ourselves to get 
excited by some truth we learn, 
without looking at the whole 
picture and finding the right 
place for this truth within that 
picture.

Jacob Ninan is a Bible 
teacher and counsellor, 

helping people with their 
spiritual, psychological and 

relationship problems. He 
lives in Bangalore.
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hearts (Heb.4:12), or denying 
ourselves when we are tempted 
through the desires in our flesh 
(Jas.1:14,15). This is strong meat, 
isn’t it? What about forgiving 
others from our heart (Matt.6:12-
15;18:35), loving even our 
enemies (Matt.5:42,43), blessing 
those who curse us (Lk.6:28), 
being generous without looking 
for honour (Matt.6:2), giving to 
God cheerfully without a sense 
of compulsion (2Cor.9:7), etc.?

Grace is not only unmerited 
favour from God, but it is also 
the power of God to help us 
“to deny ungodliness and 
worldly desires and to live 
sensibly, righteously and godly 
in the present age” (Tit.2:11,12). 
People are not growing in 
grace and in the likeness of 
Jesus because this grace is not 
preached. Then they remain 
babies in Christ even years after 
coming to Christ (1Cor.3:1). And 
all the Christian programmes 
around them provide them 
with entertainment, dangerous, 
deceptive comfort and false 
hope.

Just look around and see.  
Which are the messages that 
are most popular? The most 
entertaining, the ones that 
appear to hold out hope for the 
future without dealing with 
real problems, the sensational, 
the impressive. When things 

get personal and deeper, 
the attendance comes down 
(Jn.6:66). What are the most 
enjoyed ‘devotionals’? The 
ones with an interesting story 
and a lesson even a child can 
understand. What are church 
going Christians exchanging in 
the social media to encourage 
one another (cf. Heb.3:13)? 
Platitudes, jokes, Bible verses 
(promises) set in a scenic 
background, etc. People are 
given to think that this is normal 
Christian life.

All of us who have received 
from the Lord something 
of precious value have a 
responsibility to share that with 
others who have not come that 
far in their spiritual journey. We 
are stewards of the grace we 
have received (1Pet.4:10). Let 
us not wait for a great revival 
to come, or some great leader to 
rise, but let our care for God’s 
kingdom and His people be 
seen in our ministering to His 
people according to the grace 
we have received. In the process 
of caring for the others, we 
will find that we ourselves get 
encouraged and strengthened 
(Rom.1:11,12).
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JOb, THE cONqUERER
J. Fredric Dawson

We cannot fully comprehend why God allows suffering in our lives.

Perhaps Job is the old-
est of the Bible books. It 
mainly covers the sub-

jects of sin, sin’s consequences 
and man’s relationship with 
God. If the Law of Moses had 
existed in Job’s time, it would 
have been impossible for the 
writer to ignore it. Hence, schol-
ars think it was written before 
the Law was given and therefore 
Job lived during the patriarchal 
age. It is a poetic book and has a 
high literary value. The allego-
ries and metaphors used in its 
writing sreveal the intellectual 
capacity, philosophical thinking 
and moralistic nature of the so-
ciety of that age.

The theme of this book is suf-
ferings of human beings on this 
earth. Human suffering can be 
physical or mental, or both. Job 
suffered physically and mental-
ly. The first interference of Satan 
in Job’s life caused him mental 
suffering while the second in-
terference caused him physical 
suffering. The book of Job, thus, 
offers us a deep insight into the 
various aspects of human suf-
fering.

The Origin of Job’s Troubles
Job was a wealthy man in 

the land of Uz, south of Edom 
and west of the Arabian desert. 
He had seven sons and three 
daughters. He owned thou-
sands of sheep, oxen, camels 
and donkeys. He was blameless 
and upright; he feared God and 
shunned evil. He offered regu-
lar sacrifices for the sins of his 
children and maintained purity 
in life.

The fact that God allowed 
Satan to interfere in the life of 
such a godly man (1:6-2:13) re-
veals not only the mystery of 
suffering in our own lives, it 
also teaches us something about 
God’s power and sovereignty 
over all His creation. Whenever 
Satan attacks our material pros-
perity and our bodies with sick-
nesses and diseases, our belief 
in the truth of God’s sovereign-
ty over us helps us to remember 
that the Father God is in total 
control of our lives. While tri-
als are allowed by God to make 
us strong in the faith, tempta-
tions come our way and entice 
us when we wilfully entertain 
them, resulting in sin that leads 
to death (Jas.1:13-15).
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However, Satan is mistaken if 
he thinks God’s children believe 
in Him because of the worldly 
possessions and physical health 
He blesses them with.The truth 
is, God’s children believe in Him 
because He saved their souls from 
condemnation and gave them eter-
nal life. They do not believe Him 
just for the sake of the ‘crumbs’ of 
worldly wealth and physical health 
He gives them.

No wonder Paul says, “If 
only in this life we have hope in 
Christ, we are to be pitied more 
than all men” (1Cor.15:19).

Job’s Reaction
We learn important lessons 

from Job’s attitude and the way 
he reacted to the series of trials 
he went through.

• He worshipped God. It is 
incredible to think of some-
one worshipping God while 
experiencing intense pain! It 
shows Job’s level of maturity 
and the strength of his faith.

• Though he gave vent to 
his feelings, he retained his 
mental strength and clarity.

• In all his troubles, he did not 
sin. 

• For him, giving up integ-
rity and resorting to suicide 
were acts of ‘foolishness’.

The Discourses
As and when the calami-

ties struck Job, he faced them  
bravely. His wife, however, was 
cynical and gave up too soon. 
According to Eliphaz, Zophar 
and Bildad, Job’s friends who 
came to comfort him, Job was 
a hypocrite and his sufferings 
were God’s punishment for 
his sins. They viewed God as a 
school headmaster with a cane 
in his hand to punish misbehav-
ing children. Elihu, on the other 
hand, had a broader view of 
God and attributed Job’s suffer-
ing to God’s way of disciplining 
him, though he too did find fault 
with Job. It is significant to note 
that God did not comment on 
what Elihu said, which leads us 
to infer that God was not against 
his analysis. In fact, Job himself 
knew that God was disciplining 
him and that he would come 
out purer in the end (23:10). Al-
though God did not give any 
reason for Job’s sufferings, He 
finally commended Job for be-
ing right in his speeches (42:7).

What emerged significantly 
from these discourses on the 
heart-breaking losses and suffer-
ings of Job was a new revelation 
from God that He was sovereign 
and all-powerful, controlling 
His creatures with all author-
ity. God was not answerable to 
man. He did not have to explain 
to man why He allowed  suffer-
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ings. Job concurred with God 
gracefully when he completely 
surrendered to God and said, “I 
know that You can do all things; 
no plans of Yours can be thwart-
ed” (42:2).

Why Do We Suffer?
Pain, suffering and death were 

the direct consequences of God’s 
curse on Adam and Eve, and on 
the environment, after their acts 
of disobedience (Gen.3:16-19). 
We live in a cursed world which 
is yet to be freed (Rom.8:19-
23); ever since the Fall of man, 
the earth has been producing 
thorns and thistles. We eat our 
food and maintain 
our bodies by the 
sweat of our brow. 
It is true that Christ 
has removed the 
curse of death and 
decay by His death 
and triumphant 
r e s u r r e c t i o n .
However, our bodies are 
yet to be redeemed, and we 
eagerly await its redemption 
(Rom.8:23). Pain, suffering 
and death will cease when this 
perishable body is clothed with 
the imperishable body at the 
time of our resurrection or at the 
appearing of the Lord to take us 
home (1Cor.15:54).

We cannot fully comprehend 
why God allows suffering in our 
lives. We do know, however, 

that He allows suffering to 
discipline us. The writer of 
Hebrews explains this very 
clearly. “God is disciplining 
us, as a father disciplines his 
children. He does this in His 
love for us as His legitimate 
children. God disciplines us 
for our good that we may share 
in His holiness. The process, 
however, is not pleasant but 
painful. But it finally ‘produces 
a harvest of righteousness and 
peace in us’. We are exhorted to 
endure it” (Heb.12:7-11).

Job’s Statements
While experiencing excru-

ciating pain, Job 
makes some re-
markable state-
ments, which are 
true, valuable and 
relevant even to-
day. We can draw 
strength from 
them when we go 

through life’s trials.

“Naked I came from my 
mother’s womb and naked I 
shall depart” (1:21). This is an 
indisputable fact of life.

“The Lord gave and the 
Lord has taken away; may the 
name of the Lord be praised” 
(1:21). God, who gives us the 
temporal benefits in this life, has 
every right to take them away 
whenever He wants to.

 
 

We cannot fully 
comprehend why God 
allows suffering in our 

lives. We do know, 
however, that He allows 

suffering to discipline us.
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“Shall we accept good from 
God and not trouble” (2:10). If 
we count our blessings in times 
of trouble, we can endure the 
same better.

Job had no arbitrator between 
him and God (9:33-35). As we 
live in the age of God’s grace, 
we need not cry in desperation, 
as did Job, because we have 
an Advocate, the Lord Jesus, 
who is interceding for us with 
the Father (1Jn.2:1,2). We can 
approach God’s throne of grace 
without any fear (Heb.10:19-
23).

“I know that my Redeemer 
lives, and that in the end He will 
stand upon the earth. After my 
skin has been destroyed, yet in 
my flesh I will see God” (19:25, 
26). We, too, have the hope that 
we will see our Redeemer when 
He returns in His awesome glory 
to receive us. Till then, the living 
Redeemer lives within us.

“I know that You can do all 
things; no plans of Yours can 
be thwarted” (42:2). This is an 
attitude of complete surrender 
to and acceptance of God’s 
sovereignty which we should 
emulate. God has His own 
plans for us which will always 
be for our ultimate good. “And 
we know that in all things God 

works for the good of those who 
love Him” (Rom.8:28).

The Ultimate Winner
Job defeated Satan hollow. 

First, Satan argued with God that 
if He touched job’s wealth, riches 
and loved ones, Job would curse 
Him on His face. God permitted 
that, but Job did not fail. Then 
Satan told God that, if He struck 
his flesh and bones, he would 
curse God. God permitted this 
too, but Job did not fail the test. 
In all this, Job did not sin. He 
maintained his integrity. Job came 
out with outstanding victory in his 
battle with Satan. This is what 
God expects of us too. 

Unlike Job, God has given 
us the Holy Spirit and all the 
weapons we need to defeat 
Satan. We are placed in a much 
better position than Job to 
defeat the designs of Satan. In 
the challenging times ahead, 
Job’s example can give us the 
confidence to defeat Satan and 
his hosts even in the most trying 
times.
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We are familiar with 
the king who lost his 
kingship because of 

his ‘obedience’. Of course, I am 
talking about King Saul. God 
had commanded Saul, through 
Samuel, to go and attack Amalek 
and destroy them utterly. All 
of them, and all that they had, 
were to be destroyed. None or 
nothing was to be spared; neither 
men nor animals (1Sam.15:3). 
There was a reason for this 
utter destruction. It was God’s 
punishment on Amalek because 
they had attacked Israel when 
they had come out of Egypt and 
were tired and thirsty for lack 
of water at Rephidim, in the 
wilderness. They were most ill 
prepared for a war at that time. 
God had said, “I will utterly 
blot out the remembrance of 
Amalek from under heaven” 
(Exo.17:14).

God’s Regret
What was Saul’s response? 

