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Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 
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Lessons For This Generation

i have received the January 2018 
issue of Light of Life magazine and 
the article, Pleasure on demand, not 
a good idea, by Samson gandhi very 
well applies to the present generation 
of youth, particularly so-called 
Christians. the author expresses as, 
“when you postpone your pleasure, 
you develop patience, exercise 
wisdom and learn the meaning of 
enjoying every god-given pleasure  
within god-prescribed boundaries. 
there is joy in such pleasures.” in 
conclusion, he emphasises, “Let us 
resolve this New year to practise the 
principle of postponed pleasure.”

also, Sandeep Poonen, in the ar-
ticle, The making of Peter the dis-
ciple, has very appropriately said, 
“the Scriptures are not meant to 
find promises to satisfy our desires 
and ambitions, or to get sermons to 
preach. we search the Scriptures to 
turn from our selfishness and see 
Jesus as Lord and our everything 
(Jn.5:39,40).” in the present gen-
eration, technology which is much 
advanced has been misplaced and 
is not carefully utilised in the true 
perspective, spoiling the minds and 
meaningful pleasures of life, without 
meaningful knowledge of god.

P. D. Arthur Prasad, 
 Bengaluru, Karnataka
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Editorial

PERSONAL REFORMATION

when many Christians 
across the world 
recently celebrated 

the 500th anniversary of the 
Protestant reformation, several 
people pointed out that the 
reformation of the church was not 
yet complete. Since the time of the 
reformation, further reformation 
has brought out better clarity 
and understanding on how the 
church ought to be and many 
revolutionary changes have come 
about in different parts of the 
universal church. at the same 
time, we have to acknowledge 
with shame that a lot of decline 
has also taken place in the church 
as a whole. So, reformation is 
something that should go on, and 
get deeper.

while ‘reformation’, as we 
have seen from Martin Luther 
onwards, focusses on doctrines 
and practices in the church – 
including its government and 
organisational setup – what is 
usually not addressed in the same 

context is the role of the individual 
believer in the church. Personal 
growth and development are 
usually addressed separately 
and not in the context of the 
reformation of the church. Many 
times, as a result, there is a ‘top 
down’ effect – the reformation 
in the church or its decline 
affecting the individual believers. 
but is it not also needed now to 
include a ‘bottom up’ approach 
towards reformation? the fact is 
that individuals now are better 
informed and equipped, compared 
to 500 years ago, and they enjoy 
more freedom of thought and 
expression. Perhaps we could 
look at a few specific areas where 
individuals can change, which 
will hopefully cause a further 
reformation eventually in the 
church itself.

even though most people will 
acknowledge the existence of 
a universal church beyond the 
range of their local churches, it 
looks as if very few local churches 
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Editorial
look beyond themselves in 
actual practice. Doctrinal and 
denominational boundaries 
keep ‘us’ and ‘others’ separate. 
but every true believer in those 
‘other’ churches is our brother 
or sister. of course, they are 
different from us in many ways 
regarding the details of what we 
believe, the songs we sing, the 
way we worship, how we greet 
one another, our dress codes, 
the unwritten do’s and don’ts, 
etc. we cannot pretend there are 
no differences, or ignore the fact 
that some of those differences are 
serious in our eyes. but they are 
still our brothers and sisters in 
the body of Christ and we all have 
the same father! Don’t we need to 
have an inclusive attitude towards 
them with which we can actually 
relate to them in practical ways 
as opportunities come our way? 
aren’t there ways we can work 
together for the kingdom of god 
and the glory of the father? there 
are many practical challenges, 
but is this not one major area 
where there is need for a personal 
reformation?

the church has come a long 
way since the reformation. in the 
days of Martin Luther the situ-
ation was that the bible was the 
monopoly of the priests and ordi-
nary people had no way of know-
ing what it said. but many people 
now know better about doctrines 
and practices than Martin Luther 

himself! Access to Bibles in differ-
ent languages and translations, 
commentaries and teachings is 
at a peak now, not only with the 
printed matter but more so with 
the electronic medium and the 
internet. yet, it is a fact that no 
two believers can agree on ev-
erything! why do we stand ‘loyal’ 
to our pastor or our local church 
so much that we block out every-
thing that ‘others’ have to say? 
if we had but studied our bibles 
better and been willing to listen 
to what others had to say and 
perhaps get corrected by them, 
would we not have progressed 
more towards oneness among the 
believers? this reformation also 
has to start with our mind before 
it can lead to changes in practice.

Most believers face some diffi-
culty or another, whether it is in 
the area of money, health, rela-
tionship, work, spiritual growth, 
etc. then it usually follows that 
people’s lives are like boats tied to 
the pier with a rope, not station-
ary but moving, but able to move 
only within what the length of 
the rope allows. they are always 
thinking about their problems, 
and their prayers are also about 
those. they are unable to make 
progress and they have no time 
or thought about reaching out 
to others. as a result, they miss 
the opportunity for carrying out 
the ministry god has planned for 
each one of them. Consequently, 
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they also get slowed down in 
their own personal growth be-
cause it is through serving the 
others that much of our own de-
velopment takes place. one area 
which needs reformation is in our 
sense of responsibility towards 
others which can be expressed in 
many different ways. Our respon-
sibility does not end when we 
give money to the church, but it 
begins with concern for the need 
we see around us and goes on to 
praying for them and then doing 
what god strengthens us to do.

the discovery by Martin Lu-
ther that our salvation is not by 
works but ‘only by faith’ was a 
big game changer at that time. 
however, during the 500 years 
that followed, salvation by faith 
has slowly got replaced by ‘only 
faith’ meaning that if we have 
faith nothing more is required! 
faithfulness is considered to be 
optional by many, and personal 
victory like a Ph.D. which very 
few saints pursue! bible literacy 
has become rare among ‘bible 
believing believers’, and so ‘nomi-
nal believers’ are increasing in 
number. People are content with 
church membership and assume 
that god’s grace will cover ev-
ery lack in their lives. a radical 
reformation is necessary among 
believers in this area. if and when 
that takes place, it will force ref-
ormation to come in the churches 
themselves.

‘Sola scriptura’ was another 
war cry of the reformation. this 
meant that for every matter 
concerning the church and 
spiritual issues, the bible will be 
taken as the only final authority. 
that has changed with time, 
even though evangelicals still 
pay lip-service to this precept. 
what is happening in practice is 
that the opinions of scientists, 
psychologists, and other ‘experts’ 
are being accepted as being of a 
greater authority than the bible. 
how can this be right if we still 
believe that the bible is the word 
of god and that instructions given 
in it (understood rightly) are 
directions from god himself to 
us? these are the days when, in 
many cases, church leadership is 
bowing down to politically correct 
positions, even when they are in 
direct opposition to the biblical 
stipulations. this is happening 
when the people in churches are 
letting it happen because they 
do not know which position to 
take themselves. a ‘bottom up’ 
reformation is required here 
as believers equip themselves 
to become aware of issues and 
relevant in the decision making 
process.

too many times, the people 
in churches are subservient to 
their leaders, letting the leaders 
get away with wrong or careless 
teaching, manipulation of emo-
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tions to get the people to do what 
the leaders want, feeding them-
selves rather than feeding their 
flock, etc. They are cowed down 
before the leaders through fear 
of calamity that might happen if 
they dared to question the lead-
ers. Since many people’s knowl-
edge of spiritual truths is only 
second-hand from whatever their 
leaders have handed down, the 
leaders are not really accountable 
before the people for what they 
do. this needs reformation. be-
lievers have to take responsibility 
for their own lives and not allow 
themselves to be under the abso-
lute control of their leaders. ob-
viously, not everyone can handle 
this, and some will need constant 
hand-holding. but others need to 
wake up and realise where the 
current is taking them and make 
appropriate changes.

another major decline that 
has happened is in the area of 
parenting. Parents are supposed 
to train their children in the 
ways of the Lord (Prov.22:6) and 
pass on to the next generation 
the values and truths they 
have learned from the Lord 
(Deut.31:10-13). Many parents 
seem to have relinquished this 
responsibility by assuming that it 
would be taken care of by Sunday 
schools and Christian schools. 
the result can be observed in the 
bible literacy levels of youngsters 

who are not even sure whether 
David and goliath were among 
the disciples of Jesus! these 
youngsters are the ones who 
take over worship services and 
youth ministries and progress 
towards leading churches. we 
can only shake with fear at the 
thought of where the church will 
be ten years from now at this 
rate, if nothing changes. what 
needs to change is the attitude 
towards parenting. the future 
reformation of the church is 
in the hands of the Christian 
parents today.

“Now I rejoice in my sufferings 
for your sake, and in my flesh I do 
my share on behalf of his body, 
which is the church, in filling up 
what is lacking in Christ’s afflic-
tions” (Col.1:24). Paul realised 
very clearly that there was some-
thing that he had to do in order 
for the body of Christ to function 
properly. otherwise, what Christ 
had suffered for would not be 
fully accomplished. our personal 
reformation has to start from this 
point, hoping that in our small 
way we shall be able to contrib-
ute towards the reformation of 
the church. 

Jacob Ninan
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the holy bible is a 
passionate song that 
sings the deep love of 

god towards humanity. the old 
testament could be termed as the 
history of divine love to the nation 
of israel. but the New testament is 
a beautiful song of the love of god 
towards the entire human race – 
different tribes, languages, races, 
cultures, nationalities, etc. take 
a look at the great sacrifice of the 
Lord Jesus Christ on the cross; that 
great love of Christ, who loves even 
His enemies and offers Himself 
sacrificially to save sinners!

the apostle Paul wrote about 
the characteristics of the love 
of god in 1 Corinthians 13:4-8. 
this supreme love of god is 
represented by the word agape 
in the Greek language. We find 
seven positive and nine negative 
aspects of divine love here.

Positive Aspects: 

Patient, kind, rejoices with the 
truth, bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures 
all things. 

APPRECIATING THE LOVE 
OF GOD

we can receive the true love of God which is valuable  
and abiding.

Negative Aspects: 

Not jealous, does not brag, 
not arrogant, does not act 
unbecomingly, does not seek 
its own, not provoked, does 
not take into account a wrong 
suffered, does not rejoice in 
unrighteousness, never fails.

Look at this great love of god 
(agape) - see how superior this is 
to our human love, which is full of 
selfishness, pride, anger, etc.

but here is the good news - our 
heavenly Father desires to fill our 
heart with this unique love of 
his! 

Through The Holy Spirit

how can we receive this agape 
love of god? yes, we too can have 
this love if we seek with sincerity 
of heart and a deep sense of need. 
“the love of god has been poured 
out within our hearts through 
the holy Spirit who was given to 
us” (rom.5:5). god’s plan is not 
to improve upon our natural, 
human love. on the other hand, 
god himself takes the initiative 
to fill us with His supreme love 
through the agency of the holy 

JOSE MATHEW
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Spirit. John the baptist said, “a 
man can receive nothing unless it 
has been given him from heaven” 
(Jn.3.27). we can receive the true 
love of god which is valuable and 
abiding only if it is given us by 
him from above. in other words, 
we can never grow this divine 
love in us by our own efforts.

what are the special character-
istics of this divine love?

Redeeming Love

“because the Lord loved you 
and kept the oath which he 
swore to your forefathers, the 
Lord brought you out by a mighty 
hand and redeemed you from the 
house of slavery, from the hand of 
Pharaoh king of egypt” (Deut.7.8). 
the love of god is one which seeks 
the human race, which was lost 
from god’s family, pays the price 
and redeems it. Once we are filled 
with this love, we too will become 
partners with the Lord Jesus in 
his redemptive work; we will go 
out in search of lost souls, and 
become his witnesses.

Everlasting Love

“i have loved you with an 
everlasting love; therefore i have 
drawn you with loving kindness” 
(Jer.31:3). god’s love is unfailing 
and unending. it continues to 
love those who threaten and 
persecute; it will not change to 
hatred, revenge or haughtiness. 
the love of god abides till the end, 

reacts with goodness to any kind 
of words, deeds or behaviour of 
others!

