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Behold,

HEAVEN 
HIGHEST HEAVEN
cannot contain You,

how much less this house which I have built!” 

and the

(1KING 8:27)
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YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 
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New Insights

i am on your mailing list and 
have been blessed by the article, 
A different kind of healing, by 
K. P. Luke Vydhian (November 
2018), with new insights to the 
story of the healing of the man at 
bethsaida.

Samuel E. S., Nashik, 
Maharashtra

Thought Provoking

it was interesting to read the 
article, Vermicelli Paayasam. by 
Lily Abraham (November 2018). 
the allegorical illustration of 
the process of making the tasty 
paayasam like breaking up, frying, 
and boiling, etc., and the analogy 
of comparing it with trials and 
afflictions in life have been 
educative and thought provoking. 
i convey my appreciation to LoL 
for publishing such interesting 
articles.

M G Mathews, Mumbai, 
Maharashtra

We count on 
your prayers!

As we at Light of Life seek to fulfil this 
ministry for the edification of our readers, 

we seek your prayers for God’s  anointing, 
blessings, provisions and guidance.  

Thank you.
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Editorial

KEEPING GOD IN A BOX!

from ancient times, people 
have been creating 
their own gods by their 

imagination. Some people 
converted their fear of what they 
could not understand into gods 
whom they had to placate. Some 
others tried to accommodate 
their god within the domain of 
their philosophy. others began to 
worship anything supernatural 
as a manifestation of god.

but when we come to christians 
who profess to know god as 
revealed by the bible, even here 
is a diversity of understanding 
that describes this one and only 
true and living god. Leaving 
heresies and cults aside, even 
among what we would describe 
as evangelical christians who 
consider the bible as the inspired 
word of god and that salvation 
is only by his grace through our 
faith, there is such a divergence 
in understanding when it comes 
to details. existing churches have 

been split and new churches have 
been formed based on different 
people’s understanding of what 
the bible says and how things 
should be practised.

Let us look at how different 
christians have their own 
definitions and descriptions of 
god even though it is the same 
god they all believe in!

At one level, there are those 
who see god as a benevolent 
grandfather sitting in heaven, 
eager to fulfil every whim and 
fancy they express to him. this 
god is so sweet that he does 
not point out any embarrassing 
things in their lives, and all his 
conversation with them is about 
blessings and promises. they 
become petulant, like spoilt 
children, when their prayers are 
not answered, and they even 
consider leaving this god aside.

At another level, we find 
people who are willing to ‘ask 
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Jesus to be their Saviour’ or 
even get baptised if that would 
ensure their place in heaven. the 
single goal they have in coming 
to Jesus is to avoid hell and to 
get into heaven. once they have 
paid their ‘insurance premium’ 
for this, they carry on with their 
lives practically just as they used 
to earlier.

Some others have responded 
to (false) teachers who promised 
them that once they came to 
Jesus, all their earthly problems 
would be over. No more sickness, 
no more poverty, no more break-
ups – Jesus would solve all their 
issues. they too are willing to 
pay their ‘premium’ in the form 
of church attendance, paying 
tithes, giving seed money, fasting, 
etc. but for them, god is just a 
nice benefactor for their life on 
earth.

many of the people in the 
above categories may not even 
be born again, and according 
to the words of Jesus, may not 
actually enter the kingdom of 
god even though they think they 
will (Jn.3:3,5). it is fearful to 
think of the penalty that might 
come upon the preachers who 
misled these people, especially 
if they did it knowingly for their 
own gain!

All these people have created 
different boxes by themselves 
and placed their god inside. that 

is all they know about god. they 
do not realise that god is too big 
to be placed inside any box and 
that if they want to know him 
better they need to keep looking 
outside and beyond their boxes. 
As Solomon said, “behold, 
heaven and the highest heaven 
cannot contain You, how much 
less this house which i have 
built!” (1Ki.8:27).

then, there are people who 
are born again and have become 
children of god through faith 
in Jesus as their Saviour. As 
god’s word says, his seed has 
been placed within their spirit 
and they have thus received a 
new attitude of not wanting to 
disobey god and sin any more 
(1Jn.3:8,9). but unfortunately, 
many of them are not nourishing 
themselves through the milk of 
the word (1Pet.2:2), and strong 
meat later (heb.5:14) because 
they have assumed that now 
that they have come to christ 
everything is settled and there is 
nothing they ought to do. So, the 
box they have built around their 
God confines them to a one-time 
event of coming to christ and the 
rest being taken care of by god.

Some believers have built a 
veritable strongbox around their 
god with the word of god! they 
emphasise the sufficiency of the 
word and its inerrant and infallible 
nature, and look no further than 
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the word for all matters! they 
study the word in hebrew and 
greek, use concordances and 
lexicons, compare different 
translations and arrive at many 
truths with which they build the 
impregnable sides of their box. 
They become hard and inflexible 
and give no freedom for the holy 
Spirit who inspired the word 
and who acts through different 
people and circumstances in his 
own inimitable ways. they do 
not realise that they need their 
spiritual eyes to be opened to 
see the things of god because 
they are satisfied with their own 
intellectual analysis (eph.1:18). 
they have not understood that 
god is even bigger than the 
bible! they have also made the 
mistake of treating the words 
in the bible like engravings on 
stone and forget that it is a living 
word that is powerful enough to 
separate human thoughts from 
divine ones (heb.4:12). for these 
people, God is confined within 
the intellectual box they have 
created!

the box which some have 
created rule out anything 
miraculous or supernatural. 
they have safely kept out all 
such events involving Jesus and 
the apostles as belonging only 
to that time, and now they need 
only intellectual understanding 
to manage their own lives. while 

life on earth is becoming more 
and more difficult (2Tim.3:1-5), 
Satan and his demons are also 
becoming more and more active. 
these are times when we would 
need active support of god 
through even miraculous ways. 
that is what god has promised 
his people, saying that when 
the enemy brings up an attack, 
the Spirit of god will rise up in 
support (isa.59:19 KJV).

in creating such a box, these 
people are not saying that god is 
incapable of doing supernatural 
things. theoretically they assume 
that as a fact of his omnipotence. 
the problem is that they do not 
expect god to intervene in their 
lives in any supernatural way 
and have reconciled themselves 
to taking only natural paths. 
Since they do not expect god to 
do miracles, they do not ask him 
for any, and therefore they do 
not receive any. isn’t this a big 
limitation of their box because of 
which god is not able to do for 
them what he wants to? Jesus 
could not do many miracles in 
some places because of people’s 
unbelief (mk.6:5,6).

A very common box which 
people make is where the gifts 
of the holy Spirit are not there 
anymore. even though the bible 
spends a lot of space instructing 
us about them and their operation 
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Jacob Ninan 

(1cor.12-14), many people 
actually extract only chapter 
13 out of them and discard the 
rest as being applicable only to 
corinth! or they assume that 
these gifts were only available 
to attest and prove the anointing 
that was only on the apostles 
at that time, even though the 
apostle Paul exhorts the people 
of corinth, and through that us 
also, to earnestly desire spiritual 
gifts (1cor.14:1). but within 
this box, there is space only for 
natural gifts and talents!

for some other christians, 
their box does not allow for any 
activity of Satan or his demons in 
their lives. Some of them assume 
demons are only mythological 
characters which Jesus referred 
to because of the prevailing 
beliefs of the people. Some others 
assume that since Jesus has won 
total victory over Satan on the 
cross, they are completely safe 
from any trouble from demons. 
of course, there are other 
christians who seem to believe 
that all problems are due to the 
work of evil spirits and they are 
busy casting them out! but this 
box does not allow for the several 
warnings in the New testament 
about how we christians need to 
be careful not to give any place 
for the demons in our life (e.g., 
eph.4:26,27). Several people are 
actually suffering from demonic 

attacks of various types, but 
since their box does not contain 
this possibility, they continue to 
address their problems in other 
ways, without success.

Some christians have 
attributed sovereignty to god in 
such an absolute way that they 
have placed all responsibility, for 
everything that happens, upon 
him. how convenient! this box is 
very popular because we do not 
have to take the responsibility 
for our mistakes or for taking 
any action from our side! god 
will save whoever he chooses, 
and he will transform their lives 
even without their cooperation! 
in fact, they will not be able to 
resist it if they tried!

whichever box we are keeping 
god in for ourselves, isn’t it good 
to realise that god is too big 
for any box? there is so much 
of him our little minds cannot 
understand. isn’t it wise to keep 
an open mind and heart so that 
we can get to know him better, 
even if it means we will have to 
change some of our ‘personal’ 
assumptions?
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As the day on which the 
world celebrates the 
birth of Jesus approaches, 

there is a noticeable excitement 
all around. of course, the degree 
of excitement varies in different 
parts of the world on account of 
socio-religious set up and diverse 
cultures. in india, particularly, 
christmas marks the culmination 
of a festival season which begins 
in August with Diwali as its 
highlight.

in the backdrop of the above 
scenario and foresight of 
celebrations being planned for 
christmas, my attention was 
drawn to the great redemptive 
plan of our Lord god for the 
salvation of fallen mankind which 
seems to have begun with the 
birth of Jesus in precise fulfilment 
of the scriptures and prophecies 
in the holy bible. however, the 
portions of the old testament 
and New testament pertaining to 
the birth of Jesus read repeatedly 
in the season reveal the fact that 
god had the redemptive plan 
in place right in the beginning. 

CHRISTMAS, A PERFECT 
ENACTMENT!

All the characters worked in unison to execute God’s redemptive plan.

J. ARTHUR PREM when we read these portions of 
the holy bible carefully, the holy 
Spirit will reveal to us that there 
were several people in god’s 
redemptive plan who played 
their respective roles perfectly 
ensuring flawless execution.

“remember the former things 
long past, for i am god, and there 
is no other; i am god, and there 
is no one like me, declaring the 
end from the beginning and 
from ancient times things which 
have not been done, saying, ‘my 
purpose will be established, and 
i will accomplish all my good 
pleasure’; calling a bird of prey 
from the east, the man of my 
purpose from a far country. truly 
i have spoken; truly i will bring it 
to pass. i have planned it, surely i 
will do it” (isa.46:9-11).

the above portion bears 
testimony of his supreme intent, 
purpose and planning for his 
creation. it may not be possible 
to cover all the players of the 
redemptive plan in this article, 
but i would attempt to cover the 
most important ones: the father, 
Joseph, and mother, mary, who 
were selected for their key roles 
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much beforehand and we find 
their mention in the genealogy 
included by matthew. “And Jacob 
begat Joseph the husband of mary, 
of whom was born Jesus, who is 
called christ” (1:16). Joseph was 
espoused to mary at the point 
of time predetermined by god, 
but probably he was oblivious 
of the fact that mary would be 
with the child by the holy Spirit. 
on the other hand, mary knew 
very well that she shall conceive, 
“And behold, you will conceive 
in your womb and bring forth 
a Son, and shall call his name 
Jesus” (Lk.1:31), though mary 
wondered at that time, “how 
can this be, since i do not know 
a man?” (v.34). but the angel of 
the Lord had answered and said 
to her, “the holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the 
highest will overshadow you; 
therefore, also, that holy one who 
is to be born will be called the Son 
of god” (v.35).

A study reveals that mary 
was just a young teenager in 
an unimportant town called 
Nazareth, in the hills of galilee. 
She came from a poor, but 
honourable family. She had been 
trained in the Scriptures and 
knew great portions of them by 
heart. She knew that god had 
promised to send the messiah, 
one who would rescue her people 
israel and be their king. Probably, 

she knew the prophecy by isaiah, 
“therefore the Lord himself will 
give you a sign: behold, the virgin 
shall conceive and bear a Son, and 
shall call his name immanuel” 
(7:14). for four hundred years, 
god had been silent. No new 
Scripture was written; no new 
prophets had spoken. but now the 
Lord was unfolding his scheme of 
things to mary.

