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(John 15:19)

Because you are not  
of the world,  

but I chose you out of the 
world, because of this  
the world hates you
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We are looking for qualified, experienced and committed teachers to teach in our 
School for the following subjects: 

Academic Head (A Post Graduation in academic degree with an experience in 
developing academic standards at school level).

English (M.A. Lit. and B. Ed. with experience and ability to steer English 
department at school level)

Biology (M.Sc. in Botany or Zoology with 3-5 years teaching experience in an 
ICSE/ISC School) 

Primary School teacher (trained in teaching in English medium School with 
minimum 3-5 years experience) 

Our School is a well reputed English Medium Christian School with over 550 
students (Nur-Std 12) situated in the heart of Manali, dist. Kullu (H.P.), affiliated to 
CISCE, New delhi. 

Salary is negotiable, based on qualification and experience. We provide free 
accommodation, free health coverage at our hospital (www.manalihospital.
com), 50% concession for children’s education in the School, vacation travel 
allowance, gratuity etc. 

For more information, please contact: Mr. Vijay Kumar, Principal,   
Mobile: +91 9816727575,   

Email: daystar.school@gmail.com  
For staff application form, please visit our Website: www.daystarmanali.com 

SCHOOL TEACHERS WANTED 
DAY STAR SCHOOL, MANALI, HIMACHAL PRADESH
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LETTERS

YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 

Lovely Resource! (June 2016)
I am glad to write this letter 

after a long gap. 
Jacob Ninan, in his candid 

editorial, portrays the directions 
in which today’s preaching is 
going. Lily Abraham, in her 
article Deception, cautions us 
about our vulnerability to be 
deceived by ourselves or by 
others. Of course, we live in an age 
where people have less interest 
in spirituality as Kempu points 
out. Zac Poonen’s usage of the 
phrase ‘diplomatic Christian’ is 
thought-provoking and down-
to-earth. Looking Unto The Rock 
of Ages by Suresh Manoharan 
is a beautiful and pedagogic 
poem. The indispensability of 
praying for our rulers is stoically 
underscored by Parichha. 
Selective or partial obedience 
is no good, says Swapna Peter. 
Yes, Binoy Kumar, we should 
always be on guard against the 
unguarded moments in life. I 
join V. M. Abraham in saying 
‘Maranatha’. All the responses 
to the debate question, “What 
is the most important thing 
we should do to draw people 
to Christ?” are useful to the 
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readers. They all boil down 
to the dictum: practice what 
you preach. Parents should 
never involve children in their 
conflicts. I appreciate the nine 
gems with which Oby Cherian 
concludes his Notes. How much 
time and other resources are we 
spending to bring a blessing to 
others? asks Cyril Georgeson.
Thank you, Vijay Thangaiah, 
for reminding everybody that 
“there is no gender inequality in 
God’s kingdom. 

LOL (June 2016) is an altogether 
lovely resource material! 

P.Selvaraj, Pollachi, 
Tamil Nadu.

Debate
Apropos June 2016 Edition 

of LOL, while all articles were 
edifying as usual, the one section 
which was at once edifying 
and inspirational was that of 
the Debate, “What is the most 
important thing we should do to 
draw people to Christ,” which, not 
quite surprisingly with mature 
Christians voicing their opinions, 
was not actually a Debate but an 
unanimous vote in essence for 
the Biblical pattern enshrined 
in the Scriptures: “Testimony 
sharing first, Gospel proclamation 
next” (Acts 8:25 ESV).

Kudos to the Editorial Board  
for choosing the ‘need of 
the hour’ topic and to all the 
participants who in their 
own different ways conveyed 
with one voice the utmost 
importance of sharing one’s 
testimony (through life and lip) 
first with the unbelievers, before 
introducing the Gospel to them.

Suresh Manoharan, 
Hyderabad, Telangana.

Anger
In the article Jesus Was 

Unpopular (June 2016) Zac 
Poonen, for whom I have great 
respect, writes that there is a 
command in Ephesians 4:26 to 
be angry, and that in certain 
situations we must be angry. 
Jesus instructed us, “Love your 
enemies and pray for them who 
despitefully use you (Matt.5:44). 
He prayed for all those who 
ill-treated Him and crucified 
Him (Lk.23:34). He never asked 
anyone to be angry. In John 
2:13-17 regarding the cleansing 
of the temple by Jesus, it is not 
stated anywhere that Jesus was 
angry. It was Jesus’ zeal for the 
house of God that He showed 
there (v.17). It is not stated in the 
gospel that Jesus beat anyone 
with the whip He had made. It 
is most likely that the whip was 
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intended to be used, if necessary, 
to drive out the oxen that were 
in the temple (v.15). Paul writes 
in Colossians 3:8 that we should 
put off anger. In Genesis we 
find that Cain was the first man 
in the world to be angry with his 
brother. God told Cain, “If thou 
doest not well, sin lieth at the 
door... And thou shalt rule over 
him” (4:7). God is love (1Jn.4:8). 
Anger is a devilish emotion 
that induces us to do nothing 
but sin only. Matthew Henry’s 
commentary says, “If we would 
be angry and sin not, we can be 
angry at nothing but sin only.” 
We cannot be angry at anything 
other than sin.

There are thousands of verses 
in the Bible. If we pick out a 
verse out of its context without 
considering what the Bible says 
on the same subject elsewhere, 
we may sometimes go wrong. 
Ephesians 4:31 (and many 
other verses) specifically and 
unambiguously tells us to put 
away anger.

There are several errors in 
Bible translations, especially the 
New Testament. For the correct 
English translation of Ephesians 
4:26 we need to refer to the 
original text (Greek/Aramaic) 
The Holy Spirit would not 

want us to be angry under any 
circumstance.

M. P. Koshy,  
Mallappally, Kerala.

Author’s Response
These paragraphs in the same 

article make the truth very 
clear.

“When was it Jesus was not 
angry? When they insulted Him, 
spoke evil of Him, slapped Him, 
beat Him, pull the hairs from His 
beard, spat on Him, crucified 
Him, He was never angry. He 
said, “Father, forgive them.” 

“When was Jesus angry? He 
was angry when God’s house 
was being defiled; when poor 
people were being exploited; 
when the Pharisees and the 
elders of the synagogue would 
not allow Him to heal a man 
with a withered hand on the 
Sabbath day (We read: “Jesus 
looked at them with anger” – Mark 
3:5). 

“So, we see the type of anger 
that we need to have is, when 
we see God’s house and God’s 
name being dishonoured; when 
we see poor people being ex-
ploited. And when is it we 
should never be angry? When 
people insult us, harm us, ex-
ploit us, and do all types of evil 
to us, and speak all types of evil 
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to us. So, in anything concern-
ing ourselves, we should never 
be angry. But when it concerns 
the purity of God’s house, and 
the way people exploit others, 
then we need to be angry.”

It is a pity that Christians 
are not angry today (like Jesus 
would be) when they see 
so many preachers and TV 
evangelists exploiting poor 
believers for their money. We 
are forced to conclude that such 
Christians are not like Jesus in 
this matter.

I have nothing further to 
add.

Zac Poonen

Gender Inequality
The article of Vijay Thangiah, 

No Gender Inequality in God’s 
kingdom, gave a real boost to 
me. Women are treated low 
and inferior than men in this 
world, but our Lord will never 
treat us like the men do. “In 
God’s kingdom the fullness, 
completeness and richness of 
His grace are available to both 
men and women” is a great truth 
that all should understand. In the 
sight of God all of us are equal. 
So I am waiting for my Saviour’s 
day to come soon on this earth. 
May God bless you all.

Daisy T. Michael

Dear Subscribers, Advertisers and Donors
As we have not been receiving communication from some of you 
subsequent to your remittance towards subscription, advertisement or 
donation by bank transfer or money order, we are unable to identify the 
subscribers, advertisers or donors who have sent us the payments. To avoid 
miscommunication, we request you to intimate us by e-mail or by post 
your name or the name of the organisation you represent and the details 
of the payment remitted. This will help us issue a receipt and update our 
records.
Payments towards subscription or its renewal, advertisement and donation 
can be made directly into Light of Life Magazine Savings Account 
No.003601021256 (IFSC Code: ICIC 0000036) in the Maratha Mandir 
Branch of ICICI Bank, under intimation to us with the details of the 
payment.
Thank you.
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Editorial
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THE PROGRESSIVE CHRISTIAN

To be progressive, in 
simple words, is to keep 
up with the times. Times 

are always changing, in terms 
of advancements in technology 
and transformation of culture, 
living conditions, educational 
systems, dress, music styles, 
social language, etc. Anyone 
who does not adapt himself to 
these changes is labelled as old-
fashioned. To be conservative, 
on the other hand, is commonly 
considered to be resistant to 
change and clinging on to the 
old ways. Put in this way, to 
be conservative has a bad smell 
about it, and everyone likes to be 
considered to be progressive.

Regrettably, what are also 
changing with the times are 
moral values. This moral decay 
has been taking place all the time, 
but we seem to have moved into 
an age that can be called ‘An 
age of shamelessness’. Sin has 
always been there, but as long 
as there was some semblance 

of conscience left among the 
masses, sins used to be hidden  
for fear of shame. Now 
immorality is being flaunted 
around, and the bolder the 
people are to depict immorality 
in the media or in personal 
lives, the greater recognition 
and accolades they get! Some 
young people are ‘coming out’ 
and declaring themselves to 
be aberrant in some way; and 
they seem to be basking in the 
attention they are getting!

After homosexual activists 
held marches in cities and in-
timidated people, including 
psychologists and psychiatrists 
who used to classify them as 
having a mental disorder, into 
accepting them as ‘normal’, they 
began to go for legal battles that 
finally got them permission for 
same-sex marriages. Embold-
ened by this, transgender people 
have begun to ‘come out’ and 
declare themselves, who claim 
to have a gender which is differ-
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ent from the physical and physi-
ological identity of sex they are 
born with. (‘Inter-sex’ is a new 
term that describes people who 
are born with a physical ambi-
guity in their sexual organs or 
hormones. Eunuchs are males 
who have been castrated. Some 
of these terms have been used 
inaccurately by many, and as 
a result, there is confusion on 
this aspect.) Transgenders claim 
to have a man’s mind while in 
a woman’s body or a woman’s 
mind in a man’s body. Some of 
them now claim to have a ‘fluid’ 
gender which may change from 
time to time! They are now de-
manding and getting rights in 
the US for a choice of public toi-
lets based not on their physical 
sex but on what they consider 
as their gender. We can see the 
direction in which this trend is 
going when parents decide not 
to tell the children whether they 
are boys or girls, but to leave it 
for the children to choose what 
they want to be!

Movies, TV comedy shows and 
reality shows are all very casual 
about sexual relations, and the 
more weird a relationship is 
claimed to be, the better laughs 
they get! Courts which bring out 
decisions that make immoral 
relationships and acts acceptable 
do so saying that their duty is 
only to interpret the law and 
not to get into moral issues. 

Little by little, people who 
watch the media and mix with 
people who are going immoral 
are beginning to lose their own 
moral opposition and inhibitions 
towards such behaviours, and 
finally they may even end up 
losing their own sense of moral 
values. Christians who oppose 
such things on moral grounds 
are ridiculed for not being 
compassionate or moving with 
the times.

Everyone is under tremendous 
social pressure to be seen as being 
progressive. This translates into 
accepting whatever ‘everybody 
else’ accepts. No one seems to 
have any right to oppose anyone 
else by pointing out that what 
someone else is doing is wrong. 
What happened to Lot in Sodom 
when he pleaded with the men 
there not to do wrong is similar 
to what is happening now. 
They told him, “This one came 
in as an alien, and already he is 
acting like a judge” (Gen.19:9). 
Those who refuse to support 
and those who try to help those 
who are into immoral activities 
are being penalised, and those 
who flaunt immoral activities 
are applauded! We can see now 
what Jesus forewarned about 
the last days when He said they 
would be like the days of Lot.

The single factor that has 
become so strong in society 
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that no one dares to oppose it 
is ‘personal choice’. According 
to this, no one has the right to 
question anyone else’s personal 
choices. This dictum is obviously 
not adhered to when someone 
murders another, for example, 
because the first person’s act 
is affecting another. But when 
people’s immoral acts are 
influencing the society at large, 
there is no penalty for that!

The progressive man is 
expected to go along with all 
this. When Christians want this 
label of being progressive, they 
first try to keep their opinions to 
themselves and be silent about 
such issues in public. But one by 
one Christian leaders here and 
there mark their support for the 
new trends, and over a period 
of time Christians begin to think 
that what ‘everybody else’ is 
saying must be having some 
truth in it. In their attempt to 
love the sinner and avoid being 
judgmental, they also begin to 
tolerate the sinner’s sins.

