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YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Crossword
I am enclosing my answers 

to Crossword No.17. I am 
happy that I could complete 
the puzzle, but the greater joy 
is in reading the Scripture and 
meditating on the epistles of 
James and Peter (1&2). I am 
thankful to the Lord.

Nirmala Butt, Hyderabad, 
Telangana.

Worth Reading!
The June 2015 issue of LOL 

is worth reading, in particular 
the Editorial titled Scientific 
Temper and the article Little 
Compromises by Jacob Ninan. 
So also are the articles One Short 
Life by Samuel Manoharam, 
Offering Obedience by the young 
writer Susan Ann Samuel, and 
The Basics of Basileia by Suresh 
Manoharan. We can taste and 
see that the Lord is good. May 
God be with you.

P. D. Arthur Prasad,  
Mysore, Karnataka.

Scripturally Sound
With reference to your 

Editorial, Scientific Temper 
(June 2015), which is well 
written and scripturally sound 
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on what could be a tricky topic, 
I go by this maxim, “True 
religion and true science will 
never contradict each other as 
both come from one Source – 
God. The Bible is God’s written 
word and the physical world is 
God’s spoken word.” We have 
often interpreted wrongly, 
leading to contradictions. The 
Catholic Church forced Galileo 
to recant his findings because 
of wrong understanding by 
the church at that time. As for 
miracles, God is sovereign. The 
laws He made, He can suspend 
for a while. That’s when 
miracles happen. Christendom 
has had several clear headed 
geniuses who could explain 
and match science and its 
Creator. “I believe in the Son, 
as I believe in the Sun: not only 
because I see it, but because by 
it I see everything else,” said C. 
S. Lewis.
D.S. Emmanuel, Vellore,  T N.

Very Useful
Greetings to you all in the 

most holy name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! The Light of Life 
magazine is an encouragement 
to us in our Christian life. All 
the articles are very useful for 
our life. We have decided to 

introduce the magazine to our 
Christian friends.

Rev. Raju Swaruban,  
Shalom Trust, Coimb, TN.

Fish Out Of Water!
Without LOL magazine, we 

feel like fish out of water!
Finally we have received 

your magazines. Every month, 
by the second week, we 
look forward to Light of Life 
magazine and enquire from 
the Post Office whether our 
mail from Mumbai has come 
or not. As soon as we received 
the magazine (two of them) 
on 25 June, we started reading 
them. We don’t read it just for 
the sake of reading, but we 
are eager to be informed of 
the current events happening 
all over the world, as well 
as the articles that penetrate 
our hearts and minds. We are 
inspired to remain spiritually 
alert and actively participate 
in prayer to support the 
magazine ministry.God bless 
your team as we see new 
writers, especially the young 
ones, witnessing through their 
spiritually sound thinking 
process. With kind regards.

Benjamin R.K.Lall, Assam
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WHERE IS FREEDOM GOING?

Charlie Hebdo, a French 
weekly magazine (heb-
do means weekly), was 

in the news recently when two 
armed men walked into its office 
and shot 12 people dead. This 
magazine, which was known for 
its satire aimed at religion, poli-
tics and culture, was attacked 
apparently for publishing a 
cartoon of the Islamic prophet 
Mohammed. Many people pro-
tested worldwide against this 
attack, using the phrase Je suis 
Charlie (meaning ‘I am Charlie’) 
to denote their stand for free-
dom of speech. But it also re-
kindled another debate on what 
freedom meant and if it had any 
limits. Can one man’s freedom 
of expression ignore another 
man’s sensitivities? Should one 
man’s freedom be affected by 
another man’s opinions?

Personal freedom is certainly 
not without limits. For one 
thing, we are simply unable to 
do whatever we like because we 

are hindered by limitations of 
our own abilities. Many times, 
we are also hindered by other 
people and circumstances.

Another thing, as someone 
said, is that even when we are 
free to choose what to say or 
do, we are not free to choose 
the consequences. “Do not be 
deceived, God is not mocked; 
for whatever a man sows, this 
he will also reap” (Gal.6:7). 
“We have in our hands the 
most potent weapon God has 
ever given man—freedom of 
speech. But with this great 
freedom must go a strong 
sense of responsibility for what 
we say,” said Billy Graham. 
Freedom, whether it is about 
speech or action, is not absolute 
freedom. We must recognise its 
boundaries, how it is affected 
by boundaries around us and 
how it impinges on boundaries 
of other people or situations. 
Our freedom cannot be directed 
merely to gain our own interests, 
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but must also be held in check 
to make sure that others are 
either happy with it, or at least 
that it will be tolerable for them. 
And, of course, the exercise of 
our freedom must be within the 
limits that are pleasing to God.

But what we find in the 
present times is that there is 
an increasing emphasis on 
personal freedom, as if it is 
unquestionable, or it is the only 
factor that one has to ultimately 
consider. It is based on this 
premise that women choose to 
abort their babies, homosexuals 
continue with their behaviour, 
marriage is redefined, divorce 
rates are shooting up, etc. The 
declension in this direction has 
become very rapid in the recent 
times, indicating our nearness 
to the end of this world.

When God created man and 
woman in His image, with 
an ability to choose their own 
course of action, He knew He 
was taking a big risk that they 
would misuse this freedom. 
“Without free will, man would 
not be created ‘in the image of 
God’. With it, he has the power 
to defy God’s wishes and to 
bring misery on himself and 
others” (C. S. Lewis). God knew 
the danger, and that is why He 
had chalked out the story of the 
cross even before the foundation 
of the earth (Rev.13:8).

The only restriction God laid 
out for Adam and Eve with 
respect to their freedom in the 
Garden of Eden was that they 
should not eat from the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil. 
They could not reconcile with 
that restriction. Satan made 
them believe that this restriction 
was not in their interest, and that 
they stood to gain their ‘real’ 
freedom—to enjoy the fruit and 
to become like God with their 
own knowledge of good and 
evil—if they chose to step out of 
its restrictions.

We must not forget the fact 
that they had the freedom to eat 
from the tree of life, which they 
ignored. We can imagine that 
if they had chosen to abide by 
God-given restrictions on their 
freedom and chosen to eat from 
the tree of life, they would have 
been able to live forever most 
happily within the boundaries 
set by God. By choosing to 
throw off boundaries to their 
freedom, they became slaves to 
limitations and distortions of 
every kind.

Once they had disobeyed God 
and chosen to live independently 
of Him, He had to throw them 
out of the Garden, lest they 
ate from the tree of life in their 
present condition!

It is common sense to realise 
that the do’s and don’ts God 
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gives us are for our very best; 
the don’ts protect us from 
getting into harm’s way and 
getting hurt, and the do’s show 
us the way to greater happiness 
and satisfaction of life. Satan 
wants us to think that these 
do’s and don’ts are restrictions 
to our freedom, and that if only 
we would throw away these 
restrictions we would find 
the way to greater enjoyment 
of life. But facts prove the 
contrary. If we sow to the flesh, 
we cannot in any way prevent 
the corruption that will come 
our way subsequently. We just 
have to look around and see 
how this is being played out in 
innumerable lives, and perhaps 
we are ourselves smarting 
from the hurts we have caused 
ourselves from the wrong 
choices of the past.

Some restrictions on our 
freedom are for the good of 
others. Romans 14 talks about 
not doing things that might 
cause others to stumble or show 
contempt for others. “Therefore 
do not let what is for you a 
good thing be spoken of as evil” 
(v.16). To flaunt our freedom in 
total inconsideration of others 
can hardly be called Christ-
like in the face of the One who 
even laid down His life for the 
others.

Real freedom comes only from 
Jesus. “If the Son makes you free, 
you will be free indeed” (Jn. 8:36 
emphasis added). This freedom 
is within the boundaries God 
sets for us, through His written 
word and through the reminders 
of the Holy Spirit working in our 
hearts (Isa.30:21). If we listen to 
God and say ‘no’ to whatever 
He says ‘no’ to, we will keep out 
of a lot of hurts, and if we say 
‘yes’ to whatever He says ‘yes’ 
to we can get to enjoy our life 
more and more. This is a daily 
choice we need to make, and 
then our freedom will be greatly 
superior to the freedom people 
are clamouring after. It will be 
seen in the course of time where 
their ‘freedom’ has led them to 
and where ours has.

What is happening in the 
world today is that, prompted  
by Satan, large numbers of 
people are running towards 
what they believe will give 
greater freedom, not realising 
that they will actually be 
getting into greater bondages, 
getting themselves tied into 
more and more knots that will 
be extremely difficult, if not 
impossible, to untangle later 
on. Taking up activist positions, 
many are pushing for removal 
of legal restrictions that hinder 
their run, and courts are taking 
up what they consider to be 
the ‘safe’ approach of saying 
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scient and omnipotent, but also
sovereign, doing whatever He
pleases (Ps.115:3). No one can
control Him or tell Him what He
should do. At the same time He
answers our prayers and acts
according to our request! He
tells us to ask whatever we want,
but answers us if we pray ac-
cording to His will
(Jn.14:13;1Jn.5:14,15).

This mystery of prayer has
puzzled people throughout
times. Some argue that we
need not pray anything be-
cause anyway God will do
what He wants, and others in-
sist that God will do whatever
we ask. Many times we don't
get what God wants us to get
because we don't ask, and at
other times God doesn't an-
swer because we ask wrongly
(Jas.4:2,3). Many times God
gives us what we need even
without our asking (Mt.5:45).
God's truth here has many
sides, and it would not be right
to take one sided views by ne-
glecting the other sides.

Leaders And Servants
In the kingdom of God, the

greatest ones are those who
serve all (Lk.22:24-27)! Jesus
said that in the world leaders
would lord it over the others,
but in His kingdom they would
serve the others
(Matt.20:25,26). For leaders to
serve seems to be a contradic-
tion in idea as well as practice.
When we look around we see
many Christian leaders who do

not seem to have understood
this and who go on lording it
over the others in their pursuit
of the top position.

Equal But Different
When it comes to husbands

and wives, there is equality in
God's eyes (Gal.3:28), yet there
are differences in roles, and
wives are to submit to their
husbands who are their heads
(Eph.5:22,23)! Some men find
it difficult to accept the fact of
equality and consider women
as if they were an inferior cre-
ation. Some women fight for
equality and find it difficult to
think of submitting to their
husbands. Yet both are truths
from God's word. Actually if
husbands love their wives as
Christ loves the church it
makes it easier for their wives
to submit to them, and if the
wives submit, it makes it
easier for the husbands to love
them!

Conclusion
There would be many other

similar examples we can take
from the Bible. But what this
shows us is that we should re-
sist the temptation to make too
much of a truth which we like
without looking to see if there
are other truths we need in or-
der to get a balanced view.

Jacob Ninan enjoys writing,
speaking and counselling.

that they have no jurisdiction 
on individual choices. Giving 
in to this pressure and bowing 
to popular opinion, different 
churches are choosing to 
override the Bible and accept 
the ‘prevailing social norms’.

When the people of Ireland 
chose to sanction same sex 
marriage by a public vote, in 
one sense there was dismay 
from many quarters, but, on the 
other hand, this development 
was only to be expected as the 
natural result of the trend that 
has overtaken the world. The 
reaction from the church was 
rather muted, and surprisingly it 
was a self-declared ‘gay’ atheist 
who rebuked the church for not 
taking a stand, in an article in 
The Spectator entitled, “As a gay 
atheist, I want to see the church 
oppose same-sex marriage.” The 
US followed very soon when 
their Supreme Court decided 
that the States had no right to 
ban same sex marriages.

Very few dare to speak against 
public opinion, and as a result, 
very few are raising their voices 
against the apostasy that is 
beginning to dominate many 
churches. Words of correction 
or rebuke are hardly heard from 
the pulpit because people like 
to hear soothing words that tell 
them that everything is going to 
be all right. Let those who know 
the Lord pray (2Chr.7:14,15), 
stand for God’s truth, and 
speak God’s words. Perhaps 
seeing the fast rate of apostasy 
will cause some faithful ones to 
wake up and take a stand for 
the truth. “It was for freedom 
that Christ set us free; therefore 
keep standing firm and do not 
be subject again to a yoke of 
slavery” (Gal.5:1).

Christian, born-again believer girl 29 years old, 5’7” height, MBA, HR, 
working as a senior HR executive with IT company in Pune, seeking a suitable 
believer groom. Mail: mailmatrimony@yahoo.com. Ph: 9890093827.

A Christian family seeks marriage proposal for their daughter aged 41 years, 
height 5’4”, God-fearing, fair, good looking, with sound Christian values. 
Currently working in the U.S. Education: Ph.D (USA). Bachelors (Mumbai). 
Seeking God-fearing, qualified and suitable match. Please contact with all 
details and a recent photograph on e-mail: forhisgrace74@yahoo.com

MATRIMONIAL



Light of Life 12 August 2015



Light of Life 13 August 2015

THE POWER OF CHOICE
Zac Poonen

Every time you say no to a temptation,  
you are developing character.

