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LETTERS

YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 
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Excellent & Relevant

Light of Life is an excellent 
magazine, and all the articles are 
relevant for us. thank you, god 
bless. 

Christiana Joseph, Tanjore, 
Tamil Nadu

Inspired

You are such a blessing to the 
nation. Appreciating all your 
efforts to further the kingdom of 
god. i’m one among those that 
are blessed and inspired by your 
magazine.

You are in our prayers.
Swathi Abburi, Hyderabad

Pastoral Negligence

i do agree with the view of 
P. D. Arthur Prasad that the 
churches are dwindling day by 
day in the memberships and 
worship services. he has very 
well assessed pastoral negligence 
particularly towards the aged, 
physically handicapped and 
backsliders, etc. his point is 
valid regarding the communion 
service. my assessment, being a 
retired methodist pastor for more 
than three decades, is as follows: 
1. there must be re-evaluation 
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of the ministry of the church. 
2. the pastor is a person who 
bends on his knees for his 
congregation and cares for them. 
3. if he gets some feedback 
either from his superiors or 
congregation members, he must 
accept and reform himself. 
4. Accept the church (body of 
christ) with great humility. 
5. the pastor is called a shepherd 
who must feed his sheep; take 
them to green pastures, visiting 
as per the needs of each age 
group, within the congregation. 
“Seek first the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness ...” (matt.6:33). 
Jesus has given us this promise 
that it is not you who has opted 
yourself for the ministry; but 
“Jesus has ordained” (Jn.15:16). 
Jesus fed all irrespective of castes, 

creeds and cultures. Why should 
we not serve holy communion 
to all if anybody receives the 
elements with complete belief 
in Jesus and His sacrifice on the 
cross of calvary for him? Do 
not judge anyone with outward 
appearance. it should be served 
with more loving and caring 
hands in the name of Jesus. Leave 
everything in the hands of the 
super power to lead him to his 
fold (Jn.17:20ff).

Benjamin R. K. Lall, Assam

A Great Help

i have been reading your 
magazine for the last two years. it 
was a great help for my personal 
ministry. i would love to continue 
subscribing to it. 

Sword Phungshek, Manipur

We Are Grateful!
As we bring out the last issue of the year, we are grateful to God 
and to all our readers and well-wishers, who have stood with us. 
The Lord has been gracious in the 60 years in the life of Light 
of Life magazine. Though the last year has been a tough one in 
many ways, God has enabled us to keep going and move forward. 
We thank many of you who sent in your contributions, which 
have helped us towards clearing payments. We would appreciate 
your continued support in this direction. 

So, here’s wishing all our readers

A JOYOUS CHRISTMAS &  
A BLESSED NEW YEAR 2018.

- Editors & Board of Trustees of Light of Life
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Editorial

THE BIBLE AS THE WORD OF GOD

i see your face as one sees the 
face of god” (gen.33:10). 
this was what Jacob told his 

brother esau when they met many 
years after Jacob had cheated 
him from his birth right and 
his father’s blessing. Jacob was 
absolutely scared of this meeting, 
fearing what harm esau might 
do in revenge towards him and 
his family. And so, shrewd man 
that he was, he had taken steps 
to send a large gift to his brother 
in advance to appease him and 
also to separate his family into 
two groups to minimise possible 
damage! i tend to think that the 
words of Jacob, quoted above, 
were words of flattery aimed at 
appeasing esau. but there are 
those who take them literally, 
interpreting them as a sign of 
great respect Jacob had developed 
for esau and the forgiveness and 
reconciliation that had taken 
place between them, and even 
to say that esau’s face must have 
shone like the face of god at that 

time! Why do people interpret 
these words in this way?

in another place, where Jacob 
mentions that he has seen god face 
to face and survived (gen.32:30), 
some people wonder how this 
can be true when god says no one 
can see him and live (exo.33:20). 
What god says is true, and so we 
must conclude that what Jacob 
said was just his impression of 
what happened and not literally 
true.

this kind of interpretation, 
which many people make, comes 
from their conviction that the 
bible is the word of god inspired 
by god and that every word in 
it is therefore attested by god. 
therefore, they wrongly conclude 
that if the bible says Jacob saw the 
face of esau as the face of god it 
must be true, and if he said he had 
seen god face to face that must be 
true also. What they do not think 
about is that these statements 
were not made by god himself, 
but a true representation of what 
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Editorial
a man said. they are still given to 
us from god and therefore ‘the 
word of god’, but they are not 
words which god has said.

When god inspired the human 
authors to write down the 
different books of the Bible, He 
did not dictate his words to them. 
he gave them enough freedom to 
use their own words, vocabulary 
and style. the bible also contains 
different types of material. There 
are narratives of history about 
what god said and did, and also 
about what people said and did. 
there are also poems, proverbs, 
prophecies, visions of the future, 
etc., all of which are not to be 
understood literally as words that 
tell us the truths of god. We may be 
familiar with the quotation from 
the bible that says, “there is no 
god” where the full passage says, 
“the fool has said in his heart, 
‘there is no god’” (Psa.14:1). 
bible teachers use this example 
to illustrate that merely because 
a sentence or phrase is in the 
bible, we must not straightaway 
assume it is true!

Why is it that people fall into 
this kind of mistake as they read 
the bible? i suppose it is because 
they have been taught strongly 
by ‘evangelical’ christians, 
quoting 2 timothy 3:16,17, that 
all scripture is inspired by god, 
without explaining further what 
is meant by inspiration. People 

are not taught, for example, that 
this inspired word of god uses 
different genre (literary styles) 
which have to be interpreted 
differently according to each 
style. by overemphasising the fact 
that the bible is the word of god 
to the extent of eliminating all the 
effects of human authors writing 
with their finite knowledge, 
understanding, vocabulary and 
limitations due to their cultural, 
educational and spiritual 
backgrounds, teachers have 
failed to give people a realistic 
understanding of how to read the 
bible. even Jesus used hyperbole 
or exaggeration to make a point, 
such as when he said it would 
be easier for a camel to enter 
through the eye of a needle than 
for a rich man to enter Jesus, or 
when he asked us to pluck off the 
eye, or cut off the hand that might 
cause us to sin. if we read such 
words with understanding, we 
can easily see that they were not 
meant to be understood literally. 
Sometimes the gospel writers 
used their colloquial language in 
describing certain events such 
as when they reported that ‘all 
Jerusalem rose up’ even though 
it was not meant to convey ‘all’. if 
only we look at the context of such 
passages more closely, we can 
easily avoid misunderstanding 
them.

As a result of a lack of this 
understanding, many people are 
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creating many types of doctrines 
(teaching) based on wrong 
interpretations of passages or 
even pieces of sentences! their 
argument is that their teachings 
are based on the word of God! We 
need only to look around a little 
to see the types of heresies being 
passed around as the truths of 
god.

one particular wrong teaching 
that has swept across the world in 
the recent past is called ‘the word 
of faith’ which teaches in essence 
that our words have a power of 
their own and so what we speak 
will happen, or we can make 
things happen by speaking. this 
is ridiculous, and this can easily 
be tested out by speaking what 
we wish for! but people base this 
on the ‘word of god’ which says, 
“Death and life are in the power 
of the tongue, and those who love 
it will eat its fruit” (Prov.18:21). 
is this the word of god? Yes. Does 
it mean literally what it says? no. 
this belongs to the literary genre 
called ‘proverbs’ which stands for 
pithy statements of things that are 
generally true. Proverbs usually 
come from general observations 
of life which usually hold true 
but which could have exceptions. 
consider Proverbs 22:6 about 
training children which is a general 
fact, but which is not always true 
because there are influences a 
child gets other than the training 

by his parents. Another fact about 
proverbs is that sometimes they 
use figurative language to convey 
some meaning in an emphatic or 
easy-to-remember way. When we 
look at the above proverb in that 
way what we see is that it is not 
a statement of fact which states 
that words have some inherent 
power in themselves, but it is a 
warning to be careful with our 
words because, if we use them 
carelessly, they can cause big 
problems! but once people 
believe that this is the ‘word of 
god’, they may wrongly attribute 
a literary meaning to it!

Another common example is 
in the third letter of John, verse 
2. “beloved, i pray that in all 
respects you may prosper and be 
in good health, just as your soul 
prospers.” once we remember 
that this was a personal letter 
which John wrote to a brother 
called gaius, we should be able to 
see that this sentence is a way of 
greeting and not meant to state a 
truth of god that can be taken as 
a promise for all believers.

many wrong teachings are based 
on single sentences. Someone 
teaches that god’s promises 
will be fulfilled in mathematical 
proportion to our faith. but what 
about the other statement which 
says that he will give us a good 
measure – pressed down, shaken 
together, and running over? one 
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Jacob Ninan

man preaches that Jesus never 
prays for unbelievers but only 
for his disciples, based on John 
17:9! how then could he have 
come down looking for sinners 
in the first place? Some people 
claim that physical healing is 
included in the atonement for 
all god’s people based on “by 
his stripes we are healed,” in 
spite of the context of isaiah 53 
where ‘spiritual healing’ is what 
is referred to, and the evidence, 
contrary to this teaching in the 
bible itself and contemporary life. 
We all know so many examples 
like this. this kind of error comes 
because people do not look at the 
meaning of words within their 
local and global (what is taught in 
the rest of the bible) context.

We praise god for giving us 
his word with opportunities for 
everyone to read and understand. 
it is a living word in that god 
speaks to us individually as we 

read it and wait on him. this is 
the major way god communicates 
to us in these days, and it is also 
our benchmark against which 
we can check all teachings and 
experiences. At the same time, 
we must be able to ‘divide the 
word of truth rightly’ (2tim.2:15 
KJV) or accurately handle the 
word of truth. this is a major 
responsibility for all those who 
teach from the bible because, 
even though every believer 
should personally check whether 
what they hear is according to 
god (Acts17:11), many tend to 
believe all that their pastor or 
teacher tells them.

Quotable Quotes
The word of God when religiously obeyed is the shortest route to spiritual 

perfection. And we must not select just a few favourite passages to the exclusion 
of others. Nothing less than the whole Bible can make a whole Christian.

 – A. W. Tozer
Scripture is the manger in which the Christ lies. As a mother goes to a cradle to 

find her baby so the Christian goes to the Bible to find Jesus.  Don’t let us inspect 
the cradle and forget to worship the baby. 

– Martin Luther
When you read God’s word, you must constantly be saying to yourself, “It is 

talking to me and about me.”
 – Soren Kierkegaard
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THE MEANING OF 
CHRISTMAS

God with us in the midst of any situation is the  
meaning of Christmas.

JOHN JEBASEELAN

it was told that in the 
December of 1903 the 
Wright brothers successfully 

flew their flying machine and 
telegraphed their sister Katherine 
about the great news. they sent 
the message, “We have actually 
flown 120 feet and will be home 
for christmas.” She happily 
took the telegraph to the local 
newspaper editor and showed 
him. he looked at the message 
and said, “good! the boys will be 
back for christmas.” this is the 
way many celebrate christmas 
today. they can’t see the forest 
for the trees. too many minor 
details of christmas celebrations 
drown the real significance of 
the greatest event in the human 
history.

christmas means many things 
to many people. it mainly brings 
celebrations and festivities to 
mind. many do not even ponder 
about the significance of the 
event behind christmas, apart 
from the skits and stories they 
hear and see during the season. it 
is just a holiday to rest and have 

fun with family. to the religious, it 
is the birthday of Jesus christ. but 
the true meaning of christmas is 
much deeper. the event of Jesus’ 
birth still affects our lives. If it is 
so effective, we need to ponder 
deeply about its meaning. though 
many things could be said about 
the birth of Jesus, we would see 
only about the two names given 
to Him in the first chapter of the 
gospel of matthew. these names 
reveal the profound meaning 
embedded in christmas. matthew 
narrates the visions Joseph and 
mary had regarding the child 
which would be born to her in the 
first chapter of his gospel. This 
portion also contains the two 
names – one given by the angel to 
Joseph and the other name was 
in the prophecy of isaiah – which 
would belong to that baby. these 
names describe his mission and 
what his life would mean to this 
world. 

Jesus

the angel tells Joseph, “She 
[mary] will give birth to a Son, 
and you are to give him the 
name Jesus, because he will 
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save his people from their sins” 
(matt.1:21). the name ‘Jesus’ is 
the greek form of the hebrew 
proper name ‘Joshua’ which 
means ‘Yahweh is salvation’. We 
all know the Joshua of the old 
testament who brought people 
of israel into the Promised Land 
after the death of moses (Josh.1:3). 
he demonstrated in his life that 
the god of israel was powerful 
enough to bring salvation to the 
people who were mere slaves 
in egypt. from the time of this 
Joshua to the new testament, so 
much has happened. because of 
disobedience, the people of israel 
were exiled and ruled by different 
empires. in new testament times, 
people were living under the 
roman rule. they were living in 
the Promised Land, but without 
political freedom. many people 
were expecting a messiah – the 
Anointed one of god – who would 
be like moses to usher freedom 
from all the oppression.

in this context, the angel was 
asking Joseph to name the child 
as ‘god [Yahweh] is salvation’. 
But he added a qualification to 
it by saying that the child would 
save god’s people from sins. Why 
god should save them from sin 
when the pressing need was 
political freedom? here lies the 
crux of christmas. though israel 
needed freedom from political 
oppression, the primary problem 

was that of sin. if they were to 
experience freedom from sin, they 
would be really and ultimately 
free. christmas points to this 
ultimate need of man – freedom 
from sin.

modern man is in need of so 
many things. the list will be 
endless. As we satisfy one need 
another need arises. but the 
name ‘Jesus’ points out that we 
basically need only one thing and 
that is the freedom from sin. We 
need this Jesus to redeem us from 
our sin. if man’s life is freed from 
sin, he can live a contented life. 
this is the meaning of christmas.

Immanuel

Secondly, matthew quotes a 
prophecy from the book of isaiah, 
“the virgin will conceive and give 
birth to a Son, and they will call 
him immanuel (which means 
‘god with us’)” (matt.1:23;cf. 
isa.7:14). Jesus’ birth brought 
a new era into human history 
where human beings would 
know god better. through this 
event of Jesus’ birth, god was 
revealed to human beings. the 
old testament talks about god as 
god whom we cannot see. People 
heard god’s message through his 
servants such as prophets and 
priests. though the phenomenon 
of god talking directly to human 
beings was there, it was rare and 
confined to specific people. When 
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moses was pleading with god to 
show him his glory, god did not 
allow him to see the full glory 
(exo.33:23). When the saints 
of the old testament met the 
Angel of the Lord, they invariably 
thought that they would die 
(gen.32:30;Judg.6:22;13:22). 
they could not bear the presence 
of god (ezek.1:28;2:1). god was 
considered as completely other 
whose holiness would not allow 
him to mingle with sinful and 
fallen human beings. there was 
an unbridgeable gulf between the 
creator and the created human 
beings.

but in Jesus christ this gulf 
was bridged. by his birth, 
Jesus brought god’s presence 
to be with human beings. 
immanuel was significant to 
the first century Jews because 
it demonstrated that the holy 
god could humble himself to 
be with them in their suffering 
and in their lowliness. god 
participated in the sufferings 
of the world affected by sin 
and disobedience. through the 
birth of Jesus, god showed that 
he was not the creator who 
abandoned his creation but a 
compassionate creator who, 
even after the fall, took the first 
step to redeem it. thus ‘god 
with us’ through Jesus gives the 
suffering humanity, a hope and 
confidence. incarnation was an 
expression of god’s love.

it is not only the love of god, 
but also god revealing himself to 
us. he was not a mysterious god 
whom we could not know, but a 
personal god who would like to 
connect with us personally. he is 
a god who came to us, instead of 
us searching for him. that is why 
John writes, “no one has ever 
seen god, but the one and only 
Son, who is himself god and is 
in closest relationship with the 
father, has made him known” 
(Jn.1:18). The significance of 
our knowledge of god is that, by 
knowing our creator, we can know 
ourselves better. only by knowing 
the intentions of the creator in 
making us, we can know our 
purpose in this life. it gives great 
joy to us to know that god who 
has created us has made himself 
known through Jesus christ. the 
proclamation that god is with us 
in the midst of any situation is the 
meaning of christmas.

