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“What kind of a deal

is it to get 
everything you want,

What could you ever trade
but lose yourself?
your soul for?” 

(Matt.16:26).
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LETTERS

YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Creation Of Evil
In the article captioned The Cre-

ation of the Earth and the Origin of 
Satan (LOL Feb.2015), Zac Poonen 
writes, “God does not create any-
thing evil.” This is not true. Isaiah 
45:7 says that God creates evil. John 
1:3 says that all things were made 
by God and that without Him was 
not anything made that was made. 
God made all things in heaven 
and in earth, visible and invisible 
(Col.1:16). 

I would have sent this letter to the 
blessed evangelist (Zac Poonen), 
but I do not know his address. 
Therefore I request you to commu-
nicate this matter to him and also 
to publish this in the next issue of 
LOL.

Dr. M. P. Koshy, Kerala.

Author’s reply
Thank you for asking this 

question.
 The word translated as evil in 

the King James Version in Isaiah 
45:7 is translated as calamity in 
the more accurate New American 
Standard Bible and in the English 
Standard Version, and as physical 
evil in the Amplified Bible. The 
Hebrew word translated as evil in 
Isaiah 45:7 is the word ra, which 
has been translated in other places 
in the KJV as adversity,    affliction,  
displeasure,  distress,  grief,  hurt,  
misery,  ruin,  sorrow,  trouble, etc.  
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So, it does not always mean ‘evil’, 
as we understand the word ‘evil’.

Here are some examples of the 
use of this same word ra in the Old 
Testament: “Many are the afflictions 
(ra) of the righteous” (Psa.34:19). 
“If you walk after other gods, you 
will be ruined (ra)” (Jer.7:6). Also 
see Neh.1:3 (affliction); Neh.2:17 
(distress); Psa.27:5 (trouble); 
Psa.41:1 (trouble); Jer.25:7 (hurt).

These verses refer to the trials that 
the Lord permits in the lives of His 
children, and to the judgments that 
He sends on the ungodly. This is the 
meaning of the word in Isaiah 45:7. 
We can be sure of two things: “God 
is light and in Him there is no 
darkness at all” (1Jn.1:5); and “only 
good and perfect gifts come from this 
Father of lights” (Jas.1:17). Even 
His disciplines and judgments are 
good and perfect gifts.

Evil came into the world only 
when the head of the angels 
rebelled and became “the Evil one” 
(Jn.17:15).

I hope this clarifies your doubt. 
I am delighted to see that you are 
studying God’s word even at the age 
of 92. Would that there were more 
Christians in India who did that!

 God bless you. 
Zac Poonen, Bangalore, Karnataka.

Very Encouraging
I would like to inform you that I 

am receiving your very encouraging 
magazine, Light of Life. Somebody 
in the post-office is very interested 
to have your magazine too. I think 

he is a policeman. I have given him 
your website for information on 
how to order.

George Morandante, Philippines

Felicitation of P. Abraham
The tributes paid to P. Abraham 

for his unstinted services to LOL 
magazine (as reported in the April 
issue) are highly deserving. As 
Rev. Solomon Wasker put it, Mr. 
Abraham’s efforts in developing 
Indian writers have indeed paid 
the dividend. Mr. Abraham 
encouraged many budding writers 
by accepting their articles for 
publication. Further, his staunch 
emphasis on ‘Balanced Christianity’ 
is commendable.

In addition to the inspirational 
editorial and the articles by all the 
spirited writers in the same issue, 
the testimony of young Susan Ann 
Samuel stands out. Dear Susan, I 
too adopted your motto, “Let it be 
your wish for me, my Lord,” years 
ago and the Lord has never failed 
me.

P. S. Samson, Ahmedabad, 
Gujarat.

Excellent Articles
My best compliments to Binoy 

Kumar Muduli and Zac Poonen for 
their articles (LOL May 2015). The 
thoughts of both the authors bear 
the signature of practical applica-
tion of God’s word in the believ-
ers. Being A Joseph At Work by B.K. 
Muduli will definitely encourage 
many believers to strive at becom-
ing ‘that Joseph’ in our present 
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society. The concluding line of Z. 
Poonen’s article Do Not Judge sug-
gests one of the best formulae to 
become the happiest people in the 
world. 

Thank you for publishing such 
wonderful articles. In fact, all the 
articles are excellent. 

Chandan Lal Tewary, Balasore, 
Odisha.

Cain’s Way
Thank you for the good articles in 

the June issue, especially the one by 
Cyril Georgeson.

However, regarding the article 
Cain’s Way, I wish to point out the 
following: A careful reading of 
Genesis 4:3-5 brings out the prob-
lem clearly. It reads, “The Lord re-
spected Abel and his offering, but 
He did not respect Cain and his of-
fering.” So the problem was with 
both Cain and his offering, not only 
with the offering, as is commonly 
understood. The offer-er and the 
offering were both unacceptable to 
the Lord. Further clarification on 
the matter comes from 1John 3:12 
which reads as follows, “...not as 
Cain who was of the wicked one 
and murdered his brother. And 
why did he murder him? Because 
his works were evil and his broth-
er’s righteous.”

So, a ‘better sacrifice’ is a sacrifice 
offered by a righteous offer-er. We 
can say that to God the life of the 
worshipper is equally important as 
the worship itself.

Lily Abraham, Mumbai, 
Maharashtra.

Author’s Reply
I am glad Mrs. Lily Abraham has 

raised a relevant point on this issue. 
My comments are as follows: 

It is true that God also considers 
the nature or character of the one 
who makes the sacrifice. But in 
this case, the narrative in verses 
2-5 centres around the sacrifices 
of Cain and Abel, and not on the 
type of life they had led. Same 
is the narration in Hebrews 11:4 
which highlights the sacrifices. If 
it were otherwise, the narrative 
in Genesis 4:2-5 would have been, 
“Now Abel kept the flocks and 
Cain worked the soil. Cain did evil 
in the eyes of God, but Abel was a 
good man (words in italics added). 
In the course of time, Cain brought 
some of the fruits of the soil as an 
offering to God...but on Cain and 
his offering He did not look with 
favour.” This is why, perhaps, the 
traditional interpretation of this 
text emphasises on the offerings 
and not on the offer-er, as the 
natures of the offer-ers before the 
sacrifices were offered were not 
known.

Cain murdered Abel after they 
both made the sacrifices. Before this 
evil act of murder, Cain also did 
other evils, namely, he was angry 
with God and was full of rage and 
jealousy against his brother. This is 
what 1 John 3:12 refers to.

J.Fredric Dawson, Chennai, 
Tamil Nadu.
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Editorial

Ed
ito

ri
al

The word ‘realpolitik’ 
is defined as “politics 
based on practical rath-

er than moral or ideological con-
siderations” and is pronounced 
as rey-aal-po-li-teek. What we see 
around us in the political world 
is that even parties that are pre-
sumably based on ideologies 
that are different from those of 
other parties, resort to shortcuts 
when it comes to practical man-
agement of affairs. This is shock-
ing, even though we realise that 
these people are handicapped 
because they do not have the 
grace of God with them. But 
when we come to us Christians 
who have become children of 
God and who proclaim our-
selves to be those who know 
Him personally, can there be a 
discrepancy between profession 
and practice, ideology and real 
life?

Of course, all of us who 
examine ourselves honestly 
before God have to acknowledge 

that there is really so much of a 
gulf between what we would 
like to do as God’s will and 
what we practise. The apostle 
Paul has given us his honest 
testimony about how he ended 
up doing things very different 
from what he really wanted 
to do from his heart. We fail 
often, we miss the mark, and 
we even come short of our own 
expectations. But what makes 
the difference between a faithful 
Christian and a compromising 
Christian is this: a faithful 
Christian seeks to please the 
Lord at all times, he is grieved 
when he fails to do so, and he 
attempts to set things right with 
the Lord and others as soon 
as possible; a compromising 
Christian has accepted shortcuts 
and compromises as a way of 
life, and he even defends himself 
by saying that if we are to live 
in this world, we will have 
to make some ‘adjustments’. 
Making these adjustments is 
what realpolitik is all about.

CHRISTIANS AND REALPOLITIK
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There is much compromise 
in the way churches are 
organised and run. ‘Political’  
manipulations to obtain and 
retain positions, selfish agendas 
of leaders, catering to the rich  
and the influential, holding back 
the truth to avoid ‘offending’ 
people (cf.Acts.20:20), watering 
down the truth in order to attract 
more people, accommodating 
popular views of the world 
and giving up biblical values, 
concealing sins among the 
people in order to preserve 
the reputation of the church, 
unrighteous handling of accounts 
and taxes, bribing government 
officials to bend rules, leaders 
who terrorise people with talks 
of their anointing so as to avoid 
questioning, leaders holding 
double standards for themselves 
and the other people, etc., are not 
uncommon at all, sad to say.

If such things happen among 
the leadership of the church 
who are supposed to help God’s 
people to grow in grace and 
become more like the Master 
(Eph.4:11,12), what would be the 
condition of the people them-
selves? Even those who start 
their spiritual life with zeal and 
enthusiasm soon understand 
that ‘adjustments’ have to be 
made in order to cope with re-
ality. This new ‘understanding’ 
affects their moral thinking and 
practical behaviour, and soon 

they join the ranks of ‘worldly  
Christians’, who acknowledge 
their Lord with their lips and 
their ministry, but whose inner 
lives are not very much differ-
ent from the others they call 
unbelievers. Is it not sad, for ex-
ample, that the famous French 
philosopher Voltaire said that 
when it came to money all peo-
ple had the same religion?

Where does this compromise 
come from? Humanly speaking, 
it is easier to compromise than 
to stand for the Lord and His 
principles and values because 
the latter requires extra deter-
mination, effort and endurance. 
We may try to stand against the 
pressure for some time, but de-
cide in the end that we cannot 
bear it any more. Another rea-
son is that we can get some ad-
vantages in our practical life if 
we compromise. We can go up 
faster on the ladder of success, 
obtain quicker solutions to our 
difficulties, escape some ridi-
cule, enjoy the acceptance of the 
people around us, etc. Thirdly, 
Satan convinces us that God is 
loving and gracious and that He 
will actually overlook our ‘hu-
man’ failures. Satan exaggerates 
the meaning of grace in such a 
way that we tend to believe we 
can get away with practically 
anything because grace is, after 
all, an unmerited favour from 
God!
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As a result, instead of  becom-
ing overcomers, we become real 
politicians, trying to get the best 
of both worlds. We will try to 
get maximum pleasure for our-
selves on earth, reach to the high-
est position in our field, get rec-
ognition from the widest circles 
and, at the same time, keep our 
name in the Christian world as 
a believer, actively involved in 
the church. But our hollowness 
becomes evident to spiritually 
minded people, and ultimately 
we become losers. “What kind 
of a deal is it to get everything 
you want, but lose yourself? 
What could you ever trade your 
soul for?” (Matt.16:26 MSG).

However, let us also recognise 
that sometimes it is not easy to 
demarcate clearly between what 
God wants us to do and what 
the world is tempting us to do 
in the real situations of life. Life 
is not always coloured black or 
white, and the grey areas can 
make things difficult to choose. 
If we are honest with ourselves 
we can say that many times it 
is not that we do not want to 
be pleasing to God, but that 
we do not know what exactly 
God wants. It is in the way we 
deal with these grey areas that 
God can see if we want to be 
overcomers or compromisers.

We tend to look at the outward 
circumstances, the opinion 

of people around us, etc., but 
God looks at our heart, and the 
desires and intentions of our 
heart (1Sam.16:7;Heb.4:12). We 
may think that our ‘peculiar’ 
circumstances compel us to act 
in a certain way and that we 
have really no choice. But what is 
important is to check where our 
heart is in the matter, whether 
we want to be overcomers in 
order to be pleasing to the Lord, 
or compromisers who really 
want to please only ourselves.

Sometimes we can unneces-
sarily make things difficult for 
ourselves because we fail to un-
derstand God’s heart in relation 
to our circumstances, but we 
hold on to the letter of His word. 
For example, what would we 
do if we would like to set apart 
the ‘first day of the week’ as the 
day to spend worshipping God 
along with others, and we find 
ourselves in a place where it is 
Friday which is the weekly holi-
day? We can see how this would 
work out if we stick to the letter 
and how it is possible to make 
some external adjustment with-
out compromising in our heart.

We can see now that it is 
essentially in our heart that 
we fall into the category of 
compromisers or we keep 
ourselves in the company of 
the overcomers. It is out of the 
abundance of the heart that all 
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scient and omnipotent, but also
sovereign, doing whatever He
pleases (Ps.115:3). No one can
control Him or tell Him what He
should do. At the same time He
answers our prayers and acts
according to our request! He
tells us to ask whatever we want,
but answers us if we pray ac-
cording to His will
(Jn.14:13;1Jn.5:14,15).

This mystery of prayer has
puzzled people throughout
times. Some argue that we
need not pray anything be-
cause anyway God will do
what He wants, and others in-
sist that God will do whatever
we ask. Many times we don't
get what God wants us to get
because we don't ask, and at
other times God doesn't an-
swer because we ask wrongly
(Jas.4:2,3). Many times God
gives us what we need even
without our asking (Mt.5:45).
God's truth here has many
sides, and it would not be right
to take one sided views by ne-
glecting the other sides.

