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YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 
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Let’s Thank God For His 
Protection

thank you for sending my Light 
of Life regularly and for the nice 
articles. 

especially, the testimony, 
‘Back from Death’s Door’, is very 
encouraging. thank god for his 
saving and healing hands.

I had five operations including 
two cancer operations, and by 
his grace and mercy, i am pulling 
on. The day before my first CA 
operation, when i was admitted 
in CMC, Vellore, the song from 
Chapel was ‘god sent his Son’. 
The first time I heard it and the 
chorus, ‘Because he lives, i can 
face tomorrow’, i thought it came 
just for me. the second time, 
when i was going to the operation 
theatre, the song that came to my 
mouth was, ‘if god is near me, 
why should i fear’ in tamil. So, 
let us be thankful to god for his 
protection.

Congratulations to Mr. fredric 
Dawson for taking so much 
trouble for the puzzle. May god’s 
blessing be more on him.

With prayer,
Elizabeth E. Arthur, Vellore, 

Tamil Nadu.
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A Great Blessing

Praise the Lord for the 
november issue of Light of Life. 
the issue begins with a thematic 
word of god. i appreciate Jacob 
ninan’s line that every authority 
comes along with responsibility. 
the two quotes at the end of 
the editorial are so enriching. 
Kuruvilla Chandy frankly explains 
what ails Christian ministries 
– empire building. in her short 
piece, esther Joseph sums up this 
way: satisfaction is the greatest 
wealth one could possess. esau 
had that understanding. V. M. 
abraham elaborates a number of 
things god sets aside. Spiritual 
worship is his choice, to cite one. 
Christians need to change their 
focus, priorities, life and goal, as 
i. g. Christian says. Manu george 
calls upon the church to change 

its current attitude toward 
the singles. ‘all about abba’ 
is a wonderful article subtly 
reminding us not to treat abba 
lightly. god is beyond our brain. yes, 
esther robinson. Certainly! the 
russians’ thirst for the word is 
admirable. B.K. Pramanik has 
written so much about it. Do you 
want to be a disciple of Christ? 
accept correction, says Sandeep 
Poonen from the Bible. When god 
touches a person, whole families 
are blessed. Very true, Seena 
ann! Wonderful testimony! D. g. 
Martin’s lovely poem is indeed 
a commitment to reach souls 
for Christ. the magazine in its 
entirety is a great blessing to me 
and others.

P. Selvaraj, Pollachi,  
Tamil Nadu.

Seeking alliance for a Pune based, well educated and family oriented 
boy - MBa, working for MnC  in the hr department, tall (5’9”), fair, 
handsome, a believer, rooted in good Christian and family values, 
aged 28 years. Preference for a believer, homely, working girl from 
a good family and with good Christian values. 

Contact no. 9226230603. Send latest photographs at neelag17@
gmail.com.

MATRIMONIAL

Have you noticed that Light of Life is now available in 
a smartphone friendly EPUB format? Visit our web site 
www.lightoflife-india.com for details and subscription.
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getting baptised in water by the 
apostles. immediately following 
this, they started to meet together 
regularly to listen to the teaching 
of the apostles and to pray. they 
also started ‘breaking bread’ 
together in memory of the Saviour 
and expressing their fellowship 
with one another. next, we have 
a report of about 5000 people 
coming to faith after listening to 
the preaching of Peter after the 
healing of a lame man.

What we are told about the 
‘churches’ (gatherings) of these 
Christians (even though the name 
‘Christian’ came later at antioch) 
is that they met together in the 
temple and houses. Shortly 
afterwards, the temple became 
out of bounds for Christians 
as the Jewish leaders began 
to oppose them, and then the 
‘churches’ were in houses. one 
interesting thing for us to note 
is that the ‘church in Jerusalem’ 
was itself seen as many ‘local 
churches’ meeting in houses. 

Editorial

ARE WE MISSING SOMETHING  
IN OUR CHURCH?

Due to long-term misuse, 
the word ‘church’ has 
come to mean the 

building in which Christians meet 
to worship. But many know that it 
was originally meant only to refer 
to the gathering or assembly of 
Christians, irrespective of the 
place where this happened. the 
church consists of the people 
who meet together and not 
the place where they meet. in 
fact, the early churches used to 
meet in houses, public places, 
river banks or wherever it was 
convenient! as a gathering of 
Christians, the church is referred 
to as the temple of god or the 
bride of Christ.

The first church was in 
Jerusalem and came to existence 
on the Day of Pentecost when 
Jews listened to the preaching of 
the gospel by Peter, repented and 
put their trust in Jesus as their 
Saviour. those who believed were 
about 3000 in number, and they 
also acknowledged their faith by 
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there is no record of all of them 
meeting together in one place. 
We can assume that the apostles 
kept visiting the local churches 
and later appointed ‘elders’ in 
different local churches.

here we see the body of Christ, 
which we can call ‘the universal 
church’, consisting of all those 
who belong to Christ, being seen 
publicly as many ‘local churches’ 
in different places. Later on, as 
churches came up in other places, 
starting with antioch, they were 
all seen as local churches that 
together formed the universal 
church.

as time went on, and the num-
ber of local churches increased, 
two developments seem to have 
taken place. Many local churches 
became parts of denominations 
with uniformity of doctrines 
and practices, and a hierarchy 
of authority. Many other local 
churches remained independent 
with their own special emphasis 
on doctrine, but as numbers in-
creased, they too had a tenden-
cy to become denominations. a 
third development has happened 
more recently in the form of 
megachurches, which are ‘local’ 
independent churches with very 
large numbers meeting in huge 
halls. these megachurches some-
times operate ‘care cells’ in which 
smaller groups of the church 
meet during the week in order 

Editorial
to facilitate better fellowship and 
care for the members.

The character of different 
churches varies. Some are prac-
tically dead spiritually, but car-
rying on with their tradition and 
formality. there is no preaching 
of salvation because they assume 
they are all Christians by birth, 
or by what they profess. Some 
others focus on evangelism, but 
those who join the church do not 
receive any teaching on becoming 
disciples. as a result, people re-
main stagnant spiritually. there 
are others who major on disciple-
ship and holiness who tend to fo-
cus on themselves and look down 
on others. Some churches pay 
much attention to social uplift-
ment, while neglecting personal 
growth. Bible studies become the 
major attraction in some church-
es, while prayer seems to be more 
important for some others. Praise 
and worship singing has become 
the outstanding feature of some 
churches, while experiencing and 
exercising the supernatural gifts 
of the holy Spirit seem to be the 
main attraction in some other 
churches. even though some 
churches endeavour to be bal-
anced and show all-round devel-
opment, it seems that all of them 
end up lacking in something or 
the other!

another factor that comes into 
play is the temperament of the 
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founder/leader of the church. 
This seems to affect the emphasis 
that the church lays on different 
doctrines and the corresponding 
choice of ministries. the stronger 
the leader’s personality and 
charisma, the more closely the 
church follows his personal 
preferences. this could be one 
explanation for why churches 
focus on certain ministries at the 
cost of neglecting others.

is this by god’s overall 
design that different churches 
emphasise different ministries, 
so that everyone should learn to 
be inter-dependent on the others 
and also to care for the others? 
every church lacks some things 
that they ought to receive from 
other churches. Ministries that 
are missing in churches can be 
availed of from others. it is god’s 
desire that everyone would have 
something to contribute towards 
the growth of the others, and that 
we would all be able to grow up 
together (eph.4:15,16). this would 
be theoretically possible because 
even in the same locality, there 
tend to be other local churches and 
there is great scope for cooperation. 
What hinders this are differences 
in doctrine, the desire of each 
church to be independent, pastors 
protecting their flocks with great 
jealousy, etc.

Some people have tried to force 
some kind of a ‘oneness’ among 

churches by agreeing to avoid 
talking about differences and to 
celebrate the points of agreement. 
But with differences lurking in the 
background – including between 
those who have been born again 
and those who only imagine so, 
and those who depend mostly 
on their natural abilities and 
skills, and those who seek to be 
led by the Spirit – we can see 
how this kind of oneness can be 
only superficial at best and very 
precarious at other times.

Jesus’ dream for his church 
is that we should become one, 
just as he is with the father. 
god recognises that oneness 
in doctrine is not fully possible 
on earth, even though that is 
something we should work 
towards (eph.4:13 implies this, 
talking about attaining to the unity 
of ‘the faith’). My personal theory 
is that there are no two people on 
earth who see perfectly eye to eye 
on all matters of doctrine. it is also 
unrealistic to look for uniformity 
among the churches with respect 
to the way they conduct their 
meetings, singing, etc.

it is only the life of Jesus working 
within us that holds any promise 
of oneness among us. it is only 
as we grow in the character of 
Christ and this is promoted in 
the churches as a primary goal 
that any progress can be made 
towards the spiritual growth of the 
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(universal) body of Christ across 
the world. all attempts directed 
in any other direction will finally 
come to face roadblocks. it is as 
each church works on becoming 
more like Christ that there comes 
even an openness towards those 
who see and do things differently 
to see what they can learn from 
them.

one of the ministry 
goals that the apostle 
Paul had was to make 
everyone in the church 
complete or mature in 
Christ (Col.1:28,29). 
he did everything 
he could and made 
sure he did not omit 
anything that could 
profit them in this 
direction (acts 20:27). 
this would obviously 
include providing for every kind 
of help that people would need in 
the church, and also for equipping 
everyone to be able to fulfil their 
individual calling in ministry.

Such a thing will not be possible 
in fragmented local churches that 
keep themselves isolated from 
the other churches and focus on 
their favourite set of ministries. 
individuals who are in need of 
special help that is not available 
in their own church may not be 
aware that such help is available 
in some other church! Many 
times people seeking help from 
other churches are seen as being 

disloyal to their church and often 
their pastors forbid their flock 
from going to any other folds for 
help!

one can wish that things will 
get better, but that does not mean 
that till such systemic changes 
take place in the church, we 
should remain underfed or in 

bondage. individuals 
who recognise their 
need and have a 
longing to have more 
of god in their life must 
learn to look beyond 
their churches for 
things that will meet 
their special needs. 
this can be done 
by occasional visits 
to other churches, 
attending special 
meetings, fellowship 

with people from other churches, 
reading from books and the 
internet, etc. it may even turn out 
that we may discover ministries 
that god has called us for, but 
which are not encouraged in our 
present church! Local churches 
are parts of the universal body 
of Christ. But isn’t our loyalty 
to Christ to be more than to our 
local church?

Jacob Ninan

One of the ministry 
goals that the apostle 
Paul had was to make 
everyone in the church 
complete or mature in 
Christ (Col.1:28,29). 
He did everything 

he could and made 
sure he did not omit 
anything that could 
profit them in this 

direction.
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world, and Jesus ventured where 
angels hadn’t gone ahead to get 
the place ready for him to do a 
photo-opportunity type of clean-
up operation. and the holy Spirit, 
sinning against whom is beyond 
all forgiveness, accompanied 
Jesus the whole time. for god, it 
was no excursion or pastime.

think about it. Would you 
send your son or daughter into 
a situation that would put him 
or her at risk? or, would you 
yourself go where you could catch 
an infection or be killed?

Jesus came into our sinful, 
filthy world by choice. We don’t 
think about that aspect of the 
Lord‘s coming, because every 
year we have such a jolly good 
time celebrating Christmas. the 
manger in our Christmas plays 
looks so clean. The air is filled with 
the sound of well-loved carols, 
and our homes have the aroma of 
freshly baked Christmas cake. no, 
there’s no way we can think of the 
birth of the Lord Jesus as having 
been an unpleasant experience 
for him. after all, as the carol 
says, “the baby awakes, no crying 
he makes.” Subconsciously, we 
think of the Baby Jesus as having 
enjoyed all the fuss of angels 
singing, shepherds coming to 

Prime Minister narendra 
Modi has been vigorously 
beating the drum 

for swachh bharat (clean india). 
on this issue, the usual divisions 
of politics have not come into 
play. everybody seems to be 
united about the goal. at least, 
other political parties cannot 
reasonably oppose it. When 
officials and celebrities go into 
places with their brooms, they 
choose places that are relatively 
clean and only slightly dirty. a 
little bit of dry dirt is strategically 
dumped for them to sweep up. for 
them, it’s just a brief excursion 
and they exploit it as a photo op 
for their own publicity. they are 
not trying to clean up any place 
that is overflowing with stinky, 
oozing, muck, crawling with 
worms and swarming with flies. 
they don’t go anywhere near an 
actual garbage dump or filthy 
public toilet. they draw the line 
there.

Sleazy World

Contrast that kind of superficial 
clean-up operation with what 
god did. the father knowingly 
sent his own Son into a physically 
and morally contaminated 

BY CHOICE
Exercising choice is a God-likeness of the human nature.

KURUVILLA CHANDY
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Quotable Quotes

see him and wise men bringing 
him expensive gifts. Because we 
ourselves have such warm, cuddly 
feelings about the season and our 
celebrations, we think it was just 
a wonderful time for our Lord.

Luke barely touched on the stark 
circumstances of the birth of our 
Lord. he said that there was no 
proper room, and so the baby had 
to be laid in a manger. Do we even 
know what a manger is? it is a 
wooden trough for feeding cattle. 
instead of soft baby clothes, there 
were only ‘strips of cloth’—rags. 
no, it wasn’t a pretty picture one 
could put on a Christmas card.

While Matthew doesn’t paint 
a picture of the family having 
lived in squalor, the picture is 
uglier and bloodier, because they 
were deprived of the security of 
their own home and had to flee 
as refugees ahead of herod’s 
marauding soldiers sent to kill 
‘innocents’.

Downward Spiral

Paul remarked that though he 
could have kept on clinging to 
his divinity, Jesus embraced our 
humanity: “Who, being in very 
nature god, did not consider 
equality with god something to 
be used to his own advantage; 
rather, he made himself nothing 
by taking the very nature of a 
servant, being made in human 
likeness. and being found in 

appearance as a man, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to 
death — even death on a cross!” 
(Php.2:5-8). Jesus came to earth 
in a downward spiral — from 
being god to becoming human, 
to being a slave, to being a mere 
mortal, to being condemned 
to die a criminal. going down, 
down, down — that is what the 
incarnation meant for Jesus.

the incarnation was no disguise 
that Jesus donned. he wasn’t 
playing a part. he lived in that 
state for about thirty-three years.

Some weeks back, i was 
watching a film depicting the 
brutal flogging that Jesus was 
given, prior to being crucified. I’d 
seen such films before. Always 
my subconscious thought was 
that it’s just a film. It wasn’t 
happening. the actor playing the 
part of Jesus was not experiencing 
any of it. however, this time, 
when i heard the actor groan 
loudly, i forgot about it being only 
a dramatisation. i consciously 
thought about the agony suffered 
by Christ Jesus.

there is a tendency to 
spiritualise the agonies of our 
Lord. While i give mental assent 
to the fact of the physical reality 
of the Lord’s sufferings, I veer 
toward focussing on the spiritual 
aspects of Christ’s sufferings. It 
is important for us to remember 
that Jesus was brutalised and 
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it hurt and he bled — just like 
we would if we underwent such 
harsh treatment. When Jesus 
came to earth, it was no picnic. 
it was life with needs, troubles, 
hurts and pains. there were some 
occasions of joy and laughter, 
but given the fact that Jesus was 
born into a poor, daily-wage-
earning labourer’s home, times 
of desperation would have been 
many more in number.

Inhabiting Carnality

that wasn’t all. Paul said further, 
that Jesus came “in the likeness 
of sinful flesh” (Rom.8:3). That 
is, he incarnated himself in our 
carnality.

god had made humans in 
his image. they were meant 
to display god-likeness. they 
failed to do that. and so, god all-
powerful, all-wise, utterly holy 
took on himself the likeness of 
imperfect, sinful humanity.

Paul’s description of the 
incarnation as Jesus being ‘in the 
likeness of sinful flesh’ tells us 
that even the spiritual aspect of 
the incarnation was ugly. it wasn’t 
a clean, spiritual incarnation at 
all. Christ’s Spirit lived inside 
sinful flesh. What could be more 
terrible for the utterly holy 
god, than to be so mixed up in 
sinful flesh? God was not merely 
indwelling a physical body, but 
had impregnated sinful flesh.

Only Reason

and god did all that by choice. 
Why? What for? Because he loved 
people who were perishing in sin 
and wanted to save them: “for 
god so loved the world that he 
gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life. for 
god did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but 
to save the world through him” 
(Jn.3:16,17).

