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Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 
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Good and Helpful

the articles in the November 
2018 issue of the Light of Life 
are so good and helpful. our 
former editor’s article, “Why 
this delay?” is very helpful, 
especially about the second 
coming. all the descriptions are 
very understandable. though we 
know about the second coming, 
the way it is given and explained 
is very useful. thank you.

Peter Pothen’s testimony was 
wonderful and helpful. Samson 
gandhi has given good advice 
about how to use our money. the 
more i read, i couldn’t keep the 
magazine down, as all articles 
are so encouraging and helpful. 
it also happened to arrive on the 
first itself.

Elizabeth Arthur, Vellore, 
Tamil Nadu.

Excellent Matter

in the article, “through the 
eyes of Love” by oby Cherian 
(January 2019), was an excellent 
matter, bringing out the fact of 
the unlimited love of god. the 
reality of the genuine love of Jesus 
for the rich man, who wanted 
to follow Jesus, even though 
Jesus knew that he would not 
become his disciple, shows the 
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marvellous and boundless love of 
god towards humanity.

i want to convey my appreciation 
to the author for sharing his 
thoughts regularly and also 

Light of Life for publishing such 
interesting short notes.

M. G. Mathews, Mumbai, 
Maharashtra.
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Editorial

REDEFINING SIN?

New Age is a term applied 
to a range of spiritual 
or religious beliefs 

and practices that developed 
in Western nations during the 
1970s. Due to its nature of 
amalgamating varied thoughts 
and concepts together, everyone 
will not agree clearly on what 
it stands for. as an alternative 
to Western thinking influenced 
by Christian teaching, New age 
assimilates ideas from Eastern 
religions and philosophies. “there 
is no organisation one must join, 
no creed one must confess. Some 
subscribe to certain portions of 
New age, some to others; some 
dissociate themselves from the 
movement altogether, though 
they embrace core aspects of its 
thinking” (russel Chandler). one 
of the core concepts of the New 
age is to obliterate the idea of 
‘sin’. New age thinker and clinical 
psychologist Kenneth Wapnick 
says, “you make sin real and then 
you have to atone for it. the whole 

idea … is that sin is an illusion. the 
bible speaks of a sinful humanity 
that is separated from god and 
in need of reconciliation through 
the atoning work of Jesus Christ 
… (New age) would dismiss such 
teaching by saying that its source 
is not god, but the guilt-ridden, 
separatist ego.” in simple words, the 
way to deal with sin is to disown it; 
don’t think about it or worry about 
it; just ignore it or reject it, it is just 
an imaginary concept!

Many New agers are able 
to ignore sin because in their 
worldview there is no god to 
whom they are accountable; 
god, if he exists at all, is only an 
impersonal force. another major 
aspect of New age thinking is to 
assume that man is inherently 
good with full potential in himself 
to rise to great heights and that 
it is things such as religion and 
traditions that limit him.

other New agers describe sin as 
being relative and no one having 
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Editorial
any right to define it in absolute 
terms. they say that what one 
man considers as sin comes from 
his own understanding based on 
his upbringing, and that he cannot 
impose his ideas on another man 
who has the right to have his own 
understanding of what sin is. this 
tries to take away the foundation 
from the Christian concept that 
sin is what is defined by the 
Creator himself.

New age thinking has gained 
much place in human life, and 
we come across it in all kinds 
of places and situations. unfor-
tunately, it has also crept into 
Christian circles, and the attrac-
tion of being seen as ‘progres-
sive’, ‘in touch with the times’, 
and ‘culturally relevant’ has de-
ceived many people to a lesser 
or greater degree. the ‘gospel’ is 
becoming more about our com-
fort and convenience than about 
salvation from sin.

but for those Christians who 
have come to have a personal 
relationship with god, sin is the 
most crucial component of life 
we have to deal with. We know 
that god sent his Son Jesus to 
make atonement for our sins so 
that the demands of his justice 
could be met, our guilt could be 
taken away, and he could accept 
us. this is simple enough, but a 
problem comes up when people 
try to define sin.

Consider Christians who come 
under these broad groups: 1) 
those who have come to Christ 
to escape hell or to get benefits 
on earth such as healing or relief 
from problems, 2) those who do 
not generally want to sin, but 
whose real aim is to live a good life 
on earth, and 3) those whose aim 
is to stop sinning in all its forms 
and to become like Jesus in his 
character. the way these groups 
look at sin will be different.

first consider those who have 
‘come to Christ’ not because 
they realised they were sinners 
and recognised they needed a 
Saviour, but because they wanted 
certain benefits from God. They 
didn’t want to go to hell, and 
so they were willing to pay 
whatever insurance premium 
they needed to pay in order to 
ensure their place in heaven. this 
premium could vary between 
merely ‘asking Jesus to come into 
their hearts’ and getting baptised 
and going to church regularly. 
Some others in the group came 
to Christ because they heard he 
could heal their sickness or solve 
their problems. they received 
some miraculous answer to their 
prayer, and so they have come to 
believe Jesus is the answer. they 
too come to church in order to 
keep up their connection to him. 
the people in this group are not 
concerned in their mind about 
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sin and they do not waste much 
time thinking or praying about 
it. their prayers are about their 
earthly situations and their need 
for intervention from god. they 
do not consider themselves to be 
sinners, and after having ‘come 
into the church’ they feel that the 
gospel is for all the other people. 
their examples of what they 
consider to be sin will be typically 
murder, adultery, rape, human 
trafficking, etc., which have no 
real connection with their own 
lives.

the second group of people have 
had a genuine experience with 
god where they saw themselves 
as sinners and accepted Jesus 
as their Saviour. but they see 
salvation only as forgiveness of 
sins which is available to them 
whenever they confess their 
sins. but the holy Spirit who 
has given them the new birth 
and who resides in their spirit, 
gives them a conviction in their 
heart whenever they tend to turn 
from the true path to the right 
or left (isa.30:21). Some people 
in this group respond to this 
prompting from the Spirit and go 
on to walking closer to god (in 
fact, they move on to the third 
group). but many remain stuck 
with a superficial understanding 
of sin. these are the Christians 
who say that keeping the ten 
Commandments is all that they 
need to do in terms of practical 

life. even though god has done a 
spiritual work in their lives, their 
mind is still set only on the things 
of this life – what they might eat 
and drink, how they can become 
richer or greater, what more fun 
they can have, etc. in this group are 
also people who have backslidden 
from the third group.

is the third group a place for only 
fanatics or is this the place where 
god wants all Christians to be in? 
People in this group have become 
sensitive about sin and go deeper 
than the ten Commandments as 
Jesus did when he moved from 
what “you have heard that it was 
said” to “but i say to you” in the 
Sermon on the Mount, moving 
from the old Covenant to the 
New Covenant standard of life. 
the examples he gave about 
murder and adultery illustrated 
that it was not sufficient to avoid 
external acts of sin, but also to 
get rid of them in the mind and 
heart. in another place Jesus 
pointed out that the heart was 
the place where sin originated 
(Matt.15:19,20). the holy Spirit 
works in our heart now to make us 
more sensitive to what is going on 
there and to show us the way we 
can overcome at that level itself 
with his strength (rom.8:13).

it is not really a theoretical 
definition of sin we are looking 
for, but to understand in our 
heart when we tend to go to 



11Light of Life february 2019

Jacob Ninan 

the right or left of god’s paths. 
Can we be satisfied with post 
facto forgiveness for our sins 
(which god has graciously made 
available) while we let defilement 
go on in our thoughts, attitudes 
and intentions (heb.4:12)? are 
we taking cover behind the ten 
Commandments which have 
now actually become obsolete 
(heb.8:13) when a greater law 
(the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ – rom.8:2) has taken over? 
Shouldn’t we be confessing that 
the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus is setting us free from 
the law of sin and of death?

Sad to say, on one side, there 
are people who claim that 
they do not have to deal with 
sin anymore because they are 
‘in Christ’. on the other side, 
there are also some others who 
claim they have ‘victory over 
sin’ because they keep the ten 
Commandments or because they 
do not commit anymore some 
of the sinful behaviour patterns 

they used to have before. and 
there are many others between 
these two sides. the apostle Paul 
who used to claim that he was 
blameless according to the Law 
came to realise that he was the 
chief of sinners (1tim.1:15) and 
there was nothing good in his 
flesh (Rom.7:18) when he began 
to allow the holy Spirit to show 
him what was un-Christ-like in 
his heart and mind (vv.7-9). he 
began a lifetime pursuit after 
gaining more of Christ in every 
way (Php.3:4-12).

Let us not play with semantics 
(meanings of words) in order 
to justify ourselves or to find a 
theological cover for our way of 
life, but allow the holy Spirit to 
purify us ‘just as he (Jesus) is 
pure’ (1Jn.2:3).

LIGHT OF LIFE 53 MARCH  2016

Dr. Daniel Sathiaraj 
retired from St John’s 

PG College, Hyderabad, 
where he taught Computer 

Science. He lives in 
Hyderabad.

noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 
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among the books of 
prophecies in the bible, 
the book of isaiah the 

prophet takes the pride of place. 
With 66 chapters, it is not only 
the first, but also the longest 
among the prophecies. bible 
scholars usually split the book 
in two parts, chapters 1 to 39 
and chapters 40 to 66. these 
two parts of isaiah in many ways 
resemble the two parts of the 
bible, the old testament with 39 
books and the New testament 
with 27 books, respectively. even 
theme-wise, the first part deals 
with the law and judgment for 
the sins of mankind, resembling 
the old testament. the second 
part deals with god’s plan for 
the redemption of mankind, 
resembling the New testament. 
The only difference is that, in 
isaiah it is the foretelling of what 
is yet to happen, whereas in the 
New Testament it is the fulfilment 
of what has already been 
prophesied. there is no other 
prophecy in the bible which so 
clearly proclaims the virgin birth 

PRINCE AMONG PROPHETS, 
PROPHET AMONG PRINCES

Isaiah’s prophecy is a Bible within the Bible,  
a jewel among the prophecies.

K. P. LUKE VYDHIAN and the sufferings and the death 
on the cross of Jesus Christ as a 
remedy for the sins of mankind 
(with the possible exception of 
Psalm 22). isaiah foresaw them 
all some 700 years before they 
actually took place. the book of 
isaiah can be truly considered 
as the gist or a summary of the 
bible.

The Person

Let us look briefly at the person 
behind the prophecy. isaiah, 
unlike other prophets, was of 
royal lineage, having been born 
as the grandson of King Joash 
of Judah. the fact that he had 
godly parents is evident from the 
name given to him. the hebrew 
equivalent of isaiah is ‘yesa-
yahu’ meaning ‘god saves’. isaiah 
got a royal upbringing within 
the palace and was educated 
appropriately as a prince. isaiah’s 
initiation as a prophet probably 
took place when he was in his late 
teens or in the early twenties. he 
had a vision of god in heaven as 
described in the sixth chapter of 
his book. he was overawed by the 
holiness of god and realised his 
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own pathetic state as he saw him. 
his response is recorded in verse 
5. “Woe to me! i am ruined! for 
i am a man of unclean lips, and 
i live among a people of unclean 
lips, and my eyes have seen the 
King, the Lord almighty.” he also 
experienced a purification rite 
when one of the seraphs brought 
a live coal from the altar in heaven 
and touched his lips with it. 
although it happened 
in a vision, the effect 
of that cauterising 
touch was felt by him 
throughout his life. 
in the same vision, 
he also heard god 
saying, “Whom shall i 
send? Who will go for 
us?” he immediately 
responded, “here 
am i. Send me!” thus 
was isaiah commissioned for 
the great task of conveying what 
god had to say to the people. and 
those words of god still speak to 
us through isaiah’s book.

as a prince of the royal 
household, isaiah had easy access 
to all those who mattered in the 
kingdom, including the king and 
the nobles. he served during the 
reigns of four kings of Judah, 
viz. Jotham, ahaz, hezekiah 
and Manasseh. he carried out 
his duties as a prophet of god, 
without fear or favour, throughout 
his life, no matter whether it 
pleased those who mattered or 

not. Manasseh was the most evil 
king that ever ruled over Judah. 
Naturally, he hated the prophecies 
of isaiah and, also consequently, 
the man himself. although it 
is not recorded explicitly in 
the bible, from Jewish history 
and traditions we know that 
Manasseh got him killed in the 
cruellest manner imaginable as 
he was forced into the hollow of 

a tree trunk and sawn 
in two. the reference 
to some heroes of 
faith being sawn 
in two in hebrews 
11:37 is reckoned 
as a reference to the 
martyrdom of isaiah 
even though he is not 
mentioned by name.