Leaders And Servants
In the kingdom of God, the

greatest ones are those who
serve all (Lk.22:24-27)! Jesus
said that in the world leaders
would lord it over the others,
but in His kingdom they would
serve the others
(Matt.20:25,26). For leaders to
serve seems to be a contradic-
tion in idea as well as practice.
When we look around we see
many Christian leaders who do

not seem to have understood
this and who go on lording it
over the others in their pursuit
of the top position.

Equal But Different
When it comes to husbands

and wives, there is equality in
God's eyes (Gal.3:28), yet there
are differences in roles, and
wives are to submit to their
husbands who are their heads
(Eph.5:22,23)! Some men find
it difficult to accept the fact of
equality and consider women
as if they were an inferior cre-
ation. Some women fight for
equality and find it difficult to
think of submitting to their
husbands. Yet both are truths
from God's word. Actually if
husbands love their wives as
Christ loves the church it
makes it easier for their wives
to submit to them, and if the
wives submit, it makes it
easier for the husbands to love
them!

Conclusion
There would be many other

similar examples we can take
from the Bible. But what this
shows us is that we should re-
sist the temptation to make too
much of a truth which we like
without looking to see if there
are other truths we need in or-
der to get a balanced view.

Jacob Ninan enjoys writing,
speaking and counselling.

action follows. Perhaps we can 
say that overcomers are bent 
on doing the will of God, and 
they fight against their flesh 
and Satan’s suggestions in 
order to stand without failing 
God. They keep seeking after 
God for wisdom and grace. 
Compromisers, on the contrary, 
are not very serious about 
pleasing the Lord as much as 
they are about getting out of 
difficult situations.

Even if our heart is keen 
to overcome for the Lord, let 
us not forget that there is a 

compromiser in our flesh 
because we are the sons and 
daughters of Adam and Eve. 
At the same time, even if we 
have compromised much in 
the past, it is not too late now 
to repent, and turn to God in 
humility, seeking His grace 
for forgiveness and help in 
future to be overcomers (Heb. 
4:15,16).
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After so many girls and 
women have been at-
tacked, various peo-

ple have been advocating that 
girls need to engage in self-
defence. 

This is good and necessary 
because we cannot expect 
the police to be everywhere 
round the clock. The police 
force would have to provide 
at least three policemen per 
person as personal 
b o d y g u a r d s , 
working in shifts, 
if the police are 
expected to be able 
to prevent crimes 
from happening. 
Barring the times when they 
have warnings about crimes 
yet to happen, the police get 
into action only after crimes 
have taken place. We may have 
the satisfaction of the criminals 
getting caught, but harm has 
already been done. 

Preventing crimes from 
happening would be far better 
than catching criminals after 

DEFENCE TRAINING  
FoR ChIlDREN

Kuruvilla Chandy
Children should be nurtured in such a way that they  

appreciate what is good.

they have done what they 
wanted. That is why self-defence 
is needed.

The usual way in which girls 
and women are trained in 
self-defence is to teach them 
martial arts and that sort 
of thing. In a ‘fallen world’ 
where there are beastly men 
and boys with a violent streak, 
this is needed. 

Since I am no teacher of martial 
arts or boxing or 
wrestling, let me 
teach parents and 
guardians about 
helping children 
and youth build 
up their inner 

defences.
Most parents think that their 

responsibility ends with putting 
food on the table, clothes on 
children’s backs and giving 
them a schooling to make them 
employable in adulthood. Life 
is more than eating, getting 
dressed and going to school or 
work. Children need nurture, 
guidance and protection.

Life is more than eating, 
getting dressed and going 

to school or work. Children 
need nurture, guidance 

and protection.
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Nurture
Food gives nourishment, but 

nurture is more than providing 
necessities. Jesus said, “You 
parents—if your children ask 
for a loaf of bread, do you give 
them a stone instead? Or if they 
ask for a fish, do you give them 
a snake? Of course not!  So if you 
sinful people know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how 
much more will your heavenly 
Father give good gifts to those 
who ask Him” (Matt.7:9-11, 
NLT). Jesus doesn’t simply talk 
of giving nourishing food to 
children. He points out that as 
parents we give “good gifts”. 
Without actually saying so 
verbally, Jesus meant that good 
parents would not give stones 
when children ask for stones!

Good parenting means that 
you do not give everything that 
the child demands. Children 
are easily fascinated by baubles. 
Children and youth feel that 
they must have everything that 
their friends have. Parents buy 
themselves false peace by giving 
in to such demands. In the long 
run, parents will lose their peace 
over such giving in.

A few years back, an underage 
youth drove a luxury car rashly 
and killed some persons on 
the pavement. He drove away 
from the scene and, with the 

help of the servants at home, 
tried to cover up his crime by 
washing off all the blood from 
the bumper and car wheels. 
After he was caught, the mother 
was heard deploring the fact 
that she and her husband had so 
carelessly indulged their son’s 
whims and given him a luxury 
car. She said that if they had not 
given him the car, he wouldn’t 
be behind bars. (I’m pretty sure 
that with all their wealth, they 
would have managed to get the 
case buried and the boy out of 
jail, but the point still remains 
that the boy wouldn’t have been 
in that mess if the parents had 
refused to indulge him.)

The newest toy that everyone 
wants is a smartphone, and 
parents are getting such costly 
phones for very young children. 
With what the children can 
access through the Internet, 
parents may as well give them 
a bottle of poison. That is what 
a smartphone in the hands of 
a child or young boy or girl is 
like. Their minds get poisoned 
through its usage.

Apart from that, the 
smartphone makes it possible 
for children and young people to 
withdraw into a private world, 
where they cannot be reached. 
It’s bad for developing social 
graces in children. It is a gadget 
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that makes them attend to every 
ping they hear it making at 
the very moment it pings. This 
attention demanding quality of 
smartphones pushes children 
into becoming discourteous and 
ill mannered toward people in 
the real world.

Roshini and I didn’t get our 
children things just because 
their friends at school had 
them. Not because we couldn’t 
afford some of the 
things their friends 
were sporting, but 
because we didn’t 
think that our 
children should 
have something 
that would spoil 
their lives. They 
understood that, 
and accepted it, because they 
could see that we weren’t 
indulgent toward ourselves. 
Instead, we introduced them to 
books and nurtured an interest 
in reading.

Children should be nurtured in 
such a way that they appreciate 
what is good.

Guidance
Most parents’ idea of guidance 

is to force their children to choose 
certain subjects so that the kids 
can get well-paying jobs when 
they finish with school and 

college. No doubt, it is important 
that children grow up and 
become employable. But if they 
are to have job-satisfaction, then 
the line of studies (and, later, 
the jobs) they choose should be 
according to their own interests, 
aptitudes and skills.

While their personal 
inclinations can serve in guiding 
them in career choices, children 
and youth need guidance in 

choosing values. 
The essential 
guidance that 
parents are to 
give their children 
is the imparting 
of values. This 
kind of guidance 
nurtures their 
spirituality. Paul 

wrote to parents to bring up 
children “with the discipline 
and instruction that comes from 
the Lord” (Eph.6:4, NLT).

If parents did their spiritual 
work, we would not need 
Sunday schools in churches. 
When Sunday school was started 
in 1780, it was to teach slum 
children reading, writing and 
numbers using the Bible as their 
text book to prevent their descent 
into crime. Robert Raikes, the 
Editor of the Gloucester Journal, 
proposed the idea in an article, 
and the churches rallied to it. 

While their personal 
inclinations can serve in 
guiding them in career 

choices, children and youth 
need guidance in choosing 

values. The essential 
guidance that parents are 

to give their children is the 
imparting of values.
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Sunday school was set up as a 
regular school, not as an arm 
or activity of churches. There 
was just one Sunday school; this 
school was held on Sundays 
because the children worked 
in the mines from Monday to 
Saturday and were not available 
during the week. It was almost a 
hundred years later that schools 
were set up to teach them during 
the week. In time, 
churches began 
to have a Sunday 
school to educate 
the children of the 
church in Bible 
knowledge.

The biblical ideal 
is for spiritual 
education to take 
place within the 
family. It was so in 
the Old Testament 
period. Faith was passed from 
generation to generation. God 
instituted a ritual to pass on 
sacred knowledge from one 
generation to another. The 
youngest of a family would ask 
for the meaning of traditions, 
and the father would give the 
same answer year after year 
(Exo.13:14; Deut.6:20). As for the 
New Testament period, we’ve 
already seen what Paul said 
about it being the responsibility 
of parents to rear children in the 
discipline of the Lord (Eph.6:4).

This is the better way to impart 
spiritual values to children. Not 
through Sunday school. It is 
because families are failing to 
inculcate spirituality in children 
and youth that we need the 
Sunday school. This failure to 
communicate spiritually shows 
that there is a generation gap 
within families; there should be 
no gaps within a family. A gap 

says the family is 
in serious trouble.

There is a des-
perate need for 
parents to increase 
the time spent 
in family activi-
ties and interac-
tions. If families 
are comfortable 
in spending time 
together, gaps 
would disappear, 

and spiritual values as well 
as guiding principles would 
be imbibed naturally, by the 
grace of God. Do your bit and 
let God work in guiding your  
family.

Protection
The first thing we need to do 

to ensure that our children and 
youth are protected is to have 
discipline in the home. It is 
unfortunate that we associate 
the word ‘discipline’ with forms 
of punishment. Recall how Paul 

It is because families 
are failing to inculcate 
spirituality in children 
and youth that we need 
the Sunday school. This 
failure to communicate 

spiritually shows that there 
is a generation gap within 
families; there should be 
no gaps within a family. 

A gap says the family is in 
serious trouble.
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talked of bringing up kids in the 
“discipline of the Lord”. Quite 
obviously, the word cannot 
mean ‘punishment’ in that 
context. Paul wasn’t saying that 
we are to bring up children in 
the “punishment of the Lord.”

Paul was teaching the ‘house 
rules’ that should prevail in a 
Christian home. They are not a 
set of arbitrary rules formulated 
according to the likes and 
dislikes of parents. 
Everyone in a 
Christian home 
should live by 
covenant rules—
rules that are based 
on the covenant-
relationship with Christ.

Covenant rules are not 
imposed by parents. They are not 
the authors. But it is their duty 
to ensure that they are observed 
in the home where they are in 
charge. Living in the discipline 
of the Lord builds the inner 
defences of children and youth. 
They would then be living in 
their personal fortresses.

The protection that parents 
are to give is not just guarding 
from danger, but also ensuring 
that the children do nothing that 
endanger themselves.

This is why parents cannot 
be clueless about what is 

happening in their children’s 
lives. It is my opinion that you 
should be friends with your 
children on Facebook. Just as 
you need to know their real life 
friends, you need to know their 
Facebook friends. Don’t allow a 
generation gap to exist.

Wanting to boast of having 
many friends (followers) on 
Facebook, many children 
and youth accept friendship 

requests from 
total strangers. 
Facebook is 
d a n g e r o u s 
territory for our 
children. Some 
of the crimes 

committed against children 
are the consequence of 
children going unescorted into 
Facebook.

In a sense nurture, guidance 
and protection all merge into 
one in building up the inner 
defences of a child or youth. 
Helping children build up their 
inner fortress is more important 
than defence training in martial 
arts. Defence training is good, 
but building up the inner 
fortress is better.

Living in the discipline of 
the Lord builds the inner 
defences of children and 
youth. They would then 

be living in their personal 
fortresses.

Kuruvilla Chandy 
is Pastor of the Grace Bible 

Church, Lucknow.
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BE RENEWED IN ThE MIND
Chinnamma Mathew

There needs to be a renewal in the thinking process  
of those who are in Christ.

When we accept by 
faith the Lord Jesus 
as our personal 

Saviour and Lord, the Holy 
Spirit makes us a brand new 
creation. The New Testament is 
full of examples of people who 
have been transformed after 
their personal encounter with 
Christ. “Therefore, if anyone is 
in Christ, he is a new creation; 
the old has gone, the new has 
come” (2Cor.5:17). 

The Holy Spirit who comes in 
to dwell in this ‘new creation’ 
controls his/her thoughts, 
temperament, emotions, words, 
attitudes, etc., to the extent that 
the individual yields to Him, 
bringing renewal in each and 
every area of his life.  

Every sin originates in the 
mind as a thought, to which the 
heart responds with emotions 
and then the body acts, led by 
the thoughts and the emotions.
MIND     HEART        BODY

                     
Thoughts  Emotions  Actions

A man is what he thinks 
(Pro.23:7a). Thoughts are the 
seeds of actions, as the mind 

and its thoughts have a great 
influence on how the body acts. 
“So, I tell you this, and insist on 
it in the Lord, that you must no 
longer live as the Gentiles do 
in the futility of their thinking” 
(Eph.4:17).

Unbelievers are not controlled 
by the Holy Spirit; their minds 
and thoughts are usually con-
trolled by the devil.  Therefore, 
Paul warns the Ephesian church 
(where many were Gentile con-
verts) that they should not live 
like the Gentiles with carnal 
mindset. These believers are 
now in Christ, their names are 
written in the Book of Life, they 
are citizens of heaven, they are 
sealed with the Holy Spirit and 
they are God’s own property 
(Eph.1:4-16). Hence, there needs 
to be a change – a renewal – in 
the thinking process of those 
who are in Christ. 

In Ephesians 4:18-19 Paul lists 
as many as eight manifestations 
of a corrupt mind:

1. The heart (the understand-
ing) is darkened.

2. Separated from the life of 
God.
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3. Ignorance.
4. Hardened heart.
5. Insensitivity.
6. Sensual behaviour.
7. Impurity.
8. Lust.

