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LETTERS

YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 

Educative Articles

i liked the article, Brexit And 
All That, (LoL oct.2016) by 

Suresh Manoharan,  particularly his  
reference to the church and its 
responsibility as god’s representative 
in this world. Such articles strengthen 
and deepen our faith in Christ, the 
hope of all ages and the Saviour of all 
mankind. 

i also liked Kuruvilla Chandy’s very 
educative article, God Is Not Jesus 
Only (LoL oct.2016). Please thank 
Bro. Chandy on my behalf.

S. P. Kelkar, Pune, Maharashtra. 

To Live Is Christ

the editorial Evangelism by Jacob 
ninan and the article To Live 

Is Christ...by Daniel Sathiaraj (LoL 
nov.2016) are thought-provoking. i 
wish the readers would read these 
articles again! for us as believers 
in Christ, death is the doorway to 
an unimaginable life where there 
is no death, no pain and no sorrow, 
because the tabernacle of god is with 
us, where the Lord Jesus Christ will 
live among us throughout eternity 
and we will be like him, for we 
will see him as he is! (rev.21:3-
4;Jn.14:34;1Jn.3:1-3).  

P. D. Arthur Prasad, Mysore, 
Karnataka. 
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Editorial

ADULTERATION OF THE MEDIA

Journalism, which is the 
profession of reporting, 
photographing or editing 

news stories for the public media, 
has evolved over the years, going 
on from print to broadcasting 
and now to the internet. During 
this evolution, journalists have 
adopted among themselves a 
code of honour or ethics to which 
they bind themselves. Journalists 
who have been exposed to any 
level of training are expected 
to value truthfulness, accuracy, 
objectivity, impartiality, fairness 
and public accountability in all 
their creative activities. in simple 
terms, they are expected to report 
things ‘as they are’, not colouring 
their stories or adding masala in a 
way that twists their meaning. By 
avoiding exposing unnecessary 
details in the stories they publish, 
journalists seek to limit the 
harm that can result for their 
subjects, including tarnishing 
their reputation. they try to 
avoid discriminatory references 

in terms of race, religion, physical 
and mental disabilities, etc. good 
journalism is expected to present 
a presumption of innocence 
with reference to individuals or 
institutions, particularly in cases 
that are still sub judice (i.e., before 
a court of law).

But when we look around at 
the world of journalism now, we 
wonder if the above description 
refers to some other planet! now, 
the simple fact of the matter is 
that when we read something in 
a newspaper or see something 
on the tV or the internet, we 
are generally not in a position to 
know for sure whether what we 
get is true or not!

Sometime ago, when copy-
writers (those who are paid to 
write up material to advertise 
or to promote something) wrote 
something in a newspaper, they 
used to be identified as adver-
tisements with borders and the 
caption, ‘advertisement’. But now, 
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But the way the stories 
are presented with 
an air of authority, 
many people get 
taken in. These 

stories also get widely 
circulated through 
the social networks 

such as Facebook and 
WhatsApp, and readers 
find it difficult to know 

what to believe.

these write-ups cannot be distin-
guished from general reporting 
of news anymore! the reader is 
encouraged to think that what he 
reads is true and accurate, not re-
alising that it is a paid advertise-
ment in disguise.

now, it looks as if many media 
houses are openly flaunting their 
political, religious and other bi-
ases, and one wonders if some of 
them have been bought over by 
interested parties. news is not 
just ‘news’ anymore 
as it used to be recog-
nised earlier, because 
events are now dis-
torted, given slants in 
interpretation; cer-
tain facts are totally 
ignored and certain 
other points are add-
ed without any factu-
al basis. experienced 
readers begin to de-
tect these biases and 
slants over a period of 
time, but the average 
readers get misled (which was the 
intention of the writers anyway). 
things have come to such a state 
that one finds it really difficult to 
glean the truth from among the 
garbage!

the arrival of the internet has 
hastened the speed of this devel-
opment drastically. as the cost of 
writing and publication has come 
down and opportunities have 

multiplied tremendously, a lot of 
spurious writing has come up. 
People can ‘create’ news stories, 
give whatever slant they want 
and make them look authentic 
with all the usual embellishments 
such as references or quotations 
from experts. these stories may 
be pure hoaxes and the refer-
ences and quotations may be fig-
ments of imagination. But the way 
the stories are presented with an 
air of authority, many people get 

taken in. these sto-
ries also get widely 
circulated through 
the social networks 
such as facebook and 
Whatsapp, and read-
ers find it difficult to 
know what to believe.

the art and science 
of photo and video 
editing have become 
so sophisticated that 
it requires great ex-
pertise to detect the 
manipulation. in-

nocent images taken from any-
where can be placed in entirely 
different contexts to incriminate 
or malign people. totally arti-
ficial videos can be presented 
as if they are depictions of real 
events. Computer animated mov-
ies blend in with human actors to 
produce fantastic results where it 
becomes difficult to see which is 
real and which is not. We are no 
longer in a position to say, “i saw 
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it with my own eyes,” as a proof of 
authenticity.

the media is rewriting moral-
ity like never before. those who 
support immoral behaviour are 
lauded by giving them limelight, 
and immorality is promoted 
through humorous talk shows 
and sitcoms. on the other hand, 
those who stand for uprightness 
and moral values are ridiculed 
and ostracised.

it seems obvious 
to those who know 
their Bible that the 
prince of this world is 
behind all this, mas-
terminding moves 
by individuals and 
groups in order to 
create propaganda, 
political support and 
media coverage. he 
wants to turn people 
against god and his 
ways, and he wants 
to get back at god 
through his creation. 
on the surface it looks as if Satan 
is succeeding to a large extent, 
and the condition of this world is 
turning out to be like in the days 
of noah just before the flood 
(gen.6:12,13;Matt.24:37,37). 
But it also shows us that the 
coming of the Son of god is near. 
the days of Satan are numbered 
(rev.12:12).

in the midst of all these hoaxes 
and falsehood stands one book 
that tells us the truth. the Bible 
tells us about god, who he is and 
what he is like, and about our 
fallen condition and how we can 
get back into a right relationship 
with him. these are not man-
made ideas that people sitting 
under trees or on top of moun-
tains thought, but they have been 
revealed for us by truth himself. 

these have been re-
ceived, trusted and 
tried out by count-
less number of people 
over time and found 
to be true. these 
have transformed the 
lives of everyone who 
humbly believed and 
followed them. in the 
Bible is what can en-
sure our future, give 
us courage and bold-
ness, and navigate us 
through all the con-
fusing and dangerous 
paths of this life.

the sad thing is that even 
among Christians, leaders and 
others with responsibilities are 
allowing themselves to be influ-
enced more by the media than by 
god’s word. that makes them feel 
more ‘in with the times’, and also 
admired by their followers for 
the breadth of their knowledge. 
Many are unable to discern that, 
for all the impressive presenta-

The media is 
rewriting morality 
like never before. 

Those who support 
immoral behaviour 

are lauded by giving 
them limelight, and 

immorality is promoted 
through humorous talk 

shows and sitcoms. 
On the other hand, 
those who stand for 

uprightness and moral 
values are ridiculed 

and ostracised.
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tions by these leaders, they lack 
depth in the knowledge of god. 
they talk little about the charac-
ter of god and his ways with peo-
ple; instead, their focus is on sen-
sational stuff and thrilling (but 
transitory) experiences. for the 
apostle Paul, the goal 
of all his instruction 
was to create in his 
audience and his read-
ers “love from a pure 
heart and a good con-
science and a sincere 
faith” in their hearts 
(1tim.1:5). What is 
the point walking up to 
the platform merely to fall down 
backwards, lie around for a few 
moments and then get up to go 
back to ‘business as usual’? What 
do we ultimately gain by listening 
to ‘soul stirring music’ if we don’t 
learn even a little bit to deny our-
selves and keep his command-
ments? the time is now when 

preachers tickle people’s ears and 
make them feel good about them-
selves even when there are things 
in life they should be ashamed 
of and which should be set right 
as a matter of priority! Shall we 
entertain our listeners or shall 

we preach god’s word 
(2tim.4:2)? “those 
who have insight will 
shine brightly like the 
brightness of the ex-
panse of heaven, and 
those who lead many 
to righteousness, like 
the stars forever and 
ever” (Dan.12:3). it is 

time for such to stand up and be-
come active.
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Dr. Daniel Sathiaraj 
retired from St John’s 

PG College, Hyderabad, 
where he taught Computer 

Science. He lives in 
Hyderabad.

noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 
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What do we ultimately 
gain by listening to 

‘soul stirring music’ if 
we don’t learn even 
a little bit to deny 

ourselves and keep His 
commandments?

Jacob Ninan



Light of Life 11 January 2017

Many years ago, a  native 
american indian 
tested his strength by 

climbing a mountain. at the top 
he saw a rattle-snake. it begged 
him to carry it under his shirt and 
take it down to the valley. the 
boy replied, “i know your nature, 
you rattle-snake. if i pick you up, 
you will bite and kill me.” But the 
snake said, “no, i will not harm 
you.” the boy initially resisted, 
but was eventually persuaded 
by the snake; he carried it down 
to the valley and laid it on the 
ground. the snake coiled, rattled 
and leapt on the boy, biting him 
on the leg. “But you promised…,” 
cried the poor boy. “you knew 
what i was when you picked 
me up, didn’t you?” mocked the 
snake.

Temptation

those who succumb to peer 
pressure just to experience 
momentary pleasure and 
excitement, resulting in shame 
and pain, seem to remember the 
words of the snake, “you knew 
what i was when you picked me 
up.”

BITE OF THE ENEMY
God has a wonderful future of freedom for you.

CHRISTIANA JOSEPH  temptation is the impulse to do 
wrong. The world is filled with 
attractive things begging to be 
picked up. “try me,” “only one 
sip, only one puff,” “Touch me,” 
“no harm in looking just once,” 
are some of the biggest lies and 
deceptions of the devil. you only 
yield once, not realising that that 
one action can almost always 
repeat itself, steadily graduating 
to a habit that controls you. 
eventually, your ‘innocence’ is 
taken over by addiction.

Forms Of Addiction

addiction is ingestion of a sub-
stance (alcohol, drugs), or com-
pulsively engaging in activities 
such as gambling, browsing the 
internet, watching pornography, 
over-eating, playing games on the 
internet, social networking, and 
even the harmless work we do to 
earn our livelihood. these ‘plea-
surable’ activities have the poten-
tial to control those who indulge 
in them. it eventually interferes 
with the life of the individual – 
his work, his physical and men-
tal health, and his relationship 
with family and friends. the most 
frightening thing about any ad-
diction is that it is subtly hidden 
in its victim. even Christian lead-
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Are you called to reach the unreached  
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We select 20 candidates from churches, ministries, Bible colleges all 
over india. Scholarship can be provided for needy candidates for the 
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selected to go to West asia will be sponsored for one year and further 
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Write to us requesting for the aPPLiCation forM
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ers and pastors are sometimes 
oblivious of their addiction while 
they continue in their ministries. 
in fact, any activity can become 
an addiction if indulged in com-
pulsively and excessively.

Why do people get addicted? 
there are several reasons. here 
are a few:
• Yielding to peer pressure. 

“everyone’s doing it.”
• Attempt to escape boredom. 

“anyway i am not hurting 
anyone.”

• To overcome depression and 
frustration.

• Loneliness, inferiority complex.
• To escape from reality 

and achieve a sense of 
fulfilment.

Overcoming Addiction

how to overcome and be set 
free from addiction?
1. The first step is to 

acknowledge, “yes, i have 
no control over myself and 
my addiction. i need help. i 
want to be helped. i want to 
come out of the miry clay of 
addiction which is drowning 
me. i need a hand, a Power 
from above to pull me out.” 
this is a great step forward.

2. Make a clean break from 
addiction. Stay away from 
sources of temptation.

3. approach a mentor or a 
trusted friend to confide in, 
who can encourage you and 
pray with you.

4. Say “yes” to Jesus and “no” 
to the devil. Claim healing 
through the cleansing blood 
of Jesus by confessing your 
sin and being baptised with 
the baptism of repentance 
through the power of the 
holy Spirit to overcome your 
addiction. “if the Son shall 
make you free, ye shall be free 
indeed”(Jn.8:36).

5. fast and pray. fasting 
enhances the seriousness of 
our prayer to god and is a 
wonderful tool to overcome 
temptations. Stay in the 
presence of Jesus the whole 
day, prostrate, and cry for 
his help, acknowledging your 
helplessness. he is faithful.

6. Study god’sword, the Bible 
– the text book of life. it 
contains stories of people 
who fell, failed miserably and 
made fools of themselves, and 
also about those who fought 
bravely and overpowered 
the giant of temptation. read 
through the gospels again and 
again till Christ comes alive to 
you. Memorise Scripture; it 
will keep your mind occupied 
as well as pure. the word of 
god is the sword of the Spirit, 
the divine weapon in our 
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battle against temptation. fill 
your mind with whatsoever 
things are true, honest, just, 
pure, lovely, of good report 
(Php.4:8).

7. Join a church, a prayer 
fellowship, a Bible study 
group.

8. Keep busy. fill your life with 
activities that will not give 
you time to get into mischief 
or unhealthy association. 
take active part in the church, 
youth groups, Sunday school, 
community welfare service, 
etc. Students, study hard, excel 
academically and bring joy to 
your parents.