He immediately obeyed. He 
gathered an army of more than 
two hundred thousand men and 
attacked Amalek. They utterly 

PARTIAL ObEDIENcE Is 
DIsObEDIENcE

Lily Abraham
There are many who live in fools’ paradise, deceiving themselves.

destroyed ‘all the people’, but 
spared Agag, the king, and the 
best of the sheep, the oxen, the 
fatlings, the lambs and all that 
was good. Next, we see him 
(v.13) when Samuel meets him. 
He says, “I have performed the 
commandment of the Lord.” 
According to Saul, he had 
obeyed. But what does God 
think of his ‘obedience’? God 
said, “He has not performed My 
commandments”(1Sam.15:11).

How many of us think that 
he disobeyed God? Had he not 
obeyed? He won that battle and 
caught the enemy king alive! 
He had killed all the people! 
All that he saved were a few 
animals! And that too, for a 
good purpose, “to sacrifice to 
the Lord”(1Sam.15:15)! Yet 
God was very displeased. He 
regretted that He had made Saul 
the king and rejected him from 
being king over Israel!

How is your obedience to 
God? Is it like Saul’s, a partial 
obedience? We need to examine 
ourselves and see whether 
we are really obeying the 
Lord. What God thinks of us 
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is the important factor. Like 
Saul, we could be deceiving 
ourselves into believing that 
we are obedient, and yet God 
may think otherwise. “Beware, 
brethren, lest there be in any of 
you an evil heart of unbelief in 
departing from the living God; 
but exhort one another daily 
while it is called today, lest any 
of you be hardened through the 
deceitfulness of sin. For we have 
become partakers of Christ if we 
hold the beginning of our faith 
steadfast to the end” (Heb.3: 
12-14).

Fear God
We need to be right ‘in the 

sight of the Lord.’ Often, most of 
us are very eager to be right in 
the sight of other people. Should 
not our concern be to be right 
before God, to obey Him fully? 
We read in Exodus 40 about 
how Moses completed the work 
of building the tabernacle. Every 
part of the tabernacle Moses 
made and arranged “just as the 
Lord commanded Moses.” We 
see this phrase repeated at least 
seven times in that chapter. It 
was this pattern that King Ahaz 
changed into a pattern he saw 
in Damascus, as we read in 2 
Kings 16.

Samuel, the great prophet in 
Israel, too did and said whatever 
he did and said, “just as the Lord 
had said.”

What was the problem with 
Saul? He said, “I feared the 
people and obeyed their voice” 
(1Sam.15:24).

Whom are you obeying? 
People or God? The Lord says, 
“Do not be afraid of those who 
kill the body and, after that, 
there is no more that they can 
do. Fear Him who, after He has 
killed, has power to cast into 
hell; yes, I say to you, fear Him” 
(Lk.12:4,5).

Why Do We Disobey?
Every disobedience to God is a 

hardening of heart against God. 
This is very dangerous. When we 
continue to disobey, we continue 
to harden our hearts. Soon the 
Lord will harden our hearts, just 
as He did with Pharaoh. In the 
initial stages, it is recorded that 
he hardened his heart against 
obeying God. But later, we 
read, “God hardened his heart.” 
When one rejects God’s words 
of truth, God sends delusions, 
that the one continuing to sin 
may believe a lie as if it is the 
truth. The writer to the Hebrews 
repeatedly quotes from Psalm 
95, “Today, if you will hear His 
voice, do not harden your hearts 
as in rebellion”(Heb.3:7,15,4:7).

Disobeying God is serious 
business which has severe 
consequences. Our God is a God 
of justice and righteousness. 
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Righteousness and justice are 
the foundation of His throne 
(Psa.89:14). He who justifies the 
wicked is an abomination to the 
Lord (Pro.17:15). Will He then 
justify the wicked who take His 
grace for granted? He just cannot 
wink at His children’s sin, till it 
is confessed and forsaken. To 
confess is to agree with God 
that what He says is wrong, is 
wrong.

Why do we disobey? Is it 
because God’s Holy Spirit 
indwelling us is not powerful 
enough to help us to obey? Of 
course, not. It is because of our 
desire to enjoy the fruit of our 
disobedience. This was true 
of Eve, David as 
well as Saul, and 
it is true about 
each one of us. It 
is only because 
our desire to obey is a little less 
than our desire to enjoy the fruit 
of disobedience. We somehow 
want to satisfy our ego, pride, 
desires and passions.

Repent
But even when, in spite of 

our best intentions and efforts, 
we fall into sin, our gracious 
God has provided us with an 
escape route. Our God is One 
who cries in secret over the 
sins of His people. He is not an 
austere, severe, hard master, as 
the man who received the one 

talent thought. He does not reap 
where He has not sown, nor 
does He gather where He has 
not scattered. He has provided 
us with the wherewithal to 
obey. He is grieved over our sin. 
He has graciously and lovingly 
given us a way to come back 
to Him in repentance. True 
repentance is not just feeling 
sorry for sin, but making a turn 
around and coming back to 
God. “For we do not have a high 
priest who cannot sympathise 
with our weaknesses, but was 
in all points tempted as we are, 
yet without sin. Let us therefore 
come boldly to the Throne 
of Grace that we may obtain 

mercy and find 
grace in time of 
need” (Heb.4:15-
16). Let us receive 
it in humility and 
make His heart 

glad. He is concerned about 
each individual child of His. He 
is aware of everything about 
you and me. Even the thoughts 
of our hearts are known to Him. 
“The word of God is living and 
powerful, and sharper than any 
two-edged sword, piercing even 
to the division of soul and spirit, 
and of joints and marrow, and is 
a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart. And there 
is no creature hidden from His 
sight, but all things are naked 
and open to the eyes of Him to 

 
 

Our God is One who cries 
in secret over the sins of 

His people.
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whom we must give account” 
(Heb.4:12-13).

But if we sin, taking God’s 
grace for granted, how can He 
forgive us? In that 
case, we are try-
ing to use God’s 
grace to indulge 
ourselves. Let us 
not forget that He 
saved us while we 
were still sinners, 
while we were 
still His enemies! 
Formerly, we be-
longed to God’s 
enemy, the devil. 
If we acknowledge and experi-
ence God’s grace in lifting us 
out of the kingdom of darkness 
into His kingdom of light, can 
we continue to obey God’s en-
emy, and not God Himself? God 
calls it spiritual harlotry. Which 
husband would be happy, if his 
wife engages in adulterous rela-
tionships, taking advantage of 
his intense love for her?

Let us see God’s truth for what 
it is, in the light of His word. 
Let us endeavour to know our 
God through His word. Let us 

experience Him 
intimately. There 
are many who live 
in fools’ paradise, 
d e c e i v i n g 
themselves. Those 
who know their 
God shall be 
strong and carry 
out great exploits 
(Dan.11:32). “And 
many of those 
who sleep in the 

dust of the earth shall awake, 
some to everlasting life, some 
to shame and everlasting 
contempt”(Dan.12:2). So, which 
of these is your destination?

 
 

Formerly, we belonged to 
God’s enemy, the devil. 
If we acknowledge and 
experience God’s grace 
in lifting us out of the 

kingdom of darkness into 
His kingdom of light, 

can we continue to obey 
God’s enemy, and not God 

Himself?
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noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 
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POURING LOVE IN SCARLEt RED!

I went in search for love’s true meaning, 
Thinking, it would rather be an easy chase. 
As I went by, my mind murmured, 
“It’s uneasy, it’s difficult. 
Bloke, you seem hunting treasure 
On a distant shore!”

Along the way, I met a lover; 
Who was, perhaps, dancing to the tune of young age. 
“Ah! Now this guy could help me through,” I thought. 
But lo, he could hardly define it! 
All he said, left me puzzled –  
“Love is affection; nothing to define.” 
I paced my journey, 
It now seemed more the tough!

I met the clergy at the cathedral, 
If he could help me some. 
The clergyman opened the letter to the Corinthians, 
And made his view – “Love is gentle, love is kind, 
It does not envy, it does not boast.” 
Alas! I heard all this,                  
But my hunt seemed droll!

I met a critic, or rather, a ‘thinker’, 
As he claimed himself to be. 
He despised the young, the young despised him.         
In his words – “There’s nothing called ‘love’. 
Woe is man! He isn’t worthy of love; 
Neither to lend, nor to receive.”

depressed and dejected left me his words. 
In my rabid enigma, 
I cursed my shattered hopes. 
“Nay, I’ll nev’r find love’s meaning.” 
With the shrivel of an old man’s breath,               
I wiped my scruff and turned around!  

 In despair, I scaled up a hill –                                     
A hill to where many had, in despair, walked!      
I came across the ‘Place of Skulls’,                          
A throng of mockers, of murderers, of thieves!    
Between them was raised a rugged tree                
On which was nailed Heaven’s pride.                     
I saw my Saviour pouring love –                                    
Pouring love in scarlet red! 
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Mumbai, and a member of 

the IPC Faith City Church.
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The year 2016 began with 
an earthquake, followed 
by a gruesome murder 

in our locality. Not having 
witnessed even a petty theft 
for several years, this incident 
shattered the myth that our 
neighbourhood was a peaceful 
commune. In a society that 
houses nine flats, the murder 
came to light as much as three 
hours later. 

After the police formalities, 
the body was brought home 
for the final rites. While wailing 
and expressing grief in a loud 
voice is not uncommon, one 
gentleman cried the most and 
was seen placing candles around 
the casket religiously. We were 
later told, to our surprise, that 
the man was the son-in-law of 
the deceased.

Two weeks later, when the 
culprit was nabbed, the entire 
community was shocked to 
learn that it was none other 
than the son-in-law who had 
made a public display of his 
affection! He brutally murdered 

REAsONING TOwARDs 
REPENTANcE

D. G. Jebaraj
God knows me inside out. How much do I know Him?

his mother-in-law in the kitchen 
while she was preparing dinner 
for him and his accomplice. 
All because he could not find 
the Rs.20000 and the gold 
ornaments that were hidden 
from him! Barely thirty years 
old, he had mastered the art of 
pretension!

In another incident, a doctor 
in our vicinity, who professed to 
follow godly values and boasted 
that he chose this profession 
only to serve humanity, 
admitted two teen-aged girls 
in the intensive care unit for 
three days for an ailment that 
could have been successfully 
treated with antibiotics. It 
was later discovered that this 
doctor was newly hired by 
the hospital and was eager to 
impress the authorities with 
his ability to get extra income 
for the hospital.

While these two tragic inci-
dents kept haunting me for 
several days, provoking me to 
examine myself, my eyes fell on 
verse 2 of Jeremiah 12, which 
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says, “You are always on their 
lips, but far from their heart.” 
Jeremiah begins with reasoning 
and pleading on behalf of God. 
The issue revolves around 
unfaithfulness and rebellion 
of the people of Israel and 
God’s warning  of impending 
judgment, unless they repented.

In the passing of each year, 
I have grown in my position, 
profession and worldly posses-
sion. Most of my initiatives have 
borne fruit. As I pondered over 
my ‘successes’, I asked myself, 
“Were the fruits 
of my labour for 
myself or for God? 
Was it all about 
good works and 
worldly substance 
without any fruit 
of righteousness? 
Has my ‘growth’ 
beenin the domain 
of holiness, or 
was it just in terms of material 
riches?”

Not long ago, I was read-
ing a survey on the nations 
that spend time watching 
pornography. To my amaze-
ment, Philippines topped the 
list whereas the Indian state of 
Mizoram topped the charts. I 
could not resist the temptation 
to be judgmental: both Philip-

pines and Mizoram are almost 
100% Christian. Only on Sunday 
mornings the traffic decreased, 
but noon onwards it was back to 
square one. “Yet You know me, 
O Lord, You see me and test my 
thoughts about You” (Jer.12:3). 
Honesty is what others see in 
me. Integrity is what I glorify 
God with.