What triggers these ungodly 
manifestations? Thoughts! What 
is the outcome? Uncontrolled 
desires, leading to a perverted 
life-style. That is why Paul 
advises the believers in the 
Roman church, “Do not conform 
any longer to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind” 
(Rom.12:2).

The Apostle Paul has these 
words of exhortation and 
warning to the Christians at 
Ephesus, Philippi and Colosse: 
“You were taught with regard 
to your former way of life to 
put off your old self which is 
being corrupted by its deceitful 
desires, to be made new in the 
attitude of your mind; and to put 
on the new self, created to be like 
God in true righteousness and 
holiness” (Eph.4:22-24). “For, as 
I have often told you before, and 
now say again even with tears, 
that many live as enemies of the 
cross of Christ. Their destiny is 
destruction, their god is their 
stomach and their glory is in 
their shame. Their mind is set 
on earthly things” (Phil.3:18-

19). “Set your minds on things 
above, not on earthly things” 
(Col.3:2).

God expects His sanctified 
people to live with a pure 
mind, filled with good thoughts 
(Phil.4:8).

Let us pause for a moment 
and ponder. Is the Lord pleased 
with our thoughts? Do we allow 
the Holy Spirit to control our 
minds and thought-life so that 
we will be a people of testimony 
for Him? God destroyed the 
ancient world with a great flood 
as His heart was filled with pain 
when He saw that the people of 
the earth were corrupt in their 
minds...and every inclination of 
the thoughts of their heart was 
only evil all the time (Gen.6:5-
13). 

Our thought-life is very 
important to the Lord, because 
He wants to execute His plans 
on the earth through His 
redeemed people whose minds 
are focused on their holy Creator 
and Redeemer. May the Lord 
help us to renew our minds and 
to be filled with His thoughts.

Chinnamma Mathew 
is the Vice President 

of Evangelical Nurses 
Fellowship of India (ENFI), 

coordinating the ENFI work 
in Maharashtra.
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My three-year old 
grandson is an 
entertainer in our 

family. This cute little gift of 
God amuses everybody in the 
family. But he has a problem. He 
does not eat. Feeding him is a 
struggle. He will eat only on one 
condition – that someone tells 
him a story. Stories like Oggy 
and cockroaches, Pokemon and 
Doremon are his favourites. 
Sometimes, he volunteers to 
tell a story: “There was a Tuan 
and a Tuine, and there was a 
Dinosaur.” We fail to understand 
the connection between Tuan, 
Tuine and Dinosaur. This may 
be his style of narrating a story.

Well, have you ever  
considered the fact that your  
life tells a story? 

Our Story
How has been your spiritual 

journey in 2015, till today? 
People around us are watching 
us and listening to the story we 
are presenting to them through 
our words, our attitudes and 
our actions.

Paul reminds us that our lives 
are like letters known and read 

lIVING EPISTlES
Binoy Kumar Muduli

Is your life an epistle of Christ?

by all men...and the letter is not 
written with ink, but by the Spirit 
of the living God (2Cor.3:2-3). 
How serious are we about 
what the apostle has observed? 
What is the story that those 
around us are reading through 
our life’s book? Is it the story 
of forgiveness, compassion, 
generosity, patience and love? 
How often have you experienced 
the joy of a grace-filled life that 
comes from the Spirit of God in 
you? May our lives be stories 
that are written by the Spirit of 
the living God!

God’s Special People 
We are special because of our 

new birth.  “For you have been 
born again, not of perishable 
seed, but of imperishable, 
through the living and enduring 
word of God” (1Pet.1:23).

We are special because of 
our beliefs. We believe that “...
prophecy never had its origin in 
the will of man, but men spoke 
from God as they were carried 
along by the Holy Spirit” 
(2Pet.1:21), and “All Scripture is 
God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting 
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and training in righteousness” 
(2Tim.3:16).  

We are special because we are 
bound for glory land. Our Lord 
Jesus promised His disciples 
and all who believe in Him, “In 
My Father’s house are many 
rooms; if it were not so, I would 
have told you. I am going there 
to prepare a place for you.  And 
If I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come back and take 
you to be with Me that you also 
may be where I am” (Jn.14:2-3).

What Paul said of the 
Corinthians is true of all 
believers. We are Living Epistles, 
and that makes us special.  
Someone has said, “The only 
‘living Bible’ people really read 
are us Christians.”

Significance Of A Living 
Epistle
Your story is the reflection of the 

divine Author’s work in you – His 
handiwork (Eph.2:10). Christ is 
the author of the story of our 
lives. As God’s workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, we are to be a reflection 
of Christ Himself. 

God’s purpose for our lives 
does not end with receiving 
salvation; it goes far beyond 
– to make us His masterpiece! 
Some Christians think that the 

moment they are saved from 
sin, their lives get transformed. 
But the truth is, God has only 
started with us. After having 
saved us, He wants to change 
us inwardly and make us 
better every day. For Him to 
be able to do that, we have to 
let Him ‘chisel’ us. Chiselling 
process is necessary to create a 
masterpiece; no master sculptor 
would ever ignore it. To become 
His workmanship, God has to 
chisel us until we reflect Him 
perfectly (Phil.1:6). Chiselling is 
a painful process, but then God 
doesn’t have another option. 

Your story is woven by the 
Author’s Heart. A living epistle’s 
will is the Author’s will.  If we 
are truly His, we will love Him 
and do His will for our lives! 
Jesus said “If you love me, you will 
obey what I command” (Jn.14:15). 
At the core of the Christian faith 
is the simple, but profound, 
fact: “God loves you just as you 
are!” Nothing you and I do will 
ever change the heart of God 
toward us. Regardless of who 
we are, where we come from, 
what we have done or not done, 
God loves us. When a boy and a 
girl fall in love with each other, 
they promise to fulfil the desires 
of their hearts, no matter what 
the cost. Their love for each 
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other constrains them to shape 
their lives the way they want 
to. It is one thing to say, “I love 
God,” but entirely different to 
say, “His love constrains me.” 
Have you fallen in love with 
this compelling lover – Jesus? 
To listen to His heartbeat, you 
need to draw close to Him and 
lean on His chest (Jn.13:23,25). 
God wants you and me to listen 
to His heartbeat, for His love 
constrains us to reflect His work 
through us.

Your story is for the Author’s 
witness. You are read by everyone 
widely. “You yourselves are our 
letter, written on our hearts, 
known and read by everybody” 
(2Cor.3:2). Our lives do impact 
others! There are two things we 
must never forget:
1. People read our lives. When 

Paul said, “You yourselves 
are our letter, written on our 
hearts, known and read by 
everybody,” he meant that 
when people read us, they 
are obliged to acknowledge 
the divine handwriting that 
writes our story. People 
are watching us; they are 
reading us. Is our life a living 
testimony – a living story – 
of the life of Jesus?  

2. People react to our lives. As 
people read our lives, there 

will always be a reaction to 
what they read. Paul said, 
“For we are to God the aroma 
of Christ among those who 
are being saved and those 
who are perishing. To the 
one we are the smell of death; 
to the other, the fragrance of 
life...” (2Cor.2:15-16). Warren 
Wiersbe wrote: “This aroma 
means life to other believers, 
but to the un-believer headed 
for eternal condemnation, it 
means death. Joseph was an 
aroma of death to the baker, 
but an aroma of life to the 
butler (Gen.40). 

What a tremendous 
responsibility we have to 
introduce people to life, or to 
have them reject Christ and 
perish! Being a Christian is a 
serious responsibility, for our 
lives are leading people either 
to heaven or to hell. Charles 
Spurgeon said, “I would not 
give much for your religion 
unless it can be seen. Lamps do 
not talk, but they do shine.”

It is not what we pretend to 
be, but what we really are, that 
will eventually go down in the 
memory of others. Those who 
read our lives have a way of 
reading between the lines. We 
should strive not so much as to 
make life holy as to be holy. We 
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should never strive to be what 
we are not. People will know 
our double standards when they 
catch us speak one thing while 
our heart intends something 
else. 

Is your life an epistle of 
Christ? Let your graces shine 
forth from all the windows of 
your life, so that those who live 
near you may see that Jesus is 
abiding in your heart (Jn.15:5). 
Let your light not be a dim, 
flickering, uncertain flame; 
let it burn steadily, like the 
eternal fire on the altar. Let the 

Binoy Kumar Muduli 
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Bhubaneswar.

aroma of your faith, like Mary’s 
precious ointment, fill your 
surroundings. Be an epistle 
of Christ so clearly written, 
penned in such large bold 
characters, that he who runs 
may read it (Hab.2:2). 
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The sun had set on that 
wintry day. In the 
narrow and winding 

streets of the city, dust was 
settling down. The sound of 
people scurrying was getting 
muffled as the disciples finished 
their evening meal with the 
Master. 

The house where they had 
supped that evening was 
situated far away from the centre 
of the city, close to the city wall. 
Lamps were being lit even as 
the full moon was creeping 
up over the hill bordering the 
valley. One by one, the disciples 
left, except John and Peter. They 
lingered on as they always did. 
At times, Jesus took them with 
Him when He went out to pray. 
There were days when Jesus 
would slip off into the garden 
by Himself to pray all alone. 
Then Peter and John would 
walk home together discussing 
what Jesus had taught them 
that day. It had been a day 
of miracles, less of teaching 
but plenty to talk about. On a 
day like this, Peter would often 
be quite excited. Today, Jesus 
neither dismissed them, nor was 
He ready to go to the garden. He 
was reclining after the meal. 

NICoDEMUS
Ashoka Samuelson

You must be born again!

Even as they were waiting and 
wondering, there was a small 
stir at the door. Someone was 
climbing up the stairs with a 
measured and purposeful gait. 
If the person was trying to 
make as little noise as possible, 
it was futile, for the heavy 
breathing gave the visitor away. 
Jesus seemed unperturbed, 
but Peter ran to the door while 
his left hand groped for his 
fisherman’s knife. There stood 
a stocky man, panting from the 
exertion of climbing up, taking 
the hood off his face. The 
anxiety on his face disappeared 
on seeing Peter whom he 
recognised as a person who often 
accompanied Jesus. He took off 
his heavy cloak to reveal a richly 
ornamented robe of a Pharisee. 
Many tassels, too many, thought 
Peter. When Peter asked Jesus 
what he should do, the Lord 
said, “Come in, Nicodemus!” 
Peter, who was blocking the 
entry, moved aside to let him in. 
So, Jesus knew all along that the 
Pharisee was coming, thought 
Peter!

Although he was a bit annoyed 
that their time alone with the 
Master was interrupted, he was 
happy that the mystery of Jesus 
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staying back longer was solved. 
But soon a new set of questions 
sprang up in his mind. Why is 
the Pharisee coming alone? Why 
was Jesus entertaining him, and 
so warmly, when He knew that 
Pharisees constantly opposed 
Jesus. Reading Peter’s mind, 
Jesus told him that He would 
not be going to the garden now. 
“You can go home, Peter,” said 
Jesus. “All is well.” Peter looked 
at John questioningly. But John 
wanted to stay back. As Peter 
left, John offered Nicodemus 
the cushion he was reclining 
on. The Pharisee started talking 
even before he sank into the 
cushion. “Rabbi, we know that 
you are a teacher come from 
God. No one can do the miracles 
that you do. Surely God is with 
you.”

John leaves to get Nicodemus 
a cup of water.

“But,” Nicodemus continued, 
“your claim about ushering in a 
kingdom…the kingdom of God, 
that you are the Son of God…I 
mean, no other rabbi made 
such statements! Aren’t you 
getting carried away by your 
popularity?” Without waiting 
for an answer, Nicodemus 
continued, “I am confused...
No one ever did wonders like 
you, and your words are 
rather strange! The Law and 
the Prophets do not talk of a 
kingdom, do they?” 

Jesus said, “The kingdom is 
already here. The signs and 
wonders are just to help you 
recognise the King. You see, the 
wind and the waves obey the 
King. You have even seen evil 
spirits obeying the King. Doesn’t 
it tell you who is in control? If you 
accept the King, you can run life 
on the principles of the King 
and His kingdom. You will be 
part of the kingdom.”

Nicodemus asks, “Who is this 
King? God promised us that 
the Son of David would always 
rule us, didn’t He?” Nicodemus 
accepted the cup of water from 
John without taking his eyes off 
Jesus. John moved away, sensing 
the Pharisee’s intensity and the 
need to be alone with Jesus. 
Initially, John couldn’t believe 
what he overheard, for he knew 
the Pharisees never conceded 
that Jesus was from God. 
Nicodemus’ tone and attitude 
were so different. John stood 
next to the window and tried to 
shift his attention to the shadows 
dancing in the moonlight; but 
he could not. He felt that the 
Pharisee was asking questions 
the disciples themselves had in 
their minds! They too thought 
that Jesus, King of the Jews, 
would overthrow the Romans. 

Jesus knew that Nicodemus, 
like His disciples, was confused. 
But He gently and patiently 
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explained, “Most certainly, I 
tell you, a person who is born 
in God’s kingdom is a citizen 
of that kingdom. The citizen 
accepts the King and lives by 
His principles. Unless you 
are born in this kingdom and 
become its citizen, you cannot 
see the kingdom of God.”

“Now you are saying 
something even stranger,” 
Nicodemus said grinning, as 
he imagined a woman carrying 
a full grown man in her womb. 
“How can a man be born when 
he is old? Can he enter a second 
time into his mother’s womb 
and be born?”   

