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The digital version of the magazine is available as a PDF 
document, which is an exact copy of the print version. The 
document will be password protected and placed for download 
on the Light of Life web site at www.lightoflife-india.com/dm/
dm.html at the beginning of each month. 

The password will be intimated to the subscribers each month 
by e-mail. The document will be available on the site for that 
month and will be replaced by the latest issue each month.

Quite a few subscribers have switched over to the digital 
version of the magazine, and we understand that they are happy 
with the clarity and presentation of its contents. Moreover, this 
eliminates the problem of non-delivery of the magazine by the 
postal staff.

We request you to share this information with your relatives 
and friends, the youngsters in particular, and encourage them to 
subscribe for the digital version of the magazine. Thank you.

The current subscription rate is Rs.200 per year. You can 
subscribe by electronic bank transfer to Light of Life savings 
bank account No.003601021256 (IFSC Code ICIC0000036) 
in the Maratha Mandir Branch of ICICI Bank, followed by 
intimating the details by e-mail to

lightoflife1@rediffmail.com or lightoflife2777@gmail.com
Or, you can send the subscription through cheque/DD, drawn 

in favour of Light of Life Magazine, to 21 YMCA Road, 
Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400 008; but it is important that you 
send us your e-mail as well as postal address.
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YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 
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doing a Great job

i am regularly receiving your 
monthly magazine and am 

blessed while i go through it. You 
are really doing a great job to spread 
the gospel of Christ through your 
magazine. thank you so much. 
Praying for your family and team and 
your ministry work.

Ravi Chikatla, Gorsa, AP 

thanked God and prayed

the very cover image of your 
June 2017 issue stated, “the 

word of god is able to judge the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart 
and that there is nothing in creation 
that is hidden from god, everything 
in all creation is exposed and lies 
open before his eyes as account of 
ourselves” (heb.4:12), was amply 
elaborated meaningfully by almost 
all the writers, including the editor, 
to be introspected by each one of the 
Christian followers and particularly 
the servants who are chosen to be 
his disciples. in conclusion, i was 
immensely pleased and thanked god 
and prayed.

P. D. Arthur Prasad, Bangalore, 
Karnataka.

we look forward to receiving 
feedback and suggestions about 
what you see in the light of life. 

- editors



7Light of Life August 2017

Editorial

THE GRACE OF GOD

the grace of god is the 
bridge through which the 
all perfect god crosses 

over to us who are imperfect in 
every aspect of our being and 
life. it comes in not only when he 
meets with us the first time and 
enters into a relationship with us 
in our fallen condition, but also in 
every subsequent aspect of his 
dealings with us throughout our 
life. Without grace we cannot have 
any connection at all with god. 
But god’s grace opens before us 
our unlimited access into god’s 
presence and every blessing he 
has for us.

grace stands in absolute 
contrast to what we can achieve 
by our efforts; anything we may 
do to impress god with our 
goodness in order to qualify for 
acceptance from him will turn 
out to be totally futile. By grace 
god takes away what we really 
deserve, and gives us instead 
what we can never deserve. it is 

a gift that can only be received by 
empty hands through faith.

All man-made religions offer 
suggestions about how we need 
to do one thing or another in 
order to come to the place where 
we please god enough to get into 
his or her (!) good books. Whether 
it is through extraordinary feats 
of accomplishment through 
self-denial or self-infliction or 
accumulation of good deeds, it is 
all about our meeting a certain 
standard of acceptance from 
god. But the true and living god 
operates through ‘grace’, knowing 
fully well that no man can ever 
reach His level by self-effort, and 
offers acceptance freely as a gift. 
in simple terms, what he wants 
us to do is to go to him with an 
acknowledgment of our failure to 
rise to his level and our impotence 
to ever be able to do that. he tells 
us that his justice has been met 
fully in that Jesus, his son, has 
been punished in our place for all 
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our sins. he forgives and accepts 
us through ‘grace’. grace operates 
here as ‘unmerited favour from 
god’.

it seems to the natural 
human logic that ‘grace’ is so 
unreasonable because it does 
not punish the sinner, but gives 
him blessings which he does not 
deserve. This is the offence of 
the gospel to those who are wise 
according to this world. But to 
those whose spiritual eyes have 
been opened by the grace of god, 
it is clearly most logical that god 
made this way of salvation that 
causes the holiness of god to 
meet with the sinfulness of man 
when the love of god met with 
the helplessness of man.

We tend to think that if we have 
not committed any of the ‘gross’ 
sins that some others have, 
we should find it easier to get 
accepted by god. that is because 
we underestimate the infinite 
perfection of god’s holiness. 
We can get the right view if we 
understand that anything sinful 
or unholy in us, however small 
we may think it is, is enough to 
cut us off completely from God’s 
presence. in other words, there 
is no way anyone can get near to 
god except through his grace.

on the other hand, all are equally 
sinners in god’s eyes and his grace 
is able to deal with ‘gross’ sinners 
exactly in the same way as it deals 

with any other sinner. the ‘worst’ 
sinner that we can imagine can 
be accepted through grace just 
as well as anyone else. this is 
something ‘ordinary’ sinners find 
difficult to digest. They are either 
unwilling to take the position 
before god as sinners because 
they compare themselves with 
‘gross’ sinners and think they are 
not so bad, or they find it difficult 
to believe that god has accepted 
these ‘gross’ sinners and that 
all are at the same level now as 
forgiven sinners! But grace is a 
great equaliser.

those who easily recognise 
they are sinners and receive 
forgiveness freely from god are so 
thankful to god for his grace, but 
those who do not think much of 
themselves as sinners take grace 
for granted! This difference will 
show in their lives where some 
people become zealous to turn 
away from sin and to serve god 
while others live an ordinary life 
with nothing much to show for 
their conversion (2Cor.7:9-11).

it is possible that we understand 
grace only as this unmerited 
favour from god which we do 
not have to work for or can boast 
in (Eph.2:8,9). If, after finding 
acceptance from god on the 
basis of grace, we continue to 
live as we did before, relying on 
this unmerited favour to keep 
forgiving our sins, then it may 
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indicate that we have not heard 
rightly about grace at all. Many 
emphasise the fact that no effort 
of man can ever be sufficient to 
meet with the holy demand of 
god, and then extrapolate it to 
imply that therefore, after he is 
accepted by god, man does not 
need to do anything but to receive 
everything from god as gifts. that 
is where James balances the score 
by pointing out that if our faith 
does not produce a response from 
us in the way of tuning our lives 
according to the way of god, such 
a faith is not real but imaginary 
(Jas.2:14-26). in other words, if 
our conversion is genuine, it will 
change our life; our life will show 
our faith acting through grace.

our spiritual life has two types 
of need, broadly speaking, one for 
mercy from god for forgiveness 
of our sins when we fall, and 
the other for help when we are 
fighting against temptations to 
sin in all the different situations 
of life. the grace of god meets 
both needs, offering us unmerited 
mercy for our sins and also help to 
overcome when we are tempted 
(heb.4:15,16). if we understand 
salvation to mean only forgiveness 
of sins and entering into heaven 
when we die, we will miss out 
on an overcoming life which the 
grace of god can lead us into. 
But Jesus came not only to save 
us from our sins but also to give 
us abundant life (Jn.10:10), and 

for that also he gives us ‘grace to 
help’ when we face the choice of 
giving in to our desires or doing 
the will of god.

“for the grace of god has 
appeared, bringing salvation to 
all men, instructing us to deny 
ungodliness and worldly desires 
and to live sensibly, righteously 
and godly in the present age” 
(tit.2:11,12). in other words, if we 
receive grace from god, we would 
be able to live the life that god 
wants us to live, and not merely 
keep on receiving forgiveness. 
God’s grace is sufficient to meet 
all our needs as we go through the 
different challenges of life, if only 
we believe and seek it. We would 
be foolish to accept a lower level 
of life because of disobedience or 
unbelief (heb.3:18,19).

one proof of our receiving the 
grace of god is our inclination 
to show grace to the others 
around us. if we truly realise and 
recognise that every blessing 
from god is undeserved from our 
side, we begin to treat others not 
on the basis of what they deserve 
but how god has treated us. one 
aspect of this is in ‘accepting’ 
others with all their flaws and 
peculiarities just as the Lord 
has accepted us (Rom.15:5-7). 
A greater challenge, perhaps, 
is to forgive those who have 
hurt us, as god’s word tells us, 
just as Christ has forgiven us 
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Jacob Ninan

(Eph.4:32;Col.3:13). We may 
think they do not deserve it, and 
we are right in that! But it is when 
we remember that we too were 
forgiven as a gift of god’s mercy 
and not because we deserved it, 
things move into a completely new 
paradigm. this becomes a test of 
our own forgiveness. if, after we 
receive forgiveness freely from 
god as a gift, we refuse to forgive 
others in the same fashion, god 
warns us that we could lose our 
own forgiveness (Matt.18:23-35). 
our refusal will show that we have 
not been able to acknowledge our 
own undeserving position before 
god. We may have got among 
God’s flock by climbing over the 

wall rather than through the 
Door.

the grace of god is truly 
amazing. the more we see it, the 
more amazing it becomes. that 
will be one of our pleasures in 
heaven to understand how truly 
great his grace has been towards 
us. “in the ages to come he might 
show the surpassing riches of his 
grace in kindness toward us in 
Christ Jesus” (eph.2:7).

Quotable Quotes
grace means undeserved kindness. it is the gift of god to man the moment 
he sees he is unworthy of god’s favour. 

- Dwight L. Moody

grace is but glory begun, and glory is but grace perfected.
- Jonathan Edwards

Christians do not practically remember that while we are saved by grace, 
altogether by grace, so that in the matter of salvation works are altogether 
excluded; yet that so far as the rewards of grace are concerned, in the world 
to come, there is an intimate connection between the life of the Christian 
here and the enjoyment and the glory in the day of Christ’s appearing.

- George Mueller

Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring repentance, 
baptism without church discipline, communion without confession, 
absolution without personal confession. Cheap grace is grace without 
discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ.

- Dietrich Bonhoeffer
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THE SWEET PSALMIST  
OF ISRAEL

the psalms of david are great because of their  
contents and meaning.

i f anyone will ask me, “What 
is the greatest legacy of 
King David to mankind?” 

i will unhesitatingly say that it 
is his psalms. in his life he had 
many roles to play. first, he was 
a shepherd boy, tending his 
father’s sheep. from there god 
called him and made him great 
in many ways. he became a 
great warrior. he conquered and 
subjugated all his enemies. Not 
only did he become king over all 
israel, but extended his territory 
far and wide. he was the greatest 
king in israel with whom all his 
successors are compared. Yet, at 
the end of his life’s journey while 
recording his last words, he is 
described as ‘the sweet psalmist 
of israel’ (2sam.23:1).

he was not only adept at 
composing and singing songs and 
psalms, but also skilled in playing 
musical instruments. When King 
saul was ill disposed, David was 
employed to play music to ease 
the king’s bad moods. it can be 
presumed that his singing was 
always accompanied with the 

K. P. LuKE VyDHIAN playing of musical instruments. 
As king of israel, he was 
instrumental in collecting a large 
choir of singers, almost four 
thousand in number, to lead the 
corporate worship in israel.

however, the psalms and songs 
of David were not only great for 
its music, melody or rhythm, but 
far greater was the worth of their 
contents and meaning. David’s 
psalms define his relations 
with his maker. they describe 
his total dependence on god. 
god is not only his maker and 
provider, but also an ever present 
refuge, a rock where he can hide 
from all dangers and enemies. 
David’s psalms also reveal god’s 
attributes and character more 
clearly than any other writings in 
the Bible, not through surmises 
and deductions, but through 
direct revelations.

King David was not known as 
a prophet. But a study of some of 
his psalms leaves us in no doubt 
about his prophetic gifts. take 
Psalm 22, for example. David viv-
idly sketches out the acute agony 
that Jesus underwent centuries 
later. some of these verses are 
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An Ideal place for Retreats / 
Family Holidays @ Mysore outskirts

ASHIRVAD  REVIVAL CENTRE
(the Christian Retreat Centre)

at the banks of cauvery river, Beside new  amblee holiday 
resorts, sriranGapattna, on Bangalore–mysore highway, 
just 12 kms. before Mysore city

ashirvad revival centre is God-inspired christian retreat 
centre, an ideal place for church RETREATS, SEMINARS, CAMPS, 
TRAININGS and family Gatherings. the place is very pleasant 
and relaxing as it is planted amidst nature’s lush green and 
beside the gently flowing Cauvery River.

facilities available:

• Multipurpose hall to accommodate up to 100 persons.            
• Luxuriously furnished Rooms & Dormitories for accommo-

dation up to 75 people (Can be extended to 100 people with 
extra beds.)

• Delicious homemade  Veg/ Non Veg food at moderate rates.
• Place for Children Playing area & provision for bonfire.

churches, christian organisations, schools and families may 
make use of the centre for spiritually rejuvenating experience, 
at reasonable price. we will customise special packages for 
you.

note:   
Advance booking for  group of 25 and above only.   

families can contact us one week  in advance.

please contact us: 
Mobile Nos : 9731055113/9449850755  

email id : sundarmalagi@gmail.com
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worth quoting here. “they divide 
my garments among them and 
for my clothing they cast lots” 
(v.18), describing literally what 
happened at the crucifixion; in 
it is said, “All those who see me 
ridicule me, they shake their head 
saying, ‘he trusted in the Lord, let 
him deliver him”’(vv.7,8). is it not 
how the mob who gathered at 
golgotha, led by the high priests, 
mocked Jesus when he was in ag-
ony? “My strength is dried up like 
a potsherd and my tongue clings 
to my jaws’ (v.15). is it not the ex-
act situation that made Jesus cry 
out from the cross, “i thirst”?

We know, from the Bible, that 
David by himself did not face 
such a situation as described in 
Psalm 22. it is therefore a sure 
prophecy of what the son of 
god was to go through in order 
to save mankind from their sins, 
enacting the father’s great plan 
for the redemption of mankind, 
otherwise doomed because of 
their sins. Jesus knew very well 
that the psalm was a prophecy 
about him. that is why, at the 
height of his agony, when he felt 
the acute bitterness of separation 
from his father, he quoted the 
first verse of the psalm, and cried 
out “My god, My god, why have 
You forsaken Me?”

David, no doubt, was a successful 
warrior who conquered his 
enemies. he was also a king 

over israel who could be taken 
as a model for his successors. 
But historians can point out 
greater conquerors than David 
from world history. they can 
also point out greater kings and 
emperors who ruled their people 
with greater wisdom and benign 
concern for their welfare. But who 
can match David on the devotion 
he displays to god through his 
psalms? No wonder, god called 
him a man after his own heart. 
May the same god enable us to 
benefit from David’s wonderful 
psalms!

K. P. Luke Vydhian  
retired as General Manager, 

Telecom, Karnataka, and 
lives in Bangalore.

