
Light of Life 1 february 2017

(Total pages 72)February 2017

Prove what the will of

ACCEPTABLE 
and 

PERFECT

that which is good and 

Rom.12:2

is,God 



Light of Life 2 february 2017

d



Light of Life 3 february 2017

Dr. Amit Kamle, M.D. (Russia),  
Director –  

A.K. Educational Consultants  
&  

A. K. International Tourism 

is honoured at the hands of Dr. Pratibha Patil,  
former President of India, 

for his contribution in medical education  
for  

Indian citizens in Russia, religious tourism in  
Israel and social contributions.

prestigious recognition



Light of Life 4 february 2017

d

The digital version of the magazine is available as a PDF 
document, which is an exact copy of the print version. The 
document will be password protected and placed for download 
on the Light of Life web site at www.lightoflife-india.com/dm/
dm.html at the beginning of each month. 

The password will be intimated to the subscribers each month 
by e-mail. The document will be available on the site for that 
month and will be replaced by the latest issue each month.

Quite a few subscribers have switched over to the digital 
version of the magazine, and we understand that they are happy 
with the clarity and presentation of its contents. Moreover, this 
eliminates the problem of non-delivery of the magazine by the 
postal staff.

We request you to share this information with your relatives 
and friends, the youngsters in particular, and encourage them to 
subscribe for the digital version of the magazine. Thank you.

The current subscription rate is Rs.200 per year. You can 
subscribe by electronic bank transfer to Light of Life savings 
bank account No.003601021256 (IFSC Code ICIC0000036) 
in the Maratha Mandir Branch of ICICI Bank, followed by 
intimating the details by e-mail to

lightoflife1@rediffmail.com or lightoflife2777@gmail.com
Or, you can send the subscription through cheque/DD, drawn 

in favour of Light of Life Magazine, to 21 YMCA Road, 
Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400 008; but it is important that you 
send us your e-mail as well as postal address.

Editorial Board

Digital Magazine
Light of Life



Light of Life 5 february 2017

Light of Life
The Magazine For Christian Growth

Vol. 60.02  
Feb. 2017

Editorial Board:
Jacob Ninan – Chief Editor

• P. Abraham
• Brian Michael
• Vivek Salins

________________________
Cover Design 

Ebenezer Printing House

ARE WE ESCAPING AND HIDING  
FROM GOD?  
Swapna Peter emphasises that god is 
constantly watching over us.

13

BEING RICH TOWARDS GOD  
The fact that our life is short, should 
spur us on to live looking heavenwards, 
encourages George John.

17

HOW TO MAKE GOD SMILE AT US?  
Sharon Sugumaran suggests a few tips  
on how to make god smile at us.

21

PORNOGRAPHY EXPOSED 
We must constantly strive for excellence 
in our spirituality and morality in the 
context of our life and work, challenges  
Shivraj K. Mahendra.

25

PROMISE BROKEN  
P. Jebaraj narrates a story to illustrate 
the importance of knowing and doing  
god’s will.

29

THE BIBLE IS THE WORD OF GOD  
The most important thing for you to 
receive every day is the word of god, 
more than your food, emphasises Zac 
Poonen.

33

THE ‘IF ONLY’ SYNDROME 
Our god is in sovereign control of 
everything that happens in this world, 
reminds J. Fredric Dawson.

39

THE KING COULD NOT SLEEP THAT 
NIGHT  
Our god does His work in the most 
excellent ways, points out Vimal R. Ram 

43

REMEMBERING TO REMEMBER!  
Forgetting to remember the Lord’s 
goodness will cool down our love for 
Him, warns Suresh Manoharan.

46

HAPPINESS THE BIBLICAL WAY 
Samip Baruah points out that true 
happiness does not come from this 
world.

49

6

YOUR LETTERS

8

EDITORIAL 
THE WILL OF GOD 

Jacob Ninan

52

SERMON OUTLINES  
DIVINE CHOICE 

S. Retnamony

55

NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY  
 RIGHTS AND  

RESPONSIBILITIES 
Oby Cherian

57

WORD AND THE WORLD   
THE SACRED ROMANCE  

Cyril Georgeson

57

LEADERSHIP LESSONS  
MISUNDERSTANDINGS TO 

 BE TAKEN CARE OF  
VIJAY THANGIAH

63

CROSSWORD 35  
J. Fredric Dawson

65

NEWS



Light of Life 6 february 2017

d

LIGHT OF LIFE 6 JANUARY 2016

 Inland     Overseas
 ` $ £

1 year 200 25 20
3 years 500 65 50
5 years 750 105 75
10 years 1200 180 120
25 years 4000 500 400

Full page b/w 2500
Half page b/w 1500
Quarter page b/w 900
Matrimonial* 750
Inside covers – colour 5000
Back cover – colour 7500

6LIGHT OF LIFE                                                                                      MARCH 2013

Light of Life
The Magazine For Christian Growth

P. O. Box 4576,
21 YMCA Road, Mumbai 400 008

Tel: 91-22-23095656, 23076941
E-mail: lol@mtnl.net.in

lightoflife1@rediffmail.com
www.lightoflife-india.com

Subscription Rates

Inland     Overseas
   $   £

1 year 150 20 14
3 years 400 55 40
5 years 650 95 65
25 years 3000 450 300
Gift (1 year) 125 18 12
Advertisement Rates

 
   `  `  `  `  `

Full Page              2000
Half Page    1,200
Quarter Page 750
Matrimonial             600*
Inside Covers 4,000
Back Cover 6,000

5% discount is given for  subsequent insertion(s).
Rs.30/- extra for outstation cheques.

Payments for Renewal of Subscription and
Advertisements can be made directly into
Light of Life Magazine Savings Account No.
003601021256 (IFSC Code: ICIC 0000036)
in the Maratha Mandir Branch of ICICI Bank,
under intimation by E-mail to us.

*Two testimonials are required for matrimonial
ads (one from your local church Pastor and the
other from a lay Christian leader). Send
advertisement matter, 6 weeks in  advance;
payment by DD or MO in favour of “Light of
Life Magazine” MUST accompany the matter.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR MUST INCLUDE THE
NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE WRITER.

RN 22729/72   ISSN 0970-2571
Printed at Ebenezer Printing House,Printed at Ebenezer Printing House,Printed at Ebenezer Printing House,Printed at Ebenezer Printing House,Printed at Ebenezer Printing House,

DadarDadarDadarDadarDadar, Mumbai - 400028., Mumbai - 400028., Mumbai - 400028., Mumbai - 400028., Mumbai - 400028.
Published by S. Retnamony for

Christian Digest Society of India,
P.O. Box 4576, 21 YMCA Road, Mumbai  400 008.

`

LETTERS

YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 
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Commercialisation  Of 
Christmas

as usual, your December   
2016 issue was useful to 

me in a personal way, apart from 
being useful to our Voluntary 
Small group Studies. Janet 
edwin’s Commercialisation of 
Christmas is timely. every believer 
is exhorted to ask himself or 
herself the following questions: 
have i shifted the emphasis from 
Christ to customs? have i changed 
a holy day to a holiday? Does my 
happiness come from possessing 
things rather than knowing Christ? 
am i able to see the symbolism in 
lights, star and angelic chorus? 
I hope your answer to the first 
three questions is “No” and to 
the last question it is “yes”. May 
the Spirit of Christ reveal to you 
many, many spiritual truths and 
give you a deeper insight. amen! 
alleluia!
P. Selvaraj, Pollachi, Tamil Nadu

Christian Life

Zac Poonen has perfectly 
analysed the true meaning 

of Christian worship, spirituality, 
witness and service in his article A 
Son or a Servant  (LoL Dec.2016). 
our perfect model as we strive 
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to live the Christian life is Jesus 
Christ, the Son of Man (god’s 
incarnation). i thank the author 
for enlightening the believers.

P. D. Arthur Prasad, Mysore, 
Karnataka.

Crossword

attending to the Crossword 
is such a rewarding spiritual 

experience and it enriches the 
soul and mind. thank you so 
much for the encouragement.

Rani Prasanna, Bangalore, 
Karnataka

Eye-Opening

While travelling by train i 
saw the magazine named 

Light of Life with one of my co-
passengers. i am grateful to god 
that he gave me a chance to read 
an article in the November issue 
by aasish oommen Cherian, 
‘Knowing god’. it was an eye 
opening article. he explained 
very clearly about the personal 
relationship with god. i thank 
god for your magazine and the 
articles you are distributing.

Dharmendra Mathuriya,  
(by email)
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Editorial

THE WILL OF GOD

Sometimes we hear from 
people, “Let god’s will be 
done,” after they have been 

disappointed that something 
they wanted did not take place. 
they are not very happy with 
god’s will; they would have very 
much preferred it if 
what they wanted had 
happened. there are 
two assumptions that 
are wrong here.

one wrong assump-
tion is that what they 
wanted to happen 
was much better than 
what god has planned. 
therefore, they are 
not too happy, and it 
is with reluctance that 
they submit to god’s 
will. but god is perfect 
in every aspect – in his 
knowledge, wisdom and power 
– when he chooses to do some-
thing and does it. it is in our igno-
rance of this that we assume that 
our will would have been better 

than his in some situations. No. 
he knows best, and whatever we 
can plan cannot be better than 
his will in any way at any time. if 
we imagine our way is better, that 
would be because we are ignorant 
of all the factors that go into his 

consideration when 
he makes a decision. 
We may be making a 
choice based on a lim-
ited understanding of 
things, while he has 
all knowledge of all 
things and he knows 
what is best for us. 
once we realise this, 
we can stop feeling bad 
when our will is not 
getting done, and we 
can joyfully commit to 
god that we want his 
will and not ours to be 
done always.

Jesus tells us that if we want 
to follow him, we would need 
to deny ourselves, take up our 
cross and follow him (Lk.9:23). 

If we imagine our way 
is better, that would 
be because we are 
ignorant of all the 

factors that go into His 
consideration when 

He makes a decision. 
We may be making 
a choice based on a 

limited understanding 
of things, while He has 

all knowledge of all 
things and He knows 
what is best for us.
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We have to put our will on the 
cross and let it die, if we are to be 
able to do his will. We can do this 
cheerfully if we believe that his 
will is always better than ours.

Sometimes we are constrained 
by our short term view of things, 
and we are thinking more about 
what happens to us here on earth 
and not so much about what our 
condition will be in eternity. but 
god thinks about every aspect 
of our life. he thinks of what we 
need now and in the future in our 
life on earth, but he thinks more 
about what he wants to happen 
to us in eternity. for example, 
god knows that some treasures 
of eternity can only be gained 
through suffering on this earth. 
So he allows us to go through 
difficulties and tries to help us 
to become better people through 
them. When we are unable to 
share this view with god, it is 
quite natural for us to think that 
god’s will is not good for us.

Many people, especially many 
young people, are scared to come 
to god because they think they 
would then have to give up many 
things that they enjoy in life. but 
god is not against us enjoying our 
life because it is he himself who 
has created all things for us to enjoy 
(1tim.6:17)! it is when the things 
that we enjoy are going to harm 
us, either immediately or from an 
eternal point of view, when we go 

outside the boundaries god has 
set for us, that god warns us not 
to go after them. he gives us such 
warnings due to his great love for 
us because he does not want us 
to get hurt.

the other misunderstanding 
that is hidden in the example we 
started with is that everything 
that ultimately happens must be 
the will of god. this is based on the 
false assumption that since god 
is almighty and in full control of 
everything, and since nothing can 
happen without his permission, 
what actually happens must be 
his will. this way of reasoning is 
completely erroneous because a 
lot of things that actually happen 
are evil, and they cannot be 
attributed to god! the answer 
some people give to this problem 
is that since god is almighty, he 
could have prevented anything 
from happening, and if he has 
not prevented it but allowed it to 
happen, it must be according to 
his will. but this would be true 
only if god is the only person in 
the universe with the ability to 
decide anything.

the fact of the matter is that 
while god is fully sovereign, in 
that no one can control what he 
chooses to do, and he has perfect 
liberty to do whatever he wants, 
in two sovereign decisions he 
created angels and man with 
the ability to make their own 
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decisions. god’s overall control 
remains in that he draws and 
holds the limits of what they 
can do. in that sense, what we 
have is only a ‘limited’ free will. 
however, this also means that 
now god has to bear with angels 
or man making certain decisions 
that are not according to his 
will. and that is what they did, 
in fact. Some of the angels chose 
to become independent of god, 
rebelled against him, and became 
demons in the process, and man 
chose to disobey god 
in order to have their 
own independent 
knowledge of good 
and evil apart from 
god, and lost their 
connection with god.

these two were 
consequences of god’s 
decision to give a free 
will to angels and 
man, which god had 
already anticipated. in the case 
of fallen angels, he decided to 
subject them to eternal bondage, 
and in the case of man, he chose 
to offer them a way of salvation 
through which they could get 
back to god.

in other words, everything 
that happens is not god’s will. 
Some of it is the result of sin (of 
angels or man) and is definitely 
not the will of god. Some of it 
is the result of our own wrong 

decisions or acts, or of someone 
else’s decisions independent of 
god, and not the will of god. it is 
wrong to attribute such instances 
to god’s will because that ends up 
in maligning god.

a third wrong concept about 
god is that he is almighty and 
so what He wills will definitely 
and automatically get done. this 
is also linked with the concept 
of predestination. but it is 
interesting to see from the bible 
that many things that god has 

predestined do not 
happen automatically. 
for example, we 
see that god has 
predestined that those 
whom he has called 
to be his children 
should be conformed 
to the image of his Son 
(rom.8:28-30). but 
the fact of the matter 
is that this does not 

happen automatically, without 
the cooperation of his children 
which is subject to their free will! 
this shows us that sometimes 
god’s will is simply his plan or 
what he has made provisions 
for, some of which he has made 
partly subject to the will of man. 
for another example, his desire 
or will is that all men should be 
saved (1tim.2:4), but he knows 
very well that actually only a few 
are going to find the way that 
leads to life (Matt.7:14).

god’s overall control 
remains in that He 

draws and holds the 
limits of what they can 
do. However, this also 
means that now god 

has to bear with angels 
or man making certain 
decisions that are not 
according to His will.
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at the same time, we recognise 
that some of his plans, especially 
those concerning the bigger 
picture, are taking place slowly 
but steadily. god had made plans 
for man’s salvation even before he 
laid the foundations of the world 
(eph.1:3-14), and from the time 
man fell, god was taking one step 
after another towards bringing 
salvation. and, god’s plan of 
salvation was finally offered to 
man through the death of his Son 
‘in the fullness of time’ (gal.4:4). 
the culmination of all things is 
also heading in the direction of 
fulfilment ‘in the fullness of time’ 
(eph.1:10).

the way god has designed it, all 
his plans are already in place for 
him who exists outside of time. 
these plans include the creation 
of man with a limited amount of 
free will, the possibility that man 
might misuse this freedom and 
sin, and also the act of justification, 
sanctification and glorification to 

restore man to the fullness of his 
plans. from our point of view, 
we need to make a distinction 
between what is really god’s plan 
for us and what happens because 
of the presence of sin in the world. 
and, if we really know god for 
who he really is, we will also trust 
that his will is always perfect and 
the best for any of our situations. 
“be transformed by the renewing 
of your mind, so that you may 
prove what the will of god is, that 
which is good and acceptable and 
perfect” (rom.12:2). in order 
to be able to do that, what we 
need to do is to renew our mind 
more and more by meditating on 
the word of god and walking in 
fellowship with him.