Many people think of the 
incarnation (and the atoning 
death of Jesus) as just a lavish 
display of god’s love. yes, it was 
love, but the love had the aim and 
purpose of saving people.

When god-incarnate took birth, 
he was given the name ‘Jesus’ 
because he would “save his people 
from their sins” (Matt.1:21). 
that was the sole reason for the 
incarnation. if people didn’t need 
to be saved, there would have 
been no incarnation.

in a general sort of way, we agree 
that the world needs saving. it 
keeps on going from bad to worse 
and there’s need for some saving or 
cleaning up. that is an observation 
that we make as onlookers. We 
don’t consider ourselves a part 
of the mess. We don’t think of 
ourselves as those in need of being 
cleaned up or saved.

Most people belonging to polite 
society don’t think of themselves 
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as needing to be saved. they 
think they are pretty good, and 
they hope that, in the end, they 
will get into heaven. they think 
they deserve to be in heaven 
because they have been living 
decent lives.

true, compared to immoral 
persons, robbers, and murderers, 
we’re good — very good. But moral 
derelicts are not the standard 
for measuring our goodness or 
worthiness. god is the standard. 
the target he has set for us is his 
own holiness: “Be holy, for i am 
holy” (Lev.11:44). everyone has 
missed the target and so no one 
deserves heaven (rom.3:23). i 
don’t deserve heaven. you don’t 
deserve heaven. that is the 
bottom line when the sum of all 
our goodness is totalled.

this is why we need a Saviour. 
But do humans admit such a 
need?

Our Choice

here’s what John said, “he 
made the world, but it refused 
to acknowledge him. he came to 
his own, and his own received 
him not” (1:10-11). on top of 
the painfulness of being in our 
world, the Lord was subjected to 
rejection. In effect, human pride 
was tauntingly saying to god, 
“nobody asked you to come. We 
humans have always found our 
own solutions — as we always do 
— sooner or later.”

in the days of the incarnation, 
Jesus said that prostitutes and 
tax collectors (those who were 
aware of their moral and spiritual 
failure) were getting into the 
kingdom of god, while people 
who were religious were staying 
out. that’s true even today. if we 
lead good, pious lives, we feel that 
we don’t need any saving. only 
immoral, thieving and murderous 
people need a Saviour. unless and 
until we think we need saving, we 
just will not accept the Saviour.

Jesus still comes to his own — 
those in churches, those who are 
identified as Christians. Today 
also, many of his own do not 
receive him because they cannot 
accept the notion that they need 
to be saved.

rejection is a matter of 
exercising choice — choosing 
not to choose or accept what is 
on offer. The right and ability to 
choose is the essence of being 
human. it sets us apart from 
the rest of creation. all other 
creatures live by instinct. Birds 
build nests the same way their 
‘ancestors’ did ages ago. they 
make no improvements to their 
homes. they haven’t graduated 
from thatch to brick and cement. 
animals are the same way. they 
consume food the same way as 
their ancestors did centuries ago. 
they don’t cook their food or try 
different cuisines.
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exercising choice is the god-
likeness of human nature. Where 
choice is concerned, we are not 
part of the animal world, but 
belong to the spirit world.

Sadly, our first parents chose 
against god and humanity fell 
into the pattern of rejecting 
god. Still, it’s not instinctive. We 
can break out of the pattern and 
make a new choice. that is why, 
even though Jesus was rejected by 
most, those who did receive him, 
became children of god (1:12,13). 
throughout the gospel penned 
by John, Jesus is heard telling 
people that if they believe, they 
will have eternal life (3:16). they 
will know right away (before the 

end comes) that they have eternal 
life and would not be condemned, 
but will have already passed from 
death to life (5:24). their life will 
be abundant or full (10:10). they 
already have eternal life because 
they ‘know’ (have interaction 
with) god (17:3).

the incarnation is about god 
choosing to be with us in our 
sinful flesh. And now the ball is in 
our court. Do we choose the god 
who chooses us?
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miraculous gifts may not be 
present in a church. In such 
a situation, James said that 
anyone who is sick is to ask the 
elders of the church to anoint 
him or her and pray for healing, 
and the promise of God is that 
healing will come in answer to 
the prayer of faith (5:13-15). We 
need to have more faith about 
this promise and put it into 
practice among us.

We are indeed living in better 
days. If we were living in the 
time when Jesus was on the 
earth, we would have found 
Jesus “sent only to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel” 
(Matt.15:24). Or, like Martha and 

Mary discovered that just when 
someone was sick unto death, 
Jesus was not there (Jn.11:1-
44). We have the Holy Spirit in 
us and the Holy Spirit is more 
powerful than the spirits that 
inhabit the world (1Jn.4:4). The 
Holy Spirit will empower us 
to glorify Jesus, but we need to 
stop treating Him like a ghost. 
We have to stop ignoring Him. 
We need to let Him have His 
way with us in our lives and in 
our churches. 
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accord, people who believed 
were being added daily to that 
group.

Later, with the martyrdom of 
Stephen, a wave of persecution 
was unleashed and that caused 
a dispersal of the disciples to 
different places. Wherever they 
went, they spread the gospel. 
Little cells of the disciples came up 
in those areas. But, by and large, 
the Gospel was being addressed to 
the Jews only.

it is in this connection that god 
takes the initiative to convince 
Peter, through a vision in Joppa, 
that “what god has cleansed, 
you should not call common.” 
Peter went to the house of the 
roman centurion Cornelius and 
witnessed another miracle there, 
of the holy Spirit being poured 
over the believing gentiles even 
before they were baptised. these 
were indeed great experiences 
for Peter to teach him the mind 
of god. But the real change in 
Peter is witnessed only later at 
the Jerusalem Council (acts 15). 
in between, Paul, a comparative 
late-comer to Christianity, had 

the origin and growth of 
the church at antioch 
make a fascinating study 

which we Christians often tend 
to ignore. But the fact is that god 
took the initiative in his own 
hands and acted to form a church 
of the gentiles in antioch, even 
without the knowledge of the 
apostles in Jerusalem (acts11:20-
24). He used it further to fulfil His 
purposes for mankind.

the last command given by 
our Lord Jesus Christ before 
ascending to heaven was: “you 
shall receive power when the 
holy Spirit has come upon you; 
and you shall be witnesses to Me 
in Jerusalem and in Judea and 
Samaria and to the end of the 
earth” (acts 1:8). the holy Spirit 
came to the apostles and other 
disciples in Jerusalem on the 
Day of Pentecost. great things 
followed. With a single sermon 
from the apostle Peter, three 
thousand souls were added to 
the disciples. this was indeed 
the birth of the church. as the 
disciples continued with one 

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE 
CHURCH AT ANTIOCH

God used the church at Antioch and Barnabas to bring Paul to 
the centre of activity.

K. P. LUKE VYDHIAN



18Light of Life January 2018

to question Peter’s behaviour in 
separating himself from gentile 
Christians and eating only with 
the Jews.

the apostles and the Jewish 
Christians in Jerusalem were quite 
satisfied with what was happen-
ing in Jerusalem and with their 
experiment with community liv-
ing by pooling all resources and 
sharing them equitably among 
all disciples. But even there, mur-
murs arose about treatment of 
widows from a non-Jewish back-
ground, triggering the selection 
and appointment of deacons in 
the church. But god was not ful-
ly satisfied with all these things 
happening in Jerusalem. his com-
mission of witnessing to the ends 
of the earth was being ignored. 
So, once again, god takes matters 
into his own hand. he uses not 
the apostles, but totally unknown 
persons, whose names were not 
even considered worthwhile to 
be mentioned in the Bible, to 
achieve his purposes.

in acts 11:20, it is recorded 
that men from Cyprus and Cyrene 
came to antioch and spoke 
to hellenists, preaching Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the hand of the 
Lord was with them and a great 
number believed and turned to 
the Lord. that was the beginning 
of the church at antioch. We do 
not know whether these men 
from Cyprus and Cyrene were of 

Jewish origin or not. in fact, we 
do not know anything about these 
people whom god used for his 
great purpose. But presently, we 
will come to know how god used 
this church which he created 
from almost nowhere, for the 
beginning of world evangelism. 
establishing a church at antioch 
was the turning point for the 
church to expand beyond the 
confines of Jerusalem, Judea and 
Samaria into the world at large. 

although the church at antioch 
came into being without the 
knowledge of the apostles 
in Jerusalem, the news of a 
flourishing, Gentile church in far off 
antioch did reach them in course 
of time. it is to their credit that 
they chose a man like Barnabas 
and sent him to antioch to guide 
the nascent church. i see the hand 
of the holy Spirit in this choice as 
well. Barnabas reached antioch 
promptly and was pleased with 
what he saw there. Barnabas is 
described in the book of acts as a 
good man and it was his character 
trait to encourage others wherever 
such encouragement was needed. 
Barnabas encouraged the antioch 
church to continue in the Lord 
with fullness of heart. a great 
many people were added to the 
Lord. 

any other person in the position 
of Barnabas would have been 
happy with what was happening 



19Light of Life January 2018

and would have continued to 
guide the church with himself 
as their ‘friend, philosopher and 
guide’. What a privilege for him 
to head a growing church like 
the one in antioch! But Barnabas 
was not satisfied with what he 
could achieve in the antioch 
church. he was quite aware of 
the latent potential of the church 
and what could be achieved with 
inspired leadership of a higher 
level. then the thought of a man 
called Saul from tarsus came to 
his mind. (it must have been the 
prompting of the holy Spirit.) 
he had introduced this man to 
the apostles when he had come 
to Jerusalem, after his three year 
scrutiny of the Scriptures in far 
off Arabia, where he could remain 
undisturbed and un-distracted. 
Saul’s intent was to understand 
what the holy Scriptures said 
about Jesus Christ, who had 
seized him dramatically on his 
way to Damascus. even at that 
first encounter, the Lord had told 
him what he had in store for Saul. 
But the apostles in Jerusalem 
didn’t have much use of the 
man, even when he had come to 
Jerusalem, and after they heard 
of his miraculous encounter with 
the Lord. their reaction was to 
take him to Caesarea and bundle 
him off to his native place, Tarsus, 
as they perceived a threat to his 
life. thus, Saul of tarsus, ‘the 
chosen vessel of god to bear 

his name to gentiles, kings and 
the children of israel’ was for all 
practical purposes consigned to 
oblivion, far removed from every 
action connected with Christ or 
his church.

But god’s plans cannot be 
thwarted by human predilections 
or mindsets. in the case of Saul, 
god used the newly established 
church at antioch and Barnabas 
to bring him back to the centre 
of activity. Barnabas did not 
think twice before he set out 
for tarsus, leaving the work on 
hand at antioch. he searched 
diligently for Saul in tarsus and 
found him ultimately. Barnabas 
could convince Saul about the 
work waiting for him in antioch. 
He took the final step towards 
world evangelism then and 
there, without even knowing 
what awaited him. there was no 
turning back for Saul thereafter.

there is an interesting minor 
detail in Luke’s narrative of the 
work of these two men of god in 
antioch and thereafter. in the be-
ginning, these two are mentioned 
with the name of Barnabas first, 
followed by that of Saul. But this 
order of precedence is reversed 
after a time indicating the rela-
tive importance of these two for 
the gospel of god. Barnabas was 
the person ordained by the apos-
tles in Jerusalem for guiding the 
church at antioch. Saul was an 
addition made by Barnabas at his 



20Light of Life January 2018

own discretion. But god’s priori-
ties ultimately prevailed. Saul of 
tarsus was transformed into the 
apostle Paul. What a formidable 
addition for the early church and 
the purposes of god!

Barnabas and Paul worked 
together in antioch for a year, 
with great results. the church 
attained a degree of maturity 
during that period so that they 
developed other leaders from 
among themselves, that they be-
came bold enough to set apart 
Paul and Barnabas for greater 
work for god. it was the holy 
Spirit that prompted the church 
leaders at antioch to separate 
Barnabas and Saul for mission-
ary activities, in the outer world. 
But it was the church leaders at 
antioch who laid their hands on 
Saul and Barnabas, prayed for 
them and sent them on their way 
for the work of god. that was the 
first commissioning of missionar-
ies by any church. We should also 
note that these men of god found 
it necessary, at the end of their 
missionary journeys, to report 
back to the church at antioch.

The work that these first 
missionaries could carry out in 
asia and europe by the grace 
of god is recorded in detail by 
Luke in the book of acts. the 
purpose of god in witnessing to 
the ends of the earth could not be 
completed by them. But they did 
make an impressive start. the 

task remains incomplete to this 
day. now the task is in the hands 
of the church and its members. 
Will we rise to the task and fulfil 
the great Commission of our Lord 
so that his Second Coming is not 
unduly delayed further?

i cannot close this piece of 
writing on antioch without 
mentioning another fact. it was 
in antioch that the disciples were 
first named as Christians. Till 
then, they were known as the 
‘people of the way’. at best, this 
group would have remained a 
sub-sect of Judaism. and that is 
how the early Jewish Christians 
wanted it to be, by insisting that 
gentile Christians should observe 
the Law of Moses, even after 
becoming followers of Christ. We 
know, particularly from the earlier 
part of Paul’s letter to the galatian 
churches, how intensely he had 
to fight these forces for the cause 
of Christ. While the church might 
have been born on Pentecost day 
in Jerusalem, there is no doubt 
that Christianity, as we know 
today, started with the emergence 
of a church at antioch. there is 
also absolutely no doubt that it 
was god who was guiding all these 
developments all the way. 
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Christ is the head of the 
church and, as such, 
proper governance of 

the church must be in his hands. 
god wants the government of 
his people, to be carried out by 
the people of his choice, for his 
people. god exercises this control 
through his chosen men, who 
are under the control of the holy 
Spirit, in accordance with the 
stipulations in god’s word. Men 
are only instruments in god’s 
hand for achieving the divine 
purpose. unless the chosen men 
are sensitive to the leading of the 
holy Spirit and obedient to his 
command, the divine purpose 
cannot be achieved. Majority 
decision cannot achieve this divine 
purpose. however, elections are 
held in many churches to select 
the most popular person(s) and 
thus to give the appearance of 
democracy in the management 
of church affairs. Several 
malpractices are reported, even 
in the secular media, about such 
elections regularly.

GOVERNANCE OF 
CHURCHES

The apostles were guided by the Holy Spirit, and gave spiritual 
stipulations to the churches.

P. ABRAHAM it was recently reported in the 
newspapers that election to select 
members of the governing body 
of a church in our country would 
be carried out by the members 
of that church, in the next few 
weeks. this denomination has 
around 160 churches. though all 
the members of the constituent 
churches should be able to vote 
in the impending election, it is 
doubtful whether this will really 
happen, since those who are 
presently in control want only a 
limited number of the members, 
who are their supporters, to 
exercise their franchise. all the 
members of all the constituent 
churches are being asked to 
register their names in the 
list of voters so that they can 
legitimately vote during the 
impending election.

Semblance Of Democracy

The effort of those who are 
now controlling the affairs of 
the churches is to ensure that 
only their henchmen will get 
elected, if only a limited number 
of members who are within their 
control are allowed to vote in the 
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proposed election. this farce is 
indulged in so as to make sure that 
it will appear to be democratic 
in the eyes of the public, while 
they continue their authoritarian 
control unquestioned. there are 
many churches which indulge 
in this exercise periodically and 
thus ensure that their control on 
the affairs of their church remains 
unquestioned, year after year.

there are many churches today, 
where even such semblance 
of democratic principles is 
not in vogue in governing the 
churches. they have not held 
any election any time; of course, 
they do not have any 
such requirement, 
in their shrewdly 
formed bylaws, to be 
exercised periodically. 
in such churches, the 
affairs are managed 
by a bunch of self-
appointed trustees, 
who carry on their activities 
and routinely serve their selfish 
political interests. they are not 
accountable to anybody. they 
meet together occasionally and 
conduct annual meetings to meet 
the stipulations of the confidential 
bylaws they have conveniently 
framed, and play musical chairs 
among themselves! While serving 
as the trustees, they fan the flames 
of conflicts arising routinely 
within the constituent churches, 

and play some people against 
others, to maintain their abusive 
power unquestioned. For selfish 
reasons, they play politics within 
the congregations. they create 
division within the churches and 
indulge in corrupt practices, while 
dealing with finances and church 
properties. there is no limit to 
the absurdities that these people 
are indulging in, on a regular 
basis. no one has elected them to 
these positions of power, over the 
ignorant, innocent people! it is 
not known where they draw their 
legitimacy from! 