What is sin? People 
talk about sin, but 
they don’t very often 

understand what it is. When we 
realise that sin is what makes us 
distant from God, it is important 
that we understand it. 

Why do some men often 
behave like animals? Don’t you 
feel, sometimes, that perhaps 
you yourself, your behaviour 
– if you are honest – is just like 
that of an animal? The way some 
human beings behave towards 
each another is the way dogs 
bare their teeth at one another. 
What is the answer? The answer 
is: such men are only interested 
in their bodily needs and their 
own existence on this earth 
rather than in things related to 
their existence on earth. 

Animal Instincts
What is an animal interested 

in? An animal has no spiritual 
values. There is no animal in 
this world who thinks about 
God. You never find a reli-
gious monkey or a religious dog 
kneeling down anywhere, or 
doing any act of worship. But 
when it comes to man, even out 
there in the jungles, barbarians, 

who know nothing about any 
religion, who have never been 
educated, they have a sense that 
there is a god whom they have 
displeased in some way. And 
that is why they make sacrifices. 
Maybe, they worship the sun or 
a tree, or something else, some 
created thing. Man has the sense 
that he is answerable to some su-
preme being. No animal has that. 

What is an animal interested 
in then? Food, sleep, sexual sat-
isfaction, taking care of its little 
ones, and that is all. You see 
animals with their head always 
bent down to the earth. They 
are all interested in the things 
of earth. There is no future for 
them. When they die they be-
come dust; that is all. But man is 
created primarily to be a child of 
God. We have a body, of course. 
We need food, God has created 
us with sexual desire, and we 
need to sleep. All these things 
are okay. There is nothing wrong 
with any of these, provided they 
are fulfilled in legitimate ways. 
If we are hungry, we shouldn’t 
steal in order to eat food. There 
are legitimate ways of earning 
our living. It is proper to sleep, 
but not to sleep when you are on 
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There is a part of us that 
is much deeper than our 
mind. Many people think 
that man is just body and 
mind or body and soul, 

with the soul consisting of 
our mind, our emotions, 
and our personality. No, 
man is deeper than that. 

duty and doing something im-
portant. In the same way with 
sexual satisfaction; God has or-
dained marriage for the fulfil-
ment of that. There are lawful 
ways in which God has planned 
for man to fulfil these legitimate 
needs of food, sleep and sexual 
satisfaction. 

Humans Versus Animals
Now animals don’t think like 

that. They have no laws. They 
try to fulfil these 
longings in any 
way possible. Even 
if it means fighting 
with other animals 
and tearing them 
to pieces, it doesn’t 
make a difference. 
When a man 
behaves like that, 
we can say that 
he is reduced to the level of an 
animal. When man has no spiritual 
values and he is only interested 
in earthly things, we can say he 
has descended to the level of the 
animals. But God didn’t create us 
to be like that. He has created us 
to be like Him – moral, upright, 
with character and self-control – 
and not to be a slave to animal 
passions. I mean, the mere fact 
that we, as human beings, are 
cleverer than animals – that we 
are educated and we can solve 
mathematical problems, unlike 
a dog or a monkey – doesn’t 

make us necessarily better than 
them. There is a lot of difference 
between being cleverer and  
being better than them. Because 
we find that even clever, educated 
people are often slaves to greed, 
sexual lust, anger, bitterness, 
and selfishness. And very often 
their behaviour, in spite of their 
being PhDs and intelligent and 
clever, is exactly like that of 
animals. Do you know why? 
Because they haven’t dealt with 

the most important 
problem in their 
life; and that is sin.

There is a part 
of us that is much 
deeper than our 
mind. Many peo-
ple think that 
man is just body 
and mind or body 

and soul, with the soul consist-
ing of our mind, our emotions, 
and our personality. No, man is 
deeper than that. There is a part 
of man which is much deeper 
than the soul. That is what the 
Bible calls our spirit. Our spirit 
is what makes us aware of the fact 
that there is a God. No animal has 
it. So all the chaos, confusion, 
diseases and evil in this world 
are the direct result of man dis-
obeying God, ignoring what His 
Spirit is prompting him to hear – 
the voice of God; ignoring that, 
and listening to the devil. 
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Purpose Of Temptation
God gave man a free will. If we 

didn’t have freedom of choice, 
we would be like robots. We 
would obey God automatically 
like a robot obeys, but we could 
never become children of God. A 
robot cannot be your child. God 
took that risk, we can say, of the 
possibility of man disobeying 
Him, of bringing chaos and 
confusion into this world, by 
disobeying Him and listening to 
the devil, being deceived by the 
devil. But He was willing to take 
that risk because He wanted 
children. He wanted those 
who would obey Him out of 
voluntary choice freely, not out 
of compulsion. The first man and 
woman that God created, Adam 
and Eve, were created innocent. 
And they had to make a choice, 
if they wanted to be holy. They 
had the freedom of will and, in 
order to make that choice, they 
had to be tempted.

How do you know, for  
example, whether your child 
will obey you if you put him 
in a room with freedom to do 
whatever he wants to? Supposing 
you are going away from home 
and you tell your son, “You can 
do anything you like till we come 
back,” you will never discover 
whether your son is obedient 
or not. If you want to find out 
whether your son is obedient or 
not, you should say something 

like this, “Well, you can do 
anything you like in this house, 
except one thing. You should 
not open that tin of biscuits and 
eat any biscuit while Daddy and 
Mommy are away.” When you 
make one restriction like that, 
you can find out whether he is 
obedient. He can do anything; 
he can play, he can read books, 
he can do anything. But there is 
one thing you have told him not 
to do. When you come back and 
see if he has done that one thing 
which you told him not to, you 
discover whether he is obedient 
or not. That is why temptation 
is necessary for man to prove 
his obedience; for man to make 
a choice and say, “I say ‘no’ to 
something and ‘yes’ to God.”

When God created Adam 
and Eve, He placed them in a 
garden and they could eat of 
any tree in that garden. There 
were beautiful trees with plenty 
of good fruits, and God said 
they could eat anything. God 
told Adam and Eve, “There is 
one thing I don’t want you to 
do: there is one particular tree 
here which I don’t want you to 
eat of.” It wasn’t very difficult. 
There were a thousand other 
trees which had excellent fruit, 
which they could have gone to. 
There was another tree called 
the tree of life, which they could 
have gone to also. It was not that 
God planted one thousand trees 
and told them that they were not 



Light of Life 16 August 2015

to eat from 999 of them and they 
could only eat from one. Then we 
could say that that would have 
been tough. God told Adam and 
Eve that there was only one tree 
that they should not eat of.

There we see the purpose 
of temptation. It is for man to 
become holy. As he says ‘no’ 
to temptation, he could become 
holy. But, on the other hand, if 
he says ‘yes’ to temptation, then 
he would sin. That choice was 
necessary.

Choose Holiness
Now there is a lot 

of difference between 
being innocent and 
being holy. Inno-
cence is what you 
see in a baby. You 
know that a baby 
is ignorant of good 
and evil, neither 
holy nor perfect. 
But if a little baby 
has to become 
a man of character, he has to 
make choices. Adam, though 
he was physically like a grown 
man, was in a sense like a baby. 
He was innocent and he had to 
make a choice of refusing evil 
and choosing God in order to 
become a mature, spiritual man, 
which is what God wanted him 
to be. There we understand the 
reason why God permits us to 
be tempted with our passions, 

with things that we know are 
wrong, and why God allows Sa-
tan to tempt us.

Every time you say ‘no’ to a 
temptation, you are developing 
character. The type of person 
you are today is the net result of 
all the decisions that you have 
made in your life so far. If others 
around you are better, it is be-
cause they made better choices, 
and if you are evil, it is because 
the choices you made were evil.

We can’t do anything about 
our past, but we can do some-
thing about the future. It is sin to 

choose evil, and holi-
ness to choose God. 
Jesus has come to 
show us this, so 
that we can know 
what is good for 
us. He has not 
only come to show 
us what is right, 
He has come also 
to help us. Will 

you pray a little prayer right 
now, and say, “Lord, I can’t do 
anything about the past years of 
my life, but I want to do some-
thing about the future. I want 
to choose what will please You. 
Lord Jesus, help me.” He will 
help you. 

Zac Poonen  
is a Bible teacher and the 

author of a number of books 
on the deeper Christian life. 

He resides in Bangalore.

The type of person you are 
today is the net result of all 
the decisions that you have 
made in your life so far. If 

others around you are better, 
it is because they made 

better choices, and if you are 
evil, it is because the choices 

you made were evil.
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DIsaPPOInTIng TImEs
Shantanu Dutta

The church today is God’s Israel to fight the forces of evil.

L ike many others, 
I watched with 
bated breath a new 

government take office in Delhi 
some months ago. In May of 
last year, we had witnessed an 
epochal change at the national 
level and now we were about to 
witness one in our city. To me, it 
was like a bloodless revolution, 
bringing in sweeping change. 
But the optimism did not last 
long. It did not take months, 
but just a few weeks, before the 
bickering in the top echelons of 
the ruling party 
spilled out into 
the public space 
dashing all hopes 
of a new dawn 
to the ground. 
Over time, it has 
only got worse as the bickering 
amplified to occupy more space 
and involve more and more 
people. It has been discouraging 
to watch one’s dreams die and 
slowly get cast aside, and coping 
has not been easy. 

Discouragement is a part 
life. It comes usually when 
we do all the right things, 
but see no results. We work 

hard, but notice no progress. 
Whatever the situation, we give 
it our all, but nothing happens. 
Discouragement makes us 
want to quit, saying things 
we shouldn’t say; that’s how 
Jeremiah felt. God called him 
to speak a difficult message to 
a rebellious people. He obeyed. 
Yet on one occasion Jeremiah 
so angered an assistant to the 
high priest and chief security 
officer for the temple, Pashhur, 
that the man arrested Jeremiah, 
beat him, and threw him in jail. 

Here was a man in 
deep distress. He 
endured physical, 
e m o t i o n a l , 
spiritual and 
p r o f e s s i o n a l 
anguish. He 

walked into deep despair, all 
for doing God’s will. Often in 
our discouragement we look 
inward – to our problems, our 
frustrations, and our situation, 
though we need to look upward 
to God who has not abandoned 
us. 

Can we imagine the difference 
it would make in our thinking if 
we remained consciously aware 

Can we imagine the 
difference it would make 

in our thinking if we 
remained consciously 

aware that God is with us? 
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that God is with us? Imagine go-
ing into a difficult board meet-
ing knowing that God is beside 
us. Envision confronting the 
status quo with the mighty arm 
of the Lord surrounding us. 
Knowledge of  God’s  presence 
can help us accomplish many 
things, despite our discourage-
ment. It provides the necessary 
courage and perseverance. 

In a day when ‘under privi-
leged’ means not having remote 
control for our colour television 
set, it’s hard to deal with the real 
disappointments in life. We can 
make things even worse when 
we have unreal-
istic expectations. 
Often our expecta-
tions exceed God’s 
plan. We get so 
caught up in seek-
ing to live a comfortable lifestyle 
that we lose sight of reality. We 
believe our God should be one-
who makes our lives comfort-
able. It is hard for us to feel the 
presence of God when our ex-
pectations aren’t met. We need 
to realise that all Christians go 
through disappointment and 
many of the psalms are cries 
of desperation. We also need 
to understand that disappoint-
ment also comes as a result of 
believing Satan’s deception. The 
answer to disillusionment is to 
set our eyes firmly on what God 

says and to bring our expecta-
tions and thoughts in line with 
that truth.

Why shouldn’t we expect dif-
ficulties as we engage in the war 
between heaven and earth? In 
the book of Revelation, John 
spoke of Pergamum as the city 
where Satan’s throne was lo-
cated. In Moses’ world, there is 
little doubt that Satan’s throne 
was established in Egypt. It was 
from Egypt that Satan swayed 
the world with his demonic 
powers. Moses was facing the 
demonic powers of the world 
head on as he faced Pharaoh.

Pharaoh be-
lieved himself to 
be a god. He asks, 
“Who is the Lord 
that I should obey 
Him and let Israel 

go?” The concept of gods in the 
ancient world was much dif-
ferent from our concepts. The 
ancient world believed that the 
most powerful people were 
more powerful because their 
gods were more powerful. It 
appeared to Pharaoh that his 
gods were more powerful than 
the Hebrew God, or else they 
wouldn’t be slaves.

We should expect onslaughts 
from the devil when we choose 
to do what is right. The moment 
we decide to obey is the moment 

Why shouldn’t we expect 
difficulties as we engage 

in the war between heaven 
and earth? 
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We should expect 
onslaughts from the devil 

when we choose to do 
what is right. The moment 

we decide to obey is the 
moment troubles intensify. 
The church today is God’s 
Israel to fight the forces of 

evil.

troubles intensify. The church 
today is God’s 
Israel to fight the 
forces of evil. The 
church is God’s 
frontline defence. 
Why shouldn’t 
Christians expect 
conflict when they 
live on the front 
battle lines?