Sacrificing Love

“god so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall 
not perish, but have eternal life” 
(Jn.3:16). what a unique picture 
of the sacrificial love of God! The 
Father in heaven offered His only 
Son as a sin-offering, to take away 
our sin. today, it is the heavenly 
Father’s good pleasure to fill our 
hearts with such an unselfish, 
sacrificial love.

Forgiving Love

“but god demonstrates his 
own love towards us, in that 
while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us” (rom.5:8). 
think, what a great and noble 
love this is, that does not keep 
accounts of the sins of humanity 
– but forgives them all on the 
basis of the atoning death of his 
Son! and our god is delighted 
to pour out this love to us – the 
love that does not remember or 
keep accounts of the evil done by 
others, but fully forgives them. 
Shall we not accept this love?

Merciful Love

“but god, being rich in mercy, 
because of his great love with 
which he loved us...” (eph.2.4). 
our god is immensely rich in 
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mercy.  Just meditate on the love 
of god that is saturated with 
loving kindness. Let us also seek 
for this love of god that shows 
mercy and compassion to others. 

Adopting Love

“See how great a love the 
father has bestowed on us, that 
we would be called the children 
of god” (1Jn.3:1). what a great 
wideness of heart! this great 
love that receives orphans and 
hopeless ones by adoption to 
his own family and makes them 
all co-heirs with his own Son, is 
mind-boggling! a good father 
who equally loves people from all 
nations, tribes, races, languages, 
and people from slums, forests, 
deserts, mountains, etc.!

Shall we Respond? 

how do we respond to this 
superior love of god? 

firstly, let us thankfully 
appreciate this gracious love 
– never taking it casually. 
Secondly, let us grow up to a 
holy and victorious Christian 
living, being apprehended by 
this captivating love. thirdly, we 
need to keep on praying to god, 
that this love be poured more 
and more into our hearts by the 
holy Spirit.

And finally, being compelled 
by this love of god, we are to 
lead others around us to Christ 
– people who live in sin and are 
headed to eternal hell-fire. Are 
we ready to accept the challenge 
of this compelling love? 

Jose Mathew,  
formerly a bank officer, 

is a Bible teacher, author, 
pastor and trainer of 
Missionaries based in 

Trivandrum.
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Dr. Daniel Sathiaraj 
retired from St John’s 

PG College, Hyderabad, 
where he taught Computer 

Science. He lives in 
Hyderabad.

noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 
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it was Dr. billy graham who 
said, “you can’t prevent a 
crow from flying over your 

head, but you can surely prevent 
it from building a nest on your 
head.” he was referring to what 
we do with the random thoughts 
that comes to our mind. 

a glaring example in the bible 
of a person allowing the devil to 
build a nest in his head is Judas 
iscariot, the betrayer. why did he 
betray Jesus? was it an impulsive 
act? reading John 13:2, along with 
v.27, answers this question. we 
see that Satan had put a thought 
into him to betray Jesus (Jn.13:2). 
Later, we see Satan ‘entered him’ 
(v.27). what happened to Judas 
after that was beyond his control. 
what was going on during the 
time between a passing thought 
was put in, to the time when 
Satan entered him? why didn’t 
Satan enter him in the beginning 
itself? 

he did not do so simply because 
he could not enter him at that 
stage. he had to see what the 
man would do with that passing 
thought. Judas allowed Satan 

THOUGHTS AND  
T H O U G H T S

Satan sows evil passing thoughts into each one of us.

to build a mansion in his head 
because he fondly entertained 
that evil thought. he may have 
been so busy building on that 
thought, that nothing else may 
have occupied his mind after 
that! in the beginning he must 
have been repulsed by that very 
thought. but he got so caught 
up with the reward, and his 
resistance to that repulsive idea 
slowly dissolved. the thought of 
the reward blinded him so much 
that he could so easily execute the 
unthinkable act!

Satan sows such evil passing 
thoughts into each one of us. why 
do some of us fall for it, and others 
are able to resist the temptation? 
The difference is in the treatment 
that such thoughts receive from 
us. if we think about it a second 
time, then a third time..., before 
we know it, we would have 
thought about it a hundred times. 
that second thought is the crucial 
moment. that is the moment 
to apply a sudden break to your 
train of thoughts.

it is not the fear of punishment 
which should deter us from 
thinking the wrong thoughts, 
or doing the wrong act, but 

LILY ABRAHAM
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what we are doing to ourselves. 
entertaining the wrong thoughts 
gives Satan the opportunity to 
enter us and make us do such evil 
acts, that we may abhor ourselves 
later! that is what happened to 
Judas. he said, “i have sinned by 
betraying innocent blood,” and 
went and hanged himself.

through every sinful thought 
we are opening the door of our 
lives to Satan. once we start being 
influenced by Satan, there is no 
telling where it may lead us. it 
can take us through roads which 
we never dreamt of treading! Like 
the tongue, it can set your whole 
life on fire (Jas.3:6).

So, be careful about what you 
do with each thought that comes 
to your mind. it may be a tinge of 
jealousy, like King Saul towards 
David, who brought a mighty 
victory for him and for god’s 
people by killing goliath, the 
Philistine champion. all that it 
took to kindle the fire of jealousy 
in him was a song that women 
sang, “Saul has slain his thousands, 
and David his ten thousands.” 
from 1 Samuel 18:6-12, we 
understand that Saul became 
angry because they ascribed to 
David ten thousands and to him 
only thousands. his evil thoughts 
started acquiring wings from then 
on. “So, Saul eyed David from that 
day forward” (v9). that is when 
Satan entered him. he even made 

an attempt on David’s life soon 
enough, under the influence of 
the ‘distressing spirit from the 
Lord’; but David escaped. Verse 
12 is very telling. “Now Saul was 
afraid of David, because the Lord 
was with him, but had departed 
from Saul.” Like a mad man, he 
wasted the rest of his life chasing 
an innocent man to kill him and 
finally ended losing his own life! 
the course of his whole life was 
changed for the worse, because 
he entertained that one thought 
of jealousy.

or, it could be a tinge of hatred 
like that of the colleagues of 
Daniel, over his possible elevation 
in the office. They manipulated 
King Darius to such an extent that 
Daniel was finally cast into the 
den of lions. but the story does 
not end there. Daniel 6:23 says, 
“No injury whatever was found 
on him because he believed in 
his god.” but instead, the haters 
of Daniel, who conspired against 
him, ended up in the lions’ den, 
not only by themselves, but with 
their families. by entertaining 
the thoughts of hatred, they 
endangered not only their own 
lives, but also of their families!

it is thought-provoking to 
note that in these three cases, it 
ended up in the death of those 
who entertained the evil thought. 
it may also be other feelings 
like pride, anger, lust or greed; 
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they can only take us to the sure 
destination of destruction.

We find one exception to this in 
the life of David. in his case too, it 
was the second look and then the 
succeeding looks at the bathing 
Bathsheba, which finally ended 
up in his sins of adultery and 
murder. god took the initiative 
to bring David back to himself 
in repentance. when Nathan, the 
prophet, confronted him through 
a story, he was convinced of 
the fault and declared severe 
punishment for the cruel rich 
man. the way he responded 
when Nathan said, “you are the 
man,” made all the difference. He 
confessed, “i have sinned against 
the Lord” (2Sam.12:13). because 
of his repentant response in 
humility, god forgave his sin, (he 
did not die) though he had to bear 
the consequences.

Punishment seems to be built 
in to disobedience; so nip it in 
the bud. otherwise, before you 
know it, you may end up in a 
forest of thoughts. that is why 
we are admonished to ‘take every 
thought captive’ (2Cor.10:5) and 

to ‘watch over your heart with all 
diligence’ (Prov.4:23).

in genesis 4:7, god tells Cain, 
“if you do not do well, sin is lying 
at the door; its desire is for you. 
you should rule over it.” we know 
from the rest of the narrative that 
Cain did not heed this admonition 
of god and the consequences that 
followed. god knew his heart and 
his plan. he had the opportunity 
to turn away from his evil 
thoughts and plans. but he did 
not, and ended up as a murderer 
of his own brother!

So, let us take control of our 
thought-life, especially the 
second one. in case, we fail 
at some point, let us repent, 
following the example of David, 
and not of the others. our god 
is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness, if we confess 
them (1Jn.1:9).

Lily Abraham  
lives in Mumbai. She 

enjoys leading groups in 
Inductive Bible Study.

we wish to bring to your notice that in the article by Suresh Manoharan 
called Motion, reformation and celebration - Part 1 in the January 2018 
issue, “reformation can broadly be divided into the following ages” 
appearing after the first five paragraphs may be kindly read us “Church 
history can broadly be divided into the following ages.” we deeply regret 
the error.

Corrigendum
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twenty years ago, i 
visited the golconda 
fort in hyderabad. it 

was considered an invincible 
fort built by the Qutb Shahi kings 
in the 1500s. At first, all that we 
saw was ruins of an old fort. but a 
guide offered his services.

the guided tour was amazing. 
the engineers of those days had 
taken into account all the possible 
ways an enemy could attack, and 
they had created a design so that 
the fort was invincible. the fort is 
surrounded by a wall 11 km long 
and has several gates. During an 
invasion, battering rams were 
used to knock the gates down. 
those who built the fort designed 
a curtain wall in front of each 
gate. So, the enemy would have 
to go round and, as such, lose the 
momentum, and would be unable 
to use it to knock down the gates. 
the enemy could use elephants to 
break the gates. but the gates had 
iron spikes which would injure 
the elephants and prevent them 
from breaking the gate. on either 
side of the gate, on the inside, 
were huge cauldrons in which 
they could heat up the oil, which 
was poured on the enemy if they 
came climbing on the walls with 

GUARDING OUR HEART-PART-I
God is asking us to learn to look at the heart rather  

than judge people.

ladders. they also had lined up 
large stone boulders on the wall, 
which could be used for the same 
purpose.

there is a hill right in the 
middle of the fort, from which 
one can see about 12 miles in all 
directions. they could spot an 
army marching and ensure that 
all the gates were closed in time. 
there is another engineering 
acoustic marvel. one can stand 
under a dome, right behind a 
gate at the foot of this hill and 
another colleague could stand at 
the top of the hill, 120 m high and 
one km away, and if one clapped, 
the sound would get amplified 
and reach the top. in fact, the 
people in the palace courts had 
developed a whole range of 
signals through the claps. the 
signals were quickly conveyed 
through claps. the emissary who 
brought the news could convey 
the same through claps.

within the fort area, there were 
three lakes. if the enemy shot 
an arrow, dipped in poison, the 
arrow could cause great harm. So 
a wall was built before each of the 
lakes. the wall would block the 
arrow. if the arrow cleared the 
wall, then the wall was so high 
the arrow would clear the lake as 
well.

STANLEY MEHTA
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there was a mosque on the top 
of the hill. and an enemy, who 
was a follower of islam, would 
not fire his canon at the mosque. 
and these people had stored all 
their ammunition in a basement 
right below the mosque.

they had perceived every 
strategy of the enemy in warfare 
those days and taken necessary 
precautionary measures. in short, 
the fort was considered invincible. 
but it was invaded twice. and both 
the times, the enemy defeated 
them. how come? the enemy 
had bribed their way through the 
watchman to open the door and 
they came in. in other words, the 
builders of the fort took all the 
precautions, but forgot the most 
important one and that was to 
guard the hearts of the people. 
“above all else, guard your heart, 
for it is the wellspring of life…” 
(Prov.4:23).

The Heart  Is Important

the word ‘heart’ is found 
963 times in the bible. in these 
usages, the heart can mean the 
mind, the emotions, the will, or 
the inner man. it can even refer to 
the person as a whole. 

the bible portrays the heart 
negatively as it uses words like 
hard, deceitful, bitter, evil, proud, 
stubborn, obstinate, grudging, 
despairing, fearful, terror-filled, 
sad, faint heart, guilty, anguished, 
blighted, withered, conniving, 
lustful, perverse, foolish, anxious 

heart, raging, envious, hasty, ar-
rogant, corrupt, afflicted, delud-
ed, rebellious, avenging, uncir-
cumcised haughty, pierced, stony, 
idolatrous, malicious, adulterous 
and unforgiving to describe it. 
that’s quite a list.

but the bible also talks about 
a different kind of heart: a heart 
that is rejoicing, faithful, discern-
ing, wise, full of integrity, respon-
sive, devoted, seeking after god, 
upright, singing, happy, joyful, 
cheerful, glad, strong, righteous, 
blameless, pure, contrite, bro-
ken, steadfast, undivided, secure, 
obedient, free, trembling, heart 
of flesh, noble and good, sincere, 
encouraged, refreshed. what a 
much better list!

i do not know the condition of 
your heart. Is it in the first cat-
egory or the second? 