REQUIRED
Committed believers with  

dedication for service to God, 
 Willing to serve in different  

parts of North India

As PASTORS,  
YOUTH PASTORS CUM  

WORSHIP LEADERS  
PRINCIPAL 

 HEAD MASTER/MISTRESS, 
TEACHERS  

MINISTRY LEADERS CUM  
ACCOUNTS ASSISTANTS

Interested candidates may send in 
their detailed  Resumes to:  
teamnioffice@gmail.com  
or call (0) 957 513 8298
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@ Delhi - August 9-11, 2017 (Three Day Seminar)
topics
• Formation and Management of 

Organisation
• Income Tax Act as applicable to 

voluntary organizations.
• Foreign Contribution Regulation 

Act 2010.
• The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 

2013
• Labour Law and Employee 

welfare policy
• Property Management
• Right to Education (RTE)
• Minority and Religious Rights
• Indigenous Resource Mobilisation

resource persons
adv. B d das  

(supreme Court 
Advocate) 

ca joselyn martins 
(JA Martins & Co)
mr anand joshua  

executive Director, CiM) 
mr t shankar suresh 

(training Coordinator, 
CiM)

registration fee:  `2500

Venue: 
navjivan renewal centre 

4-Raj Niwas Marg, 
st. Xavier’s school Campus, 

Delhi – 110 054

local coordinators: 
mr Blessan abraham - 

9941656400 
mr j B suna - 
9711053480

@  Mangalore - August 23-24, 2017
topics
• Income Tax Act as applicable to 

voluntary organizations.
• Foreign Contribution Regulation 

Act 2010.
• The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 

2013
• Labour Law and Employee 

welfare policy
• Property Management
• Resource Person

resource persons
mr. B d das  

(supreme Court 
Advocate) 

mrs manju George 
(Chartered Accountant)
mr. t shankar suresh

registration fee:   `2500

pastoral institute  
Diocese of Mangalore, 

shanthi Kiran, Bajjodi P.o. 
Mangalore - 575005

local coordinator: 
Rev. fr. Maxim Rosario 

Ph: 09448325752

Fee covers cost of Seminar Materials, Lunch and Tea 
Registration fee of `1000 to be paid in advance for each seminar. 
Balance to be paid at the venue.

Please send the Registration fee by demand draft or at par cheque 
favouring

“christian institute of manaGement”, payable at Chennai.

(Net transfer facility available on request)

director – training, cim  
No. 1405,  

4th street, golden Colony, 
Anna Nagar West extn., 

Chennai 600050 
044-26251530-33 | 

9445922745| 
training@cimindia.in

MANAGEMENT SEMINAR for

Charitable and Religious 
Organisations
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FELLOWSHIP OF  
CHRISTIANS - PART 1

we have the same spirit and live our lives following jesus.

KuRuVILLA CHANDy

A regular church goer 
suddenly stopped 
attending services. After 

a few weeks, the pastor decided 
to visit him. since it was chilly, 
the man invited the pastor to 
join him at the fireplace. Both sat 
in awkward silence as neither 
wanted to start discussing the 
man’s absence from church. they 
sat staring into the fire watching 
the dancing flames. After a while, 
the pastor took the tongs near the 
fireplace, and carefully picked up 
a burning ember, and placed it by 
itself to one side of the hearth. in 
silence they watched the ember, 
growing dim and finally dying 
out. then the pastor picked up 
the cold, dead ember and placed 
it back in the middle of the fire. 
soon it began to burn once more 
with the warmth of the burning 
coals around it. the man told 
the pastor, “okay pastor, i got the 
message. i’ll be in church next 
sunday.”

some people think that to be a 
Christian all that is needed is to 
enter into a personal relationship 
with Jesus and maintain an active 

devotional life of reading the Bible 
and praying. they don’t think 
that being part of a fellowship 
of believers is important. they 
go so far as to say that they can 
be better Christians if they didn’t 
have to deal with other Christians 
and churches. however, our Lord 
prayed for his followers to be one 
(Jn.17:11,21-22). Being together 
surely has something to do with 
being one. it’s plain logic, that if 
we never get together as one, we 
can’t be one.

Moreover, the word of god has 
given us a command to not neglect 
getting together: “You should 
not stay away from the church 
meetings, as some are doing, but 
you should meet together and 
encourage each other. Do this even 
more as you see the day coming” 
(Heb.10:25NCV). Unfortunately, 
most english translations mute 
the force of this command, by 
rendering it as, “Let us not neglect 
meeting…” or something similar.
that wording does not give any 
idea that it is a straightforward 
command.

What constitutes Christian 
fellowship? in our day, when 
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Christians talk about getting 
together for fellowship, they are 
talking of having coffee together 
or just spending time in one 
another’s company. to give it a 
Christian flavour, they may throw 
in studying the Bible and praying 
together, but the emphasis is on 
just being together. it’s Christian 
fellowship simply because the 
people who are spending time 
together are Christians!

A study of Paul’s 
usage of the word 
‘fellowship’ (greek 
koinonia) in his letter 
to the Philippians 
would give a better 
understanding of what 
fellowship really is.

Koinonia in the Gospel

“in all my prayers for all of you, 
i always pray with joy because of 
your partnership in the gospel 
from the first day until now” 
(Php.1:4-5).

fellowship that is Christian 
has a kingdom-purpose. We 
have the gospel (good news) to 
share and we need to encourage 
and aid one another in fulfilling 
the purpose for which Christ 
Jesus has redeemed us. it is true 
that god saves us for ourselves 
because he loves us. But it is also 
true that he does not save us to 
be as worthless as we were before 
his act of saving us. he gives us 

worth and honour and makes us 
his co-workers. Jesus said to his 
followers, “As the father has sent 
me, so send i you” (Jn.20:21). “go, 
make disciples…” (Mt.28:19). if 
we didn’t have such a purpose, we 
could live selfishly for ourselves. 
But the Christian is a follower of 
Christ, and has been charged with 
a purpose beyond the desires of 
the self. We live for Christ and we 
live to make him known.

in his day, Paul said 
that he had kindred 
feelings for his readers 
because he knew 
them as those who 
“share in god’s grace” 
with him whether 
he was “in chains or 

defending and confirming the 
gospel” (Php.1:7). the Philippian 
Christians didn’t care if identifying 
with a prisoner placed them at 
risk. it would appear that the 
Jewish authorities had tried to 
accuse Paul of sedition as one 
who proclaimed another lord 
than the emperor, and advocated 
serving another kingdom than the 
Roman empire (Acts25:8), and 
since the matter was referred to 
the emperor for decision, he was 
still a suspect. therefore, those 
seen visiting a political prisoner 
would have come to the notice of 
the guards. But to the Philippians, 
the possibility of being suspected, 
harassed and victimised didn’t 
count. All that mattered was 

The Christian is a 
follower of Christ, and 
has been charged with 
a purpose beyond the 

desires of the self.
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that they had to share god’s 
grace with a brother in prison in 
keeping with the Lord’s teaching 
(Matt.25:34-36).

Paul, in turn, encouraged his 
friends. he told them that what had 
happened to him “actually served 
to advance the gospel” (v.12). he 
was seizing the opportunity to 
‘preach’ to his captive audience. 
As the soldiers could not leave 
Paul unguarded at any time, they 
could not escape from the sound 
of the gospel. he 
kept on telling every 
guard the reason he 
was a prisoner and 
so the news spread 
that the prisoner 
they were guarding 
was not a criminal, but one who 
was propagating the gospel of a 
man called Jesus. Knowing Paul, 
he would have told them his 
conversion story of encountering 
the crucified Jesus alive.

Paul observed that his own 
imprisonment was providing 
inspiration and impetus to others 
preaching the gospel. if a man in 
prison dares to preach, it would 
shame others not to preach in 
spite of having no restraints 
(vv.14,17).

the apostle noted that there 
were those who were preaching 
Christ only in rivalry and fulfilling 
their selfish agenda (vv.15,16).
Paul didn’t care if they were 

making money out of preaching 
the gospel. ultimately, even such 
people were promoting the cause 
of Christ (v.18); later, he does 
disapprove of those who preach 
for selfish gain (3:18,19).

Paul said, “Whatever happens, 
conduct yourselves in a manner 
worthy of the gospel of Christ… 
i will know that you stand 
firm in the one Spirit, striving 
together as one for the faith 
of the gospel” (v.27). The first 

aspect of fellowship is 
that it is all about the 
gospel, and we have 
to contend together 
in unity for the sake 
of the gospel our Lord 
has entrusted to us.

koinonia In/With/Of The Spirit

“therefore, if there is any 
encouragement in Christ, any 
comfort provided by love, any 
fellowship in the spirit, any 
affection or mercy, complete my 
joy and be of the same mind, 
by having the same love, being 
united in spirit, and having 
one purpose. instead of being 
motivated by selfish ambition 
or vanity, each of you should, in 
humility, be moved to treat one 
another as more important than 
yourself. each of you should 
be concerned not only about 
your own interests, but about 
the interests of others as well”  
(2:1-4, Net).

We have to contend 
together in unity for 

the sake of the gospel 
our Lord has entrusted 

to us.
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What does it mean to have 
fellowship in the spirit? if we want 
to understand what Paul said 
here, we should first understand 
the context of the letter to the 
Philippian church itself. he didn’t 
say a thing about the power and 
the gifts of the spirit.

When most people think of 
the spirit, they jump to thinking 
about power and gifts of the 
spirit. there is, of course, a token 
acknowledgement that the fruit 
of the spirit is more important, 
but then we tend to concentrate 
on the first two. Most 
Christians think 
of themselves and 
everyone else among 
Christians as having 
the fruit of the spirit 
– love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control – in lesser 
or greater measure, and, of course, 
they admit that there’s a need to 
increase the fruit. however, the 
power and the gifts of the spirit 
are not so common, and so there’s 
a longing to have them. there’s no 
similar longing when considering 
the fruit of the spirit.

What then does fellowship 
in the spirit involve if we are 
not to think of power and gifts? 
the operative part of what Paul 
wrote to the Philippians can be 
summarised as saying that we 

ought to maintain Christian unity 
(be of the same mind, by having 
the same love, being united in 
spirit, and having one purpose) 
and care for one another. instead 
of being motivated by selfish 
ambition or vanity, each of us 
should, in humility, be moved 
to treat one another as more 
important than ourselves. each 
of us should be concerned not 
only about our own interests, but 
about the interests of others as 
well. he went on to say that this 
requires that we have the ‘mind 

of Christ’—be like 
Jesus in one particular 
way.

the Lord emptied 
himself of divine 
powers to become 
human. he humbled 
himself (vv.5-8). Jesus 
described himself as 

meek and said that those who 
followed him should learn to be 
like him (Matt.11:29). fellowship 
in the spirit means that we 
manifest by our lives that we have 
the same spirit that was in Christ 
Jesus and live our lives following 
in his steps.

(to be continued)
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miraculous gifts may not be 
present in a church. In such 
a situation, James said that 
anyone who is sick is to ask the 
elders of the church to anoint 
him or her and pray for healing, 
and the promise of God is that 
healing will come in answer to 
the prayer of faith (5:13-15). We 
need to have more faith about 
this promise and put it into 
practice among us.

We are indeed living in better 
days. If we were living in the 
time when Jesus was on the 
earth, we would have found 
Jesus “sent only to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel” 
(Matt.15:24). Or, like Martha and 

Mary discovered that just when 
someone was sick unto death, 
Jesus was not there (Jn.11:1-
44). We have the Holy Spirit in 
us and the Holy Spirit is more 
powerful than the spirits that 
inhabit the world (1Jn.4:4). The 
Holy Spirit will empower us 
to glorify Jesus, but we need to 
stop treating Him like a ghost. 
We have to stop ignoring Him. 
We need to let Him have His 
way with us in our lives and in 
our churches. 
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Fellowship in the 
Spirit means that we 
manifest by our lives 

that we have the same 
Spirit that was in Christ 
Jesus and live our lives 
following in His steps.
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jews under harassment

As Jesus started his ministry, 
he went through the towns and 
villages of Judea teaching in 
their synagogues, preaching the 
good news of the kingdom of 
god and healing every disease 
and sickness. When he saw the 
crowds thronging to see him, 
he had compassion on them 
because they were “harassed and 
helpless”(Matt.9:36). this is how 
Jesus viewed the condition of the 
people of his time, the common 
man, mostly Jews. the question 
arises, who harassed these 
Jews and why? if we analyse the 
political and religious system 
which was in operation at the time 
of Jesus, we can understand what 
Jesus meant by this comment.

Politically, the Jews were under 
the Roman rule after Palestine 
was conquered by Rome under 
Pompey in BC 63. Antipater, the 
idumean, was appointed ruler of 
Judea. he was succeeded by his 
son, herod the great, who ruled 
from BC 37 to AD 3. he favoured 
the Jews, and renovated the 
temple with splendour around BC 
20. the New testament history 

HARASSED AND HELPLESS
drawing your strength from jesus christ is the way to 

overcome.

J. FREDRIC DAWSON starts with a reference to his rule 
in Matthew chapter 2. By this 
time, Caesar Augustus had taken 
over as the Roman emperor when 
Jesus was born (Lk.2:1-6). thus, 
the Roman rulers had effective 
political control over Palestine 
during the time of Jesus. the 
representatives of the Roman 
rulers were happy, so long as 
the people paid their taxes to 
Rome (Caesar) and they were 
kept away from rebelling against 
Rome. While they ruthlessly 
collected the taxes with the help 
of tax collectors, they achieved 
the latter with the help of the 
religious authorities by keeping 
them in good humour. thus, the 
Jewish religious leaders led by 
the high Priests, scribes, rabbis, 
Pharisees and sadducees and 
supported by the Jewish council 
sanhedrin enjoyed enormous 
clout with the Roman rulers.

these religious leaders no 
doubt had a zeal for God; but 
their zeal was only superficial 
and mostly related to the external 
observance of the Mosaic Law 
and all the regulations. According 
to these regulations, the number 
of animals and birds required 
for the various sacrifices was 
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colossal. Not all the people had 
their own flock from which to get 
the animals for sacrifice. Further, 
people from everywhere came to 
Jerusalem to offer sacrifices and 
they could not be expected to 
bring animals from their places. 
thus, in due course, the buying 
and selling of a large number 
of animals around the temple 
became a roaring business. the 
priests had to certify the quality 
of the animals for which the 
specifications were rigid. Thus, 
a system of the temple having 
its own cattle and 
birds for sacrifice was 
evolved, wherein the 
trading involved was 
mostly controlled by 
the priestly class. An 
enormous amount of 
business gradually 
developed under 
the patronage of the 
priests in charge. 
the main benefactors were the 
high priests and other religious 
leaders. this was the corrupt and 
wicked environment of religious 
mismanagement into which 
Jesus walked in as he started 
his ministry. Caught between 
tyrannical political masters and 
corrupt and hypocritical religious 
authorities, the common man, 
the Jew, was really harassed and 
helpless. 

