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“For a Child will be born to us, a  

Son will be given to us; 

And the government  

will rest on His shoulders;  

And His name will be called  

Wonderful Counsellor,  
Mighty God,  

Eternal Father,  
Prince of Peace” 

(Isa.9:6).
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on the occasion of the 158th birth anniversary of rev. Narayan Vaman tilak, a humble 
tribute was paid in his memory by Dr. Amit Kamle, mrs. Pornima Kamle and Adwita Kamle. 
the Kamle srecreated the hymn Jai Jai Jagadisha from the Upasana Sangeet written by rev. 
Narayan Vaman tilak himself. the gospel hymn has been sung by Priyanka barve.

“this is our favourite hymn,” said Pornima Kamle.
“his contribution cannot be expressed in words. the youth of today’s christian 

community need to know about him and his work”, expressed Dr. Amit Kamle. “rev. 
tilak has inspired me. he can also inspire the youth on how to write worship songs with 
simplicity adding devotion to it.

of late, mostly in the cities and metros, with a few exceptions, worship has turned 
intoa more self-centred conscious effort considering appearances, loud music, meaning 
lessmediocre lyrics and adding worldly thoughts which attract youth to some extent.

Sometimes the elderly request the worship team to sing songs from the Upasana sangeet 
but they have become outdated and old fashioned. the youth wonder why the elders are 
taking the congregation in traditional paths. Sometimes remixes of the old versionare also 
created and played.

Worship has many genres but today’s worship lacks the passion and most importantly 
sincerity. this is sad but one cannot blame anyone for this. it happens when you want 
importance in your church and treat the congregation as your audience and they become 
victims of self-prestige and self-glorification inside the four walls of the church. That is 
why outreach is not possible. They fail to understand the difference between performance 
andworship.

Dr. Amit Kamle and Pornima Kamle took this as a challenge and started recreating and 
rekindling the amazing hymns of rev. tilak presenting them in a modern way,  yet keeping 
the devotion and serenity of the hymn intact.

today the school children and Sunday school kids have started to sing and hum the 
songsof Upasan as angeet without referring to the lyrics – they know it by heart.

“our songs are becoming every morning wake up calls and morning prayer time songs 
for homemakers, mothers and the elderly. the working people listen to them in cars and 
musicapps to feel stress free before and after work hours. family night prayers, bed time 
storieshave been now replaced by our songs for peace,” smiles Dr. Kamle. “We feel the 
legendary music ministry of rev Narayan Vaman tilak should be made known to the past, 
present andfuture generations of the christian community”, summed up Dr. Kamle.

Jai Jai Jagadisha presented by Dr. Amit Kamle and mrs. Pornima Kamle and 
producedby A. K. international tourism Productions’ is available on www.youtube.com/
akinternationaltourism

Rev. Narayan Vaman Tilak Is An Inspiration For The Past, 
Present & Future Generations of Christian Community :  

Dr. Amit Kamle
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LETTERS

YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 
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Thanks To God
i praise the Lord and give thanks 

to god and you all because since 
long time i have been receiving the 
Light of Life magazine regularly. 

And we are all blessed 
abundantly. We like this magazine 
very much. thank you very much 
for all your kind cooperation. We 
expect your valuable concern in 
the future also.

T. D. Sable, Manmad, 
Maharashtra.

Crossing The ‘Red Sea’
The first day I trod into your 

office after crossing the ‘Red 
Sea’ my surprises surmounted 
to see a bright and warm world 
inside bathed in orange hue, and 
a chuckling voice greeted me. it 
was in the rainy season that i was 
visiting my brother-in-law, your 
direct neighbour. christian books 
and Bibles ignite a little fire in 
me to go near and touch them. 
the moment of leisure, though 
short, arrived and somehow i 
made myself into your office. 
the smiling old lady had me 
roped into subscribing to Light 
of Life and gave some books to 
my amazement as a little gift that 
was due.

A few issues back, i saw your 
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invitation for articles! i was toying 
with the idea when suddenly 
there was an urge to write from 
within. thus, an article ultimately 
spewed out from my pen. 

Do accept my sincere regards.
Sanjeeb Kumar Das, 

Bhubaneswar, Odisha.

Some Suggestions
i like the Light of Life magazine. 

i guess you can include some 
articles where persons get 
involved, like ‘debates’ you had 
before on subjects which pertain 
to the gospel, the church and 
individual maturity. Someone said 

that india was a ‘child civilisation’ 
as our world view behaviour is 
childish. We are adults behaving 
like children, like one christian 
writer put it, ‘eternal babyhood 
of the believer’.

besides, that you can include 
topics like lives of other christian 
witnesses (for example, charles 
Spurgeon and others). that way 
readers will be encouraged and 
motivated.

finally, keep up the work, 
‘looking to Jesus’, and extend his 
kingdom.

Antonio Francosco
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Editorial

CELEBRATING JESUS

come christmas, and much 
of the world goes into 
celebrations, not because 

they believe in Jesus, but because 
it is a festive occasion with 
pomp, show, dressing up, dining, 
drinking, dancing, and much 
money to be made through sales. 
People of many religions join in 
the fun, not because of faith, but 
it is one of those ‘good times’. 
Warring nations have been known 
to cease fighting on December 25 
and resume hostilities the day 
after! from early days people 
have tried to eliminate Jesus 
from the scenario by renaming 
christmas as X’mas and now 
referring to it as the holidays. 
there are a few christians who 
ignore christmas altogether as 
a christianised pagan festival, 
but, in general, most christians 
celebrate christmas as a special 
occasion – with special ‘services’ 
in their churches with singing 
and festivities and with an annual 
time with family gatherings.

“one person regards one day 
above another, another regards 
every day alike… he who observes 
the day, observes it for the Lord” 
(rom.14:5,6). All of us will have 
to give an account of ourselves 
before the Lord (v.12), but none 
of us has the right to judge or look 
down on what someone else does 
(v.13). there is no problem with 
celebrating any day as long as we 
do it for the Lord. but what if, in 
the midst of all the celebrations, 
it is not christ Jesus who is the 
focus, but our own entertainment 
and our showing off our wealth 
or talents? it is quite possible 
to get occupied with the details 
of the festivities and come away 
after christmas without having 
come to worship Jesus in a 
greater way than ever before, 
or without exalting his name 
above every other name as he 
deserves. then we have only an 
empty pocket and an exhausted 
body at the end of it all! the anti-
climax of it all!
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Editorial

The disciples slowly 
came to see that God 

was not just with 
Him, but He was God 

Himself. 

Jesus was not one of those 
many ‘great’ men whose birthday 
people celebrate. “for a child will 
be born to us, a Son will be given 
to us; And the government will 
rest on his shoulders; And his 
name will be called Wonderful 
counsellor, mighty god, eternal 
father, Prince of Peace” (isa.9:6). 
he was the Son of god who took 
the form of a man, lived among 
people and demonstrated his love 
for us by taking the punishment 
for our sins upon himself and 
dying for us. he proved for all time 
that he was not an ordinary man 
or just a good teacher by rising to 
life after three days in 
the tomb. his birth was 
planned by god even 
before the world was 
created and foretold 
immediately after 
Adam and eve sinned. 
Details such as the family in which 
he would be born and the city of 
his birth were given out through 
the prophets, centuries before he 
was actually born. Details of his 
death on the cross, how he would 
be betrayed for 30 pieces of silver, 
how the soldiers would divide and 
cast lots for his clothes were also 
declared by the prophets. he was 
no ordinary man. We use capital 
letters when we refer to ‘him’ 
because we recognise his deity. in 
a sense, the whole bible is about 
Jesus, what he would do for us 
and how we can receive salvation.

We cannot call Jesus merely a 
great teacher because the signs 
that he did showed everyone that 
god was with him. even sceptics 
of the day like Jewish leaders 
had to admit that the things he 
did – turning water into wine, 
healing lepers and those born 
blind or lame, walking on water, 
stopping a storm at sea with just 
a word, feeding thousands with 
a small packet of food, raising 
people from the dead, casting out 
demons – could not have been 
done without god being with 
him. the disciples slowly came 

to see that god was not 
just with him, but he 
was god himself. the 
sinless life he lived, 
even though he was 
tempted just like us in 
all things, was another 

testimony to the fact that he was 
who he claimed to be, the Son of 
god.

Jesus did not come merely to 
teach people about god, but to 
show god himself in real life 
situations, so much so that he 
could declare that whoever had 
seen him had seen god. he not 
only spoke about the love of god 
for people who had fallen into sin, 
but demonstrated it by giving his 
life for us. his life was not taken 
away from him by his enemies 
and he did not die as an unwilling 
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martyr, but he gave himself to die 
in the hands of wicked people so 
that atonement could be made for 
the sins of the whole world.

When Jesus said that there 
was no other way to god except 
through him, he was not talking 
philosophy or using flowery 
language. he meant it literally 
and without exaggeration. god 
who made a home for man by 
creating this whole universe from 
nothing and finally created man 
himself and placed him there, 
found no other way 
after man sinned to 
reconcile his holiness, 
righteousness and 
hatred for sin with his 
love for man. it is true 
that there is no other 
way to be saved except 
through the blood of 
Jesus that was shed 
for the forgiveness of 
our sins. there is also 
no one else who has put together 
such a worldview as Jesus has 
presented through the whole 
bible which can make sense in a 
comprehensive way. he is unique, 
and he is indeed the only way to 
god.

this same Jesus is coming again 
to this earth, first to reign in all 
his glory for 1000 years and 
then to hand over the world to 
the judgment of god the father. 
At that time every single person 

who has ever lived on the earth 
will see him and will be forced to 
acknowledge that Jesus is indeed 
Lord above all, some to their 
eternal joy and others to their 
eternal despair and misery. isn’t it 
prudent for us to make sure now 
itself which side we are going to 
be in?

if it is this Jesus that we 
celebrate during christmas, what 
should the effect be on us? Will it 
be about us having a ‘nice time’ 
or will it be about our seeing 

him so much more 
clearly that we will 
fall down before him 
in worship? At the 
end of the christmas 
celebrations will our 
heart be gripped more 
strongly with a love for 
Jesus and for keeping 
his commandments, 

or will we just be going over 
in our mind about the ‘time’ 
we had – food, clothes, drinks, 
entertainment, expenditure, 
etc.?

is the celebration all about 
us, really, or is it about Jesus? 
Nobody naturally likes it when 
others question us about such 
personal issues. in any case, it is 
not necessary for us to convince 
others. but it is something for 
us to question ourselves. our 

When Jesus said that 
there was no other 
way to God except 

through Him, He was 
not talking philosophy 

or using flowery 
language. He meant it 
literally and without 

exaggeration.
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Jacob Ninan 

answer has a lot to do with our 
eternity. Just how we go about 
during this season has a lot to 
show us about where we stand 
in relation to Jesus, despite all 
the ‘show’ we make of it and the 
songs we sing. may this season 
of christmas be truly meaningful 
for us and may we make sure that 

our relationship with our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus christ becomes 
strong.

QUOTABLE QUOTES
“the christmas message is that there is hope for a ruined humanity–
hope of pardon, hope of peace with god, hope of glory–because at 
the father’s will Jesus became poor, and was born in a stable so that 
thirty years later he might hang on a cross.” 

- J. I. Packer
“christmas gift suggestions: to your enemy, forgiveness. to an 
opponent, tolerance. to a friend, your heart. to a customer, service. 
to all, charity. to every child, a good example. to yourself, respect.” 

- Oren Arnold
“our righteousness is in him, and our hope depends, not upon the 
exercise of grace in us, but upon the fullness of grace and love in 
him, and upon his obedience unto death.” 

- John Newton
“christmas celebrates the awesome and amazing fact that god 
is grander, wiser and more mysterious than we could have ever 
imagined.” 

- Dan Schaeffer
“christmas is based on an exchange of gifts: the gift of god to 
man – his unspeakable gift of his son Jesus; and the gift of man 
to God – when we present our bodies as a living sacrifice and, like 
the Macedonians (2Cor.8:5), first give ourselves to God. No one has 
kept or can keep christmas until he has had a part in this two-way 
transaction.” 

- Vance Havner
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HE IS THE FIRST IN  
EVERYTHING!

“…He is first in everything” (Col.1:18)

SURESH MANOHARAN

Speaking about the pre-
eminence of worship in a 
christian’s life, a biblical 

scholar put it wisely, “if prayer 
and praise are a preoccupation 
about our needs and blessings 
respectively, then worship is a 
preoccupation with god’s glory 
alone” (exo.33:18,19).

though it is generally 
believed that love, faith 
and hope (1cor.13:13) 
are the foundation, 
pillar and the roof 
of our christian 
life respectively, to 
sustain the same, a 
closer scrutiny of the 
Almighty’s working 
in our lives (in conformity with 
the Scriptures) would reveal that 
he actually is the creator of this 
‘awesome threesome’ in our lives, 
lest we should take any credit for 
birthing them in us.