The Lord Looks At The Heart

when we look at a person, we 
look at his designer clothes, his 
designation, his degrees, his 
titles, his physique, his looks, his 
mannerisms, his personality, his 
hair style, the model of car that 
he drives, etc. all these make a 
statement and gives the person a 
celebrity status. it causes others 
to ape after him. Such a person 
defines ‘success’.

when Samuel was considering 
the sons of Jesse, trying to 
determine which one the Lord 
has chosen, he looked on one of 
the sons of Jesse, a tall towering 
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personality. and Samuel was 
almost sure it must be this guy. 
but god said to him, “but the Lord 
said to Samuel, ‘Do not consider 
his appearance or his height, for i 
have rejected him. the Lord does 
not look at the things man looks 
at. Man looks at the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks at 
the heart’” (1Sam.16:7).

in an aircraft, there are categories 
of seats – first class, business class 
and economy class. at times there 
are seats vacant in the first class or 
business class and the senior staff 
are given the privilege to upgrade 
any passenger of their choice. So 
who would they select? imagine 
among all the people there are two 
kinds of people. in the economy 
section is a well-dressed man, 
perhaps suited and carrying a 
designer brief case. and there is 
another man wearing a t-Shirt, 
and a worn out pant. whom do 
you think they are likely to choose 
to upgrade? If you were the staff, 
whom would you chose?

Let’s look at another scenario. 
Let’s think of the choir. Some of 
them are very gifted, and some 
are very ordinary singers. Say 
one of the singers is singing ‘off-
tune’ at a certain section in the 
song. it jars. you are controlling 
the Pa system and all the mikes 
are in your hand. what would you 
do? wouldn’t you just turn down 
his or her mike? if you were in the 
audience, wouldn’t you say, “why 
doesn’t he shut up?”

but the Lord said, “i have no 
problem with his singing. that 
man’s voice is out of tune, but his 
heart is perfectly in tune with Me. 
actually, i have a problem with 
some others on the stage, whom 
you consider gifted. they have 
come to show off, rather than to 
worship Me. ” “if we had forgotten 
the name of our god or spread 
out our hands to a foreign god, 
would not god have discovered 
it, since he knows the secrets of 
the heart?” (Psa.44:20,21).

god knows our hearts and all 
the secrets of our hearts as well.

i have seen some visitors come 
to our church after a very long 
interval. they are thrilled to see 
the growth of the church and 
want to take a photograph of all 
the people in the church, so that 
they can show it to their spouse 
back home. 

but i think, that if Jesus were to 
come here and take a photograph 
with his X-ray camera, what would 
he see? about you? about me? he 
knows the secrets of the heart.

when it says god looks at the 
heart, he is asking us to learn 
to look at the heart rather than 
judge people by their outward 
appearance.

Stanley Mehta   
is a former pastor and 

present chairman of 
Gateway Ministries 

International. He resides in 
Bengaluru.
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Sola Scriptura (Bible alone)

this essentially means that the 
infallible word of god has to be 
the sole basis for understanding 
god’s counsel in any matter. take 
for instance, Mary’s mediatory 
role which the Catholic Church 
was deifying. the reformers 
defied it on the basis of truth-
defining Scripture portions such 
as John 14:6 and 1timothy 2:5, 
which leave none in doubt that 
the mediatory role belongs to 
Jesus and Jesus alone.

Present day Christendom 
needs to bank upon the bible 
alone, in immediately identifying 
the ‘wolves who come in sheep’s 
clothing’ (Matt.7:15;2tim.4:3). 
there is no shortage of prosperity 
gospel preachers in the present 
scenario who would pander to 
those with ‘itching ears’ assuring 
them of ‘riches all the way’ in 
following Christ, when the truth 
is to the contrary (Php.3:18-21). 
the early church preached the 
gospel of adversity (Jn.16:30; 
acts.14:22;Php.1:30).

MOTION, REFORMATION 
AND CELEBRATION – PART 2

The goal of all of Christian life is to give glory to God alone.

SURESH MANOHARAN i would encourage all Christians 
to take a leaf out of the berean 
believers’ book, by cross-checking 
all that is preached, with the bible 
(acts.17:10-12). it pays to be 
well-grounded in the Scripture, 
for then only we can distinguish 
between a teaching which is in 
conformity with it and the one 
which is not.

Sola Fide (Faith alone)

habakkuk 2:4b which formed 
the crux of the life-changing, 
reformation-triggering bible 
portion (rom.1:17) of Martin 
Luther would read as, “The 
righteous shall live by his faith” 
in most of the translations. the 
Living bible captures the essence 
of it better by paraphrasing it 
thus: “this good News tells us 
that god makes us ready for 
heaven—makes us right in god’s 
sight—when we put our faith and 
trust in Christ to save us. this is 
accomplished from start to finish 
by faith...” (emphasis mine).

the key operative words 
are ‘from start to finish by 
faith’ meaning we get to right 
relationship with the almighty on 
earth and eventually go to heaven 
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not by acts such as a one-time 
demonstration of human will as 
seen in scaling 28 steps of Scala 
Sancta but by being ‘born again’ 
by placing our trust solely on the 
atoning work of Christ on the 
cross to cleanse us of our sins, and 
by the consistent walk of faith. 
we would be working out our 
salvation day-by–day (bearing 
the cross faithfully) through the 
power of the joyous, indwelling 
holy Spirit, who is given to every 
Christian at the time of his/
her regeneration (acts.13:52;
rom.15:13;Php.2:12), like Paul 
(2tim.4:6-7;Matt.24:13).

Sola Gratia (Grace alone)

the papal mandate said, for 
example, that continual recital of 
a certain prayer or performance 
of some good deeds or purchase 
of an indulgence by shelling out 
some money is required to absolve 
one’s sins. but the reformers took 
a Scriptural stand that the body 
and the blood of Jesus broken 
and shed for us at Calvary alone 
can cleanse us of our sins, be 
it at the time of regeneration 
(heb.10:10) or in the course of 
a Christian’s journey (1Jn.1:7). 
thus, forgiveness at all times that 
a penitent Christian obtains from 
the ‘Divine Judiciary’ is purely an 
act of grace by the father, seated 
on his throne of grace (heb.4:16). 
it has everything to do with the 

propitiatory work completed by 
his Son on the cross and nothing 
to do with any of the ‘good works’ 
the errant believers may have 
performed to merit the divine 
forgiveness of his sins.

historians tell us that with 
their warped theology, Catholics 
virtually ‘fired’ James 2:24 which 
states, ‘that a person is justified 
by works and not by faith alone’ 
at Martin Luther. they did not 
properly understand that Paul 
(read eph.2:10) and James 
actually were not contradicting 
each other but rather only 
complementing each other in the 
profound subject of ‘cause and 
effect’. Genuine redemptive faith 
is bound to result in good deeds 
and not vice-versa, as some good 
deeds can be performed through 
sheer human determination 
also. those done with hands not 
cleansed by the blood of Christ 
do not find any favour with the 
father.

the doctrine of hyper grace 
(you can commit any sin after 
becoming a Christian) has 
been on the prowl throughout 
church history (much of Jude’s 
epistle was spent in addressing 
that grave issue). it is always 
worthwhile to temper the subject 
of god’s marvellous grace with 
what happened to some in the 
Corinthian church who attempted 
to take ‘god’s grace for granted’. 
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of them, these sombre words 
have been recorded, “...many of 
you are weak and sick, and some 
have even died” (1Cor.11:30 tLb), 
in perfect fulfilment of the words 
recorded in romans 6:15-16.

Solo Christo (Christ alone)

with the despicable doctrine 
that viewed Mary as the divine 
mediator pervading the Catho-
lic church, the reformers went 
about reorienting the church to 
what the inerrant Scripture has 
taught regarding Christ’s media-
tory role. they emphasised that 
he alone is the way, Mediator and 
that there is salvation in no other 
name under the sky than in his  
(Jn.14:6;1tim.2:5;rom.8:34;act.
4:12).

is there any ‘Protestant church’ 
today that claims that “member-
ship” in their church alone guar-
antees salvation? then, examine 
their claims in the light of the 
afore-referred Scripture portions. 
Christianity which emphasises 

faithful, personal relationship 
with Christ (based on the Scrip-
ture) is the key to salvation, but 
not ‘church-ianity’.

Soli Deo Gloria

glory belongs to god alone. god’s 
glory is the central motivation 
for salvation, not improving the 
lives of people – though that is a 
wonderful bye-product. god is 
not a means to an end – he is the 
means and the end.

the goal of all of Christian 
life is to give glory to god alone 
who would like not to share his 
glory with anyone (isa.42:8), 
be it any church leader or any 
church affiliation. “Whether you 
eat or drink, or whatever you 
do, do all to the glory of god” 
(1Cor.10:31).

Suresh Manoharan  
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omnipresence baffles rea-
son. how can someone 
be at all places at the 

same time? to say that the doc-
trine of divine infinitude implies 
omnipresence is not enough, for 
God is not an infinite ocean that 
fills all space, analogically speak-
ing; he is a person. therefore, the 
doctrine is a pure tenet of faith. 
human attempts to explain om-
nipresence may either pluralise 
god, as immanent to all things 
(pantheism) or reduce all things 
to a mere manifestation of the 
one (monism). Polytheism has 
no place for omnipresence. indu-
bitably then, the doctrine that the 
personal god is omnipresent is a 
pure tenet of faith that baffles all 
explanation. but, we can delin-
eate a few implications from the 
doctrine.

Occupation Of All Space

Material objects occupy space. 
But, God is Spirit. Divine infinity 
doesn’t mean that God’s infinite 
presence takes up all space for 
anything else; which is, obviously, 
not the case. god’s presence in 
the world, therefore, cannot be 

OMNIPRESENCE
The doctrine that the personal God is omnipresent is a pure 

tenet of faith that baffles all explanation.

DOMENIC MARBANIANG detected by physical instruments 
of any kind; for, god is Spirit.

Divine Distribution Over All 
Space

if i say that a table is present 
in my room, it means that 
different parts of the table occupy 
different parts of the space in 
the room. however, god, as 
Spirit, is not composed of parts; 
so, omnipresence is not to be 
imagined in corporeal terms. 
of course, Scripture does talk 
figuratively of God as enthroned 
in heaven with earth as his 
footstool; however, these only 
express the fact that god rules over 
the universe and that the earth 
is at his feet. it also expresses 
the supremacy of god over all 
sizes whatsoever. this doesn’t 
mean that god can be divided 
into parts. augustine (354-430) 
observed it well: “although in 
speaking of him we say that god 
is everywhere present, we must 
resist carnal ideas and withdraw 
our mind from our bodily senses, 
and not imagine that god is 
distributed through all things 
by a sort of extension of size, as 
earth or water or air or light are 
distributed” (Letter 187).
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“Nevertheless, he is not 
distributed through space by size 
so that half of him should be in 
half the world and half in the other 
half of it. he is wholly present in 
all of it in such wise as to be wholly 
in heaven alone and wholly in the 
earth alone and wholly in heaven 
and earth together; not confined 
in any place, but wholly in himself 
everywhere” (Letter 187).

Indwelling Of Every Entity

Divine omnipresence doesn’t 
mean that god is present in 
all things as indwelling each 
entity, be it stone, atom, or an 
organism. omnipresence is 
not indwelling presence. god is 
everywhere doesn’t mean god 
dwells everywhere. the Scripture 
makes it clear that god dwells in 
heaven and that god indwells 
those who receive him by faith.