Jesus came into this world for a 
very specific purpose, which the 

Jews could not comprehend till 
a few days after the experience 
of Pentecost by his disciples. he 
came into the world to seek and 
save sinners (Lk.19:10;9:56; 
Matt.18:11;1Tim.1:15) and to give 
them eternal life (Jn.3:16;5:24). 
he also established the kingdom of 
god and enunciated its principles 
which not only called for a much 
higher level of purity in this life, 
but also the promise of hope for 
the future beyond this life.

he was born as a Jew in 
Palestine. god had revealed to his 

people from time to 
time through various 
prophets that he 
would send his son, 
Jesus, into this world 
and the Jews were 
therefore waiting for 
his arrival. As they 
were under the foreign 
rule of the Romans, 
the common Jews had 

expected that Jesus would come 
as the Messiah, conquer their 
rulers and restore the kingdom to 
Israel (Lk.24:21;2:18). They could 
not comprehend the specific 
purpose of his mission referred 
above, but were overawed by the 
authority with which he spoke 
and the miracles he did which 
convinced them that he was the 
Messiah to redeem them. they 
were waiting patiently for this 
to happen. When Jesus rode into 
Jerusalem on the colt a few days 

Jesus established 
the kingdom of God 
and enunciated its 

principles which not 
only called for a much 
higher level of purity 

in this life, but also the 
promise of hope for the 
future beyond this life.
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before his death, they thought 
that the moment had come and 
so a large crowd of common Jews 
followed him shouting hosanna. 
however, they were bewildered 
and dismayed when Jesus was 
arrested. though they must have 
felt a ray of hope when they heard 
about the resurrection of Jesus, 
their hope was short-lived after 
they found Jesus ascending to 
heaven. in due course they were 
reconciled to the fact that they 
would have to continue under the 
tyranny of the Roman 
rulers and corrupt 
religious Jewish 
leaders. But, after 
receiving the power 
of the holy spirit on 
the day of Pentecost, 
the disciples Peter 
and John were boldly 
preaching about Jesus 
Christ and doing 
miracles and many 
Jews were converted to the new 
way proclaimed by them. seeing 
their joyful and powerful lives, 
many of these ‘harassed and 
helpless’ Jews must have accepted 
Jesus Christ and became part of 
the jubilant group of the new way.
thus, Jesus Christ in their lives 
made all the difference for these 
harassed and helpless people.

christians under harassment

in the current political and 
religious environment in which 

we are living, do you, as a child of 
the living god, feel ‘harassed and 
helpless’? the secular nature of 
the constitution of the country is 
being subverted to deny freedom 
of religion to you. in the name of 
nationalism, you are asked to do 
many things which are against 
the word of god which you follow. 
fringe elements in the society 
forcefully impose their will on 
you and any resistance is met 
with violence, making helpless 
the law and order machinery 

of the state. Cases of 
physical attack on the 
people worshipping 
in the churches and 
vandalising properties 
and religious 
literature therein are 
on the increase. take 
heart, dear child of 
god, Jesus has given 
us such a freedom of 
worship anywhere 

and in any situation that you 
can kneel down on the broken-
down debris of the church and 
worship and praise him and 
pray for those who persecute 
you. Nobody can take away this 
freedom from you.

on the religious front, what is 
happening in various churches  
and their organisations, irrespec-
tive of their denomination, is 
definitely bound to make a child 
of god feel harassed and help-
less. Materialism has become all 

Jesus has given us such 
a freedom of worship 
anywhere and in any 
situation that you can 

kneel down on the 
broken-down debris 
of the church and 

worship and praise 
Him and pray for those 

who persecute you.
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pervasive in the church these 
days with the result that people 
worship their wealth and lead 
lifestyles completely inconsistent 
with the word of god. they wor-
ship god with their lips, but their 
hearts are always on their riches. 
Corrupt and unethical practices 
and misappropriation of church 
funds by both the clergy and the 
laity have become very common. 
Large amounts of money are rou-
tinely exchanged in the election 
of bishops and other office bear-
ers in the churches. Amassing of   
money by the mismanagement of 
the huge properties of the churches 
and embezzlement of the funds 
have become rampant and many 
court cases involving bishops, 
pastors and committee members 
in charge are not uncommon 
these days. Recently, the national 
Company Law tribunal of india 
had removed all the directors, 
mostly the clergy and office-bear-
ers managing the properties of 
the churches, schools, hospitals, 
etc., of one of the largest protes-
tant groups in south india and 
installed a retired judge to look 

after it, in an interim order, dis-
mantling the power structure of 
the church administration, ridden 
with alleged charges of fraud and 
misappropriation of funds run-
ning to several crores of rupees.

As a true child of god, you need 
not feel suffocated, harassed and 
helpless in such a foul political 
and religious environment. Jesus 
Christ is your strength, shield 
and anchor. god has kept a few 
who are committed and faithful 
to him in every church congre-
gation. in fellowship with them, 
you can lead a pure, holy, fruitful 
and joyful life with a bright hope 
for the future after this life. Paul 
exhorts us thus, “Do everything 
without complaining or arguing, 
so that you may become blame-
less and pure, children of god 
without fault in a crooked and de-
praved generation in which you 
shine like stars in the universe” 
(Php.2:14,15).
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the Lord Jesus, while he 
was on this earth with 
his disciples, prepared 

them to face persecution in the 
days to come. he told them, 
“Remember the word that i said to 
you, ‘A servant is not greater than 
his master.’ if they persecuted 
Me, they will also persecute you 
...These things I have spoken to 
you that you should not be made 
to stumble. they will put you out 
of the synagogues; yes, the time 
is coming that whoever kills 
you will think that he offers God 
service. And these things they 
will do to you because they have 
not known the father nor Me. But 
these things i have told you, 
that when the time comes, you 
may remember that i told you of 
them”(Jn.15:18-20;16:1-4). That 
is why ten of his twelve disciples 
were able to die as martyrs, after 
Jesus ascended to heaven, leaving 
them on this earth. Jesus who is 
alive forevermore and has the 
keys of death and hades foretold 
that the church in smyrna would 
face persecution and encouraged 

HOW TO GET READy TO 
FACE PERSECuTION?

we need to be patient and strong in faith even in the midst of 
persecution.

them not to fear and also promised 
that they would be rewarded with 
the crown of life if they remain 
faithful (Rev.1:18;2:8-10).

the apostle Paul warned the 
new believers in thessalonica 
that they would suffer for their 
Christian faith. that is why they 
were able to be patient and 
strong in faith even in the midst 
of persecution. in fact, “We told 
you before when we were with you 
that we would suffer tribulation, 
just as it happened, and you 
know... We are bound to thank 
god always for you, brethren, as 
it is fitting, because your faith 
grows exceedingly, and the love 
of every one of you all abounds 
toward each other, so that we 
ourselves boast of you among the 
churches of god for your patience 
and faith in all your persecutions 
and tribulations that you endure” 
(1Thes.3:4;2Thes.1:3,4).

why are we, christians, 
persecuted?

1.  as we are not of this world 
and chosen by lord jesus 
christ out of the world, this 

A. A. S. JEBAVEERAN
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world will hate us (Jn.15:19). in 
John Bunyan’s classic, Pilgrim’s 
Progress, faithful, who was burnt 
to death while passing through 
the ‘Vanity Fair’, reached Heaven 
even before Christian.
2. to test the genuineness our 
precious christian faith, as the 
apostle Peter writes to the perse-
cuted Christians (1Pet.1:6,7).
3. as we don’t join our former 
friends in the wicked things 
they do, after we repent and 
become god’s children, they are 
surprised and may persecute us 
(1Pet.4:3,4).
4. when sources of income are 
destroyed when people become 
christians, Christian workers are 
persecuted (Acts16:16-24;19:23-
28).
5. we are called to suffer for 
our christian faith. (1Pet.2:19-
21;4:12,13; Php.1:29).
6. Because of jealousy and ha-
tred for sound doctrine, nomi-
nal Christians persecute and also 
instigate influential and rich peo-
ple to persecute those who lead 
people to biblical truth. so called 
‘Christians’ burnt John huss and 
William tyndale to death and im-
prisoned John Bunyan for preach-
ing the truth (Acts13:42-50).
Biblical tips to prepare to 
face persecution

1. Love the Lord Jesus more 
than any person in this world, 

including yourself,  so as to be 
His disciple and ready to suffer 
for him (Lk.14:26, 27). When we 
love our saviour, we will joyfully 
face any persecution like Paul, for 
Christ’s sake (2Cor.12:10).
2. have a balanced and sound 
biblical theology. Jesus did not 
‘entice’ people to follow him. he 
plainly told them that, if anybody 
wanted to follow him, he should 
be willing to suffer for His sake 
(Matt.5:10-12).  it is a fact that no 
Christian is immune to suffering in 
this world (2Tim.3:12;1Pet.5:9).
3. Be wise. Jesus told his 
disciples to be wise as serpents  
and innocent as doves (Matt. 
10:16). the history of the early 
church has recorded that the 
apostles were neither robbers of 
temples nor blasphemers of any 
deity. the apostle Peter exhorts 
Christians, “Let none of you 
suffer as a murderer, a thief, an 
evildoer, or as a busybody in other 
people’s matters” (Acts19:37). if 
at all anyone tries to accuse us, it 
should be only about our Christian 
faith (1Pet.4:15), just like Daniel 
(Dan.6:5). Dear Christians, are 
you like Daniel in your work 
place? if god guides you, don’t 
hesitate to go underground like 
Peter did once (Acts12:17b).
4. memorise Bible verses so as 
to face any persecution boldly. 
the Bible says, “stand therefore, 
having girded your waist with 
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truth” (eph.6:14). the word of 
god is the truth. We are to be 
fastened on the word. Let it be 
our strength. We should store 
scriptures on the tablet of our 
hearts. if the Bible is ever taken 
from us, these scriptures will 
be of great comfort, blessing 
and strength if we go through 
discouragement, depression or 
hopelessness. We should also 
compose and popularise songs 
based on verses that empower to 
face persecution.
5. keep in mind that as citizens 
of heaven the suffering we 
undergo as christians on this 
earth is temporary and it will 
soon pass away. god by his mercy 
has saved us to an inheritance, 
incorruptible and undefiled, that 
is reserved in heaven. the apostle 
Paul joyfully bore sufferings and 
imprisonment for Christ, and 
exhorted the believers (from the 
prison) to rejoice in the Lord 
always. is it not true that “this 
light momentary affliction is 
preparing for us an eternal weight 
of glory beyond all comparison” 
(Jn.14:2,3;Php.3:20;1Pet.1:3, 
4;2Cor.4:17)?
6. Know the value of a 
single soul and engage in 
personal evangelism which 
no one can stop. Also, involve 
in missions so as to reach the 
unreached people. Let us fill 
unevangelised neighbourhoods 

with the teachings of our Lord  
Jesus Christ by distributing the 
word of god. Let us not forget that 
when the early church failed to 
fulfil the purpose of being filled by 
the holy spirit, i.e., spreading the 
gospel, god allowed persecution 
so that they could be scattered 
everywhere to share the gospel 
( M a t t . 1 6 : 2 6 ; A c t s 1 6 : 2 5 - 3 4 ; 
Php.4:22;Acts5:28;1:8;8:1-4).
7. never give up! Jesus has 
instructed, “You will be hated by 
all for My name’s sake. But he who 
endures to the end will be saved.” 
Know the fact that there was also 
a cluster of heroes of faith who 
were “tortured, refusing to accept 
release ... Others suffered mocking 
and flogging, and even chains and 
imprisonment. they were stoned, 
they were sawn in two, they were 
killed with the sword. they went 
about in skins of sheep and goats, 
destitute, afflicted, mistreated – of 
whom the world was not worthy.” 
Read and share the biographies of 
martyrs (such as graham staines, 
Jim elliot, Polycarp, etc., and those 
who under went persecution 
such as Richard Wurmbrand 
and Brother Yun in churches 
and Sunday schools (Mt.10:22; 
Heb.11:35-38;Acts7). Read Fox’s 
book of Martyrs, Tortured for 
Christ, The Heavenly Man.
8. emulate our lord jesus 
christ; He never answered back 
when insulted; when He suffered 
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He did not threaten to get even; 
he left his case in the hands of 
god who always judges fairly. so 
also, we have to love our enemies, 
bless those who curse us, do good 
to those who hate us, and pray for 
those who spitefully use us and 
persecute us, that we may be sons 
of our heavenly father. Like Jesus 
and the first martyr, Stephen, we 
have to pray for the forgiveness 
and salvation of those who 
hate and hurt us (1Pet.2:21,23;  
Mt.5:44,45;Lk.23:34; Acts7:59, 
60).
9. Keep abreast of the news 
about the persecution of 
christians and pray for our 
suffering brothers and sisters. 
1 Corinthians 12:26 tells us, that 
we are one body – when one 
member suffers, we all suffer. The 
persecuted church needs us to lift 
them up in prayer. Pray like the 
early church, to grant boldness 
(power of the holy spirit) to all 
god’s people and to do miracles 
and healings through the name 
of Jesus Christ (Acts4:24-31). 
Websites:persecution.org, Voice of 
the martyrs, Open doors, Back to 
Jerusalem.

10. train up people to lead 
god’s flock. the body of Christ 
should not suffer lack of shepherds 
when god’s enemies take away 
spiritual leaders. encourage 
house churches so as to feed 
God’s flock in small groups and to 

train up many leaders (Mt.26:31; 
2tim.2:2). house churches play 
a very significant role for the 
multiplication of Christians in 
China and other countries, even 
during persecution.
our aim should be to evangelise 
the world, not to Christianise the 
world. Jesus said, “this gospel of 
the kingdom will be preached in 
all the world as a witness to all 
the nations, and then the end will 
come” (Matt.24:14). Let us make 
use of every opportunity to share 
the gospel whether we enjoy 
freedom or face persecution.
our goal should be to glorify 
god through prayer, through the 
sharing of his truth and to make 
an impact in all aspects of life and 
all areas of society by being the 
‘salt and light’.
Remember that our Lord is with 
us even while we go through suf-
ferings for his sake and so fear not. 
the son of god who was with shad-
rach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
while they were in the midst of 
the burning fiery furnace, will 
also be with us (Dan.3). Make use 
of the opportunities to share the 
Gospel while you face officials 
and authorities. Jesus has told 
us not to worry about how or 
what we should speak because 
the holy spirit will speak at such 
times (Matt.10:18-20). Jesus said 
to his disciples, “My friends, do 
not be afraid of those who kill the 
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body, and after that have no more 
that they can do. But i will warn 
you whom to fear: fear the one 
(god) after he has killed has au-
thority to cast into hell; yes, I tell 
you, fear him! (Lk.12:4,5).

Let us triumphantly proclaim 
with the apostle Paul, “Who 
shall separate us from the love 
of Christ? shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or danger, 
or sword?… No, in all these things 
we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. for 
i am sure that neither death nor 
life … will be able to separate us 
from the love of god in Christ 
Jesus our Lord” (Rom.8:35-39).

Dearly beloved, let us look for-
ward to the return of our King 
of kings, the Lord Jesus Christ in 
whose name every knee should 
bow, and every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of god the father 
(2Thes.1:6; Php.2:10,11). We are 
on the winning side. Amen! Al-
leluia!

‘to be prepared is half the 
victory’
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noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 
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WAy FORWARD FOR 
CHRISTIAN NGOS

we need to clean up our own house before blaming others.

in the wake of the recent 
happenings in india, as 
an affected professional, 

i would like to articulate my 
thoughts in an objective way to 
help others who are struggling 
with the same issue. We need to 
accept the reality that our geo-
political situation has changed 
drastically in the past few years 
and this is likely to stay or even 
become stronger. We Christians 
have often been very simplistic 
or arrogant in our faith. We have 
either taken it for granted that 
god has taken care of us and that 
nothing will happen to us in the 
future. or our passion to help has 
blinded our eyes to look only at 
service and nothing beyond.

the opposition to minorities is 
not mainly on religious grounds, 
but on adherence to laws and 
requirements of the land. When 
the attack comes from a legal 
point, we are often left with no 
excuse but to play the minority 
card; this approach is not going to 
help us move forward. We need to 
ensure that we are above board in 
complying with all legal matters, to 
exercise our fundamental rights.

LAWRENCE MANGALA RAJAN our Constitution clearly states 
in section 25:

freedom of conscience and 
free profession, practice and 
propagation of religion.
1) subject to public order, mo-

rality and health and to the 
other provisions of this part,  
all persons are equally entitled 
to freedom of conscience and 
the right freely to profess, prac-
tice and propagate religion.