Love
our love for god comes as 

a result of his loving us first 
(1Jn.4:19).

firstly on the ‘foundation’ 
of christian life – love! it is 
often portrayed either in the 
mythological or the movie world 
that a hero is usually born to 
rule and kill villains, but christ’s 
(Heb.12:1-2) first advent was all 
about love-inspired serving and 
dying for the latter… of whom, 
we would be the chief (matt 20
:28;Jn.3:16;rom.5:10;1tim.1:1

6). the realisation of 
this truth (loved not 
because of virtues but 
in spite of vices) at the 
point of regeneration 
is what fills a Christian 
with gratitude giving 
birth to unalloyed, 
S p i r i t - e m p o w e r e d 
love which would 

be evident subsequently in 
many an act of reverence and 
charity towards the Saviour and 
fellow-christians respectively 
Lk.7:47;19:8;Acts.2:44,45;11:27-
30;rom.5:5;1Jn.3:14-16).

Let’s resolve to always retain 
that ‘first love’ at all times and 
show it by way of selfless acts 
of love towards our heavenly 
father and our fellow brethren. 

Let’s resolve to always 
retain that ‘first love’ 

at all times and show it 
by way of selfless acts 
of love towards our 
Heavenly Father and 
our fellow brethren. 
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As love is an offshoot mostly 
of gratitude, a christian needs 
to renew his gratitude for his 
Saviour by prayerfully (with holy 
Spirit’s help – rom.8:26-27), 
remembering (on daily basis) 
all the benefits he has received 
from his Divine benefactor’s 
hands, not only from the point 
of salvation onwards, but right 
from his physical birth onwards. 
Now this is one spiritual exercise 
(1tim.4:8) which is guaranteed 
to ensure that the embers of first 
love are stoked time 
and again!

Faith
coming to the ‘pillar’, 

as it were of christian 
faith, first things first 
here please! the 
meaning of the word 
‘faith’ all along in the 
Scriptures has been not 
only that which comes 
from hearing the gospel (leading 
to salvation – rom.10:17) but one 
which keeps the saved soul in 
the straight and narrow path till 
the end. the hebrew and greek 
words for faith which are emunah 
and pistis meaning faithfulness or 
loyalty better capture the essence 
of the word (hab.2:4;heb.10:37) 
rather than its regular use in 
churches.

A cursory glance of the heroes 
of faith enlisted in the chapter of 
faith such as Abraham, moses or 

David would bring to the fore a 
common unifying factor in them. 
None of them, after they were 
called (word used advisedly) by 
God, went back to their ‘old lives’. 
but if we pose a question, as to 
who called them faithfully in the 
first place and stood by them 
faithfully (?)… the answer would 
be unequivocally the faithful god 
(Psa.33:4;gen.12:1-3;exo.3:1-
10;1Sam16:1-13)! Ditto with 
every christian (eph.1:3-5)! 
An honest recapitulation of 

the events leading 
to salvation would 
convince us of this 
truth that a faithful god 
followed us right from 
conception onwards 
before saving us at the 
right time!

Just to underscore 
my point about 
god’s faithfulness, i 
am bringing in the 

significance of the word ‘covenant’ 
and comparing it with the word 
‘contract’. the two notable 
differences between these two 
almost similar words are… while 
a contract is always between two 
parties of equal stature (e.g., a land 
owner and a building contractor), 
a covenant is between a higher 
party and a lower party. Also we 
need to remember that while a 
contract stands broken if either 
of the two contracting parties 
violate the terms of agreement, 

An honest 
recapitulation of 

the events leading 
to salvation would 
convince us of this 
truth that a faithful 

God followed us right 
from conception 

onwards before saving 
us at the right time!
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a covenant remains intact, with 
the higher party always fulfilling 
the terms of the agreement even 
if the lower party violates them. 
one need not go beyond a faithful 
husband hosea and his faithful 
demeanour towards his faithless 
wife gomer to better comprehend 
the meaning and nuances of the 
word covenant (hosea 3:1-3).

First Parents
Yes, Adam and eve transgressed 

their covenant with their father 
and dealt faithlessly with him 
(hos.6:7) but their divine 
benefactor would not go back 
in the matter of helping them 
in various ways…beginning 
with a) provision of clothes 
(gen.3:21), b) protection from 
wild animals (Daniel in the lion’s 
den story would get dwarfed in 
comparison, for after the fall, all 
the ‘wild’ animals – tigers, bears, 
elephants – would all become 
hostile to our first parents, leave 
alone the lions), and c) ensuring 
safe delivery during child-birth 
at a time no midwives were there 
(gen.35:17) leave alone maternity 
hospitals, etc.

First Church
contrary to popular belief that 

the word ‘church’ is used for the 
first time to describe only an 
assembly of christian believers 
in the Nt section of the bible, 
now it may surprise some if i 

say that the word has been used 
to describe the nation of israel 
also (Acts.7:38 KJV). Did not our 
creator god have a covenantal 
relationship with the Jews long 
before the church as we know 
was ‘born on the Day of Pentecost’ 
(Acts.2:37-46)?

though the obedience graph of 
the Jews would show wild swings 
right from their wilderness 
journey, the Almighty remained 
faithful to them providing for 
them despite their rebellion 
therein many a time (though they 
brought a curse of longer stay 
in the desert upon themselves… 
mind you… none of them died out 
of hunger or thirst in their 40 year 
journey (Deut.29:5). Later on, in 
the Promised Land and outside of 
it too (they brought the curse of 
exile upon themselves due to wilful 
idol-worship) the faithful god 
would continue to care, provide 
for them (Jer.29:1-11) besides 
protecting them from all kinds 
of dangers including a planned, 
horrific genocide (the Book of 
esther stands as a testament to 
this truth). Now, the same faithful 
one has given an assurance that 
all Jews, though they despise 
christ now, would soon be led 
to a christ-oriented salvation 
(Zech.12:10;rom.11:26,27).

‘First’ And ‘Last’ Epistle
basing on the faithfulness of 

our ever faithful god whose 
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unstinted loyalty toward those 
he has a covenantal relationship 
has been time and again recorded 
in the faithful Scriptures, this 
is what Paul has to say about 
hope and god’s faithfulness 
respectively. “for whatsoever 
things were written aforetime 
were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and 
comfort of the scriptures might 
have hope” (rom.15:4). “if we 
are faithless, he remains faithful 
– for he cannot deny himself” 
(2tim.2:13).

Hope
Whenever we speak of ‘roof’ 

inside a room, are we not inclined 
naturally to look skywards? Yes, 
it is indeed every christian’s 
‘blessed hope’ to be raptured unto 
the mid-sky one day (tit.2:13) 

‘defying’ either the grave or 
getting translated (from the land 
of the living) defying gravity!

but how did this blessed hope 
take birth in us? “…christ has 
been raised from the dead, the 
first fruits of those who have 
fallen asleep” (1cor.15:20).

in response to his love, 
faithfulness and engendered 
hope in us, let us at all times love 
the Lord passionately (rev.2:4), 
follow him faithfully (rev.17:14) 
and look ahead for the rapture 
earnestly (2tim.4:8). All glory to 
him!

Suresh Manoharan  
is associate-cum-youth   

pastor in Christian   
Fellowship Church,  

Hyderabad.

We count on your prayers!
As we at Light of Life seek to fulfil this ministry for the edification of our readers, 
we seek your prayers for God’s  anointing, blessings, provisions and guidance. 

Thank you.
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WHO’S GETTING IN?
Have you received Jesus into your life as Saviour and Lord?

KURUVILLA CHANDY

Stanley Jones was the last 
century’s predominant 
missionary-statesman. 

he came as a young missionary 
pastor to Lucknow in 1907, and 
after a spiritual renewal in 1917 
went on to become a world 
evangelist. he knew gandhi and 
others of the indian independence 
movement personally. in 1938, 
Time magazine designated 
Jones as ‘the world’s greatest 
missionary evangelist’. he was 
nominated for the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1962 and received the 
gandhi Peace Prize in 1963.

Jones preached at the mar 
thoma Syrian church’s maramon 
convention several times. During 
one convention someone asked 
Jones whether gandhi would be 
in heaven. Jones gave a politically 
correct answer, probably 
something like, “i wouldn’t be 
surprised to find Gandhi in 
heaven.” When the story got 
reported, it was twisted a bit 
and every time it was retold, it 
got more and more twisted, till 
people were saying that Jones 
had claimed that gandhi would 
definitely be in heaven.

Jones made a mistake answering 
the question. he should have said, 
“i don’t know and it’s none of my 
business. god is the one to decide 
on that.”

many christians are troubled 
about people they know who 
are not christian, whether or not 
they will be in heaven. Some say 
this sort of thing: “is god going 
to keep my neighbour X out of 
heaven just because he hasn’t 
accepted Jesus as Saviour? i tell 
you, he is a better christian than 
many christians i know.” it may 
be a friend or a non-church going 
loving aunt, uncle or cousin, or 
an exceptionally just and kind 
employer.

On the flip side, all those who 
talk this way, subconsciously or 
even consciously think that they 
themselves are okay to get into 
heaven. their friends are okay, 
and they are okay, and all are okay 
to be admitted to heaven. they 
think that if god doesn’t admit 
their friends to heaven because 
of a mere failure to acknowledge 
Jesus as Saviour that would be 
wrong; god’s judgment would be 
in error.

All such thinking reveals that 
people have the idea that entry to 
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If entry to heaven is 
merit-based, then no 
one needs Jesus as 

Saviour. 

heaven is merit-based. According 
to this view, if you get a high score 
by doing good stuff you’re a sure 
candidate for heaven, irrespective 
of what you believe about Jesus.

if entry to heaven is merit-
based, then no one needs Jesus 
as Saviour. then he need not 
have taken the trouble to become 
incarnate, taking on himself the 
evils and infirmities of humanity. 
he need not have given his life in 
sacrifice. However, Jesus did come 
and he did die to atone for the sins 
of all people. that can only mean 
that there was no other way for 
humankind to be saved and get 
to heaven. how then 
do we face the issue of 
the fate of those who 
do not put their faith 
in Jesus?

Before Christ
for a start, let’s note that 

everyone before the time of 
christ, was a non-christian. All 
the ‘heroes of the bible’ – Abel, 
Noah, Abraham, moses, Joshua, 
Samuel, David, Daniel – were non-
christians. they did not know 
about Jesus and so they did not 
turn to him for their salvation. 
Aren’t they going to be in heaven? 
clearly there’s more to the rule 
that entry to heaven is based on 
believing in Jesus as Saviour.

When Abraham was told that 
god intended to destroy Sodom 

and gomorrah, he was worried 
because his beloved nephew 
lived there. Abraham started to 
plead with god about sparing the 
city for the sake of the righteous 
who lived there, and ended his 
petition with the question, “Will 
not the Judge of all the earth 
do what is right?” (gen.18:25). 
Abraham didn’t doubt that. it was 
just a rhetorical challenge. We 
must not think that we ourselves 
are kinder and care more for the 
people whom god fathered by 
creating them. 

We must not speculate about 
what will happen to people at 

the judgment. that is 
none of our business. 
that’s god’s domain. 
however, we do have 
some hints in the 
New testament about 

how god will examine and judge 
people.

romans 1:16-17 gives us Paul’s 
thesis: “for i am not ashamed of 
the gospel, because it is the power 
of god that brings salvation to 
everyone who believes: first to 
the Jew, then to the gentile. for in 
the gospel the righteousness of 
god is revealed—a righteousness 
that is by faith from first to 
last, just as it is written: ‘the 
righteous will live by faith’.” the 
Gospel is that God offers salvation 
to all as a gift. they can’t buy it 
with any good deeds. they can 
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The initial zeal and 
love for the Lord and 
His work give way to 

routine and ritual!

only receive it, and receiving is 
simply a matter of believing god 
and taking his gospel as true 
and trustworthy. in the next few 
chapters of romans, Paul argues 
the case for seeing Jesus as fitting 
the gospel of salvation by faith, 
and in his arguments we can see 
hints of what will be the criteria 
for judgment at the end.

A Question Of Brains
Did people use the brains god 

gave them? that is going to be a 
question they will have to answer 
when facing judgment and 
eternity. 

Paul said that god had revealed 
all that was needed to 
know him as god: “…
what may be known 
about god is plain to 
them, because god has 
made it plain to them. 
for since the creation of the 
world god’s invisible qualities – 
his eternal power and divine 
nature – have been clearly seen, 
being understood from what has 
been made, so that people are 
without excuse” (vv.18-20). this 
echoes what the Psalmist said: 
“the heavens declare the glory of 
god; the skies proclaim the work 
of his hands. Day after day they 
pour forth speech; night after 
night they reveal knowledge. 
they have no speech, they use no 
words; no sound is heard from 
them. Yet their voice goes out into 

all the earth, their words to the 
ends of the world” (19:1-4). god 
has been communicating non-
verbally with all humankind.

our world is full of manufactured 
artefacts and goods. for 
generations humans have proudly 
claimed to have made all the 
buildings and tools, gadgets and 
trinkets that surround our lives. 
We acknowledge the existence of 
makers for all of them even though 
we may not ourselves see them in 
action. Yet, there are people who 
deny that there is a Supernatural 
being who created our world. 
None of the things manufactured 
by us have the kind of complexity 

that exists in the raw 
in the world around us. 
the eye as a camera, 
the ear as an auditory 
device, the brain as a 
complete library for 

all sorts of records including 
smell, taste and touch beat all 
of our inventions. And that’s 
just the wonders of the human 
body. multiply the wonders of 
all nature around us. truly, a 
person using his or her brain has 
to acknowledge that there has to 
be an immensely superior power 
behind all existence. how then 
can anyone say that there is no 
Supernatural being who crafted 
all of nature? how can anyone 
reasonably deny a creator’s 
hand? 
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After looking at the magnificence 
of the created world, it also doesn’t 
make sense to sit down and carve 
gods out of wood and stone. 
the old testament prophets 
ridiculed the idea of worshipping 
gods that cannot speak, hear, 
touch and have to be carried 
around because they cannot 
move (Psa.115:4-8;135:15-18; 
isa.44:9-20;45:20;Jer.10:3-5). 
People are not thinking about 
the foolishness of it all. Paul 
echoed the sentiments of the 
old prophets: “for although they 
knew God, they neither glorified 
him as god nor gave thanks to 
him, but their thinking became 
futile and their foolish hearts 
were darkened. Although they 
claimed to be wise, they became 
fools and exchanged the glory 
of the immortal god for images 
made to look like a mortal human 
being and birds and animals and 
reptiles” (rom.1:19-23).