God Is Fully Present Everywhere

our presence is material and 
finite; but, divine presence is 
spiritual and infinite. For instance, 
take god’s presence in relation 
to an area. god’s presence is full 
over 1000 sq km in the same 
way that god’s presence is full 
over 1 sq km or 1 sq m or 1 sq 
mm. his presence over 1000 sq 
km doesn’t mean that he is not 
fully present (or is only half-
present) over 500 sq km. Now, 
we know that, conceptually, this 
divisibility of space is infinite. 

one cannot conceive of a point 
where one cannot divide space 
anymore. Nevertheless, one can 
talk of divine omnipresence as 
full infinitely everywhere.

God Can Do Different Things At 
Different Places At The Same 
Time

this again, evidently, is a 
statement of faith. 

God Can Move In Space

the bible talks of god’s presence 
moving with his people. and he 
said, “My presence will go with 
you, and i will give you rest.” then 
he said to him, “if your presence 
does not go with us, do not bring 
us up from here” (exo.33:14,15 
NKJ).

God’s Presence Everywhere 
Doesn’t Make The Universe 
Divine

the view that all things 
are divine because god is in 
everything is pantheism, which 
is antithetical to the biblical view 
of god as the Creator of all things. 
God’s presence is not affected by 
what happens to things. 

Physical Concept Of Space-time

thus, it is not right to talk of 
god’s omnipresence as applicable 
to time in the sense in which some 
talk of god as already being there 
in the future before we get there. 
this would also falsely mean that 
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things are already there, in fact 
we are already there, before we 
get there (then, in what sense 
does one talk of getting there?). 
theology fails when it tries to 
comply with rational categories or 
empirical concepts; some of which 
are themselves controversial. the 
source of faith is hearing and the 
source of hearing is the word of 
god, nothing else.

God’s Presence In Heaven And 
His Indwelling Presence In A 
Child Of God

thus, while we can talk of god 
as present in heaven and also 
present in hell (Psa.139:8), hell is 
certainly the opposite of heaven, 
and to be in heaven is to be with 
god while to be in hell is to be 
separated from the presence of 
god (2Cor.5:8;2thes.1:9).

Christ Is Present Everywhere

but, Christ is ascended to 
heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of god (heb.1:3). Christ is 
with his disciples (Matt.28:20). 
Christ indwells the believer’s 
heart (eph.3:17). Christ is coming 
back for his church. and, when he 
comes back, we shall be with him 
forever (1thes.4:16-17). this 
might appear foolish to people 
and they may make fun of it. 
however, given the fact that god is 
Spirit and He is infinite, accepting 
the truth of divine omnipresence 
and also his special indwelling 
presence as well as his return is 
reasonable to faith.
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you may have heard the 
story of a man who 
had ordered a desktop 

computer from ibM when they 
came into the market. the 
system was delivered with clear 
instructions on how to set it up. 
he read the basic instructions, 
figured out how to set it up and 
started using it. after using it for 
a few weeks, he wrote to ibM 
asking them to replace the coffee 
mug holder that came with the 
computer. The staff in the tech 
department were at a loss to 
figure out what the customer was 
talking about. they called him to 
find out what he was saying. They 
sent their representative to check 
it out. when asked to show the 
coffee mug holder, the customer 
pressed what happened to be a 
button that brings out the CD roM 
drive and out came the broken CD 
tray. the customer did not know 
what a CD roM drive was and 
mistook the CD tray for a coffee 
mug holder and started using it 
as one, and it broke. the moral of 
the story: if you don’t know how 

PASSIONATE TO PURSUE 
A PURPOSE

“Nothing great in the world has been accomplished without 
passion” (George Hagel, German philosopher).

SAMSON GANDHI to use a thing, you are bound to 
abuse it. Just as it is important 
to know the purpose of various 
things in life, it is even more 
important to know the purpose 
of life itself.

it is important to have a purpose 
in life, and the joy of life is in 
pursuing that purpose.

adam was given the task of 
tending the garden and naming 
the animals. adam and eve were 
asked to be fruitful and multiply; 
subdue the earth and have 
dominion over all the creation 
(gen.1:28). Powerful projects to 
be excited all their life. Purpose 
gives excitement. Life is boring 
without a meaningful pursuit. it 
can even be depressing.

People without a purpose are 
drifters. to them, the grass is 
always greener on the other side 
because they do not know the 
value of what they have. there is 
no sense of joy nor satisfaction 
in their lives because they have 
not set out to pursue anything 
significant or with any vigour. 
Such people never experience 
a sense of achievement and 
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consequently the joy of achieving. 
on the contrary, those that have 
a clear purpose are confident, 
energetic and focussed. they are 
clear in their mind and pursue 
their goals with passion. they are 
more joyful for having achieved a 
purpose and generous in sharing 
the fruits of such success. i am 
not saying that purpose alone will 
give you joy as there are other 
factors like family and friends 
who could enhance the joy of 
pursuing a purpose. Purposeful 
people can weather unexpected 
storms. they keep going in the 
face of adversity (rom.8:35-39).

Jesus had a clear purpose in his 
life on earth. he came to proclaim 
and establish the kingdom of god. 
he did it in three short years. he 
was clear about his purpose, and 
passionate to fulfil it. He was 
never distracted by anything that 
did not contribute to his purpose, 
even the ministry of healing. 
they wanted to make him king, 
but he turned it down. Someone 
requested Jesus to go and settle 
a property dispute. it was not 
part of his brief; so stayed clear 
of it. his purpose and timing was 
impeccable. thirdly, he was clear 
about his purpose and timing as 
he had his ear inclined to the 
voice of his father. therefore, 
purposes in life, the time table 
to fulfil them and a step-by-step 
direction to accomplish them 
come from our heavenly father.

abraham found his purpose in 
the call of god to separate himself 
so that nations could come from 
him to be god’s people. Moses 
took up the purpose to liberate 
the people of israel from bondage 
to freedom and the Promised 
Land. Peter was to become the 
foundation of the church Christ 
was to build. Paul purposed to 
take the gospel to the gentiles. 
all of them received revelation 
and developed a divine sense of 
purpose. they had to bid his time 
and wait on him to receive clear 
instructions to accomplish it.

Purposes are not only about 
liberating nations, occupying 
promised lands and turning 
nations to Christ. they could 
also be simple things like 
mopping floors, serving meals, 
keeping gates, driving vehicles, 
etc. teaching students, building 
bridges, keeping books, raising 
crops and healing people are a 
few others. what we do becomes 
purposeful when we know that 
god has given us this task, he 
will tell us when and how to do 
it. Like abraham, Moses or Paul, 
we may not have heard god’s 
voice through thunder about our 
purpose in life. in the words of 
Paul, “whatever you do, work at 
it with all your heart, as working 
for the Lord, not for men, since 
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you know that you will receive 
an inheritance from the Lord 
as a reward” (Col.3:23,24). 
therefore, no matter what the 
task, it assumes a divine sense 
of purpose when we do it for the 
Lord and the reward is sure.

Very few people end up doing 
what they like. Most people 
unwittingly choose what pays 
more or what gives them 
importance and an easy life. 
Such motivations can land us in 
most unfulfilling and frustrating 
situations. if you are in such an 
unsatisfying situation do not 
leave your post till the Lord 
shows you another, beyond a 
shadow of doubt. till such time, 
steel yourself to give your best 
to the task at hand. that is your 
godly purpose for now.

as much as purposes for our lives 
come from god, they generate an 
energy of their own (passion, if 
you like) when they are done for 
Him with love. It is not the profile 
of the task or the setting of it that 
gives us the primary motivation, 
but the fact that we are doing 
it for him. when we miss this 
important fact, we fall into a great 
temptation of comparing our task 
with the task of another and feel 
superior or inferior. but if we are 
clear that the Master has asked 
us to do it and we do it as unto 

him with love and reverence, it 
becomes holy and sacred and 
stands by itself. that is why the 
Master rewarded the faithfulness 
of the two servants in multiplying 
their talents and punished the one 
who buried it (Matt.25:14-30). 
imagine, if the second servant 
had said, “why did the master 
give me only two talents and five 
to the other one?” and gone and 
buried his two talents. it would 
have been a terrible mistake.

every member of the body of 
Christ – the church – is expected 
to play a part, perform a function 
and contribute to her growth. 
god has given us spiritual gifts for 
such a purpose. it is important to 
discover the spiritual gifts given 
to us by god and start employing 
them in the local church you 
belong to. it is in giving that we 
receive. we will grow with the 
church too.

Pursuing purposes with 
passion is easier when our work 
is acknowledged, recognised and 
appreciated. but it may not be the 
case always. Consider the story 
of the prodigal son (Lk.15:11-
32). the father pursued his 
purpose of parenting with a 
passion irrespective of how the 
sons reacted. even today, many 
well-meaning parents sacrifice a 
lot and do many things for their 
children. Sometimes, they are just 
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ungrateful and are even abusive 
of their parents. but if we do 
what we do as unto the Lord, we 
are happy to hear commendation 
from our heavenly father for 
what we have done irrespective 
of the outcome. Sometimes, our 
bosses are not appreciative of 
our work; but if we are clear 
that our purpose is to please 
our Master, we are happy. if 
the bosses too recognise and 
acknowledge our work, it is a 
double blessing.

Just as we purpose in our 
hearts to do great things for the 
Lord, like Daniel we must also 
purpose in our hearts not to defile 
ourselves with the ways of the 
world. we must avoid the ‘lust of 
the flesh, and the lust of the eyes 
and the pride of life’ (1Jn.2:16). 
Many great men and women of 
god have fallen to the wiles of the 
Devil. watch out and be on guard 
in prayer.

over a period of time, people 
tend to become cold in the pursuit 
of a purpose, especially, when it 
is a long term goal. Nobody ever 
pleased god with a half-hearted 
approach to life. Strong words 
were given to the angel of the 
church in Laodicea: “i know your 
deeds, that you are neither cold 
nor hot. i wish you were either 
one, or the other! So, because you 
are lukewarm – neither hot nor 

cold – i am about to spit you out 
of My mouth” (rev.3:16).

Purposeful living can be exciting, 
and you might think everyone 
will fall in line and cheer you. No. 
you will be surprised that some 
of your own will oppose you, 
abandon you and even betray 
you. but remember, if you are 
about a god-given purpose, have 
a sense of divine timing and are 
prayerfully pursuing it, god is on 
your side. therefore, “if god be 
for us, who can be against us?” 
(rom.8:31).

Not only people in the bible, but 
heroes of faith (people who did 
things for god, no matter what) 
abound in every generation. in 
our own generation we have seen 
billy graham, Mother theresa and 
graham Staines. these are global 
figures, but in each nation we have 
our own home-grown heroes who 
inspire us to live purposeful lives. 
Look for someone around you 
who lives a purposeful life with a 
sense of divine mandate, perfect 
timing and spiritual direction. 
Seek their mentorship. tomorrow 
you can mentor others who seek 
such life.

Samson Gandhi  
is the founder and Executive 

Director of Person to 
Person Institute for 

Christian Counselling in 
Secunderabad.
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i am not referring here to 
Peter, the impulsive disciples 
of Jesus, the Peter who 

confessed that Jesus was Christ, 
the Peter who saw his glory on 
the mountain of transfiguration, 
the Peter who denied Jesus thrice 
in front of the servant girls, the 
Peter who wept as the cock crew 
thrice, or the Peter to whom Jesus 
told thrice to feed his lambs, but 
to Peter the aged apostle, a tall 
leader of the new early church, 
to the one who had the great 
experience of receiving the holy 
Spirit on the day of Pentecost 
and boldly preaching Jesus as a 
result of which 3000 people were 
saved, to the Peter who healed 
the man crippled from the birth 
at the temple gate, courageously 
defending before the Sanhedrin 
that it was in the name of Jesus 
that this man was healed, to the 
Peter who was an enigma to the 
Sanhedrin who did not know 
what to do with him, seeing his 
defiance and boldness to exalt 
Jesus whom they hated, to that 
Peter who raised the dead tabitha 
back to life, to the one to whom 

THE HYPOCRISY OF  
PETER

Senior believers in Christ should never be complacent in their 
spiritual life and always be alert.