To protect ourselves from 
going in that direction, we need 
to remember that Jesus and the 
apostles have warned us about 
the moral downward slide that 
will be characteristic of the last 
times and be careful to watch 
out and avoid being taken 
captive by deceitful spirits. We 
must know that all that comes 

on the internet is not reliable, 
because the internet has made 
it very easy to publish material, 
and there are many who are 
misusing this powerful medium 
to spread deception and even 
blatant lies. It is also seen that 
even so-called scientific reports 
are not necessarily scientific 
because many writers are so 
much after fame or money that 
they flout scientific norms in 
their research and even bring out 
‘results’ that they wanted before 
they started their research.

As time goes on, we have to 
actually expect more and more 
hatred from the world when we 
stand for God and His truths. 
Jesus said, “If the world hates 
you, you know that it has hated 
Me before it hated you. If you 
were of the world, the world 
would love its own; but because 
you are not of the world, but 
I chose you out of the world, 
because of this the world hates 
you” (Jn.15:18,19). Prudence 
tells us not to intervene rashly 
without knowing who we are 
talking to, like throwing pearls 
before the swine, but there 
are other times we need to 
stand for God without fear of 
consequences. We Christians 
fail not only because we are 
unwilling to face the mockery or 
wrath of men, but also because 
there are not enough number of 
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hearts (Heb.4:12), or denying 
ourselves when we are tempted 
through the desires in our flesh 
(Jas.1:14,15). This is strong meat, 
isn’t it? What about forgiving 
others from our heart (Matt.6:12-
15;18:35), loving even our 
enemies (Matt.5:42,43), blessing 
those who curse us (Lk.6:28), 
being generous without looking 
for honour (Matt.6:2), giving to 
God cheerfully without a sense 
of compulsion (2Cor.9:7), etc.?

Grace is not only unmerited 
favour from God, but it is also 
the power of God to help us 
“to deny ungodliness and 
worldly desires and to live 
sensibly, righteously and godly 
in the present age” (Tit.2:11,12). 
People are not growing in 
grace and in the likeness of 
Jesus because this grace is not 
preached. Then they remain 
babies in Christ even years after 
coming to Christ (1Cor.3:1). And 
all the Christian programmes 
around them provide them 
with entertainment, dangerous, 
deceptive comfort and false 
hope.

Just look around and see.  
Which are the messages that 
are most popular? The most 
entertaining, the ones that 
appear to hold out hope for the 
future without dealing with 
real problems, the sensational, 
the impressive. When things 

get personal and deeper, 
the attendance comes down 
(Jn.6:66). What are the most 
enjoyed ‘devotionals’? The 
ones with an interesting story 
and a lesson even a child can 
understand. What are church 
going Christians exchanging in 
the social media to encourage 
one another (cf. Heb.3:13)? 
Platitudes, jokes, Bible verses 
(promises) set in a scenic 
background, etc. People are 
given to think that this is normal 
Christian life.

All of us who have received 
from the Lord something 
of precious value have a 
responsibility to share that with 
others who have not come that 
far in their spiritual journey. We 
are stewards of the grace we 
have received (1Pet.4:10). Let 
us not wait for a great revival 
to come, or some great leader to 
rise, but let our care for God’s 
kingdom and His people be 
seen in our ministering to His 
people according to the grace 
we have received. In the process 
of caring for the others, we 
will find that we ourselves get 
encouraged and strengthened 
(Rom.1:11,12).

 
 

We need to be ‘progressive’ 
in many ways, but when it 
comes to going against the 
truths God has given us in 
His word, we must remain 
‘conservative’ even when 

we are ridiculed for it.

us who are aware of or burdened 
by what is going on.

We need to be 
‘progressive’ in 
many ways, but 
when it comes 
to going against 
the truths God 
has given us in 
His word, we 
must remain 
‘conservative’ even when we 
are ridiculed for it. These are 
the last days of the Evil One on 
the earth, and if we would be 

faithful to our Lord and Master 
now, we shall reign with Him 

eternally. The Evil 
One will be in the 
lake of fire. Let us 
not fear man now 
and compromise 
on what our Lord 
has taught us.

Light of Life  
 P.O.Box 4576, 21 YMCA Road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai – 400008  

Telephone: 022-23076941 or 23095656  
Email: lightoflife1@rediffmail.com: lightoflife2777@gmail.com

  
 
 

Second Revised Edition  -  February 2016  
Is Sexuality a friend or foe? 
Is it an endowment or a curse? 
Is it a gift or a demon? 

These questions haunt our minds. 

Find out more within the pages of this book 

Only Rs.80/-

 
Available 

Now 

Light of Life  
 P.O.Box 4576, 21 YMCA Road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai – 400008  

Telephone: 022-23076941 or 23095656  
Email: lightoflife1@rediffmail.com: lightoflife2777@gmail.com

  
 
 

Second Revised Edition  -  February 2016  
Is Sexuality a friend or foe? 
Is it an endowment or a curse? 
Is it a gift or a demon? 

These questions haunt our minds. 

Find out more within the pages of this book 

Only Rs.80/-

 
Available 

Now 

Light of Life  
 P.O.Box 4576, 21 YMCA Road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai – 400008  

Telephone: 022-23076941 or 23095656  
Email: lightoflife1@rediffmail.com: lightoflife2777@gmail.com

  
 
 

Second Revised Edition  -  February 2016  
Is Sexuality a friend or foe? 
Is it an endowment or a curse? 
Is it a gift or a demon? 

These questions haunt our minds. 

Find out more within the pages of this book 

Only Rs.80/-

 
Available 

Now 

Light of Life  
 P.O.Box 4576, 21 YMCA Road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai – 400008  

Telephone: 022-23076941 or 23095656  
Email: lightoflife1@rediffmail.com: lightoflife2777@gmail.com

  
 
 

Second Revised Edition  -  February 2016  
Is Sexuality a friend or foe? 
Is it an endowment or a curse? 
Is it a gift or a demon? 

These questions haunt our minds. 

Find out more within the pages of this book 

Only Rs.80/-

 
Available 

Now 

Light of Life  
 P.O.Box 4576, 21 YMCA Road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai – 400008  

Telephone: 022-23076941 or 23095656  
Email: lightoflife1@rediffmail.com: lightoflife2777@gmail.com

  
 
 

Second Revised Edition  -  February 2016  
Is Sexuality a friend or foe? 
Is it an endowment or a curse? 
Is it a gift or a demon? 

These questions haunt our minds. 

Find out more within the pages of this book 

Only Rs.80/-

 
Available 

Now 

Order from



Light of Life 15 August 2016

ARE YOU RESISTING OR 
ASSISTING THE DEVIL?

Jerald Joseph
Failure to resist the devil is the result of our lack of faith,  

prayer and alertness.

The biggest challenge in 
the life of a Christian 
believer is to protect 

himself and his faith from the 
devil, the arch rival of God 
from before the foundation of 
this earth. He is called the chief 
deceiver, the one whom the 
Lord Jesus pronounced as the 
prince of the world (Jn.14:30). 
Jesus said that the 
devil, who was His 
prime enemy and 
the power reigning 
in this world, did 
not have any hold 
on Him.

Obeying God
Knowingly or 

unknowingly, we 
are engaged in a 
continuous war to 
protect our pre-
cious faith from the vicious at-
tacks of the devil. This is one of 
the reasons why God wants us to 
obey Him, so that we keep walk-
ing on the narrow path that leads 
to life. Disobeying God is obey-
ing the devil. Jesus said, “You 
cannot serve two masters.”

In Ezekiel 37:3-4, God asked 
Ezekiel a very strange question, 
“Can these bones live?” When 
Ezekiel replied, “Sovereign 
Lord, You alone know,” God 
commanded him, “Prophesy 
to these bones and say to them, 
‘Dry bones, hear the word of the 
Lord!’” Ezekiel resisted the devil 
by obeying God’s command 

to prophesy to 
those dry bones 
and became God’s 
instrument in 
bringing them to 
life.

We frequently 
encounter situa-
tions wherein we 
find ourselves ei-
ther resisting or 
assisting the devil. 
When we resist 

him with the word of God, he 
flees from us. It is when we fail 
to wield the spiritual weapon 
God has given us that we are 
in grave danger of assisting the 
devil to drag us away from God. 
Failure to resist the devil is the 
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situations wherein we find 
ourselves either resisting or 
assisting the devil. When 
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us. It is when we fail to 
wield the spiritual weapon 
God has given us that we 

are in grave danger of 
assisting the devil to drag 

us away from God. 
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result of our lack of faith, prayer 
and alertness.

Power To Obey
In order to resist and chase the 

enemy of our soul, we need to 
be equipped with weapons that 
are more powerful and deadly 
than the weapons of the enemy. 
God has equipped us with such 
weapons. The apostle Paul 
wrote in 2 Corinthians 10:4, “The 
weapons we fight with are not 
the weapons of this world. On 
the contrary, they have divine 
power to demolish strongholds.” 
The apostle has named those 
weapons in Ephesians 6:10-18. 
Being armed with such powerful 
weapons, we need to learn how 
to use them effectively to defeat 
the unseen enemy.

A relative of mine once said 
to me, “It is not possible to obey 
God’s word in these days.” Well, 
experience shows this is not 
true. The one thing God requires 
of us is our humble submission 
to Him and willingness to obey 
Him, and He will supply the 
power to obey. James 4:7 says, 
“Submit yourselves, then, to 
God. Resist the devil, and he 
will flee from you.”

Jesus, Our Model
Before our Lord began His 

public ministry, He fasted for 

forty days and forty nights in 
the wilderness, and when He 
was hungry, the devil made 
tempting offers to Him on three 
occasions with his evil intention 
of defeating God’s plan of 
redemption for mankind. The 
Lord resisted and defeated the 
devil with God’s word. When 
Jesus, the Son of God, needed to 
depend on the word of God to 
resist Satan, how much more we 
mortals need the same weapon! 
We have God’s promise in  
Psalm 91:11, “For He will 
command His angels concerning 
you to guard you in all your 
ways.” Just think of it, besides 
God’s word, we have His 
angels to protect and guard us 
constantly! How can we under-
estimate our value in God’s 
sight? We are provided with 
super Z-level security against 
our enemy, who is constantly 
devising plans to harm us and 
snatch us away from our blissful 
communion with God.

What About You?
It is possible that you have 

heard the gospel a number of 
times already, but have not 
responded, for whatever reason. 
Please do not postpone your 
decision to respond to Jesus, 
the living Word. Forsake your 
sins and turn to God for the 



Light of Life 17 August 2016

forgiveness that He freely offers 
through His Son Jesus Christ.

Romans 5:19 tells us, “For just 
as through the disobedience 
of the one man the many were 
made sinners, so also through 
the obedience of the one Man the 
many will be made righteous.” 
Jesus, the last Adam, obeyed 
God and offered Himself as a 
sacrifice for the sins of humanity. 
He paved the way to reconcile 
man with God through the 
redemptive process of shedding 
His precious blood on the cross 
of Calvary, so that you and I can 
be set free from the clutches of 
the devil.

Dear friend, this is the day of 
salvation for you; this is the time 
to decide and be born anew in 
Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit. 
If you decide today to resist the 
devil by receiving Jesus into 
your heart, the devil is bound 
to loosen his grip on you and 
you will be under the constant 
protection of God who will give 
you the strength to resist the 
devil. Decide today, before it is 
too late.

God bless you. 

Jerald Joseph  
pastors a church in Jodhpur 

and is a faculty in Haggai 
Institute of Advanced 

Leadership Training 
Institute.

me

with the community of
believers

me
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AGITATIONS AND KINGDOM 
CITIZENSHIP

Sukant Kumar Panda
Agitations within the kingdom of God cause damage to its 

citizens and God’s name.

Agitations, protests, 
strikes and stirs for 
various reasons are 

common in India and, sadly, 
they usually take ugly turns. In 
most cases, the leaders of agita-
tors abandon their duties as law 
abiding citizens and obligations 
and incite the mob to resort to 
violent actions that disrupt pub-
lic lives and damage properties.
Such destructive actions cause 
the exchequer and the public a 
huge loss and inconvenience. At 
stake are the dignity of the coun-
try and the safety of its citizens.

As followers of Christ, and as 
law abiding citizens, we need 
to stand in solidarity with those 
who agree that the citizens’ voices 
for their rights need to be ex-
pressed in a responsible manner, 
and not through destructive 
agitations. Some of the  
successful reformative protests 
in the world’s history, led by 
great leaders like Mahatma 
Gandhi, Nelson Mandela and 
Aung San Sui Ki, are praise 
worthy for their peaceful and 
non-violent protests.

The Lord Jesus Christ is 
the pioneer propagator of 
non-violence (Matt. 5). While 
Christians in India are generally 
recognised as a law-abiding 
and peace-loving community, 
I was compelled to ask myself, 
“How am I, a citizen of the 
heavenly kingdom, fulfilling 
my responsibility as a citizen of 
India?”