2) Nothing in this article shall 
affect the operation of any 
existing law or prevent the 
state from making any law
a) Regulating or restricting 

any economic, financial, 
political or other secular 
activity which may be as-
sociated with religious 
practice.

our form of religion in the 
way

We, as Christians, should under-
stand that our form of religious 
expression should be in confor-
mity to public order, morality 
and health of the other person. 
our unique way, the salvation  
experience is a way of life; our 
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life should establish ourselves in 
the society. our ‘being’ makes our 
witness authentic. 

our understanding of integral 
mission or holistic transforma-
tion, from a true biblical inter-
pretation, should be as a way of 
life and not to be confused with 
an economic programme model 
that we have propagated as holis-
tic development. holistic or inte-
grated model is a mere economic 
programme model with a bud-
get and philosophical or logical 
framework. integral mission in 
the Bible is an incarnational story 
and not a business model calcu-
lated in terms of budgets. these 
days we are so concerned about 
the form of religion, rather than 
the essence of religion. We hold 
it so sacred that we are willing to 
forsake the essence for the form.

our form or outward expression 
of religion should be in conformity 
with the laws of the land and meet 
all the requirements of the land. if 
the law expects us not to mix the 
so called social and religious, then 
we should abide with the same in 
our form of mission.

since there is no legal clarity on 
issues of morality, religion, con-
version, etc., all of these could 
end in philosophical, legal or con-
stitutional debate. the percep-
tional law sees every conversion 
as proselytisation if there is any 
form of economic gain involved 
in the process,  whether it is as-

sociated directly or indirectly. Any 
form of economic support that 
one would receive before, after 
or during the process of the pro-
gramme, whose goal is to accept 
Christ, would be construed as in-
ducement, allurement or coercion. 
there may not be any baptism or 
change of name, but where one re-
ligious teaching is shared as being 
superior to the religion of the recipi-
ent it is sufficient to make the entire 
programme questionable. the law 
respects every religion as sacred.

programme delivery

our paper quality is another 
matter of concern; we leverage 
technology so much to make our 
presentation so perfect. We can 
account for our accounts in any 
way we like. We can push most of 
expenditure to programme and 
keep our administration tight. But 
the real question is, how much is 
really going to the poor at the end 
of the day. the supply chain takes 
a lot of money and leaves the poor 
with peanuts at the end of the 
day. fat salaries with perks have 
become the order of the day. how 
much of earned dollar goes to the 
poor and how much is eaten up 
on the way?

A few drivers should be 
considered, if we have to move 
forward:
1. Statutory compliance: We 
should ensure that all our entities 
are in 100% compliance with the 
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statutory requirements (it rules, 
society rules, shops & establish-
ment Act, Pf and various labour 
laws). Any failure is a serious of-
fence and should be immediately 
addressed. Legal approvals are 
absolutely necessary.
2. Legally sound: We need to en-
sure that we have a legal identity 
and have all the necessary approv-
als to do what we do. if we are to 
receive foreign money, then fCRA 
approval is essential. the objects 
of the body should be clear and 
any money received and spent 
should clearly match the objects 
of the entity.  Any deviation is se-
rious and stands guilty of  breach 
of legal soundness. We register 
the entity as a social organisation 
for fear of not receiving  the fCRA 
registration and then later forget 
about it and do what we would 
like to do. fCRA is not a blanket 
approval to get money from over-
seas. We cannot receive or spend 
money, contrary to the objects of 
the entity. this is a gross violation 
of the law. our activities should 
match the objectives of our trust 
and for the purpose the money is 
received. 
3. seek judicial recourse or 
judicial remedy: if we are in 100% 
compliance and have not violated 
any norm, then we are entitled 
to seek judicial remedy. this is 
our fundamental right and we 
should explore the same as good 
citizens if we feel that injustice 

is done to us. Any decision by 
government departments cannot 
be taken arbitrarily and anything 
contrary to the secular fabric of 
our country should be and must 
be challenged legally. We should 
exercise our fundamental option 
to challenge the decision before 
the court of law, before we blame 
the government. Challenge the 
government official, if we feel we 
are victimised. As Christians we 
should stand together in our fight 
against any injustice rather than 
blaming everyone else. india’s 
constitution places judiciary as 
the gatekeeper and custodian 
of the constitution. it is our 
constitutional right.
4. Sin in the camp: Very often we 
blame our issues or failure on ev-
eryone else and we do not see it 
as a direct consequence of our de-
cision making process. injustice 
and failure in decision making 
have often been the cause of the 
downfall of our organisations and 
churches. these days we see the 
church as a litigant rather than 
being a militant church. Abuse of 
power, greed for money and lust 
of the flesh are deep seated in 
our organisations and churches. 
Arbitrary decisions filled with 
personal vengeance and revenge 
without due diligence or process 
is often the cause of the problem. 
our downfall is due to the sin in 
the camp. the way we treat our 
staff is very important. We as or-
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ganisational leaders make all the 
mistakes and act with such high 
handedness that we expect the 
victim not to go to the court to 
seek personal justice. how can 
we differentiate between per-
sonal justice and justice to the 
organisation? on what moral 
ground can an organisation with 
unjust structure and practices ex-
pect the staff to be just and leave 
peacefully? We can threaten the 
staff with budgetary implications 
but that is not going to go very far. 
A number of staff who cannot ex-
press openly would resort to un-
healthy means and take revenge. 
Let us practise a sense of justice 
and equality within the organi-
sation. sound hR practices are a 
must to bring in transparency and 
equality within the organisation. 
Justice should be done and justice 
should be seen to have been done. 
if there is so much of injustice, co-
ercion or personal vendetta, then 
how can we expect justice from 
other sources?
5. Child protection safeguards 
if you’re working with children: 
it is absolutely essential to have 
all the protocols and safeguards 
in protecting our children from 
any form of abuse or even giving a 
slight chance for the system to be 
exploited in abusing children. 
get the necessary approval if 
you are having a residential 
unit of children. there are 
stringent laws governing the 

operation of children’s homes 
and ministry.

some practical suggestions

1. Be clear as to the overall 
purpose of the mission/trust 
or society. if it is social – keep 
it social all the way and just 
concentrate on the same and do 
it well; this may open the door 
for later discussion and genuine 
seeking of the ultimate truth. 
Let us be genuine in our heart. 
the compelling reason for being 
involved may be different; but 
our manifestation should simply 
be genuine caring and love. if we 
want our overall purpose to be 
church planting, then say so very 
clearly.
2. If our mission is church 
growth, then let us say so and 
get the necessary approval for 
the same. it would be 100 % safe 
to do any religious activity with 
local money. 
3. the society should be simple 
and straight forward. Do not 
mix both the spiritual and social 
in one society or trust. if you do 
want to get involved in both, have 
two separate legal entities, with 
no connection or cross over. Do 
not mix the money of these two 
entities. Money received should 
be spent for the purpose for 
which it is received. 
4. get the entire legal 
requirement done; ensure that 
you are 100% compliant to all 
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the laws of the land. Please do not 
try to run an organisation in your 
own way. it is better to close down 
ministries if you are not compliant. 
god does not want you to run any 
organisation in a shoddy way. 
5. Treat your staff well and give 
them what is due. Justice should 
be done and justice should be 
seen to having been done in our 
organisations. if we cannot treat 
our own staff, then how are 
we going to be a blessing to the 
others? Very often, the enemy is 
within and not outside.
6. Keep your ministry simple 
and neat; we have a tendency to 
have glamorous and expensive 
office. Our pay scales are 
exorbitant. We need to remember 
that all of it comes from what 
we have raised in the name of 
the poor. i know many of us 
have glamourised poverty and 
build fortunes out of it. the way 
we do business matters; let us 
not be confused with running a 
corporate outfit.
7. as far as possible, have all 
the documentation handy and 
clear. it would be good to have the 
documentation of all the process 
followed in the organisation to 
make it transparent. We need to 
understand that there is nothing 
called public and personal. All 
the documents would become 
public, if need occurs. Avoid 
unnecessary documentation, if 
not called for.

8. Seek legal recourse; legal 
remedy is our fundamental right. 
We have the right to be heard. Let 
us not resort to any arm twisting 
technique or blame game. it is 
not going to help. Let us have 
jurisdictional spirit in all our 
dealings. our indian spirit should 
not be given up. We need not turn 
to West or east for our support, 
but have faith in our constitutional 
right to fight our battles. This is 
our country and we are indian. 
Please stop washing the dirty 
linen outside. 
9. if we are wrong, admit it 
rather than playing the minority 
or persecution card. it does not 
work. Are we cheating ourselves? 
the clarion call is for inward 
looking and cleansing rather than 
looking for someone or the gov-
ernment to blame. our linen is 
stinking. Let us wash it, cleanse 
it and seek his way. “if my people 
who are called by My name hum-
ble themselves, pray and seek My 
face and turn from their wicked 
ways, then i would hear from 
heaven and i will forgive their sin 
and will heal their land,” says the 
Lord. “Anything done in My way 
will never ever lack My supply,” 
says the Lord.

Lawrence Mangala Rajan  
has 32 years’ experience in 
international NGOs and is 

now a principal consultant 
with HESED.
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THE CROWNS AND  
REWARDS

Be watchful as satan tries to snatch our crowns and keep us 
away from the lord.

in the exciting message to 
the church in Philadelphia 
in the Book of Revelation, 

we find these encouraging and 
inspiring words from the Lord, 
“hold fast what you have, so that 
no one may take your crown” 
(Rev.3:11). the church in Phila-
delphia had shown great love to 
the Lord, faithfulness, and the 
fear of the Lord. Words of appre-
ciation like, the faithful church, 
the loving church, the church 
with brotherly love, the sincere-
ly working church, the church 
strong in Christ, the church which 
kept the word, and the church 
which always respected the name 
of Christ, were the crowns which 
they received on earth.

it is interesting to note that we 
find five different crowns meant 
for the saints in the word of god. 
We read about the golden crowns 
of the twenty four elders sitting 
on the heavenly thrones (Rev.4:4). 
Crowns of gold show their high 
status and position in heaven. the 
Bible speaks about crowns with 
different concepts and spiritual 
meanings, often used allegorically. 

LILLy MATHEWS 1. “she will place on your head 
an ornament of grace, a crown 
of glory she will deliver to you” 
(Prov.4:9). here the crown 
is described as wisdom and 
knowledge.
2. “An excellent wife is the crown 
of her husband” (Prov.12:4); “The 
silver-haired head is a crown of 
glory” (Prov.16:31); “Children’s 
children are the crown of old 
men” (Prov.17:6). here the crown 
is shown as praise, glory and self-
respect. 
3. “A day is coming when the 
Lord Almighty will be like a 
glorious crown of flowers for His 
people who survive” (isa.28:5). 
the prophet isaiah is explaining 
beautifully how the Lord would 
be to those who love him.
4. the apostle Paul calls the 
believers in Philippi, “My beloved 
and longed-for brethren, my joy 
and crown” (Php.4:1).

5. the apostle Paul also calls the 
saints in the ssalonica as “crown 
of rejoicing” (1thes.2:19). in 
all these scriptures we find that 
the crown indicates the spiritual 
meaning as the best qualities of 
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greatness and praiseworthiness 
of saints.

the Bible speaks about the 
following five different kinds of 
crowns which the saints receive 
as rewards for their exemplary 
spiritual Christian life on earth:
1. the imperishable crown: 
the imperishable crown will be 
given to those saints who run 
the race of faith and win the race 
(1Cor.9:25).
2. the crown of praiseworthi-
ness: this crown will be given to 
those saints who wait 
for the glorious second 
coming of the Lord  
Jesus Christ with hope, 
faithfulness and hap-
piness (1thes.2:19).
3.the crown of  righ-
teousness: the crown of righ-
teousness will be given to those 
who have fought a good fight of 
faith, finished the race and kept 
the faith (2tim.4:8).
4.The Crown of glory: the 
crown of glory will be given to 
those who lead the flock of God 
willingly with honesty and as 
examples to the flock (1Pet.5:4).
5. the crown of life: the crown 
of life will be given to those who 
endure temptation, love god and 
be faithful until death (Jas.1:12; 
Rev.2:10).

All these crowns reflect the po-
sitions, the appreciation   awards 

and the rewards given to the 
saints, welcoming them to heav-
en by the Lord. Complimenting 
the church in Philadelphia, as the 
church which had kept the Lord’s 
word, and the church that did not 
deny the name of the Lord, the 
Lord is advising them to “hold 
fast what you have, so that no 
one may take away your crown” 
(Rev.3:11). the crown which the 
Lord is referring to in this context 
is not the crown which is kept for 
them in eternity, but to the re-
ward which they receive for their 

faithfulness to the 
Lord and their faithful 
life on earth. the Lord 
is advising them to be 
careful to hold fast and 
not to lose this crown. 
here the word crown 
simply refers to their 

good name, praise-worthiness 
and high spiritual life. it is the re-
sult of their strong faith in Christ 
and conscientious honest work. 

the exhortation “hold fast 
what you have, so that no one 
may take your crown” is a word 
of caution from the Lord for 
believers to remember always. 
While salvation is the gift of god 
and got by the grace of god, it 
is safe. But there are chances 
of losing the crown achieved 
in Christ, during our lifetime. A 
person who has earned a good 
name during his lifetime can 
lose his testimony in a moment. 

A person who has 
earned a good name 

during his lifetime can 
lose his testimony in a 

moment.
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Losing the crown simply means 
the stains of sin on the garment 
of life which can certainly bring 
shame in the eyes of others and 
god. in the present life on earth, 
on the path of holiness, one can 
earn a lot of spiritual qualities. 
these qualities are symbolically 
described as crowns. 

We should be careful 
not to lose or defile the 
crowns. We find many 
people in the Bible 
who could lead holy 
lives, achieve good 
spiritual position, 
enjoyed divine fellowship and 
earn good names in the form of 
crowns, have lost everything. 
Adam and eve, Noah, Lot, esau, 
samson, eli -the Priest, King 
saul, gehasi- the disciple of 
prophet elisha, prophet Jonah, 
Judas iscariot, and Ananias and 
sapphira are glaring examples of 
people who lost their crowns. in 
the message to the members of 
the church in thyatira, who lived 
without falling into the depth of 
satan’s traps, were commanded 
to ‘hold fast till i come’ by the Lord 

(Rev.2:25). Again, in the message 
to the church in Philadelphia, the 
Lord exhorts them, “hold fast 
what you have, so that no one 
may take your crown” (Rev.3:11) 
is a warning to all believers.

Careless spiritual life, the 
spiritual sleep and taking the 

truth lightly will 
make it difficult for 
one to receive the full 
reward from the Lord. 
Believers should be 
careful and be watchful 
as satan will try to 
snatch and kick away 

our crowns and keep us away 
from the Lord. May god help us 
to be awake as we patiently wait 
and hope for the glorious second 
coming of Christ, so that we may 
not lose the crowns which we 
have received during our arduous 
journey of faith during our life on 
earth.

Lilly Mathews  
is retired from KVIC, 

Mumbai (Govt. of India) 
and lives in Mumbai.

Believers should be 
careful and be watchful 

as Satan will try to 
snatch and kick away 
our crowns and keep 

us away from the Lord.

ReadeRs!
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LIgHT OF LIFE 
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heard of anecdotes when 
something done with 
an apparently good 

intention, but in a wrong way, 
went haywire? here’s one for 
starters.