Jesus answered, “Most 
certainly, I tell you, unless one is 
born of water and spirit, he can’t 
enter the kingdom of God!” “We 
are all born of water when 
we come out of our mother’s 
womb,” said Nicodemus.  “But 
how is one to be born of the 
spirit?” he asked. 

“Well,” said Jesus, “that which 
is born of the flesh is flesh. That 
which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit.”

“It is easy to understand 
physical birth. How can we 
know and see the Spirit?” 
thought Nicodemus. 

“When and how should one 
be born by the Spirit?” Jesus 
answered, “Don’t marvel that 

I said to you, ‘You must be 
born anew’.” Still confused, 
Nicodemus said, “I have seen 
people born, I have seen people 
die, but I have never seen 
anyone born a second time. If 
one cannot see the spirit, how 
can one see a spiritual birth?” he 
cried in despair. 

“You are right. You cannot 
see the spirit,” said Jesus. “Isn’t 
it the same way with the wind? 
Can you see it? Yet the wind 
blows where it wants to, and 
you hear its sound. You don’t 
know where it comes from, 
but you can feel it! You know 
which way it is going. So it is 
with those who are born of the 
Spirit. There will be changes in 
their lives caused by the Spirit. 
You will see their lives changed; 
they are new creatures.”

“When and how will the Spirit 
change them? asked Nicodemus. 
“Is the Spirit like the wind, 
changing everyone in its path?”

“You are teacher of the people 
of Israel, Nicodemus; don’t you 
remember what happened in 
the desert? Many people were 
bit by poisonous snakes. Did 
all die? No! Those who looked 
up to the bronze snake put up 
by Moses, survived. They had a 
second life! Just like the bronze 
snake was lifted up on a pole for 
people to look up to and express 
their faith in God, the Son of Man 
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too will be lifted up. He is the 
provision God has made. Those 
who put their faith in Him and 
accept Him as God’s provision 
for eternal life, will have it.”

“For God so loved the world, 
that He gave His only Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have eternal 
life.” 

Nicodemus seemed deep 
in thought. Of course, I know 
what happened in the desert, he 
told himself. But he had never 
thought about the bronze snake 
this way. Some things seemed 
clearer now; he realised that, to 
connect with God, the Eternal 
Spirit, the spirit of man had to be 
revived. Man was condemned 
to die from the sting of sin just 
like the Israelites were stung by 
poisonous serpents. To become 
a citizen of God’s kingdom, and 
live in it, one had to be born 
of God’s Spirit. No one had 
ever explained things like this 
before. Maybe Jesus was indeed 
the Messiah? But how will Jesus 
be lifted up? Who will do it?

Jesus continued and reassured 
the Pharisee. “For God did not 
send His Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the 
world might be saved through 
Him. Whoever believes in Him 
is not condemned, but whoever 
does not believe, remains 
condemned. He is condemned 

already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only 
Son of God.”

Nicodemus said to Jesus, 
“How can these things be?”  

Truly, truly I say to you, we 
speak of what we know, and 
bear witness to what we have 
seen, but you do not receive 
our testimony. If I have told 
you about earthly things and 
you do not believe, how can 
you believe if I tell you about 
heavenly things? No one has 
ascended into heaven except He 
who descended from heaven, 
the Son of Man.”

Once more Jesus made an 
extraordinary claim. How 
can Jesus be so unique and 
represent Man? How could He 
know God and heaven so well? 
He claimed to be the One who 
has come from heaven and the 
One who knew what was in 
heaven. Nicodemus thought, 
like everyone else, that Jesus 
was from Galilee. How can I 
believe in someone from Galilee, 
he thought. Can anything good 
come from Galilee?

Jesus smiled as He 
sympathised with Nicodemus 
who felt that whatever he had 
learned in the synagogues 
contradicted the claims of Jesus. 
“Hear, O Israel, the Lord your 
God is ONE...” Could Jesus be 
an angel? No angel did miracles 
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and stayed on earth! “I should 
be going,” said Nicodemus. 
Although he was struggling 
with what Jesus had said, many 
of His statements now made 
sense. Jesus got up and walked 
with Nicodemus to the door. 
As John helped him with the 
cloak, he turned to thank Jesus, 
but Jesus had disappeared! 
Nicodemus climbed down the 
steps and walked away into the 
moonlit night, quickly covering 
his face again. 

It is now more than two 
years since Nicodemus met 
Jesus secretly. Many a night, he 
thought of going back to Jesus, 
but he never did. 

It was almost too late when 
he finally met the Master. As 
the moon was creeping up, re-
luctantly as  it were, Nicodemus 
and his tall companion reached 
the top of a hill and paused to 
catch their breath. Nicodemus 
wished he had visited Jesus 
again on Thursday night and 
stopped Him from reaching the 
garden. The words of Jesus he 
heard that night seemed to echo 
in his ears. 

Suddenly one statement struck 
him like a bolt of lightning. 
“So must the Son of Man be 
lifted up!” His face lit up as 
he gripped the hand of Joseph 
of Arimathea. His speech was 
incoherent as he blurted out, “He 

was lifted up today, was He 
not?! He was indeed lifted up! 
Jesus is indeed the King! I now 
see Him like the bronze snake in 
the desert! Hallelujah!” 

Joseph of Arimathea thought 
Nicodemus had lost his mind. 
How could Nicodemus rise 
like a shooting star after all that 
had happened? Yes indeed, 
Jesus was crucified and lifted 
up on a Roman cross for all to 
see! Joseph had the courage to 
ask for Jesus’ body for burial 
in his family tomb. But over 
what was Nicodemus bubbling 
with joy? Being lifted up on a 
cross? Nicodemus could contain 
it no longer. He recounted his 
secret encounter with Jesus and 
how Jesus told him that the 
Son of Man was to be lifted up 
like the bronze serpent! Joseph 
stopped. “You mean believing 
Jesus is the Messiah will give 
life as it did to the Israelites who 
looked at the bronze snake?” 
he asked. Joseph recollected 
how Jesus had claimed to be 
the Resurrection and the Life! 
“Maybe this is not the end of 
the story,” said Joseph. “What 
if He comes back to life on the 
third day? Did He not bring 
back Lazarus to life after four 
days?”

The two men realised that 
the Sabbath had already begun 
and they did not want to break 
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the sacred Law. They hurriedly 
parted ways. Nicodemus was 
filled with hope. He was 
convinced Jesus was the King 
of heaven who came down to 
earth and knew that, in order to 
belong to the Kingdom, he only 

had to believe in Jesus who was 
lifted up. 

Dr. Ashoka Samuelson 
is a professor of chemistry 

at the Indian Institute of 
Science, Bangalore. He and 
his wife have two children.
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THE TWO SHALL BE ONE
Richard Masih
Published by Gospel Literature Service, Udyog 
Bhavan, 250-D, Worli, Mumbai 400 030, India. Tel. 
(022)24930116 / 66627243.The M.R.P of this book is 
Rs.150/- and is available with all leading Christian 
bookstores in the country.  

Reviewed by
Rev. Dr. J. N. Manokaran, South Asia Regional 
Director, Community Bible Study International, 
Chennai, India. (jnmanokaran@yahoo.com).

Family is the very first institution created by God for 
mankind. However, God’s perfect idea regarding marriage 
is, sadly, being re-defined by parliaments, governments and 
the media. These institutions are primarily established by 
humans, and they do not have the authority to reinterpret an 
institution founded by God. 

Today’s young generation, known as the Google Generation, 
the Digital Generation or the Modern Generation, do not 
understand Family as a sacred institution or Marriage to be 
a holy covenant. This peculiar way of thinking, or ‘popular 
culture’, is sweeping the world at large and, in particular, the 
young Christians.

Richard Masih, with his in-depth knowledge of Scripture, 
analytical understanding of the Indian society and his profuse 
experience, has written this timely, relevant and contextual 
book. His counsel, like that of a wise sage, is based on the 
Holy Bible. Surely, his suggestions would help young people 
to navigate the complicated, hierarchical and caste-ridden 
societal problems. He has skilfully presented various case 
studies to emphasise and imprint Biblical truths in the minds 
of the readers.

The author’s style of writing is simple, easy to read and 
understand. It is a book that we can go back to, time and 
again, for clarification. This book does not only counsel, 
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but also inspires and offers solutions to common problems 
confronted by the family.

The author clearly states that ‘sex’ is created by God who 
also provides us with the ‘user’s manual’ (the Bible) so that 
we can use it efficiently and fruitfully. The Bible is the source 
of guidance for us, not the world, media or our friends. The 
author voices the significance of sex and intimate relationship 
within the covenant of marriage. Sex beyond the covenant of 
marriage is a sin against oneself, against spouse and, most 
importantly, against God, and has no basis in the Scriptures. 

The guidelines for husband and wife are of great importance. 
Addressing the difference between love and infatuation, the 
author cautions that love has to be awakened at the right 
time and warns teenagers and youngsters not to think about 
love too soon. 

Some youngsters misinterpret marriage as a life-long 
honeymoon and do not look forward to take hold 
of responsibilities that come with it. This results in 
disillusionment. The author also emphasises on the 
permanency of marriage as a covenant before God and 
highlights the purpose of marriage.

On the importance of marrying a believer, the author provides 
several logical reasons. The questions he raises regarding the 
same are worth reflecting on before choosing a life partner. 
The chapter on choosing a life partner contains practical 
steps that would prove to be beneficial.

The roles of husbands, wives and children have been vividly 
listed and explained in the chapter Christian Family. The traits 
of a Christian home are beautifully described by bringing in 
important spiritual components that are required in family 
life.

This book is an ideal gift for young people – spinsters, 
bachelors and married couples; it will also prove to be 
very beneficial for pastors, deacons, counsellors and youth 
workers as a marvellous tool for ministry.
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A land with minds without fear 
To slaughter human foetus and people sincere, 

The slaughter of animals for food  
Is considered vile for livelihood.  

Save such a land, O God,  
We live in!

Where animals and lifeless things are adored,  
Instead of the living God, 

Catastrophe is invited 
For the land to be destroyed. 

Save such a land, O God,  
We live in!

Corruption, crime and cruelty  
Are the mantras for some, 

And praying for kindness and faithfulness  
Seems bothersome. 

Save such a land before You come.

 
Save such a land, O God,  

We live in!

Chandan Lal Tewary was an officer in Utkal University, Odisha.  
Presently he is a freelance writer.

PoEM Chandan Lal Tewary

SAVE OUR LAND, O GOD!

MATRIMONIAL
A 30 year old Karnataka born, bachelor, CNI member, working as an IT 
Consultant in a reputed firm in Mumbai, seeks an alliance with a girl - a 
disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ, working, willing to actively engage in 
Church / a Christian ministry. 

Please contact  
thomas_sybil@yahoo.co.in or  

+91 9820736359 +91 9820736359.
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DELHI BIBLE INSTITUTE invites mature candidates for a Course in Expository Preaching and 
Practical Theology from 12 July 2015  to  26 March 2016, following the pattern of the Cornhill Training Course in UK.  

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
What’s the course for?  
The course’s primary aim is to train men to preach, 
while also training men and women to teach the 
Bible, in youth and children’s work, women’s ministry 
and other contexts. 
Who’s it for? 
The course is aimed particularly to godly, reliable 
Bible teachers in the local church, graduates or 
mature students who show aptitude for rigorous 
learning, have a sponsorship from a local church and a 
clear opening for longer term in the local church and 
are able to learn in English.  
What would I learn? 
The course aims to equip Christians to understand the 
Bible accurately, teach the Bible effectively and apply 
the Bible appropriately 

How long does it take? 
The course runs for one academic year (30 teaching 
weeks) of full time study, alongside a practical 
ministry experience and input. 
What else does OYEPPT offer? 
Fellowship with others wanting to serve Christ in the 
ministry of the Word and prayer. 
Access to visiting ministers and the teaching staff. 
Visiting lecturers and speakers who will help us with 
further Bible teaching and other practical skills in 
Christian ministry. 
We study the Bible together 

Each morning begins with the word of God and prayer 
as a student gives an exposition. 
A series of in-depth studies of Bible books, focusing on 
books like Genesis, Exodus, Mark and Romans. 
A course in Bible Basics, including basic facts about 
the Bible, the shape of the Bible, Bible history and 
geography, and a Bible overview to tie our studies 
into a proper Biblical Theology. 
A course in Biblical doctrinal themes. 
We study principles of Biblical preaching 
A foundation course in Principles of Expository 
Preaching. 
A course on Principles of Exposition that runs 
throughout the year, working at how to preach 
different genres of Bible book - the gospels, New 
Testament letters, Old Testament law, Old Testament 
narrative, the prophets, apocalyptic, poetry and 
wisdom literature. 
 

We expound Bible passages 
This is done in small groups with constructive criticism 
from a teacher. The groups can take the form of: 
'Gobbet' groups where short passages of Scripture are 
examined to determine their meaning in context. 
Preaching groups where a student gives a full practice 
talk. 
 

We study Christian doctrine: There is a course on 
Evangelical essentials. 