The Prophecy

Now let us try to understand 
a little bit of the contents of 
isaiah’s prophecy. the book is 
actually a collection of prophecies 
not necessarily arranged 
chronologically. the book, for 
example, starts with an agonising 
cry from the almighty himself. 
In the second verse of the first 
chapter, god says, “i reared 
children and brought them up, 
but they have rebelled against 
Me!” What can be more agonising 
to a parent who has brought up 
children so lovingly than to see 
them rebelling against him? here 
the concept is that of a loving 

God says, “I reared 
children and brought 

them up, but they have 
rebelled against Me!” 

What can be more 
agonising to a parent 
who has brought up 
children so lovingly 

than to see them 
rebelling against him?
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parent more in the pattern of the 
New testament as the Lord Jesus 
presented his father than in the 
mould of an awesome majestic 
deity, as god is revealed in most 
other parts of the old testament. 
the vision and the call of isaiah 
appear only in the sixth chapter. 
but the agony experienced by the 
divine Parent appears in the first 
chapter itself.

King uzziah was for the most 
part a good king and the kingdom 
prospered during his reign. People 
were prosperous and happy; but 
they did not care for the Law of 
Moses which god wanted them 
to practise. they indulged in 
their own desires and 
forgot all about the 
way god wanted them 
to live. it was the job 
given to isaiah the 
prophet to instruct the 
people of their failures 
and, if possible, bring 
them back to the right path. in 
good times, when everything 
works in their favour, people do 
not normally seek god. if at all 
they seek god, it is under adverse 
circumstances. that was the case 
of the people of Judah in the time 
of isaiah too. in spite of severe 
warnings through the prophet, the 
people refused to listen to or obey 
god. apart from their ungodly 
lifestyle and their practice of 
oppressing the poor and needy, 
they also worshipped foreign 

gods and tolerated idol worship. 
the prophet strongly denounced 
these practices and pronounced 
god’s anger and judgment on 
the people. but they refused to 
listen. even what happened to 
their brethren in israel when the 
assyrian empire ransacked them 
and took them away into exile in 
the eighth century bC, never to 
return to their homeland, did not 
deter them. In fact, the efforts of 
isaiah were doomed to failure. 
his words, as was expected, fell 
on deaf ears.

as has been indicated earlier, 
the prophecy of Isaiah, in its first 
part, deals with the judgment of 

god on his people for 
their disobedience. 
his primary concern 
was Judah and he deals 
with Judah in chapters 
1 to12 and 24 to 35. 
but he pronounces 
the judgment of 

god on other nations as well, 
particularly in chapters 13 to 23. 
the purpose of the prophecy was 
that the people should repent of 
their sins and turn towards god. 
That purpose did not get fulfilled 
because the people continued in 
their evil ways and refused to be 
corrected. finally, the judgment of 
god did take place as prophesied 
by isaiah. in 587 bC, Judah was 
taken into exile into babylon 
by King Nebuchadnezzar. but 
there was a difference to what 

The purpose of the 
prophecy was that the 
people should repent 
of their sins and turn 

towards God. 
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happened to Judah compared to 
what happened to israel earlier. 
in their case, the exile was for a 
limited period of 70 years. the 
remnant did return in batches 
and rebuilt the temple. the walls 
of Jerusalem were also restored. 
one good thing that happened 
due to this punishment by god 
was that those who returned 
from exile never again turned to 
idol worship thereafter.

Although the first part of Isaiah 
deals mainly with the judgment 
of god, it also includes within 
itself good news of wonderful 
things to come. for example, 
chapter 9 verses 1 to 7 speak of 
the birth of a new King. “for to 
us a Child is born, to us a Son is 
given, the government will be 
on his shoulders. and he will 
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 
Mighty god, everlasting father, 
Prince of Peace. of the increase 
of his government and peace 
there will be no end.” this was 
good news indeed, because it 
was also a declaration of liberty. 
“you have shattered the yoke that 
burdens them, the bar across 
their shoulders, and the rod of 
their oppressor” (v.4). isaiah is 
embellished with one particular 
description of god throughout. 
isaiah refers to god as ‘the holy 
one of israel’ repeated almost 50 

times in the book. the holiness of 
God in his first vision is so much 
imprinted on his mind that it 
comes foremost whenever he has 
to mention god.

The Redeemer

once we come to the second 
part, starting from chapter 40, 
the tone is changed. it is no more 
judgment that the prophet is 
primarily conveying, but comfort 
for the people. he extols the 
supremacy of god almighty in all 
its splendour in chapters 40 to 48. 
he is the redeemer of his people. 
he is the Saviour of the nations. 
the concern of the Creator of the 
entire universe cannot be confined 
to just one group of people. it is 
all encompassing. the almighty 
is also the god of history. isaiah 
presents god in all his glory. 
Chapter 40 ends with one of the 
most memorable verses in the 
bible. “but those who wait on the 
Lord shall renew their strength; 
they shall mount up with wings 
as eagles, they shall run and not 
be weary, they shall walk and not 
faint” (NKJV).

in chapters 49 to 53, the prophet 
describes the suffering Servant of 
god who is to come. this section 
of isaiah is most striking to every 
Christian because this section 
refers to our Lord and Saviour 
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Jesus Christ. While reading 
about this any Jewish scholar 
may be left wondering who this 
servant is. but not so a Christian, 
particularly when we come to 
the 53rd chapter where we come 
across the descriptions such as, 
‘pierced for our transgressions’, 
‘crushed for our iniquities’, ‘by 
his stripes we are healed’, etc. a 
Christian sees the cross of Calvary 
in these expressions.

The Future

the last part of isaiah (chapters 
54 to 66) is a stirring crescendo 
where the prophet presents the 
future plan of god, the millennial 
promises waiting to be fulfilled. 
these are words of great hope 
and anticipation. in chapter 61, 
the prophet declares the year of 
the Lord’s favour, the very same 
words that the Lord quotes in 
the commencement of his public 
ministry and is known as the 
Nazareth Manifesto. “the Spirit 
of the Lord is upon Me, because 

he has anointed Me to preach 
the gospel to the poor; he has 
sent Me to heal the broken 
hearted, to proclaim liberty to 
the captives and recovery of 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
those who are oppressed; to 
proclaim the acceptable year of 
the Lord” (NKJV). out of all the 
old testament texts, the most 
quoted ones by the Lord and the 
apostles are those from isaiah’s 
prophecy. isaiah’s book ends with 
the proclamation of ‘new heavens 
and the new earth’ that will finally 
endure.

Composed in most elegant 
language, isaiah’s prophecy is a 
bible within the bible, a jewel 
among the prophecies. those 
who find delight in it are blessed 
indeed!
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isaiah prophesied to the 
southern kingdom of Judah, 
starting from the reign 

of King uzziah till that of King 
Manasseh. he warned the people 
that Jerusalem and Judah would 
be judged by god because of the 
manifold sins of most of their 
kings and prophesied the exile 
of Judah to babylonian captivity 
(isa.39). at the same time, isaiah 
also preached to them the love 
and compassion of god which he 
continued to have for them and 
exhorted them to return to this 
loving god. one such message of 
encouragement is in isaiah 30:21, 
“Whether you turn to the right or 
to the left, your ears will hear a 
voice behind you saying, ‘this is 
the way, walk in it.’”

The Voice Of Love

the voice behind us is no doubt 
the voice of our loving god. he is 
present always with each of us 
and is directing our paths so that 
we will not fall into sin. During 
the Old Testament period, we find 
that the holy Spirit of god would 
come down on specific men of 
god for a temporary period for 
accomplishing a specific mission 
of god, as god may decide, at any 

A VOICE BEHIND YOU
Do not be deaf to ‘God’s voice’.

J. FREDRIC DAWSON point of time in history. We see the 
holy Spirit descending on gideon 
(Judg.6:34) empowering him to 
defeat the Midianites with a very 
small number of soldiers (Judg.7). 
after the task was complete, the 
holy Spirit left him. at the time 
of the appointment of Saul as the 
first king of Israel, we find that the 
Spirit of the Lord came upon him 
with power that he prophesied 
like a prophet (1Sam.10:10).

but in the New testament pe-
riod, the holy Spirit of god comes 
down and lives with his children 
always, as Jesus promised when 
he was on this earth, “i will ask 
the father and he will give you 
another Comforter to be with you 
forever” (Jn.14:16). on the day of 
Pentecost, the holy Spirit of god 
descended upon his disciples, 
about 120 in number, when they 
had assembled in Jerusalem and 
waited for this event to happen 
as told by Jesus. this was also ac-
cording to the prophecy of Joel 
(2:28-32). Since then, during the 
entire period of grace, the holy 
Spirit stays with his children. 
Paul says, “and you also were in-
cluded in Christ when you heard 
the word of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation. having believed, 
you were marked in him with a 
seal, the promised holy Spirit, 
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who is a deposit guaranteeing our 
inheritance until the redemption 
of those who are god’s posses-
sions” (eph.1:13,14). Writing to 
the Corinthians, Paul states, “Do 
you not know that your body is 
the temple of the holy Spirit who 
is in you, whom you have received 
from god?” (1Cor.6:19). thus, the 
holy Spirit of god is 
always with a believer, 
prompting him with 
his voice and direct-
ing him in the path of 
god.

it is the responsibility 
of a believer to be 
always tuned to the voice that is 
behind him and walk according 
to its directions. an important 
practical aspect of this is the 
quiet time a believer spends with 
god every morning. god directs 
his path by speaking through 
his word each day and he should 
respond to god’s directions so 
that he does not lose the way. 
further, as a believer carries out 
his daily chores of duties, the 
holy Spirit is always with him, 
carefully prompting him to the 
right way and showing pitfalls, if 
any. 
The Voice That Guides

the voice behind us also care-
fully guides the thought-process, 
though we have the free will to 
exercise this right. as a practical 
step, Paul exhorts a believer to di-

rect his thought process to what-
ever is true, noble, right, pure, 
lovely and admirable (Php.4:8). 
it is not necessary that such 
thoughts should be only spiritu-
al. it can relate to useful secular 
matters too. as a young believer, 
whenever i used to travel daily by 
train or bus, i used to keep in my 

pocket small bits of 
paper with chemical 
equations, geometri-
cal theorems, etc., 
which i used to memo-
rise during the travel, 
instead of allowing my 
eyes to rover around 
to see the unwanted 

pictures of semi-clad actresses 
on the advertisement boards! i 
am sure that on that fateful day, 
when King David was lazily walk-
ing around on the terrace of his 
palace and glanced at bathsheba 
taking a bath, the voice of god 
behind him must have prompted 
him to say that this was not the 
way; but King David let his imagi-
nation run, lost control of his will 
to resist and failed to comply with 
the voice behind him.

