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LETTERS

YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 
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Some Way To Go

i found the article on ‘Christians 
and Counselling’ in the latest 
issue of Light of Life of great value 
and it is very timely. however, as 
you have also pointed out, there 
is some way to go. Some time ago, 
i had counselling needs both for 
myself and separately for a girl 
from my church. i approached 
a few well known counselling 
ministries we all know. the 
response was that their main 
thrust was on training lay people 
to be counsellors and their 
own pool of counsellors who 
actually counselled was small. 
as all these ministries have been 
around for a while, i asked for 
a list of people trained whom i 
could approach. a rather short 
list was provided, and when i 
approached them, i realised that 
no one was actually practising 
counselling professionally and 
if it was a country these things 
were looked at, these training 
would have amounted to nothing. 
Eventually the Lord helped first 
through a Canadian couple who 
were in the country for some 
other ministry but who had the 
training, and after they left the 
country, through a secular clinical 
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psychologist. So my question and 
feedback is that it is not enough to 
train people every year and add 
up numbers. it is also important 
to track as to how many Christian 
counsellors take this extremely 
important ministry seriously 
and practice this as an authentic 
ministry. if when there is a need 
it is finally secular counsellors 
one can turn to, what impact is 
Christian counselling (training) 
really having?

i would be happy if Light of 
Life initiates a discussion on 
this matter and possibly other 

matters too as relevant. Do give it 
a thought.

Shantanu Dutta, New Delhi

Jacob Ninan responds:

as you know, Christian 
counselling is a god-given 
ministry which some are called 
for. So, not everyone who gets 
trained continues with taking 
it up in a professional manner. 
of course, there is a growing 
need for more committed 
counsellors all over the country. 
other readers may also wish to 
comment.

NEW INDEPENDENT HOUSE IN CHENNaI FOR SaLE

PURASAWALKAM
nr Shopping area, quiet green ambience, south facing land 1600sft,  
b/up 3600 sft stilt +2, each 1200 sft, 2BHK, balconies Mod. kitchen,  
wood work, 6 Car Park, Good bore & Metrowater, Rs. 6 Crores nego.  

Genuine buyers

Strictly no Brokers

Ct: james.b.ragland@gmail.com



6Light of Life January 2019

Editorial

NO TRANSFORMATION  
WITHOUT CONVERSION

religious conversion 
is a touchy subject in 
our country, when it is 

looked upon as moving from one 
religion to another, especially 
as a result of force or coercion. 
the Constitution of india has no 
problem with religions practising 
their own individual faith or 
even propagating it. a few States 
have promulgated equivalents 
of ‘freedom of religion’ acts, 
ostentatiously to prevent forceful 
or coercive acts to change people’s 
religion. however, in many places, 
in practice, it seems to be targeted 
at Christians trying to share their 
faith with others, without any 
attempt to examine whether 
‘conversions’ have indeed been 
forced or coerced.

to understand the Biblical 
meaning of conversion, we can 
look at Psalm 51:13, “then i will 
teach transgressors your ways, 
and sinners will be converted 
to you.” it is when we come to 

recognise the standards of god for 
our lives, become convicted that 
we have fallen terribly short of 
them, confess our transgressions 
to him and then turn to him 
for forgiveness and restoration 
that we become converted. an 
integral part of this restoration 
is when god gives us a mind that 
does not want to sin any more 
(ezek.36:25-27).

Conversion is a supernatural 
work of god in a man’s heart that 
changes every aspect of his life. 
“Conversion is a deep work – a 
heart work. it goes throughout 
the man, throughout the mind, 
throughout the members, 
throughout the entire life” (Joseph 
alleine). it is an undeserved 
favour shown by god to man, 
which any man can receive freely 
if he would only approach god in 
repentance and faith (eph.2:8,9).

i believe, large numbers of 
people have been misguided 
when preachers have tried to 
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Editorial
simplify the presentation of the 
gospel. in many cases they seem 
to have left out the need to repent 
from one’s sins and also the 
dependence on the work god has 
to do in one’s life by which one 
gets converted. as a result, many 
people’s ‘conversion’ remains 
just a notion in their mind rather 
than a reality that has changed 
their lives. they think they have 
come to faith in Christ though 
their lives do not show any fruit 
to bear that out.

it is obvious that many 
‘evangelists’ are preaching a false 
gospel – they offer a 
free entry into heaven, 
escape from trouble, 
prosperity, health and 
blessing if only people 
come to Jesus, without 
any true conversion! 
the result of this false preaching 
is that many ‘come to Christ’ and 
assume that they have become 
‘Christians’ and children of god. 
But the question is, have they 
really passed from death to 
life (Jn.5:24), darkness to light 
(1Pet.2:9) and from the dominion 
of Satan to the lordship of Christ 
(acts.26:18)?

“in what way, or by what man-
ner of working god changes a 
soul from evil to good – how he 
impregnates the barren rock with 
priceless gems and gold – is, to 
the human mind, an impenetra-

ble mystery” (Samuel Coleridge). 
Churches have a lot of people in-
side them who have never been 
properly converted! Many have 
just assumed they are Christians 
because they are from a ‘Chris-
tian’ family or are members of a 
church. Many have acknowledged 
the facts that Jesus the Son of god 
came to earth as a Man, was cruci-
fied for the sins of the world and 
was raised up. Since this belief 
sets them apart from others who 
do not believe this, they assume 
that they are Christians. Some of 
them even go to seminaries and 

become pastors and 
teachers who spread 
this knowledge. Some 
others have experi-
enced something su-
pernatural in their 
lives as an answer 
to prayer – healing, 

miraculous resolution of their 
problems, etc. – and as a result 
they have chosen to follow Jesus, 
even forsaking their previous 
gods. unfortunately, without a 
proper conversion in one’s heart 
and mind – without being born 
again (Jn.3:3,5), without Christ 
taking over the ownership over 
their lives – none of these people 
has actually become a Christian 
in god’s eyes, and they are all 
actually outside the kingdom of 
god even when they are physi-
cally inside ‘churches’. this is like 
the man, who was sitting with-

Conversion is a 
supernatural work of 
God in a man’s heart 
that changes every 
aspect of his life. 
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out a wedding dress at the wed-
ding feast the king gave for his 
son, who got thrown out in the 
end (Matt.22:11-13). on earth, 
such people continue to sit in the 
church and may even be leaders, 
but one day everyone’s number 
will come up before god.

“We should think of conversion, 
not as the acceptance of a 
particular creed, but 
as a change of heart” 
(helen Keller). the 
sad thing is that, 
without this proper 
conversion, we cannot 
have a father-child 
relationship with 
god and we cannot 
become transformed 
into the likeness of 
his only begotten 
Son (rom.8:29). if this born-
again experience was not really 
necessary, god could have just 
sent more prophets and teachers 
who would tell us which laws to 
follow to become acceptable to 
god. But we cannot experience 
this transformation in our lives 
without the ‘seed of god’ being 
placed inside us (1Jn.3:8,9). 
that is what happens when we 
are born again. that is when we 
get a 180 degree change in the 
direction of our heart, as we turn 
from sin to righteousness. god 
describes this as replacing our 
stony heart (hardened by sin) 

with a new heart – a heart of 
flesh (pliable and supple enough 
to mould), putting his Spirit in 
us and enabling us to walk in his 
ways (ezek.36:25-27). how can 
anyone ‘become more and more 
like Jesus’ apart from this starting 
point?

What happens among Christians 
when emphasis is not placed 

on ensuring proper 
conversion of people 
– in Christian homes, 
Sunday schools, 
churches, Christian 
organisations – and 
we are taken up with 
doctrines, rules and 
regulations, outreach, 
social concerns, 
programmes and 
projects, organisations 

and infrastructure, etc.? there is 
no real transformation of lives, 
and even when change seems 
to come, it is temporary. on the 
contrary, there are all kinds of 
problems developing among 
these people just as among those 
who have not known the Saviour. 
in the end, we stand and watch 
our sincere and earnest efforts 
producing only little or transient 
results.

“Conversion may occur in an 
instant, but the process of coming 
from sinfulness into a new life can 
be a long and arduous journey” 
(Charles Colson). Conversion is 

The sad thing is that, 
without this proper 

conversion, we cannot 
have a Father-child 

relationship with God 
and we cannot become 

transformed into the 
likeness of His only 

begotten Son
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Jacob Ninan 

god’s way of initiating the path of 
restoration to the individual and 
to humanity. the individual has 
to acknowledge his sinfulness 
and receive forgiveness and 
transformation of life. to expect 
that this can be accomplished 
merely by reforming man’s 
doctrines and behaviour, and 
overlook the supernatural 
element that god needs to work 
in our lives, is to miss the whole 
point. and then to expect great 
results is nothing but folly.

a man who has been merely 
‘converted’ from one religion 
to another can adapt himself 
to the new lingo and practices 

quickly. it may look as if he has 
been assimilated to the new 
religion and its people. But what 
is important is to see if there is a 
change in heart – from a sinful life 
to a holy life. Without that, there 
is no real conversion. But when 
there is a genuine conversion 
of the heart, it comes from a 
conviction in the heart and mind. 
that is what is needed for people 
and for society.



10Light of Life January 2019



11Light of Life January 2019

ARE YOU A FRIEND OR 
ENEMY OF YOURSELF?

Our approach to the Lord and people depends on whether we 
are with or away from the Lord.

T. A. PRABhU KIRAN

Whether others un-
derstand our  words 
and deeds or not, we 

should be able to understand 
them. When we run into prob-
lems, before blaming others, we 
should introspect to see if we are 
in any way responsible for them. 

aspiring for too much in life 
and adopting even wrong means 
to get them is the reason why 
Jacob landed in deep troubles. 
Jacob had grabbed the birth right 
and the blessings belonging to 
his elder brother, esau, cunningly 
and made him his worst enemy. 
in order to escape esau’s wrath, 
he had to flee from his home 
to Paddan-aram to take shelter 
under his mother’s elder brother, 
Laban. interestingly, Jacob the 
‘trickster’ is sent by the Lord to 
the home of Laban, the ‘master 
trickster’, to learn certain valuable 
lessons in life! Laban tricked Jacob 
into marrying Leah, his semi blind 
daughter, after actually promising 
to give the more beautiful rachel 
to be his bride, for whose sake 
Jacob had worked hard for seven 

years, tending to Laban’s flocks. 
Laban asked Jacob to work for 
seven more years before he gave 
rachel as his wife. Jacob had to 
toil as a shepherd for fourteen 
years in all for his two wives. 

But even after all this, the fact 
is that Jacob did not learn the 
lessons to mend his ways. he 
continued his ‘cunning methods’ 
even in shepherding. he became 
wealthy beyond his means by 
manipulating and cheating his 
father-in-law Laban and his sons. 
thereby, he got as a bonus the 
enmity of his brothers-in-law, who 
became envious of his growing 
prosperity. he now has new 
names added to the list of enemies 
crying for his blood. to escape 
from their fury, he chose to return 
to his birthplace in Canaan with 
his family and all the wealth. But 
his in-laws started to chase him. 
Jacob was primarily scared that 
his brother esau, still raging with 
vengeance, might encounter him 
and annihilate him and his family 
on the way. With the proverbial 
‘devil and deep sea’ situation 
around and in the wilderness, 
where there was no one to advise, 
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help or comfort, Jacob became a 
loner! in his loneliness, with no 
solution in sight for his plight, 
Jacob decided to seek the Lord, 
knowing little that his encounter 
with god was going to be a major 
turning point in life. the Lord 
was watching over him all the 
time. But Jacob, the trickster, 
mired in his own machinations 
and manipulations, had neither 
the time nor inclination to look 
at the Lord. the Lord 
had seen him and 
knew all about him. 
Seeing his tenacity 
to have his way in 
anything he wanted, 
the Lord already had 
his golden plans in 
place to use Jacob’s 
family, the branch of abraham as 
a means to bring forth his Son 
Jesus Christ as Saviour into the 
world. in his loneliness, Jacob 
wrestled in prayer with the Lord 
the whole night on the banks of 
river Jabbok, seeking his favour 
and pleading before god that he 
would not leave him until he was 
blessed. And the Lord then and 
there blessed him (gen.32:29)! 
the Lord changed his name from 
Jacob (the deceiver) to israel 
(the wrestler) and we call Jacob’s 
children the israelites today.

all these days, Jacob was scared 
of his external enemies without 
knowing that his biggest and the 
most dreadful enemy was himself 

who was within, the root cause of 
his problems. even as Jacob was 
wrestling with the angel of god, 
the real wrestling was taking 
place within himself and Jacob 
emerged victorious in defeating 
his internal enemy utterly. on 
the day we realise our internal 
enemy, know what and who we 
are actually, and how to overcome 
him, our journey towards the 
real blessings and victory will 

begin. to know how 
a car works, we need 
to read the manual of 
the car prepared by 
its manufacturer. to 
know who and what 
we are, we need to go 
to god, our Creator, 
for help. When we are 

in trouble, there will be many to 
advise us but none of them may 
come forward to help. But in 
times of crisis and confusion, the 
Lord is not only our counsellor 
but our helper too. Jacob in his 
crisis had neither advisers nor 
helpers in the wilderness and he 
was all alone. But his loneliness 
was a blessing in disguise. his 
loneliness had driven him to the 
feet of the Lord, who is our refuge 
ultimately. Before his encounter 
with the Lord, Jacob was just a 
ladder climber, climbing up by 
trampling anyone who came on 
his way. But that night, at the feet 
of the Lord, Jacob realised the 
enormity of blessings and the 

On the day we realise 
our internal enemy, 
know what and who 
we are actually, and 

how to overcome him, 
our journey towards 
the real blessings and 

victory will begin. 
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overwhelming sense of comfort 
that has transformed him into 
a new creation. it is only at the 
feet of the Lord that he realised 
how dangerous the enemy who 
was within him was, rather than 
his external enemies. We have 
a choice before us to be the 
best friend or the worst enemy 
of ourselves. if we are the best 
friend to ourselves, the world is 
full of friends to us. if we are an 
enemy to ourselves, we see only 
enemies all around and we go on 
making new enemies each day. 
our approach to the Lord and to 

the people around us depends on 
whether we are with the Lord or 
away from the Lord. Jacob learnt 
this valuable spiritual lesson that 
night on the banks of river Jabbok, 
at the feet of the Lord, the most 
coveted and the most comforting 
place in the universe.