Dumb Spectators

a bunch of men group 
themselves together 
and conveniently 
frame some rules 
to form a trust, to 
register it under the 
Charitable trusts act. 
they assume that this 
provides them legal 

protection. they do not realise 
that this exercise can be very 
damaging, if someone drags them 
before the Charity Commissioner! 
respectful of the ‘charisma’ of 
these men and persuaded by 
their flattering tongue, many 
innocent people become the 
members of their churches, which 
are governed by these trusts. 
the rules they have framed are 
confidential for the members 
of these churches, who have to 

There are many 
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even such semblance 
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principles is not in 

vogue in governing the 
churches. 
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remain as dumb spectators of 
all that is going on. the job of 
the members in the constituent 
churches is only to ‘pay and pray’. 
these men in authority do not 
operate transparently and they 
are not accountable to anyone. 
they amass wealth in course 
of time and have a luxurious 
lifestyle. The craze for filthy lucre 
is never ending. foreign jaunts 
are additional incentives. they 
mismanage the affairs of these 
churches, as they are ignorant of 
the stipulations in the word of god, 
and even the accepted practices in 
the secular world. In effect, these 
men evolve themselves, in due 
course, into a mutual admiration 
club. they exercise control on the 
local churches, in contravention 
of the stipulations of the word of 
god, and in violation of the new 
testament practices; further, 
since they have had very little 
or no exposure to the practices 
prevalent in the world and other 
churches, their practices do not 
even match with the secular 
principles, leave alone biblical 
principles. When these ‘leaders’ 
behave in this manner, you can 
well imagine how the ordinary 
members of the constituent 
churches will behave!

 there is neither any term of 
office, nor age of retirement for 
these men and they continue 

in these positions till they are 
‘called home’! Some of them want 
to go even further; they want to 
have the right to nominate their 
successors, before leaving planet 
earth!

Shepherding The Flock

the word of god stipulates 
the following qualifications for 
an overseer: “an overseer must 
be above reproach as a steward 
of god. he must not be arrogant 
or quick-tempered, or drunkard 
or violent, or greedy for gain, 
but hospitable, a lover of good, 
self-controlled, upright, holy, 
disciplined. He must hold firm to 
the trustworthy word as taught, 
so that he may be able to give 
instruction in sound doctrine, 
and also to rebuke those who 
contradict it” (tit.1:7- 9). the 
apostle Peter exhorts his fellow 
elders to “shepherd the flock of 
god, exercising oversight, not 
under compulsion but willingly, 
not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 
not domineering over those in 
your charge, but being examples 
to the flock” (1Pet.5:2-3). 

the apostles, who travelled 
all over the then known world, 
were disciples of Christ; they 
were constantly guided by the 
holy Spirit, and gave spiritual 
stipulations to the churches 
through their letters. Paul was no 
exception. his brief autobiography, 
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in his epistle to the church in 
Philippi, clarifies this excellently 
well: “What things were gain to 
me, these i have counted as loss 
for Christ. yet indeed i also count 
all things loss for the excellence of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord, for whom I have suffered 
the loss of all things, and count 
them as rubbish, that i may gain 
Christ...” (Php.3:7-11). What a 
contrast with the modern day 
‘leaders’!

Demarcation 

the word of god 
makes it clear that 
there should be a 
clear demarcation 
of religious and 
administrative affairs 
in the churches. in 
the first century, the 
apostles prescribed that “it is 
not desirable that we should 
leave the word of god and serve 
tables” (acts 6:2). they said: “We 
will give ourselves continually to 
prayer and to the ministry of the 
word” (acts 6:4). however, we 
in the twenty first century have 
turned it upside down; many in 
the clergy (even among those 
who preach the Biblical doctrine 
that there is no priesthood in 
new testament churches) now 
would like to ‘serve tables’ only; 
they want to be in administrative 
positions all the time, to exercise 
financial power and handle 

money, to wield authority over 
the people. at present, the 
clergy prefer to get involved in 
administrative affairs and are 
not interested in concentrating 
on spiritual matters, which are 
treated as secondary. Surprisingly, 
some of the committees have 
only members of the clergy in 
them; there is no participation 
of the ‘laity’ in deciding on 
administrative or secular matters. 
People are getting disgusted with 

the resultant messy 
state of affairs in these 
churches, and are 
therefore leaving for 
other groups. it is time 
for the members of the 
churches to exercise 
the full powers of their 
Biblical convictions, 
realising that they, and 

not the clergy, are the church. Paul 
has exhorted us as follows: “Do all 
things without complaining and 
disputing, that you may become 
blameless and harmless, children 
of god without fault in the 
midst of a crooked and perverse 
generation, among whom you 
shine as lights in the world...” 
(Php.2:14,15).
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The Wonder Of The Bible

the Bible is the oldest book in 
existence, but it is still the world’s 
bestseller. there are no new 
editions, but only reprints. it is still 
relevant for our present day. the 
Bible took 1600 years to write. it 
contains 66 books written by more 
than 40 different people, most 
of them uneducated, in different 
languages, in different countries, 
and at different times. The first 
writer died 1450 years before the 
last writer was even born! the 
old testament was written in the 
hebrew language, and the new 
testament in the greek language. 
the Bible is the book which has 
been translated into the maximum 
number of languages. how is it 
that there are no contradictions 
among the authors? Because it 
is the inspired word of god, the 
common author is the holy Spirit, 
and the uniqueness is – the author 
is present with every person who 
reads it! the Bible can be read 
and understood even by children, 
the uneducated and also learned 
scholars. the Bible is the most hated 
book of all, kings and governments 
have tried to burn and destroy it. 

BIBLE - THE BOOK  
THAT SPEAKS

Meditating on the word and living by its truths helps us  
to live a rich and meaningful life.

CHRISTIANA JOSEPH yet, god has preserved the Bible 
down through the ages, and it is 
still available for us.

Text Book For Life

the Bible is the text book for 
leading a victorious life, and the 
guide-book to lead us to everlasting 
life. the Bible is an exciting book to 
read – it has mystery, intrigue, war, 
romance, poetry, history and wise 
teachings for life. the mind of god is 
revealed in the Bible. the hero of the 
Bible is Jesus. it tells us about god’s 
plan for salvation and deliverance 
for lost mankind. it traces the 
scarlet thread of redemption from 
the first book, Genesis, right to 
the very last book, revelation. the 
scarlet thread is seen first in the 
garden of eden, a beautiful, perfect, 
ideal place created by the god of 
perfection. the beauty is marred 
by the disobedience and rebellion 
of Adam and Eve, the first human 
beings created by god. god had 
to shed the blood of an innocent 
animal, to cover their nakedness, 
guilt and shame. the scarlet thread 
is woven through all the books 
of the Bible. the books of the old 
testament prophecy point to the 
coming of Jesus. the gospels relate 
the life and teachings of Jesus. the 
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prophecies were fulfilled by the 
birth of Jesus. the scarlet thread 
continues into the sacrifice of Jesus 
on the cross, spilling his sacred 
blood at Calvary for the forgiveness 
of our sins. the epistles were 
written by the followers of Jesus, to 
teach the significance of the scarlet 
thread to other believers, so they 
could also be delivered from the 
power of sin. The grand finale of 
the scarlet thread is a dramatic 
scene in the Book of revelation – 
the gathering of the saints around 
the great throne in heaven. in the 
midst of the throne stands a Lamb, 
as though it had been slain, and the 
multitude of saints worshipping the 
Lamb, as they say, “Worthy is the 
Lamb that was slain” (rev.5:6,12). 
you have redeemed us by your 
blood.

Why Should I Read The Bible?

the Bible has the answers for 
all my questions: Why am i here 
on earth? Where have i come 
from? Where am i going? the 
Bible reveals the nature of god: 
is anyone out there? Who is this 
god? Where is he? is he interested 
in me? how can i know him? the 
Bible tells me – my Creator is a god 
of love, he cares for me deeply, and 
even knows the number of hairs on 
my head! he loves me so much and 
my wellbeing is his top priority! he 
proved his love for me by sending 
his only beloved Son, Jesus, to die 
on the cross. god so loved the world 
that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believes in 

him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life (Jn.3:16). this god is 
also eager to communicate with me 
and have a meaningful relationship 
with me. So, by reading the Bible, i 
can get to know this god intimately. 
Meditating on the word and living 
by its truths helps me to live a rich 
and meaningful life.

the words of the Bible are alive 
- they will speak in any situation, 
to console, counsel, caution or 
encourage and also give needed 
wisdom for making decisions. “all 
scripture is given by inspiration of 
God and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness, that 
the man of god may be complete, 
thoroughly equipped for every 
good work” (2tim.3:16,17). you 
must personally read it, to believe 
what i say. What a privilege to 
know this god, to reach out and 
touch him through the pages of the 
Bible. if you are not familiar with 
god, if you want to test my words 
for yourself, pick up the Bible and 
start reading. it will change your 
life, as it has changed mine. But 
the word of god, if neglected, will 
be our judge on the last day. “the 
word that i have spoken, the same 
shall judge him in the last day” (Jn. 
2:48).

Christiana Joseph  
is a clinical sonologist in 

Tanjore, Tamil Nadu, and is 
also involved in Evangelical 

Union ministry and 
the Gideons.
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there was once a little girl 
named Kenny, who lived 
in a kingdom ruled by an 

amazing king who ruled people 
with love. She was very fond of 
her king.

Families flourished, the land 
was fertile in the kingdom and 
good health prevailed. there was 
peace and comfort around the 
walls, making the king’s reign 
more wonderful.

the mighty king was so kind 
that every day he w-ould come 
out to the palace outer gates to 
speak with common people and 
solve their issues.

in such a resting blissful 
atmosphere, little Kenny, who 
loved her king, would dress up 
well each new day to stand before 
the palace gates in order to meet 
her favourite hero, her king. With 
too many issues to deal with, 
and too many important people 
around him, the king was too 
busy to notice the well-dressed 
little girl, who was awaiting her 
king with expectant eyes and 
heart. no matter how many days 

THE KING CHOSE  
TO MEET!

We belong to Him and He longs for us as much as we do.

SWATHI ABBURI it took to meet the king, she was 
never tired of dressing up and 
never thought of giving up.

after several weeks, the king 
came out of his palace to meet 
the people at the usual visiting 
time. that’s when he realised that 
there was something missing. he 
wondered for a while and then 
realised that a flower he usually 
saw at the gate was missing. the 
flower gave out a unique aroma, 
which the king enjoyed whenever 
he came close to the gate. But that 
day it was missing. So he inquired 
about this from his officials and 
ordered them to get that flower. 
he also wanted to know who kept 
the flower on the gate every day. 

after investigating, they found 
out that it was little Kenny, who 
was the one who placed the flower 
every day. the king was informed 
that Kenny was sick that day and 
had not visited him. now, it wasn’t 
Kenny who wanted to see the 
king, but the king decided to meet 
Kenny. it took just one order from 
the king. She was brought before 
the king, where she expressed 
her love for him and gifted those 
sweet smelling flowers again. 
Kenny was now allowed to meet 
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her king, whenever she wished to 
do so.

it’s tough to meet a king whenever 
we want to, but it takes no time 
when the king decides to meet his 
subjects, when he knows it’s the 
right time. 

our quiet time, our prayers and 
conversations are like a sweet 
aroma to god and no matter how 
long it takes to catch his attention, 
we shall continue to pray knowing 
that we are a thing of joy to him 
and our absence makes a difference 
to him. i believe that we belong to 
him and he longs for us as much as 
we do. the Bible says that all things 
are ‘yes’ and ‘amen’ for us in Christ 
Jesus (1Cor.1:20). he is for us. 
his heart is after us. his beautiful 
creation is for you and me, to dwell 
in. Just a delay will not nullify his 
purpose for your life.

Sometimes, in spite of our 
regular prayers, when god seems 
silent, we assume that he doesn’t 
care for our needs and despair.

in his time he will answer. it 
is never too late and never too 
quick. our perception over a cir-
cumstance or assumption over 
our current situation doesn’t 
change god’s perfect plan over 
our life. all we have to do is to 
encourage ourselves believing 
that god is strong enough to not 
let us go. he surely wants you to 
dwell with him in his never end-
ing love. i am that little Kenny and 
this is my story of love.

Swathi Abburi  
is a database programmer 

based in Hyderabad.

a Christian translation agency is looking for TRANSLATORS in PUNJABI, 
BENGALI, NEPALI, URDU, GUJARATI& MARATHI languages to work from home.

Qualifications:

1. The applicant should be a Christian believer with good language proficiency in 
english and their Mother tongue.

2. theological graduates preferred.

3. Must be able to translate directly on Computer and need to have knowledge of 
Microsoft Office, PageMaker, Adobe InDesign, etc.,

4. able to work on a tight deadline.

interested candidates are requested to send in their resumes to info@word2all.
in OR call @ 09501007615, 09915357315 www.word2all.in

TRANSLATORS REQUIRED
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“You are rich, because you have clothes to change”, a tribe 
man, who had no clothes to change, once told a missionary.

A friend of mine once said, “You see this jacket! Our mom first 
used it. Then my older sister wore it for years. Now I have been 
wearing it! It is still good! I know this is God’s doing. He cares 
for us.” – Angwazah.

Let us  
Donate clothes…

friend, we are 
organising the purchase 
of winter blankets for 
gifting to some of the 
poorest villages just like 
we have done last year. it 
was highly appreciated.

you are invited to participate in this act of giving by:-
1. Donating new clothes. 2. Donating finance to buy blankets/ 

warm clothes.
Please Contact Pastor aphu a ngwazah, for details, at: 

youclothedme@rediffmail.com  
07642920071 / 9436698477

new clothes parcel can be 
kindly sent to: 

BanSoL traDing,   
C/o. Satishkumar agarwal, 

DM Lohia roaD, tinSuKia,  
aSSaM. 786125. 
thank you. Let us  

Be a blessing today!



31Light of Life January 2018

June 28, 2014 was a black 
day for the Chennaites. 
that day a heavy downpour 

struck the Prime trust heights, 
a 11 storey under-construction 
residential complex with two 
towers, ironically called faith and 
belief. the faith tower crashed 
down, killing nearly 60 workers 
and also shattered the lives of 
several families who had invested 
their earnings in this project. the 
reason behind this preventable 
disaster was that the foundation 
was not strong. When i heard 
about the incident, a chorus 
flashed through my mind: “The 
wise man built his house upon the 
rock and the rain came tumbling 
down …but the house on the rock 
stood firm. the foolish man built 
his house upon the sand and the 
rain came tumbling down …and 
the house on the sand fell flat.”

this chorus is based on the 
parable of the two builders, 
recorded in Matthew 7:24-27. 
“therefore everyone who hears 
these words of mine and does 
them will be like a wise man 

IS YOUR HOUSE BUILT 
UPON ROCK?

The strength of life’s foundation is obedience to the word of 
God and not just listening to it.

MALATHI SATHIYASEKARAN who built his house on the rock. 
And the rain fell, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew and 
beat on that house, but it did not 
fall, because it had been founded 
on the rock. and everyone who 
hears these words of mine and 
does not do them will be like a 
foolish man who built his house 
on the sand. and the rain fell, and 
the floods came, and the winds 
blew and beat against that house, 
and it fell, and great was the fall 
of it.” it is also recorded in Luke 
6:48-49.

Jesus compared the life of the 
person who hears his word and 
does according to it to a wise man 
who builds his house on rock, and 
the other person who hears the 
word of god, but does not obey 
it to a foolish man who builds his 
house upon sand. the house on 
the rock would naturally stand 
firm whereas the one on sand 
would fall when exposed to any 
form of natural calamity. the 
lesson Jesus teaches us in this 
parable is that the strength of life’s 
foundation comes by obedience 
to the word of god and not just by 
listening to it. Let us look deeper 
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at what these buildings, builders, 
foundations and torrential rains 
represent in our lives.

The Two Houses / Life Buildings

the buildings were constructed 
in the same place. the builders 
probably used the same material, 
same cement or wood, matching 
paint, same colour combination 
and design. the buildings were 
exposed to identical force of na-
ture: the torrential rains, rising 
floods and rushing winds. Exter-
nally, the buildings looked very 
similar, elegant and stately, but 
when the sheets of water pound-
ed on them, one stood strong and 
the other collapsed. What was the 
difference? Yes, it was the founda-
tion beneath the buildings.

in this parable, the houses 
represent the lives we spend 
on this earth. the lives of two 
Christians who hear the word 
of god may appear very similar. 
they will talk alike, go to the 
same church, sing hymns, give 
tithes, take communion and may 
even be baptised. they hear the 
same sermons, and know about 
salvation and therefore it would 
be very difficult to differentiate 
them or identify any external 
flaws in these two hearers.

