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LETTERS

YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 
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The Biblical Magazine

every month i get the magazine 
regularly. All the articles are very 
good. Really, it is the magazine for 
Christian growth. especially, the 
article ‘Character study’. the writer, 
Vijay thangiah, gives the details 
of the character. he is a good Bible 
teacher. i thank him for his articles 
because they are useful for the 
readers, pastors and all.

May god bless all the writers of the 
magazine. thank you.

Jasmine L. Macwan, Ahmedabad, 
Guj.

The Writing Gift

i have gone through the article ‘the 
Wise and the foolish Virgins’ by B. 
Joy Vasanthi (June 2019). indeed, it 
is a powerful message and i do highly 
appreciate the writing gift given by 
our Lord Jesus to the writer. Keep up 
this wonderful work for the glory of 
god. May the Lord richly bless her 
and her family.

Praveen Chand, Dehradun, 
Uttarkhand.

Thank You

You sent me the Light of Life 
magazine as a gift on my request and 
till today i am still receiving it. thank 
you for your love and kindness. Now 
i am under treatment due to the 
heart attack that I suffered on April 
22, 2019. Jesus gave me new life and 
a new heart for his glory and the 
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glorious gospel work. i have been 
an evangelist since 1950, when Jesus 
gave me the chance in my village 
through the local Methodist Church 
pastor. i was a very strong communist 
in my young life. god gave me and my 
wife eight children, of which six are 
evangelists doing part time jobs.

Pray for me and my wife, Kamla, 
and write and encourage us. Again, 
thank you for your love.

Samuel Chandera Tyagi, Narela, 
North Delhi.

Appreciate The Hard Work

i really appreciate the hard work 
done by g. Jilisha on the article, 
‘Divided Christianity’ (July 2019), 
and also thank the publisher for 
publishing it as well.

it takes a lot to continue living 
with this struggle. After all, we all are 
one, Christians, and it is horrifying 
to know and tolerate that fellow 
Christians have divided this unity, 
happiness and companionship of 
Christianity and its true spirit by 
casteism, discrimination and other 
hindrances. if god is not doing it but 
judging it, who are we to do so and 
who has given us the permission to do 
so? such acts are mere disturbances 
created for unhealthy relationships 
with one another.

that is why in today’s world, 
Christians have become more 
vulnerable than other religions, as 
we ourselves don’t value our religion, 
do not have tolerance and are not 
able to accept others the way they 
are. hence, the vulnerability. 

i sincerely hope these bridges are 
not created anymore, and we people 
just follow the one, rather than 
looking for flaws and creating more 
gaps. All the hard work done by the 
Creator goes in vain, when such 
things happen.

Let us not look on our own 
denominations and be slaves of caste, 
but let us move forward, higher and 
look for his directions.

today, the world needs more 
compassion and kindness, and we 
as Christians are only able to fill this 
emptiness by helping one another, 
not only in our community, but to 
others as well and prove to be better 
examples. Only in doing so we fulfil 
the desires of the one who sent us 
on earth, as only keeping him happy 
helps accomplish our mission.

DeWitt Johnson, Vadodara, 
Gujarat.

Interesting Read  

i would like to express my 
sincere thanks and appreciation to 
the editorial team of Light of Life 
magazine for regularly publishing 
excellent and educative articles.

it was interesting to read  the 
article ‘Poor Powerless empowerer’ 
by Kuruvilla Chandy in July 2019 
issue of Light of Life, explaining 
the life beyond suffering, death 
and resurrection, the liberating 
power of the gospel of Jesus , the vital 
liberating force of the cross of Christ, 
his love, and resurrection.

M. G. Mathews, Mumbai, 
Maharashtra.
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not a museum for saints.” 
speaking in one sense, people 
who come into the church remain 
sinners all their life, but they have 
come there to learn how not to go 
on sinning (1Jn.2:1), but become 
overcomers. those who have 
been there as patients longer 
than the newcomers may have 
some practical tips to give from 
experience, but they realise that 
they are also patients still!

the church is not for perfect 
people. imagine a man, who grew 
up in a family where there was 
fighting and quarrelling instead 
of love and affection, who grew 
up and mixed with the wrong 
kind of friends and ended up as a 
criminal. then he gets converted 
and becomes a Christian. But 
before he gets time to make 
progress in his spiritual life and 
become more like Christ, he gets 
compared with a non-Christian 
who had a good upbringing and 

Editorial

Why Church?

there is a story about 
a man who found two 
boys arguing. they told 

him that they were looking for 
the biggest liar on earth to give 
him a prize. the man looked at 
them with a show of disgust and 
told them that they should be 
occupied with worthier matters 
and that at their age he never told 
any lies. they promptly awarded 
the prize to him! one of the 
common reasons people give for 
not ‘going to church’ is that the 
church is full of hypocrites! Let 
him who has never pretended or 
put on an act cast the first stone!

“the Christian church is a 
society of sinners. it is the only 
society in the world in which 
membership is based upon the 
single qualification that the 
candidate shall be unworthy of 
membership” (Charles Clayton 
Morrison). As many have said, “a 
church is a hospital for sinners, 
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Editorial
education and is very ‘civilised’ in 
his speech and behaviour. then 
someone may think that this 
non-Christian is actually better 
than the so-called Christian and 
get upset with Christianity itself! 
No, all Christians are still under 
renovation; God hasn’t finished 
with us yet. All of us struggle, to 
more or less  extent, 
with the baggage we 
carry from the past 
which each of us has 
collected differently 
from our special 
circumstances – the 
Pharisee from his 
legalistic background 
to the person who 
has always lived a loose life – and 
only god is in a position to see us 
completely as we are through his 
eyes of grace.

We ought to walk in a way that 
becomes more and more worthy 
of the calling with which god has 
called us – as saints (Col.1:10). 
even though it is ultimately a 
matter which each individual 
has to deal with, the church is 
one of god’s provisions for this 
transformation to take place, the 
others being the new heart he 
has given, the holy spirit who 
dwells within and the written 
word of god.

of course, when we say ‘church’ 
it is not the building we refer 

All of us struggle, to 
more or less  extent, 
with the baggage we 
carry from the past 

which each of us has 
collected differently 

from our special 
circumstances –

to, but the group of people who 
gather together in the name 
of their Lord and saviour to 
worship him, to learn from his 
word, to pray to him and to 
receive comfort, encouragement, 
correction, teaching and guidance 
to live our life according to his 
will. the church is also referred 

to as the body of Christ 
with each of his children 
forming an individual 
part of that body. that 
is why ‘going to church’ 
should not be referring 
to going to a particular 
place, but going for a 
meeting together of 
that body.

one of the reasons why many 
do not grow up to be mature even 
after becoming a Christian is that 
they do not use this provision 
that God is offering them through 
the church. it is sad that many 
consider attending church as a 
duty to be got over with minimal 
commitment. that is because 
they have not understood how 
church can be a great source of 
blessing for them.

for some people, ‘worship’ is 
only about singing a few songs or 
going through a few prayers. Many 
of them stay passively listening 
to what is going on, mentally 
giving marks for the choir or just 
enjoying the music. But the time 
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of worship in the church is where 
we can renew our personal 
connection with god, recognise 
and acknowledge who god is to 
us, take our position before god 
humbly seeing who we are before 
him, setting things right with him 
and resolving to walk closer to 
him. if we join in the songs from 
our heart, thinking of what we are 
saying with our lips, 
examining ourselves 
to see if they are real in 
our practical life, giving 
thanks and worship to 
him, etc., each single 
time of worship can 
be so meaningful to us 
that we actually look 
forward to the next 
time.

the message from 
the word of god can 
be like a mirror from 
god to show us where 
we stand before his eyes. our 
goal then is not to evaluate the 
preacher and give him credit for 
his oration, but to get to know 
the will of god, to gain wisdom 
of god regarding how we ought 
to relate to him and the people 
and things of this world. We 
receive encouragement, comfort, 
correction and direction from 
god that we need for our life 
(1Cor.14:3). if the spirit of god 
prophetically exposes our true 

condition to us as we listen to the 
speaker (vv.24,25), that becomes 
the spiritual equivalent of a full 
body scan which doctors use 
to identify hidden faults in our 
physical body. if we are humble 
and sincere about wanting to 
become like Christ, won’t we 
come again and again to get this 
scan done?

the word of god 
is to minister to our 
heart and lead us to 
action rather than 
to merely add more 
information to our 
mind. Preaching of the 
word is one of the main 
ways in which god 
gives us spiritual food 
(1Cor.1:21;1Pet.2:2). 
When god is trying to 
feed us, see what we 
can miss if we sit there 

with our mind occupied with our 
earthly concerns!

if the time of meeting with god 
through the church is to be utilised 
properly, it is essential that prayer 
must flow from our heart to God in 
spoken and unspoken ways as we 
spend time interacting with him, 
asking for help and intervention 
in many ways. if there is no such 
inclination in our heart we must 
be such proud creatures who 
imagine that we can manage our 

The time of worship 
in the church is where 

we can renew our 
personal connection 
with God, recognise 

and acknowledge who 
God is to us, take our 
position before God 

humbly seeing who we 
are before Him, setting 
things right with Him 
and resolving to walk 

closer to Him.
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Jacob Ninan 

lives without too much help from 
god (Matt.5:3).

it was during such a gathering 
of the church in Antioch in the 
early days of the church that 
god made clear his calling for 
Barnabas and saul to embark on 
a missionary journey (Acts.13:2). 
it can be as we spend time before 
the Lord that he can speak to us 
too, giving us a burden in our 
heart concerning some work he 
wants us to do for him. this is 
how we can grow up from being 
merely spiritual children to those 
who become responsible towards 
others in need.

god has never meant for us to 
be alone in our spiritual journey. 
it is when we get involved with 
other like-minded people in the 
church that we can receive much 
blessing in our lives in different 
ways and also become a blessing 
to the others. it may be that 
we can encourage one another, 
meet one another’s immediate 
needs (tit.3:14), work together 
for the building up of the others 
(eph.4:16), etc. None of us is 
designed to stand alone without 
any support coming from the 
others, and in the same way, others 
too need us to meet needs in their 
life that god has equipped us for.

of course, there is the challenge 
of having to bear with the 

weaknesses we see in others 
as well as becoming known 
for our own weaknesses. But, 
if we can learn to endure, this 
melting pot that is the church 
can work for the good of all of 
us in the long run, even though 
in the short term there may be 
hurts and misunderstandings 
(heb10:36;Jas.1:12). Withdraw-
ing from others when we get hurt 
is an easy way out, but that will 
prevent our further growth and 
also that of the body of Christ. 
Many people just try to avoid 
problems, but as a result they 
do not venture out into new 
opportunities of personal growth 
and ministries.

After all that is written about 
what the church can do for us, 
let us be clear about one thing 
– how much we will benefit 
from the church will depend on 
how serious we are personally 
about walking with god and how 
willing we are to serve others. 
Let us not look at the church as 
an institution or an organisation 
but as it is meant to be, the living 
body of Christ in which we have 
an important part to play.
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Jerusalem to realise a cherished 
ambition to attend the Passover, 
but instead he found himself 
walking to the ‘Place of the skull’ 
carrying a cross for a condemned 
criminal. But as he looked at 
Jesus, simon’s bitterness turned 
to wondering amazement and 
finally to faith. He became a 
Christian and also his family and 
his sons Alexander and Rufus (as 
told in Mark 15:21), some of the 
choicest souls in the church. Paul 
calls the mother of Rufus, as ‘my 
mother also’ (Rom.16:13). simon 
must have told them, “i was used 
to carry Jesus’ cross.” We can also 
carry Jesus’ cross if we share 
the good news of salvation with 
others.

As Jesus heads to Calvary, Luke 
records an incident that expresses 
Jesus’ concern for the fate of 
Jerusalem as a band of women 
came weeping after him. Jesus 
tells them not to weep for him, 
but for themselves, and warns of a 
future situation that is even worse 
than the events surrounding his 
crucifixion. We can see Jesus’ 
forgiveness and love even before 
his words on the cross.

it was a hot day, and Jesus 
struggled up the winding 
road from Jerusalem to 

golgotha carrying the heavy 
cross. Jesus was required, like 
others condemned to crucifixion, 
to carry the cross-bar. the 
wood was heavy, and Jesus was 
weakened by the maltreatment. 
he had been beaten so badly that 
he had lost much blood.