T. A. Prabhu Kiran  
is a journalist-turned-

evangelist, based in 
Hyderabad. He is also a 

Bible teacher, conference 
speaker and writer. 

MATRIMONIAL
Groom Wanted

A Christian woman, 41 years working in a Government College, Ph.d, Assistant Professor, 
looking for an alliance who must be born again, God fearing and educated. Contact us through 
e-mail archnamarina@gmail.com or call on 8821016148, 9770006695, 9340080319. 
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a great teacher was once 
asked by a student, why 
god did not choose and 

use more leaders from among 
great and influential men. His 
wise answer was that god uses 
the best he can get. god is not 
hindered in his workings by 
the limitations of men, if those 
men are fully committed to him 
and his will. god has repeatedly 
confounded the wise and mighty 
of this world with his humanly 
limited, but fully consecrated and 
faithful servants. he has mightily 
used an ordinary shepherd boy 
like David, a common fisherman 
like Peter, a humble miner such 
as evan roberts, an ignorant 
shoe clerk such as D. L. Moody, a 
cobbler like William Carey who 
came to be known as the father 
of modern missions, to mention 
only a few. But he has not limited 
himself to humbler members of 
the society. remember that he 
has used statesmen like Moses, 
the learned rabbi Paul, the great 
reformer Luther, the eminent 
theologian Calvin, and the learned 
evangelist Wesley. god has a place 

FOOLIShNESS OF  
ThE GOSPEL

It is high time we understand the message of God’s word and 
engage in the spiritual growth of believers.

P. ABRAhAM in his church and service for all 
who will enter on his terms and 
serve according to his will. all 
true believers are citizens of that 
kingdom with equal privileges 
and opportunities. though all 
do not have equal talents and 
opportunities, all are equal in 
Christ. 

Paul humbly, confidently and 
courageously proclaimed the 
simple and powerful gospel, 
the account of Christ’s death on 
the cross for the redemption of 
man, and his resurrection, in 
spite of the severe persecution 
he encountered at different 
places during his missionary 
journeys. the simple, direct, oral, 
person to person proclamation 
of this ‘foolish’ gospel has never 
been supplanted by a better 
method. god has ordained the 
simple preaching of the gospel 
(1tim.2:7), which is primary; all 
other methods are secondary.

True Wisdom

the gospel which Paul preached 
is the revelation of the divine, and 
hence true wisdom of the omni-
scient god. natural man with his 
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human wisdom cannot under-
stand spiritual things. it can be 
received only by those who have 
the Spirit of god. Paul talks about 
the wisdom of the rul-
ers of this world. as 
the ages pass, so will 
their wisdom be nulli-
fied with their demise. 
the gospel, the revela-
tion of god in his Son 
Jesus Christ, is man’s 
beginning, develop-
ment, hope, affections, beliefs, 
accomplishments, aims, aspira-
tions and genius. the humanity 
of Christ makes it possible for a 
believing finite man to know god. 
the divinity of Christ makes it im-
possible for believing man ever 
to fully comprehend god. thus, 
the gospel is the proclamation 
of the mystery of the true wis-
dom of god. only as the believer 
grows and matures in Christ, he 
becomes capable of progressively 
receiving god’s revealed mystery.

the members of the various fac-
tions in the church at Corinth were 
professing Christians: Paul shows 
that those who claim to be ‘born 
again’ believers can be spiritual, 
or even carnal. their blind de-
votion to human leaders robbed 
them of their higher devotion to 
Christ. Consequently, their spiri-
tual sensibilities and faith were 
dulled, and their vision dimmed 
and blurred. they were blinded 

(rom.11:7;2Cor.3:14;1Jn.2:11). 
instead of being mature  Chris-
tians, they were only stunted 
babes, spiritually (1Cor.3:1-3). 

the Corinthian babes 
in Christ were neces-
sarily fed with the milk 
of the word and not 
with solid food. they 
required nurture and 
time for growth.

Natural Man

Paul contrasts the natural man 
with the spiritual. the natural 
man does not have the spirit 
of god. Believers who are led 
by god’s Spirit are designated 
spiritual. Both have the same 
natural endowments, the same 
native abilities, the same potential 
and capacities for good and bad. 
The difference is simply that the 
spiritual man has been touched, 
awakened, reborn and energised 
by the dynamic Spirit of god. 
the natural man is incapable of 
receiving and, consequently, of 
understanding the higher and 
richer values of the spiritual 
realm. the entry of god’s Spirit 
into the life of the natural man 
awakens, illuminates, transforms 
and spiritually energises him  
(eph.5:14,15;rom.8:11;2Cor.5:1
7). The natural man is disqualified 
to judge the spiritual.

human ears cannot hear high 
frequency radio waves. Deaf 

Natural man with his 
human wisdom cannot 

understand spiritual 
things. It can be 

received only by those 
who have the Spirit of 

God.
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men are unable to judge music. 
Blind men cannot enjoy beautiful 
scenery. Similarly, the unsaved 
people are incompetent to judge 
spiritual things; this would be 
as impossible as for a blind man 
to judge colours. he can only 
judge that which is within his 
frame of reference. this is a very 
important practical truth. this is 
why often Christians are enigmas 
to worldly people, and even to 
carnally minded Christians. 

When it comes to spiritual 
things, we do not need man’s 
wisdom or power because we 
have Christ. he is our redemption, 
our righteousness, our wisdom, 
our everything. to add anything 
to Christ or his cross 
is to diminish him 
and his work, and rob 
them of their power. 
When Christians start 
depending on, trusting 
in and glorifying man, 
they cause divisions, 
robbing the church of its power. 
it is not necessary to be a great 
speaker with a large vocabulary 
to share the Gospel effectively. 
nor is it necessary to sugar-coat 
the gospel to make it sound more 
acceptable. the persuasive power 
is in the story, not in the one who 
tells the story.

there were not many mighty 
people in the church at Corinth, 
not many nobles, or worldly wise 

people. But god still saved them! 
Paul says: “the foolishness of god 
is wiser than men” (1Cor.1:25-
28). in fact, god deliberately 
hides his truth from the wise 
and prudent, and reveals himself 
to the humble. god called the 
nobodies of history, making great 
leaders out of them – abraham, 
Moses, gideon, David, etc.

True Wisdom

Many Jews considered the good 
news of Jesus Christ to be foolish, 
because they thought that the 
Messiah would be a conquering 
king, accomplishing signs 
and miracles. the greeks also 
considered the gospel foolish 

as they did not see in 
Jesus the powerful 
characteristics of 
their mythological 
gods. the good news 
of Jesus Christ still 
sounds foolish to 
many since our society 

worships power, influence and 
wealth. Jesus came as a humble 
poor servant, and He offers His 
kingdom to those who have faith, 
not to all those who do all kinds 
of good deeds, to try to earn his 
gifts. this looks foolish to the 
world. But Christ is our power, 
the only way we can be saved. 
Knowing Christ personally is 
the greatest wisdom anyone can 
have. the ‘foolish’ people, who 
simply accepts Christ’s death 

When Christians start 
depending on, trusting 
in and glorifying man, 
they cause divisions, 
robbing the church of 

its power.
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and resurrection are actually the 
wisest of all, because they alone 
will live with god eternally. no 
amount of human knowledge can 
replace or bypass the wisdom of 
Christ’s work on the cross. if it 
could, Christ would be accessible 
only to the intellectually gifted 
and well educated, and not to 
ordinary people.

the inadequacy of worldly 
wisdom can be seen also from 
the Bible. Jesus commended a 
child-like spirit. he said, “i praise 
you, father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, because you have hidden 
these things from the wise and 
the learned, and revealed these 
to little children. yes, father, for 
this was your good pleasure” 
(Matt.11:25,26). a stronger point 
in this matter came from Paul: 
“not many of you were wise by 
human standards, not many were 
influential, not many of noble 
birth. But god chose the foolish 
things of the world to shame the 
wise. god chose the weak things 
of the world to shame the strong. 
he chose the lowly things of this 
world and the despised things 
– and the things that are not – 
to nullify the things that are” 
(1Cor.1:26-28). 

the force of such passages has 
often been a snare to faith. the 
commitment to a ‘priesthood of 
believers’ seemed to undercut 
the need for intellectual experts 

in the church. Belief in the activity 
of the holy Spirit seemed to deny 
the need for specific efforts in 
learning. it was argued that if 
‘Bible alone’ is enough, what the 
need for learning was when a 
person had the inner testimony 
of the holy Spirit? reformation 
thus came to be seen as an anti-
intellectual movement.

Glory Of God

the world of learning is a 
treacherous place. Pride of 
intellectual accomplishment is 
a real threat to humble faith. 
intellectuals are often tempted 
to trust in their own wisdom 
as a substitute for trusting in 
the foolishness of the gospel. 
Paul ended his message saying 
“no one may boast before him” 
(1Cor.1:29). he exhorted the 
Corinthians to recognise that 
the ultimate ‘wisdom of god’ 
was found in Christ (v.30) and 
urged them to rather ‘boast in the 
Lord’ (v.31). Parents who boast 
in their children, executives who 
boast in their corporate houses, 
farmers who boast in their 
harvests, politicians who boast 
in their nations, are all called to 
subordinate their affections to 
the absolute glory that belongs 
to god alone. the message of 
the cross has been created and 
explained by the God of infinite 
wisdom and cannot in any way be 
made better or more palatable. 
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the sovereign Christ can be 
exalted by our humble efforts in 
every legitimate sphere of human 
life.

the spiritually poor occupants 
of millionaire mansions know 
nothing of this wisdom. these 
people assume that life exists 
to provide opportunities for 
pleasure, self-expression and the 
increase of comfort. it is possible 
for Christians to think that the 
world in which we move is just 
an unreal shadow preparing the 
way for our home beyond the 
skies. We should accept life in 
this world as a gift from god, to 
live, understanding the purpose 
of our existence and leading 
to a deeper understanding of 
god. this requires dedicated 
and persistent spiritual vitality. 
god chooses people with less 
education because they are more 
aware of their need for god. he 
looks for humble hearts. for 
those of us who have “tasted that 
the Lord is gracious” (1Pet.2:3), it 
would be really foolish if we gave 
all our time and strength to other 
things, to the neglect of diligent 
searching of Scripture to obtain a 
fuller knowledge of god. 

report of an incident, which 
i read some time back, comes 
to mind. in a church, one of the 
members expressed a strong 
desire for revival in which 
sinners would be converted. a 
wise woman, who was sorry for 
the lack of spiritual development 
among the members of the 
church, stood up and said: 
“What shall we do with the 
converts? We have no place for 
them. the cradles are all full.” 
the case was the same in the 
church at Corinth. even after 
twenty centuries, the situation 
is the same in our churches. our 
pastors and teachers are always 
busy, engaged in the upkeep 
of the cradles and filling the 
feeding bottles with baby food! 
it is high time we understand the 
wholesome message of the word 
of god and engage in the spiritual 
growth of the believers, to make 
them mature Christians.