Who can forget a school time 
story told often to emphasise 
the importance of proper usage 
of punctuation marks? it is said 
that on account of a last-minute 
Presidential pardon, a convict’s 
death sentence by hanging was 
slashed. But unfortunately due to 
improper usage of a comma, the 
wired message (sent in a hurry) 
to the prison where this convict 
was to be executed read “hang 
him, not release him,” instead 
of the supposed “hang him not, 
release him.” 

Coming to the spiritual realm... 
st. Jerome, the patron saint of 
translators, studied hebrew so 
that he could translate the old 
testament into Latin from the 
original, instead of from the 
third century greek version that 
everyone else had used. the 
resulting Latin version, known as 

WHEN A MORALISTIC 
MISSION MISFIRED

may we at all times undertake tasks for God’s glory  
in the way he desires.

SuRESH MANOHARAN The Vulgate, which became the 
basis for hundreds of subsequent 
translations, contained a 
notorious mistake. When Moses 
comes down from Mount sinai 
his head has ‘radiance’ or, in 
hebrew, karan. But hebrew is 
written without the vowels, and 
st. Jerome had read karan as 
keren or ‘horned’. from this error 
came centuries of paintings and 
sculptures of Moses with horns 
(even the great renaissance artist 
Michael Angelo sculpted Moses 
with a horn) and the odd offensive 
stereotype of the ‘horned Jew’.

While at best (or worst) the 
resultant damage may have been 
limited to some Jewish sentiments 
getting rubbed the wrong way, 
courtesy this semantic error 
of that great saint, there was 
nothing catastrophic such as loss 
of life nor was any incumbent 
king left with an egg on his face, 
so to say. Now welcome to the 
Biblical story which resulted in 
just that! Consider David’s gaffe 
over transporting the Ark of the 
Covenant (1Chr.13:1-14) from 
Kiriath-Jearim to Jerusalem in an 
ox-cart instead of on the shoulders 
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of priestly Kohathites! it is an 
altogether different story as to 
why the Ark, which symbolised 
both god’s presence and his 
covenantal relationship with 
israel, landed in Kiriath-Jearim 
in the first place when it ought 
to have been in the ‘the Most 
holy Place’ (a separate chamber) 
of the tabernacle which was at 
gibeon. incidentally, the story of 
the tabernacle itself moving to 
gibeon from its original place in 
shiloh (Josh.18:1) is a gargantuan 
subject in itself.  Among others, 
the subject would lead us to a topic 
culminating in a fascinating time 
in israel’s history, when they had 
two high priests simultaneously 
for the first and final time (one in 
gibeon and the other at Jerusalem 
-1Kgs.4:4). 

miss-out

one of the outstanding 
characteristics of David, the 
man after god’s own heart 
(1Sam.13:14; Acts 13:22) had 
been to ‘enquire of the Lord’ 
often. A careful study of the 
scriptures would reveal that till 
this ‘spiritual blunder,’ David had 
enquired of the Lord (when faced 
with different challenges) not less 
than six times (1Sam.23:2,4;30
:8;2Sam.2:1;5:19,23). But sadly, 
before embarking on this ‘noble’ 
mission of bringing the Ark of 
the Covenant to the permanent 
‘house of god’ (Jerusalem, 

where the temple would soon 
be constructed - Psa.132:13,14), 
there is no mention of this great 
king ‘enquiring of the Lord’, 
though the scripture says that 
he ‘consulted with the captains 
of thousands and hundreds, and 
with every leader’ (1Chr.13:1). 
if seeking the Lord’s opinion 
seemed too much for David, then 
ideally instead of military leaders, 
it would have served him well 
to consult the Levitical leaders 
in what was predominantly a 
spiritual matter before taking the 
‘final call’ on the subject.

sadly, David missed out on 
the obvious of seeking the 
right answer from the right 
source! servant of god, are you 
prayerfully enquiring of the Lord 
before launching out on any noble 
mission purportedly carried out 
for his glory?

miscalculation

The obvious off shoot of neither 
prayerfully looking unto the Lord 
before embarking on a major 
spiritual mission nor seeking 
the Levitical guidance resulted 
in a gross miscalculation on 
David’s part (the Philistines had 
transported the Ark in a cow-
driven cart - 1sam.6:1-14). the 
Philistines who were ignorant 
of the Biblical precepts on Ark 
transportation (Num.4:15;7:19) 
were divinely excused. But how 
could the covenantal people to 
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whom the Law was given plead 
innocence or ignorance in this 
vital issue (Lk.12:48)? No way.

mishap

As per the divine scheme of 
things, the Lord’s response to a 
reprehensible mishandling of a vi-
tal subject is publicly manifested, 
the oxen stumbled. the ark had 
stayed for a period of time at Abi-
nadab’s house (2sam.6:3), where 
his sons, uzzah and Ahio, may 
well have become accustomed to 
its presence. the old saying, “fa-
miliarity breeds contempt,” could 
apply in this case. uzzah, having 
been around the ark in his own 
home, could very likely forget 
the holiness that it represented. 
there are times when we too fail 
to recognise the holiness of god, 
becoming too familiar with him 
with an irreverent attitude. 

miserable

While King David’s friend 
may have lost his life, it was the 
king who felt most miserable 
(1Chr.13:11-12) at the sorry turn 
of events for which he himself 
was solely responsible. David had 
learned from painful chastise-
ment. “the punishment you gave 
me was the best thing that could 
have happened to me, for it taught 
me to pay attention to your laws. 
they are more valuable to me 
than millions in silver and gold”’ 
(Psa.119:71,72 tLB).

modify

Misery led to the temporary 
modification in David’s plan of 
taking the Ark to Jerusalem. he 
would now take it to the home 
of a Levite obededom the gittite 
(1Chr.15:24), so called as he was the 
resident of gath-Rimmon one of the 
Levitical cities (Josh.21:24-25).

manifold

Consider the reverential 
fear, obededom and his family 
members would have gone 
through. the scripture says that 
seeing him conduct the affairs of 
his home with deep reverential 
fear for three months, the Lord 
blessed him with manifold 
blessings (1 Chro.13:14).

mend

“then David called for Zadok 
and Abiathar, the high Priests, 
and for the Levite leaders: uriel, 
Asaiah, Joel, shemaiah, eliel, and 
Amminadab... You are the leaders 
of the clans of the Levites,” he told 
them. “Now sanctify yourselves 
with all your brothers so that you 
may bring the Ark of Jehovah, the 
god of israel, to the place i have 
prepared for it. the Lord destroyed 
us before because we handled the 
matter improperly—you were 
not carrying it” (1Chr.15:11-
13). About a Christian’s life, Rick 
Warren observed, “A Christian 
begins with repentance and is 
sustained by repentance.”



40Light of Life August 2017

d

Mission 2

if seeds for failure of ‘Mission 
1’ were laid by way of an improp-
er spiritual preparation, by the 
same token the seeds for success 
of Mission 2 were planted this 
time by proper, reverential, me-
ticulous preparation. “And when 
David had finished offering the 
burnt offerings and the peace of-
ferings, he blessed the people in 
the name of the Lord of hosts and 
distributed among all the people, 
the whole multitude of israel, 
both men and women, a cake of 
bread, a portion of meat, and a 
cake of raisins to each one. then 
all the people departed, each to 
his house” (2sam.6:18,19).

May we too at all times 
undertake tasks for god’s glory 
in the way he desires, so that 
we too can experience this truth 
of which that great missionary, 
hudson taylor, speaks of thus: 
“God’s work done in God’s way will 
never lack God’s supply.” oh, of 
all the finest things He supplies, 
let’s crave for his approval first 
and foremost in everything we 
undertake in his name.

wanted 
For a 80 bedded Christian  Mission hospital,  

in a rural area, the following medical personnel
1) Physician, M.D with at least two years experience
2) Paediatrician, MD with experience in NiCu
3) Gynaecologist, MD/DGO with at least two years experience

 Salary negotiable; Free partly furnished quarters with subsidised 
Mess available. 

 hospital located at Anaikatty in a  panoramic surroundings on the 
tamil Nadu-Kerala border, 30 kms from Coimbatore.

 Retired personnel preferred as the location is ideally suited for 
them.

 Apply or send CV by mail to: 
 Dr. K. Muralidar, Director, Bethany Medical Centre,  

Anaikatty, Coimbatore 641108, tamil Nadu.  
 < bmc_anaikatty@rediffmail.com> 
<muralidar.anaikatty@gmail.com>

Suresh Manoharan  
is an associate-cum-

youth pastor in Christian 
Fellowship Church, 

Hyderabad.
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the story of a tree

in the foothill of Moriah of israel, 
there were plenty of fruit-bearing 
trees. there was a special tree 
with the hebrew name myrrh. it 
was comparatively a short tree. it 
could not grow taller than 12 feet. 
so some consider it a plant. the 
branches could not grow bigger 
and its trunk was very hard. it was 
not thickly leafed, but it looked 
beautiful with yellow flowers and 
small fruit in the shape of grapes.

in order to celebrate the 
tabernacle festival, people 
came to the mountain to look 
for good fruit, but no one came 
near the myrrh tree. they liked 
all the other trees, but everyone 
despised this tree. Birds, also, 
neither came near to eat its fruits, 
nor perched on its branches. the 
tree could not understand and it 
felt miserable.

As the tree watched, many 
plucked the olive fruit from the 
olive tree that stood near it. But 
no one even looked at the myrrh 
tree. the tree was heartbroken. As 

BITTERNESS INTO  
SWEETNESS

God will change the bitterness in life into a sweet portion,  
for you are ‘myrrh’ in his sight.

JuBLIN JOSEPH it watched, a young boy ran near 
it and plucked its fruits. it was 
extremely happy. it waited eagerly 
to see someone eating its fruit for 
the first time. But the boy’s father 
came speedily and just tossed the 
boy’s hand to scatter the fruits. 
the father pointed to the tree and 
said, “from the top to the root, 
the tree is of bitter taste, so don’t 
touch it.”

the myrrh tree understood that 
its flower, leaf, fruit, bark, root – 
all were bitter. its bitterness was 
so much that it could not even be 
tasted. Realising the truth was 
painful indeed.

the myrrh tree called out to the 
people and lamented, “it is not my 
mistake that i am created with a 
bitter taste. the Lord who created 
you created me too. Please, don’t 
reject me. take some of my fruit 
too, please!” But no one listened 
to its request.

so it called the birds which 
answered, “We have tasted the 
bitter fruit of many trees. But 
your fruit is so bitter that we 
don’t want it.” Myrrh was broken 
inside.
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the tree called unto god. “My 
god, my Creator, there is variety 
in creation and there are so 
many kinds of trees. Why have 
you kept such bitterness in me? 
is it my fault to be created with 
bitterness? What will i do? Why 
is there so much of bitterness in 
me? Why did you allow it? Please 
take away the bitterness in me 
and change me,” it pleaded.

our Lord is such a merciful 
god that he answers even the 
crows that call unto him. he told 
the tree to ‘wait’. trusting god’s 
word, it waited. Months and years 
rolled on. No change occurred in 
its shape, height and taste. Day 
after day, the tree called god and 
complained. it received answers 
at times, but heaven was silent so 
often. 

one day, due to its grief, it 
began to supplicate to god, 
“My god, what happened to all 
the promises i received? When 
will my bitterness change? 
What is Your plan regarding my 
bitterness? Why did You allow 
it in my life? When will my 
heart’s lack be gone? When will 
i be blessed just as others are? is 
there no end to my longing? Will 
You not do a miracle in my life? 
god, be merciful to me.”

from the topmost branch to 
the utmost bottom of the root 
the tree began to call unto god. 
the weariness and grief from 

the depth of its heart began to 
echo; its pathetic cry went up; its 
sighing increased; and due to its 
sorrow it seemed as if its heavy 
heart would burst. it began to 
pour out from its broken heart 
and it wept aloud. Tears flew 
down. the bark started shedding 
down. there were cracks in the 
branches; through these gaps its 
bitterness began to come out in 
the form of tears; its sap began to 
ooze out through the cracks. 

All its bitterness came out as 
it poured out its tears and the 
people in that locale began to 
notice a kind of divine fragrance. 
Men had never smelt such sweet 
aroma so far. they moved around  
searching from where the 
fragrance was emitted. 

they understood that the 
smell came from the myrrh 
tree. its tears became resin 
around its stem; its tears from 
the branches fell all over the 
ground. People competed to 
pick up the resin and they 
scraped and collected it from 
the bark. the myrrh tree’s 
bitterness gave out such a 
fragrance that it drew everyone 
around. the Bible gives a name 
to its tear-turned resin ‘myrrh’.

stories from the Bible

In Exodus 30:23-25, the first of 
the five things required to prepare 
the anointing oil is mentioned as 
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myrrh. the bitterness of myrrh 
tree is pleasing not only in the 
sight of god, but also among the 
people of the world. the bitter 
tears of the tree give myrrh and it 
has become a thing that is desired 
by the world. traders refer to it 
as myrrh tears. it is costlier than 
gold. its bitterness has turned 
out to be its special feature. god 
has changed its bitterness to 
something so valuable. 

What was hannah’s bitterness? 
it was her barrenness. But her 
life’s special feature came in the 
form of a child – the prophet 
samuel.

What was Ruth’s lack? she lost 
her husband. But the blessedness 
of Ruth’s life was Boaz. if you have 
bitterness in life, you will have 
some extraordinary blessedness 
out of it. Myrrh is linked with 
some people in the holy Bible and 
the first among them is Joseph. 
Myrrh is mentioned twice in the 
life of Joseph. he was sold to the 
ishmaelites who went to sell 
myrrh. it was a bitter moment in 
the life of Joseph but god changed 
that to guarantee an outstanding 
life for Joseph. the moment 
he was sold, a life of bitterness 
began for him. But when Jacob 
sent myrrh to Joseph through 
his sons, his life status had not 
only changed, but it was pleasant 
with unimaginable power and 
authority.

two days before Christ died 
on the cross, a woman came 
and poured the fragrant oil in 
an alabaster flask on His head. 
What her bitterness was is 
unknown, but god changed it 
in great magnitude in her life, 
such that “wherever this gospel 
is preached in the whole world, 
what this woman has done will 
also be told as a memorial to her” 
(Matt.26:13).

Let us look unto our saviour 
Jesus Christ. What was the 
bitterness in his life? is it that 
he gave up his heavenly life and 
became a bond servant? is it the 
torture he underwent on the 
cross? is it that he, the god of life, 
tasted death? Myrrh is mentioned 
at these focal points of his life - 
His birth, crucifixion and death.

At the birth of the Lord, 
myrrh was presented to him 
(Matt.2:11). As he was hanging 
on the cross, they gave him wine 
mingled with myrrh to drink 
(Mk.15:23;Mt.27:34). After His 
death, Nicodemus brought a 
mixture of myrrh and aloes to 
apply before his burial. What is 
its significance? Our Lord went 
through these bitter paths, but all 
these turned out to be the greatest 
blessings for the world.