Am I Growing?
Have I grown in purity? Have 

I grown in my love for God and 
others? Has my faith grown? 
Where there is no faith, there 

is no love. God 
knows me inside 
out. How much 
do I know Him 
despite having 
walked with Him 
for over 35 years? 
Having worked in 
two Christian or-
ganisations for 25 
years, with a good 

beginning and a busy schedule 
that meant ‘serving God’, I failed 
to realise that it was my fellow-
ship and intimacy with God that 
really mattered to Him above 
everything else. If my knowing 
Him has not metamorphosed 
from merely being religious 
to a relationship, if my prayers 
have not moved from politi-
cally correct words to heart-felt 
thoughts, I have been spiritually 
stagnating.

 
 

If my knowing Him has 
not metamorphosed from 

merely being religious to a 
relationship, if my prayers 

have not moved from 
politically correct words to 
heart-felt thoughts, I have 

been spiritually stagnating.
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Do I Know Him?
Unless I grow spiritually 

and get to know Christ better 
every day, spiritual wilderness 
is bound to set in. Sadly, many 
stalwarts of faith have fallen 
because, by and by, they got 
too busy to commune with the 
Lord. But those who waited 
on Him overcame the worldly 
temptations and continued to 
walk their journey of faith; those 
who did not, kept backsliding 
and became unfruitful.

“There is no God in me,” 
she wrote in her Mother Teresa: 
Come, Be My light, a collection 
of Teresa’s personal letters to 
her spiritual advisors. She called 
her vow to God ‘the inspiration’ 
and ‘the darkness’. ‘Darkness’ 
was her term for the feelings 
of loneliness and abandonment 
when her communion with 
Jesus ended. In a letter, penned 
sometime in 1961, she wrote, 
“Darkness is such that I really do 
not see—neither with my mind 
nor with my reason; the place of 
God in my soul is blank. There 
is no God in me; when the pain 
of longing is great, I just long 
and long for God… The torture 
and pain I can’t explain.”

The Dark Nights Of My 
Soul

Reading Psalm 36 (The Mes-
sage), verses 5 and 6 in particular, 

was soothing and soul-refresh-
ing. “God’s love is meteoric, His 
loyalty astronomic, His purpose 
titanic, His verdicts oceanic. Yet 
in His largeness nothing gets 
lost; not a man, not a mouse 
slips through the cracks.”

He never lets His creatures 
down. His righteousness is like 
the mountains (36:6). His hand 
may be invisible due to snow, 
fog and smog, but not for long. 
In Darjeeling, one of the must-
see places is the rising sun. Peo-
ple wake up as early as 3.30 am, 
drive for 25 minutes, walk for a 
while and wait to see the sun ris-
ing in all its splendour. On some 
days, however, they return dis-
appointed without seeing any 
sign of the sun. Does that mean 
the sun does not exist? No. It is 
just that thick, dark clouds ris-
ing on the horizon obstruct the 
rising Sun on those days. So it is 
with us, when the dark clouds 
of adversities overwhelm us and 
we decide to give up, thinking 
that the Son of God has failed to 
show up.

May our reasoning with God 
always lead us to repentance.

Jebaraj D. G.  
serves as Regional Director 

for South Asia with 
Compassion  International 

based in Kolkata.
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In India, we are all aware 
who a sanyasi is. The 
picture we get in our 

minds immediately is that of a 
Hindu hermit, clad in saffron, 
one who has sacrificed his family 
and friends, work, etc., to search 
for God and the ultimate truth 
of life. He usually would live 
off the offerings 
or donations of 
people as he would 
spend most of his 
time in meditation 
or reading, and 
teaching their 
scriptures. These 
people are highly respected and 
revered for their ascetic life. 
We need to understand that 
they consider separation from 
the society as essential for their 
salvation because they consider 
the world as maya (unreal or 
illusion) and that which would 
corrupt your soul and therefore 
something that you should stay 
away from. Non-attachment is 
thus the foremost condition for 
attaining moksha or salvation in 
Hinduism.

The question I would like 
to address is, “Can there be a 
Christian sanyasi?” If so, who 

THE cHRIsTIAN sANYAsI
Sunil Kolhar

Every Christian has to be in the world and yet not of the world.

would you consider in this cate-
gory and how would they differ 
from the general understand-
ing of sanyasi as given above? 
Of course, we may immediately 
think of the Roman Catholic 
priest who comes nearest to the 
general understanding. Or, with 
some concessions, we may also 

include the priest 
from the Protestant 
church. But, is this 
the right Biblical 
understanding of 
the Christian san-
yasi? That brings 
up the question of 

whether the Bible has anything 
to say on this subject. Let us 
examine this subject so that we 
come to the right Biblical under-
standing.

Non-Attachment
The first thing we should note 

is that there is no concept of non-
attachment in the Bible which 
would go along with the Hindu 
understanding. We will see 
later what non-attachment does 
mean in the Bible. The Christian 
believes that the world is good 
because it was made to be good 
by a good God. This is what 
Genesis 1 is all about.

 
 

God is holy, and when He 
calls His people, it is to 

a life of holiness which is 
basically a life of separation 

from the world.
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But, on the other hand, God 
is holy, and when He calls His 
people, it is to a life of holiness 
which is basically a life of 
separation from the world. Do 
these two things contradict 
each other? They may seem 
to, but they do not. In the Old  
Testament, God gave the 
commandments to the Israelites 
which would allow them to 
enjoy the world and yet keep 
them away from the systems 
and values of the world. The 
commandments were of God 
and coming out of God’s 
nature, they were holy and thus 
following the commandments 
of God would not only allow the 
Israelites to showcase who God 
is, but also live holy lives. Here 
was the grounding of the concept 
– ‘being in the world and yet 
not being of it’ – and this gives 
us a specific understanding of 
how we differ from the Hindu 
concept of non-attachment.

I would like you to note that 
these commands were common 
for all – the priest/Levite/
teacher of the law and for the 
layman. The religious hierarchy 
had a role to play in the temple 
as much as a common man had 
a role to play in the market 
place. Thus, they differed in 
their roles, but the standard of 
holiness was the same for both. 
It is another matter that neither 
of these categories of people was 

able to keep the commands and 
come up to the standard of God. 
This is why God sent His Son to 
free us from the clutches of the 
law. Our Lord died on the cross 
for the law that we had broken 
so that God could accept us by 
grace.

Does this mean that the concept 
of holiness/separation is not 
there in the New Testament? 
In fact, it is more pertinent and 
stronger in the New Testament.

Crucified To The World
In Romans 6, Paul explains 

in detail why we cannot live 
in sin. He explains that if we 
claim to be believers in Christ, it 
simply means that we have been 
baptised with Him in His death 
and have been raised with Him 
to a new life. Our old self/man 
has been crucified with Christ 
and hence our old has gone and 
we are new creatures in Christ. 
This is the reason he goes on to 
explain that if we believe this, 
then by faith we need to say ‘no’ 
to sin and be clothed with Jesus. 
This means that our old nature, 
which was prone to sin, has died. 
In Galatians also Paul explains 
this very concept wherein he 
says that he has been crucified 
to the world and the world to 
him. He does not belong to the 
world.

In Luke 14:26ff, Jesus defined 
discipleship as picking up 
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the cross and following Him. 
The people who heard Him 
understood very well what Jesus 
was saying, for they knew that it 
was a condemned criminal that 
carried the cross. The criminal 
knew that he was as good as 
dead. And Jesus Christ, in using 
this metaphor for discipleship, 
clarified that if they were to 
follow Him there would be a 
cost involved. They would have 
to consider themselves dead to 
the world. They would have to 
give Him priority to the extent of 
hating their own parents, wife, 
children, etc. So, in 
all these pictures 
that we get from 
the Bible about the 
true Christian, it is 
quite clear that his 
priority was to the 
Lord in everything 
that he did. Does 
it look like this is 
what the Hindu 
sanyasi is also 
trying to do?

I want you to note that, as 
in the Old Testament, even in 
the New, the above concept is 
applied to all believers in Christ, 
whether they are in the full time 
ordained ministry or they are 
laymen. This is more so, for the 
New Testament teaches us the 
concept of the ‘priesthood of 
all believers’.The implication of 

the concept is tremendous. This 
means that every Christian has 
to be in the world and yet not of 
the world. He has to say ‘No’ to 
the corrupt practices of the world 
while staying in the world. If 
this is so, he also has to show the 
world what the correct practices 
are and live those practices. This 
is how he can act as a catalyst in 
changing the world, though it 
may be incremental.

Distinguishing Characteristics
We should now ponder on 

whether it is easier to be a sanyasi 
in the Hindu sense 
of the word or to 
be a sanyasi in the 
Christian sense. Is 
it easier to separate 
oneself from the 
world or be part 
of the world and 
yet live a holy/
separated life? 
We should also 
ponder on which 

is more useful. Does it benefit 
the world if one separates 
oneself from the rigours of life 
to a life of meditation, or does 
it benefit the world if one lives 
in it, struggles with its evil and 
overcomes it, thus becoming 
an example to many who have 
given uptheir struggle thinking 
that it is useless?

 
 

Does it benefit the world 
if one separates oneself 

from the rigours of life to a 
life of meditation, or does 
it benefit the world if one 
lives in it, struggles with 
its evil and overcomes it, 

thus becoming an example 
to many who have given 
uptheir struggle thinking 

that it is useless?
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A Hindu sanysasi separates 
himself from the world for his 
own moksha. A Christian sanyasi 
has already gained his moksha 
through the death of his Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ; thus 
he is not living or working for 
his own benefit anymore. He 
has got everything and more 
through what Jesus has done 
for him on the cross. So, he can 
now live and work for the One 
who has given him everything 
free of cost. He can, without any 
tension, live for his Lord and 
Master Jesus Christ. 

One very important difference 
between the Christian and 
Hindu concept of sanyas is the 
attitude to sex. Sex is considered 
taboo for a Hindu ascetic, for it 
is that which corrupts the soul. 
But for a Christian, it is a God-
given way to express your love 
for your spouse. The love of a 
husband and wife, expressed in 
the oneness of the body, is the 
nearest in human terms to our 

love for the Lord. So, a Christian 
can be a family man and yet can 
be a true sanyasi as long as he 
belongs to the Lord and gives 
Him glory in all that he does.

Why is it that the same word 
is so different in meaning to 
two different communities? The 
reason lies in the worldview of 
both these communities. And 
it is not just this word, but 
many of the words like God, 
sin, salvation, etc., which have 
different meanings. Of course, 
one has to know the truth. What 
is your take on this from our 
discussion of the word sanyasi? 
If you have begun to see that you 
have been called to live a life of 
a Christian sanyasi, you will also 
be able to see how great a calling 
and responsibility it is.

CHARIS Bible College Mumbai
Visit us at: www.charisbiblecollege.org. www.awmindia.net

APPLY AND REGIStER NOW. ADMISSIONS OPEN.

An Extension of Andrew Wommack Ministries India

2nd Floor, ‘Bethel’, Plot No.305/E, Mith Chowky, Marve Rd., Roadline,  
Near Girdhar Park, Malad (W), Mumbai 400 064.

Landline No.91-022-660601820. Cellphone +91-8976549515.  
E-mail: info@charisbiblecollegeindia.org 

Sunil F. Kolhar  
is Founding Pastor of  
City light Ministries 

which is involved in Urban 
Mission in Ahmedabad.
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THE GENTLE wHIsPER wE MIss!
Manu George

Let us be the people who are joyful enough to shout 
and humble enough to be silent

Some days are tougher 
than others. No 
matter how much one 

tries to cheer up, the cloud of 
discouragement just seems to 
hang over our head until tears 
run down the cheek. I went 
through one of those valleys 
recently. The most difficult part 
was that I could not pinpoint 
what exactly brought such 
heaviness into my heart. After 
all, I’m a teacher of the word 
who is called to exhort others, 
right? How dare I be depressed? 
Not really. We all go through the 
Elijah-syndrome of challenging 
false prophets on one day, and 
wishing we weren’t around on the 
next!