Just imagine how every Jewish 
girl prayed to be the mother of 
this messiah. mary loved god and 
wanted to serve him with all of 
her heart. She did not have great 
expectations that her life was 
going to be any different from her 
mother’s or from that of the other 
women in her town. mary was 
betrothed to Joseph. they would 
be married within a year and she 
was spending this last year in her 
home learning how to be a good 
Jewish wife and mother. Joseph 
was a carpenter, hard-working 
and responsible. he was a kind 
man, and the more mary knew 
him the more she appreciated 
his sensitivity and his gentleness 
toward her. She was so glad that 
her parents had made such a good 
match for her not really knowing 
that it was all pre-planned under 
a divine plan. however, when the 
angel gabriel appeared to her, she 
found herself at the centre-stage 
of god’s divine plan. Soon, she 
could believe gabriel after initial 
hesitation and praised god for 
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the greatest privilege and honour 
bestowed on her.

on the other hand, Joseph might 
have also dreamt of marrying 
mary soon, with Jewish customs 
till something unbelievable shook 
him. “After his mother mary was 
betrothed to Joseph, before they 
came together, she was found 
with child of the holy Spirit” 
(matt.1:18). when Joseph came 
to know that mary was pregnant, 
Satan could have spoiled his mind. 
the appropriate time had come 
that he should be told what the 
divine plan was. As a young man 
about to get married, he might 
have planned his married life as 
per his choice, but the news of 
his betrothed woman with child 
might have shattered his dreams. 
he might have felt devastated. 
therefore, while Joseph was 
planning to put away mary 
privately, the Lord god intervened 
at the most crucial moment. 
“but while Joseph thought about 
these things, behold, an angel 
of the Lord appeared to him in 
a dream, saying, Joseph, son of 
David, do not be afraid to take 
to you mary your wife, for that 
which is conceived in her is of 
the holy Spirit” (matt.1:20). 
Since Joseph was also carefully 
chosen character in the entire 
divine plan, he “did as the angel 
of the Lord commanded him and 
took to him his wife” (v.24). this 
happened because of Joseph’s 

righteous Jewish upbringing and 
god’s overall care. 

having cleared the doubts 
between Joseph and mary, the 
main two characters of the nativity 
story, the Lord god went about 
preparing caesar Augustus’ mind 
for ordering the census, the first 
of its kind. it was done because 
the roman government wanted 
to make sure that everyone in the 
empire was paying their taxes 
correctly. the census was carried 
out all over the empire (most of 
europe), but in Palestine, it was 
carried out in a Jewish way rather 
than a roman way. the Lord had 
set the timing of these events 
perfectly well, so that Joseph 
and the very pregnant mary 
would have had to travel from 
Nazareth to bethlehem, as this 
was the town that Joseph’s family 
originally came from – a journey 
of about 70 miles, in fulfilment 
of the prophecy in micah 5:2. 
the journey would have taken 
about three days and they might 
well have arrived in the evening, 
that being why finding a room in 
inns had become impossible. So, 
Joseph and mary probably had to 
sleep with the animals on the low 
level or possibly out in a stable. it 
was here that the most important 
thing happened, i.e., baby Jesus 
was born. “And she brought forth 
her firstborn Son, and wrapped 
him in swaddling clothes, and 
laid him in a manger, because 
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there was no room for them in 
the inn” (Lk.2:7).

thus, all the characters, namely 
Joseph, mary, caesar Augustus and 
the roman government, as well as 
angel gabriel, worked in perfect 
unison and timely coordination 
to execute god’s redemptive 
plan for mankind. while Joseph 
and mary are the embodiments 
of perfect submission to the will 
of god with absolute faith, the 
roles of caesar Augustus and the 
roman government exhibit the 
fact that our god is sovereign 
and does use even the mightiest 
of the mighty for accomplishing 

his purposes. Let this christmas 
be an occasion to celebrate 
the joy of having faith in Jesus 
and an occasion to celebrate 
the assurance of everlasting life 
through the supreme sacrifice 
of Jesus! beyond the manger, we 
see the symbol of our faith, the 
sorrow of our sins, the sacrifice 
of our Saviour, the surety of our 
redemption, and the glory of our 
souls in the cross of Jesus. 

J. Arthur Prem, 
 formerly from IRS, and is 

based in Mumbai
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A most unlikely person, 
the Samaritan woman, 
was able to recognise Je-

sus as the long expected messiah. 
this eluded the Pharisees, the 
learned scribes and the Saddu-
cees, who were sadly blind to the 
omnipotent godhead of Jesus.

in John, we read, the Pharisees 
were not at all happy about the 
growing popularity of Jesus, and 
the increasing number of dis-
ciples being baptised (4:1). Jesus 
wisely moved away, and into Sa-
maria – the last place a respect-
able Jew would choose to go.

weary with his journey. Jesus 
rested at Jacob’s well. it was about 
12 noon, not the customary time 
for women to draw water. Yet, a 
woman came to draw water from 
the well. She chose to come at that 
time since she was a social out-
cast, and her purpose was to avoid 
other women and their gossip.

Jesus initiated the conversation 
by asking for a drink of water. 
it was a good opening, because 
she was interested to know the 
source of living water this Strang-
er was freely offering. Jesus was 
well aware of her spiritual hun-
ger and thirst, which only he, the 
Messiah, could fulfil and quench. 

IS NOT THIS THE CHRIST?
We are accountable to God for the souls of those around us.

CHRISTIANA JOSEPH
the living water was for her 
thirsty soul. but the woman had 
short term goals. “if only i could 
get hold of this living water from 
this stranger, i need not come ev-
ery day to this well and thus avoid 
the stares and whisperings of the 
other women.”

Little did she realise that, ac-
cepting the offer of the living 
water would give her a complete 
makeover – from the inside out, 
and she would be transformed 
into a totally different person. 
Now, she would not have to shun 
people or be embarrassed by 
their stares. Now she would be 
a respectable woman, and she 
would in turn lead her entire vil-
lage in this evangelical outreach. 

She who had avoided people, 
put her water-pot down, forget-
ting her original errand, and ran 
into the city and excitedly pro-
claimed, “come see a man who 
told me all things that i ever did. 
could this be the christ?” She was 
not ashamed to tell them that Je-
sus knew about her murky past. 
“You have had five husbands, and 
your present man, why, you are 
not even married to him!”

it is amazing to see she – this 
non-Jew, of the hated Samaritan 
mixed race, a woman – was aware 
of the coming of the messiah, and 
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was excited to know that this friend-
ly Stranger was indeed the messiah. 
Surprisingly, the people of the city 
who had avoided her socially be-
lieved her and followed her to the 
well to meet him for themselves. 
John 4:39 says, “many of the Samar-
itans believed in him because of the 
word of the woman.”

the Samaritans came to the 
Source of living water, and they 
were also able to recognise, “this 
is indeed the christ, the Saviour of 
the world.” they invited Jesus to 
stay in their village. the disciples 
were shocked. Jesus had broken 
through all social protocol. he had 
entered a Samaritan village. Jesus 
had actually struck up a conversa-
tion with a woman – a Samaritan, 
and this had refreshed him so 
much. he was no longer weary. he 
even refused the food the disciples 
had brought. “i have food to eat 
that you do not know about.” And 
here he was accepting an invita-
tion to stay in a Samaritan village. 
Jesus stayed in a Samaritan house, 
broke bread with the Samaritans 
and enjoyed their fellowship and 
hospitality for two days! And what 
was the outcome?

many more of the Samaritans 
believed, because of his own word, 
“we have heard him ourselves and 
know that this is indeed the christ, 
the Saviour of the world.” 

Jesus had just faced the hostil-
ity and rejection of the Pharisees, 
when he stepped into this Sa-

maritan city. it must have been a 
soothing and refreshing time to 
minister to open hearts, hungry 
souls who could recognise and 
accept the christ.

how many of us, even in our 
ministry, only mingle with the ac-
ceptable people, avoiding ques-
tionable characters even in our 
fellowship, not willing to get our 
hands soiled? even in our own 
groups, do we reject those who 
are not from ‘good families’? Spiri-
tual nourishment, the meat Jesus 
was speaking about, is not only 
through bible study and prayer, 
but more importantly in doing 
god’s will and bringing the gospel 
message to the spiritually hun-
gry. Jesus was able to recognise 
the field ready for harvest in that 
Samaritan village, and Jesus was 
available to enjoy the harvest.

Let us examine our lives, our 
‘holier than thou’ attitude. how 
many untouchables do we avoid 
in our lives? we are accountable to 
god for the souls of those around 
us. Let us reach out and touch, ir-
respective of who they are, with-
out condemning or judging. how 
many ‘Samaritans’ in your life is 
Jesus reminding you of?

Christiana Joseph  
is a clinical sonologist in 

Tanjore, Tamil Nadu, and is 
also involved in Evangelical 

Union ministry and 
the Gideons.
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the Bible records quite a 
number of people chosen 
by god. of Abraham, 

the Lord himself said, “i have 
chosen him, so that he will direct 
his children and his household 
after him to keep the way of the 
Lord by doing what is right and 
just…” (gen.18:19). his faith also 
pleased the Lord and, of course, 
his implicit obedience. King David 
was chosen because he was a 
‘man after his heart’, and elisha, 
for his pure motive, asking for a 
double portion of elijah’s spirit. 
we can add more to this list.

however, we cannot overlook 
the choice of god in adding 
people like moses, who ran away 
from Pharaoh and egypt after 
killing an egyptian, and Saul, who 
persecuted christians before 
he became Paul. they were also 
chosen by god and did great 
things for his kingdom.

if so, what is the yardstick that 
the Lord uses? but we cannot 
ask anything, because has he not 
declared, “for my thoughts are not 
your thoughts… As the heavens 

ARE YOU THE CHOSEN 
ONE?

Faith in God plays a vital role in being accepted by the Lord.

SHANTHA KINGSTON are higher than the earth… are 
my thoughts than your thoughts” 
(isa.55:8,9)?

god still chooses his people. 
every day we see or meet some of 
these people who are chosen and 
blessed by the Lord. As we watch 
their walk with the Lord, their life 
and witness, we are encouraged 
to include ourselves also in the 
list. we can listen to some who 
are convinced they are chosen:

Y. L. babu rao, the Presbyter in 
charge of St. george’s cathedral, 
chennai, says, “i know god has 
chosen me to celebrate Jesus, the 
risen christ, because i have been 
obedient to his call to minister. in 
my 37 years as a pastor and priest, 
I have never taken any extra effort 
to go to a particular church or 
project. god does everything for 
me. i follow where he leads me. 
i know for sure the Lord chooses 
obedient people. when we obey 
god, everything gets changed 
for the better. i have experienced 
miracles by obeying god. i would 
say, ‘Just obey the Lord, you will 
see a miracle.’”

brought up in orphanages from 
his childhood, gunasekaran, 
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pastor and founder-director 
of calvary chapel, bangalore, 
had great love and compassion 
for the destitute, marginalised, 
orphans and the needy. Just after 
his marriage, he started keeping 
orphans in his home, with his 
wife Victoria to help. Later, as the 
numbers grew, he established 
calvary chapel trust in the year 
1991. today, the trust has 22 
homes caring for 865 children in 
twelve States of india. of these, 
nearly 600 are HIV affected 
children, who are under treatment 
and care since 1992.

how does the pastor feel about 
god choosing him in particular? 
Does he think he is specially 
chosen? “without god’s plan and 
purpose for my life, how could 
i do so much? Since childhood, 
like King David, i have tended 
sheep and done a lot of odd jobs 
to fend for myself. but my life 
changed when i accepted Jesus as 
my personal Saviour. from then, 
my purpose has been to bring 
the good news of salvation to all, 
particularly to the poor, orphans 
and children affected by diseases. 
i could not have done this service 
to my Saviour, if he had not chosen 
me and my family members. more 
than anything else, i have had faith 
that god guides me in everything 
that i do. today, our trust takes 
the abandoned and orphans 
who come to us continuously; it 
enrols a number of volunteers 

and staff who join us with a spirit 
of service and receive donations 
continuously from different 
sources. we praise god.”