The Two Foundations 
Sand and rock are two contrast-

ing foundation materials and it is 
understandable that the rock will 
stand strong during a heavy rain. 

in life, sand represents the shift-
ing sands of human philosophy, 
wisdom, opinion, and religious 
achievement on which some 
people build their lives. Self-will, 
self-fulfillment, self-sufficiency, 
self-satisfaction, and self-righ-
teousness comprise this shaky 
foundation. Building houses on 
sand is easy and less demanding 
for a Christian; just a little change 
here and there, a prayer now 
and then seems sufficient. Rock, 
on the other hand, is a solid and 
a firm foundation. In the Bible, 
the rock represents Jesus Christ. 
David glorifies God in his song, 
“Who is a rock, save our god?” 
(2Sam.22:32). the wise man or 
rock builder builds his life on the 
unchanging solid rock of Christ.

The Two Builders

Since both the houses were 
located at the same site it is 
obvious that the foolish man was 
lazy and did not dig very deep 
and stopped short before he hit 
a rock (Lk.6:48,49). the wise 
man, however, was focused and 
persevering. though he dug at the 
same place as the foolish man, he 
was satisfied only when he struck 
hard bed-rock.

Sand builders neither meditate 
on the word of god nor try to 
understand god’s plan in their 
lives. they have no commitment, 
make no sacrifice, and are not 
steadfast in their faith. they have 
no vision regarding the future and 



33Light of Life January 2018

do not look beyond the present 
life. instead of being Christ-
centred and cross-centred, their 
life becomes religion-centred and 
self-centred. Satan deceives them 
and makes them feel they are 
perfect in the sight of the Lord. 
They are satisfied with works-
based religion which appears 
good to the world, but lacks the 
power to touch and save the soul. 

the wise man, on the other 
hand, also hears the word of god, 
but he meditates on it and digs 
deep into the Scripture. he is 
satisfied only when he touches 
the rock and builds his house on 
that rock. these rock builders 
build their lives on Jesus Christ, 
the living Word. They are filled 
with the holy Spirit, who guides 
them to obey the written word 
of god. the Bible is the source 
of their strength and endurance. 
they hear the word of god and 
it penetrates their mind and 
heart and they speak it out when 
necessary. they may face trials 
and tribulations, but they will 
not succumb to the pressures of 
this world. their love for Jesus is 
reflected by their obedience to 
the word

Torrential Rains 

every person in this world, 
whether they build their life 
on a solid foundation or on a 
weak foundation, has to face 
the storms of life. the torrential 

rains may represent a financial 
crisis, drug addiction and alcohol 
dependence, death of a loved one, 
rebellious children or difficult 
or broken relationships, facing 
legal issues, court cases, jobless 
situations, being laid off from 
work, etc. if one’s life is built on 
Jesus Christ the rock, whatever 
be the storm, that person will be 
able to withstand and overcome 
the trials and emerge victoriously. 
Paul the apostle, therefore, writes 
succinctly, “for other foundation 
can no man lay than that is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ” (1Cor.3:11). 
those who do not build their life 
on the word of god will not be 
able to withstand the storms of 
life and will collapse.

the rain also represents the 
tempest of judgment which 
everyone should be prepared 
to face. those who have not 
built their lives on Jesus Christ 
and his word will have to face 
very miserable consequences, 
as mentioned in Matthew 7:24, 
“and great was the fall of it.” this 
means that the life built on sand, 
without obedience to the word of 
god, would be utterly destroyed. 
there would be nothing left of 
hopes, dreams, plans, efforts 
or works. on the other hand, 
the house built on the rock will 
stand firm till the end because 
the builder had dug deep and was 
totally dependent on the word of 
god. therefore, the wise builder 
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S. 
No.

Course Duration Min. 
Qualification

1. Master of Divinity 
(M.Div.)

3 years (including
4  months internship)

university 
Degree

2. Master of Divinity 
(M.Div.) 2 years

B.th graduates 
with experience 

in Ministry

3. Bachelor of 
theology (B.th.)

3 years 12th Std.

4. Diploma in theology 
(Dip.theo)

2 years 10th Std.

5. Certificate in 
theology (C.th)

1 year 10th Std.

All applicants must:

	have a personal experience of the Lord Jesus Christ as their 
Saviour and Lord.

	have a personal calling for ministry.

	have a working knowledge of english language.

other requirements for admission, fees structure, course details, 
prospectus and application form are available on the website  

www.jmbc.ac.in. Kindly send your completed application form 
along with a DD/Mo for rs. 100/- as processing fee (payable at 

Chennai, in favour of Jubilee Memorial Bible College) to

the academic Dean, 
Jubilee Memorial Bible College, 31, Bible College Main road, 

urappakkam P.o., Kanchipuram Dist., Chennai, tamil nadu-603 210 
e-mail: academic.dean@jmbc.ac.in 
Mobile: 8122247073, 9941801711

(an accredited Member of asia theological association)

Course Offer - C.Th. Dip.Theo. B.Th. M.Div. 

applications are invited for the courses commencing in June 2018.

JUBILEE MEMORIAL BIBLE COLLEGE
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will definitely receive his reward 
and Lord Jesus will welcome him 
in heaven, saying “Well done, 
good and faithful servant.”

So, the final question is – Are 
you building your life on the 
solid rock of the gospel? or, are 
you building your life on shifting 

sand? Beware! there is a storm 
brewing in the skies. Check the 
foundation of your life.

Malathi Sathiyasekaran 
is a consultant paediatric 

gastroenterologist, based in 
Chennai. 

 


(A Seminary widely known for its Academic & Spiritual excellence) 

Puthenkada, Parassala (P.O), TVM, Kerala-695502 
Ph: 0471-2202940. E-mail: swmission@yahoo.com 

          (Accredited by ATA, NATA, Vision International University and SWM (USA) and affiliated to Martin Luther 
Christian University under UGC) 





Applications are invited from called and committed born-again believers to undergo Theological Studies at a refined environment 
and excellence in English, with the privilege of enjoying a large library with modern computer facilities of over 60,000 volumes of 
selected books. 
      Program                                                            Requirement                                        Duration 

      M. Th. (NT, Mission and Ministry)                     B. D/ M. Div.  2
nd

  Class                         2 Years 
      M. Div.                                                 Accredited B.Th. 2

nd
  Class                   2 Years 

      M. Div.with secular M.A.                                    B.Th. 2
nd

 Class                                      3 Years 
      B. Th.                                                    H.S.L.C/10+2 Passed                           3 Years 
      B. Th. with secular B.A                                       H.S.L.C/10+2 Passed                           4 Years 
      Dip. Th.                                                  Matric. Passed                                      2 Years 
       C. Th.                                                       Matric. Passed                               1 Year, And                                         
      D.Th.towards 2 year  B.D under   Serampore University.                                                2 years 
We also offer Programs up to B. Th. in Tamil and Malayalam. Extension Programs up to B.Th. and short courses in English are 
offered on Mission and Ministry. Internationally approved curriculum. Evening classes available.  For Prospectus and Application 
Form contact the Registrar with D.D for Rs.100/-. Last date to receive completed application form is March 15, 2018.  
      WANTED: LIBRARIANS, FACULTY, ADMINISTRATORS, ACADEMIC DEAN 
Applications are invited from experienced Residential Faculty And Academic Dean with M. Th. /Ph. D. in OT, NT, Theology, and 
Religion, and from Librarians. Persons on meritorious background will be placed as per eligibility. Competent pay. We also invite 
applications from experienced candidates for the post of Mission’s Business Manager and Public Relations and promotional 
Officer. Apply with recent resume and photograph to the Principal. Original certificate required. Rush for Your Seat! 
Bring your pastor’s and Village Officer’s certificates to prove eligibility. 
 


History of Brethren Assemblies in Kerala 
(Pre-Publication offer)

arrangements for publishing “history of the Brethren assemblies 
in Kerala” by Mahakavi K. V. Simon in engLiSh by april 2018 are 
in progress. this book will undoubtedly be a blessing to the young 
generation and will help in their spiritual growth. the book, priced 
at rs.350, will be available at rs.200, if reserved before March 15, 
2018 (Packing and postage rs.50/- extra per copy.)

Contact : Bro. Chacko george, Modiyil, edasserimala, aranmula P.o. 
689533, Cell no. 9847519671, email:vgmathew09@gmail.com

those in uSa, contact Bro. Jojy M Jacob, 1004 Cottontail Ln. euless, tx 76039, uSa. tel. 8173911540  
or 6027106884, e-mail: jibynissy@gmail.com.  rate uS$ 15 plus postage and handling charges.
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the Psalms are the 
recorded expressions 
of man’s outpouring 

of praise, hope, expectation, 
dependency, submission, etc., 
in god. they are the means 
to connect with god in all our 
situations in this world. in Psalm 
62, we see the character of three 
sets of people – Saul in pursuit of 
David, David in distress, and god 
whom David trusts.

Saul Pursuing David To Kill 
Him

though not stated specifically 
in the psalm, we can infer that it 
was King Saul who was pursuing 
David. When Saul was challenged 
by the Philistine champion called 
goliath, he had no answer. it was a 
wall Saul could not surmount. he 
was rescued from the humiliation 
by a shepherd boy, David. at that 
time, Saul loved David because it 
had benefited him. He gave him 
high responsibility in the army. 
Jonathan, son of Saul, gave David 
his robe, tunic, sword, bow and 

JEALOUSY VERSUS  
CONVICTION

When we are in distress, God wants our souls to seek and 
depend on Him.

P. L. N. RAJU belt signifying his submission 
to David’s authority in love. But 
Saul’s love turned into jealousy 
when his people adored and 
praised David for his prowess. 
Saul saw a threat to his position 
and power. Jealousy entered the 
heart of Saul. Jealousy and fear 
coming out of self-preservation 
had led to Saul’s consuming anger 
to eliminate David.

David’s Response

David was on the run, terrified 
and in anguish with what Saul 
had done. he felt let down by the 
very people who had honoured 
him once. But still David asserts 
that he will find rest in God 
because god is faithful. his 
confidence arose because David 
killed goliath with the power 
(and name) of god. David seeks 
out God with his heart and not his 
mind. he encouraged himself. he 
sought his strength at the time of 
his need in god and not in others. 
he anchored his soul in faith in 
god. he also exhorts others to put 
their trust in god.
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preservation – all about oneself. 
Jealousy and fear are reflections 
of the carnal nature of man. faith 
and submission are of the godly 
nature. When in fear do not harm 
others, but seek god’s wisdom. 
god is a god of justice. his 
promises to the faithful are always 
true. god is a spirit-being. When 
we are in distress, god wants our 
heart to seek and depend on him. 
only with our heart we can truly 
connect with god; and then have 
the right standing with him.

God’s Character, The Source 
Of David’s Faith

god is a rock on which a solid 
foundation can be laid. he is a 
fortress that protects from enemy 
attacks. in him we can have the 
everlasting hope (salvation). god 
is our hope in this world and in 
life everlasting. god speaks. god is 
strong. god is loving. God is a God 
of justice. he will reward according 
to what one does in faith in him.

Some Reflections

Do we have the heart of Saul or 
David? the grace of god is meant 
to lift-up others and not pull them 
down. Jealousy comes out of self-
importance, self-interest, self-

P. L. N. Raju  
was the former Director 

(Resource Mobilisation) of 
the Leprosy Mission Trust, 

India.
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MINISTERS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
God has not given you a spirit of fearfulness, but one of power, 

love and sound judgment.

and does not do it, sins (Jas.4:17). 
When god gives us the right to be 
his children, he also expects us 
to be obedient to his command. 
We need to develop a spirit of 
obedience (1Pet.1:2), so that by 
the obedience of truth we purify 
ourselves and be a new creation in 
him, which is imperishable through 
the enduring and living word of 
the Lord (v.23). our bodies are 
the members of Christ (1Cor.6:15) 
and, as god’s managers, we should 
stand blameless, righteous, good, 
sensible, holy, self-controlled, 
hospitable (tit.1:8), holding to the 
faithful message as taught, able to 
encourage with sound teaching and 
refuting those who contradict it 
(v.9). We have to be alert, stand firm 
in faith, be brave and strong and 
our every action must be done with 
love (1Cor.16:13,14), glorifying 
god through the confession of the 
gospel of Christ (2Cor.9:13). 

God Takes Care Of His Work

When we submit ourselves to be 
stewards of Christ, it is his anointing 
that teaches us the right way to 
follow (1Jn.2:27). as stewards 
of Christ, our duty is to work in 
accordance to the prophetic word, 
through the knowledge of our god 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. one cannot 
believe without hearing, and one 

therefore, my dear brothers, 
be steadfast, immovable, 
always excelling in the 

Lord’s work, knowing that your 
labour in the Lord is not in vain” 
(1Cor.15:58).

god has created human beings to 
worship him and our body stands 
as a holy sanctuary of the holy 
Spirit (1Cor.6:19). as the living 
word of the Lord says, we belong 
to god and not to ourselves as we 
were bought at a price, and so our 
duty is to glorify god in our body 
(v.20). a reasonable service that 
we can provide for god’s kingdom 
is by presenting ourselves as a 
living sacrifice and being holy and 
pleasing to god (rom.12:1). 

Serve As Heirs Of God

We are heirs of god and co-
heirs of Christ (rom.8:17) and so 
it is our responsibility to spread 
his kingdom, through his word, 
and be the ministers of the holy 
Spirit (rom.8:12-16). “Proclaim 
the message; persist in it whether 
convenient or not; rebuke, correct 
and encourage with great patience 
and teaching” (2tim.4:2). this is 
the will of the Lord and it is our duty 
to fulfil His will, because for the 
one who knows the will of the Lord 

DEEPIKA EMMANUEL SAGAR
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cannot hear without a preacher, 
and a preacher is sent from god. 
When we submit ourselves for his 
service, he takes care of everything 
from the starting till the end. as it is 
written, “how welcome are the feet 
of those who announce the gospel 
of good things” (rom.10:15), the 
gospel of peace. god has made 
his will known and now it is for 
us to make a decision. order and 
instruction (isa.28:26), advice and 
wisdom come from the Lord of 
hosts (v.29), as we step forward 
for the accomplishment of his 
task. We receive power through 
the holy Spirit to be his witness 
(acts 1:8); we receive from god to 
give (2Cor.1:4). as the word says, 
“it is more blessed to give than to 
receive” (acts 20:35).

God Loves A Cheerful Giver

the ministry of god also 
overflows with the various acts 
of thanksgiving and providing for 
the needs of the saints (2Cor.9:12) 
and the poor (v.9). generosity is an 
act of stewardship. “Based on the 
gift they have received, everyone 
should use it to serve others, as 
good managers of the varied grace 
of god” (1Pet.4:10). god loves a 
cheerful giver (2Cor.9:7) and when 
we decide to sow in generosity, he 
makes us able, through his grace, 
so that we may excel in every good 
work (2Cor.9:8).

We Are God’s Co-Workers

“Come to me,” says he (isa.55), 
for his ways and thoughts are 

higher than ours (v.8). We are 
the fragrance of god (2Cor.2:15), 
Christ’s letter written with the Spirit 
of the living god (2Cor.3:3), god’s 
sanctuary (1Cor.3:16), god’s co-
workers, God’s field, God’s building 
(v.9) where our foundation is Jesus 
Christ (v.11). hence, we all stand as 
servants of Christ and managers of 
god’s ministry (1Cor.4:1). flesh like 
grass that withers away, glory like 
flower that drops off (1Pet.1:24), 
but the word of the Lord endures 
forever (v.25) and as living stones 
– chosen and valuable to god, we 
are created to minister his living 
word. 

“We are his creation - created 
in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which god prepared ahead of time 
so that we should walk in them” 
(eph.2:10). god promises the 
spreading of his word and it being 
fruitful (isa.55:10,11) and making 
an everlasting sign that will never 
be destroyed (v.13). allow him to 
use us to glorify his precious name 
so that we may stand justified by 
our works (Jas.2:24) when he 
comes again.

“Set ablaze the gift of god that is 
in you” (2tim.1:6) for he has not 
given you a spirit of fearfulness 
but one of power, love and sound 
judgment (v.7). amen.

Deepika E. Sagar  
is a research scholar in 

Jodhpur, Rajasthan.
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of god, day and night, and the 
second one refers to the blessed 
man/woman whose hope and 
confidence is in the Lord.

