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YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Rich & Blessed
Praise the Lord, dear brother 

in Christ. I am enjoying reading 
your magazine, Light of Life. The 
September 2015 issue was very 
meaningful and clear about the 
issue of prophets and prophecy 
in the editorial by Jacob Ninan. 
Question & Answer column was 
also very blessed one. The entire 
magazine is so rich and blessed 
in its values and message.

The October 2015 issue was 
also very helpful and consisted 
many thought provoking articles. 
Thanks for the good magazine.

Dhaivadheen Revelly 
(by email)

Appreciate The Article
Thank you for the Light of Life, 

sent regularly. All the articles are 
very nice. I specially appreciate 
the article of Susan, 1st year law 
student, in the June 2015 issue. 
She has written like a theology 
student.

Elizabeth Arthur, 
Vellore.

Excellent Write Up
Thanks for the excellent article, 

“Neither tired nor retired” by 
J.N. Manokaran in the Light 
of Life October 2015 issue. It is 
an excellent write up on the 
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possible ministries of old people 
by God’s people. Thanks to the 
writer and the editors of Light of 
Life. Keep up the good ministry!

Nabin C. Singha, Cachar, 
Assam

Fortunate To Receive The 
Magazine

It is a blessed thing for me to 
approach you through this small 
prayerful letter. I am fortunate 
to receive a copy of the Light 
of Life magazine through one 
of my well-wishers. It contains 
several spiritual articles and is a 
marvellous thing for me.

I wish to be a permanent 
subscriber of the magazine. 

Please send me the subscription 
details.

Rueben Garlapatti, Ponnur, 
Andhra Pradesh

Useful for Enlightenment 
I heard about your magazine, 

Light of Life, since a long time. I 
could also go through some of 
the articles therein. They were 
very wonderful. They are really 
useful to getting enlightened 
and they energise our spiritual 
growth.

Therefore, I kindly request you 
to send your magazine to my 
postal address. Thanking you,

T. Jacob  Jeyaprakash,   
Madurai, TN.
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THE FAILURE OF THE INTELLECTUALS

By ‘intellectuals’ I mean 
those whom God 
has endowed with a 

special capacity to think about 
things objectively, understand 
and analyse them, and come to 
conclusions. Everybody does 
these things, but intellectuals 
are those who have a special 
strength in this area. Just as 
other talents and gifts that God 
has distributed among people, 
which make each of them a 
special type of a person, this 
particular ability also makes 
these people different from 
others whose special gift is 
something else. Though in the 
specific area of intelligence these 
people have something more 
than the others, it does not make 
them superior to the others in 
an overall sense because they 
may lack abilities which others 
have. There are many other 
areas where the others are more 
capable. So we are not discussing 
intellectuals as if they are some 
superior people, but as those 

whose special gifts are in the 
intellectual area.

There are some Christians who 
notice some special difficulties 
which intellectuals face and 
therefore warn everyone against 
using their intellect. They hold 
that only faith is required in 
the spiritual life and to bring 
in intellectualism is to bring in 
human wisdom. They warn that 
reason is the enemy of faith and 
emphasise that the Christian’s 
calling is to walk by faith and not 
by sight. The implication is that 
faith and reason cannot coexist 
or they are not compatible with 
each other. There are reasons 
for this apprehension, and that 
is something we would like to 
examine here. But intelligence 
and the ability to reason are things 
that are given by God. It is one of 
the areas in which we are made 
in the image of God because He 
too thinks  objectively, reasons, 
understands, analyses and 
comes to conclusions. Therefore, 
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we must not ‘throw out the baby 
along with the bathwater’, as 
they say, meaning we must not 
oppose intellectuals altogether 
just because there are some 
possible dangers there. While we 
should stay away from misusing 
these abilities, we should not 
neglect their use either.

Many intellectuals find it 
difficult to believe in God 
because they are unable to see 
Him. They want to be able to 
see, touch and handle Him 
before they can acknowledge 
He exists. They do not seem to 
realise how very irrational they 
are in this because what they 
are trying to do is to understand 
and explain the Infinite using 
their finite mind! Also, God 
is a spirit who cannot be seen 
and handled. They are trying 
to explain the unfamiliar using 
what they are familiar with! So 
the first thing they need to do is 
to recognise that they are dealing 
with One who is their Creator 
as well as of the whole universe. 
They cannot know Him by their 
own methods, but they have to 
accept whatever He has chosen 
to reveal of Himself to man.

Most religions of the world 
have come up as a result of 
people using their imagination 
to depict God. Many began to 
worship things they were afraid 
of in their attempt to appease 

them. Many others formed 
concepts about God through 
discussions of philosophy. All 
such attempts fail because of 
their invalid approach, trying to 
define God based on their own 
limited knowledge.

We Christians recognise 
the fact that our faith is not 
based on our own pursuit after 
knowledge, but the result of 
God reaching out to us. The 
ultimate act of God reaching out 
to us was in the form of coming 
down to our world and taking 
our form. As Son of God and 
Son of Man Jesus bridged the 
gap between God and man by 
paying off our ransom with His 
life blood and restoring man’s 
access to God. When we repent 
from our sins and our sinful 
lives and receive this free gift of 
salvation from God, we become 
His children. He gives us a new 
heart and spirit, writes His laws 
upon our heart and begins to 
help us to walk in His ways 
(Ezek.36:27,28).

It is through His written word, 
the Bible, that God mainly re-
veals Himself to man. We hear 
about this salvation and the way 
to experience it through God’s 
word. The Bible reveals God 
to us in a way no other book 
can, because it was inspired by 
God Himself as He used differ-
ent men to write it down. There 



Light of Life 10 December 2015

are many things we can cite to 
prove the divine origin of this 
book, but what seems most con-
vincing to me is the fact that it is 
a living book—it brings us into 
direct contact with God, and we 
get converted, we are encour-
aged, comforted, strengthened, 
guided, taught, corrected and 
rebuked as we meet with God 
through this book.

When we are born again, 
we start going to the Bible for 
our spiritual nourishment, as 
a newborn baby looks for the 
mother’s milk (1Pet.2:2,3). We 
recognise the Bible as our final 
authority as we seek to order our 
lives according to God’s ways. 
We understand God’s wisdom  
and His ways as we study and 
meditate on His word more and 
more. We submit to His ways 
which He has revealed in His 
word, even when we do not 
fully understand it or if it goes 
against public opinion and what 
is politically correct. For us it 
becomes a matter of finding 
out what God wants us to do, 
looking for the answer from His 
word, rather than relying on our 
own understanding.

God speaks to all His children 
through His word. But, by 
granting special intellectual 
abilities to some of His children, 
He has also given them a special 
responsibility in understanding 

the Bible correctly and  explain-
ing it to others.

It is here that many Chris-
tian intellectuals fail. Instead of 
submitting themselves to the 
authority of God’s word, they 
trust in their own intellect. In 
trying to adapt to the changing 
scenario in the world, they set 
aside God’s values, command-
ments and instructions. Instead 
of standing in God’s council 
and passing on His precepts to 
the people (Jer.23:22), they dish 
out what appeals to their own 
style and experience. When they 
come across things they cannot 
understand about God, they ex-
plain Him with their own ideas, 
bringing Him down to their 
level.

For example, instead of 
seeking to understand what  
God would have them to do, 
they make their own clever plans 
and ask for God’s blessings 
on them. As knowledge 
and information tools have 
multiplied, they use the latest 
presentation techniques and 
convince people that God 
is behind their ideas. Some 
frame strategies for making 
bigger ‘sanctuaries’, others 
opt for grand and glamorous 
worship styles with sound, 
light and smoke effects, some 
plan subliminal programming 
to prime the audience, some 
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want holographic projections 
of speakers in several places 
at the same time. As we can 
see by looking around, these 
things leave the audience 
gasping with awe, but people 
actually go away more empty 
than how they came in. We 
must not forget, the church is 
a spiritual organism that needs 
spiritual food and not human 
embellishment.

Some other intellectuals ex-
plain away the miracles in the 
Bible using common concepts 
(which are familiar to them), 
and do not preach God as He is, 
leaving the readers and their au-
dience without any supernatural 
help from God, but only clever 
one-liners or moving stories. 
Some spend time illustrating 
the background of the place and 
culture in their sermon so much 
that they hardly bring anything 
life-changing from the Spirit to 
the foreground.

Some try to make a bridge 
between the Bible and the 
scientific community in order to 
make the Bible more acceptable 
to everybody and end up 
negating or ignoring what God 
says and giving less credence to 
His word.

Is the Bible an old book 
with little more than some 
information for the people of 

today? Some intellectuals seem 
to accept what the ‘experts’ say 
now, even though the Bible says 
something else. Many Christians 
have ‘accepted’ homosexuality 
as a fact of nature because that 
is what people who are up-to-
date with the experts say, even 
though God has something else 
to say about it. Modern thinkers 
abhor the concept of men and 
women as people whom God 
has created with complementary 
roles, but like to think of them 
as ‘equal’ in every way. There 
is no way they can agree with 
women having to submit to 
their husbands as God says in 
His word. To discipline children 
is barbaric, according to expert 
psychologists, even though God 
warns us that we neglect it only 
at our own peril.

Adam and Eve chose to 
walk according to their own 
knowledge of good and evil, 
when they disobeyed God and 
ate from the tree of knowledge 
of good and evil. This use of 
their intellect independent of 
God and placing God’s word 
subject to their acceptance has 
led intellectuals on a path of 
ruin.

Intellectuals or otherwise, 
if we walk humbly before 
God, He will give us the 
knowledge, understanding and 
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fear (respect) for God. “In all 
your ways acknowledge Him, 
and He will make your paths 
straight” (Prov.3:6). We need 
to use our intellect subject to 
God’s authority, and one test 
of whether we submit to His 

Jacob Ninan  
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scient and omnipotent, but also
sovereign, doing whatever He
pleases (Ps.115:3). No one can
control Him or tell Him what He
should do. At the same time He
answers our prayers and acts
according to our request! He
tells us to ask whatever we want,
but answers us if we pray ac-
cording to His will
(Jn.14:13;1Jn.5:14,15).

This mystery of prayer has
puzzled people throughout
times. Some argue that we
need not pray anything be-
cause anyway God will do
what He wants, and others in-
sist that God will do whatever
we ask. Many times we don't
get what God wants us to get
because we don't ask, and at
other times God doesn't an-
swer because we ask wrongly
(Jas.4:2,3). Many times God
gives us what we need even
without our asking (Mt.5:45).
God's truth here has many
sides, and it would not be right
to take one sided views by ne-
glecting the other sides.

Leaders And Servants
In the kingdom of God, the

greatest ones are those who
serve all (Lk.22:24-27)! Jesus
said that in the world leaders
would lord it over the others,
but in His kingdom they would
serve the others
(Matt.20:25,26). For leaders to
serve seems to be a contradic-
tion in idea as well as practice.
When we look around we see
many Christian leaders who do

not seem to have understood
this and who go on lording it
over the others in their pursuit
of the top position.

Equal But Different
When it comes to husbands

and wives, there is equality in
God's eyes (Gal.3:28), yet there
are differences in roles, and
wives are to submit to their
husbands who are their heads
(Eph.5:22,23)! Some men find
it difficult to accept the fact of
equality and consider women
as if they were an inferior cre-
ation. Some women fight for
equality and find it difficult to
think of submitting to their
husbands. Yet both are truths
from God's word. Actually if
husbands love their wives as
Christ loves the church it
makes it easier for their wives
to submit to them, and if the
wives submit, it makes it
easier for the husbands to love
them!

Conclusion
There would be many other

similar examples we can take
from the Bible. But what this
shows us is that we should re-
sist the temptation to make too
much of a truth which we like
without looking to see if there
are other truths we need in or-
der to get a balanced view.

Jacob Ninan enjoys writing,
speaking and counselling.

authority is to see how we 
submit to His written word.

Covenantmatrimonial offers the following:

1. Website www.covenantmatrimonial.com for the Christian bachelors/
spinsters to place their Profiles and also take information from the 
Website.

2. Counseling and Practical guidance (through Panel of experienced Christian 
Leaders) for unmarried people in Churches/Christian institutions and 
Schools, how to handle Career and life before marriage for a suitable 
partner and sustainable Christian life thereafter.

For Organising Counseling camps /placing your details and photos which 
are totally secure in our website, write to :-

Co-Director,
Covenantmatrimonial.com,

Ph:- 01356065550, 09557638273, Email:- cmatinfo2015@gmail.com 
Address:- 99/4 Kishanpur, Rajpur Raod, Dehradun-248001,  

Uttrakhand, India.

 









  



           




       



         









 

 



BELIEVERSWEDDING.COM

A matrimonial website developed exclusively for the Indian Christian community

For all those who are seeking “LIFE PARTNER” (BRIDE/GROOM) (Indians & NRI’s)  
an endeavour of the New Life Fellowship Church

Office:  
No: 84/3, 3rd Floor, UCF Centre, Hennur Main Road, Lingarajapuram, Bangalore 560084 

Phone: 080-65312900/65832788/25482036/7760655061   (Mon-Fri) (10:00 am to 5:00 pm) 
Email: info@believerswedding.com / reachnewlifevoice@gmail.com 

Log on to web site: www.believerswedding.com

(A Christian Concern towards Marriage, Counseling and Network among 
Churches/Institutions and Individuals for Sustainable Christian Growth)

COVENANTMATRIMONIAL.COM



Light of Life 13 December  2015

WHY DO WE CELEBRATE 
CHRISTMAS?