LIGHT OF LIFE 53 MARCH  2016

Dr. Daniel Sathiaraj 
retired from St John’s 

PG College, Hyderabad, 
where he taught Computer 

Science. He lives in 
Hyderabad.

noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 
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ARE WE ESCAPING AND 
HIDING FROM GOD?

God knows where we are, but do we know where we are  
and where we are headed?

SWAPNA PETER

Some important, mean-
ingful words of the bible 
are often ignored, one of 

which is watchfulness. this ar-
ticle is an attempt to capture the 
essence of this important word.

What is ‘watchfulness’? is 
someone watching you? Who is 
it? Why are you being watched? 

The dictionary defines the 
word ‘watchfulness’ as ‘the state 
of being constantly attentive and 
responsive to signs of opportu-
nity, activity, or danger’. in short, 
it means observing with attentive-
ness. one of the best illustrations 
of ‘watchfulness’ is soldiers post-
ed at the border-posts round-the-
clock to guard and defend their 
nation and its inhabitants against 
the enemy’s attacks, particularly 
in times of war.

God’s Love

Just think of your own life – is 
it not precious to you? Well, life 
is precious for everyone, more 
so the lives of their loved ones. 
but for the Lord, the life of every 

human being is precious and 
valuable, because he paid the 
utmost price of sacrificing His 
only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 
to save your life and mine. Do you 
know how much the Lord loves 
us? his love is unfathomable and 
infinite.

this loving god is constantly 
watching over us and caring for 
us, day and night. he says, “i have 
set watchmen upon thy walls, o 
Jerusalem, which shall never hold 
their peace day nor night: ye that 
make mention of the Lord, keep 
not silence” (isa.62:6).

he is not only constantly 
watching, but also protecting us. 
“for he will command his angels 
concerning you to guard you in all 
your ways; they will lift you up in 
their hands, so that you will not 
strike your foot against a stone” 
(Psa.91:11-12).

God’s Presence

one of the truths of god’s word 
is that he is constantly watching 
over us; however, in spite of 
the knowledge of this truth, we 
sometimes distance ourselves 
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and try to hide from him. but can 
we hide from god? No way! the 
bible says there is no place in the 
world god cannot reach. if you go 
up to the heavens, or go deep in 
the sea, he is there. if you are in 
darkness, he is there (Psa.139:1-
16). even when we were in our 
mother’s womb, god’s eyes saw 
our unformed body (Jer.23:23-
24). these Scripture verses, and 
many others, tell us something 
about the greatness of god our 
father – his omnipresence and 
omniscience.

remember adam? immediately 
after he ate the forbidden fruit, he 
hid himself from the presence of 
god. although god knew about 
adam’s sin and where he was 
hiding, he called adam, “Where 
are you?” god wanted adam to 
know that he was hiding from 
him because he was guilty of his 
sin of disobedience. god expected 
an honest answer and confession; 
but adam and eve began giving 
excuses for their disobedience. 
the symptoms of their sin were 
shame, fear and guilt; and in 
trying to escape those, they 
covered their bodies with fig 
leaves! they could not escape 
from god’s presence and had to 
face the tragic consequence of 
their wilful disobedience. 

We should not forget that sin 
is sin, however ‘small’ or ‘big’. 

Sin separates us from god and 
causes us to hide from him. No 
fig leaves of self-righteousness 
can cover our shame from god’s 
sight. No hiding place can help 
us escape god’s presence. No 
excuses can remove our guilt of 
sin. Nothing, absolutely nothing, 
can help us to hide from the 
presence of god.

God’s Knowledge Of Us

Let us consider our practical 
life. our most intimate human 
relationship is with our spouse. 
even though an ideal married 
couple share their deepest 
feelings and dreams with each 
other, they can never say with 
certainty that they know each 
other perfectly well; but they 
do keep discovering new things 
about each other in their life’s 
journey together.

the amazing fact is that the Lord 
knows us through and through; 
he knew us before we were even 
born, and he will know us the 
rest of our life in this world and 
in the world to come!

the Lord Jesus told his disciples, 
and tells us today, “indeed, the 
very hairs of your head are all 
numbered” (Lk.12:7). Can we 
count 1000 people seated in a 
hall in a second? We cannot. and 
so we realise that we are weak 
and finite, that God is strong 
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and infinite. Let us therefore ask 
ourselves these questions.
Can I escape from the fact that God 
knows me through and through?

Can I escape and hide from the 
presence of God?

Can I escape from the fact that God 
is infinitely powerful?

the answer is, none of us can.

are we trying to escape and 
hide from god’s knowledge of us, 
his presence and his 
power? are we giving 
excuses or blaming 
others in order to 
get rid of our guilty 
conscience? if god 
asks you, “Where are 
you?” what will your 
answer be?

God’s Call

god knows where we are, but 
do we know where we are and 
where we are headed? have we 
taken the time to examine our 
own lives in the light of god’s 
word? are we so engrossed in the 
affairs of this life– entertaining 
ourselves, socialising, seeking 
material pursuits – that we do 
not have the time to see where 
we are heading? if the answer 
to these questions is “No” or 
“Not sure,” we need to pause and 
watch! When we approach god’s 

presence and search our hearts, 
he will reveal to us the goodness 
and the darkness of our lives.

When god calls us, as he called 
adam and eve when they hid 
from him, can we answer, “i am 
here, Lord; please help me get 
right with you”? or will we hide 
ourselves? our honest answer 
and humble confession will lead 
us closer to the Lord.

remember, god did not send 
his Son into the world 
to condemn the world, 
but to save the world 
through him (Jn.3:17). 
therefore, don’t ever 
try to escape and 
hide from the Lord. 
Whatever may be the 
situation, listen to 
him calling you, come 
to him and remain in 

his presence always. he calls us 
because he knows where we are, 
and waits for our answer, “yes 
Lord, i am here; i no longer want 
to hide from you.”

yes, dear reader, god is 
constantly watching over us.

Swapna Peter  
is senior HR Manager 

with Oasis India, Mumbai.

Are we trying to escape 
and hide from god’s 
knowledge of us, His 

presence and His 
power? Are we giving 

excuses or blaming 
others in order to 

get rid of our guilty 
conscience?
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Pastoral Training Seminary is a ministry of Love Maharashtra, Pune

The Pastoral Training Seminary (PTS) is a member of The Master’s Academy International 
(TMAI), USA. TMAI is a consortium of 16 such Training Centres in 6 continents committed 
to excellence in Pastoral Training for effective ministry in local churches around the world. 
Degrees issued by PTS bear the seal and approval of this Academy.

185, Simpal Sancoale, Sancoale, Goa 403710
+91 58830222
+91 (0832) 6480150
info@pastoraltrainingseminary.org
www.pastoraltrainingseminary.org

Pastoral Training Seminary
Costs for Singles (Rs. 2000 per month) and 
Couples (Rs. 4000 per month; up to two
children free) covers tuition fees, 
accommodation and food.

Residential quarters are provided for both 
families and single men

Academic Year runs June-February

Residential Program

Applicants must be graduates with 
English proficiency.

We only train men who are genuinely saved 
and called and gifted to pastoral ministry.

Requirements
Personal Discipleship and Church 
Internship Oportunities

Emphasis on Practical Theology and 
Counseling

Courses that Ground the Student in 
Biblical Theology

Exegetical Training in Greek and Hebrew

Three-Year MDiv Program

Distinctives

Pastors must make service in the local church 
the highest priority in their ministries 
(Matthew16:18).

Personal godliness is essential to effective 
church leadership (see 1 Timothy 3:1-7).

Pastoral ministry must be focused on 
excellence in biblical exposition--“Preach the 
Word” (2 Timothy 4:2).

APPLY

NOW!

WE TRAIN PASTORS WHO PREACH AND LIVE CHRIST

www.pastoraltrainingseminary.org
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BEING RICH  
TOWARDS GOD

We must be cautious about our zeal for money-making.

in an epoch-making 
decision, the government 
of india demonetised all 

existing notes of `500 and `1000 
denominations, on November 
8, 2016, to fight black money, 
corruption, terrorism and 
counterfeit currency. `1000 and 
500 denominations had formed 
about 86% of the currency in 
circulation in India. Benefits of 
demonetisation include economic 
growth and development in the 
long run and its beneficial impact 
on the poor and middle-class, 
making real estate prices, health 
care, higher education, etc., within 
the reach of the common man.

according to some authentic es-
timates, the size of black money 
in india is about 20% of its gross 
Domestic Product. the move to 
demonetise high denomination 
notes was triggered by the fact 
that transactions in black mon-
ey (unaccounted income) have 
been in cash. Doing transactions 
without book entries or through 
parallel accounting, manipula-
tion of sales/receipts, under-

GEORGE JOHN reporting of price in land and 
real estate transactions, etc., are 
some of the unscrupulous means 
through which black money is 
generated.

in india, black money is ap-
parently being converted into 
investments in land, gold, etc., 
through cash dealings. it is perti-
nent to note that the proportion 
of cash usage is more in develop-
ing countries like india than in 
the developed nations. a major 
positive fallout of the demon-
etisation would be the gradual 
shift to non-cash transactions 
through digital entries/cards, 
which in addition to being easy 
and smooth, could also be cap-
tured in the financial accounts 
of banks. the government wants 
to bring more stringent mea-
sures to combat the evil of black 
money. a progressive measure 
like the impending implementa-
tion of goods and Services tax 
will give less scope for tax eva-
sion. the number of individual 
income tax payers in india was 
around 1.25 crore in 2012-13, 
which was just 1% of the popu-
lation of the country! 
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Biblical Principles 

With this background, it is 
appropriate to reflect on what the 
bible tells us about the mundane 
matters of money-making, 
financial integrity, etc.

All economic offences are 
against the canons of the bible. 
financial integrity is very much 
a part of godliness. tax compli-
ance is a prime duty of the citi-
zens of the country, and the be-
lievers will do well to set a good 
example in the matter. tax eva-
sion is tantamount to robbing 
the government and breaking the 
eighth commandment. the sol-
emn advice of Jesus on paying tax 
is a clear sign-post. in response 
to a question whether it is lawful 
to pay taxes, Jesus said, “render 
therefore to Caesar the things 
that are Caesar’s, and to god the 
things that are god’s” (Matt.22:21 
NKJV). the word ‘render’ in the 
original greek text emphatically 
connotes giving what is due, giv-
ing back, restoring, etc. the above 
text emphasises the believer’s re-
sponsibility to comply fully with 
the tax laws of the country as well 
as to give to god generously and 
cheerfully. it is outright hypocrisy 
to give to god large sums, while 
being dishonest in every-day fi-
nancial transactions. obedience 
to the laws of the land stems 
from the fact that authorities 
are appointed by god. “render 

therefore to all their due: taxes 
to whom taxes are due, customs 
to whom customs, fear to whom 
fear, honour to whom honour” 
(rom.13:7).

Integrity in financial matters is 
something about which there can 
be no compromise for a Christian. 
Thus, all falsification of accounts 
or such acts to circumvent the 
laws of the land are against god’s 
commandments. “Diverse weights 
and diverse measures, they are 
both alike, an abomination to the 
Lord” (Prov.20:10). We Christians 
are obliged to take a bold stand 
against corrupt practices. for 
instance, we can refuse to sign 
a property sale agreement 
that involves unofficial cash 
transactions, which is one of the 
major channels that generates 
black money in india. financial 
integrity is necessary for righteous 
living. truthfulness is what god 
expects from his people.

Attitude Towards Money

Accepting and offering bribes 
are against biblical principles. 
integrity also means that we 
do not exploit others, whether 
it is the people who serve us or 
whoever we are dealing with. for 
instance, it is a well-known fact 
that even rich people bargain with 
the poor vegetable vendors to 
save a couple of rupees, whereas 
the same people have no qualms 
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in buying expensive branded 
items without blinking an eyelid! 

While a Christian cannot be 
faulted for having possessions 
rightfully earned, one needs to 
avoid contradictions detrimental 
to true Christian living. financial 
prudence, exercised in a righteous 
manner for income generation 
and saving, cannot be condemned. 
however, when we acknowledge 
the lordship of Jesus who said, 
“you cannot serve god and 
riches” (Matt.6:24), we imply that 
we keep money matters under 
subjugation to biblical 
principles. 

an intense urge 
to make money 
can create serious 
problems (1tim.6:10). 
it was the love of 
money that resulted in the 
defeat of the israelites and the 
death of achan (Josh.7:19-26); 
gehazi’s greed made him leprous 
(2Kgs.5:20-27); Judas betrayed 
Jesus for money (Matt.26:14-16); 
ananias and Sapphira lied to the 
holy Spirit about their property 
transaction, resulting in their 
instant death (acts 5:1-11).

in the story of the rich man 
and Lazarus, the rich man’s sin 
was not excess of wealth; it was 
his indifference to the needs of 
his neighbour. in Jesus’ parable 

of the rich fool, people who want 
to become rich are warned, “take 
heed and beware of covetousness, 
for one’s life does not consist in 
the abundance of the things he 
possesses.” and about the fate 
of the rich fool, a hard-hitting 
epitaph is given by our Lord 
himself, “this is how it will be 
with anyone who stores up things 
for himself but is not rich toward 
god” (Lk.12:16-21 NiV). 