According To The Light
A second consideration in 

judgment will be whether or not 
a person has acted on the amount 
of knowledge received. A person 
who has not heard the gospel will 
not be judged for rejecting the 
gospel. however, a person who 
has heard and understood the 
gospel, but does not accept the 
gospel will have to face the charge 
of not having acted on what was 
made known to him or her.

“god does not show favouritism.
All who sin apart from the law will 
also perish apart from the law, 
and all who sin under the law will 
be judged by the law. for it is not 
those who hear the law who are 
righteous in god’s sight, but it is 
those who obey the law who will 
be declared righteous. (indeed, 
when gentiles, who do not have 
the law, do by nature things 
required by the law, they are a law 
for themselves, even though they 
do not have the law. they show 
that the requirements of the law 
are written on their hearts, their 
consciences also bearing witness, 
and their thoughts sometimes 
accusing them and at other 
times even defending them)” 
(rom.2:11-15).

the bible does record a 
few stories of how god’s 
light reached beyond those 
identified as God’s people. The 
prophets had messages for 
non-Jews too (isa.10:5-19;13:1-
21:17;23:1-18;Jer.46:1-51:64). 
Nebuchadnezzar received 
messages in dreams from god 
(Dan. 2:1-45; 4;1-18) and even 
had a conversion experience after 
god had dealt with him (vv.34-
37). 

Jonah’s story makes it clear 
that god didn’t just announce 
the doom of non-Jews, but sent 
them messages to win them over. 
Jonah was told to prophesy to the 
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people of Nineveh, and he didn’t 
want to, because he knew that 
god would forgive when they 
repented and then he would look 
like a fool for having prophesied 
their punishment.

then we have the story of how 
oriental astrologers studied the 
stars and set out to find the one 
born King of the Jews (matt.2:1-
12). god communicated with 
them even though they were doing 
something prohibited according 
to the law of god (Deut.18:10-
14).

cornelius had not heard of 
Jesus, but he was a devout seeker 
after the truth, and so god sent 
an angel to him and he was told 
to send for a preacher of the 
gospel to make things clear to 
him (Acts.10:1-8,30-33).

the light of god still streams 
into the lives of people who have 
not received the gospel because 
no evangelist has reached 
them. After an accident, reetu’s 
husband was bedridden for three 
years. She ran around trying to 
find healing for her husband. 
once in desperation reetu prayed 
to Parameshwar. She had never 
prayed in that name, but must 
have heard the name somewhere, 
sometime. out of curiosity she 
searched Youtube videos to 
see if there was anything about 
Parameshwar, and thus came to 
know about there being a god 

named Jesus. from then on she 
started to pray in Jesus’ name, 
and asked her friends to find her 
someone who knew about Jesus. 
one of them knocked on the door 
of an indian evangelical mission 
worker and asked the person to 
come to reetu’s home. As a result, 
reetu decided to follow Jesus.

When people receive light from 
god and act on whatever light 
they have received, god takes 
them further on their journey of 
spiritual discovery. Unreached 
people in remote areas and closed 
countries are discovering Jesus. 
truly, we need not worry about 
god bypassing people and then 
condemning them.

if we are truly worried about the 
salvation of neighbours, friends 
and relatives, then we should not 
be demanding that god lower 
the standards and rules of entry 
to heaven. instead, we should 
pray that we or someone else 
will be able to get through to 
them with the light of the gospel. 
once people die, we can’t enter 
pleas on their behalf. Whatever 
we want to do for their salvation 
must be done while they have an 
opportunity to choose Jesus.

Saving Faith
Next, we consider what the bible 

has to say about the judgment of 
those who have not heard the 
gospel of salvation through Jesus. 
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We must conclude that they 
will be saved just like the old 
testament heroes. Abel found 
favour with god, Noah found 
grace in the eyes of the Lord, and 
Abraham believed god and so it 
was counted as righteousness. 
David didn’t seek forgiveness 
by offering blood sacrifices, 
but by approaching god with a 
broken heart without claiming 
any worthiness. None of them 
thought that they were worthy 
of salvation or that they could 
save themselves. All of them 
cast themselves on the mercy of 
god.

Paul argues that that is the way 
people are saved. “What shall 
we say, then, of Abraham, the 
father of our race? What was his 
experience? if he was put right 
with god by the things he did, he 
would have something to boast 
about—but not in god’s sight. the 
scripture says, ‘Abraham believed 
god, and because of his faith god 
accepted him as righteous.’ A 
person who works is paid wages, 
but they are not regarded as a gift; 
they are something that has been 
earned. but those who depend 
on faith, not on deeds, and who 
believe in the god who declares 
the guilty to be innocent, it is this 
faith that god takes into account 
in order to put them right with 
himself” (rom. 4:1-5). Paul then 
made the point that this was true 
of David because “…he speaks 

of the blessedness of the one to 
whom god credits righteousness 
apart from works: ‘blessed are 
those whose transgressions are 
forgiven, whose sins are covered. 
blessed is the one whose sin the 
Lord will never count against 
them’” (vv.6-8). Paul clinched 
his argument by saying, “We 
have been saying that Abraham’s 
faith was credited to him as 
righteousness. Under what 
circumstances was it credited? 
Was it after he was circumcised, 
or before? it was not after, but 
before!” (vv.9-10).

Paul’s argument was that 
Abraham was counted righteous 
before he did anything to earn 
points for good deeds. the bottom 
line is that he didn’t do anything 
to find acceptance with God. He 
simply believed god and god 
counted his faith as Abraham’s 
righteousness. elsewhere Paul 
wrote, “god saved you through 
faith as an act of kindness. You 
had nothing to do with it. being 
saved is a gift from god. it’s not 
the result of anything you’ve 
done, so no one can brag about it” 
(eph.2:8-9).

thus the question that everyone 
– christians and non-christians 
alike – will have to face is whether 
they are at heaven’s entrance 
claiming right of entrance based 
on their merit or believing in 
god’s grace and mercy. Whom 
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have they put faith in – themselves 
or god?

i believe god is just. You need 
not worry about people who didn’t 
receive Christ in their lifetime. 
What you do need to worry about 
is whether you yourself have acted 
on the light that has shone on your 
life. You have heard the gospel 
that salvation is through Jesus. 

Kuruvilla Chandy  
is a freelance preacher and 
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miraculous gifts may not be 
present in a church. In such 
a situation, James said that 
anyone who is sick is to ask the 
elders of the church to anoint 
him or her and pray for healing, 
and the promise of God is that 
healing will come in answer to 
the prayer of faith (5:13-15). We 
need to have more faith about 
this promise and put it into 
practice among us.

We are indeed living in better 
days. If we were living in the 
time when Jesus was on the 
earth, we would have found 
Jesus “sent only to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel” 
(Matt.15:24). Or, like Martha and 

Mary discovered that just when 
someone was sick unto death, 
Jesus was not there (Jn.11:1-
44). We have the Holy Spirit in 
us and the Holy Spirit is more 
powerful than the spirits that 
inhabit the world (1Jn.4:4). The 
Holy Spirit will empower us 
to glorify Jesus, but we need to 
stop treating Him like a ghost. 
We have to stop ignoring Him. 
We need to let Him have His 
way with us in our lives and in 
our churches. 

Kuruvilla Chandy 
is Pastor of the Grace Bible 

Church, Lucknow.
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After the Supreme court 
of india’s judgments on 
Section 377 (Lgbt rights) 

and Section 497 (adultery) of iPc, 
we are reminded of Paul’s words, 
“for the mystery of lawlessness 
is already at work, only he who 
now restrains will do so until he is 
taken out of the way. And then the 
lawless one will be revealed, whom 
the Lord will consume with the 
breath of his mouth and destroy 
with the brightness of his coming” 
(2thes.2:7,8 NKJV), as also, “Let 
no one deceive you by any means; 
for that day will not come unless 
the falling away comes first and 
the man of sin is revealed, the son 
of perdition” (v.3).

the ‘man of sin’ will be an 
extremely influential leader with 
international fame. he will be 
powerful and prideful, and will 
usurp a divine place in the world. 
the Antichrist is given the title 
‘man of lawlessness’ because 
he will oppose in every way the 
biblical god and his law. he will be 
completely lawless. Daniel refers 
to him as a ‘boastful’ king who 
will “try to change the set times 
and the laws” (Dan.7:11,25).

ARE WE EXPERIENCING THE 
‘MAN OF LAWLESSNESS’?

With the scrapping of the social laws, where are we heading?

REGINALD CHAND Let us first understand Section 
497 of the iPc. this section deals 
with adultery and says, “Whoever 
has sexual intercourse with a 
person who is and whom he 
knows or has reason to believe to 
be the wife of another man, such 
sexual intercourse not amounting 
to the offence of rape, is guilty of 
the offence of adultery, and shall 
be punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term 
which may be extended to five 
years, or with fine, or with both. 
in such case the wife shall not be 
punishable as an abettor.”

On September 27, 2018, a five-
judge constitution bench, led by 
the then chief Justice of india 
Dipak misra, in four separate, 
but concurring opinions held 
that adultery is not a crime and 
struck it off the Indian Penal 
code. chief Justice misra, in an 
opinion for himself and Justice 
A. m. Khanwilkar, observed 
that Section 497 ‘commanded’ 
married couples to remain loyal 
to each other. they said it was a 
matter of choice if two individuals 
might part if one cheated, but to 
attach criminality to infidelity 
was going too far. besides, there 
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was no data to back claims that 
abolition of adultery as a crime 
would result in ‘chaos in sexual 
morality’ or an increase of divorce. 
how a married couple dealt with 
adultery was ‘absolutely a matter 
of privacy at its pinnacle’, the 
chief Justice wrote.

Marriage
this raises two queries. firstly, 

it challenges the institution of 
marriage itself, when the new 
ruling says that adultery is a matter 
of choice of two individuals, who 
may part if one cheats. Secondly, 
it completely strikes out adultery, 
which is a major problem in our 
society today and is the biggest 
threat to maintain our society.

finding a universally applicable, 
true meaning of marriage may 
be quite a challenge as there 
are so many different views and 
understandings of what exactly 
constitutes a marriage. these 
differences vary from culture to 
culture and even within a culture 
from person to person. Views 
and definitions of marriage have 
also changed significantly over 
the centuries and decades. but, 
everyone understands that in 
marriage two people make a 
public pledge or commitment 
to live together and share their 
lives in a way that is recognised 
legally, socially and religiously. 
the following facets may be there 
for a happy married life socially.