False Voices

unfortunately for a believer, 
there are many ‘voices’ behind 
him trying to control his path. 
the world is controlled by the 
wicked forces of the Devil who is 
roaring around like a lion look-
ing for those he can devour. all 

It is the responsibility 
of a believer to be 
always tuned to 
the voice that is 
behind him and 

walk according to its 
directions. 
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his worldly followers join in the 
band to provide various voices 
contrary to the holy Spirit. as the 
voice of god never contradicts the 
written word of god, a believer 
can identify the same amidst all 
such false voices. this, therefore, 
highlights the need for a believer 
to be saturated with the word of 
god. “i have hidden your word 
in my heart that i might not sin 
against you” (Psa.119:11). the 
best period in your life to memo-
rise the word of god is 
your young days when 
your brain is fresh and 
receptive to retain it. a 
young believer should 
therefore attend regu-
lar bible study groups 
in the church or in the neighbour-
hood, which gives an immense 
opportunity for them to get ac-
quainted with the word of god 
and commit them to their mem-
ory.

in modern times, Satan is 
making use of technology in 
communications to ‘broadcast’ 
many false voices to distract the 
believers. Day-in and day-out, 
many Christian channels show 
what are supposed to be god’s 
messages, which are more often 
spurious and subtly deviate from 
the word of god. Sometimes, they 
look so real and challenging that 
even strong believers are likely 
to be carried away by them. the 
healing service at the end of a 

message, in a large gathering of 
thousands of people, reaches such 
an emotional pitch, everybody 
clapping and singing, that many 
sick people who jostle down the 
aisle to reach the preacher, fall 
flat on the ground when he just 
places his hands on them one by 
one, with many of the supporters 
around carrying them away from 
the scene! Jesus Christ healed 
many sick people during his 
life time, but he never did it in 

such a spectacular 
manner as to attract 
attention to the healer. 
Some preachers utter 
prophecies so subtly 
contrary to the word 
of god that people are 

carried away by all the din and 
high-pitched vocabulary they 
use. one such preacher recently 
said that Jesus Christ was going 
to come again in our lifetime! the 
word of god is very clear that 
no one, not even the Son of god, 
knows when he is going to come 
again. it is really a challenge for a 
true believer to detect and keep 
himself away from all such false 
‘voices’ he hears these days.

Preachers further play on 
the psychology of the people to 
show that they are real healers 
or miracle workers. in such a 
gathering of more than two to 
three thousand people, there 
will be many barren women 
wanting to have children, many 

As the voice of God 
never contradicts the 
written word of God, 
a believer can identify 

the same amidst all 
such false voices. 
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persons with stomach illness, etc. 
When the preacher just shows 
his fingers of his out-stretched 
arm during the altar call in any 
direction, shouting that god is 
healing the barren sister, that 
person is carried away as if the 
finger only points out to her and 
that the prophecy is for her. When, 
after a year, nothing happens, she 
is sadly disappointed. Jesus is our 
model and he had never used 
any of these gimmicks when he 
healed the sick. 

Wilfully disregarding the ‘voice 
of god’ behind him is disastrous 
for a believer. Sometimes this 
takes place slowly and steadily, 
and may continue over a long 

period of time with the result that 
you ultimately become deaf to the 
‘voice’. at the same time, to discern 
many unwanted and false ‘voices’ 
and shut your mind off towards 
the same can be a real challenge 
too. Sometimes, you fall for these 
false voices and go the wrong way. 
A mature believer can definitely 
dwell on the word of god and 
correct himself when such error 
takes place. Do not be deaf to ‘god’s 
voice’ behind you; do not allow false 
‘voices’ to creep into your lives.
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human conduct and 
perspectives change 
with time. this is 

inevitable and appropriate if one 
is to continue to contribute and 
live usefully in this world.

among many other percep-
tions that disturb me is to see a 
few who resist a change. they are 
an eyesore for others and a hin-
drance to their own 
purpose and intent. is 
it due to lack of mo-
tivation, short-sight-
edness, comfort and 
assumed safety of the 
old style, fear of repri-
mand from the society, 
to preserve traditional 
values, etc.? the world would 
have been a better place to live 
if most of us take bold decisions 
to bring about changes wherever 
there is a real need. a new era of 
a better world and freshness of 
Christianity shall ensue.
Change For Good

if change brings about good 
things in our daily lives, then why 
not in the realm of our religious 
activities and conduct, if they 
promote achieving our goals, of 
course, without diluting the bib-

CHANGE
The church must be rejuvenated and vibrant.

lical principles. i listened atten-
tively, as my relative, who after 
a trip to South Korea, narrated 
his experience in that country. “i 
attended one of the big Presby-
terian church congregations and 
felt at home. every member is se-
rious, including the preacher. We 
left the church premises quietly, 
seemingly in a more dignified 
manner.

at the end of the ser-
vice, i was taken to an 
adjacent church ser-
vice conducted by the 
youth. here, no grave 
faces, but everyone 
seemed to be happy, 
and there was joy. the 
conduct of the service 
was lively, lacking any 

traditional tinge. the traditional 
elderly person may observe that 
this place is noisy and unman-
ageable, but what happened? 
During the service many youths 
(religious workers), appointed 
by the congregation, came for-
ward one after another to report 
the impressive progress in their 
evangelical activities. i was taken 
aback that such a youth congre-
gation could achieve so much.”

these youths take bold steps 
different from the traditional way 

HERMON KHONGLAH

The world would have 
been a better place 
to live if most of us 

take bold decisions to 
bring about changes 

wherever there is a real 
need.
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and develop their own methodol-
ogy, but without diluting the ba-
sic doctrine. So, we have enough 
reasons to believe that a gradual 
change from our traditional think-
ing and managing can propel us 
faster toward our goal and lift our 
endeavours to a higher level. it is 
in the best interest of our church-
es to take the message of Christ 
to the world if we start debates 
on the reasons that hinder us. We 
should stick to fundamental doc-
trines, but the procedures we use 
may need change. in a lighter vein, 
i once asked a senior leader of the 
church why 90% of the hymns we 
sang were rather monotonous 
and uninspiring. his reply was, 
“you see, i realise that very much, 
but there is little that we could 
do.” this statement sums it up, 
that there is something that drags 
us from behind, but we have no 
way to rectify the same, mean-
ing the traditional way has to re-
main; so those yawning mouths 
and half closed eyes are to remain 
with us during church services! 
the church can sort out the best 
ideas and procedures from any 
source and incorporate them in 
our system without sacrificing 
our identity. Some churches that 
are not influenced by traditional 
thinking have made great strides 
in achieving their goals.

interestingly, the prince 
of preachers, C. h. Spurgeon 
visited congregations of various 

denominations to extract the 
best from each one of these and 
implement them in his church, 
searching for a change for the 
better.

traditional Jewish worship 
was once abandoned by King 
David by dancing in the street, a 
change that appears to please his 
Jehovah.

our Lord himself pronounced 
many woes on the Pharisees 
and those who conducted the 
business of the Jewish religion for 
maintaining laws and traditions, 
but had no worship in their 
hearts. the statement indirectly 
implies the need for a change.

he taught the Samaritan woman 
that Mount gerizim was not the 
only place to worship. Worship 
has less to do with places, laws 
and procedures, but importantly 
with worshipping in spirit and in 
truth. here again, we can see that 
our Lord explained to the woman 
to change her old concepts and 
beliefs however they might be 
true in the past.

there was a time in the life of 
the apostle Paul when he opted 
for a change in the interest of 
better results. “i am torn between 
the two,” he wrote.” i desire to 
depart and be with Christ, which 
is better by far; but it is more 
necessary for you that i remain in 
the body” (Php.1:23,24).
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Redefine The Agenda

There is a need to redefine our 
agenda, keeping in our mind the 
fact that the primary purpose of 
the church is to be a witness of 
Jesus Christ in the world, and all 
other functions of the church are 
secondary to it. Perhaps some 
activities expected of Christians 
are of higher priority than 
spending huge sums of money 
to beautify our churches and 
make comfortable pews. a great 
preacher of modern times was 
appalled to watch the beautiful 
expensively decorated churches, 
and wonder how much money 
had been spent in this process. is 
it really necessary to do so? but 
he was wise and humble enough 
to say, “My presumption may be 
totally wrong.” it is my personal 
assumption that god lives within 
us and we are his temples and 
not expensive well decorated 
places. a few people may not 
agree with my opinion. if the 
argument is right, then it goes 
without saying that improving 
these human temples should 
be the number one priority and 
the rest shall take care of itself. 
unless Christian communities 
all over the world stand united 
and attempt to develop better 
Christians, then for the few 
that attempt to accomplish the 
same is like attempting to break 
an iceberg with a hammer and 
chisel. 

it is my personal observation 
that there is an urgent need 
for us Christians to prioritise 
our programmes that require 
immediate attention; work to 
accomplish them and when 
necessary opt for a change. but, 
most importantly the church itself 
must be rejuvenated and vibrant. 
having said all these, i feel the 
church cannot revive itself unless 
all of us who are instrumental 
in running it are motivated, and 
have a real conviction and desire 
for the results.

firstly, we have to admit that we 
are far behind the expectations of 
our Master.

Secondly, be willing and 
ready for a change to move 
forward. (there is a need for our 
traditional churches to be vibrant 
and set goals. there is no point in 
planning to move forward unless 
we are committed to implement 
the same.)

Thirdly, redefine our goals 
and targets. the founders of our 
churches had set procedures on 
how to work. they were right 
for the situations and settings of 
their time, but in a fast moving 
world those procedures may not 
work. New ideas to achieve our 
goals are essential.

fourthly, work out a workable 
strategy. (this is the part where 
we may need effective leadership. 
there is no dearth of them in 
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our churches, provided we offer 
opportunities to them.)

fifthly, move forward with faith 
and confidence and there shall be 
no turning back.

our observations tell us that 
churches and Christian endeav-
ours have achieved success be-
yond their expectations because 
they have abandoned their tra-
ditional stand. When the mighty 

hand of god moved along with 
them, other consideration like 
funds, manpower, impossibilities 
disappeared into oblivion and 
thus brought great changes in the 
Christian world.

Hermon Khonglah  
lives in the Mission 
Compound, Jowai, 

Meghalaya.

MATRIMONIAL
Groom Wanted

A Christian woman, 41 years working in a Government College, Ph.D, Assistant Professor, 
looking for an alliance who must be born again, God fearing and educated. Contact us through 
e-mail archnamarina@gmail.com or call on 8821016148, 9770006695, 9340080319. 
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is on the look out for a well qualified person committed to the 
Bible Cause for the post of Marketing Assistant. The applicant 
should be a University graduate preferably in the age group of 
30 - 40 years, with experience involving Marketing/Sales. The 
selected candidate will be responsible for marketing of the Bible/
Scriptures at all strategic places of the State of Uttarpradesh. 
This post is in the pay scale of Rs. Rs. 5220-320-8420-360-
13820-400-17820 with other allowances like 58% of basic as 
DA, HRA of Rs. 5,300/-, Medical Allowance of Rs. 1,200/-, 
Conveyance Allowance of Rs. 1,800/-,CCA - Rs. 1100/-. In 
addition, Children Allowance of Rs. 1,000/- p.m. per child for 
unmarried/unemployed children up to the age of 21 years will 
be paid.     

In deserving cases, age and/or salary will be relaxed.

Applications on plain paper with detailed resume including 
age, education, training, experience, salary now drawing and 
expected,  contact details, Church background etc.,  along 
with copies of certificates/testimonials, two reference letters 
of which one should be from the Church Authority, a health 
certificate from a government certified doctor and a passport 
size photograph should be mailed to the  Auxiliary Secretary, 
Bible Society of India, 14 Thornhill Road, Allahabad 211 001 U. 
P. to  reach him on or before  8th March 2019.  Those who are 
presently employed should produce a No-Objection Certificate 
from the concerned Head of the Organization.