Augustine Paul, as a young 
man, worked in a bank and he 
knew he would be a senior officer 
there one day; it offered security 
and many benefits; he loved his 
work. but he loved music much 
more. Like his father, the late Paul 
Appadurai, he wanted to conduct 
a choir and sing for the glory of 
god even before realising that 
to gather 40 to 80 singers and 
musicians at a particular time at a 
particular place is quite difficult. 
Undaunted, Augustine resigned 
his job to fulfil his call to be a 
musician. today, he is the music 
director of the 125-year-old 
madras musical Association choir, 
the founder of octet cantabile, 
a double mixed quartet, and he 
guides many choirs in the city. he 
takes his choir to sing in different 
cities in india and abroad. when 
his choir ends the programme 
with handel’s hallelujah 
chorus, you could see the whole 
congregation standing up in 
reverence, applauding in silence. 
those listening to this great piece 
of music would be convinced that 
Augustine is really chosen by god 
to glorify him through his music. 
what does Augustine think about 
it? is he the chosen one to lead 
people to sing for the glory of 
god?
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“i believe not only i, but every 
member and musician in our 
choir is gifted and chosen by god 
who loves to be glorified by His 
people. I feel quite happy and 
privileged to be the director for i 
loved music since my childhood. 
but, without god choosing me 
to be his instrument to glorify 
him through music, i would 
not be where i am. without his 
presence, it is difficult to organise 
a choir and orchestra with over 
100 members to come together 
regularly, practise for days, before 
presenting a programme. indeed, 
i am thankful to god.”

contrary to this notion, when 
asked if he was chosen by god 
to occupy the high position of an 
IAS Officer for more than three 
decades, trevelyn Joseph, an 
artist, poet, and gold medallist 
in literature, says, “of course, 
my life has been wonderful. 
but i believe if i’m chosen, then 
everyone is chosen. einstein said 
god doesn’t play dice. i say god 
doesn’t discriminate. everyone 
is given equal chance, and is a 
child of god, nature or existence. 
but good or evil things happen in 
our lives according to our choice 
of situation, people, education, 
place and work.”

Eighty-five-year old professor 
cecil Joseph, who retired from 
a government college, has three 
sons and three daughters, all 
well settled with children and 

grandchildren. how did he 
manage with his limited resources 
to bring up all the children and 
place them comfortably? Does he 
feel he is chosen by god? 

“i would say it is purely by the 
grace of god that i have survived 
thus far. Such grace comes only 
from god. it is the gift unsought, 
unmerited, unlimited. for no 
matter what i have done, no 
matter how sinful i felt at times, 
grace overrules everything. i feel 
god has pursued me and my family 
relentlessly and he will not give up 
on us. i am happy all my children 
are doing ministry along with their 
regular jobs. You can decide if god 
has chosen me or not.”

Udaya Packiaraj is working for 
a mission organisation based in 
chennai. Did she have a special 
call when she joined the ministry? 
what makes her feel she is a 
chosen one?

“i feel awe-struck to recollect 
the hours i spent doing admin-
istration, mailing and literature 
work for an evangelist, even when 
i was in college. today, i am doing 
the same kind of work, but on a 
larger scale, projects covering 
all india. how amazing his plans 
are for our lives! how true is his 
word that says in Jeremiah 29:11 
“for i know the plans i have for 
you....

“i joined a mission organisation 
in chennai, who reach a large 
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number of indians with bible 
literature. here, i was trained in 
production and printing of books 
on a larger scale. from 2005 
onwards, i started travelling to 
the mission fields in the Northeast 
which made me realise the need to 
reach out to the unreached. Seeing 
the plentiful harvest awaiting us, 
i completely committed my life 
for the ministry of the Lord.

“god has been using me in 
different areas of His ministry 
since the time i obeyed his 
call... the areas i had never ever 
imagined or thought i would be 
able to do. in everything i do, 
the Lord strengthens me and has 
assured me of his presence with 
me. i praise god for his leading 
and direction in each and every 
moment of my life. when i look 
back on my journey in ministry, i 
feel a great sense of contentment 
because of the opportunity of 
being used in the ministry of the 
King of kings.”

You might think, “what about 
this writer? is she chosen too?” 
Yes, of course, without being his 
chosen vessel, how is it possible 
even to write one meaningful 
word for god?

we are awed at these people. 
maybe a little disappointed too. 
but remember, god is ready to 
choose everyone. for that, the code 
is quite simple. Be like Abraham.  
Be obedient. his decision to 
obey god set into motion the 

development of the nation that 
god would use as his own when 
he visited earth himself sending 
his Son, Jesus christ. when Jesus 
came to earth, god’s promise was 
fulfilled. Through Abraham, the 
entire world was blessed.

Faith in God plays a vital role 
in being accepted by the Lord. 
You could see many ordinary 
and great, experienced people 
who witnessed miracles because 
of their immense faith. Just to 
mention one incident – the blind 
men had faith that Jesus could 
heal them and they would let 
nothing stop them from finding 
him (matt.9:29). that’s faith in 
action. if you have such faith in 
Jesus, be assured that you would 
be in his list of winners.

when we consider all that 
god has done for us, our hearts 
should be filled with praise and 
thanksgiving. there is something 
great that happens when we 
praise god. that is why we must 
join King David and declare, “i 
will bless the Lord at all times. 
his praise shall continually be in 
my mouth” (Psa.34:1).

with faith, obedience and 
praise, we can be sure of god’s 
choice!

Shanta Kingston 
worked at the India 

Bible Literature 
as publications 

coordinator.
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many churches claim 
they are true to the 
‘New testament 

church’. however, they usually 
mean the Jerusalem church. Yet, 
in the book of Acts of the Apos-
tles, the most important church 
is the church at Antioch. in Je-
rusalem, the followers of christ 
were a sub-sect of Judaism, but 
it was in Antioch that they really 
came to their own. it was there 
that they were first called ‘Chris-
tians’ or ‘followers of christ’. it is, 
therefore, important to study the 
church at Antioch and see what it 
teaches us.

in Acts 11:19-30, Luke intro-
duces us to the church in Anti-
och, describing its establishment, 
composition and early activities. 
the church of Antioch was to play 
a pivotal role in the history of 
christianity, beginning with the 
missionary journeys of Paul and 
barnabas (Acts.13), continuing 
throughout the roman period, 
to the muslim invasions and be-
yond. The significance of the city 
for the church can be seen, that 
even to this day five different ma-

THE CHURCH IN  
ANTIOCH 

The Antioch church was the first missionary sending church.

PETER S. C. POTHAN jor branches of the church claim 
the patriarchal seat of Antioch.

Cultural Influence

the city of Antioch (present day 
Antakya in turkey) was founded 
in about 300 bc by Seleucus i 
Nicator. its strategic location and 
favourable climate resulted in 
rapid growth and the choice of 
the city as the capital for the vast 
Seleucid empire. Antioch fell to 
the romans in 64 bc, but owing to 
its size and importance, Pompey 
declared Antioch a free city. with 
the population of about half a 
million, Antioch was the third 
largest city in the roman empire. 
Antioch’s size, strategic location 
and historical and cultural prestige 
led to it being chosen as the capital 
of the large and strategic roman 
province of Syria. As such, the 
city exercised a level of indirect 
authority over israel. throughout 
the hellenistic and roman period, 
the cultural influence of Antioch 
was enormous,  and played a 
significant role in the Hellenisation 
of much of the region.

though the church had taken 
the most epoch-making step in 
reaching the gentiles in Antioch, 
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the amazing thing is that we do 
not know the names of the people 
who took that step. All we know 
is that after the death of Stephen, 
the disciples were scattered 
throughout the region and some 
of them who came from cyprus 
and cyrene went to Antioch and 
spoke to the greek gentiles there. 
they will go down in history 
as nameless pioneers of christ 
or, as some writers call them, 
‘anonymous missionaries’. Since 
these were hellenised Jews from 
cyprus and North Africa, they 
would know the greek language 
and had exposure to hellenistic 
culture and religious practices, 
so they would have shared the 
gospel in greek and sought to 
communicate in thought forms 
understandable to greek listeners. 
in other words, there was a true 
contextualisation of the gospel. 
if we plan to communicate the 
gospel to non-christians in 
India, we need to effectively 
communicate the message in the 
local language and literature, with 
local colloquial expressions and in 
the local traditions and customs. 
without this, the message will 
often be misunderstood. 

Leading Role

from this time, Antioch occupies 
the centre of the stage in the book 
of Acts. in Antioch, as related 
above, the disciples preached not 
only to the hellenised Jews, but 
also to the greek gentiles. many 

of them accepted, and the first 
multi-cultural and multi-ethnic 
church was formed. Acts 11:26 
tells us that the disciples were 
first called ‘Christians’ in Antioch. 
It was the first church which 
actively sent out missionaries 
(13:1-3). Also, from Acts 14:26-
28; 15:35; 18:22-23, we can see 
that Paul considered it as his home 
church. Later, in the history of the 
early church, the chief church 
of the non-Jewish believers was 
considered to be the church in 
Antioch. So, we can see from 
the above, five ways in which 
the church in Antioch played a 
leading role in the early history of 
the church.

Characteristics

Let us turn to Acts 13:1-3, 
where the church is described, 
and note the six characteristics of 
the Antioch church:

i. it was a multi-ethnic and 
multi-cultural church. there 
was even a black man called 
Niger and Simeon from cyrene 
in North Africa.

ii. the members came from 
different backgrounds. There 
was manaen, with aristocratic 
connections and possibly 
political ambitions, barnabas, 
a Jew from cyprus, Lucius 
from cyrene in North Africa, 
Paul a Jew from tarsus in 
cilicia and trained as a rabbi 
in Jerusalem and a Pharisee, 
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and so on. but they were able 
to worship and pray together. 

iii. they were an educated church 
with prophets and teachers.

iv. they were open to the voice 
and guidance of the holy Spirit.

v. it was a learning church who 
studied for a year under Saul 
and barnabas (11:26)

vi. they were a missionary 
sending church. they not only 
sent out Paul and barnabas, 
but the missionaries came back 
and reported to the church.

think of your local church. how 
does it match up to this?

Barnabas

when the leaders in the church 
in Jerusalem heard of what was 
happening in Antioch, they natu-
rally sent a person to investigate 
it. it was god’s grace that they 
sent the right man, barnabas, who 
Luke describes as “a good man, 
full of the holy Spirit and faith,” 
rather than a rigid man, who had 
made a god of the Law and was 
shackled by its rules and regula-
tions. barnabas was just the op-
posite and had the biggest heart 
among the church members; so 
when he arrived and saw the evi-
dence of the grace of god, he was 
glad and encouraged them all to 
remain true to the Lord with all 
their hearts and a great number 
of people were brought to the 

Lord. barnabas therefore encour-
aged this multi-ethnic church 
and endeavoured to help them to 
grow in the faith. he realised that 
the new gentile converts needed 
proper teaching; so he went all 
the way to tarsus (200 km away) 
to look for Saul so that he could 
help to disciple the greek con-
verts.

based on the description in 
Acts 11, we can see four ways in 
which barnabas encouraged the 
church:

i.  when others would only have 
seen theological problems, he 
saw evidence of the grace of 
god.

ii. whereas others would have 
been disturbed by such radical 
developments, he was glad.

iii. he encouraged them all to 
remain true to the Lord with 
all their hearts.

iv.  he brought Saul from tarsus 
to teach them.

we have to admire barnabas’ 
humility in wanting to share 
this ministry with Saul and in 
choosing the right person for 
the job. he knew that Saul was 
called by god to be the apostle to 
the gentiles, and so he brought 
him to Antioch and for a whole 
year barnabas and Saul met with 
the church and taught a great 
number of people. they would 
have taught about christ, making 
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sure that the converts knew 
both the significance of His life, 
death, resurrection, exaltation, 
the Spirit gift as well as both 
the present reign and the future 
coming. Probably most of what is 
in Paul’s letters were part of his 
teaching. Definitely, he would have 
taught them “there is neither Jew 
nor greek, slave nor free, male nor 
female, for you are all one in christ 
Jesus” (gal.3:28). the composition 
of the church, as we have seen, 
shows this. it was because the word 
christ was constantly on their lips 
that the disciples were first called 
christians at Antioch. it might 
have been originally a derisive 
nick name, but it marked out the 
disciples as being, above all, the 
followers and servants of christ. 
So Saul helped to consolidate the 
greek mission that was endorsed 
by barnabas.

