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LETTERS

YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 
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Heart-rending

Jacob ninan’s editorial, ‘Apostasy’ 
(May 2018), is heart-rending! it 
has addressed two main streams of 
professions which have great impact 
on everyday life.

i hope all those medical 
practitioners along with the 
producers of agricultural products 
may learn a great lesson not to play 
with human lives. he also touched our 
pastoral ministry of the word of god! 
Perhaps, here again, the churches 
are failing miserably to communicate 
the message of the cross. it is, in 
a simple terms, salvation which is 
freely offered to all castes, creeds 
and culture!

Benjamin R K Lall, Assam.

God Centred Gospel

Zac Poonen in his article, ‘the true 
gospel and the false’ (July 2018), 
has very clearly brought out what 
the god centred gospel is. As rightly 
pointed out by him, many evangelists 
and pastors are misleading the 
people by preaching that god solves 
all their earthly problems, instead 
of leading them towards the path of 
repentance.

in fact, god has given man all the 
abilities to attend to his earthly 
problems. the correct way of 
preaching is to advise people to live 
a god centred life by doing his will.

U. Jacob Udaykumar, Bellary, KA
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Editorial

A SEEKING CHRISTIAN

Seek the Lord and his 
strength; seek his face 
continually” (Psa.105:4). 

Salvation is not a one-time 
event in our life where we 
receive forgiveness of our sins 
from god after which we look 
forward to being with the Lord 
in heaven through eternity! it 
begins with forgiveness, and 
god’s aim is to free us from living 
under the power of sin and to 
transform us increasingly into 
the nature (character) of Christ 
(Rom.6:14;8:29). As this happens, 
our fellowship with god becomes 
more and more intimate, as also 
that with our fellow Christians 
(1Jn.1:3). But many Christians 
have never been told about this 
part of salvation, and as a result, 
once they receive forgiveness 
they assume that now everything 
is fine with them, and they focus 
on having a nice life on earth to 
the best possible extent! in the 
process, they miss experiencing 
the greatest part of salvation.

one of the tragedies in 
Christendom is that a lot 
of preaching tends to make 
people comfortable in their sin, 
immaturity and bondages. this is 
because the truth is not preached 
in its fullness, but in a way that 
does not offend or hurt any of the 
listeners. without informing the 
hearers about the righteous and 
just character of god that will not 
tolerate any sin, but will punish 
all sin, an exaggerated emphasis 
is given on the love, mercy and 
grace of god. while pointing out 
the spiritual position god accords 
to his children because they are 
‘in Christ’, hardly anything gets 
mentioned about how they have 
to deal with their sinful flesh 
in daily life so that their actual 
experience becomes conformed 
to their position in Christ. Most 
damaging of all is when, with 
an aim not to cause anyone to 
doubt their salvation and get 
into condemnation, preachers 
talk in a reassuring way, giving 
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Editorial
the impression that ‘it is well 
with their souls’ when many are 
not even born again (Jn.3:3,5) or 
when people are living only for 
the world (1Jn.2:15).

As the consequences of such 
a complacent attitude towards 
preaching, there are so many 
people in churches who are 
headed for hell while they 
assume they are going to heaven. 
then there are many others who 
have experienced forgiveness of 
sins, but are now stuck with lives 
that are not growing into Christ-
likeness, but remain really no 
different from unbelievers.

we can notice some disturbing 
characteristics among such 
people. one serious aspect is 
their unwillingness or hesitation 
to forgive others, because they 
have not seen clearly what they 
themselves deserved and how 
god has forgiven them in grace. 
even for many who have received 
god’s forgiveness, the idea about 
what ‘grace’ really means has 
not sunk into them. they don’t 
seem to be bothered much about 
‘common’ sins and are not in 
any hurry to get over them. one 
wonders if any regeneration 
has actually taken place in their 
hearts.

Some of them ‘go to church’ 
as a sense of duty, and instead 
of worshipping god in their 
heart, they are only engaged in 

giving marks for the choir and 
the sermon. there is virtually no 
desire to serve in the church, but 
only to obtain recognition and 
position there.

Many of them seem to have an 
inflated sense of entitlement as 
‘children of the King’. without 
ever having seen themselves as 
sinners who deserve hell, they 
lay claim to the position they 
have been told god has given 
them. instead of seeing that this 
position is only something god 
has granted to them by grace, and 
then taking a humble and thankful 
stance before god and men, they 
expect a privileged treatment 
from everyone. not realising that 
god primarily wants to save them 
from their sins, some of them 
think only of ‘blessings’ in their 
earthly life. Some of them cannot 
tolerate any hindrance to their 
wishes, but expect that god is 
there to answer their prayers so 
that they can live without want or 
discomfort. Some even think that, 
since they are under grace, they 
are eligible to indulge themselves 
in some areas.

An extension of this attitude 
is that they want every prayer 
granted instantly! when they 
pray, they don’t bother to find 
out what the will of god is, or 
how he deals with people. they 
have been told that all they have 
to do is to ask and they will 
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get it! When they find out that 
sometimes god takes time to do 
what they want, they walk away 
from the church blaming god for 
the problem. Listening to god 
and hearing what he has to tell 
them, examining their hearts to 
see if there is anything wrong 
there (Psa.66:18), searching 
god’s word to understand more 
exactly what his will for them is 
(1Jn.5:14), etc., do not occur to 
their mind at all.

Another characteristic is an 
expectation that since god has 
come looking for them, he will do 
everything for them – god does 
not require anything from them, 
they just have to be still and 
receive everything freely from 
god! Any preacher who talks of 
obedience will be shunned as a 
legalist or someone who is against 
the free grace of god!

if someone is given admission 
to a prestigious school or college 
because of an unmerited favour 
shown by the principal, isn’t it 
expected that he will show his 
appreciation by working hard to 
demonstrate that the principal 
had not made a mistake in his 
case? But if he assumes that 
since he didn’t have to show good 
marks for his admission, he can 
expect the principal to give him 
high marks in his exams too, we 
would say that the boy has not 
understood his situation! But 

what about the Christian who 
assumes that it is god’s duty 
to take care of all his needs and 
meet all his expectations while 
he enjoys himself in the world? if 
we realise that we truly deserved 
hell for our sins and it was only 
god’s grace that redeemed us 
from that destiny, the Bible says 
that we should determine not to 
live for ourselves anymore but to 
focus every part of our life to live 
for him who gave himself for us 
(2Cor.5:15).

All this goes to show that many 
who presume to be Christians 
have not really entered through 
the door of grace. when preachers 
follow, knowingly or unknowingly, 
a humanistic philosophy that 
believes we are intrinsically 
good, with all the potential within 
ourselves to make anything of 
ourselves that we want, they tell 
us that all we have to do is to 
have positive thoughts and words 
and everything will be fine. But 
that is entirely in the opposite 
direction from the Bible. the 
Bible tells us that even after we 
are born again, we carry with 
us our sinful flesh. The lusts and 
desires in our flesh tempt us to go 
against the holy Spirit working in 
us (gal.5:17;Jas.1:14,15). when 
we go seriously into the battle 
on the side of the holy Spirit, we 
find that we do not have within 
ourselves the strength we need 
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for victory. then we learn to seek 
god earnestly for strength to put 
to death these desires from our 
flesh (Rom.8:13). What happens 
to those who look only at the 
promises of god when it comes to 
the spiritual part of their life and 
live to enjoy their life to the most 
part?

Can we afford to stop seeking 
after god once we have found 
him (or rather, he has found 
us)? Some churches try to make 
themselves ‘seeker friendly’, 
meaning they want to be a place 
which unbelieving ‘seekers’ 

find attractive. But what about 
making the church also a place 
where believers are encouraged 
to seek after god to become what 
God wants them to be and to fulfil 
the ministry god has called each 
of them to? “You will seek Me and 
find Me when you search for Me 
with all your heart” (Jer.29:13).

Jacob Ninan 

QUOTABLE QUOTES

To fall in love with God is the greatest romance; to seek him the greatest adventure; to find 
him, the greatest human achievement.

- Augustine

The most common mistake Christians make in worship today is seeking an experience rather 
than seeking God

- Rick Warren

If you're sincerely seeking God, God will make His existence evident to you.
- William Lane Craig

Continue seeking God with seriousness. Unless He wanted you, you would not be wanting 
Him.

- C. S. Lewis

Don't let past mistakes keep you from seeking God
- Billy Graham

They spend more time in analyzing, in collecting materials, and in hard thinking than on prayer, 
on seeking God's mind, and on waiting for the power from above.

- Watchman Nee

If God exists, not seeking God must be the gravest error imaginable. If one decides to sincerely 
seek for God and doesn't find God, the lost effort is negligible in comparison to what is at risk 
in not seeking God in the first place.

- Blaise Pascal
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Advertisement : For Home Parent

“Karuna Sharan”, a Boy’s home for Orphan’s is looking 
for Parent Couples designated as “Home Parents”, 
functioning as Parents for 20 to 22 boys .

1. Remuneration  - You will be paid a monthly salary 
of Rs 8,500/- on appointment, which will be raised as per 
the discretion of the Board & Management, annually.

2. Facilities -You will be provided other facilities which 
include – 

Residential & Food facilities, Free School Education 
for upto 2 Children at “The Ambassador High School”, 
Valiv, Vasai (E).

Mediclaim – Post your probation period of 3 months, on 
receiving your Appointment letter, You will be provided  
“Mediclaim”, a cover for you, your wife & Kid.

3. Location – You will be based at Karuna Sharan, 
located at Valiv, Vasai (E), Palghar District.

If you are a born again Christian couple with a heart 
and a calling to work with Orphans, please send your 
resume to:

Karuna Sharan, 
c/o The Ambassador High School, 

Valiv- Highway Road, Behind Vitthal Mandir, 
Vasai (E), Palghar District - 401208 

Contact No:  
7410079880 / 9637723024 

Mail: 
 kishor.tfi@rediffmail.com 
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it has been more than 2000 
years since Christ came, 
lived among us on this 

earth, died for us, redeemed us 
and ascended to heaven. His final 
command to his disciples was 
to take the gospel to the ends of 
earth. true, committed Christians 
still try to spread the gospel. 
Churches plan special projects 
and programmes to reach the 
unreached. evangelists and 
ministry-oriented volunteers are 
ministering in far away villages 
and unreached areas.Yet, we have 
not reached even three percent of 
the 1.3 billion people in india.

what are the reasons? where 
have we failed? what could be 
done? what is happening? Do we 
have to focus more, pray more or 
witness more? or are we giving up 
under the difficult circumstances 
we are facing in the present. Some 
of those involved and others who 
are regular church-goers have 
contributed their thoughts.

My Cup No Longer Overflows

“there are several factors that 

the devil strategically sets in 
place to see that we forsake our 
first love (Rev.2:4). though he 
prowls around like a roaring lion 
(1Pet.5:8), the devil is crafty and 
subtle in his attacks. As Screwtape 
teaches wormwood, ‘…the safest 
road to hell is the gradual one – 
the gentle slope, soft underfoot, 
without sudden turnings, without 
milestones, signposts” (The 
Screwtape Letters by C S Lewis). 
So, how do we shield ourselves 
from becoming complacent in 
our walk with god? 

the two commandments 
on which all the laws and the 
prophecies hang upon is love. 
Love for god and love for our 
neighbour. that is exactly what 
we need to consciously focus on.

Slacking on these two commands 
that we’ve known almost all 
our lives can cause even great 
pastors and evangelists to lose 
their passion to serve the Lord. 
Satan brings in so many ‘realistic’ 
issues in our life that ‘loving god 
and loving our neighbour’ seem 
to be at a low priority.

“if we work on keeping the 

COMPLACENT IN  
SHARING THE WORD?

People of faith need to have a call and commitment, filled with 
the Spirit.

SHANTHA KINGSTON
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two commandments, our love 
for god and our love for others, 
performing at the highest level 
and encourage others to do so, i 
am sure our cups will overflow 
and we will yearn to share 
the love of god with others” 
(David Joseph, Management 
Coordinator, Christian institute 
of Management, Chennai).

Great Preachers, Who Do Not 
Practise

“the india Bible Literature has 
been trying to spread the gospel 
for the last 60 years through 
adult literacy programmes, 
training evangelists in schools of 
evangelism, conducting seminars 
for Christian leaders and 
arranging meetings for the youth 
and others who desire to have 
partnership with us. All these 
programmes aim at bringing 
the message of salvation to each 
group in a way that is acceptable 
to them. But we are still not able 
to touch a reasonable percentage. 
one of the main reasons is the 
failure of those who carry the 
message to be good witnesseses 
for Christ. Christians are great 
preachers. But they find it very 
hard to practise. we must often 
remind ourselves with the words 
of Paul to timothy, ‘take heed 
to yourself and to the doctrine. 
Continue in them, for in doing this 
you will save both yourself and 
those who hear you’ (1tim.4:16)” 

(e. Velayutham, Director, india 
Bible Literature, Chennai).

The Lost Vision

“to be frank, i would say our 
churches have lost their vision. 
we do not have the vision of the 
former missionaries who came 
from overseas. our churches 
concentrate more on building 
churches in various places with the 
financial help of the congregation 
and donations from abroad. Soul 
winning is not given priority 
anymore. those evangelists who 
go into the villages are able to 
share the Gospel effectively, but 
they are not able to follow up. 
these new believers go back to 
their faith as there is no spiritual 
support or guidance for them” 
(Soundararaj Chelliah, retired 
professor, near Chennai).

Not By Might, Power, But My 
Spirit

“true, we have not reached a 
larger population of india even 
after centuries. to me, one solid 
reason for this is that we are not 
seeking the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit as we ought to. why do 
we hesitate to ask for the help 
of the holy Spirit, to lead us, to 
exhort us in our endeavour to 
reach people? Jesus specifically 
said that he was leaving the holy 
Spirit in his place to dwell within 
us (eph.1:13). But we focus on 
different things to accomplish 
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our goal. it is only through god’s 
Spirit that anything of lasting 
value could be accomplished. the 
apostle Paul says, the Spirit helps 
us in our weaknesses; intercedes 
for us with groans that words 
cannot express (Rom.8:26). 
when we have such assurance, 
why should we lag behind in 
spreading the gospel? we know 
how the holy Spirit guided Saul 
and Barnabas to be set apart 
for his ministry (Acts.13:2). we 
should depend on the power of 
his Spirit, particularly as we work 
for god. Let us decide not to trust 
in our own strength or abilities, 
but to depend on the holy Spirit 
to guide us” (Prince Ravindran, 
a volunteer with Blessing Youth 
Mission).

“Martin Luther said that he 
knelt and prayed for three hours 
every day before he started 
meeting people with the gospel. 
whatever he did for the Lord 
was fruitful though he did have 
trouble from the Pope and other 
staunch Catholics, who could 
not accept the Bible truths 
expounded by him in those days. 
when we start the day with 
prayer and end with prayer, we 
can get wonderful results as you 
go out to evangelise. today, even 
Christian leaders have no time 
to sit and read the Bible or pray. 
they switch on their whatsapp 
or Youtube to gather matter 
to preach! this must change. 

we have to give importance to 
prayer” (eben Prince is involved 
in hospital and prison ministry).

“if you look at the former 
missionaries, they were not mere 
talkers. they showed the love 
of Christ by working among the 
poor and setting up educational 
institutions, hospitals and so 
on, to serve the people. they 
never really had to scream from 
the rooftops; people saw Christ 
shining from them and were 
attracted to Christ’s teachings. 
Likewise, it was with Jesus; he 
never called crowds to follow him, 
but they did as he showered love 
and healing upon all” (K. Daya is a 
copy writer, and a journalist).