Meanwhile, my 
own disappointments have not 
receded; if anything, I can see 
more of the thunder clouds and 

 hear more of the thunder claps 
on the horizon. But 
like Hababkuk, 
I have taken up 
my seat on the 
watchtower and 
wait to see which 
way the clouds 
will eventually 
blow.
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Applications are invited by the eligible Christian 
Candidates residing in Mumbai for the following post 
at The Bible Society of India, Bombay Auxiliary office, 
Fort, Mumbai – 400001.

Post: Driver : Group D 2 (Male)

Salary Scale : 3680-200-5680-240-9280-280-
12080

Approximate Rs. : 11,784/- per month

Qualification : 10th Pass + Valid Driving License 

   (Knowledge of all the roads in  
Mumbai & Maharashtra)

Apply on plain paper (preferably typed) giving 
complete bio-data alongwith copies of certificates and 
recommendation of Pastor. Application must reach 
the following address on or before 31st August 2015. 
Please note application received after due date will not 
be eligible.

Address: 
The Bible Society of India 

Bombay Auxiliary – Maharashtra & Goa 
Malhotra House, ground Floor, 

Opp. GPO, Fort, Mumbai – 400 001. 
Tel: 022-22611707

VACANCY
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The Preamble to our 
Constitution under-
scores that India is a 

‘secular’ state, where ‘secular’ 
entails that the nation will have 
no religion and that it will treat 
adherents of every religion 
equally, without any discrimi-
nation. Given this ‘idea of India’ 
set out in the Preamble, 
discrimination against 
any religious commu-
nity will undermine the 
very ‘idea of India’ that 
has been bequeathed to 
the present generation. 
The legal system that is derived 
from the Preamble thus pro-
vides measures to seek justice 
whenever there is injustice done 
to any particular religious com-
munity. From the constitutional 
point of view, it is very much in 
tune with maintaining the ‘idea 
of India’ whenever Christians 
stand up for justice whenever 
injustice is done. On the con-
trary, not seeking justice for be-
ing discriminated on the basis 
of religion is to undermine the 
‘idea of India’ that was envi-
sioned and nurtured by the pre-
vious generation and passed on 
to the present generation, which 

then must be passed on to the 
future generations.

Equality 
The apostle Paul, in his letter 

to the Romans, writes that gov-
erning authorities have been es-
tablished by God, and therefore 
everyone must submit to the 
authority. For Paul’s primary 

audience, the author-
ity would be the king; 
but it is a fair reading 
of the text to refer to 
democratically elected 
and installed members 

in our context who provide gov-
ernance according to the consti-
tution of the state. Paul further 
states, “he (the one in author-
ity) is God’s servant, an agent of 
wrath to bring punishment on 
the wrongdoer” (Rom.13:4 NIV). 
This underscores that one key 
duty Paul expects the governing 
authority to perform is to pun-
ish the wrongdoer – those who 
commit injustice. The concept 
of injustice or justice is not en-
tirely always the same for every 
political community. However, 
for any given political commu-
nity, the concept of justice that 
the legal framework provides 

JUsTICE
Jeremiah A. V. Duomai

To silently bear injustice without seeking legal recourse  
is not being a good citizen.
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is the minimum requirement 
that the governing authority has 
to ensure for its citizen. If the 
constitution, and thus the legal 
system, guarantees equality to 
all religions, then the thrust of 
Paul’s letter would insist that 
those who commit injustice 
against any religious commu-
nity must be punished.

Love, Forgiveness And 
Justice

When members of religion 
‘A’ commit injustice against 
members of religion ‘B’, Paul’s 
injunction would entail that 
governing author-
ity punishes the 
wrongdoer. The 
matter gets com-
plicated when the 
religion ‘B’ hap-
pens to be Chris-
tianity. Should Christians seek 
justice that may result in mem-
bers of religion ‘A’ being pun-
ished for the wrong committed? 
Shouldn’t love triumph over 
justice in such a situation?

Punishment is not of a single 
kind. ‘An eye for an eye’ is 
a retributive punishment. In 
this sort of punishment, the 
quantum of punishment is given 
in proportion to the wrong 
committed. But the punishment 
given by loving parents to a child 
is not of this kind. Punishment 
in such a situation is to correct 

the child, but the quantum of 
punishment is not necessarily 
in accordance with the quantum 
of the wrong committed. The 
motive for such punishment is 
to correct the erring child. This 
is reformative in nature. This 
reformative punishment is the 
kind one can infer when God 
punishes Israel by sending them 
into exile. When Christians are 
the victims of injustice, the kind 
of punishment that we seek from 
the governing authority must 
be of reformative nature. The 
victim cannot really decide on 
the quantum of punishment the 

culprit receives; 
the state sets that. 
But love for the 
offender – that he 
mends his ways 
– must motivate 
the victim to seek 

justice from the governing 
authority.

Christians are called to love. It 
is love that leads to forgiveness. 
However, for the forgiveness 
to be effective, it is needful for 
the offender to acknowledge 
his guilt. The victim’s act of 
forgiveness becomes ineffective 
for the offender if he refuses to 
admit his guilt.

The Righteous Judge
To silently bear injustice with-

out seeking legal recourse is 
not being a good citizen, nor 

love for the offender – that 
he mends his ways – must 
motivate the victim to seek 
justice from the governing 

authority.
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is it being a faithful Christian. 
The governing authority in In-
dia is not one that has consis-
tently side-lined constitutional 
measures. Therefore, to give up 
hope on the constitutional and 
legal measure to provide justice 
to the victim is wrong as much 
as it is wrong to disobey and 
act beyond constitutional mea-
sure. To be faithful Christians 
and good citizens, we must seek 
and uphold justice, irrespective 
of the religious affiliation of the 
victims.

The human concept of justice 
and righteousness is not always 
fair. Very often, victims never 
get to see justice being delivered 

by the governing authority. 
Justice is being delayed and 
derailed time and again. For 
the Christian, the day when 
all unsettled injustices will be 
vindicated is when the Lord 
Jesus returns in person and 
every knee bows before Him. 
While we seek justice now, we 
also set our eyes beyond the 
earthly horizon and keep our 
hope alive for the day when the 
Righteous Judge sets all things 
right.

Jeremiah A V Duomai is 
pursuing PhD in Moral 
& Political Philosophy, 

Department of Philosophy, 
Delhi University. 

A Christian retreat centre,  few kms away from Mumbai  
set in the natural landscape of Badlapur. Ideal for  
conducting  retreats,  trainings,  conferences  & meetings.  

Facilities available :  
 Dormitories 
 Prayer / Conference Hall 
 AC & Non AC rooms 
 Kitchen  facility 

  

Address : 507 Bendshil Village 
Bendshil Chincholi Road 
Kulgaon Post, Badlapur (East) 
Maharashtra - 421503 
Contact : 9503722250 
Email : ohannahretreat@gmail.com 
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sEVEn mOUnTaIns OF 
InFLUEnCE

Jacob Ninan

Abstract. Three famous Christian 
leaders heard God telling them 
that what they needed to do to 
impact the world for Christ was 
to have Christians become active 
in the spheres of culture that have 
maximum influence on people’s 
lives, which God called ‘the seven 
mountains of influence’. A lot 
of attention has been taken up 
worldwide in this direction. I am 
arguing that this message was not 
from God, but that it has managed 
to divert a lot of attention, energy 
and efforts from God’s focus for 
people.

Historical Background
Bill Bright, founder of Campus 

Crusade for Christ, and Loren 
Cunningham, founder of Youth 
With A Mission, reported in 1975 
that God had independently told 
both of them that if Christians 
wanted to impact the nations 
for Jesus Christ, they would 
have to affect seven core areas 
of culture which He called 
the ‘seven mountains’, viz., 
arts/entertainment, business, 
education, family, government, 
media and religion. It was 
because Christians had lost 

their presence in these spheres 
of culture that they lacked 
influence. Later on, Frances 
Schaeffer of L’abri, France, said 
that God had given him also the 
same message.

It does look as if it makes sense. 
God’s purpose is not only that 
all of us should individually be 
saved from our sins, and become 
His children and citizens in 
His kingdom, but also that we 
should influence the world 
around us in a positive way. 
Jesus pointed out that we are to 
be the light and salt of the earth. 
And these ‘mountains’ represent 
areas that greatly influence the 
lives of people. Since it is not 
the Christian leaders, but the 
common Christians who are out 
there in the market place which 
these mountains represent, it 
also brings out the point that it is 
not just the duty of the Christian 
leaders to carry out the task of 
reaching out to the masses, but 
that of every Christian working 
in every sphere of life.

The Developing Story
Over the years, Christians from 

different denominations have 
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developed this theme in different 
directions, contributing their own 
emphases. All of them do not 
agree with all other emphases, 
but each one sees their task as 
being primary. Some explained 
that this was referring to the 
restoration of the dominion over 
the world which Adam and Eve 
had lost because of their sin. 
Now that Jesus has completed 
His work of redemption, it has 
become possible to retake this 
dominion. For some others, it 
was an extension 
to their belief that 
since Jesus has 
reversed all the 
effects of man’s 
fall, we Christians 
became eligible 
for a prosperous 
and trouble-free 
life as was the case 
before the Fall, 
being the head 
and not the tail, 
and this was going 
to be worked out through 
Christian involvement in the 
seven mountains. Some of 
them focus on the mountain 
called business which can fund 
all other mountains. For some 
other Christians who believed 
that Christians were not going 
to be taken to heaven one day, 
but heaven was going to come 
down to earth, the cleansing of 

all the seven mountains would 
lead to preparing the way for 
this to happen. For others, 
this would fulfil their goal of 
improving the social conditions 
and the standard of living 
across the world as Christians 
got involved strongly in all 
areas of life. Some others took 
this as God’s mandate for 
taking over the government of 
the world through Christian 
political leaders so that Jesus 
can become king on the earth. 

Etc.
Many of these 

people became 
energised by the 
belief that God 
had given this 
prophetic message 
at this time for the 
fulfilment of what 
God had given 
each group as its 
goal. Now, the 
intensity of their 

focus on their particular goals 
has heightened to such an extent 
that all other things began to 
fade in value and priority. They 
began to proclaim separately 
what came to be known as the 
‘dominion gospel’, ‘prosperity 
gospel’, ‘kingdom of God on 
earth gospel’, ‘social gospel’, etc. 
Different ones began to say that 
their particular goal was the real 
mandate from God rather than 

They began to proclaim 
separately what came to be 

known as the ‘dominion 
gospel’, ‘prosperity gospel’, 
‘kingdom of God on earth 
gospel’, ‘social gospel’, etc. 
Different ones began to say 
that their particular goal 

was the real mandate from 
God rather than what most 

people considered as the 
‘Great Commission’. 
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what most people considered 
as the ‘Great Commission’. 
Some of them claimed that what 
God told Adam and Eve to do 
before the Fall, “Be fruitful and 
multiply, and fill the earth, and 
subdue it; and rule over the fish 
of the sea and over the birds of 
the sky and over every living 
thing that moves on the earth,” 
was the original mandate for 
man which they lost with the 
Fall and which Jesus was now 
restoring.

What Went Wrong?
God’s purpose in creating man 

was not to find someone to rule 
the earth and take care of it, but 
for someone to have fellowship 
with. When God created the 
universe, and especially the 
earth and all there is in it, it was 
all for man to live in. Man was 
to have the dominant role on the 
earth. But it is important to see 
that the earth was made for man, 
and not man for the earth.

God created man in His image 
so that He could have fellowship 
with him. But Adam and Eve 
lost this relationship when they 
chose to live independently of 
Him. Then God sent His Son 
to open the way back to Him 
and to make it possible for 
His image to be restored in us 
(through a work of justification 
and sanctification). This work of 

redemption is what is uppermost 
in His mind with respect to us. 
When this work is finished on 
earth, He will start a new phase 
with His people on a new earth 
with a new heaven.

What seems to have happened 
is that the by-products of God’s 
salvation have become more 
important for some people than 
salvation itself. These people 
began to plan for bringing 
about the changes that would 
refine society and culture from 
their points of view, forgetting 
for the moment that unless people 
themselves got changed, mere 
change of circumstances, forms 
and facilities could not eliminate 
the inherent problems of human 
life. Many people have said 
at different times that what 
the people needed was better 
education, better health, 
better facilities, etc., and then 
everything would be fine. But 
such attempts have been proved 
to be totally inadequate time 
after time. All the improvements 
that man has brought about in 
education or living conditions 
have not managed to change the 
people inside, and evil continues 
to triumph. On the other hand, 
wherever God has moved in 
places through the power of the 
Gospel that changed people, 
society has also been affected 
for the better. We can also see 
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that even people, who have 
unlimited wealth and every 
facility they can think of, can 
be far from happy in their life. 
King Solomon tried out many 
such things and discovered that 
none of those things brought 
him real and lasting happiness. 
Imagine for a moment that the 
government came into Christian 
hands, and Christians began 
to control business, media, 
education, etc. 
Would that by 
itself bring about 
the kingdom of 
God on earth? 
Would people 
come to know 
God automatically 
when they enjoy 
comfort and 
plenty? On the 
contrary! Would 
it not still need the Gospel to be 
preached, and people to repent, 
believe in Jesus and be born 
again?