1. marriage means being in 
agreement: when two individuals 
decide to get married, there has 
to be some level of agreement 
between them.
2. marriage means letting go of 
your selfishness: once you get 
married, you realise that it is 
no longer all about you. each 
partner’s opinions now carry 
weight. in that sense, marriage 
is one of the best antidotes of 
selfishness. Marriages which 
work the best and render the most 
satisfaction are those where both 
partners are a hundred percent 
committed, wholeheartedly 
seeking the happiness and 
wellbeing of their spouse.
3. marriage means becoming 
one: it is a blending of two 
lives on every level, the most 
obvious of which is the physical, 
where sexual intimacy creates a 
profound bond as the marriage is 
consummated.
4. marriage means shaping 
a new generation: one of the 
most profound and wonderful 
privileges given to a married 
couple is the privilege of bringing 
forth children into this world. A 
secure and happy marriage is the 
best context in which to raise a 
child. 
5. marriage means changing, 
learning and growing: change 
is one of the most certain 
things about life, including 
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marriage. change is also a sign 
that something is alive, as only 
inanimate objects never change. 
So, enjoy all the changing seasons 
of your marriage right from the 
honeymoon, to the baby, your 
golden years as you progress to 
retirements and the blessing of 
spending your old age together.

the bible tells us that god 
instituted marriage. there are 
two elements in his basic design 
for marriage: firstly, the people 
involved. “And the Lord god said, 
‘it is not good that man 
should be alone; i will 
make him a helper 
comparable to him.’ 
out of the ground 
the Lord god formed 
every beast of the 
field and every bird of 
the air, and brought 
them to Adam to see 
what he would call 
them. And whatever Adam called 
each living creature that was its 
name. So Adam gave names to all 
cattle, to the birds of the air and 
to every beast of the field. But 
for Adam there was not found 
a helper comparable to him” 
(gen.2:18). Notice that after man 
was created, he realised from 
his understanding of the world 
around him that he was different 
in nature from the animals he 
shared the earth with; he was 
not an animal. he also noted that 
he was unique and alone. So god 

created another human being 
for partnership with Adam. god 
purposefully fashioned a person 
like Adam in nature, but different 
in composition – woman.

man and woman are created 
in the image and glory of god; 
woman is the glory of man 
(1cor.11:7). in the pre-sin world 
of Adam and eve, there was no 
conflict or misunderstanding 
of god’s order of creation. both 
Adam and eve were glorious in 
the eyes of each other. therefore, 

the first element or 
feature in god’s design 
for marriage is one 
man and one woman 
who are committed to 
live as husband and 
wife for life.

the second feature 
in god’s design is that 
it always contains a 
covenant. “And Adam 

said, ‘this is bone of my bones; 
and the flesh of my flesh; She shall 
be called woman; because she was 
taken out of man” (gen.2:23,24).

respect and honour: a woman 
is equal in nature and value of 
man. “therefore a man shall 
leave his father and mother and 
be joined with his wife” (v.24a) 
and a change in priorities and 
responsibilities which will lead to 
a new commitment agreed upon 
by both parties, “And they shall 
become one flesh” (v.24b).

 In the pre-sin world 
of Adam and Eve, 

there was no conflict 
or misunderstanding 

of God’s order of 
creation. Both Adam 

and Eve were glorious 
in the eyes of each 

other. 
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the marriage union is exclusive. 
What constitutes a marriage 
between a man and a woman is 
the covenant/contract/promise 
that they have made to one 
another. What makes a man and 
woman married is not sex, it 
is the covenant. for Adam and 
eve, it was a spoken covenant 
before god. in our society, it is the 
exchange of vows and a written 
contract before a representative 
of the government (clergyman, 
judge, etc.). every society has 
some form of this covenant.

have we ever 
imagined why god 
gave us this design of 
marriage? this design 
manages to serve all of 
our complex needs.
1. the design serves 
us emotionally: man 
needs companionship 
and married life is the one we are 
designed for and encouraged to 
pursue whenever possible. “he 
who finds a wife finds a good 
thing, and obtains favour from 
the Lord” (Pro.18:22).
2. the design serves us physically: 
within marriage the powerful 
human sex drive is channelled 
into a wonderful and meaningful 
experience. Sex within marriage 
creates a family which serves not 
only ourselves, but society as well.
3. the design serves us 
spiritually: marriage serves us 

spiritually by helping us to carry 
out various ministries given to 
us by god. the true objective of 
marriage is not simply paying 
off the mortgage, educating the 
kids or retiring in security. god 
created marriage so that man 
and woman, within this union, 
could render honour and service 
to him while accomplishing these 
other things.

Not only did god institute the 
union of marriage, but he blessed 
it throughout the bible and gave 

us the guidelines for 
how to lead a happy 
married life (eph.5:22-
33;6:1-4).

Adultery
We read the 

guidelines/laws on 
sexual morality in 
Deuteronomy 22:13-
30. Adultery was 

understood as sexual relations 
between a married (or betrothed) 
woman and a man other than her 
husband. it was therefore a sin 
against the husband. the law 
stated, “You shall not commit 
adultery” (exo.20:14).

Jesus extended that law saying, 
“You have heard that it was said to 
those of old ‘You shall not commit 
adultery.’ but i say to you that 
whoever looks at a woman to lust 
for her has already committed 
adultery with her in his heart” 

Not only did God 
institute the union 

of marriage, but He 
blessed it throughout 

the Bible and gave 
us the guidelines for 
how to lead a happy 

married life. 
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(matt.5:27,28). (Also see mk.10:1
1,12;Lk.16:18;1cor.6:15,16;7:2.)

therefore, for christians, 
adultery is the sin of a married 
man or woman having sexual 
relations with anyone other than 
the spouse. People sometimes 
wonder if an exception is allowed 
in case the spouse cannot or will 
not have sex, or if the couple is 
separated, or for other reasons. 
however, the bible does not 
mention any possible exceptions. 
therefore, as long as the couple is 
legally married, sex with anyone 
else is considered adultery.

Paul suggested how one should 
deal with adultery. “Nevertheless, 
because of sexual immorality let 
each man have his own wife and 
let each woman have her own 
husband. Let the husband render 
to his wife the affection due her, 
and likewise also the wife to her 
husband. the wife does not have 
authority over her own body, but 
the husband does. And likewise 
the husband does not have 
authority over his own body, but 
wife does. Do not deprive one 
another except with consent for a 
time that you may give yourselves 
to fasting and prayer; and come 
together again so that Satan does 
not tempt you because of your 
lack of self-control” (1cor.7:2-5).

in the bible, adultery is one of 
the most frequently (52 times) 
and severely condemned sins. 

Adultery will definitely lead 
to damage in the society and 
will be extremely hurtful to the 
spouse, and will lead to divorce 
and leave the marriage partners 
embittered, disillusioned and 
financially poorer.

the scrapping of Section 497 
of iPc will lead to more marital 
problems in the society, rather 
than making people happy 
while choosing their own way of 
having sexual immorality outside 
marriage. It will definitely lead to 
more depression and crime in the 
society. 

Paul wrote, “for the mystery of 
lawlessness is already at work” 
(2thes.2:7a). With the scrapping 
of these social laws, first Section 
377 and now Section 497 of iPc, 
where are we heading? this is a 
clear indication of the end days, 
so be prepared and devote time 
to god. Personally, i have made 
a mission statement for my life: 
to understand the word of god, 
to obey the word of god, and 
to proclaim the word of god. i 
earnestly request you all to make 
your mission statement and set 
your goals in life.

Reginald Chand  
is a Mumbai based 

corporate executive, who 
enjoys writing.
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MANAGEMENT SEMINAR for

Charitable and Religious 
Organisations

@Bangalore December 5-6, 2019 and Hyderabad28 -29 January 2020
Topics
• Goal Setting
• Policy Deployment
• Appraisal Process
• People Development 

Process & Review 
Mechanism

• Succession Planning
• Staff Welfare
• Resolve Conflicts Mission Way
• Management by Positive 

Influence

Venue
Don Bosco Provincial 

House 551, Milton St, 
D’Costa Layout, Opp. 
to ITC, Cooke Town 
Bengaluru -560005
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St.Ann’sGeneralate, 
H-No.12 – 13 -485, 
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Taranaka, 
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Resource Persons
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Mr. Raj Sekhar 
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Registration Fee:   
`2200 + GST 18%

@Varanasi 5 - 6 January, 2020
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• Indian Constitution and Religious Freedom
• Income Tax
• People Management
• FCRA
• Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act
• Goods and Services Tax (GST

Resource Persons
CA Simon A Rodrigues  
(Chartered Accountant)

Mr. Shankar Suresh
(Asst. Director, Training

Registration Fee:  `2200 

Venue
Nav Sadhana regional 

Pastoral caretre, Shivpur – 
P.o, tarna, Varnasi - 221003

Local Contact Person 
Mr.Solo Philip 
9447289458

@ Patna 26 – 27 February, 2020
• Indian Constitution and Religious Freedom
• Income Tax
• People Management
• FCRA
• Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act
• Goods and Services Tax (GST

Resource Persons 
Mr.Jacob Varghese 
(Director – Training)
Mr. Shankar Suresh 

(Asst. Director, Training

Registration Fee:  `2200 +  
GST 18%

Local Contact Person
Mr. Sanjay Samuel - 

09835220467

Register online - https://www.cimindia.in/product-category/event

feecovers cost of Seminar materials, Lunch and tea
registration fee of ` 1000 to be paid in advance for each seminar. 
balance to be paid at the venue.Please send the registration fee by demand  
draft or at par chequefavouring “CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT”,  
payable at chennai. (Net (transfer facility available on request

No. 1405, 4th Street, 
golden colony, 

Anna Nagar West extn., 
chennai 600050

044-26251530-33 | 
 9445922745|  

training@cimindia.in 
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ESSENCE AND EFFECTS  
OF SUFFERINGS

Understanding the truth of sufferings will help us to have hope 
and endure suffering.

many think suffering is 
because of sin – sin of 
the person, the sin of 

his/her previous birth or sin of 
the forefathers. there are many 
questions in our mind – what is 
suffering, why is there suffering 
if there is a god of love and he 
controls everything, does god 
allow sufferings, why do good 
and righteous people suffer, if the 
sufferings do not yield 
any fruit at present, 
what is their use in 
future, what is the hope 
of glory for one who 
suffers, etc. As Jesus 
said, “Know the truth, 
truth will set you free,” 
we need to understand 
the truth of suffering, which will 
help us to have hope and be able 
to endure suffering.

Suffering is a good and efficient 
teacher that teaches a costly, hard 
and necessary lesson in easy and 
practical ways that will never be 
forgotten. Suffering is a multi-

C. RAJASEKARAN faced tool through which we could 
repair any problem. Suffering is 
our permanent traveller that will 
save us from all dangers.

Essence Of Sufferings
“Suffering is the state or 

experience of pain, anguish, agony, 
affliction and a cause of distress 
and hardship. it is to experience 
something unpleasant. it is also 
to bear loss or damage. Suffering 
means the state of being in great 

trouble or in pain of 
body or mind. Suffering 
implies an external 
cause of great physical 
or mental strain and 
stress and is likely to 
connote the possibility 
of or the need for 
relief. Suffering implies 

conscious endurance of pain 
or distress and often a stoical 
acceptance” (Webster’s Dictionary 
& Thesaurus for Students).

Nelson’s Illustrated Bible 
Dictionary illustrates that 
suffering has been part of the 
human experience since man’s 

Suffering is a good and 
efficient teacher that 
teaches a costly, hard 
and necessary lesson 
in easy and practical 

ways that will never be 
forgotten.
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fall into sin (gen.3). the Psalms, 
one-third of which are laments, 
include graphic descriptions 
of suffering (Psa.22). Jesus 
announced repeatedly that 
His suffering was His mission 
(Matt.17:12;Lk.24:46). Suffering 
is not a bad word, neither bad 
work nor bad will, because it has 
good will, and works for good – 
therefore it is a good word. 

Essential For Suffering
Suffering is part of human life in 

this world. It is essential to suffer 
for many reasons (1Pet.1:6). 
Sufferings can help change our 
mind and psyche into a better 
state. the theme of the book of 
Job is the problem of suffering and 
why god permits the righteous to 
suffer. The book ends with Job 
receiving a double portion of 
what he had lost. the bible makes 
it clear that some suffering is the 
result of evil action or sin in the 
world. This type of suffering came 
upon man after the fall in the 
garden of eden (gen.3:16-19). 
Sin brings suffering. Suffering is a 
consequence of sin. 

But some suffering is not related 
to the past. Those who suffer are 
in a position to comfort others 
(2Cor.1:3-6). Suffering also helps 
believers to identify with christ, 
which is more than suffering for 
christ. “in fact, everyone who 

wants to live a godly life in christ 
Jesus will be persecuted” (2 tim. 
3:12,13). God allows sufferings 
to whom he loves (Pro.3:12; 
rev.3:19). god corrects as a father 
corrects his children, in order that 
we participate in his holiness and 
for our profit (Heb.12:9,10). It was 
essential for Christ to suffer for 
the salvation of the world, “by his 
stripes we are healed” (isa.53:5). 
Looking back to the cross, Peter 
explained, “Christ also suffered 
once for sins, the just for the 
unjust, that he might bring us to 
god” (1Pet.3:18). Paul boldly and 
proudly says, “We are appointed 
for suffering” (1Thes.3:3). 

Experience The Sufferings
Jesus said, “blessed are those 

who suffer for righteousness 
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
God.” Talking about suffering and 
counselling those who suffer for 
any cause is easy, but enduring 
sufferings is great. God wants 
all his creations to go through 
certain sufferings since it is good 
as the Psalmist says, “it was 
good for me to be afflicted so 
that i might learn Your decrees” 
(Psa.119:71). And Paul said, “We 
know that the whole creation has 
been groaning as in the pains of 
childbirth right up to the present 
time” (rom.8:22).

Everyone experiences suffering 
because of sin in the world which 
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came through man. “cursed is the 
ground because of you; through 
painful toil you will eat of it all the 
days of your life” (gen.3:17,18). 
No one in this world is exempted 
from suffering. god experienced 
suffering on behalf of His creation, 
so that the whole world will 
come to the saving knowledge of 
atonement of sin and suffering. 