 
 

If you are interested write now with a personal testimony, Educational qualifications, and a letter of 
recommendation from your pastor to Course Co-coordinator:  
Bible Bhavan, 50, Amrita Shergill Marg, New Delhi – 110003, or 
Contact: (011) 24611311, 24641245, 24643586 Extension.307 (English) 306 (Hindi) 
Mobile: +918527006290 (Hindi Course – Vijay), +919999625833(English Course – Namgyal) 
Email: dbi13.bb@gmail.com (English), dbi17.bb@gmail.com (Hindi) 
Fees: Rs.20,000. Matching scholarship will be given to worthy candidates. We have limited seat so apply soon. 
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Solitude is customarily 
defined as the state of 
being ‘lonely’. The state 

of being lonely can be defined 
as a feeling of being rejected 
by people or a state of being 
downhearted, etc. But if we try 
to look deeply into the eyes of 
this subject, we would be able 
to see a palpable connotation 
of the subject from a different 
standpoint. Solitude can be 
pessimistically defined as a state 
of wanting to spend time with 
oneself, which is immensely 
important for an individual. 
But there is something that is 
even more important, and that 
is having an inter-personal 
communication with God. 

We have become ‘time-poor’ 
to spend time with ourselves 
and, most importantly, to 
spend time with God. We are 
so pre-occupied with work and 
spending time with unwanted 
odds and ends, that we don’t 
have time to spend with God – to 
listen to what He has to say and 
to cherish His companionship. 
“Unless the Lord builds the 
house, the labourers labour in 
vain” (Psa.127:1). This verse 

SolITUDE IN SolICITUDE
Seraphin Amanna

The heart of God desires for our hearts to be 
“hearts after His own heart”.

gives us a coherent gen that 
we can’t do anything about, 
unless the Lord is with us. “No 
man can serve two masters: for 
either he will hate the one and 
love the other; or else he will 
hold to the one and despise 
the other. Ye cannot serve 
God and money” (Matt.6:24).  
As believers, we need to ask 
ourselves, “Am I truthful in my 
relationship with God? Am I 
spending superabundant time 
with God?”

In order to have an intimate 
relationship with God, we need 
to be spending most of our 
time with Him. The heart of 
God desires for our hearts to be  
“hearts after His own heart”. His 
love for us is beyond the realm of 
reason and He earnestly desires 
for us to open our hearts to receive 
His love. The enchantment of 
His love outclasses all human 
understanding, and He desires 
for us to find our comfort and 
peace in the comfort of His 
solicitude. His solicitude is 
beyond our comprehension 
and imagination. He is the 
complete portrait of Solicitude. 
His elevation of care, love, 
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grace and mercy is incredible 
and astounding. Glory to His 
matchless Name!

As believers, our priority 
should be to give the best of 
ourselves to God, which is 
extremely important. “I have 
been crucified with Christ. It is 
no longer I who live, but Christ 
who lives in me. And the life I 
now live in the flesh, I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave Himself for 
me” (Gal.2:20). Since the Lord 
Jesus lives in us, we have to be 
aware of the fact that we can 
never be friendless or lonely. 
The unsurpassable reality is that, 
loneliness can never be a part of 
the life of a believer indwelt and 
led by Christ.

We stand in need of the grace 
and mercy of God which can be 
unearthed only in Christ Jesus, 
our Lord. “You will keep in 
perfect peace him whose mind 

is steadfast, because he trusts in 
You” (Isa.26:3). We can find 
perfect peace only if we trust the 
Lord. The peace that the Lord 
proffers and the peace that the 
world proffers are poles apart. 
The Lord Jesus says, “Peace I 
leave with you; My peace I give 
you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your 
hearts be troubled and do not be 
afraid” (Jn.14:7). 

The Lord expects us to lay 
down our aching heart at the 
fore of his throne of grace and 
peace. For this reason, solitude 
for a believer in Christ is a period 
of unparalleled joy, peace and 
comfort, since solitude for us 
means to find ‘Solitude in His 
Solicitude’.

Seraphin Amanna  
is a second year student of 

Mass Media and lives in 
Karjat, near Mumbai.

DEBATE QUESTION

IS BECOMING A MEMBER OF A  
CHURCH NECESSARY FOR A CHRISTIAN?

Send your brief, reasoned opinion based on the Bible, to our postal or e-mail ad-
dress. Whoever you are and whatever your view may be, we want to hear from 
you. So, write in!

(If the opinion is too long, we will be constrained to cut it down.  
If you have a question that you would like debated in this column,  

please write or e-mail to us. Thank you.)

Light of Life 
21 YMCA Road, P.O.Box 4576, Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400 008 

E-mail: lightoflife1@rediffmail.com or lightoflife2777@gmail.com
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TEll-TAlE TREE TAlES
Suresh Manoharan

The prophecy related to the tale of trees is soon coming to pass.

Let me begin by 
acclaiming the 
universal truth that 

minus the trees there would be 
no human life on earth. Let’s all 
praise the Almighty God who 
in His sovereign wisdom set up 
the ‘stage’, so to speak, before 
bringing the principal actor – 
man – into the picture. Trees, 
mind you, were created before 
man was (Gen.1), to facilitate 
human life. It is indeed scary 
to think of our planet being 
without, for instance, the trees 
of Amazon rainforest which 
contribute about 20% of life-
sustaining oxygen to the earth’s 
atmosphere. Frankly speaking, 
we would be lost in the woods 
without those wondrous South 
American woods!

While trees are indispensable 
in the natural realm, what about 
the trees which have affected 
mankind in the most important, 
eternal spiritual realm (hey, 
there is death to the human 
body, but the eternal spirit 
would live on)? I endeavour to 
bring to the fore the different 
trees in the Scripture and their 
significance.

Pleasing
The ‘tree of knowledge’ 

appeared quite pleasing to 
the eyes of our first parents 
(Gen.3:6), though they were 
commanded by their loving 
Creator to stay away from it. 
The result of their ‘adulterous 
advance’ is now history. Oh 
yes, they ate of its fruit at the 
behest of the crafty tempter, 
bringing curse upon themselves 
and all mankind (Gen.3:1-19). 
The tree of knowledge brought 
in its wake spiritual darkness 
to all of mankind which can be 
dispelled only when one comes 
near yet another Tree which by 
its appearance, ironically, is at 
once ugly. Friends, let’s travel 
to the Tree at Calvary. 

Palaver
If love for God, which can 

be exhibited only by implicit 
obedience to His commands 
(2Jn.1:6), was conspicuous by its 
absence in the behaviour of the 
first Adam when exposed to the 
lure of the tree of knowledge, 
then by stark contrast the final 
Adam – Jesus (1Cor.15:45) 
– personified obedience by 
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willingly hanging on the cruel 
Tree (Gal.3:13) as per the 
Father’s will (Jn.6:38;14:30-31) 
right in the middle of the earth 
(Ezek.l 5:5).

If the tree of knowledge 
proved to be a bane for mankind, 
bringing in its wake spiritual 
ignorance, again ironically, the 
tree of foolishness (1Cor.1:18) 
has been a cause for manifold 
blessings to it, ushering in 
spiritual emancipation and 
enlightenment. We who are 
all connected to the first Adam 
(genetically and spiritually) 
need not remain ‘chained’ to 
the former, but seek our liberty 
by looking with saving faith at 
the latter where the final Adam 
completed the redemption 
plan at a great cost (Jn.3:14-
15;Num.21:4-9).

The Gospel is a palaver (idle 
talk) only to the perishing, 
blinded as they are by the arch-
enemy of every human soul 
(2Cor.4:4), but to those being 
redeemed by it through their 
faith, it is the power of God in 
action (Rom.1:16;1Cor.1:18 
TLB). Only those who have 
experienced redemption at the 
Tree of Calvary have access to 
yet another important tree of 
the spiritual realm. So, fellow 
pilgrims liberated at the Cross, 

now join me on a journey to the 
Tree of Life.

Perpetual
If we observe a trouble-

causing tree of knowledge at the 
beginning of the Bible, trouble-
shooting one in the middle 
of our planet (Ezek.5:5 – in 
Jerusalem where redemption 
plan was completed), there is 
a Tree towards the end of the 
Scriptures, in a realm where all 
problems shall end (Rev.21:4) 
guaranteeing perpetual good 
health and abundant life 
(Rev.22:2).

Oh, how we feel like fast-
tracking time and reaching that 
state of eternal bliss of being 
under the cooling shade of 
the tree of life! Yes, there are 
troubles en-route for those of 
us who have begun the journey 
of faith at the Tree of Calvary, 
but cheer up, for the present 
troubles pale into insignificance 
when compared with the glories 
awaiting us in the days to come 
(Rom.8:18-25).

Pattern
I came across a fascinating 

piece of information recently 
in a devotional magazine. It 
pertains to the history of the 
indigenous people in northern 
Michigan where, along the 
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road, there are signs designating 
‘Trail Trees’. It is believed that 
long ago the native Americans 
bent young trees to point the way 
to  specific  destinations and that 
they continued to grow in an 
unusual shape.

Those of us who have been 
redeemed at the Tree of Calvary 
and are having foretaste of 
heaven right here on earth 
(Rom.14:17), don’t we have 
the responsibility of playing 
faithful ‘trail trees’ showing 
the unsaved ones the way to 
the Tree of Salvation, even if it 
means ‘bending our backs’ in 
that exercise? 

Jesus has not asked all His 
followers to be preachers; but 
certainly all of us are called to be 
witnesses, leading lives which 
personify His traits (Jn.13:34-35). 
Our lives here on earth, where 
His will would be done as it is in 
heaven, ought to be a pattern of 
eternity. Our God-fearing lives 
ought to exemplify implicit 
obedience and exude heavenly 
joy at all times, attracting the 
unbelievers to the Tree of 
Calvary, where the spiritual 
journey would begin for them 
as it did for us!

Pervert
In the aftermath of cruel 

slaughter of 69 sons of heroic 

Gideon by fratricidal Abimelech 
(incidentally, also a son of 
Gideon), his brother Jotham 
who escaped the carnage 
relates prophetically a tale 
of trees (Judg.9:1-21) which, 
besides being of immediate 
importance, also portends the 
things to happen in the history 
of the nation of Israel. It is not 
an understatement to say that 
events in the history of God’s 
chosen nation act as a time-
piece to cross-check the future 
apocalyptic events beginning 
with the rapture of the church 
which would be followed by 
the advent of perverted Anti-
Christ, seven years of tribulation 
(which would in its latter part 
include three and a half years 
of severe suffering for the 
Jews), second coming of Christ, 
the Armageddon War and 
establishment of the Millennial 
rule of Christ. 

The thorn-bush in the parable 
of the trees, to which the other 
trees foolishly owed their 
allegiance, is none other than 
the coming Anti-Christ who, 
very much like the wicked 
Abimelech of yore, would be of 
Jewish ancestry (though coming 
from EU). He, like Abimelech, 
would also craftily win over 
the trust of the Jews to begin 
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with (at the beginning of 7-year 
tribulation to achieve his own 
selfish ends) before breaching 
it (Dan.9:27) and then severely 
persecuting them. 

Since the advent of Anti-
Christ would only follow the 
rapture of the church, the Good 
News is (if you will pardon the 
expression), if the coming of the 
perverted villain seems at hand, 
more imminent would be the 
rapture of the church!

While on the 
subject of the stage 
being readied for 
the Anti-Christ’s 
entry, now consider 
the mounting 
tension in West 
Asia (everyone 
is entitled to his 
own ideological 
stance on that 
issue). Tiny Israel, 
pursuing its right for survival, 
is proactively taking the terror 
to the terrorists. 

That Jews and Arabs are at 
each other’s throat, baying for 
each other’s blood, is a uni-
versally accepted fact. It is all 
because Israel had a ‘rebirth’ 
as recently as May 14, 1948, to 
give Anti-Christ a role to play in 
tribulation times. Even as situ-
ation in the smouldering West 

Asia becomes more grim, imag-
ine the entry of a charismatic 
leader who brokers a peace ac-
cord between these two warring 
factions; also imagine he facili-
tating the re-construction of a 
Jewish temple (long-awaited 
by the Jews) in the very place 
where the original Solomon’s 
temple stood (presently, there is 
a mosque in that place). Would 
not Jews, who rejected the origi-
nal Messiah 2000 years back, 
much to their detriment, accept 

this 21st century 
magnetic leader 
to be their antici-
pated Messiah, 
and the world on 
its part, Arabs in-
cluded, look upon 
such a man who 
accomplishes Mis-
sion Impossible as 
some kind of god? 

The secret power of lawlessness 
is already at work (2Thess.2). 

In the Book of Revelation, Anti-
Christ is initially portrayed as a 
man riding a white horse and 
carrying in his hand only a bow, 
but no arrows (Rev.6:1-2) for us 
to infer that his initial methods 
to win over the hearts of not 
only the Jews but also that of the 
world at large would seemingly 
ooze purity and peace. At the 
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cost of sounding repetitive, 
I want to reiterate that Anti-
Christ’s advent is at hand. What 
does it mean? Church rapture is 
more imminent. Should we not 
consider the spiritual dimension 
to the worsening West Asian 
crisis in recent times and adopt 
a biblical worldview? Two 
hundred years back, for 
instance, with the nation of 
Israel not being there, what 
scope would have been there for 
the master deceiver to play the 
role of peacemaker deceitfully 
to win the hearts of the people? 
Absolutely none. The rebirth of 
Israel, if anything, is a tell-tale 
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sign that the prophecy related to 
the ‘tale of trees’ is soon coming 
to pass. 

By the way, dear fellow 
pilgrim, are you, who have been 
liberated at the Tree of Calvary, 
alert to the rapture of the church? 
Are you alerting others about it 
responsibly? If so, rejoice, for 
you would soon be having your 
fill at the Tree of Life!
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oPPortuNItY for long term Missions!

do You have a passion to reach the Muslims  
and the unreached nations?