Unto Us The Child Is Born

So the meaning of christmas 
is clear, but what does it have to 
do with me? is it like a child born 
in our neighbour’s house, where 
we can go, visit and come back 
to do our chores? or is it a child 
born in our house which affects 
everything in the household – 
from sleeping time to normal 
routine of everybody in the 
house? isaiah says, “for to us a 
child is born, to us a Son is given” 
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(isa.9:6). this child is born for 
us. if we realise that and accept 
it, this child should radically 
change our lives. our lives would 
not be the same again. We would 
be freed from our sins to lead a 
freer life because he is Jesus and 
we would be experiencing god’s 
presence because he is immanuel. 

John Jebaseelan  
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Mumbai, currently pursuing 
his Masters degree in 

Theology at Singapore. 

if these things happen, this 
christmas would be a meaningful 
christmas.
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deliver the baby, they would have 
cleaned the stable, they would 
have made a casserole, and they 
would have brought practical 
gifts.

but what would they have said 
when they left...? “Did you see the 
sandals mary was wearing with 
that gown?” “that baby doesn’t 
look anything like Joseph, does 
it?” “She said she was a virgin! 
What nonsense. i knew her in 
school!” “can you believe that 
they let all of those disgusting 
animals in the house?” “i heard 
that Joseph isn’t even working 
right now!” “And they could 
have used a better donkey for 
the journey than that scrawny 
looking ass!” “Want to bet on how 
long it will take until you get your 
casserole dish back?”

A few assorted thoughts.

a) traditionally, we say there 
were three wise men, because 
they brought 3 gifts, but in the 
bible we are never told that 
there were three wise men.

b) Wise men came from the 
east. how far from the east 
of bethlehem? iraq? Persia? 
india? china? Perhaps one 
was from india (only indians 
give gold at the birth of a 

After Jesus was born in 
bethlehem in Judea, 
during the time of King 

herod, magi from the east came 
to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is 
the one who has been born King 
of the Jews? We saw his star when 
it rose and have come to worship 
him” … After they had heard the 
king, they went on their way, and 
the star they had seen when it 
rose went ahead of them until it 
stopped over the place where the 
child was. When they saw the star, 
they were overjoyed. on coming 
to the house, they saw the child 
with his mother mary, and they 
bowed down and worshiped him. 
then they opened their treasures 
and presented him with gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
And having been warned in a 
dream not to go back to herod, 
they returned to their country by 
another route’ (matt.2:1,2,9-12).

matthew is the only gospel that 
gives us an account of the visit of 
the wise men. What would have 
happened if it had been ‘wise 
women’ instead of ‘wise men’? 

they would have asked direc-
tions, they would have arrived 
on time, they would have helped 

THE STAR OF CHRISTMAS
This Christmas, we have the choice to have a brand new start.

STANLEY MEHTA
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baby!!). So in the christmas 
drama, they always show one 
of the wise men dressed like 
an indian. At least that’s what 
i think.

c) You remember that the garden 
of eden had a gate that was 
on the east. And Adam and 
eve were expelled from that 
gate. Whenever men wanted 
to meet with god, they came 
near to this gate. but when 
they went away from the 
presence of the Lord, they 
went further east. bible says 
“cain went further east.” the 
tabernacle that moses built 
had a gate and that gate was 
on the east. Solomon’s temple 
also had a gate that was on 
the east. it was god’s way of 
saying, “if you wish to meet, 
i have kept the gate on the 
east to welcome you back.” So 
when the wise men came from 
the east, it meant people were 
returning to god. And those 
who return to god are called 
wise persons.

d) traditionally, we place them at 
the manger, but the bible says 
they came to ‘the house’. they 
must have come some months 
after Jesus was born, so he 
was no longer in the manger. 
After they left, herod killed all 
babies 2 years old. it means 
they must have come when 
Jesus may have been about 

12 to 18 months old (under 2 
years old).

The Heavenly Star In Your City

but wise men were helped by 
a star! So there was the Star of 
bethlehem. We too have been 
called a star. “Do everything 
without grumbling or arguing, so 
that you may become blameless 
and pure, children of god without 
fault in a warped and crooked 
generation. then you will shine 
among them like stars in the 
sky…” (Php.2:14,15). heavenly 
Star in your city! Let’s compare 
this Star of bethlehem and you.
1. A chosen star. the Star of 

bethlehem was a special, 
chosen star. but you are 
a chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, 
god’s special possession, that 
you may declare the praises 
of him who called you out of 
darkness into his wonderful 
light (1Pet.2:9). You are 
chosen, handpicked, but for a 
purpose.

2. Bright shining star. the Star 
of bethlehem was a bright 
shining star. “those who 
are wise will shine like the 
brightness of the heavens, 
and those who lead many 
to righteousness, like the 
stars for ever and ever” 
(Dan.12:3). So also, we are 
stars, to shine for ever and 
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ever, and we are to lead many 
to righteousness.

3. Moving star. not dead, not 
static. my friend’s daughter 
was travelling with him in a 
car, and he shared the gospel 
with her, and she gave her 
life to christ there. is our 
testimony dynamic, alive, 
fresh or it is stale and static?

4. Guiding star. the star brought 
the people from where they 
were, and guided them 
through all the journey. but 
they stopped following it, 
when they were passing by the 
palace of herod, thinking that 
if a king is born he ought to be 
in the palace. And when they 
left the palace and came out, 
the story says that they saw 
the star and it guided them 
to the place where Jesus was. 
“the integrity of the upright 
guides them” (Prov.11:3). in 
this corrupt india, if you walk 
with integrity, it will guide you 
as well as others.

5. Pointing star. it was pointing 
to Jesus. it attracted the people 
to itself in the beginning, but 
soon directed them to Jesus. 
“in the same way, let your 
light shine before others, that 
they may see your good deeds 
and glorify your father in 
heaven” (matt.5:16). We too 
must point people not to us, 
as much as to Jesus.

6. Star with a message. the 
star had a message, “A king is 
born and he is the Saviour of 
the world and he is god who 
needs to be worshipped.” the 
wise men had come with the 
express goal of worshipping 
him, saying, “We saw his star 
and have come to worship 
him.” our life carries a 
message, “there is a Saviour 
named Jesus and he will 
save you from your sin, guilt 
and shame. he will give you 
assurance of life after death. 
He will fill your heart with 
love, joy and peace.” And this 
should cause people who see 
us to worship Jesus.

But The Real Star Is Jesus

“i, Jesus, have sent my angel to 
give you this testimony for the 
churches. i am the root and the 
offspring of David, and the bright 
morning Star” (rev.22:16). he is 
the special star. he is the guiding 
star, the moving star, the real star, 
while we are only a reflection of 
his brightness. 

the whole bible is drama that is 
unfolding, and Jesus is the super 
Star of this drama. the script is 
written for him, and he has the 
lead role. the ot is a preparation 
for the final scene. The NT begins 
with the arrival of Jesus on the 
earth, which we celebrate as 
christmas. the climax of this 
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drama is the scene where Jesus 
makes this fantastic move. i will 
tell it like a bollywood movie 
plot.

there are two brothers. the 
younger brother goes wayward 
and falls into bad company. his 
look alike elder brother goes the 
right way, and becomes the mayor 
of the town, who is awarded 
various medals for his exemplary 
service.

now the younger brother is 
into addiction, gambling, and is 
a part of the gang. one day there 
is brawl, and he stabs a man with 
his knife. the man dies, the police 
arrive and he runs for his life. he 
arrives at the house of his elder 
brother with his blood stained 
clothes and tells him his story. 
he confesses all about his life of 
crime, the big names in the crime 
world and everything else.

the elder brother says, “remove 
your clothes, have a bath and i’ll 
give you a pair of my clothes.” 
While the younger brother does 
that, the elder brother wears the 
blood stained clothes and picks 
up the knife walks into the street, 
only to be arrested by the police.

the news of the crime and his 
arrest hits the headlines. the 
elder brother is made to stand 
in the dock in the court room. 
the younger brother now comes 

as the mayor to witness the 
court proceedings and sits in the 
audience. nobody knows that 
these two are related. Witnesses 
identify and testify against 
the elder brother, as if he was 
the criminal. based on all the 
evidence, the judge pronounces 
a death sentence on the elder 
brother.

but the elder brother also 
testifies in the court and gives 
all the details with evidence of 
names of the bosses of the big 
mafia, and all of them too are also 
rounded up. the city is cleaned of 
its crime world.

there is a big smile on the face 
of the elder brother, while the 
younger brother is all perplexed. 
the last wish of the elder brother 
is to have a word in private with 
the mayor. the younger brother 
(now in the garb as the mayor) 
whispers “Why did you do this?” 
the elder brother whispers, 
“father wanted that you be 
delivered from your world of 
crime and be given a brand new 
start. i always wanted to make 
his wish come true. finally, i 
got the opportunity. i love you, 
brother, and i desire the best for 
you. What is happening today is 
my gift for you. now you have my 
clothes, my identity, my position, 
my wealth, and my medals. You 



21Light of Life December 2017

have a choice, to leave all this and 
go back to your old way of life, or 
to start a brand new life.”

Jesus is our elder brother, and 
we are like the younger brother. 
the bible says that we are dead 
in our sins and our trespasses, 
filled with guilt and shame. We 
are weary and heavy laden. our 
relationships are messed up. We 
are unsure of our future. We have 
broken many commandments. 
We are guilty of sins of omission 
and commission. We have 
lived a life independent of god. 
And so we deserve the death 
punishment.

But Jesus came primarily to fulfil 
the wish of god, the father. the 
bible says, “for god the father 
so loved us that he sent his only 
begotten Son Jesus, so that we will 
not perish by being sentenced to 
death but have eternal life.” So on 
the cross, Jesus died our death.

So, on this christmas, we have 
the choice to have a brand new 
start. to be forgiven of our sins, to 
wear the clothes of righteousness 
that belonged to Jesus, to be called 
sons of god, to be welcomed into 
his family, to receive honour 
that rightly belonged to him. to 
be sure to go to heaven and live 
there for eternity. So, we have 
the choice today of a brand new 
start.

or we have a choice to return 
to our old way of life, and face the 
consequences of choice.

god’s blessing to you during 
this christmas season: may you 
from now onwards, truly shine 
brightly as the heavenly star of 
christmas, for ever and ever.
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noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 
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people; a light to reveal Your 
will to the gentiles and bring 
glory to your people of israel”  
(Lk.2:30-32).

it is a miracle that the Word 
became flesh and made His 
dwelling among us. When the Lord 
Jesus became man, he accepted 
the anatomical limitations of the 
human body. he experienced the 
effect of hunger, thirst and the 
physiological impulses of his 
own body. the Lord has made 
the human body, which is called 
the ‘gate that opens to sin’, as an 
instrument of salvation through 
his incarnation. the body was 
always found by Jesus as the 
instrument for the glory of god. 
christmas reminds us that life 
should reflect as the symbol of 
manifestation of love, goodwill 
and peace.

When sickness and weakness 
trouble us and temptations 
entangle us like snares, the blessed 
memories about Jesus, who led a 
divine and holy life in a human 
body will certainly strengthen us 
for the joyful celebration of the 
miraculous birth of the messiah 
in the manger.

The Heavenly Message Of 
Great Joy

for the salvation of men who 
were immersed in the darkness 
of sin, when god takes the form 
of a man, it is the revelation of the 
marvellous mercy and faithfulness 
of god (Psa.57:10). the amazing 
message to the shepherds from 
the heavenly angels, “Do not be 
afraid. i bring you good news of 
great joy that will be for all the 
people. today, in the town of 
David a Saviour has been born to 
you, he is christ the Lord. this 
will be a sign to you. You will find 
a baby wrapped in cloths and 
lying in a manger” (Lk.2:10-12). 
this is the most happy news and 
joyful message about god who 
became man and was born on 
earth which the world has ever 
heard and recorded. god has 
not rejected and left humanity 
in their sins, but his promise of 
sending the Messiah was fulfilled. 
Simeon said about the messiah, 
“With my own eyes i have seen 
Your salvation, which You have 
prepared in the presence of all 

THE MIRACLE IN THE 
MANGER

When God was born as a man, the way was  
opened for men to come to God.

M. G. MATHEWS
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The Humble Birth In The 
Manger

the signs given to the shepherds 
by the angel of God, to find the 
silent and peaceful birth of the 
Saviour and recognise the baby 
wrapped up in cloths was the 
simplicity of the manger and 
message of ‘Joy to the world’ at 
the birth of the King of kings. the 
place chosen by god was the cattle 
shed with the smell of poverty 
and simplicity. the holy birth in 
the manger was the divine will 
and correction to Jewish thinking 
that wealth, authority and high 
positions are the symbols of 
god’s blessings. for the birth 
of the Son of god and his living, 
palaces were not necessary 
because the place of his birth 
was greater and more glorious 
than the palaces. it is interesting 
to note the prophetical similarity 
in the humility of Jesus coming to 
the city of Jerusalem riding on a 
donkey (Zech.9:9) and the birth of 
the messiah in the manger as the 
reflection of symbols of humility 
and simplicity of the messiah, and 
this has a definite message for us 
even today.

The Teachings Of The Messiah

the one who was born in a 
manger has radically changed the 
splendour and dignity of royalty. 
the one who accepted the hard 
labour of carpentry work in naz-
areth, who was prepared for pub-

lic ministry to face and challenge 
Satan and his deceit for wealth 
and authority, has defeated Sa-
tan with his commandment, “go 
away from me, Satan” (matt.4:20). 
the one who is merciful and kind 
to the poor and the downtrodden 
people praised the blessings of 
the precious inheritance saying, 
“Blessed are you who are poor, 
for yours is the kingdom of God” 
(Lk.6:20) and that is the continu-
ation of his humble birth in the 
simple manger.

When he taught the people, 
“Watch out, be on your guard 
against all kinds of greed; a 
man’s life does not consist in the 
abundance of his possessions” 
(Lk.12:15), the message of birth 
of the messiah in the manger was 
a resounding reminder of the 
lessons of humility and simplicity 
of life. each christmas reminds 
us about the time to care for the 
poor and the needy. Sharing our 
resources with the downtrodden 
and wiping their tears should be 
the aim or mission of life.