9. get involved with your family, 
help with shopping, cleaning, 
cooking, outings. Stay close 
to your parents, be open and 
communicative. you don’t 
know how it breaks their 
hearts when you distance 
yourself from them, when you 
are cold and uncommunica-
tive. hug them, tell them you 
love them.

God Loves You

Life is a battlefield, but God is 
faithful who will not allow you 
to be tempted more than you 
can take. acknowledge your 
vulnerability and maintain your 
prayer and Bible reading. it is 

only when you connect in prayer 
to the almighty that you get the 
needed strength to overcome the 
unseen enemy. Should you fall 
again, get up and get going in the 
strength of the Lord. the evil one 
cannot touch you if you are a child 
of god. you are special to him. he 
loves you. god has a wonderful 
future of freedom for you.

Jesus was tempted in all points 
as we are, but was able to 
overcome by fasting and prayer. 
Jesus understands what you are 
going through. he knows what 
it means to resist the devil. he 
who sweated blood in his lonely 
battle at gethsemane is at your 
side right now. Make Jesus 
your best friend. Pour out your 
heart to him. he will help you 
overcome.

now to him who is able to do 
immeasurably more than all we 
ask or imagine, according to his 
power that is at work within us, 
to him be glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus throughout 
all generations, forever and ever! 
amen (eph.3:20-21).

Christiana Joseph  
is a clinical sonologist in 

Tanjore, Tamil Nadu, and is 
also involved in Evangelical 
Union ministry and Gideons 

International.
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CAN A BELIEVER DO ALL 
THINGS IN CHRIST?

Servants of God are tempted to achieve remarkable  
things in the ministry.

T. A. PRABHU KIRAN 

the apostle Paul declared, 
“i can do all things in 
Christ who strengthens 

me” (Php.4:13).  Paul, as a prisoner, 
made this statement in the epistle 
he wrote from a prison in rome 
in the midst of cruel soldiers. the 
only place that was worse than 
hell in the universe was a roman 
prison, says a historian. roman 
prisons were human laboratories 
infested with cruel soldiers busy 
inventing new inhuman methods 
of torture and execution to inflict 
maximum and unbearable pain 
on criminals. one such cruel 
invention was crucifixion.

Paul not only proclaimed that 
he could do all things in Christ, 
but also that he was contented 
wherever he was. he knew that 
every adversity was intended 
for the furtherance of the gospel 
(1:11;4:11). this was the ‘mind 
of Christ’ displayed by Paul to 
the ‘body of Christ’, the church 
in Philippi. in times when even 
heaven cannot fill and satisfy 
the bottomless human heart, it 

takes the strength of a diamond 
to testify like Paul did from a hell-
like prison.

Surprisingly, Paul also speaks 
of joy and happiness at least 15 
times in the same book. he knew 
he would be beheaded very soon 
after the roman emperor nero’s 
pronouncement of the death 
sentence. But those poignant last 
moments of life did not deter 
Paul from declaring that he could 
still do anything for the sake of 
the Lord’s kingdom. this is surely 
a great statement from one of 
the greatest saints of the new 
testament times. even alexander 
the great could not have said 
this at the end of his world-
conquering tour. the sense of joy 
and accomplishment in ministry 
and the overwhelming feeling 
of gratitude to god are evident 
in Paul’s statement. What is 
strikingly absent in it is the sense 
of pride of having done so much 
for god. ‘Pride’ is a big word 
for small people who look for 
pleasure in petty achievements, 
but a very small word for the 
ones like Paul who are obsessed 
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with the noble mission of filling 
the world with the transforming 
power of the gospel of Christ.

Apostle, Not An Achiever

Servants of god are tempted to 
achieve remarkable things in the 
ministry. this is our professional 
hazard. But we are simply 
‘apostles’ called to accomplish 
what is assigned to us by god, not 
to achieve anything on our own. an 
apostle is the ‘sent one’. the rulers 
of the day had a special band of 
people utilised for sending crucial 
messages across the country. 
able bodied youngsters with 
unwavering loyalty were chosen 
for crucial missions to carry 
messages from the emperors 
to their subjects. they would 
either ride a horse or go on foot 
running for several miles before 
delivering the message. their 
luggage was bare minimum, lest 
their journey should be delayed 
and become burdensome. Paul 
had every right to say he was 
an achiever, considering his 
enormous ministry and planting 
of so many churches in asia 
Minor. But he refrains from doing 
so. Paul sounds like a sinner 
forgiven and transformed by his 
Saviour from being an ‘enemy 
of the cross’. Paul the humble 
apostle is now a shining product 
of the transforming power of the 
gospel. he speaks like a trusted 
apostle who has delivered the 

message faithfully and is now 
waiting on his Master for his 
heavenly reward.

it is natural to be boastful 
of temporal achievements in 
the guise of doing great things 
for the Lord. Jesus collected 
12 persons from galilee and 
Judea and designated them as 
‘apostles’. they were neither 
spiritually ‘able bodied’ nor were 
they unwaveringly loyal until the 
Lord’s resurrection. interestingly, 
the gospels mention them as 
mere disciples, but very rarely as 
apostles. But these same timid, 
wavering and spiritual light-
weights were later transformed 
into great apostles and martyrs 
by the power of the Lord’s 
resurrection.

Sadly, today the ministries 
everywhere are like empires 
founded by ‘neo-emperors’ at the 
cost of the kingdom of god. We 
see so much of sowing, but with 
meagre yield because we lack the 
knowledge of the seasons and the 
types of soil we are sowing in. We 
are like much decorated generals 
in full uniform with so many 
medals pinned on, but with little 
or no victory in the battlefields! 
our ministries are like huge 
concerns of the corporate world 
pursuing only fame and money. 
no wonder apostles are being 
replaced by achievers today. this 
spiritual corruption has already 
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contaminated the evangelical 
scene deeply. unless we wake up 
to combat it, we are heading for a 
disaster.

Spiritual, Not Superficial

Superficial Christianity pervad-
ing in the guise of neo-spirituality 
is the norm of Christianity today. 
healings and miracles are the 
hall-marks of this new spirituality. 
the local cable and satellite Chris-
tian channels in many languages 
today herald a boom of miracle 
workers and healers rather than 
great evangelists. 
healings and miracles 
are made synonymous 
with the gospel! huge 
assemblies and sanc-
tuaries are founded 
everywhere as ‘col-
lection centres’ with 
thousands thronging 
there for healings and 
miracles. the tradi-
tional churches founded on the 
sacrificial ministry of the mis-
sionaries are simply side-lined 
and eclipsed.

the present young generation 
with their fascination for high 
decibel sounds, loud singing and 
drumming find quiet and solemn 
worship services outdated and 
irrelevant. in stark contrast, 
church history is full of instances 
of faith warriors going to the 
gallows for protecting their faith 
and doctrines. for proclaiming 

the message of the Bible, they 
had to face hungry lions, swords 
and consuming flames; and they 
did it joyfully. today Biblical  
Christianity has taken a back 
seat. the time-tested spiritual 
principles and practices are 
sacrificed at the altar of a 
new Baal called ‘money and 
fame’. ‘Dying for Christ’ is an 
old fashioned life-style and a 
forgotten slogan. Prospering for 
Christ and becoming famous is 
the new order of the day. to be 
spirituality rooted in the Lord 

requires that we carry 
the cross, denying 
ourselves daily. the 
lamp has to ‘die’ every 
moment so that its 
illumination can defeat 
the darkness around. 
today we desperately 
need spiritual people 
like Paul rooted in god 
and his word.

Martyr, Not  Money Maker

Money makers have a special 
mindset withself-seeking skills 
aiming to become millionaires. 
But saving a soul before it reaches 
the eternal hell is a noble and 
great profession requiring self-
denying attitudes – the reason 
why the Lord called people like 
D.L.Moody, Charles Spurgeon, 
John Wesley, Billy graham and 
Bakht Singh. Just as a soul winner 
cannot be a money maker, a 

The time-tested 
spiritual principles and 
practices are sacrificed 

at the altar of a new 
Baal called ‘money 
and fame’. ‘Dying 
for Christ’ is an old 

fashioned life-style and 
a forgotten slogan.
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money maker cannot be a soul 
winner, because they require two 
different skills. Like water and oil 
they never mix.

the apostle Paul in his old 
profession as a Pharisee could 
have minted money with his 
intellect and access to the elite. 
But he considered all that as 
loss and dung when he found 
the real purpose of his life in 
Christ. His profile as an apostle 
contains only the calamities and 
indignities he suffered for being 
loyal to his calling (2Cor.11:22-
28). for people like Paul, 
money is just a facilitating 
means while martyrdom is the 
crowning moment. for them to 
live is Christ and to die is gain 
(rom.14:7,8).

In Chains, But Never Inactive

While he languished in the 
roman prison with heavy steel 
chains on his body, reduced to 
sub-human status as a convict 
with a death sentence, was Paul 
resorting to rhetoric when he 
said that he could do all things 
for Christ? Was he giving the 
church in Philippi false hope 
and optimism? to know what 
Paul accomplished in the prison, 
we need to go to the end of the 
book where he sends greetings 
from all god’s people, especially 
from those ‘belonging to Caesar’s 
household’ (Php.4:22)! the 
palace of the roman emperor 

was penetrated by the gospel and 
had some of god’s people living 
there, thanks to the ingenious 
evangelical strategy conceived 
and implemented by Paul, now a 
roman prisoner but still a master 
evangelist!

Who were those Christians 
in the roman palace and how 
did Paul disciple them? for 
answers we need to wait until 
we meet Paul in heaven. for 
now, we can safely speculate. 
Prison evangelism was not new 
to Paul. the church in Philippi 
was founded by Paul in a prison 
through a midnight evangelical 
campaign. Paul and Silas were 
imprisoned unjustly in Philippi 
that night. using his roman 
citizenship card, Paul could have 
easily avoided imprisonment. But 
he welcomed it knowing that his 
chains served the furtherance of 
the gospel. in spite of the bleeding 
wounds caused by lashes, Paul 
turned the prison premises into 
an evangelical camp with his 
preaching, singing and praying, 
with the prisoners listening. Paul 
preached the gospel in the most 
unlikely place (prison), at the 
most unlikely time (midnight), to 
the most unlikely congregation 
(prisoners), which resulted in 
the jailor, his family and many 
prisoners experiencing the saving 
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ that 
night (acts 16:16-40).
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During his two-year roman 
imprisonment, Paul must have 
converted many of the guards 
around him who later on went to 
the Caesar’s palace for their next 
turn of duties. the converted 
guards must have spread the 
gospel among their colleagues 
and the other people in the 
palace, making new converts to 
Christianity in the very home of 
the enemy of the gospel.

Paul always realised, even when 
he was in chains, that the gospel 
could never be chained and that 
there was no dearth of souls to 
win, no matter where he was.
if Paul, who was constantly in 

chains, besides his physical 
impairment (2Cor.12:7), and 
without the digital media 
support that we have today, 
could accomplish so much for 
the Lord, where do we stand 
today, with the freedom and all 
the facilities at our disposal? Do 
we have any reason to celebrate 
when we fail to exploit the 
freedom available to us to win 
souls for Christ? 

T. A. Prabhu Kiran  
is a journalist-turned-

evangelist from Hyderabad. 
He is an evangelist, Bible 

teacher, conference speaker 
and writer.

OHANNAH  RETREAT  CENTRE     

A Christian retreat centre located only 65 kms away 
from Mumbai . Ideal for  conducting  retreats,  
trainings & conferences  & meetings.  

Address : 507 Bendshil Village 
Bendshil Chincholi Road 
Kulgaon Post, Badlapur (East) 
Maharashtra - 421503 
Contact : 9503722250 
Email : ohannahretreat@gmail.com 

Facilities available :  
 Dormitories 
 Prayer / Conference Hall 
 AC & Non AC rooms 
 Kitchen  facility 
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DEFICIENT DISCIPLES
Our spiritual life can be corrected and nourished by  

feeding on God’s word.

the disciples of the Lord 
Jesus Christ were not 
perfect. they were 

impulsive, lacked understanding 
and insight; and they often lacked 
important components of  the high 
standards of discipleship. Just as 
vitamin deficiency weakens the 
body and makes it vulnerable 
to disease, decay and death, the 
‘deficient’ disciples were weak 
and vulnerable.
1. Lack Of Connection

 While Peter, John and James 
were with the Lord Jesus 
during the transfiguration 
experience (Lk.9), the other 
disciples encountered a boy 
possessed with an evil spirit 
whom they were not able to 
handle, apparently because 
there was a deficiency in 
their relationship with god. 
When the Lord delivered the 
hapless boy and the disciples 
asked him why they could 
not drive out the spirit, he 
reminded them about the 
importance of faith, prayer 
and fasting (Matt.17:19-
20). the disciples lacked the 
connection with the Lord 

J. N. MANOKARAN that gives strength from the 
spiritual disciplines of faith, 
prayer and fasting.

2. Lack Of Child-like Humility

 the disciples lived with the 
Son of god who had given 
up all heavenly comforts to 
become human, but they did 
not understand humility.
they fought with one another 
for leadership positions and 
argued who would be the 
greatest. their proximity 
with the Lord Jesus and his 
pre-eminence and power 
(authority) drove them to 
seek greatness. Productivity 
(fruitfulness) was not on their 
agenda. the Lord had to teach 
them humility by bringing a 
child in their midst as teaching 
aid (Lk.9:46-48).