Elijah was indeed a man just 
like us (Jas.5:17). He was a great 
prophet who single-handedly 
took on eight hundred and 
fifty pagan prophets, and God 
literally sent His fire down. Not 
satisfied with that victory, he 
even slaughtered them all at 
the valley of Kishon, bringing 
an end to their con rule. That’s 
the Elijah we like to hear about 
and emulate in our lives. But 
remember, if that is all there was 

in him, he wouldn’t have been a 
man just like us.

The Bible is a very honest book 
where both the virtue and the 
vulnerability of God’s servants 
are honestly narrated. David 
the giant-killer and the man 
after God’s own heart was the 
one who plotted and murdered 
Uriah. Moses, the humblest 
of all, could not enter Canaan 
because he dishonoured God. 
The examples are numerous. 
Show me a man used by God, 
and I will show you a man just 
like us.

In my moment of 
discouragement, I approached 
the most reliable source of 
succour– the Bible. I was a bit 
surprised to find myself not 
wasting time or energy feeling 
sorry for myself, like I used to 
do until recently. (The Holy 
Spirit truly transforms lives!) I 
had no specific book in my mind 
when I opened the Word, but I 
found myself reading 1 Kings 
19:9 onwards. The question, 
“What are you doing here, 
Elijah?” sounded more personal 
than Psalm 23 or even John 
3:16! My response was slightly 
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different from Elijah’s. He was 
complaining that he was the 
only one on God’s side. I griped 
something like, “You are using 
everybody but me!”

The truly mind-blowing part 
was yet to come. The Lord was 
about to pass by (v.11). First 
came a wind, a powerful one 
that tore the mountains apart 
and shattered the rocks. Then 
came an earthquake, followed 
by fire. In all the three mind-
boggling manifestations, the 
common factor was that the lord 
was not there! That is the absence 
we often don’t 
realise. Wind 
may be powerful 
in human terms, 
earthquake can be 
devastating, and 
fire makes man 
helpless. All these natural furies 
may awaken awe and wonder 
in the on-lookers, but the Lord 
wasn’t in them.

In the name of God, much 
pomp and glory are displayed all 
around us. Celebrity shepherds, 
rock-star musicians, pep-talks 
from pulpits—and the crowd 
loves it! Holiness is mocked as 
religiosity and hymns are re-
tuned to give a contemporary 
touch! I’m fully aware of the 
need of connecting to the society 
in a generationally pertinent, 
culturally sensitive manner, 

but in our quest for relevance, 
do we ask ourselves the tough 
question, “Is God there?”

After the fire came a gentle 
whisper, which Elijah did not 
miss. Unfortunately, numerous 
souls are caught up in the end-
less wind - earthquake - fire cycle, 
leaving no possibility of hearing 
the gentle whisper of God. The 
command to “Be still and know 
that I am God” (Psa.46:10) comes 
in the midst of several kinds of 
noises. The sons of Korah talk-
ed about the earth giving way 
(boy! Do they know what that 

is!), the mountains 
falling into the sea, 
nations in uproar, 
desolations in the 
earth, etc. Verse 
10 stands out for 
its command to be 
silent and listen to 

God who alone is exalted among 
the nations.

The church collectively and 
the saints individually need 
to learn three cardinal lessons 
about our Lord. Firstly, He is 
not against noise per se. “Shout 
for joy to the lord” (Psa.100) is 
as good a command as the one 
about being still. The problem 
is not in the level of sound, but 
in our willingness (or lack of 
it) to listen to His voice. If we 
are always shouting and never 
listening, we won’t realise the 

 
 

If we are always shouting 
and never listening, we 

won’t realise the sad truth 
that He may not even be 

there.
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sad truth that He may not even 
be there.

Secondly, it  is our responsi-
bility to be vigilant and not miss 
God’s messages. If we don’t, 
He might have to use what C.S. 
Lewis called the megaphone of 
pain, “God whispers to us in our 
pleasures, speaks in our conscienc-
es, but shouts in our pains. It is his 
megaphone to rouse a deaf world” 
(The Problem of Pain).

Finally, may we not be 
discouraged when we are not 
part of the noisy crowd. The Lord 
Himself might be standing at the 
door of many a large gathering 

and knocking (Rev.3:20). Let 
us be the people that are joyful 
enough to shout and humble 
enough to be silent. 

And yes, after reading Elijah’s 
experience, I humbled myself 
and thanked God for my calling. 
That’s the place God gently 
leads His complaining servants 
to – the place of gratitude and 
humility.

Manu George  
is a Teaching Pastor at 

New Creations Assembly of 
God Church, Panjim, Goa.
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THE HOVERING PERIOD OF THE 
HOLY sPIRIT

Paradessi
The Holy Spirit is quietly at work in the mission fields.

God has pre-appointed 
the time of death for 
every man. Yet we 

see some servants of God in the 
Bible asking Him to advance 
their time of departure from this 
world. In reality, these requests 
were neither prompted by a 
divine revelation nor were they 
eager to depart from this world. 
It was merely a cry of their 
wounded self.

Our Plans
We make plans, intentionally 

or unintentionally, assuming 
that God would work the way 
we expect Him to work in a 
particular situation or a problem.
And when we realise that God’s 
plans and ways do not align with 
ours, ‘the self’, who is the author 
of the dying plan, starts to throw 
a fit resulting in hopelessness, 
anger and, in the extreme case, 
the desire to die. The ‘Self’ is a 
close associate of the enemy of 
the soul in fulfilling the latter’s 
goals.“The thief comes only 
to steal and kill and destroy” 
(Jn.10:10).

Elijah was a firebrand for 
the Lord. Yet he cried out, “...

it is enough; now, O Lord, take 
away my life, for I am no better 
than my ancestors”(1Kgs.19:4b). 
Jonah was yet another prophet, 
who experienced the same 
agony. “Therefore now, O Lord, 
please take my life from me, for 
it is better for me to die than 
to live” (4:3). Both cried after a 
‘failure’. What was their failure? 
It was something that happened 
contrary to what they had 
expected. Elijah’s reasons are 
not clear, but we can assume that 
he did not expect to be hounded 
by his opponents after having 
performed a mighty miracle. 
But in Jonah’s case, it was clear 
why he wanted to die. “Please 
kill me, Lord: I’d rather be dead 
than alive (because nothing that 
I prophesied to Nineveh has 
happened)” (4:3 LB).

The desire for death is some-
times the expression of one’s an-
ger towards a particular person, 
society or the circumstance. A 
believer’s desire to die is primar-
ily an expression of his anger 
directed towards God. But, for 
most part, this reason remains 
hidden. He blames the omni-
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scient and omnipotent God for 
not intervening in his situation.

It is helpful to understand the 
origin of such anger. Our selfish 
plans and desires lead us to an 
independent way of thinking, 
an independent interpretation 
of the situation, an independent 
action, and finally to anger, in 
that order; and the outcome 
turns out to be entirely different 
from what we desire. If we were 
robots with all the controls in 
the hands of a master, then 
we would have no complaints 
whatsoever even if something 
were to go wrong. The robot, 
being incapable of independent 
thinking, would do exactly as the 
master instructs. God, however, 
does not control a believer as 
we would a robot. Instead, He 
desires for us to be trained to 
think the way He does, which 
is why the prayer “Your will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven” 
(Matt.6:10) is so significant.

God’s Plan
Every child of God goes 

through times when things 
happen contrary to his/her ex-
pectations. This is a common 
experience of those who are 
in the mission field, when the 
Holy Spirit is brooding upon 
a nation or a people group. 
There may not be many mani-
festations of the influence of the 
Holy Spirit. 

“And the Spirit of God was 
hovering over the face of the 
waters” (Gen.1:2) refers to a pre-
historic period during which, al-
though the Holy Spirit was hov-
ering upon the waters, the earth 
was still empty, formless and 
enveloped in darkness. How 
can the working of the Holy 
Spirit and the darkness go hand 
in hand? Similarly, why don’t 
we see any sign of salvation or 
inclination in the individuals or 
a people group to know the liv-
ing God when the Holy Spirit 
is working in them? One of the 
divine mysteries not revealed to 
us is the time span of the chaotic 
stage of the universe described 
in the first chapter of Genesis.

Many missionaries go through 
long periods of disappointment 
and fruitlessness when they do 
not get any response from the 
people groups they serve in the 
Spirit of Christ. Take heart, dear 
brothers and sisters, because, 
in reality, there are great things 
happening ‘deep inside’. This 
is a period of the hovering, or 
brooding, of the Holy Spirit, 
like a hen brooding over its 
eggs. The distinctive feature of 
the incubation is that nothing 
noticeable happens during that 
period. There is no excitement. 
However, deeply hidden inside 
the egg is a beautiful life taking 
shape, getting ready to emerge 
at the right time. Similarly, the 
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Holy Spirit is quietly at work 
on the mission fields, preparing 
the ground for the harvest of 
precious souls.

Tragedy To Triumph
J. O. Fraser’s biography is an 

example of how the Holy Spirit 
hovers over the spiritual and 
moral darkness in the world 
as missionaries labour. He was 
only 22 years old when he went 
to China. In the early years of 
his ministry among the Lisu 
people he went into depression 
due to a long period of spiritual 
drought in the land. The Spirit 
was hovering over the Lisu 
people who were least receptive 
to the Gospel. Fraser’s thirty 
years of labour finally yielded 
abundant fruit. Just before he 
died in 1938 at the age of 52 due 
to cerebral malaria, he witnessed 
the beginning of a large revival. 
Fraser is best known for the 
alphabet he created for the 
Lisu, often referred to as the 
Fraser alphabet. It was designed 
with the purpose of translating 
the New Testament into the 
Lisu language. In 1992, the 
Chinese government officially  
recognised the Fraser alphabet 
as the official script of the Lisu 
language. In recent decades, 
the Lisu church has seen a 
spectacular growth.

In 1921, a missionary couple, 
David and Svea Flood, went 

with their two-year-old son 
David from Sweden to the 
heart of Africa— what was then 
the Belgian Congo. Ericksons, 
another missionary couple, had 
also joined them. With much 
difficulty they reached a village 
named N’dolera. But when the 
village chief would not let them 
enter his village, they opted 
to go half a mile up the slope 
and built their own mud huts. 
There they prayed for a spiritual 
breakthrough, but there was 
none. Their only contact in the 
village was a young boy, who 
was allowed to sell them eggs 
twice a week. Svea decided that 
if this was the only African she 
would get to talk to, she would 
try to lead the boy to Jesus. 
After many weeks of loving and 
witnessing to him, he trusted 
Christ as his Saviour. But there 
was no further progress. 

Meanwhile, malaria struck 
the missionaries. Svea became 
pregnant in the middle of this 
primitive wilderness, but the 
delivery was too exhausting for 
her malaria-weakened body and 
she died aged 27 after giving 
birth to a baby girl. It may seem 
as a tragic end to their failed 
mission. David Flood, full of 
bitterness, gave away his child 
Aggie to the Ericksons and went 
back to Sweden. The Ericksons, 
too, soon died of a mysterious 
illness and the child was adopted 
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by another missionary couple 
who took her to America.

Aggie grew up and married a 
preacher. Once, while attending 
a conference in London, she met 
a Christian leader who was the 
superintendent of the national 
church in Congo. Aggie asked 
him whether he had heard 
about Svea Flood, her mother. 
Just imagine his amazement and 
Aggie’s joy as he told her that he 
was the boy who sold eggs to 
Svea many years ago. Over 600 
people of that village had later 
become Christians, including 
the village chief! (Flaming 
Firebrands: Servant of the Cross 
Vol.2 published by IEM.)