Heavenly Citizenship
As born-again Christians, we 

have the added privilege and 
honour of a ‘dual citizenship’ – 
in the country we were born in 
and in the kingdom we inherited 
the moment we were born-again 
(Php.3:20;Eph.2:19;Jn.3:5-7)! The 
Almighty God who rules the 
heavenly kingdom has assured 
us manifold blessings and hon-
ourable places in His kingdom 
(Lk.22:29-30). The knowledge 
and assurance of such a glorious 
future in God’s kingdom, where 
we will be enjoying the rights 
and privileges far beyond our 
imaginations, should motivate 
us to be responsible citizens in 
the present world, exhibiting 
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godly values of the heavenly 
kingdom which are bound to 
be noticed and appreciated by 
our fellow-citizens (Exo.20:1-5; 
Col.1:12-13;Mk.12:30-31).

God expects each one of us to 
be a part of His kingdom-build-
ing process of nourishing and 
cherishing ourselves and others 
by continually abiding in Him 
(Jn.15). Our complete obedience 
to God, and our life style that 
abides by the constitution of His 
kingdom,will certainly make us 
better citizens in this world.

Citizenship Violations
When I examined myself in 

the light of God’s word, I dis-
covered, to my dismay, that I 
have been guilty of violating the 
rules of the heavenly kingdom 
with a degree that is worse than 
that of the earthly violators! Our 
natural tendency is to go against 
God’s will, plan and purpose, 
and we do not hesitate to grab 
our share of worldly goods 
and run away from God, like 
the prodigal son (Lk.15:11-32). 
We are much like God’s chosen 
nation, the Israelites, who fre-
quently rebelled against God by 
indulging in idolatry and irre-
sponsible behaviour.

Looking into the whole per-
spective of worldly violent 
agitations carefully, we can dis-
cern that this happens mainly 

through our physical presence, 
words and actions. Let us look at 
the manner in which we Chris-
tians protest, or agitate, against 
God and His kingdom, of which 
we are citizens.

Withdrawal
We do it by withdrawing from 

our responsibility towards our 
near and dear ones as models of 
good citizens. Our withdrawal 
from the family prayer meeting, 
church attendance, Bible study 
and personal prayer and 
meditation are causes of high 
risks, which could eventually 
find us identifying with the 
ungodly (Psa.1:1,2). If this is a 
reality in Christendom, how 
can the Christians fulfil their 
obligation as good citizens in 
this world? When our love for 
God and communion with Him 
and with fellow-believers take 
the back seat, our situation soon 
becomes worse than that of the 
prodigal son in a distant country, 
far away from his father.

When our priorities are 
anything but God and His 
plans for us as a family and as a 
community, clearly set forth in 
His word, we are in danger of 
being cut off from God and His 
kingdom values, as also from 
one another. If the pastor, 
the church leader, the family 
head and the spiritual 
mentor take their God-given 
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responsibilities lightly, imagine 
the consequences. If a piece 
of coal is taken away from the 
other burning coals, its fire soon 
gets extinguished; and if all the 
burning coals are taken away 
from each other one by one, 
there will be no fire left. Too 
many churches in India and in 
the western world are closing 
down because people no longer 
feel the need to gather together 
to worship God. The Forerunner 
magazine reported that an 
old Baptist church in Scotland 
which had 800 members is now 
struggling for survival, with 
only 40 faithful worshippers 
remaining.

Spreading Bitterness
Secondly, we agitate by our 

silence or by misusing our  
tongue. When we are upset with 
God, we stop talking to Him, 
expressing our silent protest. 
This attitude hinders us from 
giving Him the glory He truly 
deserves. And when we are 
vocal in agitating, we use our 
tongue to express our bitterness 
against God and others 
(Jas.3:6;Psa.14:1). The inevitable 
result is strained and broken 
relationship with God and with 
one another. Tragically, we 
have innumerable instances of 
families, neighbourhoods, the 
church, Christian organisations, 
institutions and the national 

politics being divided and 
threatened with destruction 
when bitterness in the heart 
is expressed through abusive 
words and physical assaults.
Christians, who are also the 
citizens of God’s kingdom, have 
the solemn responsibility of 
living according to the principles 
of God’s kingdom to bring peace 
and justice in a world where 
bitterness spreads like wild fire.

Destructive Actions And 
Inactions

Finally, we agitate against 
God’s kingdom most violently 
by our action as well as inaction, 
making it obvious to the people 
of this world that something 
is seriously wrong with the 
body of Christ. Some of our 
acts of vengeance are so blatant 
that they make headlines in 
the media, exposing us to the 
attacks of the enemies of God’s 
kingdom. We fail to realise that 
we deny God publicly when 
we quarrel with one another in 
the family, in the church, in our 
neighbourhood and at our work 
places. We deny God when 
we allow greed for money and 
material things to dominate us 
to the extent that we are willing 
to stoop to the lowest level of 
morality in order to get those 
things. It is so sad that Christians 
degenerate to this level when 
they cross all boundary lines 
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and are no longer walking with 
Christ. They are no better than 
Judas Iscariot who stooped so 
low to betray Jesus, just for the 
love of money.

Another set of destructive ac-
tions that is common in Chris-
tendom is the lust for power, 
position and property. Aren’t 
these actions as destructive to 
Christianity as the burning and 
destroying of railway stations, 
vehicles, malls and other public 
property are to the very fabric 
of a civilised society? Agitations 
within the kingdom of God in-
variably cause damage to its 
citizens and God’s name.

Similarly, our inaction and 
passivity in the face of injustice, 
poverty and corruption in the 
world and in Christendom are 
equally destructive to the cause 
of Christ – that of reconciling 
the world to Himself (Isa.1:7-
17;2Cor.5:18-19). Jonah’s story is 
a glaring example of those who 
prefer to run away from God 
and watch the world hurtling to 
its destruction, rather than take 
positive action to save the world 
(Jon.1:1-3). 

Conclusion
Dear citizens of God’s 

kingdom, while our agitations 
and their harmful effects may 
not be visible to everyone 
(although they are very real), 
we still retain the kingdom 
citizenship. Nevertheless, the 
invisible scars of our rebellious 
agitations are too many for us 
to ignore. Therefore, we need 
to come to our senses and 
respond to the Holy Spirit as 
He convicts us of our shameful 
and destructive agitations. 
The heavenly kingdom and its 
citizens are so precious in God’s 
eyes that He grieves over His 
people and waits for them to 
turn back to Him.

So, let us be loyal and 
responsible citizens of this 
world and of God’s kingdom as 
we turn every stumbling block 
of trial and temptation into 
stepping stones to achieve the 
goals God has set before us. 

Sukant Kumar Panda 
is  a specialist in donor 

engagement at World 
Vision India, New Delhi.
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START ENGAGING, STOP 
IGNORING THE YOUTH

Swapna Peter
Why are the youth not coming forward to accept  

leadership responsibilities?

Young people look to the 
church for something or 
someone to turn their 

lives inside out and the world 
upside down. The challenge 
today is, “Can the church fulfil 
their desire?”

Youth years are precious – 
that stage in our lives when we 
have more energy, passion and 
a strong will to do anything 
and everything we want to do. 
Energy and enthusiasm are at 
their peak as they work towards 
the goal of seeing their life’s 
dreams fulfilled. In a nutshell, 
youth age is important and 
fascinating. The word of God 
tells us, “Let no man despise thy 
youth; but be thou an example 
of the believers, in word, in 
conversation, in charity, in spirit, 
in faith, in purity” (1Tim.4:12).

If Christ is your navigator and 
the church is your aircraft in your 
youth, you can be as effective as 
David, Samuel and many other 
men and women of God. David 
was only a young boy when he 
knocked the giant Goliath to the 
ground, and so was Samuel the 

prophet when God called him to 
minister.

Where Are Our Youths?
Are our youths actively 

involved in the church, or 
are they engaged in ‘worldly 
activities’ like the social media 
(mobile phone, internet, TV, 
movies, parties, friends)? There 
are four categories of youths out 
there, who are potential ‘living 
organisms’ in the church.

Engagers are the ones who are 
deeply involved, interested and 
engaged in church activities.

Non-engagers are those who 
attend church regularly, but do 
not involve in any activities. 
They are disinterested, prob-
ably because they feel ignored 
and unwelcome, or they see fa-
vouritism and partiality (when 
children of pastors, elders, influ-
ential members get more expo-
sure, privileges and benefits), or 
there are conflicts and unhealthy 
politics.

ECG/ Celebrators are those who 
are found in church on Easter, 
Christmas and Good Friday. 
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They are disconnected with the 
church and think it is not the 
right place for them.

Disconnectors are those who 
are totally disconnected with the 
church because their priorities 
are anything but God and 
religion.

It is my observation that, 
while quite a few youngsters 
are present in the church, just 
a handful of them are active 
in the choir, the worship team, 
making arrangements for 
functions, etc.Some are there 
because they are forced by their 
parents, and for some it is just a 
Sunday ritual.

The Senior Leaders
When it comes to taking up 

specific responsibilities as lead-
ers for the spiritual growth of 
the members, very few youths 
offer themselves to serve in the 
outreach ministries and dis-
cipleship training programmes 
of the church. The older church 
leaders have a very important 
role to play in encouraging, 
guiding, engaging and mould-
ing the younger generation so 
that they are equipped to take 
on the mantle of the mission of 
the church. Are the senior lead-
ers doing this? If not, they are 
in danger of being barriers and 
stumbling blocks to the spiritual 
growth of the church.

Why are the youths not com-
ing forward to accept leadership 
responsibilities? I have identi-
fied six reasons, besides the few 
mentioned above, for the leader-
ship crisis in the church today.
1. The youngsters are looking, 

in vain, for a convincing 
reason why the church 
and its divine mission are 
important.

2. The senior leaders have 
failed to exhibit the Chris-
tian values in their lives that 
can transform society into a 
loving and caring commu-
nity.

3. We have failed to lay a 
strong Biblical foundation in 
the children at home and in 
the Sunday school.

4. Some of the young adults 
lack a first-hand faith—a faith 
of their own—and a personal 
relationship with Christ.

5. We lack vision for our chil-
dren. “Vision without action 
is a day-dream. Action without 
vision is a nightmare,” says 
an old Japanese proverb. 
There are churches that pro-
vide interesting activities for 
their youths, but they lack 
the vision. Then there are 
churches that have the vi-
sion, but their activities are 
not aligned with the vision 
God has given them. Sadly, 
both miss the mark.
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6. Lack, or absence, of Biblical 
counselling so indispens-
ably needed to help the 21st 
century youths overcome 
temptations, peer pressures 
and the challenges they face, 
and also to guide them in 
their career choices, emo-
tional needs and relation-
ship problems. 

What The Youths Need
They need Jesus Christ, the 

true Friend, the only Saviour 
and Mediator who has saved 
us from our sins 
and reconciled 
us with God. 
They can receive  
Jesus into their 
hearts by con-
fessing and for-
saking their sins 
and turning to 
God for forgive-
ness. When they do that, they 
will be forgiven and saved 
from eternal death. Not only 
that, they will be given the 
gift of eternal life and the 
right to be called ‘children of 
God’(Jn.1:12;3:16;Rom.6:23).
This would be the beginning of 
their relationship with Christ, 
and as this relationship grows, 
it will sustain them when their 
faith is challenged by the temp-
tations and trials they face.

If the parents fail to share this 
good news with their children, 
the church should take up this 
responsibility and then nurture 
them in their new-found 
relationship with Christ. They 
will not be lost to the world.

The Role Of The Church
The church (the pastor and 

elders) needs to take owner-
ship of Sunday school and 
youth ministries. Failure to 
shape and mould the children 
in their tender age will result 

in the downfall of 
the church, sooner 
than later. Lead-
ing small children 
to the Lord Jesus 
by giving them a 
systematic foun-
dational teaching 
of the Bible, and 
being their role 

models, is the best gift that a 
church can give itself and the 
society at large. To be effective 
in the children’s ministry in our 
modern era, we need to change 
the outdated teaching methods 
to make learning more exciting 
and periodically organise train-
ing sessions for the teachers.

The church also needs to 
adapt to the culture the young 
generation is growing in, with-
out compromising Christian 
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new-found relationship 
with Christ. They will not 

be lost to the world.
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values. This would require the 
teachers and leaders to make 
efforts to understand the child, 
his/her likes and dislikes, 
interests and talents, and the 
challenges he/she faces in life. 
The teachers will then be in 
a better position to guide the 
children in their effort to apply 
the Biblical truths to their lives 
for a wholesome growth so that 
they gladly respond to God’s 
call and take up leadership in 
their church. The children will 
also be happy that they are 
valued, important and precious 
in the church. 