Dear people of god, is your life 
filled with bitter experiences? 
When god allows certain things 
in our lives, it is not meant to 
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make our life bitter. he wants you 
to be instrumental in changing 
the bitter life of others into some-
thing pleasant. Myrrh has got a 
special feature. god has permit-
ted certain bitter experiences in 
your life for he wants to use you 
to change the bitter lives of lakhs 
of people into something memo-
rable and sweet.

the word marah is derived 
from mar which means bitter. At 
Marah, the israelites could not 
drink the water for it was bitter. 
At that time, the Lord showed 
Moses a tree. When Moses threw 
a piece of that tree into the water, 
the water was made sweet. Bible 
scholars accept that tree was none 
other than a myrrh tree. Moses 
never questioned how the bitter 
tree could change the chemical 
nature of water? instead, he 
obeyed implicitly. using the bitter 
taste of myrrh, the Lord could 
change the bitter waters into 
sweet waters. Don’t brood over 
your bitter experiences, but just 
obey the Lord. god has planned 
the transforming power in your 
bitter experiences to change the 
bitter lives of many through you.

elisha received a double por-
tion of elijah’s anointing. elijah 
performed eight miracles in his 
lifetime. if so, how many miracles 
should elisha do? sixteen mira-
cles! But Elisha did only fifteen 
miracles in his life-time. After 
that, he fell sick and died. so peo-
ple thought that the promise giv-

en by God was not fulfilled. Elisha 
died and so there was no possibil-
ity for the promise to be translat-
ed into reality. A year passed after 
his death and they forgot elisha. 
But god neither forget elisha nor 
his promise to him. god created 
a situation that a youth in israel 
died and his body was thrown on 
elisha’s grave. the dead body of 
the young man as it touched the 
bones of elisha came to life and 
thus the Lord fulfilled His prom-
ise. elisha’s bones caused the six-
teenth miracle.

your story

Beloved, has the lack or the 
happenings in your life made 
your life bitter? Are you in such 
a state that you are unable to 
bear it? Don’t worry. god can 
certainly change the bitterness 
into something of special quality. 

in circumstances when the god-
given promise is not fulfilled, even 
if the whole world is destroyed, 
he will create a new world, keep 
you there and fulfil His promise 
by all means. Don’t be agitated.

Your bitterness will become 
an event of jubilation. he will 
definitely change all the bitterness 
in life into a sweet portion of life, 
for you are ‘myrrh’ in god’s sight.

Jublin Joseph 
is a Hebrew Scholar and 

Bible teacher based in 
Paramakudy, Tamilnadu
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have you faced unjust 
accusations, unwanted 
comments, undeserv-

ing wrongs, unexpected criti-
cisms, unwanted hate, filthy lan-
guage, taunting? Yes, hatred and 
rejection are common phenom-
ena faced by every individual and 
child. At any point of time, each 
of us will be rejected by some-
one known or by a dear one. Je-
sus was rejected like you and me 
and continues to face rejection 
from the world today. Jesus was 
focused, and completed the work 
god the father had assigned and 
so was never dejected. in fact, his 
death on the cross is an outcome 
of rejection by the Jews, but it led 
to the fulfilment of the divine pur-
pose of salvation for all mankind, 
and finally He got ejected out of 
the grave on the third day to glo-
ry. We learn three lessons about 
rejection in the scriptures.

rejection leads to elevation

have you been dejected or 
frustrated that you have done so 
much of good for someone, but 
have been dumped or used for 

REJECTED BuT NOT  
DEJECTED

we need to be ready to face hatred and rejection because we 
are called to please God rather than man.

SAMIP BARuAH their selfish reasons? The Bible 
says, “Blessed are you when they 
revile and persecute you, and say 
all kinds of evil against you falsely 
for My sake because your reward 
is in heaven” (Matt.5:11,12). 
Jesus was rejected, but was 
finally elevated to sit at the right 
hand of god. Daniel was rejected 
and overcame a plan to be killed 
– but god elevated him to the 
highest position of the governor. 
Psalms 75:6 states that elevation 
comes only from the Lord. god 
allows demotion, seen to be as 
failure by the world, to be chosen 
for His purpose, for a different 
responsibility or to teach us to be 
dependent on him. Jesus’ death 
was viewed as doom in gloom 
because of the circumstances and 
the form of death he faced. But it 
is a boon for all believers as they 
can escape sin, hell and death, 
because Jesus’ death established 
the only way to heaven.

rejection leads to 
embodiment

Jesus did face rejection again 
and again – and was a perfect 
embodiment of god the father 
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(Jn.14:10) and his accomplish-
ment of god’s supreme purpose 
on earth. Because Jesus embodied 
god, he humbled himself unto 
death on the cross (Php.2:6-8).
Paul and silas are also examples of 
the embodiment of god’s purpose 
engraved in their hearts because 
inspite of facing rejection and be-
ing put into jail, they were sing-
ing praises. they were very clear 
that they embodied Christ in their 
hearts (1Jn.4:4) to face rejection 
and continue in their ministry. 
Also, stephen, when being 
stoned to death, became an exam-
ple of the embodiment of Christ 
in his heart, when he faced death 
and saw god the father and Jesus 
welcoming him into heaven. 

rejection leads to 
empowerment

the Bible tells that the world 
will hate us who are believers 
(Jn.15:18). hence, we need to be 
always ready to face rejection and 
hate wherever we proclaim Jesus 
as Lord. We need to be ready for 
the coming rejection and also 
of losing our life for Jesus in ex-
treme consequences (Jn.16:2).
one example of a great man of 
god is graham staines, who lost 
his life for the Lord. All of us are 
empowered by god to face rejec-
tion because of Christ, as written 
in the scriptures as the blind man 
who was healed (Jn.9) and faced 
rejection by the Jews because of 

his testimony of healing. god em-
powered him to proclaim Jesus as 
a prophet (v.17) and finally wor-
ship him. Jesus gives us the holy 
spirit for guidance and empow-
erment to testify the gospel and 
live by the scriptures, and the 
boldness to share about Christ 
(Jn.15:26,27;Acts4:31). The Holy 
spirit will bring to remembrance 
all things which he has said and 
which is very necessary for us to 
face everyday’s challenges and is-
sues (Jn.14:26).

in conclusion, as a believer, i 
need to be ready to face hatred 
and rejection wherever i am be-
cause i am called to please god 
rather than man. We need to re-
member that Jesus expressed 
His grace on the cross which is 
immeasurable, unlimited, uncon-
ditional, unchanging, undeserved 
for each individual. Are we will-
ing to follow Jesus’ footsteps? in 
fact, the Bible says that we need 
to pray that in all our ways we 
can work to please god and in 
doing so, we can have peace with 
our enemies and this is possible 
(Prov.16:7). May god bless us 
and give us the strength to face  
rejection.

Samip Baruah  
is Manager-International 

Sales & Marketing 
(Education Stationery 
Product Business), ITC 

Limited, Chennai.
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the same incident of Peter 
walking on the water that 
is described in Matthew 

14 is also referenced in John 
6:15-25. What we read further 
on in John 6 (the very next day 
according to John) reveals more 
of Peter’s heart as a sold-out 
disciple. Jesus preaches about 
being the bread of life that came 
down from heaven, a spiritual 
sustenance so much more vital 
than the physical manna was for 
the israelites in the wilderness.
And he concludes with these 
words in John 6:53 – “truly, truly, 
i say to you, unless you eat the 
flesh of the Son of Man and drink 
his blood, you have no life in 
yourselves.”

how would you and i have 
reacted if someone talked about 
eating flesh and drinking blood? 
this would have sounded like a 
barbaric person talking about 
drinking human blood or eating 
human flesh.

But Jesus explained that 
he wasn’t speaking literally 
(Jn.6:63,64). he was speaking 

THE MAKING OF PETER 
THE DISCIPLE – 4

disciples swim against the current.

SANDEEP POONEN words to feed our spirits, not 
our intellect. these were words 
that were meaningless, if we did 
not also have faith in god. [it is 
our confidence and dependence 
(faith) in Jesus that changes the 
words of Jesus from being letters 
on a page to being food for our 
spirits. If we read the Bible without 
faith, it will remain merely a book 
of history or good moral advice. 
But if we read the Bible with simple 
faith in a sovereign and good God, 
it will surely be food that gives us 
spiritual life.]

And we find a vivid illustration 
of what faith practically looks like 
in Peter’s response when Jesus 
asked the twelve if they wanted to 
leave him. simon Peter answered 
him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have words of eternal life. We 
have believed and have come to 
know that You are the holy one 
of god” (v.69).

to whom shall we Go?

there are times when we may 
not understand the words of 
Jesus or the ways of god. But in 
such situations, it is good for us to 
ask this question, “To whom shall 
we go?”
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Why did Peter say this? Because 
this was the very next day after 
he had walked on water with 
Jesus. Jesus was more than a good 
preacher or one who multiplied 
bread. he was the one who helped 
him walk on water and saved him 
when he was sinking.

Now we also saw that this 
miracle is a parable to the power 
of Jesus to help us walk on top of 
the sins that enslave us. so also, 
if we like Peter, have not come 
to see Jesus as one who helps us 
walk over the storms of sin, then 
Jesus will not have the words of 
eternal life. But if Jesus becomes 
to us, this real friend who alone 
can help us walk on 
top of our sins, we too 
will respond like Peter 
did.

Various people have 
asked me various 
intellectual questions 
about Christianity. And in times 
past, i too have struggled with 
intellectual questions about 
Christian beliefs. But i’ve learned 
to ask this question when i cannot 
explain the ways of an infinite God 
with my finite mind: “What’s my 
alternative? Since I cannot answer 
these questions, do I also want to 
throw away Jesus’ magnificent 
description of love? That God loved 
me when I was a wretched sinner 
and sacrificed what He held most 
dear just for me?”

for me, the answer to this 
question has settled me. so, no 
matter what i cannot fathom 
about god, I am convinced that 
god loves me much more than a 
doting mother loves her new-born 
child (isa.49:15,16). he thinks of 
me more often than i could ever 
count (Psa.139:17,18). he works 
full-time to make all things work 
for my good (Jn.5:17; Rom.8:28). 
And he looks at me as one who 
has always perfectly obeyed, 
whenever i come in helpless 
dependence on Jesus (2Cor.5:21).

we have Believed and come 
to Know

this is a beautiful 
combination: belief and 
coming to know. the 
truths about god are 
not theological words 
that we blindly believe. 
these are truths that 

have deeply transformed my life. 
they have helped me walk on top 
of my temptations in my daily 
walk. this is what settles it for 
me. We believe with our hearts, 
and we come to know from daily 
living with Jesus.

so i chose to believe what is 
written in the Bible, but then as 
I live my life with simple trust 
in that, i ‘come to know’ god as 
truth and rest and joy. i ‘come to 
know’ Jesus as the holy one who 
was god and came from god. this 
getting to know the one true god 

God thinks of me more 
often than I could ever 
count. He works full-

time to make all things 
work for my good.
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because of Jesus is eternal life 
(Jn.17:3).

swimming against the 
current

But what makes Peter especially 
stand out here is how he utterly 
disregards what others think of 
Jesus.  Many disciples turned away 
from following Jesus (Jn.6:66). 
But Peter was firm in his own 
view of who Jesus is. since he had 
experienced the saving power 
of Jesus, he was unmoved even 
when others left Christ.

this is a mark of a 
true disciple of Jesus. i 
cannot be a servant of 
Jesus if i seek to please 
people (gal.1:10). 
And i cannot be a 
disciple of Jesus if i 
am swayed by what 
other people think, or 
based on what is popular. And 
it’s sometimes harder to stand 
firm against other disciples of 
Jesus. those who left Jesus were 
probably good people who also 
marvelled at the teachings and 
miracles of Jesus. But when 
Jesus preached things that they 
couldn’t understand, they started 
to grumble (Jn.6:61). then, Peter 
had to choose whether he would 
follow the crowd or stand by 
himself based on his own life 
with Christ?

tested in our seriousness to 
follow jesus

there have been times when it 
was clear what god wanted me 
to say or do. But i also knew that 
most people would not like it. i was 
being tested – either to shy away 
from what i believed to be right, 
maybe because i feared being 
called legalistic by well-respected 
Christians. or i could look at Jesus 
and seek His affirmation alone. 
i have had to make this choice 
on different occasions. I have 

seen friendships and 
ministry opportunities 
dry up as a result. But i 
hear the same question 
posed to me: “Are you 
going to go away from 
Me, Sandeep? Yes, the 
vast majority of My 
so-called disciples are 
going in one direction. 

But you see that I am in the 
opposite direction. So, what will 
you do? Do you want to leave Me 
also?”

fearless to swim upstream

he is secure and at rest in the 
love of his father, because he has 
given up all authority over his 
own life. so he fears no one and 
will say whatever he hears the 
father saying (Jn.5:18-20). he 
doesn’t need the affirmation of the 
masses, other sincere-sounding 
Christians, or religious leaders. 

I cannot be a servant of 
Jesus if I seek to please 
people. And I cannot 

be a disciple of Jesus if 
I am swayed by what 
other people think, 
or based on what is 

popular.
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He only seeks the affirmation of 
him who judges “the thoughts 
and intentions of the heart” 
(heb.4:12).

this is the only kind of disciples 
that Jesus recruits. Jesus made a 
clear statement about our fierce 
loyalty to him – even over our 
dearest loved ones (Lk.14:26). 
The fight for our loyalty is not 
necessarily the devil 
or this world system. it 
can even just be a lower 
view of Jesus in our 
daily life – as a great 
preacher with wise 
thoughts, or someone 
who primarily meets 
our earthly needs.

in order to be a disciple (not the 
condition for going to heaven, but 
the condition for one who wanted 
to follow Jesus the Master utterly 
and completely starting today), 
I must love Jesus infinitely more 
than my closest loved ones. the 
disciples had to love Jesus much 
more than their spouses and 
their children. it doesn’t make 
the others bad or evil. But the 

quality of a true disciple of Jesus 
is an immovable allegiance to 
Jesus. that at a moment’s notice, 
the disciples could reject even 
the sweetest and closest of their 
friends when it meant deviating 
away from what Jesus was calling 
them to do.

Peter was such a disciple – he 
gave up all to follow Jesus. so he 
was willing to swim against the 

natural current, and 
was willing to stand 
apart from popular 
opinion, even if these 
opinions were held by 
very good people.

he believed and had 
come to know Jesus for himself 
as a saviour in the storms that 
he faced. And he would not be 
moved from that.

May god make us disciples with 
a heart like that!
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I must love Jesus 
infinitely more than my 
closest loved ones. The 
quality of a true disciple 
of Jesus is an immovable 

allegiance to Jesus. 

We count on your prayers!
As we at Light of Life seek to fulfil this ministry for the 

edification of our readers, we seek your prayers for God’s  
anointing, blessings, provisions and guidance.

Thank you.
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STILL MINE, JESuS
JOANNA LESLIE EDWIN

in life there are many mines 
But Jesus is still mine. 

he loves me still  
And my hungry soul He does fill.

he encourages me  
And tells me who i ought to be. 

he holds me by his side 
in any of life’s tide.

in my life when i’m down 
he tells me i’m his own. 
he is everything to me  

Reminds me a glorious life to be.

i look to him all day 
And he shows me a way. 
soon i’ll cross the river 

to be forever with the Life giver.

there i shall his praises sing 
And heavenly anthems ring. 
Angels flying with their wing 

to the glory of our King.

On god’s Time
A man walked to the top of a hill to talk to God.
The man asked, “God, what’s a million years to you?” and God said, “A minute.”
Then the man asked, “Well, what’s a million dollars to you?” and God said, “A 
penny.”
Then the man asked, “God…..can I have a penny?” and God said, “Sure…..in a 
minute.”