The Kingdom Of God
There are many Christians 

who are dedicated to various 
forms of improving the lot of 
people on earth, and they are 
all to be lauded. In fact, it is 
Christians who have contributed 
the maximum in health care, 
education, social changes, etc., 
especially in needy situations. 
But we can see that most of 

these projects started because 
these Christians were moved 
by the love of God in their lives 
and wanted to share it with the 
others so that they too might 
come to know God. Over time, 
many such projects have become 
mere humanitarian efforts and 
the Gospel has been left on the 
roadside.

In other words, the most 
crucial element of the process 

of building the 
kingdom of God 
is to preach the 
Gospel and help 
people to be 
‘converted’—not 
to change their 
religion, but to 
get into a proper 
relationship with 
God. If this is not 
done, even though 

all living conditions on earth 
have become better, there will 
still be no building of God’s 
kingdom.

So, people who move their 
attention from changing 
people’s lives to changing the 
culture and circumstances of 
life are actually putting the cart 
before the horse. Many seem to 
have actually done this in terms 
of their focus and efforts. Some 
have misunderstood, “Your 
kingdom come. Your will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven,” 

Without doubt, there 
is great need to change 
things on these ‘seven 

mountains’ which have 
become contaminated by 
immorality, selfishness, 

pleasure seeking, etc., and 
who can do it better than 
those whose hearts have 
been changed by God? 
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as if it implied an earthly 
kingdom which God wanted to 
set up.

Without doubt, there is 
great need to change things on 
these ‘seven mountains’ which 
have become contaminated by 
immorality, selfishness, pleasure 
seeking, etc., and who can do it 
better than those whose hearts 
have been changed by God? 
Certainly, God depends on 
Christians to effect these changes 
as they exist in this world as its 
salt and light, while at the same 
time being not of this world.

God wants His kingdom to 
be established where people 
subject themselves to His reign 
and do His will here and now, 
just as it is being done in heaven. 
Jesus clarified that the kingdom 
He had in mind was not of this 
world. The kingdom of God is 
also referred to as the kingdom 
of heaven. If it were to be a 
kingdom on earth, His soldiers 
would be there to fight for it. 
But it is a spiritual kingdom 
where we enthrone God as king 
in our hearts and where we 
subject ourselves to Him to do 
His will. While we are living 
in this world, this kingdom in 
our hearts marks us as being 
not of this world. The kingdom 
of God will provide its people 
righteousness, peace and joy in 
the Holy Spirit in their hearts 

even while they are living in this 
world of sin.

Jesus made it very clear that 
no one could enter this kingdom 
without being born again; in 
fact, people cannot even ‘see’ it 
without being born again. When 
more and more people enter into 
this kingdom through repenting 
from their sins and putting their 
trust in Jesus, they will influence 
the people and circumstances 
around them by being the salt 
and light of this world. This 
kingdom cannot be achieved by 
trying to improve life on earth.

In other words, without the 
preaching of the Gospel and 
people being born again, there 
cannot be any building of the 
kingdom of God. When people 
get into the kingdom, they will 
start impacting the world around 
them by being the salt and light 
of the world. The focus on the 
seven mountains is actually 
turning people’s attention to 
improving conditions on earth 
and not in people’s hearts, and 
away from doing what can 
actually bring in people to the 
kingdom of God—the preaching 
of the Gospel.

To be concluded.

Jacob Ninan is a Bible 
teacher and counsellor, 

helping people with their 
spiritual, psychological and 

relationship problems. He 
lives in Bangalore.
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scient and omnipotent, but also
sovereign, doing whatever He
pleases (Ps.115:3). No one can
control Him or tell Him what He
should do. At the same time He
answers our prayers and acts
according to our request! He
tells us to ask whatever we want,
but answers us if we pray ac-
cording to His will
(Jn.14:13;1Jn.5:14,15).

This mystery of prayer has
puzzled people throughout
times. Some argue that we
need not pray anything be-
cause anyway God will do
what He wants, and others in-
sist that God will do whatever
we ask. Many times we don't
get what God wants us to get
because we don't ask, and at
other times God doesn't an-
swer because we ask wrongly
(Jas.4:2,3). Many times God
gives us what we need even
without our asking (Mt.5:45).
God's truth here has many
sides, and it would not be right
to take one sided views by ne-
glecting the other sides.

Leaders And Servants
In the kingdom of God, the

greatest ones are those who
serve all (Lk.22:24-27)! Jesus
said that in the world leaders
would lord it over the others,
but in His kingdom they would
serve the others
(Matt.20:25,26). For leaders to
serve seems to be a contradic-
tion in idea as well as practice.
When we look around we see
many Christian leaders who do

not seem to have understood
this and who go on lording it
over the others in their pursuit
of the top position.

Equal But Different
When it comes to husbands

and wives, there is equality in
God's eyes (Gal.3:28), yet there
are differences in roles, and
wives are to submit to their
husbands who are their heads
(Eph.5:22,23)! Some men find
it difficult to accept the fact of
equality and consider women
as if they were an inferior cre-
ation. Some women fight for
equality and find it difficult to
think of submitting to their
husbands. Yet both are truths
from God's word. Actually if
husbands love their wives as
Christ loves the church it
makes it easier for their wives
to submit to them, and if the
wives submit, it makes it
easier for the husbands to love
them!

Conclusion
There would be many other

similar examples we can take
from the Bible. But what this
shows us is that we should re-
sist the temptation to make too
much of a truth which we like
without looking to see if there
are other truths we need in or-
der to get a balanced view.

Jacob Ninan enjoys writing,
speaking and counselling.
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TaLE OF THREE sHIPs
Tino Nazare

 Is Planet Earth going to be the Titanic in these latter days?

But as the days of Noah 
were, so also will the 
coming of the Son 

of Man be. For as in the days 
before the flood, they were 
eating and drinking, marrying 
and giving in marriage until the 
day that Noah entered the ark, 
and did not know until the day 
that Noah entered the ark, until 
the flood came and took them 
all away, so also will the coming 
of the Son of Man be” (Matt.24: 
37-39).

One night, in the cold North 
Atlantic there was this grim 
accident. The mighty SS Titanic 
sank at dawn! A huge question 
mark lingers to this day, “What 
went wrong?” Is Planet Earth 
going to be the Titanic in these 
latter days, metaphorically 
speaking?

One serene April morning 
in 1912, the SS Titanic had ma-
jestically sailed from the port 
of Liverpool  bound for  New 
York. It was her maiden voy-
age. There was much fanfare 
as champagne bottles were 
opened with the corks flying 
around. The passengers travel-
ling on board varied - the rich, 
the middle class and the poor 

seeking their fortunes in Amer-
ica. Some passengers basked in 
the luxurious elegance of the 
Titanic’ slavish decor, sump-
tuous menus and varieties of 
orchestras. The vessel had far 
surpassed the highest expec-
tations of its passengers, tech-
nological advances and the art 
of shipbuilding of those days. 
Besides, every proven safety 
feature was incorporated into 
this magnificent vessel. It was 
Titanic the unsinkable!

Will something similar take 
place at the end of the age, and 
many did not know until the flood 
cameor deliberately ignored the 
coming the son of Man? The Son 
of Man Himself reminds us of 
His return. There were mockers 
in the days of Noah and so there 
are today. This could also apply 
to the church. In the Book of 
Revelation chapters 2 and 3, 
there are warnings given by the 
Son of Man to the churches.

The Iceberg
As the Titanic party was going 

on, a deceptively large iceberg 
was drifting in the North 
Atlantic. Warning messages 
broadcast by two other ships 
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in the area were received but 
ignored.

The vessel then collided with 
this submerged mountain of 
ice which tore open her hull 
and within two hours, before 
the dawn of April 15, 1912, the 
‘unsinkable’ Titanic plunged 
to her watery grave, taking her 
passengers along the crew and 
all its treasure with her. Only 
about 706 survived. Lives would 
have been saved if the Titanic’s 
navigators had heeded the 
warning messages and changed 
course.

The Rock
On January 4, 1988, a tiny 

ship MV Logos left Port Ushuaia 
along Argentina’s South Atlantic 
coast via the treacherous Beagle 
Channel. This was an unusual 
ship crewed by volunteers of 
various nationalities and Chris-
tian denominations. At 2355 
hrs  the logos  hit a submerged 
object, ‘stood’ over and ‘rested’ 
upon this submerged rock. Her 
hull was torn open. The people 
in the ship were asleep at the 
time of her grounding and were 
woken up bythe frightening 
sound of the tearing metal be-
low them. They were all asked 
to leave their cabins and meet in 
the dining room with their life-
jackets. The vessel may have to 
be abandoned. It was midnight. 
And I am alive to tell this story!

As author/reporter Deborah 
Meroff who was sailing with us 
at that time penned in her book 
Footsteps in the sea, “Through 
the next long hours, we waited 
together, praying, singing and 
talking quietly. Our faith was 
strong. We were certain God 
would rescue the ship. It was 
His—MV Logos had served 
Him effectively for seventeen 
years. Various people shared 
verses of encouragement from 
the Psalms. ‘From the ends of 
the earth I call to You. I call as 
my heart grows faint, lead me 
to the rock that is higher than I’ 
(Psa.61:2). And ‘He who dwells 
in the shelter of the Most High 
will rest in the shadow of the 
Almighty’ (Psa.91:1). “You will 
not fear the terror of night, nor 
the sorrow that flies by day, nor 
the pestilence that stalks in the 
darkness (Psa.81:5-6). ‘Because 
he loves Me,’ says the Lord, ‘I 
will rescue him, I will protect 
him’ ”(Psa.91:14).

logos was far from a luxury 
ship; it belonged to the inter-
national ministry of Opera-
tion Mobilization (OM). It was 
a bookship. The all-volunteer 
ship company proclaimed the 
Good News of the kingdom by 
being and doing. Visitors were 
provided excellent educational 
and reading material besides the 
bestselling book, the Bible, made 
available in many languages. It 
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was a GC (Great Commission) 
vessel.

Six hours later we were on 
dry ground, after the vessel was 
given ‘abandon ship’ orders 
and the ship companygracefully 
got into the six lifeboats as the 
ship rolled. It was a miraculous 
escape and not a single life was 
lost. The Chilean navy ships 
assisted the rescue operation 
and we were brought safely 
ashore.

The Mountain
Much before the coming of 

the cyber age, and technol-
ogy like the GPS, satellites, 
radars and automated engine 
rooms, Noah was asked by 
God to build an ark. Why was 
this rudder-less, radar-less, 
sail-less, engine-less ship with 
just one door ordered to be 
constructed? And that too far 
away from the sea? Who was 
her Captain? And the Naviga-
tor? Why was this ark built? 
The fact that our Lord refers 
(Matt.24:28) to it implies it is 
of prophetic importance.

Genesis 6:5,6,11,12 give us the 
reasons. “The earth was filled 
with violence. It was corrupt; 
for all flesh had corrupted their 
way on the earth. The Lord saw 
that the wickedness of man 
was great in the earth, and that  
every intent of the thoughts of 

his heart was only evil continu-
ally. And the Lord was sorry 
that He had made man on the 
earth, and He was grieved in 
His heart.” There seems to be a 
connection with humankind’s 
lawless behaviour and the de-
struction of the planet Earth. 
And the Lord God’s heart was 
filled with pain.

Noah walked with the Lord 
God intimately andwas commis-
sioned to build the ark. He start-
ed the work with his sons and 
his family—Noah was a man 
of faith and obedience. When 
the door of the ark was ordered 
shut, Noah continued working 
inside. Imagine the smell of ani-
mals, plus the work of feeding 
them, and the pitching and roll-
ing as a result of storms outside. 
But Noah knew his Captain and 
the Navigator. When the flood 
receded, Noah and family with 
their cargo were atop a moun-
tain as the ark settled.

During the days of Noah, there 
were three groups: 1) Noah and 
his family, 2) Noah’s carpenters, 
and 3) the mockers whose main 
occupation was marrying and 
giving in marriage. Today we 
see three groups: the Jews, the 
Gentiles and the church of God.
Can some self-styled evangelists, 
pastors and more be equated to 
Noah’s carpenters? Even though 
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they were part of the ‘building 
of the ark’ they were taken by 
the flood.

Some Lessons
1. “Not even God can sink the 

Titanic,” was the designer’s 
boast. We have this deadly 
and earthly tendency to 
have excessive pride and 
reliance on technology be-
sides economy and our own 
resources. The written word 
of God warns us, “Pride goes 
before the destruction, and a 
haughty spirit before a fall” 
(Prov.16:18).

 The icebergs are deceptive, as 
only the tip is visible, but un-
derwater they are huge and 
deadly. We are deceived into 
thinking that sin is minor, 
and flirting with the world 
is of little consequence. “For 
the wages of sin is death, but 
the gift of God is eternal life 
in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(Rom.6:23).