We Have Failed God

“we do not listen to god. we 
live according to our own plan 
and will. We do not reflect Christ 
in our lives anymore. Since we are 
like this, what we say or preach 
does not have an impact. even 
when we have the calling, we limit 
our time and place according to 
our convenience. Paul Brandt 
shared about the untiring spirit 
of his mother, in taking the 
gospel to the villages of india, 
where he was brought up. ‘At 75, 
with a broken hip, using bamboo 
crutches, riding on her donkey, 
she kept on visiting people in the 
villages, to tell them about Jesus 
till she was 95.’ i think, if we show 
such zeal and desire like her, the 
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number of believers would swell 
soon!” (Dora edwin is a writer 
and author of daily devotionals).
Lack Of Proper Communica-
tion

for example, we put posters 
everywhere, ‘Jesus saves’. An 
onlooker asked ‘will that Jesus 
save me from my debts?’ we 
need to be clear about what we 
say. our display must not only be 
crisp and attractive, but thought 
provoking and unambiguous.

The Message Is Not Conveyed 
Properly

Jesus identified Himself with 
the poor, the social outcasts, 
the sinners, the weary, the sick, 
and the oppressed. with his 
compassion and love, he told 
the people how to be freed 
from these and, quite often, he 
drew them out of their pits. the 
communion with his father gave 
him the power to heal, deliver 
and raise the dead. But today, 
some Christians simply frighten 
their listeners of hell and torture, 
if they do not accept Jesus as their 
Saviour. Let us first share His love 

and kindness... and tell them how 
happy life would be with Jesus by 
their side.

Change In Focus

this is a sad truth. Sometimes, 
when the Christian leaders/
evangelists who have been called 
for the ministry find themselves, 
as much sought-after leaders 
to pray, to heal and to preach, 
their focus changes. they want 
to start building schools and 
colleges, of course for training 
evangelists! But then, that was 
not their call.

the need of the hour is to 
educate men and women of faith 
with a call and commitment, 
filled with the Spirit. They could 
inspire ordinary Christians in 
their neighbourhood or churches 
to be receptive and obedient to 
the great Commission of the Lord 
Jesus Christ.

Shanta Kingston 
worked at the India 

Bible Literature 
as publications 

coordinator.
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in every sweltering summer 
the temperature soars. 
with mercury on the rise, 

oh how our tongues crave for 
that cool ‘elixir of life’ (read pot 
or fridge water)! By the same 
token, in chilly winter, the warm 
clothing shunned in summer 
now appears oh-so-inviting. Also 
come summer or winter, how we 
wish controlling the temperature 
is well within our realm! that 
brings me to the topic about 
two ‘heat related’ instruments 
– thermometer and thermostat. 
for the uninitiated, if the 
former merely ‘registers’ the 
temperature, the latter ‘regulates’ 
it. to further substantiate, while 
the thermometer reading changes 
depending on the temperature 
around it, thermostat changes 
the temperature for good.

there are only two types of be-
lievers. the ‘thermometer’ Chris-
tians are influenced by outward 
circumstances and pressures, 
while the ‘thermostat’ believ-
ers, rather than going with the 
ungodly majority, stand-up and 

THERMOMETER AND 
THERMOSTAT BELIEVERS

The God-honouring lives of His saints would play ‘thermostat’, 
transcending even time and space.

SURESH MANOHARAN change the world around them 
for good.

Let me share three Biblical 
incidents where one would 
see the godly ‘regulating’ the 
‘temperature’ around them rather 
than merely ‘registering’ it.

Calefactory (read furnace)

Hip, hip hooray (an anti-Semitic 
phrase meaning Jerusalem is 
fallen) shouted the enemies 
(especially the neighbours of 
Jews... Moabites, Ammonites and 
edomites) in sadistic glee, when 
the Jewish capital Jerusalem’s 
walls were razed to the ground 
and the majestic temple therein 
was burnt in 586 BC by the 
Babylonian army headed by King 
nebuchadnezzar. the Jews were 
being punished for their stubborn 
disobedience of worshipping 
idols, despite so many warnings 
of the disastrous consequences 
heralded by the prophets like 
isaiah and Jeremiah. 

oh! how god hated to bring 
about that calamity for it would 
conversely and adversely affect 
his own holy name (that he could 
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not protect his people – eze.36:17-
21), but there was no other way 
to bring about a change in the 
hearts of his covenanted people 
other than taking them through 
the chastising and cleansing fire 
of temporary exile! the previous 
two exiles of 606 BC (Dan.1:1-4) 
and 597 BC (2 Kngs.24:16) ought 
to have served as warnings to 
the hard-hearted Jews remaining 
in Jerusalem under the reign of 
idolatrous King Zedekiah, that 
a bigger punishment would 
come their way, if they did not 
mend their ways. however, they 
turned a deaf ear to the pleadings 
of Jeremiah, the prophet, and 
finally the day of total Jerusalem 
destruction arrived, much to the 
glee of their traditional enemies.

would the holy name of the 
Almighty god remain tarnished in 
the eyes of the gentiles for long? 
no way! enter Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abednego (Dan.3) who were 
in Babylon from 606 BC as a part 
of the ‘first batch of exiles’ along 
with their leader Daniel!

within a year of total exile of the 
Jews from the ‘land of milk and 
honey’ in 585 BC, King nebuchad-
nezzar, perhaps inspired by the 
dream of majestic statue in 604 
BC (Dan.2), himself constructed 
a huge statue and ordered all in 
his kingdom to worship it. Any 
resistance to this royal decree 
would lead one straight to the fi-

ery furnace. Daniel, at this time 
as one of the chief officials, would 
have been away in a distant place 
on official duty. But his friends 
were not so fortunate. it was a 
‘do or die situation’ for them, 
both literally and figuratively. 
that they did not bend to royal 
pressure to worship a pagan idol, 
even as the grim prospect of be-
ing thrown alive into the fiery 
furnace loomed in front of their 
eyes. what was the result of their 
holy defiance and their eventual 
miraculous deliverance from the 
searing furnace (Dan.3:8-25)? 
the ‘villain’ in the whole story – 
King nebuchadnezzar – is trans-
formed for good, so much so that 
he passes a royal edict that the 
true, living god of the Jews has to 
be revered all throughout his vast 
empire (Dan.3:28-29). 

Despite being in the fiery 
furnace, these men were not 
‘thermometers’, but ‘thermostats’ 
bringing about a beneficial 
‘temperature change’ in the 
lives of King nebuchadnezzar 
and many in his realm. Are you 
a ‘thermometer’ Christian or a 
‘thermostat’ one?

Cave (read den) 

fast forward by another  
46 years (539 BC). Yet another 
royal decree going out 
throughout the Medo-Persian 
empire, proclaiming thus: “Peace 
be multiplied to you. i make 
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a decree, that in all my royal 
dominion people are to tremble 
and fear before the god of Daniel, 
for he is the living god, enduring 
forever; his kingdom shall never 
be destroyed, and his dominion 
shall be to the end. he delivers 
and rescues; he works signs and 
wonders in heaven and on earth, 
he who has saved Daniel from the 
power of the lions.”

now what was the reason for 
this royal decree being issued? 
it was on account of Daniel, 
who in the midst of ‘fiery trying 
circumstances’, preferring to 
play a ‘thermostat’ rather than 
a ‘thermometer’. Rather than 
being cowed down by the King’s 
orders (at the behest of Daniel’s 
enemies) to petition only the King 
for a month lest he should be cast 
into the lion’s den, Daniel, as was 
his wont, preferred to petition the 
‘King of kings’ daily three times a 
day. the eventual result of it all 
was not only god’s saving power 
got demonstrated amply, but 
also his name, which had been 
tarnished courtesy the Jewish 
exile in 586 BC, was magnified the 
world over once again. And what 
about Daniel’s enemies? they, 
who had hoped that Daniel would 
serve as a sumptuous dinner 
to the famished lions, ended up 
instead as a delicious breakfast to 
them! A lesson for us here, ‘never 
mess with god’s people’ (Zech. 
2:8)!

Cell

“i want you to know, 
brothers, that what has happened 
to me has really served to advance 
the gospel, so that it has become 
known throughout the whole 
imperial guard and to all the 
rest that my imprisonment is for 
Christ. And most of the brothers, 
having become confident in the 
Lord by my imprisonment, are 
much more bold to speak the 
word without fear” (Php.1:12-
14).

the apostle Paul, far from being 
discouraged, confined as he 
was to a restrictive Roman ‘cell’ 
(actually house arrest), like a 
true ‘thermostat’ was ‘regulating’ 
the temperature (read boldness 
in preaching the gospel) of fellow 
Christians outside of it, besides 
introducing the heart-warming 
gospel to Roman soldiers who 
were guarding him (Acts.28:16). 

the ever present bubbling 
infectious joy (the words ‘joy’ 
and ‘rejoice’ are used not less 
than 11 times in the epistle to 
the Philippians) in the apostle, 
besides the power of the gospel 
in his words were having their 
needed impact on the Roman 
soldiers. Are you sharing the 
gospel with your fellow plane, 
train or bus travellers seated 
beside you with contagious joy 
after establishing a common 
point of contact (1Cor.9:20-23)?
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Did Paul’s ‘thermostat’ role 
in the ‘heat of his fiery trials’ 
remain confined to only fellow 
Roman Christians outside his jail 
and the Roman soldiers inside 
it? it spanned hundreds of miles. 
from Rome (Rom 8:28) he would 
dictate epistles (to amanuensis 
like tertius – Rom.16:22), which 
in turn ‘regulated’ the spiritual 
temperature for the good of the 
churches at ephesus, Philippi, 
Colossae and an individual 
named Philemon. thanks to 
his imprisonment we have 
access now to the ‘rich spiritual 
treasures’ contained in these four 
epistles.

in conclusion what i would 
like to say is the god-honouring 
lives of his saints like those of 
the awesome threesome, devout 
Daniel and pious Paul would 
play ‘thermostat’, transcending 
even time and space. Boy, i for 
one had the cockles of my heart 
‘warmed-up’ writing about them. 
Say hallelujah, if reading about 
them produced a similar effect 
in you!

Suresh Manoharan  
is associate-cum-youth   

pastor in Christian   
Fellowship Church,  

Hyderabad.
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Receive Grace in Faith And 
Obedience

“now on his way to 
Jerusalem, Jesus travelled along 
the border between Samaria 
and galilee. As he was going 
into a village, ten men who had 
leprosy met him. they stood at a 
distance and called out in a loud 
voice, ‘Jesus, Master, have pity 
on us!’ when he saw them, he 
said, ‘go, show yourselves to the 
priests.’ And as they went, they 
were cleansed” (Lk.17:11-14).

nothing Jesus does is at random 
or without purpose. every road 
he travels opens the doors for 
the seekers to receive his grace 
and rejoice. for the ten people 
affected by leprosy, a ray of hope 
came into their lives amidst their 
misery. Just as they live now-a-
days in many places across the 
world, at the time of Jesus also, 
they were required to live apart 
from the rest of the community. 
they were the outcasts. More 
than the disease it was the 
exclusion that was painful for 
them. they stood at a distance as 

GOD’S GRACE – RECEIVE 
AND RESPOND 

When God gives His grace, He is yearning for us to come back 
to Him and enjoy His fellowship.

P. L. N. RAjU  required by the law so that Jesus 
and his disciples (the Jews) were 
not defiled and made unclean.

But there was an expectation 
and hope in their approach to 
Jesus. they did not let go of the 
opportunity that came their way. 
in faith and hope, they approached 
him. Jesus was their last hope. 
Their cry for mercy reflected 
their social and spiritual reality. 
Their agonising cry signified 
their pitiable condition. A cry 
for help from the depths of their 
heart, in faith, did not go without 
an appropriate response from 
Jesus. 

Jesus’ response was not 
pronouncing immediate healing 
to them. there was uniqueness 
in Jesus’ response. Jesus did not 
say, “Be healed.” he did not heal 
them then and there, but asked 
them to go and show themselves 
to the priests. Under  the law of 
that time, those who were healed 
of leprosy should go and be 
declared clean by the priests. it 
signified that a leprosy affected 
person was made pure again and 
accepted back into the society. 
they would no longer carry the 
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stigma and be excluded from the 
society. every need of ours has 
a unique solution in Jesus. we 
are unique, and our needs are 
unique. Jesus does not follow the 
one-size-fits-all approach. His 
solutions are tailor-made.

the solution that Jesus gave to 
their problem could have elicited 
diverse reactions from the ten 
affected people. they could have 
been disappointed because he 
did not wave a hand over them, 
or touch them, as he did in some 
other instances. Many questions 
would have run through their 
minds. one could say that the 
ten had gone because they had 
nothing to lose. not true; they 
have had much to lose; ridicule 
and chastisement by the priests. 
their minds were troubled; if 
they were not healed by the time 
they reached the priests, they 
would look like fools; their very 
last hope had failed them. this 
had put the faith and obedience 
of the leprosy affected persons to 
test.

which was a better option, to 
remain in unbelief and suffer, or 
step out in faith and obey what 
Jesus commanded them to do? 
irrespective of our situation, the 
choice is ours – to obey Jesus in 
faith or do what we want. the 
exercise of free will is not only 
when the situation is comfortable, 
but when all doors seem closed. 
whether in a state of delight or 

despair, it is obedience to the 
Lord’s voice that matters. 

whether it was in faith or 
desperation, the ten did obey 
Jesus. this act of obedience 
delivered them from the disease 
even before they had reached the 
priests! there is no record that the 
ten people had earlier in any way 
been touched by Jesus, nor had 
been witnesses to Jesus’ miracles. 
they would have possibly heard, 
but not seen, what Jesus could do. 
they believed in Jesus from what 
they had heard. that is faith. they 
were cleansed by god’s grace 
through their faith in Jesus. Man’s 
desire and god’s will have to 
match for healing. only through 
faith do we receive Jesus. no one 
has done anything for them other 
than the word that Jesus had 
given to them. god’s grace had 
manifested in their lives because 
they had obeyed Jesus. faith and 
obedience to Jesus open the way 
for god’s grace.

Response To God’s Grace

“one of them, when he saw 
he was healed, came back, 
praising god in a loud voice. he 
threw himself at Jesus’ feet and 
thanked him—and he was a 
Samaritan. Jesus asked, ‘were 
not all ten cleansed? where 
are the other nine? has no one 
returned to give praise to god 
except this foreigner?’ then 



25Light of Life AUgUSt 2018

he said to him, ‘Rise and go; 
your faith has made you well’” 
(Lk.17:15-19).