In A Lighter Note
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 Job Chapters 22 to 42 
New International Version (IBS) or Zondervan

J. FREdRIC dawSON

Crossword 41 

Clues across:
1. “On what were its (earth’s) footings 

set, or who laid its ……………..?”   
(ch     vs     )

6. Name of one of the daughter of Job.  
(ch      vs       )

7. The youngest of Job’s friends who came 
to see and console him. (ch      vs      )

8. “He suspends the ……… over nothing.” 
(ch      vs       )

9. Lions crouch in their dens or lie in wait 
in a ….., as God provides them food.  
(ch         vs     )

12. Ostrich lays her ….. on the ground and 
lets them warm in the sun for hatching, 
unmindful of any wild animals trampling 
it. (Word used in singular) (ch      vs      )

13. “I broke the fangs of the wicked and 
snatched the victims from their ……..” 
(ch      vs     )

1 2 3 4 5

6

7 8

9 10 11

12 13

14

14. “The earth, from which food comes, is 
…….below as by fire.” (ch       vs       )

Clues down:

1. “If they obey and serve Him, they will 
spend the rest of their time in prosperity 
and their years in …….” (ch      vs      ) 

2. Horses paw fiercely, …………..in 
their strength and charges into the fray.  
(ch      vs      )

3. God made a decree for the ……and a path 
for the thunderstorm. (ch       vs      )

4.  “… and assign your nuggets to the dust, 
your gold of …….. to the rocks in the 
ravines.”  (ch       vs       )

5. “ So ………… the Temanite, Bildad the 
Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite 
did what the Lord had told them;”  
(ch       vs        )

8. “However many his children, their fate is 
the sword; his offspring will never have 

answers received after 5th September 2017 will not be considered.

send in your answers with Bible references by e-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, to 
reach Light of Life, Post Box 4576, 21-YMCA Road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400008, not later 
than September 5, 2017. Please indicate your name, address and Light of Life subscription 
Number while sending the answers. 
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enough to ……” (ch       vs       )

10. “When the daylight is gone, the murderer 
rises up and …. the poor and needy.”  
(ch vs  )

11. Elihu says that God speaks to man 
in a ……., in a vision at night.  

(ch       vs      )

13. “After the Lord had said these things to 
Job, he said to Eliphaz the Temanite, “I 
am angry with you and your ….. friends,”  
(ch       vs      )

answers to Crossword No. 39 (Esther)
across: down:

1. celebration (9:21,22) 1. chronicles (6:1)
6. realising (7:7) 2. least (1:5)
7. not (3:5) 3. rose (5:9)
9. go (6:10) 4. tongue (1:22)
10. spare (4:11) 5. nationality (2:20)
13. large (8:15) 8. up (10:3)
14. rural (9:19) 10. signet (8:2)
16. he (7:5) 11. as (4:16)
17. Esther (2:17) 12. armed (8:11)
18. day (3:7) 15. die (9:28)
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don’t waste their mistakes... learn from them

THE MAN WHO  
ABANDONED HIS FRIEND

 VIJAy THANGIAH

CHaRaCTER 
STudY

character: 
demas 

meaninG: “popular,” 
“governor of the 
people”

pronunciation: 
de’-mas

BiBle passaGe:  
2Tim.4:10; 
Phil.24;Col.4:14

BacKGround

Demas – who once worked beside Paul – had abandoned the 
apostle. Demas did not finish the race; instead he dropped 
out just when Paul was about to die when the apostle’s 
need was greatest. Demas started out strong, but he failed 
to finish well. In the end he fell away and abandoned God.

main lessons

1. It is not how you start that matters.

Demas is first mentioned in Colossians, along with Luke and 
epaphras (4:12-14), where they are set in contrast with 

the three Jewish believers, Aristarchus, Mark, and Jesus called Justus, 
mentioned previously (4:10,11). this passage seems to indicate that Demas 
was a gentile. in the greetings to Philemon, Demas is included as a fellow 
labourer with Paul (v.24). the word ‘fellow-labourer’ (sunergos) has the 
idea of a co-worker, one closely working as a partner, sharing work and 
responsibility. there is even the suggestion of equality in the word. Demas 
could have been a close confidant of Paul, sharing the apostle’s vision of 
winning the world for god.
Just imagine being in the company of such notables as Paul, Luke, Mark, 
Aristarchus and epaphras! Demas enjoyed such a privilege. he was involved 
in the ministry of the Lord, which would have been largely evangelistic in 
nature. so his initial start seems to have been good.
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2. It is how you end that matters.

But when Demas came up to the great capital of the then known world in 
company with the Lord’s prisoners, Paul and Epaphras, it was a different 
story. he was not a prisoner, and gradually the contrast between the cell 
and the outer world became intolerable to him. He saw the magnificent 
halls of the Caesars, the gorgeous homes of the rich and the glitter of a 
world of music, venal loves, jest and wine. such a world cast its glamour 
over Demas, and he yielded to its charms. thus Paul had to write
one of the most heart-breaking lines in his letters: “Demas has forsaken 
me, having loved this present world.” this man of wavering impulse who 
surrendered the passion of sacrifice and sank in the swirling waters of 
the world, is a true reflection of the thought that where our love is, there 
we finally are.
3. what could have been the reasons for demas leaving paul and 
joining the world?

Paul does not tell us what aspect of the present world system Demas loved. 
He does not say if it was fame, fortune, or the gratification of the flesh.
this world system has only three allurements to draw the believer away 
from his or her love for the Lord, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, 
and the pride of life. The lust of the flesh has to do with the gratification 
of the flesh (what makes me feel good physically). The lust of the eyes 
(what possessions i want to make me happy) concerns what we see 
and desire to have. the pride of life (what i want to be) is the arrogance 
that one has when one boasts about oneself, one’s accomplishments or 
possessions.
Whatever Demas’ love for the world was, it fell into at least one of these 
three categories.
4. Demas abandoned Paul in his time of need.

the greek verb (egkataleipo) used in the original implies that Demas 
had not merely left Paul but had left him ‘in the lurch’; that is, Demas had 
abandoned Paul in a time of need. the apostle was in prison, facing a death 
sentence, and that’s when Demas chose to set sail. undoubtedly, Paul was 
deeply let down by Demas. it’s never easy to see a friend and associate in 
whom you’ve placed your trust forsake you in the midst of hardship.
5. Demas chose the temporary benefits of this world rather than the 
riches of heaven.

Demas left Paul because he fell in love with the world. in other words, he 
chose the corrupt value system of the unsaved world over what heaven 
values. Demas “loves the things of this life” (2tim.4:10 NLt). We don’t
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know the details, but it is evident that Demas decided that what satan had 
to offer in this life was better than what God had to offer in the next.
the tragedy of Demas is still being lived out today by those who choose 
the temporary benefits of this world over the eternal riches of heaven. 
We should have an eternal perspective on life and not love this present 
world system that is out to trip us up and draw us away from our love for 
the Lord and his word. this world system is passing away, so this should 
encourage us to live for the kingdom to come and eternal rewards.
6. why did demas leave for thessalonica?

there is considerable speculation as to exactly what may have motivated 
Demas to have ‘gone to thessalonica’ at this very critical time. some 
scholars suggest he simply feared for his own personal safety, that he 
was afraid to make the ultimate sacrifice for his faith, as Paul was.

other scholars disagree with this view. they see his departure as being 
motivated more by lust for material gain; a quest for the secular, rather 
than the spiritual. “Demas, having loved this present world, has deserted 
me and gone to thessalonica” (2tim.4:10). Many Bible scholars feel that 
this phrase suggests that the prospect of worldly advantage was the 
motive. No doubt the busy commercial centre of Thessalonica offered 
many opportunities for success in business.
7. what was the end of demas?

A copyist in a manuscript preserved in the Medici Library in florence 
adds in the margin the information that Demas became a priest of a 
pagan temple at thessalonica. We do not know. A few scholars suggest 
the phrase ‘having loved this present world’ simply means Demas had 
a love for the souls of the lost. some even see Paul as being somewhat 
selfish for wanting to keep people with him when there was work to be 
done elsewhere!
While we are ready to think well of Demas, we are compelled to believe 
that he gave up the love of Jesus for the love of this present world’s course. 
This is what cut into Paul’s heart most deeply. Jesus said, “for where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also” (Matt.6:21). the heart of Demas 
was focused on the things of this present eon, which is the greek word 
which characterises the present time in which one lives, in contrast to the 
‘age to come’. in other words, the focus of Demas was on more temporal than 
eternal things. thus, Paul rightly regarded his departure as a desertion. 
in Acts 15:38 Paul speaking of Mark, insists that they should “not take him 
along who had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not gone with them to 
the work.” John Mark had obviously experienced a dramatic change of heart
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over the years, however,  for in 2 tim. 4:11, after mentioning the desertion 
of Demas, Paul tells timothy, “Pick up Mark and bring him with you, for 
he is useful to me for service.” how encouraging it is to hear these words! 
Yes, people can change!

discussion Questions

1. Would you say that Demas was a believer who went 
back to the world, or was not really a believer at all? 
give reasons.

2. is it possible for a person who serves the Lord to be a 
lover of this world, and as a result forsake the Lord? 
how?

3. What lessons can we learn for our spiritual lives 
from the life of Demas?

4. What is more important - what we do for the Lord or 
our love for him?

application Questions

1. how can one avoid the lure of this present world?

2. how can we have an eternal perspective of life?
3. how should the hope of Christ’s coming again change 

our way of living today?

memory Verse

1 John 2:15. Do not love the world or anything in the 
world. if anyone loves the world, the love of the father is 
not in Him.(NIV)

prayer 

Lord, help me to focus my eyes on You, and not on the 
world, so that i would not be drawn away from You. Let 
me be true to You till the very end. Let me finish well. 
Amen.

Vijay Thangiah 
 is a Bible Teachers and the 
former National Executive 
Director of India Youth For 

Christ.
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After two days of just lying 
there in pain, some workers 
found her and put her on a 
makeshift cot and loaded her 
into their jeep and drove 150 
miles over deep rutted roads 
to find a doctor who could 
set the broken bones. But the 
very bumpy ride damaged 
her bones so badly that her 
hip never completely healed. 
He says, “I visited my mother 
in her mud-covered hut 
several weeks after all of this 
happened. I watched as she 
took two bamboo crutches 
that she had made herself, 
and moved from one place 
to another with her feet just 
dragging behind because 
she had lost all feeling in 
them.” He says, “At age 75, 
with a broken hip, unable 
to stand on her own two 
legs, I thought that I made a 
pretty intelligent suggestion. 
I suggested that she retire.” 
He says, “She turned around 
and looked at me and said, 
‘What value is that? If we try 
to preserve this body just a 
few more years and it is not 
being used for God, of what 
value is that?’ So she kept on 
working. She kept on riding 
her donkey to villages until 
she was 93 years old... And 
she continued to tell people 
about Jesus Christ until she 
died at age 95.”

5. Caleb experienced what God 
had promised!

 He climbed the mountains 
and he defeated the giants 
– he claimed his possession. 
The name of the place Caleb 
inherited used to be called 
Kirjatharba (city of the four 
giants). Now it was named 
Hebron (seat of association 
or fellowship). Caleb refused 
to quit until he had obtained 
everything the Lord had for 
him! He refused to stop until 
he had obtained that place of 
fellowship with God.

 Where are you in your 
personal walk with the 
Lord? Have you entered into 
your victory, or are you still 
wandering around in the 
wilderness struggling day 
to day? God has a place of 
peace and power for you, but 
you must be willing to claim 
your possession. It isn’t for 
the faint-hearted, but it is for 
the faith-hearted. 

 Half-hearted Christians are 
faint-hearted Christians, and 
they never learn to conquer 
the giants in their lives.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.
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at creation: “then god said, 
‘Let us make man in our image, 
according to Our likeness;’ God 
created man in his own image, in 
the image of God He created him; 
male and female he created them.”

today: “But you have dishon-
oured the poor. is it not the rich 
who are exploiting you? Are they 
not the ones who are dragging 
you into court?”

inequality in the world is grow-
ing in leaps and bounds. god cre-
ated us equal, but the gap has only 
been growing. Yes, financial in-
equality; but  this affects all other 
aspects of life including health, 
education, opportunity and self-
esteem. Research shows that half 
the global wealth is concentrated 
in the hands of 1%. if you have 
`45 lakh worth of assets you fall 
in the top 10% of the wealthiest 
people in the world. those who 
have a net worth of more than  
`2.1 lakh are among the top 50% 
of the world’s wealthiest. this val-
uation includes property, bank de-
posits and other assets like gold, 
etc. so, to bring this home, most 
of the readers of this article fall at 
least in the top 50% of the world.

CyRIL GEORGESON this inequality has implica-
tions on other aspects of life. 
health professionals and econo-
mists have known for long that 
people who live in poorer societ-
ies have shorter lives. Now, not 
only this, but people live longer 
in countries with lower levels 
of inequality. on the other hand, 
people who live in countries with 
greater levels of inequalities even 
have greater incidence of mental 
health issues. 

Brought nothing, take nothing

With increasing resources 
entrusted to us comes greater 
responsibility. so, how do we as 
Christians take up this charge? 
Paul, while writing to timothy, 
reminds that “we have brought 
nothing into the world, so we 
cannot take anything out of 
it either. if we have food and 
covering, with these we shall be 
content. But those who want to 
get rich fall into temptation and 
a snare and many foolish and 
harmful desires which plunge 
men into ruin and destruction. 
for the love of money is a root 
of all sorts of evil, and some by 
longing for it have wandered 
away from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many griefs.”
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The first thing Paul writes is 
that which is accepted as common 
sense but does not find its way 
into practice – that we came with 
nothing and that we will finally 
take nothing physically with us. 
But then he addresses the issue of 
materialism head-on– there were 
people who, then, as now, want to 
get rich. And, these were disciples 
of Jesus he was talking about, not 
pagans. the subtle goal being to 
enrich self.

Andrew Carnegie was a scot-
tish-American industrialist and 
one of the richest persons of his 
time. he led the expansion of the 
steel industry and was known 
as the ‘steel man’. “Comrades,” 
he said, “i was born in poverty 
and would not exchange its sa-
cred memories with the rich-
est millionaire’s son who ever 
breathed. What does he know 
about mother or father? these 
are mere names to him. give me 
the life of the boy whose mother 
is nurse, seamstress, washer-
woman, cook, teacher, angel, and 
saint, all in one, and whose father 
is guide, exemplar, and friend - no 
servants to come between. these 
are the boys who are born to the 
best fortune. some men think that 
poverty is a dreadful burden and 
that wealth leads to happiness. 
What do they know about it? they 
know only one side; they imagine 
the other. i have lived both, and i 
know there is very little in wealth 
that can add to human happiness 

beyond the small comforts of life. 
Millionaires who laugh are rare. 
My experience is that wealth is 
apt to take the smiles away.”

flee the love of money

Andrew Carnegie is only echo-
ing what Paul wrote to timothy, 
that pursuing wealth leads finally 
to grief. “Money will buy me that 
house, but not a home. it’ll buy 
me a companion, but not a friend. 
it will buy me pleasure, but not 
happiness. Money will buy me a 
bed, but not a good night’s sleep. 
it will buy me a good time, but not 
peace of mind,” said America’s 
motivational speaker Zig Ziglar. 
But Paul continues that passage 
by admonishing the disciple to 
“flee from all forms of love of 
money and instead to pursue 
righteousness, godliness, faith, 
love, endurance and gentleness.” 
Many Christians have reversed 
this and pursue career, wealth 
and material security but are in-
different to faith, godliness, etc. 
Disciples make so many compro-
mises in their pursuit of wealth 
and material possessions. they 
compromise on their commit-
ments to their family and church 
because they find their identity in 
their job and status symbols that 
money can buy. We worry about 
tomorrow, when Christ only asked 
us to “seek the kingdom of god.” 
scripture even further warns that 
the consequences of love of mon-
ey can be very dire – it may lead 
one away from the faith.
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sending it up early

But then, some may not love 
money but may be in the top 1% 
or 10%. the Bible does not teach 
either the prosperity gospel or 
the poverty gospel. Paul has some 
instruction for those who may 
be materially blessed. he asks 
timothy to “instruct those who 
are rich in this present world not 
to be conceited or to fix their hope 
on the uncertainty of riches, but 
on god, who richly supplies us 
with all things to enjoy. instruct 
them to do good, to be rich in 
good works, to be generous and 
ready to share, storing up for 
themselves the treasure of a good 
foundation for the future, so that 
they may take hold of that which 
is life indeed.”

there is the tension between 
being wealthy and being humbly 
dependant on god. this cannot 
be taken for granted. so, the 
way to relieve this tension is to 
turn our eyes upon Jesus who 
gave the wealth and the capacity 
to profit out of hard work and 
talent. then there is the need 
to be indulgent – to indulge in 
good works and generosity. this 
requires conscious effort to turn 
our attention to others who are 
less privileged than us.

one day a wealthy old miser 
visited a rabbi who took him by 
the hand and led him to a window. 
“Look out there,” he said, pointing 
to the street. “What do you see?” 