True Riches

godliness with contentment 
is great gain. “better 
is a little with 
righteousness than 
vast revenues without 
justice” (Pro.16:8). 
the fact that our life is 
short, should spur us 

on to live looking heavenwards. 
We must store up treasures in 
heaven. Let us be mindful of the 
fact that we do not know how our 
possessions will be used once 
we leave this world. even though 
we can ensure partition of our 
possessions by making a Will, we 
do not know how the succeeding 
generation will use it!

We are stewards, for a little 
while, of all that we earn here. 
Let us be faithful stewards of all 
that god has given us. account-
keeping is very important for tax 

The fact that our life 
is short, should spur 
us on to live looking 

heavenwards. We must 
store up treasures in 

heaven.
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purposes, but far more important 
is the fact that we have to give 
an account to god on the Day of 
Judgment for the way we have 
used the money entrusted to us.

Let us remember that Jesus 
emphasised spiritual enrichment 
and spiritual blessings above 
material prosperity and earthly 
comforts. the blessings we have in 
Christ are spiritual (eph.1:3). We, 

George John  
lives in  

Thiruvananthapuram,  
having retired from the  

banking sector.

as Christians, must be cautious 
about our zeal for money-making, 
and must ensure that it does not 
affect our testimony to the world 
at large.
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Just imagine, the god of 
heaven and earth, the ruler 
of the whole wide world, 

delighting in us and smiling at 
us! What an exciting and heart-
warming experience this is to us, 
his children!

i want to share with you a secret 
that will put a smile on god’s face. 
the secret, though quite simple, 
requires a real-time assistance of 
the holy Spirit for us to steadfastly 
apply it to our lives. 

Let me now unveil the only 
thing that delights our father in 
heaven. it is a heart of gratitude.

how can our hearts brim with 
gratitude to god 24x7? here are a 
few quick tips.
#1 every morning, feed on god’s 

word and fill your mind with it. 
the Scripture verses are more 
than just written words and 
sentences – they represent 
the living Word Jesus himself. 
for example, when you read 
“god is good and his mercy 
endures forever”, write these 
words on the slate of your 

HOW TO MAKE GOD 
SMILE AT US?

Make it your lifestyle to be grateful to God all the time.

SHARON SUGUMARAN mind and feed (meditate) on 
them through the day.

#2 every night, before you hit the 
bed, recollect all the goodness 
god bestowed upon you 
and your family through the 
day and thank him from the 
depths of your heart.

#3 Maintain a ‘secret diary’and 
call it ‘thank you’ book in 
which you pen down all the 
blessings and the goodness of 
god upon your life, beginning 
from the day of your birth till 
date. the more you think of 
the mountains and valleys 
you have crossed, the more 
reasons you have to praise 
and thank god.

#4 When you talk and interact 
with your friends, look for 
opportunity to tell them 
about God’s specific blessings 
in your life, and let them know 
how grateful you are to god. 
Make sure you give all the 
glory to god as you narrate 
your real life experiences.

#5 Most importantly, ask the 
holy Spirit to enable you to 
remember and acknowledge 
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To reach the unreached people groups in North India / Muslim nations
Jesus said, the harvest is plentiful but the labourers are few (Luke 10:2)

Be My witnesses . even to the uttermost parts of the world. (Acts 1:8)

We invite young, zealous mission minded men between 22-34 years of age
for the 40 days

in New Delhi. The Training gives you practical experience and exposure
for cross-cultural missionary work and church planting. Topics are on mak-
ing disciples, disciple-multiplication, different methods of outreach / evan-
gelism, practical Church Planting, how to reach out to Muslims, and much
more. The training is exclusively in ENGLISH and taught by well expe-
rienced International and Indian teachers / men of God.

• be able to communicate well in English
• have good Bible knowledge OR Bible College qualification

• have some experience in ministry and a passion to reach the lost

• be willing to adopt a new culture and learn a new language if needed
• be in good sound health for long-term ministry
We select 20 candidates from churches, ministries, Bible Colleges all over India.
Scholarship can be provided for needy candidates for the Training in New Delhi.
After the training we choose some candidates to go to the unreached people in
North India and some to go to West Asia. Candidates who are selected to go to
West Asia will be sponsored for one year and further guidance will be given to
continue long term in West Asia. APPLY SOON!
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with deep gratitude all of 
god’s mercies, grace, kindness, 
love, and even his corrections. 
if god does not correct us 
and give us his grace to be 
disciplined, we will continue 
to live in sin and, eventually, 
die in sin. how much we need 
to thank him for his warnings 
and corrections!

# 6 tell god that every breath you 
take is a blessing from him. 
yes, it is important to verbalise 
your gratitude to god, let god 
hear your words, let the world 
hear it, and let the evil one 
hear it too. this verbalisation 
of our gratitude for god’s 
mercy should happen not just 
during good times, but also 
during times of sorrow.

Make it your lifestyle to be 
grateful to god all the time, 
because he is good all the time 
and his mercy endures forever.

i want to close with a small 
incident that moved me. the 

family had just lost their little 
daughter. as they sat down to 
pray after the funeral service, the 
father began his prayer with these 
words, “thank you, Lord, for all 
the good times we cherished 
with our little girl.” i am sure 
this prayer must have moved our 
loving and caring heavenly father 
to tears of joy.

While sorrow, pain and heart-
ache are part of our lives, and it is 
very hard at such times to praise 
god, we need to remember that 
if we incline our hearts to praise 
him, as we do in good times, we 
will indeed put a smile on our 
heavenly father’s face and defeat 
our arch enemy, the devil, with 
ease. 

Sharon Sugumaran 
works as an exercise  

physiologist at Chennai.
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away from His smoothened rod, 
you might have to face ravening 
wolves in your journey all by 
yourself.

Lastly, you realise that it is 
impossible for the One who 
gave His blood and life for you 
to do anything that will harm 
you in the slightest. 

The Bible says that God’s 
ways are higher than ours; this 
means our small brains cannot 
comprehend His great plans. 
Simple! That’s the hard reality.

If you trust, all things work 
together for good to those 
who love the Lord; stay calm 
at any situation and do not 
react negatively towards God’s 
moves. He will make you reap 
the fruits for all your painful 
endurance.

This is just logically thinking 
the Lord’s way, with the 
assistance of the Holy Spirit, 
unlike the normal human way. 
We are convinced, at the end 
of every pain, that we need 
God even to bust our pain. I’m 

sure Abraham did not know 
the reason for the call of God 
to sacrifice Isaac, but he still 
obliged because he logically 
reasoned ‘God’s way’. 

All that I gather by these 
haphazard situations is that 
we need God, our Jesus Christ, 
every minute. Even a single 
second without Him would be 
a rational disaster and bring 
about an absolute flaw in our 
perception.

Let’s identify the one who 
really brings the ordeal in our 
lives. It is the father of deception, 
the devil. We can’t fight him 
without God. So, beware and 
stay as close to Jesus every 
minute and as much as possible. 
He is the only one who holds the 
key to untangle Satan’s deadliest 
knots in our lives.

Sharon Sugumaran 
works as an exercise  

physiologist at Chennai.
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UNION BIBLICAL SEMINARY (UBS) 

INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR THE POSITION OF PRINCIPAL  

UBS is an evangelical theological educational institution offering courses 

at graduate (BD), postgraduate (MTH) and doctoral (DTh). There are 26 

faculties and above 350 students. 

The principal is the chief executive officer of the seminary and is 

responsible for leading and managing all academic, administrative and 

pastoral function to fulfil its mission. 

The applicant should have an earned doctorate in any theological 

disciplines.  The successful candidate will be a person of deep 

commitment to Christ and His church and the training of church 

leadership. 
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President, UBS board and Association, Pune, Maharashtra or by email to 
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Pornography is one of the 
major ethical problems 
that we are facing today. it 

has emerged as a serious threat to 
the dignity of human sexuality and 
its divine purpose, challenging the 
very nature of man and woman, 
and representing the perversion 
of mind in the contemporary 
age. it has tainted the sanctity 
and purity of sex, promoted the 
degradation of humanness and 
advanced the commercialisation 
of sex. this article examines 
the effects of pornography and 
suggests ways to overcome the 
pornographic addiction.

What Is Pornography? 

the word ‘pornography’ 
comes from the greek word 
pornographos, which means 
‘whore-writing’ or ‘writing about 
prostitutes’. Pornography refers 
to writings, pictures or movies on 
all kinds of sexual activities. the 
term ‘porn’ refers to ‘indecent 
sexual stuffs.’ According to one 

PORNOGRAPHY  
EXPOSED

When we encounter the challenge of pornography, we need to be 
strong in our faith and determined in our commitment to God.

SHIVRAJ K. MAHENDRA definition, “Pornography is that 
which exploits and dehumanises 
sex, so that human beings are 
treated as things and women in 
particular as sex objects.”

Why Do People Drown In 
Pornography? 

Pornography uses the strong 
visual senses of men and women 
to promote lust and sensuality, and 
thus it is attractive to many people. 
Pornography seems particularly 
attractive to those who are 1) 
curious and/or exploring about 
sex and sexuality, 2) coping with 
stress and peer-pressure, lonely 
and/or depressed, and 3) fearful 
of relationship and intimacy, with 
a feeling of low self-worth, etc. 
Some are forced into it and some 
are enslaved by it!

What Are The Effects Of 
Pornography? 

The adverse effects of pornog-
raphy range from psychological 
harm (shame, nightmares, fear, 
suicidal tendencies) to physical 
damage (rape, torture, murder, 
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sexually transmitted  diseases).  
researches show that sexual 
arousal through the use of porn 
has proven negative psychologi-
cal effect. Men tend to be more 
aggressive towards women and 
less responsive to pain and suf-
fering of rape victims. Pornog-
raphy desensitises persons to 
rape as a criminal offence. Thus, 
“pornography is the theory and 
rape is the practice.” rape rates 
are highest in places where con-
sumption of porn is uncontrolled 
and enforcement of pornogra-
phy laws remains feeble. family 
breakdown and tension and con-
flict in close relationships are just 
two of the many harmful social 
consequences of pornography 
addiction.

Spiritually speaking, pornogra-
phy darkens our understanding 
and separates us from the godly 
life. It affects the whole person – 
physically, mentally, emotionally 
and spiritually.  it debases sexual-
ity, corrodes human relationships, 
exploits women, youth and chil-
dren, undermines marriage and 
family life, destroys ministries, 
fosters anti-social behaviour and 
weakens the moral fabric of the 
society. it also opens the door for 
demonic attack and intrusions.

How To Break The Porn 
Bondage?

Some people, who have got 
entangled into the trap of por-

nography, think that there is no 
way out! this is not true. there is 
hope for all. With our conscious 
effort and with the grace of God, 
we can break the bondage. here 
are seven steps to do so.

Step 1: Recognise the 
problem. We need to realise 
the destructive consequences 
of pornography and grasp the 
seriousness of this sin. We also 
need to have the right view 
and value of sex and sexuality. 
Pornography is a sin. it has to be 
confessed. Confess it, and god is 
willing to forgive you. 

Step 2: Realise your personal 
identity. We are created in the 
image of god. We are persons 
created with dignity and gifted 
with wisdom. We cannot possibly 
enjoy dirt and filth. We are a new 
creation in Christ. our identity is 
for making a positive impact.

Step 3: Practise the presence 
of God. We need to realise the 
presence of god in all places at 
all times and turn to the Lord 
Jesus for grace and strength. Let 
us not do anything in private that 
we cannot do in public. Let us 
allow Jesus to cleanse us and let 
us practise the presence of his 
Spirit. 

Step 4: Be careful. Let us iden-
tify the opportunities, contexts 
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and situations that motivate or 
influence us to draw into por-
nography and be careful to avoid 
them consciously. avoid loneli-
ness, be social, set a goal, find an 
ambition and keep real busy.

Step 5: Take authority 
over your eyes. Let us not 
look at anyone lustfully. avoid 
looking back to pornographic 
advertisements, pictures and 
posters. train our mind to take 
impure thoughts captive, and 
guard our heart with all diligence. 
there are better things in life to 
focus and strive for. 

Step 6: Take help from 
others. if you feel you cannot 
do it alone, get help of 
accountability partners. We 
can choose friends, fellowships 
and ministries that can help us 
to discard pornography. Do not 
hesitate to share your problem 
with people (pastor or friend) 
who can help. 

Step 7: Follow the principle 
of the shift of energy focus. 
When tempted, do some physical 
exercise or some hard work (e.g., 
push-ups) till your mind is off the 
thing. remember Job’s covenant 
with the eyes (31:1). Spend 
quality times with god, memorise 
James 1:14-15 and 1 Corinthians 
6:18-20, and pray regularly for 
victorious living.

once we have made a resolution 
to turn away from the sin of 
pornography, we must practically 
follow these steps in order to 
achieve lasting triumph. however, 
we need to be seriously conscious 
about the influences of drinks and 
drugs, peer-groups and the very 
human nature, which hinder the 
process of freeing! but with god’s 
grace and your constant practice, 
you can surely overcome. 

Let us remember that the ugly 
proliferation of pornography is 
nourished by human weakness, 
spiritual lethargy, moral decay 
and a loss of human values. So 
we must constantly strive for 
excellence in our spirituality and 
morality in the context of our life 
and work. When we encounter 
the challenge of pornography, we 
need to be strong in our faith and 
determined in our commitment 
to god. it is high time to make a 
difference by living a life of purity, 
integrity and responsibility in the 
context of a confused, perverted 
and permissive world. 