Jesus knew that all the ten 
were healed. he pointed out that 
someone, who possibly did not 
know god earlier, had come to 
know god through him.

how human nature responds to 
god’s grace is amply demonstrat-
ed by the responses of the ten 
people. interestingly, Jesus did 
not ask them to show themselves 
to the priests and come back. the 
choice is ours, to get back to him 
with thanksgiving or not. our 
god never compels. free will is 
his character, he gave us Jesus, 
he created the world, he created 
man and woman out of his free 
will. So, free will is an inherent 
characteristic of man at the spirit 
level. to be grateful, i must get 
in touch with the spirit of god in 
me. Logic makes me relate to the 
physical world, the spirit of god 
helps me to get connected with 
the Almighty god in heavenly 
realms.

only one of the ten people who 
were healed of leprosy came 
back to Jesus. only one among 
them truly understood the heart 
of god. he was a Samaritan, 
outside the covenant community, 
rejected and despised by the 
Jews, a gentile, a lesser person, 
not a follower of the law. the one 

person who came back to Jesus, 
did so worshipping Jesus. he 
realised that the cleansing was by 
the grace of god, in and through 
Jesus Christ. he received a gift. it 
is the experience of love of Jesus 
that broke all chains for him. 
he came back excited. he was 
touched in his heart. it was not a 
formality that he had to fulfil, but 
an expression of genuine joy. he 
gave glory to whom it was due. 
he came in person, confessed 
his gratitude with his mouth. 
it is a one-to-one relationship 
with Jesus. instant grace, instant 
healing, instant praise. he did 
not send a thank you letter or an 
email.

everyone around him must have 
heard his loud praises and come to 
know the love and power of Jesus. 
it was a public testimony, not a 
private one behind closed doors. 
what an amazing demonstration 
of freedom in Christ! the gospel 
is preached by the new believer 
without any teaching or coaching. 
he wanted to tell the whole world 
what happened to him, and who 
did it for him. he wanted the whole 
wide world to know how grateful 
he truly was. You receive grace, 
you respond to it yourself though 
words and deeds (dancing). 

it is interesting to speculate 
(as one author did) why the 
nine did not come back: 1) one 



26Light of Life AUgUSt 2018



27Light of Life AUgUSt 2018

waited to see if the cure was 
real and it would last; 2) one no 
longer had the stigma of a leprosy 
affected person and his heart was 
hardened that he would not say, 
“thank you” to anyone anymore; 
3) one simply forgot because 
he was too happy; 4) one was 
separated from his family for a 
long time, so he turned back home; 
5) one gave glory to the priests; 
6) one believed that he would 
have got well anyway, meeting 
Jesus was only coincidental; 7) 
one thought that he would see 
Jesus later on; 8) one decided 
that he actually never had leprosy 
but some other disease; 9) one 
had questions of how and why 
he was cured, he was lost in self-
doubt about the existence of god. 
All the nine were also equally 
blessed materially, but their souls 
were lost because they did not 
have the heart of gratitude. Many 
receive the blessings of god and 
rationalise that it is their own 
doing. Rationalisation is the deceit 
of the devil. gratitude establishes 
the relationship with god; deceit 
of self-dependency breaks it.

when god gives his grace, he 
is yearning for us to come back to 
him and enjoy his fellowship. god 
loves our praises of him because 
that strengthens our bonding 
with him. the expression of 
gratitude brings glory to god. 

glory belongs to the one who 
gives us grace. Doing what god 
tells us to do must be done in 
faith. in expressing his gratitude, 
the leprosy cured person received 
inner healing, peace and joy.

obedience to god’s word is for 
our benefit. The answer to the 
question, “what is in it for me 
if i obey god?” is the blessing. 
the grace of god is for us to 
be blessed in this world and 
manifest his grace. A truly faithful 
person always responds to god’s 
love and compassion through 
gratitude. Are we Christ-centred 
like the Samaritan, or self-centred 
like the nine others? nine have 
received physical healing; one 
in addition received salvation of 
the soul. we must be witnesses 
without hesitation to god’s grace. 
thanking Jesus is praising god. 
Jesus is pleased by our witnessing, 
testifying and worshipping. 
in praise, we become whole; 
spirit, soul and body; spiritual, 
emotional and temporal needs of 
our existence are met. our soul is 
saved spiritually through faith and 
gratitude. Attitude of gratitude 
is a characteristic integral to the 
Christian walk.

P. L. N. Raju  
is a coach on   

organisational  
effectiveness in   

New Delhi.
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the results are out. And 
you are down and out. 
the reason? You’ve failed. 

flunked. Your friends who’ve 
passed with flying colours call 
you up to ask how much you’ve 
scored. And you turn sour. or, it is 
possible that, you failed to make 
it to the medical college by just 
one mark? or that engineering 
seat in a coveted college by a 
whisker? how do you deal with 
such a predicament? Such heart-
breaking pain? here are some 
Bible-baked steps you might want 
to consider.
1. Do Not Condemn Yourself!

if it is true that you have tried 
hard and that you have done your 
best, then – please listen – do not 
condemn yourself. Swim away 
from thoughts of suicide! if Jesus 
is the ‘author of life’, who are you 
to take it away (Acts.3:15)? After 
having failed in our exams, why 
should we fail in our faith also (by 
committing suicide)?

Jesus has already prayed that 
we must not (Lk.22:32)! i invite 
you to see the sad scenario of 
your flop in the exams, God’s way. 
who said that 40 was pass and 
39 marks was fail? it was man. 

IF YOU HAVE FAILED…
Our God has never once failed.

DUKE jEYARAj the education Board, correct? 
how does god view things? hit 
the rewind button on the parable 
of the talents that Jesus narrated 
and you will get to know. the 
one who is given ten talents is 
rewarded for getting another ten. 
the one who had just one talent 
was taken to task for not bringing 
any. the point Jesus was making 
was this: you’ve got to do your 
best with what is given you and 
that is what will count on the big 
day of judgment!

Suppose, the fellow who was 
given five brought in just four, 
according to Jesus, he would not 
have been ‘good and faithful’. 
Let’s switch back to the talk 
about examinations and marks. if 
you have had the god-given iQ to 
score those steep 90s but scored 
hey-that-is-more-than-enough 
70% because of your laziness, 
god will tell you that you have 
not been ‘faithful’. the world may 
go bananas over such students, 
but god will not be impressed. 
not one bit. According to his 
plumb line, you have ‘failed’. on 
the other hand, if you had the 
heaven-endowed capacity to 
score just 35% and you burned 
the midnight oil to make a 39%, 
all of heaven will stand to give you 



30Light of Life AUgUSt 2018

a thunderous applause! Celestial 
cheers will certainly await you! 
if the academic world and your 
parents brand you as a failure in 
such a case, take it in your stride. 
what god thinks about you only 
finally counts (Gal.1:10). You have 
not failed in god’s eyes! (i have 
borrowed this brilliant thought 
from Aunty Lillian Stanley.)
2. Do Not Be Casual Hereafter!

if you’ve goofed up in your 
exams, take a good look at what 
you were doing in the academic 
year that has just gone by. And 
analyse how you have passed 
the time. Ask yourself these 
questions (it does not matter, if 
they make you sit on pins and 
needles). have i been casual in my 
approach to studies? have i taken 
things too lightly? have i been 
over-confident? Tried to crack 
and consume the entire syllabi 
the night before the exam and 
hoped that god would give me a 
photographic memory? Merely 
glanced through the worked-out 
problems/numericals a few times 
instead of solving them step-by-
step, time and again?

A Bible story comes to my 
mind. the story of the tiny 
town Ai defeated the mighty 
israelites who had just soundly 
beaten Jericho “and all its mighty 
warriors” (Josh.6:2). the spies 
who returned from inspecting 
the miniature city of Ai cockily 

had said, “it’s a small town, and 
it won’t take more than two or 
three thousand of us to destroy it. 
there’s no need for all of us to go 
there” (7:3). that presumptuous 
attitude was the reason for the 
prompt defeat. May i humbly 
suggest that it is quite possible 
that the reason for your failure in 
your entrance exams or school-
final is your over-confident 
attitude? god allows defeats in our 
lives to teach us lessons which we 
will not learn otherwise (Check 
out Lev.26:17;Deut.28:25).

or check if you have copied in 
your exams – an ungodly thing 
to do, for which we can have 
no excuse whatsoever – in a 
desperate attempt to pass. But 
when the results came, your 
heart skipped a beat – you had 
miserably failed. gamaliel told 
those who were working overtime 
to oppose the followers of Jesus, 
not to break into a sweat. his logic 
was this: that which is not of god 
will automatically fail (Acts.5:38). 
Any of our efforts outside the will 
of god to somehow pass is bound 
to ultimately fail too. even if you 
have passed after having copied, 
that doesn’t make it right, buddy. 
Repent and ask god to cleanse 
you. never do it again.
Drape yourself with a dogged 
determination to work hard as 
you get ready to take your exams 
again. “hard work never killed 
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anybody,” our school principal 
often told us. And i found it to be 
true when i put in those late nights 
of hard work to pass my calculus 
paper! “nothing is so common 
as unsuccessful men with talent. 
they lack only determinination,” 
wrote Charles Swindoll. he was 
right. the next time you have a 
crack in the same set of exams 
you have flunked, cut away all the 
unnecessary and excessive tV-
watching, internet-browsing and 
music-listening. Concentrate. it 
will show in your results, if you 
do. Surely!
3. Do Not Be Close-minded!

Just because you did not make the 
grade in the medical college, you 
need not blindly conclude that 
you should stay at home and take 
a shot at the medical entrances 
the next year. You don’t have 
to jump to such close-minded 
options! the world we live in is 
big. the options available before 
the students are diverse. if it is 
true that god has got variant 
life-plans for each of us, then it 
is definitely not possible that all 
of us should necessarily end up 
as medical doctors. or engineers. 
god’s plan for Jeremiah wasn’t 
the same as his plan for ezekiel. 
or, god would not swap his plan 
for Paul with what he had worked 
out for Peter. oh yes! god chose 
Jeremiah to prophesy to the 
people of Judah left behind after 

the Babylonians invaded them, 
while god had ezekiel prophesy 
to the people of Judah who were 
carried away into exile in Babylon 
– did you know? (Jer.29:11). Paul 
was to preach to the non-Jews 
while Peter was to go after the 
Jews in god’s scheme of things.
north india’s Christian colleges 
look for applications from 
Christian students. who knows? 
You – a believer from South india 
or the north east – may be god’s 
Moses or a Daniel or an esther – 
in your campus. A vast majority 
of 799 universities, 39701 
colleges and 11923 standalone 
institutions, especially the ones in 
the north, do not have a campus 
Bible study group as yet. esther, 
a Jew, went to Persia to join its 
national institute of fashion 
technology (esth.2:12)!
Moses joined ranks with the 
egyptian University (Acts.7:22)! 
god gave Daniel and his pals 
who studied in the far-from-
home Babylonian University 
“knowledge and skill in both 
books and life” (Dan 1:17 the 
Message). i studied in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Allahabad when i could 
have settled down to study in 
Vellore, my hometown, or close-
by Chennai itself. And like Daniel 
and his pals, i too learnt “both 
books and life.” My burden for 
bringing Christ and his word to 
today’s trendy youth was born in 
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that needy campus in the heart 
of north india. if i just sat and 
sulked when i failed to get into a 
college with my preferred branch 
of engineering, just think what i 
would have missed!
Listen – we have a god who has 
never once failed. in anything 
(1Chr.28:20). And you can bet 

that he will carry us through the 
tumultuous times such as plus 
two exam failures and preferred-
course entrance exam flops.

Duke Jeyaraj  
is the founder of G4 

Mission, a ministry oriented 
to the modern youth.

Wanted Bride

Seeking alliance for simple, well-educated and family oriented boy, based in 
Pune, M.Com, M.Phil, working as a lecturer, tall (5’8”), wheatish, handsome, 
rooted in Christian values, aged 38 years. Preference for a good, affectionate, 
caring and family oriented girl from a good Christian family.

Contact: ra53199@yahoo.com with complete details.

Groom Wanted

Maharashtrian Protestant Christian parents invite suitable alliance for 
their daughter, 29 years, 5’1”, slim, athletic, wheatish complexion, B. e. 
(Chemical) distinction. expectations: Protestant boys, holding a good job, 
well educated, Bible believing, preferably from Mumbai. 

Contact: 9969951259/ 9819241797

Protestant Christian parent seeks alliance for her daughter, 36 yrs, 157 
cms, wheatish, good-looking, god-fearing, convent educated, M.A eng. 
Literature, P. g. Diploma in Social Communication and Media, from suitably 
qualified, well settled Christian bachelors.

Contact: 9372404302
Email: anupamf@gmail.com / sfp1408@yahoo.com

Wanted Bridegroom

Alliance invited for an indian born, 22-year-old Australian Citizen, residing 
in Australia and working as an it consultant after completing her Masters 
in it. Compatible Born again committed Christian please respond with 
profile & amp; picture to email: aswepraise@gmail.com

Mob: +91-9900858918

MaTRIMONIaL
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who do you count 
among your relatives? 
Most of us would 

list spouse, children, parents, 
siblings, grandparents, uncles, 
aunts, and cousins. what about 
god? Does he count among our 
relatives?

in the beginning, when god 
created Adam and eve, he is 
shown as taking an evening walk 
in the garden of eden with the 
only beings created in his image. 
After Adam and eve disobeyed 
god, they hid from god, not 
wanting to join him for the stroll. 
neither did they want to talk to 
god. So god said, “have it your 
way,” and sent them out of the 
garden so that they wouldn’t have 
to fellowship with god.

Covenant-relationship

Since it was always god’s plan 
to have communion with the only 
creatures who had the spiritual 
faculty for fellowship with the 
Creator, the Lord chose the man 
noah, to preserve a spiritual 
line. however, once again, people 
began to disconnect from god. 
then, god chose Abraham. the 
Lord god said to Abraham, “i 

OUR DIVINE RELATIVE
The kingdom is only for those who know God as their Abba, 

and seek the power of the Parakletos to follow the Lord Jesus.

KURUVILLA CHANDY will establish my covenant as an 
everlasting covenant between me 
and you and your descendants 
after you for the generations to 
come, to be your god and the 
god of your descendants after 
you… and i will be their god” 
(gen.17:7-8).

the word ‘covenant’, as used 
in the Bible, signifies more than 
a legal contract. it has overtones 
that imply sanctity. A covenant 
is sacred because either the cov-
enant is with god, or one that is 
between two persons with god 
as their witness. A covenant is a 
two-way matter. So, for god to say 
that he would be god to the de-
scendants of Abraham, automati-
cally meant that Abraham’s de-
scendants would be god’s people. 
that is what god wanted.

the rest of the old testament 
is, however, the history of god 
keeping on trying to get people to 
have fellowship with him. time 
and again people would turn 
their backs on god and walk away 
from him, and time and again 
god would send prophets to call 
them back to himself. this went 
on and on.

god showed the prophet 
ezekiel a valley full of dry bones 
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and asked whether they could 
come alive? ezekiel told the Lord 
that only he knew the answer. 
god told ezekiel to prophetically 
command the wind to blow on the 
dry bones. ezekiel did that. Bone 
joined to bone, flesh and muscles 
and skin covered the bones and 
then, when the wind blew into 
them, the bones stood up like an 
army. god then said, “they will 
no longer defile themselves with 
their idols and vile images or with 
any of their offences, for I will 
save them from all their sinful 
backsliding, and i will cleanse 
them. they will be My people, and 
i will be their god… My dwelling 
place will be with them; i will be 
their god, and they will be My 
people” (37:23,27).

however, the people of israel 
never understood god that he 
wanted a relationship with them. 
they just kept on doing religious 
services and stuff. They made 
offerings and said ritual prayers, 
much like what Christians do in 
churches today.