P. Abraham 
is the former Managing 

Editor of Light of Life 
magazine and author of 

several books 
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your prayers for God’s  anointing, blessings, provisions and guidance. Thank you.
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the concept of spirituality 
varies among different 
Christian groups. in some 

circles the highly vocal person 
who talks religion continually 
is thought to be very spiritual; 
others accept noisy exuberance 
as a mark of spirituality, and in 
some churches the man who prays 
first, longest and loudest gets a 
reputation for being the most 
spiritual man in the assembly.

now a vigorous 
testimony, frequent 
prayers and loud 
praise may be entirely 
consistent with spiri-
tuality, but it is impor-
tant that we understand that they 
do not in themselves constitute it 
nor prove that it is present.

true spirituality manifests 
itself in certain dominant 
desires. these are ever-present, 
deep-settled wants sufficiently 
powerful to motivate and control 
the life. for convenience, let me 
number them, though i make no 
effort to decide the order of their 
importance.

MARKS OF ThE  
SPIRITUAL MAN

No man can become spiritual by himself but only by the Spirit.

A. W. TOZER 1. first is the desire to be holy 
rather than happy. the yearning 
after happiness found so widely 
among Christians professing a 
superior degree of sanctity is 
sufficient proof that such sanctity 
is not indeed present. the truly 
spiritual man knows that god 
will give abundance of joy after 
we have become able to receive 
it without injury to our souls, but 
he does not demand it at once. 
John Wesley said of the members 

of one of the early 
Methodist societies 
that he doubted that 
they had been made 
perfect in love because 
they came to church to 
enjoy religion instead 

of to learn how they could become 
holy.

2. a man may be considered 
spiritual when he wants to see the 
honour of god advanced through 
his life even if it means that he 
himself must suffer temporary 
dishonour or loss. Such a man 
prays “hallowed be thy name,” 
and silently adds, “at any cost 
to me, Lord.” he lives for god’s 
honour by a kind of spiritual 
reflex. Every choice involving the 

True spirituality 
manifests itself in 
certain dominant 

desires.
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glory of god is for him already 
made before it presents itself. 
he does not need to debate the 
matter with his own heart; there 
is nothing to debate. the glory 
of god is necessary for him; he 
gasps for it as a suffocating man 
gasps for air.

3. the spiritual man wants to 
carry his cross. Many Christians 
accept adversity or tribulation 
with a sigh and call it their cross, 
forgetting that such things come 
alike to saint and sin-
ner. the cross is that 
extra adversity that 
comes to us as a re-
sult of our obedience 
to Christ. this cross is 
not forced upon us; we 
voluntarily take it up 
with full knowledge of 
the consequences. We 
choose to obey Christ and by so 
doing choose to carry the cross.

Carrying a cross means to be 
attached to the Person of Christ, 
committed to the lordship of 
Christ and obedient to the com-
mandments of Christ. the man 
who is so attached, so committed, 
so obedient is a spiritual man.

4. again, a Christian is spiritual 
when he sees everything from 
god’s viewpoint. the ability to 
weigh all things in the divine scale 
and place the same value upon 
them as god does is the mark of a 
Spirit-filled life. God looks at and 
through at the same time. his gaze 

does not rest on the surface, but 
penetrates to the true meaning of 
things. the carnal Christian looks 
at an object or a situation, but 
because he does not see through 
it he is elated or cast down by 
what he sees. the spiritual man 
is able to look through things as 
god looks and think of them as 
god thinks. he insists on seeing 
all things as god sees them even 
if it humbles him and exposes 
his ignorance to the point of real 

pain.
5. another desire 

of the spiritual man 
is to die right, rather 
than to live wrong. 
a sure mark of the 
mature man of god is 
his nonchalance about 
living. the earth-
loving, body-conscious 

Christian looks upon death with 
numb terror in his heart; but as 
he goes on to live in the Spirit, he 
becomes increasingly indifferent 
to the number of his years here 
below, and at the same time 
increasingly careful of the kind of 
life he lives while he is here. he 
will not purchase a few extra days 
of life at the cost of compromise 
or failure. he wants most of all 
to be right, and he is happy to let 
god decide how long he shall live. 
He knows that he can afford to 
die now that he is in Christ, but 
he knows that he cannot afford 
to do wrong, and this knowledge 

Carrying a cross means 
to be attached to 

the Person of Christ, 
committed to the 
lordship of Christ 

and obedient to the 
commandments of 

Christ.
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becomes a gyroscope to stabilise 
his thinking and his acting.

6. the desire to see others 
advance at his expense is another 
mark of the spiritual man. he 
wants to see other Christians 
above him and is happy when 
they are promoted and he is 
overlooked. there is no envy in 
his heart; when his brethren are 
honoured, he is pleased because 
such is the will of god and that 
will is his earthly heaven. if god 
is pleased, he is pleased for that 
reason, and if it pleases god to 
exalt another above him, he is 
content to have it so.

7. the spiritual man habitually 
makes eternity-judgments instead 

of time-judgments. By faith he 
rises above the tug of earth and 
the flow of time and learns to 
think and feel as one who has 
already left the world and gone to 
join the innumerable company of 
angels and the general assembly 
and church of the first-born 
which are written in heaven. Such 
a man would rather be useful 
than famous, and would rather 
serve than be served.

and all this must be by the 
operation of the holy Spirit 
within him. no man can become 
spiritual by himself only the free 
Spirit can make a man spiritual.

(taken from That Incredible 
Christian)
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is there hope for planet earth 
and the rest of the heavenly 
bodies? no!

the word of god says, “But the 
day of the Lord will come like a 
thief. the heavens will disappear 
with a roar; the elements will be 
destroyed by fire, and the earth 
and everything in it will be laid 
bare” (2Pet.3:10).

is there hope for the human 
race? “yes” and “no”! “yes” for 
those who receive god’s free gift 
of life, “no” for those who choose 
to ignore or reject god’s free 
gift of life. “for god so loved the 
world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life” (Jn.3:16). “Whoever 
believes in the Son has eternal 
life, but whoever rejects the Son 
will not see life, for god’s wrath 
remains on him” (Jn.3:36).

Christ In Us

god’s secret plan for our present 
and future is this: “Christ in you, 
the hope of glory” (Col.1:25-27). 
he has unfolded his secret plan 
to save sinners from destruction 

IS ThERE hOPE FOR  
hUMANITY?

Jesus Christ gave His life to redeem us from sin and death.

VIVEK SALINS and death, and now he waits 
for sinners to admit their sins, 
turn away from their sins and 
turn to god for forgiveness and 
reconciliation with him. “for 
the wages of sin is death, but the 
gift of god is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord” (rom.6:23). “you 
see, at just the right time, when 
we were still powerless, Christ 
died for the ungodly” (rom.5:6).

god planned to have his Son, 
Jesus Christ, live in the hearts 
of all who believe in Christ and 
receive him as their Saviour 
from sin. he also gave them 
“the right to become children of 
god” (Jn.1:12). they are a ‘new 
creation’ in Christ (2Cor.5:17).

After Jesus fulfilled God’s will 
and plan to save humanity from 
the curse of sin and death by 
his sinless life on earth, his total 
obedience to god the father, his 
perfect sacrifice on the cross and 
his glorious resurrection from 
the grave, he went back to his 
heavenly father. 

The Church

about 120 people, including the 
eleven disciples, who believed in 
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Jesus Christ as their Saviour had 
gathered in an upper room in 
Jerusalem, as instructed by Jesus 
before he ascended to heaven. 
they were praying and waiting 
for the arrival of the holy Spirit, 
promised by god the father. 
then, days after the resurrected 
Lord Jesus ascended to heaven, 
the promised holy Spirit came 
upon all the believers; they were 
filled with God’s Spirit and were 
united as one body belonging 
to Christ (acts.1:4-
8;1Cor.12:12,13). this 
glorious historical 
event in Jerusalem 
marked the birth of 
a living organism 
known as the ‘church’ 
– the mystical body of 
Christ.

the Spirit of god 
inspired the apostle Peter to 
pen these words to describe the 
people god has chosen in Christ 
to represent him in this world: 
“But you are a chosen people, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
a people belonging to god, that 
you may declare the praises 
of him who called you out of 
darkness into his wonderful 
light” (1Pet.2:9).

thus, the church has a divine 
calling to represent Christ and his 
mission in this world – the mission 
of bringing people to a personal 
relationship with god through 

Jesus Christ who alone is the 
eternal hope for all humanity. “all 
this is from god, who reconciled 
us to himself through Christ and 
gave us (the church) the ministry 
of reconciliation: that god was 
reconciling the world to himself 
in Christ, not counting men’s 
sins against them. and he has 
committed to us (the church) the 
message of reconciliation. We are 
therefore Christ’s ambassadors, 
as though god was making his 

appeal through us. 
We implore you on 
Christ’s behalf: be 
reconciled to god” 
(2Cor.5:18-20). god 
has chosen the ‘saints’ 
– the members of 
Christ’s mystical body 
– “to make known 
among the gentiles 
(people of this world) 

the glorious riches of this mystery, 
which is Christ in you, the hope of 
glory” (Col.1:24-27).

Salvation In Jesus Christ

Being filled with the Holy Spirit, 
Peter boldly proclaimed the name 
of Jesus Christ to the political 
rulers and religious leaders of 
his day, declaring: “Salvation is 
found in no one else, for there 
is no other name under heaven 
given to men by which we must 
be saved” (acts.4:8-12). 

there can be no peace in the 
world unless and until the world 

The church has a 
divine calling to 

represent Christ and 
His mission in this 

world – the mission of 
bringing people to a 
personal relationship 

with God
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Salvation is found in 
no one else, for there 

is no other name under 
heaven given to men 
by which we must be 

saved

leaders humble themselves and 
turn to Jesus Christ for help. 
neither the un nor any religion, 
religious institution, yoga or 
spiritual guru can offer lasting 
peace, eternal hope and salvation 
to the world.

the one message the apostle 
Paul and all the other apostles 
and disciples of Jesus Christ have 
been proclaiming during the last 
twenty centuries is about the 
death and resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, to save the human 
race from sin, death and a hopeless 
future without god. 
a majority of their 
c o n t e m p o r a r i e s 
opposed, persecuted 
and killed them for 
sharing the message 
of hope with them!

What Is Sin? 

according to god’s word, sin 
is man’s inability to meet god’s 
glorious standard due to the 
condition of his heart. “the heart 
is deceitful above all things and 
beyond cure. Who can understand 
it?” (rom.3:23;Jer.17:9). teaching 
his disciples about inner purity, 
the Lord Jesus said, “the things 
that come out of the mouth come 
from the heart, and these make 
a man ‘unclean’. for out of the 
heart come evil thoughts, murder, 
adultery, sexual immorality, theft, 
false testimony, slander. these 

are what make a man ‘unclean’…” 
(Matt.15:18-20).

Sin in man’s heart, with its 
ugly outward manifestations, 
has brought eternal death to the 
human race. “therefore, just as 
sin entered the world through one 
man, and death through sin, and 
in this way death came to all men, 
because all sinned” (rom.5:12).

God’s Plan Of Redemption

in acts 26:1-23, we read a 
descriptive account of how the 
apostle Paul defended his faith 

before the powerful 
Jewish religious 
leaders and roman 
rulers to whom he was 
brought as an accused. 
the following are 
excerpts from Paul’s 
defence before King 

agrippa: “…it is because of my hope 
in what god has promised our 
fathers that i am on trial today… 
o king, it is because of this hope 
that the Jews are accusing me. 
Why should any of you consider 
it incredible that god raises the 
dead?” (emphasis added.)

having said that, Paul described 
to King agrippa how vehemently 
he had opposed the name of Jesus 
and persecuted his followers 
in Jerusalem and in the other 
cities. He testified how his life 
and mission changed from 
being a religious bigot to being 
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a zealous disciple of Christ after 
he had a personal encounter 
with the living Christ on his way 
to Damascus to persecute the 
Christians there. he then told 
King agrippa, in the presence of 
the Jewish community gathered 
there, that he was obedient to the 
vision from heaven and began 
proclaiming to the Jews and 
gentiles that they should repent 
of their sins and turn to god 
(acts.26:1-23).

When he was in the world 2000 
years ago, the Lord Jesus prayed 
for us who also would believe 
in him through the message of 
the apostles (Jn.17:20-22). his 
prayer was that Christians would 
stand united as one body, just as 
the father and the Son are united. 
the father, the Son and the holy 
Spirit are united in their divine 
plan of redeeming humanity from 
the curse of sin and death, as 
these verses indicate: “and hope 
does not disappoint us, because 
God has poured out his love into 
our hearts by the Holy Spirit, 
whom he has given us. you see, at 
just the right time, when we were 

still powerless, Christ died for the 
ungodly” (rom.5:5-6).

From Hopeless Darkness To 
Glorious Light

as the father sent his Son into 
the world, the Son has sent us, his 
disciples, into the world with his 
message of hope for those who are 
perishing. Jesus said to his father 
in heaven: “as you sent Me into the 
world, i have sent them into the 
world” (Jn.17:18;Mk.16:15.16).

for those who have come 
out of the darkness of sin into 
the wonderful light of god 
(Jesus) that shone in this world 
2000 years ago (Jn.8:12), 
god is creating new heavens 
and a new earth (isa.65:17-
19;2Pet.3:13;rev.21:1).