Mission to West Asia
the seven churches mentioned in the Book of revelation is situated in west Asia 

Vision: India to become a visionary Mission-sending nation (Acts 1:8)

MISSIoN INDIA WEST ASIA CERTIFICATE CoURSE:
Mission India  invites SINGlE young men (between 22-34 years) with a passion 
to reach the lost in West Asia with long term commitment.

Selected candidates will attend a two-month orientation and Missionary training in 
New delhi starting from  Sept 1 to october 31, 2015  focussed on making disciples 
and reaching out in a cross-cultural setting.

the candidate should  –

• have a good Christian testimony with two references  

• be able to communicate well in English

• have some experience in personal evangelism / making disciples / church 
planting 

• have good Bible knowledge or Bible College qualification

• have a Passport (valid for at least 3 years) or apply for the same     

• be willing to learn a new language and adopt a new culture

• be in good sound health  to live for long-term in west Asia

• not be engaged for marriage at the time of applying for the training

we select 20 candidates for the 2-month orientation / training in New delhi from all 
across India and some of them will be chosen to go to west Asia and some to work 
among unreached people groups in North India.

Scholarship is available for the training in New delhi.

Sponsorship is available during the first year of ministry in west Asia and further 
guidance will be given to continue long term in west Asia.

Contact Dr John Thomas for further details:
Email mi.wasia@gmail.com 

Phone  09654987351 / 09440023251
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Last month, I shared these 
thoughts about joy, 
trying to answer your 

question:
•	 Joy that the Bible speaks 

about is not based on my 
circumstances. Am I willing to 
set aside all my circumstances 
in my pursuit of joy? No 
matter what my present 
circumstances are, I will not 
allow them to interfere with 
my pursuit of joy.

•	 Joy that the Bible speaks 
about is not an emotion. 
Am I willing to set aside all 
my emotions in my pursuit 
of joy? No matter what my 
present feelings and emotions 
are, I will not allow them to 
interfere with my pursuit of 
joy.

•	 Joy that the Bible speaks 
about can only be found in 
one place – in God’s pres-
ence. At any point in my life, 
there are two basic places I 
can be – in God’s presence 
where God is King; or in my 
presence where my self-life 
is king. 

•	 The pathway into God’s 
presence (where joy is 

AND AGAIN I SAY, REJOICE!
Sandeep Poonen

guaranteed) always requires 
a cross first. Do I see that the 
pathway to God’s presence 
and fullness of joy first 
requires a cross that I must 
be willing to endure?

This month, I want to share 
a few more thoughts on the 
Christian’s rejoicing.

It is important to recognise 
that our rejoicing is in the Lord, 
not in our circumstances. Paul 
was able to rejoice even when 
full of sorrow, because he 
rejoiced in the Lord and not in 
his feelings or his situation. Paul 
didn’t tell us to rejoice in all our 
circumstances. For example, we 
are not expected to rejoice in the 
circumstance of somebody being 
seriously injured in an accident. 
But in all circumstances, we can 
still rejoice in the Lord who has 
everything under His control!

So, here are a couple of 
thoughts I want to share about 
what it means to rejoice in the 
Lord:

We rejoice because of God’s 
great love for us, not our present 
circumstances.

“Shout for joy, O heavens! And 
rejoice, O earth! Break forth into 

Your Questions Answered
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joyful shouting, O mountains! 
For the Lord has comforted His 
people and will have compassion 
on His afflicted. But Zion said, 
‘The Lord has forsaken me, and 
the Lord has forgotten me.’ Can a 
woman forget her nursing child 
and have no compassion on the 
son of her womb? Even these 
may forget, but I will not forget 
you. Behold, I have inscribed 
you on the palms of My hands; 
your walls are continually before 
Me” (Isa.49:13-16).

God tells Israel to stop 
moping around with a long 
and sorry face and shout for joy 
and rejoice.  But Zion (Israel) 
disagreed and said that all the 
circumstantial evidence pointed 
to God deserting and forgetting 
them. They were suffering the 
consequences of deserting the 
Lord. Yet, even though any 
desertion by the Lord was caused 
by Israel’s own disobedience, 
God kept reaching out to draw 
Israel back to Him.

In this passage, God responds 
with some of the most precious 
words of love that I know of in 
the entire Bible. God states the 
most precious description of 
love there is (a mother and her 
newborn child), and says that 
His love for us far surpasses 
even that.

I would recommend that all of 
you should try to commit Isaiah 

49:15-16 to memory. These verses 
have brought immense comfort 
to me as I have reminded myself 
of God’s words. I can choose 
to believe what my feelings 
and my circumstances speak 
about me. Or I can choose to 
believe God’s word and what 
He speaks in regard to His deep 
and passionate love for me.

The love of God must be the 
foundation for all our rejoicing. 
And I personally believe that 
God is telling us here to use this 
fact about God to influence our 
emotions and look beyond our 
current circumstances, and even 
use our mouths to shout for joy.

We rejoice because of who we 
are in God; not because of what 
we do for God.

“The seventy returned with 
joy, saying, ‘Lord, even the 
demons are subject to us in Your 
name.’ And He said to them, ‘I 
was watching Satan fall from 
heaven like lightning. Behold, 
I have given you authority to 
tread on serpents and scorpions, 
and over all the power of the 
enemy, and nothing will injure 
you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice 
in this, that the spirits are subject 
to you, but rejoice that your 
names are recorded in heaven” 
(Lk.10:17-20).

There is a remarkable lesson 
of joy to be found here. I don’t 
know if you can put yourself in 
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the place of the disciples, having 
come back absolutely astonished 
that demons were subject to them 
because of the name of Jesus. 
Imagine what an incredible rush 
and feeling of power that must 
have been!  

But yet we see Jesus correct 
their reason for rejoicing, and 
explain that His disciples found 
their joy elsewhere. Jesus clearly 
tells His disciples in verse 20 
not to rejoice in evil spirits 
being subject to them. Rather, 
they were to rejoice because 
their names were recorded in 
heaven.

Now, I don’t know about 
you, but this must have been 
quite difficult. Compared to 
casting out demons, my name 
being recorded in heaven seems 
so uninspiring at first. Just 
imagine being used by God in 
a powerful way to free people 
from the bondage of the devil. 
How good that must feel! Now 
imagine coming home after this, 
only to have the Lord Jesus say 
these words to us, “Don’t rejoice 
in what you did. You were only 
able to do them because of the 
power of My Name and the Holy 
Spirit. Remember, there will be 
some who will do miracles in 
My Name and I will tell them 
that I never knew them. So the 
healings and the casting out of 
demons are not the reasons for 

you to rejoice. Keep your joy 
in this – that you enjoy a right 
relationship with Me and that 
your name is therefore recorded 
in heaven.”

I also think about what it means 
to have your name recorded in 
heaven. In the place where there 
is perfect holiness and fullness 
of joy and where the Almighty 
God dwells in unimaginable 
majesty and beauty, we can 
also find our own names there (if 
we’re disciples of Jesus)!

But what business are our 
names doing in heaven? What 
place do wretched sinners have 
in heaven? This is the really 
good news – that our names are 
recorded in heaven.

And where do you find it in 
heaven? I used to think that 
my name was recorded in the 
Book of Life. And maybe there 
is an actual book or this is 
just a symbol. I’ll tell you one 
place where I know my name is 
inscribed – on the palm of the 
Almighty God!

We need to remind ourselves 
of how immense these truths 
are, and as we remind ourselves 
of who God is and what Jesus 
did for us, we will have a sure 
reason to rejoice.

I hope that what I have written 
here will be something that we 
will meditate on. It is really 
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Ministry Opportunity
STEP is a Christian (evangelical) non-profit organization 
working in Odisha, West Bengal and Assam. Please visit www.
stepministriesindia.com to know more about STEP.  STEP is 
inviting applications for the following positions: 

Administrative Assistant (Women candidates): As the 
Administrative Assistant, she is responsible for front desk reception 
as well as providing administrative support to the Administrative 
and other departments. She should have excellent oral and written 
communications skills, advanced knowledge and use of MS Office 
(Word, Excel, PowerPoint and Outlook), strong attention to detail 
and minimum 3 years prior administrative/related reception 
experience.

Elementary School Teacher: This position requires the planning, 
organization, and implementation of the appropriate instructional 
program to address the learning needs of the students from 
Kindergarten to Class V. He/she should have at least B.Ed. and 2 
years of experience.   

System Administrator: Married couple is preferred for this 
position. He/she must hold BCA and should have at least 2 years 
of computer administration experience. He/she should have the 
working knowledge of Page Maker, CorelDraw and Microsoft 
programs. He/she would be responsible to teach DCA/PGDCA/
Tally to staff and projects participants.

Driver/watchman: He should hold professional/transport license. 
He will reside on STEP campus and along with the driving; he will 
be responsible for the campus maintenance. Married couple is 
preferred. 

Salary will be negotiated based on an individual’s experience. 
Please send a resume or contact us for full job description by 
email: stepministries@hotmail.com 
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difficult to discard our emotions 
and still rejoice. But I believe that 
this is a very important practice 
that all Christians will have to 
learn. I do not imagine that this 
is something that we can change 
overnight. Rather, I think this is 
a mountain that takes years to 
scale. But I hope that we will all 
embark on this journey with all 
seriousness. Because it is God’s 
prescription for us through His 

word that we rejoice always – so 
it must be possible!

Your fellow pilgrim in the 
journey towards perpetual 
rejoicing,

Sandeep

Non-Receipt of Light Of Life Magazine
Dear subscribers,
We have been receiving phone calls and e-mails from some 

of you saying that sometimes you do not receive the magazine, 
even for 2-4 consecutive months, despite the fact that all the 
copies are handed over to the post-office staff on the 28th of 
every month. We are deeply concerned about this problem, 
and we want to assure you of our unceasing efforts to ensure 
that the magazine reaches every subscriber. We do realise 
that some of the copies get lost in transit. But we attend to 
every complaint and promptly despatch an extra copy of the 
magazine.

We appreciate your informing us when you do not receive 
your copy. We are encouraged to see that you value the 
magazine and are waiting for it eagerly. Please pray with 
us for God’s blessing on this ministry, and specifically that 
the Lord would give us the needed grace and wisdom as we 
work with limited financial and human resources and also 
that the postal staff would cooperate with us in delivering the 
magazines promptly.

Thank you for your support and encouragement.
Light of Life
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Advertisement for the post of  Executive Director, 
Christian Institute of Health Sciences & Research (CIHSR)

Christian Institute of Health Sciences & Research (CIHSR), Dimapur is a separate registered 
entity. It is a Joint Venture of Government of Nagaland, Christian Medical College Vellore, 
& Emmanuel Hospital Association New Delhi India.

CIHSR is a growing 150-bed higher secondary care centre, with the vision to develop 
into a tertiary care and speciality training unit for the North-East. Currently hospital has 
a nursing college and a regional paramedical college. CIHSR is still in the development 
phase where several initiatives are underway including construction of new buildings and 
facilities. 

CIHSR works towards the transformation of the society by providing quality healthcare 
and develop health professionals who can compassionately deliver quality healthcare. 
So as to develop Christ centered leadership in healthcare transforming communities 
through compassion, innovation and excellence.

We are looking for a full-time committed medical leader preferably 45 to 65 years of 
age with a mission focus, with a minimum of 5 years experience at a senior administrative 
level, and preferably having contributed significantly to medical academic initiatives.

In addition s/he should be able to demonstrate a good understanding of the current 
health, socio-political, economic and cultural issues facing India and trends in health care 
and development. And the ability to incarnate Christian values into both personal life 
and work as an inspiration and model to others.

The responsibilities include: 

1. Guiding the overall institution to achieve the purpose for which it was set up to 
develop CIHSR into a tertiary level hospital with several super-specialty services, 
medical post graduate training programs, community outreach and networking with 
local NGO’s and church groups. 

2. Overall management of the hospital, nursing college, paramedical college, 
community health work and the numerous other development projects. 

3. Managing the key stakeholders - The Government of Nagaland, CMC Vellore and 
EHA. Liaising with the Department of Health and Family Welfare. 

4. Enhancing and managing the human resource development plan for the institution. 

5. Networking with local NGOs, church groups and local population  

The successful applicant will be responsible to the Board of CIHSR and will seek to 
innovate, direct, promote and manage the activities of CIHSR, and provide leadership 
.The position is for a term of 5 years and will be based in Dimapur, India and will require 
moderate travelling too. Salary will be commensurate to the post. 

For information on how to apply, please contact searchcommittee.cihsr@gmail.com The 
closing date for application is 31st July- 2015 

You can send your CV to -
Chairperson Search Committee 
Emmanuel Hospital Association

808/92 Deepali Building, Nehru Place, New Delhi- 110019. Phone: 011-30882008/9 



Light of Life 46 JuLy 2015 Light of Life 47 JuLy 2015Light of Life 46 JuLy 2015 Light of Life 47 JuLy 2015

I lived in another place 
many years ago, and 
while there, I had to go 

to the local police station on one 
occasion regarding verification 
for my passport. The inspector 
greeted me cordially enough 
and seated me at his table.

A constable came in with 
a bunch of magazines and 
placed it on his table. “She will 
probably need some more,” he 
said, looking distastefully at the 
pile. “You see, it’s my wife; she 
wants me to keep supplying her 
with all these magazines!” His 
irritation was quite obvious. 
Just then a thin, dishevelled man 
appeared at the door. Bending 
low, he had his hands folded 
in supplication. The inspector 
glowered at him for a few 
seconds and then burst forth 
from his chair in fury and flew at 
the man. He had almost reached 
him with one leg poised for a 
kick when one of the constables 
standing nearby pulled the man 
aside and pressed him down to 
his knees. The inspector scowled 
at the cringing figure for a while 
before returning to his seat. 
“These drunks make life very 

NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY-68

DoN’T PASS IT oN
Oby Cherian

“Who, when He was reviled, reviled not again” (1Pet.2:23).

difficult,” he said, while he took 
up the magazines and plunked 
them forcefully down on the 
table as if to do them harm.