When poor circumstances are 
considered as a curse and leading 
a life for accumulating wealth is 
most important, we are forgetting 
the concept and the good 
lessons of christmas – sharing 
joy and caring for the poor and 
needy. the problem is with our 
eyesight. Wealth in poverty, light 
in darkness, and dependence in 
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times of rejection are there even 
now. the humble birth of Jesus in 
the manger reminds us that the 
decency of man and his values are 
not based on his circumstances. 
no greater miracle has ever taken 
place anywhere in the world than 
what has happened in the small 
manger in bethlehem.

here, god and man became 
one where divinity is clothed in 
humanity. When god was born 
as a man, the way was opened for 
men to come to god. there is no 
need to be afraid of any evil force 
or to run away and hide, but we 
have a loving god who himself 
became man and came down to 
the earth. We don’t have to fear 
and be anxious, because a Saviour 
is born to us. that is why the host 
of holy angels of heaven sang and 
praised god, “glory to god in the 
highest and on earth peace to 
men on whom his favour rests” 
(Lk.2:14). there is no better story 
than the story of the baby born in 
the manger in bethlehem, the Son 
of god who entered the dark world 
of human beings, lived a sinless 

life, was tortured brutally and 
died an unjust and cruel death on 
the cross, bore our sins, defeated 
the powers of Satan, rose again in 
victory and is now seated at the 
right hand of god. there is no 
more compelling narrative than 
the bible’s story of a sovereign 
merciful Lord, a fallen humanity, 
a redemptive Saviour and the 
coming everlasting kingdom. Let 
us remember that we can embody 
the joy of christmas to the world 
around us, because the Lord has 
come.

The joy is not confined to the 
singing of carols in the houses 
and the streets or in churches, 
but sharing the joy, happiness 
and gifts with the poor and the 
needy and becoming a source 
of joy and smile on the face of 
the downtrodden and broken-
hearted.
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indian godmen... rampal, 
ram rahim, ramdev – what 
do they have in common? 

besides similar sounding names, 
sadly, with clandestine political 
support, manic followers, they 
all wield considerable clout in 
the corridors of power, 
if the unleashing of 
mindless violence a 
few months ago, by the 
rabid followers of the 
convicted baba ram 
rahim is anything to go 
by. 

 With all the media 
glare on the radical 
baba ram rahim, his frenetic 
followers ever-ready to go on a 
rampage at the drop of a hat, his 
vast wealth with hordes of cars, 
his storehouse of weapons, etc., 
i could not help but think about 
our own selfless, Christian Sadhu 
– saffron clad, beard and all – 
Sundar Singh.

born into a Sikh family in 1889 
in rampur village (Punjab), his 
spiritual journey – from being 

A DIFFERENT ‘INDIAN 
GODMAN’

His simple, yet powerful preaching, based on everyday  
facts of life, moved the masses.

violently opposed to christianity 
to becoming a willing martyr for 
the very faith he tried to wreck 
– was by all means remarkable. 
Undoubtedly, this self-effacing 
stalwart of the indian church 
has left indelible marks of self-
sacrificing servanthood in the 
sands of time. 

 his simple, yet 
powerful preaching, 
based on everyday 
facts of life, moved the 
masses, just like his 
master’s preaching 
did in the first century 
AD. Profundity was the 
touchstone in all of the 
Sadhu’s wise, insightful 

sayings, four of which i have 
selected to meditate upon more 
deeply here.

Indispensability 

“from my many years of 
experience i can unhesitatingly 
say that the cross bears those who 
bear the cross” (Sadhu Sundar 
Singh). 

 What does cross-bearing do 
to a christian that christ spoke 

SURESH MANOHARAN
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about its indispensability so 
very affirmatively (Lk.9:23)? To 
understand that, we need to figure 
out what exactly cross-bearing is. 
Simply put, it is saying ‘no’ to our 
selfish desires which crave for 
release from a god-dependant 
life and saying ‘Yes’ to everything 
which glorifies the Creator. Our 
maker, in his sovereign wisdom 
has designed us in a way that 
to fulfil our potential – both 
physically and spiritually – we 
would always need to look unto 
Him. 

 Why create us with a stomach? 
is it not to make us look unto him 
for ‘our daily bread’ (matt.6:11)? 
Why create ‘a heart’ in the 
spiritual realm? Is it not to fill it 
with his love? human hearts – 
you admit it or not – are restless 
till they find their rest in Him. 

 cross-bearing virtually acts 
like an umbilical cord making us 
lean upon him, for without his 
power flowing in us, we cannot 
by our own finite strength turn 
our backs to all that is worldly 
and look yearningly at everything 
heavenly (gal.5:16-23). 

 take out cross-bearing, and 
a christian is back to the cross-
roads as it were. conversely, 
bringing it in would make a child of 
god cross out all that is hindering 
him from fulfilling his potential. 
take the matter of dealing with 
personal injustice. Sadhu was 

right on dot when he wisely 
observed, “the true christian is 
like sandalwood, which imparts 
its fragrance to the very axe which 
cuts it, without doing any harm 
in return.” At a time when the 
natural man in a christian craves 
for vengeance, the spiritual man 
in him makes him rise above it, 
depending on god’s power of love 
to melt whatever bitterness that 
may be swelling up in his heart, 
surrendering completely, in the 
process, the issue of justice to 
the Judge of the universe. that’s  
cross-bearing for you, whereby 
you personally experience his 
power flowing through you 
enabling you to realise your full 
potential – the one you were 
created for – to experience his 
power (Psa.34:8)! hallelujah!

Humility 

“When Jesus entered Jerusalem, 
the people spread their clothes in 
the way and strewed branches 
before him in order to do him 
honour. Jesus rode upon an ass, 
according to the word of the 
prophet. his feet did not touch 
the road which was decorated in 
his honour. it was the ass which 
trod upon the garments and the 
branches. but the ass would have 
been very foolish to have been 
uplifted on that account; for the 
road really was not decked in 
its honour! it would be just as 
foolish if those who bear christ 
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to men were to think anything of 
themselves because of what men 
do to them for the sake of Jesus” 
(Sadhu Sundar Singh).

 Doubtless, these words need 
to be engraved in the hearts and 
minds of every servant of god. 
it would serve every servant of 
the master to remember that he 
is being respected not because 
of his profession, but because of 
his association with the master’s 
work. Look at the apostle Paul’s 
self-worded ‘score-card’ of his 
ministry, “for i am the least of all 
the apostles… it was not i but god 
who was working through me by 
his grace” (1cor.15:9,10).

 take heed, messenger of god’s 
word! next time when people 
pat you on your back for your 
‘marvellous sermon’, praise god 
for placing the message in your 
heart counting you worthy of 
taking it to the world. otherwise, 
you would well end up making an 
ass of yourself! John the baptist 
got his priorities right, “He 
must increase, I must decrease” 
(Jn.3:30).

Purity 

“Should i worship him from 
fear of hell, may i be cast into it. 
Should i serve him from desire 
of gaining heaven, may he keep 
me out. but should i worship 
him from love alone, he reveals 
himself to me, that my whole 

heart may be filled with His love 
and presence” (Sadhu Sundar 
Singh). 

 that is purity of objectives 
for you! not for the Sadhu, the 
fear of hell-fire or the lure of 
heavenly glories for serving the 
master, but unalloyed love which 
was a response to agape love 
poured upon him by the One 
who gave his all on the cross 
(yes, even the last drop of blood 
– Jn.19:31-35;1Jn.4:19 KJV). is 
not christian life all about loving 
the giver of gifts more than the 
gift (salvation)?

 Let the love of christ alone 
compel us (2cor.5:14 niV) to obey 
and go an extra mile in serving 
him (matt.5:41). the greek word 
sunecho that the apostle Paul used 
and which is translated as compel 
is a powerful and passionate word 
that could equally be translated 
as drive, master, dominate, fire 
and galvanise.

Social reformation, which the 
indian godmen sometimes em-
bark upon, has its merits (re-
member baba ramdev being in 
the forefront of an anti-corrup-
tion crusade in 2011?) but is 
anything greater than the spiri-
tual revolution that the peerless 
spiritual revolutionary – christ 
– wrought in the first century AD 
and which is still bringing about 
transformation globally? (Are 
not true tales of sinner turned 



30Light of Life December 2017

 

New Theological College 
        

Kulhan, Sahastradhara Road, P.O. Dehradun, Uttarakhand-248001 
 

 NTC is located in the Doon Valley under the foothills of Mussoorie. 
                                                     We are Evangelical, Charismatic and Inter-denominational in nature. 
                                                                                          NTC works to serve the whole Body of Christ. 
 
COLLEGE MOTTO:  “Teaching everyone in all Wisdom” 

 

COURSES OFFERED AT NTC 
Courses Offered Under the Senate of 
Serampore College (University) 

Duration Qualification 

B.D.  5 years +2 
B.D.  4 years Degree 
B.D (Upgrading) 2/3 years B.Th(Serampore)  
B.Miss 3 years +2 
Diploma in Worship & Music 1 year +2 
 
Courses offered Under ATA Duration Qualification 
B.Th 4 years +2 
B.Th & B.A(Sociology) 4 years +2 
M.Div 3 years Degree 
M.Div 2/3 years      B.Th(ATA) (B Grade in BTh) 
M.Th (OT, NT, Theology, Mission) 2 years B.D or M.Div (B+ in M.Div) 
 
College Certificate and Diploma 
Courses 

Duration Qualification 

Certificate in Theology (Hindi)  1 year Working Knowledge in Hindi 

 
Entrance Exam Date: 19th May 2018 

Last Date of Application Forms: 31st March 2018 
Application form fees Rs 400/- DD in favor of New Theological College 

Interested??? Then contact; The Principal/Dean of Academic Affairs 

 
For application form see: www.ntcdoon.org 
Contact us at 0135-2607260, 9481000947 and 8958430453 (Only in office hours ) 
E-Mail: admissionsntc@gmail.com ;principalntc@gmail.com; academicntc@gmail.com 

 

New Theological College 
        

Kulhan, Sahastradhara Road, P.O. Dehradun, Uttarakhand-248001 
 

 NTC is located in the Doon Valley under the foothills of Mussoorie. 
                                                     We are Evangelical, Charismatic and Inter-denominational in nature. 
                                                                                          NTC works to serve the whole Body of Christ. 
 
COLLEGE MOTTO:  “Teaching everyone in all Wisdom” 

 

COURSES OFFERED AT NTC 
Courses Offered Under the Senate of 
Serampore College (University) 

Duration Qualification 

B.D.  5 years +2 
B.D.  4 years Degree 
B.D (Upgrading) 2/3 years B.Th(Serampore)  
B.Miss 3 years +2 
Diploma in Worship & Music 1 year +2 
 
Courses offered Under ATA Duration Qualification 
B.Th 4 years +2 
B.Th & B.A(Sociology) 4 years +2 
M.Div 3 years Degree 
M.Div 2/3 years      B.Th(ATA) (B Grade in BTh) 
M.Th (OT, NT, Theology, Mission) 2 years B.D or M.Div (B+ in M.Div) 
 
College Certificate and Diploma 
Courses 

Duration Qualification 

Certificate in Theology (Hindi)  1 year Working Knowledge in Hindi 

 
Entrance Exam Date: 19th May 2018 

Last Date of Application Forms: 31st March 2018 
Application form fees Rs 400/- DD in favor of New Theological College 

Interested??? Then contact; The Principal/Dean of Academic Affairs 

 
For application form see: www.ntcdoon.org 
Contact us at 0135-2607260, 9481000947 and 8958430453 (Only in office hours ) 
E-Mail: admissionsntc@gmail.com ;principalntc@gmail.com; academicntc@gmail.com 

 

New Theological College 
        

Kulhan, Sahastradhara Road, P.O. Dehradun, Uttarakhand-248001 
 

 NTC is located in the Doon Valley under the foothills of Mussoorie. 
                                                     We are Evangelical, Charismatic and Inter-denominational in nature. 
                                                                                          NTC works to serve the whole Body of Christ. 
 
COLLEGE MOTTO:  “Teaching everyone in all Wisdom” 

 

COURSES OFFERED AT NTC 
Courses Offered Under the Senate of 
Serampore College (University) 

Duration Qualification 

B.D.  5 years +2 
B.D.  4 years Degree 
B.D (Upgrading) 2/3 years B.Th(Serampore)  
B.Miss 3 years +2 
Diploma in Worship & Music 1 year +2 
 
Courses offered Under ATA Duration Qualification 
B.Th 4 years +2 
B.Th & B.A(Sociology) 4 years +2 
M.Div 3 years Degree 
M.Div 2/3 years      B.Th(ATA) (B Grade in BTh) 
M.Th (OT, NT, Theology, Mission) 2 years B.D or M.Div (B+ in M.Div) 
 
College Certificate and Diploma 
Courses 

Duration Qualification 

Certificate in Theology (Hindi)  1 year Working Knowledge in Hindi 

 
Entrance Exam Date: 19th May 2018 

Last Date of Application Forms: 31st March 2018 
Application form fees Rs 400/- DD in favor of New Theological College 

Interested??? Then contact; The Principal/Dean of Academic Affairs 

 
For application form see: www.ntcdoon.org 
Contact us at 0135-2607260, 9481000947 and 8958430453 (Only in office hours ) 
E-Mail: admissionsntc@gmail.com ;principalntc@gmail.com; academicntc@gmail.com 

 

New Theological College 
        

Kulhan, Sahastradhara Road, P.O. Dehradun, Uttarakhand-248001 
 

 NTC is located in the Doon Valley under the foothills of Mussoorie. 
                                                     We are Evangelical, Charismatic and Inter-denominational in nature. 
                                                                                          NTC works to serve the whole Body of Christ. 
 
COLLEGE MOTTO:  “Teaching everyone in all Wisdom” 

 

COURSES OFFERED AT NTC 
Courses Offered Under the Senate of 
Serampore College (University) 

Duration Qualification 

B.D.  5 years +2 
B.D.  4 years Degree 
B.D (Upgrading) 2/3 years B.Th(Serampore)  
B.Miss 3 years +2 
Diploma in Worship & Music 1 year +2 
 
Courses offered Under ATA Duration Qualification 
B.Th 4 years +2 
B.Th & B.A(Sociology) 4 years +2 
M.Div 3 years Degree 
M.Div 2/3 years      B.Th(ATA) (B Grade in BTh) 
M.Th (OT, NT, Theology, Mission) 2 years B.D or M.Div (B+ in M.Div) 
 
College Certificate and Diploma 
Courses 

Duration Qualification 

Certificate in Theology (Hindi)  1 year Working Knowledge in Hindi 

 
Entrance Exam Date: 19th May 2018 

Last Date of Application Forms: 31st March 2018 
Application form fees Rs 400/- DD in favor of New Theological College 

Interested??? Then contact; The Principal/Dean of Academic Affairs 

 
For application form see: www.ntcdoon.org 
Contact us at 0135-2607260, 9481000947 and 8958430453 (Only in office hours ) 
E-Mail: admissionsntc@gmail.com ;principalntc@gmail.com; academicntc@gmail.com 

 

New Theological College 
        

Kulhan, Sahastradhara Road, P.O. Dehradun, Uttarakhand-248001 
 

 NTC is located in the Doon Valley under the foothills of Mussoorie. 
                                                     We are Evangelical, Charismatic and Inter-denominational in nature. 
                                                                                          NTC works to serve the whole Body of Christ. 
 