Forgiveness For Us

in The Passion of Christ, Mel 
gibson shows this graphically 
and most of us found it difficult 
to watch. But that was what 
really happened. someone has 
calculated that he lost 6.1 litres 
of blood! how much the Lord 
Jesus suffered for you and me 
even before the crucifixion! Jesus 
began by carrying his cross, but 
under its weight his strength 
gave out and he could carry it no 
further. the Roman soldiers could 
press civilians such as simon from 
Cyrene into service, and so simon 
had to help Jesus carry the cross 
to golgotha. try to imagine the 
feelings of simon. he had come to 

FORGIVENESS - THE MARK 
OF A CHRISTIAN

“Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing”

PETER S. C. POTHAN
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As Jesus is nailed to the cross to 
hang there for six hours, we can 
see his great forgiveness. the 
presence of two criminals with 
Jesus emphasises the humiliation 
of his execution and perhaps also 
His identification with sinners 
in his death as well as in his life. 
Luke’s narrative is concise and 
effective in presenting the brutal 
facts. Nor is it surprising that he, 
who constantly portrayed Jesus 
both as offering God’s grace and 
forgiveness to sinners 
(e.g., 7:40-43) and 
in praying for them, 
is the only one who 
records his prayer for 
the forgiveness of his 
executors (v.34). Jesus 
says from the cross, 
“father, forgive them, 
for they do not know what they 
are doing.”

Who is he praying for? the 
chief priests, the sadducees, the 
Pharisees and the Jerusalem 
crowd that cried “Crucify him!” he 
prays for his murderers, and this 
prayer evokes curiously different 
reactions in his hearers. the 
execution squad is too intent on 
their gambling for his clothes to 
heed what was taking place. the 
rulers scoff at such an inglorious 
end to one who claimed to be a 
king. the soldiers, parrot-wise, 
repeat the sneers of the rulers. 
A placard mocking his claims 
is nailed above his head. one of 

the criminals hanging at his side 
vents all his bitterness on the one 
who claims to be the Messiah. one 
person alone seems to see any 
further, the other criminal who 
begs and receives forgiveness 
and peace from the Lord Jesus. 
then, committing himself to his 
father, Jesus dies and the manner 
of his dying opens many eyes. 
the centurion in charge of the 
execution exclaims, “surely this 
was a righteous man.” Let us never 

forget that he was also 
praying for us, as it 
was our sins that put 
him on the cross!

in a similar situation, 
we would be upset 
and cursing our 
persecutors; Jesus not 
only forgives them but 

even prays for his persecutors. 
As Barclay says, “Christian 
forgiveness is an amazing thing.” 
When stephen was being stoned 
to death, he too prayed, “Lord, do 
not hold this sin against them” 
(Acts.7:66). there is nothing 
as lovely and rare as Christian 
forgiveness. When an unforgiving 
spirit is threatening to turn our 
hearts to bitterness, let us again 
hear our Lord asking forgiveness 
for those who crucified Him and his 
servant Paul saying to his friends, 
“Be kind and compassionate to 
one another, forgiving each other, 
just as in Christ, god forgave you” 
(eph.2:32). Jesus’ word from the 

When an unforgiving 
spirit is threatening 
to turn our hearts to 

bitterness, let us again 
hear our Lord asking 
forgiveness for those 
who crucified Him 
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cross is a call to us to do the same 
to our enemies. he taught us to 
pray, “forgive us our sins as we 
forgive the sins of others.” “But if 
you do not forgive men their sins, 
your father will not forgive your 
sins” (Matt.6:16).

Forgiving Others

the history of the church is full 
of Christians forgiving others. 
the church has seen martyrs 
throughout the centuries. the 
word ‘martyr’ comes from the 
greek verb martyreo which 
means ‘to bear witness’ which 
they did at the expense of their 
lives. Polycarp was the bishop 
of smyrna in the second century 
who had been instructed by the 
apostles and especially John. he 
was asked in his old age by the 
Roman authorities to disown 
Christ and say, “Caesar is Lord.” 
But he refused saying, “seventy 
years i have served him and he 
has done me no wrong. how can i 
forsake him now?” he was burnt 
at the stake but he called out, 
“Be strong Polycarp and play the 
man” and died a martyr.

thomas Crammer the 
archbishop developed the Church 
of england under henry Viii 
and edward Vi. he introduced 
doctrinal reform and produced 
the first English Book of Common 
Prayer in 1547 and introduced 
congregational prayer and 
singing. When King edward died 

and Mary took over, as a zealous 
Roman Catholic she dismantled 
the Anglican Church and burnt 
bishops Latimer and Ridley at the 
stake. Latimer encouraged Ridley, 
“Be of good comfort Master Ridley, 
and play the man. We shall this 
day light such a candle by god’s 
grace in england as never shall 
be put out.” Crammer witnessed 
this and later followed them to 
the stake.

 there have been many others 
who have witnessed for Christ 
by their death in these last two 
millennia, like the missionary 
graham staines, working among 
the lepers in odisha, who was 
burnt with his two sons in his car 
by rabid hindu fundamentalists 
some years ago. however, Mrs. 
gladys staines publicly forgave 
the murderers and many people 
said, “if this is Christianity, i want 
to know it.”

A tribal man in North east india, 
who accepted Christ, was asked, 
“What if others in your tribe do 
not follow you?” he replied, “i 
have decided to follow Jesus. 
there is no turning back!” that 
has become a popular chorus. 
his tribal chief demanded that 
he recant, but he refused. his 
sons were killed before him and 
then his wife, but he stood firm. 
finally, he himself was killed. But 
his firm faith and martyrdom 
led to the whole tribe becoming 
Christians. Will you stand for 
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             Do YOU feel called to REACH THE UNREACHED? 

    Reach the unreached people groups in North India / Muslim nations 

Jesus said, The harvest is plentiful but the labourers are few.. send forth laborers 

(Luke 10:2) Be my witnesses..even to the uttermost parts of the world(Acts 1:8) 

KINGDOM SCHOOL 

We TRAIN, EQUIP & SEND   

We train and equip young mission minded men with a call and passion to 
reach the lost and help them find and fulfil their call  

Come and be equipped as soldiers in the army of God’s Kingdom! 

Join the practical 40 days’ INTENSIVE CROSS-CULTURAL MISSIONS 

TRAINING in New Delhi to be equipped as cross-cultural missionaries and 

pioneer church planters to reach the unreached places, people groups in India / 

West Asia (7 churches in the Book of Revelation) / Muslim nations 

TOPICS  - Making disciples, Multiplication of disciples, Different methods of 

Outreach / Evangelism / Church Planting with practical exposure, How to reach 

out to Muslims, How to be led by the Spirit, How to Fulfil God’s purpose and 

call in your life, Partnerships in Ministry and working with other ministries, 

Fund-raising to support your ministry, How to trust in God and much more 

The training is exclusively in ENGLISH and taught by well experienced 

International and Indian teachers who has rich practical experience in missions  

The candidates should  

• be between 22-35 years and be able to communicate well in English  

• have good Bible knowledge OR Bible College qualification  
• have a passion to reach the lost with some experience in ministry  
• be willing to adopt a new culture and learn a new language if needed 
• be in good sound health for long-term ministry  
We select 20 candidates from churches, ministries, Bible Colleges all over 

India. Regular daily outreach will be done by the students during the training. 

After the training we choose some candidates to go to the unreached places / 

people groups in North India and some to go to West Asia / Muslim nations  

KINGDOM SCHOOL training will be held in NEW DELHI 

 Dates: Oct 20-Nov 30, 2019         SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE  

Contact us soon for more details and the APPLICATION FORM  

                                              Email: ksd4nations@gmail.com 

Dr John Thomas 09654987351  John Palle 08586944124   Rohit Kumar 08375820128 
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Christ in whatever persecution 
you face?

in Khandamal, in odisha in 
india, Christians were tortured 
and killed, pastors murdered and 
churches burnt by the Bajrang Dal 
in 2008. But as the Christians went 
back to their villages in 2012 they 
had resolved to forgive those who 
harmed them and to share the 
love of Jesus with them. Churches 
have been rebuilt and evangelists 
are trekking several kilometres 
into the hilly areas 
to preach and many 
new churches have 
sprung up. two of 
those who were the 
most violent persecutors have 
found the Lord and have become 
ardent witnesses for him. one 
of them is called the ‘st. Paul of 
Khandamal’. god is still doing 
miracles.

five American missionaries 
were brutally murdered by the 
Auca tribals, but their wives and 
sisters went back to them and led 
them to the Lord. in 1966, Rachael 
saint, sister of Nate saint the pilot, 
stood on the platform in West 
Berlin in a conference of 1200 
evangelical leaders along with 
gegito, the Auca chief who had 
murdered the missionaries and 
said, “gegito has since repented 
from his sin and received Christ 
as his personal saviour. he is 
now my brother in Christ.” there 

was scarcely a dry eye in the 
assembly.

finally, there was the Catholic 
nun, sister Rani Maria who was 
brutally murdered and stabbed 
54 times by samundar singh in 
broad daylight while travelling in 
a bus in Madhya Pradesh 18 years 
ago and then flung to the roadside 
to bleed to death. her assailant 
was captured and condemned 
to death. But her younger sister 
selmy, who belonged to the same 

order, met him in prison 
and told him, “We as a 
family forgive you!” they 
then appealed to the 
governor to pardon him. 

the governor was shocked and 
said, “only a Christian could do 
this!” After his release, samundar 
singh visited sister Maria’s grave 
in Kerala and was welcomed by 
her family who treated him as a 
brother. he accepted Christ and 
said that he was misled by the lies 
of others.

forgiveness is the mark of a 
Christian. how can we show it in 
our lives? Jesus said, “But if you 
do not forgive men their sins, your 
father will not forgive your sins.” 
May you at least take this lesson 
from our Lord on the cross!

Forgiveness is the mark 
of a Christian. How can 
we show it in our lives? 

Peter S. C. Pothan is 
the Academic Consultant 

at the Global School of 
Open Learning, and lives in 

Bangalore. 
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God equipped Joseph to fulfil his 
dream through his being sold as 
slave to a foreigner. his time in 
prison prepared him to be the 
ruler of egypt. god prepared him 
so that through him the people 
of israel would grow to a nation. 
god prepared Moses to lead israel 
in the wilderness. Joshua was the 
successor of Moses, about whom 
god promised, “there shall not 
any man be able to stand before 
you all the days of thy life: as 
i was with Moses, so i will be 

with you: i will not fail 
you, nor forsake you” 
(Josh.1:5). god directly 
spoke to samuel, King 
David, the wise man 
solomon, and all the 
prophets. god, with all 
his might and majesty, 

ministered to his people to equip 
them for the ministry of his 
kingdom.

Jesus equipped his disciples 
through keeping them with him, 
taught them all that he received 
from his father in heaven, 
trained them with instructions 
and promises, encouraged 
them when they were in misery. 
ultimately, he trusted them and 
handed over the responsibility 
to take the gospel to all creation. 

the purpose of life is to be 
equipped. every stage of 
life equips us to prepare 

for the next stage of life. A mother 
equips her child from the day she 
conceives the child in her womb. 
the father equips the child from 
the birth till the death. teach-
ers equip the child as student, 
friends equip one another, and in 
the family everyone take part in 
equipping one another. equipping 
is part of everyone’s 
life. Religion equips its 
followers. society/na-
tion equips its citizens. 
everyone is involved 
both in equipping and 
being equipped simul-
taneously. the family 
is the primary place for 
effective equipping. Though ev-
eryone is involved in equipping, 
ultimately, it is god who equips.

God The Master Equipper

god is responsible of equipping 
his people. he is directly involved 
in equipping his people. god spent 
his time with Adam and eve every 
evening. he walked with enoch. 
he directly called Abraham and 
equipped him to be the father of 
faith to the people of all nations. 

EQUIPPING GOD’S PEOPLE
This is an urgent and important need of the hour.

C. RAJASEKARAN

The Holy Spirit is 
indwelling the life of 
every believer. He 

continues to teach us 
the way and the will 

of God.
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the holy spirit is indwelling the 
life of every believer. he continues 
to teach us the way and the will of 
god. We, as believers of the new 
covenant, are blessed that the 
triune god is directly involved in 
equipping us. god is the master 
equipper; he equips us in the 
heavenly realm where he blesses 
his people with all his spiritual 
gifts in Christ (eph.1:3).