Our Abba

when Jesus came, he showed 
by his life that people could 
have a relationship with god. his 
disciples observed him praying. 
they saw that it wasn’t at all like 
what their religious leaders did. 
when Jesus prayed, it was clearly 
an intimate talk that he was 
having with god. he even called 

god, ‘Abba’, using the word that 
children used when addressing 
their fathers. So the disciples 
asked to be taught to pray like 
Jesus. And Jesus told them to 
address god as Abba. that word 
doesn’t translate into the formal 
word, ‘father’. it is more like 
‘daddy’.

god is your relative, your 
‘heavenly Daddy’. You can talk to 
him without any formality. You 
don’t have to get an appointment 
to share what’s on your heart 
with him. You don’t have to know 
big words or be grammatically 
correct to talk to him. And, you 
can go to him just as you are, 
covered with filth after falling 
down. that’s what god is like. he 
is your Abba, just like your dad, 
only vastly better, because his 
love is unconditional, absolutely 
powerful and totally redemptive.

in the prayer our Lord taught, 
all the concerns of our lives are 
covered, our need for food and 
drink, our need to be forgiven 
every day, and our need for 
guidance and deliverance. we 
truly can have a little talk with god 
about all that is on our hearts. As 
the old song says, “how long has 
it been since you talked with the 
Lord and told him your heart’s 
hidden secrets?”

Our Parakletos

Jesus also talked of the holy 
Spirit as someone to have a 
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relationship with. After all these 
centuries, most Christians still 
do not relate to the Spirit. once a 
year, churches observe Pentecost 
Sunday, sing some hymns about 
the Spirit, read some relevant 
Bible passages, and hear a sermon 
on the Spirit. on the other hand, 
those denominations that do 
teach a bit more about the Spirit 
end up concentrating on the gifts 
of the Spirit, and not on the Spirit 
of god.

in the old testament, the 
word ‘spirit’ is ruah, which can 
also be translated as ‘wind’. in 
ezekiel 37, the words ‘spirit’ 
and ‘wind/breath’ were used 
interchangeably. god told the 
prophet to command the wind 
(ruah) to blow on the dry bones, 
and then said, “i will put my Spirit 
(ruah) in you and you will live” 
(v.14). Because of this connection 
between the wind and the Spirit, 
people never thought of the Spirit 
as a person. Like many today, they 
thought the word ‘Spirit’ referred 
to the power of god—an abstract 
quality of god.

Just as he had introduced the 
new name Abba for god, Je-
sus gave the disciples a new 
name for the holy Spirit. in 
greek, the name was parakletos 
(Jn.14:16,17,26;15:26;16:7), de-
rived from two words para (mean-
ing, ‘beside’) and kaleo (meaning, 
‘to call’). All the modern english 
translations use variations of the 

word ‘advocate’ or ‘counsellor’ 
to translate parakletos. An advo-
cate is someone you call to stand 
with you in a court of law to plead 
your case. however, before an ad-
vocate takes your case, you have 
to engage him or her. So the very 
name Jesus gave the holy Spirit 
suggests that people have to call 
the Spirit to come to their aid. 
even though the new testament 
does not record any prayers ad-
dressing the Spirit, the fact that 
quite early in the Church’s his-
tory, orthodox elders and lead-
ers did pray to the Spirit, would 
indicate that praying to the Spirit 
was in vogue. Certainly the name 
Parakletos would urge prayer to 
the holy Spirit for help in life’s 
battles.

writing to the church at ephe-
sus, Paul said, “grieve not the holy 
Spirit” (4:30). the word ‘grieve’ 
suggests relationship. one can-
not grieve a stone by kicking it or 
grieve a glass of water by knock-
ing it over. we give grief only to 
those we have a relationship 
with. Clearly, the new testament 
emphasises the personality of the 
Spirit and that we can have a rela-
tionship with the Spirit.

this injunction against grieving 
the Spirit talks of how not to have 
a relationship with the Spirit. we 
are not to hurt and offend the 
Spirit by saying and doing things 
that are obnoxious and contrary 
to his holiness. exactly so, for we 
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are the temple of the holy Spirit: 
“Do you not know that your 
bodies are temples of the holy 
Spirit, who is in you, whom you 
have received from god? You are 
not your own; you were bought 
at a price. therefore honour god 
with your bodies” (1Cor.6:19,20). 
we are to ‘sow to the Spirit’ 
(gal.6:8). when you sow a seed, 
it is to grow a plant. when you 
sow to the Spirit, you seek more 
of his holiness in your life: “…do 
not live according to the flesh, 
but according to the Spirit. those 
who live according to the flesh 
have their minds set on what the 
flesh desires; but those who live 
in accordance with the Spirit have 
their minds set on what the Spirit 
desires” (Rom.8:4,5).

instead of grieving the Spirit, 
we are to be filled with the Spirit 
(eph.5:18). Paul, however, did 
not say, “Be filled with the Spirit.” 
Rather, he said, “Keep on being 
filled with the Spirit,” an idea lost 
in translation. Being filled with the 
Spirit is not a one-time experience. 
one must not keep on harping on 
some experience that occurred 
years and years ago. having the 
Spirit is a continuing experience. 
Acts tells us that the same people 
in the early church were filled 
again and again (2:4;4:8,31;13:52). 
they were constantly recharged 
by the Spirit.

when Jesus talked of the coming 
Parakletos, he repeatedly said 

that the holy Spirit would come 
to teach the disciples by recalling 
what they had heard from Jesus. 
the holy Spirit would revive 
their fading memories and teach 
them all that Jesus had taught 
them (Jn.14:26;15:26;16:12-15). 
this is what Paul meant when 
he said that those who walk 
in the Spirit will be led by him 
(Rom.8:14;gal.5:18). he told 
timothy that the word of god was 
completely sufficient to equip the 
people of god with knowledge 
about what to do: “All Scripture is 
God-breathed [Spirit-filled] and 
is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the servant 
of god may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good work” 
(2tim.3:16,17). is the holy Spirit 
your guide, as you walk in this 
confusing and enticing world?

Our Lord

what about Jesus himself? 
how can we have a relationship 
with him? Some people say that 
you can’t pray to Jesus, that all 
prayer must address the father 
in the name of Jesus. the new 
testament records two kinds of 
prayer, addressing Jesus. During 
his incarnation, many cried, 
“Lord, have mercy.” that is a 
prayer we can still pray to Jesus. 
in fact, we must.

the book of Revelation shows 
Jesus standing outside the door 
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knocking to gain entrance (3:20). 
he does not kick the door in to 
gain entry. he does not force his 
way in. if someone opens the 
door, and stands talking at the 
door, the caller cannot enter. the 
homeowner has to ask the person 
to come in. this picture of Jesus 
outside the door presumes that 
he waits to be asked to enter. Yes, 
we must ask for mercy and we 
must ask Jesus to enter our lives.

the second prayer is that of 
Christians and the church praying 
earnestly for the return of Jesus: 
“Come, Lord” (1Cor.16:22: 
maranatha; Rev.22:17,20). only 
those who love Jesus will want 
him to come soon. while still 
on earth, Jesus asked, “will the 
Son of Man find faith when He 
returns?” (Lk.18:8). he said that 
the love of many will grow cold 
while waiting for the Lord to 
return (Matt.24:12).

Jesus confronted the people of 
his time: “why do you call me, 

‘Lord, Lord’ and do not do what 
i say?” (Lk.6:46). it is not enough 
to ritually call Jesus ‘Lord’. he 
must have that position and he 
should have our obedience. only 
a disciple is a Christian. A disciple 
is a follower, one who does what 
the Master does. he or she learns 
by doing.

god is our relative. But if we 
don’t have a relationship with 
god and connect with him, we 
don’t belong to him, and if we 
don’t belong to him, all our ritual 
practices will not get us anywhere. 
it certainly won’t get us into the 
kingdom of god. that kingdom is 
only for those who know god as 
their Abba, and seek the power of 
the Paracletos to follow the Lord 
Jesus, come what may.

Kuruvilla Chandy  
is a freelance preacher and 

writer based in Trivandrum. 
He retired after serving 42 

years as pastor in Lucknow.
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miraculous gifts may not be 
present in a church. In such 
a situation, James said that 
anyone who is sick is to ask the 
elders of the church to anoint 
him or her and pray for healing, 
and the promise of God is that 
healing will come in answer to 
the prayer of faith (5:13-15). We 
need to have more faith about 
this promise and put it into 
practice among us.

We are indeed living in better 
days. If we were living in the 
time when Jesus was on the 
earth, we would have found 
Jesus “sent only to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel” 
(Matt.15:24). Or, like Martha and 

Mary discovered that just when 
someone was sick unto death, 
Jesus was not there (Jn.11:1-
44). We have the Holy Spirit in 
us and the Holy Spirit is more 
powerful than the spirits that 
inhabit the world (1Jn.4:4). The 
Holy Spirit will empower us 
to glorify Jesus, but we need to 
stop treating Him like a ghost. 
We have to stop ignoring Him. 
We need to let Him have His 
way with us in our lives and in 
our churches. 

Kuruvilla Chandy 
is Pastor of the Grace Bible 

Church, Lucknow.
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Union Biblical Seminary Requires 
Teaching Faculty

UBS seeks applications for faculty appointment at the rank of 
Assistant or Associate Professor in Department of old testament, 
new testament, Christian theology, Missiology and Christian 
Ministry beginning from June 2018. we need faculty who are active 
Christians and dedicated teacher-scholars to prepare students for 
leadership, service, and faith-informed discernment in a global 
society.

Qualifications:

D.Th/Ph.D. in a related field required. Excellent teaching and 
communication skills, a dedication to professional attainment, and 
commitment to quality improvement are essential.  Must be an 
active, committed to evangelical faith. 

 Salaries & Benefits: 

Competitive salary commensurate with experience, excellent 
benefits including semi furnished residential quarter on campus, 
medical insurance, discounted school fees for children in Kline 
Memorial School of UBS (iCSe Board). 

TO APPLY:   

Visit www.ubs.ac.in for more details.  Please submit a cover letter, CV, 
copies of  and evidence of quality teaching performance with your 

application.  Application packets may also be submitted/completed by 
courier / post : to the Chairman, Union Biblical Seminary Association, 

Bibvewadi (Behind Ramyanagri),  
Pune – 411 037, Maharashtra or by email to recruit@ubs.ac.in
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Pentecost was also called 
the feast of harvest. this 
was celebrated 50 days 

after the Passover – the feast of 
Unleavened Bread. in exodus 
23:16, god commanded Moses to 
keep this feast of harvest, for “the 
first-fruits of your labours which 
you have sown in the field.” This 
was the festival of thanksgiving 
for the harvested crops.

Jesus was crucified at the 
Passover – when the lamb was 
slain in the temple, at the exact 
time, the Lamb hanging on the 
cross was the ultimate sacrifice. 
the resurrection followed, and 
Jesus showed himself to his 
disciples, speaking of the things 
pertaining to the kingdom of god 
(Acts.1:3). Jesus commanded the 
disciples to wait in Jerusalem for 
the promised baptism of the holy 
Spirit.

the ascension of Jesus 
followed 40 days later. when 
the disciples returned from the 
mount called olivet, they did 
not look confused or defeated or 
mournful – though their Leader 
had been taken from them. had 
they not received a promise 

PENTECOST
All of one accord, filled with the Holy Spirit, their only aim was 

to fulfil the Great Commission.

CHRISTANA jOSEPH of better things to come – the 
baptism of the holy Spirit?

So, here they were in the 
upper room, in expectancy, in 
one accord (2:1), putting away 
all differences, with the single 
purpose of receiving the holy 
Spirit, waiting in prayer and 
supplication. Jerusalem was full 
of devout Jews from every nation 
under heaven, assembled for the 
festival of Pentecost. Jesus chose 
this as the most appropriate time 
for the Pentecostal experience 
– to be experienced by the 
maximum number of people. 
Suddenly there was 1) a sound as 
a rushing mighty wind, filling the 
whole house; 2) then, the visual 
appearance of tongues of fire 
upon each of them; and 3) then, 
they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak with 
other tongues.

what was the response to this 
outpouring of the holy Spirit? A 
multitude of Jews came together, 
amazed, they marvelled, “these 
galileans speak in our own 
language, the wonderful works 
of god.” the opposition mocked, 
“they must be drunk.” As the 
confusion increased, Peter, now 
filled with the anointing of 
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the holy Spirit, with boldness 
spoke up, his first evangelistic 
sermon. he was speaking to 
an international audience of 
Jews. he addressed them, giving 
them old testament evidence, 
that Jesus was the fulfilment of 
the prophecies of Joel and King 
David. “this Jesus whom you 
crucified, is the Christ, alive.” 
the listening Jews, convicted by 
the holy Spirit, replied, “what 
shall we do?” Some of these same 
men may have been there at the 
judgment of Jesus, just 50 days 
earlier, screaming vehemently, 
“Crucify him, his blood be on us 
and our children.” now, they were 
convinced of their sin of crucifying 
the innocent Son of god. Peter 
gave them hope. “Repent and be 
baptised in the name of Jesus, and 
you shall receive the holy Spirit, 
for the promise is to you and to 
your children.”

that day, on the festival of 
harvests, there was a harvest of 
souls and about 3000 souls gladly 
received his word and were 
baptised. the disciples were 
given the privilege to witness the 
harvest of souls. the seeds had 
been sown by the prophets of the 
old testament, this was followed 
by Jesus who, in his ministry, had 
sown the truth and watered it by 
his blood, and here the disciples 
were privileged to bring in the 
harvest.

what was the secret of this great 
Pentecost revival? the disciples 
were all of one accord, filled with 
the holy Spirit, their only aim was 
to fulfil the Great Commission. 
“You shall be My witnesses to 
the ends of the earth.” gone were 
the petty infightings – who shall 
be the greatest, claiming places 
of importance on either side of 
Christ.

As the body of Christ, where do 
we lack? Are we in one accord? 
there is so much fracture in our 
structure, so much of discord in 
our unity. we have not received 
the fullness of the holy Spirit. we 
have not been convicted by the 
holy Spirit in order to say, “what 
shall we do to be saved?” we are 
fooling ourselves. Do i manifest 
the fruit of the Spirit in my life 
and ministry? have i encountered 
the risen Christ, the resurrected 
Lord? no one could approach 
the altar without the sacrificial 
offering of the first fruits. Have I 
laid my all on the altar? have we 
had the Pentecostal experience 
in our lives? only then can we 
expect a revival and a harvest of 
souls in our ministry.

Christiana Joseph  
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the world is full of 
injustice. we see it all 
around us. that is a fact 

of the fallen world where we 
live. what should be our reaction 
towards injustice? we know from 
the word and from the character 
of god, that he hates evil, and 
injustice is one kind of evil. the 
psalmist says, “You are not a god 
who takes pleasure in evil, with 
You the wicked cannot dwell. the 
arrogant cannot stand in Your 
presence; You hate all who do 
wrong... Bloodthirsty and deceitful 
men the Lord abhors” (Psa.5:4-
6;Prov.6:16-19;isa.61:8).

in the same way, the people 
of god also should hate evil and 
injustice and abstain from any 
kind of evil or injustice in our 
own lives. “Let those who love the 
Lord hate evil” (Psa.97:10); “i hate 
every wrong path” (119:104); “i 
hate double minded men” (v.113); 
“i hate and abhor falsehood” 
(v.163); “to fear the Lord is to hate 
evil; i hate pride and arrogance, 
evil behaviour and perverse 
speech” (Prov.8:13); “hate evil, 

THE DISCIPLE AND  
SUFFERING INjUSTICE

The people of God should hate evil and injustice and also 
abstain from them.