COLLEGE MOTTO:  “Teaching everyone in all Wisdom” 

 

COURSES OFFERED AT NTC 
Courses Offered Under the Senate of 
Serampore College (University) 

Duration Qualification 

B.D.  5 years +2 
B.D.  4 years Degree 
B.D (Upgrading) 2/3 years B.Th(Serampore)  
B.Miss 3 years +2 
Diploma in Worship & Music 1 year +2 
 
Courses offered Under ATA Duration Qualification 
B.Th 4 years +2 
B.Th & B.A(Sociology) 4 years +2 
M.Div 3 years Degree 
M.Div 2/3 years      B.Th(ATA) (B Grade in BTh) 
M.Th (OT, NT, Theology, Mission) 2 years B.D or M.Div (B+ in M.Div) 
 
College Certificate and Diploma 
Courses 

Duration Qualification 

Certificate in Theology (Hindi)  1 year Working Knowledge in Hindi 

 
Entrance Exam Date: 19th May 2018 

Last Date of Application Forms: 31st March 2018 
Application form fees Rs 400/- DD in favor of New Theological College 

Interested??? Then contact; The Principal/Dean of Academic Affairs 

 
For application form see: www.ntcdoon.org 
Contact us at 0135-2607260, 9481000947 and 8958430453 (Only in office hours ) 
E-Mail: admissionsntc@gmail.com ;principalntc@gmail.com; academicntc@gmail.com 



31Light of Life December 2017

saint still abounding and regal-
ing many in the christian realm 
and beyond? – heb.13:8). What 
do we prefer? or rather, what 
should we prefer? eliminating the 
symptoms of a disease or the dis-
ease itself, cobwebs or the spider, 
corruption or the sin in the heart 
which causes corruption? Put-
ting it in desi terms...kaladhan or 
kalaman! come to him, who can 
replace a deceitful, desperately 
wicked, stony human heart cor-
rupted with sin (Jer.17:9) with 
a heart of flesh, pure and full of 
agape love (isa.1:18;ezek.36:25-
27). if you have already experi-
enced what Jesus can do, then 
how about introducing him to 

everyone (rom.3:23) who has 
not yet undergone that ‘surgical 
procedure’. Sadhu Sundar Singh 
faithfully and peacefully recom-
mended his Doctor to all he came 
across, even putting his life at 
stake for the same, besides en-
couraging many of the ‘house-
hold of faith’ (gal 6:10) with his 
wise inspirational quotes. Bravo 
Sadhu, may your tribe increase!
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danger from false brothers. i have 
laboured and toiled and have often 
gone without sleep; i have known 
hunger and thirst and have gone 
without food; i have been cold 
and naked” (2cor.11:23-27). Paul 
not only endured it all for the 
sake of christ but also considered 
it as a privilege and, therefore, 
boasts about it. it is remarkable 
to find that he considers all 
these persecutions as ‘light and 
momentary’.

the reasons for him to have 
such a view of his sufferings are 
not difficult to find. Firstly, he 
considers the results these light 
troubles are going to produce. 
they achieve eternal glory for him. 
He says, “Our present sufferings 
are not worthy to be compared 
to the glory that will be revealed 
in us” (rom.8:18). the apostle 
James also echoes the same view. 
“everyone who perseveres under 
trial is blessed, because when he 
has stood the tests, he will receive 
the crown of life that god has 
promised to give them” (Jas.1:12). 
the apostle Peter also exhorts us 
to rejoice when we participate in 
the sufferings of Christ, so that we 
may be overjoyed when his glory 

Writing to the 
corinthians, the 
apostle Paul says, 

“though outwardly we are 
wasting away, yet inwardly we 
are being renewed every day. for 
our light and momentary troubles 
are achieving us an eternal glory” 
(2cor.4:16). he was one of the 
most persecuted disciples of 
Jesus christ. he lists the various 
troubles and persecution he had 
endured during his ministry in 
various places. “i have worked 
much harder, been to prison more 
frequently, been flogged more 
severely, and been exposed to 
death again and again. five times 
i received from the Jews the forty 
lashes minus one. three times i 
had been beaten with rods. once 
i was stoned, three times i was 
ship-wrecked, i spent a night and 
day in the open sea, i have been 
constantly on the move. i have 
been in danger from rivers, in 
danger from bandits, in danger 
from my own countrymen, in 
danger from gentiles; in danger 
in the city, in danger in the 
country, in danger at sea; and in 

OUR LIGHT AND  
MOMENTARY TROUBLES 

Our sufferings should not stop us from living a godly life.

J. FREDRIC DAWSON
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is revealed (1Pet.4:13). thus, god 
has promised eternal glory and 
the crown of life to his children 
who suffer for His sake in their 
short life on this earth.

Next, he fixes his eyes ahead 
at what is beyond this life and 
compares it with the benefit we 
get there. the saints of the old 
testament period also lived their 
lives on this earth, undergoing all 
trials and troubles, but held on 
to their faith in god, looking at 
what god had promised them in 
heaven. the writer of hebrews 
gives the reason for their bearing 
those sufferings calmly and 
courageously. “All these people 
were still living by faith when 
they died. they did not receive 
the things promised; but only saw 
them and welcomed them from a 
distance. And they admitted that 
they were aliens and strangers on 
earth … they were longing for a 
better country – a heavenly one. 
therefore, god is not ashamed 
to be called their god, for he 
had prepared a city for them” 
(heb.11:13,16). Job is another 
person who is commended in the 
scriptures for his faith, in spite 
of all the troubles he underwent. 
though he expressed his pain 
and bitterness during the period 
of extreme physical sufferings, 
he knew that his redeemer 
lived, looked beyond this life 
and yearned for the day when 
he would see his redeemer with 

his own eyes after his death (Job 
19:25-27). thus, when we look at 
the future glorious life in Jesus in 
heaven at the end of our lives, the 
troubles we undergo here in this 
world certainly will look light.

Paul calls our sufferings in this 
world as ‘momentary’. they are 
to be endured only for a short 
period of time during our life on 
this earth. the same view is also 
shared by Peter when he writes 
that we greatly rejoice as a result 
of god giving us new birth into a 
living hope through christ and an 
inheritance that can never perish, 
spoil or fade, though for a ‘little 
while’ we may have to suffer grief 
in all kinds of trials (1Pet.1:3-6). 
compared to the time we are 
going to spend in heaven in 
eternity, the years we live and 
undergo troubles in this earth, 
even if it extends up to 90 or 100, 
are considered only ‘momentary’ 
or ‘a little while’. if we have such 
a perspective of this life on this 
earth, it will be easy for us to bear 
the sufferings and trials, as Paul 
says. 

Another aspect emphasised by 
Peter is that we should not be 
surprised at these sufferings and 
trials, as though something strange 
is happening to us (1Pet.4:12). 
When we obey the words of our 
Lord and live according to it, we 
will invariably come into conflict 
with the concepts and practices of 
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this world. Such conflicts are sure 
to result in our suffering some 
way or other. When a christian 
refuses to manipulate a tender 
for a supply contract in his office, 
to favour a specific supplier, as 
desired by a corrupt boss, he is 
sure to get into conflict with the 
boss, resulting in either refusal 
of promotion or transfer, etc. he 
has to endure such a loss for the 
sake of christ and such situations 
are inherent in this evil world 
dominated by Satan. Sufferings 
are an integral part of a christian 
in this wicked world.

Paul also talks about the effect 
of such troubles in our inner man. 
he says, “therefore, we do not 
lose heart. though outwardly we 
are wasting away, yet inwardly we 
are being renewed day by day” 
(2cor.4:16). When we undergo 
bodily suffering, we generally 
tend to be discouraged; but this 
is not so for us. We get renewed 
spiritually and become closer to 
god day by day. our faith in god 
increases to a much higher level, 
as we find God marvellously 
leading us through these troubles. 
Apart from renewal of our inner 
man, Peter says that these trials 
also test our faith in christ, so 
that it may be proved genuine 
(1Pet.1:7). he compares these 
fiery trials with the process of 
refining silver or gold so that after 
such refining, the quality of silver 
or gold stands proved without 

doubt. thus, when we undergo 
such sufferings, we get rid of all 
the dross and become purer in 
god’s sight. 

Another aspect of our sufferings 
is that we should be patient in 
our trials and should persevere to 
lead an implacable life according 
to his word in the face of such 
sufferings. James quotes the 
example of the patience of the 
prophets who spoke in the name 
of the Lord (Jas.5:10). When the 
messages the prophets brought 
to the kings did not suit their 
purpose, they ill-treated them. 
Jeremiah was imprisoned and 
thrown into the cistern by King 
Zedekiah. Yet, he persevered in 
his sufferings and brought God’s 
message. James also refers to 
the perseverance of Job in all his 
physical and mental sufferings 
and how God finally rewarded 
him (Jas.5:11).

finally, Peter exhorts us not 
to be ashamed if we suffer as 
christians, but to praise god that 
we bear his name and commit 
ourselves to our faithful creator 
and continue to do good works 
(1Pet.4:16-19). Our sufferings 
should not stop us from living a 
godly life according to his will 
and purposes and do good deeds 
for him.

Like many christians all over 
the world, christians in india are 
also facing persecution because 
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of their faith by the hindu 
fundamentalist groups in the 
recent years. Data collected by 
Persecution relief shows that, 
in 2016 alone, hindu extremists 
destroyed 106 christian places of 
worship, mostly belonging to the 
Protestants and neo-Pentecostal 
groups. As a part of a concerted 
effort to encourage those who 
continue to struggle to cope with 
persecution, and challenge to live 
a true christian life, a group of 
indian christians observed July 
22 this year as ‘martyrs’ day to 
pay tribute to christians killed for 
the sake of their faith, and special 
prayers were offered in churches 

across the country. We, christians 
of all denominations, should 
consider all these struggles 
and persecutions as ‘light and 
momentary’ as Paul did and 
continue to lead upright, holy, 
simple and dedicated lives, fixing 
our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of our faith, who for 
the joy set before him endured 
the cross, scorning its shame 
(heb.12:2).
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my profile is on Face-
book. many people 
have sent a ‘friend’ 

request to me and i accept al-
most all. i am thankful to several 
who accepted my friend request 
to them. this helps me to know 
what is happening in the lives of 
my fb friends. i get to share and 
receive their reactions. i am con-
nected. i feel good as i am related 
to my fb friends at some level.

my friend rajaraman and i  
drank many glasses of chilled 
sugarcane juice on our way back 
home from college. We still re-
member those times, whenever 
we meet. We cherish those mo-
ments. he helped me with maths. 
We played basketball together, 
and twice went on a long cycle 
ride. he enjoyed my mother’s 
cooking. he went on to become 
my best man at my wedding. i 
feel blessed that i have a friend 
like him.

christine and i bought an 
apartment, recently. it is on the 
fourth floor over-looking a lake 
and set in idyllic settings. Lots 
of open spaces. Sitting in our 

RELATIONSHIPS REWIRED
Christ came into this world that He may reconcile us to God 

and with one another.

balcony, we get to watch brilliant 
sunrises. After long days at work, 
we sip cups of tea reflecting on 
a day gone by and missing our 
children in a faraway land. the 
joy of being together surpasses 
most other pleasures.

no wonder the Psalmist, lead-
ing a joyous people as they as-
cend to the temple, lists bless-
ings of relationships as the best 
(Psa.128). these blessings seem 
to be enough. Any other blessing 
is not worth mentioning in the 
same breath. the man who fears 
the Lord and walks in his ways is 
blessed with the two most impor-
tant relationships – one, with his 
wife, and two, with his children. 
the joy of these relationships is 
enhanced by the fruit of our la-
bour. but we see many families 
devoid of joy and peace in their 
homes. they have abundance of 
things, but no joy or peace.

John Powell, writing in his book, 
Why am I afraid to tell you who 
I am? says that the foundation 
principle in life must be to “Love 
people and use things.” but what 
we do is, “Love things and use 
people.” if that is true in our lives, 
then we may have abundance of 

SAMSON GANDHI
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things but not peace and joy. our 
lives will be littered with broken 
relationships. Dave ramsey, a 
financial consultant said, “We buy 
things we don’t need with money 
we don’t have to impress people 
we don’t like.” An absolutely 
frustrating and futile exercise! 
When Jesus was announced to 
the shepherds in the fields, the 
angels declared a message of joy 
(I bring you good tidings of great 
joy) and love (Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth 
peace, goodwill toward 
men!) but not of gold, 
silver and diamonds. it 
is better to seek peace 
and joy.

christmas is a good 
time to ask ourselves 
an important question, 
“Am i pursuing relationships or 
riches? Do i enjoy my wife and 
children, or am i busy earning for 
them to give them an ever elusive 
better future? Do i go to church 
and office to be a godly influence, 
or network to consolidate my 
power? Do i care much for the 
happiness of my child, or the 
dowry he could bring otherwise?” 
What are we after?

Adam and eve ate of that fruit 
in the garden of eden. they 
rejected a glorious relationship 
with the creator god and went 
after alluring prospects. Perhaps 

many today are no different from 
Adam and eve then. People are 
sacrificing relationships on the 
altar of riches. god did not wire 
us like this. When Adam and 
eve ate that fruit, the wiring in 
humanity was short-circuited. the 
counterfeit pleasure of possessing 
things and power displaced the 
joy of loving god and loving 
people. that has always been the 
strategy of the Devil – to dangle 
the attractive counterfeit so that 

we may reject godly 
purity. how can we 
overcome this trap?

christ came into this 
world that he may 
reconcile us unto god 
and that we will be 
reconciled unto each 

other. And to accomplish this, he 
did not come on a flying visit in 
a spaceship, but experienced the 
traumas of a natural birth, grew 
up in an obscure hamlet called 
nazareth and although innocent, 
faced the trial, conviction and 
punishment of a criminal, unto 
death. All for you and me to 
be forgiven and reconciled to 
god and one another. Are we 
reconciled?

Our first step must be to accept 
Jesus as our Lord and Saviour 
of our lives. he will honour our 
invitation and come into our 

Our first step must be 
to accept Jesus as our 

Lord and Saviour of our 
lives. He will honour 

our invitation and 
come into our lives. 

Then we are rewired.
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lives. then we are rewired. We 
are born again and our outlook on 
life changes. We will be rebooted, 
if you like. We will grow hungry 
for the word of god. As we begin 
to immerse ourselves in the word 
of god, we will see that what 
really matters is our relationship 
with christ and all other things 
are secondary. this 
relationship defines 
all other relationships. 
now spouse and 
children become dear. 
there is more love, 
more patience, and 
more grace. things 
and possessions begin 
to fade and lose their 
grip on us. money will 
no longer master us, 
but we will be able to master it 
with changed priorities.

As we become stronger in our 
families, we are able to better 
relate with neighbours, office 
colleagues, classmates and church 
members. there are no jealousies; 
the competitive spirit gives place 
to collaboration. We are able to 
look for opportunities to give and 
share. All because we feel secure 
in christ. We are rewired.

thirdly, we must be generous 
people in giving of our time, 
talent and treasure. those who 
have tasted the Lord develop 

this characteristic and begin 
to experience the blessing of 
giving than receiving in a greater 
measure. Pray and ask god and 
he will show you where you must 
give. When you give, it will always 
come back to you so that you can 
give more.

however, human nature is 
such that we need to 
constantly remind 
ourselves and practise 
the presence of christ, 
by prioritising god 
and people over 
power, pleasures and 
possessions. even if 
we had invited christ 
into our lives some 
time ago and living 
an other-centred 

life, we ought to be vigilant lest 
we should slip into selfishness 
and self-absorption. Sometimes 
christmas season can be the most 
susceptible time.

Stay rewired with christ. 
Pursue relationships, nurture and 
cherish them. Your relationship 
will be full of peace and joy. other 
things don’t matter much.

Samson Gandhi  
is the founder and Executive 

Director of Person to 
Person Institute for 

Christian Counselling in 
Secunderabad.