Good Works

We see the effects of their 
teaching as the greek mission 
was then authenticated by good 
works. Some prophets came from 
Jerusalem to Antioch and one 
of them, Agabus, predicted that 
a severe famine would spread 
over the entire roman world. 
this moved the greek brothers in 
Antioch and they collected money 
according to their ability and sent 
it to the brothers in the Jerusalem 
church by the hands of barnabas 
and Saul. to Paul, it was a symbol 

of the gentile-Jewish solidarity 
in christ; since the gentiles have 
shared in the Jews’ spiritual 
blessings, they owed it to the 
Jews to share from their material 
blessings. Does your local church 
financially help other churches?

the passage in Acts 11:27-39 
tells us something of the dynamic 
nature of the early church. the 
continuity between the old and 
New testaments is reflected 
in the continuing role of the 
prophetic ministry in the early 
church. we should note that the 
gift of prophecy is listed as one 
of the gifts of the holy Spirit by 
both Paul and Peter. the term 
(prophet) had a dual meaning 
of ‘to speak forth’ (the word of 
god) and ‘to speak forward’ (i.e., 
predict the future). in the old 
testament, these two definitions 
merged in the prophetic ministry 
as the prophet spoke forth the 
word of god in exhortation and 
judgment, informing the people 
of what would happen if they did 
not repent or what was about 
to happen because they did not 
repent. even when there was a 
predictive element, the focus of 
the old testament prophecy was 
always ethical that the people of 
god might live in righteousness. 

Comparison

we can now compare the 
two churches in Jerusalem and 
Antioch;
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Jerusalem Antioch
a. were the members believers in Jesus 

christ?
Yes Yes

b. was the church growing? Yes Yes
c. was concern shown for the poor and 

the needy?
Yes Yes

d. Did signs and wonders accompany 
the founding of the church?

Yes Not known

e. was the church primarily Jewish, 
non-Jewish or a mixture?

Jewish mixture

f. was the communistic sharing of 
goods practised in it?

Yes, No

g. what were the believers called? followers of 
the way, 

christians

h. was it a missionary sending church? No Yes

it is important to note that 
though there were differences 
between the ethos and practices 
of the Jerusalem church and 
the Antioch church, neither 
considered itself more spiritual 
than the other.

Let us note the differences be-
tween the two churches. Jerusa-
lem was a single ethnic church 
of only Jews which was seen as a 
sect of Judaism. Antioch, on the 
other hand, was a multi-ethnic, 
multi-cultural church whose re-
ligion was seen as different; they 
were called ‘christians’ because 
the word ‘christ’ was constantly 
on their lips. the members of the 
Jerusalem church were content 
to stay in the city and preach to 
the Jewish population until god 
forcibly pushed them out by the 
persecution following Stephen’s 
martyrdom. their evangelism 

was therefore centripetal or in-
wards. the members of the An-
tioch church, on the other hand, 
were witnessing to both Jews and 
gentiles and their evangelism 
was centrifugal or outward. the 
Jerusalem church took no inter-
est in outside evangelism and 
even Peter had to be forced by 
god to go and speak to cornelius; 
but the Antioch church was ready 
to go out and it is not surprising 
that they were the first mission-
ary sending church. if we study 
this, we should realise that our 
local churches are closer to Anti-
och than Jerusalem; so we should 
learn many lessons from it.

Peter S. C. Pothan is 
the Academic Consultant 

at the Global School of 
Open Learning, and lives in 

Bangalore. 
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roman catholics are 
about 50% of the world 
christian population 

of some 250 crores. though 
their contribution in the social, 
health and educational fields are 
commendable, on the faith front 
it is reaching an unscriptural and 
even blasphemous level of no 
return. Look at some examples.

Mary, The Co-saviour
the bible repeatedly empha-

sises that Jesus christ is the 
Saviour of the world. the apostle 
Peter had thundered to the Jewish 
leadership, ‘there is salvation 
in no one else, but Jesus christ” 
(Acts.4:12). roman catholics, 
however, raised mary, our 
Lord’s mother, as the co-saviour 
with christ. he had voluntarily 
undergone torture as the expiation 
for the sins of humanity. his 
suffering ended with crucifixion. 
he was raised from the dead on 
the third day and returned to 
heaven after appearing to some 
of his devotees who loved him. 
the world has not witnessed 
such noble teachings at any time 
from anyone else. his mother 
mary obediently concurred with 

NOT CHURCH BUT 
SIMPLY AN ORGANISATION

The Roman Catholic Church is reaching levels of no return.

ABRAHAM THOMAS god’s plan to conceive him when 
she was a virgin.

in the beginning of his mighty 
ministry, he was invited for a 
wedding along with his disciples. 
when they ran short of wine his 
mother approached him and 
conveyed the embarrassment 
of the host. he said, “why tell 
me, my time has not yet come.” 
She knew who he was and his 
powers. So she ignored what he 
said and directed the servants 
to, “Do as he says.” At that very 
moment, he was bestowed with 
power from above and he said to 
the servants to fill the stone jars 
with water which they did. he 
transformed the water into wine 
of high quality with His divine 
power. then he directed them to 
take some sample to the steward. 
After tasting it, he said it was of 
a better quality than what was 
served earlier (Jn.2:1-11). Let us 
also resolve to “Do as he says.”

mary was among those 
present near the site of her son’s 
crucifixion. And later, on the day 
of Pentecost, she was among the 
believers including his disciples, 
awaiting empowerment by the 
holy Spirit in another mary’s 
upper room. And who are the 
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church leaders to raise mary to 
the level of god, the Son? Did 
she lead a sinless life like him? 
(Jn.8:46;2cor.5:21;1Jn.3.5;1Pet.
2:22). And did she sacrifice her 
life like him? of course, she did 
acknowledge god as her Saviour, 
after she was chosen to conceive 
him as a virgin (Lk.1:47). has 
Jesus got exhausted saving so 
many sinners that he needs a co-
saviour? mary herself would have 
disapproved such blasphemy had 
she been alive!

Perpetual Virginity Of Mary
the four younger brothers 

of Jesus are named in the first 
two of the synoptic gospels 
(matt.13:54;mk.6:3). from the 
plural usage ‘sisters’, it can be 
deduced that Jesus had at least 
two sisters. in matthew 1:25, 
it is written that mary and her 
husband Joseph did not have 
marital relations until the birth 
of her first born, that is Jesus. 
when Joseph came to know that 
she was already pregnant before 
marriage, he wanted to quietly 
divorce her lest her reputation 
should suffer. But God’s angel 
restrained him. Suppose she 
shared her intention to retain her 
virginity after delivering Jesus, he 
would have possibly divorced her. 
but the virginity status was only 
till the first delivery and to talk 
of perpetual virginity would have 
been an insult to the intelligence 
of believers.

the brothers of Jesus did not 
believe in him (Jn.7:5). they must 
have been present with their 
mother when Jesus performed 
His first miracle at Cana. How 
come, the mother did not share 
with her younger children that 
their elder brother was not an 
ordinary mortal but the messiah? 
of course, the virgin birth might 
have been kept a secret by her 
and Joseph, for obvious reasons. 
the younger siblings also seem 
to have boycotted the crucifixion 
of Jesus. but once the resurrected 
christ appeared among others to 
James, the eldest of his younger 
brothers (1cor.15:7) they too 
became his disciples. two of 
them, James and Jude, also wrote 
epistles in the bible.
Prayer, Confession, 
Intercession 

Jesus taught that prayers 
be addressed to him directly 
or through him to the father 
(Jn.14:13;15:16). for normal 
family prayers, catholics say 
the Lord’s prayer (matt.6.9-13), 
followed by elizabeth’s greeting 
of mary (Lk.1:42,43). how can 
a greeting be called a prayer? 
this is repeated any number of 
times, whereas an ideal prayer 
may consist of five facets: 
i) Adoration (Dan.4:34,35); 
ii) confession (1Jn.1:9); iii) 
thanksgiving (Phil.4:6); iv) 
Supplication (1tim.2:1-3); and v) 
intercession (Jas.5:14,15). (for 
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easy remembrance this can be 
abbreviated ‘Acts and i’.)

confession of sins is to get 
forgiveness from god. repentance 
is an integral part of it. (Psa.51). 
restitution will also be necessary, 
as done by Zacchaeus (Lk.19.8). 
it is essential for salvation 
(rom.10:9,10;1Jn.1:9). but 
praying to a so called saint, 
selected by fellow believers, is not 
supported by Scripture. Paul says, 
“All have sinned and fallen short 
of the glory of god” (rom.3.23). 
Similarly, seeking intercession 
of the saints who died long 
ago, when our intercessor and 
advocate is Jesus christ, who 
is alive and available for ever 
(1tim.2:5;1Jn.2:1).

Purgatory
this is an imaginary place 

invented by the roman 
catholics where souls of the 
dead are supposed to land up 
for purification of minor sins 
committed by them before being 
promoted to heaven or thrown 
down to hades.

Deletion Of Commandment
to justify the universal adora-

tion of images of saints hung in 
the churches and homes of cath-
olics, the second commandment, 
out of the ten given to moses by 
god, was deleted. Simultaneously, 
the 10th commandment on cov-
eting was split into two to keep 
the total number intact. how can 

man delete god’s commandment 
at his convenience and split an-
other to keep the total number 
correct?

Scripture Not Annulled
Jesus categorically asserted 

to his detractors to follow the 
Scripture which cannot be 
annulled (Jn.10:35).

Apocrypha Added
Some 13 books or part of them, 

called Apocrypha, were added to 
the bible between the old and the 
New testaments. in one of the 
books, titled ‘tobith’, it is mentioned 
that evil spirits can be exorcised 
with the smoke emanating from 
burning of the liver of dead fish 
(6.6). how can such sayings be 
called the word of god?

Not A Church
the church is the body of christ 

(eph.1:22,23;4:12). its mis-
sion is to evangelise the world 
(matt.28:18-20). it must guard 
the truth (2tim.2:1,2). the apos-
tle Paul says that those who add 
to the word of god, even if they 
are angels from heaven, are ac-
cursed (gal.1.8). the apostle John 
says they will face plagues listed 
in the bible (rev.22:18,19). Let it 
not happen!

Abraham Thomas  
is a retired Air Force 

Officer, who writes 
occasionally in Christian 

journals and does personal 
evangelism. 
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ANIMAL BEHAVIOUR
We need to behave in a godly, divine way.

STANLEY MEHTA

we all may look like 
human beings, but 
there is an inherent 

danger that we all can turn into 
beasts or animals. evolution 
thinks that we were bacteria that 
turned into animals that turned 
into apes and then finally into 
human beings. but i think we may 
be guilty of ‘devolution’, that is, 
turning into animals from human 
beings.

if there is humanity, then i want 
to call this ‘zoomanity’.