3. Lack Of Compassion

 When the Lord and his 
disciples sent messengers 
to prepare  for  ministry in 
Samaria and the villagers 
did not want Jesus to visit 
their place, the disciples 
were disturbed and angry; 
they wanted to call down 
fire from heaven to destroy 
the place (Lk.9:54). But the 
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Lord rebuked them for their 
lack of compassion and a 
shepherding heart, revealing 
their ego and vengeful 
attitude. they were quick in 
pronouncing judgement on 
the people arbitrarily. they 
lacked love and compassion; 
they did not think about their 
Master’s plan of redemption 
for the people of Samaria.

4. Lack Of Commitment

 following the Lord Jesus calls 
for a high level of commitment.
Martin Luther once said that 
commitment to Jesus is self-
hate. in Luke 9:23-24 the 
Lord made it very clear to 
his disciples about the kind 
of commitment he expected 
them to demonstrate. Paul 
writes, “May i never boast 
except in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through which 
the world has been crucified 
to me, and i to the world” 
(gal.6:14).

 in Luke 9:56-62 we learn 
three aspects of commitment. 
“as they were walking along 
the road, a man said to him, ‘i 
will follow you wherever you 
go.’ Jesus replied, ‘foxes have 
dens and birds have nests, but 
the Son of Man has no place 
to lay his head.’ he said to 
another man, ‘follow me.’ But 
he replied, ‘Lord, first let me 
go and bury my father.’ Jesus 

said to him, ‘Let the dead bury 
their own dead, but you go 
and proclaim the kingdom of 
god.’ Still another said, ‘i will 
follow you, Lord; but first let 
me go back and say goodbye 
to my family.’ Jesus replied, 
‘no one who puts a hand to 
the plough and looks back is 
fit for service in the kingdom 
of god.’”

a) Commitment for comfort? 
The first volunteer was will-
ing to follow Jesus wherever 
he went. Probably the young 
man had a fabulous and ro-
mantic idea of a ‘geographi-
cal discovery’ of the world. he 
failed to understand that the 
Lord was not calling the dis-
ciples to go from city to city as 
much as to die to their ‘self ’ by 
taking up their crosses. the 
Lord turned the focus of their 
conversation to the truth that 
discipleship was not about 
‘going’, but about ‘leaving’. the 
man had to leave the comforts 
of his home and be commit-
ted to Jesus and his mission. 
foxes have burrows and birds 
have nests as their home, but 
for a disciple there is no home 
or haven on this earth. home 
denotes love, comfort, secu-
rity and a sense of belonging.
for a disciple of Jesus there 
is no guarantee of homely 
comforts and conveniences.  
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While going places may be an 
exciting experience, the cost is 
being willing to step out of the 
comfort of the familiar, affec-
tionate and secure place of a 
home. this does not mean that 
‘family’ is not on the agenda 
of god’s plan. the Lord, here, 
is teaching his disciples the 
importance of loving god and 
giving Him the first priority in 
life.

b) Commitment with  condition?

  the second volunteer wanted 
to stay at home until his father 
died, he had completed the 
last rites and inherited the 
property, and then to follow 
Jesus. apparently, this man’s 
father was not sick, or he 
would have asked the Lord 
Jesus to heal him. or, perhaps, 
he wanted to wait till his 
father’s death so that he could 
inherit his property and then 
follow Jesus. But the Lord said 
to him, “Let the dead bury their 
dead, but you go and proclaim 
the kingdom of god.”

 What will the doctor focus 
on when he has to attend to 
the victims of an earthquake? 
Will he focus on the dead 
or the living? those who do 
not have the knowledge of 
medicine or surgery will bury 
the dead, while the doctor 

will focus on treating and 
saving the injured. Likewise 
in the spiritual realm, the 
spiritually dead people bury 
the physically dead and those 
who are spiritually alive focus 
on preaching the good news 
of god’s kingdom.

 thus the Lord’s teaching on 
commitment emphasises his 
perspective on it – that no 
tradition, no ritual, no social 
practice or cultural custom is 
greater than a whole-hearted 
commitment to follow the 
Lord Jesus Christ.

c) Commitment with consent? 
the third volunteer wanted 
to follow Jesus, but not before 
bidding farewell to his family. 
Maybe, he wanted to retain 
his relationships and build a 
support network before he 
started following Jesus. elijah 
did permit elisha to go and 
bid farewell before he began 
his ministry (1Kgs.19:19-
21); but Jesus is greater than 
elijah! it is not possible to 
plough or furrow a straight 
row while looking backward; 
the backward pull could be 
strong. the israelites wanted 
to select a leader who would 
take them back to egyptian 
slavery (num.14:4). the 
wife of Lot looked back 
and became a pillar of salt 
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(gen.19: 26; Lk.17: 32-33). 
Single minded focus is a mark 
of true discipleship.

The Challenge

this is the time to do a spiritual 
check-up. Deficiency in almost 
any area is a danger sign, because 
it ends in death or disaster, if not 
corrected. Physical deficiency can 
be corrected with the right diet, 
medicine and exercise. Similarly, 
our spiritual life can be corrected 

and nourished by feeding on god’s 
word, accepting god’s discipline 
and practising the principles of 
Scripture.

May god help us to be healthy 
disciples.
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Appeal For Water
Although the rich man was 

in agony in hell, he recognised 
Lazarus and Abraham, being 
conscious and alive. He pleaded 
for just a drop of water to cool 
his tongue. The word of God 
makes it very clear that hell is 
a real place of indescribable 
torment created for the devil and 
his angels; man’s opinion about 
it is irrelevant. However, even if 
it is not God’s will that anyone 
should go to the place of eternal 
torment (Jn.3:16-17), He will 
not prevent those who choose 
to go there by rejecting His free 
offer of redemption from sin 
and its consequence. The gates 
of God’s grace in Christ Jesus 
are still open to anyone in this 
world who will enter in by faith; 
there is no guarantee of another 
moment. 

Intercession For Others
The rich man did not want his 

five brothers to be with him in 
hell; he wanted them in a better 
place. But God was not pleased 
with his good wishes for his 
brothers. Abraham said that 
sending Lazarus for a mission 
trip to earth to warn his brothers 
was not possible. If the people 
would not listen to the Law of 
Moses or the warning of the 
prophets, they would not listen 
even if a person went from the 
dead and spoke to them.

The rich man had a great 
concern for his brothers on earth 
even as he was agonising in hell, 
whereas when he lived in luxury 
and comfort, he ignored his poor 
neighbour. If only he had shown 
the same concern for the beggar 
and the needy around him when 
he had the opportunity to do so! 
He lost the opportunity to help 
and intercede for others.

The Challenge
This prophetic parable of the 

Lord represents two categories 
of people in the world: those 
who are rich in worldly goods 
and those who are poor in spirit 
(Lk.12:21;Matt.5:3-10). The hid-
den prophecy of this parable is 
being fulfilled during the last 
two centuries by those who are 
running after riches, power, in-
fluence and possession, whose 
priorities are anything but God’s 
kingdom and His righteousness 
– loving and serving others. 
When God’s kingdom and His 
righteousness become man’s 
priority, there will be no poor in 
this world! (Read Matt.6:25-33 
and Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-35.) 

It is our ‘heavenly possessions’ 
in this earthly life that ultimately 
matters in eternity.
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ruler of the universe and my 
life. My circumstances, situ-
ations, problems, pressures, 
failures, sicknesses are skil-
fully handled by Him with 
gentle hands to shape me into 
a vessel that will be beautiful 
in His sight. In the Christian 
life, each believer is decorat-
ed with pain, suffering and 
sacrifice. This is how the Di-
vine Potter shapes our lives, 
so that we become spiritu-
ally mature, productive and 
useful in this world, and the 
ultimate product will be like 
His Son (Php.1:6;1Jn.3:2).

6. Deploy 
 The potter makes a variety 

of vessels for different pur-
poses. Large pots to store, 
medium ones for daily use 
in kitchens, small ones for 
the dining tables, and deco-
rative pieces for display in 
the showcase. The Divine 
Potter has a specific purpose 
for the disciples of Christ, 
which He has revealed in 
His word, and that purpose 
is “to do good works.” God 
has created His chosen ves-
sels in Christ Jesus and de-
ployed them in this world 
as His representatives. “For 
we are God’s workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus to do 
good works, which God pre-
pared in advance for us to 
do” (Eph.2:10). 

7. Display 
 Each and every vessel a pot-

ter makes gives him a sense 
of pride. It gives the Di-
vine Potter a sense of pride 
and joy when He sees the 
work of His hands display-
ing His glory. Pots are not 
‘self-made’, as some humans 
boast. We have no reason 
to boast about ourselves. 
The One who created us, re-
deemed us and is now work-
ing on us is alone worthy of 
all praise and glory.

The Challenge
Clay pots and vessels are not 

mass-produced like the cars 
or computers or mobiles in 
a factory. They are carefully 
shaped by the master artisan 
with his skilful and gentle 
hands. We are so privileged to 
have a God who works on us 
individually, with a personal 
touch. The challenge before 
us is to humbly submit to 
Him, the Divine Potter, and 
allow Him to reveal His glory 
through us in this world. What 
a joy to be in His safe, loving 
hands always! 

J. N. Manokaran  
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GUARD YOUR GATES
What we let in through the gates or stop  

determines how we stay inside.

the angel of the Lord said 
to abraham, “i will surely 
bless you and make your 

descendants as numerous as 
the stars in the sky and as the 
sand on the sea-shore and your 
seed shall possess the gates of 
his enemies” (gen.22:17). how 
is possessing the gates of one’s 
enemies a blessing? City gates 
were very important in ancient 
days. the cities had a wall on 
which watch-towers were built. 
every evening the gates were 
closed and the soldiers guarded 
them. gates are a symbol of 
victory, power and control. When 
the enemy conquered a city, it 
took control of the city gates. 
goods and food could not enter 
or leave a city without permission 
from the guards. During a long 
siege inhabitants often died of 
starvation. the Bible is replete 
with references to gates from 
genesis to revelation. When Jacob 
woke up from his dream at Bethel, 
he spoke of the gates of heaven. 
“how dreadful is this place. this 
is none other than the house of 
god; this is the gate of heaven” 

DULCIE SURESH (gen.28:17). the gates of death 
are referred to in Psalm 9:13, “you 
are the one who lifts me up from 
the gates of death.” When Simon 
Peter declared that Jesus was the 
Son of the living god, Jesus said, 
“thou art Peter, and upon this 
rock i will build My church, and 
the gates of hell will not prevail 
against it” (Matt.16:18).

Choices

gates are also symbolic of 
one’s choices. Jesus said, “enter 
into the narrow gate, for wide 
is the gate and broad is the 
way that leads to destruction 
and many there be which enter 
through it” (Matt.7:13). right 
from the days of the garden of 
eden, man has had the free will 
to choose. either he could obey 
god, love and serve him, or lead 
his own life waling on the path 
of destruction.

The Ear

We shall now consider im-
portant gates which have to be 
guarded carefully. 

the ears are the gates through 
which faith and wisdom enter. 
“So then, faith comes by hearing 
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and hearing by the word of god” 
(rom.10:17). We can use the ear 
positively or negatively. We can 
incline our ears to good music, 
wise counsel and sound doctrine. 
On the flip side, the ear is often 
used to listen to gossip, slander 
and ruinous remarks. all negative 
criticisms of ourselves or others 
should be evaluated in order to 
see if they should be rejected or 
acted upon. the doctor’s diagno-
sis of death and doom should be 
faced with “Jesus is the healer. 
there is nothing too hard for the 
Lord.” above all, take the advice of 
Jesus, “take heed what you hear” 
(Mk.4:24).

The Eye

eyes are the next gate to be 
considered. through them we 
experience vision and victory. 
each of us must have a vision for 
our life, our family, our church and 
our nation. Without a vision there 
will be no progress in our lives or 
society. Where there is no vision, 
the people perish” (Pro.29:18). 
there is a popular saying, “Beauty 
is in the eye of the beholder.” Let 
us make a conscious effort to 
see beauty in our fellow-men, 
literature and nature. take time 
off to watch the sunset, sunrise, 
the flowers, the mountains, hills 
and rivers. Appreciate the finger 
of god in his creation. there are 

things to avoid. Switch off the TV 
during horror movies and those 
filled with violence. Pornography 
in literature, movies and the 
internet should be shunned. We 
are told that internet pornography 
has widespread popularity for 
three A’s: Accessible, Affordable 
and anonymous.

Let us see what Jesus says about 
the eye. “But i say to you, whoever 
looks on a woman to lust after 
her has committed adultery with 
her already in his heart. and if 
your right eye offend you, pluck 
it out and cast it from you, for 
it is profitable for you that one 
of the members perish and not 
that your whole body cast into 
hell” (Matt.5:28,29). Jesus was 
very compassionate. he forgave 
sinners, healed the blind, the deaf 
and dumb. he made the lame to 
walk. Why then does he ask us to 
pluck out the right eye if it causes 
us to stumble? to understand 
this we have to go back to 
creation. “then god said, ‘Let us 
make man in our own image, in 
our likeness’” (gen.1:26). god is 
Spirit. We are also spirits. god 
created a body and gave man a 
soul and a spirit. When a man 
and a woman marry, the Bible 
says, “they will become one 
flesh.” The body, soul and spirit 
of the man unite with the body, 
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soul and spirit of the woman. the 
union is emotional, physical and 
spiritual. this sacred union is 
like the one between Christ and 
his church. When a married man 
or woman is emotionally and 
physically attracted to another 
person, he becomes unfaithful 
to his marriage. the physical 
act with another partner makes 
them one flesh. The effect of 
that relationship tells on the 
original marriage. an adulterous 
relationship makes the original 
union more than one flesh. These 
‘soul ties’ destroy a marriage. 
it all begins with a look. hence, 
Jesus gives a severe warning.