J. FREDRICK DAWSON god had revealed through a vision 
that he should not call anything 
impure which god had made 
clean and sent him to the roman 
centurion Cornelius, a gentile, to 
preach about Jesus resulting in his 
conversion, along with his family. 
i am referring to such a powerful 
Peter, an important leader of the 
early church to whom believers 
looked for guidance.

it is so sad to see such a tall and 
experienced stalwart behaving 
in a hypocritical manner, in a 
matter of another 20 years, as 
recorded in galatians 2:11-14. 
Peter was then living in Jerusalem 
and had paid a visit to antioch 
where many new believers, both 
Jews and gentiles were staying. 
barnabas, a seasoned believer, 
was ministering to the newly 
converted Jews there. Paul was 
also there, the newly converted 
Pharisee, full of fire for Jesus, 
his newly-found Master, who 
had revealed him many truths 
about Christianity for more than 
a year in solitude in arabia. Peter 
did not have any hesitation to 
mingle and eat with the gentile 
believers. a little later, some 
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orthodox Jews from Jerusalem 
sent by the apostle James also 
visited the church at antioch. 
when they arrived, Peter began 
to withdraw himself from the 
gentile believers and be separate 
from them, because he was afraid 
of the Jews from Jerusalem who 
believed in treating the gentile 
believers differently from the 
Jewish believers and insisting on 
the former to follow the Law of 
Moses. Seeing Peter doing this, the 
other Jewish believers at antioch, 
including barnabas, also started 
separating themselves from the 
gentile believers. this behaviour 
of Peter was a hypocritical act and 
a clear violation of god’s orders 
that there was no difference 
between the Jewish and gentile 
believers, as he had accepted both 
of them as his children. though 
a junior believer, Paul was quick 
to recognise this hypocritical 
behaviour of Peter and was 
bold enough to confront him 
face to face in front of all others, 
explaining to them how he had 
gone wrong (gal.2:14-21). Peter 
had no answer, as he was clearly 
wrong. he failed because of the 
fear of the Jews. he, therefore, put 
on the ‘mask’ to save the situation, 
for the time being, thinking that he 
could remove the mask whenever 
needed. But definitely, he could 
not go on like this and at some 
stage he had to take a firm stand 
for the truth. i am sure that he 

must have accepted his mistake. 
even though there is no record of 
the same in the bible, two of his 
letters to the believers in asia, 
which were written much later in 
his life, lead us to infer that he has 
fallen in line with Paul.

this incident in the life of Peter 
teaches a lesson to all senior be-
lievers in Christ, advanced in age 
and experienced in the Lord. they 
should be always aware of the fact 
that in spite of all their rich and 
‘mountain-top’ experiences in the 
Lord, they are likely to trip and 
fall anytime like Peter and many 
other stalwarts of god. Samson 
judged israel for 20 years before 
committing adultery with Delilah 
and ending his life as a blind man, 
mocked and ridiculed by his en-
emies. King Solomon started very 
well, getting abundant wisdom 
from god for leading israel and 
building a magnificent temple for 
god, but was sadly weaned away 
from god by his foreign wives 
who made him build high places 
for the detestable gods of Pales-
tine, burn incense to them and of-
fer sacrifices to those gods. King 
asa did right in the eyes of the 
Lord for 40 years, before making 
wrongful treaty with a foreign 
power against god’s orders. 

as Paul warns us, “So, if you think 
you are standing firm, be careful 
that you do not fall!” (1Cor.10:12). 
therefore, believers in Christ 
should never be complacent in 
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their spiritual life and always 
be alert. the enemy is prowling 
around like a roaring lion, looking 
for someone to devour, as Peter 
himself warns us (1Pet.5:8). he 
does not differentiate between 
junior and senior believers and 
is constantly at his job. he is 
sure to be happier to trap senior 
believers! as Paul puts it, “our 
struggle is not against flesh and 
blood, but against the powers 
of this dark world and against 
the spiritual forces of evil in 
heavenly realms” (eph.6:12). for 
these spiritual forces of evil, age 
of their enemy does not matter. 
Senior believers holding high 
positions of power in various 

walks of life, in particular, have 
to be always on the guard, lest 
they should be drawn into the 
quagmire of modern thoughts and 
philosophies of life, contrary to 
the word of god and compromise 
their positions. eternal vigilance 
is the price to pay and there is 
no other way out. with the help 
of the holy Spirit with us, we 
can surely detect the trap of the 
enemy and not fall a prey to his 
evil designs.
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it is a tragedy that numerous 
people are being crushed 
to death after being hit by 

the trains running on the railway 
tracks, while walking on the 
railway tracks, by falling on the 
railway tracks from overcrowded 
trains, by falling from the train in 
the gap between the train and the 
platform while alighting or trying 
to get inside the crowded train, etc. 

Walking on the wrong track is 
the most dangerous way of life 
for many people around our busy 
metro cities. accidental deaths 
wreck human lives besides 
resulting in colossal loss to the 
nation and irreparable damage to 
families. it is a matter of national 
shame, and an unmitigated 
disaster, that our country has not 
been able to tackle the problems 
it faces to save precious lives from 
tragic accidental deaths caused 
by running on the wrong tracks.

Reaching Paradise 

“the ways of the Lord are right. 
the righteous walk in them, but 
the rebellious stumble in them” 
(hos.14:9). god has given each 
one of us a perfect track to reach 

RUNNING ON THE RIGHT 
TRACK

It is for each individual to think wisely and decide  
what his aim in life is.

M. G. MATHEWS paradise (heaven), in a fixed time 
during our life in this world and 
a limited distance to run the 
race through the right track. but 
most of us are not serious about 
running. Some people remain 
inactive, while some people 
stumble because of faultily 
stepping into the wrong track. 
yet others who are running get 
disappointed without seeing the 
goal.

but still, there are some people 
who, even though they get tired 
while running, recognise the 
power of god within themselves 
and seek divine help, to reach the 
shores of eternity safely.

Thorns And Pits

while we are running and aiming 
to reach heaven, the wicked Satan 
spreads plenty of thorns on the 
track and digs pits on our way. 
his aim is to create hindrance in 
running to reach the shores of 
eternity. he tries to darken our 
eyesight and put us in despair. 
He filters down the faith of those 
who are disappointed and unable 
to see the right track shown by 
god. the apostle Paul exhorted 
the believers in Corinth, “the 
god of this age has blinded the 
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mind of unbelievers, so that they 
cannot see the light of the gospel 
of glory of Christ” (2Cor.4:4). 
therefore, when the subtle ways 
of Satan appear on our track, we 
should destroy them ourselves 
as allegorically described by the 
prophet habakkuk, “with his 
own spear, you pierced his head” 
(hab.3:14).

Many of us have a misunder-
standing and think that unless 
we work hard to earn something 
more in our life on earth, the life 
is not enjoyable. therefore, many 
people are on the run to accumu-
late more things. in this run, many 
people go on the wrong track. al-
exander the great, who said that 
he would enjoy life after conquer-
ing the whole world, lost every-
thing which he had acquired and 
died at the age of 33. therefore, 
the word of god clearly speaks 
to those who run on the wrong 
track, “there is a way that seems 
right to a man, but in the end it 
leads to death” (Prov.16:25).

Samson thought that his run 
was on the right track, until 
he himself dived into the pit 
of destruction. it is intriguing 
to note that Samson ran for a 
long time on the right track in 
the way shown by god and did 
many daring and great deeds. but 
gradually he started drifting away 
from the right track and began to 
run on the wrong track. he was 
attracted by the young Philistine 
woman, Delilah, who persuaded 

him treacherously through her 
nagging. ultimately, he shared 
the secret of his strength and how 
he could be defeated. therefore, 
he was unfaithful to god and it 
became a curse and cause of his 
tragic death.

King Solomon was a person who 
ran on the right track shown by 
god. he achieved many wonderful 
things, prayed and spoke to the 
Lord twice personally. through 
the unparalleled wisdom given 
by god, he wrote 3000 proverbs 
and 1005 songs (1Kgs.4:32). 
but at the end he was slowly 
dragged on to the wrong track. 
he took many heathen wives who 
diverted his heart from god in his 
old age (1Kgs.11:3). he started 
worshipping heathen gods like 
Ashtoreth and Molech. he made 
idols of heathen gods, built 
temples and offered sacrifices 
to them. god punished him and 
removed the kingdom from his 
son. this is a warning for all 
who run on the wrong track. he 
should have remembered his 
own proverb that wrong track 
is a trap which ends in death 
(Prov.14:12).

Look at the tragedy due to 
disobedience to god’s command 
in the life of the prophet Jonah. 
god commanded Jonah to run 
on the right track – to go to the 
great city of Nineveh, capital of 
assyria (Jon.1:2). but he went on 
the wrong track by running away 
to another city, tarshish. as he 
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ran on the wrong track, he was 
thrown out of a shaking ship into 
the violent sea. in the depth of the 
sea, inside the belly of a big fish, 
he looked to god and cried out. 
the merciful Lord heard his cry. 
god brought Jonah to the right 
track as the fish spat him out on 
dry land. we should remember 
that one who runs away from 
god’s track is like the oak tree 
with fading leaves (isa.1:30).

running aimlessly with ardent 
worldly desires in the wrong 
track is an incurable disease of 
those who have lost the presence 
of god and his guidance in life. 
the Lord is going to say to those 
who run on the right track, “you 
have run the race in the world and 

finished the run, kept the faith 
and the crown of righteousness 
is kept for you” (2tim.4:7-8). it 
is for each individual to think 
wisely and decide what his aim 
is in life. Let us examine whether 
we are running in the right track 
as shown by god. Let us correct 
what needs to be corrected in 
our lives. we do not know how 
long we are going be alive here 
on earth. the time is short.  Let 
us pray that god may help us to 
come to the right track if we are 
running on the wrong track.
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THE MAKING OF PETER 
THE DISCIPLE – 10

Disciples simply obey.

in John 13:33-38, we see the 
continued education of Peter 
in being a disciple of Jesus. 

Jesus is preparing his disciples for 
his departure, and he tells them 
that they cannot follow him. So he 
gives them this command: Love 
one another as I have loved You.

Jesus just didn’t want twelve dis-
ciples who knew his love. he want-
ed the whole world to know his 
love. Jesus was soon leaving this 
earth, so now his disciples needed 
to love one another, like he loved 
them. this was god’s plan to reach 
the entire world: the living exam-
ples of disciples loving one another 
like Jesus loved each of them.

even though Jesus taught his 
disciples many things, they were 
all to point to how He lived: He 
loved each of His disciples. Jesus 
was not interested in people 
who got advanced degrees from 
analysing his words. he didn’t 
preach eloquent sermons about 
his love. he needed disciples who 
very simply loved one another as 
Jesus loved them.

How Do I want To Follow Jesus?
in this passage, Peter got fooled 

into a false sense of devotion: he 

SANDEEP POONEN valued his idea of human loyalty 
over simple obedience to god’s 
word. Peter got so caught up in his 
human emotions, that he ignored 
the clear commandment of Jesus 
(vv.34-35). Jesus’ disciples were 
not meant to join Jesus on the 
cross; they had to live on and show 
the love of Jesus to others by the 
way they loved one another.

So, while it was humanly nice 
and touching for Peter to want to 
follow Jesus, it was a disobedience 
to Jesus’ request. this human 
loyalty was the dangerous soil 
that nurtured Peter’s biggest 
failure. Peter failed Jesus publicly 
more than any of the other disciples 
did, because he was the only one 
who tried to push through with his 
human love/loyalty, and try to do 
more than what Jesus ever asked 
of Him.

if Peter had simply obeyed  
Jesus’ command here (to love his 
fellow disciples), he would have 
stuck with them and encouraged 
them in their fear and distress. 
instead, he prided himself in 
fighting for Jesus. And that led 
to Peter being alone without 
his fellow disciples, and where 
he finally denied Jesus even to 
a servant girl. Peter, who had 
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probably staunchly defended 
Jesus to his family and maybe 
even the religious leaders, could 
not now withstand the simple 
questions of a servant girl.

So, we too must not confuse 
human loyalty with devotion to 
Jesus. we can even be eager to 
die for him at church, but then 
give in to our lusts a few hours 
after church! when this happens, 
we must recognise that we have 
a human loyalty to god, and not 
the sincere and pure devotion to 
Jesus that honours him.