1. Brute Beast (Psa.73:21-
22;2Pet.2:12)

when we are hurt, our heart 
is grieved and we become angry, 
bitter, and resentful. the chances 
are that we might behave like 
a ‘brute beast’. we lose our 
sensitivity and do things that 
might hurt or injure even those 
we love.

have you seen road rage? in 
an instant the drivers get so 
angry, and foul words come out 
in a flurry, and fists are shown, 
along with screwed up faces. 
Sometimes, they drive their 
vehicles in front of the other 
vehicle and stop them from going 

ahead. At times, the drivers come 
out and have a fist fight in which 
other people also get involved.

2. Animals (Dan.4:15-16)
Nebuchadnezzar’s pride was 

responsible for this judgment. 
but the principle still stands 
true for any of us. our pride not 
only makes us ‘fall’, but makes us 
like animals. Pride will make us 
operate outside our god-given 
sphere. Pride ultimately leads us 
to have the mind of an animal. 
watch out! the way you walk 
reveals your pride, and you will 
lack skill in dealing with people.

3. Wild Donkey or (dromedary 
– a she-camel) (Jer.2:23-24)

it does not need external wooing 
or cajoling or external motivation 
to backslide, but it is driven by 
an internal force to proceed in 
the wrong direction. controlled 
by strong driving forces inside, 
it may be causing you to be 
addicted to porn or addicted to 
substance abuse. Undealt issues 
in your internal life cause you to 
drop down into an animal-type 
behaviour.

4. Horse (Psa.32:9)
the horse lacks understanding 

and it has no internal self-control, 
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but requires ‘external control’. I 
know of some people who fit this 
description. one day they come 
and tell the pastor that they have 
made a mistake and got into a 
relationship with an unbeliever. 
the pastor and his wife then 
work hard to extricate this girl 
from that relationship. A few days 
later, she may come back and say, 
“Help, I am now having an affair 
with a married man.” Again the 
pastor and his wife work hard 
and salvage the person. but this 
person has a habit of getting 
into some problem or the other. 
So, finally, the pastor issues an 
ultimatum, and draws a lot of 
boundaries, failing which the 
person would be thrown out of 
the church. the person says she is 
very happy at the authority taken 
by the pastor as she needs some 
such heavy measures to prevent 
her from falling into sin.

5. Serpent / Viper (Psa.140:3)
Some people’s tongue reveals 

their true nature. it is too sharp 
and full of poison. there is no 
grace in any of their statements. 
criticism and sarcasm are loaded 
and they hurt everybody around. 
their tongue is rightly compared 
to the serpent’s tongue – which is 
forked, and full of poison.

6. Dog (Pro.26:11;2Pet.2:22) 
this is about repeating the same 

mistakes. earlier, when the size 

of our church was small, we often 
went in the last week of December 
for a day’s retreat. there everyone 
was asked to evaluate the year 
for themselves and declare about 
their goals for the next year. Some 
people’s testimony went like this: 
“this last year, i was not faithful 
to the Lord, but the Lord was 
very good and kind, and faithful 
to me. he has blessed me and 
prospered me. Praise god he is 
good. but next year i am hoping 
to be faithful to the Lord.”

come next year and the 
testimony of these people was the 
same – their own unfaithfulness 
and the Lord’s faithfulness. Like 
a dog going back to its vomit, 
repeating the same story again 
and again (isa.56:11).

Some people have been chasing 
their career or salary and as 
such have accepted slavery to 
their company. they are never 
satisfied.

7. Cannibals Or Carnivorous 
Wild Animals (gal.5:15) 

Such people have an inability to 
get along, and they are snarling 
and snapping, always getting 
into relational problems and all 
the time going for counselling to 
sort out the relational problems. 
in some churches, there is 
constant biting and devouring 
of each other. they have become 
cannibals.



35Light of Life December 2018

Antidote to Prevent turning 
into Animals

# 1. Submission To His 
Lordship

“Acknowledge the sovereignty 
of the Lord” (Dan.4:25-26). for 
many people, Jesus is a Saviour 
but Jesus is not the Lord. if you 
think of him as Saviour, then you 
will continue to do whatever you 
want and then ask him to rescue 
you every time you get into 
trouble. but when Jesus is Lord, 
you will do what he says. Also, 
if you know the price Jesus paid 
on the cross for you, you will be 
so dedicated to him that you will 
never want to sin again, out of 
gratitude. An attitude of gratitude 
to god is the key. You are what you 
are, by the grace of god, not by 
your own self effort or your skill 
or your training or your education 
or even your righteousness. You 
need to relax in the work of the 
cross. in fact, you do not even 
know him properly as Saviour, if 
you behave as you do.

# 2. Gaining God’s 
Perspective

“till i entered the sanctuary of 
god” (Psa.73:16). Understanding 
the issue from god’s perspective 
brings humility. Pride comes in 
us when we think of everything 
from our perspective. humility 
comes when we think of god’s 
love for us, focusing on the Lord’s 

sacrifice. Pride is manifested 
when we focus on our rights, 
our success, and our privileges. 
humility is seen when we are 
focusing on the welfare of others. 
humility comes to us when we 
are filled with gratitude that we 
were actually unworthy to be 
included, but god has shown his 
grace upon us and has agreed 
to make us his partners. it will 
change us. we will now focus on 
our responsibility rather than 
our rights. we are here to bless 
others. “Love god” and “love your 
neighbour” are the two greatest 
commandments.

# 3. Living By The Spirit

we ought to live by the 
prompting of the holy Spirit 
(gal.5:16-22). it also implies 
that we form a habit of reading 
Scripture so that it enables us 
to hear the voice of the Spirit. 
when you enter the sanctuary, 
it becomes easier to listen to the 
voice of the Spirit. then those 
divine virtues of love, joy peace 
will overflow from you.

# 4: Deal With The Root Issue

on a parenting seminar day, 
a lady approached me and told 
me that she often flies into rage 
when she is disciplining her 
child, and asked what she should 
do about it. i said to her that she 
had some unresolved issues with 
her husband and she released her 
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anger against her husband when 
she would discipline her child. if 
she dealt with the root issue of 
her anger toward her husband 
this excessive rage against her 
child would cease. She sent an 
SmS the next day saying that she 
acknowledged that was the truth 
(matt.12:33-34).

brute beast – because you are 
envious with the prosperity of 
others.

wild animal – an arrogance, a 
know-it-all attitude, pride.

wild donkey – because of lack 
of self-control.

horse or a mule – lack of 
understanding, lack of internal 
discipline, requiring external 
control.

Serpent or viper – you put 
people down, and are critical of 
others, you know it all attitude.

Dog – habitual backsliding.
carnivorous animal – habit of 

back biting, criticising.

# 5. Receive The Divine Power 
Of God

think of a motorbike. You can 
push it, or you can drive it. Pushing 
it means using your own physical 
power, and driving it means using 
the power of the engine driven by 
the fuel.

Notice, it is something god has 
done for us. we do not have to 

strive. in the person of Jesus, we 
have the power of god, his divine 
power has given us everything 
we need for life and godliness 
(2Pet.1:3-7). why not ask god to 
give you that power? You will not 
only return to human behaviour 
from animal behaviour, but even 
better you will behave in a godly, 
divine way.

You have started your journey 
with god by faith; to that you add 
goodness (as you enter into the 
sanctuary, you see god, and god 
is good). Similarly, you add all the 
other qualities.

Conclusion

first, repent of our zoomanity/
our animal type behaviour. 
Second, ask for forgiveness from 
those whom you have hurt by 
your animal behaviour. third, 
commit yourself to these five 
steps: submit to his lordship; gain 
heavenly perspective; live by the 
Spirit; deal with the root issue; 
receive the divine power of god to 
bring about the change and then 
embrace those progressive steps 
to be able to become partakers of 
divine nature.

Stanley Mehta   
is a former pastor and 

present chairman of 
Gateway Ministries 

International. He resides in 
Bengaluru.
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JOB’S WISDOM TO THE FORE
Who gave Job this wisdom and why?

SURESH MANOHARAN

the phrase, ‘patience 
of Job’, is not so much 
inked as engraved, not 

only in the chronicles of english 
literature, but also in the minds 
of every bible student. whenever 
our mind zeroes in on this great 
hero of faith, it is his perseverance 
and patience which stand out as 
the rock of gibraltar. even James 
makes a mention of Job, in the 
matter of patience (Jas.5:10-11). 
So it may surprise some, if i say 
that besides patience, there is 
yet another prominent feather in 
his cap – wisdom! Let it be said 
here that wisdom is not worldly 
intelligence. while intelligence 
is all about viewing things from 
human perspective, wisdom 
from above (Jas.3:17) is all about 
viewing things from the very eyes 
of god. As someone said, “All wise 
men are intelligent but not all 
intelligent men are wise.” Among 
other things, a wise man having 
the “mind of God who is alive from 
eternity into eternity” is also bound 
to be well ahead of the times.

Perceptivity

“The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom.” guess who 

said that first? No, not King Solomon 
(Prov.9:10), it was Job (Job.28:28). 
honestly, the wisdom of Job in 
identifying the ‘source of wisdom’ 
ought not to come as a surprise 
to the discerning, for he had it in 
him to do it. Wasn’t the ‘certificate’ 
that Job “reverentially feared the 
Lord” given by none other than 
the creator himself (Job.1:8)? So, 
it follows that because Job feared 
the Lord, he would exude wisdom. 
Reverential fear is not be equated 
with frantic fear. frantic fear will 
make one look at the master of 
the universe as a cruel despot, 
ever ready with a punishing rod 
to whip any one slipping-up 
even marginally in the matter of 
holiness, whereas reverential fear 
will say, “Oh, I won’t follow the 
path of folly, for it would break my 
Creator’s heart, who loves me so 
much.”

Ingenuity

What is the prime qualification 
to be a judge who has to listen to 
arguments from both sides and 
then decide who’s right and who’s 
wrong? wisdom! And who should 
be one of the judges in the land of 
Uz (Job.1:1)? Job again… consider 
this Scripture, “those were the 
days when i went to the city 
gate and took my place among the 
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honoured leaders. … everything i 
did was honest. righteousness 
covered me like a robe, and 
i wore justice like a turban. i 
served as eyes for the blind and 
feet for the lame. i was a father to 
the poor and assisted strangers 
who needed help. i broke the 
jaws of godless oppressors and 
plucked their victims from their 
teeth” (Job.29:7,14-17).

Prosperity

A man possessing wisdom 
ought to be wealthy. So, is it any 
surprise that Job was wealthy 
(Job.1:3)? mind you, he earned 
his wealth the legitimate way 
without cutting corners, using his 
wisdom, doubtless he treated his 
servants fairly (Job.31:13-15).

it is written of rusi modi (a 
steel magnate and manager of 
corporate india), “the legendary 
rusi modi of tata Steel in india, 
was a phenomenal success with 
thousands of his company’s em-
ployees. revealing the secret of 
his success at several forums, 
Rusi always says that, he firmly 
believed and followed the two 
commandments of the bible: “Do 
unto others as you would, have 
them do unto you, and love thy 
neighbour as thyself.” managers 
need nothing more than this se-
cret to develop true friendship 
with their subordinates.”

exuding fairness borne of 
god-given wisdom, Job was 

undoubtedly peerless in the job 
of motivating his workers to 
maximise their output, like any 
‘dream’ manager would do. with 
such employer-employee mutual 
trust in place, laced with god’s 
blessings, is it any wonder that 
whatever Job ‘touched turned 
gold’? 

Equality

Gender equality and fairness 
are bedfellows. in the indian 
context, especially in the matter 
of gender equality, I am proud 
to be a hyderabadi, for it was 
in hyderabad the landmark 
government order came into 
in the year 1986 that the girl 
children are also equally eligible 
as their male siblings to inherit 
their father’s property. Quite 
expectedly, this epoch-making 
Law was ‘adopted’ by other states 
in the country.

in a male-dominated, 
patriarchal society of Job’s time, 
a good 4000 years earlier, this 
is recorded about Job, “in all the 
land no women were as lovely as 
the daughters of Job. And their 
father put them into his will along 
with their brothers” (Job.42:15). 