Shivraj Kumar Mahendra 
is the author of a Christian 
response to Pornography 
and translator of Christian 

books into Hindi.



Light of Life 28 february 2017

d



Light of Life 29 february 2017

they sat on the Marina 
beach, in the twilight, 
with a lot of emotions 

running within. all three of them 
were filled with anxiety. Mary 
and her family stayed with Peter’s 
family during their brief holiday 
in Chennai; the next day they 
were to go back to their home-
town. 

Mary’s mother, Liza, liked Peter 
very much. a bubbling youth, 
attractive personality, zealous for 
the Lord, talented in the ministry. 
Liza wanted Peter to consider 
Mary as his life partner; she even 
spoke to Peter about it.

a close friend to all in the family, 
Peter too liked aunt Liza’s family 
very much. however, considering 
Mary for marriage was a daunting 
question for him, although Mary 
was good-looking, well educated, 
well mannered. being the only 
daughter, her parents would 
naturally want her to be well 
settled in family life.

While Peter had nothing against 
Mary as a person, he was not 
comfortable with her spirituality 
and personal commitment to 
Christ. yes, she was a pious 

PROMISE BROKEN
We may not always get a second chance if we miss God’s will.

P. JEBARAJ Christian, active in church as a 
Sunday school teacher, and had 
a good testimony in the Christian 
community. 

but Peter was brought up with 
the teaching, how not to choose 
a life partner by considering 
a–age, b–beauty, C–Caste, D– 
Dowry, e–education, and f-
family background, which many 
people normally consider. he was 
taught to look more closely at g - 
god’s will!

in the case of Mary, factors from 
A to F were fine. but the question 
was, “is it god’s will?”

that evening, on Liza’s insis-
tence, Peter took her and Mary 
to the beach, where Liza tried her 
best to convince Peter to accept 
Mary as his life partner, while Pe-
ter kept mumbling without com-
mitting anything. all of a sudden, 
Liza, who was flanked by Peter 
and Mary, caught Mary’s hand 
and asked Peter to place a small 
cross in her hand as a token of 
his promise that he would marry 
Mary!

Peter was cornered! because 
of his love for Liza and the whole 
family, he couldnot say, “No” to 
her. reluctantly, he put the cross 
in Mary’s hand and agreed to 



Light of Life 30 february 2017

d

marry her. Liza heaved a sigh of 
relief and was very happy at her 
‘success’.

Mary, confident that her 
mother knew what was best 
for her daughter (she did like 
Peter, though), agreed to marry 
Peter. but Peter’s heart started 
pumping faster and he felt as if 
he had committed a blunder. he 
couldn’t sleep that night and felt 
that he had betrayed the Lord 
by agreeing to this proposal. he 
knew in his heart of hearts that 
this thing was not from the Lord, 
and sought to free himself from 
this commitment. 

the following night, Mary 
and her family left Chennai for 
their home-town. early the next 
morning, Peter went for a stroll 
to the Marina beach. While 
walking along the beach from 
Marina to triplicane, he cried to 
the Lord and confessed that he 
had made the commitment in his 
flesh, without consulting Him. He 
pleaded with god to deliver him 
from this predicament.

god spoke to Peter clearly, “in the 
aspect of deciding about finding 
your life partner, if you miss god’s 
will, there may not be a second 
chance,” and reminded him about a 
well-known Sunday school chorus. 
he came to a renewed realisation 
that the god who controls the 
oceans can control the situations 
he faces in life.

Wide, wide as the ocean, 
High as the heavens above,  

Deep, deep as the deepest sea 
Is my Saviour’s love. 

I, though so unworthy, 
Still am a child of His care, 
For His word teaches me, 
That His love reaches me  

Everywhere.

With a new confidence, Peter 
left the beach in peace, having 
placed all his anxieties on the 
Lord. he remembered the saying, 
“a broken engagement is a lesser 
evil than a divorce.”

Meanwhile, Liza told Peter that 
he and Mary should exchange 
letters and communicate with 
each other till they got married. 
When Peter declined, Liza said 
she and Mary would commit 
suicide! Despite the threat, when 
Peter received Mary’s letters, he 
sent each of them back without 
opening, with the words, “Decided 
not to open.” after a few weeks, 
her letters stopped coming.

at the same time, Peter prayed 
for Mary that she too would come 
out of the promise she had made 
in the flesh. A year later, Mary 
attended a spiritual renewal 
camp where she re-dedicated her 
life to Christ and confessed to god 
that her promise to get married 
to Peter was made in the flesh.

Now Peter started getting 
marriage proposals, but he did 
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not consider any of them until 
he got the good news that Mary’s 
marriage had been fixed with 
another man. he now began to 
pray earnestly that god would 
show him the life partner he had 
chosen for him.

P. Jebaraj  
is a former General 

Secretary and present Field 
Partner of UESI. 

Peter is now happily married to 
the girl god selected for him! 
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the bible was written by 
men under the inspira-
tion of the holy Spirit. it 

is the food for the soul for a Chris-
tian who has come to faith in 
Christ and been born again. Just 
like a baby cries out for milk as 
soon as it is born, a true Christian, 
if he is to grow spiritually, needs 
this food of the word of god. i 
want to show you a verse where 
it speaks of what the word of god 
does, initially. We read 1 Peter 
1:23, “you have been born again 
not of seed which is perishable, 
but imperishable, that is, through 
the living and enduring word of 
god.” Many people feel, when 
they have made a mess of their 
lives, they could live their lives all 
over again. and that is exactly the 
opportunity God offers you when 
he says, “you can be born again.”

A Fresh Beginning

think if you could start your 
life all over again, as a little baby, 
and with no record of your past 
failures; it is all wiped out. that 
is what it means to be born again. 
your past is wiped out and you 

THE BIBLE IS THE  
WORD OF GOD

The word of God is milk that helps us grow in salvation.

ZAC POONEN are born a second time. the wish 
that you had, “oh, i wish i could 
start my life all over again,” god 
says, “I can fulfil it for you.” That 
is what happens when we receive 
Christ into our lives.

the verse we just saw says that 
this new birth takes place through 
a seed, just like your physical 
birth also began with the seed 
of your father. in the same way, 
spiritually, the word of God is like 
a seed which brings you to new 
birth. in what way? you believed 
that word, you responded to that 
word of god which said that Christ 
died for your sins. you accepted 
the word of god which said that 
you are a sinner. you believed that 
Christ rose again from the dead, 
and you were born again. you 
received his holy Spirit by faith, 
because that was god’s promise 
given in his word. and through 
that word, you have come into a 
new relationship with god. 

Grow As God’s Child

then it goes on to say, now that 
you are a new-born baby, the 
same word of god – which is like 
a seed which fell into your heart 
and brought you to life – now be-
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comes like milk for the new-born 
baby. “Like new-born babies, long 
for the pure milk of the word, so 
that you may grow in respect to 
salvation”(1Pet.2:2). a new born 
baby needs to grow. god has not 
forgiven us our sins in order that 
he might just take us to heaven. 
he wants us to grow, like it says in 
this verse, with respect to salva-
tion, to be increasingly saved from 
all the corruption that 
is in our nature that we 
have inherited from 
Adam, our first father: 
selfishness, pride, ar-
rogance, bitterness, 
jealousy, wickedness, 
and the like. We have 
to be saved from all 
these things. they 
don’t disappear the 
moment we are born 
again. When we are 
born again, it is like a 
new life that is come 
into us, and that life has the po-
tential to overcome all these evil 
habits. but that potential must be 
used to grow. 

Like a little baby, when it is born, 
it has the potential to become a 
muscular giant. but it is not going 
to grow into that if it doesn’t eat 
its food or drink its milk. it has 
to be fed and it has to eat its food 
in order to grow. and this is the 
mistake that many Christians 
make. they think that once their 
sins are forgiven, and they have 

received the holy Spirit, that is it. 
there is nothing more. Well, there 
is a lot more. you are just born. 
Can you say, once a baby is born 
into the world, that is it? there is 
nothing more for the baby? Well, 
that baby will die, if you just 
leave it like that. in fact, one of 
the first things that a baby does, 
as soon as it is born, is it cries. 
from the very first day, it longs 

for milk. there is a 
tremendous cry. you 
have heard babies 
screaming for milk. 
that is how a true 
Christian cries out 
for the word of god, 
for god to feed him 
through his word. 
Now if a baby does 
not cry out like that, 
we could say the baby 
is sick, or it is about 
to die. healthy babies 

will always cry out for milk, all 
the time. a healthy Christian 
is one who cries out for god’s 
word to feed him, as it says, like 
new born babies. there must be 
a tremendous longing in us for 
the milk of the word of god. the 
word of god is milk that helps 
us grow in salvation. 

Let God Work In You 

in the beginning of the bible, 
we see a beautiful picture of 
this. in genesis 1we read of the 
earth being in a chaotic state. the 

Healthy babies will 
always cry out for 

milk, all the time. A 
healthy Christian is 

one who cries out for 
god’s word to feed 
him, as it says,like 
new born babies. 
There must be a 

tremendous longing in 
us for the milk of the 

word of god.
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bible says the earth was formless, 
empty and dark. and that is the 
condition of humanity away from 
god - formless, empty and dark. 
that is what we were before being 
born again. how did god change 
this chaotic, formless, empty, dark 
world and make it into such a 
beautiful world, that at the end of 
genesis 1, god says, “this is very 
good”? how did god do it?

two things are very important 
for us to see here. first of all, “The 
Spirit of God moved 
upon this earth.” all 
of god’s work begins 
with the holy Spirit 
moving upon a chaotic 
situation and trying 
to redeem it, trying to 
solve the problem. but 
that was not all. We 
read a second thing: 
the word of God went forth. the 
Spirit of god moved, and the word 
of god went forth. these two 
always work together. What did 
the word of god say? “Let there 
be light.” that was the word. and 
as soon as that word went forth 
from god’s mouth, light came. 
again, we read the word of god 
saying, “Let there be an expanse 
in the midst of the waters,” and 
the heavens were created. and 
then god said, “Let the waters be 
gathered together and let the dry 
land appear,” and the earth was 
made. And so we find that every 
time the word of god went forth 

on the first day, on the second 
day, on the third day, something 
happened. Something of the 
chaos was changed. 

the whole earth was not 
changed in one day. it took six 
days, not because god takes time. 
god could have changed it in a 
moment. he could have made 
the whole earth beautiful in one 
moment, with one word. but he 
is trying to teach us something 
in the first page of the Bible, and 

that is, that god works 
in our lives slowly, 
day by day by day. 
each day, he wants 
to do something in 
us to remove the 
chaos, to remove the 
darkness, to remove 
the shapelessness, the 
un-Christ-likeness in 

our life.” our inner man is being 
renewed day by day” (2Cor.4:16). 
On the first day, there should be a 
change, on the second day, there 
should be a change, on the third 
day...and, throughout our lifetime. 
god wants to change us little by 
little, till a day comes, at the end 
of our life, when god can say, 
“Very good, i have been able to 
complete My work in this man.”

Feed On God’s Word

Now the sad thing is, with many 
Christians, that doesn’t happen, 
because they don’t respond to 
god. you see, in genesis 1, when 

Each day,  He wants 
to do something in 
us to remove the 

chaos, to remove the 
darkness, to remove 

the shapelessness, the 
un-Christ-likeness in 

our life.”
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the word of god went forth, the 
earth responded, and something 
happened. So, if you respond to the 
word of god, as it comes to your 
heart, something will definitely 
happen in your life. if you accept 
that word, if you believe that 
word, if you obey that word, 
something will definitely happen. 
Just like you read in genesis 1, 
every day something happened, 
and god said it was good. god’s 
will for you is that every day, you 
should receive some word of god 
into your heart that is going to 
produce some change in your life. 
that is why the most important 
thing for you to receive every day 
is the word of god, more than 
your food.

You remember the first 
temptation that Jesus faced in 
the wilderness? he had fasted for 
forty days, and the devil came to 
Jesus and said, “Why don’t you 
turn these stones to bread. you are 
hungry; you will die if you don’t 
eat.” it is true. if you have not eaten 
food forty days and you continue 
like that, there is a possibility that 
you will die. but Jesus replied 
to Satan, it is more important to 
receive the word of god than to eat 
food. i have paraphrased Matthew 
4:4 here. “Man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word 
that proceeds from god’s mouth.” 
What he was saying is: it is more 
important to receive the word of 
god than it is to even eat food.

From Chaos To Beauty

how many Christians are 
there who believe that it is more 
important every day to receive 
the word of god for their soul, for 
their spirit, than it is to receive 
food for their body? We all know 
the value of food for the body; 
we know that we will not grow 
without food. and we enjoy food, 
we enjoy good food. Why is it 
that many Christians don’t enjoy 
the word of god like that? it is 
because they have not understood 
its value, just like little children, 
sometimes. Little children don’t 
understand the value of food. you 
tell them to eat, they don’t eat. you 
tell them to drink milk, they don’t 
drink milk. and sometimes father 
and mother have to force them. it 
is like that with many Christians. 
but once you understand that the 
word of god can make you grow, 
make you strong, and make you 
overcome Satan, if you submit to 
it, your life will be transformed 
from chaos to beauty. it can 
change your whole life if you 
begin that habit from today. Make 
a decision today to read the word 
of god, to believe it, and to obey it 
every day. 

Zac Poonen  
is a Bible teacher and 

the author of a number 
of books on the deeper 

Christian life. He resides in 
Bangalore.



Light of Life 38 february 2017

d

THE AMBASSADOR HIGH SCHOOL

VACANCY

The Ambassador High School invites applications
from dedicated Teachers for the Academic Year

2017 18.

BA, BEd (English / History /Geography/ Hindi)

BSc., BEd (Maths and Science 
 
BSc.(IT) / P.G. / Diploma in Computer Science [Computer 
Studies] 
 
HSc / DEd (English Medium) 
 
E.C.C.E / Equivalent Course (Pre-Primary) 
 
Music Teacher (Casio / Guitar) 
 
 

APPLY TO

The Principal 
The Ambassador High School 
Valiv – Highway Road, 
Valiv, Vasai (E) – 401208. 