Bible – Messages For Equipping

god is not only involved directly 
in equipping his people, but he 
has also granted his written 
words so that they will keep 
reminding us. the word of god 
is given for the people of god to 
understand god’s will and ways 
so that they will be what they 
ought to be. his words will fulfil 
all that he wishes. the Bible is 
full of god’s messages that were 
spoken to his people and is full 
of his mighty acts of grace and 
justice among his people and 
through his people in the history 
of the world. god inspired Moses 
to write all that he said, so that 
his words will be kept for the 
next generations. he continued 
to speak to his prophets about 
the future events. some have 
been fulfilled, while some are yet 
to be. the apostles of Jesus wrote 
all that they saw, heard, and 
experienced from their Lord.

the written words have 
been kept safe generation after 

generation. today, the Bible is 
available in all major languages 
at economical price. Psalm 1 
says, “Meditate on the word of 
god day and night.” the word of 
god has life and purpose to equip 
everyone. it is a two edged sword. 
No one can stand against it. David 
says he eats the word of god 
which tastes sweeter than honey. 
he continues, “it is a lamp to 
my feet, food when i am hungry, 
water when i am thirsty, friend 
when i am lonely, etc.” the Bible 
is the text book of human life. Let 
the word of god dwell in our lives 
richly and equip us for its own 
desire. the word of god equips 
us everywhere: while we walk, 
talk, sleep, eat, work, etc. it has no 
specific place, but is everywhere 
and every time.

Ministers For Equipping

the church is a called-out 
community. it is the body of Christ. 
Christ, the head of the church, 
equips his body to comprehend 
and fit with the Head. The church 
is the bride while Christ is the 
groom, who prepares her to be 
perfect and to present her pure. 
god made the church the place 
of equipping his people with 
appointed ministers: prophets, 
apostles, teachers, pastors and 
evangelists (eph.4:11,12). god’s 
people need all these ministries 
unceasingly and systematically. 
the church is the place for them 
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to contribute what they are called 
for.

equipping god’s people is an 
urgent and important need of 
the hour. failure to equip god’s 
people by god-provided sources 
will result in satan turning god’s 
people to build the kingdom 
of evil. the wise will make use 
of all opportunities to equip 
god’s people with all available 
resources. “Wherefore he said, 
‘Awake thou that sleeps, and 
arise from the dead, and Christ 
shall give you light.’ see then that 
ye walk circumspectly, not as 
fools, but as wise, redeeming the 
time, because the days are evil. 
Wherefore be ye not unwise, but 

understanding what the will of 
the Lord is. And be not drunk with 
wine, wherein is excess; but be 
filled with the Spirit; speaking to 
yourselves in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody in your heart to 
the Lord; giving thanks always for 
all things unto god and the father 
in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ; submitting yourselves 
one to another in the fear of god” 
(eph 5:14-21).

C. Rajasekaran  
is a former missionary 

and pastor, and 
presently teaches 

Missions.
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decided to thwart their plunder, 
inflicting on them a devastating 
blow by defeating them. Aware 
of his urge and zeal to decimate 
Midianites, god chose gideon 
to lead the battle. An angel 
promptly appeared to gideon 
saying, “Mighty hero, the Lord is 
with you” (Judg.6:6-12). in fact, 
gideon was neither a ‘mighty hero’ 
nor was the Lord with his people 
at that time. the annunciation 
came when ‘hero’ gideon was 
hiding from his enemies in a 
winepress, while threshing his 
wheat sulking that the Lord had 
deserted them all.

Addressing him as ‘mighty 
hero’ might sound like gideon 
being taunted for his timidity. But 
the Lord was only complimenting 
him in advance for what gideon 
was going to accomplish. the 
Lord was acknowledging 
gideon’s victory even before it 
all began. gideon too had risen 
to match the Lord’s expectations 
when he fearlessly marched his 
army of just 300 men into the 
battlefield, while the enemies 
were in multitudes and recording 
a landslide victory. inspired 
probably by the folklore of 

shaky in faith, scared of 
enemies, full of questions, 
Gideon hardly fits the 

profile of a faith warrior. He never 
trusted god at one go. his faith was 
never spontaneous and implicit, 
to be lauded as the best. Yet 
gideon made it to the hall of fame 
of faith warriors (heb.11:26). 
Considering the spiritual crisis at 
that time, probably gideon was 
the Lord’s best choice when he 
wanted to shield his people from 
the Midianites. the Lord can use, 
in an extraordinary way, not just 
the strong in faith, but also those 
who are weak.

A goldsmith works on precious 
metals and priceless diamonds, 
but a potter labours on the utterly 
worthless dirt and clay. But 
god is a goldsmith and a potter, 
who made gideon a fascinating 
personality among the judges who 
ruled over the israelites for about 
350 years (Jer.18:2;Mal.3:2).

it was harvest time and the 
Midianites were already on the 
borders to raid the israelites to 
devour the fruits of their labour. 
only, this time, the Lord had 

EMPOWERED BY GOD
Gideon never knew his worth until the Lord found him.

T. A. PRABHU KIRAN
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gideon’s victory, David, the young 
lad, scored a similar resounding 
victory in slaying goliath, the 
giant enemy (1sam.17:51). 
this reminds us of the Lord’s 
comforting words, “fear not 
little flock, for it is your Father’s 
good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom” (Lk.12:32). gideon’s 
faith was boosted to great limits 
when the Lord himself became 
his war general who gave him 
the battle plans. even as we keep 
fighting on a number of issues 
in our lives and in our families, 
the clue for success is 
always to have god as 
our war general and 
the battle planner in 
all.

Like the apostle 
thomas, gideon too 
had trouble in trusting 
god instantaneously. 
had the annunciation been 
conveyed in a vision, gideon 
would have surely had a tough 
time trusting the message to 
be from god. even after direct 
annunciation, gideon did not 
jump at the opportunity. he took 
his own sweet time by ‘testing’ 
the Lord in several ways that 
were tantamount to distrusting 
him. But the Lord, out of his love 
and grace, had to put up with his 
whims to fulfil His eternal will 
just as he did with thomas.

Profound Revelation

the Bible makes it amply clear 
that the Lord uses very ordinary 
people in the most extraordinary 
ways for his exclusive missions. 
the prophet elijah had also 
demonstrated the power of the 
Lord in all its grandeur on Mount 
Carmel as no one had ever done 
before and after. in a bold attempt, 
he threw a public challenge to 
the prophets of Baal, proving at 
the end that he was the prophet 
of the real god and that his god 

was the real god. 
elijah succeeded in 
restoring god’s glory 
among his people, even 
though he was alone 
on god’s side that day. 
his demonstration of 
faith has no parallels 
until now. Yet, talking 
about elijah’s Carmel 

adventure, the Bible has just this 
to say, “elijah was as human as we 
are…” (Jas.5:6). in other words, 
the Bible says there was nothing 
extraordinary about elijah. this 
is the most profound revelation 
in the entire Bible spoken with 
such simplicity.

the world is yet to come across 
a gigantic epic work, like the 
Bible, wherein its author, the true 
and living god, has upheld and 
handled both the vulnerability 

Timid and ordinary 
people accomplishing 

massive works 
propelled by a tiny 

mustard seed size of 
faith is the centre-

point that underlines 
Christianity 
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and the unexplored real worth 
of human beings as his children, 
in such a dignified and incredible 
manner.

timid and ordinary people 
accomplishing massive works 
propelled by a tiny mustard seed 
size of faith is the centre-point 
that underlines Christianity 
founded by Jesus on the 
cross. the Bible is replete with 
such episodes. the law, as part of 
the old testament, was handed 
over to Moses on Mount sinai by 
the Lord himself. And the New 
testament, signifying the era of 
grace, forgiveness, and mercy is 
heralded by Jesus himself on the 
cross opening the floodgates of 
heaven to the sea of humanity. 
unwittingly, we often tend to 
give second, if not inferior, status 
to the old testament. the Bible 
projects the majesty, grace and the 
glory of god in equally powerful 
terms. in the 66 books written by 
forty authors in a span of about 
2000 years in three languages 
and in three continents, the 
Bible document the grace and the 
wisdom of ages with the divinely 
inspired love, forgiveness and 
redemption for all mankind as 
its most single theme running 
all through. in revealing that god 
has descended onto a tiny planet 
called the earth, a minuscule part 
of his own creation, to redeem 

man out of his spiritual mess is 
a testimony to the value and the 
dignity that the Lord has accorded 
to mankind. 

But the victories of gideon, 
David, elijah and others in the 
Bible will just fade before the 
victory of the early Christians 
who took up the stupendous task 
of reaching the far corners of the 
world with the gospel despite 
great persecution. Consequently, 
with the Bible and god becoming 
an integral part of billions of 
people all over the world, the 
redeeming love and forgiveness 
of the Lord Jesus are proclaimed 
at every corner of the world today 
as the only hope for humanity. the 
achievements of those timid and 
insignificant people have come 
to full circle. the Bible and other 
books of church history have 
scripted many such spectacular 
victories by weak and meek 
people when empowered by god. 
the slogan of the Lord and his 
followers to conquer the world is 
the same then and now, “Blessed 
are the meek for they shall inherit 
the earth” (Matt.5:5).

T. A. Prabhu Kiran  
is a journalist-turned-

evangelist, based in 
Hyderabad. He is also a 

Bible teacher, conference 
speaker and writer. 
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us what kind of qualities we wish 
to inculcate in our child. shaping 
a life can be a very important 
responsibility, if taken so.

We can also see that he was 
rooted in his faith on god; “Daniel 
resolved not to defile himself” 
(Dan.1:8). it takes a lot of inner 
strength to do such a thing in 
a young age, and that too in a 
foreign culture and in a house of 
the authority. these things come 
when we practise that faith. We 
have to practise our subjects to 
master them. similarly, we have to 
practise our faith to understand 
it better. No one can help us grow 
in our faith better than our Lord 
himself who cares and responds 
to our every effort. When we 
see our faith bearing fruit, it 
strengthens even more.

As parents, it’s our role to 
inculcate the values that god 
wants his children to have. Later, 
as they go on to face the hardships 
of lives, they will stick to the 
values they are filled with. 

Pass On The Strength

We need to develop and pass 
on our spiritual strength to our 

We all know about 
Daniel. he was a 
young man when 

he was brought to the king’s 
palace. he was handsome, quick 
to understand, had aptitude for 
every kind of learning (Dan.1:4). 
And because he had all these 
qualities he was fit to serve the 
king’s palace. But have you ever 
thought that Daniel had all these 
qualities much before he was 
brought to the palace? something 
must have been done in his 
previous days which made him so.

Parenting – A Responsibility

here we can realise the strength 
of his parents who inculcated 
such values that made him a 
person to be fit to serve the king! 
Many people do not understand 
the importance of parenting and 
do not take it as a responsibility 
towards god. the role of parenting 
can be huge in shaping the skills 
and strengths of a child. the 
word itself says to train up a child 
the way he should go and even 
when he is old, he will not depart 
from it (Prov.22:6). it depends on 

STRENGTHENED BY FAITH
We need to develop and pass on our spiritual strength to our 

children.

DEEPIKA EMMANUEL SAGAR
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children. We learn a thing faster 
which is practically shown to us. 
some things which are regularly 
done in a home will automatically 
become a part of our child’s 
habit. You must have come across 
situations when people relate 
habits of children with their 
parents; the way of sitting or that 
of speaking. if we practise our faith 
in front of our children and teach 
them to do so, even in their own 
‘little’ situations, then it will help 
them grow faster in their spiritual 
realm. Our small efforts will have 
big results with his blessings. We 
cannot give something that we do 

not have. so, if our children have 
that spiritual strength, it will ooze 
out at the times of temptations 
and trials. 

As we see evil things becoming 
a part of our culture, we can be 
assured that god will keep them 
strengthened with all good that 
they have been ‘fed’ with and they 
will be able to win favour from 
the authorities, through Christ, 
just as Daniel did.

Deepika Emmanuel 
Sagar  

is a research scholar in 
Jodhpur, Rajasthan.
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A similar incident is recorded 
in the Bible (Matt. 21:18,19;  
Mk.11:12-14). following his 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem 
on sabbath, Jesus was leaving for 
Bethany and he was hungry. he 
then noticed a fig tree at a distance 
covered with a green lush. he then 
went closer to find if he could find 
any fig to meet his hunger, but was 
disappointed as the tree just had 
leaves, but no fruit. it should also 
be noticed that it was too early in 
the season for fruit (Mk.11:13b).