Janet Edwin

It simply boggles the 
human mind to try to 
comprehend the fact that 

the infinite, immortal God came 
one night into our world to live 
with us. How can man with his 
finite, limited knowledge come 
in contact with the ultimate 
reality?

Socrates, the great Greek 
philosopher commented once, 
“Oh, that someone should arise, 
either man or God to show us 
God!’ So also, long time before 
Christ was born, the Persian 
sage, Zoroaster wrote, “God 
will never be known unless He 
reveals Himself in human form.” 
Later John wrote in his gospel, 
“The word was made flesh and 
dwelt among us” (Jn.1:14).

Having made man in His 
own image (Gen1:26,27), God 
wanted to have a personal 
relationship with man. He 
walked and talked with Adam 
in the garden, during his brief 
state of perfection. But Adam’s 
disobedience and corruption 
broke this relationship with God.
Later, when God led Israel out 
of Egypt, He made a covenant 
with them, saying, “I will dwell 

among them and be their 
God.” Moses built a tabernacle 
in which He was expected to 
dwell. Later, Solomon built a 
grand temple for God, realising 
at the same time that God was 
far too great and glorious to 
be contained there. “Will God 
dwell on the earth? Behold, 
the heaven of heavens cannot 
contain Thee, how much less 
this house that I have built 
for Thee” (1Kg.8:27). Isaiah 
wrote,“The Lord is exalted, for 
He dwells on high”(Isa.33:5). 
Nobody ever saw a form 
when God’s presence was 
manifested. The cloud, the ark, 
the tabernacle and the temple 
were only symbols of God’s 
presence. Yet God taught the 
Israelites the important lesson 
that He purposed with the 
humble, sinful men.

When Jesus was born, the 
climax of God’s purpose was 
realised. Prophet Isaiah foretold 
earlier, “Behold, a virgin shall 
be with child and shall bring 
forth a son and they shall call 
His name Emmanuel, which 
being interpreted is, ‘God with 
us’” (Isa.7:14).
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When my son was a kid, he 
used to run to the backyard of 
our house now and then, and 
talk to a troop of ants there. He 
used to tell them,“I love you.I 
won’t stamp on you, but will 
give you plenty to eat.”The ants 
moved on as if they didn’t hear 
him. Then it dawned on him 
that if only he could become an 
ant himself and live with them, 
he could show his love to them! 
So also, to show His love to us, 
God had to clothe Himself in 
human nature and live with us. 
What are the purposes of God’s 
incarnation? John, in his vision, 
says, “I heard a great voice from 
heaven saying, ‘Behold,the tab-
ernacle of God is with men, He 
will dwell with them and they 
will be His people’” (Rev.21:31). 
The incarnation of Jesus, there-
fore, is the fulfilment of God’s 
purpose to dwell with man.

Secondly, God took up the 
human form so that He could 
reveal Himself to man. In the 
Old Testament, the Israelites 
had not seen Him nor had any 
flesh and blood contact with 
Him. But, the coming of Christ 
changed all that. When Philip 
once asked Jesus, “Show us 
God,” Jesus replied, “You are 
looking right at Him” (Jn.14:9).
Jesus revealed only what human 
beings are capable of learning 
about Him. He revealed God’s 
power through the miracles 

He did. He revealed God’s 
omniscience through His special 
knowledge of people and their 
inner thoughts. He revealed the 
holiness of God through His 
sinless character. “Which of you 
convinces me of sin?”He asked 
the Pharisees (Jn.8:46). Above 
everything, He revealed the love 
of God through His ministry 
of love and compassion, by 
offering to die for the sins of 
mankind. “Hereby perceive we 
the love of God,” says John, 
“because He laid down His life 
for us” (1Jn.3:16).

Lastly, God became incarnate 
in Christ to redeem man. “God 
sent His only begotten Son into 
the world,” John wrote, “that 
we might live through Him” 
(1Jn.4:9). It was man’s universal 
corruption and helplessness 
that required the incarnation. 
The problem that God had to 
solve was this, “How could He 
destroy sin without destroying 
the sinner?” The solution lay 
in having God Himself bear 
the penalty of man’s sin, which 
is death. But how can God 
die? Again the solution lay in 
incarnation. By clothing Himself 
in human nature, God could 
bear the cost of man’s sin and 
obtain man’s freedom from the 
effects of his own sinfulness.

Thus, through Christ, God 
has come to dwell with man.
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Through Christ, God has made 
the most complete revelation 
of His character. And through 
Christ, God has redeemed man 
and solved the problem of his 
moral condition. That is why 
we celebrate Christmas and 
worship the all wise, all loving, 

and holy God who came into 
this world on Christmas Day!
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Every Christmas we are 
faced with the question 
of how we need to 

celebrate the festival and what 
things we are allowed to do. 
A look at the celebration of 
festivals, as recorded in the 
Bible, will help us answer these 
questions better.

Old Covenant Festivals
As a part of the Mosaic cov-

enant and law, God gave de-
tailed instructions to the people 
of Israel about the various fes-
tivals which He wanted them 
to celebrate once they settled 
down in the Promised Land. A 
comprehensive list is recorded 
in Leviticus 23. These were to be 
celebrated on appointed days 
and were intended to express 
their gratitude and thanksgiv-
ing to God for all He had done 
for them.

For example, the festival 
of Passover was celebrated 
to remember how God had 
wonderfully led the people of 
Israel from bondage in Egypt. 
All the Israelites gathered at 
the temple at Jerusalem during 
these festivities and offered 
many sacrifices. There were 

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS
Fredric Dawson

The way it is celebrated must bring glory to God

joyous occasions when they 
sang special songs with many 
musical instruments. Such 
assemblies also brought in a 
spiritual oneness among the 
people of Israel. But, in the 
course of time, the Israelites 
did evil in the sight of the Lord. 
They forsook the Lord, the 
God of their forefathers, and 
worshipped various gods of 
the peoples around them. They 
mingled with the local people 
and married their women. At 
the same time, they continued 
to celebrate the various festivals 
ordained by God. God was 
angry with them and severely 
reprimanded them through 
various prophets from time to 
time.

One of the messages brought 
by Isaiah to them was that God 
hated all their festivals as they 
were celebrating the same with 
sin in their lives. Isaiah wrote, 
“Your new moon festivals and 
your appointed feasts, My 
soul hates. They have become 
a burden to me; I am weary of 
bearing them. When you spread 
out your hands in prayer, I will 
hide my eyes from it; even if 
you offer many prayers, I will 
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not listen. Your hands are full of 
blood” (Isa.1:14,15).They did not 
heed God’s warning. Finally, 
God brought punishment on 
them when they were all carried 
away into captivity by their 
enemies, Assyria and Babylon.
As Paul pointed out to the 
Corinthian church, God was 
dealing with His chosen people, 
Israel, and their responses 
are examples for us to set our 
lives in order. “These things 
had happened to 
them as examples 
and were written 
down as warnings 
for us on whom 
the fulfilment of 
the ages has come” 
(1Cor.10:14).

New Covenant Festivals
With the old Mosaic covenant 

having been set aside and the 
new covenant of Jesus Christ 
established (Heb.7:18;10:9), it 
is obvious that none of these 
feasts/festivals with all their 
animal sacrifices are to be 
celebrated by the believers in 
Jesus Christ. Except for the 
celebration of the breaking 
of bread/Holy Communion 
as a group of believers, i.e., 
the local church, God has 
not asked the children of His 
kingdom to observe any other 
feast/festival under the new 
covenant. 

However, writing to the 
church at Rome about dealing 
with strong and weak believers 
in Christ, Paul asked the 
believers to accept him who is 
weak in faith without passing 
any judgment on disputable 
matters (Rom.14:1). One such 
disputable item concerned 
considering some days as sacred 
over other days. He writes, “One 
man considers one day more 
sacred than another; another 

man considers 
every day alike. 
Each one should be 
fully convinced in 
his own mind. He 
who regards one 
day special does 
so to the Lord, for 

he gives thanks to God. For 
none of us lives to himself alone 
and none of us dies to himself 
alone. For if we live, we live to 
the Lord; if we die, we die to 
the Lord. So, whether we live 
or die, we belong to the Lord” 
(Rom.14:5-8). Paul asks them 
not to judge others or not to 
look down upon others for what 
they are doing (Rom.14:10). 
He further adds that each one 
of us will give an account of 
himself to God (Rom.14:11). It 
is against this background that 
many Christian groups observe 
special days, i.e., eventful days 
such as the day of birth, death 
and resurrection of the Lord 

Living a lifestyle to 
which we are called is 
a precondition to the 

observance of any festival 
to remember God’s love 

and faithfulness.



Light of Life 18 December 2015

Jesus Christ as Christmas, 
Easter, Good Friday, etc. There 
are also a few Christian groups 
who do not observe any festival, 
including Christmas.It is up to 
the person/group concerned to 
be convinced about the need or 
otherwise of doing so, for which 
he is accountable to God. But 
other believers should not judge 
them on that score.

Celebrations Of Festivals
The important point that we 

should always remember in the 
celebrations of these festivals is 
that such celebrations should be 
consistent with the principles, 
ethos and ethics of His king-
dom. They should not be made 
in a manner which would invite 
the wrath of God, like the Isra-
elites. They lived in sin and yet 
were trying to please God by 
observing the festivals. Living a 
lifestyle to which we are called 
is a precondition to the obser-
vance of any festival to remem-
ber God’s love and faithfulness. 
Those who celebrate these festi-
vals should follow principles so 
that they are accepted by God.
1. Such celebrations should 

bring glory to God. Believers 
live this life for God’s glory 
and this also applies to how 
they celebrate these festivals.
All that we do during these 
festivities should ultimately 
be aimed at bringing glory 

to God. But, unfortunately, 
this is not what we do.When 
I happened to visit a friend 
of mine on a Navaratri day, 
when they keep ‘Golu” 
(doll gods), my friend’s 
wife enthusiastically told 
me that she has kept my 
Christian God also in 
the ‘Golu’ and promptly 
showed me the doll of 
a Christmas father! She 
must have been impressed 
only by the Christmas 
father, whom we exalt 
during Christmas, that she 
thought it was a god of 
the Christians. In all our 
celebrations, we should not 
forget that it is Jesus and 
Jesus alone whom we have 
to exalt and not Santaclaus, 
Easter eggs or reindeers. 
We are answerable to God 
for all that we do in these 
celebrations (Rom.14:12).

2. Paul says, “Whatever you do, 
whether in word or deed,do 
it all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God, 
the Father through Him” 
(Phil.3:17). This general 
exhortation applies to our 
celebrations of festivals 
as well. An occasion like 
Christmas, commemorating 
the birth of Jesus, is best 
fitted to offer our heart-felt 
thanks to God the Father, 
for God sent His Son to this 
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world to save us from our 
sins and give us eternal life.

3. The manner in which we 
celebrate such festivals 
should be in conformity 
with the general lifestyle we 
as believers are called upon 
to lead in this life. The grace 
of God teaches us to live self-
controlled, quiet, upright and 
godly lives, not indulging in 
acts of sinful nature such as 
sexual immorality, impurity, 
debauchery, idolatry, glut-
tony, drunkenness, orgies, 
etc. Unfortunately, the way 
we celebrate Christmas leaves 
much to be desired. We are 
carried away by the excessive 
consumerism and get caught 
up in a whirlwind of needless 
buying and spending during 
such days. The pomp and 
extravagance with which 
we decorate our streets, 
public places, malls, etc., 
during the Christmas season 
serves only as advertisement 
for various products. We 
take part in lavish dancing 

parties, indulge in drinking 
and go in for ultra-luxurious 
dinners which exhibit only 
our opulent and flamboyant 
lifestyle. All our revelry tends 
to be contrary to the spirit 
of humility and lowliness 
associated with Christmas. 

 As we approach another 
Christmas season, let us 
pause and ponder over the 
manner in which we plan 
to celebrate this Christmas. 
God forbid that we invite 
His wrath on us.

J. Fredric Dawson  
is a retired railway 

engineer, residing in 
Chennai.
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Hear the bells, of Bethlehem 
Ring out, on Christmas day 
Unto you is born a Saviour 
Baby Jesus in a stable lay.

Shepherds, plain and simple folk 
Rejoiced, as angels joyfully sang, 
Three wise men came from the east 
Following the star brightly hung.

Joyous Christmas
Here we may all, suppliant come 
No pomp, but simplicity divine 
Jesus Christ, the Lord is born today 
Glorious Redeemer, make us Thine.

Hope, Life, Truth, the Way 
Is Jesus Christ, the Wondrous Lord 
Immeasurable glory of Eternal Light 
Son of God, the Living Word.

Sandip Mahanty

Jesus Christ is born in Bethlehem
There is melody and praise in every place
Not a cloud in the sky, not a tear, nor a sigh,
The day of Christ is such a glorious day
Every man and woman, shout and sing
God incarnate came from heav’n to set us free
Now’s the time to proclaim the tidings of joy
The Saviour of the world is born today.

He is the Saviour of the world
Looking down on creation
And the only Son of God with power and love
Brought salvation so free, to the helpless mankind
He is coming back to earth once again.