As we become stronger 
in our families, we are 

able to better relate 
with neighbours, 
office colleagues, 

classmates and church 
members. There are 
no jealousies; the 

competitive spirit gives 
place to collaboration.
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the author to represent all those 
who would ever read him. but 
this is quite unlikely. Luke calls 
him ‘most excellent theophilus’. 
it is therefore quite likely that 
theophilus occupied a position 
of power and authority.

in his book, Unlocking the Bible, 
David Pawson ascribes an inter-
esting position for theophilus, 
namely the defence lawyer for the 
apostle Paul at his trial in rome. 
He justifies this assertion by 
stressing the importance he gives 
to Paul’s defence of himself before 
governor felix, his successor fes-
tus and before King Agrippa, in his 
book ‘Acts of the Apostles’. Also, 
he stresses the way the Acts of 
the Apostles ends. Although Luke 
was present with the apostle till 
his martyrdom and throughout 
his two spells of imprisonments 
in rome, he doesn’t touch upon 
this phase of the apostle’s life in 
his book. it abruptly ends with 
Paul’s house arrest in his rented 
house in rome. Pawson con-
cludes from this that the purpose 
of these two books addressed to 
theophilus was to brief him thor-
oughly about Paul and his master 
Lord Jesus who seized him dra-
matically and decisively on that 
road to Damascus, thereby bring-
ing about a total reversal of his 
goals and aspirations.

he was not one of the 
twelve disciples of our 
Lord Jesus christ. he 

was not one of the apostles. he 
was not even a descendant in the 
Abrahamic lineage. Yet, he is the 
author of two important books in 
the new testament, part of the 
holy word. indeed, he is the only 
gentile who authored a book in 
the holy bible.

Luke was a greek, born 
in Antioch. by training and 
profession, he was a physician, 
having studied in the medical 
school at tarsus. it is tempting 
to speculate that Luke and Saul 
would have got acquainted 
with each other in tarsus as 
youngsters, while Luke was still a 
student there. What we do know, 
however, is that towards the 
end of his life, Saul who became 
the apostle Paul by that time, 
considered Luke as his beloved 
physician and his close associate.

Luke’s two books are both 
addressed to one and the same 
person, namely theophilus. the 
word means ‘one who loves 
god’. but very little is known 
about this person. Some scholars 
believe that theophilus was a 
fictional character created by 

LUKE - HIS UNIQUENESS
God chose an elegant and scholarly Greek to script the story 

for humanity at large.

K. P. LUKE VYDHIAN
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in his own introduction to 
the gospel written by him, Luke 
states that he has ‘carefully 
investigated’ all things from the 
beginning. it appears that Luke 
became a close associate of the 
apostle before his imprisonment 
at caesarea for the two year long 
trial before governor felix and 
festus. it is believed that Luke 
utilised this period of Paul’s stay 
at caesarea to do his research and 
investigation. in the course of his 
investigations, Luke must have 
personally interviewed many 
of the Lord’s contemporaries, 
relatives and associates in Judea 
and galilee, including mary. it is 
impossible to imagine any other 
source to Luke’s narrative of 
the annunciation by Archangel 
gabriel to mary, other than mary 
herself. As the result of this pains-
taking effort, Luke could compile 
in his gospel, the most well 
researched account of our Lord’s 
life and public ministry on earth.

We find that some of the 
most important of the Lord’s 
parables such as that of the good 
Samaritan, the lost coin, the lost 
sheep, the lost son, popularly 
referred to as the prodigal son, 
the rich fool, the great banquet, 
the shrewd manager, the rich man 
and Lazarus and the persistent 
widow are all narrated by Luke 
alone. this shows how meticulous 
he has been in his research and 
investigations regarding the Lord 
Jesus christ. the purpose of this 
great effort by Luke could well 

be his desire to give theophilus a 
thorough knowledge of the Lord’s 
ministry, teachings and exemplary 
life on earth that captured the 
apostle Paul so that he rejected 
everything else and adopted him 
as his Lord and master.

in his second book, Luke turns 
to the happenings after the 
death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. If the first book could be 
described as a biography of Jesus 
christ, the second book could 
well be described as the history 
of the early church. Although it is 
named as the ‘Acts of the Apostles’ 
it could very well be considered 
as the ‘Acts of the holy Spirit’. 
After reiterating the Lord’s great 
commission, the book proceeds to 
detail how the Lord was taken up 
to heaven. thereafter, the focus is 
on the Pentecost, which was the 
most powerful manifestation of 
the holy Spirit among men. the 
power of the holy Spirit alters 
Simon Peter from a timid disciple, 
who couldn’t even stand before a 
servant girl and acknowledge his 
master, into the bold apostle who 
could convert 3000 men through 
a single sermon. the way the ‘gift 
of tongues’ was manifested on the 
Pentecost Day has never again 
known to have been repeated 
since then. What the galileans 
were speaking in their own 
native tongue was understood 
by the different language groups 
present there, each in his own 
language. the church, the body 
of christ, took birth on Pentecost 
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Day. What followed thereafter, 
however, fell short of the Lord’s 
expectations.

in the great commission given 
by the Lord, he wanted his 
disciples to be his witnesses not 
only in Jerusalem, but ‘in all Judea 
and Samaria and to the ends of the 
earth’. but the apostles appeared 
to be satisfied with concentrating 
on Jerusalem. they created a 
nice self-supporting community 
pooling all their resources 
together into a central pool and 
sharing everything according each 
one’s need. Is this not reflective of 
Peter’s mindset on the mountain 
top where the transfiguration of 
the Lord took place? Peter at that 
time said, “master, it is good for 
us to be here. Let us make three 
shelters – one for you, one for 
moses and one for elijah.” the 
early church in Jerusalem was 
clearly a mountain top experience 
for Peter and the other apostles. 
they were reluctant to climb 
down to the outer world, least of 
all to the ends of the earth where 
work awaited them. but was that 
self-centred commune the ideal 
model that could be replicated for 
a global church, which was really 
the goal of the Lord? Perhaps not. 
We read later on in the Acts of 
the Apostles how the Jerusalem 
church was stricken with poverty. 
Paul was concerned about the 
poverty of the saints in Jerusalem 
forcing him to plead with his 
gentile converts in the newly 
established churches in Philippi 
and even corinth to contribute 

liberally to relieve the poverty of 
their brethren in Jerusalem.

it took the persecution, 
unleashed by the Jews after the 
martyrdom of Stephen, for the 
disciples to venture beyond 
Jerusalem venturing into Samaria 
and beyond. even then they spoke 
to the Jews mainly in those areas, 
leaving out the bulk of mankind 
which was the concern of god. 
in his second book, Luke details 
how the holy Spirit took several 
initiatives to change the mindset 
of the early apostles in Jerusalem 
and bring them in conformity with 
god’s own plans and purposes for 
mankind.

one of these initiatives was the 
vision granted to Peter at Joppa 
with the instructions, “Do not call 
anything impure that god has 
made clean.” this caused Peter, 
the orthodox Jew, to accompany 
those sent by a roman centurion 
cornelius to his house and address 
the gathering there. to his utter 
surprise, even while Peter was 
still speaking, the holy Spirit was 
poured on all his listeners even 
before they were baptised or laid 
hands over by the apostle. this 
was a very powerful message for 
Peter that god’s salvation was not 
confined to Jews only, but open to 
all who believed, irrespective of 
whether he was a Jew or gentile.

the second initiative by god 
was the miraculous establishment 
of a church of the gentiles at 
Antioch without any involvement 
by the apostles in Jerusalem. 
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they came to know about it later. 
the subsequent deputation of 
barnabas to Antioch, his search 
for Saul in tarsus and bringing 
him to Antioch, their work 
together in Antioch and the final 
act of the church in separating 
Saul and barnabas for the work 
of spreading the gospel in 
Asia and europe – all bear the 
unmistakable stamp of the holy 
Spirit. the holy Spirit was also 
instrumental in using Luke in 
recording the developments for 
posterity.

The first spell of imprisonment 
for Paul was not very severe. 
Although he was chained with a 
soldier, he had a certain freedom. 
he could receive visitors. he could 
address the churches through 
his letters. he could convey the 
gospel to those who met him 
there. the roman authorities at 
that time had no animus against 
him. he was there as a prisoner 
under trial because of his appeal 
to caesar, which was his right as 
a roman citizen. We are not even 
sure whether the trial took place 
or not. Some scholars believe 
that the trial lapsed because his 
accusers, the Jews from Jerusalem, 
failed to appear in rome. in any 
case, Paul was released from the 
imprisonment.

the bible is silent about the last 
days of Paul, surely the central 
character of the new testament, 
next only to the Lord himself. We 
have to depend on folklore and 
traditions to know something 

about the apostle’s last days. 
however, we know that Paul was 
full of hope and looking forward 
to the crown of righteousness 
reserved for him in heaven 
(2tim.4:6-8). it is generally 
believed that Paul had a second 
spell of imprisonment at rome, 
this time brought about by a wave 
of persecution unleashed by the 
empire itself against christians 
in general. being the best known 
leader and spokesperson of 
christianity at that time, Paul was 
the foremost target. this time, 
the imprisonment was a very 
gruesome solitary confinement. 
the only person who could get 
access to the Apostle was perhaps 
his beloved physician, Luke.

Despite the shortcomings of the 
early apostles and their failure 
initially to fully grasp god’s plan 
for the entire mankind, god took 
decisive steps to enforce his plan. 
he chose Saul of tarsus, a sworn 
enemy of christ, and used him 
in a mighty manner to preach 
Salvation to the gentiles, in his 
new role as the apostle Paul. 
god also chose an elegant and 
scholarly greek to script that 
story for the benefit of humanity 
at large. Let us be grateful for 
Luke and his valuable ministry 
for the church of christ.

K. P. Luke Vydhian  
retired as General Manager, 

Telecom, Karnataka, and 
lives in Bangalore.
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blue Whale’. We are not 
talking of the big fish in 
the sea. the ‘blue Whale’ 

referred here, is an online game 
that ultimately dares its players to 
act out a death-wish – their own! 
this smartphone game pushes 
the users of this game to carve an 
outline of a blue whale on their 
skin and eventually drives them 
into suicide. that’s one reason 
this game got the name ‘whale’ – a 
fish with suicidal-tendencies that 
is known at times to deliberately 
swim towards beaches only to 
die. if a player refuses to obey 
the ‘dare’ for a dangerous task, 
threats such as, “We will have 
your parents killed…” rapidly 
follow. Yes, people, including 
children and teens world-over, 
are either talking about the blue 
Whale challenge or playing it.

the blue Whale is ultimately 
indicative of a ‘true tale’ – certain 
truths about life – about living 
life with a capital L. only a per-
son deeply disillusioned with life 
would take the lead from games 
such as this and eventually de-
cide to end it. but the bible, god’s 
word in human words, presents 
Satan as the one who comes to 

THE BLUE WHALE  
& THE ONLY CURE

God wants to give you a second chance, like He gave the 
prophet Jonah.

steal, kill and destroy (Jn.10:10). 
it is quite possible that Satan uses 
online games such as the blue 
Whale, gets unsuspecting folks to 
fall in line with his sinister plan 
of destruction. in the bible, we 
read of a demon-influenced man 
‘cutting himself with stones’ – at-
tempting suicide (mk.5:5). Satan 
does not just sow thoughts of sui-
cide inside us. the bible teaches 
that his primary goal is to lead us 
towards fleeting pleasure from 
sin – something that separates 
us from god (isa.59:2) and robs 
us of all lasting joy. ‘Joy’ leav-
ing our lives when ‘sin’ enters 
is not just a fact found in the 
bible (Lam.5:15;Psa.51:12), but 
an experience we all relate to in 
our day-to-day lives. the shot-
put ball of guilt in the heart af-
ter a sin – be it an affair with a 
colleague in the work-place or 
hours of porn-surfing when your 
spouse is asleep – stands testi-
mony to that.

no, we do not read of anyone 
in the bible narrative playing 
the blue Whale game. but we do 
read of some folk who ended up 
committing suicide. the circum-
stances in which they commit-
ted suicide give us key perspec-
tives about why people think of 

DUKE JEYARAJ
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taking their own life. Abimelech 
(Judg.9:54) did not want to be 
killed by a woman, and so he asked 
a young man to kill him instead. We 
see here that pride (the first ever 
sin of the universe, according to 
the bible) cannot give us purpose 
and meaning in life. but tragically, 
it can even be instrumental in the 
finishing of our life.

Let’s move on to Suicide no. 2 
recorded in the bible. While on 
a battle field King Saul feared 
torture by enemy forces as a 
prisoner of war and decided to 
fall onto his sword to finish off his 
life (1Sam.31:4). in his case, panic 
(the result of sin according to the 
bible – gen.3:10), robbed him of 
his desire to live and he sadly chose 
to put a full stop to his own life.

now moving on to suicide story 
number 3 in the biblical records. 
Ahithophel, a professional coun-
sellor to the king, upon discov-
ering that his advice was not fol-
lowed, decided to hang himself 
(2Sam.17:23). he chose to hang, 
instead of a life of having to hang 
his head in shame. however awe-
some a profession is, it cannot give 
that person meaning, purpose, 
lasting joy in life. This I figure out 
from this story.

the next suicide event in the 
bible relates to a servant-turned-
usurper Zimri. his reign was 
short-lived as omni, the com-
mander of the army gathered 
around the place he stayed. in-
stead of owning up his sin of 
usurping the throne, Zimri, set fire 
to the house of the king, where he 

was put up and died as the flames 
enveloped him (1Kgs.16:8-18). 
he committed suicide, unwill-
ing to face the ramifications of 
his sin. even today, people com-
mit suicide being afraid of the 
consequences of their sin. here’s 
the good news: your sin may be 
unprintable, but it can be still 
forgiven (isa.1:18). there may be 
an earthly punishment for it. but 
christ is able to give a place in 
heaven to the worst of sinners, if 
only they would repent and turn 
to him, in faith.

Let’s get into the last story of 
suicide found in the bible, the story 
of Judas the Jesus-betrayer. the 
hole in his heart became bigger 
after receiving a pay for leading 
an arrest party to the place Jesus 
often met with his disciples. this 
suicide story tells me that money 
cannot bring ultimate purpose 
and meaning to life.

this leads me to a well-known 
statement that Jesus made that 
is found recorded in the bible, 
“i have come to give life – life to 
the full” (Jn.10:10). this implies, 
apart from the ‘alone and apart 
from everyone’ Jesus (Jesus said 
he was the only way in Jn.14:6), 
no one can find that paramount 
peace, that supreme serenity, 
that maximum meaning, that 
himalayan happiness.

the apostle Paul, a Jesus-
follower, wrote about the ‘purpose 
in each step’ (1cor.9:26 nLt) that 
Jesus gave him, when he followed 
Jesus through the smooth and 
stormy phases of his life.
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one of Jesus’ names in the bible 
is ‘Author of life’ (Acts 3:15). he 
is also the maker of life (Jn.1:3). 
human life was made for Jesus 
christ (col.1:16-17). When we 
wade though ‘the book of life’s 
journey’ living for Jesus, life 
will become meaningful and 
purposeful!

the same Jesus who said, “i 
have come to give you life,” also 
mentioned that he came to die as 
a ransom for the sins of the world 
(mk.10:45). this was the price he 
had to pay to give us a meaningful 
life – through his cruel death on 
the cross. When Jesus shed his 
precious, sinless blood for us, he 
opened the door for each one of us 
to escape from living an ‘empty’ 
life on this earth (1Pet.1:18).

Jesus rose from the dead. he 
promised to return to judge the 
world. Those who firmly and 
finally reject Jesus, the name of 
the only person who qualifies to 
save humankind by virtue of his 
absolute sinlessness, will live a 
life of ‘living’ hell here and now, 
and go to a literal hell. this the 
bible predicts, a book which has 
never gone wrong when it comes 
to predictions.