The Nose

the nose is the next gate to be 
considered. it is the nose that 
can tell what is fresh, what is 
stale, what is burning, what is 
decaying. this organ is a symbol 
of discernment which is very 
essential in current times. the 
holy Spirit will help us discern 
the true from the false. recall 
Shakespeare’s tragic hero hamlet 
declaring, “Something is rotten 
in the State of Denmark,” much 
before he learnt of the details of 
the murder. Without discretion 
and diplomacy hamlet killed the 
wrong person, caused ophelia 
to commit suicide, and the play 
ends with his own tragic suicide. 
this is surely a gate to be closely 
guarded.

The Tongue

another gate is the tongue. you 
have to open your lips to enable 
the tongue to speak. the tongue 
has both power and potential to 
bless and to curse. it can be used 
in spiritual warfare. the word is a 
two-edged sword. Jesus used the 
word effectively against Satan’s 
temptations in the wilderness. it 
can be used to rebuke sickness, 
stress and strongholds. Praise and 
worship bring down the presence 
of god. We must be cautious in 
what we declare and proclaim. 
on the negative side, people often 
use the tongue to lie, slander and 
flatter.

Pearly Gates

the holy City, called the new 
Jerusalem, will have twelve gates 
with twelve angels at the gates. 
the twelve gates are twelve 
pearls, each gate made of a single 
pearl (rev.21:21).

if we guard all these gates, we 
can look forward to entering 
the Pearly gates of heaven with 
confidence.
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HIDDEN DRAMA
Our Father in heaven knows what we are going through.

unfortunate events in life 
make us wonder about 
what is going on around 

us without our knowledge. often, 
we wish we knew the answer to 
the questions starting with ‘Why’. 
unfortunately, the answers never 
come, and we never get to know 
the reasons behind the painful 
happenings of life. though we 
console ourselves with “there 
must be a good reason” or “i 
have learnt so much out of it,” we 
speculate many times in a vacuum. 
We are frustrated by the limitations 
of our human mind. in fact, we are 
blind to many things which are 
happening around us. We are not 
privy to the hidden drama played 
out somewhere else.

Job And All That Happened In 
Heaven

We come to know about this 
hidden drama first in the life of 
Job. Job suffered in his life. His 
suffering was the bitterest written 
in the Bible. he lost everything 
except his fragile and broken life. 
While he suffered without having 
a clue of what was going on 
behind the scene, the readers are 
given a glimpse of the happenings 
in the presence of god. a war of 

JOHN JEBASEELAN words goes on between god and 
Satan about the integrity and 
faithfulness of Job (1:6-12). in 
order to prove the uprightness of 
Job, god allows all the tragedies 
that happened in Job’s life to 
happen (1:13–19). 

if Job had known about this 
hidden drama – the drama that 
went on in heaven – he would 
have proudly held on to his faith. 
at least, he would have had a 
purpose in bearing the pain of 
loss. But alas, he did not know. 
he was clueless. he was assailed 
by doubts and questions. though 
he got the reward for his patience 
and suffering, as recorded at 
the end of the Book of Job, he 
never knew the reason for his 
sufferings. 

We are sometimes in the 
position of Job, though not in the 
same intensity. We wish we knew 
the reason. We pray hard and try 
to remain firm in Him, but slowly 
we grow faint. in such a situation, 
we need to comfort ourselves in 
the knowledge that god knows 
and he has a purpose in even the 
bitterest of events.

David And The Unfailing Love 
Of God

David had a peaceful existence 
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when he was tending the sheep. 
one day god anointed him as 
king. he defeated goliath and 
soon became one of the able 
commanders of King Saul and 
also his son-in-law. then all hell 
broke loose. he was blocked at 
every step of his life. 

finally, after many disturbing 
events, he was running for his life. 
one day he was one of the powerful 
men in israel and the next day he 
was a fugitive. David was pushed 
into a hopeless situation. When 
he went to nob and got bread 
for himself and his companions 
from ahimelech, Saul destroyed 
the whole town of nob including 
eighty five priests (1Sam.21,22). 
Whoever David was associated 
with was killed. Whichever place 
he put his foot on was destroyed. 
the beloved warrior became a 
pariah overnight.

even in this situation, David was 
strong. he wrote, “i trust in god’s 
unfailing love forever and ever” 
(Psa.52:8). this statement is in 
complete contrast to what David 
was going through in his life. his 
pathetic life was not reflecting 
that god is there and that he also 
has unfailing love towards this 
fugitive, David. how was David 
able to weather all the storms of 
his life and stay tall spiritually? 
it is a real mystery. But we know 
one thing that David was a very 
mature man with a profound 
understanding of god.

Life Is A Jigsaw Puzzle

human life, and specially the 
events of life, could be compared 
with a jigsaw puzzle. We are 
clueless as to how a situation 
will turn out or how our life 
would turn out to be. as we move 
forward, each piece of the puzzle 
is put together. each step forward 
brings the next step into view. yet, 
it becomes difficult for anyone to 
understand the full picture of life 
or an event.

Life is a puzzle which cannot be 
fully solved in this lifetime. We 
as human beings cannot possibly 
understand everything. if we 
were given the ability to know 
everything, we wouldn’t need god. 
Because we don’t have complete 
knowledge, we need god. We 
need to acknowledge that there 
is a bigger picture which only 
god knows and we need to trust 
him to make it beautiful when 
everything is complete.

Air Traffic Controller

our life could also be compared 
to the movements of an aeroplane 
which is controlled by the air 
Traffic Control Centre. When 
we are passengers, we would 
be happy if our flight is on time 
and we would be annoyed to see 
delays. But we see the situation 
only from our eyes. there is a 
larger perspective in the Air Traffic 
Control Centre. The officers there 
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manage the whole air space. they 
know how many aircraft are flying 
at that time and they instruct the 
pilots of each aircraft to do what 
would be appropriate life-saving 
instructions. If they delay a flight 
to land, it is not because of any 
malicious reason. it is because 
they do not want any collision on 
the runway. the tower will know 
why a flight is not given clearance 
to land or take off. From a 
passenger’s perspective, it would 
not be fullyunderstood.

If we have this confidence that 
god is in control of the tower 
and he is guiding 
us according to 
the bigger picture 
or plan he has for 
our lives, we would 
definitely lead a 
faith-filled life.

Attitude Matters!

When the going gets tough, it is 
our attitude that helps us to tide 
over the troubles. if we are in a 
positive frame of mind, we can 
rise above the bitterness during 
our darkest days.

there is a story about a girl 
named Brenda. She was fond 
of mountain climbing. in one 
such adventure, while climbing, 
she lost her balance and hit the 
rope. this jerk made her lose 
her contact lens. With blurred 
vision she managed to climb up 

the cliff. She felt the breeze and 
could blurrily see the beauty of 
the valley, and prayed, “Lord, you 
watch everything in this world 
from heaven. you know where my 
contact lens is. Please let me have 
it.” When she and her team packed 
their equipment and got ready to 
move down through another way, 
another team reached the top 
of the cliff. One of the members 
of that team called out to their 
group asking if anyone had lost 
their contact lens. Brenda was so 
surprised by this. She took her 
lens and asked the person how he 

managed to find this 
small lens. he said 
that, while climbing, 
he stopped to take 
his breath and in a 
small crevice saw 
an ant carrying it. 
Surprised to see an 

ant carrying the lens, he picked 
it up. She praised god and left for 
her home.

that was not the end of the story. 
on reaching home, she shared 
this incident with her father who 
was a cartoonist. the next day, he 
drew a beautiful picture of an ant 
carrying the contact lens with this 
caption: “Lord, i don’t know why 
you want me to carry this thing. i 
can’t eat it and it’s awfully heavy. 
But if this is what you want me to 
do, i’ll carry it for you.”

“i can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens 

me” (Php. 4:13).
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this is the attitude we need to 
have.

If every suffering Christian 
believes that god has a purpose 
for their hardest days also, 
they would proudly bear it. our 
suffering could be the answer 
to someone else’s prayer. our 
father in heaven knows what we 
are going through; we need to 

John Jebaseelan  
is a pastor of the Methodist 

Church, Mumbai.

remember that there is a hidden 
drama played out without our 
knowledge. 
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if you are not truthful to 
yourself and to others, you 
are selling your integrity. 

the Bible talks about ‘integrity’ 
on various occasions. according 
to titus 2:7-8, integrity is meant 
to be an integral part of one’s 
life. Proverbs 10:9 affirms that 
a person with integrity walks 
securely. in fact, it is integrity that 
directs a person’s life (Pro.11:3). 
Job, whose name is synonymous 
with pain and suffering, 
maintained integrity at the cost of 
his life. he held fast to integrity till 
his last breath (2:3,9;27:5). thus, 
Scripture explicitly affirms the 
unnegotiable value of integrity. 
however, many people do not 
seem to possess this virtue. the 
discussion below gives the 
definition of integrity and four 
reasons why we should ownit.

The Meaning 

“integrity is understood more 
clearly when we see it as a cognate 
of the word ‘integrate’. When we 
integrate, we take two things and 
put them together. they become 
a whole. integrity involves 
bringing together our internal 
and external life,” said ebertz. 

HOW TRUTHFUL ARE YOU?
Integrity is an act of worship.

WORRING KHANGAA KASHUNG thus, integrity basically refers 
to the person’s undivided heart 
that is truthful, genuine, sincere, 
and credible, both inwardly and 
outwardly. Moreover, it includes 
having the conviction to live 
those values determinedly. 
hence, it is not only internalising 
and verbalising; rather, it is 
possessing the values within 
oneself and acting the same 
outwardly with boldness. in 
doing this, one becomes truthful 
to oneself and to others. it gives 
no room for suppressing one’s 
conscience or for deceiving 
others. ultimately, this is how 
one proves one’s truthfulness, 
sincerity and reliability to god. 

Illustration

a real story strikingly illustrates 
what it means to be truthful to 
oneself, to others and ultimately 
to god. Lema, a postgraduate 
student, had a distinct character 
which he did not verbalise, but 
acted out. once there was a class 
test. he prepared well, did his 
best, and got a good result. having 
got the result and his answer 
paper, he hurried home excitedly. 
But when Lema crosschecked his 
marks, he found that he had been 
given ten points extra. he was in 
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a dilemma – “Should i keep quiet 
about it, or go back and tell the 
teacher?” When Lema could not 
suppress his conscience that kept 
on saying, “you did not earn this,” 
he went to his teacher and told 
him about the extra marks. his 
teacher was astonished to see 
Lema’s integrity and said to him, 
“Because of your truthfulness and 
honesty i give you full marks.”

Very often, unlike Lema, we 
sell our integrity by killing 
our conscience, and by being 
untruthful to others. We subdue 
our conscience when we want 
to acquire something illegally 
or illicitly. We deceive others 
when we are obsessed with our 
selfishness. We lie to others 
because we are scared that they 
will reject us. We put on a mask 
and present ourselves as truthful 
when we are not. Consequently, 
we end up cheating god.

one’s integrity is best tested 
when no one is around. that is 
what happened to Lema, but 
he maintained his integrity. 
When you are alone and nobody 
is watching, it is up to you to 
choose what you will do – watch 
pornography or read good books. 
a person with integrity always 
remains truthful, genuine and 
credible even when nobody is 
watching her/him. Maintaining 
integrity is like transporting 
eggs without breaking them.

When one’s integrity collapses, 
it is difficult to restore it. In other 
words, integrity is more easily 
maintained than restored.

Importance Of Integrity

Why the relationships between 
spouses, family members, friends 
and colleagues on the wane? one 
of the best answers to this reality 
is: failure to maintain one’s 
integrity. in many cases, when 
one’s integrity collapses, her/his 
relationship with others and with 
god breaks down. there are at 
least four reasons why we need 
integrity:
1. integrity itself is an act of wor-

ship. Since it is about truthful-
ness, genuineness and sincer-
ity, it is about an undivided 
heart (Psa.86:11) that keeps 
one focused on what is up-
right. the state of being truth-
ful to oneself, toward others 
and to god pleases god. Dr. D. 
Kemmler rightly states, “Be-
cause you yourself are truth-
ful, you are teaching the way 
of the Lord truthfully,” and 
that is integrity.

2. integrity is realising one’s 
conscience in its full sense. 
it ensures that one’s con-
science fulfils its true function 
particularly when one exer-
cises his own free will. this 
is significantly important, 
because while we are free 
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to choose anything we can-
not avoid the consequence 
(s) of the choices we make. 
if we choose what is noble, 
we walk securely; if not, we 
stumble.

3. When we have integrity, we-
can best earn the trust of oth-
ers. in other words, we can 
never win others’confidence 
by being untruthful, deceit-
ful and unreliable to them. if 
there is no integrity, there will 
be no reliability. our great 
ability may make us success-
ful. But we can maintain that 
status only when we have 
genuine character that fur-
ther enables us to gain others’ 
credibility. Moreover, trust, 
which is one of the primary 
glues of any long-lasting rela-
tionship, is very much ground-
ed on integrity, because trust 
brings people together and 
can potentially give birth to a 
healthy relationship. 