Dist – Palghar. 
Contact No. 6455343 / 6455346 

 

OR 
 

Mail your C.V. to 
tahs@karunasharan.org  
bindu@karunasharan.org 

THE AMBASSADOR HIGH SCHOOL

VACANCY

The Ambassador High School invites applications
from dedicated Teachers for the Academic Year

2017 18.

BA, BEd (English / History /Geography/ Hindi)

BSc., BEd (Maths and Science 
 
BSc.(IT) / P.G. / Diploma in Computer Science [Computer 
Studies] 
 
HSc / DEd (English Medium) 
 
E.C.C.E / Equivalent Course (Pre-Primary) 
 
Music Teacher (Casio / Guitar) 
 
 

APPLY TO

The Principal 
The Ambassador High School 
Valiv – Highway Road, 
Valiv, Vasai (E) – 401208. 

Dist – Palghar. 
Contact No. 6455343 / 6455346 

 

OR 
 

Mail your C.V. to 
tahs@karunasharan.org  
bindu@karunasharan.org 



Light of Life 39 february 2017

THE ‘IF ONLY’  
SYNDROME

God will guide us and show us the way  
in whatever manner He may decide. 

We often come across 
people who, while 
reflecting on the past, 

say something like this, “if only 
i had opted for an engineering 
degree, instead of science or arts, 
i would have landed a better 
job and earned a lot more.” i 
call this the ‘if only’ syndrome. 
Such people generally fall into 
either of these two categories:1) 
those who rue at their status, 
situation or circumstances which 
were beyond their control. for 
example, they wish they were 
born in Switzerland instead of 
india, so that they could enjoy a 
better life. it is only when they 
realise it is foolish to brood over 
it, that they get reconciled to the 
situation. 2) those who regret 
having bypassed the better 
options that were easily available 
to them. the second group is 
much more mentally affected by 
this syndrome than the first, as 
they find it very difficult to come 
to terms with the consequences 
they had to face as a result of their 
conscious decision, particularly 

J. FREDRIC DAWSON in matters like choosing a life 
partner, acquiring property, 
etc. When they brood over the 
past and compare their status 
with that of others, they become 
cynical; some get into depression, 
while some resign to their ‘fate’ 
thinking that is their lot in life. 
and those who believe in the 
‘cycle of re-birth’ attribute such 
situations to karma or the result 
of what they had done in their 
previous births. for a Christian 
to think on those lines is absurd 
and goes contrary to their faith 
which is based on what the bible 
teaches about god’s plan and will 
for them.
1. The Sovereignty Of God

 our god isin sovereign control 
of everything that happens in 
this world. he is supreme. the 
power of god is so great that 
absolutely nothing can happen 
to anyone, anywhere, anytime 
and in any generation in this 
world without his knowledge 
and control. evil power may 
gain an upper hand momen-
tarily, since god sometimes 
chooses to let certain events 
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happen according to the natu-
ral laws ordained by him; but 
ultimately he is in complete 
control of everything that 
happens in the world.

 We see god’s sovereignty at 
work in the lives of abraham, 
David, Solomon, Jehoshaphat, 
ezekiel, etc., who frequently 
addressed him as ‘Sovereign 
god’. Daniel asked the heathen 
kings Nebuchadnezzar and 
belshazzar to acknowledge 
that the Most high is sovereign 
over the kingdoms of men 
(Dan.4:25,32;5:21NiV).

2. God Ordains Each One Of 
Our Lives 

 “all the days ordained for me 
were written in your book 
before one of them came to be” 
(Psa.139:16).We are not in this 
world by chance or accident. 
things do not happen to us in 
this life by chance. everything 
happens by a specific design 
of god. addressing the greek 
Philosophers at athens, Paul, 
inter alia, says “from one man 
he (god) made every nation 
of men, that they should 
inhabit the whole world; and 
He determined the times set 
for them and the exact places 
where they should live” (acts 
17:26). god decides the place 
we are to be born and the 
place/places we are to live. 
We may plan for a course in 

our own wisdom in any given 
situation, but what finally 
happens is determined by god. 
“a man’s steps are directed by 
the Lord” (Prov.20:24).

3. God Directs Our Paths

 We face situations in life when 
we have to take decisions 
which would determine our 
further progress. this is true 
not only for an individual, 
but also for the family. When 
a child attains the age of 5, 
parents have to decide which 
school he should be admitted 
to, how he would commute 
to the school, etc. When edu-
cation is over, we need to de-
cide where to apply for a job. 
though it is we who take deci-
sions and steps from time to 
time, depending on the situa-
tions and the resources at our 
disposal and our own knowl-
edge and intellect, the bible 
teaches us that it is god who 
controls all these decision-
making processes. “in his 
heart a man plans his course; 
but the Lord determines his 
steps” (Prov.16:9.). it is there-
fore necessary for us to keep 
this truth in mind and seek 
god’s guidance so that we 
take the decisions according 
to his will. god will certainly 
guide us and show us the way 
in whatever manner he may 
decide.
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4. No Plan Of God Can Be 
Thwarted

 We have this assurance from 
god that, whatever may be 
the circumstances or situa-
tions, his plans for us can nev-
er be thwarted by anybody.  
this  was the experience of 
Job at the end of his physical 
and mental suffering, when 
god revealed to him his awe-
some power and complete 
control over all his creation. 
Job expresses it thus, “i know 
that you can do 
all things; no plan 
of yours can be 
thwarted” (42:2). 
god revealed the 
same truth to his 
servant isaiah 
when he told him, 
“i make known the 
end from the be-
ginning from an-
cient times, what 
is still to come. i say: My pur-
pose will stand, and i will do 
all that i please” (isa.46:10).

 Sometimes, knowingly or 
unknowingly, we thwart 
god’s plans and do whatever 
we want to do. but because 
god loves us, he disciplines 
and corrects us when we go 
against his will. Jonah went 
his own way against god’swill 
and faced the painful conse-
quence. but god in his mer-

cy accomplished his plan in 
Jonah’s life and used him to 
bring salvation to the people 
of Nineveh!

5. God’s Plans For His Children 
Are Always Good

 the Scripture assures us that 
god is always good to his chil-
dren and does what is good for 
them. “you are good and what 
you do is good”(Psa.119:68). 
“god is good to israel and to 
those who are pure in heart” 
(Psa.73:1). god was good to 

israel, in spite of their 
repeated failures and 
backsliding into sin of 
idolatry; he punished 
them though for their 
disobedience and sent 
them into exile. even 
when they were in 
exile, god’s eyes were 
on them. he told them 
through the prophet 
Jeremiah, “for i know 

the plans i have for you, plans 
to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope 
and a future” (Jer.29:11). god 
fulfilled this promise to them 
after 70 years. We can rest as-
sured of god’s faithfulness to 
do everything for our good 
and according to his purpose 
for our lives.

one important thing we 
should not forget is that god’s 

One important thing 
we should not forget is 
that god’s sovereignty 
and the plans He has 

ordained for us do 
not absolve us of our 

responsibility. We have 
a positive role to play 

in accomplishing god’s 
plans for our lives.



Light of Life 42 february 2017

d

sovereignty and the plans he has 
ordained for us do not absolve 
us of our responsibility. We 
have a positive role to play in 
accomplishing god’s plans for 
our lives. Within his sovereignty 
and control, god gives us the 
freedom to decide and choose. 
When we exercise this freedom 
within the ambit of god’s will and 
plans for us, he will surely guide 
us in our decisions and choices. 
god wants us to surrender to his 
will and purposes for us and lead 
a pure and holy life according to 

his word. then we can rejoice 
and sing –

I know who holds the future. 
He will guide me with His hands. 

With God things just don’t happen,  
Everything by Him is planned. 

So, as I face tomorrow  
With its problems large and small, 

I’ll trust the God of miracles  
And give to Him my all. 

J. Fredric Dawson  
is a retired railway 

engineer,  residing in 
Chennai.

Jesse Vishwanathan  
is a third year engineering 

student and a member of 
IPC,Vadodara. 

Sharon Sugumaran 
works as an exercise  

physiologist at Chennai.

Vivek Salins  
is a member of the  

Gideons International  
In India.

Jacob Ninan is a Bible 
teacher and counsellor with 

a burden to help people with 
their spiritual, psychologi-
cal and relationship prob-

lems. He lives in Bangalore.

Vandana U.G.  
is presently pursuing  

higher studies and lives in 
Chennai.

K. V. Varghese Ampat 
is a retired ISRO officer  

residing at Trivandrum.

REV. DR. J.N. MANOKARAN  
IS REGIONAL DIRECTOR FOR 
SOUTH ASIA, COMMUNITY 

BIBLE STUDY INTERNATIONAL, 
AND LIVES IN CHENNAI.

J. Fredric Dawson  
is a retired railway engineer, 

residing in Chennai.

Paul H. Jeyasingh 
was involved in 

developmental work in 
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka 

and, after retirement, is 
settled in Bangalore.

Rev. Ajoy Adhikary 

P. Samuel Manoharam 
lives in Andhra Pradesh,  

who, after retirement from 
Central Govt. Service, has 

been pursuing personal 
evangelistic ministry.

Manu George  
is an evangelist and Bible 

teacher, based in Goa.

George Ninan  
is a Human Resources  

professional in Goa.

M. J. Jacob  
was working with the 

Railways and now lives in 
Tiruchirapally.

Kuruvilla Chandy 
is Pastor of the Grace Bible 

Church, Lucknow.

Jacob Ninan

Lily Abraham 
leads inductive Bible studies 

and writes occasionally in 
Christian magazines.

Sandeep Poonen  
is a software engineer who 

has an active ministry 
speaking to young people  

and college students.

Dr. Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in the Christian Fellow-
ship Hospital, Ambilikai, 

Tamilnadu.

Rev. Joshi Johnas is a Christian Educator,  
based in Mumbai.

Vijay Thangiah 
 is the National Executive  

Director  of Youth For 
Christ.

accommodation at Vellore

SHALOM BHAVAN CARE HOME
A project of the St. Thomas Evangelical Church of India

Services provided:

• Provision of AC & Non AC rooms with kitchen facilities at a 
nominal rate for patients, their relatives and other visitors to 
Vellore in a homely atmosphere. 

• Spiritual Fellowship through prayer and counselling.

• Personal guidance at CMC Vellore and other services.

Please contact:   
Shalom Bhavan Care Home 

No. 6, 3rd Main Street, anna Nagar West, Vellore -632001, tamil Nadu  
Phone: 0416 2221201, 08149196385, 09894762201 

email: shalomvellore@gmail.com 
Website: http://bhavanshalom.wix.com/shalom-bhavan



Light of Life 43 february 2017

THE KING COULD NOT 
SLEEP THAT NIGHT

Our God intervenes whenever He needs to protect His people.

our great and excellent 
god does his work in 
the most excellent ways, 

without any imperfection. No 
wonder the word of god says 
in Job 37:14, “Stand still, and 
consider the wondrous works 
of god. he does his works at 
the right time, in the right place, 
in the right way, both to make a 
way to save his people in times 
of crises and to punish the wrong 
doers. he appeared to Moses in a 
burning bush to talk to him about 
his plans to redeem his people 
from the egyptians (exo.3:1-
10). he rebuked balaam for his 
iniquity by making the dumb ass 
speak in a man’s voice forbidding 
his madness (2Pet.2:15-16). 
Various are the things and ways 
our god uses for his people. even 
‘sleep’ is used by god to perform 
his wonderful works. he caused a 
deep sleep to fall over adam and 
made Eve, the first woman, very 
skilfully from his ribs. he caused a 
deep sleep over abraham to bring 
him into a wholly yielded state to 
make a covenant with him, vivid 
and real, for the far-off future 

VIMAL R. RAM of his generation, the israelites. 
there are more such instances in 
the bible.

King ahaseurus could not sleep 
the whole night. Why? because 
the life of god’s chosen Jew, 
Mordecai, was at stake, as per 
haman the agagite’s wicked plan. 
haman was promoted by the king 
over all the princes and workers, 
and all the households who sat 
at the king’s gate bowed down 
before haman, except Mordecai. 
this infuriated him so much that, 
thinking it would be a scorn to 
lay hands on Mordecai alone, he 
decided to destroy all the Jews 
in the king’s 127 provinces from 
india to ethiopia. So he, cleverly 
getting the king’s approval, at once 
sent letters to all the provinces, 
stating the date to kill all the Jews 
in their places. of course, the 
devil was the mastermind behind 
this sinister plan to destroy and 
finish God’s plan of bringing 
the Messiah from the seed of a 
woman for salvation of mankind, 
as predicted in genesis 3:15 and 
John 3:16. 

hearing this news, all the Jews 
began to cry and weep in their 
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places. Mordecai also, putting 
on sackcloth, began to cry and 
mourn before the king’s gate. he 
asked Queen esther, his cousin, 
who was chosen to be the royal 
queen in place of the demoted 
queen Vashti, to do something to 
save her people, the Jews. esther, 
after fasting for three days, went 
to the king without being called, 
breaking the royal rule and 
risking her life. the king was 
happy to see her and asked her 
what she wanted. She invited him 
for a banquet that day along with 
haman, as per her secret plan. 
When the king inquired again 
what she wanted, she invited 
him for another banquet the next 
day and told him that she would 
disclose her intention at this 
banquet. haman returned home 
overjoyed by this honour, but got 
very angry again when he saw 
Mordecai at the king’s gate. he 
asked his wife and wise friends 
what to do with Mordecai, who 
had become a thorn in his flesh. 
they suggested that he make a 
gallows 150 feet high and hang 
Mordecai on it the very next day. 
haman got the gallows ready the 
same day and waited impatiently 
for the night to be over.

this was the night the king 
could not sleep. he commanded 
that the record book of Chronicles 

be brought in and read out to 
him. it had also been written in it 
how Mordecai had come to know 
about the wicked plan of the 
two chamberlains who wanted 
to kill the king. Mordecai had at 
once told Queen esther about 
it who certified it to the king in 
Mordecai’s name. the news was 
found to be true and both the 
chamberlains were hanged on a 
tree. all this was recorded before 
the king. So when they read about 
this, the king at once asked what 
dignity and honour had been done 
for Mordecai. they told nothing 
was done. by this time it was 
morning, and haman had come to 
the court to talk to the king about 
hanging Mordecai on the gallows. 
Calling him in, the king asked 
him what should be done to the 
man whom the king delighted to 
honour. haman, thinking he was 
the man, at once answered that 
the man should be arrayed in 
king’s apparel, with royal crown 
on his head, and made to ride on 
a royal horse around the streets 
by a noble prince.