Not Leaves Alone

When Jesus could not find any 
fruit, he cursed the tree and 
the next morning they found it 
withered from its roots (v.20). 
While reading this i thought it 
unusual to expect fruit when it 
was not the season. But then, why 
has this incident found its place 
in the Bible? in its compactness, 
every single word in the Bible 
has its own significance, written 
with a chief purpose of providing 
the readers with lessons, either 
to teach (Rom.15:4) or to warn 
(1Cor.10:11). Well then, let us 
move ahead to determine the 
lesson from this passage.

Bearing fruit has always been a 
command right from the day man 

During my student days, 
i had a close friend who 
lived with his family – 

his mom, dad, brother, sister-in-
law and a niece. on a weekend, 
i joined them for a picnic to a 
nearby park. it was a pleasant 
blend of spring and winter, 
charming environs garnished 
with colourful blossoms and buds, 
nice lush, tender green leaves and 
a vivifying weather, neither frigid 
nor torrid. We were walking 
around the park, appreciating the 
elegance and the bloom around, 
and i was occupied, entertaining 
his three year old niece. Nearing 
the exit gate, we sat down on 
a bench that was laid just in 
the middle of alluring croton 
trees with captivating leaves in 
different colours. Thinking she 
would be curious, i showed these 
croton trees to the small kid. i was 
taken aback by what she said in 
return! “ebi uncle, the trees look 
so attractive, but have no fruit!” i 
replied, “these trees are known 
for the beauty of their leaves.” “if 
not to bear fruits, what are trees 
then meant for?” she inquired. 
this question of the small kid left 
me pondering. 

NOT LEAVES BUT FRUIT
The axe is already at the root, so obey the calling, repent and 

bear fruit.

EBINESH A.
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was created. god, after creating 
man in his own image and 
breathing life into him blessed 
him to be fruitful (gen.1:28a). 
the same command was repeated 
when he gave mankind a second 
chance following flood during 
Noah’s time (gen.9:1). Being a 
disciple of Jesus is to bear fruits 
(Jn.15:8). this command to bear 
fruits persists right from creation 
to the rapture. Bearing fruits is 
not just a calling but indeed a 
mandate! A warning note was 
given by John the Baptist, any tree 
that does not produce fruit will be 
cut down and be burnt with fire 
(Matt.3:10). Now going parallel to 
our question, let us raise another 
question; in a successful Christian 
life, does it hold good to bear fruits 
only during the season? We were 
chosen and appointed to bear 
lasting fruits – fruits that remain, 
wherever we are (Jn.16:16).

this reminds me of a statement 
made by one of my colleagues 
recently, “there is nothing called 
part-time ministry, being in 
Christ we are a light that always 
glows and a tree that keeps on 
bearing fruit. so it’s not a choice; 
but by default, we keep doing our 
Master’s job.” hence, our calling 
is to bear fruit always and not just 
in season! 
Bearing Fruit

Being a follower of Christ, there 
should always be an urge to 

bear fruit. Bearing fruit confers 
us the identity as a disciple of 
Christ (Jn.15:8). Being led by the 
spirit, we ought to bear the fruit 
of the spirit – love, joy, peace, 
forbearance, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control (gal.5:22,23). And  fruit 
is to be born at all moments, all 
circumstances and all days of 
life. Bearing fruits is a sequential 
process of getting uprooted from 
the world, getting planted in 
Christ and remaining in him.

a. Uprooted and rooted. i 
happened to attend a summer 
camp where the speaker, even 
before he started preaching, 
placed a question to the audience, 
“Are you ready to die?” initially, 
we were planted in wickedness 
and filth. When we were bound 
to sinful passions, we bore fruit 
for death (Rom.7:5). Any plant 
that was not planted by the Lord 
will be uprooted (Matt.15:13). 
so the initial step would be to 
getting uprooted from evil and 
getting rooted in Christ. As 
edwin Lois Cole rightly put it in 
order – rebellion, repentance, 
reconciliation and restoration. 
We were crucified with Christ 
and in spirit we are planted in 
god (Rom.7:6;6:6). the one who 
meditates on the law of the Lord 
is compared to a tree planted by 
the bank of a river, well-watered 
and nourished, bearing its fruit 
(Psa.1:2,3). in the parable of the 
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sower who went to sow seeds, 
the seeds that fell on shallow soil 
with rock beneath soon withered 
because they didn’t have deep 
roots (Matt.11:21;Mk.4:17). 
having been planted in Christ, 
it is also very essential to have 
roots running deep to nourish 
ourselves and to withstand harsh 
storms. 

b. Remain in Him. A Christian 
is often compared to a branch of 
grape vine (Jn.15:5). Jesus is the 
Vine and the Lord its gardener. 
A branch cannot survive by itself 
unless it stays attached to the vine. 
Specific tissues in plants named 
xylem and phloem have been 
described to supply nutrients 
across the plant, similar to blood 
vessels in humans. Nutrients, 
water and minerals absorbed by 
the root are transported through 
these vascular tissues to various 
parts of the plant. stem is the 
communication between the 
root and the branch. hence, it is 
obvious that a branch detached 
from the stem is just dead, it has 
no life in it. Akin to a branch cut off 
from a vine are our lives without 
Christ. hence, if one desires 
to produce fruit, he/she must 
remain in Christ, who through 
the spirit nourishes them. the 
one who does not produce fruit 
is cut down and burnt in the fire. 
to remain in god, we need to be 
regularly watered through his 
verse (Jn.15:7) and our hearts 

should be richly preoccupied with 
his word (Col.3:16). Joseph was a 
fruitful vine that was attacked by 
many, but remained strong and 
taut because god’s hand was over 
him (gen.49:22-24).

c. Be on guard. someone said, 
salvation is a never ending process 
of repentance, redemption and 
re-dedication. one should always 
appraise and examine his/her 
salvation, rectify the faults and 
renew their strength. so, to 
bear fruit, we ought to keep in 
repentance, trusting in the Lord’s 
mercy (Matt.3:8). if one repents, 
but does not bear fruit, what then 
is the benefit of repentance? Every 
possible measure should be taken 
to guard ourselves (Prov.27:18) 
in the Lord so that we bear good 
fruits (Matt.7:18, 20; Lk.6:44). A 
tree is judged by its fruit. hence, 
we should make sure that tree 
remains good so as to produce 
good fruits (Matt.12:33; Lk.6:43, 
44). We should be on guard so that 
the seed that is planted will bear 
fruit (Mk.4:15), since the enemy 
is prowling around like a lion to 
devour someone (1Pet.5:8).

A land owner went around his 
vineyard looking for fruit in the fig 
tree, but found none (Lk.13:6-9). 
the disappointed owner then 
told the gardener to cut the tree 
because it had never borne even a 
single fruit in three years. But the 
gardener pleaded with the owner 



30Light of Life August 2019

for another chance. he said he 
would take care of the tree, dig 
around it and add manure. Like 
the kind gardener who pleaded 
for the fig tree, the Spirit is 
interceding on our behalf to the 
Lord (Rom.8:26). it is high time, 
there will be no other chance 

and the axe is already at the root 
(Matt.3:10), so repent and bear 
fruit!

Ebinesh A. 
is a Junior Medical Officer 

at Christian Hospital,  
Ambilikkai, TN.
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the apostles have to say? it is 
important to base our belief and 
teaching on biblical truth so that 
we, as disciples of the Lord Jesus, 
truly know what it is to fear the 
Lord.

Let us consider a few passages in 
the New testament that address 
this topic.

“i tell you, My friends, do not be 
afraid of those who kill the body 
and after that can do no more. 
But i will show you whom you 
should fear: fear him, who after 
the killing of the body has power 
to throw you into hell. Yes, i tell 
you, fear him” (Lk.12:4-5).

“since we have these promises, 
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves 
from every defilement of body 
and spirit, bringing holiness to 
completion in the fear of god” 
(2Cor.7:1).

“since you call on a father 
who judges each man’s work 
impartially, live your lives as 
strangers here in reverent fear” 
(1Pet.1:17).

“therefore, my dear friends, 
as you have always obeyed… 
continue to work out your 
salvation with fear and trembling, 
for it is god who works in you to 

the apostle Paul makes 
a very simple, but 
emphatic statement 

here. he describes how he and 
others with him had a very clear 
understanding of the fear of the 
Lord. furthermore, it was an 
awareness which was not merely 
intellectual in nature, but a truth 
that impacted their everyday life.

A Common Problem

the fear of god is a subject 
that is often misrepresented 
or misunderstood both inside 
and outside the church. Many 
believers do not like to bring up 
the topic or think of god in such 
terms because it seems to be 
completely against the spirit of the 
new covenant. they would prefer 
to emphasise the characteristics 
of grace, love, joy and similar 
‘happy/comforting’ elements. As 
for those in the world, the fear 
of god carries connotations of 
an angry god whom they must 
run away from and cannot dare 
approach.

A Correct Perspective

But what do the scriptures 
teach us? What did Jesus and 

THE FEAR OF THE LORD
“Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to 

persuade men…”(2Cor.5:11).

RINCY CHERIAN
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will and to act according to his 
good purpose”(Php.2:12,13).

“see to it that you do not refuse 
him who speaks. if they did not 
escape when they refused him 
who warned them on earth, how 
much less will we, if we turn away 
from him who warns us from 
heaven? At that time his voice 
shook the earth, but now he has 
promised, ‘once more i will shake 
not only the earth but also the 
heavens.’ the words ‘once more’ 
indicate the removing of what 
can be shaken – that is, created 
things – so that what cannot be 
shaken may remain. therefore, 
since we are receiving a kingdom 
that cannot be shaken, let us be 
thankful, and so worship god 
acceptably with reverence and 
awe, for our ‘god is a consuming 
fire’” (Heb.12:25-29).

The First Truth

The first truth to comprehend 
is that ‘intimacy with god’ and 
the ‘fear of god’ go together. 
they are not diametrically 
opposite or contradictory but 
vitally interconnected and 
complementary. it is possible and 
essential to live in the love and 
fear of god at the same time.

for instance, when Jesus told 
his disciples to fear god, he 
addressed them as ‘friends’. Paul 
exhorted the ‘beloved’ at Corinth 
to perfect holiness in the fear of 

god. And Peter introduced the 
same concept in the context of an 
intimate relationship: “since you 
call on a Father.”

the fear of the Lord does 
not make a person gloomy and 
downcast. on the contrary, there 
is a joy and delight inherent in 
the fear of god (isa.11:3). in fact, 
those who love righteousness and 
hate wickedness experience the 
oil of gladness in an exceedingly 
great and overflowing measure 
(heb.1:9).

John describes how ‘perfect 
love drives out fear’ from the 
hearts of those who believe in 
the son of god (1Jn.4:18). the 
fear described here is the fear 
of eternal punishment from god 
(vv.17,18). if we are tormented 
by such fear, the remedy is to be 
established in the perfect love of 
god. 

When we fellowship with the 
Lord, the Holy Spirit fills our 
hearts with the reality of the love 
of god (Rom.5:5;1Jn.1:3). this 
is the love of the father which 
was demonstrated on the cross 
toward us as sinners and which 
he has for us as his children 
(1Jn.3:1;4:10,15,16). this is the 
love of the father which hates the 
worldly system and the things of 
the world (Jas.4:4,5;1Jn.2:15,16). 
A heart filled with this perfect 
love has the assurance of being 
a child of god, seeks to truly love 
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others and walks like Jesus on 
earth (1Jn.2:3-6;3:1;4:12,17). 
Confidence is thereby instilled 
in the believer for the Day 
of Judgment and the fear of 
punishment is driven away.

The Second Truth

the second lesson is that the 
fear of god is associated with 
‘reverence’. to fear god is to revere 
him, to hold him in the highest 
regard and honour, and to be in 
awe of him. in modern language, it 
is to literally have a jaw-dropping, 
awestruck sense of wonder 
before god; a mind-blowing 
ecstasy, an uncontainable thrill 
at the thought and sight of god; 
an overwhelming fascination, an 
overflowing admiration towards 
god. As we live our lives on earth, 
we are called to focus on the 
grandeur, the glory, the goodness 
of our god! this will cause us to 
stand before him and walk with 
him in true and total reverence!

the attitude of reverence 
includes a spirit of trembling 
before god. it is a trembling born 
out of our realisation that it is the 
sovereign Almighty god who is at 
work within us. it is a trembling 
arising from our amazement at 
god’s mercy and grace towards 
us who deserved nothing but 
wrath, condemnation and eternal 
punishment. it is a trembling 
growing out of our perception 
that an immeasurably precious 

and eternally significant work is 
taking place in our lives. 