IMANUEL G. CHRISTIAN love good” (Amos.5:15); “hate 
what is evil; cling to what is good” 
(Rom.12:9).

But when we read the list of the 
fruit of the Spirit (gal. 5:22-23), 
we see longsuffering listed there 
(nASB, niV, etc., have ‘patience’, 
which does not properly 
convey the original meaning). if 
longsuffering means, “a long and 
patient endurance of injuries, 
insults, trouble, etc.” (webster), 
does that mean i ignore and 
overlook evil? Do i condone evil? 
Do i become passive and inactive 
in the face of evil? or, blend into it? 
of course not, none of the above! 
As the Scripture clearly indicates, 
we certainly should hate evil and 
should have no part with it in any 
sense.

however, when the Scripture 
speaks of longsuffering as a fruit of 
the Spirit, it speaks of the disciple’s 
inner attitude and outer response 
towards the personal injustice 
done to him. it speaks of patiently 
suffering injustice for the sake of 
Christ rather than retaliating. it is 
that quality of self-restraint in the 
face of provocation which does 
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not hastily retaliate or promptly 
punish. this is the virtue god 
prizes highly and seems to be 
best developed under trials and 
results into god’s blessing.

generally speaking, we are 
not as much concerned with the 
injustice in the world around us as 
with the injustice suffered in our 
own personal life. for example, a 
very close friend misunderstands 
you and cuts off the relationship. 
or, a close relative accuses you 
of doing something wrong that 
you have not committed. or, 
a co-worker does not take his 
responsibility in a shared project. 
or, someone else takes credit 
for the work you have done, and 
so on. these are the situations 
where longsuffering comes into 
the picture.

The Greek word for longsuffer-
ing is makrothumia, makro mean-
ing long and thumos meaning an-
ger; taking long time to become 
angry, not being quick tempered; 
having a long fuse, suffering long 
time rather than quickly get-
ting upset. As Solomon said, “Do 
not be quickly provoked in your 
spirit, for anger resides in the lap 
of fools” (eccl.7:9). But longsuf-
fering goes far beyond than not 
getting quickly upset or not hav-
ing a short fuse. it is a gracious, 
understanding, loving and forgiv-
ing spirit, and a capacity for self-
control despite circumstances 

that might cause agitation, a way 
of life, and an attitude displayed 
in every aspect of our interper-
sonal relationships. this is not a 
natural trait; it is a spiritual trait; 
a fruit of the Spirit, a result of our 
personal knowledge of god and 
becoming more and more like 
him, like Christ.

first of all, we know that god is 
longsuffering, so should we be. He 
is a “compassionate and gracious 
god, slow to anger, abounding in 
love and faithfulness” (exo.34:6; 
num.14:18;neh.9:17;Psa.86:15; 
103:8;145:8;Joel2:13;Jon.4:2; 
nah.1:3). “god waited patiently 
in the days of noah when the ark 
was being built” (1Pet.3:20). “he 
is patient with you, not wanting 
anyone to perish” (2Pet.3:9). 
when we want quick justice 
and immediate action for an 
injustice done to us, we forget 
what would happen if god gave 
us proper justice every time we 
lied or did something wrong; 
like what happened to Ananias 
and Sapphira (Acts.5:1-11). Also, 
when we want immediate action 
for an injustice done to us, we 
make ourselves holier than god; 
in a sense we are saying, “well, 
god may tolerate you, i cannot.”

Considering god’s longsuf-
fering, Paul exhorts, “Be kind 
and compassionate to one an-
other, forgiving each other, just 
as in Christ god forgave you” 
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(eph.4:32). And, “As god’s cho-
sen people, holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with compas-
sion, kindness, humility, gentle-
ness and longsuffering. Bear with 
each other and forgive whatever 
grievances you may have against 
one another. forgive as the Lord 
forgave you” (Col.3:12,13).

Our longsuffering is based 
not only on knowing god’s 
character, but also on knowing 
god’s justice system. it is true 
that God is longsuffering, slow 
to anger and abounding in 
love, because he does not want 
anyone to perish, but waits for 
repentance (2Pet.3:9). Yet in the 
same context where it speaks 
of God’s longsuffering, it is said, 
“Yet he does not leave the guilty 
unpunished” (exo.34:7). we want 
immediate action, justice meted 
out quickly, here and now. we 
want god to treat everybody like 
he treated Ananias and Sapphira; 
that is, everybody except us! 
But god has all the time in the 
world to wait for an appropriate 
time to mete out proper justice 
(Job.10:5), and he will do that in 
his own time. that is where our 
longsuffering comes into picture; 
waiting for god’s timing and not 
taking the matter in our own 
hands.

James speaking of god’s even-
tual justice exhorts, “Be longsuf-
fering, then, brothers, until the 

Lord’s coming... Be longsuffering 
and stand firm, because the Lord’s 
coming is near. Don’t grumble 
against each other, brothers, or 
you will be judged. the judge is 
standing at the door” (Jas.5:7-9-
;Psa.37). Peter also says, “it is 
commendable if a man bears up 
under the pain of unjust suffering 
because he is conscious of god” 
and then he gives the example of 
Jesus, “when they hurled their 
insults at him, he did not retali-
ate; when He suffered, He made 
no threats. instead, he entrusted 
himself to him who judges justly” 
(1Pet.2:19,23).

we not only know god’s 
longsuffering character and count 
on his justice system, but also 
we can be assured of his good 
purpose behind our longsuffering. 
god in his sovereignty can turn 
those injustices, false accusations 
and loss of temporal rewards 
into a blessing. one of the main 
things we have to recognise is 
the sovereignty of god in every 
aspect of our life, especially in the 
events and circumstances that are 
seemingly bad and unpleasant, or 
even unbearable. that will help us 
to trust him and to keep our cool 
in difficult situations knowing 
that he is in control even when we 
are not and that he uses people, 
circumstances and events in our 
life to bring us closer to himself. 
And so, as David exhorts, “Be still 
before the Lord and wait patiently 
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for him; do not fret when men 
succeed in their ways, when they 
carry out their wicked schemes. 
Refrain from anger and turn from 
wrath; do not fret—it leads only 
to evil” (Psa.37:7-8). 
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noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 
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generosity is a spirit of 
life. it is not just a matter 
of giving away money 

and things, although it is a part of 
it. our source of understanding 
generosity is neither Bill gates 
nor Warren Buffet, although I 
have great regard for them. our 
template is god himself, as he is 
restoring his image in us. Christ 
in us is the hope of glory. he can 
empower us to be generous.

god is generous. he creates big, 
loves us lavishly and treats us like 
kings. he is building mansions for 
us; he will come and take us to 
heaven, personally. As he thinks 
of the whole world, he thinks 
of me. Though His mind is filled 
with mind-boggling concerns of 
the world, he is mindful of my 
little needs. god is generous in 
his details. his outlook is never 
sketchy.

the forgiveness of god made 
possible in Jesus Christ is the 
fountainhead of all generosity. 
he paid the debt i could never 
repay. wiped away the blot i 
could never erase. he is lifting 
me to heights i could never 
attain. none of this at a price, 
but all freely given. therefore, 
generosity is his initiative. when 

PRACTISE GENEROSITY
Joy and character will come your way.

SAMSON GANDHI we experience such free-flowing 
grace, we become channels of 
his generosity. Jesus’ grace is 
the fountainhead of all human 
generosity.

our generosity begins with 
forgiveness. we have tasted the 
sweet forgiveness of god given to 
us generously, freely and with no 
pre-conditions. Let us be generous 
in forgiving. when Jesus forgave 
the sin of the woman caught in 
the act of adultery (Jn.8), he did 
not even use the word forgive. 
when he said, “go and sin no 
more” to her, nobody was there. 
when Jesus went into the house 
of Zacchaeus, the tax collector, 
there is no mention of a sermon 
on extortion or patriotism. his 
graceful and generous presence 
at his house, even at the cost of 
criticism, condemnation and 
rejection by a section of the 
community, was amazing.

we would be so awful if we 
were to expose a person before 
forgiving; if we were to make 
him/her feel miserable before 
releasing; if we were to forgive, 
but bring it up again and again. 
when you forgive, do it generously. 
the only way we can do it is to 
see Jesus on the cross dying for 
our sins. forgiving in love is the 
highest form of generosity. when 
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our heart becomes light, our lips 
become gracious (generous) and 
hands become big.

Be generous in your apprecia-
tion. Offer compliments generous-
ly. in indian culture, appreciating 
one another and complimenting 
each other do not come easily. if 
we grew up without much appre-
ciation, we will find it difficult to 
appreciate others. however, as we 
receive from god and begin to ap-
preciate and compliment others, 
you will be surprised to see that 
what goes around comes back to 
you. however, i am not at all sug-
gesting that one must flatter the 
other. flattery is a deception. we 
must train ourselves to look at the 
bright side of every person and 
reflect a positive image to them. 
Make believing statements like, “i 
know you can do this.” or “if i had 
my way, you would be in my team.” 
or to someone young, “You rock!”

Let us be generous in small 
giving. there are so many places 
we interact with people who serve 
us. Bearers in restaurants, bell 
boys at hotels, parking attendants 
(where parking is not paid for), 
valet parking attendants, boys 
who carry groceries from the 
counters of a supermarket to your 
scooter/car, security guards at 
gated communities, auto rickshaw 
drivers and cab drivers are a few of 
them. A cultural approach to this 
would be to offer a tip as a polite 
gesture. Leaving a decent tip for 

a good service is transactional. 
Verbal appreciation and decent 
tip would be a humane approach. 
But what would be a generous 
approach? if god has blessed 
you, and you are sensitive that 
all those that serve you struggle 
with poverty (at many of these 
places the employers just give 
them a meagre, nominal salary 
and expect them to survive on 
tips), then with a grateful heart 
to god can we leave a generous tip 
or offer a generous gratis to those 
that serve us? Such generosity 
does not wipe away their poverty, 
but certainly lights up their heart, 
momentarily. for some, it is 
enough to face another tough day.

Most times, we are generous 
towards rich and stingy towards 
others. when we are invited to 
weddings, anniversaries, birth-
days and other social functions, 
we tend to segregate our hosts 
and categorise them. to the rich 
we give expensive gifts and large 
amounts by way of reciprocation, 
and sometimes to impress them. 
Probably, we think the rich will 
recognise us, return the favour 
in some form or the other, and 
somehow we want to measure up 
to their status. i believe most rich 
people don’t care for the gifts, 
but value your presence. if this is 
true, then will a bouquet of flow-
ers be sufficient?

when we are invited by those 
who are not rich, we are tight-
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fisted in our giving. We might 
give or spend just enough to 
reciprocate, or as an obligation. 
however, when poor people invite 
us, let us be generous. they will 
not be able to return the favour 
and therefore your gifts would be 
purely out of generosity, without 
any expectation whatsoever. Some 
people just send their gifts and 
not attend the function. Although 
your gifts may be generous, what 
will dignify your gift would be 
your presence. Sometimes our 
giving of gifts is also in the nature 
of ‘settling accounts’. we tend to 
ask, “what did they give us?” and 
“what should we be giving?” that 
is a ‘poor’ spirit of giving. it is 
difficult to be generous without a 
generous spirit.

for some of us, more than money, 
our space matters. Armrests in 
buses, trains and aeroplanes are a 
testing ground for our generosity. 
if you are in a middle seat, both 
the armrests are in question. in 
an aisle or a window seat, at least 
one armrest is yours. You could 
possibly share the common one; 
but if it is contested, be generous. 
give up your privilege with a 
smile. Be generous. Remember, it 
does not happen always.

interesting things happen in 
church, too. Some members 
come early and occupy an aisle 
seat as they prefer it, or more 
practically under a fan on a hot 
day. however, quite a few come 

late and must cross the aisle seat 
to occupy others. it is bad practice 
to come late, disturb the service 
and inconvenience someone 
who has come early. however, be 
generous. Slide and give space to 
the late-comer. Sometimes, the 
latecomers are more than the 
seats available in a pew. they 
expect the early comer to ‘adjust’. 
Be generous to leave the pew for 
their comfort and you find your 
own space. go the ‘extra mile’.

As the Lord prospers you, 
you will come into money and 
comforts. More than money and 
space, what becomes more and 
more precious is your time. Jesus 
ceased from ‘ministry’ and spent 
time with his disciples. he invited 
himself to a supper at Zacchaeus’ 
house. he spent time with Lazarus, 
Mary and Martha. After an amazing 
resurrection, Jesus had time to 
have breakfast with his disciples, 
walk and chat with Cleopas and his 
companion. Can we be with people, 
instead of doing things for them? 
Being generous in time with people 
is better than generous in things 
for the people. we will become a 
little bit more like Christ. After all, 
he left heaven and came down to 
be with us.
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i had written about some marks 
of the disciples once they were 
filled with the Holy Spirit. I want to 
highlight three traits of disciples 
worthy of more thought.
• Disciples are ruthless against 

the love of money.
• Disciples are ruthless against 

seeking the honour of man.
• Disciples grow in their desire 

to reach the unreachable.

The Love Of Money

when Peter and John healed 
the lame man, money was 
not Peter’s solution to human 
suffering (Acts.3:6). filled with 
the holy Spirit, Peter saw no need 
for silver and gold to help the 
poor and the hurting. the name 
of Jesus was what Peter needed. 
this principle is sadly ignored by 
most of Christianity.

Almost all our solutions to 
human suffering depend on 
how much money we have. We 
problem-solve to the limits of our 
bank accounts, rather than looking 
to the infinite God. Almost all 
Christian healers therefore claim: 

THE MAKING OF PETER 
THE DISCIPLE – 15

Disciples grow in spiritual maturity.

SANDEEP POONEN “i don’t have as much money as 
I need. If you give sacrificially 
(even get into debt to give to me), 
i will pray for your healing! And if 
nothing happens, then it’s because 
you didn’t have enough faith. or 
you didn’t sow a big enough seed! 
So keep giving me your money, 
and god will ultimately bless/
heal you.” tragically, millions of 
Christians are presently trapped 
in this deception.

A godly man gave me this 
invaluable insight to spot false 
leaders: Look at the man’s 
attitude towards money. If he 
loves money, he cannot hear 
from God. i use this simple test 
for all those who claim to be 
Christian leaders. even if there 
is no glaring outward sin, i stay 
far away from anyone in whom i 
see a clear love for money. And 
I invariably find that their greed 
for money exposes their lack of 
spiritual depth over time.

Even if we offer our bodies 
to be burned at the stake, it 
is still worthless to god if we 
love money – because no one 
can love money and love god 
(1Cor.13:3;Matt.6:24).
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The Honour Of Man

in Acts 8, we read about a 
magician named Simon who 
attracted people with his magic 
skills. when Philip came and 
preached the gospel and healed 
the sick and cast out demons 
under the power of the true 
god, Simon knew that this was 
a great power and received 
Philip’s message. But Simon only 
received it superficially. He was 
more interested in the glamour 
of the gifts of the holy Spirit than 
a holy life, that when Simon saw 
Peter and John lay their hands on 
people to receive the holy Spirit, 
Simon craved for that miraculous 
ability too.

Simon had never seen his need 
to die to impressing others. when 
he was a heathen magician, he 
could impress others through 
his sorcery. when he saw the 
superior power of Philip, he 
wanted that… until he saw the 
even more impressive power of 
Peter and John, desperate enough 
to offer money for it.