 Jesus wants His church to be 
either ‘hot or cold’ and not to 
get vomited out. The warn-
ings are given to the Body 
by the Head (Rev.3:15-6). 
The key word is ‘repent’—a 
word the ‘carpenters’ have 
dropped out from their Gos-
pel sermons. We hear moreof 
prosperity, less crosses and 
more of crowns (statistics 

with photographs of achieve-
ments).

2. The sinking of the ‘unsink-
able’ Titanic illustrates the 
uncertainty of life and our 
need to be ready to stand be-
fore our Maker and Judge. 
The word of God urges us 
to be ready. Jesus tells the 
story about a wealthy farmer 
who said to himself, “Soul, 
you have many goods laid 
up for many years; take 
your ease; eat, drink, and 
be merry.”But God said to 
him, “Fool! This night your 
soul will be required of 
you”(Lk.12:19-20).

 There is now a boast that the 
national economy is growing. 
Could we be like those 
‘wealthy farmers’? And who 
will warn our countrymen 
of the impending disaster 
when we trust in economy 
and technology rather than 
in the One true and living 
God? Who will give them 
the Gospel? Can one person 
make a difference? Yes. 
Jesus lives, and so we will 
proclaim Him by being and 
doing. One person can make 
a difference, just like Noah.

3. On board the logos, even 
though many said it was 
God’s ship, it was subject to 
laws and regulations. There 
were weekly boat and fire 
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drills. There could be an 
emergency, or an accident. 
Each passenger was assigned 
to his/her lifeboat. All ready 
for an emergency. There was 
readiness, even though no 
one imagined that God’s ship 
would sink. A fatal mistake 
was to let the Argentinian 
pilot leave before his 
scheduled time. The Lord 
said He would come like a 
‘thief in the night’.

Conclusion
As the ship company   

abandoned the ship, all 139 of 
us got into six life-boats with 
life jackets on. Our material 
possessions were all gone. But 
our lives were saved.

As we rowed towards the 
waiting rescue Navy ships, there 
was, as some may call, a ‘sign 
from above’—the ship’s white 
hull reflected the first rays of the 
Antartican rising sun against 

the dark background behind, re-
minding us of the glory of God 
and His care.

Safe on land, as the MV Lo-
gos assembly met for worship, 
prayer and thanksgiving ser-
vice, the testimonies were mov-
ing and proved that our God 
reigns, that He was in control of 
everything, and it was a miracle 
that all of us were alive.

The tale of the three ships 
reminds us that the God of the 
Bible is faithful and true. He is in 
the process of saving lives, and 
can use anyone and everyone 
who, in sincerity and simplicity, 
serves the One who carried the 
heavy cross on our behalf.

To God be the glory!

Tino Nazare  
was radio officer  

on the MV Logos.  
He lives in Goa.
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THE DIsCIPLE anD HIs BIBLE 
Imanuel G. Christian

The main theme of the Bible is the covenant God  
has made with man for his salvation.

In the previous issues, 
we have dealt with 
these four topics: the 

authenticity of the Bible, the 
inspiration that directed it, the 
formation of the Canon, and 
why God gave us the Bible. 

We now get into the Bible 
itself. Some of the aspects we 
will deal with are very basic and 
fundamental.

A Library
The Bible is not a book; it is a 

library, a compilation of sixty-
six books written by forty differ-
ent authors, covering a period of 
1500 years. The different books 
of the Bible cover different top-
ics and were addressed to a va-
riety of audiences. But they all 
have one unified theme – the 
unfolding of God’s plan of sal-
vation for mankind. 

Every Christian should 
memorise the names of all six-
ty-six books of the Bible, which 
will not only help in locating 
the books, it will also give a 
general overview of the whole 
Bible. 

A Covenant Relationship
The Bible has two sections 

– the Old Testament and the 
New Testament – with 39 
and 27 books. ‘Testament’, 
meaning ‘oath’ or ‘covenant’, is 
a theological term. A covenant 
is different from a contract. In a 
contract, if one of the signatories 
violates the conditions of the 
contract, the other signatory 
is free from his obligation and 
the contract is nullified. In 
a covenant, violation of the 
covenant by one ‘signatory’ 
does not nullify the covenant, if 
the other ‘signatory’ chooses to 
honour his commitment made in 
the covenant. A contract relates 
to things, property or service, 
whereas a covenant is about 
personal relationship. In biblical 
covenants, God enters into a 
covenant relationship with His 
people and remains faithful 
and committed to His covenant, 
even though His people fail to 
honour the covenant. 

Although in the OT covenants 
were made between people, for 
example, between Abimelech 
and Isaac (Gen.26:26-31), Joshua 
and the Gibeonites (Josh.9:15), 
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Solomon and Hiram (1Kgs.5:12) 
and David and Jonathan 
(1Sam.20:16-17), the Bible is 
primarily concerned with 
God entering into a covenant 
relationship with mankind. The 
main theme of the Bible is the 
covenant God has made with 
man for his salvation.

The Old and the New 
Testament are not two different 
covenants; both represent one 
covenant – God’s plan for man’s 
salvation. The Old Testament 
lays the foundation for the plan 
of salvation that is fulfilled 
in the New Testament. There 
is a progressive revelation; 
what is anticipated in the Old 
Testament is unfolded in the 
New. The Old points ahead, 
anticipating the coming of the 
Saviour, whereas the New points 
back, commemorating God’s 
accomplished redemption. 

The Books
The Old Testament was origi-

nally divided into two sec-
tions: The Law and the Proph-
ets (Matt.7:12;Lk.16:16,29,31). 
This was later expanded into 
a threefold division: the Law, 
the Prophets, and the Writings 
(Lk.24:27). The Greek transla-
tion of the Old Testament (Sep-
tuagint) arranged the books in 
the five divisions that we have 
in our English versions today: 
the Law or the Pentateuch (Gen-

esis through Deuteronomy), the 
historical books (Joshua through 
Esther), the poetic books (Job 
through Song of Solomon), the 
Major Prophets (Isaiah through 
Daniel) and the Minor Prophets 
(Hosea through Malachi). 

There is a symmetrical 
arrangement of the 39 books 
of the Old Testament. The 
five books of the Law and the 
twelve books of History make a 
total of seventeen  books  at the  
beginning. At the end, five  
Major Prophets and twelve 
Minor Prophets also make a total 
of seventeen books. Between 
the two sets of seventeen 
books we have the five books 
of Poetry, also known as the 
Wisdom Literature, that speak 
about wise living: “The fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom” – a sentiment found in 
four of the five wisdom books 
(Job.28:28;Psa.111:10;Pro.1:7; 
2:9; Eccl.3:14;12:13).

The Old Testament was 
written from around 1400 BC 
to around 400 BC, primarily 
in Hebrew, with a few small 
sections written in Aramaic.

The Old Testament deals 
primarily with the relationship 
between God and the nation 
of Israel. The  Pentateuch deals  
with the creation of Israel 
as a people and nation and 
God establishing a covenant 
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relationship with them. The 
historical books record Israel’s 
history, its victories and 
successes as well as its defeats 
and failures. The poetic books 
give us a more intimate look 
at God’s relationship with His 
people and show us the way 
of wise living that pleases God 
and is blessed in every way. The 
first three verses of the Book of 
Psalms give us a general idea 
of what God expects from man 
(1:1-3). The prophetic books are 
God’s call to the people of Israel 
to repent from their idolatry and 
unfaithfulness and to return to a 
relationship of obedience and 
spiritual fidelity.

The New Testament is divid-
ed into five sections: the gospels 
(Matthew through John), his-
tory (The Acts of the Apostles), 
the Pauline epistles (Romans 
through Philemon), the general 
epistles (Hebrews through Jude) 
and prophecy (the book of Rev-
elation). The New Testament 
was written from around AD 45 
to around AD 95, the language 
used being Koine Greek (com-
mon Greek used in first century 
AD).

The gospels give us four dif-
ferent accounts of the birth, 
life, ministry, death and resur-
rection of Jesus Christ. These 
accounts are complementary, 

not conflicting. The gospels 
demonstrate how Jesus was the 
Messiah promised in the Old 
Testament and lay the founda-
tion for the teaching in the rest 
of the New Testament. The book 
of Acts records the deeds of Je-
sus’ apostles and tells us of the 
beginning of the church and its 
rapid growth in the first centu-
ry AD. The Pauline epistles are 
important letters written by the 
apostle Paul to specific church-
es to teach Christian doctrines 
and their practical application 
to life. The general epistles are 
addressed to wider groups of 
believers and compliment the 
Pauline epistles with additional 
teaching and application. The 
Book of Revelation contains 
prophecies about the events that 
will occur in the end times.

From the first two chapters of 
Genesis to the last two chapters 
of Revelation, we see the unity 
of the theme of the Bible: 
God creating man in His own 
image, man’s separation from 
God because of his sin, man’s 
reconciliation with God and 
man’s eternal glory in God’s 
presence.

Imanuel Christian  
lives in the U.S. and is 

presently involved in 
writing a commentary on 

the Book of Romans. 
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THE agaPE mEaL 
The Passover meal represented celebration and fellowship.

Peter S. C. Pothan

Jesus enjoyed regular 
fellowship with His 
disciples (Lk.13:26) and 

the sharing of a meal together 
has remained a sign of intimate 
fellowship inseparable from 
true Christian discipleship. But 
the Agape Meal must retain 
its connection with the Lord’s 
Supper as a distinctive Christian 
celebration. It is this connection 
which provides the Agape Meal 
relevance today.

Agape is the New Testament 
word for love. It was also ap-
plied to a fellowship meal or a 
love-feast which, in the early 
church, often occurred in asso-
ciation with the Lord’s Supper 
or the Holy Communion. Due 
to the problems of discipline it 
fell into misuse (see 1Cor.11:11-
34) and the last reference to it is 
in a council of 692 AD.

The Lord Jesus instituted the 
Lord’s Supper at a meal, a Pass-
over meal. The Passover meal 
represented celebration and fel-
lowship. We have lost a lot of 
this in our Holy Communion 
services, so I hope this article 
will be spiritual enlightenment 
and a blessing to you. We will 
therefore try to see the links 

between the two and to enrich 
our own celebration of the Holy 
Communion.

The Passover celebrated the 
release of the Israelites from 
captivity in Egypt and was cel-
ebrated each year in memoriam. 
It was one of the main festivals 
of the Israelites. We will see how 
it was practiced and try to learn 
lessons from it for our worship 
and celebration of the Lord’s 
Supper.

The account of the Last 
Supper in Luke 22:7-30 is very 
different from that in the other 
two synoptic gospels. There are 
two cups of wine mentioned. In 
the first Passover in Egypt there 
were no cups of wine. They 
were asked by Moses to take an 
unblemished lamb from their 
flock and “to eat the meat roasted 
over the fire, along with bitter 
herbs, and bread made without 
yeast” (Ex.12:8). Then they were 
told, “This is how you are to eat 
it: with your cloak tucked into 
your belt, your sandals on your 
feet and your staff in your hand. 
Eat it in haste; it is the Lord’s 
Passover.” Obviously, it was 
neither the time nor the place to 
drink wine.
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However, by the time of Jesus, 
a special liturgical form of the 
Passover meal had been evolved 
and this was the pattern followed 
in every Jewish household. In 
this there were actually four 
cups of wine. As we describe it 
you can see how much of it is 
in Luke’s account and compare 
it with Matthew 26:20-30 and 
Mark 14:17-26. This will help 
you to understand better how 
the Last Supper actually took 
place.

First, there was the opening 
prayer. This was followed by 
the blessing of the first cup, the 
cup of fellowship, which was 
then passed around. This is 
the one Jesus refused to drink 
saying, “Take this and divide it 
among you. For I tell you I will 
not drink again of the fruit of the 
vine until the kingdom of God 
comes” (Lk.22:17). Then each 
person takes herbs and dips 
them in salt water (Mt.26:23).

The head of the family 
then takes one of the cakes of 
unleavened bread, breaks it and 
puts some of it aside. Then in 
response to a question from the 
youngest member of the family 
the story of the first Passover is 
recounted, and Psalms 113 and 
114 are sung. The second cup, 
the cup of the covenant story, is 
then filled and passed around. 

Bitter herbs soaked in sauce are 
distributed (this was when Jesus 
gave the sop to Judas, Jn.13:26) 
and the broken bread is passed 
around. The climax of the ritual 
is the festive meal of the roast 
lamb. It was after this that Jesus 
instituted the Lord’s Supper by 
breaking the bread laid aside 
earlier (Lk.22:19) and passing 
around the third cup of wine, the 
cup of blessing (v.20). So Jesus 
used the third cup to institute 
the cup of the covenant. After 
the third cup the door is opened 
for a while (supposedly for the 
Messiah to enter). The ritual 
concludes with the singing of 
the ‘Hallel’ (or Hallelujah) of 
Psalms 115-118 and the ‘Great 
Hallel’ of Psalm 136. These 
psalms were possibly the ‘hymn’ 
that Matthew mentions in 26:30. 
Then the final cup of wine is 
drunk. (Adapted from The 
Lion Handbook of the Bible, 1973,  
492- 493).