THE BIBLE SOCIETY OF INDIA, 
ALLAHABAD  AUXILIARY
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the institution of marriage 
has undergone a lot of 
changes over the years. 

Many marriages now end in 
divorce. the number of divorces 
seems to have come down in the 
uS lately, because very few people 
are getting married; they are just 
living together.

Various types of marriages are 
being practised nowadays. Many 
people enter into prenuptial con-
tracts before they marry. thinking 
that the marriage may break up 
irretrievably, they decide ahead 
of time about sharing the assets 
before marriage, those acquired 
during marriage, children born 
before the marriage and those 
born in the marriage, etc. then 
there are trial marriages which 
are to see how things work out. 
if it works out well, they draw 
up a contract for a longer period; 
if not, they separate. two-men-
one-woman, or two-women-one-
man, men only, and women only 
marriages too exist. the question 
is whether the institution of mar-
riage, in its traditional sense, is 
still relevant with all the bicker-

MARRIAGE COVENANT - 
PART  1

Answers to basic questions in our marriage

STANLEY NELSON ing, arguments and violence that 
seems to be happening in most of 
the marriages.

What does the bible say? 
“Marriage is honourable in all.”

Some Basic Questions

before we consider what 
marriage is, we need to answer 
certain very basic questions, like, 
“Who am i? Where did i come 
from? Why am i here? and Where 
am i headed?” answers to these 
questions determine the way we 
live our lives, the way we behave 
in our marriages and the way we 
bring up our children. the bible 
has these answers.
1. Who Am I?

We cannot think about or talk 
about marriage, family or children 
without knowing fully well who 
we are. the right perspective on 
who i am should always be there. i 
am god’s workmanship, a pilgrim, 
a soldier, and a witness for Christ.
a. God’s workmanship. We are 
his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works which 
god has prepared beforehand 
that we should walk in them 
(eph.2:10). god took us raw, he 
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worked on us, he is continuing to 
work on us and we are a product 
of his work, for the good works 
he prepared in advance for us to 
do. Just as god had planned what 
Jesus was to do on the earth even 
before he created the world and 
then sent him here at the right 
time, god has planned out even 
before we were born the good 
works each one of us should do on 
this earth. then, at the right time, 
when the world would need each 
one of us, god sent us here with 
a unique mission. because we are 
not clear about this truth, many of 
us are living loose lives, clueless 
as to who we are and why we are 
here. if we know who we are and 
why we are here on earth, we will 
live our lives meaningfully. it is 
for each one to identify the good 
works god has prepared for him/
her and then do them.
b. A soldier for Christ. you 
are a soldier of Christ on duty. 
Paul says: “No soldier entangles 
himself with civilian affairs.” 
his only desire is to please his 
commander carrying out what he 
is asked to do. Soldiers are trained 
and worked upon, to such a level 
that when they are asked to jump, 
they jump without asking ‘why’ or 
‘why not someone else’ his only 
question may be ‘when’ or ‘how 
high’. a soldier is on a mission in 
a foreign country. after the battle, 
he will go to his own country. 
here, he is just passing through. 

the trumpet will soon sound, we 
will all stand before the judgment 
seat of Christ to receive according 
to what we have done while 
on earth, whether good or bad. 
Whatever you do whether it is 
your studies, job or marriage, do 
all as unto the Lord (Col.3:23-24).
you live your life for his pleasure, 
not yours.
c.  A witness for Christ. Paul, while 
on trial, was more witnessing 
than defending himself that King 
agrippa asked him: “are you 
trying to convert me?” everything 
we do or say, whether in the family 
or in the neighbourhood, has to 
be a testimony to Christ. if we are 
suffering unjustly and even when 
our wounds are still hurting, we 
will still remember that we are 
witnesses for Christ. We usually 
think that getting a promotion 
or a miraculous healing will be a 
great testimony for the Lord. but 
a greater testimony will be to be 
able to sing even when our enemy 
pounds us to the ground. that 
is what Paul and Silas did in the 
prison. When the prison doors 
opened, the prisoners and the 
jailers were afraid, and knew that 
they were in the presence of god. 
Paul was suffering; but his focus 
was not on his personal suffering, 
but that he was a witness. to be 
a witness is to be writing and 
sealing our testimony with our 
own blood. the Christians who 
were condemned to die in the 
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arena could sing, knowing fully 
well whom they were going to 
meet soon after their death. even 
in the midst of a bad marriage, 
remember that all that you do 
should not be for your pleasure, 
but for the pleasure of the Master.
d. A pilgrim. We are pilgrims on 
a pilgrimage looking to connect 
with god through everything that 
comes our way. We are not tour-
ists looking for thrills or business-
men looking for opportunities. in 
Psalm 84, the psalmist on his pil-
grimage to the temple in Jerusa-
lem seems to envy the sparrows 
which could make the temple of 
god their residence, while he had 
to go back after the visit. then he 
remembers the greater pilgrim-
age leading to the presence of 
god in Zion. he says: “blessed is 
the man whose strength is in you, 
whose heart is set on pilgrimage. 
as they pass through the valley 
of baca, they make it a spring” 
(v.5). the phrase ‘set on pilgrim-
age’ is like the pilot who sets the 
course of his flight on autopilot. 
the autopilot will course-correct 
itself, when unexpected winds 
or storms arise. ‘blessed’ is to be 
truly happy, not just a momentary 
joy, but long term happiness. an 
occasional wind may happen, but 
since the course of your life is set 
on pilgrimage, it will course-cor-
rect. Such ones go from strength 
to strength till each one appears 
before god in Zion. that is what 

Paul says towards the end of his 
life after all the hardships he 
went through, “though our out-
ward man is perishing, yet the 
inward man is being renewed day 
by day” (2Cor.4:16). are you dis-
appointed in your marriage, or in 
your work? remember, you are 
not a tourist looking for thrills. 
is your heart set on pilgrim-
age? god has a plan for your life, 
which he planned even before 
you were born. you are priceless. 
your worth cannot be measured 
in terms of rupees or dollars. We 
live for his pleasure. We are not 
your own.
2. Where Am I Headed?

With each passing day we are 
headed closer and closer to god, 
till one day we find ourselves 
standing in the presence of 
god leaving everything that we 
considered very important in 
life. “We must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ that 
each one may receive according 
to what each one has done while 
in the body, whether good or 
bad” (2Cor.5:10). None of us 
lives for ourselves. the writer of 
the ecclesiastes says: “rejoice, 
o young man in your youth and 
let your heart cheer you in the 
days of your youth; walk in the 
ways of your heart and in the 
sight of your eyes; but know that 
for all these god will bring you 
into judgment.” We can do what 
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we want with our lives, with our 
marriage, with our money and 
with our time. but all the while 
remember that one day we have 
to give an account of all that we 
did while we are here on earth, 
including whom we married and 
what we did with the marriage.
3. Where do I come from?

When we read about creation 
in genesis, god gives only one 
line about the creation of all 
the stars, the galaxy, the Milky 
Way, and another line about the 
sun and the moon. The field of 
astronomy tries to explain these 
things using hundreds of books. 
Not so about the creation of man. 
We read in genesis 1:26, “then 
god said, Let us make man in our 
image, according to our likeness. 
Let them have dominion over the 
fish of the sea, over the birds of 
the air, and over the cattle over all 
the earth and over every creeping 
thing that creeps on the earth.” 
god had a glorious purpose for 
creating man.

human beings are created by 
God uniquely, very different from 
other creations. he created them 
in his own likeness and image, for 
three reasons: 1. to reflect Him on 
the earth; 2. to rule the earth on 
his behalf; 3. to procreate.

He created two different kinds 
of human beings, who were 
equal, but different, so that 
together they could reflect God 

on the earth. Man and woman are 
distinct individuals, but in essence 
one; just as the father, Son and 
holy Spirit are distinct persons, 
but one in essence. they are 
distinct individuals with different 
functions, but equal in status. 
None is inferior or superior to 
the other. in marriage, there is a 
divine hierarchy with harmony. 
the head of every woman is the 
man, the head of every man is 
Christ and the head of Christ is 
god. in their own unique ways, 
men and women reflect God. It 
is god who instituted marriage 
and he alone has the right to 
decide what is right and what is 
wrong in it. No psychologist or 
jurist has the authority to decide 
that. the decision of a panel 
of very prominent judges that 
same sex marriage or adulterous 
relationships are not illegal only 
means that such people will not 
be prosecuted by the court. it does 
not mean that they are right. god 
says that marriage is honourable 
among all. god will judge the 
adulterers and fornicators. if you 
defile your marriage bed, God 
will surely judge you. there is no 
ambiguity about it in god’s word

(Compiled by Lily Abraham)

Stanley Nelson   
is a popular  

Bible teacher, based in 
Mumbai
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Union Biblical Seminary

ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE POST OF AN “ACCOUNTANT”
Vacancy at: Union Biblical Seminary, Bibvewadi, Pune - 411037 Job Title: ACCOUNTANT
Location: Bibvewadi, above Ramayanagri Housing Society Date of Joining: Immediate
Reporting to: Director (Finance) Selection: All employment decisions are made entirely 
on merit.
Summary: The Seminary represents evangelical Christians from almost all the major Indian ethnic, linguistic and cultural groups 
as well as from other countries. The dynamic principle of ‘unity in diversity’ finds expression in everyday experience based 
on the solid foundation of the person of Jesus Christ, to whom every member of the UBS family is committed.
The Seminary is currently seeking to appoint an ACCOUNTANT to manage its financial operations to manage all financial 
transactions, from fixed payments and variable expenses to bank deposits and budgets.
Job Description and Tasks for: ACCOUNTANT
Main role will be to take care of the full accountancy cycle: from opening to closure.
To be successful in this role, you should have previous experience with bookkeeping and a flair for spotting numerical 
mistakes.
Ultimately, you will provide us with accurate quantitative information on financial position, liquidity and cash flows of 
our Seminary, while ensuring we’re compliant with all tax regulations.
Manage all daily accounting transactions
Reconciling bank statements
Calculating tax payments and returns
Payroll preparation and disbursements
•	 Manage	TDS	and	GST		
•	 Handle	documentation	for	foreign	remittances
•	 Coordinate	with	the	internal	and	external	auditors	during	audits	and	prepare	financial	audit	preparation.
•	 Financial	reporting	-	monthly,	quarterly	and	annual	accounts
•	 Budget	preparation,	Variance	reporting
•	 Control	over	Seminary’s	assets,	liabilities	and	exposures.
•	 Publish	financial	statements	in	time
•	 Reconcile	accounts	payable	and	receivable
•	 Ensure	timely	bank	payments
•	 Manage	balance	sheets	and	Receipt	&	Payment/Income	&	Expenditure	Statements
•	 Reinforce	financial	data	confidentiality	and	conduct	database	backups	when	necessary
•	 Comply	with	financial	policies	and	regulations

Personal Qualities/Interpersonal Skills
•		 Ability	to	organize	one’s	own	work	and	manage	own	time
•		 Ability	to	work	effectively	and	cooperatively	with	others	and	towards	shared	objectives
•		 Ability	to	explain	financial	issues	and	procedures	to	colleagues
•		 Analytical	and	problem-solving	skills

Desired Candidate Profile
•	 Past	work	experience	as	an	Accountant	for	about	4-5	years
•	 Excellent	knowledge	of	accounting	regulations	and	procedures
•	 Hands-on	experience	with	TALLY	9.1
•	 Advanced	MS	Excel	skills
•	 Experience	with	general	ledger	functions
•	 Strong	attention	to	detail	and	good	analytical	skills
•	 M.	Com	with	8-10	years	or	B.	Com	with	over	12	years	of	experience

Key Skills
•	 Accounting, Taxation, Budgeting, Financial Analytics, Tally (latest version GST)

Salary/Emoluments
• As per Seminary Rules.
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the marriage at Cana 
(Jn.2:1-11) is very 
significant as this was 

the first miracle by Christ Jesus, 
during his wonderful mission 
in this world. the ceremonial 
jars, mentioned in the bible, are 
used only once in a while for 
certain holy rituals in the family. 
in a way, these water jars are 
mostly unattended or not used 
for normal purposes and would 
remain dry and empty most of 
the time. 