When Joshua was inducted as 
the great leader of six lakh people 
by the sovereign god of israel, 
just before leading them to the 
triumphal entry into the Promised 
Land, similar instructions were 
given to him, “Be careful to obey 
all the Law which my servant 
Moses told you. Do not turn 
from it to the right or to the left. 
then all will go well with you 
everywhere you go. this book 
of the Law must not leave your 
mouth, but you shall meditate 
on it day and night, that you may 
observe to do according to all that 
is written in it. for then you will 
make your way prosperous, and 
then you will have good success.” 
Joshua did so and he was the 
most successful in laying the 
foundation for the great nation – 
Zion. Don’t you think, we too need 
to follow this instruction, as we 
are also journeying through the 
wilderness towards the Promised 
Land? We need to be careful 
enough to meditate as well as 
carefully follow the written word 
of god.

on the third day of 
creation, god created 
grass, plants, and trees 

each producing its own kind of 
seed-bearing fruit and god saw 
that it was good. in the word of 
god, we come across a number of 
details of trees – different names 
of trees right from genesis to 
revelation. trees were used as 
allegory by our Saviour Jesus, 
as well by other writers of 
different books. i would like to 
place before you the tree that 
is mentioned in the first Psalm. 
We read that this tree is one of a 
kind which is planted/cultivated 
near the river, contrary to the 
one grown wild. By nature, the 
height of a tree is in proportion 
with the depth of its root. the 
tree that we find in Jeremiah 
17:5-8 tells that its roots reach 
deep into the waters – a tree 
not bothered by the heat, nor 
worried by long months of 
drought. this tree is similarly 
planted by the river. Both these 
have evergreen leaves and 
produce fruits in their season. 
the latter one produces luscious 
fruit. the first tree refers to a 
man who meditates on the word 

THE LIVING TREES
A person is identified by the kind of fruit that he produces.

LATHA JEBACKUMAR
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Dearly beloved, why did god the 
father choose us in Christ before 
the foundation of the world was 
laid? god has ransomed us with 
his precious blood and with his 
very own life. Why? “for we are 
god’s workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which god prepared in advance 
for us to do” (eph.2:10). the 
knowledge of Christ the Lord is 
not to hoard but to spread this 
light of truth around us through 
the good works which will be a 
powerful sermon, better than 
spoken. the maturity of a believer 
is not measured based on age or 
position but by the fruits of the 
Spirit that are exhibited. a good 
man produces good deeds from a 
good heart. an evil man produces 
evil deeds from his hidden 
wickedness. Whatever is in the 
heart overflows into speech.

A tree/person is identified 
by the kind of fruit that it/
he produces. the axe of god’s 
judgment is poised to chop down 
every unproductive tree. unless 
our root is deep, drinking the 
Living Water, we cannot produce 
fruit desired by our Lord Jesus, 
when he comes in search of them 
in us. Jesus warns that the trees 
having inedible fruit are chopped 
down and thrown on the fire 
(Matt.7:15-19). 

The present world is flooded 
with the Bible of every version, 

every kind (audio, mobile, etc.), 
but people are so busy, day and 
night, with their work, facebook, 
Whatsapp, shopping, socialising, 
etc. how can we produce ‘good 
fruit’ unless we stay in Jesus our 
Lord, and how can we stay in 
Christ unless we stay in his word? 
Do we have our quiet hour with 
the Lord? Do we establish it as a 
habit in our children, even from 
their young age? as parents, we 
make sure that our children are 
equipped well to win the ‘rat race’, 
but we need to make sure that 
our children would run the race 
of their life and reach the right 
goal – eternity. the Bible is the 
map given in everyone’s hand for 
their journey. if we do not open it, 
to see and follow it, then how can 
we reach the destination? or, how 
can we walk upright?

“But the godly shall flourish 
like palm trees and grow tall 
as cedars of Lebanon. for they 
are transplanted into the Lord’s 
own garden and are under his 
personal care. even in old age, 
they will still produce fruit and 
be vital and green” (Psa.92:12-14 
tLB). amen. 

Latha Jebackumar  
is a Sunday School teacher, 

residing in Coimbatore
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coming. it is a pathetic scenario 
that we see today, hundreds of 
millions of people around the 
world are suffering, and although 
many humanitarian agencies, un 
organisations and individuals 
try to mitigate human sufferings, 
it continues. the un Security 
Council and the World Summit 
on Sustainability are not able to 
bring lasting global peace and 
harmony, or a radical solution to 
these problems. Jesus warned of 
end-time religious deception and 
persecution, followed by war be-
tween nations, ethnic violence, 
unprecedented famine, world-
wide diseases and pestilences 
(Lk.21:11). 

though countless millions are 
in need of help today, Scripture 
warns us that humanity’s 
sufferings will be worse in the 
years before Christ’s return. 
understanding that so many 
people in the world need help in 
their time of misery, what should 
our attitude be today? What is the 
hope for the suffering humanity 
tomorrow? from america to 
france, from Japan to russia, 
from the Middle east to africa, 

We are living in a turbu-
lent world, suffering 
from ravages of war 

and violence, communal riots, 
global terrorism, regional armed 
conflict, suicide-bombings, guid-
ed missile attacks, population ex-
plosion, poverty and natural ca-
lamities, like epidemics, famine, 
floods, tsunamis, drought, food 
and water scarcity and deaths. is 
there hope for an end to such mis-
eries? on a sunny day, when Jesus 
was sitting alone on the Mount of 
olives, the disciples came to him 
privately and asked him what the 
signs of his second coming and of 
the end of this age would be. it is 
amazing to note the startling pro-
phetic revelations of Jesus about 
the phenomenal changes in the 
solar system of this world and 
the significant signs of His sec-
ond coming, recorded in Matthew 
24:3-32, and Luke 21:5-28.

Prophetic Revelations by Jesus

the Lord Jesus revealed to his 
disciples that our world would 
face tremendous traumatic times 
in the years close to his second 

HOPE FOR THE  
SUFFERING WORLD

God wants us to help those who are in need, by giving of our 
time, talent, prayers, encouragement or money.

M. G. MATHEWS
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human suffering is a worldwide 
phenomenon. 

according to a recent BBC 
news report, there are currently 
more than 7.6 million displaced 
refugees, exclusive of more than 
one million people who fled Syria 
in 2013! But it is not only those 
who are fleeing, fearing war and 
violence, but bad weather, or 
poverty in developing nations, 
who need help. 

the statistical survey report of 
uS based national alliance to end 
homelessness shows that there 
are nearly 100000 chronically 
homeless individuals sleeping on 
the streets across the uSa. the 
news item which appeared in 
The Economist, in Paris, france, 
showed that a “growing number 
of homeless are stretching the 
limits of the city’s generosity” 
(Down and Out in Paris, october 
13, 2015). the World food 
Programme estimates that 
870,000,000 people worldwide 
do not have enough food to eat. 
the list goes on.

the Bible reveals that these 
problems will worsen before 
Christ’s return, especially 
affecting the modern nations 
descended from ancient israel. 
to those who are blessed to live 
in Western nations, the worst of 
the suffering has always seemed 
to be somewhere else. however, 
prior to Christ’s second coming, 

Scripture warns that because 
of modern israel’s sinfulness, 
the western nations identified 
in the Scripture as the ‘House of 
Jacob’ will enter into a time of 
terrible calamity beyond what 
we see today, even in the nations 
that are suffering the most 
(isa.48:1-12;eze.5:11-17). this 
punishment will culminate in the 
great tribulation spoken of by 
Jesus Christ (Matt.24:21).

in a world with so much 
suffering, what should a Christian 
do? those who neglect or despise 
the poor, sin (Pro.14:21). Doing 
charitable deed does not mean 
that we should be unwise or 
allow ourselves to be exploited 
(2thes.3:10-12).

But god wants us to help those 
who are truly in need, whether by 
giving of our time, talent, prayers, 
encouragement or money 
(rom.12:6-11). the apostle James 
wrote that pure religion is to visit 
the widows and fatherless in their 
time of need. faithful Christians 
will not neglect to do good to all 
people as they are able, especially 
serving their brothers and sisters 
in the faith (gal.6:10). the word 
of god is clear that if we see those 
in need but have no pity on them, 
we do not have the love of god in 
us (1Jn.3:17).

Whether we are rich or poor, we 
must remember that all that we 
have is a gift from god: the food 
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which we eat, our clothing and our 
life itself (Lev.26:4;Matt.6:25,33). 
god expects our benevolence and 
kindness to the downtrodden 
and he commands our generosity 
towards the poor and the needy. 
We must understand that we 
need to help those who suffer 
and make them smile and wipe 
the tears from the face of broken-
hearted, which is significantly 
more important than offering 
them anything physically.

no individual or any agency 
or human government or any 
international social organisation 
can solve the enormous problems 
of this world. the Bible warns us 
that the world conditions will 
grow worse in the years ahead. 
Solving this world’s problems will 
necessitate the imminent return of 
Christ. this truth is a fundamental 
part of the vital message of the 
soon coming kingdom of god. 
this message is what the church 
of god is commissioned to preach 
until the end of this age. Praying 
for, supporting and participating 
in the proclamation of the gospel 
truth of the coming kingdom of 

god is one of the most profound 
ways you can do god’s will and 
help people today, helping them 
to repent from sin, be blessed 
as they begin to live according 
to god’s law, have a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ 
and have a real hope for a better 
future and peaceful eternal life 
for all mankind.

as Lord Jesus commanded, 
“the gospel of the kingdom will 
be preached in all the world as a 
witness to all the nations and then 
the end will come” (Matt.24:14). 

the good news is of Jesus Christ’s 
return, when the Lord will wipe 
away the tears from the eyes of 
those who follow him even in 
suffering (Rev.7:17). Then the 
Lord Jesus Christ will establish his 
kingdom of peace and abundance 
throughout the earth for all 
humanity (isa.2:2-4). This is the 
hope for the suffering world.

M. G. Mathews  
is consultant (HR), BNHS, 

a scientific research 
institution in Mumbai.
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in my previous article (LoL 
December 2017), i argued 
that relationships give 

us the greatest pleasure. What 
was lost in eden was regained 
in gethsemane. the ravages of 
disobedience of adam were ne-
gated by the obedience of Jesus 
on the cross of Calvary. as a re-
sult, relationships were restored 
between god and man, and man 
and woman. Jesus made a way for 
his redeemed people to enjoy life 
in all its fullness (Jn.10:10). how-
ever, the little foxes of misplaced 
priorities, selfish behaviours and 
deficit mentality continue to spoil 
the vineyards of our lives. the 
thief continues to do everything 
possible to steal, to kill, and to de-
stroy. one of his ploys is to dangle 
the promise of instant gratifica-
tion and pleasure on demand. We 
must not fall prey to it. 

the Devil chose a vulnerable 
moment to strike Jesus with 
‘irresistible’ temptations. the 
Devil tested Jesus’ ability to resist 
the temptation to satisfy his 
hunger with his power as the Son 
of god. Jesus did not succumb 
to it. again, the Devil tempted 

PLEASURE ON DEMAND, 
NOT A GOOD IDEA

The principle of postponed pleasure is an antidote to the 
poison of instant gratification.

SAMSON GANDHI Jesus to test god’s love for him 
by jumping off the pinnacle of 
the temple. the Devil lost again. 
thirdly, setting Jesus on a high 
mountain, the Devil tested him 
with the allure of all kingdoms of 
the world. on all three occasions, 
the Devil was in a way saying, 
“all that you can get, get it now, 
the easy way. you don’t have to 
go through the cross, wait till 
the second coming and fight for 
it. it’s yours for the asking, now. 
only bow down and worship 
me. forget about god.” Jesus 
chased him away by declaring 
his loyalty to god. he resisted the 
temptations, chose the cross and 
waited for the father to give him 
all that was his.

the Devil tempts us in the same 
way: he wants us to fulfil our needs 
in our own strength independent 
of god; he wants us to test god’s 
love for us; and he wants us to 
worship him and not god. So many 
people live by the dictum: “i want 
it, i want it the way i want it and 
i want it now.” With such people, 
there is no waiting, there is no 
suffering and there is no cross. 
they want to bypass god and grab 
the goodies Satan is dangling in 
front of them, now.
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“Wealth gained by dishonesty 
will be diminished, but he who 
gathers by labour will increase” 
(Pro.13:11). gathering by hard 
and patient labour takes time. 
But people want to fulfil their 
desires now without waiting for 
God to fulfil them. They resort to 
taking bribes, claiming inflated 
expenses, evading taxes, cheating, 
stealing, etc. Nothing satisfies 
them. they want more and more 
of money and everything. But 
they don’t know that “he who is 
greedy for gain troubles his own 
house” (Pro.15:27). they forget 
that when we “take delight in the 
Lord, he will give us the desires 
of our heart” (Psa.37:4).

Sex is beautiful, within the 
boundaries of marriage. it is a 
pleasure that god gifted to man 
and woman to enjoy in a marriage. 
Many youngsters do not see it this 
way. they do not want to wait 
till marriage to enjoy the sexual 
pleasure. they want it now. they 
feel it, and therefore they want it. 
to enjoy it within marriage, they 
have to wait, work and accept 
responsibility. then they can 
marry. But that is too much of a 
‘cross’ for many. they will bypass it 
and satisfy their sexual pleasures, 
at will. they do not realise that 
such promiscuous behaviour will 
damage their consciences and 
future marriages. 

Pornography is truly a pleasure 
on demand. Married or unmarried, 
people don’t seem to think twice 

before they indulge in it. Some 
psychologists even prescribe 
pornography to bring the spark 
back in marriage. Pornography 
is a counterfeit pleasure. it is 
absolutely a creation of the Devil. 
he substituted the fake for the 
real. Men and women seek this 
destructive pleasure whenever, 
wherever and however. it is 
available on demand at the click 
of a button. What is pure pleasure 
in marriage has been corrupted 
in pornography. Many minds and 
marriages are destroyed because 
of addiction to pornography. 
People have lost their marriages 
and jobs. all because they 
succumbed to the lie of Satan that 
they can have this pleasure on 
demand. now. 

Smoking weed and drinking alco-
hol have become common among 
high school students. Beyond curi-
osity, they seek it for pleasure. Both 
boys and girls do it. once they start 
it they become addicted to it. they 
begin to demand it. they can’t do 
without it. 

others may not be seeking 
pleasures of money, sex and 
drugs, but their pleasures are 
equally deceptive and sometimes 
destructive. every day we are 
bombarded with advertisements 
of branded clothes and accesso-
ries, smart phones and gadgets 
of every kind. Some of them we 
may need, but most of them we 
definitely don’t need. Irresistible 
offers on exotic holidays, entic-
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ing foods and drinks pop up on 
your phones, laptops and tablets 
beckoning you to enjoy them ur-
gently! Bigger cars and glittering 
jewellery are screaming in your 
mind to be possessed. there is 
every form of convenience pro-
vided in the form of a credit card 
and a payment scheme without a 
down payment which they claim 
is at 0% interest. you don’t have to 
earn to spend, at least so they say. 
they don’t want you to wait, save 
and spend; they want you to spend 
now. it is a trap. Don’t fall into it.

there are pleasures like pre-
marital sex, extra-marital sex, 
pornography and drugs that are 
surely forbidden. But all other 
creature comforts and simple 
pleasures that come as a blessing 
of loving god and loving our family 
can surely be enjoyed. however, 
even while we seek those material 
comforts and possessions, let us 
consider a principle to keep us 
in check. i call it the principle of 
postponed pleasure.

Simply stated, let us learn to 
postpone the fulfilment of all our 
material desires. it is natural to 
desire the latest phone that has 
come into the market. When the 
desire rises in your heart, you 
feel like fulfilling it immediately. 
now. But tell yourself, “i will not 
buy it now, but i will wait. i will 
postpone the pleasure of fulfilling 
it.” When you wait, the desire will 
lose its hold on your heart. you 
will no longer feel compelled to 

buy it. While you are waiting, you 
can also do a need analysis and a 
cost-benefit analysis. You will re-
alise that you really don’t need it, 
or that you cannot really afford it. 
or, sometimes the product turns 
out to have defects and you are 
better off not buying it.

youngsters can also apply this 
principle in their relationships 
with friends. they can resolve to 
‘postpone their pleasure of a sex-
ual relationship’ to when they get 
married. they can overcome their 
temptations and enjoy friend-
ships within godly boundaries.

the principle of postponed 
pleasure is an antidote to the poi-
son of instant gratification, seek-
ing pleasure on demand. When 
you postpone your pleasure, you 
develop patience, exercise wis-
dom and learn the meaning of en-
joying every god-given pleasures 
within god-prescribed bounda-
ries. there is joy in such pleasures. 
those who indulge in pleasures 
on demand may enjoy the thrill of 
the dive in the oceans of pleasure, 
but they are sure to come up with 
gravel in their mouth.