Jesus Christ gave his life to 
redeem us from sin and death. 
Will you give your life to him and 
be his ambassador in this world?

Vivek Salins  
lives in Thane.
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unbelief and disobedience of 
the Israelites in the wilderness, 
the writer to the Hebrews 
warns them about the danger of 
hardening their hearts against 
the voice of God that calls them 
to repentance and faith in Him. 
The Israelites could not enter 
God’s rest because 
they refused 
to believe and 
obey God’s word 
(Heb.3:7-19). These 
verses teach us two 
important lessons: 
1) God’s word 
has power to give 
life to those who 
believe and receive His offer of 
eternal peace, and 2) God will 
withhold the power of His life-
transforming word from those 
who harden their hearts and 
reject His offer.

The Great Commission
The Bible, God’s written word, 

is the story of God’s love for His 
beautiful creation, especially 
the human race. Genesis to 
Revelation is the story of 
man’s wilful disobedience 
that separated him from God 
and God’s plan of redemption 
to reconcile man to Himself. 
Those whose lives have been 
reconciled by the power of 
God’s word have been given the 
great responsibility of taking 

God’s wonderful message of 
reconciliation to the whole 
world. As God sent His Son 
Jesus into this world to reconcile 
us with Himself, His Son has 
sent His disciples, who received 
His word into their hearts 
gladly, with the same message 

of reconciliation 
(2Cor.5:17-20). 

M a t t h e w , 
Mark and Luke 
record the Great 
Commission the 
Lord Jesus gave  
His  disciples 
before He ascended 

to heaven, with the promise 
that His presence and power 
will go with them (Matt.28:18-
20; Mk.15:16; Acts1:8). The last 
twenty centuries have witnessed 
the power of the living Word 
– Jesus – changing the lives of 
sinners who acknowledged their 
sins, repented and turned to 
Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the 
world. God’s power is at work 
in our own generation as we, 
the disciples of Christ, share the 
message of His kingdom with 
those around us. May we be 
faithful stewards of the precious 
gift of Life that God has given us 
in Christ Jesus.

Vivek Salins 
resides in Thane.

Those whose lives have 
been reconciled by the 
power of God’s word 

have been given the great 
responsibility of taking 

God’s wonderful message 
of reconciliation to the 

whole world. 

MATRIMONIAL
Wanted a Protestant Girl,

32-35	Years,	educated,	good-looking	and	slim,	preferably	a	doctor	or	teacher,	willing	to	settle	in	
England,	for	a	England-born	and	brought	up	boy,	37	years,	PhD	in	Physics,	height	1.86m,	slim	and	
handsome,	working	in	a	college	as	a	lecturer	in	Physics	(occasionally	Maths).

Contact: pwaustin@hotmail.co.uk
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For online registration visit www.jivansandesh.org

Contact	: 
Mr. David Christian  
Director,	Jivan	Sandesh	Ministries 
Beulah	Alliance	Church	Compound;	 
Maninagar-E;	Ahmedabad	380008;	Gujarat-India 
Tel.	No.:	079-22774305	(O);	09825910630	(M);	09327035067	(Enock	Christian) 
E-mail:	jsmdsseminar2019@gmail.com	Website:	www.jivansandesh.org

THEME :	“TAKE	ROOT	BELOW….	AND	FRUIT	ABOVE.”	Is.	37:31

DATE & TIME : 24 JANUARY 2019 (Thursday) 04:00 p.m. to  
27 JANUARY, 2019 (Sunday) 01:30 p.m. 

UNIQUE	OPPORTUNITY	FOR	PASTORS,	CHRISTIAN	LEADERS,	MISSION	
WORKERS	AND	FOR	THOSE	WHO	HAVE	HEART	FOR	DISCIPLE	MAKING

Resource Persons:

Mr. L. T. Jeyachandran ( Pune)

Rev. Chris Williams (Pune)

Mr. Krupanand Pappala (Bangalore)

  

Registration	 :	 Rs.500=00	per	 person.	 by	 10	 January,	 2019	 by	M.O.	 or	DD	 in	 
	 	 favor	of	Jivan	Sandesh	Ministries	Ahmedabad

Venue	 :	 Beulah	 Alliance	 Church,	 Nr.	 Old	 Christian	 Soc;	Maninagar-East,	 
	 	 Ahmedabad-380008,	GUJARAT

Note	 :		

THIRD NATIONAL CONFERENCE

ON

DISCIPLE MAKING 

ORGANIZED BY JIVAN SANDESH MINISTRIES 

(1)	 Medium	 of	 teaching	 will	 be	 in	 English	 with	 translation	 in	
Hindi 

(2)	 Limited	seats	available	so	register	yourself	as	soon	as	possible	
by e-mail. 

(3)	 One	way	second	class	train	or	bus	fare	will	be	given	to	those	
who will attend all the sessions of the conference.

(4)	 The	 accommodation	 will	 be	 dormitory	 type	 for	 men	 and	
women.
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BE TRANSFORMED,  
TO TRANSFORM

The heavenly Father has made a provision for your sins through 
His Son Jesus.

in the Bible, there are different 
words that describe sinful 
acts. here are a few of those: 

pride, envy, jealousy, addictions, 
gluttony, anger, rage, orgies, 
wild parties, pornography, foul 
language, coarse joking, gossiping, 
slandering, undermining, flattery, 
lying, exaggerating, bullying, 
competing, comparing, insecurity, 
fears, unbelief, unforgiveness, 
idolatry, witchcraft, horoscopes, 
ambitious, immorality, lazy, 
indecency, lovers of pleasure, 
lovers of self, lovers of money, 
boastful, haughty, self-
opinionated, disobedient to 
parents, ungrateful, critical, 
sarcastic, unholy, without natural 
affection, hard hearted, callous, 
without self-control, violent, 
traitors, head strong, puffed 
up, ruthless, hypocrisy, lust of 
the flesh, lust of eyes, pride of 
life, homosexuality, fornication, 
strife, backbiting, covetousness, 
covenant breakers, enemies of 
god, etc.

the question is, “are we guilty 
of committing any sin?”

STANLEY MEhTA even if we use a word like 
‘rascal’ when we are angry with 
someone, Jesus says, it is as good 
as murder. Likewise Jesus says 
even if we looked at someone with 
lust in our eyes, we have already 
committed adultery. Suppose 
we lied and that act of lying was 
written down on a piece of paper, 
giving the description of how it 
happened, when it happened and 
why it happened. Likewise, if we 
had a sinful thought and if we 
were to write down the details 
of that sinful thought in another 
piece of paper. We could repeat 
this exercise of writing down 
on separate pieces of paper all 
our acts of sin. and let’s assume 
we commit only five to six sins 
a day. then in a year it would 
accumulate to approximately 
2000 sheets a year. Based on this 
evidence, the court case against 
you would be solid, and there 
would be no way you could escape 
the punishment.

What should god do to me? 
What does the holiness of god 
demand? What does the justice 
of God require? We are fit for the 
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wrath of God, fit for judgment 
and hell.

But god has planned a way 
to deal with it. he has two 
prominent attributes – holiness 
and compassion. his holiness 
demands that justice be done 
according to our sins. But his love 
and compassion made a way.

i am reminded of a story of a 
naval officer. While he was away 
on the high seas for a few months, 
his wife gave birth to a baby. She 
was informed that he was allowed 
to return to the naval base for a 
couple of days. So she 
decided to go to meet 
him and be with him 
for two days. and he 
was very eager to meet 
his wife and his new 
born baby. So the wife 
flew from the interior 
part of country to the coastal city 
where he would arrive.

in the aircraft, the change in air 
pressure caused great discomfort 
to the baby. So this baby kept 
on crying in the flight. Not only 
did the mother, but even co-
passengers in the nearby seats, 
gladly gave milk and juice to keep 
it from crying. But, too much of 
intake caused some churning 
in the baby’s stomach, and then 
all of it came out, messing up 
the baby’s clothes as well as the 
mother’s. More crying. now co-
passengers passed tissues and 

napkins to the mother to assist 
her to wipe all the vomit. But now 
all the clothes of the baby were 
not only filthy and dirty, but they 
were also stinking. the mother 
too felt like crying. What a way to 
greet her husband!

Then the flight landed. As they 
came out of the airplane, all the 
passengers spotted the father 
standing there in his spotless 
white uniform, to receive his wife 
and his new born baby. Passengers 
wondered how this man would 
respond when he met his stinking 

baby. they saw that 
the father picked up 
the smelling baby, and 
was so delighted to see 
his baby, that he kept 
saying “My baby, my 
baby, my sweetie pie, 
my darling, my baby,” 

and kept on kissing the baby’s 
face and hands and legs.

Why did he do that? Did the 
foul smell of the baby deter him? 
no way. it was his baby, his very 
own. his love for his baby made 
him forget everything else. his 
love for the baby superseded 
the. he was willing to let himself 
get messed up. his joy knew no 
bounds. he was least bothered 
about his uniform or dignity, but 
he was very much engrossed in 
the baby, now united with him.

nothing will separate us from 
the love of god. So god sent his 

His holiness demands 
that justice be done 

according to our sins. 
But His love and 

compassion made a 
way.
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own Son Jesus to deal with us 
as we were messed up in our 
sin. god the father sent his Son, 
Jesus, to be a substitute, to pay 
the penalty on our behalf, to face 
the judgment on our behalf, to 
die on our behalf. that way god 
could continue to show his love 
to us, and yet punish our sin.

Jesus Is Eager To Show How 
Much He Loves Us

Jesus left his a) position – he left 
his throne as the second Person 
of the trinity, b) power – he was 
god, but decided not 
to press the divinity 
buttons, c) possession 
– owned the whole 
world, but became 
a Man/carpenter’s 
Son, d) prestige – “it 
was just before the 
Passover feast. Jesus 
knew that the time had come for 
him to leave this world and go to 
the father. having loved his own 
who were in the world, he now 
showed them the full extent of 
his love” (Jn.13:1). among slaves, 
the lowest slave was the one who 
washed the feet. and Jesus was 
willing to become the lowest 
slave to reconcile us back to the 
father.

the roads were dusty, muddy, 
and people wore sandals, rather 
than shoes. So feet got really 
dirty. hence, washing of feet 

was essential. Jesus removed his 
robe, and wrapped himself with 
a towel. and he began washing 
the feet of his disciples. Jesus 
was displaying that there was a 
father who loved you very much, 
and was eager to have you come 
back home.

Peter refused to let Jesus touch 
his feet. Jesus said, in that case, 
“you have no part in Me.” Washing 
of feet symbolises cleansing of 
our conscience, thereby retaining 
fellowship and communion with 
god. if we do not get our feet 

washed, we lose that 
beautiful communion 
with god. Peter 
responded by saying, 
“in that case, throw 
the whole bucket.” 
Jesus said, “you are 
wrong again. you only 
need your feet washed, 

because you have already had a 
bath.” You are justified but need 
daily to be sanctified. He loves 
you so much that he is willing to 
do anything for you and me. But 
the next day what Jesus did was 
even more glorious.

1. that day Jesus removed his 
robe, but covered himself with a 
towel; the next day on the cross 
all his clothes would be removed 
(Jn.19:23-24) – naked so that we 
who were naked might be clothed 
with robes of righteousness. 2. 
that day loss of dignity before 

God the Father sent 
His Son, Jesus, to be a 
substitute, to pay the 
penalty on our behalf, 
to face the judgment 

on our behalf, to die on 
our behalf. 
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twelve men; next day, loss of 
dignity before all people, so that 
our dignity may be restored. 3. 
that day stooped down to serve 
twelve disciples; next day, stooped 
down to serve all mankind. 4. 
That day descended to the floor 
level, to wash our feet; next day, 
descended to grave to give us life 
and a clean conscience. 5. that 
day became the lowest slave; 
the next day, became a slave and 
a criminal so that we might be 
sons.

this is Jesus’ act of restoring us 
to the father, bringing us back to 
the father. he paid the price on 
the cross. he stooped low to pick 
us up. the cross cancelled out all 
my sin. the shadow of the cross 
is over my list of sin. the cross 
wiped out my sin and made me 
acceptable in the sight of god. 
i know god loves me, but how 
much? if he loves Jesus 10 on 10, 
how much does he love me? here 
is the shocking news.

God Loves You As Much As He 
Loves Jesus

“i in them and you in Me. May 
they be brought to complete 
unity to let the world know that 
you sent Me and have loved them 
as You have loved Me” (Jn.17:23). 
We are not worthy at all. We 
should have been rejected and he 
should have been accepted. But 
Jesus took an exchange: he was 

rejected, and so he cried out on 
the cross, “My god, My god, why 
have you forsaken Me?” So in 
Christ, we have been accepted.