There was no doubt his 
nagging wife had made this man 
angry and he was now passing 
it on to the next available victim. 
I shudder to think what would 
have happened if those boots 
had made contact. I have often 
thought about it. It’s a replay of 
the same familiar story.

The man comes back from the 
office angry; he shouts at his 
wife, who gives it to her son, 
who while going out kicks the 
cat who lets out a yell of surprise 
and pain. I have seen it happen 
often enough, and indeed I have 
been an actor in this game. 

The urge to pass it on is natural 
and pressing. Sure it dissipates 
frustration, but at somebody 
else’s cost. The cause and effect 
can be separated by a good deal 
of time. The classical example is 
ragging. A set of students have 
it tough, and in the following 
year they can’t wait to vent 
their angst on the new batch. 
The same thing can happen in 
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the work place, between bosses 
and subordinates. But it’s called 
by nicer and more respectable 
names, like ‘pecking order’ or ‘line 
of command’. Often, children are 
at the bottom of this chain of rage. 
And it is here they learn violence 
in word and deed. 

So, what do we do when faced 
with undeserved criticism or 
harsh treatment? We can lash 
out in blind anger. When we do, 
the people who sometimes get 
hurt are the ones who happen 
to be around at home – the 
ones closest to us. But there is 
another way; that is the way of 
the cross.

“And whoever does not carry 
their cross and follow Me cannot 
be My disciple” (Lk.14:27).

It was on the cross where 
Christ died that all the suffering 
of the world was tasted and 
drunk down to the dregs. And 
when we refuse to pass it on, 
we join Him there and know the 
fellowship of His suffering. It’s 
difficult, but thinking of the joy 
set before us can make it easier.

“For the joy set before Him, He 
endured the cross” (Heb.12:2).

Dr. Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in the Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, 

Tamilnadu.

BEThANY hoSPITAl, ThANE 
(oWNED & MANAGED BY BEThANY TRUST)

Bethany Hospital is a 125 bedded multi-speciality NABH accredited hospital. It has 
facilities in all the fields of Medicine, General Surgery, Gastroenterology, Paediat-
rics, orthopaedics, ENt, Gynaecology/obstetrics, Nephrology, radiation therapy 
etc. along with fully equipped diagnostic and Pathology centres, state of the art 
ICu, NICu and Hdu units.

   ThE hoSPITAl URGENTlY REQUIRES ThE FolloWING PERSoNNEl:
1. WARD MANAGEMENT EXECUTIVES and oPD EXECUTIVES / SUPERVI-

SoRS: the candidate should be a graduate of any discipline having good com-
munication skills and work experience of minimum 2 years preferably in the 
Hospitality Industry. 

2. hR EXECUTIVE: A graduate of any discipline having a specialization in Hr or 
MBA/PGd HrM. the candidates with work experience of at least 2 years will 
be preferred.

Salary for the above mentioned positions will be commensurate with their qualifications 
and experience. Interested candidates may submit / forward their application with 
detailed resume, their present CtC and expected salary within 10 days to:

head-operations 
BEThANY hoSPITAl PoKhRAN RoAD No 2, ThANE (WEST), MAhARAShTRA, 400610 

 or Mail to: info@bethanyhospital.in
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Today we have more 
channels of communi-
cation than at any time 

in history, but no generation has 
ever struggled with relating to 
one-another as this one does.

Once upon a time...we 
inhabited a different world. 
Communication was very 
simple. If one needed to converse 
with somebody, she just had to 
visit the other’s home or place of 
work. There was, of course, no 
other alternative.

Then things changed a 
little – with the advent of 
the telephone (landline). 
Nevertheless, not everyone had 
a personal telephone. We knew 
the neighbour(s) who had a 
telephone and would go to their 
home when we had to make 
a call. All family and friends 
knew the neighbour’s number 
and would call when they 
needed to. This added another 
dimension to our relationships – 
we would probably chat a little 

WhATSAPP
Cyril Georgeson

With the advent of the smart phone, things have definitely 
become far more complicated.

Word and The World

with the neighbour who had 
the phone every time we went 
to take a call. We would also 
likely share a bit of the reason 
for the call. Relationships were 
strengthened in the process.

Yet, there was a need to create 
a communication hierarchy. A 
gentleman, who formerly was 
a very senior officer in govern-
ment service, had a direct of-
ficial number at a time when it 
was rare to have such a privi-
lege. As expected, he also used 
to have a number of visitors ev-
ery day. He, nevertheless, had 
a communication protocol – he 
would never engage in a con-
versation over the phone when 
a person was present. His ratio-
nale was very simple: “I cannot 
take for granted a person who 
has taken the time and effort to 
come and visit me in person and 
keep him waiting, while attend-
ing to another who has taken 
the easy route of just calling to 
get his/her work done.” Well, 
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it looks like just adding a phone 
into the communication process 
required a formal protocol.

In recent years, we have our 
accessibility greatly enhanced 
with the introduction of the 
cell-phone. But, it seems to have 
made our relating to one-an-
other a bit more challenging. It 
is not rare to see a group gath-
ered together and a few talking 
to others on their cell-phones. 
Thanks to the cell-phone – we 
may be physically present, but 
otherwise absent.

Smart Phones
With the advent 

of the smart phone, 
things have defi-
nitely become far 
more complicated 
– apart from the 
text message and phone calls, it 
has opened up multiple chan-
nels of communication and even 
entertainment. The little device 
in our hands can get us connect-
ed with social media, individual 
or social gaming, and the cyber 
world instantly and anywhere.

Being connected with people 
is very good, but it is leading 
to other issues. Outlook maga-
zine in the 13 April 2015 issue 
had a cover page article titled, 
“Is your smart-phone making 
you stupid?” The article quotes 
Dr. Zakir Hussain, a lecturer on 

psychology at the University of 
Derby, who recently released 
one of the first scientific studies 
in the UK to establish that smart-
phones are addictive. Yes, ‘ad-
dictive’ as in substance abuse, 
etc. Surprised? He says, “Smart-
phones can be psychologically 
rewarding and can reinforce be-
haviour, so we end up doing it 
again.” Using these devices can 
influence mood, taking us from 
an arousing ‘buzz’ or a ‘high’ to 
the paradoxically tranquillizing 
feeling of ‘escape’ or ‘numb-

ness’, he adds.
Then again, so-

cial communi-
cation apps like 
WhatsApp, Viber, 
Facebook/Black-
berry Messenger, 
etc., can be a con-

tinuous distraction. We tend to 
find some gratification when we 
see new unread messages, even 
though they may just be some 
insignificant and frivolous mes-
sage like ‘good morning’. Of 
course, these apps are also used 
to spread rumours and even as a 
means of cyber-bullying. People 
tend to forward anything that 
is sensational, even when they 
have no idea whether it is true.

In the past we loved people 
and used things. For many, this 
has drastically changed – we 
love things and very often use 

In the past we loved 
people and used things.  

For many, this has 
drastically changed – we 

love things and very often 
use people. 
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people. And the cell-phone is 
one of the things we have start-
ed to love because of its abil-
ity to excite the brain’s pleasure 
centre, to outsource memory 
and, most importantly, to be an 
always-available source of dis-
traction/entertainment.

Smart People
Is the cell-phone all that bad? 

Not if we allow it to occupy the 
proper place in our lives. We 
don’t need to capture here the 
advantages of cell phones – the 
manufacturers are doing that 
well enough.

So what is the 
‘proper place’? 
We should in 
some way make 
our mobiles sec-
ondary when we 
are visiting. We 
show friends that 
we value and re-
spect them when we give them 
our undivided attention. Today, 
mobile service providers allow 
us to retrieve the numbers from 
which we missed a call, for a 
nominal sum. This can be wise-
ly used.

We should surely keep our 
phone off when driving. Most 
people think that they are able 
drivers and that they can man-
age both driving and cell-phone 
usage simultaneously. The law 

is only for lesser being and is 
considered nothing but an im-
pediment. But recent research 
is alarmingly showing that the 
percentage of accidents due to 
cell-phone-usage-driving is al-
most the same as that of drunk-
driving. It is prohibited by the 
law of the land, and the Bible 
instructs us to “obey those in 
authority.”

It goes without saying that a 
cell-phone, which is in the ‘on’ 
mode, has no place in a public 
meeting, church or Bible study. 
The ringing sound is not only 

irritating to those 
around, but even 
to the speaker. 
There are some 
who would keep 
their phones in 
the silent mode. 
This may indicate 
that they do not 
intend to give the 

speaker, or the proceedings, 
their undivided attention and 
are willing to be interrupted by 
a call (or sms).

We should use our discretion 
on further situations, where we 
would need to decide on what 
we should do with our cell-
phone. Underlying all these 
situations is also a spiritual 
dimension. We can switch off 
our phones with the confidence 
that God will not allow us to 

It goes without saying that 
a cell-phone, which is in 

the ‘on’ mode, has no place 
in a public meeting, church 
or Bible study. The ringing 
sound is not only irritating 
to those around, but even 

to the speaker.
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miss a call that is of significance 
to us. He is still the God of 
Abraham who remembered him 
and blessed him with a child, the 
God of Joseph who remembered 
him and took him straight from 
the prison to the palace, and the 
God of Israel who remembered 
His people and brought them 
from Egypt to the Promised 
Land. He will surely remember 
you and not allow a switched 
off cell-phone to get in the way 
between you and His best plans 
for you.

Finally, an edited limerick 
from an unknown author:
I wonder what would happen if we 

treated our Bible app 
Like we treat our WhatsApp  

chat app?
What if we flipped to it several 

times a day?

What if we really believed that we 
receive messages from God? 
What if we treated it like we 

couldn’t live without it?
What if we gave it to kids  
to keep themselves busy?  
(Children’s Bible apps?)

What if we used it as we travelled?  
What if we upgraded it to get the 

latest version?
Oh, and one more thing, 

Unlike our cell-phones, we don’t 
ever have to worry 

About our Bible being 
disconnected because Jesus already 

paid the bill!

Cyril Georgeson  
is a commentator  

on social, cultural and  
apologetic trends,  
based in Mumbai.

People should not have to change cultures in order to be Christians.  
Yes, the Christian church is counter-cultural and should never conform  

to what is fashionable. But to have a counter-cultural impact,  
the church must be a part of its community, not separatist.  

Withdrawal from the world around us rules out any  
attempt to be salt and light. If you gather all of the salt  

into the salt mill, it will never function as seasoning,  
but instead loses its purpose.

Melody & Richard Briggs in Living for God
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CRoSSWoRD No. 18
J. Fredric Dawson

Clues Across:

1. “dear children, this is the last hour; and 
as you have heard that the antichrist is 
coming, even now many ……………
have come.” (……….ch.    v.     )

5.  diotrephes was ………. maliciously 
about John and others. (……. v.   &    )

9. “If any one says, ‘I love God’, yet hates his 
brother, is a ……” (……ch.   v.     )

10. “they serve as an example of those 
who …… punishment of eternal life.” 
(………v.    ) 

11 “And this is how we know that he lives in 
…: we know it by the spirit he gives us.” 
(…….. ch.    v.      ) 

1st, 2nd and 3rd Epistles of John, and Jude (New International Version)

Answers received after 25th September 2015 will not be considered.

Send in your answers with Bible references by E-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, 
to reach Light of Life, Post Box 4576, 21 YMCA road, Mumbai 400 008, not later than  
September 25, 2015. Please indicate your name, address and Light of Life Subscription 

Number while sending the answers. – Ed.

1 2 3 4

5 6 7

8 9

10

11 12

13 14

15 16 17

18

NoTE: Since the New International Version (NIV) of the Bible is published by different publishers, there 
are variations in the translations. therefore, we have decided to use the NIV published by Zondervan, 
copyright by International Bible Society, for all the Crossword puzzles. readers attempting the Cross-
word puzzles are requested to note this requirement.

Note: 1. Answers without the Scripture references will not be considered.
 2. Incorrect reference is counted as error, even though the word is correct.