Effects Of Sufferings
Suffering will never go in vain; 

it either prevents future suffering 
or provides future glory. “the 
sufferings of this present time 
are not worthy to be 
compared with the 
glory which shall 
be revealed in us” 
(rom.8:18). “for 
as the sufferings of 
christ abound in us, so 
our consolation also 
abounds by christ. 
And whether we are 
afflicted, it is for your consolation 
and salvation, which is effectual 
in the enduring of the same 
sufferings which we also suffer: or 
whether we are comforted, it is for 
your consolation and salvation” 
(1Cor.1:5,6). Our suffering for the 
sake of Jesus or gospel contributes 
to the edification of the church 
(Col.1:24). Through sufferings 
god makes our salvation perfect 
(heb.2:10). James 1:12 says, 
“blessed is a man who perseveres 

under trial; for once he has 
been approved, he will receive 
the crown of life which the Lord 
has promised to those who love 
him.”

Nelson’s Illustrated Bible 
Dictionary concludes as follows: 
“through persecution and 
tortures, people have suffered for 
the sake of christ and his kingdom 
(Php.1:29;2thes.1:5;2tim.3:12). 
To suffer with Christ, however, 
is another matter. Paul speaks of 
the ‘fellowship of his [christ’s] 
sufferings’ (Php.3:10). Believers 
share in the suffering of Christ 

in the sense that 
through suffering they 
identify with christ. to 
be a disciple involves 
suffering like the Master. 
christ as Lord and his 
believers as disciples 
are bonded even further 
through the experience 
of suffering.” When we 

understand the essence, essential 
experience and the effects of 
sufferings, the kingdom of God 
and reward in heaven are ours. 
it also assures our share with the 
suffering and glory of Jesus.

God experienced 
suffering on behalf 
of His creation, so 

that the whole world 
will come to the 

saving knowledge of 
atonement of sin and 

suffering. 

C. Rajasekaran  
is a former missionary 

and pastor, and 
presently teaches 

missions.
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this october 2019 we had a group of emmanuel church Assembly of god, Pune, travelling 
with us along with several others to israel, Jordan and egypt. the enthusiasm and discipline 
of the group motivated me, Pornima Kamle and Adwita Kamle to guide the group in god’s 
word. We had the privilege to guide and share the gospel with Senior Pastor rev. Varaprasad 
mark, his son Pastor Amit mark , senior pastor chandrakant onkar and the entire group. 

the group walked almost 52,000 steps per person for entire trip and more all thanks to 
mrs. Savita manwani aunty and her son Joshua who used the walking tracker to inform us 
how much we walked. i always say that Pilgrimage trip of the holy land is not easy and it 
should be done in your youth so that you witness Jesus’ ministry, his teaching, sacrifice and 
cruxification and outreach to your community that we all Worship the Living God. 

Never the less elderly do take this all important trip to witness the land of creation “israel” 
with sincerity and i respect it. We even urge the young and the elderly to spread the message 
of christ , glorify him and pray for the peace of Jerusalem.

our group witnessed approx. 104 holy sites of israel, Jordan and egypt during this 
journey without any hurdles. throughout the journey we worshipped on the gospel songs 
of our music ministry glorify christ, the gospel songs are available onwww.youtube.com/
akinternationaltourism

i wish to see you for our next trip to the holy land of israel, Jordan and egypt in April, may , 
October and November 2020. Bookings can be made online or our offices in Miraj and Pune.

You can also go through our group pictures and wonderful moments on www.facebook.
com/akinternationaltourism.

come to israel and you will never be the same.
Sincerely yours,

Dr. Amit Kamle, m.D (russia)  
Director, A. K. international tourism

Website: www.akinternationaltourism.com
email: akinternationaltourism@yahoo.com
contact: +91-8378960077, 0233-2227205

WITNESSING THE HOLY LAND OF  
MILK AND HONEY BY DR. AMIT KAMLE

Sharing Memories Of Our  Israel, Jordan And Egypt Trip In October 2019
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BIBLE SYNOPSIS - PART 5
In this part, we will look at the ‘minor prophets’:  

from Joel to Malachi. 

JOEL
the timing of Joel’s prophecy is 

not recorded in the book. but it is 
following a crop failure, especially 
of vine and fig, in Israel. The 
failure was so severe that even the 
grain offering and drink offering 
were cut off from the house of the 
Lord. the prophet is lamenting 
the calamity and calling not only 
the people of god, but even the 
priests and elders, to repent with 
fasting and gathering in a solemn 
assembly (1:1-14).

the destruction and misery 
reminded the prophet about the 
coming ‘day of the Lord’ which 
would come as a day of destruction 
from the Almighty (1:15) on those 
who continuously disobeyed his 
immutable laws. but he would 
withhold judgment and show 
mercy on the disobedient, if they 
returned to him in repentance. 
Joel reveals a real god who has 
complete control over nature. 
“he is of supreme authority, and a 
great military leader. his nature is 
absolute holiness and it demands 
a holy people. he is also the 
enforcer of his laws, rewarding 
those who obey and punishing 
those who disobey. Yet, he is 

LILY ABRAHAM gracious, slow to anger, merciful 
and full of love and compassion 
for his erring people.” the book 
also comforts his people telling 
them about the final restoration 
of the remnant of israel.

AMOS 
Amos’ prophetic ministry is 

calculated to have been between 
767-755 b.c. Amos, an ordinary 
sheep herder, was sent as a 
prophet to the northern kingdom 
during the reign of Jeroboam 
ii, a period of great economic 
prosperity and political security 
for both Judah and israel. but along 
with this material abundance, 
the nation became increasingly 
wicked and corrupt. the worship 
of the golden calf, established by 
Jeroboam 1, the first king of the 
northern kingdom, at Dan and 
bethel, continued. there was 
gross immorality, which was a 
natural fallout of idol worship. 
As a result, “the moral backbone 
of the nation was broken. family 
loyalties were weakened and 
marital fidelity all but erased. Israel 
had reached a peak in political 
power and material prosperity, 
but also in wilful transgression 
of the commandments of their 
holy god.” Amos prophesied that 
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such wickedness would soon be 
punished.

chapter 1:1-2:3 is about the 
punishment of the nations. 
chapter 2:4-5 is about the 
punishment on Judah and the rest 
of the book, chapters 2:6-9:15 is all 
about the impending punishment 
of israel. the Lord was preparing 
to bring the Assyrians to come 
against his people and to take 
them into captivity. chapter 9:10 
clearly states, “All the sinners of 
my people will die by the sword...” 
but the book ends with the good 
news of the final restoration of 
his people, israel, whom “he will 
plant on their land and they will 
not be rooted out of their land 
which i have given them.”

OBADIAH
obadiah is a single chapter 

book about the destruction of 
edom. the edomites were the 
descendants of esau, who were 
dwelling in the rocky region 
south of Judah, and were a proud, 
independent and resourceful 
people. throughout the centuries, 
israel and edom were antagonistic 
to each other. in the early days, 
god commanded israel to be kind 
to edom (Deut.23:7), and they 
obeyed. but when Nebuchadnezer 
captured Jerusalem (605-586 
b.c.), edom not only rejoiced, but 
also actively assisted him in its 
capture (Psa.137:7) .

the book deals with the plight, 
atrocities and doom of edom. but it 
has a greater message for us. how 
do we respond to the tragedies 
of others? god is very displeased 
when we rejoice over others’ fall, 
even if they are our enemies: 
punishment is in the offing.

the book also answers the 
question: “Where is god when 
apparently unjust tragic events 
happen?” god has a reason 
for allowing those events. he 
is always just, righteous and 
omnipotent.

JONAH
Jonah, the disobedient prophet, 

who was trapped in the belly of a 
huge fish, is the well-known minor 
prophet. god had sent Jonah to 
Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, to 
call its people to repent of their 
sins.

the focus of the book is god’s 
compassion towards sinful people 
and how eager he is to save them 
from their sins, irrespective 
of their nationality. the book 
teaches that genuine fear of god 
and repentance from sin, which 
is evident in one’s actions, lead 
to salvation. god’s purpose in 
choosing israel was that they 
should be a blessing to the other 
nations. his words to Abraham 
had been “in thee shall all the 
families of earth be blessed.” this 
book lays to rest the argument 



39Light of Life December 2019

that god is partial to his people 
israel. god loves all peoples and 
nations. he chose israel so that 
he could deal with the world and 
bless the world through them. 

MICAH  
micah, a contemporary of 

isaiah during the days of Jotham, 
Ahaz and hezekiah, prophesied 
concerning both Samaria, the 
capital of the northern kingdom, 
and Jerusalem, the capital of the 
southern kingdom.

the book can be divided into 
three segments. each of these 
starts with the expression, “hear 
ye” (1:2; 3:1;6:1). each part has 
three phases: 1) sin denounced, 
2) judgment forecast, 3) promises 
assured, thus starting with gloom 
and ending in gladness.

NAHUM
the time of this prophecy is 

calculated to be between 650-
620 b.c. this 3-chapter book is 
a prophecy about Nineveh, the 
capital of Assyria. it was the same 
city which repented after Jonah 
prophesied judgment on them.

Yet the Assyrians captured 
israel in 722 b.c., just about 100 
years after Jonah’s message and 
their repentance. in 701 b.c., 
the Assyrian King Sennacherib 
invaded Judah. We can read the 
famous boasting of rabshakeh, 
Sennacherib’s general, against 

the god of israel in 2 Kings 19. 
he threatened that Judah’s god 
would not be able to save them 
from the hands of the king of 
Assyria. Yet, the god of heaven 
and earth had the last word. god 
did spare Judah. Sennacherib, 
after returning to Nineveh, died 
there. Nineveh fell in 612 b.c., just 
as Nahum prophesied. the book 
clearly brings out the certainty 
of god’s word and god’s justice. 
Nothing can stop god from doing 
what he says or plans.

the book also provides a great 
study on god, his power and 
character. 

HABAKKUK
Habakkuk had a different role 

to play, compared to all the other 
minor prophets. All the others 
pleaded with people on behalf of 
god. but habakkuk pleaded with 
god on behalf of the people. he 
seeks answers to the perennial 
question, “Why do the wicked 
prosper and the righteous 
suffer?” The first two chapters 
are a dialogue between god and 
habakkuk. he waited upon the 
Lord for an answer. he got his 
answer in chapter 2:4; “the just 
shall live by faith.” this answer, as 
we are aware, was epoch making 
in that it is this verse which 
constrained and inspired martin 
Luther for the reformation. Also, 
it is quoted in romans 1:16,17, 
Gal.3:11 and Heb.10:39. The five 
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woes god pronounced in chapter 
2 are helpful to introspect and 
see whether they apply to us. the 
third chapter is one of the most 
beautiful anthems of praise in the 
old testament. there are many 
lessons to be learned about god. 
there are also great lessons on 
the danger of being proud.

ZEPHANIAH
his prophecy came during 

the reign of King Josiah, the last 
reformer king of Judah. it was 
during his reign, that the book of 
the law was found in the house 
of the Lord in 622 b.c. he very 
powerfully called god’s people 
to humility and righteousness, 
warning them about the day of 
the Lord’s anger. he was moved 
with holy indignation at the sin of 
god’s people. 

Zephaniah proclaims god’s 
hatred for sin and that he brings 
it to judgment, irrespective of 
who committed it, whether 
kings, priests, prophets, leaders 
or common people. the purpose 
of the judgment is to purify and 
not to exterminate. And it may be 
averted by repentance, even if it 
is imminent.

HAGGAI
haggai is one of the prophetic 

books after the return of the 
people of god from babylon after 
their 70-year captivity there. 
only a remnant returned, but 

their first important task was to 
rebuild the temple of god. but it 
soon became a discouraging task. 
their zeal dwindled. What was 
begun enthusiastically was soon 
forgotten. the temple work which 
was started in 536 b.c. under the 
leadership of Zerubbabel, was 
stopped in 534 b.c. for about 
sixteen years, the temple stood 
unfinished and ignored. That is 
when god raised up haggai as a 
prophet to encourage his people.

haggai asks them, “is it time 
for you yourselves to dwell in 
your panelled houses while god’s 
house lies desolate”? the people 
heeded god’s word through 
haggai and resumed the work 
of the temple in 520 b.c. and 
finished it in 516 B.C. The book 
holds a challenge for us believers 
to introspect and see whether we 
too are busy with our material 
comforts, ignoring the building of 
god’s kingdom.

ZECHARIAH
Zechariah was born and reared 

in babylon during the captivity. 
he was among the remnant who 
returned to Jerusalem under the 
leadership of Zerubbabel and 
Joshua. those who returned 
were a discouraged lot. they 
had abandoned the rebuilding of 
the temple of god. After haggai, 
god raised up, as a prophet, 
Zechariah, who was born in a 
priestly family.
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About 520 to 519 b.c., god’s 
word came to Zechariah. that 
was a word of encouragement, a 
word for the future, and a word of 
hope. the book begins with a call 
to repentance. there are many 
references to the messiah, about 
His first and second coming. 
in fact, Zechariah is called “the 
most messianic of all the old 
testament writings.” the book 
ends with prophecy about a final 
war, the second coming of Jesus, 
the establishment of the Lord’s 
kingdom over all the earth and all 
the nations coming to Jerusalem 
to worship the Lord.