“i see men and women and little 
children,” answered the rich man. 
Again the rabbi took him by the 
hand and led him to the mirror 
and said, “What do you see now?” 
“Now i see myself,” the rich man 
replied. then the rabbi said, 
“Behold, in the window there is 
glass, but the glass of the mirror 
is covered with silver, and no 
sooner is the silver added then 
you fail to see others but see only 
yourself.”  if you see self and all the 
respect and honour others ought 
to give you, you are on dangerous 
ground. You won’t be able to see 
others if self is in the image you 
hold in front of you.

in Deuteronomy the writ-
er says that there will al-
ways be poor people in the land. 
therefore, i command you to be 
openhanded toward your fel-
low israelites who are poor and 
needy in your land.” Will we? Let 
us honour both the poor and the 
rich, because they are both made 
in the image of god, but spend 
lavishly on to those who lack - 
may be the vegetable vendor, the 
maid in our home, the poor in 
our cities and the children on the 
streets. Remember, the rich we 
are proud of associating with, may 
also be those who are exploiting 
the poor!

Cyril Georgeson  
serves with InterServe 

and resides in Mumbai.
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CHRIST’S VISION  
FOR HIS CHuRCH

Sermon Outline 

STANLEy MEHTA

1) kingdom Ruler
 The Supreme Ruler is the Lord God Himself. Gen.1:1; Psa.45:6;103:19.
2) kingdom agent 
 God appointed a vice-regent called ‘man’ and made him God’s agent to rule the 

earth on His behalf. Gen.1:26;Psa.8:4-6.
3) kingdom Mandate
 The dominion mandate was clearly prescribed to mankind in Genesis and that is 

again reiterated by Jesus in the Great Commission. Gen.1:28;Matt.28:19-20.
4) kingdom Scope 
 As per Deuteronomy 28, man’s dominion covered every sphere.
5) kingdom Lost
 But man sinned and lost it all. Gen.3:1-9.
6)   kingdom Ruined
 Not only man disobeyed God, but he defected into Satan’s kingdom and thought 

he was getting a better offer than what God was offering. Gen.3:15.
7) kingdom usurped
 Now Satan controlled what man earlier controlled. Eph.2:2;1Cor.4:4.
8) kingdom Redeemed
 But Jesus came to redeem what was lost by Adam. 1Jn.3:8; Gen.3:15; Rev.1:18.
9) kingdom Power and authority
 Jesus regained all power and authority on behalf of mankind. Matt.28:18; 

Eph.1:20-21.
10) kingdom Embassy and ambassadors
 And Jesus empowers us to carry out His work on earth on His behalf.2Cor.5:20; 

Lk.10:19;Eph.3:10.
11) kingdom Restoration
 And one day we will see the full restoration of God’s kingdom here on earth. 

Rev.11:15;Isa.11:6-9;Rom.8:21.
12) kingdom warfare
 In the meantime, there is war. And we have to wage war against Satan and his 

hordes. 2Tim.4:7;Eph.6:13;Jas.4:7
13) kingdom Victory
 The ultimate victory is assured. Psa.93:1,2.
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NOTES aLONg 
THE JOuRNEY

WHILE WE ARE WAITING
OBy CHERIAN

While Paul was waiting 
in Athens, he was 
greatly upset when 

he noticed how full of idols the 
city was. so he held discussions 
in the public square every day 
with the people who happened to 
come by. Certain epicurean and 
stoic teachers also debated with 
him (Acts 17:16-18 gNB)

the computer is booting and 
we are waiting. What can we do 
with thirty seconds? We can say 
a prayer for our friends. there 
are yet 63 seconds before the 
light turns green. What can we do 
with a minute? We can remember 
a psalm or we can send an 
encouraging message. We have 
finished our work-out, had a bath 
and now it will be five minutes 
before dinner is ready. What can 
we do with five minutes? How 
about that letter that is waiting to 
be written? if we sit down to it we 
can get it done.

A good part of our lives is spent 
waiting. We could use these times 
to interact with a stranger and 
make him your friend. We could 
make a phone call or read the 

word from your mobile. You can 
make some notes for a lecture or 
even a few lines for the Light of 
Life magazine.

By the way, here is a little quiz 
for you. how many times does the 
phrase ‘light of life’ appear in the 
Bible? In the NIV I have counted 
five places in which it comes. 
Prominent among these are two 
verses – Psalm 56:13 and John 
8:12.

Jesus met the samaritan 
women while he was waiting by 
the well. he was on a journey 
and his disciples had gone to 
the equivalent of today’s dhaba 
or road side restaurant and he 
was just sitting by the wayside. 
his heart was on his mission 
even while he was waiting – a 
mission to save the world. But for 
him the world at that particular 
moment was the life of a woman 
who came to draw water. Like her 
he was also thirsty. A common 
need of a fellow traveller may be 
what will open the door into his 
world. When we have our goal 
in mind, we can be about our 
father’s business even while we 
are waiting. if we don’t have a 
plan for our time, it just vanishes 
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like dry ice before our eyes and 
we will be none the wiser.

John Chapter 4 does not say 
whether He finally had that drink 
of water, only that when the 
disciples came back with food 
Jesus was not hungry anymore. 
satisfying his hunger for his 
father’s will had dulled his lesser 
appetites.

What can we do while we are 
waiting? Jesus changed a lady’s 
life and through her a whole 
village was won and all that – 
‘while he was waiting’.

Meanwhile, the disciples 
were urging Jesus, “Rabbi, eat 
something.”

But Jesus replied, “i have a 
kind of food you know nothing 
about.”

“Did someone bring him 
food while we were gone?” the 
disciples asked one another.

then Jesus explained: “My 
nourishment comes from doing 
the will of god, who sent Me and 
from finishing His work” (Jn.4:31-
34 tLB).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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News

christian Group threatens 
stir

(TOI): the Christian community 
in gujarat have threatened to 
launch a state-wide agitation 
and also to take legal recourse 
if gujarat state school textbook 
Board (gsstB) failed to withdraw 
the controversial class iX hindi 
(second language) textbook. 
in one chapter of the textbook, 
the adjective ‘hevaan’, meaning 
demon, is used before the name 
of Jesus Christ. 

A six-member group from the 
gujarat united Christian forum 
for human Rights (guCfhR), led 
by Archbishop thomas Macwan, 
met the gsstB executive 
president, Nitin Pethani. the 
group asked Pethani why, despite 
three representations by the 
Christian body, the gsstB is yet 
to take action or even tender a 
public apology for the error.

Vhp slams plan for minorities 
helpline

(HT): Hardline Hindutva outfit, 
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP), 
has objected to a proposal by the 
National Commission for Minori-
ties (NCM) to start a helpline for 
minorities in distress. At its meet-

ing, chaired by the newly appoint-
ed chairperson syed ghayorul 
hasn Rizvi, the NCM had decided 
to expedite the process of set-
ting up the helpline, which could 
be used by minorities to register 
complaints against atrocities and 
communal violence.

The RSS-affiliate has however 
slammed the decision and dubbed 
it as one that will “foster separat-
ism.” surendra Jain, the joint gen-
eral secretary of the VHP, said the 
NCM’s move will strengthen the 
feelings of separatism in the Mus-
lim community and demanded 
the setting up of a “majority com-
mission.”

muslim prayer forced on 
christian Girl

(Christian Post): A young Chris-
tian schoolgirl in the Philippines 
recalled how teachers forced her 
to pray a Muslim prayer in order 
to pass a class, and ignored her ex-
planations that she now prays to 
Jesus instead. Persecution watch-
dog group open Doors usA said 
that the Christian girl, Jen-Jen, 
had been attending a Vocational 
Bible school in the southernmost 
region of the Philippines, where 
she learned Bible stories and lis-
tened to the pastor’s teachings on 
salvation and Christ. At her regu-
lar school, however, she described 
how authority figures looked 
down on her faith and forced her 
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to go against it. While the Philip-
pines is not listed on open Door’s 
World Watch List of countries 
where Christians face high perse-
cution, and even though Muslims 
make up only five percent of the 
Catholic-majority nation, there 
are certain areas where Chris-
tians themselves are a minority.

Vhp for scrapping minorities’ 
panel

(IANS): The VHP accused National 
Commission for Minorities (NCM) 
Chair syed ghayorul hasan 
Rizvi of fanning separatism 
and demanded its scrapping, 
a charge Rizvi rejected and 
said the panel is bridging gaps 
between different communities.
The VHP’s criticism came after 
Rizvi announced resumption of 
a commission helpline service to 
enable persons directly contact 
the statutory panel with their 
grievances.

VHP Joint General secretary 
surendra Jain said, “the very gen-
esis of a Minorities Commission 
is encouragement to separatism. 
isn’t the National human Rights 
Commission (NhRC) more than 
enough to safeguard the rights 
of all the citizens of the nation?” 
he demanded that the NhRC 
should be empowered while the 
Minorities Commission should be 
scrapped. Reacting to VHP’s alle-
gations, Rizvi said that the panel 
aims to safeguard the constitu-

tional rights of all minorities, not 
just Muslims, and that it cannot 
be wished away.

“the NCM was constituted in 
1992 by an Act of Parliament 
to safeguard the constitutional 
rights of all minorities, not just 
Muslims. it does not matter what 
any individual or organisation 
thinks about it,” Rizvi told iANs.

declare india a ‘hindu 
rashtra’

(The Indian Express): the All 
india hindu Convention, which 
met in goa, June 14 to 17, 2017, 
passed a resolution demanding 
that india and Nepal be declared 
‘hindu Rashtra’. over 342 del-
egates representing 132 right-
wing organisations from across 
india, Nepal, Bangladesh and sri 
Lanka attended the four-day con-
vention at Ramnathi in Ponda.
the convention adopted resolu-
tions to launch a ‘legal campaign’ 
against “rampant malpractices’ 
in administrative, commercial, 
educational and political domain. 
“only when these sectors are able 
to provide clean, corruption free 
and pro-people services to the 
society will it be possible to es-
tablish hindu Rashtra.”

angry mob Beat christian 
couple

(Christian Post): A mob of hindu 
radicals attacked the home of  
pastor Rohan and his wife Neha 
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in an undisclosed location in 
india. the angry mob wielding 
sticks accused the pastor of 
evangelising a young hindu boy 
in the village and demanded that 
he and his family leave the village. 
“they began to beat my wife and i 
until we bled… and then picked up 
our baby and threw him against a 
heap of stones,” Rohan told.“the 
trauma was so much, that my wife 
lost the baby she was carrying in 
her womb,” the pastor added.

christian Girls pressured to 
Become religious prostitutes

(Christian Post): some Christian 
girls in india are reportedly being 
pressured by their parents to 
become ‘devadasis’, or religious 
prostitutes who are ‘married’ 
to hindu gods and are taken 
advantage of by men at temples.
Mission Network News reported 
on the story of one 16-year-
old girl by the name of sumani.
sumani apparently revealed that 
her mother is pressuring her to 
become a devadasi, which albeit 
outlawed, is a practice passed 
down through generations in the 
hindu majority nation.

court stays Government 
action

(TOI): gujarat high court has 
stayed state government from 
taking any action against a school 
run by Christian missionaries 
in surendranagar district, 

after education authorities 
imposed a penalty on the school 
and threatened to cancel its 
permission for not giving free 
admission to poor students under 
the Right to education Act. the 
surendranagar District Primary 
education Committee imposed a 
penalty of `85000 on st thomas 
school in Limbdi town for refusing 
free admissions under the Rte 
laws. A private school is mandated 
to give free admission to poor 
kids on 25% seats in class 1. the 
school authorities argue that the 
school is not liable to give free 
admissions under Rte, because 
it is a minority institution. Justice 
s. g. shah stayed the authorities 
from taking any action against 
the school till August 21. the hC 
admitted the school’s petition 
by citing a supreme Court order 
and the school’s contention that 
Rte laws, so far as giving free 
admissions is concerned, is not 
applicable to a minority institution 
which is guaranteed all rights to 
establish and administer it under 
Article 30(1) of the Constitution.

church vandalised in west 
Bengal

(The Hindu): the 127-year-old 
st. Luke’s Church at Dayabari 
Mission gate in West Bengal 
was vandalised and burgled of 
old religious items and `3000, 
the church authorities said. 
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the damage was discovered 
by a church worker who came 
around 4.30 a.m. and found the 
lock of the main gate broken. 
on seeing the religious things 
strewn about and damaged, 
he reported the incident to the 
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church authorities, who filed 
a complaint with the police. 
the church is about 150 feet 
away from the convent where a 
septuagenarian nun was raped 
during a robbery in March 
2015.



68Light of Life August 2017

d

Pastoral Training Seminary is a ministry of Love Maharashtra, Pune

The Pastoral Training Seminary (PTS) is a member of The Master’s Academy International 
(TMAI), USA. TMAI is a consortium of 16 such Training Centres in 6 continents committed 
to excellence in Pastoral Training for effective ministry in local churches around the world. 
Degrees issued by PTS bear the seal and approval of this Academy.

185, Simpal Sancoale, Sancoale, Goa 403710
+91 58830222
+91 (0832) 6480150
info@pastoraltrainingseminary.org
www.pastoraltrainingseminary.org

Pastoral Training Seminary
Costs for Singles (Rs. 2000 per month) and 
Couples (Rs. 4000 per month; up to two
children free) covers tuition fees, 
accommodation and food.

Residential quarters are provided for both 
families and single men

Academic Year runs June-February

Residential Program

Applicants must be graduates with 
English proficiency.

We only train men who are genuinely saved 
and called and gifted to pastoral ministry.

Requirements
Personal Discipleship and Church 
Internship Oportunities

Emphasis on Practical Theology and 
Counseling

Courses that Ground the Student in 
Biblical Theology

Exegetical Training in Greek and Hebrew

Three-Year MDiv Program

Distinctives

Pastors must make service in the local church 
the highest priority in their ministries 
(Matthew16:18).

Personal godliness is essential to effective 
church leadership (see 1 Timothy 3:1-7).

Pastoral ministry must be focused on 
excellence in biblical exposition--“Preach the 
Word” (2 Timothy 4:2).

APPLY

NOW!

WE TRAIN PASTORS WHO PREACH AND LIVE CHRIST

www.pastoraltrainingseminary.org
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For software demo and pricing please contact George Abraham 
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