So, what is the test for true 
devotion to Jesus? Simple and 
pure obedience to God and His 
commandments (1Jn.5:2-3). all 
other ideas of Christian devotion 
– like how many hours i studied 
the bible, how many verses i 
memorised, how much i gave 
to the poor, how many people i 
healed, etc., are dangerously false 
indicators.

Peter did not see that following 
Jesus in the way Jesus loved His 
disciples was far superior to fol-
lowing Jesus physically and trying 
to offer up his life for Jesus.

this is a common problem for 
many of us. we too can be eager 
to copy the physical miracles of 
Jesus and the apostles. but the 
message of Jesus is spirit and 
life (Jn.6:63). So to follow in 
Jesus’ footsteps is not to follow 
in his physical footsteps (being a 

carpenter, living in Capernaum, or 
even walking on water). there is 
nothing spiritual in visiting israel. 
if it did, the rich would have a 
clear advantage over the poor.

to follow Jesus is to follow his 
spiritual footsteps. So, if we want 
to follow Jesus in his heart of 
devotion to the father, we strive 
(like Jesus) to do nothing on our 
own initiative (Jn.5:19). and to 
have a heart that cries out to the 
father in helpless dependence 
to be saved from every last 
temptation to sin (heb.5:7).

the heroic acts for god may not 
please him. god who looks at our 
motives can find our heroic acts 
meaningless because they are 
done out of self-interest and not 
out of love. as Paul says, i could 
“surrender my body to be burned” 
and it could be useless if i did not 
have love. and i could “give all my 
possessions to feed the poor” and 
it could be useless without love 
(1Cor.13:1-3).

is it really true that somebody 
who died in the name of Jesus, 
could receive no reward? yes, if 
it was done without love! what a 
tragedy that would be indeed.

Let’s think about this question: 
is it possible that a mother who 
took care of her three children 
might get a much greater reward 
than a man who lost his life as a 
missionary? absolutely – if the 
woman had a greater love for god 
than the man, then she would 
get a greater reward. Maybe the 
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missionary started out well, but 
slowly lost his first love for Jesus. 
He continued on the mission field, 
but slowly served out of obligation 
to those who supported him, and 
for the paycheque that he was too 
afraid to lose. Such a person might 
be greatly extolled on this earth. 
Meanwhile, the mother lived her 
life raising her children to be 
disciples of Jesus, out of her deep 
love for the Lord. Such a mother 
will surely get a much greater 
reward than this missionary. this 
is the most sobering thought, but 
god’s truth nonetheless.

Disciples Must Grow In True 
Obedience

So we must recognise that there 
is only one kind of obedience 
that is meaningful to god in the 
New Covenant: obedience out of 
love. obedience out of a sense of 
obligation is the dangerous trap 
of living with a set of rules and 
regulations.

and here is how we can test the 
quality of our obedience:
 Obedience to God’s 

commands must be valued 
higher than all our self-
sacrificial acts, even if they 
are for God (1Sam.15:22). 
Martha was wrong in all of 
her service for Jesus, because 
she didn’t do the one thing 
that Mary did – to prioritise 
listening to Jesus and checking 
with Him first about what He 
wants us to work on.

 Obedience in the hidden is 
more impressive than obe-
dience in the visible. there 
are so many ways where we 
obey god in our external lives, 
but are secretly motivated by 
a fear of man, the guilt and 
shame of being exposed, etc. 
this was the problem of the 
Pharisees, and this was why 
Jesus exhorted them to clean 
what was inside of them 
(Matt.23:25-28;12:35)

 A ‘most-of-the-way’ obedi-
ence where we obey most of 
God’s commands but not all 
is most dangerous. the dan-
ger with a most-of-the-way 
obedience is that it can fool us 
into thinking that we’re fine 
because we’ve mostly obeyed. 
Let us learn from King Saul in 1 
Samuel 15. the obedience that 
is pleasing to god is an all-the-
way obedience. for whoever 
keeps the whole law and yet 
stumbles in one point, he has 
become guilty of all (Jas.2:10).

and here’s the really good news 
about living a life of loving obedi-
ence. Jesus is our example in this. 
he too learned obedience (as a 
Man) through the temptations he 
faced and by constantly crucify-
ing his own will (heb.5:7-9). So, 
the holy Spirit did not automati-
cally impart obedience to Jesus. 
Obedience through suffering was 
how Jesus was made ‘perfect’ or 
complete as a Man.
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Jesus was always perfect 
because he was fully god while 
on earth. but as one who was 
also fully Man while on this earth, 
he was made perfect (complete) 
through his obedience to the will 
of the father in every trial he 
faced. every trial caused his own 
will to suffer at the expense of the 
father’s will.

This suffering from His daily 
temptations is what we need to 
be enamoured with. the physical 
suffering of Jesus on the cross 
lasted for less than a day. the 
suffering that Jesus went through 
to become the source of eternal 
salvation for us all (heb.5:9) was 
of never giving into the temptation 
to be independent from god 

(the root of sin). this is what 
makes Jesus truly magnificent: 
His obedience to the Father at all 
times. without this, Jesus could 
never die for our sins.

So this will be the distinctive of 
the true disciples of Jesus. we too 
will learn obedience as we suffer 
in temptation, and surrender 
our will to show our love for our 
Saviour and example (1Pet.2:21-
22;4:1-2).

Sandeep Poonen  
works in the IT 

cybersecurity industry. 
He is also an elder at 

New Covenant Christian 
Fellowship Church, 

California.

Protestant, believer parents seek alliance for their born-again 
daughter, 30 years, 5’9”, working as a Scientist in Mumbai, from 
parents of born-again educated boys between 30-34 years, 
preferably working in Mumbai, having a heart to serve god. 

Contact: samuelsubash@gmail.com

Suitable proposals are invited for a god-fearing, 32/160, M.tech 
(eC) boy, working in MNC with 4 LPa. he belongs to a simple 
North indian Christian (Protestant - CNi) family. we are seeking 
a professionally qualified Christian bride. Please contact us with 
detailed bio-data and photograph at: 

gloryofgod4u@gmail.com

MATRIMONIAL



49Light of Life february 2018

new year 

FELIX FERNANDES

It’s the beginning of a New Year,  
Jesus you have always been near. 

I know not, what this year for me holds. 
My faith in You, does make me bold.

Lord, you are in complete control, 
Therefore in rest, shall be my soul.  

Angelic protection, man’s perplexity. 
This indeed, is true security.

Blessing on me, You will bestow, 
Help me to bless, the others I know. 

Expand my heart, this I pray. 
That by grace, Christ-likeness I display.

Let not sufferings, make me frown, 
Lest in grumbling, I lose my crown, 

In it show me, what You would teach, 
That I’d be practical in what I preach.

When things about me, You would reveal, 
May I not seek, them to conceal, 

Confess and forsake, this help me do 
That true disciple, I’d be to You.

Do not let this year pass me by, 
No hunger and thirst, spiritually dry. 

From Your path, there be a minor drift, 
Show me Your way, to make the shift.

Lord I long, to know You more, 
In the love of God, steadfast to grow, 

Let me closer, with You walk, 
Our fellowship deepens, as we talk.

Jesus make me, a vessel for You, please, 
It matters not, if others displease. 

In pure, simple devotion, You I serve. 
Walking in Spirit, Your grace preserves.
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 Proverbs 1-15 
New international Version (ibS) or Zondervan

J. FREDRIC DAwSON

Crossword 47

Send in your answers with bible references by e-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, 
to reach Light of Life, Post box 4576, 21-yMCa road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400008, not 
later than March 5, 2018. Please indicate your name, address and Light of Life Subscription 
Number while sending the answers. 
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Clues Across

1. one of the purposes of this book of 
Proverbs is for the people to acquire 
a ………. and prudent life. (ch  vs      )

6. “Let them be yours alone, never to be 
shared with ………….” (ch     vs    )

8. the evil men … the bread of wickedness 
and drink wine of violence.  
(ch      vs     )

9. when wisdom …… your heart, you 
will understand what is right , just 
and fair. (ch      vs      )

10. blows and disgrace are the …. 
of a man who commits adultery.  
(ch      vs    )

13. a wise man is advised to keep away 
from an adulterous woman, lest 
he gives his …… strength to others.  
(ch       vs     )

15. Describing the way a foolish man 
was enticed into adultery, the writer 
says that the wicked woman dressed 
like a prostitute came to ….. him with 

crafty intent. (ch      vs     )
18. “the wisdom of the ………. is to give 

thought to their ways.”( ch      vs      )
19. a wicked messenger falls into trouble 

but a ……….. envoy brings healing.  
(ch     vs     )

Clues Down:

1.  the wise man is advised to persevere 
sound judgment and…… (ch     vs     )

2. when no one gave heed when 
wisdom …….. out its hands to them 
and they rejected its call, disaster 
and calamity will overtake them. (ch     
vs     )

3. “Listen to my (wisdom’s) instructions 
and be wise; do not ……… it.”  
(ch     vs     )

4. “the words of the wicked …. in wait 
for blood, but the speech of the 
upright rescues them.” (ch     vs      )

5. “there is a way that seems right to a 
man, but in the end it leads to ….......……”  
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(ch     vs     )

7. “Do not …. foot on the path of the wicked 
or walk in the way of the evil man.”  
(ch      vs     )

11. “…..man pretends to be rich, yet has 
nothing;” (ch     vs     )

12. “the way of the Lord is a refuge for 
the righteous , but … is the ruin of 

those who do evil.” (ch      vs     )

14. “Stolen water is ……..; food eaten in 
secret is delicious.” (ch      vs     )

16.  “None who go to her return …attain 
the path of life.” (ch     vs     )

17. “She is loud and defiant, her feet 
never …… at home.” (ch    vs    )

Answers to Crossword 45 (Psalms 107-119)
Clues across: Clues down:

1. counsel (107:11)       1. compassion (116:5)   
4.  as (109:29)       2. uprightness (111:8)   
 7. Mercy (116:1)    3.  say (107:2)  
 8. order (110:4) 5. Strengthen (119:28) 
10. anguish (118:5)      6.  are (111:2)                
12. run (119:32 )    9. us (117:2)                 
14. set (119: 30)       11. iron (107:10)  
15. faint (119:81) 13. Cannot (115:5)  
16. obey (119:56)        17. act (119:126)
18. name (113:1)  
19. Statutes (119:167)
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word and 
tHe world

CHOOSE ABUNDANCE

w
or

d and tHe world

CYRIL GEORGESON

Choose 3, four-burners, 
Pick 3! are these some 
kind of card games? these 

are suggested methods of dealing 
with the challenge of work-
life balance. Manna is a freshly 
minted mother. She has to take 
care of her baby (which almost 
takes all her time). then there 
is her job and she also needs to 
manage the home. She has to find 
time to spend time with parents, 
who now, more than earlier, wish 
to spend time with them and 
the baby. She would also like to 
continue singing in the church 
choir and continue to be involved 
in Sunday school. Manna would 
also like to get back into shape 
after the birth of her baby, so she 
tries to make some time for a few 
fitness routines. But, now she’s 
not able to even get her bearings 
right. her life has become a 
whirlwind. She barely gets a few 
hours’ sleep each day.

then one of her colleagues 
suggested that she should try 
one of the popular techniques to 
balance out her life. She would 
need to compartmentalise her life 
into home, family, friends, work, 

church and fitness. If she follows 
the Choose 3 method, she should 
drop off 3 out of the 6 segments 
of life, and similarly, with the 
‘Pick 3’ method. the ‘four-burner’ 
method says that life has four 
burners – home, friends, family 
and work. to be successful you 
need to turn off one burner or 
even better, two. the other areas 
of life find no space in the four-
burners.

this all looks good on paper but 
when it comes to implementing 
it in life, it looks daunting. what 
will she drop from her life? her 
husband in very supportive so 
she could possibly drop work. 
but, she does not want to let go of 
any of the others.

Choose 3?