MALACHI 
the remnant, who had 

returned from babylon, had 
grown apathetic again in their 
relationship to god, though the 
temple and the walls of Jerusalem 
were rebuilt. it seems they had 
gone tired of waiting for the reign 
of the messiah as king over all the 
earth. So god spoke one more 
time through malachi, whose 

name means ‘my messenger’, 
around 433 b.c. malachi is the 
last of the inspired prophecies in 
the old testament. 

this prophecy deals with three 
important subjects namely, 
love of god, sins of priests 
and people, and the coming of 
the messiah. malachi sees the 
coming of christ and predicts 
his forerunner in chapter 3:1 
and 4:5,6, which was fulfilled in 
John the baptist. he decries the 
insincere worship of the people 
and their moral corruption. these 
are areas which we too should 
introspect. he encourages the 
people who seem to be lax and 
compromising in their spiritual 
lives, with the promise of the 
Sun of righteousness rising with 
healing in his wings. he assures 
them that god’s people will go 
forth triumphantly.
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noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 
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MICAH
The prophet who foretold the birth of Christ in Bethlehem.

micah was a 
contemporary of 
isaiah, serving as 

god’s prophet during the reigns 
of Jotham, Ahaz and hezekiah, 
kings of the Judah. While isaiah 
belonged to the royal family, 
micah came from peasant stock. 
he is introduced in the bible as 
belonging to moresheth in the 
country-side of Judah. micah the 
prophet is known as a champion 
of the poor and the downtrodden. 
in the bible, prophetic books from 
hosea to malachi are known as 
minor prophets as compared to 
isaiah, Jeremiah and ezekiel. this 
categorisation appears more due 
to the length of their prophecies 
and not necessarily based on the 
intrinsic value of the messages 
they convey. this is especially true 
about micah, as within the seven 
chapters that form the book of 
Micah, we can find hidden gems 
that transcend time, in its value 
to the reader.

In the first three chapters Micah 
pronounces the judgment of god 
on the two kingdoms of the people 
of god, israel in the north and 
Judah in the south. he mentions 
the capitals of these countries by 

K. P. LUKE VYDHIAN name, Samaria in case of israel 
and Jerusalem in case of Judah 
and declares, in clear terms, 
what god is going to do in those 
places, for the way the people 
were conducting themselves in 
total disregard of god’s ways. 
he proceeds, mentioning each 
locality by name and announcing 
what awaits each one of them, so 
that no one is left in doubt about 
what is going to happen to them.

in chapter 2, micah describes 
in detail how the people are 
planning and conspiring to 
do evil. “They covet fields and 
seize them and houses and take 
them away. they oppress a man 
and his house, a man and his 
inheritance.” therefore god will 
act against them and there will 
be no escape for them. No one 
will come to their rescue. they 
plunder and grab even robes of 
those who pass by trustingly. 
even the children are not spared. 
in chapter 3, he addresses the 
rulers of the people directly and 
describes the way they treat 
the people. “is it not for you to 
know justice? You who hate the 
good and love the evil, who tear 
the skin from off my people and 
their flesh from their bones, who 
eat the flesh of my people and 
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flay their skin from off them and 
break their bones in pieces and 
chop them up like meat in a pot 
like flesh in a cauldron.” Strong 
language indeed!

then the prophet turns his 
attention to false prophets. god 
will deal with them as well. there 
will be no divination, no vision for 
them. the sun will go down over 
them and there will be darkness 
over them. the seers will be 
disgraced, and the diviners put to 
shame. but as for himself, micah, 
he will be filled with power, with 
the Spirit of the Lord. he will 
declare to Jacob his transgression 
and to israel his sin. chapter 3 
ends with the severe warning 
that Zion will be ploughed as a 
field; Jerusalem shall become a 
heap of ruins and the mountain 
of the house a wooded height.

When we come to chapter 4, 
we find a change of mood. It is no 
more destruction or devastation 
that the prophet is pronouncing 
but restoration and rehabilitation. 
“the mountain of the house of 
god shall be established as the 
highest of the mountain … and 
many nations shall come and 
say, ‘come, let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord to the house 
of the god of Jacob that he may 
teach us his ways that we may 
walk in his paths.’” there is one 
passage that is a word by word 

repetition of isaiah’s prophecy 
(isa.2:4;mic.4:2). these pertain to 
beating swords into ploughshares 
and spears into pruning hooks. 
We can safely presume that the 
holy Spirit inspired each of them 
to pronounce identical words in 
the situation revealed to them.

In Chapter 5, we find the most 
important prophecy of micah “but 
you, o bethlehem ephrathah, who 
are too little to be among the clans 
of Jacob, from you shall come forth 
for me one who is to be ruler of 
israel, whose coming forth is from 
of old, from the ancient of days” 
(v.2). this is clearly foretelling of 
the messiah’s birth in bethlehem, 
and micah prophesied it some 
seven centuries before the birth 
of Jesus christ.

When we come to chapter 6, we 
find the Lord Almighty pleading 
before the mountains. the Lord 
has an indictment against his 
people, and he shall contend with 
israel. this is like the anguished 
cry of the Almighty before the 
heavens and the earth to judge 
between him and his children 
israel, as recorded in isaiah ch.1. 
As we go further, we see one of 
the most significant teachings 
of the bible (v.6 onwards). the 
prophet is here raising questions 
rhetorically as to what he can 
do to attain the favour of the 
Lord. “Shall i come before the 
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Lord with burnt offerings, with 
calves a year old? Will the Lord 
be pleased with thousands of 
rams, with ten thousand rivers of 
oil? Shall I give my first born for 
my transgression, the fruit of my 
body for the sin of my soul?” After 
all these questions, the prophet 
himself gives the answer, “he has 
told you o man, what is good; and 
what does the Lord require of 
you but to do justice and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly 
with your god?” it is futile to think 
that we can obtain the favour of 
the creator of the whole universe 
by our petty offerings. Instead, 
what god expects from us is 
justice, kindness and humility to 
be practised by us in our daily 
lives.

the last chapter of micah starts 
with the agonising situation he 
finds himself in. The godly has 
perished from the earth and there 
is no one upright among mankind. 
but, as for the prophet, he will 
look towards the Lord, the god of 

his salvation. the book ends with 
exultation over the goodness 
of the Lord. “he will again have 
compassion on us; he will tread 
our iniquities underfoot. You will 
cast all our sins into the depths of 
the sea. You will show faithfulness 
to Jacob and steadfast love to 
Abraham.”

micah emphasises the futility of 
our offerings and gives importance 
to how we conduct ourselves, 
how we deal with our fellow 
beings. the Lord who owns ‘the 
cattle on a thousand hills,’ does 
not need our little lambs, calves 
or bulls. he looks to how we treat 
our brother, particularly the one 
in need. Let us learn this lesson 
from micah today. then our study 
of the book will be worthwhile.
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During the time of Jesus 
christ, there was a 
pool of water near the 

sheep gate at Jerusalem called 
bethesda, which was surrounded 
by five covered colonnades, i.e., 
a row of columns supporting 
an entablature which could 
accommodate large number of 
people. the importance of the 
pool was that, occasionally, an 
angel of the Lord went into the 
pool and stirred up the water and 
whoever stepped into the pool 
and touched the water first, that 
person would be healed of all 
sickness and diseases. therefore, 
a large number of sick people 
stayed around the pool under the 
colonnade, waiting for the angel 
to stir the water so that they 
could step in first. Some of those 
who were invalid and could not 
walk, were being helped, perhaps 
by their relatives or friends, who 
also used to wait for the angel to 
stir the water.

one such man was waiting 
for a long period of thirty-eight 

ONLY LOOKING  
AT THE POOL

We need to look at the cross, accept what Jesus has done for us 
and put our full trust in Him.

J. FREDRIC DAWSON years, so that he could reach the 
pool when it was stirred and 
get healed. but he did not have 
anyone with him to help him to 
step into the pool first. As a result, 
by the time he tried to touch the 
water, when stirred by the angel, 
someone else would supersede 
him and get cured. this man 
was, therefore, left behind every 
time and could not be healed for 
thirty-eight long years.

one day, when Jesus came to 
Jerusalem for a feast and passed 
by the colonnade, he saw this man 
lying there. he probably learnt 
from the bystanders that he had 
been there for a very long time 
and could not get an opportunity 
to touch the water first when the 
pool was stirred by the angel. he 
had compassion and pity on him. 
therefore, he went up to him and 
asked him whether he would like 
to be healed. Perhaps the blind 
man thought that Jesus wanted to 
help him to touch the pool water 
when the angel stirred it up. So, he 
replied, saying that he had no one 
to help him reach the water first 
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and hence, before he struggled 
to reach the pool, somebody else 
would always touch the water and 
get healed. Jesus decided to heal 
him and told him to rise up, take 
up his bed and walk. immediately, 
the man was cured. he took up his 
bed and walked out easily. Jesus 
had however quickly slipped 
away into the crowd and gone off 
the scene of healing. 

the day on which he was healed 
happened to be a Sabbath day. 
Some of the Jews could recognise 
the healed man and started asking 
him questions. they told him that 
he took up his mat and walked 
off which was unlawful to do on a 
Sabbath day, according to the law 
of moses. but the man simply told 
them that the Person who healed 
him asked him to take up the mat 
and walk and he followed his 
instructions when he got healed. 
When the Jews asked him who 
that man was who asked him to 
carry his mat, he told them that 
he did not know. After sometime, 
Jesus found this man in the temple 
and told him that he had become 
well now and that he should 
stop sinning or something worse 
might happen to him. thereafter, 
the man went and told the Jews 
who had asked him earlier about 
the healer that the Person who 
healed him was Jesus.

this man and his relatives 
were only looking up to the pool 
for his healing. Perhaps, when 
Jesus came there on that day, 
they could neither see him nor 
recognise him. even when Jesus 
asked him whether he would like 
to be healed, the man was only 
looking up to the pool and told 
pathetically that there was no 
one to take him to the pool when 
it was stirred. he was so obsessed 
with the power of the pool to cure 
him that he could not even give a 
positive reply to the one who had 
come forward to heal him. he 
could only repeat his dependency 
in the power of the pool. Jesus 
took the initiative to heal him by 
his power, as Jesus knew that he 
would never be able to get cured 
by the water of the pool any time.

Spiritually, man is blind and he 
is not able to see god’s way for his 
life. he is also lame that he cannot 
walk in god’s ways. he is therefore 
spiritually paralysed. being aware 
of this spiritual condition and 
knowing well that he is destined 
only to this way of life, he is 
‘looking for pools of water’ to 
cure him of his spiritual diseases. 
the wealth of this world, the 
comforts of a luxurious lifestyle, 
intellectual achievements, the 
fame he acquires as a result of 
his knowledge and wisdom are 
all ‘pools of water” to which he 
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looks to, for getting over his 
spiritual sickness. he does not 
know that none of them on which 
he is having high hopes, can heal 
him. the only one Person who 
can heal him of all his spiritual 
sickness and infirmities is Jesus 
christ, by his blood shed on the 
cross of calvary. Unless he looks 
at his cross, accept what he had 
done for him and put his full trust 
in him, he can never be healed 
of his spiritual sickness and he 
will only continue ‘looking at the 
pools’ even more than thirty eight 
years, as this man did. “Salvation 
is found in no one else, for there 
is no other name under heaven 

given to men by which we must 
be saved” (Acts.4:12). Jesus said, 
“i am the way, the truth and the 
life. No one comes to the father 
except through me” (Jn.14:6).

may god give us the wisdom 
and spiritual sight to recognise 
Jesus as the Saviour of this world 
and put our faith in him to get 
rid of the burden of our sins and 
become eligible to eternal life.
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INSPIRING QUOTES
“Are you willing to believe that love is the strongest thing in 

the world – stronger than hate, stronger than evil, stronger than 
death and that the blessed life which began in bethlehem nineteen 
hundred years ago is the image and brightness of the eternal l ove? 
then you can keep christmas.” 

- Henry Van Dyke
“Who can add to christmas? the perfect motive is that god so 

loved the world. the perfect gift is that he gave his only Son. the 
only requirement is to believe in him. the reward of faith is that 
you shall have everlasting life.” 

- Corrie Ten Boom
“Christmas is a gift of love wrapped in human flesh and tied securely 

with the strong promises of god. it is more than words can tell, for it is a 
matter for the heart to receive, believe and understand.”

- Unknown
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OPERATION – RESCUE
The more impossible the situation, the greater is God’s 

miraculous power.

CHRISTIANA JOSEPH

it is late night. in the high 
security prison, you can 
hear the gentle snoring of 

the prisoner Peter. though he was 
to face the council the next day, 
he was not at all anxious, but was 
fast asleep. Peter was in prison 
because of King herod. he saw 
the Jews react with pleasure when 
he had killed James the disciple, 
so now he put Peter in prison, 
hoping to kill him too (Acts.12:2). 
the last time Peter was put in 
prison, he had a dramatic ‘out of 
this world escape’ – an angel had 
literally brought him out (5:19). 
So, this time they were not taking 
any chances.

four squads of soldiers, that is 
– 16 soldiers, were assigned to 
guard Peter. he was bound with 
chains between two soldiers, and 
guards were keeping watch at 
the prison doors (12:6). this was 
the maximum security prison for 
dangerous prisoners, a place of 
no return.

but a Super Power, mightier 
than herod the king, was set in 
motion. constant prayer was 

offered to God for Peter by the 
church (12:5). Suddenly, an 
angel of the Lord stood by him, 
and a light shone in the prison. 
Peter was oblivious of all this 
action, he was fast asleep, and 
had to be struck to be woken by 
the angel. the angel made Peter 
take 5 steps of faith. he said, 1) 
arise quickly, as his chains fell off, 
2) gird yourself, 3) put on your 
sandals, 4) put on your coat, and 
5) follow me. Peter automatically 
obeyed, thinking, “Am i dreaming 
or is it real?” only after crossing 
the two guard posts, and at last 
the heavy iron gates leading to 
the main road – all doors were 
heavily guarded and locked with 
heavy locks, but now opened 
automatically. out on the dark 
street, only after the angel had 
left him, did Peter realise that the 
Lord had sent his angel to deliver 
him (Acts.12:11).