Above all, we cannot 
overemphasise the need for the 
church leaders to pray for their 
children as well as with them. 
Let us keep them immersed in 
the word and teach them how 
to engage in conversation with 
God everywhere and all the 
time. They are our sheep and 
lambs who need to be fed the 
spiritual manna.
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LET ME LIVE
Christiana Joseph

I am a heart-beat in the 
tummy of my mummy. 
My anxious mummy 

and daddy are consulting the 
doctor... 

Please let me live – I am a girl.
I am a young girl. I can sense 

discrimination at home. My 
brother gets whatever he wants 
and is not reprimanded when 
he mocks and hurts me. And  
I am expected to give in – always. 
I am told, “You are a girl.”

Please let me live.
I am a young woman at work. 

I face discrimination in male-
dominated society, and my 
achievements go unappreciated. 
I am underpaid for my work.

As I commute, I feel unsafe. 
I fear the probing eyes of men, 
the ‘accidental’ touch, the 
molestation, and worse.

Please let me live.
I am a young married woman. 

I have left my home, my parents 
and siblings to live with my 
husband and his family as my 
own. Here I am discriminated 
as ‘the daughter-in-law’. I am 
dissected under the microscope 
for all I do and say, and for all 
I leave undone and unsaid. My 

husband is no better. He takes 
my pay-cheque and expects me 
to work at home too, regardless 
of my hectic work schedule at 
the office.

Please let me live.
Is there any hope for me? Let 

me live.
Yes, there is hope! A man can 

make a whole lot of difference 
in the life of a woman. A father 
can say, “Yes, we want this baby 
girl, we want to welcome the 
darling little girl into our home 
and give her a warm, safe and 
secure place to grow up. She 
will be loved, she will be given 
the best possible education and 
allowed to pursue her dreams. 
She and her brother will be 
given equal opportunities.

She will be married to a 
caring man who will love her 
unconditionally. A husband can 
make a great difference in the 
life of his wife by being sensitive 
to her needs and feelings, and 
by helping her in every way 
possible.

Boys should be educated 
at home to be gentle with 
girls and women, to treat the 
grandmother with respect and 
help the mother at home. They 
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should be taught how to defend 
and protect their sisters, treating 
them as fragile, delicate flowers. 
If all homes educate the boys 
to respect the girl child, there 
should be no molesting and 
rape of girls. If all fathers lead 
by example, boys will learn to 
be loving and considerate.

Imagine a world without 
women! Imagine a garden 
without the pretty, fragile 
multi-coloured flowers gently 
waving in the breeze, their subtle 
fragrance adding to their beauty

I appeal to men – fathers, 
husbands, co-workers, the man 

on the street – give us the respect 
due us. We women love life. 
We love our families. We will 
do anything to make our world 
and your world a happier place. 
Please let us live.

“I have set before you life and 
death, blessing and cursing. 
Therefore choose life that both 
you and your descendants may 
live” (Deut.30:19).

Christiana Joseph 
is a Clinical Sonologist and is 

also involved in Evangelical 
Union ministry and 

distributing Bibles through the 
Gideons International in India.
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Of SCARS: SCARY AND  
NOT-SO-SCARY!

Suresh Manoharan
Being left behind is bad enough, but if those left behind stoop 

further down and wear that scary scar, they would come directly 
under God’s wrath.

Well, let me begin with 
an interesting boxing-
related episode. Larry 

Holmes, the undisputed world 
heavy-weight boxing champion 
from 1978 to 1983, in his younger 
days was a sparring partner of 
the most popular of all heavy 
weight champs in boxing history 
– the one and only Mohammed 
Ali. 

Some wouldn’t believe that 
the upcoming and not-so-
famous (at that time) Holmes 
was indeed Ali’s training 
partner when he raved about it 
in his neighbourhood. “I had to 
pull out pictures of me with him 
to prove it,” wrote Holmes in 
his biography. Finally, one day 
the ‘blessed moment’ arrived. 
Despite all the protective gear 
during the training sessions, 
one punch of Ali landed square 
on Holmes’ right eye giving him 
instantly the ‘black eye’. What 
was Holmes’ reaction to it? This 
is what he said, “I wouldn’t put 
ice on it. I wouldn’t put dark 
glasses on. I went around telling 
people, ‘Ali gave me this black 

eye.’”. Boy, was he mighty proud 
about the fact that he bore on his 
body the mark that marked him 
as Ali’s training partner?

Ditto with the apostle Paul 
who spoke proudly, “I carry 
on my body the scars of the 
whippings and wounds from 
Jesus’ enemies that mark me as 
His slave” (Gal.6:17 TLB). This 
article endeavours to present 
the significance of some Biblical 
scars, some scary and some not-
so-scary. Well, firstly the not-so-
scary ones.

Skin And Spirit
On fulfilment of certain 

conditions, Exodus 21:6 outlines 
the ‘not-so-scary’ procedure 
that would produce a scar on 
the ear of a Jew which would 
mark him as a permanent slave 
to his master, who otherwise 
would have no power to enslave 
him beyond a 6-year span 
(Exo.21:1-5).

As Christians, we may not 
begin our Christian journey 
bearing any physical marks 
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of our life-long subjection and 
commitment to Christ, but in 
our spirits there would be that 
indelible mark of the cross, 
which would make us more and 
more heaven-inclined and less 
and less earth-oriented by the 
day (Gal.6:14).

While on the subject of 
slavery, it is simply remarkable 
to note how the half-brothers 
of our Lord Jesus (Matt.13:55), 
James and Jude, address 
themselves in their respective 
epistles. After the resurrection 
of Jesus, so transformed were 
these erstwhile mockers of their 
‘Elder Brother’ (Jn.7:3-5) that, 
far from addressing themselves 
as ‘brothers of Jesus’, they 
amazingly stoop down and call 
themselves ‘bond-servants’.

Bible students familiar with 
the Greek language and culture 
of the first century would know 
that there were two types of 
slaves at that time. Firstly, 
andropodon, the one bought 
in the market, who had some 
‘rights’ and on fulfilling some 
‘conditions’ could walk away 
free from his master; but a 
doulos slave was one who was 
born in his master’s household 
(his parents would have been 
slaves at the time of his birth) 
and was thus consigned to life-
long slavery from birth. It is a 
measure of James’ and Jude’s 

humility, plus their commitment 
to their Master, (with ‘a scar’ of 
the cross in their hearts) that 
from the time of their second 
birth they called themselves 
as slaves of not andropodon but 
doulos genre.

Slave And Spirited
Back to the apostle Paul’s spir-

ited declaration of his slavery in 
Galatians 6:17. Paul was proud 
of his bodily scars, obviously an 
offshoot of all the physical per-
secutions he endured patiently, 
which stood as a silent testimony 
of his tremendous commitment 
to the Lord and which marked 
his persevering, faithful service 
to the Master till the very end 
(2Cor. 11:24-27;2 Tim. 4:7,8).

Dear Christian, if you are 
persecuted by the stooges of the 
‘roaring lion’ (1Pet.5:8), that is a 
good sign, for it means you are 
really “wrenching out the Lord’s 
lambs from his ruthless jaws” 
(1Sam.17:34-35. Note the lion’s 
act of aggression only when the 
Shepherd strives to release the 
lamb from its murderous jaws).

Feed the Master’s flock with 
sound doctrine (3Jn.1:9-10), 
for the Enemy who is not so 
much bothered by ‘Christians 
who are cooling their heels’ is 
indeed troubled by only those 
who engage him in fierce battle 
(Eph.6:11;1, Pet.5:9) whilst in 
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pursuit of their Master’s goal 
of not only rescuing souls from 
the domain of darkness, but also 
of subsequently feeding and 
safeguarding them properly 
(Matt.28:18-20;Jn.21:16-16).

Mind you, scars sustained in 
fulfilling the Master’s ‘agenda’ 
selflessly can sometimes be 
‘emotional’ in nature, for out of 
the mouth of the agents of the 
great Serpent can come some 
venomous words meant to 
break hearts (break ‘the will’) 
of a sincere servant of Christ 
(Psa.64:3;Pro.12:18 TLB); but the 
diligent righteous ones leaning 
on the Master’s power would 
nevertheless ‘soldier on’, always 
punching above their weight, 
to use the boxing parlance 
(Zech.4:6;2Cor.4:7)! 

All said and done, whatever be 
the nature of the scars (physical 
or emotional) inflicted by the 
Enemy (the degree of which 
is permitted by our sovereign, 
all-wise Lord for our own 
welfare – 1Cor.10:13;Rom.8:28) 
– they ought to serve in our 
lives as a motivating force for 
undertaking greater works for 
His glory rather than being a de-
motivating factor.

Salvation And Set
Are you spurred on to live 

a God-pleasing life, to serve 
Him selflessly by your love for 

the Master who first loved you 
immensely (2Cor.5:14;1Jn.4:19)? 
If the answer is yes, then praise 
God, you are on the right track. 
Now consider this: doesn’t 
Jesus carry, even today, ‘scars’ 
on His glorified body (Jn.20:24-
28;Rev.5:6 TLB) which are a 
proof of His unending love 
which galvanised Him to not 
only forsake the heavenly glory 
for your salvation, but suffer 
immeasurably for it? While 
His excruciating ordeal on the 
cross was time-bound, the scars 
which were an off-shoot of it 
are ‘set in stone’, so to speak. 
Simply put, they are eternal in 
nature. Shouldn’t realisation of 
this truth make us fall in love 
with our Saviour over and over 
again? 

In this connection, I would 
like to bring before you a true, 
touching story.

There was an orphaned 
boy living with his grandma 
when their house caught fire. 
The grandmother, trying to 
get upstairs to rescue the 
boy, perished in the flames. 
The boy’s cries for help were 
finally answered by a man who 
climbed an iron drain pipe and 
came back down with the boy 
hanging tightly to his neck. 
Several weeks later, a public 
hearing was held to determine 
who would receive custody of 
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the child. A farmer, a teacher, 
and the town’s wealthiest citizen 
all gave the reasons they felt they 
should be chosen to give the boy 
a home. But as they talked, the 
lad’s eyes remained focused 
on the floor. Then a stranger 
walked to the front and slowly 
took his hands from his pockets, 
revealing severe scars on them. 
As the crowd gasped, the boy 
cried out in recognition. This 
was the man who had saved his 
life. His hands had been burned 
when he climbed the hot pipe. 
With a leap the boy threw his 
arms around the man’s neck 
and held on for dear life. The 
other men silently walked away, 
leaving the boy and his rescuer 
alone. Those marred hands had 
settled the issue.

Supernal And Sublime
No eye has seen, no ear has 

heard, and no heart has ever 
imagined what God has in store 
for those who love Him, once 
they reach the heavenly shores 
(1Cor.2:9). One of the supernal 
and sublime glories which, 
doubtless, await those who 
carried the ‘scar of the cross’ in 
their sincere walk with the Lord, 
would be another ‘eternal scar 
of glory’ in their foreheads. “His 
name will be on their foreheads” 
(Rev.22:4).

When one considers that His 
name is matchless (Php.2:9), 
one would get a faint idea of the 
glories awaiting him/her at the 
‘other end of the horizon’. “For 
I consider that the sufferings 
of this present time are not 
worth comparing with the glory 
that is to be revealed to us” 
(Rom.8:18).

Scary And Shirk
After the rapture of the church, 

the false prophet of 7-year 
tribulation period, at the behest 
of the ‘king’ (Anti-Christ), will 
insist that everyone left behind 
bear a ‘scar’ on their hand or 
forehead (Rev.13:16), nose-
thumbing directly as it were 
at the Scriptural instruction 
expected of God’s people during 
the Biblical times (Exo.13:9).

Being left behind is bad 
enough, but if those left behind 
stoop further down and wear 
that scary scar, they would come 
directly under God’s wrath 
(Rev.16). 

A gentle, but firm, warning: if 
you have not accepted Christ yet 
as your Saviour, now is the time 
for you to take that leap of faith 
(2Cor.6:2) to avoid the hell-fire 
like circumstances of imminent 
7-year tribulation period, by 
praying this prayer of confession 
sincerely, “Heavenly Father, I 
am a sinner by birth and choice. 
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I believe Your Son Jesus, as the 
Scriptures foretold, came into 
this world and died an atoning 
death for my sins. I accept 
Him as my Lord and Saviour 
this very moment. Release that 
heavenly comfort of the Holy 
Spirit into my heart as proof of 

Suresh Manoharan  
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your forgiveness of all my sins 
and the birth of a new life in me. 
In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.”
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noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 
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THE DISCIPLE AND THE  
PRObLEM Of EVIL 

Imanuel G. Christian
The problems of pain and evil are as old as mankind.

If God is good, why 
is there chaos in the 
world? If marriage is 

ordained by God, why are there 
so many difficult marriages and 
divorces? If God created man in 
His image, why does man lack 
love? Why can’t a loving and 
almighty God fix the problems 
of this world? These are some of 
the questions that the agnostics, 
and even some of the religious 
people, ask.