What a shock he must have got 
when the king asked him to do 
all this for Mordecai, just as he 
instructed. haman did that and 
then hastened back to his home 
to tell his wife and his friends 
all this. Now see what they 
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answered, “if Mordecai was the 
seed of the Jew, you shall not be 
able to prevail against him, ever, 
but would surely fall before him.” 
he was then rushed to Queen 
esther’s banquet. another great 
shock awaited him. esther told 
the king during the banquet about 
haman’s plan to kill her people, 
the Jews, and requested him 
to save them. the king’s anger 
was beyond control when he 
heard about haman’s evil plans 
to kill all the Jews and to hang 
Mordecai on the gallows. the king 
commanded to hang haman on it, 
and his command was executed 

at once. the request to save the 
Jews was also granted and letters 
of cancellation were sent at once 
to all the 127 provinces.

thus the tables were turned 
upside down because the king 
could not sleep that whole night. 
this was our Lord’s doing and it 
is marvellous in our sight, so we 
praise him forever more.
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to open and prepare a way for 
our salvation, thus regaining 
the lost paradise (due to man’s 
sin) for us. Those of us who 
have tasted and accepted this 
gift of salvation know what this 
magnificent shower of blessing 
means, for it saved us from the 
hell fire reserved for Satan and 
his angels, and is taking us to 
heaven to be with our Lord for 
evermore.

Apart from these celestial 
showers of blessing, there are so 
many that each person receives 
in his/her daily life – His pro-
visions, protection, needs being 
met, a very present help in trou-
ble, our refuge and strength, 
who satisfies us with good 

things and crowns our years 
with His goodness and mercies. 

As I conclude, let me add one 
more shower of blessing: the 
promise of His second coming, 
without which everything will 
become useless and meaningless. 
Jesus will come again with His 
angels on clouds and we shall be 
caught up with our Lord in the air 
to be with Him in heavenly places 
for evermore (1Thes.4:15-18)! Are 
you blessed with God’s showers 
of blessing?

Vimal R. Ram 
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REMEMBERING TO  
REMEMBER!

Stoke the smouldering embers of your soul and be renewed in 
spiritual vim, vigour and vitality.

SURESH MANOHARAN

your bob owes our bob a 
bob, if your bob doesn’t 
return the bob your bob 

owes our bob, our bob will give 
your bob a bob in the eye,” so goes 
an old tongue-in-cheek tongue-
twister with the word bob getting 
repeated 10 times. 

Moses, that peerless leader 
of ot times, certainly did not 
want his swansong sermon 
(after delivering which he would 
disappear atop Mount Nebo – 
Deut.34:1-6) to be remembered 
as some kind of a tongue-twister. 
but a closer scrutiny of his 
monumental address (which 
is preserved under the title 
Deuteronomy) would reveal that 
he was constantly using the word 
‘remember’ again and again in it 
(16 times to be precise) to press 
home a point. When we consider 
at what stage of wilderness 
journey the children of israel 
were at that point of time (they 
were travelling from egypt to 
Canaan under his leadership), 
the word ‘remember’ becomes 
all the more relevant, so to speak. 

they were camped on the eastern 
bank of the river Jordan with the 
‘Promised Land’ seemingly just 
a stone’s throw away. With the 
mission ‘Conquest of Canaan’ 
looming large before them, they 
needed to be reminded of the 
Lord’s power and faithfulness in 
shepherding a nation through the 
wilderness journey in the past 
40 years, so as to emotionally 
and spiritually strengthen them 
for the mission. after all, for the 
previous generation who had 
seen with their own eyes all of his 
powerful miracles in egypt and 
beyond, the task of conquering 
Canaan, courtesy their wavering 
faith, had seemed  to be ‘Mission 
impossible’ leading to a tragic 
‘so near, yet so far’ anticlimactic, 
tragic end (Num.13-14). 

Much of the audience Moses 
was addressing now would hear 
with their ears about all of god’s 
power and faithfulness (unlike 
their fathers’ who had seen 
them). The effect of his message, 
as evidenced by the subsequent 
events, would have the desired 
positive, salutary effect upon 
them (Josh.11:23) even as they 
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took upon themselves the task of 
conquering Canaan. Talk of faith 
being generated by hearing and 
not by seeing (rom.10:17).

Remember

a biblical scholar put a spiritual 
truth very creatively thus, “God 
gives and forgives whereas men 
get and forget.” how true! it is this 
forgetfulness that leads to cooling 
down of the first love (rev.2:4-5). 
as much of love is dependent on 
gratitude (Lk.7:47), it would serve 
us well to regularly stoke the fires 
of gratitude by remembering 
again and again what all the good 
Lord has done for us faithfully over 
the years. that’s what spiritual 
exercise is all about (1tim.4:8). 
oh how often, when my spiritual 
temperature plummeted, i would 
be led to seek solitude (Matt.6:6) 
to revive my spiritual health.

our heavenly father who 
would not put off a smouldering 
wick is so faithful (like his love 
and power, his faithfulness is 
also indescribable – Matt.12:20) 
that he has time and again helped 
me in my weakness by using his 
holy Spirit (rom.8:26) to breathe 
fire to smouldering embers of my 
soul.

unless one is healthy spiritually, 
where is the question of standing 
up as a faithful witness for him 
which ought to be primary goal of 
any Christian at all times?

Now coming back to 
Deuteronomy, the israelites would 
soon be living off the fat of the 
land flowing with milk and honey 
with the danger of becoming fat 
and bloated, concentrating more 
on the gifts, as it were, rather 
than on the faithful giver of those 
gifts. therefore Moses, besides 
making them ‘remember’ about 
the Lord’s loyalty towards their 
welfare in his farewell message 
many a time, also teaches them 
a song with overtones of gentle 
warning, a portion of which i am 
quoting verbatim hereunder. the 
portion ought to serve as a gentle 
warning to us of the current age 
too.

But Israel was soon overfed; 
Yes, fat and bloated; Then, in 
plenty, they forsook their God. 
They shrugged away the Rock of 
their salvation (Deut.32:15 tLb).

god forbid such a condition 
coming upon a Christian whose 
needs have been adequately 
taken care of at all times by Divine 
Providence.

Reflect

While we are all having the 
universal call to be witnesses for 
the Lord, it would serve us well 
to reflect what being a faithful 
witness to the Lord entails. first 
and foremost, like a Jew would 
speak passionately (Deut.6:20-
25) about pre-Passover and post-



Light of Life 48 february 2017

d

Passover history of his nation 
(Deut.26:1-11) just as Moses 
desired, every Christian too 
needs to have a ‘bC and an aD’ 
experience. “Before Jesus came 
into my life, I was a wayward 
sinner (a spiritually wandering 
Aramean – Deut.26:5) with no real 
goal in life, and after Jesus came 
into my life I became a focussed 
God-pleaser” (2Cor.5:9,15-17) 
ought to be the recurring refrain 
in every Christian’s testimony.

Secondly, one needs to become 
more like Christ primarily in the 
matter of loving god. Jesus loved 
the father the most, and this 
truth was reflected 
not only in his words 
but also in his actions 
as well. Never was 
this truth more in 
display than at the 
time when he submitted himself 
to indescribable, excruciating 
agony in order that the heavenly 
father’s redemption plan for the 
world be completed (Jn.14:30-
31;2Cor.5:21).

While within the mostly 
incomprehensible, indescribable 
trinity the love for one another 
stems primarily from the 
goodness of one another, in the 
Christian-god relationship too, 
love ought to emanate primarily 
from understanding the father’s 
goodness. hence, the more we 
remember the Lord’s amazing 

virtue of faithfulness in our 
lives by recollecting his various 
favours, the more is our gratitude, 
and the more the gratitude, 
the more the love. the role of 
‘remembering’ all of our heavenly 
father’s acts directed towards 
our overall welfare in revving up 
our spiritual lives can never be 
understated. A Christian deeply 
in love with the Saviour is the best 
advertisement for Christianity. 
remarked St. augustine the great 
Christian theologian of the fifth 
century, “God is most glorified 
in my life, when people observe 
that he is more precious to me 

than all that life can 
give or death can take 
away.” remember, the 
width of a Christian’s 
ministry for Christ is 
directly proportional 
to the depth of the 

relationship the former has 
with Christ! i do not necessarily 
mean popularity in the church 
circles, but the number of people 
a Christian impacts for good 
whether it is picked up or not by 
the church’s or world’s radar.

by the way, remembering the 
Lord’s faithfulness of the past 
would help us emotionally tide 
over the problems of the present 
too (Psa.42:4-5), for if he has 
been faithful in bringing you out 
of the messy situations in the 

A Christian deeply in 
love with the Saviour is 
the best advertisement 

for Christianity. 

(Contd. on Page 51)
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HAPPINESS THE BIBLICAL 
WAY

In the midst of chaos we can be in a state of joy.

SAMIP BARUAH

every act of any child or 
individual is linked with 
happiness and comfort. 

When we do anything, we think 
about whether we will be happy 
or not. Many people have lost 
hope because of absence of 
happiness in their day-to-day 
lives. the turbulent/competitive 
world puts each individual in 
the rat race of competition for 
personal success, professional 
success and family’s success. 
there is a saying, “a joyful heart 
is good medicine.”

the absence of happiness has 
prompted some governments to 
start the ‘ministry of happiness’. 
berkeley university has an online 
course in happiness; different 
Ngos and spiritual gurus have 
their own ‘happiness courses’ 
designed to measure happiness 
quotient, naming them ‘gross 
National happiness’, etc. all these 
to bring happiness into our lives.

Smart, successful people are not 
always happy. The world defines 
the seven habits of ‘happiest 
people’ as the benchmark for 

happiness: expressing gratitude, 
creative altruism (basically, 
random acts of kindness), 
leading a healthy lifestyle (eating 
right, moving more, sleeping 
better), exercising ‘smart trust’, 
forgivingness and mindfulness. 
these are their life’s values. 

While we can sabotage our 
own happiness by wishing to 
be in control of the outcome of 
actions, this desire to control is 
actually counter-productive to 
happiness. Very often, we see 
that when successful, smart 
people do not get the expected 
results, they become confused, 
wondering what went wrong in 
their attempts to ensure a happy 
and fulfilling life.

india has been ranked 118 
by the happiness index (17th 
March 2016 – the hindu), with 
Denmark being the happiest. the 
report claimed that india was 
among the group of 10 countries 
witnessing the biggest happiness 
declines, along with Venezuela, 
Saudi arabia, egypt, yemen and 
botswana.
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the fact is that, when we can be 
in a state of continuous happiness 
in the midst of chaos when we have 
a meaning or a purpose in life. this 
state of continuous happiness is 
known as ‘joy’. The Bible defines 
joy thus: “the joy of the Lord 
is my strength” (Nehe.8:10). 
happiness is momentary, while 
joy is ‘continuous happiness’. We 
can glean at least three lessons on 
happiness from the bible.

Joy In The Presence Of The 
Lord

yes, joy can be found only in the 
presence of the Lord. “better is a 
day in the courts of the Lord than 
a thousand in the presence of the 
wicked” (Psa.84:10). When we 
are in god’s presence – which is 
possible only when we follow the 
first commandment, “Love your 
Lord with all your heart, with all 
your mind and with all your soul.” 
it means to seek his will in all 
situations. you and i so often fail 
to do so. how many times have we 
sought his presence continuously 
and made Jesus the centre of our 
lives? “in your presence is fullness 
of joy; in your right hand there are 
pleasures forever” (Psa.16:11).

Joy In The Fulfilment Of His 
Purpose

the second lesson on happiness 
is when we fulfil God’s purpose 
by understanding the meaning 

and purpose of life and become 
intertwined with his will. 
“there is a purpose for every 
season” (ecc.3:1). We need to 
understand the purpose of being 
in the world. if we do, excellent; 
but let me share with you my 
understanding of life’s purpose: 
i am here to glorify god. the 
word of god says, “Whether you 
eat or drink or whatever you 
do, do it all for the glory of god” 
(1Cor.10:31).

Joy In Standing On The 
Promises Of God

a lot of people today fall prey 
to this syndrome, “i will be happy 
when...” i will be happy after 
i get a promotion, or a bMW. 
in their relentless pursuit of 
temporal happiness they forget 
the fact that one day all of us 
are going to die, and forfeit the 
true joy and contentment that 
comes when they stand on the 
promises of god. the bible says, 
“Contentment comes from the 
priority of godliness, not gain 
and prosperity” (1tim.6:6-8). 
hebrews 13:5 states, “be content 
with what you have and depend 
on the promises of the Lord – that 
he does everything for good for 
those who love him.” 

a research on the people who 
won lotteries revealed that their 
happiness was short-lived. it 
clearly shows that true happiness 
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does not depend on possession of 
material things, but in having the 
Lord Jesus in our lives, who said, 
“Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceeds 
out of the mouth of god.”

While everyone desires 
happiness, not everyone is 
happy. We can chant happiness, 
happiness, happiness all the 
time, but what we actually need 
to do is recalibrate our focus 
and compass to the joy which is 
found in applying the above three 
principles. Very often we think 
that if we behave in a certain way, 
then we are successful, and we 
are successful because we behave 

that way. the focus has to be our 
Lord. “Seek god and his kingdom 
first, and all things will be added 
to you.”

yes, to summarise, i want to 
reiterate that, to be joyful and 
content, we need to focus on the 
presence of god in us and his 
purpose for us on earth, trusting 
Him to fulfil the promises He has 
given us.

Samip Baruah  
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past, he is bound to deliver you 
out of your present troublesome 
circumstances also.