The Third Truth

A third fact to consider from 
the above passages is that the 
fear of god causes us ‘to take him 
seriously’. god is both our father 
and Judge. he cannot be mocked 
(gal.6:7). the resurrected Lord 
is one who searches hearts 
and minds and repays each 
one according to their deeds 
(Rev.2:23). Paul knew that he 
would have to give an account to 
god one day for the motives of 
his heart and the deeds done in 
his body; he, therefore, made it 
the goal of his life to please him 
(Rom.14:10-13;2Cor.5:9,10).

the writer to the hebrews  
warns that for those who 
deliberately keep on sinning 
after they have received the 
knowledge of the truth, it is 
a dreadful thing to fall into 
the hands of the living god 
(heb.10:26,31). it is one thing 
to accidentally or unwillingly 
stumble (gal.6:1;Jas.3:2); it is 
quite another to deliberately 
or wholeheartedly step into 
sin (gal.5:19-21;Jude.4). there 
is mercy and grace for the 
one who repents and desires 
to sincerely walk in step with 
the spirit (gal.6:1;2Cor.12:9-
10;1Jn.1:9;2:1); there is 
severe punishment and 
judgment for the one who fails 
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to acknowledge his sin and 
continues to sow to the flesh 
(gal.5:21;6:8;1thess.4:3-8).

We learn from the israelites 
and the early church that walking 
with god is not a trivial matter 
to be taken lightly. the acts of 
displeasure experienced by the 
Jewish people in the wilderness 
from the hand of god occurred as 
examples and were written down 
as warnings to keep us from setting 
our hearts on evil things as they 
did (1Cor.10:6,11). the deaths 
of Ananias and sapphira due to 
hypocrisy and lying (Acts.5:1-11) 
and the judgment suffered by 
some in the Corinthian church as 
a result of partaking in the Lord’s 
table in an unworthy manner 
(1Cor.11:27-30) are incidents 
which should deter us from 
being casual and complacent in 
the way we approach and relate 
to god!

As disciples of the Lord Jesus, 
we are repeatedly exhorted to be 
wholehearted, watchful, fervent 
and faithful in our walk with 
him. through direct statements 
and parables, the Lord has 
warned us that there would be 
dire consequences for those 
who are lukewarm or careless 
in their relationship with him 
(Mt.24:45-51;25:1-26;Lk.13:24-
27;Rev.2:16,22-23;3:3,5,15-18).
since we are betrothed to Christ 
(2Cor.11:2;Rev.19:7,8) and are 
going to receive a kingdom that 
can never be shaken, let us be 
thankful and so worship god 
acceptably with reverence and 
awe, for our god is a consuming 
fire (Heb.12:28,29)!

Rincy Cherian  
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based in Trivandrum
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noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 
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there are books of wisdom, 
and some songs. the Bible has 
everything needed for humanity 
to live an ideal happy life, 
personally and socially. it has the 
recipe for long life, blessedness, 
happiness and above all, eternal 
life. it summarises the whole 
duty of man, his accountability 
to his Creator, and warns of a 
final judgment day. It goes on to 
prophesy about a new heaven 
and new earth, where god will 
dwell among his people; a bright 
future, where truth and justice 
reign. We can be sure about 
the fulfilment of this prophecy 
because of the many which have 
already been fulfilled, for example, 
the kingdoms which followed the 
Babylonian kingdom, birth of 
Jesus, his death and resurrection, 
etc.

What Is The Bible?

the Bible is a collection of 66 
books, with one theme. each 
book has a place and a purpose. 
It is like a flower with 66 petals. 
The whole beauty of the flower 
becomes clear only when we 
study each book in the light of its 
specific purpose and place in this 
one Book.

this short synopsis of 
the Bible is an 8-part 
series. it is an attempt to 

put each book of the Bible in its 
context, especially chronological. 
the main purpose is to challenge 
and encourage believers to 
read and study god’s word 
systematically, knowing that it 
is the truth. i am indebted to the 
New inductive study Bible for 
certain information, especially 
the timing of each book.

god’s word is a lamp unto our 
feet and a light unto our path. 
But how many of us really walk 
in its light? We often sing that 
it is sweeter than honey; but do 
we really enjoy its sweetness? 
What are written in the Bible are 
not stories, but real events that 
happened at different times in 
history to real people, like you 
and me.

the uniqueness of the Bible, in 
comparison to other scriptures, 
is its historicity. it is history – 
human history starting from the 
beginning and ending with the 
end! some books, like genesis, 
Acts, etc., are historical, some are 
prophetic, a few are biographical; 

BIBLE SYNOPSIS - PART 1 
Genesis- Ruth

LILY ABRAHAM
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the Bible was written by 
about 40 authors of different 
nationalities, who lived at different 
periods in history and who spoke 
different languages, over a period 
of about 1400 to 1800 years, 
starting probably from 1400 BC. 
is it not a wonder that they all 
have the same theme?

it starts with creation, then 
the entry of sin; god judges the 
sinful world, while rescuing 
the righteous. one of the 
commandments, given in the 
beginning itself, was “Be fruitful 
and multiply and fill the earth.” 
When they disregarded this, 
god scattered them in the four 
directions. then he chose one 
man, Abraham, through whom 
he wanted to bless the whole 
world. god made a covenant with 
Abraham, with isaac his son, and 
then with Jacob, his son. he chose 
Jacob’s descendants, the children 
of israel, as his chosen people 
and his special treasure on earth. 
he gave them commandments to 
live happy, healthy lives.

Genesis

this is the book of all 
beginnings, the first man, first 
sin, first judgment, etc. It is 
estimated that genesis covers 
approximately 2680 years. the 
book can be divided into two 
main segments. Chapters 1 to 11 

cover four major events, namely 
creation, sin, flood and Babel, 
during a period of approximately 
2080 years. Chapters 12 to 50 
deal with the lives of four major 
characters, Abraham, isaac, Jacob 
and Joseph, covering a period of 
approximately 600 years.

the book covers the beginning of 
man, starting with Adam, and the 
beginning of israel, starting with 
Abraham. Abraham’s grandson 
Jacob, and his family, which was a 
small group of about 70 persons, 
travelled to egypt. they were 
honoured there because they 
were relatives of Joseph, who 
was the prime minister of the 
country at the time. the book 
ends with the death of Joseph 
and the children of israel living 
in egypt, and not in the land god 
had promised to Abraham.

Exodus

there is a gap of about 430 years 
between the books of genesis and 
exodus. the children of israel 
were in egypt from 1875-1445 
BC.

the book starts with the 
condition of the children of israel 
in egypt. By now, they were so 
numerous that it frightened the 
egyptians, who slowly enslaved 
them. exodus can be divided into 
two segments. Chapters 1 to 12 
deal with how god delivered his 
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people from slavery, through 
Moses, in response to their cry. this 
is estimated to have happened in 
1445 BC. Chapters 13 to 40 deal 
with their journey from egypt, 
crossing the Red sea and arriving 
at the foot of Mt. sinai. there, god 
made a covenant with the people, 
whereby he made them his 
special possession on the earth, 
on condition that they would live 
by his laws and commandments. 
the second segment can be 
subdivided as follows: chapters 
13 to 18 describe their journey 
from egypt to sinai, chapters 19 
to 23 deal with the preparation for 
the covenant, and in chapter 24 
that covenant was established.

Chapter 20 contains the ten 
Commandments and chapters 21 
to 23 contain the laws regarding 
different aspects of human 
life, including social behaviour, 
hygiene, sexual conduct, etc. it 
describes the ideal way a human 
society should live. this is the 
manufacturer’s manual for the 
best functioning of human society. 
if only every nation would live 
by these standards, it would be 
heaven on earth. it also deals 
with punishment for different 
kinds of sins, including murder, 
cheating, partiality, oppressing 
strangers and widows, etc. it is 
in Chapter 24 that the covenant 
is established. Chapters 25 to 

40 contain god’s instructions 
regarding the tabernacle, which 
describes the way by which a 
sinner can approach the holy god, 
and how Moses obeyed all those 
commandments “just as the Lord 
commanded.” the last chapter 
describes how the tabernacle 
was erected and how the glory 
of the Lord descended signifying 
the Lord’s presence. 

Leviticus

this book covers a period of just 
one month (exo.40:17;Num.1:1), 
and gives details on what god 
expected from his people whom 
he redeemed. Chapters 1 to 10 
detail the various sacrifices and 
offerings that the redeemed 
people had to offer, and how to 
worship the holy god. thankfully, 
all these ceremonial requirements 
were fulfilled in Jesus, when He 
offered Himself as sacrifice on 
the cross. Chapters 11 to 27 deal 
with living a holy life, and details 
laws regarding cleanliness and 
cleansing. it also contains statutes 
and ordinances regarding 
moral laws, sexual defilement, 
punishment for breaking the 
statutes, rules for priests and holy 
gifts. the details of celebrating 
the three main Jewish annual 
feasts (Passover, Pentecost and 
feast of the trumpets) are also in 
this book (Lev.23).
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Numbers

the children of israel, delivered 
from egypt, were at Mt. sinai 
for more than a year. they had 
arrived at sinai on the 15th day 
of the second month of the first 
year after they departed from 
egypt (exo.16:1). it was on the 
20th day of the second month 
in the second year that they set 
out from sinai (Num.10:11).  
Chapters 1 to 10 are about the 
census of each tribe, their leaders, 
the camp arrangements, duties 
of the Levites, etc. Chapter 11 
onwards is their 39 year journey 
from sinai to the plains of Moab, 
their grumblings and complaints, 
god’s punishment, including the 
rebellion of Korah and the error of 
Balaam. this book also mentions 
the death of Miriam and Aaron, 
the inheritance laws, the details 
of the daily, weekly, monthly and 
yearly offerings to the Lord, cities 
of refuge, borders of israel, etc. 
in Chapter 26, we see another 
census being taken in the plains 
of Moab, after 40 years of the 
wilderness journey. the people 
of god are in the plains of Moab 
when the book ends.

Deuteronomy

this book covers a period of 
about five weeks. The people of 
god had arrived in the land of 
Moab, across the Jordan, after the 
40 year long wilderness journey. 

they had just to cross the Jordan 
and enter the land. Moses had 
accomplished the purpose for 
which god had raised him up, 
namely to deliver god’s people 
from egypt, the land of bondage. 
of the people who set out from 
egypt, all had died except Moses, 
Joshua and Caleb. Most of the 
new generation were too young 
to remember the significant 
events of the wilderness. for 
their benefit, Moses restates and 
records these events. the book 
is a clear reiteration of what god 
expects from his people: a life of 
uncompromising obedience to 
god’s laws.

In the first three chapters, 
Moses recounts the events that 
happened from the time they left 
Mt. sinai until they camped in 
the valley of Moab. in chapters 
4 to11, he instructs the children 
of israel about the importance 
of fearing and loving god and 
obeying god’s laws. in chapters 
12-26, he repeats and explains 
god’s statutes and judgments. 
in chapters 27 to 30, he tells 
them the blessings that would 
follow obedience and the curses 
that will befall them in case they 
disobeyed. Chapters 31to 34 are 
Moses’ parting words, his song, 
blessings for each tribe and 
commissioning of Joshua as the 
new leader. the book ends with 
an account of Moses’ death at the 
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age of 120 and his private burial 
by god himself.

Joshua

the period of this book is 
calculated to be from 1381 to 
1045 BC. the famous words that 
god spoke to Joshua, “Be strong 
and very courageous” in chapter 
1 has encouraged god’s people 
over the centuries.

Joshua was god’s chosen 
leader to lead his people into 
the Promised Land, after Moses’ 
death. the book is a record of the 
miraculous crossing of the River 
Jordan, the conquest of the land 
and the division of the land for 
the 12 tribes of israel. the book 
ends with the death of Joshua. 
the elders who survived Joshua 
led the children of israel after 
him.