Let us now look at what 
lessons we can learn from it. I 
will highlight four.

Preparation
There was a lot of preparation 

necessary before the Passover 
meal. Jesus Himself made many 
preparations for the meal with 
His disciples, and so He sent 
two to follow a pre-arranged 
signal of a man carrying a jar 
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of water and the agreement 
with the owner of the house 
earlier. Moses talks of a spiritual 
preparation. He says, “Do not 
eat it with bread made with 
yeast, but for seven days eat 
unleavened bread, the bread of 
affliction, because you left Egypt 
in haste—so that all the days of 
your life you may remember 
the time of your departure from 
Egypt. Let no yeast be found in 
your possession in all your land 
for seven days” (Deut.16:3-4). 
They had to clear out all yeast in 
their houses. Yeast in the Bible 
is often a simile for sin. This 
commemorates the fact that 
the Jews leaving Egypt were in 
a hurry, and did not have time 
to let their bread rise. It is also 
a symbolic way of removing the 
‘puffiness’ (arrogance, pride) 
from our souls.

So, sin has to be eliminated 
before participating in the feast. 
Unfortunately, many Christians 
do not take this seriously. Paul 
says, “Therefore, whoever eats 
the bread or drinks the cup of 
the Lord in an unworthy manner 
will be guilty of sinning against 
the body and blood of the Lord. 
A man ought to examine himself 
before he eats of the bread and 
drinks of the cup. For anyone 
who eats and drinks without 
recognising the body of the 
Lord eats and drinks judgment 

on himself. That is why many 
among you are weak and sick, 
and a number of you have 
fallen asleep. But if we judged 
ourselves, we would not come 
under judgment” (1Cor.11:27-
31). Is this important? Please 
note it was written to a church 
that exhibited the most spiritual 
gifts. People say, “I am saved 
so why should I confess?” But 
the apostle John writing to the 
believers says, “If we claim 
to be without sin, we deceive 
ourselves and the truth is not 
in us. If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just and will 
forgive us our sins and purify 
us from all unrighteousness” 
(1Jn.1:8-9).

Jesus says, “Not everyone who 
says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’will 
enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but only he who does the will 
of My Father who is in heaven.
Many will say to Me on that day 
‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy 
in Your name and in Your name 
drive out demons and perform 
many miracles?’ Then I will tell 
them plainly, ‘I never knew you. 
Away from Me, you evildoers!’” 
(Matt.7:21-23). 

We cannot rely on our ministry 
but only on faith in God and His 
Son, Jesus Christ. That is why 
we should confess our sins to 
God early in this service.



Light of Life 46 August 2015



Light of Life 47 August 2015

Anticipation
There was a great anticipation 

to and from the Passover. It was 
not just of the past but a hope of 
the future. Today the Jews pray, 
“Next year at Jerusalem!” We 
need to anticipate with hope of 
what God will do in our lives 
and ministries. This is what the 
covenant we celebrate by the 
elements representing His body 
and blood signifies.

After the third cup the door is 
opened for a while in expectation 
of the Messiah. So the Jews in 
their Passover meal anticipate 
the coming of the Messiah. As 
Christians, we look forward 
to the second coming of our 
Lord. Secondly, this feast looks 
forward to the heavenly banquet 
at the bridal feast of the Lamb in 
which we will participate as the 
Bride of Christ.

Celebration
The Passover was a celebration 

of the past deliverance and a 
hope for future deliverance. 
The Lord’s Supper is similarly 
a celebration of His death and 
resurrection and our deliverance 
from the bondage of sin. 
‘Eucharist’ means thanksgiving 
because the service is the 
supreme act of thanksgiving 
for Jesus’ sacrificial death and 
the new covenant instituted 
by it to which we belong. Holy 

Communion refers to the fact 
that by participating in it we 
are in communion with Him 
and with each other. So, we are 
not only celebrating our own 
salvation but that of all believers 
in the worldwide church. It is a 
celebration of thanksgiving for 
His sacrifice.

Fellowship
The Last Supper was a meal 

and so represented fellowship. 
The Middle East thinking is 
that when you have broken 
bread together you are linked 
together. That is why Jesus sent 
Judas out at the beginning. Table 
fellowship was a basic part of 
family and close community 
life. In Jesus’ time they reclined 
around the table, resting on 
one another. That is why John 
is described as “leaning back 
against Jesus” (Jn.13:25). It was 
a close fellowship. A Jewish 
authority says, “When drinking 
the four cups and eating 
the bread, we lean on our left 
side to accentuate the fact that 
we are free people.”

The celebration of the Last 
Supper should mean all 
this, especially fellowship. 
Unfortunat, it has become an 
individual sacrament rather 
than a communal one. We have 
both as heavenly and an earthly 
fellowship. That is why in 
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some churches we share God’s 
peace with one another. As you 
partake of the communion think 
and pray for those on either 
side of you. The Christians 
of the Jerusalem church are 
described thus: “They devoted 
themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and to the fellowship, 
to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer. All the believers were 
together and had everything in 
common” (Acts.2:42,44). Paul 
describes fellowship as “being 
like-minded, having the same 
love, being one in spirit and 
purpose.” He adds, “Do nothing 

out of selfish ambition or vain 
conceit, but in humility consider 
others better than yourselves.
Each of you should look not 
only to your own interests, but 
also to the interests of others” 
(Phil.2:2-4). That is the Christian 
fellowship we need to exhibit.

May God bless you as you 
celebrate this feast in your local 
church.

Peter S. C. Pothan 
is a Bible teacher in 

Bangalore and writes 
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Global School of Open 
Learning.
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The first time I walked 
into the sanctuary of 
a church in the US, 

I felt offended. In the front 
were beautiful stained glass 
windows, a polished metal 
cross, and a table laid out with 
an open Bible. But then, on one 
side of the table, there was the 
American flag and on the other 
side, there was what was called 
the Christian flag – a white flag 
with a red cross emblazoned 
on it. The presence of the 
Christian flag didn’t take away 
the offence of the American flag 
being displayed inside a house 
of worship. In the weeks that 
followed, I learnt that displaying 
the American flag is typical of 
most churches in the US.

I suppose it was to prove 
their loyalty to the nation that 
some Christian denominations 
allowed the flag a place in  
their sanctuaries. Undoubtedly, 
Christians in every country 
must give evidence of being 
loyal citizens of the nations 
they belong to. That is done 
first of all by being law-abiding 
citizens. Then they are people 
who pray for the welfare of their 

WE’RE sO CaREFUL WITH CaEsaR
Kuruvilla Chandy

Good citizenship is an integral part of the  
practice of the Christian faith.

countries. And everywhere, as a 
people group, Christians are at 
the forefront of all relief, welfare 
and developmental work. Even 
when others take up such tasks, 
it is because they have been 
inspired or challenged by the 
Christian example, and in that 
much, it could be said that even 
their contribution is part of the 
Christian contribution to the 
nation(s).

As a Christian from another 
country worshipping in an 
American church, I was harshly 
reminded that what I thought 
was “a house of prayer for all 
nations” (Mk.11:17) was in fact 
the private domain of a cult 
loyal to American civil religion. 
Letting the American flag enter 
the sanctuaries is not so much 
an affirmation of loyalty as it is 
of servility to civil authority.

Caesar Versus God
Christ’s lordship was in 

conflict with that of Caesar’s, 
from the very outset. Christians 
who wished to escape Caesar’s 
sword were required to bend 
their knees before an image of 
Caesar, throw a pinch of incense 
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on a fire, and confess that Caesar 
is lord (cf. 1Cor.12:3).

Our Lord was Himself 
confronted with a question to 
test whether He had an attitude 
of servility toward a pagan ruler. 
He was asked whether it was 
right for people (in this case, 
Jews) to pay taxes? Since taxes 
go to maintain a government, 
having to pay taxes went 
against the nationalistic feelings 
of the Jews. Having to pay taxes 
constantly reminded them that 
they were ‘a slave nation’ in 
bondage to foreign rule.

The question was a tricky 
one. He would be condemned 
as a traitor, if He said that one 
should pay taxes, and if He said 
that they are not to be paid, He 
could be turned over to Roman 
authorities on charges of treason 
and sedition.

The Sadducees and Pharisees, 
being very political, were no 
doubt running with the hares 
(expressing solidarity with the 
commoners among the Jews 
wishing for independence) 
and hunting with the hounds 
(socialising with the rich and 
the powerful), cultivating their 
connections and singing paeans 
of praise for the wonderful 
administration of the Romans. 
So they probably grumbled 
about paying taxes, but paid 
them quietly. They preserved an 

appearance of being committed 
to the Jewish cause without 
inviting punishment from the 
Roman government. But by 
asking Jesus this question in 
public, they wanted Him to 
make a ‘statement’ which could 
put Him in the wrong, either 
with the public following that 
adored Him or the autocratic 
government of the Caesar.

The Lord cleverly eluded the 
trap with His classic answer, 
“Render to Caesar the things 
that are Caesar’s, and to God 
the things that are God’s” 
(Mk.12:17).

God Above All
But how do we interpret 

and apply this teaching? Was 
Christ’s saying the origin of the 
concept of division between 
church and State?

It would be wrong to conclude 
that our Lord was indicating 
the need to compartmental-
ise human allegiances and  
decisions: one for how we relate 
to human government, and 
another for how we relate to 
divine sovereignty.

The second part of Christ’s 
saying, about giving God His 
due, overrules the first part. 
Jesus believed, above all, in 
the sovereignty of His Father 
God. Thus keeping the first part 
(giving Caesar his due) is an 
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aspect of the belief that God is 
the one who wants us to honour 
the king and all authority, keep 
the laws of the country and pay 
taxes. (Rom.13:1-7.)

Thus, good citizenship is an 
integral part of the practice of 
the Christian faith.

Sadly, Christians today are re-
ally good at ‘rendering to Cae-
sar’, but are not so good at ‘ren-
dering to God’. As 
a rule, Christians 
are careful about 
paying taxes and 
strict obedience to 
laws against steal-
ing and rioting 
and killing. How-
ever, there is not 
the same careful-
ness about render-
ing God what is 
due to Him.

The Lord’s Day
Just look at how we keep the 

Sabbath. I am, of course, not 
referring to the fact that we 
fail to keep the seventh day 
of the week (Saturday) as the 
Sabbath. That aspect of that 
commandment was just for 
the Jews. It was the exclusive 
covenant sign between God and 
Israelites (Exo. 31:16-17).

God made it absolutely clear 
that it was His covenant sign 
with Israel alone. Circumcision 

was not the covenant sign 
between Him and Israel. It was 
the covenant sign for all the 
sons of Abraham – including his 
descendants through Ishmael 
and Esau. It is because the fourth 
commandment in its absolute 
literal sense applies only to 
Jews that the New Testament 
does not reaffirm that one 
commandment of the Decalogue, 
while repeating all the other 

commandments.
The first Chris-

tians were Jewish 
by background, 
but as the Chris-
tian population 
became predomi-
nantly Gentile, 
the weekly obser-
vance of a day set 
apart to the Lord 
shifted to the first 
day of the week 

(Acts.20:7;1Cor.16:2) because 
that was the day when their 
Lord had risen from the dead. 
That had more significance to 
Gentile Christians.

A second reason for that shift 
was the fact that the Jews were 
throwing Christians out of the 
synagogues and persecuting 
them.

At first Christians were 
meeting every day (Acts.2:42), 

Sadly, Christians today are 
really good at ‘rendering 
to Caesar’, but are not 

so good at ‘rendering to 
God’. As a rule, Christians 

are careful about paying 
taxes and strict obedience 
to laws against stealing 
and rioting and killing. 

However, there is not the 
same carefulness about 

rendering God what is due 
to Him.
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but as the need to earn a living 
pressed in on them, they began 
to set apart one day (Rom.14:5). 
Without doubt, they brought 
the rules of the Sabbath to their 
observance of Sunday as the 
Lord’s Day (Rev.1:10).

It is wrong to think that the 
Sabbath law was about catching 
up on our rest. The Sabbath law 
clearly indicates that regular/
routine work was not to be done. 
No cooking fires were to be lit 
(Exo.35:3). Even servants were to 
have a day off. Certainly, no one 
thought of treating it as the day 
for all the chores that couldn’t be 
done during the week because 
of the demands of the jobs that 
earned them a living.