Trust God!
Dear saint, God may not have 

answered your cry. But He has 
surely appointed His people to 
intercede for you somewhere 
in the world. What better 
encouragement than to know 
that our Lord Jesus Himself is 
interceding for you. God may 

have sent you to the mountains, 
to the wilderness, to the villages 
or to the lonely places to echo 
the heavenly song which the 
angels sang at the birth of the 
Saviour, “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace 
among those with whom He 
is pleased!” (Lk.2:14). Just stay 
wherever God has placed you, 
believing that the Holy Spirit is 
active there, quietly working in 
the lives of the people you are 
ministering to. “Be still, and 
know that I am God: I will be 
exalted among the heathen, I 
will be exalted in the earth” 
(Psa.46:10).

When the time comes for you 
to go Home, the heavenly hosts 
will come to you in a chariot to 
fulfil your fondest dream: to see 
the wounded hands, to kiss Him 
and whisper in His ears, “Thank 
you, Lord.”

Biju P. X. (Paradessi) 
is actively involved in 

God’s ministry, based in 
Trivandrum.

MATRIMONIAL

Parents of 32-year-old son approx 5’6’’ wheatish complexion, seek alliance from 
a born again family. daughter’s age should be 24 to 28 yrs. He is presently in 
fellowship with Pentecostal Assembly. Interested candidates may prayerfully apply 
with full bio-data, photograph and contact number. Command over the English 
language is essential, though language is no bar. Kindly send details to the following 
email id.

Joeldmello21@gmail.com / Contact no:9967470698



Light of Life 55 JuLy 2016

TwENTY-TwENTY VIsION
Suresh Manoharan

What seems absurd in the sight of mortal men may not be so in 
the eyes of the all-knowing Perfect One.

For My thoughts are 
not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways 

My ways, declares the Lord. 
For as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are My ways 
higher than your ways and My 
thoughts than your thoughts” 
(Isa.55:8-9).

No, no, Twenty-Twenty Vision 
has nothing to do with Twenty-
Twenty Cricket, also branded as 
T-20 Cricket, of which there is 
no shortage these days. Oh yes, 
it was ‘visionary’ of cricket ad-
ministrators at the helm to have 
instituted this ‘instant’ variety 
of cricket in this ‘instant’ age, 
where time is at a premium, 
and hence the public at large are 
prone to take to it like duck to 
water. Well, Twenty-Twenty vi-
sion is not about having instant 
‘fixes for a problem’, but a long-
term recourse to an issue which, 
in hindsight, would be perfect. 
Well, for those uninitiated in 
eye-care, ‘Twenty-Twenty’ vi-
sion is all about having a perfect 
eyesight. And who better than 
our perfect God (Matt.5:48) 
when it comes to having a ‘per-
fect perspective’ both in the 

physical and the more impor-
tant spiritual realms!

A wise soul remarked, “We 
do not see things as they are, 
but we see things as we are.” 
How true! What seems absurd 
in the sight of mortal men may 
not be so in the eyes of the all-
knowing Perfect One. There is a 
stark contrast in the thinking of 
the worldly wise and the Wisest 
One in the Universe whose ways 
and thoughts are far higher than 
those termed as ‘brilliant’ by the 
finite world (1Cor.1:25).

Limp
The sun rose upon him as he 

passed Penuel, limping because 
of his hip (Gen.32:31).

What was Jacob’s spiritual state 
before his ethereal ‘wrestling 
bout’ with the Lord (Gen.32:24)? 
Being an inherent schemer and 
having cheated many of his near 
and dear ones till then, he was 
the very definition of a ‘spiri-
tually lame person’. But it was 
only after he actually started 
physically ‘limping’ that he be-
gan to walk aright spiritually in 
the sight of his Creator. In the 
days to follow, he would even 
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become an innocent victim of 
cheating by his ‘near and dear 
ones’ (Gen.37:31-35) enduring 
terrible emotional agony; but 
he himself would never cheat 
anyone, putting them to loss. 
Folks, do not look down upon 
(a la Job’s friends) those fellow 
Christians who are ‘limping’; 
for all we know, the good Lord 
may be using this ‘limp’ to ac-
complish a greater purpose in 
their lives (Job 23:10). Consider 
the apostle Paul’s struggle with 
a ‘limp’ in his life 
that seemed, for all 
practical purpos-
es, to be seriously 
‘limiting’ him; it 
was actually lead-
ing to “God’s 
power being made perfect in his 
weakness” (2Cor.12:9).

The outer man may ‘perish’, 
but if the inner man is being 
made stronger because of the 
temporary plight of the former, 
nothing quite like it (2Cor.4:16)!

Wise is the one who views 
matters of ‘physical and spiri-
tual’ like our heavenly Father 
does and prioritises suitably  
(1 Tim.4:8)!

Lofty 
In the sight of the Perfect One, 

the one who is lowly is the lofty 
one. Consider this Scripture,  “The 
greatest among you will be your 

servant” (Matt.23:11). It is time 
we re-phrase the ‘Leadership 
Training’ programmes in the 
church as ‘Leadership Training 
in Servanthood’. Yes! Oh to 
have the mind of the One who 
washed His disciples’ feet and to 
think like Him always (Jn.13:4-
14;Php.2:5)!

Time, also, for ‘reverse-
ageing’ in the spiritual realm. 
Consider this Scripture, looking 
at it very closely, “And Jesus 
called a little child unto Him, 

and set him in the 
midst of them, and 
said, ‘Verily I say 
unto you, except 
ye be converted, 
and become as little 
children, ye shall 

not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. Whosoever, therefore, 
shall humble himself as this 
little child, the same is greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven’ ” 
(Matt.18:1-4).

In an individual’s life, after 
conversion (being made anew 
in Christ–Jn.3:3; 2Cor.5:17) starts  
the process of becoming more 
and more child-like as the in-
dwelling Holy Spirit starts chip-
ping away at the rough edges 
of his pride, self-reliance and 
manipulative tendencies, mak-
ing him flesh-out in increasing 
measure the Scripture portion, 
“Not by your strength or by 

 
 

Wise is the one who views 
matters of ‘physical and 

spiritual’ like our heavenly 
Father does and prioritises 

suitably.



Light of Life 57 JuLy 2016

your might but by My Spirit” 
(Zech.4:6). This is because, on the 
day of reckoning when we are 
presented to Him (Eph.4:30), we 
would come across as one with 
a total child-like heart (the one 
of Adam before the Fall which 
was all about having child-like 
trust on the Father, exuding ab-
solute humility in the process). 
Mind you, my observations on be-
coming more and more child-like 
need to be tempered with 1 Corin-
thians 14:20...the lord wants us to 
become more and more simple by 
the day!

Are we on the mark in the 
matter of spiritual reverse-aging 
process or far off the mark in the 
Master’s eyes? Time to introspect 
and submit to the leading of the 
Spirit (Gal.5:16).

While on the subject of moving 
from ‘big to small’, permit me to 
state that even though it is as 
difficult for the high and lofty 
rich ones to enter heaven as it 
is for the camel to enter the eye 
of the needle, invariably it is in 
the rich we observe detestable 
pride, cocky self-reliance and a 
crafty manipulative disposition; 
it is certainly not impossible 
with God (Matt.19:26) to effect 
the necessary salutary changes 
in them. In the hands of the 
Master Sculptor – the patient and 
persevering Holy Spirit – in due 
course of time they (rich ones 

after being born again) would be 
‘cut down to size’ for their own 
good so as to pass through the 
eye of the needle with ease. Oh 
to view ‘growing’ and ‘pruning’ 
process as the heavenly Father 
views it! 

Lay Up 
“One gives freely, yet grows 

all the richer; another withholds 
what he should give, and only 
suffers want” (Pro.11:24).

How is this possible? One 
steeped in human rationale may 
believe, in the worldly realm, 
that more you save, greater 
your savings, fatter your bank 
balance, and so on. Let me 
herald the fact once again that 
impossible is possible only with 
God (Matt.19:26). Now hear my 
testimony. When I was about to 
quit a lucrative job to take up full 
time spiritual ministry in answer 
to the Master’s call eleven years 
ago, several questions popped 
up in my mind with regard to 
my future charity. Well, I was 
supporting some Christian 
ministries financially, when I 
was holding a job. Would or 
could I continue doing the same 
being a full-timer was a question 
which creased my forehead 
before I took that ‘leap of faith’. 
By His grace and empowerment 
alone my financial support to 
Christian ministries increased 
much more after coming to 
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full time ministry. Why? Did 
I solicit funds and get them? 
Never! The Lord provides 
faithfully by stirring up the 
hearts of men (Exo.35:21) – the 
cornerstone verse of George 
Mueller’s orphanage ministry. It 
is indeed true that a Christian’s 
bank balance at the end of the 
day may not be overflowing, 
but his spirit will become richer 
with time, even as his ‘heavenly 
bank account’ will be swelling 
with the laying 
up of treasures 
in the place that 
matters most 
(Matt .6 :19-20) . 
What happened 
to the manna the 
Israelites wanted 
to hoard? Much 
to their chagrin, 
it got infected 
with maggots 
(Exo.16:20)! But 
the same manna 
‘laid-up’ in a bowl inside the 
Ark of the Covenant (in the 
presence of the Lord), with 
no addition of preservatives, 
remembering once again what 
the Saviour said, “Lay not up 
for yourselves treasures upon 
earth, where moth and rust 
doth corrupt, and where thieves 
break through and steal: but lay 
up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust doth corrupt, and where 

thieves do not break through 
nor steal” (Matt.6:19-20). Oh to 
look at heavenly investment as 
the heavenly Father does!

In ministry, the golden rule is, 
“If you run after Jesus, all the 
needed resources come chasing 
you.” But, tragically, if one 
runs after  money, he  would 
eventually find himself stranded 
high and dry (1Tim.6:9). 
Shipwrecked…ah that’s the 

word!
When it comes 

to charity, we 
can be either like 
clean waters of 
a flowing river 
or like that of a 
dirty, stagnant 
pond becoming a 
perfect haven for 
mosquito breed-
ing. Repulsive 
as it is the sight 
of a dirty pond, 

our lives would appear as such 
in the eyes of one with a 20-20 
vision, if we resort to hoarding 
greedily in the earthly vaults 
instead of storing them in the 
heavenly ones. By the way, are 
not flowing clean waters re-
vered to the point of worship in 
our country? In this connection, 
we need to tell our countrymen 
lovingly that the Creator alone 
needs to be worshipped and not 
His creation.
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instead of storing them in the 

heavenly ones.
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Lay Down
“For whoever would save his 

life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for My sake will 
find it” (Matt.16:25).

And when it finally comes 
to the crunch, after our time 
is up and done on Earth! Take 
my word, by then we would 
have completed all the divinely 
ordained purposes in our life 
(Jn.21:15-19). With martyrdom 
and all its attendant implications 
of physical agony looming 
large before us, what ought to 
be our response? Thankfully, 
we should accept martyrdom 
(Rom.14:8) laying down our 
physical lives for His glory, 
fully believing that our ‘sunset’ 
(end) in one place is actually a 
‘sunrise’ (a glorious beginning) 
in the other. Incidentally, if 
our martyrdom inspires some 
brethren, strengthening their 
faith, then so be it. By the way, 
how can a Christian discern his 
time is up and it is time to cede to 
his killers without any struggle? 

The indwelling Holy Spirit is the 
teacher in all matters, including 
this dicey issue (2Pet.1:14). 