Not many people think about 
things beyond their daily rou-
tine in life. Probably, for the ma-
jority of world’s population the 
daunting issues are confined to 
these questions, “What shall we 
eat? What shall we wear? Where 
shall we get the things that will 
make us happy and comfort-
able?” They leave questions like 
“What is the meaning of life? 
Who am I, where do I come 
from, and what is my ultimate 
destiny?” to the philosophers.

The Philosophers
Many men of God have asked 

such questions. Asaph, one of 
the psalmists, wondered why 

the evil succeeded and the good 
suffered (Psa.73:1-4). A prophet 
of God cried out, “How long, 
Lord, must I call for help, but 
You do not listen. Or cry out 
to You, ‘Violence!’ but You do 
not save? Why do You make 
me look at injustice? Why do 
You tolerate wrongdoing? 
Destruction and violence are 
before me; there is strife, and 
conflict abounds. Therefore the 
law is paralyzed, and justice 
never prevails. The wicked hem 
in the righteous, so that justice is 
perverted” (Hab.1:1-4).

Philosophers raise such ques-
tions, but they do not  provide 
any answers. Only God, whose 
existence we sometimes doubt 
because of life’s perplexities, 
has the answers. The questions 
raised by philosophy can only 
be answered by theology. The 
problems of pain and evil are 
as old as mankind, and people 
of all generations have wrestled 
to solve them. Let me give three 
of the most basic and simple 
answers the word of God pro-
vides.
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The Fall
First, evil is not God’s creation. 

In the beginning, everything 
created by God was ‘good’. In 
the creation account of Genesis, 
it is noted that God surveyed 
His creation and “saw all that 
He had made, and it was very 
good” (Gen.1:31,10,12,18,21,25). 
Adam and Eve were happy 
being in charge of the rest of the 
creation. They were in perfect 
harmony with the creation and 
in complete fellowship with 
the Creator: no evil, no pain, no 
suffering, because “God created 
mankind upright” (Eccl.7:29).

But then, something happened 
that messed up everything. 
Man, created in the image of 
God, free from evil, in harmony 
with the creation and in perfect 
fellowship with the Creator, 
was beguiled, and instead of 
enjoying his blessings, he desired 
to be like God, facilitating 
sin’s entry in the world. Every 
wrong we see in the world 
today originated from this one 
act of disobedience. Man was 
alienated from God and the 
creation was cursed because of 
him. Surely, we cannot blame 
God for the evil and pain in the 
world. “This only have I found: 
God created mankind upright, 
but they have gone in search of 
many schemes” (Eccl.7:29).

Secondly, the Bible tells us that 
the sovereign God, who knows 
the end from the beginning, 
uses the painful experiences of 
life to draw us closer to Him and 
experience His joy and peace in 
our hearts. God has created us 
in such a way that we can never 
find peace and joy without His 
presence in our hearts. “For 
without Him, who can eat or 
find enjoyment?” (Eccl.2:25). The 
emptiness that sin and suffering 
has created in our hearts can 
never be filled by even the best 
that this world offers.

The Restoration
Evil is not God’s problem, evil 

is not without purpose and evil 
has an end. While good and 
evil coexist in the world, there 
will come a time when evil will 
be destroyed and good will be 
preserved. As in the Garden of 
Eden, mankind will once again 
be in complete harmony with 
the creation and fully restored 
to fellowship with the Creator. 
“Look! God’s dwelling place is 
now among the people, and He 
will dwell with them. They will 
be His people, and God Himself 
will be with them and be their 
God. He will wipe every tear 
from their eyes. There will be 
no more death or mourning or 
crying or pain, for the old order 
of things has passed away” 
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(Rev.21:3-4). The paradise lost in 
Genesis 1-3 will be regained in 
Revelation 21-22. And the rest of 
the Bible, between the prologue 
and the epilogue, is the story 
of the redemption provided by 
God to take care of the evil, to 
destroy the evil and save the 
evildoer.

To live happily ever after 
is a God-inspired longing of 
every human heart. Solomon 
said, “He has made everything 
beautiful in its time. He has 
also set eternity in the hearts of 
men” (Eccl.3:11). Fairy tales are 
but the reflection of this longing 
of every human heart. A major 

difference between the fairy tale 
and the story of the Bible is that 
the latter is not a fairy tale. It is 
only through the true story of 
the Bible that this longing of the 
human heart can be fulfilled. 
“For God so loved the world 
that He gave His one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in 
Him shall not perish, but have 
everlasting life” – live happily 
ever after in the presence of God 
where there is fullness of joy 
(Jn.3:16; Psa.16:11).
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THE DIVINE POTTER
J. N. Manokaran

In the Christian life, each believer is decorated with pain,  
suffering and sacrifice.

The Lord tells Jeremiah 
the prophet to go to 
the workplace of a pot-

ter. When Jeremiah goes there, 
the Lord teaches him how He 
works with His people. “This is 
the word that came to Jeremiah 
from the Lord, ‘Go down to the 
potter’s house, and there I will 
give you my message.’ So I went 
down to the potter’s house, and 
I saw him working at the wheel. 
But the pot he was shaping 
from the clay was marred in his 
hands; so the potter formed it 
into another pot, shaping it as 
seemed best to him” (18:1-4).

The Lord continues His cre-
ative work in the life of every 
Christian believer in this chaotic 
and turbulent world. God’s ob-
ject lesson for Jeremiah teaches 
us important lessons which, if 
we learn them, can make us ves-
sels that will bear the character 
of Jesus, the Son of God. This ar-
ticle focuses on the Divine Pot-
ter (God) and some of His char-
acteristics.
1. Desire 
 Pottery is an art that requires 

someone who has the skill 
and passion for it, someone 

who is focussed, with the 
willingness to work hard 
and be soiled in the process, 
if the final product has to 
be of worth and value. God 
likens Himself to a skilful 
potter who loves us and 
desires to re-create us by 
moulding us in His skilful 
hands into a vessel that will 
bear His image. This in spite 
of the fact that we, unlike 
the clay which allows the 
potter to shape it as he likes 
it, resist God when He works 
on us patiently, skilfully and 
lovingly.

2. Discover
 An experienced, skilful potter 

knows how to discover (find) 
and choose the right kind of 
clay. He looks at a huge mass 
of clay and sets apart some of 
it to be shaped and moulded 
the way he wants it. There 
are billions of people in the 
world, but God chooses the 
few who allow Him to work 
on them. It is truly wonderful 
for man to discover God; but 
it is infinitely more wonderful 
that God discovers (finds)
and chooses man to fulfil 
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His purpose and display His 
glory through him. If God 
had not taken the trouble to 
find us, we would be like clay 
that is trampled, crushed and 
left to harden as a shapeless, 
ugly, useless lump!

3. Dig 
 The potter picks up a small 

lump of clay in his hand by 
digging the earth or cutting 
the rock. This is a laborious 
task, a dirty work that soils 
the potter’s hands, making 
him sweaty and muddy. 
Isaiah writes, “Listen to 
me, you who pursue 
righteousness and who 
seek the Lord. Look to the 
rock from which you were 
cut and to the quarry from 
which you were hewn. Look  
to Abraham, your father, and 
to Sarah, who gave you birth. 
When I called him he was 
only one man, and I blessed 
him and made him many” 
(51:1-2). The Lord Jesus came 
into this world from His 
heavenly glory to identify 
with the fallen, sin-scarred 
humanity and to lift them up 
from the filth of sin. David 
sings joyfully, “He lifted 
me out of the slimy pit, out 
of the mud and mire; He set 
my feet on a rock and gave 
me a firm place to stand” 
(Psa.40:2). 

4. Discern 
 With the lump of clay in his 

hands, the potter has to work 
skilfully. To work on the ro-
tating wheel requires a high 
degree of skill. The wheel 
has to be rotated at a certain 
speed, while the skilful hands 
have to simultaneously press 
the lump of clay gently. The 
pressure and rotation shape 
the clay into a vessel. The 
texture, capacity, elasticity, 
colour, etc., of the clay deter-
mine the kind of vessel that 
could be made. For laymen, 
it is just a piece of clay; but 
the creator God,with His dis-
cerning eyes, sees in us (just 
a lump of clay in His hands) 
a glorious potential. There is 
a beautiful imagery here: our 
mundane life in the world is 
like the potter’s wheel that 
rotates, while we are the clay 
to which the loving Master 
Potter gives the required 
pressure to shape us into a 
beautiful masterpiece.

5. Decorate
 Though the potter makes 

several vessels, each has 
a special mark on it, with 
unique features. Unlike the 
vessels made in an industry 
using a mould, the shapes 
and sizes of the vessels a pot-
ter makes have varieties.The 
Divine Potter is the sovereign 
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ruler of the universe and my 
life. My circumstances, situ-
ations, problems, pressures, 
failures, sicknesses are skil-
fully handled by Him with 
gentle hands to shape me into 
a vessel that will be beautiful 
in His sight. In the Christian 
life, each believer is decorat-
ed with pain, suffering and 
sacrifice. This is how the Di-
vine Potter shapes our lives, 
so that we become spiritu-
ally mature, productive and 
useful in this world, and the 
ultimate product will be like 
His Son (Php.1:6;1Jn.3:2).

6. Deploy 
 The potter makes a variety 

of vessels for different pur-
poses. Large pots to store, 
medium ones for daily use 
in kitchens, small ones for 
the dining tables, and deco-
rative pieces for display in 
the showcase. The Divine 
Potter has a specific purpose 
for the disciples of Christ, 
which He has revealed in 
His word, and that purpose 
is “to do good works.” God 
has created His chosen ves-
sels in Christ Jesus and de-
ployed them in this world 
as His representatives. “For 
we are God’s workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus to do 
good works, which God pre-
pared in advance for us to 
do” (Eph.2:10). 

7. Display 
 Each and every vessel a pot-

ter makes gives him a sense 
of pride. It gives the Di-
vine Potter a sense of pride 
and joy when He sees the 
work of His hands display-
ing His glory. Pots are not 
‘self-made’, as some humans 
boast. We have no reason 
to boast about ourselves. 
The One who created us, re-
deemed us and is now work-
ing on us is alone worthy of 
all praise and glory.

The Challenge
Clay pots and vessels are not 

mass-produced like the cars 
or computers or mobiles in 
a factory. They are carefully 
shaped by the master artisan 
with his skilful and gentle 
hands. We are so privileged to 
have a God who works on us 
individually, with a personal 
touch. The challenge before 
us is to humbly submit to 
Him, the Divine Potter, and 
allow Him to reveal His glory 
through us in this world. What 
a joy to be in His safe, loving 
hands always! 

J. N. Manokaran  
is Regional Director for 

South Asia, Community 
Bible Study International, 

and lives in Chennai.
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THE LIVING DEAD
Binoy Kumar Muduli

Every Christian should pursue the virtues that God espouses.

You must have come 
across these words: great 
depression, big baby, 

heavy diet, sweet agony, etc. 
What do they have in common? 
They are called oxymorons. An 
oxymoron is a combination of 
contradictory words. 

What about the greatest of 
all contradictions – the living 
dead?Is there a contradiction 
here? In Biblical perspective, the 
living dead is not a contradic-
tory term. Well, then, how can 
the living be dead? More specif-
ically, how can a Christian, who 
is indwelt by the living Christ, 
be dead? That is impossible. But 
sadly, many ‘Christians’ are liv-
ing dead! They have a body and 
a soul, but their spirit is dead. 
They are Christians by birth, not 
by re-birth or regeneration. How 
can a person’s dead spirit be 
made alive? When the spiritu-
ally dead people respond to the 
Gospel (the good news of sal-
vation freely available in Jesus 
Christ) by repenting of their sins 
and receiving God’s gift of life 
in Christ, their dead spirit is re-
vived by the Spirit of God, who 
makes His abode in their hearts 
(Jn.1:12;Rom.1:16;2Cor.5:17).

A False Reputation
They blended well into their 

surroundings, so well camou-
flaged were they that few could 
identify them as ‘Christians in-
dwelt by Christ’ (Rom.8:9-11). 
To them the Lord says, “I know 
your deeds; you have a reputa-
tion of being alive, but you are 
dead. Wake up! Strengthen what 
remains and is about to die, for 
I have found your deeds unfin-
ished in the sight of my God. 
Remember, therefore, what you 
have received and heard; hold it 
fast, and repent” (Rev.3:1-3).

In every high-profile race of 
religious gurus in India, the is-
sues of religious teachings are 
often overshadowed by the 
cult personalities. Image con-
sultants, tactical experts and 
various other specialists are 
often brought in to the spiri-
tual campaigns to ‘soften or 
strengthen’ their guru’s im-
age. Frequently, these gurus 
and their assistants use these 
tactics to the maximum, mud-
dling the needs of their devo-
tees with a false impression of 
the religious guru who exploits 
his office.
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People often identify ‘reputa-
tion’ as the top priority in life. 
In fact, our reputation should 
be important to us, because they 
relate to the society we live in 
and, of course, to God. How-
ever, as we see in many cases, 
reputations are often manufac-
tured than real. This leaves us 
wondering, “Is a good reputa-
tion all there is to the equation, 
or is there more to it?”