The Lord did not agree with 
the Pharisees and the Saddu-
cees who made Sabbath-keep-
ing burdensome by adding so 
many prohibitions that a person 
could be guilty of breaking the 
Sabbath. The Lord said that the 
Sabbath was made for the ben-
efit of humanity (Mk.2:27). Of 
course, one was permitted to 
do good to one’s neighbour in 
need (Matt.12:10-12;Lk.13:14-
16). This clearly indicated that 
people were not in slavery to 
the law. For instance, in the 
modern world, Sunday is the 
one day when the whole family 
is together at lunch time and so, 
most mothers try to make Sun-

day lunch a special meal, which 
requires them to light the fire 
on Sundays. The important 
thing is to recognise that the 
law was about ‘setting apart’ 
or dedicating the day. Inte-
gral to the notion of keeping 
the Sabbath holy is the need to 
treat the day as specially the 
Lord’s. It is His day. It belongs 
to Him. It is not yours, to do 
as you please. It is to please 
Him, to draw near to Him, to 
be blessed by an observance 
of His presence that the Lord 
gave us the Sabbath law.

Though Independence Day 
and Republic Day are national 
holidays, employees are re-
quired to attend the flag hoist-
ing at their places of work. No 
one would dream of flouting 
this requirement, because treat-
ing these days casually as holi-
days for one to laze about, or do 
chores, would result in serious 
trouble. Similarly, we need to 
recognise that the Lord’s Day is 
not our holiday. It is His day. It 
is the day we block to get close to 
Him, it provides us the opportu-
nity we need to catch up on our 
time with Him and improve our 
relationship with Him.

Giving To God
The Lord talked of rendering 

to Caesar and to God, in the con-
text of paying taxes to the secu-
lar authority. Most Christians 
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are careful about calculating 
their taxes, but are not as care-
ful with calculating their tithe – 
giving a tenth to God. This is the 
second evidence of failing in our 
rendering to God.

Some disguise their disobe-
dience by saying that the law 
about tithing doesn’t apply to 
Christians because it is a part 
of Jewish ceremonial law. They 
talk of Jews being ‘bound to the 
law’. Such Christians, claiming 
liberty from the law, seem to be 
‘bound to their money’. Theirs 
is the worse slavery. The apostle 
Paul said that the love of money 
is a root of all evil (1Tim.6:10). 
If anything, since Christian ho-
liness consists of going beyond 
the requirements of the laws of 
the Jews (Matt.5:20), we should 
be giving more, not less.

Our patterns of giving really 
show how we are careless about 
rendering to God while being 
careful about rendering to Caesar. 
The amount we pay in taxes keeps 
going up in proportion to our in-
come. We may grumble about 
having to pay much in taxes, but 
we do pay them. Many Christians 
don’t seem to think that their giv-
ing to God should likewise keep 
pace with the annual increments 
in their salaries and allowances 
and perks. They dare not with-
hold from Caesar, but they dare 
to withhold from God.

Missing Volunteers
Another aspect of our render-

ing to God is in the way we do 
work for God. Many Christians 
do not bring the same careful-
ness to the voluntary work that 
they do for God as they bring 
to the jobs that they get paid 
for. Churches and Christian 
ministries have a bad time get-
ting people to volunteer for the 
Lord’s work, and so in the end, 
the handful who are willing are 
overburdened by being called 
on again and again, for anything 
and everything. Some of the vol-
unteers would think nothing of 
dumping the commitment they 
made, if something ‘more im-
portant’ came up. Or, they don’t 
do their best when they do some-
thing for God. Subconsciously 
we think that if the work is not 
paid for, if it depends on free 
service, then it can’t be serious 
business. Shoddy work will do. 
The business world says that 
quality depends on the price 
we pay. If we are willing to pay 
more, we get better quality. So 
God’s work gets the least or the 
worst effort (Eccl.5:4-6).

How do you regard the mat-
ter of rendering to God His due? 
That is the question.

Kuruvilla Chandy 
is Pastor of the Grace Bible 

Church, Lucknow.
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Question: Why does the 
Bible command me to “Rejoice 
always”?

Answer: In the last couple of 
months, I shared these thoughts 
about joy.

Joy that the Bible speaks 
about is not based on my 
circumstances.

Joy that the Bible speaks about 
is not an emotion.

Joy that the Bible speaks about 
can only be found in one place – 
in God’s presence.

The pathway into God’s 
presence (where joy is 
guaranteed) always requires a 
cross first.

We rejoice because of God’s 
great love for us, not our present 
circumstances.

We rejoice because of who we 
are in God, not because of what 
we do for God.

I want to give a few final 
thoughts this month on 
rejoicing.

Influence your emotions 
through an act of your will 
(which is influenced by God’s 

REJOICE, O YE CHRIsTIan!
Sandeep Poonen

Your Questions Answered

word). I shared the amazing 
verses in Isaiah 49:13-16. I 
don’t know if you noticed the 
repeated urgings about joy in 
verse 13. Three times in verse 
13, God tells Israel to shout 
for joy, to rejoice, and to break 
forth into joyful shouting. God 
was clearly insistent about this. 
He was instructing the people 
of Israel to use their mouths 
to express their joy. God was 
clearly telling them to use their 
emotions and their bodies to 
rejoice.

Our emotions can change, so 
we should not let our emotions 
dictate our lives. But emotions 
are not evil; not at all. Emotions 
were created by God and are 
beautiful. We just need to keep 
them in their proper place – in 
subjection to God’s word. We 
should not let our emotions 
drive us to disbelieve God or 
do foolish things. Our emotions 
can be a powerful tool with 
which to increase our energy 
to fulfil God’s plan. Like a race-
horse controlled by a bridle, 
our emotions can energise us 
forward as long as our wills 
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are driven by the facts of God’s 
word.

So, yes, let us use our mouths 
and our emotions to sing and 
shout for joy because of God’s 
great love for us.

You can sing for joy only if 
you’re also willing to fight for 
holiness. This is the balance to 
the point above. We can sing and 
shout with all our emotions, but 
it will be empty, 
if we’re not also 
willing to back it 
up with our actions 
in our daily lives.

“Let the godly 
ones exult in glory. 
Let them sing for joy 
on their beds. Let the 
high praises of God be 
in their mouth, and 
a two-edged sword 
in their hand, to 
execute vengeance 
on the nations and 
punishment on the peoples, to 
bind their kings with chains and 
their nobles with fetters of iron, to 
execute on them the judgment 
written. This is an honour for all 
His godly ones. Praise the Lord!” 
(Psa.149:5-9 emphasis added).

Are there ‘kings’ in your life 
that need to be bound with 
chains and judged? King of 
anger, lust or un-forgiveness? 

Some sin that you refuse to part 
with? Some area that your self-
life says must remain ruler? 
Then let’s grab the two-edged 
sword of the Spirit (which is 
God’s word) and attack these 
enemies of Jesus.

We can’t allow those enemies 
of God to prosper and still shout 
and sing to God and expect joy. 
All our praises to God with our 
mouths are empty if we don’t 

take a sword to 
slay all sin. Every 
sin is a friend of 
our self-life, this 
competing king 
that seeks to rule 
our lives. God 
is not fooled – 
He enjoys and 
even inhabits our 
praises, but we 
must show God 
that we mean 
what we say and 
execute judgment 

on the enemies of the cross that 
are within us.

Our rejoicing is directly 
connected with our obedience. 
Did you know that Jesus has told 
us that we could have the same 
joy that He had? I know it might 
sound unbelievable, but it’s true 
because it’s in God’s word. “If 
you keep My commandments, 
you will abide in My love; just 

Are there ‘kings’ in your 
life that need to be bound 
with chains and judged? 

King of anger, lust or 
un-forgiveness? Some sin 

that you refuse to part 
with? Some area that your 
self-life says must remain 
ruler? Then let’s grab the 
two-edged sword of the 
Spirit (which is God’s 
word) and attack these 

enemies of Jesus.
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as I have kept My Father’s 
commandments and abide in 
His love. These things I have 
spoken to you so that My joy may 
be in you, and that your joy may be 
made full” (Jn.15:10-11 emphasis 
added).

Jesus connects joy with  
obeying His commands. Here 
again, we see the connection 
between joy and the sword in  
our hands that I just talked  
about, and the cross 
on which self has 
to die (obedience to 
Jesus means that we 
listen to Him and not 
to ourselves).

Rejoicing with 
hope – the hope of the 
revelation of the glory 
of Jesus. “Beloved, do 
not be surprised at the 
fiery ordeal among 
you, which comes upon you for 
your testing, as though some 
strange thing were happening to 
you; but to the degree that you 
share the sufferings of Christ, 
keep on rejoicing, so that also at 
the revelation of His glory you 
may rejoice with exultation” 
(1Pet.4:12-13).

In case one thinks that we 
Christians get some perverse 
pleasure out of rejecting our 
self interests, these verses in 1 

Peter refute that and express 
the reason why we Christians 
rejoice even amidst fiery trials. 
We don’t rejoice because we 
enjoy it. No, not at all! Nobody 
would enjoy fiery trials and 
ordeals. But serious Christians 
learn to rejoice even amidst 
fiery trials because they have 
their hope fixed on Jesus Christ. 
And we keep on rejoicing in 
our sufferings, because we look 

forward to the 
“revelation of 
His glory.”

After facing 
many trials 
while still 
being relatively 
young, I have 
seen in my own 
life that God 
allows trials 
with the hope 
that we will get 

a clearer glimpse of God’s glory. 
There is something about trials 
that allows us to clarify and 
simplify what is truly important 
in this life, and to depend more 
on God’s grace which is able to 
carry us through. Many of us 
grow lukewarm and negligent 
to the things of God when 
things are going well. But when 
the going gets tough, we return 
to God and seek Him diligently. 
And over and over again, our 

Nobody would enjoy 
fiery trials and ordeals. But 
serious Christians learn to 
rejoice even amidst fiery 
trials because they have 
their hope fixed on Jesus 
Christ. And we keep on 

rejoicing in our sufferings, 
because we look forward 
to the “revelation of His 

glory.”
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most merciful God bears with 
us, and continues to reveal more 
of Himself to us.

I have seen this, and I am now 
at the point where I know that if 
I am facing a hard or difficult 
trial, there is a revelation of 
Jesus that is in store as well. In 
fact, I am on the lookout for that 
revelation of God in a special 
way even as I pray for God to 
relieve my burden. Therefore, 
even as I seek God to deliver 
me from a difficult situation, I 
also ask that He teach me what 
I truly need to learn about 
Himself and where I see Him 
as more glorious.

Otherwise, I believe that the 
trial has been wasted on me.

The Lord’s joy is what gives 
us strength. “The joy of the Lord 
is your strength” (Neh.8:10).

It is not my joy that I need to 
seek. It is God’s joy that I need 
to taste of. It is His joy that is to 
be my strength. And as the Lord 
rejoices about what He sees in 
my life, I gain strength for my 
spiritual walk.

When I was a child, I looked 
to my parents to make me 
happy. But as I’ve grown up 
and matured, I have seen the joy 
that I can experience by making 
my parents happy. For all that 
my parents have sacrificed for 

me over the years, it is a small 
thing for me to give back in 
some way to them and bring 
them joy. Their joy gives me joy 
and strength.

It is the same way with my 
Father in heaven. For all that 
God has sacrificed for me and 
given to me, it is a small thing 
for me to try to give back to Him 
with my life and to seek to bring 
Him joy. And His joy gives me 
joy and strength.

I hope that what I have written 
here will be something that we 
will meditate on. Joy is a virtue 
that I am slowly learning more 
about. ‘Rejoicing always’ is a 
mountain that I have just begun 
to climb, and it will take several 
years and even decades to reach 
the summit. But I do not lose 
heart. If it is written in God’s 
word, it is non-negotiable. I 
must scale this mountain. And 
I hope that you will join me in 
this too!

Your fellow pilgrim in the 
journey towards perpetual 
rejoicing,

Sandeep

Sandeep Poonen  
is a software engineer who 

has an active ministry 
speaking to young people  

and college students.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY-69

sHaRIng OF OURsELVEs
Oby Cherian

It would be wise to be aware of the pitfalls in  
opening your heart to someone.

Do not throw your pearls 
before swine, lest they 
trample them under 

foot”(Matt.7:6).
Once a young woman I know 

shared an intimate detail of her 
life with a friend. To her utter 
dismay, she found that in a few 
months this had become the topic 
for gossip, and that too, among 
people she hardly knew. Like 
her, I have been hurt by sharing 
my secret aspirations with people 
whom I thought I could trust, 
only to have these trampled upon 
and treated like a joke. Have you 
had that happen to you?

It reminds me of a verse by 
W.B.Yeats.

I have spread my dreams under 
your feet, Tread softly because you 
tread on my dreams.

I agree self-disclosure is nec-
essary to deepen a relationship 
and any step towards fostering a 
relationship will carry risks. But 
it would be wise to be aware of 
the pitfalls in opening your heart 
to someone. It is best to ask our-
selves a few questions before we 
open up.

Is the importance of what you 
share appropriate to the depth 
of your relationship? A casual 

acquaintance should not have 
access to the bedroom or attic of 
our inner lives. In other words, 
does the other person really love 
you? Can we trust him with our 
feelings? Will he give them the care 
they deserve? If in doubt, don’t.