“… and i pray that you being 
rooted in love may have the 
power together with all the saints 
to grasp how wide, and long 
and high and deep is the love of 
Christ and to know this love that 
surpasses knowledge – that you 
may be filled to the measure of 
the fullness of god” (eph.3:17b-
19).

floyd McClung writes in 
his book, The Father Heart of 
God, about a young lad called 
Sawat who left home and went 
to the city of Bangkok. “Sawat 
had disgraced his family and 
dishonoured his father’s name. he 
had come to Bangkok to escape 
the dullness of village life. he had 
found excitement, and while he 
prospered in his sordid life-style, 
he found popularity as well.

“When he first arrived, he had 
visited a hotel unlike any he had 
ever seen. every room had a 
window facing into the hallway 
and in every room sat a girl. the 
older ones smiled and laughed. 
others, just twelve or thirteen 
years old or younger, looked 
nervous, even frightened. that 
visit began Sawat’s venture into 
Bangkok’s world of prostitution. 
it began innocently enough, 
but he was quickly caught like a 
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small piece of wood in a raging 
river. Soon he was selling opium 
to customers and propositioning 
tourists in the hotels. he even 
went so low as to actually help 
buy and sell young girls, some of 
them only nine and ten years old. 

“then the bottom dropped out 
of his world: he hit a string of bad 
luck. he was robbed, and while 
trying to climb back to the top, he 
was arrested. the word went out 
in the underworld that he was a 
police spy. He finally ended up 
living in a shanty by the city trash 
pile.

“Sitting in his little shack, 
he thought about his family, 
especially his father, a simple 
Christian man from a small 
village. he remembered his dad’s 
parting words: ‘i am waiting for 
you.’ he wondered whether his 
father would still be waiting for 
him after all that he had done to 
dishonour the family name. the 
word of Sawat’s lifestyle had 
filtered back to the village.

“finally, he devised a plan. 
‘Dear father,’ he wrote, ‘i wanted 
to come home, but i don’t know 
if you will receive me after all 
that i have done. i have sinned 
greatly, father. Please forgive me. 
on Saturday night, i will be on 
the train that goes through our 
village. if you are still waiting for 
me, will you tie a piece of white 

cloth on the tree in front of our 
house?’

“On that train ride, he reflected 
on his life over the past few years 
and knew that his father had 
every right to deny him. as the 
train finally neared the village, 
he churned with anxiety. What 
would he do if there was no white 
cloth on the tree?

“Sitting opposite him was a 
kind stranger who noticed how 
nervous his fellow passenger had 
become. finally Sawat could stand 
the pressure no longer. he blurted 
out his story in a torrent of words. 
as they entered the village, Sawat 
said, ‘oh, Sir, i cannot bear to look. 
Can you watch for me? What if my 
father will not receive me back?’ 
Sawat buried his face between his 
knees. ‘Do you see it, Sir? it’s the 
only house with a tree.

“‘young man, your father did not 
hang just one piece of cloth. Look! 
he has covered the whole tree 
with cloth!’ Sawat could hardly 
believe his eyes. in the front yard 
his old father jumped up and 
down, joyously waving a piece of 
white cloth, then ran in halting 
steps beside the train. When it 
stopped at the little station, he 
threw his arms around his son, 
embracing him with tears of joy. 
‘i’ve been waiting for you!’, the 
father exclaimed.
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if you understand this love of 
god as the waiting father, you 
will love him in return. What 
could happen?

1. Obedience becomes easy. 
obedience will not be a drudgery 
but a delight, it will not be a set of 
rules and regulations 
but emerging out 
of a relationship 
(Jn.14:15).

2. Ministry will 
emerge out of love. 
three times Jesus asked Simon 
Peter, “Do you love Me?” “then 
feed My sheep.” Peter had failed 
miserably, denied him three 
times. Jesus could have said, 
“Pray more, fast more, read 
your Bible more,” but instead, 
he asked him, “Love Me more.” 
if that happens, everything else 
will also happen.

3. Mark of discipleship. “a new 
commandment i give you, Love 

one another, as i have loved you. 
By this all men will know that you 
are My disciples, if you love one 
another” (Jn.13:34,35).

the heavenly father has made 
a provision for your sins through 

his Son Jesus. i trust 
he has won your 
heart. Will you receive 
his love? how will 
you respond to his 
love? i believe you will 

be transformed. and then you 
will live the rest of your life to 
help transform other people by 
introducing them to the love of 
Jesus.

If you understand this 
love of God as the 

waiting Father, you will 
love Him in return.

Stanley Mehta  
is a former pastor and 

present chairman of 
Gateway Ministries 

International. He resides in 
Bengaluru.
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Dr. Daniel Sathiaraj 
retired from St John’s 

PG College, Hyderabad, 
where he taught Computer 

Science. He lives in 
Hyderabad.

noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 

BELIEVERSWEDDING.COM

A matrimonial website developed exclusively for the Indian Christian community

For all those who are seeking “LIFE PARTNER” (BRIDE/GROOM) (Indians & NRI’s)  
an endeavour of the New Life Fellowship Church

Office:  
No: 84/3, 3rd Floor, UCF Centre, Hennur Main Road, Lingarajapuram, Bangalore 560084 

Phone: 080-65312900/65832788/25482036/7760655061   (Mon-Fri) (10:00 am to 5:00 pm) 
Email: info@believerswedding.com / reachnewlifevoice@gmail.com 

Log on to web site: www.believerswedding.com
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Very often we hear this 
teaching on healing: “you 
must speak the word and 

you will be healed! the miracle is 
in your mouth!”

My response: really? Where do 
you see that in the Bible?

the roman centurion said these 
words to Jesus: “Lord, i am not 
worthy to have you come under 
my roof, but only say the word 
and my servant will be healed!” 
(Matt.8:8).

there are two things we learn 
on the topic of healing from Jesus’ 
interaction with this roman 
centurion. 

Attitude

first concerns attitude. the 
Jewish leaders felt that the sick 
servant of this roman centurion 
‘deserved’ to be healed, because 
“he built the synagogue” of the 
Jews (Lk.7:4,5). 

But the roman centurion did 
not feel that he or his servant or 
anyone ‘deserved to be healed’! if 
at all healing took place, it had to 

hEALING TRUTh FROM 
ThE CENTURION

Let our attitude and articulation be Biblical,  
when it comes to healing!

DUKE JEYARAJ be by god’s grace and by god’s 
sovereign choice. that’s why his 
words went this way: “Lord, i 
am not worthy (even though i 
have built the synagogue) to have 
you come under my roof... (and 
proceed to heal my sick servant 
right now)” (Lk.7:7). 

What about you and me? Do we 
act and strut as if we deserve to 
get healed or God better heal us? 
Don’t make that mistake. Learn 
from the roman centurion. Let us 
exhibit a humble attitude, when it 
comes to healing.

Articulation

the second lesson concerns 
articulation. he said to Jesus, 
“.... but only say the word and 
my servant will be healed”! 
(Matt.8:8;Lk.7:7). What was he 
saying here? he was saying, “if 
Jesus chose to heal his nearly-
dead servant, he would say the 
word and that word was enough 
for his servant to get healed.” he 
was implying that the ‘ball’ was 
in Jesus’ court. he was conceding 
that Jesus, whom he knew had the 
power to heal his servant, would 
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choose to heal the servant here 
and now. if Jesus chose to do so, 
and spoke the word, the healing 
would happen instantly!

How starkly different this is 
from the ‘name it and claim it’ 
teaching we hear from certain 
healing evangelists/pastors/so 
called miracle-workers! they tell 
us: “you command Jesus to heal 
you and he will obey you for it is 
always his will to heal you here 
and now!” this is not what the 
Bible teaches! We will know that 
this is so when we have read this 
story from the Bible!

it was Jesus’ will to heal and 
therefore he spoke the word 
and the centurion’s servant 
got instantly healed (Lk.7:10). 
the bottom line was this: the 
roman centurion had faith in 
the goodness of Jesus which he 
expressed with these wonderful 
words: “Lord, i am not worthy to 
have you come under my roof, but 
only say the word and my servant 
will be healed” (Lk.8:8,9). this 

kind of faith which respects and 
bows before the will of god, when 
it comes to healing or miracles, 
is what ‘wows’ Jesus, for he said 
about the faith of the roman 
centurion, “i have not found 
such great faith even in israel” 
(Lk.8:9).

Looking for a healing? for a 
miracle? Just pray like this hum-
ble, god’s-will-seeking roman 
centurion. Say, “Lord, i or the 
loved one whom i am praying 
for, do not deserve this healing/
miracle. But only say the word, 
Lord. if you will, please speak, 
Lord. and my loved one/myself 
will be healed/will receive that 
miracle!”

Let our attitude and articulation 
be Biblical!

Duke Jeyaraj  
is the founder of G4 

Mission, a ministry oriented 
to the modern youth.

Bombay Teen  Challenge is an NGO involved in the field of education 
and health care of the women and children from the red light area.

“ require a full time/ part time MBBS doctor for our “Medical Clinic” 
at turbhe navi Mumbai. 

Salary negotiable. interested candidate,  
please send your CV at contact@bombayteenchallenge.org 

Require A Doctor
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hAVE FAITh IN GOD
FELIX FERNANDES

When you’ve tried and toiled to have your sins forgiven. 
For	no	man’s	creed,	can	wash	evil	deeds, 
The	blood	of	Jesus,	cleanses	from	all	sin. 

Have faith in God.

If	the	answers	to	your	prayers,	seems	to	delay. 
God knows your needs.  

Perseverance,	patience	does	get	knead,	 
Rewarder	is	He,	when	you	knock,	seek	or	pray. 

Have faith in God.

If	temptations,	trials,	seem	to	make	you	fall. 
The	worldly	snare,	Satan’s	schemes	aware.		 
Jesus, the High Priest, will answer your call. 

Have faith in God.

If	you	face	trouble,	for	the	Gospel	sake? 
The	Scripture	says,Jesus	walked	this	way.	 
Some	saints	in	all	ages,	this	road	did	take. 

Have faith in God.

If	you	face	a	road,	that	brings	great	gain. 
But	if	your	birth	right	you	leave 

And the lust you cleave,  
Then	avoid	the	path,	lest	you	get	stained.	 

 Have faith in God.

Jesus’	second	coming,	the	Gospel	you	relay. 
Your	rapture	date,	Seemed	to	be	late,	 

Some	fall	away,	the	times	did	not	portray.	 
Have faith in God.

If	you	face	threat,	with	the	mark	of	the	Antichrist. 
Life	at	stake,	seems	to	be	sore. 

Remember the friends of Abednego. 
Who	chose	to	suffer	and	were	present	with	Christ.	 

Have	Faith	in	God.

Eyes not seen, ear not heard, you no longer strive. 
In	mansions	paternal,	Life’s	eternal, 

Blessed	are	the	names,	in	the	Lamb’s	Book	of	Life 
Have faith in God.

In	heaven’s	home,	no	need	of	faith. 
Having run this race,  

You see Him, face to face. 
For	at	last,	you’ve	reached	heaven’s	gate. 

(Till	then),	have	faith	in	God.
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CROSSWORD 58
Ezekiel ch 1-24  

New International version (IBS) or Zondervan 

Send in your answers with Bible references by e-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, to 
reach Light of Life, Post Box 4576, 21-yMCa road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400008, not later 
than February 5, 2019. Please indicate your name, address and Light of Life Subscription 
number while sending the answers. 