Webster’s New World Dic-
tionary defines reputation as 
“the estimation in which a per-
son or thing is commonly held, 
whether favourable or not; its 
character in view of the public, 
community, etc.” What is unfor-
tunate about some people’s lim-
ited concept of reputation is that 
what we often see and believe 
about someone may or may not 
be totally who that person really 
is. This is especially true of those 
to whom we have limited expo-
sure or those who are good at 
hiding the ‘real person’ behind 
the facade of deception – a trait 
evident in politics, business, re-
ligion, etc.

A Matter Of The Heart
Numerous men and women 

throughout history have empha-
sised the importance of bearing 
an upright character, especially 
for those who hold leadership 
positions. Character, a matter 
of the heart, ought to be so im-

portant to us that we recognise 
it as one of the principal require-
ments of trust – the essential 
prerequisite for all meaningful 
relationships. Unfortunately, 
there appears to be a general 
incongruity in our society be-
tween what people say they val-
ue, and what they actually do. 
Far too often the media is filled 
with sordid stories about the 
ignoble actions of people who 
are supposed to be ‘role models’ 
for others. Sadly, misdeeds, cor-
ruption, dishonesty, greed and 
immorality are a commonplace 
at every level of Christian lead-
ership, bringing disgrace to the 
body of Christ.  

A person’s character is who 
he/she really is. We all think 
about a lot of things that are 
not godly, and things we would 
be ashamed of, if they were 
exposed. Abraham Lincoln once 
said, “Character is like a tree, 
and reputation is like its shadow. 
The shadow is what we think 
of it; the tree is the real thing.” 
My reputation is what others 
think of me, which may or may 
not be true; but my character is 
who I really am. Your character 
is the real you in the sense that 
you cannot separate what you 
do from who you are. Everyone 
has a ‘public’ face and a ‘private’ 
face. Most of us tend to behave 
better when others are watching 
than we do in private. The 
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British writer and politician 
Thomas Macauly (1800-1859) 
once said, “The measure of 
a man’s character is what he 
would do if he knew he never 
would be found out.” Character 
is the aggregate of a person’s 
ethical and moral qualities, and 
it is demonstrated through the 
choices we make. Therefore, 
every Christian should pursue 
the virtues that God espouses.

Wake Up Call
The Lord says, “Wake up” (v.2)! 

Every time the phrase ‘wake up’ 
is used in the New Testament, 
it conveys the 
notion that 
God’s people are 
spiritually asleep 
or dead when they 
should be awake. 
Jesus commands 
His people to 
“strengthen the 
things that remain 
which were about to die.” The 
word ‘strengthen’ means ‘to 
establish or stabilise something’. 
Sadly, most Christians today 
carry a ‘dead’ heart. The only way 
to get the pulse is to revive the 
heart. The stalemate condition 
of our heart has negative effect 
on our faith life. We can pretend 
to be alive spiritually when, in 
truth, we are not. When your 
heart is alive, you are filled with 
life, energy, faith and emotion. 

The pulse-less heart needs 
surgery to be strengthened and 
stabilised. Jesus prescribes a 3-R 
Formula to revive a ‘living dead’ 
Christian.

Remember
To remember means to con-

stantly call to mind. Jesus says, 
“Remember what you have re-
ceived and heard.” The key to 
the Christian life is in the mind. 
The wonderful work of the Lord 
in our life needs to be cherished 
and remembered (Psa.111:4). 
We too often fail to remem-
ber God’s exceeding goodness 

and allow it to lie 
forgotten in un-
gratefulness.Let us 
chide ourselves for 
our forgetfulness 
and ask the Holy 
Spirit to strengthen 
our memory that 
we may always re-
member the won-

derful works of the Lord.

Retain
Jesus says, “Keep it.” God 

wants us to apply the truth of 
His word to our lives. He is more 
interested in our ‘transforma-
tion overload’ than our‘ infor-
mation overload’. “Hold fast” 
is a present tense imperative 
– “continually hold fast!” We 
would be blessed by “the words 
of this prophecy” (Rev.1:3), like 
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The School of Evangelism SOE of the Sattal Christian Ashram will 
be held from September 1-30, 2016, at the Ashram. Seats are 
limited to about 20 candidates. They are expected to contribute 
Rs.1500/- for their one month board and lodging. Sleeper fare 
may be given to deserving candidates who are not sponsored.  
Apply to the undersigned at the earliest 

Joseph V. Ghosh 
Resident Acharya

SAttAL CHRIStIAN ASHRAM
P.O.-Sattal,Via Bhimtal Dist-Nainital (Uttrakhand) Pin263136  
Mob-+919415635910 E-mail: estate.sattal@gmail.com

The Sattal Christian Ashram will conduct its Winter Session from 
Sunday, 2nd Oct to 9th Oct, 2016. The overall theme is the Kingdom 
of God. The other topics are, Indigenization/ Contextualization O.T, 
N.T introduction, discipleship & Witness, Mission and Evangelism. 
Experienced resource persons will be ministering.

Apply to the Resident Acharya at the earliest on E-mail estate.
sattal@gmail.com 

The charges for the Session is Rs.300/person/day and Rs. 500/
couple/day, Rs.100/person as registration fee. The charges will 
be taken for the entire session, irrespective of the stay.

Contact the undersigned for more details.

Joseph V. Ghosh 
Resident Acharya

SAttAL CHRIStIAN ASHRAM
P.O.-Sattal,Via Bhimtal Dist-Nainital (Uttrakhand) Pin263136  

Mob-+919415635910 E-mail: estate.sattal@gmail.com
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the church at Sardis would need 
to actively keep the things they 
had heard. Are you a different 
kind of spouse, parent, employ-
ee, or friend because of your 
faith? Do others 
see the difference 
in your life with-
out being told that 
you’re a Christian? 
Let God’s word 
penetrate your 
head and heart.

Repent
The words ‘sin’ and ‘repen-

tance’ are old-fashioned! Our 
individualistic society feeds off 
the thought that ‘I’ should focus 
on ‘myself’ – what I believe and 
what I do is up to me. Such at-
titude hardens the heart and re-

fuses to submit itself in the mal-
leable hands of God. God has 
been talking to us a lot about 
how vital our need to repent 
is. Repentance holds the key to 

unlocking the free-
dom within us as 
Christians. It is the 
gateway to a new 
paradigm about 
God, about us and 
about the world. It 
is a powerful acti-

vator that transforms us from a 
dead life to a living life.

Binoy Kumar Muduli  
is the Founder-Director, 
Hope India Foundation, 

and lives in Bhubaneswar.
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space and to align with the format, style and layout adopted by the magazine. 

General guidelines for authors is given in the Light of Life website at www.
lightoflife-india.com
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THE REAL LONGING
Hermon Khonglah

Man’s struggles and expectations are money-oriented.

The real longing of the 
heart is God-given.

“If you were granted 
only one wish while on earth, 
what would you wish for?”the 
teacher asked the students in 
his class. The students were 
quick with their answers, one 
after the other: wealth, health, 
security, and so on. After they 
finished, the teacher suggested 
that the right thing to ask for 
was happiness.

From Biblical perspective, 
after man’s life on 
earth ends, he/
she arrives at one 
of the two eternal 
destinations – 
blissful heaven and 
burning hell (real 
places). Man’s destiny depends 
on what his real longing is while 
he lives on earth.

Worldly Pursuits
People regret their failure to 

take the right decisions every 
time their decision lands them 
in trouble. Christian believers 
who chase worldly pursuits and 
idolise them end up confused 
and disappointed, because they 
become slaves to their idols.Very 

few Christians understand and 
believe the truth that God longs 
to bless them with everything 
they need in this temporal world 
if they make His kingdom and 
righteousness their priority 
(Matt.6:33;1Tim.6:6-10).The 
Lord often talked about the 
possibility of happiness in both 
worlds, but we stumble and give 
in to the worldly pursuits when 
He tells us to walk the narrow 
road that leads to life.

The Struggles 
Man’s struggles 

and expectations 
are money-ori-
ented to such an 
extent that he is 
ready to sacrifice 
godly values in 

order to get a lucrative job or 
set up a thriving business. It is 
commendable when Christians 
donate sacrificially and cheer-
fully large sums of money to 
the church from what they have 
earned through their hard and 
honest labour. Conversely, those 
who prosper through dishonest 
and selfish means usually give 
to the Lord’s work to gain self-
glory.

 
 

The struggle for financial 
gain has virtually wiped 

out the conscience of some 
Christians, including some 

active church workers.
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The struggle for financial gain 
has virtually wiped out the 
conscience of some Christians, 
including some active church 
workers. In the realm of edu-
cation, there are embarrassing 
situations involving even Chris-
tians. Recently a newspaper 
reported that question papers 
were leaked from an institu-
tion where most of the workers 
were‘Christians’.

Some find themselves at the 
‘top’, having fulfilled their earth-
ly dreams by dubious means, 
only to find that there is nothing 
worthwhile at the top. Many are 
at a loss for not being able to 
identify their inner longing for 
life’s meaning that would satisfy 
them completely. Consequently, 
they become disillusioned, con-
fused, disheartened, depressed 
and ultimately commit suicide. 
There are many instances of ce-
lebrities and highly successful 
people meeting with tragic end, 
only because they did not know 
where they could find lasting 
peace and joy.

I used to wonder why most 
people who spend their lives 
recklessly realise on their death 
beds that they need a pastor to 
pray for them. Is that the time 
they come to their senses about 
their real, inner longing in life – 
a longing for the divine peace 
and joy?

Modern Day Search
Many search for solutions 

to life’s problems by listening 
to tele-evangelists, attending 
church, prayer meetings, evan-
gelistic crusades, fellowships, 
praise and worship meetings, 
Bible study, etc., thinking that 
these will satisfy the longings of 
their soul. All these ‘activities’ 
are meaningless and mere rituals 
if we do not humble ourselves, 
search our hearts with the torch- 
light of God’s word, repent and 
walk in its light daily.

The Search
“For He satisfies the longing 

soul, and the hungry soul He fills 
with good things”(Psa.107:9).

In their search for eternal hap-
piness, many are like the rich 
ruler who came to Jesus with the 
question, “What must I do to in-
herit eternal life?” He was very 
wealthy, but had a deep longing 
for something of eternal value 
which he knew was missing in 
his life (Lk.18:18-25). However, 
when the Lord told him to sell 
his possessions and give to the 
poor, he became sad. He fol-
lowed God’s commandments re-
ligiously, and probably thought 
that his good works would earn 
him an eternity of heavenly 
bliss; but the Lord told him he 
lacked something. All of us, rich 
or poor, good or bad, lack the re-
sources needed for a satisfying 
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 MANAGEMENT SEMINAR
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(NPO)

@  DARJEELING   24 – 26 AUGUST 2016
Seminar Fee Rs. 4000
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(Net transfer facility available on request) 

DIRECTOR - TRAINING 
No.1405, 4th. St, Golden Colony, Annanagar West Ext., Chennai 600050.  

Tel: 044-26251530 – 32/ 09445922745    |     Email: training@cimindia.in     |     Web: www.cimindia.in
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life in this temporal world. God, 
and God alone, can satisfy our 
deepest longings, provided we 
come to Him in complete sur-
render. God has provided the 
Way for us to come to Him and 
experience His peace and joy – 
a foretaste of heaven. That Way 
is Jesus (Jn.14:6,27). Our longing 
and hungry soul can find rest 
only in Christ.

The Solution 
“Jesus stood 

and said in a loud 
voice, ‘If anyone 
is thirsty, let him 
come to Me and 
dr ink .Whoever 
believes in Me, as 
the Scripture has 
said, streams of 
living water will 
flow from within him’” (Jn.7:37-
38).

Those who believe in the 
resurrection of Jesus, and have 
the hope of a glorious life after 
death promised by the Lord 
Himself, can experience real 
joy and peace in this world.
If the longing of our heart is to 
be in the presence of Jesus in 
this world and in the world to 
come, then we will gladly fulfil 
these two wishes of our Lord: 
our intimacy with Him and 
our faithful obedience to His 
commands (Jn.13:34-35;15:9-

14). Many of God’s saints have 
experienced inner joy and peace 
in the midst of intense sufferings 
and achieved great things for 
the Lord, because their heart’s 
longing was to do His will.