4. By being truthful and 
authentic, we will not be 
reluctant to admit our faults. 
We should be aware of the 
fact that it is human nature 
to commit mistakes. But 
more importantly, when we 
make mistakes we should 
admit them. and this is best 
accomplished when we 
have integrity – when you 

are truthful to yourself, to 
others and to god.  as g. K. 
Chesterton plausibly asserts, 
admitting wrong-doings 
proves that one has become 
wiser today than earlier. 
therefore, by being truthful, 
we will cling to what is just 
and right, holding against any 
form of dishonesty, prejudice 
and injustice.

 overall, integrity is about hav-
ing an undivided heart, being 
truthful, genuine and sincere  
toward oneself,  toward oth-
ers, and ultimately toward 
god. integrity is our owning 
these qualities and living out 
the same determinedly. integ-
rity is an act of worship, for it 
pleases god. it also helps us 
to exercise our conscience 
rightly and serves as one of 
the best virtues to gain oth-
ers’ trust. finally, it enables 
us to admit our faults and 
become wiser. if we are not 
truthful to ourselves and to 
others, we are cheating god. 
We might not want to call this 
act a sin, but it is truly a tan-
gible sin. 

Worring Khangaa Kashung  
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MY JESUS IS COMING!
Jesus’ coming is both a comfort and a challenge.

More in the 21st century 
than ever before, 
the human race is 

facing unprecedented confusion, 
chaos, breakups, despair and 
purposelessness. this has 
permeated drastically into our 
personal, family, community, 
national and global life, activities 
and the social fabric. this in spite 
of all the hitherto unheard of 
scientific, industrial, commercial, 
social and political advancements 
as well as the extra importance 
given to human rights and 
individual preferences. even a 
baby can shoot, mothers can kill, 
parents can rape, and leaders 
can get away with corruption 
and high handedness. Where are 
we heading to? nobody seems 
to have the time to ponder this 
question.

technology is improving 
humanity by laboratory-made 
stem cells leading to production 
of better humans in factories; 
and technology is replacing 
human hands, legs and heads! 
We do not need god or any type 
of control, as we are surely going 
to replace ourselves with better 
humans. We are ready to make 
colonies in the space, and they 

P. A. THOMAS are already on sale! Cities are 
becoming concrete monuments 
with the destruction of trees 
and the environment. Water is 
drying up and disappearing, and 
we humans seem to think we can 
live without it. Lakes to canals, 
canals to pipes, pipes to jars, jars 
to bottles, and now bottles are 
becoming empty!

you might think i am drawing 
a weird picture of the world we 
live in; but please spend an hour 
on your tV news or newspaper, 
and you will start shaking your 
head in agreement with me! in 
a situation as frightening as this, 
the best that we can do to comfort 
ourselves is to pretend, “hey! i am 
not in this play; i’m a pretty good 
old human being leading a secure 
life!” But have you thought about 
your children and grand-children, 
about the kind of world they will 
live in and the direction they are 
heading into? it is frightening 
even to think about the future 
of our coming generations in a 
world that is heading towards 
annihilation!

Accountable

in Matthew 24-25 and Luke 
21 Jesus started a discussion on 
certain events that were to take 
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place in the world, and asked 
his disciples to anticipate them 
and to be prepared for them. in 1 
thessalonians 4, 2 thessalonians 
2, 2 timothy 3 and 2 Peter 3, Paul 
and Peter warn us to be prepared 
for the events we are witnessing 
today all over the world. 1 John 4 
John reminds us what to expect 
in the ‘latter days’. Because they 
all said it so long ago, we do not 
seem to bother. however, it is  
good to remember that we are 
dealing with god and his oracles 
to human beings who are endowed 
with an eternal spirit/
soul whom he created 
in his own image 
(with a purpose). 
and we as moral 
and spiritual beings  
need to understand 
that god  
holds us responsible 
and accountable for 
our stewardship of the life and 
the environment he has given us.

With this perspective in mind, 
what does the title of this article 
tell you? yes, for sure, Jesus is 
coming again – at precisely the 
time appointed by god the father, 
and nobody can stop him. it is 
fascinating and challenging to 
remember the Scripture passages 
that affirm the second coming 
of the Lord Jesus for his own 
who are eagerly waiting for his 
appearance (heb.9:28;1Cor.1:7;
1thess.1:10;2tim.4:8;tit.2:13). 

Sadly, the overwhelming majority 
of the world’s population who do 
not anticipate the Lord’s return, 
and therefore are not prepared 
for it, will not take part in that 
awesome in-gathering. only those 
who are attached to him now and 
here can say with confidence, 
“Jesus is mine,” and can look 
forward to that great meeting.

His Rewards

But what is Jesus coming for, 
and what will be our gain? Surely 
we would think of the rewards 

we would receive 
from him and of the 
eternal life with him 
thereafter. With our 
limited understanding 
we know very little 
about life in eternity 
and the activities 
there, except for the 
assurance that we 

will be like Jesus and will live 
with him and the father forever. 
this assures us of our pre-fall 
image of god being restored to 
us and hence the intimacy with 
him, the Creator. But what about 
the rewards – they are going to 
be different for each, and hence 
have criteria for variations. in 2 
Corinthians 5:9,10, Paul reminds 
us of this and warns us that we 
are accountable for our life in 
Christ now – our faith life, the 
amount of faith we are using 
in our daily lives. faith is the 

Only those who are 
attached to Him now 
and here can say with 
confidence, “Jesus is 
mine,” and can look 
forward to that great 

meeting.
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currency on which calculations 
are made, and faith is one of 
the elements in the fruit of the 
holy Spirit who indwells us. So, 
how much we have allowed the 
indwelling holy Spirit to exercise 
(bring to fruition) this fruit which 
expresses together and jointly 
with all the other eight elements 
of that fruit (gal.5:22) is going to 
be the matrix in which accounts 
are recorded. Jesus had made 
this clear in John 15 and made a 
very dreadful warning in verse 
2. So all those who want to say,  
“My Jesus is coming”, 
must be conscious 
of this aspect of 
accounting, and the 
appearance before 
the throne of Jesus 
Christ in the clouds.

the kingdom 
parables in Matthew 
18-25 show us, in 
various dramatic 
pictures, this aspect 
of accountability, and call us to 
be watchful, faithful, profitable 
and hard working. Cutting across 
this kind of an accounting for 
life are the challenges we see 
inside ourselves, our families, our 
churches, and our societies as 
described by Jesus in chapters 24 
and 25. Sustaining a consistent 
faith life is going to be not only   
hard but also very challenging   
with many ‘Christs’ around us, 
erratic and power-exhibiting 

teachings, confusion and guilt 
within us, and systematic, 
legalised and institutionalised 
persecution of Christians in a 
secular humanistic world (24:1-
14). the challenge is to stand 
firm till the end and be a witness 
for the kingdom – god’s Kingship 
– his presence and his rule being 
revealed and his will being done 
in and through our daily lives to 
the world out there. it is not just 
our church lives, but our social 
and professional lives also that 
Jesus describes, challenging 

those crowds 
before his throne 
in 25:31-46. god is 
not just demanding 
spirituality as 
opposed to carnality 
and worldly lives, but 
also a wholesome, 
complete life with 
him as the King in 
our normal human 
lives and activities, as 

witnesses to the world that does 
not know the King.  We are the 
stewards of god’s grace, we are 
the ambassadors representing 
his rule, and we are the priests 
who mediate between the world 
and the King.

Two Masters

it is paradoxical that Jesus’ 
coming is being delayed because 
of our negligence to be effective 
and expressive witnesses to the 

God is not just 
demanding spirituality 
as opposed to carnality 
and worldly lives, but 

also a wholesome, 
complete life with 

Him as the King in our 
normal human lives 

and activities.
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world today (Matt.24:14). or is it 
that we want to delay it anyway, 
as we also want to enjoy the 
world a little more before leaving 
for the eternal abode? remember 
what our Lord had told us, “no 
man can serve two masters.” 
using the name of Jesus to make 
good grades, a career, 
a house, to prosper, 
to accumulate wealth, 
and even to receive a 
visa for a better land 
away from where 
the Lord caused you 
to be born, etc., can 
be indicators of this 
trend. there are false 
teachers, promoters and prophets 
who are all into this hot business 
within the church walls. that is 
why we need to be watchful.

Dead fish flow down with the 
current and dead birds and flies 
fall down to the ground. only those 
who are living can swim against 
current and fly against gravity, 
with a willingness to swim or fly 

against them. the passive ones 
will be carried by the current and 
gravity. So what is needed is not 
only a life, but also a life striving 
against the trends to move in the 
right direction and to be god’s 
children and witnesses. We 
are, by calling, counter cultural, 

counter social and 
counter humanistic, 
as we are pilgrims 
moving heavenwards. 
So the world won’t 
accept us as one of 
its own or agree to 
our lifestyles, but will 
look down on us as 
‘fools, escapists and 

cowards’. 
are you still willing to say with 

confidence and faith, “Yes, ‘My 
Jesus is coming’”? 

P. A. Thomas. 
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THE END HAS BEGUN
For true believers in Christ, a very tough time lies ahead.

these days t.V. news chan-
nels and newspapers are 
discussing the impend-

ing destruction of this world, 
which in fact has already begun. 
While in ages past natural disas-
ters occurred infrequently in the 
form of droughts, floods, earth-
quakes and tempests, the present 
decade is witnessing the fury of 
the nature as never before, creat-
ing panic among the people.

No One Knows The Day!

The Bible gives significant 
details and forecasts by god’s 
prophets about the total 
destruction of the world one day; 
but it does not specify the date. 
however, one of the signs that 
precedes the end of the world as 
we know it, is the glorious return 
of god’s Son, Jesus Christ, to take 
away his bride (the redeemed 
people), marking the beginning 
of the end. except god almighty, 
nobody knows when the world is 
going to end. When Daniel asked 
god’s archangel Michael, “My 
lord, what will the outcome of all 
this be?” he replied, “go your way, 
Daniel, for the words are closed 
up and sealed till the time of the 
end” (Dan.12:8-9). 

ARNY ROBERTS the end will not come suddenly, 
for there will be several strange 
and frightening events preceding 
it. Some of these are recorded 
in Matthew 24. the Lord Jesus 
says, “then if anyone says to you, 
‘Look, here is the Christ or there’, 
do not believe it. for false Christs 
and false prophets will arise and 
show great signs and wonders, 
so as to deceive” (Matt.24:23-
25). Before the Second Coming of 
Christ, strange things are going to 
happen. “and you will hear of wars 
and rumours of wars. See that 
you are not troubled, for all these 
things must come to pass, but the 
end is not yet” (Matt.24:6).

The Signs

We see these things happening 
today. nations are rising against 
one another. During the past ten 
decades the world has witnessed 
the two world wars, besides those 
between Vietnam and america, 
Pakistan and india, european 
countries against iraq, and many 
others. not a single day goes 
without wars among the nations. 
for the past few years, there have 
been rumours of a third world 
war breaking out. fanaticism 
has increased in many countries. 
the reason why opposition to 
Christianity is on the rise all over 
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the word is because people do 
not want to come to the saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ – the 
Way, the truth and the Life. they 
prefer to enjoy the spiritual 
darkness than come to the 
spiritual light and be exposed!

Jesus said, “i am the true Vine,” 
“i am the Way, the truth and 
the Life,” “i am the Light of the 
world,” “Come to Me...” People 
do not want to come to Jesus to 
experience his love and be saved 
from being destroyed eternally 
with the world.

So, what is happening in the 
world is not strange, for the Lord 
Jesus predicted 2000 years ago 
that these would be the signs 
preceding his ‘second coming’. 
Moreover, the apostle Paul 
echoed the words of Jesus, “But 
know this that in the last days, 
perilous times will come. for men 
will be lovers of money, boasters, 
proud, blasphemers, disobedient 
to parents, unthankful, unholy, 
unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, 
without self-control, brutal, 
despisers, haughty, lovers of 
pleasures, traitors, headstrong” 
(2tim.3:1-4). these are the signs 
of the beginning of the end.

Tough Time For Believers

for true believers in Christ, a 
very tough time lies ahead.  aware 
that his days are numbered, the 
Devil is doing his best to draw as 

many people as he can towards 
him. he is using all his strength 
and power to break the trust of 
the Christians, but he will not 
succeed. however, the Devil 
continues to wreak havoc on 
the people of this world through 
acts of terror, sexual immorality, 
lawlessness and violence, murder 
and all kinds of abuse. “and all 
who desire to live godly in Christ 
Jesus will suffer persecution. 
But evil men and imposters will 
grow worse, deceiving and being 
deceived” (2tim.3:12-13).

if the people of his day did not 
spare Jesus Christ, but persecuted, 
insulted and crucified Him, the 
people of our generation who do 
not know Jesus will surely treat 
his disciples in the same manner. 
“if they persecuted Me, they will 
persecute you also...” (Jn.15:20). 
Persecution began long before the 
world realised that Christianity 
was spreading vigorously.

The Scripture Says

Matthew 24 gives a vivid 
description of the last days. the 
Bible says the time of the end 
is near, at hand. all the signs 
we see around us are pointing 
towards the Messiah’s arrival. 
nobody heeded noah’s message 
of repentance. the same scene is 
being played out today as god’s 
servants warn the sinners to turn 
away from sin and to turn to god 
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by receiving Jesus Christ into their 
hearts for forgiveness of sins and 
reconciliation with god.

the three major signs of the 
Lord’s return we see today are: 
1) desperate need to grow more 
trees, 2) large construction of 
buildings, 3) mass marriages.the 
other signs are excess of immo-
rality, persecution of Christians, 
wars, economic crisis, sharp mu-
sic and dances, merry making, 
drug abuse, legalisation of homo-
sexuality, terrorism, corruption, 
lust  for money and sex, murders, 
adultery, astrology, 
odd fashions, danger-
ous adventures, ex-
ploring the possibility 
of life on other planets, 
live-in relationships, 
child prostitution, use 
of nuclear weapons, 
and so on.