Let us evaluate how our family 
relations are within the house 
nowadays. Living together under 
the same roof, often we live like 
strangers and get together only 
for some ‘ceremonial functions’. 
or, are we living together happily, 
eating, praying and sharing 
together to keep the sanctity of 
the house to make it a ‘home’? 
unless we are together to form a 
‘spiritual oasis’ within, we cannot 
enjoy the manifestations and 
blessings from heaven. human 
life has its Christian perfection 
when body, mind and spirit align 
together. for this to happen, 
there should be a divine touch in 
everyone’s life, as water changed 

THE WATER JARS AT CANA
God wants each one of us to be filled with purity and holiness

O. C. CHERIAN to wine in colour, flavour and 
aroma.

human life is almost like the 
stone jars – externally it looks 
valued and impressive. but 
internally it is empty. in a sense, 
spiritually it is empty. the divinity 
within the heart and face is lost; 
most of the faces are without 
smiles. all these losses are 
recoverable when Jesus comes 
into our life.

the mother of Jesus told his 
disciples, “Do what he tells you.” 
they simply waited for his order 
and He told them to fill all the 
six jars with water. they never 
doubted or questioned him. 
they could have disbelieved and 
disobeyed him. but they obeyed 
and did what was instructed and 
we read that the manifestation 
and miracle followed during the 
ceremony.

He asked them to fill the 
water to the brim of the jars, not 
partially. We have to remember 
that these water jars are used 
only for certain spiritual purity 
rituals. these stone jars resemble 
each one of us in a family. are 
we remaining as these jars 
spiritually refined, only during 
some ceremonial functions? if so, 
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that is not the expectation of god 
from each one of us. he wants 
each one of us – the human stone 
jars – to be filled with purity and 
holiness, not partially but fully. 
then god will manifest in us to 
make us precious and priceless. 
the truth is that every Christian 
should personally enjoy and lead 
a meaningful life. Not simply 
to live and die as name-sake 
Christians!

the wine in his holy presence 
was unique. the water turned to 
wine with matchless colour, taste 
and aroma. it was tastier than 
all wines. When we invite Jesus 

to our life, such miracles will 
happen.

Let us remember the verse, “the 
Lord formed the man from the 
dust of the ground and breathed 
into the nostrils the breath of 
life and the man became a living 
being.” Without his breath of 
life, we are just dust. Let our 
emptiness be filled with the Holy 
Spirit.

English session,  May 15 – 29.   Hindi session June 1 – 14

the main theme of ashram is Kingdom of god; topics related with it will 
be focused upon during the sessions.

the general charges for the session are rs.300/person/day inclusive 
of board and lodge. Participants are expected to join the entire session. 
Minimum payment is to be made for 10 days. Limited subsidized seats are 
reserved for Pastors and Seminarians. the forms can be downloaded from 
our website: www.sattalchristianashram.org

The decision of the management will be final. 
for any further details please contact:

Chief acharya/Manager 
Sattal Christian ashram  

P.o. Sattal, via bhimtal, Distt. Nainital. u.K. PiN 263136

email: estate.sattal@gmail.com 
Phone: 05942- 247029/247058 Mobile: 9927622044

THE SATTAL CHRISTIAN ASHRAM 
will conduct its Summer Ashram 2019 as follows:

O. C. Cherian   
worked as an 

Administrator with an 
NGO and enjoys writing.
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Victorious Christian living 
results from a life of 
prayer. in the book of 

James we read that the effective, 
fervent prayer of a righteous man 
avails much (Jas.5:16). being 
right with god is an essential 
prerequisite for prayers being 
acceptable to god.

Sin Blocks Prayer

Very often prayers remain 
unanswered when there is sin 
blocking effective communication 
with god. “if i regard iniquity 
in my heart, the Lord will not 
hear” (Psa.66:18). god’s strong 
disapproval of those who pray 
disregarding sinfulness is echoed 
in Proverbs 28:9, “one who turns 
away his ear from the law, even 
his prayer is an abomination.”

Any discussion on effective 
prayer is purposeless if it does 
not emphasise confession of 
sins – minor or major – which 
adversely impact our sweet 
fellowship with god. Sinning and 
a so-called prayerful life cannot 
go together. Sometimes people 
do not realise it or just ignore it. 
the bible abounds with several 
instances where Jehovah did not 

GENUINE PRAYER
The God-ward petitions recorded in the Bible teach us the 

importance of contrite, humble prayers.

GEORGE JOHN answer prayers; on the contrary 
he was very angry with his chosen 
people, the israelites, because of 
their unfaithfulness in breaking 
their covenant relationship with 
him and disobeying his laws. he 
confronted them and declared 
that he would not listen to them.

the contemporary casualness 
in treating sin is a very disturbing 
factor. as is evident in modern 
times, in some churches or 
fellowships, the depravity of sins 
among the people is trivialised 
or it is not properly emphasised 
or conveniently ignored. if we 
agree that the biblical standards 
are absolute and they do not 
change with the times, then 
there is no point in diluting the 
moral behavioural standards 
emphasised in the bible. as 
Christian history shows, whenever 
there was strict observance of 
biblical standards, there was 
spiritual growth. Christian 
revivalism grew up in the earlier 
century, when the holy Spirit was 
convicting people of sin. Churches, 
therefore, prospered spiritually 
and evangelisation was rapid.

 the god-ward petitions 
recorded in the bible teach us the 
importance of contrite, humble 
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prayers. What was significant 
about those prayer warriors in 
the bible who wrestled in prayer 
was that their prevailing prayers 
involved confession of their 
sins and their intercession for 
people in general, in a spirit of 
supplication.

Daniel’s prayer as he prepared 
himself for petitioning before 
god is awe inspiring. “then i 
set my face toward the Lord 
god to make request by prayer 
and supplications, with fasting, 
sackcloth, and ashes” (Dan.9:3). 
Similarly, in the prayer of 
Nehemiah (Neh.1:4), his humble 
disposition and his 
preparation to pray 
are very appealing. 
“i sat down and wept 
and mourned for many 
days; i was fasting and 
praying before the god 
of heaven.” Preparing 
oneself wholeheartedly for prayer, 
in penitence and all sincerity, is an 
important requirement of prayer. 

As stated above, any effort to 
ignore the prevalence of sin make 
prayers to god a mockery of his 
commandments implanted in 
the Scripture. for example, in 
Psalm 51:4, the psalmist was 
forthright when he confessed 
his transgression: “against you, 
you only, have i sinned, and 
done this evil in your sight—that 
you may be found just when you 

speak, and blameless when you 
judge.” outright confessions such 
as these will make the prayer 
genuine.

how touching is the prayer of the 
penitent tax collector, as narrated 
by Lord Jesus (Lk.18) where the 
tax collector was even hesitant 
to look up to heaven. this was 
in sharp contrast to the Pharisee 
who had also come to pray with 
his self-righteous words and vain 
glorious disposition. the prayer 
of the tax collector correlates to 
the prayers as in Psalm 19:13: 
“Keep back thy servant also from 
presumptuous sins; let them not 

have dominion over 
me: then shall i be 
blameless, and i shall 
be innocent of great 
transgression.” also 
the petitions, as in 
Psalm 139:23-24 are 
similar: “Search me, 

o god, and know my heart; try 
me, and know my anxieties; and 
see if there is any wicked way 
in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting.”

a lacuna in some prayers is 
their orientation towards self-
seeking requests. often people 
confine the prayer to own needs. 
While we can freely ask our 
heavenly father for essential 
things, a mature believer in his 
prayers should primarily seek his 
kingdom and his righteousness. 

Preparing oneself 
wholeheartedly for 
prayer, in penitence 

and all sincerity, is an 
important requirement 

of prayer
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Prayer In Line With The 
Word

Jesus said: “and when you 
pray, do not use vain repetitions 
as the heathen do” (Matt.6:7). 
Perhaps this means avoiding 
ritualism which inhibits prayer. 
on the constructive side, it means 
offering Spirit-filled prayers; 
praying in the Spirit – a solemn 
subject matter which requires 
deep spiritual and scriptural 
study and is not attempted here.

it will be indeed an enriching 
exercise to quote relevant bible 
verses as we pray. have we tried 
using the unending promises 
in the bible as we 
bring up our petitions 
before god? of course, 
it is very necessary 
not to misuse the bible 
verses to seek our 
goals. for instance, sometimes we 
hear people praying for goodies 
quoting Matthew 7:11, “if you 
then, being evil, know how to 
give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will your father 
who is in heaven give good things 
to those who ask him!” it is felt 
that it is not correct to ask for 
materialistic things quoting ‘good 
things’ as in this verse. in fact, the 
context changes, when it is read 
with Luke 11:13, “if you then, 
being evil, know how to give good 
gifts to your children, how much 
more will your heavenly father 

give the holy Spirit to those who 
ask him!” it is obvious that our 
Lord meant believers necessarily 
seeking the holy Spirit and the 
spiritual gifts, more than anything 
else.

While effective prayers need not 
have to be with strong vocabulary, 
any casualness in prayers is to be 
avoided. We use choicest words 
while addressing or talking to a 
prominent person, whether in 
the secular field or even in the 
church establishment. how much 
more is required in our prayers to 
the almighty god, King of kings 
and Lord of lords? have there 

been efforts in the 
prayer to glorify and 
thank god for what 
he is? how often we 
thank god for sending 
his beloved Son to die 

for sinners like us? Paul breaks 
out into spontaneous, glorious 
doxologies in his epistles (e.g., 
rom.11:33-36) as he pours out 
his praises and adoration to god 
which are supreme examples of 
such spiritual enrichments in 
prayer.

the Lord ’s Prayer is the perfect 
model for prayer. as our Saviour 
taught us, a prayer should begin 
with heartily giving adoration and 
praises and thanksgiving to the 
Lord for all that he is and what 
he has done for us. the personal 
request – give us today our daily 

Have there been efforts 
in the prayer to glorify 

and thank God for 
what He is?
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request – give us today our daily 
bread – comes at the very end. 
Of course, pleading for our daily 
bread involves asking for daily 
spiritual food also.

Further, one should not miss 
the crucial link in effective prayer 
requests to God – “Lord, forgive 
us our sins as we forgive others.” 
Worship towards the Godhead 
will be hampered unless this 
basic requirement is ful�illed. 
“Therefore if you bring your gift 
to the altar, and there remember 
that your brother has something 
against you, leave your gift there 
before the altar, and go your 
way. First, be reconciled to your 
brother, and then come and offer 
your gift” (Matt.5:23,24).

Prayer has to be a two way 
communication process: our 
taking delight in His presence 
and seeking His will even as we 
address our requests. Blessings 
will abound, when we talk to God 
for a while and patiently listen 
to Him during the prayer. God 

speaks to us when we keenly wait 
on Him as we pray – in the gentle 
whispers which the Holy Spirit 
will perhaps bring to our hearts 
and minds such as the promises 
in the Bible, or He may even bring 
forth a divine thought.