Finally, for those who are 
willing to lay down their life at 
the altar, the reward by way of 
a crown promised is not one 
of incorruptibility (1Cor.9:25) 
or rejoicing (1Thess.2:19) or 
glory (1Pet.5:4) or righteousness 
(2Tim.4:8),  but, paradoxically, 
the one of life (Rev 2:10). 
Hallelujah! No wonder that great 
martyr Jim Elliot observed, “He 
is no fool, who gives up what he 
cannot keep, to gain what he cannot 
lose.”

Oh even to see ‘premature 
death’ (in the sight of myopic 
world) wrought by martyrdom 
as the heavenly Father sees it! 
A matter of great joy for the 
martyr, when viewed from the 
eternal perspective (Php.2:17)! 

Suresh Manoharan  
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Fellowship Church,  

Hyderabad.
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OccUPY TILL I cOME
Daniel Sathiaraj

We are to use the gifts or talents God has given us for the 
kingdom of God.

The title of this article is 
taken from Luke 19:13 
(KJV). According to 

dictionary.com, occupy means to 
take or fill up (space, time, etc.). 
Jesus Christ is coming back soon. 
Till then, we are to fill up the 
time by doing God’s work using 
the talents He has given us.We 
are to be busy working for the 
Lord, rather than wasting time 
entertaining and pampering 
ourselves.

Jesus says, “And behold, I am 
coming quickly, and My reward 
is with Me, to give to every 
one according to his work.I 
am the Alpha and the Omega, 
the Beginning and the End, the 
First and the Last” (Rev.22:12,13 
NKJV).

“Having, then, gifts differing 
according to the grace that is 
given to us, let us use them.”As 
each one has received a gift, 
minister it to one another, as 
good stewards of the manifold 
grace of God (1Pet.4:10).

Let us use profitably the time 
remaining till Jesus comes.God 
has opened up several avenues-
for us to minister to others dur-

ing this period of His grace. 
Some of them are as follows.

International Day For The 
Unreached

Pentecost – May 15 – was the 
International Day for the Un-
reached. The Alliance for the Un-
reached has called on churches, 
radio stations, Christian media 
and individual believers to pray 
and take action to reach people 
who are yet to hear the gospel.

“With more than 2 billion 
people who haven’t had a chance 
to meet Jesus, it’s time to take a 
radical stand and say, ‘This has 
to end in our generation’” (Rick 
Warren).

Missions such as Missio 
Nexus, Bibles for the World, 
Reach Beyond, OM and Seed 
Company have joined together 
and are taking a bold stand in 
calling all believers to reach the 
unreached with the good news 
of Jesus until every person in our 
generationhas the opportunity 
to hear and respond to it.

Sow The Seed
Share the word of God.You 

may use tracts, magazines, 
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etc. The Gideons place Bibles 
and New Testaments in 
hotels, hospitals, convalescent 
homes, police stations, prisons, 
schools, colleges and military 
establishments. And people 
who read God’s word come to 
faith in Christ.

You may hear  Preeti  
Krishnan’s testimony in YouTube 
or read about her encounter 
with God in conversionsinindia.
wordpress.com and see how 
Gideons New Testament helped 
her to come to Jesus.

“As the rain and the snow 
come down from heaven, and  
do not return to it without 
watering the earth and making it 
bud and flourish, so that it yields 
seed for the sower and bread 
for the eater, so is my word that 
goes out from my mouth:It will 
not return to me empty, but will 
accomplish what I desireand 
achieve the purpose for which I 
sent it”(Isa.55:11).

Share Christ
We may share with our 

neighbours and friends what 
Jesus has done in our lives.
Nallaraj Edward shares Christ 
in school assemblies while 
teaching students choruses and 
moral stories. One day, while he 
was returning from St. Hannah’s 
High School, a man named 

Karam J. Singh stopped his car 
and asked Nallaraj whether 
he remembered him. Karam 
had studied in St. Hannah’s 
High School from LKG to 10th 
standard.

“What do you do now?” 
asked Nallaraj.  “I have finished 
graduation and I am planning 
to do my MBA in London. Sir, 
I still remember the choruses 
and moral stories you taught 
in school,” said Karam. When 
Nallaraj asked Karam if he was 
a Christian, he narrated his 
experience. “My sister had to 
be admitted in the ICU with a 
life-threatening skin disease. 
Thedoctors said she would die 
within a week.I could not see 
her suffering. When I asked a 
Christian teacher to pray for 
her,she said to me, “Why don’t 
you pray?”

Karam then locked the room 
and prayed to the Lord Jesus.
While he was praying, Christ 
appeared to his sister in the ICU. 
He touched and healed her.
From that moment Karam put 
his trust in the Lord Jesus, and 
later his twin-brother Param 
also received Jesus into his life.
Praise the Lord! 

Missions And Churches
Missionary magazines such 

as ‘Outreach’ of the Indian 
Evangelical Mission, ‘Friends-
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Focus’ of the Friends Mission-
ary Prayer Band, the Indian 
Missionary Society, etc., publish 
‘prayer calendars’giving brief 
information about their mission 
programmes all over India, their 
Bible translation and medical 
service, and the challenges they 
encounter daily. You could read 
these magazines and intercede 
for the missionaries and for the 
people they minister to. You 
and your church could support 
the missions through financial 
contributions.

Pray
Jesus said, “Be careful, or your 

hearts will be weighed down 

with carousing, drunkenness 
and the anxieties of life, and that 
day will close in on you suddenly 
like a trap. For it will come on all 
those who live on the face of the 
whole earth. Be always on the 
watch, and pray that you may 
be able to escape all that is about 
to happen, and that you may be 
able to stand before the Son of 
Man” (Lk.21:34-36).

Daniel Sathiaraj served in 
Banaras Hindu University 

and India Missions 
Association, Chennai and 

Hyderabad. He and his wife, 
Pansy, live in Hyderabad.
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True religion is not a matter of bigger buildings,  
but about caring for the less able.

NOtES ALONG tHE JOURNEY

THE TALLEsT bUILDING ON EARTH
Oby Cherian

As Jesus was leaving 
the temple, one of His 
disciples said to Him, 

“Look, Teacher! What massive 
stones! What magnificent 
buildings!”

“Do you see all these great 
buildings?” replied Jesus. “Not 
one stone here will be left 
on another; everyone will be 
thrown down” (Mk.13:1,2).

Ibrahimov is probably the 
richest man in Azerbaijan, a new 
country which was once part 
of the Soviet Union. Its recent 
jump in oil exports has made it 
rich beyond its wildest dreams. 
And now Ibrahimov wants to 
make this dream a concrete 
reality. “I want to construct the 
tallest building in the world,” he 
says. His project, called Khazar 
Islands, will have among many 
other buildings ‘the Azerbaijan 
tower’ which will rise up 3445 
feet from the shores of the 
Caspian Sea.

Was he the first to want 
to build? 4500 years ago the 

pharaohs also had the desire 
to build something that will 
last forever. And so we have 
the pyramids; the only one 
of the seven wonders of the 
ancient world to have survived 
to the present time. But do we 
remember who built them. Not 
really, unless, of course, you are 
a history buff.

Now why am I saying all 
this? Unfortunately, I have also 
noticed among Christians this 
same tendency. More than a 
decade ago I visited a church 
being built on enormous 
proportions. Each of its round 
pillars would have needed three 
men with finger tips touching 
to encircle it with outstretched 
arms. It would not be an 
exaggeration to say that I had 
never seen even an auditorium 
as big as this. And to top it all, 
I heard that they had to borrow 
money to build it.

Whatever we are building, 
whether it’s a house or a church, 
let us ask ourselves some 
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questions. Are we using the 
money that the Lord has given us 
wisely? Is a new edifice needed? 
Can the construction be more 
simply done and the savings 
used in building the kingdom 
of God? And the kingdom of 
God is essentially in the hearts 
of men.

“Behold, the 
kingdom of God 
is within you” 
(Lk.17:21). True re-
ligion is not a mat-
ter of bigger build-
ings, but about 
caring for the less 
able.

The religion that 
God our Father 
accepts is this: to look after 
orphans and widows in their 
distress (Jas.1:27).

When all the foundation stones 
and plaques are gone, what will 
we have left?

Build the lives of people, and 
then you will be building for 

eternity and not just for time. 
Raise a fallen brother, lift him 
up. Monuments can never 
speak; their walls can never 
proclaim the praises of our Lord 
and King.

The first century church had 
no buildings, money, elections 

and accounts to 
weigh them down; 
and so they could 
go ahead with the 
essential task of 
winning a world 
for Christ.

“Clearly, you are 
an epistle of Christ 
showing the result 
of our ministry 
among you. This 

‘letter’ is written not with pen 
and ink; it is carved not on 
tablets of stone, but on human 
hearts” (2Cor.3:3).

 
 

Build the lives of people, 
and then you will be 

building for eternity and 
not just for time. Raise a 

fallen brother, lift him up. 
Monuments can never 

speak; their walls can never 
proclaim the praises of our 

lord and King.

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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WORD AND tHE WORLD

THE KUND AND THE cROss
Cyril Georgeson

The Kumbh Mela is the 
largest gathering on 
earth. It is estimated 

that around 10 million people 
gathered in the city of Allahabad 
in northern India within a period 
of 55 days starting January 
14, 2013. Some even quote a 
seemingly exaggerated figure 
of 120 million pilgrims. Yes, 
pilgrims! Well, it is a religious 
gathering! The Kumbh Mela 
(etymologically: ‘pitcher fair’) 
takes place every four years in 
Prayag (Allahabad), Haridwar, 
Ujjain and Nasik by rotation. 
The Prayag festival in 2013 was 
very auspicious and was called 
the Maha (meaning ‘super’) 
Kumbh Mela, and that happens 
only once every 144 years.

The media reports that even 
people from distant locations 
like Australia helped to publicise 
and support this event. Andrew 
Turner from Australia, along 
with his wife and children, was 
in Allahabad and built an 18 

Through the ages, humans have tried to rid themselves  
of the just wages of sin, which is separation from God.

by 6 feet boat to ferry devotees 
from one side of the river to 
the other – free of charge. “I am 
living a dream at the moment,” 
he said. “When I heard that this 
Kumbh was happening after 144 
years, I thought I would never 
get a second chance. I joined 
the locals, landed in Prayag and 
walked several kilometres with 
the devotees. Their zealous faith 
snapped my ties with logic and 
reason. It was mesmerizing.”

Hindu tradition says that 
there was war between the gods 
and the demons over divine 
nectar, and four drops of nectar 
fell from the pitcher. These 
fell on four different locations 
which overlap the cities where 
the Kumbh is held. One of those 
drops fell at Haridwar, where 
the river Ganga flows, while 
another fell at the sangam. The 
sangam is the confluence of three 
rivers – the Ganga, the Yamuna 
and the mythological river 
Saraswati in Prayag. The other 
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two drops fell at Kshipra in 
Ujjain and Godawari in Nasik. A 
dip in these rivers on auspicious 
dates during the Kumbh would 
rid them of their sins.

Sin Is Good Business
It is also estimated that this 

Kumbh costs more than 1200 
crore, but also generates approx-
imately 10 times that amount as 
calculated by India’s Associated 
Chambers of Commerce and In-
dustry.

The Gautameshwar Mahadev 
Paapmochan Teertha is a Shiva 
temple in Pratapgarh district 
of Rajasthan. The priests of this 
ancient temple have a centuries 
old practice that grants absolu-
tion from sins to those who take 
a dip in the temple tank (kund). 
Times have changed, and now 
the temple additionally offers a 
paapmukti certificate to anyone 
who takes a dip in its kund and 
pays Rs.11. The break-up is as fol-
lows: Re.1 for the certificate and 
Rs.10 for dosh-nivaaran (removal 
of sins/obstacles). Most of the 
devotees here are tribals. This 
temple is called the ‘Haridwar 
of the tribals’, where they visit 
in large numbers in the month 
of May. “People ostracised in 
their villages come here to take 
a dip and go back with paap-
mukti certificates,” temple priest 
Nandkishore Sharma told The 
Times of India. The clientele re-

portedly includes farmers who 
inadvertently kill birds, insects 
and animals.