Judges

the period of the judges is 
estimated to be from 1373 to 
1020 BC. this book is a record 
of 300 years of darkness the 
children of israel had fallen into 
after the death of Joshua. the 
next generation did not know the 
Lord or the work god had done 
for his children. During Joshua’s 
time, god had subdued all the 
enemies of israel. But after Joshua 
died, they went from victory to 
defeat. they forsook the Lord 
and worshipped other gods. god 
allowed them to be subdued by 

the neighbouring nations like 
Moab, Canaan, and Midian. When 
they went into slavery, they cried 
to the Lord, and the Lord raised up 
judges who delivered them. Again 
they would sin against the Lord, 
and the Lord would allow them to 
be subdued; then they would cry 
to the Lord and the Lord would 
raise up another judge to deliver 
them. this cycle continued for 
almost 300 years. this is the 
period when “everyone did what 
was right in his own eyes” and 
not what the Lord commanded. 
samson, gideon, and Jephthah 
are some famous judges.

Ruth

the events recorded in the 
book of Ruth took place during 
the dark years of the judges. this 
is the story of love and dedication 
of three people, Naomi, Boaz and 
Ruth, who determined to walk 
in integrity, clinging to god and 
his precepts. the main character 
is Ruth, a Moabitess. she clung 
to her israelite mother-in-law 
and her god, and became the 
grandmother of a great grandson 
called David. through this she 
found a place in the genealogy of 
Lord Jesus Christ!

Lily Abraham  
lives in Mumbai. She 

enjoys leading groups in 
Inductive Bible Study.
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JESUS THE ONLY WAY
Do all religions lead to the same God?

one of the most basic 
claims of Christianity 
is that Jesus is the only 

way for salvation. Jesus himself 
declared this very clearly, “i am 
the way and the truth and the 
life. No one comes to the father 
except through Me” (Jn.14:6). 
this was the message that the 
apostles preached, “salvation is 
found in no one else, for there 
is no other name under heaven 
given to men by which we must 
be saved” (Acts.4:12). And, “All 
the prophets testify about him 
that everyone who believes in 
him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name” (Acts.10:43). 
Paul in one of his letters writes, 
“for there is one god and one 
mediator between god and 
mankind, the man Christ Jesus, 
who gave himself as a ransom 
for all people” (1tim.2:5). John 
writes, “Whoever has the son 
has life; whoever does not have 
the son of god does not have life” 
(1Jn.5:12).

But how many people accept 
this truth today? if not, why not? 
When a lie is repeated several 
times, it does not become truth; 
but it does become acceptable 
and convincing. today we live in a 

IMANUEL G. CHRISTIAN polytheistic, agnostic or atheistic 
culture and have been bombarded 
from all the directions so that the 
very truth of god and his word 
is questioned not only by people 
of other religions, but by some of 
the people who are known by the 
name of Christ. We hear that all 
the roads lead to the same place. 
one god, but people choose 
to worship him in their own 
different ways! You can believe 
in anything as long as you are 
sincere!

But if this was true Jesus was 
the greatest liar and the Bible 
the most deceiving book! the 
basic question is, do all the world 
religions teach the same thing? 
Do all religions have the same 
concept of god and worship 
the same god? Just a cursory 
observation will tell us otherwise. 
there are a few religions like 
Buddhism and Confucianism 
which are agnostic. they neither 
confirm nor deny the existence 
of god. then there are other 
religions like Jainism which do 
not believe in the existence of god. 
the god of islam is a capricious 
god who is ready to zap the 
nonbelievers, the infidels. Then 
there is hinduism that believes 
in a supreme being that cannot 
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be known and so they worship 
many gods and goddesses, many 
of them gods of nature. on the 
other hand, Christianity affirms 
that there is a personal loving 
god who has revealed himself 
through Jesus Christ and desires 
to have relationship with man.

Also, the concept of salvation 
and life after death is different 
in most major religions. islam 
has the concept of a heaven 
that is filled with all kinds of 
sensual pleasures. the agnostic 
and atheistic religions have 
no concept of salvation or life 
after death. hinduism presents 
an endless cycle of rebirth and 
salvation, and moksha means 
release from this endless cycle and 
becoming one with the supreme 
being or becoming non-existent. 
Pantheistic religions consider 
the human self to be one with 
the impersonal ultimate reality; 
therefore humanity’s problem 
is ignorance. salvation means 
liberation from ignorance and 
the fusion of the impersonal self 
with the absolute. other eastern 
religions, such as Buddhism 
and taoism, take salvation 
as illumination, meaning the 
discovery of and conformity of 
oneself with an eternal law that 
governs existence. Dualistic 
religions which state that two 
opposed forces of good and evil 
rule our world, see salvation 
as a return to an initial divine 

state, from which humans have 
fallen into a physical body. some 
religions claim that salvation 
can be attained by using only 
inner human resources. they 
demand the use of meditation, 
accumulation of wisdom, 
asceticism, rituals, good deeds, 
etc. 

In contrast, Christianity offers a 
clear concept of salvation and how 
to attain it. the god of Christianity 
is a loving god who has clearly 
provided a way of salvation 
through Jesus Christ. those who 
come into the relationship with 
this god through Jesus Christ 
will live eternally in his presence 
where there is fullness of joy and 
blessings.

similarly, each religion has a 
different concept of the creation 
of the world, creation of humanity, 
the nature of man and his need 
of salvation, ways of attaining 
salvation, meaning and purpose 
of this life; whether there are 
universal truths that can be found 
or proven; whether god exists; 
whether humans have a soul, 
and if so, why; whether pain and 
loneliness are inevitable in life; 
whether one can truly find the 
way to happiness; etc.

it is obvious that all religions 
are quite unique. they do not 
all worship god and do not 
worship the same god. they do 
not all strive to reach the same 
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destination. each religion has a 
different concept of God, nature 
of man and his need of salvation, 
ways of salvation and the result 
of salvation. there may be some 
similarities in all religions: for 
example, all religions teach 
goodness, serving others, living 
a moral life devoid of greed 
and malice. But these are only 
superficial similarities. It is 
believed that there is a common 
thread among all the religions. 
But when it comes to stating more 
precisely just what that common 
thread is, conversations usually 
become vague or contradictory. 
They all offer major theological 
and metaphysical concepts that 
are radically different from each 
other. “All religions are the same,” 
is a statement of ignorance and a 
complete lie that we hear so often 
that it has become acceptable. 

Christianity is not a religion, but 
a relationship; relationship with 
the personal loving god. there 
is life after death. the soul that is 
born shall never die. salvation is 
to come into a relationship with 
this god through Jesus Christ and 
to live eternally in the presence 
of god. Man is not able to save 
himself from eternal death. god 
loved mankind so much that 
he himself provided the way of 
salvation through Jesus Christ. 
Christ is the only way – there 
is no other name under heaven 
given to men by which we must 
be saved.

Imanuel G. Christian  
is involved in writing 

original Bible 
commentaries and other 

devotional books in 
Gujarati
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Some come to church, a means of obligation,They follow not, with a heart of devotion, 
Others come to hear, the stories being told, Their heart towards God, is so cold.

Sis. Sim adorns, her pretty hairstyle, Tight dresses, she likes, that’s a way of life,  
Bro. Tim doesn’t mind, hearing the word, As long, as he enjoys, both the worlds.

One comes with his beloved honey, Only to know how to make money, 
To them, the Gospel, must bring great gain, Else coming to church, is surely in vain.

Bigheads prefer, in their knowledge to increase, They have no interest, in their pride to 
decrease.  
Thus, puffed they become, in their knowledge. Their sin, they will not acknowledge.

The critics count the preacher’s mistake. Thus when they go, nothing they take, 
Empty they come, empty return,From critical ways, they will not turn.

Few others come, with a holy mask, They aren’t afraid, as long unmasked. 
Monday to Saturday, their lives are different, To a word of correction, they are indifferent.

Some, those of repute, love the honour of men, But have not a heart, to be servant of them. 
They love their reputation, oh so deep, They try their best, their name to keep.

Many acknowledge, “Word had power”, To say, it was for them, is an error. 
They pass the cap, to their neighbour in need, Thus, in their spirit, remain poor indeed.

A few come to hear, keep the word, They want their lives unstained from the world. 
They are open to what God has to say... They want Jesus, to have His way.

There are those who love, in word and deed, They are the true, friends indeed, 
The work of their hands, they do conceal, But on that day, Jesus will reveal.

Others show the brethren, their love so pure, To the weary their goodness, is the best cure, 
They help the people, to be relieved of their cares, As they cast the burdens, in His care.

Some, their time, with the Word, do spend, For it empowers them, Satan’s schemes to rend, 
They are strong, in the Word of God, Through Him, they face, all the odds.

Others have sacrificed, for the Gospel sake, They reach out to souls, which are at stake. 
They have counted, as dung, the world’s glory, The Love of God, is their best Story.

Few others stand, to pray in the gap, No permanent home, on the world map 
They go unnoticed, in the world today, But will shine, in God’s kingdom one day.

Many will never, the fellowship forsake, For it refreshes their faith, like a new breath intake 
They are not interested, in the world to roam, They have the Church, their second home.

PEOPLE@CHURCH
FELIX FERNANDES
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CROSSWORD 65
          Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai & Malachi

        New International Version (IBS) or Zondervan     

send in your answers with Bible references by e-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, 
to reach Light of Life, Post Box 4576, 21-YMCA Road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400008, 
not later than September 5, 2019. Please indicate your name, address and Light of Life 
subscription Number while sending the answers. 

Clues Across:

1. “True instruction was in his mouth and nothing 
false was found on his lips. He walked with me 
in peace and _______ and turned many from 
sin” (_______ ch    v       )

6. “The _______ of Israel will do no wrong; they 
will speak no lies, nor will deceit be found in 
their mouth.” (_______ch      v         ) 

7. “I will sweep away both men and animals; I 
will sweep away the birds of the _______ and 
the fish of the sea.” (_______ch    v       )

8. “Though the fig tree does not bud and there 
are no _______ on the vines, though the 
olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, 
though there are no sheep in the pen and no 
cattle in the stalls,” ( _______ ch     v      )

10. “The Lord will be awesome to them when he 
destroys all the gods of the _______.” (word 
jumbled) (_______ch      v     )

12. “Bring the whole _______ into the storehouse, 
that there may be food in my house.” (_______
ch       v      )

13. “Did you _______ against the sea when 

you rode in your horses and your victorious 
chariots?” (_______ch    v      )

14. “Whatever they _______ and whatever they 
offer there are defiled.” (_______ch    v     ) 

17. “‘On that day,’ the Lord Almighty, ‘I will take 
you my servant  Zerubbabel son of _______’, 
declares the Lord, ‘and I will make you like my 
signet ring, for I have chosen you,’ declares the 
Lord Almighty” (_______ ch    v      )

Clues Down:

1. “The Lord within her is righteous; he does no 
wrong. Morning by morning he dispenses with 
justice, and every new day he does not fail, 
yet the _______ knows no shame.” (_______  
ch     v     ) 

2. “I will attend at my watch and station myself 
on the _______; I will look to see what he will 
say to me, and what answer I am to give to 
this complaint.” ( _______ ch   v    )

3. “When you bring injured, crippled or diseased 
animals and offer them as sacrifices, should 
I accept them from you _______? says the 
Lord.” (_______ ch     v       )

1 2 3 4 5

6 7

8 9 10

11

12

13 14

15

16

17
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4. “The Sovereign Lord is my strength; he makes 
my feet like the feet of a deer, he _______ me 
to go on the heights” (_______ch      v     )

5. “I have cut off nations; their _______ are 
demolished.”( _______ ch     v      )

9. “The ancient mountains crumbled and the age-
old hills collapsed. His ways are _______” 
(_______ ch    v    )

11.  “ On the twenty-first day of the seventh month, 
the word of the Lord came through the prophet 
_______.” (_______ ch     v    )

15. “They _______ come bent on violence. Their 
hordes advance like a desert wind and gather 
prisoners like sand” (_______ ch     v     )

16.  “For – will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s 
soap.” (_______ch      v       )

Clues Across:
1. Shepherd (7:14)   
4. up (8:8)  
7. Noise (5:23)   
9. Two (3:3)   
10. All (9:13)
11. trees (4:9)    
12. High (4:13)   
14. Amos (7:10)   
16. Cedars (2:9)  
18. strum (6:5 )    
20. Stench (4:10)    
21. Brag (4:5)

Answers to Crossword 63 (Amos)
Clues Down:

1. sanctuaries (7:9)   
2. Exile (7:17)    
3. Roll (5:24)   
5. Prophesying (7:12)
6. strike (9:1)     
8. East (8:12)   
13. Or (5:6)   
15. Sit (3:12)  

16. Crush (2:13)
17. do (3:10)      
18. see (8:2)       
19. Kir (1:5)
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they have proudly claimed 
the mantle of nationalism, 
promising to defend the 

interests of the majority against 
immigrant minorities and out-
of-touch elites” (Foreign Affairs 
Magazine).