Emergence Of Antichrist 

a new international economic 
order, which is going to be intro-
duced, will trigger the emergence 
of the antichrist who will be the 
master of the whole world. and 
every Christian knows his num-
ber (666). Woe to all who take the 
mark of this beast (rev.13:14-18). 
“if anyone worships the beast and 
his image, and receives his mark 
on his forehead or upon his hand, 
he also will drink of the wine of 
the fury of god.”

Believers, be alert. the 
antichrist is coming to take hold 
of the world. the wrath and terror 
of this beast will be so horrible 
that the world will tremble in his 
presence. this will be a time of 
testing for the true followers of 
Christ. they will be persecuted, 
harassed, discarded, disapproved 
and disconcerted by this beast. 
those who worship him will say, 
“Who is like unto the beast? Who 
is able to make war with him?” he 
will be the great blasphemer of 
god almighty. the worshippers 
of the beast will be those whose 

names are not written 
in god’s book of life.

Are You Ready?

are you a perfect 
bride to meet the 
Bridegroom, or are 
you like those five 
virgins whose lamps 

were going out due to shortage 
of oil? the holy Bible again and 
again warns us to take heed. for 
nobody knows when Jesus will 
come to take us. the time is short. 
this is certainly the last hour. 
now is the time for us to prepare 
to meet the Messiah and live with 
him throughout eternity. 

Arny Roberts  
is a retired school  

Principal and lives  
in Kota, Rajasthan.
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WHERE ARE THE CHRISTIAN 
INTELLECTUALS?

An attempt to consider intellectual life as a Christian calling.

the Christian world has 
benefitted a lot in terms of 
personal spiritual growth 

from the works of Christian 
authors, scholars, teachers and 
inspiring preachers. however, 
very few contemporary Christian 
writers and speakers  seem to have 
explored the theological meaning 
and implications of the Christian 
worldview and made attempts to 
establish its relevance to post-
modern challenges. for instance, 
Christian students in universities 
throughout the world have been 
facing challenges not only to 
their traditional faith, but also 
to their stand on the popular 
belief that homosexuality is a 
normal biological behaviour. 
every Christian in the market- 
place has been challenged 
personally to think over the 
issues of intolerance, terrorism, 
rape, consumerism, and the like. 
unfortunately, many Christians 
remain ignorant of the biblical 
position when asked to respond 
to such issues of the modern 
day. 

VIVEK A.GUNDIMI A Visible Community

there is a need for Christian 
intellectuals in the marketplace 
to address these issues, and 
others, through writing books, 
conducting seminars, engaging 
in dialogues and contemporary 
preaching to educate Christians 
to be reasonable and appropriate 
today. the church is never called 
into seclusion, but to be a visible 
community, to be the light and 
the salt (Matt.5:13,14) in this 
world which is populated with 
ideologies, philosophies and 
various kinds of isms. Matthew 
5:16 further clarifies that our 
light should shine before men, 
that they may see our good deeds 
and praise our father in heaven.

our mission in the world should 
also be similar to what the apostle 
Paul commends, “We demolish 
arguments and every pretension 
that sets itself up against the 
knowledge of god, and we take 
captive every thought to make it 
obedient to Christ” (2Cor.10:5).

Christian Intellectual

the Christian intellectual 
has a call for god’s ministry 
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in every generation. Blaise 
Pascal, John henry newman, 
C.S.Lewis, o. S. guinness and our 
own indian Christian leaders 
like ravi Zacharias and Vishal 
Mangalwadi, among many 
others, are all intellectuals who 
have contributed immensely to 
their respective generations. 
Their efforts have had an overall 
positive effect on the history of 
the world through the leading of 
the holy Spirit.

So,  who  is  a   Christian intellec-
tual? a ‘Christian intellectual’ is 
everything an ‘intellectual prop-
er’ is, plus one who seeks God’s 
glory.James W. Sire (the former 
editor of inter Varsity Press) em-
phasises that the phrase ‘to the 
glory of god’ not only prescribes 
moral limits, kingdom vision 
and life direction, but profound 
ontological and epistemological 
implications as well. the entire 
concept of intellectual becomes 
transformed as the implications 
of ‘to the glory of God’ are fleshed 
out. Vàclav havel in his book The 
Art of the Impossible states, “an 
intellectual is a person who has 
devoted his/her life to thinking 
in general terms about the affairs 
of this world and the broader 
context of things… that is, their 
principal occupation is studying, 
reading, teaching, writing, pub-
lishing, addressing the public…
often…it leads them to embrace 
a broader sense of responsibility 

for the state of the world and its 
future.”

according to James W. Sire, the 
word intellectual means, “one 
who loves ideas, is dedicated to 
clarifying them, developing them, 
criticising them,… seeing their 
implications, stacking them atop 
one another, arranging them, 
sitting silent while new ideas 
pop up and old ones seem to 
rearrange themselves, …punning 
with their terminology, picking 
up the pieces…, judging them, 
withholding judgement about 
them, changing them, bringing 
them into contact with their 
counterparts in other systems of 
thought…but also suiting them 
for service in work-a-day life.” 
But timothy g. ash reminds us 
that the intellectual has a line to 
draw when s/he plays a particular 
role. When playing the role of the 
thinker or writer who engages 
in public discussion of issues of 
public policy, in politics in the 
broader sense, the intellectual 
should deliberately not engage in 
the pursuit of political power.

as Christians, we have to 
analyse thought patterns and 
philosophies opposed to the truth 
of the Bible and confront them in 
love. We have to bear in mind that 
people have intellectual struggles 
in relating to god. everyone does 
not begin at the same starting 
point. they journey in their own 
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way to find God. People have 
intellectual questions about the 
nature and relatability of god, 
even before they attempt to find 
that god is real. 

We have to think logically and 
communicate with passion and 
personal commitment. We have 
to set forth our faith in a manner 
which is convincing to the 
intellectual community. however, 
Christian intellectuality must 
be full of integrity of spiritual 
perception.

Christians must focus also on 
publishing papers in academic 
journals and write books that 
can be published by scholarly 
print media as examples of 
Christian scholarship, because 
there are many revealed truths 
of the Christian worldview that 
are relevant in the study of 
sociology, history, arts, biology, 
origins, etc. if Jesus Christ rules 
over the entire world, then the 
universities are also included, 
reminds Charles h. Malik. We 
need to make the presence of 
Jesus Christ felt in every circle 
of life, be it academia, politics or 
business, social ethics or moral 
principles. the time has come 
for Christians to think seriously 
of their role in society. We may 
fear being marginalised, but we 
have to pray for opportunities for 

public platforms to reflect God 
if we seriously believe that we 
have and know the truth. James 
Sire reminds that Christianity has 
much to do with the intellectual 
background to the development 
of science and technology and 
the development of democratic 
individualism. But there is a 
cost to pay to stand and profess 
the truth. as Sire points out, 
“telling the truth may indeed be 
hazardous to one’s professional 
health;” but courage is one of the 
intellectual virtues necessary 
for Christians anywhere in the 
modern world today.

Most of the Christian authors’ 
publications are on specifically 
religious topics. Mark noll re-
minds us that there still remain 
only a handful of quality books 
based on Christian premises in 
the disciplines of psychology, 
sociology, anthropology and eco-
nomics or the humanities and 
fine arts.

What must we do to become 
Christian intellectuals? the 
following list is representative, 
not exhaustive.

at first, one must be passionate 
about being holy, i.e., to be set 
apart from self-serving desire 
for god’s service. to be holy 
is to be characterised by the 
character of god – that is by the 
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image of god in which he made 
us.

Second, one has to be passionate 
to learn the truth, live in truth 
and tell the truth. When we are 
desperate about knowing the 
truth and obeying it, we come to 
know about god and his world.

third, we as Christians must be 
passionate to do (obey) what we 
claim to know about god and his 
word.

fourth, one must be passionate 
to be humble enough to be 
teachable by god through his 
word and his chosen people. 

five, one must be able to read 
educative literature attentively, 
critically, analysing and reasoning 
simultaneously. this helps, since 
‘good reading directs thinking’.

Six, one must model one’s 
spiritual and the intellectual 
disciplines by spending time 
in meditation, silent reflection, 
solitude, attention and prayer.

Jesus – An Intellectual

the new testament gives us 
adequate evidence to prove that 
Jesus knew the hebrew Scrip-
tures better than the teachers of 
his time. his ethical insight could 
not be withstood by scholars or 
philosophers anytime in the past 
or present. he alone had a human 
mind that was un-fallen without 
any moral barrier in acquiring 

knowledge. James Sire reflects 
that Jesus is the epistemologi-
cal foundation for our ability to 
reason. Jesus Christ is the prime 
example of how one should be 
able to think. Jesus was an intel-
lectual reasoner; that is evident 
through his many encounters 
with people of his time. What we 
do find in His teaching and con-
versation with people is that, Je-
sus frequently engaged in lateral 
thinking (Lk.10:25-29), reasoned 
through the parables and sto-
ries and taught through analogy 
(Jn.7:21-23;Lk.13:10-16;18:2-8). 
Jesus as an intellectual practi-
tioner was also one of the main 
influencing factors for people of 
his time to reposition their false 
standards and begin to embrace 
the standards and patterns of 
god’s kingdom. James Sire wit-
tingly states that as Jesus went 
out early in the morning to pray, 
he modelled both the spiritual 
and the intellectual disciplines: 
silence, solitude, attention and 
prayer. 

to be a Christian intellectual is 
to glorify God – to reflect God in 
the world today. this alone is the 
call for a Christian intellectual in 
a pluralistic world.

Vivek A. Gundimi,  
his wife Esther and their  

son John live and worship  
in Bangalore.



Light of Life 51 January 2017

Introduction

- David in the desert of Judah.

- Anxiety about the next moment haunted him.

- Pain and agony of loneliness affected him.

- This experience was repeated several times in his life.

- Every child of God may face this experience at some point.

1. Seeking God’s Presence

- Earnestness in seeking God (v.1). He says,“Earnestly I seek You, my soul thirsts for 
You, my body longs for You.”

- Context: David was in a dry and weary land where there was no water.

- His seeking is based on his past experience. He says,“I have seen You in the 
sanctuary, I have beheld the power of God, I have beheld the glory of God” (v.2).

- Seek the Lord while He may be found (Isa.55:6).

2. Singing God’s Praises

- Glorifying God through his lips (v.3b). 

- Praising God as long as he lives and lifting hands in the name of God (v.4).

- Praising God through singing (vv.5b,7b).

- Reasons for praising God: i. God’s love is better than life (v.3b).  ii. His soul will be 
satisfied with the richest of foods (v.5a). iii. He has received help from the Lord 
several times (vv.7a,8b).

3. Sinking In God’s Hands

- David remembers God while being on his bed and thinks about God through the 
watches of the night (v.6). Mind is involved.

- My soul clings to you (v.8). Heart and soul involved.

- I will lift up my hands (v.4b). His physical body is also involved.

4. Because of the conviction: 

- They who seek his life will be destroyed (v.9).

- They will go down to the depths of the earth (v.9).

- They will be given to the sword (v.10).

- They will become food for jackals (v.10).

- The mouths of the liars will be silenced (v.11).

ALONE WITH GOD 
(A STUDY ON PSALM 63) 

Sermon Outline 

S. RETNAMONY
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UNION BIBLICAL SEMINARY (UBS) 

INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR THE POSITION OF PRINCIPAL  

UBS is an evangelical theological educational institution offering courses 

at graduate (BD), postgraduate (MTH) and doctoral (DTh). There are 26 

faculties and above 350 students. 

The principal is the chief executive officer of the seminary and is 

responsible for leading and managing all academic, administrative and 

pastoral function to fulfil its mission. 

The applicant should have an earned doctorate in any theological 

disciplines.  The successful candidate will be a person of deep 

commitment to Christ and His church and the training of church 

leadership. 

Confidential enquiry, nomination and application shall be sent to the 

President, UBS board and Association, Pune, Maharashtra or by email to 

the ubsprincipalsearch@gmail.com by January 31, 2017. 

UBS ALSO INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR FACULTY POSITIONS 

(From 2017)  

The applicants preferably should have an earned doctorate in any 

theological discipline. Candidates will be persons of deep commitment 

to Christ and His church and the training of church leadership. 

Enquiry and application shall be sent to the President, UBS board and 

Association, Pune, Maharashtra or by email to the 

ubsfacultysearch@gmail.com by January 31, 2017. 



Light of Life 53 January 2017

THE LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST
By P. i. Jacob. Published in 1981,  
revised in 2016.  
gls Publishing, Mumbai.  
List Price ` 225.00

This is a very unique book which presents in a chronological order 
the life, works and teachings of the Lord Jesus Christ, as taken from 
the four gospel narratives of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. Since the 
gospel writers wrote the four books from different perspectives, with 
different aims and in different chronological order, this combination of 
their writings provides something that is easy to read and understand. 
The translation is from the Nestle Greek Text of the New Testament, 
and the result is simple and unambiguous. Every word in the original 
text is brought up except when avoiding duplication. The author has 
taken great pains with this preparation, especially in trying to identify 
the chronological order as accurately as possible.