Most individuals are leading 
very stressed out lives – the time-
consuming commute, especially 
in larger cities, to and from work, 
saps even more of their energy. 
a study conducted by towers 
watson in india a few years ago 
reported that close to half of the 
respondents felt excessive pres-
sure at work. the work-life bal-
ance methods being promoted 
seem like a reasonable alterna-



54Light of Life february 2018

tive. there are many who have 
tried it and claim that it works. 
the most famous among them 
probably being randi Zuckerberg 
the sister of Mark Zuckerberg the 
founder of facebook. though at 
one time she was the Market De-
velopment Director of facebook, 
she is now an entrepreneur. She 
is quoted in times Life as saying 
‘the entrepreneur’s dilemma: 
Maintaining friendships. building 
a great company. Spending time 
with family. Staying fit. Getting 
sleep. Pick 3’. She chose work, 
family and sleep.

but, can a disciple of Jesus 
really choose just 3? health, 
family, church, friends, home and 
work are all essentially a part 
of the Christian’s life. the good 
book does not give us the option 
of dropping any of these as we 
engage with the world. So, how 
does one ease up to experience 
and enjoy ‘abundant life’?

Not Mammon

Part of our struggle is because 
we just encounter life as it comes 
along. we do not have a vision – a 
vision from the Lord on what he 
wants us to do with our lives; and 
live by it. Most Christians make 
life choices usually following the 
pattern of the world. borrowing 
the template of the world and 
the world’s definition of success, 
almost guarantees disaster as 
a disciple. Christians also often 

make career decisions based on 
financial security and material 
consideration. we need to break 
from the mould and trust god in 
financial matters. The writer of 
hebrews exhorts us to ‘Make sure 
that your character is free from the 
love of money, being content with 
what you have; for he himself has 
said, “i will never desert you, nor 
will i ever forsake you”. we can 
keep ourselves free from the love 
of money since he has promised 
never to leave us or forsake us. Do 
we really believe that? Do we act 
like we believe that? the Psalmist 
writes that ‘i was young and now 
i am old, yet i have never seen 
the righteous forsaken or their 
children begging bread.’

Living by Vision

the book of Proverbs warns 
us that ‘where there is no vision 
the people perish’. every child of 
God needs to figure out what his/
her god given talent is – the tal-
ent which he/she was born with. 
we also need to be aware of our 
personal spiritual gift – which the 
holy Spirit endowed on us when 
we became disciples. as we use 
our talents and spiritual gifts to 
meet needs around us, we will 
be living out god’s calling in our 
lives. it is often helpful to draw up 
a personal vision/mission state-
ment based on this. the apostle 
Paul went through very extreme 
stresses in his life without burn-
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out because he knew that he was 
fulfilling God’s call in his life.

Stephen Covey along with 
rebecca & roger Merrill wrote a 
helpful book more than 20 years 
ago titled ‘first things first’. the 
broad outline of this book is that 
we play different roles in life with 
varying degrees of responsibility 
over the course of time. we need 
to be aware which role needs our 
time at any given point of time 
and give it our uninterrupted 
attention. the authors suggest 
that we need to plan our time so 
that we are not caught up with 
matters only when they become 
urgent, because we have not given 
it enough attention earlier.

Staying Focussed

it is also worth noticing that of-
ten we are also taking stress that 
is not ours along the way. we need 
to ruthlessly eliminate distrac-
tions. these may take the form of 
unnecessary entertainment, on-
line social media or even Christian 
meetings that can go on endlessly.

Jesus in his early days of ministry 
kept focused on his calling inspite 
of the magnet of the crowds. after 
healing Simon’s mother-in-law, 
he was besieged by people – to 
the extent that Mark records that 
‘the whole city had gathered at 
the door’. the next morning was a 
repeat. So, the disciples go out to 
look for Jesus who had gone while 

it was still dark to pray. when 
they find him, they tell him that 
‘everyone is looking for you’. but, 
he replies ‘Let us go somewhere 
else to the towns nearby, so that i 
may preach there also; for that is 
what i came for’. he did not allow 
his growing popularity and the 
appeal of the crowd to distract 
him from his purpose. he needed 
to minister at other places too 
and would pursue that.

individuals often talk about 
their job or work or employment 
or even career. we rarely, if ever, 
hear the word vocation. the word 
‘vocation’ has its roots in the Latin 
word vocātiō – which means ‘call’ 
or ‘summons’. if we know our 
talent, spiritual gift and the needs 
in society and/or church, then 
they will easily lead us to our 
call. Do you know your vocation? 
No, not your job or work or even 
career. As you fulfil your call-
vocation, you will not find yourself 
under pressure, such that you 
will need to ‘Choose 3’ or put off 
some of your burners. your life 
will be a continuum where home, 
family, friends, vocation, health 
and church freely interact and 
we rejoice in ‘life to the fullest.’ 
Choose to live out your calling!

Cyril Georgeson  
serves with InterServe 

and resides in Mumbai.
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notes along 
tHe Journey

SERVICE WITH A SMILE
OBY CHERIAN

Drink, my lord,” she said, 
and quickly lowered the 
jar to her hands and gave 

him a drink. after she had given 
him a drink, she said, “i’ll draw 
water for your camels too, until 
they have had enough to drink” 
(gen.24:18-19).

a friend of mine works among 
the tribal people in Orissa. He finds 
great joy in serving these people 
and is always searching for new 
ways by which he can help them. 
recently he began looking at the 
needs of older folk among this 
group who were often neglected. 
this did not surprise me because 
i thought this was probably the 
lot of a good number of senior 
citizens around the globe. what 
struck me was what my friend 
told me about what these older 
people considered their greatest 
problem. the ‘wise community 
helper’ that he was, my friend 
first went to the people and took 
a survey of what they thought 
were their biggest needs.

there was the usual compliment 
of physical ailments, loneliness, 
etc. but what came on top of 

the list was none of these, but 
the feeling of having become a 
burden to their children. i could 
not help thinking that this may be 
more prevalent than has usually 
been perceived – something 
that many older people feel, but 
seldom express. i wondered what 
the reason could be.

i feel it has more to do with the 
caregivers and their attitude, than 
the actual care they give. My friend 
said that their children did meet 
their needs. but perhaps most 
of them did it grudgingly with a 
sense of duty than with gladness 
of heart. they may have done 
the same things but the old folk 
somehow sensed the thoughts 
behind the actions. Maybe it was 
body language, a passing remark, 
or an expression on their face. 
whatever it was, it made the 
old people feel unwanted, made 
them feel they were a burden; 
and this bothered them more 
than anything else, in the winter 
years of their life.

i am reminded of two ladies in 
the bible who undertook to render 
service. The first one is Rebekah. 
She first makes her appearance 
in genesis 24 where she meets 
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abraham’s servant. i can never 
read that passage without 
imagining a smile on rebekah’s 
face. a smile that is there when 
she lowers her pitcher to give 
him a drink, when she volunteers 
to water his camels, and even 
when she comes to the last of his 
ten camels. guess how much a 
camel can drink at one go? they 
say that if it’s thirsty it can guzzle 
down about 100 litres of water 
within a few minutes. that is at 
least 1000 litres! and she did all 
this cheerfully.

on the other hand i think of 
Martha in Luke 10. Lots of things 
have to be done and she is working 
hard. but as the day wears her 
face grows longer and longer, till 
she cannot keep it in. her pent-
up resentment against her sister, 
and possibly also against Jesus, 
spills out in words.

it’s not only with senior citizens; 
any person who is dependent 
on another can feel this way. i 
remember a child asking her 

father, “Did you really want me, 
daddy?” No matter that this child 
was 25 years old when she asked 
this of her father. there was 
something in her childhood that 
had made her feel like a burden. 
and decades later the bitter taste 
had not gone away and she was 
reaching out to try and rescript 
her early life and thereby find 
solace for a wound that had not 
quite healed.

So if we are caregivers let’s be 
careful to do what we do with 
cheerfulness and joy. this is a 
gift that will go way beyond the 
physical chores we do for those 
who are dependent on us. it will 
nourish their souls where the real 
person lives.

“if it is helping people in need, 
help them cheerfully” (rom.12:8 
god’s word translation).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a consultant urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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Don’t waste Their Mistakes... Learn From Them

THE DEGENERATION OF  
A PROMISING MAN

CHaraCter 
study

 VIJAY THANGIAH

BACKGROUND

the name isaac means ‘laughter’. isaac brought 
laughter before and after his birth. through isaac’s 
miraculous birth, god’s eternal purpose for the 
blessing of the world was fulfilled (Gen.22:18).

isaac was thirty-six years old, when his mother 
Sarah died. he was comforted when he took rebekah as his wife 
at forty years of age to help fill the vacant place in his heart. To 
the credit of isaac it must be said that he was the only one of the 
patriarchs who had but one wife.

isaac seems to have outlived his wife, and died at the age of 180 
(Gen.35:28). For some fifty years Isaac was almost blind, both 
physically and spiritually, a sad and pitiful state for god’s chosen 
one – the degeneration of a promising one

MAIN LESSONS
1. isaac was a praying individual (gen.25:20-21).
when the caravan bearing rebekah neared home, 
the Bible tells us that Isaac was in the fields 

meditating or ‘praying’, as the margin expresses it (gen.24:63).

CHARACTER:  
Isaac

MEANING:   
laughter

PRONUNCIATION: 
Ī’zaac

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
gen.17-35
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for many years isaac and rebekah were childless, but god heard 
isaac’s prayers and rebekah gave birth to twins, Jacob and esau. 
Prayer thus was an important foundation in the early life of isaac.
2. Isaac was willing to be obedient, even unto death (Gen.22:7-
10).

According to Josephus, Isaac was twenty-five years of age, when 
he was taken from beer-sheba to the land of Moriah, where, as the 
burnt offering, Abraham presented him to God.
he was not a small boy as has been normally understood. but isaac 
was very obedient, and trusted what his father was doing. when 
Abraham said God would provide the sacrifice, Isaac did not ask 
any more questions; he just followed. isaac was faithful to trust his 
father, even when things did not make sense.
isaac could have taken advantage of his youthful strength to 
overpower and free himself from his aged and feeble father, may 
even have attempted to take vengeance to be sure abraham would 
never be in existence to attempt again to kill him. but he did not 
do so, but rather had supreme confidence in his father and also his 
willing consent to become the victim (gen.22:12;26:5;heb.11:17).
3. Isaac was a non-confrontationist (Gen.26:12-22). 

the Philistines often provoked isaac’s men. they treated them 
unfairly. after isaac dug out a well, they moved in and claimed it 
as their own. Instead of fighting or demanding that his rights be 
satisfied, Isaac wisely saw a simpler and more peaceful course. He 
just moved away and dug out another well. this happened twice 
and both times he let it go. this shows us that he was a peace loving 
individual and did not want to have any confrontations.
god had promised isaac that he would be blessed and that he would 
flourish in Gerar. So he held on to the promise and overcame all the 
herdsmen who tried to block his blessing by either closing the wells 
or chasing isaac from that place. isaac pressed on. 
4. He lied, like his father Abraham, when he called his wife his 
sister (Gen.26).

the famine reoccurred in the days of isaac, and he was afraid, like 
abraham, that the beauty of his wife might cause the Philistines to 
kill him and take away his wife.
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Isaac succumbed to the temptation to pass off his wife as his sister. 
in doing this he was willing to risk rebekah’s purity as the price for 
his personal protection.
isaac, like his father, lacked faith in god’s ability to protect him and 
his family. it is natural to seek to avoid danger but you must have 
faith that god will protect you – and remain honest even when 
afraid.
there is no mention of isaac praying and asking the Lord for 
protection. 
5. Isaac in his later years was more concerned about food than 
God.

in genesis 27:1, when he should have been around 100 years of age, 
we find that he has given up on life and his dying wish is to have his 
choicest dish. to think that this was his last wish!
his focus seems to have shifted rather drastically in his later years. 
isaac died when he was 180 years old but we have no record of his 
last 80 years.
Never give up on life. god has plans for us whatever our age. we 
should not hold on to our life, or to the blessings we have received 
or try to manipulate god.
6. Isaac thought that he could outwit God.

he knew the prophecy from god that the older would serve the 
younger. but he thought that he could outwit god and manipulate 
the final blessing by giving it to Esau. Isaac was so fond of Esau that 
he wanted to bless him at any cost.
Isaac promised Esau the final oral blessing in exchange for some 
venison. esau had sold the birth right for pottage. Now isaac 
promised the blessing for venison.
The final oral blessing of the father in ancient cultures, was often 
binding in judicial or legal processes in terms of determining 
inheritance. but god was sovereign. his plans cannot be thwarted.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. “a faith that is not worth dying for, is not worth living 
for.” How do you see this fulfilled in the life of Isaac? 
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After two days of just lying 
there in pain, some workers 
found her and put her on a 
makeshift cot and loaded her 
into their jeep and drove 150 
miles over deep rutted roads 
to find a doctor who could 
set the broken bones. But the 
very bumpy ride damaged 
her bones so badly that her 
hip never completely healed. 
He says, “I visited my mother 
in her mud-covered hut 
several weeks after all of this 
happened. I watched as she 
took two bamboo crutches 
that she had made herself, 
and moved from one place 
to another with her feet just 
dragging behind because 
she had lost all feeling in 
them.” He says, “At age 75, 
with a broken hip, unable 
to stand on her own two 
legs, I thought that I made a 
pretty intelligent suggestion. 
I suggested that she retire.” 
He says, “She turned around 
and looked at me and said, 
‘What value is that? If we try 
to preserve this body just a 
few more years and it is not 
being used for God, of what 
value is that?’ So she kept on 
working. She kept on riding 
her donkey to villages until 
she was 93 years old... And 
she continued to tell people 
about Jesus Christ until she 
died at age 95.”