Jesus left His glorious throne above,
To be born in a mere human form so meek
Not a crown on His brow
But was laid in a stall
Extend your invitation to the King
Wise men from the East did bring Him gifts
Gold and myrrh and frankincense with reverence
And the shepherds with angelic messages came 
Which are chanted round the world from age to age.

Rhoda Grace Andrew

Saviour of the World is Born
POEMS
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In 1988, “Don’t worry, be 
happy” was the theme 
of a hit song. That line 

was from the Parsi godman 
Meher Baba (1894–1969). Most 
godmen and philosophers 
attract a following because they 
claim to have found the formula 
for human happiness. People 
believe that they have the right 
to personal happiness and that 
it overrides everything else. 
This is not a modern tendency. 
It’s been there from the very 
beginning of time.

Time Of Creation
When the Devil tempted Adam 

and Eve, he was suggesting that 
God was preventing them from 
experiencing something that 
would expand their lives. Satan 
told them they could become 
god-like. They knew that God 
was the source of their well-
being and so becoming god-like 
would have been the ultimate 
experience for them. Their hap-
piness wouldn’t depend on God 
anymore. That was what the 
Devil dangled before them.

The attractiveness of the 
temptation was not enough. The  

Devil had to first overcome a 
mental block. The First Couple 
was paying attention and giv-
ing credence to what God had 
said to them. They regarded 
themselves as bound by what 
God had commanded. Satan 
needed to shake them from 
that way of regarding God 
and make them think that they 
didn’t have to stick to whatever 
God had said.

Satan didn’t tell the couple 
that they should just revolt 
against God’s restrictions. That 
would have got him nowhere 
with them. So, he asked if they 
were sure that God had said 
that they couldn’t eat the fruits 
in the garden. Of course, God 
had said no such thing. He had 
told them not to eat just the fruit 
from one tree. But by widening 
the scope of his question, he got 
them thinking that they were 
allowed to eat the fruits, and 
he managed to engage them in 
a conversation re-examining 
God’s commandment, where-
as earlier they had accepted it 
without any question or objec-
tion (Gen.3:1-6).

CAN’T WE DO WHATEVER WE 
LIKE?

Kuruvilla Chandy
We need to understand the trap Satan laid for Adam and Eve.
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The questions that had come 
to their minds would have been 
like these, “Did God say that? 
Did God mean that? Have we 
understood what God wants? 
Maybe, it’s just a test to provoke 
us to thought and action.”

If such questions are asked 
when the plain meaning of the 
words God uses to communicate 
with humans is clear, we set 
foot on the road that leads to 
disobedience to God.

Temptations Of Christ
Jesus is the 

‘Last Adam’ and 
‘Second Man’ 
(1 Cor.15:45,47). 
These designations 
tell us that Jesus 
put an end to the 
First Adam and 
started a new line of humans. 
The First Adam had faced the 
temptation by the devil and lost 
the battle. As the Last Adam, 
Jesus had to finish that fight and 
become the victor of the battle 
to capture the human mind and 
soul.

There is similarity to how 
Adam was tempted and how 
Satan tried to delude Jesus. He 
used the same strategy. Adam 
was tempted to become god-
like. Jesus was asked to check 
up if He was really God. Satan 
told Him, “If You are God, 

then be god-like. Why starve? 
Use your power. Show You are 
God. Make sure You are God.” 
The devil was telling Jesus not 
to take God’s revelation as the 
truth in His life.

Satan stepped up the attack and 
told Jesus to see if God’s word 
works. “Has God promised to 
send angels to Your rescue? Can 
You count on God? Shouldn’t 
You check up on promises 
[made centuries ago]?”

Finally, Satan told Jesus not 
to be restricted 
by God’s narrow 
way.  There 
could be another  
way to win the 
world. It didn’t 
have to be God’s 
way which would 

entail suffering and shame for 
Jesus. He could save the world 
without all the physical pain 
and spiritual trauma. There was 
a simpler and easier way.

To overcome these temptations 
Jesus used only one weapon. 
He used the word of God like 
a sword to parry and thrust at 
the devil. He didn’t change His 
tactics with each temptation 
(Matt.4:1-11).

Satan had also not changed 
his tactic of attacking the human 
spirit. With the First Man he had 
managed to shake the man’s 
confidence in what God had 

To overcome these 
temptations Jesus used 

only one weapon. He used 
the word of God like a 

sword to parry and thrust 
at the devil. 
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said. With the Second Man all 
his attempts were to divert Jesus 
from the teachings of the word 
of God. But Satan failed.

Current Tendency
Lots of people think that the 

moral dilemmas of our time are 
new. That is just not true. Road 
rage in its present form wasn’t 
there, but the rich and powerful 
did ride over others without any 
concern that they could maim 
people or even kill them. Sexual 
immorality in all its forms was 
there. Sacrificing the unborn and 
children to ensure the welfare 
and prosperity of adults was 
there. One could go on and on. 
In essence there is nothing new, 
even if immorality appears in 
new forms.

The only difference is that in 
the past most people believed 
in a god or gods, and derived 
their ethical notions from the 
religions that they adhered 
to. Today, around the world, 
many tend to be either agnostic 
[believe it can’t be known if there 
is a god or not] or irreligious 
[regard religion and God as 
not mattering in life]. This is 
especially true among those 
exposed to Western education, 
have an abundance of creature 
comforts and the clutter of 
modern gadgets. They don’t 
feel a need for God and manage 
their lives without reference 

to God. To such people the 
notion of a moral standard is 
unthinkable.

Modern Christians feel a sort 
of peer pressure. They want to 
be acceptable to the ‘in crowd’ 
who are so cool. They resolve 
their moral dilemmas by setting 
aside the word of God. The 
echoes of Satan’s question to 
Adam still sound in human 
hearts. The devil doesn’t even 
have to ask the question now. 
In our generation, the people 
themselves ask, “Did God say 
that? Or, did He say something 
else than what was understood 
earlier?”

Right now, I’m reading a 
book by an ‘Emerging church’ 
theologian. In the chapter on how 
to regard the Bible, he suggests 
that we should not think of the 
Bible as a constitution, but see 
it as a library. While it sounds 
progressive and intellectual, it is 
straightaway apparent where he 
is going with his idea: the Bible 
does not have commands for 
us. Instead, we can study and 
research and come to our own 
conclusions.

This writer goes on to suggest 
that there is progressiveness 
in how God is understood. 
At first, that makes sense to 
us because we compare such 
a view with how humankind 
has progressed in thought and 
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knowledge and inventiveness. 
The problem is that the view 
reduces the Bible to a library 
of materials showing how 
humans discovered God. 
There is no room for divine 
revelation, whereas the bedrock 
of the tenets of our faith is that 
God has spoken definitively 
(2Tim.3:16-17;2Pet.1:20-21).

Though Jesus recognised 
‘the law and the prophets’ as 
constituting the revealed word 
of God, and said, 
“not the smallest 
letter, not the 
least stroke of 
a pen could not 
be” disregarded 
( M a t t . 5 : 1 7 - 1 9 ) , 
the man virtually argues that 
since Jesus Himself is the Word 
of God (Jn.1:1), the earlier 
revelations were not quite the 
word of God. They were only 
a kind of groping in the dark, 
which implies that the light of 
revelation never got through.

Human discovery or divine 
revelation: that is the critical 
question. The answer will 
determine how we look at life—
religious beliefs, moral values 
and conduct, perspectives and 
goals.

Who’s The Judge?
Reflecting on how people were 

challenging the clear teaching 

of God’s word and disobeying 
commandments, James argued 
that every act of disobedience 
constitutes a claim that one 
knows better than God. He also 
said that when people break the 
laws of God, they are acting as 
those who judge the validity of 
laws. He finally asserted that 
only God is the law-giver and 
judge. Humans breaking and 
challenging the law of God may 
think that they have discernment 
enough to exercise judgement 

(Jas.4:11-12).
God has set the 

standard for all 
conduct. There is 
such a thing as a 
given standard 

of morality. We do not live 
in a supermarket of multiple 
choices.

Can’t we do what we want? 
Don’t we have a right to do 
what brings us happiness? 
From Adam onwards, 
whenever people thought that 
they were doing what they 
themselves wanted, they were 
in fact opting for the devil’s 
choice. They have chosen what 
the devil wants.

Kuruvilla Chandy 
is Pastor of the Grace Bible 

Church, Lucknow.

God has set the standard 
for all conduct. There is 
such a thing as a given 
standard of morality. 
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God has only one 
visible, powerful 
representative in this 

world – the church (comprising 
those who have been redeemed 
from sin and united with Christ 
through the Holy Spirit). The 
church has been divinely chosen 
to represent Jesus Christ and His 
kingdom in this world.

Paul visited the island of Crete 
along with young Titus (2:11-15) 
and planted a few local churches 
in that city. The 
spiritual and 
moral condition of 
the people of Crete 
was much like that 
of the people of 
the 21st century – the present 
generation (1:10-12).

Supernatural Appearances
Titus 2:11-13 refer to the two 

distinct appearances of God to 
redeem mankind from sin. The 
first appearance was in a lowly 
manger, in an obscure village 
called Bethlehem, about 2000 
years ago. The second appearance 
is going to be in the clouds in the 
not-too-distant future.

God’s first appearance was as a 
human being to save us from the 

power and penalty of sin by taking 
our sins upon Himself and dying 
on the cross.

His second appearance will be as 
God Himself any time in the future 
– not for the entire mankind, but 
only for those who believed in 
Him after He appeared on this 
earth as the Son of God and Son 
of Man – to take them away 
from the very presence of sin. 
That day the physical bodies of 
the believers will be redeemed 

and transformed 
to glorious bodies, 
never to decay 
(Rom.8:23). It is 
in this context 
that Paul the 

apostle warns and assures us 
believers, “Do not grieve the 
Holy Spirit of God, with whom 
you were sealed for the day of 
redemption” (Eph. 4:30).

In between these two 
supernatural appearances, 
God is preparing those who 
are spiritually ‘born again’ for 
His second glorious advent 
(Tit.2:11-14).

Ministry Of Reconciliation
But what about those millions 

today who reject Jesus Christ 

CHRIST’S AMBASSADORS
Vivek Salins

Are we His faithful and loyal ambassadors?

God is preparing those who 
are spiritually ‘born again’ 

for His second glorious 
advent.



Light of Life 29 December  2015

and do not believe in Him? Well, 
they still have the opportunity to 
receive God’s free gift of  salvation 
in Christ and be released from 
the power and punishment of  
sin. God is at work, through 
His sole representative, the 
church, reconciling the world to 
Himself. The apostle Paul says in 
2 Corinthians 5:18-20, “All this is 
from God, who reconciled us to 
Himself in Christ and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation: that 
God was reconciling the world to 
Himself in Christ, not counting 
men’s sins against them. And He 
has committed to us the message 
of reconciliation. We are therefore 
Christ’s ambassadors, as though 
God were making His appeal 
through us. We implore you on 
Christ’s behalf: be reconciled to 
God.”

In His high-priestly prayer 
for the disciples, our Lord said 
to His heavenly Father, “As 
You sent Me into the world, I 
have sent them into the world. 
For them I sanctify Myself, that 
they too may be truly sancti-
fied” (Jn.17:18-19). Sanctification 
means to be set apart for God’s 
glory. Do we, the church, com-
prehend the awesomeness of 
our position in Christ and our 
responsibility to represent Him 
in this world?

Godly Lifestyle
The purpose of Paul’s letter to 

Titus and to the church at Crete 
is given in 2:1-15: to live godly 
lives in this wicked, ungodly world. 
The apostle Peter also echoes the 
same purpose in the two letters 
he wrote. “Since everything will 
be destroyed in this way, what 
kind of people ought you to 
be? You ought to live holy and 
godly lives as you look forward 
to the day of God and speed its 
coming...Make every effort to 
be found spotless, blameless 
and at peace with Him” (2Pet. 
3:11-14).

God is preparing us, as 
individuals and as a community 
of believers, for a glorious life 
in His presence throughout 
eternity. A key word in Paul’s 
letter to Titus is self-control, 
which appears five times in the 
three short chapters. One of the 
aspects of the fruit of the Spirit is 
self-control (Gal.5:23). Of course, 
we cannot exercise self-control 
with our own will power and 
self-determination. When we 
allow the Holy Spirit to fill us 
with Himself and direct our 
lives, we bear the fruit that He 
produces in us: love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control. Against these there is no 
law. When we receive by faith 
Jesus Christ into our hearts as 
our personal Saviour, the Holy 
Spirit comes in and gives life 
to our dead spirits. We become 
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spiritually alive and receive a 
new, divine nature (2Pet.1:4) 
while the Holy Spirit unites us 
into the mystical body of Christ 
– the church (1Cor.12:13).

Law And Love
When churches were being 

planted in the first century A.D., 
the Christians did not have the 
New Testament. Their Scrip-
ture was the Old Testament. 
When God gave the Ten Com-
mandments through Moses, He 
knew that no one 
would be able to 
obey all of those 
commandments. 
However, the 
commands and 
guidelines were 
intended to di-
rect the community to meet the 
needs of each individual in a 
loving and responsible manner. 
By Jesus’ time, however, most 
people thought that to obey 
every law was the way to earn 
God’s protection from foreign 
invasion and natural disaster. 
Law-keeping became an end 
in itself, not the means to fulfil 
God’s ultimate law of love.