Clues Across:

1.	 “I	will	 tear	 down	 the	wall	 you	 have	 covered	
with ____ and will level it to the ground so that 
its	foundation	will	be	laid	bare.”	(ch				v			)	

7.	 “And	you	will	know	that	I	am	the	Lord,	for	you	
have	not	followed	my	decrees	or	kept	my	law	
but have conformed to the _______ of the 
nations	around	you.	(ch			v			)

8.	 “Son	of	man,	say	 to	 the	 land	 ‘you	are	a	 land	
that has had no ________ or showers in the 
day	of	wrath.’	”	(ch					v				)

9.	 “They	will	burn	down	your	houses	and	 inflict	
punishment	 ….	 you	 in	 the	 sight	 of	 many	
women.”	(ch			v				)

10.	 “Then	 lie	 on	 his	 left	 side	 and	 put	 the	 sin	 of	
the	 house	 of	 Israel	 upon	 yourself,	 You	 are	 to	
________ their sin for the number of days you 
lie	on	your	side.	(ch			v				)

11.	 “For	 the	king	of	Babylon	will	stop	at	 the	 fork	
in the road, at the junction of the two roads, 
to	 seek	an	omen;	He	will	 _______	 lots	with	
arrows, he will consult the idols, he will 
examine	the	liver.”	(ch				v				)

13.	 “This	was	the	appearance	and	structure	of	the	
wheels:	They	sparkled	 like	chrysolite,	 and	all	
four	 wheels	 looked	 alike.	 Each	 appeared	 to	

1 2 3 4 5 6

7

8 9

10 11
12 13

14 15

16

________ made like a wheel intersecting a 
wheel.”	(ch		v	)

14.	 “Wherever	 you	 live,	 the	 towns	 will	 be	 laid	
waste	and	the	high	places	demolished,	so	that	
your altars will be laid waste and devastated, 
your idols smashed and ________, your 
incense altars broken down, and what you 
have	made	wiped	out.”	(ch				v					)

15.	 “As	I	have	given	the	wood	of	the	vine	among	the	
trees of the forest as fuel for the fire, _______ 
will	 I	 treat	 the	 people	 living	 in	 Jerusalem.”	 
(ch			v				)

16.	 “I	will	bring	the	most	wicked	of	the	nations	to	
take	possession	of	 their	houses;	 I	will	put	an	
end	to	the	pride	of	the	mighty	and	their	_____	
will	be	desecrated.”	(ch				v			)

Clues Down:

1.	 “You	will	keep	your	turbans	on	your	heads	and	
your sandals on your feet. You will not mourn 
or	weep	but	will	…away	because	of	your	sins	
and	groan	among	yourselves.”	(ch			v			)

2.	 “Now,	son	of	man,	set	your	 face	against	 the	
daughters	of	your	people	who	prophecy	out	of	
their	…..	Prophecy	against	them.”	(ch		v		)

3.	 “In	 the	 sixth	 year,	 in	 the	 sixth	month	 on	 the	
fifth	day,	while	I	was	sitting	in	my	house,	and	
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Bombay Teen Challenge is a charitable organization 
that has been working since 1990 to provide healing 
and restoration for women and children that were 
once trapped in desperate situations. The organization 
has begun a school and is seeking a Principal who is 
responsible for proposing and implementing policies 
and procedures to ensure that the vision, mission, and 
values of the BTC Academy are realized in the day-to-
day operations of the School. As the executive leader 
of the BTC School, the Principal must effectively 
communicate those areas of priority articulated in the 
BTC Strategic Plan as they apply to staff, students, 
parents and other BTC School stakeholders.

The BTC Principal must be warm and approachable, a 
motivator and an encourager who performs well under 
pressure, a visionary leader who is focused on the next 
level of excellence.  The Principal must fully understand 
human development and learning theory and be well 
organized, detail-oriented, and able to mediate conflicts 
with objectivity and discernment.

Candidates must hold advanced degrees and have at 
least five years of elementary school teaching experience 
and major leadership responsibilities, ideally as a 
lower division principal or administrator in a private 
school.  They must understand and appreciate the 
classical model of education.  Having relevant experience 
in business or financial roles is considered a plus.

Please contact on  
contact@bombayteenchallenge.org 

Requirement of Principal
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the	…….	 of	 Judah	 were	 sitting	 before	 me,	
the	hand	of	the	Sovereign	Lord	came	upon	me	
there.”	(ch			v			)

4.	 “I	 will	 make	 your	 forehead	 like	 the	 hardest	
stone,	 harder	 than	 flint.	 Do	 not	 be	 …….of	
them or terrified by them, though they are a 
rebellious	house.”	(ch					v				)

5.	 “Slaughter	old	men,	young	men	and	maidens,	
women and children, but do not touch anyone 
who	……	the	mark.	Begin	at	my	sanctuary.”	
(ch				v			)

6.	 “For	 there	 will	 be	 no	 more	 false	 visions	 or	
flattering	 …………	 among	 the	 people	 of	
Israel.”	(ch				v				)

10.	 “Therefore	this	is	what	the	Sovereign	Lord	says:	
I	am	against	your	magic	charms	with	which	you	
ensnare	 the	people	 like………	and	 I	will	 tear	
them	from	your	arms.”	(ch			v				)

11.	 “A	 great	 eagle	 with	 powerful	 wings,	 long	
feathers	 and	 full	 plumage	 of	 varied	 colours	
came	 to	 Lebanon.	 Taking	 hold	 of	 the	 top	 of	
a	 ……,	 he	 broke	 off	 its	 top	 most	 shoot	
and carried it away to a land of merchants, 
where	 he	 planted	 it	 in	 a	 city	 of	 traders.”	 
(ch		v					)

12.	“Then	the	spirit	of God came into me and raised 
me	to	my	…...	He	spoke	to	me	and	said,	‘Go,	
shut	yourself	inside	your	house.’”	(ch		v				)

Clues across:
1.	Babylonians	(37:5)			
6.	surrender	(38:18)		
8.	Everlasting	(25:9)	
10.	in	(27:15)
11.	numbers	(30:19)			
12.	die	(34:4)					
13.	eye	(31:16)			
16.	Reprimanded	(29:27)

Answers to Crossword 56 (Jeremiah 25-39)

Clues down:
1.	besieging	(32:2)				
2.	Buried	(25:33)		
3.	own	(26:11)		
4.	Afraid	(30:10)
5.	slaughtered	(39:6)	
7.	despise	(33:24)		
9.	Level	(31:9)		
12.	Deed	(32:10)
14.	up	(36:28)
15.	Am	(35:17)

Light of Life
SAMPLE COPIES FOR NEW SUBSCRIBERS

We will be happy to send samples copies of the  
Light of Life magazine to people you think are potential subscribers. 

Send their names and addresses to:

Light of Life 
Post Box 4576, 21 YMCA Road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400 008. 

Email: lightoflife2777@gmail.com; lightoflife1@rediffmail.com

ReAdeRs!
If you like this magazine, tell others. if not, tell us.  

either way, we would like to hear from you.

Light of Life 
P. O. Box No. 4576, 21, YmcA Road, mumbai, central, mumbai 400 008 

E-mail: lightoflife1@rediffmail.com

Winners of Crossword 56 will be announced in the next issue
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(Our	School	is	a	well	reputed	English	Medium	Christian	School	with	over	
550	students	(Nur-Std	12)	situated	in	the	heart	of	Manali,	Dist.	Kullu	(H.P.),	
affiliated	to	CISCE,	New	Delhi.)

We	are	looking	for	qualified,	experienced	and	committed	teachers	to	teach	
in	our	School	for	the	following	subjects:	

Vice Principal Position	(A	post-graduate	and	a	B.Ed.	with	a	minimum	of	05	
years	of	experience	in	a	similar	capacity	in	a	Senior	Secondary	CBSE/ICSE	
English	Medium,	Co-educational	School.	He/She	should	be	well	versed	in	
coordinating	and	planning	all	Academic	and	Non-Academic	Activities	of	the	
School.	He/she	should	be	fluent	in	English	&	a	computer	savvy	person	with	
a	good	knowledge	of	working	on	computers)

Accountancy	 (M.Com	 and	 B.Ed	 with	 an	 experience	 in	 teaching	 at	 the	
Higher	Secondary	Level)

English	(M.A.	Litt	and	B.Ed	with	an	experience	and	ability	to	steer	English	
department	at	school	level)

Science (M.Sc.	 in	Botany	or	Zoology	with	an	experience	of	3-5	years	of	
teaching	preferably	in	an	CBSE/ICSE/ISC	Schools) 

Primary School teacher	 (trained	 in	 teaching	 in	 English	medium	School	
with	minimum	3-5	years	experience)	

Salary	is	negotiable,	based	on	qualification	and	experience.	We	provide	free	
accommodation,	free	health	coverage	at	our	hospital	(www.manalihospital.
com),	50%	concession	for	children’s	education	in	the	School,	vacation	travel	
allowance, gratuity etc. 

For	more	information,	please	contact:	 Mr.	Vijay	Kumar,	Principal,		
	 Mobile:	+91	9816727575,		
	 Email:	daystar.school@gmail.com 

For	staff	application	form,	please	visit	our	 
Website: www.daystarmanali.org 

SCHOOL TEACHERS WANTED 
DAY STAR SCHOOL, MANALI, HIMACHAL PRADESH 
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WORD AND 
THE WORLD

W
OR

D AND THE WORLD

TEMPTATION
CYRIL GEORGESON

S crewtape is a senior in-
ternational tempter who 
is closely working with 

his nephew Wormwood, his un-
derstudy, in leading people away 
from ‘the Enemy’ (god). they are 
in the service of ‘the father below’ 
(the devil). the underground in-
telligence was able to break into 
text communication between 
Screwtape and Wormwood who 
had now been positioned in india 
to influence ‘the patient’ (an older 
gentleman who had become a fol-
lower of Christ later in life).

Early 2019!

S: i notice that you have been able 
to keep the patient from reflecting 
much about current affairs. That’s 
a good move.
W: it’s not been easy. i have been 
able to keep him thinking that 
disciples do not bother at all about 
world and local events – they are 
too heavenly minded to do so. But, 
of late he has been reading about 
the uS presidency and is pleased 
with how evangelical Christians 
are having a greater say in the 
political discourse.

S: that too is avoidable; but let 
him not reflect on the Indian 
political scenario. he may then 
realise that the indian scenario is 
just almost a mirror image of the 
american situation with Christi-
anity replaced by hinduism.
W: on exchanging notes with my 
fellow tempters, i’ve noticed that 
many Christians think that the 
american president is helping 
fulfil the Enemy’s agenda for the 
future.
S: that is the confounded thing 
about the enemy. he uses almost 
everything, even our successes, 
in moving world history in the 
direction of his goals.
W: is it not great that we have 
convinced so many that character 
does not matter in politics, only 
agendas do?
S: not just politics, but in every 
aspect of life, especially church 
– distract them with agendas. 
Pointing to the failure in character 
has been the chief way by which 
our father below has been able to 
scorn and pour contempt on the 
holiness of the enemy.
W: Super!
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S: also, make him think that he 
is more mature because he is 
older in age. Let him now aspire 
for offices and positions; feed 
him with pride. encourage him 
to talk/text down to others. Let 
him delight in false humility! 
even though he is of stunted 
intelligence make him believe 
that he is much above average. he 
should attempt to sound super-
spiritual and lofty. now get going! 
Don’t make any mistake here. 
things are going well!
W: aye!

A few days later:

S: What has happened now? i 
notice that your subject has been 
showing interest on matters in 
the public square. especially 
politics! our father below is 
greatly displeased.
W: he happened to be in a 
conversation with another 
disciple who started talking about 
national issues.

S: that was a father-below-sent 
opportunity – you should have 
been able to strengthen his dislike 
for politics!

W: that confounded friend of his, 
pointed out from the bad book, 
that it was our enemy who ‘sets 
up kings and deposes them’. he 
also pointed out that they were 

expected to ‘pray for kings and 
those in authority’.
S: Keep him from that wretched 
book. guard him from that book 
with your life. even a casual 
reading can be dangerous and 
our father below would want to 
swallow you up if you do not take 
this seriously. if he reads the book 
from cover to cover, he would 
realise that world history past-
and-present, kingdoms, rulers 
and even the future of the planet 
are in the hands of the enemy. 
Should he perchance read the 
book – don’t allow him to connect 
the book to the world. Keep him 
thinking that it is only a spiritual 
book.
W: Sure!
S: all is not lost! you will need to 
work on him to make him swing 
to the other extreme. Make him 
obsessed with politics.

W: What if he becomes aware 
of what one of their own has 
warned: that we always send 
errors into the world in pairs – 
pairs of opposites. and we always 
encourage them to spend a lot of 
time thinking which is the worse. 
that, we rely on the Christian’s 
extra dislike of the one error, to 
draw them gradually into the 
opposite one.
S: Keep him from all reading as 
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far as possible. try to keep him 
glued to video clips, forwards on 
Whatsapp, youtube, instagram, 
Snapchat, etc. that should 
deal with the danger of deep 
thinking.
W: Should i not try to make him 
lose interest in current affairs?
S: it is more challenging to move 
him backward now. it will be 
easier to swing him the other way 
– now encourage him to keep on 
reading about politics, economy, 
social tensions, religious bigotry 
and make him obsessed about 
following every small event in 
each of these areas. 
W: how will that help?
S: Very soon he will lose sight of 
the ghastly future promised by the 
enemy – the city with streets of 
gold and the tree of life (urrrgh). 
he will start thinking that humans 
will be able to somehow make a 
better future for themselves: if 
only they had the right leaders, 
if only they had good political 
parties, if only there were just 
regulatory bodies, if only some 
people (our agents) were not in 
their churches, if only…..
W: Well, it seems to be a smart 
idea to make them earthly minded 
in all respects.
S: Let them not realise that they 
can have the perspective of the 

enemy on earthly matters – that 
they are in the world, but are 
not of it. Let them be completely 
muddled up on this.