We have to make our requests 
in faith. Answers to prayers could 
be – yes, no or even wait. Seeking 
God’s will in everything we ask 
is important. God delights in 
listening to our prayers. What 
a reassuring fact it is that God 
inclines His ears to us, so that we 
can call upon Him as long as we 
live (Psa.116: 2).

Like the psalmist, let our solemn 
prayers really be “set forth before 
God as incense and the lifting 
up of our hands as the evening 
sacri�ice” (Psa.141:2).

George John  
lives in 

Thiruvananthapuram, 
having retired from the 

banking sector
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bread – comes at the very end. 
of course, pleading for our daily 
bread involves asking for daily 
spiritual food also.

further, one should not miss 
the crucial link in effective prayer 
requests to god – “Lord, forgive 
us our sins as we forgive others.” 
Worship towards the godhead 
will be hampered unless this 
basic requirement is fulfilled. 
“therefore if you bring your gift 
to the altar, and there remember 
that your brother has something 
against you, leave your gift there 
before the altar, and go your 
way. first, be reconciled to your 
brother, and then come and offer 
your gift” (Matt.5:23,24).

Prayer has to be a two way 
communication process: our 
taking delight in his presence 
and seeking his will even as we 
address our requests. blessings 
will abound, when we talk to god 
for a while and patiently listen 
to him during the prayer. god 
speaks to us when we keenly wait 

on him as we pray – in the gentle 
whispers which the holy Spirit 
will perhaps bring to our hearts 
and minds such as the promises 
in the bible, or he may even bring 
forth a divine thought.

We have to make our requests 
in faith. answers to prayers could 
be – yes, no or even wait. Seeking 
god’s will in everything we ask 
is important. god delights in 
listening to our prayers. What 
a reassuring fact it is that god 
inclines his ears to us, so that we 
can call upon him as long as we 
live (Psa.116: 2).

Like the psalmist, let our solemn 
prayers really be “set forth before 
god as incense and the lifting 
up of our hands as the evening 
sacrifice” (Psa.141:2).
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HEAVENLY LOVE
J. Fredric Dawson

heavenly love came down to earth willingly at Christmas tide, 
heralded by the angels to the shepherds a Saviour is born so well, 
Worshipped with gifts by the kings of the east with a star to guide, 
Mary pondered in her heart that one day a sword will pierce her 

soul.

heavenly love walked on this earth three and half years full, 
had compassion on people, healed the sick, giving succour thus, 
Preached the good news of the kingdom of god so clear and well, 

overriding the Law said, “you have heard the Law but i tell  
you this.”

heavenly love headed for the cross to give his life for us, 
Wounded for our iniquities, bruised for our sins to be punished, 

all the sins of the world were laid on him that moment thus, 
He bore it all triumphantly, at the end shouting “It is finished!”

heavenly love did not fail to get a response from his father dear, 
he raised him up from the grave and seated him as a winner, 

Now pleading ceaselessly with the father for each of us to hear. 
Will you not respond early to this heavenly love, dear sinner?
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CROSSWORD 59
Ezekiel 25 to 48 

New International Version (IBS) or Zondervan

Send in your answers with bible references by e-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, 
to reach Light of Life, Post box 4576, 21-yMCa road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400008, not 
later than March 5, 2019. Please indicate your name, address and Light of Life Subscription 
Number while sending the answers. 

Clues Across:
1. “I am to be the only _____ the priests have. 

You are to give them no possession in Israel: I 
will be their possession.” (ch        v        )

6. “This is what the Sovereign Lord says to the 
mountains and hills, to the ravines and valleys, 
to the desolate ruins and the deserted towns 
that have been plundered and _____ by the 
rest of the nations around you.” (ch      v        )

7. “Haran, Canneh and _____ and merchants of 
Sheba, Asshur and Kilmad traded with you.” 
(ch        v        )

10. “Son of man, set your face against Mount 
_____ and prophecy against it.” (ch      v      )

12. “For the day is _____, the day of the Lord is 
___ - a day of clouds, a time of doom for the 
nations” (ch      v       )       

13. “Fishermen will stand along the shore; from 
_____  to En Eglaim there will be places for 
spreading the nets.” (ch      v       )

16. “At the festivals and appointed feasts, the 
grain offering is to be _____ ephah with a bull,  
… ephah with a ram, and with the lambs as 
much as one pleases,) (ch       v       )

17. “The boundary will _____ from the Sea to 
Hazar Enam, along the northern boundary of 
Damascus, with the border of Hamath to the 
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north.” (ch         v       )
18. “The shekel is to consist of twenty gerahs. 

Twenty shekels plus twenty-five shekels plus 
fifteen shekels equal one _____.” (ch    v       )

19. “When they pla ced their threshold next to 
my threshold and their doorposts besides 
my doorposts, with only a wall between me 
and them, they defiled my holy name by their 
_____  practices. (ch        v        )

Clues Down:
1. “I will take the _____  out of the nations 

where they have gone. I will gather them from 
all around and bring them back into their own 
land.” (ch       v       )

2. “Are you wiser than Daniel? Is no secret _____ 
from you.” (ch       v      )

3. “There they will lie down in good grazing land 
and there will feed in _____  pasture on the 
mountains of Israel” (ch        v       )

4. “Both the _____   running the length of the 
tribal portions will belong to the prince, and the 
sacred with the temple sanctuary will be in the 
centre of them”. ( ch      v        )

5. “I will cut you off from the nations and 
_____ you from the countries. I will destroy 
you, and you will know that I am the Lord.”   
(ch      v        )
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Clues across:
1. retribution (51:56)   
6. Beautiful (46:20)    
7. Sends (42:5)   
10. Asa (41:9)
11. Shiloh (41:5)     
15. Aroma (48:11)      
16. owl (50:39)    
18. Destruction (50:22)

Answers to Crossword 57 (Jeremiah 40-52)

Clues down:
1. Riblah (52:9)     
2. Tears (50:4)    
3. Build (49:16)    
4. True (40: 16)
5. Nebuzaradan (40:1)   
8. Nile (46:7)   
9. Hazor (49:33)   
12. hills (49:16)
13. havoc (48:3)    
14. road (48:19)   
17. Or (44:12)

8. “While the row of rooms on the side next to the 
outer court was fifty cubits long, the row  on 
the side _____  the sanctuary was a hundred  
cubits long.” (ch        v        )

9. “In the first month on the fourteenth day you 
are to observe the Passover, a feast lasting for 
seven days, during which you shall eat _____  
made without yeast.” (ch       v        )

11. “The man said to me, ‘Son of man,  look 
with your _____ and hear with your ears 
and pay attention to everything I am going 

to show you, for that is why you have been 
brought here.’” (word used in singular)  
(ch        v       )

14. “Son of man, set your face against Gog, of the 
land of _______, the chief prince of Meshach 
and Tubal; prophesy against him” (word 
jumbled) (ch        v       )

15. “These are the tribes, listed by names:  At 
the northern frontier, ______ will have one 
portion; (ch          v          ) 
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WORD AND 
THE WORLD

W
OR

D AND THE WORLD

GOD’S OWN FOOL?
CYRIL GEORGESON

on November 17, 2018, 
a 26 year old american, 
John allen Chau, kayaked 

his way to a small island called 
the North Sentinel islands. No 
one knows what happened, but it 
is believed that he was killed by 
the islanders. the North Sentinel 
island is home to the Sentinelese 
who are said to have descended 
from the earliest humans. Possi-
bly, the islanders don’t even know 
that they are called the Sentinelese 
since it was a name given to them 
by the british. they are an isolated 
tribe and even speak a dialect dif-
ferent from any known one.

there are many questions that 
have been raised over the past 
weeks after the news of Chau’s 
death was widely reported. Why 
did he have to go to the Sentinel 
islands? Why did he break gov-
ernment regulations that prohibit 
contact with the islanders? Why 
did he risk the Sentinelese catch-
ing infections to which they prob-
ably did not have any immunity? 
Did god want him to go there?

Isolated And Safe?

the media has largely present-
ed a perspective that this was a 

foolish attempt to evangelise the 
Sentinelese while putting them 
at risk. these tribals are likely, it 
is said, of being wiped out, even 
with a common cold. their way 
of life and culture should also be 
protected. Many, including Chris-
tians, whose worldviews are only 
informed and shaped by popular 
news outlets and social media, 
have bought into this viewpoint 
in its entirety.

in January 1991 a young woman 
anthropologist Madhumala Chat-
topadhyay waded into the waters 
in the first known friendly inter-
action with the Sentinelese. She 
was working as a researcher with 
the anthropological Survey of 
India (ASI). They first passed on 
coconuts to the tribe by throwing 
them into the water from their 
boats, which floated to the tribals 
near the shore. Some tribals then 
waded into the water coming 
close to the boats to collect the 
coconuts. When a friendly signal 
was perceived , the team from the 
aSi got into the water and made 
contact with the tribe, hand-de-
livering coconuts to the tribe.

So, while appreciating the cou-
rageous initiative of Madhumala, 
the question needs to be an-
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Seminary Compound, Yavatmal, 445001. M.S.

this pioneering institute from central india which has been serving the cause of Missionary 
training and Missiological education for the last 35 years is looking for potential leaders 
and teachers to be part of its faculty team, for senate of Serampore College (university) 
program. 

Positions: Lecturers to teach b.Miss. 
No. of Positions: 3

Essential Qualifications:
i. Must be a committed Christian to the Missiological cause. 
ii. Should possess M.th. Degree (with minimum b grade) from the Senate of Serampore 

College (university) or its equivalent in the following disciplines: old testament, 
Missions, Church history, 

iii. Should be ready to accompany student to the mission fields  for field training and 
have inclination for the field research. 

Note: Candidates having equivalent qualifications as accepted by the Senate of Serampore 
College (university) can also apply. 

Pay Scale: as per the Senate of Serampore College (university) norms. 
the interested candidates including fresher’s may kindly submit hteir application with 

their CV and scans of relevant and valid documents by february 25th 2019, on the following 
email. director_yclt@yahoo.com, info@yclt.org, director@yclt.org  (website: www.yclt.
org)

Rev. Dr. Girish J. Khatri, Principal/Director, YCLT. (9422169700/8668259780)
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swered, as to how the risk of in-
fection differs. The team of which 
Madhumala was a part could also 
have passed on infections to the 
Sentinelese. Why is Madhumala a 
hero and Chau a villain?

in the past, the dominant 
viewpoint was that indigenous 
people should be modernised 
and integrated into society. Now 
things have changed – there is an 
underlying assumption that in-
digenous people should live un-
disturbed. Thanks to the efforts 
of indigenous advocates, there 
is now an agreement, enshrined 
in the 2007 uN Declaration on 
the rights of indigenous Peoples 
(uNDriP), that they have a right 
to self-determination and autono-
my. So, in the case of uncontacted 
people, like the Sentinelese, they 
should be left alone, no matter 
how noble the intentions of those 
attempting to contact them. but 
does anyone know what they are 
experiencing? Could it be possible 
that some of them are seriously ill 
or dying of diseases that could be 
easily cured? is there social har-
mony? are the weaker ones be-
ing exploited? is there slavery or 
bondage?

What about the ‘right to ade-
quate living standard’ as given in 
the universal Declaration of hu-
man rights (uDhr) by the uN? 
Why are we ignoring these rights 
when it comes to them? are we 
saying the uDhr does not apply 

to them? Surely everyone agrees 
at least on one point: that Chau 
had no malevolent intent.

Loving Enough!