As i end, let me narrate a bible 
story that involved a big fish - a 
whale perhaps. A disobedient 
prophet named Jonah ended up 
in the stomach of a fish. It seemed 
all over for him as the digestive 
juices of that fish started working 
on him. but that’s when he cried 
out to god from the belly of that 
‘whale’. god heard his wailing 

from inside of a whale. he was 
rescued miraculously. the whale 
obeyed the order of god to spit him 
out. then the word of god came to 
Jonah the second time (Jon.3:1)!

the god of the bible wants to 
give you a second opportunity! 
have you been fooled into thinking 
by the blue Whale challenge or 
any other life challenge (a heart-
breaking divorce around the 
corner/a dreaded disease that is 
taking its toll/etc.) that “all is over 
and there is no hope whatsoever, 
therefore the only way ahead is to 
commit suicide”? Don’t buy that 
black lie from the Devil. When 
the Devil speaks, he speaks his 
native language which is telling 
lies (Jn.8:44). god wants to give 
you a second chance, like he gave 
the prophet Jonah. Would you 
turn to him in repentant prayer? 
Would you not turn to christ, 
god-incarnate, who died and rose 
again for your sake, right now?

What exactly should we do 
now? Would you pray this prayer 
with faith? “Dear father in heaven, 
i come to you in Jesus’ name. i turn 
from sin (Lk.13:1-5). i come to 
Jesus in faith (matt.11:28;Jn.1:12). 
i am coming now (2cor.6:2). Please 
forgive me. Please cleanse me. 
from this day on, i will live for you, 
with your Spirit enabling me. i love 
you Jesus. in your name, i pray.”

Duke Jeyaraj  
is the founder of G4 

Mission, a ministry oriented 
to the modern youth.
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but they were fallible and had 
rather big failings of anger and 
discouragement.

Jesus however brought reality 
to (fulfilled) the Law and the 
prophets (matt.5:17). many can 
bring the message of the truth. 
but only a small fraction live 
it out. moses and elijah could 
not tell people to follow them. 
they were chosen by god to be 
bearers of his truth, but they 
were never the example that 
Jesus was, and that is required 
under the new covenant (like 
Paul – 1cor.11:1).

the new covenant (agreement) 
is a ‘follow me’ agreement. the 
new covenant is for those who 
are willing to follow Jesus in 
everything and live a life that 
others can follow as well. So true 
disciples of Jesus do not seek to 
merely bring the message of Jesus; 
they are passionate in being the 
message of Jesus.

that is why we do not need 
a special ministry position. We 
all have 24 hours every day. 
And in our daily trials, we have 
opportunities to be the message 
of Jesus in his kindness, his love, 

the development of Peter 
as a disciple continues 
in matthew 17:1-9 

where Jesus is transfigured. His 
garments are radiantly white, 
and elijah and moses join him. 
in shock, Peter cries out, “rabbi, 
it is good for us to be here; let us 
make three tabernacles, one for 
You, and one for moses, and one 
for elijah.”

No Place for Tabernacles 
Alongside Jesus

moses represented the Law. 
elijah represented the fearless 
prophets. And now there was 
Jesus who came to fulfil the 
Law. Was this a nice 3-person 
triumvirate? No!

moses brought and taught the 
Law. elijah spoke as a prophet. 
but Jesus alone lived out the Law 
and the prophets. moses and 
elijah were extremely godly and 
used greatly by god. but neither 
of them embodied the Law or 
prophets. they simply asked 
people to live up to that standard 
that god had given them to share. 

THE MAKING OF PETER 
THE DISCIPLE – 8

Disciples must always set Jesus apart.

SANDEEP POONEN



52Light of Life December 2017

his purity, his righteousness, and 
his grace.

godly people embrace the cross 
– because of what’s beyond the 
cross!

in the same story described in 
Luke 9, elijah and moses were 
talking to Jesus about the cross 
and all that Jesus was going to 
accomplish with that (vv.30,31). 
You can imagine moses’ and 
elijah’s excitement. first of all, 
they had the unique opportunity 
to talk with god face to face. And 
the father had sent them to talk 
with christ about the unspeakably 
bright future that was on the 
other side of the death of Jesus.

And this is what Peter got wrong. 
He misunderstood the weight of 
Calvary’s cross.

Yes, three tabernacles of Jesus 
with moses and elijah would 
definitely shut up the Pharisees 
once and for all. but there would 
be a tremendous loss for eternity. 
this short-term validation of 
Jesus here on earth would have 
been disastrous for god’s eternal 
plan. if Jesus didn’t go to the cross, 
billions would have been lost 
without hope, and nobody could 
ever approach god as father. So 
Peter’s suggestion to build three 
tabernacles was a disastrous idea. 
Jesus had to die so that we could 
become the righteousness of god 
(2cor.5:21).

now what about our crosses? 
Do our earthly-bound minds mis-
understand the eternal benefit of 
the afflictions and trials that God 
asks us to go through?

It Is Good for Us To Be Here!

Peter saw moses and elijah and 
a dazzling Jesus. this was heaven 
as far as Peter was concerned. 
how could it ever get more 
magnificent and glorious than 
that?

What about when we are 
at a most amazing christian 
conference/retreat? or, when the 
word of god is being preached 
with a glorious anointing? And, 
what if there’s also glorious 
fellowship with other men and 
women of god? isn’t that the 
perfect setting? Jesus dazzling 
before us, and all of Scripture 
gloriously magnifying Jesus?

is it not right to long for the per-
petual atmosphere of mountain-
top experiences with a dazzling 
Jesus and his saints? Wrong! Peter 
was wrong in this line of thinking 
2000 years ago and we would be 
wrong in this line of thinking to-
day! these ‘mountain top’ experi-
ences are once-in-a-while events 
that are wonderful gifts given to 
us, amidst the normalcy of the 
vast majority of our lives. So, 
while we rejoice and praise god 
for these experiences, it is in fact, 
not good for us to remain there.
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Let me use an analogy to 
illustrate what i mean. ‘Pure 
air’ consists of nitrogen at 78%, 
oxygen at about 21%, with 
mostly rare inert gases making 
up the remaining 1%. So even 
though oxygen is essential for us 
to breathe, it is a relatively small 
part of pure air. And it’s actually 
not good for our air to be all 
oxygen!

god in his wisdom has oxygen 
in a relatively small percentage 
because oxygen makes things 
combustible. the heat of the 
sunlight in an atmosphere of 
oxygen would cause dry wood to 
quickly catch fire and burn non-
stop.

here’s the application for 
our spiritual beings. What 
is the equivalent of the pure 
air for our spiritual beings? 
oxygen can be compared to our 
spiritual activities – things such 
as attending church, service 
opportunities to help others, 
listening to online sermons or 

christian music, etc. So what then 
does the 78% of nitrogen equate 
to? i think it is the normal, day-
to-day circumstances of our lives. 
this is the overall make-up of the 
‘pure air’ that god has given for us 
to breathe for our spiritual lives.

now this is important to 
recognise because we think that 
the air that we need to breathe 
for our spiritual beings should 
consist of at least 78% church, 
service opportunities, listening 
to online sermons or christian 
music, etc. We think that if only 
we could spend most or all of our 
days on this, then we would be 
very spiritual. but we’re wrong – 
that’s not what god has ordained 
in His infinite wisdom.

now, it’s not that all of these 
christian activities are wrong, 
or even unnecessary. no, like 
oxygen, many of these things are 
essential to help us to live holy 
lives. but a christian life spent 
only on spiritual activities is 
highly combustible. We will burn 

(Maybe the “other” 1% are activities that fill in the gaps – like sleep!)
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up spiritually because we will 
become theoreticians and people 
who have not been tested and 
tried. We will burn up spiritually 
and cause the ruin of others as 
well.

god has not meant for our lives 
to be lived in separation from the 
normal world and isolated from 
all temptations. Jesus specifically 
said that he did not ask that the 
disciples be taken out of this 
world (Jn.17:15). it is the normal, 
ordinary activities of our daily 
lives that correspond to the 
nitrogen of pure air. the normal 
monotonous routine of our daily 
activities are the means by which 
god builds us up spiritually, 
primarily by building in us our 
faithfulness (i.e., lives full of 
faith).

This Is My beloved Son

So how are we to live in the 
normalcy of everyday life? And 
how are we to live in the fires 
of trials and afflictions? We as 
christians are not exempt from 
those. but we can live with an 
eternal and unshakable hope if 
we see a revelation of Jesus christ. 
Peter had worshipped Jesus as 
the Son of god, on the boat after 
Jesus had saved him and helped 
him walk on water. but he forgot 
that and needed to be reminded 
of that. god gave him a fresh 

Kingdom  full pg

revelation of Jesus as the messiah 
(matt.16:16).

but Peter had now forgotten the 
special place that Jesus had. Peter 
had already lost sight of what he 
had said just six days earlier – that 
the ‘Son of the Living god’ was in-
finitely superior to all the great-
est of old testament saints put 
together. Peter had just confirmed 
(matt.16:14) that Jesus was not to 
be compared to any of the great-
est old covenant saints. So, how 
on earth could Peter now suggest 
three shrines (tabernacles), and 
thereby somehow equating Jesus 
to moses and elijah? And even if 
Peter was proposing that Jesus 
would have the biggest taber-
nacle, it’s no different. No servant 
is ever comparable to a son. And 
no servant of god should ever be 
compared to the Son of god. this 
was Peter’s mistake. he forgot the 
revelation that he had testified to 
in matthew 16. maybe it was be-
cause he was caught up with the 
fantastic experience – even great-
er than his walking on water. but 
whatever the reason, it was dead 
wrong. Jesus stood separate and 
completely higher from all who 
went before him, and all who 
came after him.
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FAR REACHING FORGIVENESS 

 P. SELVARAJ
forgiveness is a  

good thing. 
both for you and 

for the one who grieved you  
Someway.

Un-forgiveness is not a  
good thing. 

either for you or 
For the one who offended you.

“father, forgive them 
for they know not what they do” 

What an exemplary example 
to follow!

even if you fall short of it a little  
it doesn’t matter. 
Keep graduating 

the goal is divine.

the pathway is not of pine. 
Start forgiving  

See your life up moving.  
forgiveness is a good thing,  

indeed!

Seeking alliance for a Pune based, well educated and family oriented boy 
- mbA, working for mnc  in the hr department, tall (5’9”), fair, handsome, 
a believer, rooted in good christian and family values, aged 28 years. 
Preference for a believer, homely, working girl from a good family and 
with good christian values. 
contact no. 9226230603. Send latest photographs at neelag17@gmail.com.

MATRIMONIAL
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I Chronicles 4:9,10
1. painful past 

Jabez in Hebrews means ‘pain’; ‘trouble’; ‘distress’; sorrow’. It could imply that 
during the birth of Jabez, his mother experienced some kind of…

 Pain, Tragedy, Poverty, Labour pain, Stigma, Handicap, Divorce, Separation, 
Mockery, Distress. 

2. powerful promises
 Jabez knew from the record of God’s dealing with people in the Bible

a) ‘Abram’ means ‘exalted father’ or ‘Father of a few’. God changed his name as 
a promise & called him ‘Abraham’, which means ‘Father of a nation’.

b) Similarly there was a person called ‘Hoshea’ which means ‘Salvation’. But 
changed his name to a new name ‘Joshua’ - means ‘God is my Salvation’.

c) ‘Jacob’ means ‘Deceiver’ & God changed his name to ‘Israel’ meaning ‘Prince 
who prevailed’.

Jeremiah 32:17 
Romans 10:17 says that faith comes by hearing God’s word.
 God’s names are like God’s promises:
 ‘Jesus’ means ‘God is my Saviour.
 ‘Jehovah’ means ‘I am to you what you want me to be.’
 ‘Jehovah-Shalom’ means ‘God is my Peace.’
 ‘Jehovah-Jireh’ means ‘God is my provider.’
 ‘Jehovah-Rapha’ means ‘God is my healer.’
 ‘Jehovah-Rohi’ means ‘God is my shepherd.’
 ‘Emmanuel’ means ‘God is with us.’

So Jabez knew the powerful promises of God. 
3. passionate prayer 
 Jabez changed his destiny by calling upon God. And he made a passionate plea.
 Jeremiah 33:3; John 10:10
 You can be free of pain.
 You can change your destiny.
 Only call upon God. Today.

HOW TO CHANGE  
YOUR DESTINY

Sermon Outline 

STANLEY MEHTA
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Psalms 107 to 119 
New International Version (IBS) or Zondervan 

All clues are repetition of the verse or part of it.

 J. FREDRIC DAWSon

Crossword Puzzle 45 

All clues are repetition of the verse or part of it.

Send in your answers with bible references by e-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, to 
reach Light of Life, Post box 4576, 21-YmcA road, mumbai central, mumbai 400008, not later 
than December 5, 2017. Please indicate your name, address and Light of Life Subscription 
number while sending the answers. 

Clues Across:

1. For they had rebelled against the words 
of God and despised the ……… of the 
Most High. (ch           v       )

4. My accusers will be clothed with disgrace 
and wrapped in shame …in a cloak.  
\(ch       v     )

7. I love the Lord, for he heard my voice; he 
heard my cry for ……… (ch         v       )

8. You are a priest for ever, in the ………. of 
Melchizedek. (ch         v      )

10. In my ………I cried to the Lord, and he 
answered by setting me free. (ch   v      )

12. I ….. in the path of your commands, for 
you have set my heart free. (ch       v     )

14. I have chosen the way of truth; I have …. 
my heart on your laws. (ch          v      )

15. My soul …….. with longing for your 
salvation. (word used in singular)  
(ch         v      )

1 2 3 4 5
6

7 8
9

10 11 12
13

14 15

16 17 18

19

16. This has been my practice; I …….. your 
precepts. (ch         v       )

18. Praise, O servants of the Lord, praise the 
……. of the Lord. ( ch         v      )

19. I obey your …………., for I love them 
greatly. (ch        v    )

Clues down:

1. The Lord is gracious and righteous; Our 
God is full of …………. (ch          v     )

2. They are steadfast for ever and ever, done 
in faithfulness and ………(ch         v     )

3. Let the redeemed of the Lord … this - 
those he redeemed from the hand of the 
foe. (ch     v   )

5. My soul is weary with sorrow; …….. me 
according to your word. (ch        v      )

6. Great ….. the works of the Lord; they 
are pondered by all who delight in them.  
(ch        v     )
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9. For great is His love towards …, and the 
faithfulness of the Lord endures for ever. 
(ch    v   )

11. Some sat in darkness and the deepest 
gloom, prisoners in …… chains.  
(ch        v      )

13. They have mouths but …….. speak, eyes 
but they …….. see. ( ch          v        )

17. It is time for you to …., O Lord; your law is 
being broken.   (ch             v          )

Clues Across:
1. embroidered (45:14)    
6. enthroned (55:19)   
8. lies (55:11)   
10. Soul (42:1) 
12. sale (44:12)            
13. Deceit (50:19)
14. No (58:2)       
16. Feet (47:3)
19. generations (61:6)
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Answers to Crossword 43 (psalms 42 to 72)
Clues Down:
1. everlasting (52:5)      
2. Bathe (58:10)        
3. Ivory (45:8) 
4. Eye (66:7) 
5. desolations (46:8)      
7. Drove (44:2)         
9. Seen (48:8)       
11. Reject (44:23)
15. own (50:20)         
17. Two (62:11)
18. Or (49:7)
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Don’t Waste Their Mistakes... Learn from Them

THE MAN WHO WAS UNHOLY 
IN THE MIDST OF HOLINESS

 VIJAY THANGIAH

CHARACTER 
STUDy

BACKGROUND

The confidential servant of Elisha. Various words are used 
to denote his relation to his master. he is generally called 
elisha’s ‘boy’ (na`ar), servant or personal attendant; he 
calls himself (5:25) his master’s servant or slave (`ebhedh). 
gehazi’s name, ‘valley of vision’, is appropriate enough if we 

think of what he saw as to the nature of wicked men when the prophet 
opened his eyes. But when we look at his life we find that Gehazi was near, 
yet far distant from all that was pure and beautiful.

this story of gehazi is a sad story, but it is one which happens thousands 
of times every dayin the lives of believers to one degree or another. in 
the story of gehazi we see the process and consequences of greed or 
covetousness which always hinders godliness and godly service.