Peter strongly rebuked Simon 
for this (Acts.8:20-23), telling 
Simon that he was “in the gall of 
bitterness and in the bondage 
of iniquity.” Simon’s slavery to 
impressing others had created in 
him a gall of bitterness. this has 
great application to our lives. Our 
desires to impress other people will 
result in a deep bitter jealousy in 

our hearts. when we are jealous 
of another’s success, it is because 
we have not ruthlessly died to 
seeking the honour of man.

one note about the love of 
money here. Peter had already 
seen the seriousness of loving 
money that had killed Ananias 
and Sapphira (Acts.5), so he 
easily refused Simon’s offer of 
money. even though Peter was a 
‘full-time’ minister, living off the 
free-will offerings of others, he 
had no desire to gain financially 
from his supernatural gifts.

Reaching The Unreachable

the old Covenant was strictly 
for the people of israel. Jesus 
extended his good news of the 
new Covenant to the whole world. 
And Peter was used to bring the 
first Gentile (Cornelius) to a born-
again faith in Jesus (Acts.10).

Since even Jesus was not sent 
to reach the gentiles in his public 
ministry (Matt.15:24), god had 
to change Peter’s mindset about 
non-Jews. he did this through a 
vision (Acts.10:9-16) just before 
Peter was sent to Cornelius’s 
house. Peter was sleeping on the 
rooftop, and he saw a vision of a 
blanket being lowered with a lot 
of animals that were considered 
unclean, according to the Mosaic 
Law. Peter heard a voice telling 
him to kill and eat. when Peter 
refused, he heard these beautiful 
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words, “what god has cleansed, 
no longer consider unholy” 
(Acts.10:15).

this was a prophetic vision to 
prepare Peter for the salvation 
of Cornelius. But this has an 
important principle. True disciples 
must grow in seeking to reach the 
unreachable. the gentiles were 
considered unclean to the Jews 
– according to the old Covenant. 
But god deemed the old Covenant 
faulty and tore it up (heb.8:8,13). 
in the new Covenant, nobody was 
unclean or unreachable. Jesus 
died for the sins of the whole 
world.

in our lives, there are many 
people that we think could never 
be saved. But as we grow as 
disciples of Jesus, we learn more 
of god’s heart. god considered 
every single human being worthy 
of His Son’s sacrifice. Jesus saw 
that even the worst of sinners 
was valuable enough to die for.

this is the heart of god that 
disciples partake of. this is the 
divine nature that is available 
to us as we feast on his great 
and magnificent promises. The 
promises of god not only bring 
us love and forgiveness and 
security, they also give us god’s 
heart which is full of mercy and 
compassion.

god is said to be rich in mercy 
(eph.2:4). As we get to know god, 
we too will take on his heart of 

mercy and compassion to every 
single human being.

Falling Back To Old Tendencies 
(Sins)

even with all the wonderful 
changes in Peter after he was 
filled with the Holy Spirit, he was 
not immune from sin. even after 
Peter was repeatedly filled with 
the holy Spirit, he still made some 
terribly sinful choices later on.

Some believers can wrongly 
think that the baptism of the 
holy Spirit will instantly and 
permanently transform them 
into holy people. this is not true. 
The Holy Spirit is a Holy Helper, 
not a Holy Possessor. he does not 
come to overpower our self-will. 
he comes as a helper, eagerly 
waiting for us to ask for his help. 
But whenever we seek to do our 
own will and satisfy our own 
sinful desires, we will find that 
we will fall into sin. we will enjoy 
persistent victory over sin only 
if we actively ask the holy Spirit 
for help. We can seek to be filled 
with the holy Spirit, but we also 
have to honour the holy Spirit 
by actively seeking his help. 
otherwise, we will ‘quench’ the 
fire that He brings.

the fruit of the holy Spirit is 
described in galatians 5:22-23 as 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 
self- control. But the verse right 
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after that is also important. “now 
those who belong to Christ Jesus 
have crucified the flesh with its 
passions and desires” (gal.5:24).

this is an important caution 
about the baptism in the holy 
Spirit: The baptism/filling of the 
holy Spirit does not automatically 
make us holy; the holy Spirit 
comes to help us be holy. the 
fruit of the holy Spirit is not a 
guaranteed by-product of those 
who are born of the Spirit or even 
those who evidence some gifts of 
the Spirit. the fruit of the holy 
Spirit is borne in us as we do our 
part to crucify our flesh with its 
passions and desires.

Peter also had to choose to keep 
listening to the holy Spirit. he 
often made the right choice, but he 
fell back to his old legalistic ways 
by refusing to eat with gentiles 
when he was around legalistic 
Jewish Christians. So, when Paul 
met with Peter, he confronted Peter 
for this hypocrisy (gal.2:11-14).

Despite the miraculous vision 
that Peter saw, and despite 
being used to witness the first 

gentile being born again, Peter 
succumbed here to seeking the 
honour of others. Peter rejected 
the holy Spirit’s voice and 
made the evil choice to treat the 
gentiles as inferior. And given 
Peter’s stature, his hypocrisy 
even corrupted Barnabas (known 
for his immense gift to encourage 
others).

this is a warning for the rest 
of us. hypocrisy and seeking 
the approval of man are sins 
that reside deep within us. 
far beneath sins like sexual 
immorality and outbursts of 
anger, we will find hypocrisy, 
legalism, honour-seeking, and 
pride still abounding. we who 
desire to live wholly for god, will 
pay close attention to these sins, 
and walk with soberness because 
we need the holy Spirit’s help to 
keep them pure.

Sandeep Poonen  
works in the IT cybersecurity 

industry. He is also an 
elder at New Covenant 

Christian Fellowship Church, 
California.

We count on 
your prayers!

as we at Light of Life seek to fulfil this ministry for the 
edification of our readers, we seek your prayers for God’s  
anointing, blessings, provisions and guidance. Thank you.
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HOW WILL THIS BE?
j. FREDRIC DAWSON

“How will this be?” said Mary, a virgin 
“It will be so, with the help of the Holy Spirit, 

Nothing is impossible for God to achieve, 
Only believe and humbly accept,” said the angel.

She should be stoned to death to fulfil the Law, 
A Jewess had violated it and she deserved to die. 

But truly she was innocent and only submitted to God 
God’s will and voice prevailed over the Law. 

Mary remembered the scriptures she had learnt 
“A virgin will be with a child and give birth to a son.” 

As her soul rejoiced and glorified God, she said, 
“Henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.” 

Joseph pledged to Mary was in deep dilemma, 
Righteous man he was, did not want to shame Mary. 

Commanded by God in a dream to marry her, 
Joseph obeyed and submitted to God’s will. 

Mary bore the holy Child and tenderly brought Him up, 
She treasured in her heart all what was told about Him. 

A sword pierced through her own soul, when He was crucified, 
But that opened the way to heaven for the lost mankind.

TRANSLATORS REQUIRED

A Christian translation agency is looking for TRANSLATORS in TELUGU, BENGALI, NEPALI, 
URDU, GUJARATI, SINHALESE & BURMESE languages to work from home.

Qualifications:

1. The applicant should be a Christian believer with good language proficiency in English 
and intheir Mother tongue.

2. theological graduates preferred.
3. Must be able to translate directly on Computer and need to have knowledge of Microsoft 

Office, PageMaker, Adobe InDesign, etc.,
4. Able to work on a tight deadline.

interested candidates are requested to send in their resumes  
to info@word2all.in OR call/whatsapp @ 09915357315

www.word2all.in
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GREAT IS THY  
FAITHFULNESS

September 1946. the family 
was attending my uncle’s 
wedding. Amidst all the 

excitement, i fainted in the bride’s 
house. i recovered after some 
time, but i had high temperature. 
My father, a doctor, arranged a 
thorough check up for me. X-ray 
was the most modern medical 
equipment at that time and my 
chest X-ray showed that my heart 
was considerably enlarged. the 
doctors’ diagnosis was that there 
was a defective aortic valve for 
which there was no cure. the only 
remedy was to give maximum 
rest for the heart, so that the leak 
would not increase and cause 
the heart to fail completely. All 
the doctors advised me complete 
bed-rest for the rest of my life, so 
as to extend my life at least up 
to the age of 13. My dad knew 
the seriousness of the situation 
and insisted on complete rest 
for me. though i had no obvious 
physical disability, i was asked 
to lie down all the time. i was 
not to get excited, angry or even 
cry. everyone took extra care to 
keep me happy. i was told that 
if i take proper rest, i would be 

M. MATHEW back to normal soon. i believed it 
and tried my best. But all the rest 
knew that my life expectancy was 
only up to 13 years.

After about two years, i was 
allowed to get up slowly, sit for 
some time, read some books or 
solve puzzles. Later, i was allowed 
to walk up to the dining table. i 
was only six when my problem 
started and i was in the 3rd 
standard. i could go only till the 
first term. I longed to play about, 
like boys of my age.

i was very fortunate to be born in 
a family where everyone believed 
in the Almighty god and his 
omnipotence. This has influenced 
me deeply from my childhood 
and i had a strong belief that 
Jesus loved me and without his 
knowledge nothing would ever 
happen to me. As days passed to 
months and years, i was waiting 
for the day Jesus would heal me. 
My classmates and friends were 
all running around and playing 
all sorts of games which i also 
loved so much. Sometimes i used 
to wonder, “Why should I suffer 
alone like this? Am i the biggest 
sinner from among all my friends? 
has Jesus forgotten me? Does he 
not know my condition?”
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i used to read my Bible every 
morning and evening. one day i 
was reading isaiah 40. the verses 
from 27 onwards touched my 
heart. it said, “why do you say, o 
Jacob, and complain o israel, ‘My 
way is hidden from the Lord; my 
cause is disregarded by my god’? 
Do you not know? have you not 
heard? the Lord is the everlasting 
god, the Creator of the ends of the 
earth. he will not grow tired or 
weary, and his understanding no 
one can fathom. he gives strength 
to the weary and increases the 
power of the weak. even youths 
grow tired and weary, and 
young men stumble and fall; but 
those who hope in the Lord will 
renew their strength. they will 
soar on wings like eagles; they 
will run and not grow weary, 
they will walk and not be faint.” 
(halleluiah, i had the good fortune 
to experience every word of these 
verses.) from then on, anytime a 
negative thought came into my 
mind, i used to say these verses 
replacing, “Jacob” and “israel” 
with my name, Mathew. once i 
repeated these verses using my 
name, my desperation turned to 
a wonderful hope and trust in the 
Lord.

After three years of my 
confinement, my maternal 
grandfather, who was a staunch 
Christian, stepped in, and told 
my father to allow me to go to 
school once again. My father 

was shocked! he explained the 
medical side of my problem to 
him and told him he wants me to 
live as long as possible and the 
only way was to give maximum 
rest to the heart. grandfather 
was also adamant. he said, “what 
is the use of him staying like this? 
whatever time he gets, let him at 
least have the pleasure of going 
to school and spend some time 
with other children. we will see 
that he won’t exert himself, let 
him stay with us and if required, 
we will carry him to the school. 
(the school was just in front of 
the house.) we won’t force him 
to study also. Let him just listen 
to the classes.” finally, my Daddy 
yielded, and grandfather put me 
in the 4th standard; though i had 
gone only till the first term in 3rd 
standard. having succeeded in his 
mission of putting me in school, 
grandfather knew where to look 
for further help. every night, 
after the usual prayers, he would 
plead to the Lord with tears for 
my health. i cannot still control 
my tears when i remember his 
prayers, and how faithful god has 
been in answering his prayers.

without much problem i 
crossed over the primary school 
to the next stage. for SSLC, i had 
the highest mark in the school 
in the final SSLC exam. Then I 
joined college. i was very much 
interested in electronics and 
wanted to go in for engineering. 
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But Daddy told me that i would 
not be able to handle the practical 
classes in engineering college, 
which would be too strenuous for 
me. By this time, i had strong faith 
in my Lord and knew that nothing 
will happen to me without his 
will. i fully believed that he had 
a plan for my life and that would 
be the best for me. i used to bring 
to him all my desires, with a 
footnote, “Lord, you know what is 
best for me; lead me according to 
Your will only, and not mine, for i 
don’t know what is best for me.” 
So i was not disappointed when 
Daddy told me that i couldn’t go 
for engineering, nor when i got 
just pass mark for physics, for 
which i was expecting around 
95% for the Pre-University final 
exam. i had a great desire to 
study in Union Christian College, 
Aluva. But with the marks i got, i 
couldn’t even apply in as i wanted 
physics main. You know, there is 
nothing impossible with my Lord! 
Believe it or not, the Lord helped 
me to study in U.C. College for B.
Sc. Physics, and He made me an 
electronics engineer.

After completing B.Sc., my 
daddy told me a secret. once i 
started going to school again, he 
was praying very earnestly that i 
should be able to complete S.S.L.C., 
so that i could get a clerical job in 
some school, till my life lasts. As a 
doctor, he did not expect anything 

more. with tears in his eyes, he 
said, “now god has helped you to 
become a graduate.”

By the grace of god, i could get 
an engineering job in 1962 in All 
india Radio. in 1965, Daddy had 
to undergo an operation in C.M.C., 
Vellore. i also went there to see 
Daddy. My brother was there, as 
he did his M.B.B.S. and M.S. there; 
so he organised a thorough check 
up for me. the best cardiologist in 
india was there at that time. they 
examined me for two consecutive 
days. they told my brother that 
my heart condition was very bad. 
there was considerable leak in the 
aortic valve and a good amount of 
blood was coming back into the 
heart. But somehow the heart 
was compensating by pumping 
extra amount of blood so that, in 
spite of the leak, sufficient blood 
supply was maintained. hence, 
I was not feeling any difference 
in my well-being; but this would 
not continue for long. Utmost rest 
was required for the heart; i was 
forbidden any physical activity 
that would give strain to the heart; 
never even to think of marriage. if 
maximum care was taken, i might 
continue till about 34 or 35. i was 
told of the result, but not about my 
life expectancy. nobody displayed 
any sad feeling, as they all knew 
that from 13 years initially, it 
was now 35. it was decided that 
i would not marry.
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i continued all normal activities 
as usual, but i was not participating 
in any strenuous games. nobody 
at the office even suspected that 
i had any health problem. in 
1969, my youngest uncle started 
pressurising my father saying, 
“You have to arrange a marriage 
for him. Doctors may say so many 
things, but that need not be true.” 
finally, Daddy explained to me 
that he was under pressure and 
wanted to know my opinion. i told 
him my condition, “if there is any 
proposal, and when we meet the 
girl’s party, you have to tell them 
about my heart problem. Let us 
see what their reaction is, and 
then we will decide.” Dad agreed.

i prayed, “Lord, you have led 
me so far. Please guide me in this 
very important matter in my life. 
i don’t know whether i should 
marry or not. A girl should not 
suffer because of me. If I have 
to marry, i don’t know whom to 
marry. Show me these two things. 
when my father says about my 
heart problem, the father of the 
girl should say, ‘It’s all in the 

Lord’s hand. Even if she marries 
a fully healthy person, anything 
can happen any day. So that’s not 
a problem.’ then i will take it as 
Your will for me to marry that 
girl. otherwise, i will not marry.” 
there was a proposal and the 
girl’s party agreed to come to see 
me. But Dad didn’t tell about my 
heart, i liked the girl, but, more 
than anything else, i was looking 
for an answer to my prayer. So, 
i reminded Dad and he told the 
family about my heart problem. 
the words my father-in law 
uttered were exactly what i had 
asked god, word for word!

how faithful my god is. today, 
at the age of 77, he renews my 
strength like that of an eagle and 
helps me to walk and not faint. 
he blessed us with three children 
and six grandchildren. Praise be 
to his name. 