Resolve

What better time than now to 
resolve to remember the Lord’s 
faithfulness every single day of 
our life!

in my own 34 years of walking 
with the good Lord, i have 
found prayer time to be more 
fruitful when it has morphed 
from merely being a time of 
supplication or intercession to a 
time of recollection of the Lord’s 
innumerable favours in my life.

So folks, remember to 
remember what all the good the 
Lord has done in your life. this 
would stoke the smouldering 
embers of your soul better than 
any other spiritual exercise, giving 
you thereby renewed spiritual 
vim, vigour and vitality to walk 
gracefully in your ‘pilgrim’s 
progress’.

Suresh Manoharan  
is Associate-cum-Youth   

Pastor in Christian   
Fellowship Church,  

Hyderabad.

(Contd. from Page 48)
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Introduction

- God chooses people according to His own choice

- God addresses King Cyrus as His anointed one (45:1)

- God uses three titles for Cyrus: He is my shepherd (44:28), He is my anointed one 
(Isa.45:1) and He is the called out one (45:3,4)

- God’s choice is beyond human understanding

1. Mystery of God’s selection

- Explain the history of King Cyrus I and King Cyrus II 

- King Cyrus did not acknowledge God (45:4b,5b)

- God decides whom to love and use (Mal.1:2-3)

- Jesus said, “You have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you” (Jn.15:16)

- Choice on the side of God and man (Psa.33:12)

- Blessing for the chosen people (Psa.144:15)

- When God selects someone, He does many things in the life of that individual. 
Following things are done in the case of King Cyrus:“I take hold of your right hand” 
(v.1), “I subdue nations before him” (v.1), “I open the gates which can’t be shut” 
(v.1), etc. (to be explained).

2. Mystery of God’s stewardship

- The Lord says that He will accomplish all that pleases Him (44:28). He could 
say, “Let Jerusalem be built” and “Let the foundations of the temple be laid”  
(Zech.4:6-10).

- The Lord does whatever pleases Him in the heavens, on the earth, in the seas and 
in the depths (Psa.135:6).

- The purpose of choosing Cyrus – for the sake of Jacob who was already chosen 
by God (45:4).

- Cyrus was selected, or chosen, to build the city and deliver God’s people from 
captivity (45:13).

- God is the Creator, and in all the creation His name is to be exalted. (This thought 
is repeated in the chapter.)

- People should be able to see God in our lives by observing our stewardship.

- People could see God in Isaac (Gen.26:28);people could hear that God is with His 

DIVINE CHOICE 
(Isaiah 45) 

Sermon Outline 

S. RETNAMONY
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chosen people (Zech.8:23); the fragrance of the Gospel is recognised by others 
(2Cor.2:15). 

- Explain the word steward: 1. One who is under appointment / a representative. 
2. He is not a partner, but under obligation 3. He has got delegated authority and 
doesn’t have own authority. 4. Accountable to someone above him. 5. Expected 
to run the things in order and harmoniously. 6. Expected to fulfil the responsibility 
honestly, diligently and readily. 7. Should have the Master’s interest at heart 
(Eleazer, Joseph). 8. A servant under authority. 9. He will receive a reward from 
the Master depending upon his performance (Lk.16:1-4;12:22,41,45).

- Steward should update himself by meditating God’s word, reading books, etc., to 
sharpen himself and to be relevant (Ecc.10:10).

3. Mystery of God’s purpose

- God is always concerned about fulfilling His purpose in and through our lives.

- The purpose of the choice made by God is specified in this passage (45:4). “For 
the sake of Jacob My servant, of Israel My chosen one.”

- God’s nature is explained: He is the Almighty One (45:7,8), He is the sovereign God 
who is known for divine wisdom (45:9,10), and He is the Holy One of Israel. 
a. Uniqueness of God should be acknowledged by King Cyrus and all other people 

(45:3,6,22,23-25).

b. Entrusted task should be achieved (45:13). He will rebuild the city of God and 
set the people of God (exiles) free from slavery.

c. God rewards those who carry out His purpose (Mal.3:17,18).(God has kept the 
record, He will have compassion with them as a father to his children, He will 
show the distinction on the Lord’s Day.) Some will escape the condemnation, 
but they may lose the reward (1Cor.3:10-15). 

d. God punishes those who fail in their stewardship (Prov.18:9).(Parables in the 
gospels may be mentioned here.)

Pause and Ponder
No point in working so hard to provide for the  

people you have no time to spend with.

No point using limited life to  
chase unlimited money.

how happy a man is, does not depend on how much  
he has, but how little he needs. 

(Source: Anonymous)
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OBY CHERIAN

NOTES ALONG 
THE JOURNEY

RIGHTS AND  
RESPONSIBILITIES

“Therefore love is the fulfilment of the law” (Rom.13:10).

it’s eased off a little now; 
but for many years our 
newspapers were inundated 

with the idea of  ‘rights’.  Successive 
governments seemed to think that 
the best way to secure 
rights for the people 
was to pass new laws. 
first it was the right 
to information, then 
the right to education, 
and then the right to 
food act. then there 
are women’s rights, 
labour rights, and so 
on. i suppose it gives 
the people a feeling 
that something is 
being done.

everyone seems to be obsessed 
with their own rights. but what 
about our responsibilities? the 
responsibility of keeping public 
places clean. the responsibility 
of thinking of other road users 
when we park our vehicles, and 
so on. this problem seems to be 

there in Christian circles also. We 
claim the right to freedom from 
the Law and forget the law of 
love. We claim the right to be the 
head of the house and forget that 
we are to serve in love (gal.5:13). 
We think just because we have 

the written word that 
we are pleasing god in 
our ways. We say we 
are following the Lord, 
but we don’t want the 
difficulties that come 
with it.

rights are about 
getting; love is about 
giving. i don’t know 
about you, but i know 
how angry i get if 
I have to suffer for 

someone else’s mistakes. often 
carrying the cross means that 
we suffer for someone else’s 
mistakes - just like our Lord  Jesus 
gave up almost all his rights to 
take up the responsibility of the 
sins of the whole world. instead 
of grabbing for our rights, can 

Rights are about 

getting; love is about 

giving. Often carrying 

the cross means that 

we suffer for someone 

else’s mistakes - just 

like our Lord Jesus 

gave up almost all His 

rights to take up the 

responsibility of the sins 

of the whole world.
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we reach out to another seeking 
nothing in return? that is Calvary 
love. Something only god’s Spirit 
can pour into our lives.

i remember somebody telling 
me of a lady who was married for 
more than 12 years. this lady is 
supposed to have confessed to 
a friend, “i married my husband 
and had two children, but i never 
loved him. Not even for a single 
day.” No law can force a person to 
love another. the law can make 
a person do certain actions to 
avoid discomfort or punishment. 
but love makes us act, not in 
fear, but in joyful freedom that 
the Spirit gives us. Love makes 

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.

us act in trust. the trust that, in 
the end, he will take care of our 
rights, when we reach out to help 
somebody along the way.
reminds me of an old song:

Out of the ivory palaces, 
Into a world of woe, 

Only His great eternal love 
Made my Saviour go.

“Christ is the end of the Law” 
(rom.10:4).
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to commemorate which 
occasion is the largest 
number of cards (physical 

and online) sent across the 
world? yes, it is Christmas! Which 
day ranks next? Well, of course, 
it’s Valentine’s Day. it is estimated 
that more than one billion cards 
are sent on this day across the 
world. additionally, many young 
(and older) folk would have 
planned and purchased gifts for 
Valentine’s Day by now. in 2016 
the market for Valentine’s Day 
was pegged upward of `22000 
crores.

it is only in the recent decade 
that this day has become such 
a great commercial success. it 
used to be celebrated merely by 
sending candies or hand-written 
notes, mostly anonymously – 
largely by young ladies to men.

It Began With…

the origin of this festival is still 
shrouded in mystery. there are 
myths floating around, and we 
do not know much beyond this. 
there are at least three saints in 

CYRIL GEORGESON

WORD AND 
THE WORLD

THE SACRED ROMANCE
God is love and the author of all true love.

W
OR

D AND THE WORLD

the Catholic Church who go by 
the name Valentine or Valentinus. 
two of them are believed to have 
been martyred on this day.

though there are many legends 
about the origin of this day, we’ll 
trace the strands of the most pop-
ular of these. in aD 270, emperor 
Claudius beheaded Saint Valen-
tine. Claudius had determined 
that unmarried young men made 
better soldiers. So he banned 
marriages. but the priest Valen-
tine continued to solemnise mar-
riages in secret. When this was 
discovered, the emperor had him 
arrested and put behind bars. the 
emperor tried to convert him to 
paganism. but Valentine attempt-
ed to turn the tables and have the 
emperor become a Christian.

While he was in prison, he fell 
in love with the jailor’s daughter 
and sent her a note that said, 
“from your Valentine.” the more 
rousing accounts say that this was 
done the day before he was to be 
executed. ‘from your Valentine’ 
is, till today, the most popular 
phrase during this season.

for many years, the romans 
celebrated this festival with young 
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men drawing lots from boxes that 
were filled with the names of 
young teenage girls. then each of 
these teenage girls would have to 
spend the rest of the year with the 
person who had drawn her name. 
Later, Pope gelasius replaced the 
names of young girls with the 
names of saints. the young men 
were encouraged to imitate the 
lives of the saint, whose name 
they drew, for the rest of the year. 
this was neither popular nor 
successful.

Valentine Marketplace

Valentine’s Day is celebrated 
in different ways in other parts 
of the world. in Japan and South 
Korea, women give a gift to ex-
press their love on the 14th of 
february. Japanese men recipro-
cate the next day by giving their 
valentines a gift that is at least 
three times as expensive as the 
gift they received. in South Korea, 
the men have a little more time to 
shop and give a return gift – they 
do so a month later, on the 14th 
of March. for the Koreans, it does 
not end here. they take this one 
step further – all those who are 
single and have not received any 
gift, go out on 14th april and eat 
black noodles. So, for the Kore-
ans, 14th april is black Day. We, in 
india, have picked up mostly the 
western model and replicated it.

Now, no longer is it Valentine’s 
Day – rather it is Valentine’s 

Week (or fortnight, depending on 
how you prefer it). this period 
begins on 7th february with 
rose day, followed by purpose 
day, chocolate day, teddy day, 
promise day, hug day and kiss day, 
culminating on 14th february 
with Valentine’s Day. of course, it 
is obvious that more days help to 
spur economic activity. No longer 
does one have to choose between 
roses, chocolates or teddies to 
be gifted on one day – it can be 
spread over seven days.

for those who think that 7 days 
are too little, there is the extended 
version that carries on from 15th 
february with slap, kick, perfume, 
flirting, confession and missing 
day. and yes, 21st february is 
break-up day! how awful, in 
this supposed season of love we 
also need to have slap, kick and 
consequently break-up day! Love 
has surely been cheapened.

further, all this commercialisa-
tion has diminished any value or 
significance this day could hold. In 
fact, the way this day / week / fort-
night is currently commemorated 
makes it quite appalling. Most of-
ten this is celebrated without any 
understanding of ‘true love’.

The True Lover

god is love and the author of all 
true love. Charles Wesley put it 
very aptly when he wrote, “Jesus, 
Lover of my soul.” he so loved 
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us that he gave his life so that 
we may be brought back into a 
relationship with him. the book 
of hosea illustrates this aptly. god 
asks hosea to marry a woman 
given to harlotry. When she 
starts behaving like one, hosea 
despairingly reminds her that 
she has used all his provisions to 
indulge in her harlotry. yet god 
tells him to go get back his wife 
and love her like he 
loved her before.

god’s relationship 
with us is similar – 
even while we were 
lost in the harlotry of 
sin, Christ died for us 
to bring us back into 
a relationship with 
him. this is true love: 
being loved even 
when we were not 
worthy to be loved.

francis thompson calls god ‘the 
hound of heaven’ – he pursues 
us even when we turn away and 
try to ‘break-up’ with him. brent 
Curtis and John eldredge wrote a 
book called The Sacred Romance 
– it’s about our god, the ultimate 
Lover, who woos and loves us. 
he encourages us to leave other 
little loves, like perfectionism 
and self-love, as unworthy loves, 
behind. god is calling us to a love 
adventure with himself – the 
greatest lover of all.

360 Love

Don francisco sings in a song 
titled, ‘the Steeple Song’.
Do you love your wife? 
For her and for your children 
Are you layin’ down your life? 
What about the others? 
Are you livin’ as a servant  
To your sisters and your brothers? 
Do you make the poor man beg 
you for a bone? 

Do the widow and the 
orphan cry alone?

Maybe at this time 
of the year we could 
examine ourselves and 
see how we are faring 
in our relationship 
with those whom we 
ought to love. Would 
it not be wonderful if 
we could give those 
around us a surprise 

gift, without any extraordinary 
reason, to show them how special 
they are to us? and of course, ask 
yourself, “Do i need to re-dedicate 
my life to my true Valentine, Jesus, 
the one who loves me more than 
any other … and forever?” No 
disciple of Jesus will need to eat 
black noodles on 14th april like 
the Koreans. 

god’s relationship with 
us is similar – even 

while we were lost in 
the harlotry of sin, Christ 

died for us to bring us 
back into a relationship 
with Him. This is true 
love: being loved even 

when we were not 
worthy to be loved.

Cyril Georgeson  
serves with InterServe 

and resides in Mumbai.
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MISUNDERSTANDINGS 
TO BE TAKEN CARE OF

Misunderstandings Can Often 
Arise After A Job Well Done

In the first few verses of chapter 
22 we find Joshua thanking the 
eastern tribes for their help to the 
other brethren in settling down 
in their land. in verses 5 and 6 he 
pronounces a blessing on them 
and in verses 7 to 9 we read that 
they returned to their tents with 
many riches. 

all the tribes have received their 
land. they had worked together 
and were all united together.

The Incident That Caused The 
Misunderstanding

the eastern tribes decided to 
build an altar on their side. one 
may think that there was nothing 
wrong in building an altar. but 
at that time altars were used for 
sacrifice. There could be only one 
altar to the one true god on the 
western side. So any other altar 
built was assumed to be an altar 
to a pagan god.