Such a presentation may appeal to the modern reader as the details 
of the life, works and words of the Lord are put in an orderly fashion. 
Everything that is in the gospel books is here, but rearranged to 
provide a better flow and easier reading. All readers are expected to 
be benefitted from reading this book.

The publishers specially suggest that this could be a relevant gift 
to be presented to those in authority and position in the different 
streams of life, in order to give them a clear picture of who Jesus 
was, and is. Discounts are available for bulk orders.

Jacob Ninan

ReadeRs! did you pRay foR 
Light of Life  

today?
if you Like this magazine,  
teLL otheRs. if not, teLL us.  

eitheR way, we wouLd 
Like to heaR fRom you. you aRe invited to join us in pRayeR  

between 7 and 8 a.m. on the second 
fRiday of each month.  

thank you foR pRaying!

Light of Life 
p.o.box no.4576, 21, ymca Road, mumbai  

centRaL, mumbai 400 008 
e-maiL: LightofLife1@RediffmaiL.com
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JOBS
Urgent openings in India’s leading BPO in Mumbai - Goregaon. 

graduates, under-graduates (hSC passed and above), 
with minimum six months experience, can apply.

also, if you are looking for a job / job change,  
please send across your resumes to:  

Elsmike@outlook.com, and we will connect with you. 
Mention in the subject: Final Qualification, Experience, Industry  

and Domain where currently working.  
eg: B.Sc. it - 2 years, - it - Datacentre mgmt.

EDUCATION
Study in the best institutions in new Zealand, with the best options in Business 
Management, engineering, health Care, hospitality, teaching, horticulture, 
Beautician Courses, Sports, Cinema, Music, Baking, in coordination with a 
renowned New Zealand-registered firm. No additional charges. All payments to the 
institutions direct. assistance / guidance for the ieLtS, walk-around in the College 
Campus, assistance in finding accommodation locally, opening bank account, 
filing for a job-search-visa, recommendation for a job if in the same stream as the 
education completed. 

Please write to elsmike@outlook.com and we will connect with you.
Metasis Services

FOR SALE IN GUJARAT

FOR SALE IN GUJARAT

Newly built commercial property in modern office complex, corner place, 
with lift, independent Pantry & Wash room, brightly lit, spacious 1030 
sq. ft. carpet area, suitable for office. NGO, Trust, Class, Clinic, GYM or any 
other purpose in decent & developing area of Karelibaug of  BaroDa City. 
Please contact
Whats app no. : 9825026170 
e-Mail iD : jic201716@gmail.com

uniQue open land in PriMe location.  Clear title, wall protected, pucca 
roads on front & rear sides, among large Christian community. area approx 
343.0 sq. mtr. 3690.00 sq.ft on Missiom Road, Nadiad. Suitable for office, 
ngo, trust, Church, recidence etc. Please contact.
Whats app no. : 9825026170 
e-Mail iD : jic201716@gmail.com
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OBY CHERIAN

NOTES ALONG 
THE JOURNEY

GOOD RESOLUTIONS
A resolution may not be a sin, but it does not help. 

Peter declared, ‘even if 
everyone else deserts 
you, i will never desert 

you.’ Jesus replied, ‘i tell you 
the truth, Peter, ‘this very night, 
before the rooster crows, you will 
deny three times that you even 
know Me’”(Matt.26:33,34tLB).

i have heard many times one 
man pray this prayer during 
the time of the formal prayer of 
confession in a church. “Dear 
Lord,” he entreats with closed 
eyes and a sincere voice, “please 
forgive me just this one time.” a 
few Sundays later this plea again 
surfaces during the declaration of 
guilt. i forget the number of times 
i have heard him say this.

in my heart, i am loath to say 
“amen” to that particular prayer. 
i used to feel that it was too 
presumptuous to think that this 
would be the last time we would 
have to come to seek forgiveness. 
But i realised i have the same 
attitude when i go to him in prayer 
about something i desperately 
need. “help me just this one time, 
Lord”. as though to say, “i won’t 

need your help again on this, i 
can manage.” on many occasions, 
this was the unspoken addendum 
to my prayer. i somehow thought 
– maybe subconsciously – that 
the good Lord was keeping an 
account of favours given and sins 
forgiven. as though our Lord 
would say, “it was just last week 
i gave you this big concession 
and now here you are again,” 
muttering half to himself, like an 
angry stepmother.

“as bad as you are, you know 
how to give good things to your 
children. how much more, then, 
will your father in heaven give 
good things to those who ask 
him”(Matt.7:11)!

he likes to hear us ask for things 
and he loves to give us our desires. 
Why, then, does he not answer 
all our prayers? it is because in 
withholding something he has 
our best in mind. he always has 
something better in store for us. 
our problem is to hold on and 
believe. however, if he gives us 
something we ask for, we should 
not for a moment think that he 
gives grudgingly or debits it 
against some miserly account he 
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has hidden somewhere. We only 
have to look at nature to see that 
he is an extravagant giver. only 
thing is that he sometimes asks 
us to wait for the correct time.

the other thing that is not 
quite right with this prayer is 
that it is a kind of resolution in 
disguise. We are in fact saying, 
“i will never do this again.” the 
statement conceals a tiny bit of 
pride and self-reliance. that is 
why our Lord does not want our 
resolutions.

apart from Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, a few more things 
are written in all four gospels. 
Peter’s promise to the Lord given 

at the head of this article is one 
among these.

a resolution may not be a sin, 
but it does not help. Studies have 
shown that making resolutions 
may actually go against a person 
who wants to do or avoid doing 
something.

“Just say a simple, ‘yes, i 
will,’ or ‘no, i won’t.’ anything 
beyond this is from the evil one” 
(Matt.5:37gn).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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CYRIL GEORGESON

WORD AND 
THE WORLD

KNOCK! KNOCK! 2017!

and i said to the man who 
stood at the gate of the 
year: ‘give me a light 

that i may tread safely into the 
unknown.’ and he replied: ‘go 
out into the darkness and put 
your hand into the hand of god. 
that shall be to you better than 
light and safer than a known way.’ 
So I went forth, and finding the 
hand of god, trod gladly into the 
night. and he led me towards 
the hills and the breaking of day 
in the lone east.” (Minnie Louise 
haskins).

the calendar has turned a leaf 
to the year 2017. Many of us may 
be experiencing déjà vu amidst 
the annual exercise of suspense 
and anticipation of what the year 
could hold, before we soon settle 
down to our routines. Surely, on 
the personal front there could be 
reasons for joy and excitement 
or regret and grief; or maybe 
both. Well, who even guessed at 
the beginning of 2016 that the 
year would have these many 
twists and turns in world events?  
yes, we knew that the olympics 
would be in 2016 as well as the 
uS elections. But, did we even 

W
OR

D AND THE WORLD

remotely guess that Britain  
would vote to exit the european 
union, or that the uS elections 
would divide the evangelicals in 
that country along racial lines?

then also, who in india thought 
that we would be going from bank  
to atM,  atM to bank looking for 
someplace where we could get 
some hard cash? Who knew that 
an announcement on november 
8 about demonetisation would 
be so cataclysmic to every indian 
in the country? in a fraction of 
time we were hit with the shock 
that the promissory note of the 
governor of the reserve Bank of 
india on currency notes would 
not be honoured. the currency 
we thought could be trusted 
was reduced to just another 
piece of paper, unless replaced 
or deposited. and then there is 
the added suspense of the Prime 
Minister of this nation telling us 
to give him 50 days till the end 
of 2016? What is the surprise 
announcement that many are 
expecting him to make at the turn 
of the year, if any?

in J. r. r. tolkien’s must-read 
trilogy The Lord of the Rings, 
frodo the hobbit has been given 
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a very challenging task which 
causes him to be despondent. “i 
wish it need not have happened 
in my time,” said frodo. “So do i,” 
replies gandalf, his companion 
and counsellor, “and so do all who 
live to see such times. But that 
is not for them to decide. all we 
have to decide is what to do with 
the time that is given us.”

So, what is our confidence as we 
step into 2017? yes, we will have 
technological innovations and 
maybe some economic shocks 
and political realignments. the 
trend of increasing nationalistic 
fervour may trigger insecurity 
among minorities and immigrants 
in most nations. awareness of 
these would, rather than give us 
confidence, make us more edgy. 
in the midst of all this, we have 
promises and purposes that will 
anchor our souls, even in the 
midst of possibly unprecedented 
change.

Praying

1 Chronicles 12:32 tells us about 
men of the tribe of issachar who 
understood the times and knew 
what israel should do. We need 
to be like those from issachar – 
understand the times and know 
what to do. another calendar year 
has dawned, and with it another 
set of opportunities to proclaim 
and to live for Jesus. So, as we 
watch history unfold around us, 
let us, in wisdom, continue to 

uphold our national and state 
leaders in prayer.

Whether we agree with our 
leaders and their policies or 
not, Scripture encourages us to 
pray for our leaders and those in 
authority that we may live peaceful 
and quiet lives. the letters of Paul 
and Peter were written in times 
when the governments were 
hostile to the gospel, yet they 
unhesitatingly asked believers 
to submit to authorities and for 
prayer to be made for leaders. We 
should combine spiritual wisdom 
and allow the Spirit to lead us in 
appropriate prayer.

The Anchor Holds

What is the security of 
individuals, families and even 
nations at a time of intense 
change? Can it just be wishful 
thinking that ‘things can only 
get better’? a man was wistfully 
told to ‘cheer up, things could get 
worse’. he cheered up and sure 
enough things did get worse. 
and that has often happened to 
nations and even families and 
individuals. the ‘power of positive 
thinking’ does not change ground 
reality. We can surely continue 
to be optimistic, but that is just 
our response to reality, which 
nevertheless does not change the 
situation.

So, the source of security that 
can keep us at peace and joyful 
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has to be that which is stable 
and steady. the triune god of the 
Bible is often called the rock of 
refuge and a Stronghold in times 
of trouble. the new testament 
promises us that Jesus Christ is 
the same yesterday, today and 
forever. and he loves us so much 
that that he, the good Shepherd, 
laid down his life for us, his 
beloved sheep. the love that took 
Christ to the cross for our sakes is 
the love that will hold us through 
whatever the uncertainties of life 
may hold. the lyrics of the song 
‘the anchor holds’ by ray Boltz 
echo that confidence.

“i have journeyed 
through the long dark 
night, out on the open 
sea,  by faith alone. 
Sight unknown; and 
yet his eyes were 
watching me.

“the anchor holds, though 
the ships been battered. the 
anchor holds, though the sails 
are torn. i have fallen on my 
knees as i face the raging seas. 
the anchor holds in spite of the 
storm.

“i’ve had visions, i’ve had   
dreams; i’ve even held them in 
my hand. But i never knew they 
would slip right through, like they 
were only grains of sand.

“i have been young but i’m 
older now. and there has been 
beauty these eyes have seen. 

But it was in the night, 
through the storms of my life, 
oh, that’s where god proved his 
love for me.”

So, don’t go by the memories 
of the storms that you have gone 
through or blind optimism. you 
can securely tread through 2017 
by putting your hands in the hand 
of the Man from galilee.

Maranatha! Come, Lord Jesus

in a parable Jesus talks of seed 
– the word of god – which is sown 
in different kinds of soil. The 
second and third kinds seem to be 

a visible reality in the 
contemporary church. 
in the second kind of 
soil, the seed is not able 
to take root though it 
shows promise in the 
beginning. the third 
kind of soil has thorns 
which choke the life 

out of the seed that is sown. Jesus 
goes on to explain that the thorns 
are the worries of this world 
and deceitfulness of wealth that 
choke the word, and it becomes 
unfruitful. 

today, many disciples have lost 
the ability to see much beyond 
their immediate situation in 
time and circumstances. the 
promise and hope of the coming 
of the Lord seem to have lost 
its lustre in the blinding glitter 
of materialism. though this 
leads to a disproportionate 

The love that took 
Christ to the cross 
for our sakes is the 

love that will hold us 
through whatever the 
uncertainties of life 

may hold.
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Cyril Georgeson  
serves with InterServe 

and resides in Mumbai.

focus on career and comforts, 
it oftentimes takes the shape 
of casting our aspirations on 
our children. the thorns are 
continually choking our longing 
for eternity and the coming of 
our Lord. Let our ultimate prayer 
and deepest longing through the 
year be, “Maranatha! Come, Lord 

Jesus.” our Lord will reign in 
righteousness and truth! 

DEBATE QUESTION
WHY ARE DIVORCE RATES GOING UP AMONG CHRISTIANS?

Send your brief, reasoned opinion based on the Bible, to our postal or e-mail address.  
Whoever you are and whatever your view may be, we want to hear from you. So, write in! 
(If the material is too long, we will be constrained to shorten it.)

if you have a question that you would like debated in this column, please write or e-mail us. 
thank you.