M. Mathew  
retired as Station Engineer, 
All India Radio, and lives in 

Trivandrum, Kerala.

Wanted Bride
Seeking alliance from an independent bachelor for fair good-looking 
girl 5’3” 1981 born,convent educated, Asstt. Professor working in 
government sector. Send family profile, biodata. and photograph. 
Contact 9838688307. email: fcsingh@rediffmail.com

MaTRIMONIaL
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Book of Isaiah 40 to 55 
New International Version (IBS) or Zondervan

Crossword 53

Send in your answers with Bible references by e-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, 
to reach Light of Life, Post Box 4576, 21-YMCA Road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400008, not 
later than August 5, 2018. Please indicate your name, address and Light of Life Subscription 
number while sending the answers. 

J. Fredric Dawson

Clues Across:

1.  “Surely he took up our ………. and 
carried our sorrows.” (ch      vs      )

5.  “Speak tenderly to Jerusalem and 
proclaim to her that her ….. service 
has been completed, that her sin has 
been paid for.” (ch     vs     )

7. “the craftsman encourages 
the goldsmith, and he who 
smooths with the …… spurs 
on him who strikes the anvil.”  
(ch     vs     )

8. “the children born during your 
…………will yet say in your hearing, 
‘this place is too small for us; give us 
more space to live in.’” (ch       vs      )

12. “i clothe the sky with darkness and 
make ……… its covering.” (ch     vs     )

13. “Yes, and from ancient days i am he. 
no one can deliver out of my hand. 
when i …., who can reverse it?”  
(ch      vs       )

14.  “this is what the Lord says to his 

appointed, to Cyrus, whose right 
hand i take hold of to subdue the 
nations before him and to …….kings 
of their armor.” ( ch       vs     )

16. “Before me every knee will bow; 
by me every tongue will ……….”  
(ch      vs      )

17. “i have revealed and ……and 
proclaimed-i, and not some foreign 
god among you.”  (ch      vs       )

Clues Down:

1. “Lift up your eyes to the heavens, look 
at the earth beneath; the heavens 
will vanish like smoke, the earth will 
wear out like garment and its ……… 
die like flies.” (ch     vs      )

2. “i will set pines in the wasteland, 
the … and cypress together.”  
(ch      vs      )

3. “therefore i told you these things 
long ago; before they happened i 
announced them to you so that you 
could not say ‘my idols did them; my 

1 2 3 4

5 6 7

8 9 10 11

12
13

14
15

16 17
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Answers to Crossword 51 (Isaiah 1 to 23)
Clues Down:
1. soon (10:25)
2. established (16:5)
3. Ropes (5:18)
4. Scarlet (1:18)
5. bloodstains (4:4)
9. lot (17:14)
11. end (16:4)
12. Run (10:3)
13. says (22:14)
15. axe (10:15)
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Regina L. Victor, Ponda, goa
M. Ratna Prabhu, Ahmedabad, guj.
Viola Kumar, Secunderabad, tel.
Saramma isaac, Adoor, Ker.
Linda Rose Khongwir, Shillong, Megh.
K. Rajarathinam, Madurai, tn
Vathsala J. Kotian, Mumbai, Mah.
Margaret John, thane, Mah.
elizabeth J. Varghese, Mumbai, Mah.
Chandan Lal tewary, Balasore, odisha
Archibald J. Smith, Cuttack, odisha
Portia Syiemiong, Shillong, Megh.
Y. imti tzudir, Dimapur, nagaland
Jayakumar U., Secunderabad, tel.

Clues Across:
1. Shearjashub (7:3) 
6. outspread (8:8)
7. Blood (1:11)
8. Dull (6:10)
10. test (7:12) 
12. resist (1:20 )
14. Bad (5:2)
16. needy (11:4)
17. streets (5:25)

Ottie E. Salins, Ambernath, Mah.
Prema Philips, Kalyan, Mah.
A. Sunderraj, Mumbai, Mah.
Sumathi Dorcas Maigur, Yadgiri, Kar.
Nirmala Butt, Hyderabad, Tel.
Dolly Sinha Roy, Vadodara, Guj.
George B. Ullagaddi, Ambernath, Mah.
Daisy T. Michael, Coimbatore, TN
D. Grace Rachel, Tiruchirapalli, TN
Sushila Muller, Coimbatore, TN
David e. tiwari, Daund, Mah.
S. V. Rani, Bengaluru, Kar.
helen williers, Mumbai, Mah.
thelma Roberts, hyderabad, tel. 
Percy Charles, thane, Mah.

 Crossword 51  Winners 

wooden …. and metal god ordained 
them.’” (ch      vs      )

4. “that you forgot the Lord your 
Maker, who ………. out the heavens 
and laid the foundation of the earth.” 
(ch      vs       ) 

6. “Yet what is ….to me is in the Lord’s 
hand, and my reward is with my god.”  
(ch      vs    )

9.  “i will keep you and make you a cov-
enant for the people to ……… the land 
and to assign its desolate inheritance”  
(ch      vs        )

10. “he who vindicates me is near, who 

then will bring charges against me? 
Let us face each other! who is my 
……….? Let him confront me!” (ch      
vs       )

11. “Your wisdom and knowledge 
…….. you when you say to 
yourself, ‘i am, and there is none 
besides me.’” (word jumbled)  
(ch       vs         )

15. “You will go out in joy and … led forth 
in peace; the mountains and hills will 
burst into song before you, and all the 
trees of the field will clap their hands.”  
(ch      vs      )
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WORD AND 
THE WORLD

W
OR

D AND THE WORLD

CYRIL GEORGESON

WABI-SABI

W   abi-sabi? Surely, the 
title put a question 
in your mind: what is 

wabi-sabi? So now you’re possibly 
reading on to find out what it 
is! Dolce-vita, zen, meraki, pro 
bono, schadenfreude, eunoia - this 
world is so full of catch phrases 
that sometimes it’s tiring to just 
play catch-up. Perhaps by now 
you’ve reached for your phone to 
‘google’ these other words.

Imperfection Normalised

Wabi-sabi With Me was 
the title of the lead article in 
Times Life a couple of months 
ago. wikipedia has this to say 
about it: in traditional Japanese 
aesthetics, wabi-sabi is 
a worldview centred on the 
acceptance of transience and 
imperfection. the aesthetic is 
sometimes described as one 
of beauty that is ‘imperfect, 
impermanent, and incomplete’. it 
is a concept derived from 
the Buddhist teaching of the three 
marks of existence, specifically 
impermanence, suffering 
and emptiness or absence of 
self-nature. After centuries 

of incorporating artistic and 
Buddhist influences from China, 
wabi-sabi eventually evolved into 
a distinctly Japanese ideal. Around 
700 years ago, particularly 
among the Japanese nobility, 
understanding emptiness and 
imperfection was honoured as 
tantamount to the first step to 
enlightenment.

According to the Times Life ar-
ticle, when one follows wabi-sabi, 
one does not look for perfection 
in anything. Rather, one would 
embrace life’s imperfections 
and transient nature. According 
to Leonard Koren, wabi-sabi can 
be defined as “the most conspic-
uous and characteristic feature 
of traditional Japanese beauty 
and it occupies roughly the same 
position in the Japanese pan-
theon of aesthetic values as do 
the greek ideals of beauty and 
perfection in the west.” Again, 
“Wabi-sabi embraces things that 
are imperfect, impermanent, and 
incomplete – the antithesis of our 
classical western notion of beau-
ty as something perfect, endur-
ing, and monumental.”

Wabi-sabi has its echoes in 
the Christian world view which 
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clearly declares that we are 
imperfect, and even broken, in 
our relationship with god, with 
ourselves, with those around us, 
with nature and with the work 
we do. the writer of ecclesiastes 
affirms that “indeed, there is not 
a righteous man on earth who 
continually does good and who 
never sins.” But the Christian 
world view goes further and 
tells us why this happened – it 
is because of Adam and eve’s 
disobedience that sin entered the 
world. And, with it, came decay 
and death. Any reader of the Bible, 
who reads with an open mind, will 
see that there is a clear admission 
of imperfection, suffering and 
transience threading its way 
through the good book from the 
time of Adam’s fall. god created 
this world as a good world, 
but sin is the doorway for this 
fallenness.

Redemption

But, we soon part ways with 
wabi-sabi – in the reality of 
present and future redemption 
and restoration. god, not being 
content with the present state 
of affairs, chose to intervene. For 
god so loved the world he got 
involved. Christ’s sinless, perfect 
life, his death and resurrection are 
the basis for redemption, not only 
of our broken relationship with 
god, but also in the restoration 
of relationship with oneself, one 

another and nature. the work we 
do becomes an offering unto God. 
thus, we do not embrace our 
imperfections; on the contrary, 
in doing all things as unto Christ, 
we strive for perfection. Christ in 
us, and in all we do, is the hope 
of glory. And as we do this, we 
are encouraged further by the 
promise that one day – when we 
see him, we will be perfect.

in the Times Life article, life 
coach farzana Suri says, “no 
one and nothing is perfect, and 
the faster we leave the notion of 
perfection behind, the lighter our 
minds and hearts would be. in-
stead, embrace your flaws – be 
it a broken tea-cup or a cracked 
friendship.” Yes, we can accept 
that we live in an imperfect world 
and accept broken tea-cups. But, 
it would be tragic if we settle 
down to accepting everything in 
the same manner. when friend-
ships break down a true disciple 
of Jesus would seek to mend the 
relationship – forgiving or accept-
ing forgiveness. no embracing of 
imperfection! in the Christian life, 
we strive towards perfection. he 
who called us is perfect and the 
book of Colossians promises that 
positionally we are complete in 
Christ. thus, we personally en-
deavour not to become a slave 
to sin (euphemistically called 
‘flaws/weaknesses, etc.’), but be-
come more Christ-like. we are in 
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healthier relationships, are com-
passionate towards those less 
fortunate than us, work for so-
cial justice and take our respon-
sibility towards creation care 
seriously. All this increasingly 
over time. our attitude ought to 
be like Paul who said, “i press on 
so that i may lay hold of that for 
which also i was laid hold of by 
Christ Jesus.”

Imperfection Has Limits

Wabi-sabi is elitist. It is fine for 
one who is materially prosperous, 
healthy and secure to embrace 
and promote it. But, it would be 
condescending to tell the poor 
and oppressed that they should 
accept the imperfection of their 
condition and those of their 
exploiters; and in fact, celebrate it. 
the poor and those in the fringes 
should seek to improve their lot. 
Probably, that is the reason it was 
honoured mostly among Japanese 
nobility. 

Wabi-sabi is also not practical 
– how many would just embrace 
an imperfect computer, operating 
system or mobile phone? if we 
found one that was better, with 
less flaws, we would be quick to 
abandon the imperfect for the 
one which is closer to perfection. 
If we are fine with transience 
why is it that there is the never-
ending quest for immortal life? 

Somewhere deep down we know 
that imperfection, suffering 
and transience were not what 
we were designed for. there is 
something more. And only in 
Christ can we find perfection, the 
end of suffering and eternal life.

the closing chapter of the 
Bible talks about the new 
heaven and the new earth where 
righteousness dwells. And the 
flawless voice of the eternal one 
says, “Behold the tabernacle of 
god is among men, and he will 
dwell with them and they shall 
be his people, and god himself 
will be among them, and he 
will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes; and there will no 
longer be any death; there will 
no longer be any mourning, or 
crying, or pain; the first things 
have passed away.” the curse 
on the ground when Adam and 
eve sinned will be reversed. 
we shall then be in the place 
of perfection, without suffering 
and living eternally.

And for those who reject the 
free gift of god it is best that they 
embrace wabi-sabi – because 
that’s all that’s left.
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NOTES ALONG 
THE JOURNEY

A MOTHER’S  
PROTECTION

OBY CHERIAN

“Can a mother forget her 
nursing child and have 
no compassion on the 

child she has borne? though she 
may forget, i will not forget you” 
(isa.49:15)!

Recently i saw some amazing 
wild life footage, shot around 
the towering cliffs that stood 
against the Pacific Ocean, on the 
coast of California. A peregrine 
falcon had built for herself an 
almost impregnable home into a 
little alcove high up on this rocky 
edifice.

here her two chicks were 
feeding on the kill that she had 
just brought in. As her brood 
tucked into the meat, she was 
ever watchful for any danger 
that might come their way. this 
was no ordinary mother. her 
eyesight is so sharp she can spot 
a small prey 1600m away and at 
300kmph she is the fastest living 
creature on earth.

A while later we see this super-
mum in action. A flock of pelicans 
are seen flying in their direction. 

She lets out a series of warning 
cries which, unfortunately for the 
pelicans, go unheeded. As soon 
as she feels they have crossed a 
limit the raptor launches herself 
into the sky. in an instance she 
soars over them and then attacks 
from above. Her sharp claws find 
the neck of the leading pelican 
and crunches down on it. A quick 
jerk and the job is done. As the 
falcon slips sideward and begins 
to climb, the pelican goes limp, 
drops down as though it has been 
shot and tumbles helplessly into 
the waters below. Soon the falcon 
is zooming in on the next pelican 
who within a few moments meets 
the same fate.

Meanwhile a large gofer snake 
is climbing up the cliff towards 
the falcon’s nest. the mother bird 
doesn’t miss this even though 
she is a mile away. She sees the 
danger and comes rushing back. 
the serpent sees her coming and 
tries to retreat, but it is too late. 
with a shriek of rage the living 
missile swoops down on the 
reptile. it takes only one precise 
flick from her talons to cause the 
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snake to lose its footing. gravity 
does the rest. the intruder goes 
plummeting down the precipice 
twisting and turning as it falls.

there is hardly anything in 
nature that can come between 
this mother and her brood.

god often compares himself 
to a mother bird and we are his 
flock.

“how often i’ve longed to gather 
your children, like a hen, her 
brood safe under her wings – but 
you refused” (Lk.13:34 MSg).

the falcon chicks should feel 
immensely secure with such an 
awesome mother over them, but 
even this marvel of creation will 

be no match for a speeding bullet. 
But our god is a match for any 
foe – seen or unseen. how much 
more secure we should feel! if we 
are careful to stay in his will he 
will watch over us. if we feel let 
down at times, it’s not because 
he is not able, but because he 
has a greater plan. Perhaps he is 
teaching us how to fly!

“You saw - how i carried you as 
an eagle carries her young on her 
wings, and brought you here to 
Me” (exo.19:4 gnt).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a consultant urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.

index of advertisers
A.K. International Tourism 20

Believers Wedding.com  
(NLF Church) 44

Christian Institute of Management 22

Grace Academy 14

Haggai India National Seminary 37

International Leadership  
Institute 21, 44 

Karuna Welfare 10

Kingdom School 70

Leadership Mission Agency BC 
Matrimonial 32, 56

O. M. Books IFC

O.M. Books IBC

South India Bible college 26

TENT 16

Union Biblical Seminary 38

Word2all 52

YCLT 28



64Light of Life AUgUSt 2018

Don’t Waste Their Mistakes... Learn From Them

THE STUPIDEST MAN IN THE BIBLE 

CHARACTER 
STUDY

 VIjAY THANGIAH

CHARACTER:  
NABAL

MEANING:   
fool, senseless

PRONUNCIATION: 
naw-bawl

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
1Sam.25:2-38

BACKGROUND 

Nabal was a very wealthy man who was celebrating a good 
year in the sheep business (25:1-2). His home was in Maon, 
and his livestock were kept in Carmel, a few miles away. It 

was here, near Carmel, that David and his men had been hiding for some 
time. David, at this point in a hit-or-miss combat with King Saul, offered 
protection to some of Nabal’s shepherds. After the danger passed, David 
sent messengers to Nabal asking for something, since it was a feast day 
and his men were likely hungry. Not only did Nabal refuse, but he insulted 
David, David’s family, and David’s entourage.