5. Caleb experienced what God 
had promised!

 He climbed the mountains 
and he defeated the giants 
– he claimed his possession. 
The name of the place Caleb 
inherited used to be called 
Kirjatharba (city of the four 
giants). Now it was named 
Hebron (seat of association 
or fellowship). Caleb refused 
to quit until he had obtained 
everything the Lord had for 
him! He refused to stop until 
he had obtained that place of 
fellowship with God.

 Where are you in your 
personal walk with the 
Lord? Have you entered into 
your victory, or are you still 
wandering around in the 
wilderness struggling day 
to day? God has a place of 
peace and power for you, but 
you must be willing to claim 
your possession. It isn’t for 
the faint-hearted, but it is for 
the faith-hearted. 

 Half-hearted Christians are 
faint-hearted Christians, and 
they never learn to conquer 
the giants in their lives.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.

2. Could it be that abraham had told him about his lying and as a 
result isaac did the same? 

3. Is lying ever justified?
4. what do you think are the reasons for the degeneration of 

isaac?

APPLICATION QUESTIONS

1. Do you have such implicit faith in god like isaac 
had in his father, even when things do not make 
sense?

2. isaac waited for 40 years before he got married and then another 
20 years before he had a child. how persistent are you in your 
prayer life?

3. have you ever told a lie or deceived your family or friends to get 
what you want? how did this make you feel about what you got 
afterwards?

MEMORY VERSE

“thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind 
is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee. trust 
ye in the Lord forever: for in the Lord Jehovah is 
everlasting strength” (isa.16:3-4 KJV).

PRAYER

Dear Lord, let my faith grow stronger as i grow older. 
Let me never forget you. Let me always depend on you 
and not on my abilities or achievements. amen.
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News

Police Allegedly Complicit In 
Attack

(CD): Police in tamil Nadu state 
have been accused of being 
complicit in hindu nationalists’ 
attack on four Christians, making 
it appear that there had been a 
fight between the two groups. 
four Christians including a 
woman were attacked by hindu 
extremists in Coimbatore District 
for organising a pre-Christmas 
charity event for poor widows. 
Police also detained Pastor 
Vinodh Kumar and allegedly 
tried to portray it as a quarrel 
between the two parties instead 
of arresting the assailants.

the hindu group did not deny 
what they did, telling that a lot of 
churches were being established 
in tamil Nadu and that these 
Christians were praising Jesus 
loudly. Police, on the other hand, 
said the report about the attack 
was just false news and that no 
one in the area has been under 
threat.

Lack Confidence In The 
Government

(UCAN): indian Christians’ trust in 
the government has become shaky 
in the wake of increased attacks 

on Christians and members of 
the clergy, says Cardinal baselios 
Cleemis, president of the Catholic 
bishops’ Conference of india.

the cardinal was addressing 
the media after visiting a central 
indian city where hindu activists 
attacked two Catholic priests and 
30 seminarians accusing them of 
attempting religious conversion. 
the Christians, who were in a 
village singing Christmas carols, 
were attacked and their car 
torched just outside a police 
station. Police in Madhya Pradesh 
state kept them in custody for 
a night. the administration 
acted under pressure from 
hindu groups, Cardinal Cleemis 
claimed.

the bharatiya Janata Party 
(bJP) runs the government in 
21 of 29 indian states, including 
Madhya Pradesh, where Chris-
tians leaders say the administra-
tion is unwilling to act against 
hindu fanatic groups. frequently, 
Christians are attacked on al-
legation that they violate laws 
that regulate religious conver-
sion. these laws make it a crimi-
nal offence to attempt to convert 
anyone using fraud, inducement 
or allurement. often Christian 
work in the fields of education 
and health care of villagers can 
be interpreted as inducement or 
allurement. Christian leaders say 
attacks have increased since bJP 
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came to power in New Delhi in 
2014. in 2017 alone, there were 
some 600 cases, according to 
their records.

Meghalaya CM Slams RSS 
Chief’s Remark

(IANS): Slamming rSS chief 
Mohan bhagwat’s remark that 
“anybody living in india is a 
hindu,” Meghalaya Chief Minister 
Mukul Sangma said, “india is 
a secular, democratic country 
and secularism is part of our 
constitution. their agenda is 
only to divide the indian people 
on lines of religion and create 
communal tension.”

CM Fadnavis’ wife Trolled

(TOI): Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Devendra fadnavis’ wife amruta 
was trolled for promoting a 
Christmas-related charity event. 
She, however, hit back saying, 
“love, sharing and empathy have 
no religion.”

earlier, amruta, who is a banker 
and social worker, was severely 
criticised after she tweeted pho-
tos from the event held in Mum-
bai. She was accused by a section 
of social media for ‘promoting 
evangelism’, ‘luring hindus into 
the fold of Christianity’ and ‘en-
couraging Christian missionaries’ 
by promoting their agenda. the 
first lady of Maharashtra claimed 
that she was a ‘proud hindu’ and 
would do all that she can to unite 

indian citizens and bring in har-
mony. 

Christians In France Revise 
Lord’s Prayer

(CP): the french Catholic church 
has adopted a new version of the 
Lord’s Prayer to clear a misun-
derstanding among some church-
goers, that god has a direct hand 
in leading them to commit sins.

the french version of the Lord’s 
Prayer reads, “Lead us not into 
temptation,” or “Do not submit us 
to temptation.” but now they will 
instead pray in french, “Do not 
let us enter into temptation.”

however, the national council of 
evangelicals of france responded 
to the new version of the Lord’s 
Prayer by saying while it does 
clarify that god is not responsible 
for temptation, “it waters down 
god’s sovereignty.”

Reports Of Persecution In India

(CM): the persecution of Chris-
tians in india has been discussed, 
shared, and observed. in 2013, 
open Doors uSa put the country 
on notice, ranking them 31st on 
the world watch List’s worst 50 
countries for Christian persecu-
tion. but just four years later, the 
alarming rate of persecution has 
brought india to 15th, and the 
question is: why?

“in india, over 60 percent of 
Christians experience direct 
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persecution… forty persecution 
incidents are reported per month 
on average.”

the spike in Christian perse-
cution is largely because anti-
Christian extremism in india is 
rising. and while india’s cities 
tend to be more diverse and ac-
cepting of minority faiths, at-
tacks on Christians aren’t isolat-
ed to one region or demographic. 
for some indian believers, being 
a Christian even means dying for 
their faith.

“the persecutors need our 
prayers, just as church planters 
and Christians in india need our 
prayers. as for our indian broth-
ers and sisters in Christ, we can 
be praying that god would con-
tinue to give courage to those 
who know him and are leading 
in india for him. we just pray that 
he would give these individuals 
who are being persecuted the 
peace and endurance as well to 
overcome this persecution [for] 
what they believe.”

MLAs, Churches Agree For 
Fair Electoral

(NIE): Legislators and churches 
in Nagaland agreed to lead and 
take the responsibility of a fair 
and honest electoral practice. 
The affirmation was made as 
part of a colloquium on Clean 
election organised by Nagaland 
baptist Church Council (NbCC) 

for the churches and legislators 
of Nagaland.

“the legislators, churches and 
citizens affirm that all of us have 
an investment in the future of 
the state of Nagaland and that 
our shared future must flourish 
without any obstacles,” read a 
joint statement.

‘Tomb of Christ’ Testing 
Confirms Age

(CP): New scientific tests have re-
portedly confirmed that the tomb 
at Jerusalem’s Church of the holy 
Sepulchre, believed to be where 
Jesus Christ was rested after the 
crucifixion, dates back to the 4th 
century, matching historical ac-
counts.

National geographic, which 
has been documenting the holy 
site as it completed major recon-
struction works earlier last year, 
reported that mortar samples 
collected from between the origi-
nal limestone surface of the tomb 
and a marble slab that covers it 
have been dated back to 345 a.D. 
the revelations align with histori-
cal accounts that say that romans 
discovered the tomb where Jesus’ 
body was laid before his resur-
rection, and enshrined it some-
where around 326.

“while it is archaeologically im-
possible to say that the tomb is 
the burial site of an individual Jew 
known as Jesus of Nazareth, who 
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according to New testament ac-
counts was crucified in Jerusalem 
in 30 or 33, new dating results 
put the original construction of 
today’s tomb complex securely in 
the time of Constantine, rome’s 
first Christian emperor,” National 
geographic reported.

Museum Of The Bible Opens

(GH): the highly-anticipated 
Museum of the bible opened in 
washington, D.C. and promises 
to be accessible and engaging for 
all people, regardless of their reli-
gious beliefs.

Some of the exhibits include a 
replica of the gutenberg Press, 
400 historical artifacts that show 
how the bible has changed over 
time, first editions of the King 
James bible, fragments of the 

Dead Sea Scroll, and an interac-
tive Nazareth village.

Christians Praise God In Spite 
Of Police Brutality

(GH): Six Christians facing false 
charges, two of them beaten by 
police, were jailed for a month 
for praying for a sick woman 
in eastern india, they said. the 
police beating followed the 
thrashing the Christians received 
from hindu extremists in ghosra 
village, who attacked them while 
they were praying for healing 
for the wife of bikhru Majhi, 
sources said. Officers jailed the 
Christians and charged them 
with ‘promoting enmity between 
classes’ and insulting religion. 
they spent a month in jail before 
being released on bail.
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in keeping with the advance of technology and the 
changing reading habits of people, Light of Life brought 
out a digital magazine in the PDf format in 2014. this is 
an exact digital copy of the magazine suitable for large 
computer screens. Since then, it has become evident that a 
large number of readers of digital media prefer to use their 
smartphones for quick reading. we are glad to bring out an 
ad-free, hyperlinked version for such readers in the ePub 
format. Visit the web site at www.lightoflife-india.com/dm/
dm.html where samples of both versions are available.

the PDf version will be available at the above web 
page for downloading at the beginning of each month. 
Subscribers will be provided with a monthly password for 
opening these files.

the ePub version will be available from october 2017, 
and will be sent by email to the subscribers each month.

the subscription rate for the PDf version is rs. 200 per 
year and for the ePub version it is rs. 250 per year. you can 
subscribe by sending the amount by electronic bank transfer 
to the Light of Life savings bank account No. 003601021256 
(ifSC code iCiC0000036) in the Maratha Mandir branch of 
iCiCi bank followed by intimating the details by email to 
lightoflife1@rediffmail.com or lightoflife2777@gmail.com

or, you can send the subscription through cheque/DD 
drawn in favour of Light of Life Magazine, to 21 yMCa 
road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400008. but it is important 
to send your email as well as postal address.

Pass the word around!

Light of Life
DigitaL MagaZiNe
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