Light of Life 
21, yMCa road, P.o.Box 4576, Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400 008 

E-mail: lightoflife1@rediffmail.com or lightoflife2777@gmail.com

(We had to cancel the last two debates since the responses were not in line with the intents of the debates.)
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Clues Across
1.  “Some ………….. brought Jehoshaphat gifts 

and silver as tributes.” (2Chronicles ch.     
v.    )

7. “this is the sign the Lord has declared: 
the altar will be …….. apart and 
the ashes on it will be poured out.”  
(1Kings ch.    v.   )

8. “he came to a broom tree, sat down under 
it and prayed that he might …” (1Kings ch.      
v.    )

9. “they took an oath to the Lord with loud 
acclamation, with shouting and with 
trumpets and ………….”  (2Chronicles  
ch.     v.      )

10. “i lifted you … from the dust and made 
you leader of my people israel” (1Kings 
ch.     v.    )

11. “then take him (naboth) out and ……… 
him to death.” (1 Kings ch.       v.       )

12. “King …….also deposed his grandmother 
Maacah from her position as queen 
mother.”  (2 Chronicles ch.    v.     )

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9
10

11 12

13 14 15

16

Answers received after 5th February 2017 will not be considered.

Send in your answers with Bible references by e-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, 
to reach Light of Life, Post Box 4576, 21-yMCa road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400008, 
not later than February 5, 2017. Please indicate your name, address and Light of Life 
Subscription number while sending the answers.

1 Kings chapters 12 to 22  and 2 Chronicles chapters 10 to 20 
New International Version (IBS) or Zondervan

Crossword 34

13. “at the same time asa brutally ……. some 
of the people.” (2 Chronicles ch.     v.     )

16. “ahaziah son of ahab became king of 
israel in Samaria in the ………… year of 
Jehoshaphat king of Judah,” (1 Kings ch.     
v.      )

Clues Down
1. “But the man of god answered the king 

‘even if you were to give me half of your 
…………….., i would not go with you nor 
would i eat bread or drink water here.’” 
(1 Kings ch.     v.       )

2. “Some time later the son of the woman 
who owned the house became …”  
(1 Kings  ch.     v.    )

3. King Jeroboam asked the man of god 
to ………….. with the Lord god so that 
his hand may be restored. (1 Kings  
ch.      v.         )

4. “When Shishak king of egypt attacked 
Jerusalem, he carried off the …….. of the 
temple of the Lord and the  …………of the 
royal palace.”(2 Chronicles ch.     v.      )
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One error:

Keren S. Peters, Vadgaon, Pune, Mah. (Clues Down-14 ahio 6:3)

Krishnabai Charles, tiruchirapalli, tn. (Clues across-16 hanun 10:2)

elizabeth J. Varghese, Mumbai, Mah. (Clues Down-7 see 14:24)

Suresh K. Silas, yadgiri, Kar. (Clues across-16 hanum 10:2)

5. “Baasha killed ……. in the third year of 
asa king of Judah and succeeded him as 
king.”  (1 Kings ch.     v.      )

6. one of the Levites chosen by king 
Jehoshaphat to teach the book of Law 
to the people in the towns of Judah.  
(2 Chronicles ch.     v.      &     v.      )

12. “elijah was afraid ….. he ran for his life.”  
(1 Kings ch.       v.       )

14. “he said to the king, ‘this is what the 
Lord says, “you have ….. free a man i had 
determined should die”.’ .” (1 Kings ch.       
v.        )

15. “he (King Baasha) did evil in the ……. of 
the Lord, walking in the ways of Jeroboam 
and in his sin, which he had caused israel 
to commit.” (word used in singular)  
(1 Kings ch.      v.     )     

Daniel S. Sorna, Mumbai, Mah.
M. edwin, Coimbatore, tn.
Jalaja Sulochana, hyderabad, telan.
Christy inbaraj, Chennai, tn.
D. alexander, Mumbai, Mahd
thelma roberts, hyderabad, telan.
Mary Mathew, trivandrum, Ker.
John S. andrews, Sangli, Mah.
Celina S. Joshi, gandhinagar, guj.
elcy Johnas, thane, Mah.
Vijay Swami, nagpur, Mah.
Biswa r. Mohanty, Jamshedpur, Jharkh.
a.Sunderraj, ambernath (e), Mah.
Monica Divakar, Solapur, Mah.
Damara Samadanam, hyderabad, telan.
Chandra K. Mohan, nagercoil, tn.
Jayakumar u., Secunderabad, telan.
rani Prasanna, Bengaluru, Kar.
a.t. Lethil, new Delhi.

answers to Crossword no. 32 (2 Samuel)
Clues across: Clues down:

1. tahkemonite (23:8) 1. tambourines (6:5)
6. mountains (1:21) 2. household (15:16)
8. ear (7:22) 3. enter (5:8)
9. enemy (4:8) 4. olives (15:30)
10. us (18:3) 5. everything (3:19)
11. roof (11:2) 7. see (14:24)
12. gath (21:20 &21) 13. amnon (3:2)
16. hanun (10:2) 14. ahio (6:3)
17. supporting (5:9) 15. what (13:13)  

All correct:

John a. Lal, allahabad, uP.
Daiwy t. Michael, Coimbatore, tn.
archibald J. Smith, Cuttack, odi.
Vathsala J. Kotian, Mumbai, Mah.
Dolly S. roy, Vadodara, guj.
g. Susan abraham, hyderabad, telan.
rita i. hukkeri, Mangalore, Kar.
i.Devanayagam, tirunelveli, tn.
Lesley J. Birnur, hubli, Kar.
ivor Valentine, Mumbai, Mah.
Margaret John, Mira rd. (e), Mah.
greta amanna, nallasopara, Mah.
regina L. Victor, Ponda, goa.
Daisy frank, fatehgunj, guj.
a.thomas, Mumbai, Mah.
Licy oommachan, Bhopal, MP.
Marilyn oriel, nagpur, Mah.
Portia Syiemiong, Shillong, Megh.
Jasmine Christopher, Pune, Mah.
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Fake News Is Big Business

(Deccan Chronicle): on the 
second floor of a noisy sports 
centre in the Macedonian town of 
Veles, a teenage purveyor of fake 
news cracked open his laptop and 
laid out his case for why lying is 
more lucrative than the truth. 
“the fake news is the good news,” 
the 18-year-old said, pointing to 
a graph showing his audience 
figures, which reached into the 
hundreds of thousands, a bling 
watch clasped firmly around his 
wrist. “a fake news article is way 
more opened than any other.”

as uS President Barack obama, 
facebook founder Mark Zucker-
berg, journalists and academics 
argue over the impact of social me-
dia-driven propaganda on the lat-
est american election, this sleepy 
former manufacturing town in 
Macedonia has found itself increas-
ingly drawn into the debate.

he walked a journalist through 
the ins-and-outs of his fake news 
operation on condition that 
neither he nor his stable of bogus 
news sites would be identified, 
because otherwise that would 
hurt his business. he showed how 
he ripped much of his material off 
other news sites. He then flipped 
over to google analytics, an 

audience-tracking tool, to show 
that he’d managed to gather 
more than 685,000 page views a 
week. the teen said his monthly 
revenue was in the four figures.

using the web intelligence ser-
vice Domain tools, the journalist 
confirmed that the teen is behind 
more than a dozen different web-
sites, including knockoffs of well-
known uS media outlets. typical 
headlines include “Wow! Queen 
elizabeth invited trump — this 
is a game Changer” or “BreaK-
ing: What george Soros Just Did 
Will Leave you SiCK!” Both pieces 
carried untrue or questionable 
assertions.

Power To Forgive

(TOI): Pope francis extended 
indefinitely to all Roman Catholic 
priests the power to forgive abor-
tion, a right previously reserved 
for bishops or special confessors. 
francis, who has made a more in-
clusive and forgiving roman Cath-
olic Church a characteristic of his 
papacy, made the announcement 
in an ‘apostolic letter’. he said 
that he wanted to “reinstate as 
firmly as I can that abortion is a 
grave sin, since it puts an end to 
an innocent life,” but “there is no 
sin that god’s mercy cannot reach 
and wipe away when it finds a re-
pentant heart seeking to be rec-
onciled with (god).”

francis had already temporari-
ly granted the power to all priests 

News
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to give what is known as ‘sacra-
mental absolution’ for abortion 
during the holy year. “i hence-
forth grant to all priests, in virtue 
of their ministry, the faculty to 
absolve those who have commit-
ted the sin of procured abortion. 
the provision i had made in this 
regard, limited to the duration of 
the extraordinary holy year, is 
hereby extended...” he said.

in roman Catholic teaching, 
abortion is such a serious sin 
that those who procure or 
perform it bring  automatic 
excommunication on themselves 
as they are knowingly committing 
a sin the church considers grave.

Death Penalty For Pakistani 
Cleric

(Mumbai Mirror): a cleric was 
among five persons who were 
handed down death penalty by 
an anti-terrorism court in Paki-
stan for burning alive a Christian 
couple after accusing them of 
committing blasphemy in 2014. 
Lahore anti-terrorism court Judge 
Chaudhry Muhammad azam de-
livered the verdict after the pros-
ecution presented all witnesses. 
eight other suspects were sen-
tenced to two years in prison.

according to the charge-sheet, 
the suspects gathered a mob by 
making announcements from 
mosques that a young Christian 
couple – Shahzad and Shama 
– committed blasphemy in Kot 

radha Kishan area of Kasur 
district, some 50 km from Lahore, 
in november 2014. around 600 
Muslims led by the respective 
local clerics reached the brick 
kiln where the couple worked as 
labourers and dragged them out 
of the room after breaking into 
it. They first tortured them and 
then threw them in the furnace 
in the kiln. no one from the 
crowd listened to the couple who 
were pleading that they were 
innocent.

RSS Agenda

(TOI): Calling the rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (rSS) a 
unique organisation, its chief Mo-
han Bhagwat claimed that the saf-
fron fountainhead has survived 
various challenges due to its deep 
rooted beliefs in old traditions 
and with its sole agenda of shap-
ing ‘good human beings’.

“People often ask about Sangh 
agenda. We keep explaining that 
the Sangh has no agenda. rather, 
we intend to groom good hu-
man beings with high moral val-
ues. That makes it different and 
unique in the world,” said the 
rSS chief at the unveiling of a col-
lector’s edition of rSS-inspired 
weeklies Organiser and Panchjan-
ya commemorating 90 years of 
the founding of the organisation. 
He clarified that the RSS agenda 
is not against any religion.
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Sahastradhara Road, Kulhan P.O. Dehradun, Uttarakhand-248001 
 

NTC is located in the Doon Valley under the foothills of Mussoorie. 
                                                          We are Evangelical, Charismatic and Inter-denominational in nature. 
                                                                                                                        NTC works to serve the whole Body of Christ. 
 
COLLEGE MOTTO:  “Teaching everyone in all Wisdom” 

 

COURSES OFFERED AT NTC 
Courses Offered Under the Senate 
of Serampore College (University) 

Duration Qualification 

B.D.  5 years +2 
B.D.  4 years Degree 
B.D (Upgrading) 2/3 years B.Th(Serampore)  
B.Miss 3 years +2 
Diploma in Worship & Music 1 year +2 
M.Th in Theology and New Testament through Nav Jyoti Post-Graduate and Research Center (NJPGRC) 
 
Courses offered Under ATA Duration Qualification 
B.Th 4 years +2 
B.Th & B.A(Sociology) 4 years +2 
M.Div 3 years Degree 
M.Div 2/3 years   B.Th(ATA) 
M.Th (OT, NT, Theology, Mission) 2 years B.D or M.Div  
 
College Certificate and Diploma 
Courses 

Duration Qualification 

Certificate in Theology (Hindi)  1 year Working Knowledge in Hindi 
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Application form fees Rs 400/- DD in favor of New Theological College 
Interested??? Then contact; The Principal/Dean of Academic Affairs 
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NTC is located in the Doon Valley under the foothills of Mussoorie. 
We are Evangelical, Charismatic and Inter-denominational in nature. 
 NTC works to serve the whole Body of Christ. 
 
COLLEGE MOTTO:  “Teaching everyone in all Wisdom” 

 

COURSES OFFERED AT NTC 
Courses Offered Under the Senate 
of Serampore College (University) 

Duration Qualification 

B.D. 5 years +2
B.D.  4 years Degree 
B.D (Upgrading) 2/3 years B.Th(Serampore)  
B.Miss 3 years +2 
Diploma in Worship & Music 1 year +2
M.Th in Theology and New Testament through Nav Jyoti Post-Graduate and Research Center (NJPGRC) 

Courses offered Under ATA Duration Qualification 
B.Th 4 years +2
B.Th & B.A(Sociology) 4 years +2
M.Div 3 years Degree
M.Div 2/3 years   B.Th(ATA)
M.Th (OT, NT, Theology, Mission) 2 years B.D or M.Div  

College Certificate and Diploma 
Courses 

Duration Qualification 

Certificate in Theology (Hindi) 1 year Working Knowledge in Hindi

Entrance Exam Date: 20thMay 2017 
Last Date of Application Forms: 31stMarch 2017

Application form fees Rs 400/- DD in favor of New Theological College 
Interested??? Then contact  The Principal/Dean of Academic Affairs 

For application form see: www.ntcdoon.org 
Contact us at 0135-2607260, 9411170209 and 8958430453 (Only in office hours 9-5 P.M, Monday- Friday) 
E-Mail: principalntc@gmail.com; admissionsntc@gmail.com;  

 New Theological College
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Please

	Send us the advertisement matter through e-mail, latest by the 
4th day of the month preceding the one in which you require the 
advertisement to be published.

	release the payment along with the advertisement or within seven 
days of submission of our invoice. While releasing the payment 
through bank, intimate us by e-mail the details of the payment, with 
your name and address.

	Send us the advertisement matter in pdf/jpg as well as Word file, 
to facilitate corrections wherever required and to improve its 
presentation.

thank you.

Light of Life
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