More recently, on May 25, 2016, 
the Economic Times reported 
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister 
N. Chandrababu Naidu saying 
that the income of temples in 
the state has grown by 27%. He 
attributed it to ‘growing sin’. 
“People are committing sins and 
to get rid of them they are going 
to temples and offering money,” 
the Chief Minister remarked 
during his inaugural address at a 
conference of district Collectors. 

Real Absolution
The reality of sin is clearly 

expressed in the Bible. The 
universality of the sin has also 
been declared in Romans as “all 
have sinned and fallen short of 
the glory of God.” Anyone who 
reads the newspaper and also 
honestly reflects on life would 
not be able to deny the reality 
and universality of sin. Through 
the ages humans have tried to 
rid themselves of the just wages 
of sin, which is separation 
from God and death. Religious 
rituals, including animal and, 
in some cases, human or child 
sacrifices have tried to assuage 
and comfort the sinner’s heart, 
but has been found wanting. 

Robert Lowry wrestles with 
this question in the lyrics of 
this hymn and arrives at the 
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only satisfactory and complete 
answer.
What can wash away my sin? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
What can make me whole again? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
Oh, precious is the flow 
That makes me white as snow; 
No other fount I know, 
Nothing but the 
blood of Jesus.

Grace, made 
available through 
the death and 
resurrection of 
Jesus from the 
dead, is the only 
fount which offers 
release from the 
burden of sin and restores our 
relationship with God. And, we 
do not need to snap our ties to 
logic and reason, but rather an 
honest and rational examination 
of evidence would actually 
strengthen our faith. We would 
be led to the empty grave of 
Jesus – the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world. 
Death no longer has a hold on 
Him. “O death, where is your 

sting? O grave, where is your 
victory?”

The resurrection of Jesus from 
the dead frees us not only from 
the sting of death, but also from 
bondage to sin and ritualism. We 
do not need to buy a certificate if 
we have accepted Christ’s pro-
visions for our sin. On the cross 
He has cancelled our certificate 

of debt. We have 
the inward assur-
ance of the Holy 
Spirit. This can-
not be purchased 
at any price and is 
fully free. But, the 
highest price has 
been paid – the 

death of the Son of God. Thus, 
we can confess Jesus as Lord 
anytime, anywhere, and we are 
saved! Makes one gasp in won-
der at the overarching simplic-
ity and compelling elegance of 
the good news!

 
 

Grace, made available 
through the death and 

resurrection of Jesus from 
the dead, is the only fount 
which offers release from 

the burden of sin and 
restores our relationship 

with God. 

Cyril Georgeson  
serves with InterServe and 

resides in Mumbai.
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Great leaders do not allow people, even their own, to be 
freeloaders, but encourage them to work for it.

LEADERSHIP LESSONS FROM  
tHE BOOK OF JOSHUA

HARD wORK, NOT FOR bENEFITs

Vijay Thangiah

The children of Joseph 
spoke to Joshua, who 
was from their own 

tribe, that they needed more 
land than they had been given. 
In fact, they complained and 
said in verse 14, “Why have you 
given us only one allotment and 
one portion for an inheritance?”

There is a great danger today 
for leaders to make decisions 
that would benefit their own 
families at the cost of others.

But Joshua dealt very wisely 
and fearlessly with the complaint 
of Ephraim, though it was his 
own tribe.

Joshua’s reply was not what 
they wanted to hear.

1. Don’t Be Afraid of Hard 
Work

 All the tribes have been 
growing through the birth of 
children. So, this claim about 
not having enough space 
was not legitimate. The map 
makes clear that there was 
plenty of space.

 Joshua refuses to humour 
these people. He’s not fooled 
by this smoke screen about 
numbers. Neither does he 
give in to them because they 
are his relatives.

 In verses 17-18 we read that 
Joshua tells his tribesmen 
that if they are such special 
people, now is a great oppor-
tunity to prove it. He encour-
ages them to do what Caleb 
did, to go up and claim the 
mountains, defeat the giants. 
And then he says that the 
need they sense for expand-
ed territory will be met. They 
won’t have to go outside 
their allotment if they claim 
the territory they already 
have. It will involve disci-
pline on their part, in terms 
of preparation and persever-
ing through the struggle. But 
in these verses are the strong 
indicative statements, “You 
will triumph, you will clear 
the land, you will claim it 
all the way to the borders 
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of your allotment.” There is 
great emphasis on the out-
come that has been deter-
mined – God will do this.

 Great leaders do not give in 
to pressures from relatives for 
benefits, but encourage them 
to receive the blessings that 
God has already prepared 
through their hard work.

 “Observe people who are 
good at their work – skilled 
workers are always in de-
mand and admired; they 
don’t take a backseat to any-
one” (Prov.22:29 MSG)

2. Don’t Be Afraid Of The  
Giants

 They were afraid of the Ca-
naanites. Perizzites are men-
tioned, as are the Rephaim, 
the giants. They are occupy-
ing the land these tribes re-
ally want in their territory. 
The Jezreel Valley is a huge, 
beautiful, fertile plain, and 
the area of Bethshean is at 
the north end of that valley. 
But there are giants there, 
and these tribes are afraid to 
drive them out. They don’t 
want to work, and they don’t 
want to fight.

 Joshua challenges them in-
stead of complaining to ask, 
“Lord, how can I maximise 
the place where You have 
put me?” He also assures 
them in verse 18, “The pow-

erful Canaanites, even with 
their iron chariots, won’t 
stand a chance against you.”

 What they had wished him to 
do was to take away a portion 
from some other tribe and 
give it as an extra allotment to 
them, so that it would be theirs 
without labour or trouble. 
What Joshua did was to spur 
them to courageous and self-
denying exertion, in order that 
their object might be gained 
through the instrumentality 
of their own labour. 

 The story is told of a dying 
father who informed his 
sons that there was a valu-
able treasure in a certain 
field, and counselled them 
to set to work to find it. With 
great care they turned up 
every morsel of the soil; but 
no treasure appeared, till, 
observing in autumn what 
a rich crop covered the field, 
they came to understand that 
the fruit of persevering la-
bour was the treasure which 
their father meant. 

 Great leaders do not allow 
people, even their own, to be 
freeloaders, but encourage 
them to work for it.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.
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After two days of just lying 
there in pain, some workers 
found her and put her on a 
makeshift cot and loaded her 
into their jeep and drove 150 
miles over deep rutted roads 
to find a doctor who could 
set the broken bones. But the 
very bumpy ride damaged 
her bones so badly that her 
hip never completely healed. 
He says, “I visited my mother 
in her mud-covered hut 
several weeks after all of this 
happened. I watched as she 
took two bamboo crutches 
that she had made herself, 
and moved from one place 
to another with her feet just 
dragging behind because 
she had lost all feeling in 
them.” He says, “At age 75, 
with a broken hip, unable 
to stand on her own two 
legs, I thought that I made a 
pretty intelligent suggestion. 
I suggested that she retire.” 
He says, “She turned around 
and looked at me and said, 
‘What value is that? If we try 
to preserve this body just a 
few more years and it is not 
being used for God, of what 
value is that?’ So she kept on 
working. She kept on riding 
her donkey to villages until 
she was 93 years old... And 
she continued to tell people 
about Jesus Christ until she 
died at age 95.”

5. Caleb experienced what God 
had promised!

 He climbed the mountains 
and he defeated the giants 
– he claimed his possession. 
The name of the place Caleb 
inherited used to be called 
Kirjatharba (city of the four 
giants). Now it was named 
Hebron (seat of association 
or fellowship). Caleb refused 
to quit until he had obtained 
everything the Lord had for 
him! He refused to stop until 
he had obtained that place of 
fellowship with God.

 Where are you in your 
personal walk with the 
Lord? Have you entered into 
your victory, or are you still 
wandering around in the 
wilderness struggling day 
to day? God has a place of 
peace and power for you, but 
you must be willing to claim 
your possession. It isn’t for 
the faint-hearted, but it is for 
the faith-hearted. 

 Half-hearted Christians are 
faint-hearted Christians, and 
they never learn to conquer 
the giants in their lives.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.
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cROsswORD NO.28
 deuteronomy ch.18-34 New International Version (IBS) 

J. Fredric Dawson
Answers received after 5th August 2016 will not be considered.

Send in your answers with Bible references by E-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, reach Light of 
Life, Post Box 4576, 21-YMCA Road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400008, not later than August 5, 2016. 
Please indicate your name, address and Light of Life Subscription Number while sending the answers. 

Clues Across
1. The name of this book.
5. The share due to the priests from the 

people who ………. a bull or a sheep 
are the shoulders, the jowls and the inner 
parts  (ch.                  v.      )

7. “And they shall declare, ‘Our hands did 
not shed this blood, nor did our ….. see it 
done.’ ”  (ch.      v.      )

8. “………… is the man who carves an 
image or casts an idol.” (ch.      v.          )

10. “Let him go home or ….. may die in battle 
and someone else may dedicate it.”  
(ch.     v.      )

12. It will be like the destruction of ……… 
and Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboiim.  
(ch.   v.    )

14. “But to this day the Lord has not given 
you a mind that understands or eyes that 
see or …… that hear.” (ch.     v.      )

15. do not plough with an … and a donkey 
yoked together. (ch.      v.       )

17. “At the end of every 7 years, in the year 
for cancelling debts during the feast of 

1 2 3 4

5 6

7 8 9

10

11 12 13

14 15 16

17

……………. when all Israel comes to 
appear before the Lord your God at the 
place he will choose, you shall  read 
this law before them in their hearing.”  
(ch.     vv.     &        )

Clues Down 
1. “They are a nation without sense, there is 

no …………… in them.” ( ch.     v.      )
2. “These are the …….. of the covenant 

the Lord  commanded Moses to make 
with the Israelites, in addition to the 
covenant He made with them at Horeb.”  
(ch. v.      )

3. Israelites are forbidden to interpret 
……….. (ch.        v.       )

4. The Lord will bless Joseph with the best 
the sun brings forth and the finest the 
moon can ……… (ch.      v.     )

6. If a man does not want to marry his 
brother’s widow, she should go up to 
him in the presence of the elders, take 
off one of his sandals, spit in his …….. .  
(ch.       v.       ) 

9. Israelites should make sure that there is 



Light of Life 73 JuLy 2016

no……. among them that produces such 
bitter poison. (ch.     v.     )

10. Aaron died on mount ……. (ch.   v.       )
11. “This is what you asked of the Lord 

your God at ……. on the day of the 
assembly, ‘Let us not hear the voice 
of the Lord our God nor see this 
great fire any more, or we will die.’”   
(ch.       v.        )

13. No prophet has risen in Israel like ….. 

whom the Lord knew face to face.  
(ch.       v.     )

15. “He did not recognise his brothers 
or acknowledge his ……. children.”  
(ch.        v.        )

16. “You will have olive trees throughout 
your country, but you will not use the 
…… because the olives will drop off.”  
(ch.       v.      )

Answers to Crossword No. 26 (Numbers 18-end)
Clues across: Clues down:

1. responsible (18:5)       1. requirement (27:11)
6. end (25:11) 2.Sheth (24:17)
7. hears (30:7 & 30:11) 3. order (36:5) 
9. inheritance (35:2) 4. Iye (21:11 & 33:44)
12. eat (28:17) 5. eastern (34:10)
13. Zin (20:1, 27:14, 33:36) 8. Ain (34:11)
14. run (34:7) 10. Er (26:19)
15. Etham (33:6) 11. tin (31:22)
16. Jacob (23:7) 13. Zimri (25:14)
18. territory (20:16) 14. rocky (23:9)

17. bad (22:18;24:13)

M. Edwin, Coimbatore, TN.
A. Sunderraj, Ambernath, Mah.
d. Alexander, Mumbai, Mah.
Ivor Valentine, Mumbai, Mah.
divakar Anandappa, Sholapur, Mah.
Elcy Johnas, Thane, Mah.
damara Samadanam, Hyderabad, Telan.
Jayakumar U., Secunderabad, Telan.
Viola Kumar, Secunderabad, Telan.
Keren S. Peters, Pune, Mah.
Anjali Sahu, Cuttack, Odisha.
Stella Nadugaddi, Gadag-Betgeri, Kar.
S. V. Rani, Bangalore, Kar.