Also, at first, the news seemed 
to indicate that John Chau was 
an enthusiastic young person 
who rashly attempted to reach 
the Sentinelese. emerging details 
indicate anything but that. Mary 
ho, the international executive 
leader of all Nations, the mis-
sion agency with whom Chau was 
associated, says, “Since he was 
about 18 years old, i believe, he 
took a mission trip and on that 
mission trip he really felt a call 
to be a missionary. around that 
time he started researching all 
the different people groups and 
he came across the North Senti-
nelese people… his life’s call was 
to take the love and goodness of 
Jesus Christ to the North Senti-
nelese. Since then, every decision 
he has made has been to prepare 
himself for his life’s call.” it is also 
now known that John prepared 
himself for this by getting a de-
gree in sports medicine, training 
as an emergency medical techni-
cian, and studying at a respected 
linguistic institute in order to 
learn this previously undocu-
mented language.

John Chau also seemed to be 
aware of the risk of passing on 
infections. Chau had received 
multiple vaccinations, and inten-
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Free Methodist English School, 
YCLT, Seminary Compound, Yavatmal – 445001. 

Managed by YCLT Trust.
Affiliated to Maharashtra Board of Secondary and Higher Secondary Education. 

Requires following staff for the Academic Year 2019-2020 onwards

Sr. 
No.

Name of the 
Post

Subject No of 
Posts

Section Essential Qualification

1 Principal 01 High 
School

M.Sc/M.A.+B.Ed/M.Ed. with minimum 
five years of Experience as a teacher in 
a recognized school and two years of 
experience as H.M. Should be a devoted 
Christian, ready to lead the institution/
team  on biblical principles. Fluency in 
Written and Spoken English. Be ready to 
connect to the Evangelical associations 
serving among children and teens. Must 
be a visionary to upgrade the School 
to CBSE affiliate Standards and even 
higher.

2 Asst 
Principal

01 High/Prim M.Sc/M.A.+B.Ed/M.Ed. with minimum 
three years of Experience as a teacher 
in a recognized school and two years 
of administrative experience, Should 
be a devoted Christian, ready to assist 
the Principal and lead the institution/
team  on biblical principles. Fluency in 
Written and Spoken English. Be ready to 
connect to the Evangelical associations 
serving among children and teens. Must 
be a visionary to upgrade the School 
to CBSE affiliate Standards and even 
higher.

3 Asst. 
Teacher

Maths/ 
Science

01 High 
School

M.Sc/B.Sc. B.Ed. Math/Physics

4 Asst. 
Teacher

Maths/ 
Science

01 High 
School

B.Sc. B.Ed. 
Math/Physics

5 Asst. 
Teacher 

English 01 High 
School

M.A. linguistics/English and B.Ed.

Couples may be preferred. Semi furnished accommodation may be provided for the deserving 
candidates. Pay scale as per the Society Norms and experience of the Candidate. 

Note: The desirous candidates should send scanned copies of their hand written application/
resume with relevant documents via email given below and hard copies of the same also be sent 
through post at the earliest on the address given above. 

Email: director_yclt @yahoo.com, info@yclt.org, director@yclt.org

Rev. Dr. Girish J. Khatri, Director, YCLT/Manager FMES, Yavatmal (9422169700/8668259780)
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tionally quarantined himself for 
many days prior to his multi-day 
trip to the island. Maybe, we need 
to do away with the picture of an 
unprepared youngster who was 
brash and risked the Sentinelese 
and even his own life.

ed Stetzer says in John Chau, 
Mission and Fools (Christian-
ity Today), “Chau is described by 
ho as a ‘soft-spoken, very gentle 
man’, not rash or impulsive. in 
fact, ho indicated that he under-
went a rigorous screening pro-
cess through the agency which 
included mental, psychological, 
spiritual, and physical evaluation 
to determine whether this type of 
training was appropriate for him 
and his personality.”

God’s Own Fools

those with a biblical world-
view believe that there is eternal 
damnation for those who do not 
know Jesus. this was what has 
encouraged many missionaries 
and still does, to go to the ends 
of the earth to preach the gospel. 
this list includes those like Wil-
liam Carey to india, hudson tay-
lor to China, adoniram Judson to 
burma and Jim elliot to the au-
cas. they not only endured much 
personal hardship and suffering 
but had to face the reproach of 
men, including fellow-Christians. 
While living in england, when 
William Carey raised the topic of 
the biblical mandate to preach 

the gospel to all nations an old 
pastor admonished him, “young 
man, sit down! When god pleases 
to convert the heathen, he’ll do it 
without consulting you and me.”

With regard to the risks in-
volved in the missionary endea-
vour, William Carey penned, “in 
respect to the danger of being 
killed by them, it is true that who-
ever does go must put his life in 
his hand, and not consult with 
flesh and blood; but do not the 
goodness of the cause, the duties 
incumbent on us as the creatures 
of god, and Christians, and the 
perishing state of our fellow men, 
loudly call upon us to venture all 
and use every warrantable exer-
tion for their benefit?”

the book of acts records for 
us the earliest attempt to share 
the good News by Peter and the 
apostles. After the first ever set 
of evangelistic meetings, the rul-
ers and elders ordered them not 
to speak or teach in the name of 
Jesus. the apostles were well 
aware that in a fallen world there 
could be the clash of authority 
structures. When human authori-
ties pass a law/order that poses 
a threat to the greater wellbeing 
of those whom the law seem-
ingly seeks to protect, they will 
have to abide by the higher law 
of god: “Whether it is right in the 
sight of god to give heed to you 
rather than to god, you be the 
judge; for we cannot stop speak-
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Cyril Georgeson  
lives in Mumbai and is 

an apologist, teacher 
and writer.

ing about what we have seen and 
heard.” Should we not be con-
cerned with the eternal destiny 
of the Sentinelese? Do we not see 
how deadly a disease ‘sin’ is; and 
that all, including the Sentinelese 
have sinned and have earned the 
wages of sin – death?

Different Lenses

it is very important that Chris-
tians realise that the lens through 
which the world sees is radically 
different from the lens through 
which they see. When the world 
sees a fool we see the saved, when 
the world sees one who they think 
is mad, we see our Saviour.

as ed Stetzel wrote in Christi-
anity Today, “Propagating one’s 
religious beliefs through mis-
sionary activity is practised by 
segments of the world’s largest 
religious groups, including islam, 
buddhism and Christianity. even 
the United Nations affirms mis-
sionary activity as a legitimate 
expression of religion or belief.

Christianity has been a mis-
sionary movement since its be-
ginning. as i noted above, Jesus, 
in His final address to His fol-
lowers, commanded them to ‘go 
and make disciples of all nations’ 
(Matt.28:19-20). and, speaking 
to Christians everywhere and 
in all eras, the apostle Paul said, 
‘Woe to me if i do not preach the 
gospel!’ (1Cor.9:16). i actually 
believe what is offensive to many 

today – i really believe that the 
world needs Jesus. and, i am oK 
that you think me a fool for be-
lieving that.

as i write this, less than 100 
feet away is a letter Jim elliot 
wrote. as a Wheaton College 
graduate, he has a special place 
here. as elliot wrote (and Chau 
experienced), ‘he is no fool who 
gives what he cannot keep to gain 
what he cannot lose.’ here at el-
liot’s alma mater, we still believe 
and train missionaries. to some, 
that makes us the fools. but we 
pray our students will engage in 
their culture and others, well and 
in appropriate ways, with care for 
the health and well-being of all, 
and with others in partnership. 
if that makes us fools, we will be 
‘fools for Christ’ (1Cor.4:10).”

finally, do we need to conclude 
that Chau did the right thing at 
the fullness of time? it’s vital for 
us to recognise that we should 
leave that judgment in the hands 
of the one who is the stumbling 
block to the Jews and foolishness 
to the gentiles. in the meanwhile, 
let us at least pray for the Senti-
nelese too.
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A Christian educational trust owning about 4 acres of land, 25000 sq.ft buildings  at 
SIRUVANI ROAD - hall, class rooms, hostel (130 persons) and dining hall, seek 
Churches or mission organisations for  Bible training, Bible translation, Management/
skill development, to use their facilities on reasonable terms from April 2019.

All facilities readily available and there is scope for more buildings for expansion. 
Interested persons may pl contact:
Email: kingproindia@gmail.com  

 Mob: (+91) 63847-83833  

Ready Facility available for
Mission Training Joint venture/partnership/Rent/long lease  

at COIMBATORE, T.N.

1. Anaesthesiologist
2. Junior Doctor
3. Operations Manager

Van Allen Hospital was established in 1913 by a group of Christian missionaries to be 
a place where people could receive quality medical attention in a picturesque setting of 
comfort and caring atmosphere in Kodaikanal, Tamilnadu. Kodaikanal is located at about 
7000 ft altitude in the Western ghats in the southern part of India. It is about 100km 
away from any nearest tertiary referral centre. Building upon our 100-year foundation, 
we continue, in the spirit of Christian service to provide the best medical services to all 
who walk through our doors, providing acute medical care, mother and child care and 
orthopaedic and fracture care. We currently need:

1) Anaesthetist with interest/ experience in ICU.
2) Junior doctor to care for in-patients and provide first on-call.
3) Hospital administrator/Operations Manager with previous experience.

Salary will be decided upon qualification and experience. Free accommodation will be 
provided. Kodaikanal International School offers 90% scholarship for children of doctors 
working at the Van Allen.

Interested candidates can contact; 
Dr. Vijila Isac, Mob:8084079182 / Mr. Biju Mathew, Mob: 9889373878 

E-Mail: vanallenkodi@gmail.com

Wanted for Van Allen Hospital,  
Kodaikanal, Tamil Nadu.
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NOTES ALONG 
THE JOURNEY

A FATHER’S LOVE
OBY CHERIAN

When israel was a child, 
i loved him, and out 
of egypt i called My 

son… it was i who taught him to 
walk, taking them by the arms;.. 
to them, i was like one who 
lifts a little child to the cheek, 
and i bent down to feed them” 
(hos.11:1-4).

i happened to see this short 
video clip from taiwan that went 
viral on the Chinese media. it 
moved me deeply and so i thought 
i will share it with you.

the old man was not suave in 
his manners and not accustomed 
to moving around in elite circles. 
yet here he was in a tuxedo. that 
was because today he was the 
father of the bride. he was not 
scholarly or good at expressing 
himself in choice words. but here 
he was haltingly reading out the 
few lines he had painstakingly 
written down, for this was his 
daughter’s wedding day. as he 
read, every once a while, he would 
dab a tear from the corner of his 
eyes. the letter was addressed to 
his prospective son-in-law and 
here’s what it said. 

“I was the first to embrace her. 
I was the first to kiss her. I was 
the first to care for her. Still I 
hope that you will be the one who 
accompanies her for life. but, if 
there ever comes a time when you 
don’t love her anymore, please 
don’t tell her. tell me. i will come 
and take her home.”

Jesus often referred to god as 
his father in heaven, your father 
in heaven, and in the Lord’s Prayer 
as our father in heaven. “your 
father in heaven knows that 
you need them all” (Matt.6:32). 
“it will be done to you by My 
father in heaven” (Matt.18:19). 
“Fear not, little flock; for it is your 
father’s good pleasure to give you 
the kingdom” (Lk.12:32). Jesus 
more than anybody else told us 
again and again that god was 
our father. but the father heart 
of god is revealed as early as in 
Deuteronomy where he says, 
“your god, carried you as a father 
carries his child, carried you the 
whole way until you arrived here” 
(Deut.1:31).

for those of us whose earthly 
fathers have been abusive or for 
some reason absent, god wants 
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us to know today that he is the 
father we always wanted, the 
father we never had.