W: We seem to have accomplished 
this well with american Christians. 
they think that in their leader they 
have one of their own. his greed, 
lust, pettiness and selfishness 
have all been overlooked for the 
sake of their agenda on abortion, 
LgBtQ and israel.

S: yes, but your task is clearly laid 
out. Make your subject get into 
arguments with those who sup-
port the present dispensation in 
Delhi. Let your patient work hard 
on building walls and not bridges. 
Politics, economy, political lead-
ers, temples and statues give us 
plenty of topics through which 
we can encourage them to build 
walls.

W: What if he convinces the other 
person?

S: that is not likely to happen. 
What is almost sure is that your 
patient will make more and more 
enemies. tighten his resolve 
to stand his ground with self-
righteous indignation. that has 
almost never failed.

W: the recent state assembly 
election results may also 
encourage him.
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Sajinipara Mission Centre (SMC) is a 67 years old beautiful 
Christian mission center located in lush green surroundings 
comprises of a health unit/Dispensary, School, Church, and 
various works of the mission etc. SMC is in need of qualified and 
dedicated individuals/couples for its medical and educational 
mission as well as evangelical work. There is a specific need 
of Junior Doctors, Nurses, Teachers, Drivers and Cooks. 
applications are invited from candidates/couples who have a 
mission calling with a strong desire to serve the community. 
SMC is located in a rural set up and demands a challenging 
disposition of mission work. Candidates with an exposure to a 
rural set up and especially with a drive or passion for mission 
work will be ideal. Working knowledge of hindi and english 
will be suitable.
Salary as per the mission norms with free semi-furnished 
residential (individual/family) quarters, Lta and other 
benefits will be provided. SMC is easily accessible through rail 
and road network.

interested candidates may write and post or  
e-mail their resume immediately to: 

Mission Director & Ceo, Sajinipara Mission Centre, 
Village Khanpur, Chabbghati Post, Murshidabad District - 742201 

West Bengal 
Mobile: 09751971425 

E-mail to: mdsajiniparamission@gmail.com

URGENT VACANCIES  IMMEDIATE ATTENTION – MISSION CALL!!!

Sajinipara Mission Centre, District 
Murshidabad, West Bengal
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S: yes, but as the Lok Sabha 
election looms larger make him 
lose sight of the fact that, through 
such intense discussions he is 
making enemies. Let him forget 
that love covers a multitude of 
sins. it will then be hard for you 
to make a mistake as you work on 
him.
W: anything more that i need to 
pay attention to?
S: yes, make them forget that they 
are having a discussion on topics 
that can be discussed abstractly. 
ensure that there are personal 
attacks. Your subject will find it 
hard to forgive personal attacks, 

though he may overlook other 
disagreements.
W: So, the gist of your strategy is 
to keep him either detached from 
current events and politics, or get 
him obsessed with it. 
S: yes! Discourage patience, 
forgiveness, faith, hope and, most 
of all, love! ensure that he hates 
his enemies. now get on with it! 
and, no mistakes this time!

Cyril Georgeson  
lives in Mumbai and is 

an apologist, teacher 
and writer.
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Applications are invited for the post of Vice Principal (Academics)  

at Mount Carmel School, Anand Niketan, New Delhi 110021 and 

Vice Principal (Co-Scholastic) Sector 22, Dwarka, New Delhi 110077

Candidate must be a committed Christian with excellent 

communication skills, Master’s Degree, B.Ed./M.Ed./M.Phil and 

computer literate.  

Administrative experience minimum 5 years,  

Age: 50 or below.

Handwritten application to be mailed to:  

The Principal, Mount Carmel School 

A-21, Anand Niketan 

New Delhi - 110021

before January 21st, 2019. 

Specify branch for which applying.

English session,  May 15 – 29.   Hindi session June 1 – 14

the main theme of ashram is Kingdom of god; topics related with it will 
be focused upon during the sessions.

the general charges for the session are rs.300/person/day inclusive 
of board and lodge. Participants are expected to join the entire session. 
Minimum payment is to be made for 10 days. Limited subsidized seats are 
reserved for Pastors and Seminarians. the forms can be downloaded from 
our website: www.sattalchristianashram.org

The decision of the management will be final. 
for any further details please contact:

Chief acharya/Manager 
Sattal Christian ashram  

P.o. Sattal, via Bhimtal, Distt. nainital. u.K. Pin 263136

email: estate.sattal@gmail.com 
Phone: 05942- 247029/247058 Mobile: 9927622044

THE SATTAL CHRISTIAN ASHRAM 
will	conduct	its	Summer	Ashram	2019	as	follows:
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NOTES ALONG 
THE JOURNEY

ThROUGh ThE EYES  
OF LOVE

OBY ChERIAN

Looking at the man, Jesus 
felt genuine love for him” 
(Mk.10:21).

the preacher wore a black 
leather jacket and black boots 
that reached half way below his 
knees. he reminded me of Michael 
Jackson in his heyday.

Something is suspicious here, 
i thought to myself. Surely, his 
doctrine cannot be right. i heard 
out his sermon that day, and many 
more, sermons that have helped 
in my own journey towards 
knowing our Lord better.

i don’t know about you, but 
when i see or meet people, i am 
immediately presented with a 
multitude of temptations. More 
than one unkind thought comes 
to mind.

unconsciously, i begin to grade 
him. What fault is there that i can 
uncover to bring him down more 
closely to where i stand? this 
brings out the inferiority in me.

if he is about the same age and 
social standing, then a tinge of 

envy may creep in and with it the 
spirit of competition.

if i think he is somehow below 
me, i try not to get too involved, 
lest he should somehow wheedle 
something out of me. or, i may 
want him to learn from me or 
look up to me.

Without my knowledge, i 
sometimes think of his past life or 
what i have heard about him.

Sometimes, i think in terms of 
what i can get out of the person 
or how useful he may be in our 
future years. if we think he is 
worthy enough to impress, i will 
proceed to do this with my words 
and demeanour. on the other 
hand, if i think he is of no use at 
all, then i ignore him or pass him 
by. 

it is very unlikely that all of 
these will happen at the same 
encounter or indeed with one 
person. 

irrespective of what it does to 
the other person, the effect these 
negative thoughts have on us 
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often becomes clear. it increases 
tension and makes us feel ill at 
ease. 

the answer lies in the one word 
‘Love’. if we ask the holy Spirit to 
help us genuinely love the other 
person, all the pressure drains 
away. then we give them the 
freedom to be themselves. When 
the holy Spirit makes us secure 
in the father’s love, we can 
experience the freedom of being 
exactly who we are. 

My mother who was a teacher 
of paediatrics, used to tell her 
students, “a child secure in his 
mother’s love is never jealous.” 

and so it is with us all through 
our lives. 

We have a good example in 
Jesus. he who is the Lord of 
all knew everything. he knew 
the rich young ruler would not 
become his disciple. yet he loved 
him. 

Christ’s love controls us. So we 
have stopped evaluating others 
from a human point of view 
(2Cor.5:14,16). 

Oby J. Cherian  
is a consultant urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.

Masihi Mandli (Christian Church) Dehradun, one 
of the oldest Pentecostal churches in north india 
is praying and looking for experienced Ministers/
Pastors aged between 25 to 40 years to work with its 
panel of ministers. the Church has a legacy of over 80 
years and has always stood for its convictions. Persons 
having a minimum Bth or B.D Degree (theology) 
feeling the guidance to serve god through Masihi 
Mandli Church can send their application and CV on the 
emails given below along with the hard copy of same 
to Pastor Benjamin Paul, c/o Masihi Mandli Church, 37 
Bindalwala, neshvilla road, Dehradun-248001

<ujwalasm@yahoo.co.in> 
<masihimandlidehradun1939@gmail.com>
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Don’t Waste Their Mistakes... Learn From Them

ThE ONLY qUEEN WhO REIGNED IN ISRAEL

CHARACTER 
STUDY

 VIJAY ThANGIAh

CHARACTER:  
Rehoboam

MEANING:  
enlarges	the	people	

PRONUNCIATION: 
ree-ho-BO-am

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
1Kgs.12:1-16;	2Chr.10-12

BACKGROUND 

Rehoboam	was	the	successor	of	Solomon	on	the	throne,	and	is	the	
only	 child	 of	 Solomon	 named	 in	 the	 Bible.	 His	mother’s	 name	was	
Naamah	 ‘the	 Ammonitess’,	 some	 well-known	 Ammonite	 princess	

(1Kgs.14:21;2Chr.12:13).	He	was	forty-one	years	old	when	he	ascended	the	throne,	
and he reigned seventeen years. 

Although Rehoboam was the son of a wise father, he himself had a small mind 
because he scorned wise counsel.

MAIN LESSONS
1.	Rehoboam	was	dominated	by	a	false	principle	that	the	subjects	
existed	for	the	king	and	not	the	king	for	the	subjects.	We	read	about	
a	group	petitioning	Rehoboam	for	a	change	in	taxation	(2Chr.12).	

This	 is	 the	most	memorable	event	 in	Rehoboam’s	career	and	 it	 is	also	 the	most	
revealing about his true character. 

Since	he	was	surrounded	by	his	friends	who	were	unscrupulous	flatterers,	Rehoboan	
was	 led	 to	 treat	his	subjects	as	mere	puppets	 to	be	manipulated	 for	his	benefit.	
There	are	many	today	in	leadership	positions	who	believe	the	same	thing,	looking	
only to their welfare rather than the welfare of the subjects.

2.	He	was	influenced	by	his	peer	group.	First	he	asked	the	advice	of	the	elders.	He	
asked	them,	“How	would	you	advise	me	to	answer	these	people?”	(1Kgs.12:6).	

Rehoboam	then	gathered	together	those	of	his	own	peer	group.	Notice	the	change	
in	pronouns	used	for	this	group	–	we	(v.9)	compared	with	the	elders	–	you	(v.6).	He	
had already made the choice as to who he was going to listen to. All that Rehoboam 
needed	was	support	for	his	choice.	
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Since 1937 
(Inter-Denominational Institute)

Affiliated to the Senate of Serampore  
College (University)

COURSES OFFERED FOR 2019-20

COURSE DURATION QUALIFICATION AFFILIATION/

ACCREDITED
DCS (extension 

Course)
2 years 10+2 or 

equivalent
SSC

BCS (extension 
Course)

4 years any graduate 
Degree

SSC

B.D. (regular) 4 years any Degree SSC
B.D. (orientation) 5 years 10+2 or 

equivalent
SSC

M.th. (nt/theo.) 2 years B.D./M.Div. ata
M.Div. 3 years any graduate 

Degree 
ata

M.Div. (ug) 2 years B.th. (ata) ata
B.th. 3 years 10+2 or 

equivalent 
ata

Christian Worker’s 
Certificate

2 years any Lay Person SiBS

Further Details Contact: 
the Principal, SiBS, Po Box – 20, anandagiri, Bangarapet – 563114 

Kolar District, KarnatakaMobile: 9740007379/ 9900137691 
e-mail: academicoffice.sibs@gmail.com/ reachsibs@gmail.com 

https://www.southindiabiblicalseminary.org

SOUTH INDIA BIBLICAL SEMINARY
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Vijay Thangiah 
 is a Bible teacher and the former National Executive Director 

of India Youth For Christ.

LIGHT OF LIFE 71 MARCH  2016

After two days of just lying 
there in pain, some workers 
found her and put her on a 
makeshift cot and loaded her 
into their jeep and drove 150 
miles over deep rutted roads 
to find a doctor who could 
set the broken bones. But the 
very bumpy ride damaged 
her bones so badly that her 
hip never completely healed. 
He says, “I visited my mother 
in her mud-covered hut 
several weeks after all of this 
happened. I watched as she 
took two bamboo crutches 
that she had made herself, 
and moved from one place 
to another with her feet just 
dragging behind because 
she had lost all feeling in 
them.” He says, “At age 75, 
with a broken hip, unable 
to stand on her own two 
legs, I thought that I made a 
pretty intelligent suggestion. 
I suggested that she retire.” 
He says, “She turned around 
and looked at me and said, 
‘What value is that? If we try 
to preserve this body just a 
few more years and it is not 
being used for God, of what 
value is that?’ So she kept on 
working. She kept on riding 
her donkey to villages until 
she was 93 years old... And 
she continued to tell people 
about Jesus Christ until she 
died at age 95.”

5. Caleb experienced what God 
had promised!

 He climbed the mountains 
and he defeated the giants 
– he claimed his possession. 
The name of the place Caleb 
inherited used to be called 
Kirjatharba (city of the four 
giants). Now it was named 
Hebron (seat of association 
or fellowship). Caleb refused 
to quit until he had obtained 
everything the Lord had for 
him! He refused to stop until 
he had obtained that place of 
fellowship with God.