The name Nabal means fool, and so he was. We are told that he was harsh 
and evil in his doings (v.3). His wife was a refreshing contrast. Abigail was 
a wonderful blend of good looks and good thinking. He was ultimately killed 
by God.

MAIN LESSONS
1. Nabal didn’t honour God. Nabal was a businessman 
and he built a prosperous business in sheep and goats. 
But the Bible says he was “harsh and evil in his dealings” 

(1Sam.25:3). Nabal was arrogant and self-sufficient. He did not recognise 
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that his prosperity came from God. When David came seeking food for his 
warriors, Nabal refused to help.

Nabal spoke of David as a servant of Saul, who was breaking away from 
his master. Abigail, Nabal’s wife, knew that David was the one designated 
to reign in Saul’s place (vv.30-31). Nabal made it very clear that he thought 
David was a nobody. In his mind, David was so insignificant that knowing 
where he came from or what he was doing were not really worth the 
asking.

He didn’t care about God’s kingdom because he was focused totally on 
building his own. Many people today think that it is cool to be like Nabal. But 
a person who does not honour God is doomed for destruction.

2. Nabal did not listen to his wife. Nabal’s wife Abigail on the other hand is 
described as ‘intelligent’ (v.3) and she is praised because of her discernment 
(v.33). But Nabal didn’t benefit from his wife’s wisdom because he ignored 
her. She was a deeply spiritual woman, and she stopped David from making 
the foolish mistake of attacking Nabal. David listened to Abigail, but Nabal 
arrogantly refused.

He was not wise and did not listen to those who could spare him much 
trouble, and even save his life. He did not appreciate his wife and the 
wisdom God had given to her.

3. Nabal was a slave to his sinful nature. Abigail painted a pitiful picture 
of her husband when she begged David not to attack Nabal. She said, 
“Please do not let my lord pay attention to this worthless man, Nabal, for as 
his name is, so is he. Nabal is his name, and folly is with him” (v.25). Nabal 
never rose above his depravity.

Nabal was feasting like a king in his house when Abigail returned, completely 
drunk and oblivious to the stupidity of his actions, and how close he had come 
to death.  Alcohol was his drug of choice, and he became totally debilitated 
because he couldn’t kick his habit. Nabal was completely oblivious to the 
destruction which lay ahead. Nabal is a picture of man at his worst.

4. God gave Nabal time to repent. Nabal was not merciful to others but 
God was merciful to him and gave him an opportunity to repent before 
he took his final breath. The Bible tells us that Nabal first had a stroke 
and then after around eight days he died. But we don’t know whether 
he took advantage of that opportunity or not. God is merciful because 
it is not His will that anyone should perish but the choice is up to each 
individual.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Why do you think Nabal was so rude to David’s 
messengers? 

2. People can live a life of being kind to others and reap the 

benefits. Or they could live a life of being unkind to others and reap 
the consequences how does the life of Nabal and Abigail display this 
truth?

3. Which is better a good name or a lot of wealth? (Prov.22:1)

APPLICATION QUESTIONS

1. Do you ever get angry? What can you do to control 
anger?

2. Are you ever sorry for getting angry or upset?

3.  When was the last time your lack of attentive listening caused you or 
others trouble? How can you learn from your mistakes? 

4. If someone were to draw conclusions about you and the kind of person 
you are solely by your actions, what conclusions would they draw, and 
why? What does your answer tell you about yourself?

MEMORY VERSE

“A good name is more desirable than great riches; to be 
esteemed is better than silver or gold” (Prov.22:1 NIV).

PRAYER 

Dear Lord, help me not to be stupid, but to listen to You and Your 
people whom You put in my path. Amen.

Vijay Thangiah 
 is a Bible teacher and the former 

National Executive Director of 
India Youth For Christ.
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After two days of just lying 
there in pain, some workers 
found her and put her on a 
makeshift cot and loaded her 
into their jeep and drove 150 
miles over deep rutted roads 
to find a doctor who could 
set the broken bones. But the 
very bumpy ride damaged 
her bones so badly that her 
hip never completely healed. 
He says, “I visited my mother 
in her mud-covered hut 
several weeks after all of this 
happened. I watched as she 
took two bamboo crutches 
that she had made herself, 
and moved from one place 
to another with her feet just 
dragging behind because 
she had lost all feeling in 
them.” He says, “At age 75, 
with a broken hip, unable 
to stand on her own two 
legs, I thought that I made a 
pretty intelligent suggestion. 
I suggested that she retire.” 
He says, “She turned around 
and looked at me and said, 
‘What value is that? If we try 
to preserve this body just a 
few more years and it is not 
being used for God, of what 
value is that?’ So she kept on 
working. She kept on riding 
her donkey to villages until 
she was 93 years old... And 
she continued to tell people 
about Jesus Christ until she 
died at age 95.”

5. Caleb experienced what God 
had promised!

 He climbed the mountains 
and he defeated the giants 
– he claimed his possession. 
The name of the place Caleb 
inherited used to be called 
Kirjatharba (city of the four 
giants). Now it was named 
Hebron (seat of association 
or fellowship). Caleb refused 
to quit until he had obtained 
everything the Lord had for 
him! He refused to stop until 
he had obtained that place of 
fellowship with God.

 Where are you in your 
personal walk with the 
Lord? Have you entered into 
your victory, or are you still 
wandering around in the 
wilderness struggling day 
to day? God has a place of 
peace and power for you, but 
you must be willing to claim 
your possession. It isn’t for 
the faint-hearted, but it is for 
the faith-hearted. 

 Half-hearted Christians are 
faint-hearted Christians, and 
they never learn to conquer 
the giants in their lives.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.
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News

Abortion Of Disabled Children 
A Nazi Mentality

(CnA): in a speech to a family 
association, Pope francis again 
stressed that god’s vision of 
the family is between a man 
and a woman, and compared 
the abortion of children who 
are sick or disabled to a nazi 
mentality. “i’ve heard that it’s 
fashionable, or at least usual, 
that when in the first few 
months of pregnancy they do 
studies to see if the child is 
healthy or has something, the 
first offer is: let’s send it away,” 
the Pope said. this, he said, 
is “the murder of children… 
we do the same as the nazis 
to maintain the purity of the 
race, but with white gloves.” 
on the family, he noted that in 
modern society “one speaks 
of different types of family,” 
defining the term in different 
ways. “Yes, it’s true that family 
is an analogous word, yes one 
can also say ‘the family of 
stars,’ ‘the family of trees,’ ‘the 
family of animals,’” he said, but 
stressed that “the family in the 
image of god is only one, that of 
man and woman…marriage is a 
wonderful sacrament.”

Police Slow To Register Case

(wwn): A church in Puducherry 
was set ablaze recently, after up-
per-caste hindu neighbours had 
objected to worship services in 
the area. the pastor and mem-
bers of the Bible Presbyterian 
church left for home after con-
cluding fasting prayers. At around 
ten past midnight, he received an 
anonymous call informing him 
that the church was on fire. The 
church’s roof, made of tar sheets 
and bamboo supports, was re-
duced to ashes. Christian litera-
ture and musical instruments 
were also burned.

After ten days of persistent 
visits to police in local neravy, 
they finally lodged an FIR, citing 
section 436 of the iPC against 
‘unknown miscreants’ for torch-
ing the church. But the police (at 
first) refused to register it, the 
pastor said. he was told if there 
had to be an fiR in this case, 
there would also be a counter fiR 
against him.

Asked why the delay, Station 
House Officer said: “Even the fire 
department could not ascertain 
the cause of fire. We waited for 
their report to decide whether 
to register an fiR. As per the 
preliminary investigation, we 
suspect some unknown person, 
but the investigation is still in the 
initial stage…
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Christian Community Fears

(Firstpost): with the 2019 general 
elections around the corner, 
several in the Christian community 
feel that another tenure for 
the current government will 
legitimise crimes against them 
and other religious minorities. 
Recently, open Doors, a Christian 
mission, enlisted 50 of the most 
unsafe countries for Christians, in 
which india was ranked 11th. the 
report published by open Doors 
reads, “Because hindu radicals 
view Christians as outsiders, 
they are experiencing increased 
persecution. these radicals are 
intent on cleansing the nation 
of both islam and Christianity 
and employ violence to this end. 
Usually, converts to Christianity 
experience the worst persecution 
and are constantly under pressure 
to return to hinduism.”

the report further says, 
“Campaigns known as ghar wapsi 
(or homecoming) are used to 
get Christians to denounce their 
newfound faith. these converts 
are often physically assaulted 
and sometimes killed for refusing 
to deny Christ. the government 
continues to look away when 
religious minorities are attacked, 
indicating that violence may 
continue to increase in the coming 
years.”

Kandhamal Tenth 
Anniversary

(MI): the Catholic Church in od-
isha plans to invite all cardinals, 
archbishops and bishops of india 
to commemorate the tenth an-
niversary of the persecution of 
Christians in the Kandhamal dis-
trict of odisha. Kandhamal wit-
nessed the worst anti-Christian 
violence in modern indian his-
tory during Christmas season in 
2007 and again in the second half 
of 2008. Around 100 people lost 
their lives and more than 56000 
people were rendered homeless. 
thousands of houses and hun-
dreds of churches and Church in-
stitutions were destroyed in the 
mayhem. the prelate said at the 
commemorative Mass on August 
25 the indian Church will pay 
homage to the Kandhamal mar-
tyrs, who inspire and encourage 
Christians in the country to wit-
ness their faith at all times.

17 Detained In Raid On 
Chinese House Church

(GCN): Police raided a church 
in Sichuan province, China, 
detaining 17 Christians, including 
the pastor and his wife, prior to a 
memorial prayer session. Dozens 
of officers stormed the Early Rain 
Covenant Church in Chengdu, 
reportedly to prevent a service 
marking the anniversary of the 
tiananmen Square shootings. 
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Police said the church was not 
approved or registered and had 
no right to organise religious 
activities. Up to 200 Christians, 
including children, had been 
detained in an earlier raid at the 
church, prior a memorial for the 
10th anniversary of the Sichuan 
earthquake which killed 87600 
people. the church had been a 
centre for aid for earthquake 
victims. the church is one of the 
most prominent ‘house churches’ 
in China, with around 700 
Christians meeting in a converted 
office space each Sunday. In 
2009, the authorities attempted 
to clampdown on its services, but 
the pastor, a former human rights 
lawyer, appealed eviction charges, 
causing them to be withdrawn. 
This was the first time the church 
had been raided on the day of the 
tiananmen anniversary itself.

Bible Translator Killed In 
Cameroon

(CP): A Bible translator has been 
killed, with Christians seeing their 
houses burned down and major 
disruptions to Bible projects in 
Cameroon, which has recently 
been gripped by wide-spread vio-
lence in clashes between french 
and english-speaking popula-
tions. one local translator, named 
Anka terence, was killed by sol-
diers in the ngwo region. “there 
has been a number of people that 
have had their homes burned. 

They have had to flee into the 
bush. … the problem is the vio-
lence just seems to continue to be 
escalating with no end in sight.

Modules To Teach Constitu-
tional Values

(MI): The Office for Education 
and Culture under the Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference of india 
released a 9-page module 
to teach the Preamble of the 
indian Constitution in Church-
managed schools. “the CBCi 
Office for Education and Culture 
in fact has been directing the 
educational institutions to teach 
constitutional values to students 
all the while to foster true 
patriotism, national integration 
and love for the country,” says the 
national secretary of the office.

Five-day Jail For Unapproved 
Worship

(Forum 18): A court in the 
southern city of Karshi has 
punished four members of a 
Baptist congregation for meeting 
for worship without state 
permission. one Baptist was 
jailed for five days after pointing 
out that he and his fellow Baptists 
did not break the constitution or 
international human rights law, 
and the other three were fined 
several days’ average wages. the 
judge did not specify exactly what 
part of the law the Baptists had 
broken.
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You feel called to go to unreached places / people groups / Muslim 
nations? 
Jesus said, The harvest is plentiful but the labourers are few (Luke 10:2) 

Be My witnesses … even to the uttermost parts of the world (Acts 1:8) 

KINGDOM SCHOOL 
We TRAIN, EQUIP & SEND 

We train young mission minded men with a call and passion to reach the 
lost and help them find and fulfil their call 

Come and be equipped as soldiers in the army of God’s Kingdom! 
Join the 40 days’ of intense practical CROSS-CULTURAL MISSIONS 
Training in New Delhi to be equipped as cross-cultural missionaries and 
pioneer church planters to reach the unreached places, people groups in India 
and West Asia (7 churches in the Book of Revelation) 
TOPICS - Making disciples, Multiplication of disciples, Different methods of 
Outreach/Evangelism/Church Planting with practical exposure, How to reach out 
to Muslims, How to be led by the Spirit, Partnerships in Ministry, How to Fulfil 
God’s purpose and call in your life, How to trust in God and much more 
The training is exclusively in ENGLISH and taught by well experienced 
International and Indian teachers with rich practical experience in missions. 
The candidates should 
● be between 22-35 years and be able to communicate well in English 
● have good Bible knowledge OR Bible College qualification 
● have a passion to reach the lost with some experience in ministry 
● be willing to adopt a new culture and learn a new language if needed 
● be in good sound health for long-term ministry 
We select 12-15 candidates from churches, ministries, Bible Colleges all over 
India. Scholarship can be provided for needy candidates for the Training in 
New Delhi. 
After the training we choose some candidates to go to the unreached places / 
people groups in North India and some to go to West Asia. Candidates who are 
selected to go to West Asia will be sponsored for one year and further guidance 
will be given to continue long term in West Asia. 
Training starts from November 05 – December 15, 2018 in New Delhi. 

Contact us for the APPLICATION FORM soon! 
 

Email: ksd4nations@gmail.com  

 

Dr John Thomas 09654987351           Br. Arun              : 9072442892 

    Br. Rohit Kumar  : 8375820128      
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DIRECTOR NEEDED
foR ChRiStiAn MiSSion AgenCY

Committed to sharing the love of Christ, we offer educational 
and vocational programs, medical services, and community 
engagement in the Maharashtra and gujarat area.

JOB CRITERIA SKILLS REQUIRED

l    Strategic Planning
l     Program 

implementation
l  Oversight of the  finance 

and human resources 
activities

l  Upholding the  core 
values across the  
organization, it’s 
partners and the 
community

l     Maintaining Statutory 
Compliances

l  integrity in professional 
and personal life

l Conflict Resolution
l excellent communication 

skills in english
l working knowledge of 

Marathi
l Lead a diverse team in 

a multicultural environ-
ment

l Ability to collaborate 
with partners in USA

l Postgraduate with 7 or 
more years of experience 
in a similar position

The salary and benefits are  comparable to the best. The position 
is a five  year term with a mid term review and a possibility of an  
extension.

Please send your CV  with with a statement of purpose 
defining your motivations and plans to apply for  the  position to 

leadership.missionagency@gmail.com
by  August 31,  2018.