Let us resolve this new year 
to practise the principle of post-
poned pleasure.

Samson Gandhi  
is the founder and Executive 

Director of Person to 
Person Institute for 

Christian Counselling in 
Secunderabad.
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“Stagnation is self-abdication,” 
said a wise philosopher. Humans 
were made for ‘going places’ literally 
and figuratively, speaking in both 
physical and spiritual realms, 
rather than ‘rotting’ at one place 
(Gen.1:27,28;9:7,18,19).

Motion

“But you will receive power when 
the holy Spirit has come upon you, 
and you will be My witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Sa-
maria, and to the end of the earth” 
(acts 1:8).

the fundamental law of motion, 
designed by the all-wise god (dis-
covered and revealed to us by Sir 
isaac newton), says that we move 
forward while walking or run-
ning not just by exerting force on 
earth with our feet by ourselves, 
but by the propulsive force which 
the earth exerts in return when we 
first exert force on it. How true in 
the spiritual realm too. Simply put, 
the act of gospel advancement by 
the spiritually vibrant Christians 
of the first century AD was always 
countered by the resisting forces of 
evil, actually resulting in the fur-
therance of god-honouring work. 
gospel advancement has essen-
tially been through ages ‘a fight be-

MOTION, REFORMATION 
AND CELEBRATION - PART 1
SURESH MANOHARAN tween the liberating truth on one 

side and the lies of the Devil on the 
other’. how often in Christian his-
tory, we have witnessed persecu-
tions breaking out! But it may not 
have registered on many that these 
persecutions, prima-facie exerting 
pressure in the opposite direction 
to the gospel advancement, had 
actually induced further beneficial 
growth of: 
a) the church at large (scattered 
Christians coming out of their 
‘comfort zone’ of Jerusalem, 
thanks to persecution, went about 
preaching the gospel everywhere - 
acts 8:4), besides;
b) ‘Building up the character of 
the persecuted ones’ (rom.5:3,4; 
Jas.1:2-4), making them ‘move 
forward’ spiritually. the apostle 
Paul or the genuine Christians of 
different stages of church history 
would not have grown spiritually 
otherwise (in Christ-like qualities 
like meekness, gentleness and 
exemplary patience) to an extent 
desired by the Master.

reformation can broadly be 
divided into the following ages:

1. apostolic church age (aD 30 
to 100): a period ranging from 
the birth of the church on the Day 
of Pentecost (acts 2) till when 
the last of the apostles, John, 
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died (Jn.21:20). yes, persecution 
was rampant during this age too, 
especially during the rule of roman 
emperors like nero and Domitian. 
however, this age is not clubbed 
with the persecution age, mainly 
in deference to the apostles (who 
are rightly called the foundation of 
the church – eph.2:20) who lived 
during that time.

2. the Persecuted church age (aD 
100 to 313): from the death of the 
apostle John to the ‘conversion’ of 
the roman emperor Constantine to 
Christianity. in the interim period, 
when persecution was severe 
during the reigns of other roman 
emperors, like Marcus aurelius, 
trajan Decius, Publius Valerian, 
the law of spiritual progression 
was very much in operation, with 
the church flourishing spiritually. 
Persecution, we should remember, 
also always separates the ‘wheat 
from the chaff’, with only the 
genuine children of god hanging 
unto the Lord, irrespective of the 
consequences. others would be 
‘swept away’. from our heavenly 
father’s perspective, a church 
faithfully enduring persecutions 
would appear to be ‘pure gold’.

3. imperial church age (aD 313 
to 476): With the roman empire 
itself turning into a patron saint 
from being a persecutor, courtesy 
the conversion of emperor 
Constantine, the church had 
‘unwelcome visitors’, those who 
wanted to embrace Christianity 
just because they wanted to 
identify themselves with the ‘faith 
of the emperor’ and not because 

of any new found love for the 
Saviour. inside the church without 
a genuine born-again experience 
(acts 2:37-41), they were bound to 
be more of a liability than an asset. 
Whatever harm the Devil couldn’t 
inflict upon the ‘Body of Christ’ 
from ‘far outside’, he could now do 
from much ‘closer quarters’.

4. Medieval church age (aD 476 to 
1517): With refining persecutions 
out of the way, complacency was 
bound to creep in. Soon, the church 
lapsed into what is now known as 
the ‘detestable Dark age’.

Reformation

We can fully appreciate the sig-
nificance of Reformation, only if 
we fully grasp to what depraved 
depths the church had plummeted 
into in the Dark age. Power cor-
rupts and it was bound to corrupt 
the church leaders like the popes, 
bishops, etc. Somehow, just as our 
Lord had prophesied, ‘in the good 
field, the Devil would plant tares 
one day’ (Matt.13:24,25), the en-
emy got his men into key positions 
and spiritual malaise infected and 
then spread in the once ‘pure’ body 
of Christ (refined by persecutions) 
like never before. 

Detestable practices that began 
included: 

a) Worship of Mary (seen as 
the divine mediator, in blatant 
violation of the Scriptures, such as, 
Jn.14:6;2tim.2:5 – some Catholic 
myopic ‘apologists’ even today try 
to present Luther himself as a Mary 
worshipper, without a proper, 
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analytical study of his works which 
clearly point to the contrary)

b) Selling of indulgences (a person 
who had committed a sin can go 
and ‘buy’ his forgiveness from the 
Pope by shelling out some money, 
in gross violation of Scriptures 
which state that the blood of Christ 
alone atones for sins – 1Jn.1:7)

c) Climbing 28 steps of what is 
known as the St. helena’s or Scala 
Sancta staircase on one’s knees to 
‘win over’ god’s favour (St. helena, 
the mother of emperor Constantine 
had shipped this structure from 
Jerusalem to rome. it is believed 
that this staircase bears the marks 
of blood which had oozed out of 
the Saviour’s head as he wearing a 
crown of thorns had climbed these 
steps to stand in his trial before Pon-
tius Pilate - Jn.19:1-5). the assump-
tion that this one-time act of scal-
ing the steps on one’s knees would 
‘win-over’ god’s favour by way of 
temporary withdrawal of the divine 
punishment for the sins committed 
in stark contrast of the Scriptural 
mandate that ‘life-long walk of faith’ 
hab.2:4;rom.1:17;heb.10:37,38) 
alone would please god, is at once 
devilish.

it is said that only when Martin 
Luther himself was performing 
this abominable ritual of scaling 
St. helena’s steps that he received 
a divine revelation, that these 
practices do not lead a man to right 
relationship with god, but rather 
that ‘the just shall live by faith alone’ 
(rom.1:17). it was this revelation 
which triggered the reformation 
movement, of which all of us are 

beneficiaries. It has to be noted 
here that while due credit needs 
to be accorded to Martin Luther 
for initiating the reformation, 
there were other fully committed, 
sincere Christian leaders at that 
time like William tyndale, John 
Calvin, thomas Cranmer, who also 
put their ‘shoulders to the wheel’ 
in their own inimitable ways to 
take the reformation movement 
forward. 

Celebration

Since all of us who constitute the 
‘body of Christ’ are beneficiaries of 
this monumental reformation move-
ment, which led it from ‘darkness 
to light’, we need to celebrate with 
much thanksgiving that landmark 
day – october 31, 1517, when that 
great german reformer nailed his 95 
theses on the door of the all Saints 
Church, Wittenberg, germany. 

his 95 theses contained a sound 
biblical argument as to why the 
abominable practices such as the 
ones listed are ‘far off the mark’ 
scripturally, when it comes to 
pleasing the Lord. We need to 
be thankful for the reformation 
which removed all the ‘spiritually 
debilitating unnecessary, paralysing 
weight’ off our shoulders. Let’s 
celebrate with much thanksgiving 
the 500th year of the birth of 
reformation movement.

Suresh Manoharan  
is associate-cum-youth   

pastor in Christian   
Fellowship Church,  

Hyderabad.
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FAITH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
(Affiliated to Serampore University) 

P.B.no.1, Manakala 691551, Kerala, Phone 04734 230448 
www.ftseminary.com/admissions

PerfeCting to MaKe PerfeCt in ChriSt

The following programmes are offered:

1. B.D. english medium (internal Serampore Programme) 4 
years for graduates. (for men and women)

2. 5 Years B.D. english medium (internal Serampore 
Programme) 5 years for those who have passed +2.  (for 
men and women)

3. B.C.S. a four year (Distance education) degree programme 
of theological studies under the Senate of Serampore College 
university.  (for men and women) www.ftseminary.com/
bcs

4. G.Th. Malayalam medium (ftS Programme) for those with 
SSLC. (for men only)

5. C.Th. Malayalam medium. two years for those who have 
completed SSLC. (for girls only)

    Post Graduate Programmes

6. M.Th. offered in four branches - old testament, new 
testament, theology and Christian ethics (for men and 
women)

7.  D.Th. New Testament

FAITH THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE FOR WOMEN 

all women students enrolled in undergraduate programs reside and 
attend classes at a separate campus.

The last day of receiving the filled application is 15 March 2018.

Download the application from our website: ftseminary.com/admissions
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We have been looking 
at Peter’s reaction 
when Jesus was 

transfigured, and Moses and 
elijah appeared with him. We saw 
how Jesus must be set apart from 
all else, even all the greatest old 
testament prophets. and this has 
a profound application for us.

We Are ‘Greater’ Than Moses 
And Elijah

Matthew 11:11 tells us that the 
least in the kingdom of god is 
greater than John the Baptist (the 
greatest of all the old covenant 
saints). But how is that possible? 
Very simply, because even John 
the Baptist could never be a son, 
but could at best only be a servant 
of god. But even the least in the 
kingdom of god (one who was 
just born again) is already a son 
or daughter of god. therefore, 
you are no longer a slave, but 
a son; and if a son, then an heir 
through god (gal.4:7).

What a wonderful privilege then 
it is to be called children of god 
(1Jn.3:1). god needs to open our 

THE MAKING OF PETER 
THE DISCIPLE – 9

Disciples always seek to listen

SANDEEP POONEN eyes to see the absolute wonder 
of being god’s children. Some of 
us might have heard it so often 
that this truth has lost its lustre. 
then the Lord must refresh our 
hearts to the unique heritage that 
we have.

in addition, no work of ours 
as servants of god can ever 
compare to the immense gift of 
being called sons and daughters 
of god. there is a great tendency 
to evaluate our Christian worth 
by the reach of our ministry – the 
number of conference invites, 
youtube views, etc. Looking 
for such validations are clear 
indications of an old covenant 
mindset. Where we in the new 
covenant are ‘greater’ is in the 
fact that we are children of god. 
So, as special as it is to serve in 
the courts of almighty god, it is 
so much greater to be invited into 
his living quarters, and asked to 
abide (live) with him!

this is also echoed with Jesus’ 
remarkable warning in Luke 
10:19-20 – “Behold, i have given 
you authority to tread on serpents 
and scorpions, and over all the 
power of the enemy, and nothing 
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will injure you. nevertheless do 
not rejoice in this, that the spirits 
are subject to you, but rejoice 
that your names are recorded in 
heaven.”

i hope we notice the stern 
warning in the beginning of verse 
20: Do not rejoice in this. What 
is Jesus commanding us not to 
rejoice in? Jesus is commanding 
us not to rejoice in our god-given 
authority to tread on serpents 
and scorpions, and to bind the 
powers of the devil and his 
demonic forces.

have we ever meditated on the 
immensity of that command? 
first of all, most of us have never 
exercised spiritual authority 
over demonic activity, or being 
miraculously protected from 
poisonous animals. if we did 
experience this, we would 
probably be blogging about 
this, and using this to share our 
remarkable ‘testimony’ – of 
course, under the guise of saying 
that we are sharing this to bring 
glory to Jesus. i am sure that it 
would be very hard not give in to 
thoughts that my spirituality has 
the stamp of approval from god, 
because of the authority over evil, 
that i just showed.

yet Jesus’ instructions warn to 
this very point. He specifically 
says here that our joy should 
rather come out of the reality 
that our names are recorded in 

heaven. the Message paraphrase 
says that our agenda for rejoicing 
comes from what god has done 
for us, and not what we do for 
god.

now also, where are our names 
recorded in heaven? revelation 
19:10 tells us that our names are 
in the Book of Life. But i’m not 
sure, if this is an actual book or 
just a word picture. But there’s 
one place that our names are 
recorded: on god’s palm! isaiah 
49:15-16 tells me that the love 
of god is much greater than the 
love of a mother towards her 
new born child (there is simply 
no greater picture of love than a 
mother and her new born child). 
So, the holy Spirit is clear – god’s 
love is infinitely greater than even 
that. and he proves it by saying, 
“Look at My palm; your name is 
inscribed there!”

So when i get to heaven, i’m not 
going to go searching for my name 
in a book. What i would love to 
do instead is to reverentially, but 
joyously, approach the throne of 
grace and ask to see the palm of 
God’s hand. And fall flat on my 
face and worship this almighty 
god who has my name tattooed 
on his palm. hallelujah!

Disciples With Clouds Over 
Their Eyes

We read that the moment 
Peter suggested that three 
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Kingdom  full pg

tabernacles be built for Jesus, 
Moses, and elijah, a bright cloud 
overshadowed them (Matt.17:5). 
Whenever we approach Scriptures 
and do not seek to primarily 
and overwhelmingly see Jesus 
glorified through Scripture, then 
a cloud forms overshadowing us. 
there is a veil that hangs over 
our spiritual eyes, where we do 
not see the truths as they should 
be seen. if we approach the 
Scriptures out of rote exercise or 
as a book of rules, a cloud hangs 
over our eyes (2Cor.3:15-18).

We must read the Bible with 
only one purpose: to increasingly 
see Jesus as the only one that 
matters. the Scriptures are not 
meant to find promises to satisfy 
our desires and ambitions, or 
to get sermons to preach. We 
search the Scriptures to turn 
from our selfishness and see 
Jesus as Lord and our everything 
(Jn.5:39,40).

When we turn to seek the Lord 
alone and face the Lord alone, 
the holy Spirit will heal us of our 
spiritual blindness. he will lift 
the veil of religiosity that hangs 
over our eyes, and show us the 
magnificence and beauty of the 
risen Lord Jesus Christ.

Listen To Him

here was the critical lesson 
that god was giving Peter and all 
disciples: Listen to Jesus!

Stop your bright ideas on how 
to get the world to see the beauty 
of Jesus. you need to just keep 
listening to him.

Stop trying to ‘perfect things 
with the flesh’ (your human 
reasoning of thinking it’s better 
to remain on the mountain top 
with god’s greatest saints). you 
began your journey as one who 
was eager to follow Jesus and 
listen to him. Don’t stop now and 
think you’ve got it now. you need 
to keep listening to him.

a disciple must be a listener. 
“the Lord god has given Me the 
tongue of disciples, that i may 
know how to sustain the weary 
one with a word. he awakens Me 
morning by morning, he awakens 
My ear to listen as a disciple” 
(isa.50:4).

yes, we are asked to be bold 
as verbal witnesses of the good 
news of Jesus Christ. But only 
as we train ourselves to listen 
carefully can we can speak words 
that benefit others. So, although 
the tongue is mentioned in the 
first part of the verse, we are 
first to be awakened every day 
to listen. Disciples listen intently 
to the words of their Master. this 
listening first of all is the key that 
allows the disciple to sustain the 
weary ones the rest of the time. 
Disciples must only speak and 
express what they have heard 
from their Master first. There 
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is no place for bright ideas in 
disciples.