In 1 Corinthians 12 Paul gives 
a list of the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit for the common good of 
the community, and continues 
with instructions in chapters 13 
and 14 on how to use those gifts 
within and outside the church 

– for the edification of the 
believers and for the salvation 
of the unbelievers.

In Titus 2:1, Paul refers to the 
need to teach sound doctrine and 
goes on to explain in verses 2-15 
and 3:1-11 that the purpose of 
this teaching is to train Chris-
tians how to demonstrate the 
life-style of God’s kingdom they 
represent in this world. It is, in 
fact, the grace of God that has 
brought us salvation that teach-
es us to say “No” to ungodliness 

and worldly pas-
sions, and to live 
self-controlled, 
upright and godly 
lives in this pres-
ent age (Tit.2:11-
12).

This is how God is preparing 
the Church to be ready for the 
glorious second advent of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.

Are we His faithful and loyal 
ambassadors?

Vivek Salins 
resides in Thane.

God is preparing us, 
as individuals and as a 
community of believers, 
for a glorious life in His 

presence throughout 
eternity.

MOVING?
Ensure Light of Life moves with you 
when you move. Let us know your new 
address a few weeks in advance. Quote 
your Subscription Number from your 
magazine address label. Thank you. 

– Editors
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Before you speak to me 
about your religion, first 
show it to me in how 

you treat other people; before 
you tell me how much you love 
your God, show me how much 
you love all His children; before 
you preach to me of your passion 
for your faith, teach me about it 
through your compassion for 
your neighbours. In the end, I’m 
not as interested in what you 
have to say or sell as in how you 
choose to live and give” (Cory 
Booker, New Jersey).

Cory Booker is a renowned 
politician in New Jersey, 
who was once the mayor of 
Newark. I was deeply upset 
as a believing Christian after I 
read his statement. However, it 
surely offered me plenty of food 
for thought. How stinging it is 
that a well-known personality 
like him has been unable to 
experience and witness the love 
of God through any of us.

I came to know Christ as my 
personal Saviour when I was 
moved by the faith of one of 
my friends whose son was 
battling with a rare type of 
brain cancer and she reassured 
me that God would heal him. I 

had never witnessed such faith 
and confidence before, and it 
developed an inquisitiveness in 
me to find out what made her so 
strong in her faith. She was one 
of the ladies who asked me a year 
ago if ‘Psalm’ is pronounced as 
‘paa-saam’. I wanted to know 
the source that provided her 
not only with the strength to 
look into the face of challenge 
(Phil.4:13), but also wisdom to 
understand the word of God and 
thirst to grow in the knowledge 
of His word. I was, then, still 
a Psalm reader. Despite the 
struggles in her personal life, she 
helped me get a job. It was as if 
I was like looking at before and 
after pictures in advertisements 
of those who had lost weight.
Christ had changed her heart 
and it was pretty evident in her 
actions.

Cory Booker’s experience 
must have grieved God. The 
free flow and abundant love 
that He showed by giving His 
only Son on the cross for His 
children couldn’t be multiplied 
enough to reach this man. 
We are holding on to it as our 
personal possession. We have 
failed God in keeping His 

IMITATORS OR SPECTATORS
Tabssum Paes

Mere words are not enough to bring people to God.
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biggest commandment. When 
asked which was the most 
important commandment of all, 
Jesus answered, “Hear, O Israel, 
the Lord our God, the Lord is 
one. Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your 
mind and with all your strength. 
The second is this, ‘Love your 
neighbour as yourself.’ There is 
no commandment greater than 
these” (Mk.12:29-31). These are 
the words of Jesus Himself.

The apostle John declares, 
“The man who says, ‘I know 
Him’, but does not do what 
He commands is a liar, and the 
truth is not in him. But if anyone 
obeys His word, God’s love is 
truly made complete in him. 
This is how we know we are in 
Him. Whoever claims to live in 
Him must walk as Jesus did” 
(1 Jn. 2:4-6). What a challenge 
the apostle John has thrown at 
us who have accepted Christ 
as our personal Saviour and 
are baptised and have become 
one with Christ! Our old self is 
crucified as we bury our sins 
and our new self rises in unity 
with Him (Gal.2:20;Eph.2:1-10).
We can either be like Christ or in 
our old sinful self. Our growing 
relationship with the Lord helps 
us grow in love, kindness and 
mercy. That is when we grow 
on to love not only our own 
family, relatives and next door 

neighbours, but those who hate 
and persecute us too (1Jn.4:11).

Cory’s bitterness is not against 
God, it is against the people 
who talk about God’s love but 
fail to show it. Can you imagine 
where we would have been if 
Jesus only spoke of love without 
depicting it on the cross for you 
and me? The foundation of our 
faith and belief is completely 
based on one word, i.e., “love” 
(Jn.3:16). If we have failed to 
share His love with others 
how miserable our Heavenly 
Father must be feeling! 1 Peter 
3:1-2 addresses wives with 
unbelieving husbands. Instead 
of preaching to their husbands, 
they have to be an epitome of love 
and self-giving service so that 
their hearts may be touched by 
Christian attributes and they are 
drawn towards God. A changed 
life speaks loud and clear and 
is highly effective than simply 
preaching and using big words. 
Someone once exclaimed, ”I 
love doing the ministry, but the 
problem is the people.” In order 
to win an unbelieving heart and 
win his soul for Christ, we have 
to be the doers of the word, 
not only listeners and speakers 
(Jas.1:22).

Love In Action
Though the Samaritans were 

looked down upon by the Jews 
and they had no interaction 
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Moravian Institute, in collaboration with Gateway Education: 
Global, is looking for committed Christians to serve as Teacher- 
Educators for its innovative programmes of Professional Develop-
ment for Teachers. 

Moravian Institute is a K-12 residential school, affiliated to the Coun-
cil for the Indian School Certificate Examinations (CISCE) New Delhi 
since 1978, which has recently launched teacher education services in 
the hilly areas of Uttarakhand. 

Applicants should be familiar with internationally accepted best prac-
tices in classroom based school education, as well as teacher educa-
tion, and their application in India. Prior experience in transacting in-
ternational curricula would be particularly helpful. Teacher-Educators 
are expected 

1. to play the role of Mentor-Tutors to in-service teachers, and as 
team members to collaborate closely with colleagues. 

2. to encourage and guide the learners and their schools in all as-
pects of professional and personal development.

3. to use the base in Dehradun to visit learners and schools, observe 
classroom teaching and other activities for evidence of learning 
and application, and to provide support to learners and schools.

Interested candidates should obtain an Application Form by email: 
from 

The Principal, 
Moravian Institute, 

Rajpur, Dehradun, Uttarakhand 248009 
moravian.institute@gmail.com 

0-935-8100-342

and subsequently send to the Principal (a) a cover letter, (b) curriculum 
vitae or resume, (c) a statement of their philosophy of education,  
(d) copies of their credentials, (e) the completed application form.

WANTED

Teacher-Educators
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with them (Jn.4:9), Jesus chose 
a Samaritan as an example of 
love and a good neighbour 
through the parable of the good 
Samaritan (Lk.10:25-37). A 
priest, in order to avoid trouble, 
ignored the wounded man and 
passed by on the other side 
(v.31) and so did the Levite, 
who out of curiosity came and 
looked at him and went his 
way (v.32). Their actions could 
possibly be driven by the fear 
of being defiled on religious 
grounds, but the Samaritan, 
who was supposed to be the 
least righteous, exhibited love 
and kindness (v.33-35). Surely, 
Jesus would have shown the 
same love and kindness. At the 
end of the parable, Jesus asked 
the experts of the law to do 
likewise (v.37).

We often justify our lack of love 
and kindness to our neighbours, 
relatives and friends by their 
deeds or our hurtful experiences 
with them. However hard we 
try, it is very unlike Christ. We 
are expected to be imitators of 
Christ (Eph.5:1). What would 
our reaction be, if Christ left the 
wounded man and passed on 
to preach? His reaction to our 
unkind and unloving behaviour 
is the same. He expects us to be 
a loving neighbour to each and 
everyone despite their colour, 
creed, nationality, family or 
socio-cultural background.

Love is seen in action, which 
itself has the power to move 
a hard heart towards God. 
Think of your own experience 
of accepting Christ. Rahab, like 
the good Samaritan, is another 
example of love and faith in 
action. We may be inclined 
to reject her, but God worked 
through her and saved the spies 
(Josh.2). Ruth, and Esther are 
other excellent examples of love 
in action.

Love Expressed By Testimony
I am also reminded of the 

woman who encountered Jesus 
at Jacob’s well (Jn.4), another 
Samaritan whom Jesus chose to 
share the good news with. She 
was living in sin. The Gospel is 
meant for all of us, despite our 
past sins and position in society 
or our social background. In 
normal circumstances, no Jew 
would have spoken to the lady 
let alone at a public place. As 
the Samaritan woman received 
Christ, she forgot what she had 
come to the well for and ran 
back to the town to witness and 
testify(vv.28-29).

All of us who have accepted 
Christ as our personal Saviour 
when our hearts felt discontent 
and empty have gone through 
this. Though knowing very little 
about Jesus, we wanted to speak 
of His love to everyone. As the 
time passed by, our knowledge 
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1). Asia Region Program Director:
Job Summary: Responsible for ensuring quality of Compassion’s core pro-
gram, Complementary Interventions (CIV) and partnership in Asia Region 
(ASR). Influences global program and partnership design, strategies, and tools; 
leads and manages a team of program Subject Matter Experts who will be both 
“Field facing” (monitoring and implementation in the field) and “Global-facing” 
(deeply engaged in speaking into Global Program directions). Partners with the 
Senior Learning Advisor to ensure the necessary systems, processes and sup-
port to facilitate knowledge sharing and to promote program innovation across 
the Region. Supports the Asia Regional VP and Country Directors in monitor-
ing and evaluating program performance and communications effectiveness to 
increase donor support and maximize program impact

Eligibility criteria: Minimum Bachelor’s degree in a relevant field is required. 
Master’s degree preferred. Candidate must have a minimum of at least 10 years 
of experience in child development, partnership, or social work, along with at 
least 10 years of successful management experience. Proficiency in Microsoft 
Office and collaborative software tool (i.e. SharePoint) is necessary.

2). Partnership Facilitator:  

Job Summary: The Partnership Facilitator travels to numerous projects to fa-
cilitate child development programs, plan health programs and various other 
activities for children.

Eligibility criteria: Candidate should have completed Master’s degree with 2-3 
years of experience in the area of Human Development. Candidate should be 
willing to travel. 

3). Training Specialist:

Job Summary: The Training Specialist coordinates with the Partnership Facili-
tator to meet special training/learning needs at the project level by delivering 
training on different platforms.

Eligibility Criteria: Candidate should be a graduate or post-graduate with 1-2 
years of experience of training personnel in any sector. Candidate should have 
the ability to deliver training on a variety of subject matters. 

Interested candidates may mail application along with two Christian 
testimonials to:

The Human Resources Specialist

Compassion East India
Ambuja ECO Station, 17th Floor, Aajkal IT Building,

Block BP, Plot No. 7, Sector V, Salt Lake, Kolkata 700 091
Email:kdas@compassion.com

Applications are invited for the following positions:

1). Asia Region Program Director:

Job Summary: Responsible for ensuring quality of Compassion's core program, Complementary 

Interventions (CIV) and partnership in Asia Region (ASR). Influences global program and partnership 
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of His word grew but the child-
like enthusiasm of sharing God’s 
love died down. Again, if we do 
not act like Him, we can’t have 
an impact only through hollow 
words. Through the testimony 
of this Samaritan woman, many 
Samaritans believed in Jesus. 
If we experience something 
amazing we want to share it 
with our family and friends. 
But Jesus expects us to extend 
our love to everyone and help 
them know the true and living 
God. When we will stand in 
front of His throne, giving an 
account of our service, none of 
our excuses will work. Jesus has 
already stated that the harvest 
is plenty.

Love Displayed In Acknowl-
edgement

Another Samaritan who 
crosses my mind is the one 
mentioned in Luke 17:11-17. 
Jesus cleansed ten lepers. All of 
them ran to show themselves to 
the priest, but only one returned 
to praise God. They were all 
healed by faith. Praise God! 
They believed in Him through 
the miracle. They all ran in faith 
without looking for evidence 
for themselves and they were 
healed on the way. Most of the 
time, we tend to forget God’s 
goodness and His presence in 
our life and react likewise. Jesus 
didn’t ask them to return, but out 

of a grateful heart and thankful 
spirit one Samaritan leper came 
to thank and praise God for His 
grace. This surely did please 
God. God doesn’t demand 
thanks and praise for His grace 
in our lives. Our conscious effort 
to acknowledge God’s presence 
and goodness in our daily life 
not only pleases Him, but sets 
an example for others. When we 
regularly praise God’s work in 
our lives and witness His mercy 
and grace, people are drawn 
towards Him. Our love for our 
neighbours speaks of our love 
for Christ. We can’t love Christ 
and hate our neighbour.