Peter made his way straight to 
the house of mary, the mother 
of John mark. he knew that here 
an all-night prayer meeting was 
being held for his release. hearing 
Peter knocking at the door and 
his voice calling out, rhoda, one 
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of the young girls present, ran in 
to tell the rest of the people, even 
forgetting to open the door in her 
excitement. Nobody believed her, 
and even when they eventually 
opened the door and he entered, 
they were all too surprised to see 
Peter! i wonder what the level of 
their faith was – when they could 
not believe or accept the answer 
to their fervent prayers!

having reassured the disciples, 
Peter moved on to a safe place. 
the next day there was a big 
commotion. the guards were 
perplexed, the chains were 
undisturbed, the doors were 
securely locked, the heavy iron 
gate was locked, but the prisoner 
was missing. herod, of course, 
was furious. he had expected 
to win the favour of the Jews by 
executing Peter, but had been 
humiliated by his escape. in great 
anger, he went down to caesarea 
to cool his hurt pride. he had 
meant to show off the power of 
his might. the killing of Peter was 
supposed to serve as a warning 
to other christians, and followers 
of Jesus. Now, all his plans had 
failed.

the real live incidents we read 
in the bible are so exciting. Why 
are these written? the same god 
who worked on behalf of the 
early followers of Jesus, is still 

alive today! As we read these our 
faith grows and we realise there 
is no impossible situation. man’s 
extremity is god’s opportunity. 
the more impossible the 
situation, the greater is god’s 
miraculous power. 

Dear child of god, you may be 
in a hopeless situation, the future 
looks bleak. it may be a serious 
illness, a financial loss, family or 
interpersonal problems. Jesus 
who died on the cross is willing 
to shed his blood for us. how 
great is his love and concern 
for us! his loving eyes are on us, 
his loving presence is with us. 
Just reach out and touch him, 
whisper the dear name of Jesus, 
you are never alone. 

We see too in this incident 
the power of constant prayer. 
Prayer is talking to god. So, let 
us develop the habit of always 
maintaining a deep intimate 
relationship with Jesus. And 
we are able to tap into this 
wonderful power through 
prayer. remember, it is always 
darkest before the dawn.
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submission of our invoice. While releasing the payment through bank, intimate 
us by e-mail the details of the payment, with your name and address.

	Send us the advertisement matter in pdf/jpg as well as Word file, to facilitate 
corrections wherever required and to improve its presentation.

thank you.

Light of Life
ATTENTION ADVERTISERS!

The King of kings  
Was born in a manger, 
To His own creation,  
He was a stranger.

His ministry would bring, 
Peace to all mankind, 
Though sinners,  
Of different kind.

The inn keepers,  
Said they have no room. 
No wonder some live,  
Their life in gloom.

If you open the door  
Of your heart, to Him. 
Everlasting joy,  
You experience deep within.

May you have grace and peace,  
A permanent reign. 
For this you must, 
Be born again.

- FELIX FERNANDES



54Light of Life December 2019



55Light of Life December 2019

mark the following statements ‘true’ or ‘false’ and give the reference for your 
answer.
1. the angel visited mary in bethlehem.  true/false (ref. _____________)
2. mary’s immediate reply to the angel’s message was, “how can this be since i have 

no husband?” true/false (ref. _____________)
3. the name Jesus means, “he will save his people from their sins.”   

true/false (ref. _____________)
4. Joseph was of the house and lineage of David.  true/false (ref. _____________)
5. When Joseph knew that mary was with child, he resolved to divorce her publicly.  

true/false (ref. _____________)
6. mary stayed with her cousin elizabeth for 3 months before the birth of John the 

baptist.  true/false (ref. _____________)
7. the roman emperor then was Quirinius.  true/false (ref. _____________)
8. Joseph, a resident of Nazareth and mary went to bethlehem to be enrolled. true/

false (ref. _____________)
9. Joseph and Mary could not find a room in the inn.  
 true/false (ref. _____________)
10. A multitude of the heavenly host appeared before the shepherds, praising god 

and saying, “glory to god in the highest, and on earth peace among men with 
whom he is pleased.” true/false (ref. _____________)

11. A star guided the shepherds to the manger. true/false (ref. _____________)
12. three wise men from the east came to Jerusalem in search for the “King of Jews.” 

true/false (ref. _____________)
13. the religious leaders told King herod where the christ was born. 
 true/false (ref. _____________)
14. the prophet Zechariah spoke of bethlehem as the birth place of the christ. true/

false (ref. _____________)
15. When the wise men found Jesus in a manger, they fell down and worshipped him. 

true/false (ref. _____________)
16. they presented him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 
 true/false (ref. _____________)
17. they were warned by an angel not to return to King herod.  

true/false (ref. _____________)

2019

Send in your answers with bible references by e-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, 
to reach Light of Life, Post box 4576, 21-YmcA road, mumbai central, mumbai 400008, not 
later than January 5, 2020. Please indicate your name, address and Light of Life Subscription 
Number while sending the answers. 
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18. they departed to their own country by the same way they came.   
true/false (ref. _____________)

19. The angel of the Lord told Joseph to flee to Egypt with Mary and Jesus.   True/
false (ref._____________)

20. King herod killed all the 1st born male children in bethlehem and in all that region.  
true/false (ref. _____________)

Clues Across:

3.benjamin
5. ephesus
7. melchizedek
9. tentpeg
10. Sadducees
12. Scroll
13. holiness
15. ichabod
17. Septuagint
19. barley
21. gopher
23. Salt
24. gold
25. fruit

Answers To Crossword 1
Clues Down:

1.Judah
2. moabitess
4. Nebuchadnezer
6. ezekiel
8. Aaron
11. Lion
14. Daniel
16. Donkey
18. Absalom
19. blood
20. robe
22. Peter

ONE ERROR

TWO ERRORS

Winners of Crossword 66

Asha Daniel, Hyderabad, Tel., Jalaja Sulochana, Hyderabad, Tel., John S. Andrews, Sangli, Mah., 
Lesley J. Birnur, Hubli, Kar., Mohan C. Kamalam, Nagercoil, TN., T. V. Varagunasingh, Tirunelveli, 
TN., S. H. E. S. McLoughlin, Hyderabad, Tel., K. A. M. Veda Kumari, Eluru, AP., Mary Mathew, 
Trivandrum, Ker., A. Sunderraj, Mumbai, Mah., I. Devanayagam, Tirunelveli, TN., Surekha S. 
Kondeti, Pune, Mah., Elizabeth J. Varghese, Mumbai, Mah., M. Ratna Prabhu, Ahmedabad, Guj., 
Esther Patti, Pune, Mah., M. Edwin, Coimbatore, TN., P. Samuel, Yavatmal, Mah., B. B.  Ropmay, 
Shillong, Meghalaya., Dolly Sinha Roy, Vadodara, Guj., Daphne Alfred, Hyderabad, Tel., G. Susan 
Abraham, Hyderabad, Tel.

Ottie E. Salins, Ambernath, Mah., S. V. Rani, Bengaluru, Kar., D. Alexander, Mumbai, Mah., R. 
Sathish, Chennai, TN., Helen Williers, Mumbai, Mah., Sumathi Dorcas Maigur, Yadgiri, Kar., 
Sushila Muller, Coimbatore, TN., Saramma Isaac, Adoor, Ker., Thelma Roberts, Hyderabad, Tel., 
David E. Tiwari, Daund, Mah.

SunilaTudu, Howrah, WB., Regina L. Victor, Ponda, Goa., Manohar G. Andrews, Thane, Mah., 
Isaiah Winston, Bengaluru, Kar.
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CYRIL GEORGESON

WORD AND 
THE WORLD

W
OR

D AND THE WORLD

THE OTHER

on September 6, 2018, 
botham Jean was sitting 
at his apartment in Dallas, 

texas, eating ice cream. Suddenly 
a lady – Amber guyger, steps into 
the partly open apartment and 
shoots him dead. botham Jean, 
a black man, was an accountant. 
The white lady was a police officer 
who was off duty and returning to 
her home. She mistakenly went to 
the fourth floor of the apartment 
building where she lived and was 
entering the flat exactly above 
her apartment. She saw botham 
Jean on the sofa and mistaking 
him (though she was the one on 
the wrong floor) for a burglar, 
shot him dead.

there were many aspects 
to this case: black-white 
relationships and also the efforts 
by high-ranking police officials 
to destroy evidence, cover-up 
for the murderer and smear the 
reputation of the deceased. there 
were text messages on guyger 
phone which joked about martin 
Luther King Jr.’s death and others 
mocking her black colleagues. the 
prosecution argued that this was a 
case of racism. the sentencing for 

this case was on october 2, 2019, 
where guyger was sentenced to 
10 years in prison.

I Forgive
What caught everyone’s 

attention the most is what 
happened during the sentencing. 
botham Jean’s brother told her, 
“if you truly are sorry, i know i 
can speak for myself, i forgive 
you.” this act of forgiveness went 
viral on social media. Later, at the 
Good Morning America show, he 
said, “that was just my gesture, 
my decision of letting her know 
that i truly forgive her… She 
still deserves love. She made a 
mistake that she probably truly 
regrets; so if you want to forgive 
her, just understand that god 
forgave you.”

his mother, Allison Jean, 
also said something similar, 
“forgiveness for us as christians 
is a healing for us,” she continued, 
“but there are consequences. it 
does not mean that everything 
else we have suffered has 
to go unnoticed... You saw 
investigations that were marred 
with corruption… While we walk 
as christians, we still have a 
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responsibility to ensure that our 
city does what is right.”

She did point out something 
that equally needed attention – 
doing what is right. Just because 
there is forgiveness, does not 
mean that the systemic flaws and 
deliberate attempts to miscarry 
justice should be ignored. there 
is the need to speak the truth into 
a situation of falsehood, prejudice 
and deception.

india has also had her time 
in the limelight of ‘forgiveness’. 
in January 1999, christian 
missionary graham Staines was 
ruthlessly burnt alive in a station 
wagon by ravindra Pal Singh 
(adopted name: Dara Singh), along 
with his sons Philip and timothy. 
the cause for this heinous act was 
the right-wing’s hatred towards 
christians and their work among 
the tribals and downtrodden. his 
widow, gladys Staines not only 
forgave him, “i forgive completely 
those who killed my husband and 
children,” but also appealed for 
clemency. the Supreme court 
later changed his death sentence 
to life imprisonment.

The Darker Side
in sharp contrast to these acts 

of forgiveness, we realise that we 
live in a global environment of 
‘hate’. there is so much hate it is 

now hard to understand how this 
happened so soon and so deep 
within our societies. recently, 
a school had to send a note to 
all parents asking them to be 
careful about what they speak in 
front of their children. one of the 
little children from a majority 
community asked another child 
from a minority community to go 
back to her country, in a matter-
of-fact tone. Not aggressively or 
even because of a dispute – just 
in casual conversation. though 
actually, both the children 
were of the complete same 
nationality.

Psychology Today tries to 
understand the genesis of this 
hate-centric-era: indeed, it is 
‘the other’ that has become the 
enemy, whatever or whoever that 
‘other’ might be for us. We all 
have some aggression within us; 
we all have a darker side, and the 
politicians, the journalists, the 
writers need to stir up this hatred 
and to project it onto others to 
get us to vote for them, or to read 
their texts... We must believe we 
have much to lose: our land, our 
money, our women or our men. 
Politicians by appealing to ‘hate’ 
of some kind for others who are 
portrayed as unlike us, hardly 
human, as animals or as criminals 
or simply as people who will take 
what we possess, rally their base. 
by this means they can unite us 
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and enable us to project onto 
others our own dark desires.

The Other
We can also see ‘the other’ 

existing even in the life of 
disciples and of churches. 
Surely, some of the ‘otherness’ is 
genuine; but many are imagined. 
‘the other’ can be another faction 
in the same local church or could 
even be another denomination. 
the others’ singing, conduct, 
doctrine, etc., are not right. Let 
us be reminded lest we should 
forget that Jesus prayed for unity 
of His flock. We should seek to be 
the answer to this prayer in our 
generation.

“in essentials, unity, in non-
essentials liberty, in all things 
charity’ are the words of the 
seventeenth century german 
theologian, rupertus meldenius 
occurs in a tract on christian 
unity written during the thirty 
Years War (1618–1648). Paul 
puts it succinctly in romans 12 
“if possible, so far as it depends on 
you, be at peace with all men.”