12. “He who has the….. has life.” (……. ch.     
v.     )

15. “Instead, I hope to …..you and talk with 
you face, to face so that our joy may be 
complete.” (……v.      )

17. “If anyone comes to you and does not 
bring this teaching, do not take him 
into your ……. or welcome him.” 
(…………v.      )

18. “Everyone who sins breaks the law; in 
fact sin is ………….” (…… ch.   v.     )

Clues Down:

1. the…..who did not keep their positions 
of authority will be judged on the great 
day. (…...v.  )
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2. “And it is the Spirit who …….., because 
the Spirit is the truth.( ……ch.    v.     )

3. the person who murdered his brother. 
(……… ch.     v.      )

4. “they are clouds without …. blown along 
by the wind.” (………v.       )

6. John’s friend to whom he has written one 
of these letters. (…………v.    )

7. John commends his friend that he is 
faithful in what he is doing to his brothers, 
even though  they are ………… to him. 
(………v.      )

8. “He (Jesus Christ) is the …… God and 
eternal life.” ( …………ch.     v.       )

13. “dear friends, do not imitate what is 
…… but do what is good.” (………… 
v.       )

14. “Everyone who believes that 
Jesus is the Christ is ….. of God.”  
( …………….ch.     v.   ) 

16. “You, dear children, are from God and 
have overcome them, because….. one 
who is in you is greater than … one who 
is in the world.” (…………ch.    v.      )

Answers to Crossword No. 16  hebrews

one error:

1. Jolly Johnson, Vasai, Mah. (down-9 hid 11:23)
2. Neelima Chakravarthy, Hyderabad, telan. (down-5 disciplines 12:10)
3. Sherin Manu George, Goa. (down-7 sins 7:27)
4. S.V.rani Prasanna, Bangalore, Ka. (Across-16 guarantee 7:22)
5. M. ratna Prabhu, Ahmedabad, Guj. (Across-16 guarantee 7:22)
6. Shekhar d. Nadar, Navi Mumbai, Mah. (down-5 disciplines 12:10)
7. Esther Manohar, Kothagudam, telan. (Across-14 Aaron 5:4)
8. Elizabeth J. Varghese, Mumbai, Mah. (Across-16 guarantee 7:22)
9. Jalaja Sulochana, Hyd., telan. (Across-16 guarantee 7:22)

Clues Across:
1. unblemished  (9:14)
6. blameless  (7:26)
8. later (4:8)
9. hyssop  (9:19)
11. eyes (12:1&2)
13. inner (9:7)

1. Arun Joshua Samuel, Mumbai, Mah.
2. Ivor Valentine, Mumbai, Mah.
3. A.Sunderraj, Ambernath (E), Mah.
4. Jalaja Sulochana, Hyderabad, AP.
5. Keren S. Peters, Pune, Mah.
6. A.Sunderraj, Ambernath (E), Mah.
7. dolly Sinha roy, Vadodara, Guj.
8. John A. Lal, Allahabad, uP.
9. Licy oommachan, Bhopal, MP.
10. Justeena Sonal, dharwad, Ka.
11. d. Hillel Johnson, Vellore, tN.
12. d. Alexander, Mumbai, Mah.
13. Y. Imti tzudir, dimapur, Nagaland.
14. J. Basil devasahayam, Madurai, tN.

All correct:
15. Jasmine Christopher, Pune, Mah.
16. Vijayamalar G., Chennai, tN.
17. Elcy Johnas, thane (w), Mah.
18. Josline Charles, Alibag, Mah.
19. w. o. Salins, Mangalore, Ka.
20. G. Susan Abraham, Hyd., telan.
21. I. devanayagam, tirunelveli, tN.
22. Anjali Sahu, Cuttack, odi.
23. C. N. tigga, ranchi, Jharkh.
24. S. Philip, Nasik rd., Mah.
25. Percy Charles, thane (w), Mah.
26. Monica divakar, Solapur, Mah.
27. K. Jayapandiaraj, Vellore, tN. 

14.  Aaron (5:4)
16. guarantee (7:22)

Clues Down: 
1. unbelieving  (3:12)
2. boast (3:6)
3. milk  (ch 5:13)
4. his (1:2)

5. disciplines  (12:10)
7. sins (7:27) 
9. hid  (11:23)
10. spur (10:24)
12. swear  (6:16)
15. age  (11:11)

Congratulations!
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Christians Boycotted In 
Chhattisgarh  

(EFI): In Charama, Kanker, 
four Christian families were 
harassed daily after the village 
head along with the Hindu 
extremists called a meeting 
and publicly boycotted them 
on April 7. The village head 
summoned the four Christian 
families to a public meeting, 
announced that they are outcast 
for following Christ, warned 
to punish anyone who talked 
to them, gave them water and 
sold them goods. “Electricity 
has also been cut off from their 
homes,” area Christian leader, 
Adv. Sonsingh Jhali, said. 

The ongoing incident of boy-
cotting the Christians erupted  
after the Hindu extremists 
stormed the marriage ceremony 
of a Christian, Vishwas Sahu, 
where his sisters and other Chris-
tians were manhandled. The sit-
uation is tense in the area. 

In a similar incident in 
Mokhpal, Dantewada, Hindu 

extremists harassed the Chris-
tians and threatened to destroy 
the church if they continued to 
worship Christ in the area. The 
Hindu extremists maintained 
that the name of Christ should 
not be mentioned in the village 
and anyone who continued to 
go to church will be banished, 
socially boycotted and that their 
agricultural lands will also be 
captured. 

Pastors Beaten Up In Bihar 
(EFI): Hindu extremists 

stopped an open air preach-
ing of pastors, accused them of 
forceful conversion and beat 
them up on April 10 in Hisua, 
Nawada. The Pastors, O.M 
Matthew, Ram Bali and Arun 
Kumar, were preaching on the 
road when about 100 Hindu 
extremists came and beat them 
up. At about 10:30 a.m., the area 
Development Officer along with 
the police officials arrived at the 
spot and took the three pastors 
to the police station. After the 
intervention of the Christian 
leaders of the area, the pastors 
were released at about 2 a.m. 
the next day without filing any 
charges against them.

Pastor Detained  In Telangana
(EFI): Police detained a 

pastor after Hindu extremists 
allegedly from the Rashtriya 
Swamyamsevak Sangh and the 
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Vishwa Hindu Parishad beat 
him up on April 19 in Muccherla 
Pally, Mahabubnagar. At about 
3 p.m, Pastor Shalem Raj of 
Hebron Church was distributing 
Gospel tracts when the 
extremists charged in, accused 
him of forceful conversion and 
beat him up. 

The extremists thereafter took 
the pastor to the police station 
where he was detained for more 
than nine hours. He was released 
at midnight on the condition that 
he reports at the police station 
the next morning. “There was no 
forceful conversion as the pastor 
was handing out the tracts only 
to those who wanted to take it,” 
area church leader, Rev. Sunder 
Paul, said. 

Following the incident, about 
150 Christians staged a protest 
against the incident near the 
local police station.

Christians Assaulted In 
Pakistan 

(TOI, May 26, 2015, Lahore): 
A mob rampaged through a 
Christian locality in Lahore 
and attempted to torch a 
church after looting several 
houses following reports that 
a Christian man had allegedly 
committed blasphemy. The mob 
vandalised thickly populated 
Sanda locality in the city on 
Sunday, after police arrested a 

Christian man, Humayun Faisal 
Masih, under the blasphemy 
law on a complaint.

On the reports that police 
have arrested a suspected 
blasphemer, a number of people 
gathered outside the Ravi Road 
police station and demanded 
that he accused be handed over 
to them. The police, however, 
refused and dispersed the mob 
which then headed to Masih’s 
house in Sanda and looted 
his house and several other 
Christian houses.

“The Christians left their 
houses on the information that 
the mob was heading towards 
them. The mob looted several 
houses and torched the furniture 
and other household items after 
placing them on the road. It also 
tried to torch a church in the 
locality,” Christian leader Aslam 
Pervaiz Sahotra said. He alleged 
that police reached the spot 
late. Lahore senior police officer 
Haider Ashraf told reporters 
that the crowd was enraged and 
wanted to torch a church, but 
police controlled them.

Vigil For Persecuted 
Christians

(Internet, Mumbai, May 13, 
2015):

The Churches of Asia will join 
the vigil of prayer for persecuted 
Christians, organised on the eve 
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of Pentecost. As president of the 
Federation of Asian Bishops’ 
Conferences (FABC), Cardinal 
Oswald Gracias, archbishop 
of Mumbai, spoke about the 
meaning of the vigil and the role 
that the Catholic Church has on 
the continent. 

“Asia is a vast region with 
many cultures and religious tra-
ditions, of varied and complex 
socio- political-economic con-
texts. There are some countries 
with different ideologies and 
some with different political 
systems.

“The Church is always  
mindful of the conditions of the 
people in the society. While there 
is tension in some places where 
the church is working, countries 
should realise that the church 
is always working for the good 
of the people, selflessly build-
ing up the community, society 
and nation. However, since we 
have different perspectives, of-
ten it appears as if the Church 
is in confrontation. The Catholic 

Church is witnessing to the val-
ues of God’s Kingdom through 
her presence, solidarity with the 
poor, the suffering poor, margin-
alised, deprived, and voiceless 
in the society. In Asia there is a 
big divide between the rich and 
the poor and when this becomes 
a system where the gap cannot 
be shortened, the church must 
intervene and work for the rural 
economies where it is not profit 
driven. The Asian churches con-
tinue, even in the midst of perse-
cutions, to give this witness.”

Christianity In The U.S.
(TOI May, 2015): The US is 

becoming a little less Christian 
and a little more unaffiliated 
to any faith, a major study on 
the nation’s changing religious 
landscape suggested. “The US 
remains home to more Chris-
tians than any other country 
in the world,” with 70.6% of 
its population, or 173 million 
adults, identifying as Christian 
last year, the Pew Research Cen-
tre said.

But that figure is down from 
2007 when 78.4% called them-
selves Christian, Pew said in its 
200-page study, titled America’s 
Changing Religious Landscape.  
The decline is seen across many 
segments of American society, 
including whites, Latinos, wom-
en, men and those with or with-
out college education.
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But it is particularly marked 
among younger Americans, 
and concerns Roman Catholics 
as much as mainstream Protes-
tants. While Protestants in 2007 
accounted for 51.3% of Ameri-
cans with religious affiliation, 
that slipped to 46.5% in 2014, 
with 62 million Evangelicals 
and another 36 million belong-
ing to mainstream Protestant 
denominations. Roman Catho-
lics, who in September will wel-
come Pope Francis on his first 
papal visit to the US, number 
51 million, down three million 
from 2007. At the same time, the 
proportion of Americans claim-
ing no religious affiliation – the 
so-called ‘nones’ – has grown 
from 16.1% to 22.8%. 

Christians In Politics 
(Internet, May 15, 2015): 

Rev. Franklin Graham said in 
a recent interview that when it 
comes to the American political 
system, he has no faith in the 
Democratic Party, Republican 
Party or the Tea Party. Instead, 
he called on Christians to go out 
and vote and run for office in 
the upcoming 2016 elections. He 
added that he is not endorsing 
anyone in the 2016 elections, 
but urged Christians to run 
for office. His remarks echo an 
earlier statement he made in 
April, when he said he doesn’t 
believe either Democrats or 

Republicans will be able to fix 
America’s problems. “At 62 
years of age, I’ve lived long 
enough to learn that neither the 
Democrats nor the Republicans 
can turn this country around; no 
political party or politician is the 
answer. The only hope for this 
country is Almighty God and 
His Son Jesus Christ,” Graham 
said.

He also revealed that he will 
be traveling in 2016 to all 50 U.S. 
States to rally Christians to get 
involved in political elections. 
“I want to challenge Christians 
to boldly live out their faith 
and to pray for our nation and 
its leaders. I want to encourage 
Christians to get out and vote, 
and to cast their ballots for 
candidates who uphold biblical 
principles,” the evangelical 
preacher explained.

“I want to strongly urge 
Christians to run for public 
office at every level — local, 
state, and federal. We will 
not be endorsing any political 
candidates, but I will be 
proclaiming the truth of God’s 
Gospel in every State.”

Graham also discussed the 
topic of same-sex marriage in 
his interview, and suggested 
it was the will of judges rather 
than the opinions of the people 
that are pushing for the practice 
to be legalised.



Light of Life 60 JuLy 2015 Light of Life 61 JuLy 2015Light of Life 60 JuLy 2015 Light of Life 61 JuLy 2015

Graham has been urging 
Americans to pray each day for 
one of the nine Supreme Court 
justices. The highest court in the 
land is getting ready to rule on 
whether to allow gay marriages 
to continue to be decided on 
a State-level, or whether the 
Constitution requires they be 
legalised everywhere.

Irealand Legalises Gay 
Marriage

(TOI, 24.5.2015): Ireland be-
came the first country in the 
world to legalise same-sex mar-
riage through popular vote – 22 
years after it legalised homo-
sexuality – with over 62% of an 
unprecedented voter turnout of 
3.2 million people pressing the 
‘yes’ button. 

“Being of the same sex will 
no longer be an impediment to 
marriage. Existing civil partners 
may marry each other,” the gov-
ernment said. “Religious solem-
nisers will not be obliged to sol-
emnise the marriage of a couple 
of the same sex.”

“The parties to a marriage 
will declare they accept each 
other as “husband and wife” 
or as “spouses of each other.” 
Several laws will be amended 
to replace ‘husband’ and ‘wife’ 
with ‘spouse’.

“Failure Of Humanity”
(TOI, 28.5.2015): The Irish 

vote to allow same-sex marriage 
was a “defeat for humanity,” a 
senior Vatican official has said 
in the first high-level reaction 
from the Holy See to last week’s 
referendum. “Not a defeat for 
Christian principles, it was a 
defeat for humanity,” Vatican 
secretary of state Cardinal 
Pietro Parolin said in comments 
quoted by Vatican Radio on 
Tuesday. “I was very saddened 
by this result.”

Parolin, Pope Francis’ most 
senior Vatican official, added 
that the referendum result 
showed the church needed to 
improve the ways it preached 
the Christian message. “The 
church must take account of 
this reality, but in the sense of 
reinforcing its commitment to 
evangelisation,” he said. The 
comments by the Italian-born 
cardinal, a veteran Vatican dip-
lomat, underlined the shock 
created by the landslide vote in 
traditionally Catholic Ireland to 
allow homosexuals to marry.

After the vote, Dublin Arch-
bishop Diarmuid Martin told Ire-
land’s RTE radio that “the church 
needs to do a reality check.”
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