Sometimes, when we are 
overwhelmed by the adversities 
of life and think it is impossible to 
live as God intends for us to live, 
we should remember the Lord’s 
words in Mark 10:27. After the 

encounter with the 
rich young man 
and the discussion 
that followed about 
eternal life and 
God’s kingdom, 
the Lord told His 
‘amazed’ disciples 
that it is impossible 
for a man to even 
enter the kingdom 

of God on his own, not to 
mention about living according 
to its godly values. When the 
disciples asked the Lord, “Who 
then can be saved?” the Lord 
looked at them and said, “With 
man this is impossible, but not 
with God; all things are possible 
with God” (Mk.10:17-27).

Covetousness
To covet means to wish for 

with eagerness, usually used 
in the sense of a fault. This is 
a human condition many fail 
to regard as a heinous sin, but 

 
 

If the longing of our heart 
is to be in the presence of 
Jesus in this world and in 
the world to come, then we 
will gladly fulfil these two 

wishes of our Lord: our 
intimacy with Him and 
our faithful obedience to 

His commands

Contd. on pg 58..
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Pastoral Training Seminary is a ministry of Love Maharashtra, Pune

The Pastoral Training Seminary (PTS) is a member of The Master’s Academy International 
(TMAI), USA. TMAI is a consortium of 16 such Training Centres in 6 continents committed 
to excellence in Pastoral Training for effective ministry in local churches around the world. 
Degrees issued by PTS bear the seal and approval of this Academy.

185, Simpal Sancoale, Sancoale, Goa 403710
+91 58830222
+91 (0832) 6480150
info@pastoraltrainingseminary.org
www.pastoraltrainingseminary.org

Pastoral Training Seminary
Costs for Singles (Rs. 2000 per month) and 
Couples (Rs. 4000 per month; up to two
children free) covers tuition fees, 
accommodation and food.

Residential quarters are provided for both 
families and single men

Academic Year runs June-February

Residential Program

Applicants must be graduates with 
English proficiency.

We only train men who are genuinely saved 
and called and gifted to pastoral ministry.

Requirements
Personal Discipleship and Church 
Internship Oportunities

Emphasis on Practical Theology and 
Counseling

Courses that Ground the Student in 
Biblical Theology

Exegetical Training in Greek and Hebrew

Three-Year MDiv Program

Distinctives

Pastors must make service in the local church 
the highest priority in their ministries 
(Matthew16:18).

Personal godliness is essential to effective 
church leadership (see 1 Timothy 3:1-7).

Pastoral ministry must be focused on 
excellence in biblical exposition--“Preach the 
Word” (2 Timothy 4:2).

APPLY

NOW!

WE TRAIN PASTORS WHO PREACH AND LIVE CHRIST

www.pastoraltrainingseminary.org
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SCHOOL fOR THE AGED
Janet Edwin

An effective antidote against senility is to constantly  
fix our hearts and minds on God.

The golden years of 
your life can be very 
productive if you live 

your life according to Biblical 
principles. If, however, you 
have not developed a deep 
faith in God and if you do not 
have a sense of humour and an 
outlet for your talents, you will 
feel frustrated in old age. You 
need to prepare yourself to age 
gracefully. It is better still if you 
memorise a number of hymns 
to be able to sing and worship 
God, shouldyour eyesight grow 
dimmer as the days go by. What 
you lack in quick eye-sight, you 
may gain through insight!

Earthen Vessels
A senior citizen must feel 

happy to die at any time. The 
poet, Lord Tennyson, wrote, 
“May there be no moaning 
of the bar when I put out to 
sea.” Old age, with its growing 
weakness, is often called a pain 
in the neck!

As you grow older, you 
may wonder if your dry bones 

Silver Corner

will ever co-operate with one 
another without a twinge, a 
cringe, or a rattle! According 
to 2 Corinthians 4:7, “We 
have this treasure in earthen 
vessels, that the excellency 
of power may be of God, 
and not of us.”It is indeed 
sad if you grow old without 
faith in God’s assurance that 
these light afflictions are but 
momentary troubles compared 
to the eternal glory that awaits 
you as a redeemed child of God 
(1Cor.4:15; 2Cor.4:17).

Many of your acquaintances 
have passed on, but only a 
few know the secret of patient 
suffering and triumph as they 
submit themselves completely  
to God. When you do that, you  
are strengthened. 2 Corinthians 
4:16 says, “For which cause, 
we faint not; but though our 
outward man may perish, our 
inward man is renewed day 
by day.” This is the blessed 
hope that God has given to His 
children to lay hold on in their 
sunset years.
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Antidote To Senility
A senior citizen must admit 

that he isn’t what he used to be. 
Those who are younger may be 
smarter, but he owes it to God to 
be used as long as he has breath, 
or till Jesus returns to take away 
His bride.

He should forgive and 
forget the faults of others, even 
as Christ forgave us and forgot 
our trespasses. Harbouring a 
grudge will certainly impede 
spiritual growth; and none can 
carry grudges into heaven! It 
is so blessed to heed Christ’s 
admonition, “First get reconciled 
to thy brother, and then come 
and offer thy gift” (Matt.5:24).

An effective antidote to senil-
ity is to constantly fix our hearts 
and minds on God (Isa.26:3). 
Remember, Christ is in you, the 
hope of glory, the source of pow-

er and peace (Col.1:27; Jn.14:27). 
“The peace of God which passes 
all understanding shall keep 
your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus” (Php.4:7). The psalm-
ist says, “Delight thyself in the 
Lord and He shall give thee the 
desire of thine heart” (Psa.37:4). 
Desire the things that will glo-
rify God and let His light shine 
in the darkness.

Young and old alike are 
inadequate to meet their 
needs. “No good thing will He 
withhold from them that walk 
uprightly” (Psa.84:11; 121:2). 
When you look up to God in 
faith for all your needs, you 
will never be in want (Matt.6: 
28-34). 

Janet Edwin  
is a retired Professor of 

English from Tamil Nadu 
Education Service, Chennai. 

 OFFICE SPACE in COIMBATORE
AVAIABLE FOR MISSIONS/NGOs

Developed facility of about 1200 - 3000 sq.ft owned by a Christian NGO, available 
for long term rental usage for Christian Mission Organisations/NGO on very reason-
able terms.

The space offered is the vacant part of a Mission Centre built on about 4 acres land 
situated about 12 KMs on Siruvani Road,[Karunya] comprising Seminar Halls, train-
ing facilities, Accommodation/dining for 100-150 persons and sufficient parking.

If interested, please contact: Mobile: [0]9655199350
Email: limacampuscovai@gmail.com

Face Book.com/Limacampus, Coimbatore
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Let us change our setting so that we are always conscious  
of His presence.

NOtES ALONG tHE JOURNEY

CHECK YOUR SETTING
Oby Cherian

I have set the Lord always 
before me: because He is 
at my right hand, I shall 

not be moved”(Psa.16:8).
Over the last couple of months 

one verse has kept knocking 
about in my head. This is the 
verse where David says, “I have 
set the Lord always before me.”

It made me think. Is the Lord 
some kind of object that we can 
set down where we like? Or was 
the Lord behind us and now we 
have to bring Him forward and 
keep Him before us? Our Lord is 
unchanging and omnipresent—
heaven is His throne and earth 
His footstool. When we set Him 
before us we turn our focus 
from other things before us and 
then we see Him. Nowadays 
most smart gadgets we handle 
have their settings. When the 
setting is wrong the device may 
fail to recognise the presence of 
a network or programme. What 
it needs is a change of setting. 
That is what David did when he 

set the Lord before him. He saw 
the Lord beyond, above and 
all around the circumstances 
that his senses were confronted 
with.

When we are in the presence 
of very important people, we 
behave in a certain way (at least 
I do), and when we are with our 
subordinates, we are different. 
In this world we are constantly 
being made to feel and act 
depending on our physical 
world that meets our eye. But 
when we set the Lord before us 
we can feel and act without fear 
and anxiety. We can treat people 
with equanimity, irrespective of 
who they are. When we set the 
Lord before us we realise that He 
is by our side, by our right hand, 
and we need not be shaken.

Let us change our setting so 
that we are always conscious 
of His presence. Then prayer 
will automatically be our first 
response at every unexpected 
turn. His presence will flatten  
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our peaks of pride and lift us up 
from our valleys of discourage-
ment. Then we can walk with 
a rock-steady calmness that 
comes from knowing He is al-
ways there.

That is what the Lord meant 
when He told Abraham, “Walk 
before me.” It’s not as though 
Abraham could somehow sneak 
away and walk behind God or 
that he could find someone else 
before whom he could walk. 
God was saying, “Abram, in 
your walk through life always be 
conscious of My presence.” The 
psalmist says, “Where shall I flee 

from Your presence” (139:7). He 
knew he could never get away 
from God’s presence. When we, 
through faith, become conscious 
of this greater reality, we can 
face our physical situations with 
courage and calmness.

“And when Abram was 
ninety-nine years old, the Lord 
appeared to him, and said, ‘I 
am the Almighty God; walk 
before me, and be perfect’” 
(Gen.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.

Contd. on pg 53..
the Lord warns us, “Watch out! 
Be on your guard against all 
kinds of greed; a man’s life does 
not consist in the abundance 
of his possessions” (Lk.12:15). 
D.L.Moody described it well, 
“We think that a man who gets 
drunk is a horrid monster, but a 
covetous man, who is as vile in 
the sight of God as any drunk-
ard, will often be received into 
the church and put into office.” 
The Lord reminds us lovingly, 
“Let your conduct be without 
covetousness, and be content 
with such things as you have. 
For He Himself has said, ‘I will 
never leave you nor forsake 
you’”(Heb.13:5).

One of the many priceless gifts 
God has given us is the gift of 
discernment. This gift enables 
us to distinguish between right 
and wrong, truth and deception, 
and the same Spirit gives us the 
courage to stand for the truth in 
this hostile world.

God has put a ‘longing’ in our 
hearts to know Him, to love 
Him, to worship Him and to 
serve Him. Have we activated 
that longing?

Hermon Khonglah  
stays in the Mission 

Compound,Jowai, 
Meghalaya.
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WORD AND tHE WORLD

SNOOP OR TRUST
Cyril Georgeson

It is vital to remember that in all relationships trust breeds trust.

Chandu comes home 
from work and finds his 
dinner is not ready. He 

gets agitated when he discovers 
that his wife, who is not working, 
had instead ordered food. He 
gets holdof his wife’s cellphone 
and on a quick scan notices 
some vulgar messages on it. 
He slaps his wife who is trying 
to get hold of her phone again. 
She is momentarily stunned 
and quickly picks up a kitchen 
knife and attacks him, slashing 
his fingers and breaking a few 
bones.

Absolute Privacy
This is a real life incident 

which happened in the city 
of Bengaluru. It should spark 
debates on many aspects 
of life, especially marriage, 
domestic violence, domestic 
responsibilities, stress, etc. 
This could also get us thinking 
about inner character issues 
like patience, fits of rage, trust, 

faithfulness and more. Time 
Life in the June 12, 2016, issue, 
based on this episode, focused 
on the topic, “Is it okay to check 
your spouse’s phone?”And it is 
surely a timely topic. There was 
a time, not so long ago, when 
there were only land lines. 
These could do nothing more 
than be a channel for audio 
communication. This was 
usually shared by the entire 
family and there was rarely any 
discussion over ownership.

The era of the cell phone also 
heralded the advent of the 
personal phone. It is no longer 
a shared device but a personal 
one. So, the questions of privacy, 
sharing of password details etc., 
have become matters that now 
need consideration.

This would bring us to a 
series of questions, of which 
the basic one reads, “Is the right 
to privacy between a husband 
and wife an absolute one?” 
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Some countries have enshrined 
this right in their constitution 
itself, while India does not say 
anything about this. Western 
culture is a highly individual-
centric one while India has been 
more community-centric. But 
what does the Bible say about 
the right to privacy?

God Is Love
Let us begin with what the 

Bible has to say about marriage. 
Ephesians tells us that the rela-
tionship between the husband 
and wife is akin to the relation-
ship between Christ and the 
church. This is a relationship of 
self-effacing love. Christ gave 
His life for the church and the 
same is expected in the mar-
riage relationship. Marriage 
is not about building walls, but 
about love which is self-disclosing 
and sacrificial. Marriage is about a 
shared life!

Throughout history God has 
been the one who takes the 
initiative and reveals Himself 
to us. We see that it is His very 
nature to disclose Himself, 
through the Scripture and in 
Christ. Contrast this with the 
views expressed in the article 
in Time Life. Of the nine points 
of view posted, six are against 
access to one’s partner’s mobile 
devices. (Notice the trend 

of using the term ‘partner’ – 
marriage is only optional in 
a relationship. We will not 
discuss this here save for noting 
the spirit of our age.) The three 
quotes on the masthead enforce 
the impression that privacy is 
absolute. This includes ones 
as “Privacy – like eating and 
breathing – is one of life’s basic 
requirements” and “I don’t like 
to share my personal life… it 
wouldn’t be personal if I shared 
it.” So, we can clearly see that 
the current trend is to fence 
out personal spaces, even in 
marriage. We need to accept 
the reality that, often, the ways 
of this world may not be the 
manner God intended our lives 
to be patterned upon.