Also, when we are wronged, 
we desire to respond in kind. We 
want to pay back hate-with-hate. 
gladys Staines returned to india 
in June 2006, and in an interview 
underlined the importance of 
forgiveness. “in forgiveness, there 

is no bitterness and when there is 
no bitterness, there is hope. this 
consolation comes from Jesus 
christ.”

Jesus showed us the way 
when he taught us to ‘love our 
enemies’ and to ‘pray for those 
who persecute us.’ As we end this 
year we stand at the threshold 
of an uncertain future. As in 
every year, we don’t know what 
the year ahead holds for each 
of us, or even the church. but 
we follow a Saviour who at the 
point of greatest injustice, pain 
and suffering prayed that His 
persecutors be forgiven; for they 
did not know what they were 
doing. 

We may not have to pay the price 
that the families of botham Jean 
and graham Staines paid. maybe 
the Lord will give us opportunities 
to turn the other cheek and walk 
the extra mile, “to consider it pure 
joy, whenever we face trials of 
many kinds, because we know that 
the testing of our faith produces 
perseverance. When perseverance 
finishes its work we may be 
mature and complete, not lacking 
anything” (Jas.1:2-4).

Cyril Georgeson  
lives in Mumbai and is 

an apologist, teacher 
and writer.
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the Assembly of god church 

BUNTAIN THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE
The Right College for the Right Preparations in Christian Ministry

Applications are invited for Biblical theological education from committed Christian 
men and women who are born-again and have a call of God for ministry.

Programmes Duration
Medium of 
Instruction

Eligibility

M.Div**
2 Years(B.Th. Graduates) 

4 Years(Secular 
Graduates)

English
B.Th or its 
Equivalent

B.Th* 3 Years English
ISC/HS/PUC or 

equivalent

B.Th 3 Years Bengali
ISC/HS/PUC or 

equivalent

Dip.Th* 2Years Bengali
Madhyamic or 

equivalent

    Salient Features:
v Spiritual environment   v Qualified teachers
v Digitallibrary v Field ministry
v furnished hostels v Computer Lab with Internetfacilities
Classes begin in June and end in March. Prospectus and application forms are 

available throughout the Year. Send Rs. 100/- by Money order for the prospectus  
and application form.

**A Master’s Degree in Divinity (M.DIV) in partnership with  
Global School of Learning, (GSOL), Bangalore.  
www.gsol.cgld.orgor www.agkolkata.ag/btc

Mailing Address: The Academic Dean,  
Buntain Theological College, 125/1, Park Street, Kolkata 700017

Campus Situated at: A.G. Mission, Konchowki, P.S. Bishnupur,  
Dist.24 Parganas (S), Joka, West Bengal - 743503

Contact #   (033)8336943847, E-mail: btckolkata@gmail.com

*ATA Accredited Courses
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NOTES ALONG 
THE JOURNEY

EXPIRY DATES
OBY CHERIAN

“The heavens are the work of Your 
hands. They will perish, but You 
remain; They will all wear out like a 
garment. You will roll them up like  
a robe” (Heb.1:10-12).

have you ever had to learn a 
lesson the hard way? Let me share 
with you one i learned. on a bright 
morning, i went out with my toddler 
nephew in my arms. there was this 
nylon hammock swinging between 
two trees. We had put it up many 
months ago and used it in its initial 
days, but then it lay forgotten. 
Wanting to show my nephew what a 
hammock is, i lowered myself rather 
confidently into its net only to have 
it give way and tear to pieces under 
me. i sprained my hand badly and 
landed with a bump that my bottom 
would remember for quite a while. 
fortunately, i held on to the baby and 
he landed on top of me with little 
more than a bad scare.

A few days later, i went back to the 
scene of my misadventure and had 
a closer look at the hammock. the 
nylon had become so fragile that 
it came apart between my fingers 
with the tiniest tug. the elements 
had done their job on the poor 
quality plastic. the lesson learned – 
everything has a life, everything has 
an expiry date. Another time i bought 
two dozen flashlight cells so that I 
would not have to bother about this 
item for years. the last few of these 

lay in the top of some cupboard and 
by the time i got to use them they had 
become useless. I read the fine print 
on them, and sure enough, they had 
an expiry date that had long gone by. 

even things we think will last 
forever, like motor car tyres or even 
bottled water – they all have a shelf life 
– so do we. this should teach us not 
to hoard anything. it should teach us 
to hold lightly the things that the Lord 
has given into our hands and to hold 
tightly to those things that last forever.

“So we fix our eyes not on what is 
seen, but on what is unseen, since 
what is seen is temporary, but what 
is unseen is eternal” (2cor.4:18).

the passing of the years makes fools 
of the best of us. As that hymn says, 

“time like an ever-rolling stream 
bears all its sons away.

They fly, forgotten, as a dream dies 
at the opening day.”

Let us look beyond ourselves. may 
the Lord help us to live as children of 
eternity. in that sense, we are not in 
the land of the living. this world is 
the land of the dying. but our destiny 
belongs to the land of the living.

“i believe that i shall see the 
goodness of the Lord in the land of 
the living!” (Psa.27:13).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a consultant urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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  Union Biblical Seminary 
Affiliated to the Senate of Serampore College (University) 

 Invites applications for the following programmes for 2020-21 

 Bachelor of Divinity(4 years) 

Eligibility: a bachelor degree in any discipline from a recognized university 

 

 Master of Theology(2 years) 

Old Testament,New Testament,Christian Theology, Christian Ministry (Counselling), 

and Missiology 

Eligibility: BD from the Senate of Serampore College with a minimum of ‘B-’ grade or 

equivalent in both the overall BD result and in the area/cluster of specialization ‘B’ grade 

 

 Doctor of Theology  

Old Testament, New Testament, Christian Theology. 

Christian Ministry: Counselling (subject to approval by Senate of Serampore College) 

Eligibility:  MTh from the Senate of Serampore College with a minimum of ‘B’ grade or 

equivalent, and a pass in the Common Entrance Test (CET) conducted by the Senate of 

Serampore. 

 

 Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in Theology (Martin Luther University, Shillong, 

Meghalaya) 

Specializations in Old Testament, New Testament and Christian Theology 

  

UBS is a Premiere Theological Institute with the distinctive of:  

• Serving the Indian, Asian, and Global Church since 1953 

• 29 strong Core Teaching Faculty, most of them with PhD/DTh from reputed universities 

• Bible-Centered where Christ holds Preeminence 

• Academic Climate for Critical Intellectual Enquiry and Holistic Personal Growth   

• Personalized Research and Writing facility with Wi-Fi connection 

• Caring Residential Community 

For application forms send Rs. 700/- by M.O. or DD payable toUnion Biblical Seminary, and 

send it to: 

Registrar  

UBS, Above Ramyanagri Society, 

Bibvewadi,Pune – 411 037 

Maharashtra,(India) 

Email: admissions@ubs.ac.in / registrar@ubs.ac.in 

Tel.020-24211747 / 203 Extn. 340 

 

Also forms can be downloaded and applications can be submitted online at: 

http: //www.ubs.ac.in 

Last date for receiving the completed applications: November 29, 2019; 

with late fee of Rs. 500/- December 14
th

, 2019 
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News

Christian Houses Under 
Surveillance
(MSN): Police in tamil Nadu state 
have put several house churches 
under surveillance in order to 
stop worship, in violation of the 
country’s secular constitution, 
sources said. Police have told 
congregations to stop worship 
in homes in villages in tiruppur 
District.

there is immense pressure 
from the police administration 
that christians are not allowed 
to gather for prayers even within 
the four walls of their homes. the 
pastors of these small churches 
have been harassed to seek 
permission from district officials 
to conduct prayer services.

courts in india have repeatedly 
held that no permission is needed 
to worship in homes.

Pastor Fears Deportation
(CPR): A pastor who fled to 
turkey after spending over a 
month in iran’s most notorious 
prison is desperate for help 
as he and his family are facing 
deportation, which would result 
in his imprisonment and possible 
torture. the pastor, a former 
muslim who came to christ at age 

23, has planted house churches 
across tehran for a decade. in 
iran, he is a convicted man set 
to serve years in prison because 
he preached the gospel of Jesus 
christ to a community of ex-
muslims trying to live out their 
new faith in peace.

Fires At Three Churches Not 
Coincidence
(CT): church leaders in egypt are 
sounding the alarm after three 
Coptic churches were hit by fires. 
Although investigations are still 
ongoing, church leaders said that 
the fires were not a coincidence.

Two Pastors Beheaded
(WN): two ethiopian pastors have 
been beheaded near the capital 
Addis Ababa, in an outburst 
of violence against christians. 
the situation on the ground has 
become quite challenging for 
christians and many churches 
have been burnt this year. there 
is also an unverified report that 
a group of christians has been 
forced out of a majority-muslim 
town south-east from the capital.

the army was called in to restore 
order after 67 people were killed 
and 213 wounded in Addis Ababa 
during several days of unrest.

Nearly 700 Languages With A 
Complete Bible

(CT): Latest figures from 
Wycliffe Bible Translators show 
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that 698 languages now have the 
complete bible, up from 683 in 
2018.

even more have a complete 
New testament, up from 1534 
last year to 1548 languages today, 
while a further 1138 have some 
translated portions of the bible, 
up from 1133.

Christians Risk Arrest In 
Saudi Arabia
(CE): christians traveling to Saudi 
Arabia are being warned not to 
publicly display their bible while 
in the country or travel with more 
than one copy of the text, despite 

the kingdom’s recent openness to 
tourism.

“christian visitors should be 
aware that displaying a bible 
in public, or taking more than 
one bible into the country, could 
place them at risk of arrest. the 
new regulations for tourists state 
that a bible may be brought into 
the country provided it is for 
personal use only. bibles must 
not be displayed in public and 
anyone found bringing a large 
number of bibles will face ‘severe 
penalties.’”
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Aims
To Teach The Whole Bible, To The Whole Church,

For The Whole World

Touching children across the World.  We hope to widen
our reach, and touch more lives with the Powerful Word of
  God through systematic Classic Curriculum for 3 years

Contact us at

CEEFI
Victoria Chambers, 2nd Floor, 4-1-826, J.N.Road, Hyderabad - 01.
Tel: 24743646, Cell: 9849316347.   E-mail: ceefi.hyd@gmail.com

Curriculum
Available

CEEFI & SPLASH Sunday School
HBS Holidays Bible School

CEEFICEEFI

CEEFI

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DEPARTMENT OF
EVANGELICAL FELLOWSHIP OF INDIA
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   At the  Light of Life
                                                      Bookshop

December 2nd to 27th, 2019 

LOL’s Big SaLe !!!

Address:
Light of Life Bookshop, 21 YMCA Road

Near Maratha Mandir, Opp. YMCA International House 
Bombay Central, Mumbai – 400008

Tel: 022- 23076941 / 23095656
Email: lightoflife1@rediffmail.com / lightoflife2777@gmail.com

Take Advantage of the Attractive Discounts Offered

ACDs/DVDs/MP3 
CDs, Bibles & BooksDiscount 

up to 60% 

We are open Monday to Friday, 9:30 am to 5:30 pm

Also Available:
Devotionals

Our Daily Bread
Every Day With Jesus

2020 Calanders
Gift Items, etc.
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JOB OPPORTUNITIES FOR FOLLOWING POSITIONS 
Candidates who are fluent in English, hardworking, experienced and have a flair for innovative teaching methods are preferred. 

SECTION SUBJECT/DESIGNATION QUALIFICATION 

PRE-PRIMARY All  Graduate with Montessori Training/ 
T.T.C/E.C.E/P.P.T.T/M.T.C (Freshers can Apply) 

PRIMARY/MIDDLE 

English/Hindi/Marathi  Graduate/Post Graduate D.Ed, B.Ed & B.A.  
Science (Physics, Chemistry, 
Biology) Math, SST Graduate/Post Graduate D.Ed, B.Ed & B.Sc 

Computer MCA/BCA/BCS or Graduate with P.G. Diploma in 
computers   

SPORTS  P.E. B.P.Ed. / M.P.Ed with minimum 2 yrs experience 

CO-CURRICULAR  Music 
Arts & Craft 

B.A / M.A. in Music with minimum 2 yrs experience 
ATD/Degree in Fine Arts or equivalent with minimum 2 
yrs experience 

LIBRARY 
OTHER 

Librarian 
Nurse 

B.Lib / M.Lib with minimum 2 yrs experience 
GNM with 2 yrs experience 

COUNSELLING Counsellor MSC/MA in Counselling/ Clinical Psychology 
 
NOTE:  

1. Selected Candidates will be provided Accommodation and Transportation. 
2. Salary will commensurate with experience and qualification. 
3. Short Listed candidates will be contacted on their E-Mail Id/ Phone numbers 

 
Send your Application mentioned for post applied for and latest photograph by 31 December 2019  
Candidates having similar experience and qualification can apply: manager@capstoneinternationalschool.org  

CAPSTONE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL 
Baburdi Ghumat, Walki Road, Tal. Nagar, Dist. Ahmednagar, Maharashtra. (Proposed ICSE) 

 

CLASS ROOMLIBRARY COMP. LAB