There are many Cory Bookers 
that  God is waiting to welcome  
to His family through you and 
me. God is not only watching 
what they are saying, but keeping 
a record of our actions, when 
we come across our neighbours 
in need with bitterness in 
their hearts. This bitterness is 
produced due to our lack of love, 
kindness and witness. Believing 
in God exhibits love and speaks 
volumes of our faith to others 
without uttering a word. Are 
we good Samaritans or just self-
gratified law experts?

Tabbsum Roy Paes 
is a freelance writer, 

based in Gurgaon.
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          Do you have a passion to reach the unreached / Muslim nations? 

INDIA ACTS 1:8  

 The Vision: India to become a Mission sending nation to be witnesses for the 

Lord Jesus Christ even to the uttermost parts of the world (Acts 1:8) 

 

    Mission to West Asia 

 Situated in West Asia are the seven churches mentioned in the Book of Revelation, 

many places we read about in the Old Testament and where the early church existed 

 

KINGDOM SCHOOL 

We invite young mission minded single men between 22-34 years to apply for the 40 days  

Mission Training and Launching Program in New Delhi focussed on Cross Cultural 

Missions. The 40 days will be followed by a period of Internship for selected candidates be-

fore they are sent to West Asia and those selected to plant churches to reach North India.  

Come and be equipped as soldiers for the Kingdom of God! 

The Training is focussed on making disciples and multiplication, different methods of out-

reach / evangelism / Church Planting in a cross cultural context and much more taught  

exclusively in English by well experienced International and Indian teachers / men of God. 

 

The candidate should   

 

•  be able to communicate well in English 

•  have good Bible knowledge OR Bible College qualification 

• have at least some experience in ministry 

•  have a valid Passport OR apply for the same     

•  be willing to learn a new language and adopt a new culture 

•  be in good sound health for long-term ministry in West Asia 

•  not be engaged for marriage at the time of applying for the Training 

 

We select 20 candidates from churches / ministries / Bible Colleges all across India. 

Course Fee - Rs 6000/- (includes food, accomodation, text books) 

Scholarship can be considered for needy candidates for the Training in New Delhi. Candi-

dates selected to go to West Asia will be sponsored for one year and further guidance will 

be given to continue long term in West Asia. 

Training starts from February 15 - March 25, 2016 in New Delhi. Apply soon! 

Contact us for more details 

Email: ksd4nations@gmail.com 

Dr John Thomas 09654987351 Kiran Mohanraj 09540253255 / 09535093237 
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Wow! She truly looks 
stylish!” Yeah, Jane 
always had people 

around her. She always walked 
around in those high heels. She 
dressed her hair quite beautifully 
always. She was slim and tall. 
She didn’t care about anyone 
and always felt perfect!

If I were to walk on those 
heels, I would’ve sprained 
my leg while taking the first 
step itself. And about the hair, 
I never could get it straight; 
within minutes it would get too 
shabby. Ah! So it would be better 
to forget about the concept of 
feeling ‘perfect’… for here I’ll 
be thinking a hundred thoughts 
of how it’ll be if I were to say 
or do something. How in the 
world could these girls become 
so lady-like? And if at all I want 
to do something, why am I, as 
a Christian believer, always 
asked to consider what Jesus 
would want me to do before I 
do anything?Can’t I too be like 
any other girl? Can’t I too be like 
Jane?

My parents burst into laughter 
on hearing all that I wanted 
to tell them. Then, after a 
moment’s pause, my father told 

MY LITTLE LADY!
Susan Ann Samuel

There is a balance and poise God wants from young women.

me, “I guess you better ask God 
yourself.”

Okay, it felt fair and hence 
I prayed asking God what 
He had in mind for me. After 
bombarding Him with all my 
tedious questions, my God 
answered me in all love. He 
seemed to understand me more 
than I understood myself. He 
spoke, “You are my little lady.
Therefore, I want you to be an 
eloquent enchanting to this 
world. When you remain in 
Me, you grow in all faith and 
beauty!”

Yes, I now understand that 
I am set apart to tell the world 
that the true beauty is seen 
when in faith you walk tall, not 
when you walk on high heels. 
I’m not at all against high heels 
or being fashionable. Girls, go 
ahead and be stylish, but within 
the boundary of modesty. As 
believers in Christ, before doing 
anything, ask yourself if that 
which you want to do is what 
Jesus Christ would want you to 
do! For God again reminds us of 
true beauty through scripture. 
“Your beauty should not come 
from outward adornment, 
rather, it should be that of your 
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inner self, the unfading beauty 
of a gentle and quiet spirit, 
which is of great worth in God’s 
sight” (1Pet.3:3-4). In this world, 
when we live to glorify God’s 
name, we should remember 
how vulnerable we are to all 
the evil that is raging against 

us. Therefore, being a God-girl 
costs much. But it’s worth it.

This is a poem I wrote a few 
months ago, based on what God 
was teaching me. That’s what 
God wants to tell you too, my 
friend - you are His Little Lady!

I cried, “Oh this heart within me is young, 
Young to breathe all mirth around.
Should I not embrace the chances that have flung,
Open wide, yet why do You want me to be profound?”

Profound in all the deeds I do,
Elegant in all my speech and thought.
But will my happiness mar the joy in You
Am I straying from what You have taught?”

If so, teach me, Lord, of Your ways
Ways in which You can make Your joy mine too.
My dreams that are contrary to Yours, please erase,
Let me be void of any mirth that You don’t value.

I know that discipline comes out of love,
And in every instruction of my God, I find grace.
I know that His love is what I treasure above,
Everything else I might find in this life’s race.

And hence this time when I heard His voice,
I knew there was something for Him to tell me.
It was a lesson of how to be pretty and poise,
He with a smile whispered, “Hear Me, My little lady!”

“You My child, you’re growing in faith and beauty,
Oh! I know that your heart is young and bubbly.
But as you grow, you’ve a great responsibility,
Because you’re growing as My little lady!

MY LITTLE LADY!
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“In the words you speak and deeds you do,
There’s a testimony for you to share.
In everything you think, you’re meant to be true,
So to be different means for you to dare!

“Satan won’t spare nor will this world around you,
So cherish all the virtues I’ve instilled in you.
Don’t make a playground for others to toy you,
Don’t let Satan in your weakness use you.

“So be true, be good, be stern, be wise and be daring,
You’ve got to grow more in faith and beauty.
So when the world witnesses you as an eloquent enchanting,
I’ll say, ‘she’s my faithful servant, My Little Lady!’”

Susan Ann Samuel  
is a first year student 
in Govt. Law College, 

Trivandrum. 
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THE CULMINATION OF THE 
KINGDOM

P. A. Thomas
The kingdom of God is going through what Jesus foretold.

In Matthew 24, Jesus 
answers the question 
raised by the disciples 

(v.3) regarding the second 
coming of Christ and the end 
of the world. He takes them 
through a series of happenings 
which are to take place.

Deceiving Many
Coming of many in the name 

of Christ and deceiving many, 
is the first (v.4,5). In the last 
few decades, we have been 
witnessing a lot of popular self-
appointed evangelists who have 
impressed upon the masses, 
in the name of  Christ, healing, 
doing miracles, bringing fire 
down and even declaring 
themselves to be Christ himself. 
They have been from the West 
as well as the East; from the 
Americas, Africa and Korea. 
They usually end up with 
non biblical or extra biblical 
teachings and petty doctrines 
which people are enticed with. 
Even among traditional religious 
gurus, some have claimed 
Christ indwelling them. More 
than a life in the kingdom with 
God, with the help, guidance 

and control of His indwelling 
Spirit, man is after physical, 
psychological, emotional and 
material gains which are easily 
and readily offered by these 
false representations.

A Turbulent World
In verses 6-8, Jesus warns 

them about a turbulent world-
-politically, economically and 
with natural calamities. It is not 
the end, but an increase of these 
that indicate a progression of 
sorrow. This is being experienced 
today by the expression of 
grief and sorrow by world 
leaders to each other for what is 
happening in countries around 
the world and at the same time 
hideously helping the process 
or causing them to happen. 
The accumulation of atomic 
and chemical warfare and the 
treacherous arms trade from the 
developed nations prove this.

Organised Persecution
Institutionalised and organi-

sed persecution of Christians 
universally is what Jesus speaks 
of in verses 9 and 10. This is ini-
tiated with draconic liberal and 
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secular, as well as immoral laws 
in the West, governmental and 
social alienation in some reli-
gious nations, social discrimina-
tion and civil right alienation in 
other countries. Hating in the 
name of religion is becoming a 
common modern phenomenon.

Heretical Teaching
An increase of false and heret-

ical teaching within the church 
and coldness in an active rela-
tionship with God is the next in 
verses 11 and 12. Nominal and 
religious Christianity is becom-
ing very popular even among 
evangelicals and charismatics, 
including pentecostals. Form 
and expression are increasing-
ly giving way to true doctrine 
and integrity of heart. Worship 
songs, music, concerts with 
emotional and forms of bhakti 
are becoming the norm without 
faith, commitment and a life-
style which follows and proves 
them.

Consistent Faith
In verse 13, Jesus challenges 

His disciples for a consistent 
and committed holding on 
to faith which should last till 
the end assuring salvation 
and entrance into the eternal 
kingdom. Jesus had taught them 
the same through the kingdom 
parables before. Not all who 
call themselves Christians, who 
commit themselves for a term in 

mission and spiritual journey, 
or even those who minister in 
the church or do miracles in 
His name are accepted into the 
kingdom. This consistent and 
committed holding on to faith 
is not possible with any human 
effort, but by a continuous 
and humble dependence on 
the indwelling Holy Spirit in 
conscious submission to Him on 
a daily basis and trusting on the 
grace of God which sustains us.

Duty of the Church
In verse 14, Jesus gives a sign 

of the end with an essential duty 
assigned to His church. His 
message has to be made known 
and His presence and power 
displayed universally through 
the presence of a local church 
- the community of believers. 
We need a church everywhere. 
Though small, it needs to be 
present everywhere emanating 
the message and His living 
presence in their midst. We need 
churches in every locality, every 
village, every people group and 
we need to be communicating 
the message in every language. 
That is the mission of the church 
towards the apocalypse - the 
fulfilment of things eternal.

For this, every Christian is 
equipped by God (Acts. 1:8) and 
the local churches have to call 
out their members to be active 
witnesses wherever they are - 
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in the market place, cultivating 
fields, offices, schools and 
colleges. They have to live and 
spell out the message whenever 
there is an opportunity. They 
should not hide their burning 
lamps under a bed, but shine 
out. This mission is not for the 
missionaries, the pastors and 
church leaders; it is for every 
Christian who acknowledges 
Jesus as Lord.

Then Jesus goes on to explain 
in the following verses and 
in chapter 25 some of the 
events, its effects and the 
preparedness we need to have 
in accomplishing the mission. 
He continues warning through 

the parables of the talents, and 
the ten virgins, etc., finally 
showing them the dramatic 
final judgment.

So, Christians are called 
to God’s mission on earth in 
the context of what Jesus has 
accomplished. The church is 
called to prepare for the final 
judgment of the saints before 
the Lord. It is an opportunity 
and challenge with a warning to 
heed and act.

P. A. Thomas  
is with Interserve (India) 
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Our country is a 
complex union of 
multiple languages, 

cultures, faiths and much more. 
Trying to put our finger on any 
issue is as hard as capturing 
clouds with bare hands. Even 
in a single state, there can be 
a hundred different kinds of 
people with as many different 
customs and habits, making us 
more an amalgam of cultures 
and less a nation. The fact that 
we are indeed one nation is itself 
a miracle. But a 
greater miracle is 
to see the church 
of Jesus Christ 
growing all 
through the length 
and breadth of 
this country, in 
spite of not having a particular 
denomination or movement to 
spearhead the revival.

Europe had the Reformers, the 
Anabaptists, the Anglicans, and 
the Brethren, to lead them from 
one spiritual level to the next. 
North America also followed 
suit with the Presbyterians, 
the Baptists and then the 

THE FUTURE OF THE INDIAN 
CHURCH

Sherin George
The church in India is at a crucial stage.

Pentecostals at the forefront. But 
in India, even though one can go 
back to pockets of missionary 
movements in the southern and 
north-eastern states, there has 
never been a national face for 
the Indian church. That, I guess, 
is again reflective of the Indian 
style of spirituality!

The present state of the church 
in India may be summarised 
as complicated yet hopeful. I 
call it complicated because of 
the numerous churches that 

have no Biblical 
foundation, where 
hungry souls are 
fed with sugary 
messages that 
often end up in 
false doctrines. 
Emotionalism and 

new generation gimmicks are 
unfortunately taking the place 
of praise and worship which 
began in the 90s as a genuine 
work of the Holy Spirit. Hopeful 
because God is raising several 
church leaders who are rooted 
in the word of God and are not 
afraid to be guided by the Spirit 
of the Lord.

The church of Christ 
has always come out 

triumphant whenever she 
has followed the Master’s 
plan revealed through the 

Scriptures. 
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What is the future for the 
church in India? The church 
of Christ has always come out 
triumphant whenever she has 
followed the Master’s plan re-
vealed through the Scriptures. 
I want to highlight seven expec-
tations Jesus has from His Bride, 
as outlined in the Book of Rev-
elation.