 Where are you in your 
personal walk with the 
Lord? Have you entered into 
your victory, or are you still 
wandering around in the 
wilderness struggling day 
to day? God has a place of 
peace and power for you, but 
you must be willing to claim 
your possession. It isn’t for 
the faint-hearted, but it is for 
the faith-hearted. 

 Half-hearted Christians are 
faint-hearted Christians, and 
they never learn to conquer 
the giants in their lives.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1.	 In	what	ways	do	we	see	today	the	operation	of	the	false	principle	
that	subjects	exist	for	the	king	and	not	the	king	for	the	subjects?

2.	 Rehoboam	had	the	wisest	father.	But	still	he	turned	out	to	be	a	fool.	
What	can	be	learned	from	this?

APPLICATION QUESTIONS
1. Why did Rehoboam ask advice from the elders before he asked 
his	friends?	

2.	 How	and	why	is	peer	pressure	so	powerful?	
3.	 What	 were	 the	 ‘elements’	 of	 Rehoboam’s	 hypocrisy?	 How	 are	
these	seen	in	our	day?	

MEMORY VERSE

“Whoever	walks	with	the	wise	becomes	wise,	but	the	companion	
of	fools	will	suffer	harm”	(Prov.13:20	ESV).

PRAYER 

Lord,	I	pray	that	when	I	am	faced	with	a	decision	to	be	made,	I	will	come	to	
You	first	and	not	be	swayed	by	my	peers.	Amen.

3.	How	did	Rehoboam	manage	to	hide	his	hypocrisy	from	public	view?
4.	What	could	Rehoboam	have	done	differently?

3.	He	followed	the	wrong	advice.	Alexander	Whyte	introduces	Rehoboam	with	the	
sentence:	“Just	by	one	insolent	and	swaggering	word,	King	Rehoboam	lost	forever	
the	 ten	 tribes	of	 Israel.”	What	 a	different	 history	of	 the	Jews	would	have	been	
written had Rehoboam not followed the advice of his reckless young counsellors. 

4.	He	failed	to	give	God	the	first	place.	Rehoboam	consulted	with	everyone	except	
God!	The	reason	is	obvious	–	the	King’s	mind	was	made	up,	he	was	following	self!	
He	consulted	the	elders.	He	consulted	his	friends.	But	he	did	not	consult	God.

At	first	he	seemed	to	be	pious	(2Chr.12:1).	But	later	when	he	grew	strong,	he	went	
after	other	gods	and	as	a	result	he	had	to	face	a	scourge	from	the	Egyptians.

There	seems	to	be	a	brief	penitence,	“Because	Rehoboam	humbled	himself,	 the	
Lord’s	anger	turned	from	him,	and	he	was	not	totally	destroyed”	(2Chr.12:5-8,12).	
But	this	seems	to	be	just	a	momentary	decision	to	save	his	face,	as	after	all	the	gold	
had	been	taking	away,	he	made	bronze	shields	just	to	keep	up	the	appearances.
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News
Church Disbands Because Of 
Persecution

(VOM): the Pakhluwa eternal 
Life Church in nepal grew to 30 
members in nine months before 
high-caste hindus began to object. 
At first the Hindus complained 
about the guitar and drums the 
Christians used for worship 
music. But when the church 
quit using musical instruments 
in worship, the hindus began 
demanding that the church stop 
celebrating the Lord’s Supper.  
the Christians then opted to 
travel to another church 30 miles 
away to celebrate communion 
with other believers once a 
month. Community opposition 
continued, until finally the church 
members decided to start meeting 
in homes instead of their church 
building. attendance fell by half, 
until the church disbanded. 
according to the pastor, nepali 
Hindus have been influenced in 
recent years by hindu extremists 
from india.

US Groups Condemn PM For 
Failure To Stop Attacks

(NHI): religious freedom 
activists from across the u.S. 
have criticised Prime Minister 
narendra Modi for his failure 

to stop the violence carried out 
by hindutva groups against 
religious minorities, including 
Muslims and Christians. at an 
event titled ‘religious freedom 
in India: A Briefing on Capitol 
hill’, organised by the indian 
american Muslim Council (iaMC) 
in Washington D.C., the activists 
urged the indian prime minister 
to condemn such violence against 
religious minorities as well as take 
all necessary measures to curb 
the rise of hindutva extremism 
and punish those involved in 
violence.

“the failure of Prime Minister 
Modi to definitively condemn and 
to definitively distance himself 
from the extreme elements of his 
party has played a substantial and 
significant role in bringing about 
the situation that we see today,” 
said Dr. Katrina Lantos Swett, 
former Chair of the united States 
Commission on international 
religious freedom (uSCirf), an 
independent bipartisan federal 
commission tasked with defending 
religious freedom outside the 
US. “Inflammatory rhetoric and 
a conception of india’s national 
identity increasingly based on 
religion have contributed to an 
atmosphere of intimidation, 
exclusion, and even violence 
directed at non-hindus,” she 
added, saying Muslims and 
Christians are the ‘primary 
victims’.
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Hindu Extremist Mob Tries To 
Burn Pastor Alive

(MSN): Pastor John Lakra was 
taking his 18-month-old baby 
to the hospital for emergency 
treatment in odisha state, 
india when hundreds of hindu 
extremists surrounded his car. 
the pastor, his wife and their three 
children were on the way when 
the mob began hurling stones at 
them and hitting the windows 
with rods as they shouted curses 
at him. earlier he had received 
word that hindu extremists were 
looking for him regarding a text 
message and photo insulting 
the hindu goddess Durga that a 
hacker had sent from his phone. 
he thought they only meant to 
talk with him. “then they poured 
a gallon of petrol on me,” he said. 
“right there, i was praying in my 
heart. after they poured petrol 
on me, miraculously there was 
a (power) blackout, and within 
minutes, police reached the spot 
and rescued me.”

Asia Bibi Protest Leader 
Arrested In Pakistan

(UCAN): Pakistan has launched a 
crackdown on a religious group 
who paralysed the country for 
three days after the acquittal of 
Christian death row inmate asia 
Bibi. Bibi, a mother of five who had 
been held in solitary confinement 
on death row since 2010, had her 
blasphemy conviction overturned 

by the Supreme Court. the 
court’s ruling sparked three days 
of violent protests led by Khadim 
Hussain Rizvi, the firebrand cleric 
and chief of tehreek-e-Labbaik 
Pakistan (tLP), a politico-
religious group known for its 
staunch support of draconian 
blasphemy laws.

Canadian Church Threatened 
With Losing Charity

(CP): activists in Canada are 
petitioning the government to 
remove a church’s tax-exempt 
status because it removed a 
woman from its membership roll 
after learning that she was in a 
same-sex relationship. Kimberley 
Mills lost her membership at 
Calvary Baptist Church in oshawa, 
ontario, after it was discovered 
that she was in a relationship that 
was, according to a letter quoted 
by local media, in “disobedience 
to the Scriptures.” after hearing 
about the church’s actions toward 
Mills, Mac Moreau, a political 
activist in oshawa, launched 
a letter-writing campaign to 
the Canada revenue agency 
demanding that the government 
entity review Calvary Baptist’s 
status as a charity.

“Charities that allow their 
resources to be used for activities 
that promote hate and intolerance 
shouldn’t receive benefits from 
the Canadian government – 
benefits that all Canadians 
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INDIA GRADUATE SCHOOL OF MISSIOLOGY 
(Member of ATA, Accreditation awaited) 

Admission for June 2019 
IGSM seeks to admit candidates with deep sense of Christian commitment and 
passion for missionary work and training. All courses are offered in English, and 
the students are expected to have a working knowledge of English. 
Courses offered: 
B.Th., degree (Three years) - Qualification +2 pass. 
M.Div., degree (Two years) - Qualification B.Th., degree 
M.Div., degree (Three years) - graduates with ministry experience. 
M.Th., degree (two years) – Qualification M.Div., degree   

Contact address:  
India Graduate School of Missiology, 

167, Red Hills Road, Ikkadu Kandigai, 
Tiruvallur, 602021, Chennai. 

Email:   andrewswamidoss@yahoo.com              
Cell Nos. 9629992840, 9380709875, 9943777106, 9445159913 

Campus is available for conducting Camps, conferences and retreats. 
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contribute to,” stated Moreau 
on facebook. Calvary Baptist 
Church sent the Christian Post a 
statement on Monday explaining 
that while they “love and care for 
everyone” church membership is 
based on “a voluntary association 
of like-minded individuals who 
share a commitment to the 
teachings of the Bible. those who 
choose to become members of 
Calvary Baptist Church share our 
theological and doctrinal beliefs 
and agree to live in accordance 
with those beliefs,” church 
leadership said. “When an 
individual ceases to hold those 
beliefs or live in accordance 
with them, as has recently 
happened, that individual may 
be removed from membership, 
but always remains welcome to 
attend our services and other 
programmes.”

Priest Assaulted By Hindu 
Nationalists

(Crux): a Catholic priest was 
attacked by a hindu mob in 
northern india, and then arrested 
by police after hindus accused 
him of causing the disturbance. 
Vineet Pereira was conducting a 
prayer service in ghohana town 
in uttar Pradesh when right-wing 
hindus attacked him, accusing 
him of trying to convert the local 
hindu population. the mob that 
attacked the priest were allegedly 
members of hindu yuva Vahini, a 
radical hindu youth group that 
tries to ‘re-convert’ hindus that 
have switched religions. after the 
attack, Pereira said police took 
him into custody – allegedly for 
his own safety – but then charged 
him the next day for rioting and 
unlawful assembly.
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APPLICATIONS INVITED FOR THE SELECTION OF PASTOR

union Church of Kotagiri, the nilgiris is independent english – Speaking 
evangelical and undenominational church and is seeking the services of a full – time 
pastor from 1st of January 2019.

Qualification

1. Committed Christian Candidates with B.th., M.Div., or B.D., from a recognized 
theological institute, seminary or college.

2. age: around 40 years.
3. a Couple is preferred with experience in Ministering in english.  Knowledge of 

tamil would be an added advantage.
4. Candidates with proper Credentials may apply immediately.
5. the application by e-mail and through surface post may be made to the 

following  address.
Address 

Mr. rickyraj Johnstone, Secretary, union hall and Spring hill trust,  
 the avenue Cottage, St. Luke’s Church road, Kotagiri- 643217.  

the nilgiris e-Mail:rickybelle@gmail.com/ jemandben@gmail.com 

all one in Christ 

UNION CHURCH-KOTAGIRI 
(established 1906)
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GoodSam	Medical	Centre	was	established	in	2001	with	a	vision	to	provide	Christlike	
Compassionate	care	 to	 the	villages	 in	and	around	Chinnamanur	 in	Theni	district.	
GoodSam	Medical	Centre	is	located	in	a	small	campus	surrounded	by	windmills	and	
beautiful	agricultural	lands.	The	objective	of	GMC	is	not	just	provide	relief	for	the	
people	but	also	to	bring	in	wholesome	healing	through	Christ	compassionate	Care.	
GMC	believes	that	the	body	and	the	soul	has	to	be	healed	for	a	person	to	experience	
wholesome	 healing.	We	 believe	 that	 the	 peaceful	 and	 Godly	 atmosphere	 at	 the	
hospital	along	with	the	Values	and	the	Kingdom	Culture	exhibited	by	the	Team	will	
bring	healing	to	everybody	who	comes	to	GMC.
In	GMC,	we	are	not	 just	offering	a	 job	for	medical	professionals	but	also	we	are	
encouraging	 Doctors	 with	 commitment	 to	 explore	 their	 passion	 in	 the	 medical	
field.	We	believe	that	the	wholesome	medical	care	given	will	help	develop	Healthy	
communities.
	We	wish	to	identify	a	core	group	who	can	work	together	to	make	this	vision	come	
alive.	It	is	vital	to	have	a	community	of	committed	Christian	professionals	to	share	
the	vision	and	contribute	in	every	way	to	take	GMC	to	the	next	level.	
There	will	be	subsidized	benefits	provided	 like	Boarding,	 lodging	and	also	school	
facilities	for	Children	to	make	the	passion	affordable	for	you.	However,	that	may	not	
be	the	primary	reason	for	you	to	join	us.	If	you	are	zealous	and	driven	by	passion	
to	serve	the	Lord	by	doing	your	best	through	the	medical	work,	please	do	 let	us	
know. 
We	 are	 currently	 looking	 for	 Christian	Medical	 Professionals	 with	 the	 following	
specializations

General Medicine M.D / Family Medicine

Obstetrics & Gynaecology M.D / DGO 

General Surgery M.S.

M.B.B.S with min 5 years experience

Nurses with Minimum 3 years experience

	You	can	call	the	following	people	if	you	are	interested	or	 
email us for any questions you may have 

Geoff	Finny	–	6282341844	(Geoff.finny@gmail.com) 
Sam	Thomas	–9446970763	(goodsam2000@hotmail.com)	

 Can you help to realize  
the Vision !
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