“See what great love the father 
has lavished on us, that we 
should be called children of god! 
and that is what we are! the 
reason the world does not know 
us is that it did not know him” 
(1Jn.3:1). “i will not leave you 
as orphans; i will come to you” 
(Jn.14:18).

i was thinking to myself about 
the old man in the video clip 
who gave his daughter away. his 
heart’s wish was to always be 

there for his daughter. however, 
in reality he might be able to help 
her for a decade or two before 
going away. but our heavenly 
father, through his beloved Son, 
is there for us eternally. 

“Consequently, he is able for all 
time to save those who draw near 
to god through him, since he 
always lives to make intercession 
for them” (heb.7:25).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a consultant urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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Don’t Waste Their Mistakes... Learn From Them

THE HE MAN WITH A SHE WEAKNESS

CHARACTER 
STUDY

 VIJAY THANGIAH

CHARACTER:  
SAMSON

MEANING:  
‘little sun’, ‘distinguished’

PRONUNCIATION: 
sams(ə)n

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Judges 13-16

BACKGROUND 

Samson was a Danite, the son of Manoah from the city of Zorah. His 
mother was barren. But the angel of the Lord appeared to her twice 
and told them they would have a son and that this son was to be 

dedicated from the Lord from the time he was in the womb.

Samson judged Israel from about 1085 to 1065 B.C. During Samson’s lifetime the 
people were slaves of the Philistines for forty years.

MAIN LESSONS

1. Lust plagued Samson all his life. The first words quoted 
from Samson in the Bible are, “I saw a girl…” (Judg.14:2). This 
was the royal law of his life. If it feels good, do it. If I want it, get 

it! If it makes me happy, that’s all that matters. He just did what looked good to him 
at the moment. His main concern was pleasing his flesh even if it meant breaking 
God’s law. In the end this lusting proved to be Samson’s downfall. 

He had everything going for him—a godly home, a keen mind, a strong body, a 
sense of humour and the call of God. But all he did was waste these treasures.

2. Samson was a very impulsive person. He was driven by his lust, driven by 
his stomach, driven by his anger. He saw a Philistine woman and he wanted her 
for his wife.

When he lost a bet over a riddle, he got mad and went and killed 30 men in order 
to pay the debt.
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On another occasion, he burned the fields of the Philistines by capturing 300 
foxes and tying firebrands to their tails, because he was mad at his father-in-
law.

You cannot be controlled by the desires of the flesh and led by the Spirit at the same 
time. Galatians 5:16 says you will be controlled by one or the other. To walk in the 
Spirit is to kill the lust of the flesh, and to be driven by the lust of the flesh is to 
grieve the Spirit of God in your life. 

3. Samson treated the commands that God gave him casually. Throughout his 
story we see him violating many of the Old Testament commandments. He flung 
principle to the wind by marrying a heathen woman simply because she ‘pleased’ 
him (14:3). He involved himself in a wine-drinking feast (so the Hebrew term misteh 
of 14:10 indicates). He took honey from the carcass of a dead lion, thus violating 
laws regarding ceremonial separateness (Num.6:6).

He fraternized with a prostitute at Gaza (16:1), and fell head-over-heels for the 
treacherous Delilah. When he finally revealed to Delilah the secret to his strength, 
his long hair, it was a sign that he despised the things of God.

4. Samson was a proud man. He assumed he’d never lose his strength. In Judges 
16:20 we read “He awoke from his sleep and thought, ‘I’ll go out as before and 
shake myself free.’ But he did not know that the Lord had left him.”

Samson hardly prayed. Samson first became prayerless, then careless, then 
powerless. He fell asleep in the lap of Delilah, and woke up in the hands of the 
Philistines.

5. It’s never too late to cry out to God. When Samson cried out to God, he was 
as low as one could possibly get. He was in the midst of Dagon’s temple, where he 
had been blinded and bound because of his sin.

It is the first recorded prayer we see Samson ever pray. And he says basically, 
“God, I know that I’ve sinned. I know I’m here because of my sin. One more time let 
me be avenged against the Philistines.”

And Samson grasped the two middle pillars on which the house rested, and he 
leaned his weight against them, his right hand on the one and his left hand on the 
other. Then he bowed with all of his strength, and the house fell upon the lords, and 
upon all the people who were in it, and upon him as well. So the dead whom he 
killed at his death were more than those whom he had killed during his life.

In Judges 16: 22 we read “The hair of his head began to grow again.” God’s mercies 
let Samson’s hair grow new every morning. They persist even where sin has shorn 
them away. 
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Vijay Thangiah 
 is a Bible teacher and the former National Executive Director 

of India Youth For Christ.
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After two days of just lying 
there in pain, some workers 
found her and put her on a 
makeshift cot and loaded her 
into their jeep and drove 150 
miles over deep rutted roads 
to find a doctor who could 
set the broken bones. But the 
very bumpy ride damaged 
her bones so badly that her 
hip never completely healed. 
He says, “I visited my mother 
in her mud-covered hut 
several weeks after all of this 
happened. I watched as she 
took two bamboo crutches 
that she had made herself, 
and moved from one place 
to another with her feet just 
dragging behind because 
she had lost all feeling in 
them.” He says, “At age 75, 
with a broken hip, unable 
to stand on her own two 
legs, I thought that I made a 
pretty intelligent suggestion. 
I suggested that she retire.” 
He says, “She turned around 
and looked at me and said, 
‘What value is that? If we try 
to preserve this body just a 
few more years and it is not 
being used for God, of what 
value is that?’ So she kept on 
working. She kept on riding 
her donkey to villages until 
she was 93 years old... And 
she continued to tell people 
about Jesus Christ until she 
died at age 95.”

5. Caleb experienced what God 
had promised!

 He climbed the mountains 
and he defeated the giants 
– he claimed his possession. 
The name of the place Caleb 
inherited used to be called 
Kirjatharba (city of the four 
giants). Now it was named 
Hebron (seat of association 
or fellowship). Caleb refused 
to quit until he had obtained 
everything the Lord had for 
him! He refused to stop until 
he had obtained that place of 
fellowship with God.

 Where are you in your 
personal walk with the 
Lord? Have you entered into 
your victory, or are you still 
wandering around in the 
wilderness struggling day 
to day? God has a place of 
peace and power for you, but 
you must be willing to claim 
your possession. It isn’t for 
the faint-hearted, but it is for 
the faith-hearted. 

 Half-hearted Christians are 
faint-hearted Christians, and 
they never learn to conquer 
the giants in their lives.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Why is the name of Samson mentioned in the heroes of faith in 

Hebrews 11?
2. “Samson is a reminder that we cannot afford to let our gifts, talents, 

and abilities make us feel superior.” Discuss.

APPLICATION QUESTIONS

1. Samson first became prayerless, then careless, then powerless. 
What steps can you take to make sure that the same deterioration 
doesn’t happen in your life?

MEMORY VERSE

“But he did not know that the Lord had left him” (Judg.16:20 
NIV)

PRAYER 

“Lord, I pray that I would not depend on my abilities but on You. Let me 
never come to such a state where I am so proud that You oppose me and 
leave me. Amen.”

3. Every decision we make has consequences. How is this truth seen clearly in the 
life of Samson?

2. Samson’s real failure was that he did not accomplish the purpose of God which 
was to drive out the Philistines. In what ways can you win a lot of battles but 
lose the war?

3. Samson failed because he progressively moved in the wrong direction. What 
are the wrong steps he took and why is the direction of our life more important 
than the events that comprise our lives?

We count on 
your prayers!

As we at Light of Life seek to fulfil this ministry for the edification of our readers, we seek 
your prayers for God’s  anointing, blessings, provisions and guidance. Thank you.
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News

World’s First Christian Airline

(CP): Christians travelling around 
the world for mission trips and 
religious tours may soon be able 
to kiss lost luggage and baggage 
fees goodbye as Judah 1, an 
aviation ministry out of texas, is 
set to become the world’s first 
Christian airline.

the ministry announced that 
the faa had accepted their 
application to switch from a 
private operator to “becoming the 
first and only Christian Airline!” 
“this means Judah 1 will have 
the freedom to transport as many 
different churches and mission 
organisations as we can. this is 
a huge honour and privilege and 
we give god all the glory!”

the ministry’s website explains 
that it serves missions-minded 
Christian people of all denomi-
nations travelling to the mission 
fields of the world. Their planes 
have also delivered hundreds of 
missionaries and transported 
thousands of pounds of cargo.

Another Church Vandalized

(Telegraph): Unidentified miscre-
ants vandalised the St thomas 
Catholic Church in Chapatoli in 
assam. the incident came to light 

when villagers noticed the church 
door open and spotted the statue 
of Mary dislodged. the miscre-
ants also damaged a crucifix after 
resorting to vandalism inside the 
church. as the news spread, po-
lice immediately picked up two 
suspects from the area for ques-
tioning.

BJP Makes Overtures To 
Christians

(TOI): to woo the Christian com-
munity in the run-up to the elec-
tions next year, the bJP minority 
morcha has reached out to the 
members of the religious minor-
ity in Mumbai city. at a meeting 
attended by around 200 commu-
nity members, the bJP assured 
the group that its grievances 
would be addressed.

“there is a misconception 
that the bJP is anti-minorities,” 
said the minority morcha chief. 
“our governments, both at the 
Centre and state, have created 
many schemes for the welfare of 
the minorities.” Christian leader 
alexander D’So uza said the 
community in the city might think 
of backing the bJP if its grievances 
are addressed.

Teaching Scripture To Syrian 
Refugees

(VOM): each month, believers in a 
city in Lebanon teach Scripture to 
about 70 Syrian refugee children 
in a bible club. the Christians 
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taught the children while their 
parents were learning in a 
concurrent parents meeting. the 
staff meet regularly for prayer 
and discipleship with a group 
of eight boys and five girls after 
each study. the children’s Muslim 
parents know they are studying 
the bible, but they don’t mind. in 
fact, the parents are impressed 
with the things they are learning 
from Scripture.

World’s Tallest Statue Of Jesus

(CH): eduardo Verástegui, the 
Mexican actor known for his 
roles in Bella and Little Boy has 
launched an initiative to build the 
largest statue of Jesus in his home 
country. the statue will be about 
77 meters (252 feet) tall, making 
it the tallest structure of Christ 

in the world. the statue of Jesus 
overlooking rio de Janeiro is 30 
meters tall. it will be built in the 
Mexican state of tamaulipas. the 
statue will be accompanied by an 
esplanade with the capacity for 
10,000 people, along with stores, 
restaurants, a hotel and an amphi-
theatre. 

Mass Grave Of Ethiopian 
Christians

(CH): the interior ministry’s 
Criminal investigation Depart-
ment announced stating that a 
mass grave with 34 ethiopian 
Christians was found in Libya. 
the grave, which held in it nearly 
36 Christians, executed by iSiS in 
2015, was found after the depart-
ment was able to get information 
from arrested iSiS members.
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COURSES OFFERED*
1. Master of Divinity (M.Div), recognized by Asia Theological Association 
(ATA) and South African Theological Seminary, 3 Years.
2. Master of Theology in Mission (MTh), Accredited by South African 
Theological Seminary, 2 Years after completion of M.Div.
*Admission Requirement: A graduate degree from a recognized institution.

To develop and equip Christ centered leaders who 
excel at serving the Church in India.

Principal: Rev. Dr. Richard Howell

Admissions Open 
Apply at www.calebinstitute.org

1 KM Milestone, Haily Mandi Road, Farrukhnagar,
Gurugram, Haryana 122506 (N.C.R.) Delhi

Ph: (+91) 11 4701 7904
Admissions Office Email: admissions@calebinstitute.org

Website: www.calebinstitute.org

APPLICATION DEADLINE
30 APRIL 2019

PREPARE FOR GOD’S SERVICE
CALEB INSTITUTE
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