1. Be Intolerant
“I know your deeds, your hard 

work and your perseverance. I 
know that you cannot tolerate 
wicked men, that you have tested 
those who claim 
to be apostles but 
are not, and have 
found them false” 
(2:2).When it comes 
to wickedness and 
false teaching, there 
is no need to be gentle. The Lord 
is raising a pure, no-nonsense 
church. Unrepentant hearts and 
unscriptural teachings should 
be curbed without the fear of 
any consequence.

2. Be Faithful
“Be faithful, even to the point 

of death, and I will give you the 
crown of life”(2:10b). Times are 
tough, and there is every reason 
to anticipate more persecutions, 
but let it be reminded that the 
people of God have only been 
strengthened through adversity. 
Pressure from without has 

never crushed the church. Let us 
remain faithful and hope to live 
to see the outcome. 

3. Be Vigilant
“You have people there who 

hold to the teaching of Balaam” 
(2:14b). Greed was the driving 
force behind Balaam. If we are 
not constantly on the guard, 
the same evil desires may 
swallow our churches too. 
Unfortunately, greed is spilled 
out into our living rooms 
through television preachers 
who are promoting modern 

day indulgences 
[“If you want 
the protection of 
Psalm 91, call the 
number on the 
screen and send 
us 91 dollars!”] 

derogating the very name of 
Jesus and Christianity. May our 
pastors and elders never fall 
into the pit of self-indulgence.

4. Be Teachable
“By her teaching she misleads 

my servants” (2:20). If the church 
is not trained in sound teaching, 
she would end up listening 
to any claptrap that comes 
around, and sadly there is much 
hogwash to choose from. There’s 
an anti-theology talk among 
some new generation kids as if 
being ignorant of doctrines is 
something to be proud of. It is 

Churches need teachers 
who rightly divide the 

word of God; otherwise, 
our children will pay the 

price.
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assumed that if one has a guitar 
and a few stories, he can become 
a pastor! Churches need teachers 
who rightly divide the word of 
God; otherwise, our children 
will pay the price.

5. Be Alive
“You have a reputation of be-

ing alive, but you are dead” 
(3:1b). True worship is without 
pretensions. If your worship 
leader is reminding you every 
Sunday the importance of danc-
ing like David, then the congre-
gation is in the wrong path. The 
Lord is not particularly looking 
for dancing, clapping, sitting or 
standing. Whatever is done in 
His presence, should be done 
from the heart, led by the Holy 
Spirit. 

6. Be Heaven-bound
“And the name of the city of 

my God, the New Jerusalem” 
(3:12b). We are stamped with 
our real address, the New Je-
rusalem. Our citizenship is not 
here, and we should not pretend 
to be living here forever, build-
ing our own empires and calling 
them ‘ministries.’ There’s noth-
ing wrong with ministries and 
organisations if they serve the 
purpose of building the king-
dom of God, and nothing else. 
The church in India should not 

go down the American way of 
corporate ministries and CEO 
pastors. Let us fix our eyes on 
eternity and live like aliens and 
strangers.

7. Be Christ-centred
“Here I am! I stand at the 

door and knock” (3:20a). After 
everything is done, the worst 
tragedy would be to discover 
that Jesus was nowhere near our 
church! In our fervour to serve 
Him, and the excitement to 
proclaim His Word, it is possible 
to forget that we cannot do it 
on our own. The Lord should 
always be at the centre of our 
lives and ministries. 

The church in India is at a 
crucial juncture. May we be 
available and prepared to be 
part of the good things God has 
for this great nation. Many have 
fallen on the way, but the church 
has moved on. The crown is not 
for those who begin well, but for 
those who end well. Weeping 
may remain for the night, but 
rejoicing comes in the morning. 
Let us sow in tears so that we 
shall reap in joy!

Manu George  
is a Teaching Pastor at 

New Creations Assembly of 
God Church, Panjim, Goa.
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Question:
You haven’t seen God. Neither 

has anyone you or I know of. So, are 
you sure that He exists? Are you 
sure He is real?
Answer:

Thank you for your question. 
This is a question that used to 
trouble me a lot when I was 
younger. It is not something that 
really bothers me anymore, but 
I still relate to the question and 
understand its significance.

You are right – no one has 
seen the Almighty God with 
their eyes. In the Old Testament, 
Moses was a devout man who 
asked to see God. He had many 
good reasons to see God, but 
God couldn’t show His face 
even to Moses, “for no man can 
see Me and live” (Ex.33:20).

So, how do we resolve this 
question if we can’t see God and 
live to tell others about it? Let 
me share with you my thought 
on this. See this verse in John 
1:18, “No one has seen God 
at any time; the only begotten 
Son, who is in the bosom of 
the Father, He has explained 
Him.”

This was the apostle John’s 
response to the thought that no 
one had seen the Almighty God 
at any time.  He said that, while 
we could not see God, we had 
Someone who had come from 
the very bosom of God, and who 
had explained God to us.

We live in a world where 
atheism and agnosticism are 
increasingly trendy among 
young people. Christians can 
find many things that agnostics 
and atheists say frustrating, 
because they keep demanding 
proof for what we believe. But 
many core facets of what we 
believe are not provable by 
scientific means. We are asked 
to scientifically prove that there 
is a God, that Jesus was the Son 
of God, that Jesus really did 
the miracles the Bible says He 
did, etc. But there is no house 
in Israel, no piece of cloth left 
behind – no undeniable record 
that we can point to.

But this does not trouble me 
because I believe that we’re 
looking in the wrong place, 
when we look for something 
instead of Someone. Think 
about the doubts that you might 

INTIMACY WITH GOD
Sandeep Poonen

YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED
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have encountered about the 
reality of God. Have you tried to 
solve them by looking for some 
physical evidence, some logical 
argument, or some supernatural 
experience to prove God as real?  
Or have you thought to look to a 
Person to resolve the answer?

I find that even many 
Christians look to philosophers 
or preachers to help explain 
God to their non-Christian 
family and friends. We think 
that maybe there is a book or a 
sermon series that really justifies 
our beliefs. Now to be sure, there 
are good and logical reasons to 
support what we 
believe. But we 
must recognise 
that these reasons 
ultimately speak 
to the mind, not to 
the heart. 

Look, all of us will quickly 
admit that it is hard to describe 
a close friendship or love with 
words.  Think about somebody 
who really made you feel loved 
– maybe your mother. If you 
were to ask me to describe her, 
I would find that words don’t 
come close to describing her 
and what she means to me. But 
you will probably even see in 
my eyes that there is something 
much deeper there. There is a 
love and intimacy that I have 
that cannot be put into words.

I find it as ultimately futile to try 
to logically and philosophically 
explain God. They are as 
vain as attempts to bottle the 
wind. Meanwhile, I find that a 
fisherman, inspired by the Holy 
Spirit 2000 years ago, had the 
right answer. The apostle John 
tells me that Jesus, who was and 
is in the bosom of God, came to 
this earth and explained God to 
us – as a Father.

Think about that statement for 
a bit. Think about the message 
that Jesus brought. Think about 
the fact that Jesus came from 
the bosom of God, and that He 

explained God.
Here’s the key 

question: do we see 
that the way Jesus 
explained God is 
vastly different from 

how an angel who circled the throne 
of God, would have explained 
God?

This is something that you and 
I must grab a hold of. Because 
if we cling too tightly to the 
words on the page (of even our 
Bible), then we may get overly 
enamoured with the message 
and not the Messenger – and 
it would make no difference 
whether Jesus had explained 
God, or if the angel Gabriel had 
explained God.

But there is a huge difference 
between the message that any 

Think about the fact that 
Jesus came from the bosom 

of God, and that  
He explained God.



Light of Life 51 December  2015

angel could have brought, 
and what Jesus brought. If we 
don’t see the infinite difference 
here, we will miss the beauty of 
Christianity. An angel would 
have delivered a message; 
the essence of Jesus was that 
the Messenger embodied the 
message.

Jesus was and is in the bosom of 
the Father: no angel can claim that. 
This speaks to the level of intimacy 
that Jesus shared with God.

For the longest 
time, I used to 
think that the 
closest person to 
God was Jesus, 
and that He was 
at the right hand 
of God. And that 
is definitely true because it is in 
Scripture, but I always pictured 
two thrones – one for God the 
Father, and then Jesus sitting on 
a throne next to Him at His right 
hand. But this verse (Rev.22:1) 
is eye-opening, because I now 
see just one throne, and God 
the Father and Jesus on it. This 
image speaks to the kind of 
relationship that Jesus shares 
with God, and the authority of 
this Messenger who explained 
God.

Tell me, dear Christian 
brother or sister, can you 
picture this Jesus? Jesus as God 
leaning on the Almighty Father 

from the beginning? This is the 
Person who came down from 
heaven.

This Jesus explained God
This Jesus, whose position 

was resting at the heart of God, 
came to this earth and told us, 
“This God who used to be far 
away is My Father. And I have 
come to pave the way so that He 
can be your Father too. And I 
have come from heaven, having 
rested on the chest of my Father 

for all eternity. 
And I want you to 
interact with my 
Father in the very 
same way!”

So it is with a 
firm view of this 

Jesus who rests on the chest of 
God that we interact with all of 
Jesus’ teachings, His commands, 
and His promises. If we don’t, 
as much as we might revere 
Him or think highly of Him, we 
will subtly but surely reduce 
even His teachings to a set of 
rules. Then the commands of 
Jesus will become a law to us, 
just like Moses’ Law was to the 
Israelites.

Family of God, have we seen 
this Jesus, and do we supremely 
cherish this Jesus? Have you 
seen this Jesus, leaning on the 
Father, as the One who is the 
explanation of God?

We can do nothing about 
the past. But let us draw 

close to the Father because 
of the finished work of 

Jesus. 
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If we have not, now we can 
begin this journey. We can do 
nothing about the past. But let us 
draw close to the Father because 
of the finished work of Jesus. 
And as we repose on the bosom 
of the Father, the promises and 
commands of Jesus will explain 
the love of the Father to us in a 
brand new way. The revelation 
of God that comes from a deep 
knowing of love will drive away 
all doubts and fleshly desires to 
experience God in some tangible 
or visual way here on earth.

And let me close with an 
incredible promise that is 

simply mind-boggling. “He who 
overcomes, I will grant to him to 
sit down with Me on My throne, 
as I also overcame and sat down 
with My Father on His throne” 
(Rev.3:21).

The intimacy that Jesus shares 
with the Father, is the intimacy 
that Jesus promises us as well!

Your fellow pilgrim towards 
the throne of God,
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is a software engineer who 

has an active ministry 
speaking to young people  

and college students.

Praise the Lord

IF YOU ARE IN NEED OF

A) FREE SERVICE FOR EXISTING LIFE 
INSURANCE POLICIES

B) NEW LIFE INSURANCE POLICIES

C) HEALTH INSURANCE POLICIES, ETC.

PLEASE CALL:

K. DHASIAN
Mob: 9223431249

Ashmita Appts., AL 5, 30/10, Sector 17,  
Airoli, Navi Mumbai - 400708.



Light of Life 54 December 2015

Human relationships are 
a misty glimpse of the 
love of the Father, Son 

and the Holy Spirit. Therefore, 
only the triune God can model 
as well as define healthy 
relationships that build instead 
of breaking and wreaking 
individuals.

Revathi  finished her graduation 
and was on the lookout for a 
good placement. She was very 
thrilled when she was selected 
by a multinational to a position 
that was the aspiration of many. 
She worked with a small team. 
The work was challenging and 
the hours were long and the 
team knit together quite tightly. 
It was very natural for them to 
de-stress by talking about things 
that they cared about.

Then a friend Shivani from 
college called her up and 
congratulated her on her new 
relationship. Initially she 
thought that her friend was only 
pulling her leg and decided to 
play along. She said that she 
was at the moment discussing 

REVIEWING RELATIONSHIPS
Cyril Georgeson

marriage dates. At which Shivani 
asked if Phil’s and her parents 
were OK with their relationship, 
since they came from different 
cultural backgrounds. She was 
shocked into silence. She was 
aware that a colleague, Phil, was 
attempting to get close to her. 
She had just let it pass and acted 
as though things were normal.

On asking Shivani how Phil’s 
name came into the picture she 
was told that Phil had posted 
her photo and tagged her on his 
Facebook page and raised her 
status to ‘Special’.

Relationships Undefined
Welcome to the current state 

on how relationships happen. 
Revathi’s case is described 
by Times Life (25-Oct-2015) 
as Backdoor DTR – Backdoor 
Define the Relationship. The 
article says that in Backdoor 
DTR “one moves his or her 
boyfriend or girlfriend to 
‘special’ status without having 
the talk.” Now this is not 
the only kind of relationship 
possible. There is then the 

WoRD anD ThE WoRlD
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‘Aromantic Relationship’where a 
teen girl stays over at another 
boy’s home. They hug and kiss 
in selfies and even parents don’t 
raise an eyebrow. A vacation 
sharing the same room is also 
not taboo. But, before you let 
your imagination go ahead – 
halt! Yet the claim is that, there 
is no physical intimacy involved 
(how long this state lasts is 
anyone’s guess).

This has many similarities 
with Non-serious Coupling 
where it may start with a coffee 
here, but also a more intimate 
vacation there. Nevertheless, 
there is no interest to take this to 
a more serious level. ‘Hooking 
up and breaking up patterns on 
social media seem like a series 
of miniature marriages and 
divorces’. This kind of coupling 
is only a ‘chill pill’ and parents 
do not throw a fit.