Spirituality

Now let’s consider the spiritu-
ality of Job. these words of the 
Scripture leave me speechless.  
“i made a covenant with my eyes 
not to look with lust at a young 
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woman. have i ever rejoiced 
when disaster struck my en-
emies, or become excited when 
harm came their way? No, i have 
never sinned by cursing any-
one or by asking for revenge” 
(Job.31:1,29,30).

Job was living by gospel 
standards at a time when the 
mosaic Law was not even giv-
en. who gave him this wisdom 
and why?

Fixity

earlier, i had presented a 
poser. was Job wiser than King 
Solomon? “King Solomon had 
everything, yet he deserted god 
(1Ki.11:1-10). Job lost everything, 
yet he hung onto god.” 

Suresh Manoharan  
is associate-cum-youth   

pastor in Christian   
Fellowship Church,  

Hyderabad.
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Director, Jivan Sandesh Ministries 
Beulah Alliance Church Compound;  
Maninagar-E; Ahmedabad 380008; Gujarat-India 
Tel. No.: 079-22774305 (O); 09825910630 (M); 09327035067 (Enock Christian) 
E-mail:  jsmdsseminar2019@gmail.com Website:  www.jivansandesh.org

THEME : “TAKE ROOT BELOW…. AND FRUIT ABOVE.” Is. 37:31

DATE & TIME : 24 JANUARY 2019 (Thursday) 04:00 p.m.  to  
27 JANUARY, 2019  (Sunday) 01:30 p.m. 

UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY FOR PASTORS, CHRISTIAN LEADERS, MISSION 
WORKERS AND FOR THOSE WHO HAVE HEART FOR DISCIPLE MAKING

Resource Persons:

Mr. L. T. Jeyachandran ( Pune)

Rev. Chris Williams (Pune)

Mr. Krupanand Pappala (Bangalore)

  

Registration : Rs.500=00 per person. by 10 January, 2019 by M.O. or DD in  
        favor of Jivan Sandesh Ministries Ahmedabad

Venue : Beulah Alliance Church, Nr. Old Christian Soc; Maninagar-East,   
  Ahmedabad-380008, GUJARAT

Note :  

THIRD NATIONAL CONFERENCE

ON

DISCIPLE MAKING 

ORGANIZED BY JIVAN SANDESH MINISTRIES 

(1) Medium of teaching will be in English with translation in 
Hindi 

(2) Limited seats available so register yourself as soon as possible 
by e-mail. 

(3) One way second class train or bus fare will be given to those 
who will attend all the sessions of the conference.

(4) The accommodation will be dormitory type for men and 
women.
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CROSSWORD 57
Jeremiah 40 to 52 

New International Version (IBS) or Zondervan 

Send in your answers with bible references by e-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, to 
reach Light of Life, Post box 4576, 21-YmcA road, mumbai central, mumbai 400008, not later 
than November 5, 2018. Please indicate your name, address and Light of Life Subscription 
Number while sending the answers. 

Clues Across:

1. “for the Lord is a god of ………….; he will 
repay in full” (ch        v         )

6. “Egypt is a ……… heifer, but a gadfly is 
coming against her from the north.” 
(ch      v     )

7. “may the Lord be a true and faithful 
witness against us if we do not act in 
accordance with everything the Lord 
your god …… you to tell us.” (ch    v       )

10. “Now the cistern where he threw all the 
bodies of the men he had killed along 
with gedaliah was the one king …. had 
made part of his defense against baasha 
king if israel” (ch       v       )

11. “Eighty men who had shaved off their 
beards, torn their clothes and cut 
themselves came from Shechem, …… and 
Samaria, bringing grain offerings and 
incense with them” (ch     v      )

15. “moab has been at rest from youth, 
like wine left on its dregs, not poured 
from one jar to another-So she tastes 
as she did, and her …… is unchanged.”  
(ch      v        )

1 2 3 4 5

6

7 8 9

10

11 12 13

14 15

16

17

18

16. “So desert creatures and hyenas will 
live there, and there the …. will dwell.”   
(ch     v      )

18. “the noise of the battle is in the land, the 
noise of great ………….!”(ch       v        )

Clues down:

1. “And he was captured. he was taken to 
the king of babylon at ……..in the land of 
hamath, where he pronounced sentence 
on him”(ch        v       )

2. “in those days, at that time,” declares the 
Lord, “the people of israel and the people 
of Judah together will go in …….to seek 
the Lord their god.”(ch       v      )

3. “though you ……. your nest as high as the 
eagle’s, from there i will bring you down” 
(ch       v      )

4. “but gedaliah son of Ahikam said to 
Johanan son of Kareah, “Don’t do such a 
thing! what you are saying about ishmael 
is not ……”” (ch       v        )

5. “the word came to Jeremiah from the 
Lord after …………. commander of the 
imperial guard had released him at 
ramah.” (ch       v        )
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8. “who is this that rises like the ……, 
like rivers of surging waters?”  
(ch        v        )

9. “……… will become a haunt of jackals, a 
deso late place forever. No one will live 
there; no man will dwell in it.” (ch    v      )

12. “the terror you inspire and the pride of 
your heart has deceived you, you who live 
in the clefts of the rocks, who occupy the 
heights of the ……” (word used in plural) 
(ch      v       )

13. “Listen to the cries from horonaim cries 
of great … and destruiction.” (ch       v      )

14. “Stand by the ….. and watch, you who 
live in Aroer. Ask the man fleeing and the 
woman escaping, ask them ‘what has 
happened’” (ch        v       )

17. “i will take away the remnant of Judah 
who were determined to go to egypt to 
settle there. they will all perish in egypt; 
they will fall by the sword … die from 
famine. (ch      v       )

Clues across:
1. ungodliness (23:15)    
6. dress (8:11 or 6:14) 
8. raise (4:6)   
9. returned (19:14)
11. large (22:14)         
12. touch (14:15)
14. Ah (1:6)     
17. nomad (3:2)
18. idols (2:5)
19. Stiffnecked (19:15)

Answers to Crossword 55 ( Jeremiah 1-24)

Crossword 55 Winners

Clues down:
1. Understands ( 9:24)    
2. great (21:5)     
3. israel (18:6)      
4. evil (7:24)
5. shepherds (6:3) 
7. herds (5:17) 
10. Dan (4:15)       
13. Chaff (13:24)
15. hide (13:4) 
16. fork (15:7)

Nirmala butt, hyderabad, tel.
regina L. Victor, Ponda, goa
Lalitha rachel, hyderabad, tel.
Vathsala J. Kotian, mumbai, mah.
Dora Kannan, Kolar, Kar.
K. rajarathinam, madurai, tN
John S. Andrews, Sangli, mah.
S. h. e. S. mcLoughlin, hyderabad, tel.
D. Alexander, mumbai, mah.
Jalaja Sulochana, hyderabad, tel.
Asha Daniel, hyderabad, tel.
r. Sathish, chennai, tN
A. Sunderraj, mumbai, mah.
D. hillel Johnson, Vellore, tN
Satyarthi Sahu, chennai, tN
thomas J. Pooppally, mumbai, mah.
helen williers, mumbai, mah.
Shantha Suresh, chennai, tN
K.P. mohandas, bidar, Kar.
Jayakumar U., Secunderabad, tel.

george b. Ullagaddi, Ambernath, mah.
christy inbaraj, chennai, tN
ivor Valentine, mumbai, mah.
Damara Samadanam, hyderabad, tel.
mohan c. Kamalam, Nagercoil, tN
Sumathi maigur, Yadgiri, Kar.
g. Susan Abraham, hyderabad, tel.
David e. tiwari, Daund, mah.
Suresh Kumar Silas, Yadgiri, Kar.
b. b.  ropmay, Shillong, meghalaya
Sushila baily, mumbai, mah.
N. g. Andrews, mumbai, mah.
greta Amanna, mumbai, mah.
chandan Lal tewary, balasore, odisha
elizabeth J. Varghese, mumbai, mah.
rajkumari Devaraju, hubli, Kar.
Dolly Sinha roy, Vadodara, guj.
elenora Soans, mumbai, mah.
i. Devanayagam, tirunelveli, tN
esther Patti, Pune, mah.
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WORD AND 
THE WORLD

W
OR

D AND THE WORLD

harvey weinstein is the 
famous hollywood 
producer of many 

successful films like Pulp Fiction, 
Shakespeare in Love and Sex, 
Lies & Videotape. he has won 
prestigious academy awards as 
well as a few tony Awards. in late 
2017 he was accused of sexual 
harassment and abuse by over 
80 women. famous actors like 
gwyneth Paltrow and courtney 
Love had decades ago alluded 
to inappropriate behaviour 
by him. then, he was able to 
continue without a hiccup, not 
only with his work, but also with 
his despicable ability to use his 
power to abuse women. finally, 
as famous and powerful women 
started speaking out about him 
actress Alyssa milano tweeted, “if 
you’ve been sexually harassed or 
assaulted, write ‘me too’ as a reply.” 
this prompted more than 12 
million facebook reactions in 24 
hours and a million tweets of the 
#metoo hashtag in 48 hours.

this showed how widespread 
the problem was. Nevertheless, 
though indians are generally very 
good at aping the west, nothing 

#METOO
CYRIL GEORGESON much seemed to happen here. it 

looked like indian men were very 
well-behaved and not given to 
misuse of power or privilege for 
sensual pleasures.

#MeTooIndia

but, suddenly, a year later, 
#metoo is rising up like a tsunami 
in india. we do not know at this 
time how high the waves will rise, 
but rise they will. many popular 
actors, journalists and politicians 
have been named. one of the 
most surprising, yet prominent 
names, was that of Alok Nath, 
who, because of his character 
portrayals, had the image of being 
very gentlemanly and traditional. 
Alok Nath = Sanskari – polite, 
decent and one who orders his 
life according to cultural norms. 
but, in real life, he seems to have 
been anything but that.

then, there is m. J. Akbar – 
formerly a well-known journalist, 
who was a minister in the central 
government when he was named 
as a perpetrator. initially, it seemed 
like he was trying to brazen it 
out and deny all allegations, but 
he finally resigned. There are 
scores of journalists, over three 
generations, who have added 
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their names to the list of those 
who have faced sexual harassment 
by him. one has even gone to the 
extent of saying, “there is no end 
to his vindictiveness. i don’t think 
even harvey weinstein has hurt 
so many women as m. J. Akbar.” 