MAIN LESSONS

1. Gehazi was greatly blessed, but right circumstances 
do not guarantee right conduct. 

gehazi is described as ‘the servant of elisha, the man 
of god’. here is one of the things that makes this story 

so sad, and at the same time a warning to each of us. he was not a man 
without opportunities. As a servant of elisha, he was also a student of 
elisha. he had the privilege of knowing this great man of god. he had the 

CHARACTER:  
GEHAZI

MEANING:   
valley of vision  

PRONUNCIATION: 
gee-HAY-zai 

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
2Kgs 4:12-36;  
5:20-27;8:4, 5
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example of elisha’s life and the message of his lips as a tremendous source 
of instruction, challenge, learning, and motivation for godliness and a life 
of service. Yet he failed to capitalise and grow through this privilege. he 
was familiar with sacred things, yet a stranger to their power. gehazi was 
irreligious amid religion. he lived with good men and had a knowledge of 
God, yet succumbed to the hardening influence of spiritual things.
from this we can learn that opportunity and privilege are no guarantee of 
success. We must take advantage of the opportunities god gives us or we 
lose the blessings and impact of those opportunities. Just being around the 
word and godly examples never guarantee the communication of biblical 
truth, spiritual growth, and personal godliness.
2. Gehazi was not spiritually inclined.

the incredible healing of naaman happened right before gehazi. he saw 
not only the power of god but the actions of his master, who refused to take 
any money from the captain. one would think that would have been more 
than enough to humble him before god and man, but apparently it didn’t. 
it is almost sacrilegious to see gehazi, when he decided to go after naaman, 
saying, “As the Lord lives, i will run after him, and take somewhat of him.” 
by this he demonstrated that he had no clarity or care as to what true 
righteousness was by swearing or bringing the Lord into his lies and 
deception. it is strange that gehazi swears to himself by the living god and 
then goes off to deceive. 
3. Gehazi was covetous.

When naaman had left and begun to make his way back to Syria, gehazi 
was thinking about his master’s decision. it just did not seem fair that 
elisha could let naaman leave without paying any tribute to him. 
this generosity seemed absurd to gehazi. it was a chance which might 
never come again. He did not see any spiritual significance beyond this 
physical event. It did not seem to make any difference to Gehazi to know 
that this miracle had convinced naaman that Jehovah was the one and only 
god.  naaman was now leaving and all gehazi was thinking of was all the 
money and goods that were going with him. 
there are a lot of people who feel that someone who allows religious beliefs, 
convictions or even morality to stand in the way of money or advancement is 
a fool. however, the Lord condemned covetousness (eccl.5:10-11;mk.7:21-
23;col.3:5;1cor.6:10;eph.5:3-5;Lk.12:15). in fact, covetousness was the 
first sin. Eve saw what she couldn’t have. She wanted it and took it.
4. Gehazi was a liar.

He lied first to Naaman. He ran after him and said that Elisha had some 
guests arriving and would need some money and clothing for his guests. As 
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you might expect, naaman was very willing to pay for what he had received. 
he was so grateful that he gave him more than he requested. 
As with most lies, one leads to another and gehazi found himself lying 
to elisha. in fact, as always, gehazi’s lies only worsened the situation 
(Psa.31:18;120:3-4;Prov.6:16-19;12:22;col.3:9).  
5. His probable repentance.

once more gehazi is mentioned (2Kgs.8:1-6) as having been summoned, 
leper though he was, by King Jehoram to give him an account of all the great 
things elisha had done. And when he came to the story of the restoration of 
the Shunammite’s child to life, the woman herself appeared before the king 
along with her son, craving to be reinstated in her house and land of which 
she had been dispossessed during her seven years’ absence from her native 
country in a time of famine. Gehazi testified to the identity of both mother 
and son, with the result that the king at once ordered the restoration not 
only of all her former possessions, but also of all the profits her land had 
yielded during her sojourn in Philistia. 
the appearance and conduct of gehazi on this occasion give some ground for 
the hope that he had repented of his sin and could now be trusted to speak 
the truth; and the pleasure he seemed to take in rehearsing the wonderful 
deeds of a master who, though kind and indulgent to a stranger, was hard 
upon him, may even warrant the belief that in his earlier days there was 
some good thing in him toward his master’s god. Let us hope, that though 
gehazi became a ‘lost leader’, he was yet saved by a true repentance from 
becoming a lost soul. 
And so gehazi fades from history. the sad part of the story is the fact that 
gehazi could have been doing god’s work. he could have learned from 
elisha. he could have been the next major prophet or perhaps a leader and 
teacher in the schools of the prophets. now all he can do is speak about the 
good old days when he worked with the prophet. gehazi could have been 
making history; now all he can do is live in the past.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Why do you think a story like this would have been included 
in the bible for us to study? 

2. imagine the opportunity to serve as an apprentice to 
the prophet Elisha. How did he fail to benefit from these 
opportunities?

3. Analyse aspects of contemporary culture. Which ones interfere with our 
spiritual vision? Which serve as distractions to our divine assignments? 
Which distort our spiritual focus on service? how can christians keep 



63Light of Life December 2017

earthly enticements from sidetracking their spiritual development and 
servant focus? What consequences result from failing to serve?

4. What examples, from either biblical or nonbiblical history, can you 
think of in which money led to someone’s ruin? how can we learn to 
protect ourselves from what can be a very dangerous temptation?

APPLICATION QUESTIONS

3. How does greed and financial gain influence the church and its 
membership today? What dangers are inherent in the belief that 
divine blessings and powers can be purchased with money? (note also 
the story of Simon in Acts 8:12–24.) How may trusting our financial 
investments dilute our need to trust god?

4. What are some of the warning signs that money or the pursuit of it is 
taking the place of god in our lives? how can we learn to use money 
and not let it use us?

MEMORY VERSE

1Tim.6:6. “but godliness with contentment is great 
gain.”(niV)

PRAYER 

Lord Jesus, i pray that You will keep me contented with 
what You have given me. Let me never be greedy for more 
and be led away from You. Amen.

1. gehazi was with elisha, but still did not learn the things 
that matter most. the disciples of Jesus were with him 
for 3 years, yet they were not willing to go out as his 
ambassadors. Why?

2. What was the price Gehazi paid for his selfishness? 
Was this sentence fair?

Vijay Thangiah 
 is a Bible Teachers and the 
former National Executive 
Director of India Youth For 

Christ.
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After two days of just lying 
there in pain, some workers 
found her and put her on a 
makeshift cot and loaded her 
into their jeep and drove 150 
miles over deep rutted roads 
to find a doctor who could 
set the broken bones. But the 
very bumpy ride damaged 
her bones so badly that her 
hip never completely healed. 
He says, “I visited my mother 
in her mud-covered hut 
several weeks after all of this 
happened. I watched as she 
took two bamboo crutches 
that she had made herself, 
and moved from one place 
to another with her feet just 
dragging behind because 
she had lost all feeling in 
them.” He says, “At age 75, 
with a broken hip, unable 
to stand on her own two 
legs, I thought that I made a 
pretty intelligent suggestion. 
I suggested that she retire.” 
He says, “She turned around 
and looked at me and said, 
‘What value is that? If we try 
to preserve this body just a 
few more years and it is not 
being used for God, of what 
value is that?’ So she kept on 
working. She kept on riding 
her donkey to villages until 
she was 93 years old... And 
she continued to tell people 
about Jesus Christ until she 
died at age 95.”

5. Caleb experienced what God 
had promised!

 He climbed the mountains 
and he defeated the giants 
– he claimed his possession. 
The name of the place Caleb 
inherited used to be called 
Kirjatharba (city of the four 
giants). Now it was named 
Hebron (seat of association 
or fellowship). Caleb refused 
to quit until he had obtained 
everything the Lord had for 
him! He refused to stop until 
he had obtained that place of 
fellowship with God.

 Where are you in your 
personal walk with the 
Lord? Have you entered into 
your victory, or are you still 
wandering around in the 
wilderness struggling day 
to day? God has a place of 
peace and power for you, but 
you must be willing to claim 
your possession. It isn’t for 
the faint-hearted, but it is for 
the faith-hearted. 

 Half-hearted Christians are 
faint-hearted Christians, and 
they never learn to conquer 
the giants in their lives.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.
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“You are rich, because you have clothes to change”, a tribe 
man, who had no clothes to change, once told a missionary.

A friend of mine once said, “You see this jacket! Our mom first 
used it. Then my older sister wore it for years. Now I have been 
wearing it! It is still good! I know this is God’s doing. He cares 
for us.” – Angwazah.

Let us  
Donate clothes…

friend, we are 
organising the purchase 
of winter blankets for 
gifting to some of the 
poorest villages just like 
we have done last year. it 
was highly appreciated.

You are invited to participate in this act of giving by:-
1. Donating new clothes. 2. Donating finance to buy blankets/ 

warm clothes.
Please contact Pastor Aphu A ngwazah, for details, at: 

youclothedme@rediffmail.com  
07642920071 / 9436698477

new clothes parcel can be 
kindly sent to: 

bAnSoL trADing,   
c/o. Satishkumar Agarwal, 

Dm LohiA roAD, tinSUKiA,  
ASSAm. 786125. 
thank you. Let us  

be a blessing today!
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it’s new Year’s eve – 1999! 
Snehal is at the gateway 
of india as the countdown 

begins into 2000 – ten, nine, 
eight. Snehal is now adjusting 
her camera so that she can take a 
picture of the revelry around the 
imposing monument at midnight. 
the light seems to be too low 
so she quickly makes a change 
in the setting and she hears 
three, two, one, and her camera 
goes ‘flash’. As she looks at the 
picture another thought flashes 
through her mind – she actually 
missed it! Yes, she did get the 
picture at midnight but she could 
not experience that moment 
which happens only once every 
thousand years. her attention 
was so much on the camera that 
she entirely missed enjoying the 
energy of the moment – the noise, 
the excitement, the shouts, the 
joy on the faces and even some 
of the firecrackers. The irony of 
it all was that what she shot at 
midnight was available even 15 
minutes later!

Picture Perfect

our obsession with capturing 
our experiences in the two 
dimensions of a picture seems 
to be taking its toll. Phone 
manufacturers are extremely 
focussed on the cameras on cell 
phones – because consumers 
are mostly interested only in 
it. they no longer ask, or even 
consider the call quality of their 
devices; but are more interested 
in the quality of their cameras. 
It’s all about the front (selfie) 
camera, the back camera, the 
twin camera and now the bothie 
camera. everyone is, at every 
given opportunity, trying to 
capture ‘that’ experience.

cameras paired with social 
media takes this discussion to 
another plane entirely. People 
are not just recording their 
experiences to re-live it at later 
periods of their life, but more to 
share it with others: “oh, have you 
seen me at exotic Vienna? And, 
what about me partying at the 
nightingale corner? i’ve posted 
selfies on my Facebook page – 
many from Vienna and also a few 
from the nightingale corner. And, 
i did not forget to post a few on 

WoRD AnD 
THE WoRLD

CHERISH THE MOMENT

W
oR

D AnD THE WoRLD

CYRIL GEORGESON
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my WhatsApp updates, instagram 
and even Snapchat.”

Trending

As someone rightly said, “We’re 
so busy trying to live instagram-
worthy lives, we’re not actually 
living our lives at all.” Debra 
fileta is a professional counsellor, 
national speaker, relationship 
expert, and author of True Love 
Dates. She compares what we 
do with our special and intimate 
moments online to social 
pornography. how so? “by taking 
sacred things, and throwing them 
into a not-so-meaningful context.” 
before we hastily react to this 
let’s understand her reasoning. 
She says. “When we look at 
pornography within the context 
of the sexual, it carries the same 
idea. We live in a society in which 
sex has lost so much of its value, 
because it is no longer set apart – 
rather, it’s on display for the world 
to see. in a world where sex is 
blatantly bombarding us through 
the internet, entertainment, 
media, and commercialisation – 
the sacred has become ordinary 
in the pursuit of drawing an 
audience.”

now, she explains the analogy 
further, “Sometimes, our approach 
to social media can pave the way 
for the same kind of problem. A 
place where meaningful things 
begin to lose their meaning – 
just to draw an audience. in 

the same way, true intimacy 
and connections can get lost. 
Social media can allow for us to 
‘connect’ with people for the sake 
of connecting rather than for the 
sake of living, gratifying an urge 
inside of us momentarily, thus 
preventing us from experiencing 
true connection and true intimacy 
in its most fulfilling context: real 
life.”

it should make us think about 
how we order our lives. Do we 
really need to express our love 
to our spouse on social media? 
Would that not be better expressed 
in private? Why should we get 
our high on the performance 
of our children in studies or 
extra-curricular activities by 
posting it in the virtual world? 
is that a means of trying to draw 
attention to the great gene pool 
our children have come from? or 
even finding our incompleteness, 
in some measure, fulfilled by the 
achievement of our child?

An Audience Of One

the bible warns us against 
‘throwing pearls to the swine’. 
Don’t let the sacredness of your 
intimacy with your spouse, chil-
dren, parents, siblings be dis-
tracted by social media – which 
now includes WhatsApp sta-
tus updates too. As fileta says, 
“Sometimes, social media be-
comes like a social pornography, 
because it gives us a platform to 
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share some really sacred things, 
some really intimate details, in 
the context of a meaningless at-
mosphere.”

We also need to check 
whether we have reduced our 
relationships to just WhatsApp 
groups or facebook. birthday 
wishes are just a one liner in a 
WhatsApp group/facebook! We 
do not spare even the minimal 
time and effort to send a personal 
WhatsApp message, though this 
should not even be considered 
the minimum. if we really value 
people we should be able to make 
a gargantuan effort to make a 
personal phone call or even visit. 
it is therefore no surprise that, 
though we are connected to so 
many people through various 
social apps, we are lonelier 
than ever. it’s like people who 
freely expose themselves to 
pornography – there is a lot of 

the stuff around but nothing 
satisfying.

John tells us in his gospel that 
Jesus in his earthly life “would 
not entrust himself to humans, 
for he knew all people. he did 
not need any testimony about 
mankind, for he knew what was 
in each person.” he did not need 
a large number of followers, likes 
and retweets to live life to the 
fullest. he knew the ‘likes’ were 
very fickle and would soon turn 
to “crucify him, crucify him.” the 
quicker we free ourselves from 
the clutches of social media and 
seek to live for an audience of 
One the sooner we will find true 
contentment in this life.

Cyril Georgeson  
serves with InterServe 

and resides in Mumbai.

Oby J. Cherian  
is a consultant urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.