“intolerance of non-citizens, the 
belief that previous governments 
have subordinated their country’s 
best interests for outsiders, 
and the need for new leaders, 
whose view of their country’s 
best interests seems to call for 
an upending of … joint efforts” 
(Huffpost).

You may be forgiven for 
thinking that these are excerpts 
from articles that appeared 
in the indian media after the 
announcement of the results of 
the indian election on May 23, 
2019. But actually, these not only 
predate the results, but mostly 
refer to other democracies. 
After a long spell of chanting 
‘globalisation’, the tide has 

CYRIL GEORGESON shifted; and now the key word in 
many countries is ‘nationalism’. 
in india, ‘anti-national’ is a simple 
pejorative to dismiss the views of 
anyone the ruling dispensation 
disagrees with.

The Dismay

Many were taken completely by 
surprise by the results of the 2019 
indian election. Arundhati Roy, in 
an interview with New Republic 
after the results were declared, 
analysed it thus: “the Rss has 
about 600000 disciplined, highly 
trained cadres it can deploy. the 
others have almost none. this 
time around, the BJP had 20 times 
more money than all of them 
put together. Next time that will 
probably become 50 times more 
money. And certainly, elections in 
india are more and more about 
money, about spectacle, about 
controlling the mainstream 
media and social media. every 
institution in this country was 
bent to their will, including the 
election Commission and, who 
knows, perhaps the electronic 
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THE WORLD
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voting machines. that money 
bought them tens of thousands 
of it experts, data analysts, 
social media activists who 
ran thousands of WhatsApp 
groups with carefully directed 
propaganda – tailored and 
tweaked for every section, region, 
caste, and class, every voting 
booth in every constituency. that 
kind of money can sell anything 
it decides to sell – in this case a 
product so toxic, it created an 
epidemic. Not a single thing of 
importance, not climate change, 
not the looming economic crisis, 
not health, not education was a 
part of the campaign. Nothing 
except toxic, medieval stupidity 
on an epic scale. how can we treat 
this as a fair election? it was a 
race between a ferrari and a few 
bicycles – and the media cheered 
the ferrari as though they hadn’t 
noticed anything unusual. And 
now lathers it with praise while it 
mocks the bicycles for their poor 
performance.”

Notwithstanding how much we 
concur with Roy, we can surely 
agree that the spirit of nationalism 
has largely swept the world. Both 
the quotes at the beginning of 
this article do not reference india, 
but the us and nations in europe. 
We now see the globalisation of 
nationalism.

Andreas Wimmer wrote an 
article titled ‘Why Nationalism 

Works – And Why it isn’t going 
Away’ in Foreign Affairs – 
“some acknowledge the virtues 
of patriotism, understood as 
the benign affection for one’s 
homeland; at the same time, 
they see nationalism as narrow-
minded and immoral, promoting 
blind loyalty to a country over 
deeper commitments to justice 
and humanity. in a January 2019 
speech to his country’s diplomatic 
corps, german President frank-
Walter steinmeier put this view 
in stark terms: “Nationalism is an 
ideological poison.” so, whether 
it is nationalism in the us with 
Christianity as ‘the’ religion, or 
indian with hindutva as ‘the’ 
religion, the dangers are the 
same.

The Disappointment

further, for many Christians, 
they had to deal with the challenge 
of (seemingly) unanswered 
prayer. there was much fasting 
and prayer along with optimism 
that god would act and deal 
decisively with those who were 
dividing society and thriving on 
hatred.

Let’s reflect on God’s way of 
working in individuals and the 
structures of human society. 
there are many ways in which 
a nation is governed – the most 
popular among them being de-
mocracy. Democracy is a far more 
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recent phenomenon; monarchy, 
oligarchy, dictatorships, etc., were 
very common till the last century.

Now, we need to remember 
that democracy works on the 
principle that each citizen in the 
nation has a right to cast a vote 
during the election. it is a free will 
decision that the citizen makes; 
and it is assumed, that each 
individual will vote according 
to his/her self-interest. there 
are further assumptions: that 
this self-interest will inherently 
value truth, freedom, justice and 
compassion (taking into account 
the well-being of others, especially 
the weaker sections and those 
who are on the fringes of society). 
these will also transcend regional 
and national boundaries when 
necessary. thus self-interest, 
with these ingrained values, will 
raise the best leadership for the 
whole nation. these assumptions 
mean that democracy will 
automatically succeed in bringing 
the best system of governance.

Alas, the grim reality is that 
because of our fallen nature, 
narrow selfishness can be so 
inflamed, so as to damage any 
trace of transcendental values, 
both in the individual and the 
collective. What else can explain 
a blanket hate of people of a 
particular religion or region? Any 
wily politician, using guile and 

rhetoric can turn democracy into 
majoritarianism and mob rule.

The Victory

so, we should realise that 
democracy works best in the 
context of the transformative 
power of the gospel in the inner 
person – where the holy spirit 
is grounding the higher values 
of truth, liberty, justice and 
compassion into the core of the 
disciple. thus, the Bible tells 
us that the righteous person 
cares even for the needs of 
animals, unlike the wicked whose 
compassion is yet cruel.

further, did we really expect god 
to manipulate the individual or 
the eVMs? Would he stoop so low? 
god so respects the free will that 
he has given us humans that he 
will not even force the best thing 
that can happen to an individual 
upon us – that is ‘himself’. No, he 
will not manipulate the mind or 
the body of an individual. Yes, he 
will allow a situation to develop 
or allow circumstances to move 
in a manner that will help propel 
the individual towards the greater 
good – because he so loves every 
human he has made. But he 
will not override the actual, real 
choice that the individual has to 
make.

We can also see a brief glimpse 
of democracy at work at the most 
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crucial point in human history. 
Let us look at the record of Mark 
in the gospels: “Now at the feast 
he (Pilate) used to release for 
them any one prisoner whom 
they requested. the man named 
Barabbas had been imprisoned 
with the insurrectionists who 
had committed murder in the 
insurrection. the crowd went 
up and began asking him to 
do as he had been accustomed 
to do for them. Pilate answered 
them, saying, ‘Do you want me 
to release for you the King of the 
Jews?’ for he was aware that the 
chief priests had handed him 
over because of envy. But the chief 
priests stirred up the crowd to ask 
him to release Barabbas for them 
instead. Answering again, Pilate 
said to them, ‘then what shall i do 
with him whom you call the King 
of the Jews?’ they shouted back, 
‘Crucify him!’ But Pilate said to 
them, ‘Why, what evil has he 
done?’ But they shouted all the 
more, ‘Crucify him!’ Wishing to 
satisfy the crowd, Pilate released 
Barabbas for them, and after 
having Jesus scourged, he handed 
Him over to be crucified.”

Pilate realised that Jesus was 
innocent and that the Chief Priest 
wanted him killed only because 
of envy. so, he tries his hand at 
democracy – he gives the crowd 
the freedom to choose who would 
be released – Barabbas or Jesus. 

the Chief Priests charged-up the 
crowd to choose Barabbas and 
asked that the holy, pure one 
Jesus be crucified. Democracy 
made a choice – and it was to set 
the criminal free and condemn the 
innocent.

Nevertheless, democracy does 
not have the last word. god 
released Christ from the horrors 
of death and raised him back to 
life, for death could not keep him 
in its grip (Acts.2:24).

so, we see that god is not 
constrained to act only through 
elections. he is the Lord of the 
nation, her rulers and everything 
– he will act in his time and in his 
way to accomplish his greater 
purposes. human ‘free will’ 
cannot override his sovereign 
plan for all of creation. We 
need to learn to wait patiently 
and pray persistently that ‘his 
kingdom come’ and all the deeds 
of darkness will be exposed in his 
time.

so also, our hope is in god who 
will bring everyone and every deed 
to account – and righteousness 
will be the foundation of Christ’s 
throne. And he shall reign for 
ever, forever and ever.

Cyril Georgeson  
lives in Mumbai and is 
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and writer.
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or looks or the lucky breaks he 
has got in life?

it may not seem like much 
but it’s the last line in the ten 
Commandments. i also feel these 
thoughts can hinder our joy 
and put a subtle bit of grit into 
our relationship with our Lord. 
for one, it makes us unhappy 
with who we are, and where we 
are. it becomes a tiresome task 
to live with ourselves and our 
circumstances. secondly, you are 
telling the Lord, “hey, You could 
have done a better job!” When 
we are longing for what someone 
else has, we don’t pay adequate 
attention to the unique gifts he 
has bestowed on us and this is the 
third thing. there is the danger 
that we might idolise what we 
covet – a forth problem. there 
may be more to this boulder i am 
talking about which i don’t know, 
but let us see what we can do 
about it.

thank the Lord and praise him 
for making us the way we are. 
Praise and thank the Lord for the 
wonder of his creation you see in 
the skills displayed. Ask the Lord 

You shall not covet your 
neighbour’s house. You 
shall not covet your 

neighbour’s wife ... or anything 
that belongs to your neighbour” 
(exo.20:17).

there was a boulder in my path 
that i only saw recently. i had 
passed by it many times and it 
never hit me. Perhaps because 
there were other bigger boulders 
to trip over and since they have 
now been removed by his grace, 
the relatively smaller ones can 
be seen when the Lord opens our 
eyes.

By this time you must be itching 
to know what it’s all about. have 
you ever heard someone sing 
and wished that voice could be 
yours or watched some one play 
football and wished you had that 
person’s talent? i have done this 
on numerous occasions and never 
thought twice about it. if you took 
that ability from them so that they 
were bereft of it then it would be 
stealing. But if you just wished 
you had it, is it covetousness? 
What about another’s popularity 
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to bless the person. Love and pray 
for that person, especially if he is 
someone you meet often lest our 
covetousness should lead to envy. 
Now that is another boulder we 
will talk about some other time. 
But let me share with you a poem 
i wrote many years ago.

A Flower for the King

If I am a flower on some 
wild mountainside, unseen, 
unsung, so let it be Lord, let it 
be. if i am to grace the table of 
great men and women Looked 
upon and admired, so let it be. 
Wherever You may place 
me, whether here or there 

or just anywhere! i know 
You see me and You care. 
Wherever You place me, i 
know i am in Your view, 
So, dear Lord, let me be a flower 
for You.

“therefore put to death the 
parts of your earthly nature: 
sexual immorality, uncleanness, 
inordinate affection, evil desire, 
and covetousness, which is 
idolatry” (Col.3:5).

Oby J. Cherian  
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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Don’t Waste Their Mistakes... Learn From Them

THE SCHEMER WHO BECAME A PRINCE

CHARACTER 
STUDY

 VIJAY THANGIAH

CHARACTER:  
YAAKOV

MEANING:  
‘heel-catcher’ or 
‘supplanter’

PRONUNCIATION: 
Yah-kohv

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Genesis 25-36

BACKGROUND
Jacob’s name appears in the original Hebrew text of the Bible as Yaakov since 

there is no J alphabet in Hebrew. Jacob was an opportunist, co-conspirator, 
shifty, untrustworthy, negligent, and a father who picked favourites. Yet God 

changed him from a schemer to a prince and used him for His glory

MAIN LESSONS 
1. Jacob was a schemer. In the earliest reference to Jacob in Scripture, 
we find him manipulating his brother Esau into surrendering his birth-
right. Esau was so hungry that he gave up his birth-right, which he did 
not really care about (Gen.25:32). Later, Jacob tricked his father into 

giving him the blessing of the firstborn, and is thus called ‘the supplanter’, or ‘one who 
takes the place of another’.

Whenever Jacob found himself in trouble, the first thought that came to his crafty mind 
was a plan. When he heard that his brother Esau was coming to meet him with 400 men, 
he shrewdly divided his people and flocks into two groups, so that if Esau smote one, 
the other at least might escape. After making his plan, he cried to God for deliverance 
(Gen.32:9-12).

Do we come to God only as a last resort? Do we scheme and plan before crying out to 
God? Do we think that the proverb “God helps those who help themselves,” is biblical? 
The truth is that the Lord helps those who are unable to help themselves. His promise 
is: “He gives power to the faint; and to those who have no might He increases strength” 
(Isa.40:29).