Jeremiah 23 gives us guidance 
on how to discern false prophets. 
Many in Jeremiah’s time claimed 
to have a message from god, but 
were not true prophets. this is 
even truer today. So, Jeremiah’s 
words here are even more 
relevant today. here’s the mark 
of a true prophet: “But who has 
stood in the council of the Lord, 
that he should see and hear his 
word? Who has given heed to his 
word and listened” (Jer.23:18).

this is a key mark of those who 
speaks on god’s behalf: they 
stand in the presence of the Lord. 
they are standing at attention, 
taking commands from their god. 
So, they are not wasting time with 
fancy theories, or connecting 
worldly movies to their sermons, 
or striving for flowery language 
and rich poetry to proclaim god’s 
word. the person who hears from 

god doesn’t have to worry about 
the words rhyming, or have a ring 
to it. he has heard words from 
almighty god; isn’t that enough?

the disciple is like the boy 
Samuel who says, “Speak Lord, 
your servant is listening.” as we 
grow in being disciples, we will 
listen more, and only speak what 
we hear from god. We will be 
increasingly comfortable with 
saying what we have heard, and 
then shutting up. “But everyone 
must be quick to hear, slow 
to speak and slow to anger… 
if anyone thinks himself to be 
religious, and yet does not bridle 
his tongue but deceives his own 
heart, this man’s religion is 
worthless” (Jas.1:19,26).
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noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 

BELIEVERSWEDDING.COM

A matrimonial website developed exclusively for the Indian Christian community

For all those who are seeking “LIFE PARTNER” (BRIDE/GROOM) (Indians & NRI’s)  
an endeavour of the New Life Fellowship Church

Office:  
No: 84/3, 3rd Floor, UCF Centre, Hennur Main Road, Lingarajapuram, Bangalore 560084 

Phone: 080-65312900/65832788/25482036/7760655061   (Mon-Fri) (10:00 am to 5:00 pm) 
Email: info@believerswedding.com / reachnewlifevoice@gmail.com 

Log on to web site: www.believerswedding.com
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Yavatmal College for Leadership Training (YCLT) 
Seminary Compound, Yavatmal, 445001, M.S.

this pioneering institute from central india that has been serving 
the cause of Missionary training and Missiological education for last 
34 years is looking for potential leaders and teachers to be part of its 
faculty team for Senate of Serampore College (university) programs.

Positions: Lecturers (to teach at B. Miss. Level courses)
no of positions: 8
Desirable Qualifications: 

i. Must be a committed Christian to the Missiological cause. 

ii. Should posses M. Th. Degree (with minimum B grade) from the Senate 
of Serampore College (University) in any of the following disciplines: 
Missions, New Testament, Old Testament, Church History, Religion, 
or Ministry. 

iii. Should be ready to accompany students to the mission fields for field 
training and have inclination for field research.

iv. Candidates having equivalent qualifications as accepted by Senate of 
Serampore College (University) can also apply.

Pay scale: as per the Senate of Serampore College (university) 
norms and experience.

Additional facilities available:   
•	 Semi furnished quarters will be provided.

•	 Job for the spouse as per qualification and experience can be considered 
as per college requirements and norms. 

•	 Free education for children up to Std X, in Free Methodist English 
School run by YCLT in the campus.

the interested ones including freshers,(along with application of the 
spouse if qualified for jobs in college or school) may kindly submit their 
application with their CV and scans of relevant and valid documents by 
25 January 2018, on the following email. director_yclt@yahoo.com

rev. Dr. girish Khatri 
Prinicipal/Director, yCLt.  

(9422169700 / 08668259780)

yavatmal College advt
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THE GREAT MULTITUDE BEFORE THE THRONE

J. FREDRIC DAWSON

“These in white robes, who are they and where do they come from?” 
One of the elders asked John, but gave the answer himself straight. 
They have come out of the great tribulation without any harm, 
Washed their robes in the blood of the lamb and made them white.

The great multitude are from every nation, people, language and tribes, 
They are standing before the Lord on the great white throne and the Lamb, 
They are holding psalm branches in their hands and wearing white robes, 
They sang, “Salvation belongs to the Lord on the throne and the Lamb.”

The One on the throne will spread His tent over them, sun will not beat them, 
They will serve day and night in the temple and never hunger or thirst again, 
The Lamb will be their Shepherd and to springs of living water lead them, 
God will wipe away every tear from their eyes and they will never weep again.

Blessed are you if you go through tribulation and be part of this multitude so great, 
Blessed are you if you have washed your robes white in the blood of the Lamb of God, 
Blessed are you if you are a sheep of the Lamb of God before the throne so great, 
Blessed are you if you serve Him day and night with your tears wiped away by God.

WANTED
For a 60 bedded Rural Mission Hospital the following Medical Personnel

1. Physician (M.D)
2. gynaecologist (M.D Dgo)
3. Paediatrician (M.D  DCh) 

Apply to: 
the Medical Director, Bethany Medical Centre, anaikatty, Coimbatore – 641 108. tamil nadu. 

Ph: 0422 – 2657023/25 . Mob: 9655245091/92 / email: bmc_anaikatty@rediffmail.com

SOLOMON ENTERPRISES
Church supplies : Bibles, DVDs, Song Books, Holy Communion Tray & Bread Cup (sets  40 cups), Wafers 
& syrups, Promise Verses with Photo Frame, Gift Items, Key chains, Wall Calander & Printing, Offering 
Bags, Stole & Gown, etc…
VBs  Materials : Available in 12 Indian Languages. Contact: For Conducting VBS Teachers Trainings & 
Guest Directors for your Churches.
sunday school Books: ISSU, CEEFI, Kids Kount, Bharat Sunday School, CE & CI Bangalore, etc….
Contact: Resource Persons for Sunday School Trainings, Retreat & Puppet shows etc…

soloMon enterPrIses
R.No.3. Sadan Wadi, Sharma Chawl, Lake Road, Near Police Station, Bhandup (W), Mumbai – 400078.

John Solomon: 9892198626 /8828175047
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Sr. 
No.

Name of 
the Post

Subject No. 
of 

Section Essential Qualification

1 h.M. 01 high 
School

M.Sc/B.Sc./M.a./B.a B.ed/  
With Minimum five years of 
experience as a teacher in a 
recognized school and two 
years of experience as h.M. 

Should be a devoted Christian.  
fluency in Written and 

Spoken english.
2 asst. h.M. 01 Primary h.Sc. D.ed., through english 

Medium.   
five years of teaching and 

two years of administrative 
experience in a recognized 

School. 
3 Asst. 

Teacher
Maths 02 high 

School
M.Sc./B.Sc. Math and B.ed. 

4 Asst. 
Teacher

Science 02 high 
School

M.Sc. /B.Sc. (Botany/Zoo/
Chem/Physics )and B.ed. 

5 Asst. 
Teacher

english 02 Pri/high 
School

M.a. (Linguistics/english) and 
B.ed. 

• Couples may be preferred.

• Semi furnished accommodation may be provided for the deserving candidates. 

• Pay scale as per the Society Norms and experience of the candidate. 

note: the desirous candidates should send scans of their hand written application 
/resume and the copies of relevant documents via email on email id given below, 
and hard copies of the same also to be sent via post  at the earliest on the address 

given above. 

Send your resume with scanned copies of certificates to  
director_yclt@yahoo.com  

rev. Dr. girish Khatri,Director, yCLt / Manager fMeS.  
(9422169700 / 08668259780)

Free Methodist English School,
(Maharashtra State Board Syllabus)

YCLT, Seminary Compound, Yavatmal – 445001.
Managed by YCLT Trust 

(serving the cause of education since 34 years) 
Requires following Staff for academic Year 2018-2019

Free Methodist English School, 
(Maharashtra State Board Syllabus) 

                               YCLT, Seminary Compound, Yavatmal – 445001. 


( serving the cause of education since 34 years) 

 

Requires following Staff for academic Year 2018-2019 
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Rev. Dr. Girish Khatri, 
                                                                                        Director, YCLT / Manager FMES.  

(9422169700 / 08668259780) 
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Psalms 120 to 150 
 New International Version (IBS) or Zondervan 

All clues are repetition of the verse or part of it. 

J. FredrIC dawson

Crossword Puzzle 46 

all clues are repetition of the verse or part of it.

Send in your answers with Bible references by e-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, to 
reach Light of Life, Post Box 4576, 21-yMCa road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400008, not later 
than February 5, 2018. Please indicate your name, address and Light of Life Subscription 
number while sending the answers. 

Clues across:

1. I will clothe his enemies with shame, but 
the crown on his head shall be ……… (ch     
v      )

5. O Sovereign Lord, my strong … who shields 
my head in the day of the battle. (ch     v )

6. I will lift … eyes to you, to you whose 
throne is in heaven. (ch      v       )

7. When their spirits departs, they return to 
the ground; on that very day their …….. 
come to nothing. (ch       v       )

9. I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let 
us …. to the house of the Lord. (ch   v   )

12. Our barns will be filled with every kind of 
provision, our sheep will increase by …., by 
ten ………, in our fields. (ch     v      )

13. He makes the cloud …..from the ends of the 
earth. (ch      v      )

15. In ……. we rise early and stay up late 
toiling for food to eat. ( ch       v       )

16. Look to my right and see; no-one is 
concerned for me. I have …. refuge; (ch      

v      )

19. May they be like grass on the roof, 
which withers before it can …….. ; 
(ch      v     )

20. But the Lord is righteous; he has cut 
me …… from the cords of the wicked.  
(ch      v       ) 

Clues down:

1. O Israel, put your hope in the Lord, for with 
the Lord is unfailing love and with him is full  
………………. (ch      v      )

2. May your good spirit lead me on ……. 
ground. (ch      v      )

3. They will tell of the power of your awesome 
works, and I will proclaim your great ……..
(ch       v      )

4. Praise Him with ……….. and dancing, 
praise Him with the strings and flute.  
(ch        v      )

8. Were I count them, they would outnumber 
the grains of the sand. When I ………, I am 
still with you. (ch        v       )
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10. I …… out my complaint before him; before 
him I tell my trouble. (ch       v     )

11. To the one who remembered us in our 
low ……… His love endures for ever.  
(ch      v       )

14. Those who …… in tears will reap with 
songs of joy. (ch        v      )

17. And ….. king of Bashan- His love endures 
for ever. (ch         v      )

18.  …. I forget you. O Jerusalem. May my 
right hand forget its skill. (ch       v       )

Clues across:

1. inheritance (82:8)      
6. deliverance (78:22)     
8. Arrows (76:3)      
9. Need (79:8)
10. oil (89:20)              
12. Us (106:47 )            

13. Tear (80:5)        
14. Horn (81:3)

15. ones (88:18)            

17. Morning (92:1,2) 
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answers to Crossword 44 (Psalms 73 to 106)
Clues down:
1. indignation (90:7)         
2. help (77:1)            

3. River (105:41)       
4. terror (91:5)  

5. Everlasting (103:17)    
7. Nest (84:3)             
8. Adorns (93:5)       
11. Aaron (99:6) 
16. in (96:13 )
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word and 
tHe world

THE LEAST OF MY  
BRETHREN

w
or

d and tHe world

CYRIL GEORGESON

around 300 people 
assembled as usual on 
Sunday morning,” says 

Sone Lal from uttar Pradesh’s 
Kaushambi district. “Suddenly 
eight to nine people barged in 
and demanded that the prayer 
meeting be stopped. they also 
threatened us. after 20 minutes 
they returned with the police who 
took nine of us to the police station. 
one Kaushal Kumar, 16, was a 
minor. hence the police let him go 
and booked the rest of us under 
section 151.” under section 151 
of the indian Penal Code, joining 
or continuing in assembly of five 
or more persons that may cause 
disturbance of public peace, after it 
has been commanded to disperse, 
is punishable with a maximum 
jail term of six months, or fine, 
or both. this is from a report in 
the hindustan times, allahabad 
edition on november 13, 2017.

Members of a hardline hindu 
group, Dharam Jagaran Samanwaya 
Samiti (religious awakening co-or-
dination committee),  organised  a 
torch light march in the central in-
dian town of Sagar, MP, on novem-

ber 10, 2017. they are seeking ac-
tion against Christians for alleged 
religious conversion. the trouble 
in Sagar started in September af-
ter government officials evicted a 
Catholic priest working in the or-
phanage and closed the 20-year-
old mission following a dispute 
over the land title. the district has 
only some 5000 Christians among 
its 2.3 million people, 92 percent of 
whom are hindus. in the predomi-
nantly hindu state, Christians form 
less than 1 percent of the 72 mil-
lion population. Shibu thomas, the 
founder of Persecution relief that 
records persecution against Chris-
tians says that there have been 
300 incidents of violence against 
Christians in the first six months in 
the state. Quoted above is a report 
from uCan india.

Knowing Our Detractors

When events like these are 
increasingly becoming the norm 
we need to consider, ‘how then 
shall we live?’ Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
was a german theologian who lived 
and died during the time of hitler’s 
rule. two of his works The Cost of 
Discipleship and Letters and Papers 
from Prison have established a place 
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for themselves in the hall of classic 
Christian works. We can gain insight 
on how we can respond in practical 
ways to the changing climate of our 
country from some of his writings. 
Bonhoeffer writes, “If we look more 
closely, we see that any violent 
display of power, whether political 
or religious, produces an outburst 
of folly in a large part of mankind; 
indeed this seems actually to be a 
psychological and sociological law: 
the power of some needs the folly 
of others. the upsurge of power 
makes such an overwhelming 
impression that men are deprived 
of their independent judgment, and 
– more or less unconsciously – give 
up trying to assess the new state of 
affairs for themselves. The fact that 
the fool is often stubborn must not 
mislead us into thinking that he is 
independent. one feels in fact, when 
talking to him, that one is dealing, 
not with the man himself, but with 
slogans, catchwords, and the like, 
which have taken hold of him. he 
is under a spell, he is blinded, his 
very nature is being misused and 
exploited. having thus become a 
passive instrument, the fool will be 
capable of any evil and at the same 
time incapable of seeing that it is 
evil.”

on the other hand, he warns, 
“Folly is a more dangerous enemy to 
the good than evil. one can protest 
against evil; it can be unmasked 
and, if need be, prevented by force. 
evil always carries the seeds of 
its own destruction, as it makes 
people, at the least, uncomfortable. 

against folly we have no defence. 
neither protests nor force can 
touch it; reasoning is no use; facts 
that contradict personal prejudices 
can simply be disbelieved – indeed, 
the fool can counter by criticising 
them, and if they are undeniable, 
they can just be pushed aside as 
trivial exceptions. So, the fool, as 
distinct from the scoundrel, is 
completely self-satisfied; in fact, he 
can easily become dangerous, as it 
does not take much to make him 
aggressive. a fool must therefore 
be treated more cautiously than a 
scoundrel; we shall never again try 
to convince a fool by reason, for it 
is both useless and dangerous.” So 
then, what should we as disciples 
of Jesus do? Jesus teaches us the 
way.

Love Your Enemies

this is the only way they will see 
that the disciple of Jesus is made 
of different stuff – we respond 
differently to threats and violence: 
we are patient, we forgive and we 
love. When graham Staines and his 
two sons timothy and Philip were 
brutally murdered around 18 years 
ago, the forgiveness that gladys 
and her daughter esther extended 
to their murderers shocked the 
nation. What kind of a god do 
people like gladys and esther 
follow?

Pray For Those Who Persecute 
You

We need to pray for our nation, 
for our rulers and also for those 
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who persecute us. those who are 
blinded and under the spell of those 
who have risen up in power cannot 
have their understanding opened 
by reason. So, the Lord has to open 
their eyes, as the god of this world 
‘has blinded their minds’ so that 
they cannot see the glory of the 
risen Lord. this requires fervent 
prayer on our part. to expect that 
change will come only because of 
activism or economic downturns 
or changing political winds or 
fortunes maybe too optimistic. 
finally, god has to act and he does 
so in answer to believing prayer.

Become Sharers With Those 
Who Are Suffering

Most of us Christians live in 
places where we do not have to pay 
a price for our discipleship. What is 
happening in some of the northern 
states seem to be very distant and 
not relevant to our situation. also, 
why should we get involved in 
any manner whatsoever – it may 
jeopardise the good work we are 
now able to do. or, we rationalise 
that these are only exaggerated 
accounts, or that the Christians 
who are involved may in some 
ways be responsible. So, yes, we 
will pray for them, but that’s it!

But the writer of hebrews 
commends those who “after 
being enlightened, endured 
a great conflict of sufferings, 
partly by being made a public 
spectacle through reproaches 
and tribulations, and partly by 
becoming sharers with those who 

were so treated.” We need to 
identify with our brothers and 
sisters in Christ, though we may 
be separated by language, location 
and culture. how can we ‘become 
sharers’? firstly, by speaking up in 
love, even if it means that we risk 
being disturbed from our comfort 
zones. then, we need to raise 
awareness and encourage others 
to join in. finally, sharing all of the 
resources we have been blessed 
with, with those who are so being 
treated.

Martin niemöller who was an 
outspoken critic of the german 
church, which had become 
complicit during the nazi era by 
remaining silent through unjust 
imprisonments, persecution and 
murder, cautioned against burying 
our heads in the sand. “first they 
came for the socialists, and i did 
not speak out – because i was not 
a socialist. then they came for 
the trade unionists, and i did not 
speak out – because i was not a 
trade unionist. then they came for 
the Jews, and i did not speak out – 
because i was not a Jew. Then they 
came for me – and there was no one 
left to speak for me.”