#MeTooChurch

the church has also been 
vulnerable. Probably the most 
high-profile case is of Bill Hybels 
the well-known senior pastor 
of the willow creek church 
which is one of America’s largest 
churches. he is a rock-star among 
christian leaders – the founding 
pastor of willow creek as well 
as a best-selling author. earlier 
this year a number of well-
known leaders accused hybels 
of a pattern of sexual harassment 
and misconduct. “the alleged 
behaviour included suggestive 
comments, extended hugs, an 
unwanted kiss, and invitations 
to hotel rooms,” according to 
The Tribune.

it is interesting to note the 
pattern of what happened after 
the allegations were made. his 
first reaction was to deny it 
saying that “it was a calculated 
and continual attack” by his 
former friends. the board of 
willow creek Association and the 
leadership stood by him. while 
still denying the allegations, he 
resigned in April 2018. the board 
continued to back him, and the day 

bill announced his resignation, 
the newly appointed lead pastor 
heather Larson announced, “it’s 
not the end of bill’s story. it’s 
not the end of willow’s story. it’s 
certainly not the end of god’s 
story. god is still writing new 
chapters for all of us.”

but a month or so later new 
allegations about bill hybels 
started surfacing. finally, 
in August 2017, when the 
evidence was undeniable, missy 
rasmussen, an elder of willow 
creek, on behalf of the board, 
recanted, “we trusted bill, and 
this clouded our judgment.
we believe that [hybels’s] sins 
were beyond what he previously 
admitted on stage, and certainly 
we believe that his actions 
with these women were sinful. 
we believe he did not receive 
feedback as well as he gave it, and 
he resisted the accountability 
structures we all need. our entire 
elder board has had to come to 
grips with the areas of our hearts, 
minds, and souls that blinded 
us to the pain and suffering of 
the women and their advocates. 
we ask forgiveness from god, 
our congregation, the women, 
their advocates, and those who 
have been calling us to repent. 
we are sorry that we allowed 
bill to operate without the kind 
of accountability that he should 
have had.”
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#MeTooResponse

the above pattern shows how a 
church in the US responded when 
a charge was brought up about a 
leader. Step 1: Deny, Step 2: blame 
the accusers, Step 3: Deny and 
do the least possible and finally 
(when cornered), do the right 
thing. there is no doubt that there 
are many issues of this very same 
kind plaguing church and para-
church christian leaders both in 
india and internationally. Some 
of them have been systematically 
and quickly quashed and moved 
out of sight. but, most often within 
the church/para-church, most 
christians like to believe that that 
sexual sin is not happening, at 
least with those with whom they 
are personally associated. the 
stakes are too high if it were true.

the bible is very clear of how we 
should respond – “have nothing 
to do with the fruitless deeds of 
darkness, but rather expose them.” 
Firstly, we should personally flee 
from the sins of passion. when 
Paul writes to timothy, his beloved 
child in the faith, he exhorts him 
to flee from two sins: in the first 
letter he commands him to flee 
from the ‘love of money’, in the 
second letter he is asked to flee 
from ‘youthful lusts’. in the history 
of the church, the two moral 
areas in which leaders have been 
brought down can be summarised 
as – financial and sexual.

we should also be careful about 
how we speak about victims 
of abuse. churches have been 
known to blame the victims, 
especially when the accused is 
a powerful person. A victim of 
abuse is quoted in Christianity 
Today about being in a youth 
group (who did not know that 
she was an abuse survivor) when 
they were discussing David’s 
sin with bathsheba. even as the 
leader opined that it was not 
sexual assault, another youth 
asserted, “i think it had to have 
been her (bathsheba’s) fault, 
because she could have chosen 
to die rather than have sex with 
him.” the survivor reasoned, 
“this immediately told me i 
would be better off dead than a 
rape victim. And if I didn’t fight to 
my death, it’s my fault.”

At the same time, we can learn 
from David’s example – even as 
one who was an adulterer and 
a murderer, he is described as 
a ‘man after god’s heart’. there 
is no one, except our Saviour, 
who is ‘all good’ or ‘all bad’. we 
acknowledge the ugliness of sin, 
while at the same time recognising 
the possibility of limited moral 
uprightness and also the richness 
of god’s grace. therefore, it is 
not possible to make absolute 
judgments of evil or goodness 
on any individual. if we examine 
ourselves honestly we will find 
this is also personally true.
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finally, it is our responsibility, if 
it is within our power, to expose 
all deeds of darkness. one of the 
most tragic stories in the bible is 
of tamar, the daughter of David 
being raped by her brother 
Amnon. when David heard of 
it ‘he was very angry’. but, he 
kept silent – maybe this brought 
painful memories of forcing 
himself on bathsheba earlier in 
his life. David’s silence finally 
led to Absalom, tamar’s brother, 
scheming and murdering Amnon. 
Later Absalom rebelled against 
King David and almost succeeded 
in bringing his kingdom down.

the silence of christians on 
sexual immorality is almost 

deafening. there are hushed 
whispers which amount to only 
gossip and slander, but no direct 
confrontation of evil. edmund 
burke bears repetition, “the only 
thing necessary for the triumph of 
evil is for good men to do nothing.” 
for it is time for judgment to 
begin with the household of god 
– will we be complicit with our 
silence? or, will we give women 
who have faced abuse in our 
church, a voice and justice, so that 
healing can begin?

Cyril Georgeson  
lives in Mumbai and is 

an apologist, teacher 
and writer.
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NOTES ALONG 
THE JOURNEY

THE SAME MASTER

Don’t exploit hired 
servants” (Deut.24:14 
eb). “Don’t ever forget 

that you were a slave in egypt. i 
command you: Do what i’m telling 
you” (Deut.24:22 (mSg) 

She is gynaecologist in a busy 
hospital. Now what comes to mind 
when you think of a gynaecologist? 
i will tell you what i think of when 
that speciality is mentioned. i 
think of someone with a schedule 
that’s packed and breaking at 
the seams. i think of neglected 
family lives, sleepless nights and 
frayed nerves. A gynaecologist is 
probably someone who has no 
time even for her own children. 
how will she be able to do 
anything for anybody else? this 
lady was different. She made time 
for others.

She had organised a bible study 
for all the ‘domestic helpers’ that 
worked in the dozen or so houses 
in her apartment block. every 
week she faithfully ministered to 
these women. many people don’t 
even have time for their own 
maids much less someone else’s. 

OBY CHERIAN many of these women have come 
to accept the Lord through this 
fellowship. this prayer group 
has taken off to such an extent 
that the ladies have started 
to minister to one another’s 
spiritual needs. All this, because 
someone cared.

how do we look after the ser-
vants that work in and around our 
house? the gardeners, chowki-
dars, etc.? Do we treat them just 
as our worldly neighbour does, 
who knows nothing of the love 
of God? Or is there difference? 
Are they paid a decent wage? No 
matter what our neighbours pay, 
we should do the right thing by 
them. 

i am not saying we pamper them 
but that we become sensitive to 
their needs as people just like us 
with hopes fears and aspirations. 
“they might take advantage!” 
some may say. that is a risk, i 
agree. but that is the kind of risk 
that our Lord takes with us. he 
helps knowing that we may take 
advantage of him. Should we not 
do the same for people who work 
for us?
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Kulhan P.O, Sahastradhara Road, Dehradun, Uttarakhand-248001 
 

 NTC is located in the Doon Valley under the foothills of Mussoorie. 
                                                     We are Evangelical, Charismatic and Inter-denominational in nature. 
                                                                                          NTC works to serve the whole Body of Christ. 
 

COLLEGE MOTTO:  “Teaching everyone in all Wisdom” 
 

COURSES OFFERED AT NTC 
Courses Offered Under the Senate of 
Serampore College (University) 

Duration Qualification 

B.D.  5 years +2 
B.D.  4 years Degree 
B.D (Upgrading) 2/3 years B.Th(Serampore)  
B.Miss 3 years +2 
Diploma in Worship & Music 1 year +2 
M.Th (Through NJPGRC) 2 years BD with 2nd Division 
 
Courses offered Under ATA Duration Qualification 
B.Th 4 years +2 
B.Th & B.A(Sociology) 4 years +2 
M.Div 3 years Degree 
M.Div 2/3 years      B.Th(ATA) (B Grade in BTh) 
M.Th (OT, NT, Theology, Mission) 2 years B.D or M.Div (B+ in M.Div) 

 
College Certificate and Diploma 
Courses 

Duration Qualification 

Certificate in Theology (Hindi)  1 year Working Knowledge in Hindi 

 
Entrance Exam Date: 18th May 2019 

Last Date of Application Forms: 31st March 2019 
Application form fees Rs 400/- DD in favor of New Theological College 

Interested??? Then contact; The Principal/Dean of Academic Affairs 

 
For application form see: www.ntc.edu.in, www.ntcdoon.org 
Contact us at 0135-2607260 and 8958430453 (Only in office hours ) 
E-Mail: admissionsntc@gmail.com ;principalntc@gmail.com; academicntc@gmail.com 
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give it a thought, would we feel 
comfortable if the Lord should 
ask us about this area of our life?

“for he that is called in the 
Lord, being a servant is the Lord’s 
freeman: likewise also he that 
is called, being free, is christ’s 
servant” (1cor.7:22).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a consultant urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.

You and your servants are both 
under the same master in heaven. 
he makes no distinction between 
you and them (eph.6:9 mSg).
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Dr. Daniel Sathiaraj 
retired from St John’s 

PG College, Hyderabad, 
where he taught Computer 

Science. He lives in 
Hyderabad.

noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 
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Don’t Waste Their Mistakes... Learn From Them

THE ONLY qUEEN WHO REIGNED IN ISRAEL

CHARACTER 
STUDY

 VIJAY THANGIAH

CHARACTER:  
Queen Athaliah

MEANING:   
“taken away of the Lord”; 
“Jehovah has afflicted” 

PRONUNCIATION: 
ath-uh-LAI-uh

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
2Ki.11;2;  
2Chr. 22:10-23:21

BACKGROUND 

Athaliah, born into the house of Omri, followed Baal. Athaliah is the only 
reigning female monarch recorded in Scripture. She was the daughter of 
Ahab (2Ki.8:18). Athaliah married Jehoram, son of Jehoshophat.

When Athaliah heard of her son Ahaziah’s death, she destroyed the entire royal 
family. But Joash escaped.

Six years later, Jehoiada orchestrates a coup and surrounded by armed protection, 
Joash now seven, is led out and loudly proclaimed as king. Athaliah is then killed.

MAIN LESSONS
1. Disobedience to God always bears ugly fruits.

Jehoshaphat the father-in-law of Athaliah was a good king in many 
areas and the Bible says that he was much like King David.

But in spite of his love for God and all that he did, he deliberately disobeyed God and 
gave his son Jehoram in marriage to the daughter of Ahab and Jezebel.

Jehoshaphat reaped what he sowed. Athaliah planted seeds of murder and darkness 
in the heart of his own son, who after the death of his father Jehoshaphat killed his 
six brothers.

2. You become like the gods you worship.

How was Athaliah so wicked? Her idols she worshipped made her do it.
Greg Beale wrote, “What people revere, they resemble, either for ruin or for 
restoration.” We are worshippers, and our worship exposes us and changes us.
If we do not worship the one true God, we will worship something else. It does not have 
to be a stone image. It could be entertainment, security, money, possessions, etc.
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We either revere the world and are conformed to the sinful patterns of the world, or 
we revere God and are progressively conformed into His likeness. It is only when 
we are satisfied with the amazing love of Christ that will push the idols out.
3. Athaliah did not learn from her past.
Athaliah’s parents, Ahab and Jezebel, came to very violent ends as a result of their 
idolatry. Yet Athaliah somehow did not learn from these past incidents. Her parents were 
not her best mentors. When we seek to be mentored, we need to make sure that we are 
following the advice and example of someone who has done things successfully.
4. Athaliah was not willing to come out of her comfort zone. 
Although Athaliah saw the consequences of her parents’ idolatry, it was probably 
easier for her to stick to what she knew, rather than worshipping God (who to her, 
was a foreign God). Her unwillingness to break free of her comfort zone also led to 
her son’s destruction and later her own.

Vijay Thangiah 
 is a Bible teacher and the former National Executive Director 

of India Youth For Christ.

LIGHT OF LIFE 71 MARCH  2016

After two days of just lying 
there in pain, some workers 
found her and put her on a 
makeshift cot and loaded her 
into their jeep and drove 150 
miles over deep rutted roads 
to find a doctor who could 
set the broken bones. But the 
very bumpy ride damaged 
her bones so badly that her 
hip never completely healed. 
He says, “I visited my mother 
in her mud-covered hut 
several weeks after all of this 
happened. I watched as she 
took two bamboo crutches 
that she had made herself, 
and moved from one place 
to another with her feet just 
dragging behind because 
she had lost all feeling in 
them.” He says, “At age 75, 
with a broken hip, unable 
to stand on her own two 
legs, I thought that I made a 
pretty intelligent suggestion. 
I suggested that she retire.” 
He says, “She turned around 
and looked at me and said, 
‘What value is that? If we try 
to preserve this body just a 
few more years and it is not 
being used for God, of what 
value is that?’ So she kept on 
working. She kept on riding 
her donkey to villages until 
she was 93 years old... And 
she continued to tell people 
about Jesus Christ until she 
died at age 95.”