VIJAY THANGIAH Wrong Response To The 
Misunderstanding

in verse 11 we read about two 
deadly words ‘heard say’. Many 
people get offended by what they 
hear because they assume the 
worst.

in verse 12 we read that when 
the western tribes came to know 
about it, they immediately decided 
to go to war against them. 

Notice that there was no 
discussion. No consultation with 
the leader Joshua. No prayer.

The first step towards 
misunderstanding leading to 
division was taken when the 
western tribes acted on hearsay. 
they didn’t see the altar the 
eastern tribes had built—they 
only heard about it. that’s always 
how Satan begins to bring people 
into division and opposition. So 
often, divisions in families or 
churches are based simply on 
what is heard. rumours take 
on a life of their own and fires 
are fanned when people act on 
hearsay.

LEADERSHIP  
LESSONS

FROM THE BOOK OF JOSHUA
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Right Response To The 
Misunderstanding

in verses 12 to 15 we read that 
the high priest Phinehas and 
representatives from each tribe 
west of the Jordan personally 
confront the leaders 
of the tribes east of 
the Jordan. a prayer-
ful confrontation and 
clarification of issues 
will often clear the 
misunderstandings. a 
little investigation will 
put an end to much 
misunderstanding. it 
was true then for is-
rael, and it is still true 
today for us. We make too many 
assumptions based on what we 
have heard and not what we actu-
ally know.

A Clearing Of The 
Misunderstanding

In verses 24 to 29 we find that 
the eastern tribes explain their 
true reason for building the altar: 
it was built as a memorial, not as 
a place for sacrifice.

those on the east side of the 
Jordan felt as though they were 
excluded. those on the west side 
of the river felt privileged. in 
our day, the churches may erect 
altars that send an unconscious 
message to others; unnecessary 
barriers may divide us. Can you 
identify a few of them? how can 
we remove them?

A Few Applications For Today

1. When we have a 
misunderstanding with 
another person or if we are 
hearing rumours about them, 
then we need to go and check 

it out.
2. if we care about 
the person, we will 
want to be sure to put 
an end to needless ru-
mours or misunder-
standings.
3. We need to be a 
part of the solution 
and not a part of the 
problem.

4. We need to make sure we have 
our facts right before taking 
any kind of action.

5. We need to be able to have an 
open and honest discussion, 
in the spirit of gentleness and 
not arrogance.

6. If we find that it was a 
misunderstanding, then we 
need to put all rumours to 
rest, and make sure that the 
issue is settled.

a good leader is able to deal 
with misunderstandings before it 
leads to divisions.

A little investigation 
will put an end to much 

misunderstanding. It 
was true then for Israel, 
and it is still true today 

for us. We make too 
many assumptions 

based on what we have 
heard and not what we 

actually know.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director of Youth 
For Christ.
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After two days of just lying 
there in pain, some workers 
found her and put her on a 
makeshift cot and loaded her 
into their jeep and drove 150 
miles over deep rutted roads 
to find a doctor who could 
set the broken bones. But the 
very bumpy ride damaged 
her bones so badly that her 
hip never completely healed. 
He says, “I visited my mother 
in her mud-covered hut 
several weeks after all of this 
happened. I watched as she 
took two bamboo crutches 
that she had made herself, 
and moved from one place 
to another with her feet just 
dragging behind because 
she had lost all feeling in 
them.” He says, “At age 75, 
with a broken hip, unable 
to stand on her own two 
legs, I thought that I made a 
pretty intelligent suggestion. 
I suggested that she retire.” 
He says, “She turned around 
and looked at me and said, 
‘What value is that? If we try 
to preserve this body just a 
few more years and it is not 
being used for God, of what 
value is that?’ So she kept on 
working. She kept on riding 
her donkey to villages until 
she was 93 years old... And 
she continued to tell people 
about Jesus Christ until she 
died at age 95.”

5. Caleb experienced what God 
had promised!

 He climbed the mountains 
and he defeated the giants 
– he claimed his possession. 
The name of the place Caleb 
inherited used to be called 
Kirjatharba (city of the four 
giants). Now it was named 
Hebron (seat of association 
or fellowship). Caleb refused 
to quit until he had obtained 
everything the Lord had for 
him! He refused to stop until 
he had obtained that place of 
fellowship with God.

 Where are you in your 
personal walk with the 
Lord? Have you entered into 
your victory, or are you still 
wandering around in the 
wilderness struggling day 
to day? God has a place of 
peace and power for you, but 
you must be willing to claim 
your possession. It isn’t for 
the faint-hearted, but it is for 
the faith-hearted. 

 Half-hearted Christians are 
faint-hearted Christians, and 
they never learn to conquer 
the giants in their lives.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.
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2 Kings chapters 1 to 14 & 2 Chronicles chapters 21 to 25 
New International Version (IBS) or Zondervan

J. FREDRIC DAWSON

Crossword 35

Clues Across

1. “then ………rested with his fathers and 
was buried with them in the city of 
David.” (2Chro. ch.   v.   )

7. “So Naaman went with his ……..and 
chariots and stopped at the door of 
elisha’s house.” (word used in singular) 
(2Kings ch.       v.        )

8. “So they took them ……… and slaughtered 
them by the well of beth eked.” (2Kings 
ch.       v.         )

9. “they wounded him (ahaziah) in his 
chariot on the way up to ….. near ibleam,” 
(2Kings ch.     v.      )

10. “When athaliah heard the ……… of the 
people running and cheering the king, 
she went to them at the temple of the 
Lord.” (2Chro. ch.        v.        )

13. “elisha replied to her, “how can i help 
you? tell me what do you have in your 
……” (2Kings ch.   v.    )  

14. “he (elisha) turned around, looked 
… them and called down a curse on 

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8
9

10
11

12 13
14

15 16

17

them in the name of the Lord.” (2Kings  
ch.        v.           )

15. “therefore this is what the Lord says, 
‘you will not leave the bed you are lying 
on. you will ……………….. die’” (2Kings ch.     
v.         )

17. “So Jehoash king of israel attacked. he and 
amaziah King of Judah faced each other 
at ……………………….. in Judah.” (2Chro. ch.       
v.          )

Clues Down

1.  “after he (Jehu) left there, he came upon 
…………..... son of recab, who was on his 
way to meet him.” (2Kings ch.       v.       )

2. “While the ……………. was playing, the 
hand of the Lord came upon elisha.” 
(2Kings ch.      v.      )

3. “Some time later, ben-hadad king of aram 
mobilised his entire army and marched 
up and laid…………to Samaria.” (2Kings 
ch.       v.         )
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4. “then all the people of Judah took …………, 
who was sixteen years old, and made him 
king in the place of his father amaziah.” 
(2Kings ch.       v.       ) 

5. Jezebel painted her eyes, arranged 
her …… and looked out of the window.  
(2 Kings ch.      v.       )

6. “Joram turned about and fled calling out 
to ahaziah, ‘………….. , ahaziah!’” (2Kings 
ch.        v.       )

11. “you will cut down every good tree 

and ……… every good field with 
stones.”(2Kings ch.      v.        )

12. “One of them went out into the fields 
to gather …….and found a wild wine.” 
(2Kings  ch.     v.       )

15. “they stopped up all the springs and 
….. down every good tree.” (2 Kings  ch.        
  v.          )

16. “So we cooked my son and ……. him” 
(2Kings  ch.        v.       )

One error:
Jayakumar u., Secunderabad, telan. (Clues Down-16 rei 1Kgs.1:8)

Chandrakumari Mohan, Nagercoil, tN. (Clues across-13 rain 2Chro.7:13)
Damara Samadanam, Malkajgiri, telan. (Clues across-13 rain 2Chro.7:13)

Mary Mathew, Trivandrum, Ker. (Clues Across-17 sacrificing 1Kgs.3:2)
Christy inbaraj, Chennai, tN. (Clues across-10 sea 1Kgs.10:22)
rani Prasanna, bangalore, Kar. (Clues Down-16 rei 1Kgs.1:8)

Answers to Crossword No. 33 (1 Kings ch. 1-11 & 2 Chronicles ch. 1-9)
Clues across: Clues down:

1. settlements (1Kings 4:13) 1. secretaries (1Kings 4:3)
7. commander (1Kings 2:32) 2. temple (2Chro.3:1)
8. two (1Kings 11:29) 3. leave (1Kings 8:57)
9. tree (1kings 4:25) 4. middle (1Kings 3:20)
10. sea (1Kings 10:22) 5. Ner (1Kings2:5)
13. rain (2Chro.7:13) 6. surrounding (1Kings 4:31)
14. riches (2Chro.1:11) 11. ark (1Kings 8:1)
17. uri (1Kings 4:19) 12. he (1Kings 2:1)
18. sacrificing (1Kings 3:2) 15. hair (1Kings 1:52)

16. rei (1Kings 1:8)
All correct:

Jalaja Sulochana, hyderabad, telan.
biswa r. Mohanty, Jamshedpur, Jhar.
Lesley birnur, hubballi, Kar.
Suresh K. Silas, yadgiri, Kar.
arun J. Samuel, Mumbai, Mah.
elcy Johnas, thane (W), Mah.
M. edwin, Coimbatore, tN.
Celina S. Joshi, gandhinagar, guj.
Monica Divakar, Solapur, Mah.
rita i. hukkeri, Mangalore, Kar.
ivor Valentine, Mumbai, Mah.
thelma roberts, hyderabad, telan.
archibald J. Smith, Cuttack, odi.
a.Sunderraj, ambernath (e), Mah.
D. alexander, Mumbai, Mah.
K. Jayapandiaraj, Vellore, tN.

John andrews, Sangli, Mah.
Jasmine Christopher, Pune, Mah.
Krishnabai, Charles, tiruchirapalli, tN.
Percy Charles, thane (W), Mah.
Dolly S. roy, Vadodara, guj.
D. hillel Johnson, Vellore, tN.
anjali Sahu, Cuttack, odi. 
g. Susan abraham, hyderabad, telan. 
Daisy t. Michael, Coimbatore, tN.
Viola Kumar, Secunderabad, telan.
elizabeth J. Varghese, Mumbai, Mah.
greta amanna, Nalla Sopara, Mah.
Saramma isaac, adoor, Ker.
Licy oommachan, bhopal, MP.
regina L. Victor, Ponda, goa.
a.thomas, Mumbai, Mah.
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Death Threat Over Christmas 
Message

(TOI): a Christmas message 
calling for prayers for those 
charged under Pakistan’s 
blasphemy laws has led to death 
threats to the son of a provincial 
governor killed five years ago 
for criticising the same laws. the 
case highlights the continuing 
influence in Pakistan of Muslim 
hardliners who praise violence 
in the name of defending islam, 
despite a government vow to 
crack down on extremism.

the hardliners have called 
for mass protests if police 
do not charge activist Shaan 
taseer with blasphemy against 
islam – a crime punishable by 
death. taseer’s father, Punjab 
governor Salman taseer, was 
gunned down by his bodyguard 
for championing the case of a 
Christian woman, asia bibi, who 
was sentenced to death under 
the blasphemy laws, which he 
said needed to be reformed.

in a video message posted 
on his facebook page, taseer, a 
Muslim, wished happy holidays 

News
and also asked for prayers 
for the woman and others 
victimised by what he called 
‘inhumane’ blasphemy laws. 
taseer said that he had received 
‘very credible death threats’ 
from supporters of the hard-
line Muslim philosophy that 
inspired his father’s killer.

More than 200 people in 
Pakistan were charged under 
blasphemy laws in 2015 – many 
of them minorities such as 
Christians.

‘Christian United States’

(toi): for years, particularly 
during the time when bJP has 
been in power, many indians 
have resented western media 
descriptions of india as ‘hindu 
india’ or ‘mostly-hindu’ india. 
that’s like gratuitously calling 
the uS ‘Christian united States’. 
‘Christian united States’, they’ve 
fumed, pointing out that india’s 
Constitution does not mention 
god or religious allegiance, and 
religious proclivities of a political 
party should not be used to tag a 
secular country with one, or any, 
religion.

the uS Constitution does 
not refer to god either, but he 
(it’s always ‘he’ in Christian 
theology) pops in the Declaration 
of independence, and is invoked 



Light of Life 66 february 2017

d

in almost every political speech 
(“god bless you and god bless 
the united States”), a ‘verbal 
tic’ that has been ridiculed by 
the country’s strong agnostic 
community.

regardless of constitutional 
references and niceties, religion 
is very much a part of political 
life and calculations both in india 
and the uS. a new analysis by the 
Pew research Centre on the reli-
gious affiliation of American law-
makers has concluded that the 
“uS Congress is about as Chris-
tian today as it was in the early 
1960s … although the share of uS 
adults who describe themselves 
as Christians has been declining 
for decades.”

among the 115th Congress 
that was sworn in recently, 
91% describe themselves as  
Christians. this is nearly the same 
percentage as in the 87th Congress 
(1961 to 1962), the earliest years 
for which comparable data are 
available), when 95% of members 
were Christian.

Christians In India Under 
Attack

(The Guardian): the 
persecution of Christians in india 
has risen over the past year, 
pushing it up a league table of 
countries where the practice of 

the faith is a high-risk activity, 
according to a monitoring 
organisation.

the world’s second most 
populous country has risen to 
No.15 on the 2017 World Watch 
List, up from 31 four years ago. 
the list, compiled by open Doors, 
is headed by North Korea for the 
16th year in a row.

india experienced an escalation 
of attacks on its Christian 
minority in 2016, usually led by 
hindu nationalists acting largely 
with impunity. Just over 2% of the 
country’s population is Christian, 
and nearly 80% of indians are 
hindu.

there was also an increase 
in Christian persecution across 
the region “driven by extreme 
religious nationalism, which is 
often tacitly condoned – and 
sometimes actively encouraged 
– by local and national 
governments”, said Lisa Pearce, 
of Open Doors UK & Ireland.

the watchdog estimated that 
a church was burnt down or 
a cleric beaten on average 10 
times a week in india in the year 
to 31 october 2016, a threefold 
increase on the previous year.
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