2. Jacob was a bargainer. The Lord graciously appeared to Jacob first at Bethel and 
gave him many magnificent promises: “I am with you … I will give you …I will keep you 
…I will bring you … I will not leave you until I have done that which I have spoken to you 
of” (Gen.28:15). At that time Jacob was asleep on the ground with a stone for a pillow, 
and was in a position of deepest helplessness.
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But Jacob started to bargain with God, and made a vow saying, “If God will be with me, 
and will keep me … and will give me bread to eat and raiment to put on … then shall the 
Lord be my God … I will surely give the tenth unto You” (Gen.28:20-22). The Lord had 
just said, “I am with you and will keep you,” yet Jacob responded to the rich grace of God 
with an ‘if ’ and a miserable bargain about food and raiment.

In Haran, Jacob became very rich (Gen.30:43), yet he forgot God and forgot his vow. 
And we never read that he gave the tenth of his possessions to the Lord. We should not 
bargain with God, but take God’s word at face value and perform our vows to Him. It is 
much better not to make a vow than to promise one and not to fulfil it.

3. Jacob learned about waiting the hard way. In his early life, waiting on God was 
something foreign to Jacob’s nature. One of the big failures of Jacob was that he did not 
wait for God’s time and God’s way. He much preferred his time and his way!

When Rebekah was pregnant with twins, the Lord promised her that “the elder (Esau) 
shall serve the younger (Jacob)” (Gen.25:23). But instead of letting God fulfil His word 
in His time and way, he schemed to obtain what had been promised to him. First, he 
tricked his older brother, Esau, into selling his birth-right. Then he listened to his mother’s 
foolish suggestion, deceived his father and cheated Esau out of his blessing. To escape 
the wrath of his angry brother, who threatened to slay him, Jacob fled to Haran never 
seeing his mother again.

He reaped what he sowed and his uncle Laban tricked him and he had to work 14 years 
for his wife.

But in Egypt, at the sunset of his life, God’s mighty grace triumphed and taught him to 
wait upon the Lord. He says in Gen.49:18, “I have waited for Your salvation, O Lord.”

May we together with the psalmist say, “Truly my soul waits upon God … for my 
expectation is from Him” (Psa.62:1,5). There are many blessings promised to those who 
wait upon the Lord, and dire consequences to those who do not wait.

4. Jacob was a fearful man. Jacob was constantly filled with fear. When Jehovah met 
him the first time at Bethel, and gave him wonderful promises, Jacob “was afraid, and he 
said, ‘How dreadful is this place!’” (Gen.28:17). Jacob failed to rise to the level of God’s 
grace and was filled with fear instead of peace. When he departed from Haran, he fled 
secretly because he was afraid of Laban (Gen.31:31). Later, when he was about to meet 
Esau, he was “greatly afraid and distressed” (Gen.32:7). When Joseph invited him to 
relocate in Egypt because of the famine in Canaan, he was afraid to go (Gen.46:3). Heart 
belief in the divine promises would have banished every fear in his heart.

The main reason for Jacob’s fears was that he did not believe God’s promises. He could 
not say, “Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid” (Isa.12:2). The only 
remedy for fear is to believe God’s precious promises. “Yea, though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for You are with me” (Psa.23:4). “The 
Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” (Psa.27:1). The Bible tells us, 
“Perfect love casts out fear” (1Jn.4:18). When you are living in disobedience, there is no 
peace, only fear.

5. Jacob wrestled to be a prince. After 20 years away from the land of Canaan, Jacob 
is on his way home. There is, however, one thing that he fears—the displeasure of his 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Do we ever benefit from deceiving someone?
2. Why do you think God gave Jacob a limp?
3. How does Jacob change his approach after the night of wrestling?

APPLICATION QUESTIONS
1. Why did Jacob wrestle with God? Why did God consent to wrestle 

with Jacob? Why did Jacob’s stubborn, manipulative character make a 
wrestling match necessary? What changed in Jacob’s life because of this 
wrestling match with God?

2. Is there an area in your life where you are wrestling against God? How does this lesson 
help you deal with your struggle?

3. Spend some time recounting the faithfulness of God either in your own lives, or your life 
as a group.

MEMORY VERSE
“The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” 
(Psa.27:1).

Vijay Thangiah 
 is a Bible teacher and the former 

National Executive Director of 
India Youth For Christ.

LIGHT OF LIFE 71 MARCH  2016

After two days of just lying 
there in pain, some workers 
found her and put her on a 
makeshift cot and loaded her 
into their jeep and drove 150 
miles over deep rutted roads 
to find a doctor who could 
set the broken bones. But the 
very bumpy ride damaged 
her bones so badly that her 
hip never completely healed. 
He says, “I visited my mother 
in her mud-covered hut 
several weeks after all of this 
happened. I watched as she 
took two bamboo crutches 
that she had made herself, 
and moved from one place 
to another with her feet just 
dragging behind because 
she had lost all feeling in 
them.” He says, “At age 75, 
with a broken hip, unable 
to stand on her own two 
legs, I thought that I made a 
pretty intelligent suggestion. 
I suggested that she retire.” 
He says, “She turned around 
and looked at me and said, 
‘What value is that? If we try 
to preserve this body just a 
few more years and it is not 
being used for God, of what 
value is that?’ So she kept on 
working. She kept on riding 
her donkey to villages until 
she was 93 years old... And 
she continued to tell people 
about Jesus Christ until she 
died at age 95.”

5. Caleb experienced what God 
had promised!

 He climbed the mountains 
and he defeated the giants 
– he claimed his possession. 
The name of the place Caleb 
inherited used to be called 
Kirjatharba (city of the four 
giants). Now it was named 
Hebron (seat of association 
or fellowship). Caleb refused 
to quit until he had obtained 
everything the Lord had for 
him! He refused to stop until 
he had obtained that place of 
fellowship with God.

 Where are you in your 
personal walk with the 
Lord? Have you entered into 
your victory, or are you still 
wandering around in the 
wilderness struggling day 
to day? God has a place of 
peace and power for you, but 
you must be willing to claim 
your possession. It isn’t for 
the faint-hearted, but it is for 
the faith-hearted. 

 Half-hearted Christians are 
faint-hearted Christians, and 
they never learn to conquer 
the giants in their lives.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.

brother Esau. He cried out to God. In answer to his prayer, God sent the angel of the Lord 
to wrestle with him, and Jacob was finally subdued when the angel dislocated his thigh. 
God’s intention, however, was not to kill Jacob but to conquer him. In the wrestling 
match the Lord said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel; for you have 
struggled with God and with men, and have prevailed” (Gen.32:28-29). Once Jacob is 
brought to a place of helplessness, his name is changed to Israel – a prince with God – 
and he becomes a changed man.

How sad that in order to overcome our self-centredness, God sometimes has to not only 
wrestle with us, but cripple us. When will we learn that the key to spiritual power lies 
not in our strength, but in our weakness?

GIFT SUBSCIPTIONS OF LIGHT OF LIFE
Give a gift subscription to your friends & family at Rs. 175/- only.

Write to us at: 
Light of Life, Post Box 4576 

21 YMCA Road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400 008. 
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60Light of Life August 2019

Sentenced For ‘Organising 
Worship’

(MSN): A judge handed a Christian 
father of two in northwest Algeria 
a suspended prison sentence and 
a hefty fine for holding worship 
at his house. Prosecutors had 
sought a six-month prison 
sentence and a fine of 500,000 
Algerian dinars (us$4,200) for 
the 35-year-old father. the judge 
instead delivered the two-month, 
suspended prison sentence and a 
fine of 100,000 dinars ($840) to 
the new Christian, who requested 
anonymity as he fears for his life 
in the officially Muslim North 
African country.

for inviting a Christian couple 
to pray with him, he was accused 
of organising Christian worship 
in his home under Algeria’s 
notorious religion law which 
forbids non-Muslim worship 
for unregistered churches. the 
law stipulates that churches 
must obtain the permission 
of a national committee to be 
registered, but this committee has 
never met, and no church request 
has been officially considered or 
approved.

islam is the state religion in 
Algeria, where 99 percent of 

the population of 40 million are 
Muslim. since 2000, thousands of 
Algerian Muslims have put their 
faith in Christ. Algerian officials 
estimate the number of Christians 
at 50,000, but others say it could 
be twice that number.
Churches To Praise Communist 
Regime

(CH): China continues its war 
against the Christian faith by 
forcing churches to replace hymns 
and spiritual songs with those 
praising the country. earlier this 
year, the Chinese government 
required all believers to sing 
from Newly Compiled Hymns, a 
hymnal published by China’s two 
National Christian Council.

Another part of the plan is 
to re-write the Bible. “there 
are outlines that the new Bible 
should not look westernized and 
[should look] Chinese and reflect 
Chinese ethics of Confucianism 
and socialism.” Chinese elements 
will also be introduced into 
worship services, attire, and style 
of church buildings.

Can’t Take What’s Hidden in 
Your Heart

(CH): With scripture passages 
scribbled on scraps of paper and 
smuggled into prison, Chinese 
Christians imprisoned for their 
faith are memorising the entire 
Bible. “…even though they can 
take the paper away, they can’t 

News
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take what’s hidden in your 
heart,” a woman who had been 
imprisoned said.

A recent surge of Christianity 
has exploded in China, bringing 
along heavy persecution. the 
government has closed down 
several house churches and 
instigated mass arrests of 
Chinese megachurch members. 
Nonetheless, with over 30 million 
Christians in China, some experts 
estimate the country will have the 
largest population of believers in 
the world by 2030.

Christians Forced To Convert 
To Buddhism

(MSN): Local authorities in 
Myanmar forced three Christians 
to convert to Buddhism, 
threatening to expel them from 
the village if they did not convert 
to Buddhism.

forcing the pastor and a 
member of his house church to 
sign documents stating their 
conversion to Buddhism before 

the Buddhist monk in charge 
of the monastery, the officials 
also threatened that the two 
Christians would be fined 100,000 
kyats (us$80) if they engaged in 
Christian activities.

Dozens Of Christian Girls 
Targeted

(UCANews): A poor Christian 
family in Pakistan is calling 
for justice after their teenaged 
daughter was reportedly 
kidnapped at gunpoint and 
raped by five Muslims. The girl 
named Maria, 15, was taken from 
her house in Punjab province. 
Her father filed a police report 
accusing a local businessman and 
four others in the attack in which 
there were several witnesses.

According to reports, 28 
Christian girls became victims 
of abduction, torture, sexual 
harassment, rape, forced 
conversion and forced marriages 
in Pakistan from November 2018 
to June 2019.

LOOKING FOR AN EXPERIENCED ACCOUNTANT  
ABLE TO INDEPENDENTLY HANDLE THE ACCOUNTS  

FOR NGO / TRUST
Must hAVe thoRough KNoWLeDge of:

- Tally ERP9
- Proficient in Word / Excel 

- Spoken & written English & Hindi needed.
A Christian believer preferred from between Bandra to Borivali  

those iNteResteD PLeAse eMAiL us At:ian.ggfkaruna@outlook.com 
or call:  +91 9224426351
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Received world wide appreciation. For copies Please draw 
DD/Cheque/MO in favour of Ms. S. Rebakah and Mail it to: 

Ms. S. Rebekah, 17-1-391/36, Subrahmanya Nagar,  
Saidabad, Hyderabad – 500 059 (Telangana)

Spiritual Inspirational Best Selling Book

Dear Sir, I read the book, “I am in Love..”, borrowed from my friend, It changed my heart 
forever. I love to have my own copy of this book and also some more copies to gift to my 
friends. I searched for this book in several book stores in Bangalore but could not find it. Sir, 
kindly let me know how to get a copy of this book for which I shall be grateful. 
Thanks – Reshma Swaraj, (For queries feed back email : iaminlove2012@rediffmail.com)

An email query recently received from a sister from Bangalore :
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Light of Life 
Over 60 Years Of Ministry  

Through The Print Media

Contact:  
The Editor, Light of Life 

21, YMCA Road, Mumbai Central. Mumbai 400 008. 
Tel.:+91 22 23076941/23095656;  

Web: www.lightoflife-india.com 
Email: lightoflife2777@gmail.com;  

lightoflife1@rediffmail.com

Join In & Be Involved in this precious ministry

• PRAY for Light of Life’s ministry

• INTRODUCE Light of Life to others

• SUPPORT Light of Life financially through 
Gifts/Donations
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