Margaret John, Mira Road, Mah.
daniel S. Sorna, Mumbai, Mah.
G. Susan Abraham, Hyderabad, Telan.
Percy Charles, Mumbai, Mah.
Biswa R. Mohanty, Jamshedpur, Jharkh.
Esther Manohar, Khammam, Telan.
I.devanayagam, Tirunelveli, TN.
Greeta Gnanaseelan, Mira Road (E), Mah.
Suresh Kumar Silas, Yadgiri, Kar.
Regina L. Victor, Ponda, Goa.
dolly Sinha Roy, Vadodara, Guj.
Shaila Hanchinmani, dharwad, Kar.
Licy Oommachan, Bhopal, M.P.

ALL CORRECt

ONE ERROR
Jalaja Sulochana, Hyderabad, Telan. (Clues Across-6 blossomed 17:8)
d. Hillel Johnson, Vellore, TN. (Clues down-3 two 9:22)
Christy Inbaraj, Roorkee, Uttarakhand. (Clues Across-1 restitution 5:27)
Mohan C. Kamalam, Nagercoil, TN. (Clues down-5 native-born 15:29)
Linda Rose Khongwir, Meghalaya, Shillong. (Clues down-5 native-born 15:29)
daisy T. Michael, Coimbatore, TN. (Clues down-13 fall 1:53)
Elizabeth J. Varghese, Mumbai, Mah. (Clues down-5 native-born 15:29)
Vathsala J. Kotian, Mumbai, Mah. (Clues Across-8 blossomed 17:8)
Krishnabai Charles, Tiruchirapalli, TN. (Clues Across-10 Israel 1:3)
M.Ratna Prabhu, Ahmedabad, Guj. (Clues Across-10 Israel 1:3)
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Training ‘To Save Hindus’
(TOI, Ayodhya): Right-wing 

outfit Bajrang Dal has started 
training its cadre in Uttar Pradesh 
in using rifles, swords and lathis so 
that they can “protect Hindus from 
non-brothers.” After a recent camp 
in Ayodhya, similar camps would 
be held in Sultanpur, Gorakhpur, 
Pilibhit, Noida and Fatehpur.

Founded in 1984, Bajrang Dal 
is the youth wing of Vishwa 
Hindu Parishad, and has faced 
allegations of rioting and violence 
against religious minorities. Its UP 
secretary Ambrish Singh said, “The 
idea is to build self-confidence and 
prepare people to protect Hindu 
religion from ‘non-brothers’. Those 
who don’t chant Bharat Mata Ki Jai 
or Vande Mataram cannot be our 
brothers. Nor can those involved in 
cow-slaughter.”

Christianity In India
(Internet): Christianity in India 

is growing at a rapid rate among 
middle and high-caste Indians and 
young people, according to Unfin-
ished magazine, which examines so-
cial, economic and cultural trends 
in the ‘new India’.

The current “remarkable recep-
tivity to Christ” across the entire 
spectrum of Indian society, which 
had been traditionally among only 
lower castes and marginalised  

communities, is one of five domi-
nant themes identified by Indian 
anthropologist Prabhu Singh that 
define today’s India and its mis-
sional challenges. In his article ‘Wel-
come to the New India’ in the latest 
issue of Unfinished he also explores 
new eras of ‘glocal’ (global and lo-
cal) complex connectivity, height-
ened cultural sensitivity, alarming 
religious animosity and widening 
economic disparity.

Dick McClain, president and CEO 
of the Mission Society, publisher 
of Unfinished, says, “Yet with 456 
languages and more than 2611 
distinct people groups, India still 
has more people groups unreached 
with the gospel than any other 
nation.”

Dalit Christians
(Internet, Chennai): DMK Presi-

dent M. Karunanidhi requested 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to 
include Dalit Christians and fish-
ermen community in Scheduled 
Tribes list. Thanking Modi for the 
Cabinet’s decision to include Na-
rikuravars in the list of Scheduled 
Tribes, he said it was a demand 
made by DMK for a very long time 
and expressed satisfaction that it 
had been fulfilled. On his demand 
for including Dalit Christians in the 
SC/ST category, Karunanidhi said, 
“When SC/STs convert themselves 
to Christianity, they are deprived 
of all the privileges and concessions 
hitherto enjoyed by them. 

“DMK has been demanding that 
the SC/STs after conversion to 
Christianity should be treated as 
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SC/STs and allowed all concessions 
and privileges,” he said, adding 
there were precedents such as 
recognition of Sikh Christians and 
Buddhist Christians.

China Removes Bible Extract 
From Textbooks

(H.T., Beijing): An extract from 
the Bible included in secondary 
school textbooks in Beijing has been 
removed following sharp criticism 
that it was propagating ‘western’ 
values. The Beijing Academy of 
Educational Science (BAES) had 
included the extract from the Book 
of Genesis in textbooks meant for 
middle-school students.

Criticism against inclusion of the 
extract spiralled recently, though 
the textbooks had been in use since 
2002. The government is yet to 
say why the decision was made a 
decade after the extract was made 
part of the curriculum.

The tabloid Global Times reported 
it had been included “to broaden 
students’ horizons by introducing 
them to Western mythology”.

The Communist Party of China-
ruled country is officially an atheist 
state, but Christianity is increasingly 
attracting more and new followers. 
“Though official government 
figures put the number at around 
23 million Christians in 2010, a Pew 
Research Centre report estimates 
that there were, in fact, close to 68 
million Christians in China – an 
astonishing number considering the 
growth of Christianity has largely 
been by way of faith conversion,” 

a report in the Diplomat said. 
Another report said persecution 
against them too is growing.

Bishops Face Axe
(TOI, Vatican City): Pope Francis 

has scrapped his proposed tribunal 
to prosecute bishops who failed to 
protect their flocks from paedophile 
priests and, instead, established 
new legal procedures to remove 
them, if the Vatican finds they were 
negligent.

Francis answered a long-running 
demand by victims of abuse and 
their advocates to hold bishops 
accountable for failing to protect 
their flocks from paedophiles. 
Victims have long accused bishops 
of covering up for abuse, moving 
rapists from parish to parish rather 
than reporting them to police.

Bishops “must undertake a 
particular diligence in protecting 
those who are the weakest among 
their flock,” Francis wrote in the law, 
called motuproprio.The statute alters 
the original proposal approved 
by Francis last year to establish a 
tribunal inside the Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith to hear 
negligence cases. In the law, Francis 
said a bishop can be removed if his 
actions or omissions cause “gave 
harm,” either physical, moral, 
spiritual or financial, to individuals 
or communities. The bishop 
doesn’t need to be morally guilty: 
it’s enough if he is purely lacking in 
the diligence required of his office. 
When the cases concern abuse, 
it’s enough that the negligence is 
‘serious’, the law says.
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INDEx OF ADvERTISERS

The OppOrTuniTy

A challenging and exciting opportunity exists for a dynamic General Manager to lead our 
manufacturing operations in Bangladesh in support of our ten year strategy. We currently 
employ over 130 people and indirectly impact the lives of 1,000s of local people on a daily 
basis, many of whom face chronic poverty issues.  

the Business

We are a visionary, fast growing and creative manufacturing business located in the North West 
of Bangladesh, a fifty minute flight from the capital city, dhaka. We are committed to fair trade 
and believe in the power of business to positively impact materially poor communities.

the Role

The General Manager will have strong leadership skills and be responsible for all of the day to 
day activities of the business in two rural locations.  They will have a focus on shaping the local 
leadership team of Managers and Executives so that their talent and potential is realised.We 
would offer a fixed term contract for a period of between 2 and 5 years (including an initial 3 to 
6 month probation period) and will pay a good local salary, plus benefits. 

Purpose and Responsibilities

The purpose of this role is to create a strong, robust, competent leadership team of local leaders 
committed to the mission of the company. 

For  further details and an application pack, please email your CV to recruit@oasistransformation.
com along with a covering email briefly explaining why this position is of interest to you.

Closing date for fully completed applications will be : 31 July 2016

A.K. Educational Consultants .......... 50
A.K. International Tourism ............... 18
Authentic Music (O.M. Books) .......IBC
Believers Wedding.com  
(NLF Church) ................................... 35
Charis Bible College ........................ 45
Christian Institute of Management .. 12
CSI Holdsworth Memorial Hospital .... 68
day Star School ............................. IFC
dr. Sam J. Abraham ........................ 34
Freedom Firm .................................. 40
Gift & the demon ............................ 62
Himmalayan Torchbearers ............... 40
Immanuel Biblical Seminary ............ 44

Joyce Meyer Ministries ..................BC
Karuna Sharan ................................. 49
Love Maharashtra (PTS) ................. 26
Matrimonial ..................................... 54
Mission to West Asia  
(Kingdom School) ............................ 46
O. M. Books ................................... IFC
Oasis Transformation Ltd ................ 76
Pillai ................................................ 17
S. Vijaya Bhasker ........................... IBC
Shalom Holy Land .......................... IFC
St. Andrew’s Conference  
& Trng Centre .................................. 16
Shanti Bhavan ................................ IBC 
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Shanti Bhavan Medical Centre (SMC), PO. Biru, district Simdega, Jharkhand, has added another 
milestone-the first open heart surgery in the district.

Prof Col. dr. James Thomas, a renowned Cardio-thoracic surgeon, says, ”Open heart surgery was 
conducted for the first time in Simdega district of Jharkhand at the Shanti Bhavan Medical Centre. SMC 
is a two-year old 100 bedded facility in this most backward district of Jharkhand.

A brand new well equipped Cardiac Operation Theatre and Coronary Care Unit were commissioned 
with latest Heart Lung Machine (Sarns), new OT table, OT Lights, Anesthesia Machines, Ventilators 
(Maquet), diathermy Machine, defibrillators. 

Mr. N. J. Varughese sharing the vision The Civil Surgeon Inaugurates Cardiac Operation Theatre 

The hospital also has CT Scan, Ultrasound scanner, digital X-Ray, Well equipped Lab, Blood Bank, 
departments of Ortho, General Surgery, Medicine, Ob/Gyne, Pediatrics, and anesthesiology. 

   Spacious Waiting Area CT Scan

It was my great privilege and pleasure to help the hospital set the department. With a team from  
d Y Patil University, Navi Mumbai, we conducted the first open heart surgery on a 16-year old girl from 
nearby Gumla district.”

SMC hopes to add a cardiac Cath Lab soon for the much needed service to the cardiac patients. 
Further plans are to expand the hospital to 350 beds. Mr. N.J.Varughese, Founder and Chairman, has the 
vision to expand other super-specialties in the hospital. Come and join hands and be part of the expansion 
of Gods’ Kingdom. We require professionals in Medical, Nursing, Allied Health services positions.

Email: Sbmcbiru@gmail.com/sushilarwin@gmail.com   Phone: 8294034425 
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