We can share with those who are 
going through persecution by giving 
of our resources, time and letting 
our voice be heard - speaking the 
truth in love.

Cyril Georgeson  
serves with InterServe 

and resides in Mumbai.
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notes along 
tHe Journey

SLAVES OF OUR SENSES
OBY CHERIAN

“Discipline your children 
while you still have the chance; 
indulging them destroys them” 
(Prov.19:18 MSg).

My two year old grand-daughter 
and i have the same problem. and 
the problem is – youtube. for her 
it’s ‘Lola the cow’ and ‘the wheels 
on the bus’. She could watch them 
a hundred times and still want 
more. For me it’s twenty five 
amazing discoveries or Sid roth’s 
‘it’s supernatural’ show and the 
related offerings that come up 
on the side bar. Both of us find it 
difficult to tear ourselves away 
from the screen. for Liza (that’s 
her name) the problem falls on 
her parents who struggle hard 
to find ways to say no and to find 
some other distraction. But for 
me the problem is all my own.

another parent was heard to 
say, “Kids don’t read books now-
a-days.” true; old time books 
cannot hope to compete with the 
audio visual appeal of the internet. 
But it’s certainly not good for us 
to have too much of stimulation. 
it leaves us craving for more and 
dissatisfied with less. It makes it 

more difficult for us to cultivate 
the things of the spirit which 
we can’t hear or see. in fact, one 
important study says that the use 
of smart phones as a frequent 
strategy to calm down a cranky 
child may limit his or her ability 
to self-regulate emotions. things 
like contemplation and silence 
are difficult in any generation but 
the children of this millennium 
are up against a huge struggle.

The challenge is to find other 
activities that can substitute for 
the lifeless screen, activities that 
can improve motor dexterity and 
social skills. It takes effort and 
time on the part of the parents but 
it’s worth it. there are good things 
on the internet for children. So 
don’t throw the baby out with the 
bathwater. the key issues, i guess, 
are the duration of exposure and 
choosing the right programmes. 
one mother i know does not allow 
the children to surf the net. She 
downloads programmes that she 
thinks are appropriate and then 
chooses a time when her children 
are allowed to watch these.

as for me: did i say the 
problem is all my own? that is 
not true. ever since i took Jesus 
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into my boat he shares all my 
problems.

It takes effort and God’s grace to 
break free from addiction to our 
senses. that is the allure that the 
gold and silver idols had for the 
children of israel. they wanted 
something that they could see and 
touch. if they can speak and move 
also; like the characters on the 
computer screen, all the better. 
Our flesh goes for the senses and 
our spirit for things intangible. 
our present senses are transient 
but the things of the spirit are 
eternal.

the prescription for me is 
probably similar to what Liza 
needs. Balance the visual inputs 
with spiritual activities that have 
very little sensory input, like 
meditation and prayer. Balance 
with other non-visual activities 
like music or audio sermon 
from an iPod or a new version 

of the audio Bible from the net. 
Meaningful hobbies, physical 
exercise, visiting or doing 
something for someone else are 
all ‘means of grace’ that will help 
us in our addictions.

the other thing is to be 
deliberate in our internet choices 
and not to be led on by a string 
of links that are dished out to 
us. these seemingly small steps 
can become big ‘time wasters’ 
at the best and can lead us into 
dangerous territory if we are not 
careful.

So i tell you: “Live in the power 
of the Spirit. then you will not do 
what your flesh (sinful or natural 
self), craves” (gal.5:16 expanded 
Bible).  

Oby J. Cherian  
is a consultant urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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Don’t Waste Their Mistakes... Learn From Them

THE PROUD AND GREEDY MAN 
WHO PAID FOR IT WITH HIS LIFE

CHaraCter 
study

 VIJAY THANGIAH

BACKGROUND

haman is called an agagite (3:1). this small word can 
give us a huge clue as to why haman so bitterly hated 
the Jews. agag lived during the time of Saul and was 
king of the amalekites (gen.36:12;exo.17:8-16;1Sam.l 
15). god had commanded the israelites to completely 

wipe out the amalekites. they represented an extremely evil pagan 
religion known for its worship of fertility gods through immoral acts 
and child sacrifices. But Saul failed in his mission to wipe them out 
utterly as evidenced by the fact that one of agag’s descendants still 
lived over seven hundred years later. the amalekites historically were 
bitter enemies of israel and agag’s descendants especially would have 
remembered the Jews attack on them by the command of god.

MAIN LESSONS

1. Haman was a very proud individual (3:1-
6;5:9-14;6:1-9).

the fact that Mordecai wouldn’t kneel to haman, 
infuriated him. Why was he so angry? he had a massive ego. he 
enjoyed all the people paying homage to him.

CHARACTER:  
HAMAN

MEANING:   
magnificent

PRONUNCIATION: 
HAY-muhn

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
est.3:1-15;5:9-14; 
6:1-14;7:1-10
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his pride was presumptuous and delusional because it had deluded 
him to the reality of his place in the kingdom. he had overrated his 
own importance.
We need in this modern age to understand that we are susceptible 
to the same pride to which haman fell. We live in a world that 
encourages us to think we can do it all, that there are no limits on 
human potential. ray Pritchard once said it this way, “the next time 
you feel the need to brag about what you’ve done, pay attention to 
that faint cracking sound. it’s the thin ice beneath your feet that is 
about to give way.”
2. Haman was also a very greedy person. 

his pride was insatiable. haman was already the second most 
powerful man in Shushan under the king himself (3:1-2). the king 
had already commanded that everyone pay homage to haman 
(3:2-3). yet haman thirsted for more. he had a compulsive drive for 
power and prestige.
3. Haman’s life was filled with hate and bitterness (3:6-15).

haman already hated the Jews and there were a lot of anti-Semitic 
feelings throughout the kingdom. his own lineage was part of the 
reason he hated the Jews so much. Mordecai refusing to bow down 
to him was just the last straw that encouraged him to set this plan 
of government sanctioned genocide into action. it likely wasn’t a 
spontaneous thought, but one he had been plotting and scheming 
about for a long time. 
Some are so focused on harming their imagined enemies, they 
cannot see the harm they are doing to themselves. harm intended 
for others often backfires.
4. Haman gathered foolish counsellors around himself 
(5:10,12). 

When haman felt distressed, because his enormous pride was hurt, 
he went to his friends. these so called ‘friends’ clearly didn’t have 
the guts to give haman truthful advice which would actually help 
them. haman was rich. they would say whatever they thought he 
would like to hear to assuage his hurt feelings and stoke his ego. 
a true friend would have cautioned haman and told him he was 
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playing with fire, however the people gathered around him would 
have been too scared of haman’s hot temper to tell him this. 
no matter how high you are or how smart you are, it is wise to 
surround yourselves not with ‘yes men’, but with people who will 
give you the cold, hard truth even if it hurts.
5. Haman forgot the principle that you would reap what you 
sowed.

Pride goes before the fall. haman had a massive ego. he delighted in 
the respect of men. he delighted in controlling people. he delighted 
in his riches, in his power, in his position, and in his clever schemes.
haman did not know that, if you set yourself up against god and his 
people, you would fail. It is foolhardy to fight against God. If he had 
practiced humility, he wouldn’t have found himself hanging from the 
gallows.
the good things that haman planned for himself, such as his idea 
of how to honour the one whom the king appreciated, he ended up 
having to do for Mordecai. the bad things he planned for his enemies, 
the towering gallows for Mordecai, god used to execute him. god 
turned his evil plans onto his own head (6:10-11;7:7-10).

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Why do you think a story like this would have been 
included in the Bible for us to study? 

2. if you were to drop dead today (compare Lk.12:20), 
would the world be able to go on without you? Would 
your death be reported on national television (on the 

evening news)? Would you be long remembered as some great 
and famous person? 

3. haman tried to make himself great and he became a great fool. 
What can we learn from this?

4. We live in a world that encourages us to think we can do it all 
that there are no limits on human potential. how can we prevent 
ourselves from falling into this trap?
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APPLICATION QUESTIONS

1. in what ways are we like haman?
2. What was the price haman paid for his pride and 

greed? Was this sentence fair?
3. What is your opinion of yourself? Do you think 

that you are really someone important?

MEMORY VERSE

Prov.16:18 “Pride goes before destruction, a 
haughty spirit before a fall” (niV)

PRAYER

Dear Lord, i realize that i am just me. i am just a human 
and i am very limited. i am not all powerful. i do not 
know everything. i only know very little. i am very frail 
and i have been made from the dust of the ground. i also 
know that i am not going to live forever. i realize also that 
i am very sinful and my heart is very wicked. i am lost 
and i need to be saved very much. i cannot save myself 
but i know that Christ can save me. i am going to trust 
Christ as my Saviour and Lord. i do not want people to 
look at me and notice me, but i want people to look at my 
God and notice how great He is! Instead of showing off, I 
want to show God off. Instead of bragging about myself, 
i want to brag about god and what he has done. i’m very 
proud of my god! amen

4. is ambition, competition, winning, celebrating victories wrong? 
how can we prevent these from making us proud?

Vijay Thangiah 
 is a Bible teacher and the 

former National Executive 
Director of India Youth For 

Christ.
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After two days of just lying 
there in pain, some workers 
found her and put her on a 
makeshift cot and loaded her 
into their jeep and drove 150 
miles over deep rutted roads 
to find a doctor who could 
set the broken bones. But the 
very bumpy ride damaged 
her bones so badly that her 
hip never completely healed. 
He says, “I visited my mother 
in her mud-covered hut 
several weeks after all of this 
happened. I watched as she 
took two bamboo crutches 
that she had made herself, 
and moved from one place 
to another with her feet just 
dragging behind because 
she had lost all feeling in 
them.” He says, “At age 75, 
with a broken hip, unable 
to stand on her own two 
legs, I thought that I made a 
pretty intelligent suggestion. 
I suggested that she retire.” 
He says, “She turned around 
and looked at me and said, 
‘What value is that? If we try 
to preserve this body just a 
few more years and it is not 
being used for God, of what 
value is that?’ So she kept on 
working. She kept on riding 
her donkey to villages until 
she was 93 years old... And 
she continued to tell people 
about Jesus Christ until she 
died at age 95.”

5. Caleb experienced what God 
had promised!

 He climbed the mountains 
and he defeated the giants 
– he claimed his possession. 
The name of the place Caleb 
inherited used to be called 
Kirjatharba (city of the four 
giants). Now it was named 
Hebron (seat of association 
or fellowship). Caleb refused 
to quit until he had obtained 
everything the Lord had for 
him! He refused to stop until 
he had obtained that place of 
fellowship with God.

 Where are you in your 
personal walk with the 
Lord? Have you entered into 
your victory, or are you still 
wandering around in the 
wilderness struggling day 
to day? God has a place of 
peace and power for you, but 
you must be willing to claim 
your possession. It isn’t for 
the faint-hearted, but it is for 
the faith-hearted. 

 Half-hearted Christians are 
faint-hearted Christians, and 
they never learn to conquer 
the giants in their lives.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.
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News

Diocese Seeks Government 
Help

(MI): a Catholic diocese in central 
india has sought government’s 
help to reign in radical hindu 
groups that indulge in malicious 
campaigns against the church.

“Well orchestrated campaigns 
are going on against us since two 
months to portray all our works 
as means for religious conversion. 
this is totally false and aimed 
at creating distrust and discord 
against us among other religious 
communities,” father Biju thot-
tungara, told a press conference. 
“We are accused of convert-
ing hindus and other low caste 
people to Christianity, this is not 
true,” “the hindu radical groups,” 
he added, “make wild allegations 
which find place both in print 
and visual media outlets leading 
to confusion among people about 
our work.”

HC To Govt.: Find Plot For 
Christian Cemetery

(PTI): observing that the Ma-
harashtra government had dis-
criminated against the Christian 
community by cancelling the al-
lotment of a plot of land meant 
for a cemetery, the Bombay 
high Court directed the state to 

identify an alternate plot for the 
same.
a bench reminded the state 
government that it was bound 
to implement the constitutional 
principle of secularism and that 
it could not discriminate against 
any citizen on the ground of his 
faith or religious beliefs. the 
bench was hearing a public 
interest litigation (PiL) petition 
filed by a Christian charitable 
institution.
the petitioners had alleged that 
while a 7500-sq.m plot of land 
was supposed to be allotted for a 
Christian cemetery in suburban 
goregaon, the authorities had 
cancelled the allotment without 
putting forward a valid reason. 
as per the plea, the plot was 
part of a composite land parcel 
in goregaon that was to be used 
as a cemetery (for Christians), 
burial ground (for Muslims) 
and crematorium (for hindus). 
the petitioners contended that 
while the hindus and Muslims 
were given their shares of the 
plot, the Christians were being 
discriminated against.
Rapist Sentenced For Life

(TIME): a Bangladeshi man 
convicted of raping an elderly 
nun was sentenced to life in 
prison at the culmination of a 
sexual assault case that has sent 
shockwaves through india.
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a court in Kolkata found 
nazrul islam guilty of rape and 
attempted murder. it also doled 
out 10-year jail sentences to 
five other men found guilty of 
robbing her convent, and a seven-
year sentence to a sixth man who 
helped conceal the attackers.
Asked To Replace Posters Of 
Jesus With Xi

(CP): thousands of villagers 
in south eastern China have 
reportedly been called to replace 
their posters of Jesus Christ and 
other religious imagery with 
photographs of Chinese President 
Xi Jinping if they want assistance 
with poverty and illness relief. 
Government officials were visiting 
Christian families in poverty-
stricken towns to convince them 
to fall in line with the Communist 
Party’s policies as a way to solve 
their material problems.
Christianity ‘Still Alive’ In 
Sudan

(CP): a Christian pastor in 
Sudan has said that despite the 
escalating severe persecution 
in the islamic-majority country, 
including the killing and jailing 
of church leaders, the faith is ‘still 
alive’ and strong there. “Simple 
Christians who believe that 
god is involved in this situation 
encourage us and give us the hope 
that Christianity will not finish in 
Sudan,” he added.

Bishops Launch Anti-Liquor 
March

(The Hindu): Catholic bishops in 
Kerala have launched a march 
through the state to create 
awareness against the abuse of 
alcohol and drugs. archbishop 
Soosa Pakiam launched the pro-
gramme on behalf of Kerala Cath-
olic Bishops’ Council in the State 
capital thiruvananthapuram.  
The church officials have been 
complaining that the present gov-
ernment abandoned the previous 
government’s policy to make Ker-
ala alcohol free within a decade 
by shutting down alcohol outlets 
in a phased manner. the present 
government opened all the shops 
closed in the past years, eyeing on 
the tax from alcohol sales, a state 
monopoly in Kerala.
Christian Families Flee 
Pakistani Village

(CP): five Christian families who 
lived in a village about 120 miles 
outside of Lahore were forced to 
flee their homes after a teenage 
son of one of the families was 
falsely accused of blaspheming 
against islam, a crime that can 
be punishable by death in the 
majority-Muslim country.

“there is no evidence that 
the boy committed any crime,” 
the chief of police in the nearby 
city of Daska, told a reporter. 
“this is a fake campaign and the 
case has been forwarded to the 
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federal investigation agency to 
identify those who made this fake 
facebook page.”
10 Churches Closed In Tamil 
Nadu

(CT): about 500 Christians in 
Coimbatore District, tamil nadu, 
have stood up against the state 
for shutting down 10 churches in 
two months and have submitted a 
memorandum to the district sub-
collector demanding protection 
and appealing for the churches to 
be re-opened.

in a plan to shut down 30 
churches, the hindu extremists 
have been successful in closing 
the first 10. The extremists had 
compelled the state officials and 
police to stop worship in these 
churches until the church leaders 
get permission from the collec-
tor’s office.

Hindu Extremists Beat Pastor 
To Coma

(CT): a mob of masked men on 
motorbikes attacked a pastor in 
telangana, leaving him in a coma 
state for 48 hours. Pr. Banothu 
Sevya, 26 years old, was beaten 
by drunken hindu extremists in 
govindapuram, on the outskirts 
of Jamandlapalli village. on his 
way home from worship, the mob 
attacked him and tried to kill 
him.

Sevya pastors over 60 members. 
Recently five more families came 
to have faith in Christ. aware 
of this, some assailants have 
threatened him twice before 
the attack. the assailants had 
accused him of fraudulent or 
forcible conversion.
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