5. Caleb experienced what God 
had promised!

 He climbed the mountains 
and he defeated the giants 
– he claimed his possession. 
The name of the place Caleb 
inherited used to be called 
Kirjatharba (city of the four 
giants). Now it was named 
Hebron (seat of association 
or fellowship). Caleb refused 
to quit until he had obtained 
everything the Lord had for 
him! He refused to stop until 
he had obtained that place of 
fellowship with God.

 Where are you in your 
personal walk with the 
Lord? Have you entered into 
your victory, or are you still 
wandering around in the 
wilderness struggling day 
to day? God has a place of 
peace and power for you, but 
you must be willing to claim 
your possession. It isn’t for 
the faint-hearted, but it is for 
the faith-hearted. 

 Half-hearted Christians are 
faint-hearted Christians, and 
they never learn to conquer 
the giants in their lives.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What do you think motivated Jehoshaphat to give his son in 

marriage to Athaliah?
2. What can we learn from Athaliah about what the hunger for 

power does to a person?

APPLICATION QUESTIONS
1.  Discuss the importance of marrying a godly person – one who is 

in the same spiritual maturity as you.
2. Discuss the statement ‘You become like the gods you worship’ in 

today’s culture.
3. Why does a person not learn from their past? 

MEMORY VERSE

Psa.115:8 “Those who make them will be like them, as will all who 
trust in them.”

PRAYER 

Dear Lord, Your word tells me that everything that happened in the Bible 
happened as examples, so that I can learn from them. Help me to learn from 
the past. Amen.

3. What do you think are some of the reasons that prevented Athaliah in not giving 
up Baal to follow after the one true God?
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News

Punished For Talking About 
Christ In Nepal

(MSN): Dilip bhadur gurung, a 
constable with the Nepal Armed 
force Police was reprimanded 
and punished for talking about his 
faith in christ at a public, multi-
faith religious gathering. he was 
on a three-month leave when he 
spoke at the public gathering. A 
local news reporter published 
an article critical of his talk and 
informed the superiors.

gurung was arrested the 
following day and sent back to 
his department. A source who 
requested anonymity said his 
superiors there had decided 
to withhold his departmental 
promotion for five years as 
punishment.

while the new constitution 
establishes Nepal as a secular 
and democratic republic, its 
definition of ‘secular’ appears 
to protect hinduism and allows 
others only to worship in their 
own faiths. Article 26 forbids 
anyone to convert a person of one 
religion to another.

Police Attack Christians In TN

(MSN): A female police inspector 
and five police officers rushed 

into a praise service at a house 
in tamil Nadu and began hitting 
worshippers. Police officials 
in Kanyakumari are under the 
control of a bJP leader elected as 
the member of Parliament from 
the district, said a local source 
who requested anonymity. ADF-
india is actively engaging with 
the local christians and christian 
leaders in tamil Nadu state to 
raise awareness, help them know 
what to do when their basic rights 
are denied and ensure that doors 
for the gospel are open.

Beaten, Kidnapped, Arrested, 
Forced To Stop Evangelism

(MSN): A pastor mathai Varghese 
was beaten and abducted by 
hindu extremists in rajasthan. 
Police gave chase and arrested 
the kidnappers – as well as the 
pastor. his car ruined and his 
body bloodied, he spent a night 
and the next day in jail with 
serious injuries unattended 
before being released on bail. 
that was just part of the price the 
57-year-old pastor of ebenezer 
indian Pentecostal church paid 
for attending a house-warming 
party in a village where a mob 
of 100 hindu extremists were 
waiting for him.

the pastor, his wife and three 
church members went to the 
house in the pastor’s car. while 
he and more than a dozen other 
christians there had begun 



58Light of Life December 2018

(Our School is a well reputed English Medium Christian School with over 
550 students (Nur-Std 12) situated in the heart of Manali, Dist. Kullu (H.P.), 
affiliated to CISCE, New Delhi.)

We are looking for qualified, experienced and committed teachers to teach 
in our School for the following subjects: 

Vice Principal Position (A post-graduate and a B.Ed. with a minimum of 05 
years of experience in a similar capacity in a Senior Secondary CBSE/ICSE 
English Medium, Co-educational School. He/She should be well versed in 
coordinating and planning all Academic and Non-Academic Activities of the 
School. He/she should be fluent in English & a computer savvy person with 
a good knowledge of working on computers)

Accountancy (M.Com and B.Ed with an experience in teaching at the 
Higher Secondary Level)

English (M.A. Litt and B.Ed with an experience and ability to steer English 
department at school level)

Science (M.Sc. in Botany or Zoology with an experience of 3-5 years of 
teaching preferably in an CBSE/ICSE/ISC Schools) 

Primary School teacher (trained in teaching in English medium School 
with minimum 3-5 years experience) 

Salary is negotiable, based on qualification and experience. We provide free 
accommodation, free health coverage at our hospital (www.manalihospital.
com), 50% concession for children’s education in the School, vacation travel 
allowance, gratuity etc. 

For more information, please contact: Mr. Vijay Kumar, Principal,  
 Mobile: +91 9816727575,  
 Email: daystar.school@gmail.com 

For staff application form, please visit our  
Website: www.daystarmanali.org 

SCHOOL TEACHERS WANTED 
DAY STAR SCHOOL, MANALI, HIMACHAL PRADESH 
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worshipping with songs followed 
by Scripture reading, three men 
barged inside, ordered a woman 
who was praying to stop and 
demanded their pastor be handed 
over to them. while the women 
in the worship objected, saying 
police should be called to settle 
any misunderstanding, the men 
threatened to beat all of them if 
the pastor were not handed over. 
realising that an agitated mob 
was waiting outside the house 
to attack them, the women were 
frightened and handed him to 
them.

Violence Against Christians 
Escalates In Sri Lanka

(MSN): Attacks against christians 
in Sri Lanka have escalated this 
year with hindu extremism 
beginning to take root along with 
long-time buddhist aggression. 
the National christian evangelical 
Alliance of Sri Lanka reported 67 
incidents against christians from 
January through September.

the highest number of incidents 
fell under the category of ‘violence’ 
and ‘threats’ against christians, 
with 16 cases each. this was 
followed by 9 incidents in each of 
the categories of ‘discrimination’, 
‘demands for closure’ of worship 
places and ‘intimidation’, while 
‘police inaction’, ‘false allegations’ 
and ‘registration’ of cases against 
christians registered 2 incidents 

each. one case each of ‘legal 
challenge’ and ‘demonstration’ 
were recorded.

Pakistan’s Supreme Court 
Acquits Asia Bibi

(CBNNEWS): the Pakistan 
Supreme Court acquitted Asia Bibi 
of the death sentence, ordering 
her release before a packed 
courtroom. chief Justice mian 
Saqib Nisar announced the long-
awaited verdict. She’s reportedly 
been taken to an undisclosed 
location and some expect she and 
her family will leave the country.

her husband, Ashiq Masih, 
praised the court’s decision. “i 
am very happy. my children are 
very happy. we are grateful to 
god. we are grateful to the judges 
for giving us justice. we knew 
that she is innocent,” he said. the 
51-year-old christian mother 
was arrested in 2009 after her 
muslim co-workers accused 
her of insulting the muslim 
prophet Mohammed – an offense 
punishable by death in Pakistan. 
bibi says she was falsely accused 
and is very respectful of muslims 
and mohammed.

the alleged incident occurred 
when bibi took a sip of water 
while she was working. her 
muslim colleagues accused her of 
contaminating the water because 
she was a christian. She’s been 
sitting in prison ever since with 
the threat of violent execution 
hanging over her head.
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YAVATMAL COLLEGE FOR LEADERSHIP TRAINING 

Seminary Compound - Yavatmal 445001 M.S. 

Ph. 07232 - 244401, 237460, 244597,  

      Website: www.yclt.org   Email: director@yclt.org / director_yclt@yahoo.com  

Serving the cause of Missionary Training and Missiological Education & Research   

from central India for the past 35 year 

 

 

 

       Degree: B. Miss (Bachelor of Missiology)     Duration: 3 years  Medium: English 
 

1. A candidate must be XII pass, having completed 18 years of age. 

2. Those without XII Should be X pass + 2 years further study in a theological or secular  

institution and should have experience in Christian Ministry or any Public Service.  

3. A mature person at least of 25 years of age and passed mature candidate entrance examination 

 of the Senate, for which the candidate has to write to the Registrar, Senate. 
 

 

 
 

Degree                Requirement  Duration   Medium 

M. Div.  B. Th.   2 years   English 

        M. Div.                       Any bachelor degree 3 years   English 

            B. Th.             XII   3 years   English/Hindi/Marathi 

            Dip. Th.         X/XII             2 years   English/Hindi/Marathi 

           C. Th.       X attempted             1 year   English/Hindi/Marathi 

 

 M.Div. and B.Th. Courses are also offered through extension 
  

Academic year beings in June: Admissions for 2019-2020 started. For Application, Prospectus and details,  

please contact Registrar on: registrar@yclt.org, (Pastor Dinesh Patel - Mob: 09822924564)  

or visit our website 

The last date for Application: 28
th

 February 2019 (without late Fee) and 31
st
 March 2019 (with late fee) 

 

Special Feature  

Situated in quiet location and pleasant environment <> Qualified and experienced faculty <> Well furnished 

Library <> Field Exposure and Practical Training <> Large Campus with adequate infrastructural facilities 

<> Separate Hostels for boys and girls <> Scholarships for deserving candidates. 

 

Missionary Children Education 

Students will be admitted in Minerva Stewart Home (Boarding school / Hostel) from Nursery to Std X and 

admitted in Free Methodist English medium school that is on campus. Homely atmosphere, quality 

education, and individual attention to help children grow physically, mentally and spiritually based on 

Christian teaching and values. Scholarship will be provided for the deserving candidates.  

For more details kindly contact on: director@yclt.org 

(Rev. Dr. Girish J. Khatri , Mobile 9422169700) 
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   At the  Light of Life
                                                      Bookshop

December 3rd to 28th, 2018 

LOL’s Big SaLe !!!

Address:
Light of Life Bookshop, 21 YMCA Road

Near Maratha Mandir, Opp. YMCA International House 
Bombay Central, Mumbai – 400008

Tel: 022- 23076941 / 23095656
Email: lightoflife1@rediffmail.com / lightoflife2777@gmail.com

Take Advantage of the Attractive Discounts Offered

ACDs/DVDs/MP3 
CDs, Bibles & BooksDiscount 

up to 60% 

We are open Monday to Friday, 9:30 am to 5:30 pm

Also Available:
Devotionals

Our Daily Bread
Every Day With Jesus

2019 Calanders
Gift Items, etc.
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LIGHT OF LIFE 80 MARCH 2016

FEBRUARY 28, 2016

Reg. No. MCW/130/2015-2017

LIGHT OF LIFE 80 MARCH 2016

FEBRUARY 28, 2016

Reg. No. MCW/130/2015-2017

LIGHT OF LIFE 80 MARCH 2016

FEBRUARY 28, 2016

Reg. No. MCW/130/2015-2017

LIGHT OF LIFE 80 MARCH 2016

FEBRUARY 28, 2016

Reg. No. MCW/130/2015-2017Reg. No. MCW/130/2018-2020

NOveMBeR 28, 2018

LIGHT OF LIFE 80 MARCH 2016

FEBRUARY 28, 2016

Reg. No. MCW/130/2015-2017
preceding month

Recruitment for Go 12 Program