Then there is the give-me-my-
space during the week but we’ll 
spend-the-weekend-together 
relationship. This is called 
Weekend Coupling. They can 
avoid the negative consequences 
of adjusting to one-another 
during the week, yet seemingly 
enjoy only the aspects they 
desire.

This is just a brief glimpse of 
how contemporary relationships 
happen. And beyond this there 
are plenty of Instant Break-ups. 

We are not taken by surprise 
anymore when we hear about 
a divorce or break-up amongst 
those around us. But a break-up 
need not be the end of it all! The 
couple could still be Uncoupled 
Best Friends – those who were 
in a relationship but now are 
no longer attached. They still 
continue as good friends, 
especially for the sake of their 
children. Understanding the 
complexities involved in all 
these kind of relationships may 
actually make us dizzy!

Relationship Re-defined
What is more shocking is how 

this culture of the world has crept 
into the church. It is considered 
‘cool’ to not have proper 
boundaries in relationships. 
Couples going off on holiday 
before marriage or casual male-
female relationships are not to 
be questioned, unless one wants 
to be considered old-fashioned. 
But, this does violence to the 
Biblical understanding of 
relationships.

The backdrop for human 
relationships is the triune 
Godhead. Our human relation-
ships are a reflection of this love 
relationship between the Father, 
Son and Spirit. So when we do 
relationships God’s ways we are 
giving the world a peep into the 
union of the one who made us 
in His image.
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So, we see in Genesis 2 the 
quest for a suitable mate for 
Adam, who was declared to be 
incomplete alone. That mate 
was not found in the animal 
kingdom. But, when God 
fashions Eve out of the rib of 
Adam, the first man breaks into 
song and poetry having found a 
helpmate suitable for him.

Since God is the originator of 
relationships He defines how it 
works best without hurting the 
persons involved. Human ideas 
may look modern but is finally 
the way of recklessness and 
pain.

Christmas is a reminder to us 
that God values His relationship 
with us to the extent that He sent 
His Son. He died on the cross to 
set right our relationship with 
Him – there is nothing remotely 
casual about this. He paid with 

His life. We love because He 
first loved us in this manner.

When engaging with the 
world we need constantly keep 
in mind the need to balance 
between being in, yet not of the 
world. Relationships may be 
a ‘chill pill’ for those who are 
of the world, but are a serious 
matter for a Christian who is in, 
but not of the world. The world 
says that You Only Live Once 
(YOLO) and we agree too. But, 
the Bible says that there is the 
second death for those who are 
sexually immoral and a disciple’s 
hope is to live eternally in union 
with Him.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

PACIFIERS
Oby Cherian

“Be patient in affliction, faithful in prayer” (Rom.12:12).

Our pastor is in the habit of 
quizzing us. This is one of his 
favourite ones. “Which is the 
Lord’s Prayer?” He asks. “Our 
Father who art …” we start off; 
then he stops us. “That is not 
the Lord’s Prayer,” he declares. 
“That is the prayer He taught His 
disciples; that is the disciple’s 
prayer. The Lord’s Prayer is in 
John 17 where He prays to His 
father.”

I don’t think we are going 
to change the commonly held 
notion, and ‘Our Father’ will 
continue to be called the Lord’s 
Prayer.

Lately I have some issues 
with it. Not that I am saying 
that there is a problem with 
the prayer. The inconsistency 
I discovered was not in the 
prayer, but in me. The first 
difficulty is with the words, 
‘Thy will be done’. I pray this 
in the morning, then go out and 
chafe about my circumstances 
and the people around me, not 
realising that all these very same 
things are His will for me, even 
the unpleasant things. So the 
attitude that we should have is 
one of praise and thanksgiving 

for everything, because that 
is what we prayed for. When 
we grumble, we are not being 
true to our words. We pray for 
something and want something 
else; and that something else 
is often, our own will, or the 
situations that seem best to us.

The second problem is 
contained in the words, ‘forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive 
those’. That little word, ‘as’ 
has me scared. Are we praying 
judgment on ourselves? If we 
have forgiven as completely as 
Christ has, it would be OK. But 
I don’t think this is the case with 
me every time and sometimes 
I don’t even know it. So now I 
pray, “Lord, I forgive.” Period. 
And then, “Please forgive me 
my sins.” I don’t know about 
you, I would rather not put in 
that little link ‘as’. Now you 
might think I am distorting the 
word. Not so. Perhaps I am 
being like some of the ancient  
Hebrew scribes, who, while 
copying  their manuscripts leave 
a blank where the word ‘God’ 
should come, because they hold 
the name in such reverence. In 
fact, in Luke the word ‘as’ is  not 
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there and in its place we have 
the word ‘for’.

Have we become too casual 
with the words we say? I am 
not saying that you should do 
what I do, but that we should 
weigh the gravity of the words 
we speak out.

Whether we say it or not, we 
should all be moving towards 
embracing God’s will for us, 

joyfully, without complaints and 
also forgiving others frequently, 
repeatedly, earnestly and from 
the depth of our hearts.

“Lord, teach us to pray” 
(Lk.11:1).
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CROSSWORD NO.22
 Exodus ch 1-18  (New International version (IBS)  

J. Fredric Dawson
Answers received after 5th January 2016 will not be considered

Send in your answers with Bible references by E-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, to reach  
Light of Life, Post Box 4576, 21 YMCA Road, Mumbai 400 008, not later than January 5, 2016. Please 
indicate your name, address and Light of Life Subscription Number while sending the answers. – Ed

Clues Across:
1. ”I also ………….. my covenant with them 

to give them the land of Canaan “ (ch      vs        
)

6. ”If you refuse to let them go and continue to 
hold them back, the hand of the Lord will bring 
a terrible …………on your livestock in the 
field.” (ch       vs    &    )

7. ”With the staff that in my hand I will ……… 
the water of Nile and it will be changed into 
blood.” (ch    vs

9. The mother of Moses …… him for 3 months 
for fear of the Pharaoh. (ch    vs)

11. In the battle against Amalekites, when Moses’ 
hand was held up, the Israelites were winning: 
So Aaron and Hur held his hands up, ……… 
on either side of Moses. (ch       vs        )

12. ”God said to Moses, ‘This is what you are to 
say to the Israelites; ‘ I …. has sent me to 
you.’”   (ch       vs       )

14. “ The sons of Merari were Mahli and ……. 
These were the clans of Levi according to their 
records.” (ch      vs       )

17. ”Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see 
the ………… the Lord will bring you today” 
(ch     vs      )

1 2 3 4 5

6

7 8

9 10

11

12 13 14 15

16

17

18

18. ”But the Lord will make a ………….between 
the livestock of  Israel and that of Egypt so that 
no animal belonging to the Israelites will die.” 
(ch      vs         )

Clues Down:
1. ”And I will make the Egyptians favourably 

disposed towards this people, so that when you 
leave you will not go ……………………..” 
(ch       vs      )

2.  Jethro advised Moses to ……. the people the 
decrees and laws and show them the way to 
live. (ch     vs

3. ”Make the work harder for the men so that they 
keep working and pay no attention to…….” 
(ch     vs

4. Moses led Israel from the Red Sea and they 
went into the desert of ………. (ch    vs       )

5. The Israelites are to ……… the number of 
lamb needed for the Passover for a family. (ch       
vs 

8. ”If you refuse to let them  go, I will plague your 
whole country with frogs. The Nile will ……. 
with frogs, “ (ch      vs    &)

10. ”On that day tell your son, ‘I …. this because 
of what the Lord did for me when I came out of 
Egypt” (ch      vs      )
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13. Zipporah used a………. knife to circumcise 
her son. (ch       vs         )

15. The Desert of Sin is between Elim and ……….  
(ch         vs        )

N.T. Crossword puzzle No. 20

1.Abram (11:26)                        
4. Sarai (11:29)                           
7. Gomer (10:2)                          

1. Angel (16:7)
2. Ram (22:13)
3.Moreh (12:6)

CALCUTTA BIBLE COLLEGE
 (Programs Accredited by Asia Theological Association) 

Course Duration Qualification
Master of Divinity (ATA) 3  Years Any University Degree
Master of Divinity (ATA) 2  Years B.Th(ATA) with Second Class “B”
Bachelor of Theology (ATA) 3  Years 10+2 or equivalent

Trains men and women for the Christian Ministries through the following pro-
grammes commencing from June 2016.
• All courses are conducted in English.
• Application form is available on request by email to calcuttabiblecollege@hotmail.

com
• Cost of Application Form Rs.100/=.
• Students should pass the entrance exam in English, General Knowledge & Bible 

Knowledge. 
• Students from Non-ATA background will have to pass the qualifying exam.
• Application forms duly filled must reach our office before the 28th of February, 2016.

Contact: The Registrar, Calcutta Bible College, 31, B.B.Ganguly Street, Kolkata 700 012. 
WB, Cell:09830492267, Office Phone: 033 –22362747

Email:  calcuttabiblecollege@hotmail.com

16. “ In days to come when your sons asks you, 
‘What does this ……… ?’ say to him. ‘with a 
mighty hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt, 
out of the land of slavery  “ (ch     vs     ) 

Across: 

8. Lasha (10:18,19)                     
9. Eve (3:20)                                
10. laugh (18:15)                        

12. men(18:22)                            
14. Abida (25:4)                           

17. Admah (10:19)                       
20. cave(19:30)                           

21. older (25:23)                          
23. inclination (6:5)       

Down:
4. Salem (14:18)
5. resin (2:11,12)
6. image (1:27)

11. God (5:24)
13.end ( 6:13)
14. as (20:3)

15. Isaac (21:5)
16. age (15:15)
17.aroma (8:21)

18. Madai (10:1,2)
19. Haran (11:32)
22. Ai (13:3)

All Correct Winners: 

D. Alexander, Mumbai, Jalaja Sulochana, Telangana, 
A.Sunderraj, Ambernath, Mah, Adv. T.J. Pooppally, 
Mumbai, Viola Kumar, Secunderabad, Jiangkulung 
Kamei, Thiruvananthapuram, Mrs. Christy Inbaraj, 
Roorkee, Annamma P. Baby, Trivandrum, Ivor 
Valentine, Mumbai, Greta Amanna, Mah, Mrs. 
Chandrakumari Mohan, Nagercoil, TN, Mrs. Thelma 
Roberts, Hyderabad, AP, Mrs. Krishnabai Charles, 
Tiruchy, TN, Rev. Damara Samadanam, Hyderabad, 
AP, Mrs. Monica Divakar, Solapur, Mah, Vijay Swami, 
Nagpur, Mah, Dr. B. Joy Vasanthi, Coimbatore, TN, 
Mrs. Shaila M. Hanchinmani, Dharwad, Kar, P.J. 
Satyavani, Tenali, AP, Anjali Sahu, Cuttack, Odisha, 
A.Josline, Alibag, Mah, E. Gnanasekar, Chennai, 
TN, Mrs. Jasmine Christopher, Pune, Mah, Roseline 

Bunyan,, Y. Imti Tzudir, Dimapur, Nagaland, Mrs. 
Mary Mathew, Trivandrum, Mrs. Elcy Johnas, Thane, 
Mah, Daisy T. Michael, Coimbatore, TN, Mohan 
Bankapur, Mrs. G. Susan Abraham, Hyderabad, 
AP, Saramma Isaac. Adoor, Kerala, W. O. Salins, 
Mangalore, Kar, M. Ratna Prabhu, Ahmedabad, Arun 
Joshua Samuel, Mrs. Sarita Amanna, Ambernath, 
Mah, D. Shekhar, Navi Mumbai, Mah. Mrs. Neelima 
Chakravarthy, Hyderabad, Telangana, Mrs. Daisy 
Frank, Baroda, Guj, Vathsala J. Kotian, Mumbai

One Error:
Mrs. Esther Manohar, Khamman, Telangana, Licy 
Oommachan, Bhopal, MP, Mrs. Rani Prasanna, 
Bangalore, Mrs. Ruth Savel, Ambernath, Mah.
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Bachelor of Divinity (BD) Degree programme attempts to inculcate a sense of commitment to the ministry of the church 

following the footsteps of Jesus Christ. The Candidates shall be able to interpret the word of God, understand theological 

discourses, major religions, mature in Christian spirituality, Pastoral Care & Counselling. Eligibility: Intermediate (10+2 

Passed) from a recognized Institution. Duration: 8 semesters but Bachelor degree holder//B.Th. recognized by SHIATS are 

permitted for Lateral Entry.  Fees: Rs. 5000.00/- per semester + Hostel Mess Fee. Scholarships to deserving Candidates 

are available. 

 

 

 

The Bachelor of Arts Honours degree is study of Theology with History from Humanities. The graduates can have 

vocations/careers as diverse as ministry in church, civil service, social work, teaching, the media, and publishing Eligibility: 

Intermediate (10+2 Passed) from a recognized Institution. Duration: 8 semesters. Fees: Rs. 5000.00/- per semester. Hostel 

Mess Fee. Scholarship to deserving Candidate is available. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
The Master of Theology (M.Th.)/ Master of Arts (M.A.) in Theology  in Old Testament/ New Testament/Christian 

Theology/ Religion/ History of Christianity/Christian Ministry/Missiology is offered with interdisciplinary perspectives. 