(Contd from pg. 69)

likes, dislikes and our inclinations 
and as long as it does not go 
against our love for him and our 
neighbour we don’t have to be 
afraid he will be displeased. 

the world and even the 
religious people in it want us to 
conform. to be a non-conformist 
will cause us doubts at times. but 
if we are abiding in his love we 
can go ahead with confidence.

“i’ve loved you the way my 
father has loved me. make 
yourselves at home in my love” 
(Jn.15:9 mSg).

TRANSfORMED BY HIS LOVE
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S. 
No.

Course Duration Min. 
Qualification

1. master of Divinity 
(m.Div.)

3 Years (including
4  months internship)

University 
Degree

2. master of Divinity 
(m.Div.) 2 Years

b.th graduates 
with experience 

in ministry

3. bachelor of 
theology (b.th.)

3 Years 12th Std.

4. Diploma in theology 
(Dip.theo)

2 Years 10th Std.

5. Certificate in 
theology (c.th)

1 Year 10th Std.

All applicants must:

	have a personal experience of the Lord Jesus christ as their 
Saviour and Lord.

	have a personal calling for ministry.

	have a working knowledge of english language.

other requirements for admission, fees structure, course details, 
prospectus and application form are available on the website  

www.jmbc.ac.in. Kindly send your completed application form 
along with a DD/mo for rs. 100/- as processing fee (payable at 

chennai, in favour of Jubilee Memorial Bible College) to

the Academic Dean, 
Jubilee memorial bible college, 31, bible college main road, 

Urappakkam P.o., Kanchipuram Dist., chennai, tamil nadu-603 210 
e-mail: academic.dean@jmbc.ac.in 
mobile: 8122247073, 9941801711

(An Accredited member of Asia theological Association)

Course Offer - C.Th. Dip.Theo. B.Th. M.Div. 

Applications are invited for the courses commencing in June 2018.

JUBILEE MEMORIAL BIBLE COLLEGE
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Do not conform to the 
pattern of this world, 
but be transformed 

by the renewing of your mind. 
then you will be able to test and 
approve what god’s will is—his 
good, pleasing and perfect will” 
(rom.12:2).

i know a friend who was 
looking for guidance about a 
particular course of action. he 
prayed that the Lord would show 
him in some way before the end 
of two days. The first day crept 
by and so did most of the second. 
Dinner was over and he went 
over to a friend’s house for a 
time of fellowship. that is when 
the answer came and it was not 
what he expected. he wanted a 
clear cut ‘yes’ or ‘no’ answer but 
what he got was something very 
different. As he sat in his friend’s 
drawing room his eye fell on a 
framed picture and underneath 
was a verse. As soon as he read 
it he knew that was the word of 
the Lord for him. this is what it 
said, “i have loved you with an 
everlasting love” (Jer.31:3).

it took him a while to understand 
what the Lord was trying to say. 
i think this is what the Lord was 
trying to tell my friend. “Son, you 
want to do it, go ahead, i am here 
for you. if you don’t want to do 
it, that is also fine. I cannot take 
every decision for you because 
i don’t want you as a robot or 
even as a slave. i want you as a 
son and sons need to learn to 
take decisions. remember that i 
will always love you. Keep that in 
mind when you live your life and 
take your decisions. choose with 
peace in your heart; not because 
you are afraid, but because you 
are free!”

A few years ago i asked a senior 
friend about a project which i 
thought may be too unspiritual 
for the Lord to bless. his response 
was this. “Suppose a son were 
to ask his earthly father about a 
choice. What would the father 
say? Would it surprise us if the 
father asked him, ‘Son, what 
would you like to do?’”

So let us remember that the 
Lord is concerned about our 

noTES ALonG 
THE JoURnEy

TRANSFORMED BY  
HIS LOVE

OBY CHERIAN

(Contd on pg. 67)
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Requires-

Vice-PrinciPAL
Pgt- AccoUntAncY & bUSineSS StUDieS, 

mAthemAticS, PhYSicS, chemiStrY, biLogY, 
engLiSh & PhYSicAL eDUcAtion ( mALe AnD 

FEMALE can be filled in JANUARY’18)
tgt’S- engLiSh, Science AnD SociAL Science.

Prt’S: engLiSh AnD eVS.
Kg teAcherS.

AccoUntAnt With the KnoWLeDge of tALLY 
AnD other office WorK

Attractive salary, ePf & other facilities as per 
rules. fluency in english is a must for all posts.

Candidates should have TET/CTET pass certificate. 
Accommodation will be provided to outstation 

teachers.
contact :05442-282229/282923 

 mobile no.- 9935924760

e-mail id. 
-principal@actskcs.in,  

yesuratnam_principal@yahoo.com

NOTE: I personally advise those who wish to come 
to North India and work for the Lord to take this 
opportunity and come to North India Principal  

KACHHAWA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL, 
Kachhawa, Mirzapur-231501
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Nexus Between Missionaries, 
Naxals?

(DNA): the extremist militant 
hindu youth wing of the Vishwa 
hindu Parishad (VhP), the bajrang 
Dal, would censure islamist Jihad, 
church, naxalism, and the ‘left-lib-
eral anti-hindu intellectuals’ or the 
‘secular mafia’ at its next national 
convention in bhopal.

Apart from these, the saffron 
outfit would pass a resolution to 
press the centre to bring in a law 
for building the ram temple and 
protect gaurakshaks. top sources 
in the VhP said that four resolu-
tions – on the temple, internal se-
curity, national harmony and cow 
protection – would be passed at 
the upcoming national meet of the 
bajrang Dal to push for ‘national 
aspirations’.

While the resolutions are in the 
final phases of drafting, the one on 
internal security would call into 
question, apart from islamist ter-
rorism, the ‘anti-national’ roles 
being played by christian mis-
sionaries and the church in india, 
the threat to national security by 
‘disruptive’ ideologies such as nax-
alism and the selective outrage of 
left-liberal intellectuals.

“While jihadi terrorism is the 
immediate enemy, missionary 
activities of the church, too, are 

damaging the fabric of the nation. 
the church is not only spreading 
disruptive anti-hindu propaganda 
in the north-eastern states, the 
nexus between naxalism and the 
church has also been unveiled sev-
eral times.”

Kidnapping for Conversion

(IE): two christians were arrested 
from indore after being accused 
by right-wing organisations of kid-
napping six minor children and 
taking them to mumbai for conver-
sion. the government railway Po-
lice took into custody Anita Joseph 
and Amrit Kumar, and sent the six 
children to childline. the inspec-
tor said the police were informed 
by hindu organisations that some 
children were being taken to mum-
bai by the Awantika express by a 
group of christians.

Anita and Amrit were booked 
under iPc for kidnapping and the 
madhya Pradesh freedom of re-
ligion Act. the police said the ac-
cused and the children lived in a 
christian colony in indore. Amrit 
Kumar told the police that the chil-
dren were being taken to attend a 
prayer meeting. the police admit-
ted that parents of some children 
knew about the journey and had 
come to drop them.

Dip In Christian Population

(TOI): migration is leading to 
a significant dip in Christian 
population in Kerala, and studies 
have indicated their share may 
come down from the current level 

News
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of 17 to 10% by 2030, according to 
a study.

the study said christians have 
been finding it easy to get citizenship 
in european countries and the US. 
migration and low fertility rate have 
contributed to the slide in christian 
population in State.

Dalit Author Accused Of Christian 
Agenda

(CP): Prominent indian writer and 
caste system critic Kancha ilaiah, 
who is facing death threats from 
hindu radicals and possible jail 
time for criticising the selfishness 
of india’s wealthy trading class in 
a book, is denying allegations that 
he has a ‘christian agenda’ behind 
his writing. 

ilaiah is facing threats over a 
claim he made in his 2009 book 
Post Hindu India in which he 
criticised india’s wealthy trading 
caste as being ‘social smugglers’ 
and hoarders of wealth that never 
display generosity toward the 
lower castes and only keep money 
for themselves.

Arunachal Christians Upset

(IE): two months after the bJP-led 
government had announced its de-
cision to set up a separate depart-
ment for protection and preserva-
tion of indigenous faiths and culture 
of the State, the Arunachal christian 
forum (Acf) has asked the govern-
ment to roll back the decision “be-
cause it is clear favour for and pro-
motion of one particular faith.”

“the State government is trying 
to show clear favour to and there-
by promote one particular faith, 
which is gross violation of Article 
27 of the constitution. ours is a 
secular country and the State can-
not promote one particular faith 
by using tax-payers’ money,” the 
forum said.

Nepal: Law Criminalising 
Evangelism

(CP): the President of nepal has 
signed into law legislation that 
makes religious conversion a crime. 
it was reported that religious 
conversion would be punishable 
by up to five years in prison while 
hurting religious sentiments would 
be punishable up to two years in 
prison. the President was urged by 
religious freedom activists not to 
sign the law.

India Adds To Anti-Christian 
Persecution Peaks

(MI): india was among three 
countries rated ‘high to extreme’ 
in persecuting christians. A 
report from Aid to the church in 
need (Acn) says anti-christian 
persecution is “worse than at 
any time in history” and, in many 
cases, genocide and other crimes 
against humanity “now mean that 
the church in core countries and 
regions faces the possibility of 
imminent wipe-out.” besides india, 
egypt and iran were rated ‘high 
to extreme’ in the scale of anti-
christian persecution.
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Tribals Denied food Rations for 
Being Christians

(Asianews): in the village of re-
haladag in Jharkhand, food rations 
have been denied to 13 poor trib-
al families only because they are 
christian. the families in question 
are of Uroon and bhuyian origin 
and converted to christianity. they 
hold the food card granted by the 
State to the deprived persons.

the problems began in Septem-
ber when the villagers asked them 
to pay a ‘tax’ of rs 551 to fund Du-
rga Puja. following their refusal, it 
was decided that christians would 
no longer receive the government 
subsidies they were entitled to un-
der the conditions of their extreme 
indigence.

The official in charge of the 
distribution of food rations said he 
had “received a written order with 
the ban on giving food to those who 
became christian.”

8 Pastors Arrested

(CP): over eight church leaders have 
been arrested since city authori-
ties in the city of bahawalpur in 
Pakistan passed regulation banning 
Sunday worship in house churches. 
they ordered that christians can 
only hold their Sunday prayers in 
church buildings and laid out strict 
guidelines. the rules were created 
after local muslims complained 
about being disturbed by house 
church prayers. it is believed that 
about 1000 christian families live in 
the city.

the new rules cracking down on 
house church prayer also prevent 
churches from being established 
200 meters from any mosque and 
100 meters away from a mus-
lim residential area. Additionally, 
churches are not allowed to use a 
loudspeaker during their Sunday 
services.

We Met In A Hole To Worship

(CP): A north Korean defector 
opened up about the underground 
church he led and the secretive life 
he and other christians had there. 
he also revealed that despite being 
offered freedom for renouncing 
their religion, believers in the 
notorious prison camps refuse to 
do so.

choi Kwanghyuk, who now lives 
in Los Angeles, said that he first 
learned about christianity when 
he went to china to search for food. 
there, he was connected with a 
christian missionary and began 
studying the bible. eventually, he 
started sharing the gospel with 
nine of his friends, and continued 
making trips back and forth to china 
with the aid of the missionary.

“our meeting spot was literally 
underground. in north Korea, we 
dig holes on the ground to store 
Kimchee and potatoes over the 
winter. We meet in this rectangular 
hole and use [a] lantern to study 
the bible. Since we cannot sing out 
loud, we praise by humming the 
hymn.”
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BHARAT SUNDAY SCHOOL
TEXT BOOKS IN HINDI AND ENGLISH

15 booKS in 5 grADeS- (from Age of 4 to 18)- 40 LeSSonS in 
EACH TEXT WITH PICTURES, MODEL QUESTIONS, MISSIONARY 

StorieS; ProVerbS 22:6 teAch A chiLD  
for more info: 

1) evg. L Justus, Kerala Ph. 09446229271 & 04662246537 
 email: justus.lazar@gmail.com website:  www.bharatsundayschool.

org 
2) bro. John Solomon, mumbai-78 Ph 09892198626 and 08828175047
 email: solomonenterprisesmumbai@gmail.com 
3) Pr. Stephenson, bangalore-43 ph 09972022172 email: library29@

gmail.com 
4) Pr. Philip c. chennai-10 Ph 9841039969 
5) Pr. Laurance, hapur, U P, Ph 09410441769 & 07533926729 
 email: laurance2008@gmail.com 
6) evg. Samuel Varghese, bhilai Ph; 09926165393 & 09713300092 
 email: ivysamuel1986@gmail.com 
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O.M. Books .....................................74
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SAIACS ...........................................22

Uclothedme .....................................64

Zion Homestay ................................36



76Light of Life December 2017



77Light of Life December 201777Light of Life

in keeping with the advance of technology and the 
changing reading habits of people, Light of Life brought 
out a digital magazine in the PDf format in 2014. this is 
an exact digital copy of the magazine suitable for large 
computer screens. Since then, it has become evident that a 
large number of readers of digital media prefer to use their 
smartphones for quick reading. We are glad to bring out an 
ad-free, hyperlinked version for such readers in the ePUb 
format. Visit the web site at www.lightoflife-india.com/dm/
dm.html where samples of both versions are available.

the PDf version will be available at the above web 
page for downloading at the beginning of each month. 
Subscribers will be provided with a monthly password for 
opening these files.

the ePUb version will be available from october 2017, 
and will be sent by email to the subscribers each month.

the subscription rate for the PDf version is rs. 200 per 
year and for the ePUb version it is rs. 250 per year. You can 
subscribe by sending the amount by electronic bank transfer 
to the Light of Life savings bank account no. 003601021256 
(ifSc code icic0000036) in the maratha mandir branch of 
icici bank followed by intimating the details by email to 
lightoflife1@rediffmail.com or lightoflife2777@gmail.com

or, you can send the subscription through cheque/DD 
drawn in favour of Light of Life magazine, to 21 YmcA 
road, mumbai central, mumbai 400008. but it is important 
to send your email as well as postal address.

Pass the word around!

Light of Life
DigitAL mAgAZine
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   At the  Light of Life
                                                      Bookshop

December 1st to 22nd, 2017 
January 1st to 31st, 2018 

LOL’s Big SaLe !!!

Address:
Light of Life Bookshop, 21 YMCA Road

Near Maratha Mandir, Opp. YMCA International House 
Bombay Central, Mumbai – 400008

Tel: 022- 23076941 / 23095656
Email: lightoflife1@rediffmail.com / lightoflife2777@gmail.com

Take Advantage of the Attractive Discounts Offered

ACDs/DVDs/MP3 
CDs, Bibles & BooksDiscount 

up to 60% 

Also Available:
Devotionals

Our Daily Bread
Every Day With Jesus

2018 Calanders
Gift Items, etc.

We are open Monday to Friday, 9:30 am to 5:30 pm
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LIGHT OF LIFE 80 MARCH 2016

FEBRUARY 28, 2016

Reg. No. MCW/130/2015-2017

LIGHT OF LIFE 80 MARCH 2016

FEBRUARY 28, 2016

Reg. No. MCW/130/2015-2017

LIGHT OF LIFE 80 MARCH 2016

FEBRUARY 28, 2016

Reg. No. MCW/130/2015-2017

LIGHT OF LIFE 80 MARCH 2016

FEBRUARY 28, 2016

Reg. No. MCW/130/2015-2017Reg. No. MCW/130/2015-2017

NOveMBeR 28, 2017

LIGHT OF LIFE 80 MARCH 2016

FEBRUARY 28, 2016

Reg. No. MCW/130/2015-2017
preceding month