Balancing Privacy And Love
So, does this mean that there 

is no privacy for the disciple 
of Christ? Surely not! There is 
a need and place for personal 
spaces. We often see that Jesus 
withdrew from the crowds and 
His disciples. So also we see this 
in the practice of the prophets 
of old as well as in the New 
Testament. But withdrawing 
was only to make the engaging 
even more robust.

Prachi Garg, an author, was 
among the three in Time Life 
who thought that it was fine for 
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a spouse to check the cell phone. 
She sanely takes a pleasantly 
balanced perspective, “I am 
perfectly fine, with the fact 
that a spouse is checking the 
mobile, as far as it is done with 
the right intention. It shouldn’t 
be done to bully/humiliate 
the other person. 
I think spouses 
should be aware 
of each other’s 
whereabouts as 
part of caring, and 
hence checking 
the mobile doesn’t 
breach any 
privacy.”

No Snooping, 
But Trust

We need to 
be careful that 
this liberty of ours, within the 
security of our relationship, 
does not become an excuse for 
snooping because we lack trust. 
If there is any reason to have 
doubt about our spouse, in any 
respect, we should not take the 
path of impersonal behaviour - 
by checking their cell phone or 
emails. We need to bring up the 
challenges in our relationship 
in a personal and private 
conversation. Further, if one 
spouse indicates that they do 
not wish their cellphone to be 

handled by anyone else, it can 
be respected as an indication of 
trust.

Does this perspective extend 
to other members of the family? 
Can a parent demand access to 
their child’s phone, or, on the 

other hand, a child 
take entrée to the 
parent’s device for 
granted? No hu-
man relationship 
is as intimate as the 
relationship be-
tween a husband 
and his wife. Here 
we do not view it 
from the perspec-
tive of privacy, 
but morefrom the 
angle of identity 
and belonging. We 
need to respect, 

even for those close to us, the 
need for personal space. This 
will also encourage them to in-
teract with people in a manner 
of their choosing.

It is vital to remember that in 
all relationships trust breeds 
trust.

 
 

We need to be careful 
that this liberty of ours, 
within the security of 
our relationship, does 

not become an excuse for 
snooping because we lack 

trust. If there is any reason 
to have doubt about our 

spouse, in any respect, we 
should not take the path of 
impersonal behaviour - by 
checking their cell phone or 

emails.

Cyril Georgeson  
serves with InterServe 

and resides in Mumbai.
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CROSSwORD NO.29
 Joshua. New International Version (IBS & Zondervan)

J. Fredric Dawson
Answers received after 5th September 2016 will not be considered.

Send in your answers with Bible references by E-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, to reach Light 
of Life, Post Box 4576, 21-YMCA Road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400008, not later than September 
5, 2016. Please indicate your name, address and Light of Life Subscription Number while sending the 
answers. 
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Clues Across

1.  “…and there he (Joshua) ………………. 
the land to the Israelites according to their 
tribal divisions.” (ch.     v.       )

7. “And as soon as the priests who carry the ark 
of the Lord …. foot in the Jordan, its waters 
flowing downstream will be cut off and stand 
up in a heap.” (ch.      v.       )

8. God warned the Israelites that if they associate 
with the survivors of the nations around them 
and intermarry with them, they will become 
snares and ……… for them. (ch.      v.       )

9. God gave the Israelites the land and cities 
to live in them and ….. from vineyards...  
(ch.     v.     )

10. “For the Lord had sworn to them that they 
would not …… the land that he had solemnly 
promised their forefathers to give us, a land 
flowing with milk and honey.” (ch.      v.      )

12. The boundary of the land allotted to Judah 
extended up to the territory of …… in the 
south. (ch.     v.   )

14. The king of the Amorite ruled from Aroer on 
the …. of Arnon Gorge to the Jabbok river. (ch.     
v.    )

15. One of the five kings of the Amorites 
who joined to fight against the Israelites.  
(ch.     v.     )

16. “Tell them that the flow of the Jordan was 
…… off before the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord,” (ch.       v.      )

19. “Appoint three men from each tribe. I will 
send them out to make a survey of the land 
and to write a ……….. of it according to the 
inheritance of each.” (ch.    v.       )

Clues Down  

1. “Be strong and courageous. do not be 
terrified. do not be …………., for the Lord 
your God will be with you wherever  you go.”  
(ch.    v.     )

2. Ekron with its surrounding ………… and 
villages were part of the allotment to Judah. 
(ch.      v.      )
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3. He was one of the Midianite chiefs, defeated 
by Moses. (ch.      v.      )

4. “Half the people stood in front of Mt. Gerizim  
and half of them in front of Mt. Ebel, as 
Moses the servant of the Lord had formerly 
commanded when he gave instructions to 
……….. the people of Israel.” (ch.    v.    )

5. Rahab asked the spies to hide in the hills 
for ……. days before proceeding further.  
(ch.     v.       )

6. “But keep away from the devoted things, 
so that they will not bring about their 
own ……….. by taking any of them.”  
(ch.      v.      )

11. He was one of the Midianite chiefs, defeated 
by Moses. (ch.      v.       )

13. “Whoever rebels against your word and does 
not obey your words, whatever you may 
command them, will be put to death.  …… be 
strong and courageous.” (ch.    v.       )

17. “Their inheritance was assigned by 
….. to the nine and half a tribes, as the 
Lord had commanded through Moses.”  
(ch.      v.       )

18. “So about three thousand men went up; 
but they were routed by the men of …...”  
(ch.     v.      )  

Answers to Crossword No. 27 (Deuteronomy 1-17)
Clues across: Clues down:
1.acknowledge (4:39)           1. anniversary (16:6)
6. none (15:6)                        2. kings (3:21)
8. camp (2:15)                      3. Og (3:11)
9. vast (1:19)                       4. deaf (1:45)
10. own (2:5)                       5. experienced (11:2)
12. or (16:19)                      7. poor (15:7)
13. Ar (2:9)                        11. Nun (1:38)
14. rocks (8:9)                   13. as (5:12)
16. snare (7:16)                      15. curse (11:26)
18. arrogance (1:43)           16. Senir (3:9)
20 are (6:25)                        17. ahead (9:3)
21. yield (13:8)                    19. God (17:1)
22. red (14:13)
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“Conspiracy To Christianise 
India”

(TOI): BJP MP Yogi Adityanath 
said that Mother Teresa’s social 
service was part of a mission 
to spread Christianity in the 
country, urging promotion of 
Indian traditions like yoga to 
counter the ‘conspiracy’.

“Teresa was part of a conspir-
acy to Christianise India. We 
should try to understand the 
truth behind the service (by the 
missionaries),” he said. “When 
people are not able to provide 
medical aid to their sick or dif-
ferently-abled children due to 
poverty, these people (mission-
aries) provide them facilities. 
During that period, they brain-
wash and make them Chris-
tians,” Adityanath added. “It 
is a conspiracy against the Hin-
dus... The promotion of Indian 
culture and practices like yoga 
can save people,” he said.

Christians Pray For Peace
(Internet): Around 2000 

Bangladeshi Christians from 
various denominations gathered 
to pray for “humanity to wake 
up” to the growing threat of 
Islamic terrorism in the country.

The ecumenical prayer service 
was held in the Archdiocese 
of Dhaka and in the Diocese of 
Khulna simultaneously.

“Let us pray that this will be-
come a country of unity, peace 
and harmony,” said Mgr. Pat-
rick D’Roazario, Archbishop of 
Dhaka, during the prayers.”Let 
us pray that dormant humanity 
become aware of the violence, 
murders committed in secret, 
and the persecution. May Al-
mighty God bless (the terror-
ists) so that they change their 
minds.”

As many as 40 people have 
been killed over the last three 
years by Islamist extremists in 
Bangladesh, either members of 
religious minorities or secularist 
activists. While the responsibility 
for the killings has been claimed 
by Islamic State and Al-Qaeda, 
the government has denied 
that either group is active in the 
country, blaming home-grown 
extremists instead.

“We live in fear because every 
day ordinary folks become 
victims of Islamic militants. For 
this reason, we urged Christian 
leaders to call on humanity 
to wake up,” said Fr. Kamal 
Corraya.

The prayer meetings were led 
by a combination of Catholic and 
Protestant clergymen, who both 
led prayers and read passages 
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from the Bible.”There is no place 
for violence in the teachings of 
Jesus Christ,” said Paul Shishi, 
moderator of the Protestant 
Church of Bangladesh.”I feel 
comforted by this prayer,” 
said one Christian. “I hope the 
terrorists stop persecuting us, 
and that we may live in peace.”

Muslims Help Rebuild 
Church In Pakistan

(Reuters): In a nation where 
interfaith conflict is too regu-
lar an occurrence, Muslims and 
Christians have joined together 
to rebuild a church. Muslims 
have joined Christians in Khal-
sabad village near Gojra in Pun-
jab, Pakistan, to rebuild a church 
swept away by floods in the last 

burned. Dilawar Hussain, a Mus-
lim shopkeeper who donated 
funds towards the new church, 
is helping because he believes 
the church is a “house of Allah,” 
the same God Muslims believe 
in, and is proud to help promote 
religious harmony. Other local 
businessmen and farmers have 
also contributed.

Fr. Aftab James Paul, assistant 
parish priest at the St. Fidelis 
Church in Khushpur and re-
sponsible for pastoral outreach 
to 56 villages, including Khal-
sabad, said, “This is what life 
is about.”He said that the mob 
violence of a few should not be 
blamed on all the followers of a 
religion and called for the over-
riding message to be one of love. 
A Catholic prayer room was 
also constructed in Gojra in 2005 
with the help of Muslims. ”Our 
mosque stands here from times 
past, but our Christian brothers 
also have the right to worship 
in their church,” another local 
Muslim told Pakistan Daily.

Father James said, “Muslim 
residents of the town, however, 
offered to build us a chapel 
as a gift. We are thankful to 
our Muslim brothers for this 
wonderful gesture.”

Christians  are Pakistan’s 
largest religious minority, 
and make up about three per 
cent of the total population of 

monsoon season, according to 
reports from the Daily Pakistan.
The cooperation could help 
heal memories from a 2009 con-
flagration over blasphemy in 
which ten Christians were mur-
dered by a Muslim mob, seven 
of them burned alive in their 
homes. Four churches were also 

Pakistani Christians sing hymns  
in Gojra, Punjab. 
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180 million. About six in ten 
are Protestant, while the rest 
are Catholic. Most work in 
professions such as teaching 
and nursing.

Divorce Decrees
(TOI): The Supreme Court 

said divorce decrees granted by 
ecclesiastical tribunals, popu-
larly known among Christians 
as church courts, had no legal 
sanctity and anyone remarry-
ing after such a divorce decree 
would be committing an of-
fence. The observation came 
from Chief Justice T.S.Thakur 
and Justice D.Y.Chandrachud 
while hearing a plea from Ben-
guluru’s octogenarian Catholic 
advocate Clarence Pais, who 
has sought legal sanctity for di-
vorce decrees granted by church 
courts. He has pleaded that mar-
riage and divorce among Catho-
lic Christians were governed by 
the church and, in the absence 
of its recognition by law, unsus-
pecting men were facing pros-
ecution for bigamy. 

After the bench went through 
the judgment, it told Pais’s 
counsel Soli Sorabjee, “Unless 
a divorce decree is granted by 
a competent court, the decrees 
granted by church court are 
not valid. Any man who 
remarries after divorce decree 
granted by church court will 
be committing an offence.” 

Finding the going tough, 
Sorabjee said he just wanted to 
request an adjournment for a 
detailed hearing later. Though 
the court was reluctant, it 
decided to accept the former 
attorney general’s request. The 
petitioner had said hundreds of 
applications seeking dissolution 
of marriage were pending before 
church courts. “The Christian 
Marriage Act provides for the 
solemnisation of marriage in a 
Catholic church in accordance 
with the provisions of the 
canon law and declaration of its 
nullity is regulated by the Code 
of Canon Law,” the petitioner 
argued. “If criminal courts, while 
considering prosecution under 
IPC Section 494 (bigamy), reject 
the application of canon law as 
the personal law of the Catholics, 
a very serious result will follow 
and hundreds of spouses who 
have married a second time will 
face prosecution, jail and fine. 
Canon law is the personal law 
of Catholics of India and it has 
to be applied and enforced by 
a criminal court while deciding 
a case under Section 494 of the 
IPC and sanction of prosecution 
considered for alleged bigamy 
of a Catholic spouse who has 
married after obtaining a decree 
for nullity of the first marriage 
from the ecclesiastical tribunal,” 
he said.
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