While the primary purpose is to equip a person to teach, it is also pursued at higher academic level for the ministry and 

preparation for research at the doctoral level. Eligibility: Bachelor of Divinity/BA Theology & History recognized by 

SHIATS. Duration: 4 semesters. Applicants with University or Theological Bachelor Degree and with further Theological 

Degree (M.Div) are given advanced credit towards Master’s Degree.   Fees: Rs. 7000.00/- per semester Hostel Mess Fee. 

 

 
 
 

The Master of Arts degree in Christian Studies is designed specifically for Graduates in any discipline to have fairly wider 

knowledge of Christianity including religions other than Christianity. Duration: 2 years .  Eligibility: Bachelor Degree 

from a recognized university in any discipline but Applicants with University or Theological Bachelor Degree and with 

further Theological Degree (M.Div) are given advanced credit towards Master’s Degree that can be done in 

residence/compressed semester/modular form.. Fees: Rs. 7500.00/- per semester.  


 
 
 

A Candidate can pursue research in the field of Old Testament/New Testament/Christian Theology/Religions/History of 

Christianity/Christian Ministry/Missiology. Required to undertake 30 Credit course work and Comprehensive Examination 

and Thesis of 45 Credits. Eligibility: Master of Theology (M.Th.)/M.A. in Theology/equivalent recognized by SHIATS. 

Duration: 3 years minimum. Fees: Rs. 35000.00/- per semester. 

 

 

 
 

Ph. D in is a Christian Studies is a  four year research offered for the candidates who can pursue research while maintaining 

their full-time teaching or leadership positions in their respective institution.  Eligibility: Masters degree in any discipline 

from a recognized University and passing  an examination covering foundation courses in Old Testament +New Testament 

+Christian Theology and History of Christianity, Duration 8 semester . Fee: 30,000/- per semester.  
 
 

 

• Download the Application Form from the Website:www.shiats.edu.in  

• Send Application with required documents to The Deputy Registrar, Faculty of Theology, 

SHIATS, P.O. Agricultural Institute, Allahabad-211007  

• Last date of receiving Application is 30
th

 January 2016.  

•  Email: mathew.samp@gmail.com/shiatstheology@gmail.com/ Mob.  +918953807646   
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Female foeticide in India
(ICAN) Girl babies have 
traditionally not been preferred 
by Indian parents primarily 
owing to the prevalence of the 
social evil of dowry in our society 
despite the Dowry Prohibition 
Act, 1961. The preference for 
sons has resulted in 12 million 
girls being aborted over the past 
three decades in India, resulting 
in a skewed child sex ratio of 918 
girls to every 1000 boys in 2011, 
versus 962 in 1981 (The Lancet, 
UK Medical Journal).

It is reported that there are 
entire villages in Rajasthan that 
have not allowed girls to be 
born for several years resulting 
in acutely skewed sex ratios that 
have led to other despicable 
practices like wife-sharing.

According to the Indian 
census, the sex ratio in the 0-6 
age group in India went from 
104.0 males per 100 females in 
1981, to 105.8 in 1991, to 107.8 in 
2001, to 109.4 in 2011. The ratio 
is significantly higher in certain 
states like Punjab and Haryana 
(126.1 and 122.0, as of 2001). 

A UNICEF report estimated 
that “7000 fewer girls were 
born every day because of the 
spread of cheap, prenatal sex-
determination technology.”

Billy Graham: “Prepare for 
persecution”
(Christian Post, USA). The 
Rev. Billy Graham has issued a 
written warning to America’s 
churches, “Prepare for persecu-
tion.” The renowned preacher 
and founder of the Billy Gra-
ham Evangelistic Association 
penned a commentary that was 
posted on his website last week 
and appeared in the November 
edition of Decision magazine.

In the magazine, Graham 
notes that the American church 
has been largely unfamiliar with 
persecution, writing that this 
“immunity to persecution that 
Christians in our country have 
experienced in the past two or 
three centuries is unusual.”

“As a whole, our nation does 
not know what privation is. We 
do not know what sacrifice is. 
We do not know what suffering 
is,” wrote Graham.

“Since we have experienced 
little religious persecution in 
this country, it is likely that 
under pressure many would 
deny Christ. Those who shout 
the loudest about their faith may 
surrender soonest.”
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Muslim mob seizes 
Christian 
(Barnabas team, Bangladesh): 
A mob of around 100 Muslims 
forced a Christian family from 
their home in Dhaka, capital 
of Bangladesh, on 14 October, 
while the police stood by and 
watched. “They wanted to 
shoot me,” said Tapon Cruze. 
“They told us that they would 
kill us if we had opposed the 
expropriation of our house.”

It was a Muslim man, Azijulla, 
who attacked and forced the 
family from their three room 
home. “He asked for money 
in exchange for our property,” 
said Tapon Cruze. “They 
are cheating us. We lost our 
possessions, money, and we’re 
out of the house,” he said. 
Police accompanied the mob 
and did nothing to stop them 
from seizing the home of the 
Christian family.

Christians form a tiny minority 
of the Bangladeshi population 
that is around 90% Muslim. 
Nirmal Rozario, general 
secretary of the Bangladesh 
Christian Association, called the 
attack “a grave injustice against 
the Christian community.”

Earlier this month, a 
Bangladeshi pastor survived a 
knife attack in his own home 
when three men pretending 
they wanted to learn about 

Christianity suddenly attacked 
him and attempted to slit his 
throat. His shouts prompted his 
wife and neighbours to come 
to his rescue, and the men fled.
Violent attacks have increased 
in recent months, and Islamic 
State militants claim to have 
been behind the murders of two 
foreign Christians in September 
and October.

Provocation of minorities in 
India: Moody’s
(IANS, Chennai): The belli-
gerent provocation of various 
Indian minorities has raised 
ethnic tensions, says Moody’s 
Analytics in a report that 
warned of “a possible increase 
in violence. ”In a report titled 
‘India Outlook: Searching for 
Potential’, Moody’s Analytics, 
a division of Moody’s 
Corporation, said, “Along with 
a possible increase in violence, 
the government will face stiffer 
opposition in the upper house 
as debate turns away from 
economic policy.”

Tribal leaders to resist 
displacement
(UCAN, Bhopal): Hundreds 
of tribal leaders in India have 
resolved to resist attempts 
by the government and big 
businesses to take over ancestral 
lands and forests — part of a 
move by Catholic groups to 
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organise the often marginalised 
community in the face of 
rampant development. More 
than 500 delegates from across 
India gathered in Jharkhand 
state, eastern India, to discuss 
the loss of vital land, forest and 
water resources. Organisers of 
the Oct. 24-26 summit — the 
Jesuit Conference of South Asia’s 
indigenous peoples’ ministry — 
say India’s tribal people have for 
centuries been exploited for their 
natural resources. Increasing 
industrialisation has worsened 
the problem in recent years.

Crucified for Christ in Syria
(The Gospel Truth, Syria): 
Christians in Syria are being 
killed by ISIS. They are being 
crucified in public. They are 
being terrorised. So far the 
charity, the Barnabas Fund, has 
liberated 158 Christians from 
Syria and found them a new 
home in Poland.

In areas controlled by the ISIS 
in Syria, Christians have been 
crucified, beheaded, raped and 

subjected to forced conversion. 
The report also says Christian 
children are also being sold as 
slaves. Crucifying these people is 
sending a message and they are 
using forms of killing which they 
believe have been sanctioned by 
Sharia law. More than 700000 of 
Syria’s population of 1.1 million 
Christians have already been 
forced to leave as IS militants 
expanded into the northwest 
of the country. There are now 
no more than 250000 Christians 
living in Syria.

India’s Fuel Embargo
(Asianews, Kathmandu): 
The unofficial embargo on 
exports to Nepal, which India 
imposed on Nepal following 
the promulgation of its new 
constitution, is affecting not 
only Nepalis’ daily life, but that 
of the Christian community 
as well. Some Nepali Catholic 
priests and Christian pastors 
spoke to AsiaNews about how 
fuel shortages are preventing 
the faithful from coming to 
church to pray and limiting 
missionary work among the 
country’s poor.

More than a month since the 
start of the blockade, things 
in Nepal are getting worse. 
In recent weeks, gas and fuel 
supplies from India dropped by 
90 per cent. This will negatively 
impact the country’s growth 
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prospects, already affected by 
last April’s earthquake. Basic 
necessities are in short supply; 
the transportation system has 
been disrupted; and schools 
are closed. The hardships of 
everyday life are badly affecting 
relations between communities.

Persecution In Pakistan
(UCAN, Pakistan): In Pakistan’s 
Punjab province, a Christian 
woman suffered gang rape, 
while another was set on fire 
and nearly burned to death after 
she refused to marry her former 
boyfriend. A few weeks ago, 
another Christian woman was 
abducted and forced to marry a 
Muslim man. The mistreatment 
of women and religious 
minorities in Pakistan continue 
to be the biggest human rights 
concern in the nation.

Support To Churches
(APFC, Secunderabad): The 
Andhra Pradesh Federation of 
Churches (APFC), submitted a 
memorandum to Sri. N. Chan-
drababu Naidu, Hon. Chief 

Minister of A.P. in his Camp Of-
fice at Vijayawada in September 
2015. 

Leaders met the Chief Min-
ister and explained to him the 
stand of APFC opposing the 
move of the Government to set 
up a board for church proper-
ties.APFC is opposed to the in-
terference of the Government 
in the administrative affairs 
of the churches, dioceses and 
their institutions including 
their properties, which is guar-
anteed by the Indian Constitu-
tion under the Articles 25 to 30. 
In his response, the Chief Min-
ister assured the AFTC delega-
tion that he was aware of the 
nature of churches properties 
and his Government would 
not set up a Board for Church 
properties.

Hindu Radicals Beat 
Christians
(Morning Star News): Hindu 
radicals reportedly attacked a 
group of Christians with guns, 
axes, spades and clubs during 
a prayer meeting at a village in 
Jharkhand state, India. Despite 
the beating, which sent six 
people to the hospital, Christians 
refused to stop worshiping 
Christ and turn to Hindu idols, 
as they were told.

Hindu extremists threatened 
to ‘finish off’ the group of 30 
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Christians, including a pastor, 
if they continued praying to 
Christ. The attackers damaged 
the pastor’s motorbike, and 
dragged out the associate pastor 
demanding that Christians 
start worshiping Hindu idols.
Several Christians at the church 
were then mercilessly beaten, 
including a 60-year-old woman 
who had both hands fractured.

Pastor Shot Dead In 
Jharkhand

(Wife and children of the pastor)
(Christian today): A pastor of an 
independent pentecostal church, 
Chamu Hasda Purty aged 54, 
was shot dead in Sandhi village 
of Khunti district of Jharkhand 
by a group of miscreants.

Pastor Chamu along with his 
wife was in his house when 
some unidentified men knocked 
at the door under the pretext 
of seeking prayers from the 
pastor while claiming to be sick. 
When the pastor’s wife checked 
through the adjacent room’s 
window, she was frightened to 
see 3-4 people wearing a uniform 
with rifles in their hand.

When the couple refused to 
open the door, the miscreants 
broke the door open and fired 
indiscriminately on the pastor, 
who died on the spot.

Superintendent of Police 
Anis Gupta said that they have 
identified the killers and are on 
their trail though they are unsure 
of the motive of the killing.

Christian Leaders Condemn 
‘Growing’ Intolerance In 
India
(IANS): Christians from across 
India condemned the ‘growing” 
intolerance in the country and 
criticised what they described 
as ‘sinister attempts’ to do away 
with the reservation policy in a 
statement, signed by over 100 
Christian community leaders 
and activists to express their 
anger over violence against 
Dalits, Adivasis, women, 
religious minorities and even 
the ghar-wapsi campaign, a 
programme to convert non-
Hindus to Hinduism.

Did you pray for 

Light of Life
today?

Thank you for praying!
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Fear not, O Land (Andhra Pradesh- Amaravati), 
be glad and rejoice, for the Lord will do great 
things. Joel 2:21.

“Enlarge the place of your tent, and let the curtains 
of your habitations be streteched out, do not hold 
back; lengthen of your cords and strengthen your 
stakes. Isaiah. 54:2.

- Wonderful Opportunity for Business men and Business women and 
Ministries and other Establishments or Ministries at the New Capital city 
of Andhra Pradesh at Amaravati. 

BE TRULY INDEPENDENT BECOME YOUR OWN BOSS. 

Together we can do something beautiful for the people of India. 
Together let us make a different for The Digital India.

Know Amaravati, the dream capital of Andhra Pradesh The Amaravati 
master plan envisages nodes and corridors for a transit-oriented  
development approach. GOD BLESS YOU.

FRANCHISE DEVELOPMENT SERVICES:

Contact Office:

ALWYN ENOCH GORANTLA
# 1-6-228/A, Ramnagar, Parsigutta Road, Hyderabad- 500 020.

Telangana State- India. e-mail: alwynenoch@yahoo.com
Mobile: +91 8121129001.

NEW CAPITAL CITY all set to create history.  

A global standard city is emerging! - The pride of Andhra Pradesh. 
Amaravati, the people’s capital. Pride of Andhra, Future of India. 

miracles can 
happen if you are  

with us.

Arise, Shine O INDIA: Amaravati- A.P.- Andhra Pradesh
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