Is the other person mature 
and strong enough to take what 
you have to say? Sometimes we 
reach out in desperation seeking 
sympathy and understanding, 
never realising that the other 
person may not have what it takes 
to support us. Instead of helping, 
he may end up carrying us 
down with him. Only a stronger 
swimmer can help a drowning 
soul; a weak one may be pulled 
down by the one in distress.

Is it an attempt on our part to 
manipulate the other person? 
To make them feel guilty or 
responsible for doing something 
that will help us? We might 
have a genuine need, but this is 
no way to go about meeting it. 
“But he who restrains his lips is 
prudent”(Pro.10:19).

Dr. Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in the Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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UHnW
Cyril Georgeson

Let us live like UHNW disciples in our giving and relating to the poor.

For UHNWs, going 
abroad for a holiday is 
passé; now, it’s tailor 

made vacations in exotic locales. 
What about buying diamond 
studded watches and branded 
luxury goods? Though available 
in India, they prefer buying 
from European markets directly. 
One of them owns four yachts 
while another has purchased 
some islands in Lakshwadeep. 
Who are these? The super rich 
in India. They are also referred 
to as UHNW (Ultra High Net 
Worth) individuals.

How is one counted in 
as an UHNW individual? 
Though there are no agreed 
upon standards, the  Boston  
Consulting Group uses the 
benchmark of those individuals 
with financial assets worth $100 
million (around ` 640 crore). A 
recent report by Boston Con-
sulting says that the number of 
such individuals has more than 
tripled from 284 individuals in 
2013 to 928 in 2014. So, now In-

dia has the fourth largest num-
ber of UHNW individuals after 
the US, China and UK.

When we look at the number 
of billionaires, India does even 
better – we have the third largest 
number of them after the US 
and China. These statistics seem 
to indicate that India is doing 
very well in economic growth. 
A study by Knight Frank and 
Citi Private (banks) said that 
Indians lead millionaires in 
wanting to buy private jets and 
yachts. Now, if this is the only 
yardstick, it would be fine; 
but more than 99% of India’s 
population is only gawking at 
the standard of living of the few 
who have access to such great 
wealth.

Wealth
Let’s have a quick look at the 

Biblical teaching on wealth. 
Jesus declares, “Blessed are the 
poor” and also warns that “it is 
easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle than for a 

WorD AnD The WorlD
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rich man to enter the kingdom 
of God.” Just looking at these 
verses can draw us to the simple 
conclusion that a Christian 
ought to aspire to poverty to be 
blessed by the Lord!

But that is not the case. We 
also see passages in Scripture 
that teach how the rich ought to 
live out their discipleship. And 
the teaching is not that those 
who are wealthy should give 
all they own and become poor. 
Yes, there is the instance where 
the rich young ruler comes to 
Jesus and, in the end of the 
conversation, Jesus asks him to 
sell all he possesses and give 
to the poor and to follow Him. 
Jesus is clearly showing that He 
brooks no other contender to 
His lordship over a disciple’s 
life – surely not mammon. Jesus 
is Lord of all in a believer’s life.

Now, coming back to the 
teaching on wealth and the 
believer, Paul writes to Timothy, 
his dear child in the faith, that 
he is supposed to “Teach those 
who are rich in this world not to 
be proud and not to trust in their 
money, which is so unreliable. 
Their trust should be in God, 
who richly gives us all we need 
for our enjoyment. Tell them 
to use their money to do good. 
They should be rich in good 
works and generous to those 
in need, always being ready to 

share with others. By doing this, 
they will be storing up their 
treasure as a good foundation 
for the future so that they may 
experience true life” (1Tim.6:17-
19 NLT).

The Real UHNW 
That brings us to a significant 

complementary aspect. We 
have earlier only looked at 
those who make the top fraction 
– the wealthy ones. What about 
the much larger lower end? 
Newspapers hardly wish to 
report or pay attention to it. 
How many from the media 
have written or talked about the 
benefits of NREGA, RTE, the 
Food Security Bill or the earlier 
version of the Land Reform Act 
2013 which were all meant to  
help the poor? They pander 
to those who can pay for 
advertising – which is those who 
are wealthy. The poor cannot 
do much to make the media 
profitable.

Globally, 85 persons own the 
same wealth as the bottom 3.5 
billion people in this world. If 
even a tax of 1.5% were imposed 
on the wealth of all the world’s 
billionaires, it could get every 
child into school and also deliver 
health services in all the poorest 
countries in the world, saving 
an estimated 23 million lives. 
Nationally, a 1.5% tax on the 
super-rich (Yes! the category we 
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talked about early in the article) 
could lift 90 million people out 
of poverty. What we could now 
rightly conclude is that, while 
the media keeps highlighting the 
growth of wealth and flaunting 
the lifestyles of the rich, the poor 
are becoming more invisible. 
We can easily 
surmise that in the 
last 25 years, since 
the beginning of 
the liberalisation 
of the Indian 
economy, the rich 
have got richer 
and the poor have 
become poorer 
and dispensable.

What should  
then be our 
response? Well, 
there may be no Christians in 
the ranks of the UHNW, but the 
rest of us have a responsibility. 
Have we also started treating 
those who work for us at home 
or our work-place as robots or 
mere entities who are paid to 
do a service? Do we pay those 
who work for us the lowest 
remuneration we can get away 
with? Remember, the Bible 
instructs us to be generous with 
what we have.

Everyone expects their 
employers to give them a day 
or two off every week. Do we 
ensure the same for our domestic 

help? What about annual 
vacations? Are they only meant 
for the middle class and not for 
the poor? Do we cut from their 
salary when they fall ill?

Are we in any way engaging 
in their lives? There is much 
more we can add to this along 

the same lines. 
All we need to do 
is think like Jesus 
taught us to: do 
for others what we 
would have them 
do for us. Beyond 
this, what about 
those who are very 
rich and profess 
faith in Christ. 
Do the poor see 
Christ in you? Or 
do they see pride 

and arrogance arising out of 
confidence in wealth?

Finally, though He was rich, yet 
for your sakes He became poor, 
so that by His poverty He could 
make you rich. Disciples are 
truly the lasting UHNW because 
the Lord of the universe – Christ 
– gave Himself up for us. Let us 
live like UHNW disciples in our 
giving and relating to the poor.

Cyril Georgeson  
is a commentator  

on social, cultural and  
apologetic trends,  
based in Mumbai.

Have we also started 
treating those who work for 

us at home or our work-
place as robots or mere 

entities who are paid to do 
a service? Do we pay those 
who work for us the lowest 
remuneration we can get 
away with? Remember, 
the Bible instructs us to 

be generous with what we 
have.
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CROssWORD nO.19
J. Fredric Dawson

Book of Revelation (New International Version)
Answers received after 25th October 2015 will not be considered.

Send in your answers with Bible references by E-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, to reach Light 
of Life, Post Box 4576, 21 YMCA road, Mumbai 400 008, not later than October 25, 2015. Please indi-
cate your name, address and Light of Life Subscription Number while sending the answers. – Ed.

Clues Across:  

1. When John was in the spirit, he saw before 
him a …….in heaven with someone sitting on 
it. (ch.      v.    )

3. In the same vision, John also saw a ……. as if 
it has been slain. (ch.      v.       )

7. The 4 living creatures and  24 elders in that 
vision were holding golden bowls full of ……..
(ch.     v.      )

9. The angel of the …….. whose name in 
Hebrews is Abaddon.” (ch.      v.      )

10. God is one who is, and who…. and who is to 
come (ch.      v.      ).

11. 12000 of this tribe of Israel also had a seal on 
their foreheads. (ch.     v.      )

12. When the 3rd angel sounded his trumpet, a 
great star blazing like a …. fell from the sky. 
(ch.    v.     )    

14. In one of the visions, John was given a reed 
and told to … and measure the temple of God. 

1 2 3 4 5

6

7 8

9

10

11 12 13

14 15

16

17

18

19

i. Since the New International Version (NIV) of the Bible is published by different publishers, there are 
variations in the translations. Therefore, we have decided to use the NIV published by Zondervan, 
copyright by International Bible Society, for all the Crossword puzzles. Readers attempting these 
Crossword puzzles are requested to note this requirement.

ii. Answers without the Scripture references will not be considered.
iii. Incorrect reference is counted as error, even though the word is correct.

(ch.     v.     )
16. “o Babylon, city of power! In one hour your 

….. has come.” (ch.      v.      )
17. “To him who overcomes, I will give the right 

to eat from the …… of life, which is in the 
paradise of God.” (ch.     v.    )

19. God commended the church in Ephesus 
for hating the practices of the …………  
(ch.    v.    )

Clues Down:  

1. In his vision, John saw a great multitude 
from all nations, tribes and people in white 
robes who have come out of the great …….. 
standing before the throne and in front of the 
lamb. (ch.    v.    )

2. “If  anyone who worships the beast and his 
image and ………. His  mark on the forehead 
or on the hand, he, too, will  drink the wine of 
God’s fury.” (ch.      v.     & v.      )

4. John saw a new heaven and earth, for the 
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first heaven and earth had passed …....  
(ch.      v.    )

5. In a vision, John saw in a desert a woman 
sitting on a beast covered with……names. 
(ch.   v.  )

6. In his vision, John saw a …… with 10 
horns and 7 heads coming out of the sea.  
(ch.     v.     )

8. The 144000 people standing with the lamb 
before the throne sang a … song (ch.   v.      )

13. “I am the ….and offspring of david, and the 
bright morning star.” (ch.       v.       )

15. He said to me, “It is done, I am the Alpha and 
……, the beginning and the end.” (ch.   v.     )

17. The woman who was pursued by the dragon 
was given  wings of a great eagle. (ch.  v.     )  

18. “The 2nd angel poured out his bowl on the sea 
and … turned into blood like that of a dead 
man, and every living thing in the sea died.” 
(ch.     v.      )

Answers to Crossword No.17
Clues Across: Clues Down:
1. favouritism (James 2:1)   1. firstfruits (James1:18 )    
6. religious (James 1:26)   2. valuable (James 5:7)   
7. teach (James 3:1)   3. rain (James 5:18)
9. Silas (1Peter 5:12)   4. insulted (James 2:6)   
10. lips (1Peter 3:10)   5. moths (James 5:2)   
11. dead (James 2:26)  8. hope (1Peter 1:3)  
13. use (1Peter 4:10) 9. so (James 1:22)
15. all (1Peter 1:15) .   12. devil (James 4:7))  
17. selfcontrol (2Peter 1:6) 14.off (2Peter 2:15)   

16. Lot (2Peter 2:7)

Sunderraj A., Ambernath, Mah.
B. Matilda Steven, Karimnagar, Telan.
Vatsala J. Kotian, Mumbai, Mah.
Esther Manohar, Khammam, Telan.
d. Hillel Johnson, Vellore, TN.
Neelima Chakravarthy, Hyd., Telan.
Viola Kumar, Secunderabad, Telan.
Chandan Lal Tewary, Balasore, odi.
daisy Frank, Vadodara, Guj.
d. Alexander, Mumbai, Mah.
Anjali Sahu, Cuttack, odi.
Keren S. Peters, Pune, Mah.
Monica divakar, Solapur, Mah.
Y. Imti Tzudir, dimapur, Nagaland.
Mary Mathew, Trivandrum, Ke.
M. ratna Prabhu, Ahmedabad, Guj.

All correct: 

Shekhar d. Nadar, Navi Mumbai, Mah.
dolly S. roy, Vadodara, Guj.
Jasmine Christopher, Pune, Mah.
Elizabeth J. Varghese, Mumbai, Mah.
Biswa ranjan Mohanty, Jamshedpur, Jharkh.
P. J. Satyavani, Tenali.  
K. Jeyapandiaraj, Vellore, TN.
Elcy Johnas, Thane (W), Mah.
A.Josline, Alibaug, Mah.
Licy oommachan, Bhopal, MP.
Michael K. Kumar, Coimbatore, TN.
W. o. Salins, Mangalore, Ka.
Jalaja Sulochana, Hyderabad, Telan.
Blessy Sundar, Sullurpeta, AP.
G. Susan Abraham, Hyderabad, Telan.

One error:

devanayagam I., Tirunelveli, TN. (Clues Across 17 selfcontrol 2Pet.1:6)
Chandra Kumari Mohan, Khammam, Telan. (Clues Across 13 use 1Pet.4:10)
Vijay Swami, Nagpur, Mah. (Clues Across 17 selfcontrol 2Pet.1:6)
K. P. Mohandas, Bidar, Ka. (Clues Across 17 selfcontrol 2Pet.1:6)
S. V. rani Prasanna, Bangalore, Ka. (Clues Across 17 selfcontrol 2Pet.1:6)
C. N. Tigga, ranchi, Jharkh. (Clues Across 15 all 1Pet.1:15)
Nirmala Butt, Hyderabad, Telangana. (Clues Across 6 religious James 1:26) 
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How Legal Tide Turned On 
Same-Sex Marriage In The US

(BBC June 26, 2015): Same 
sex marriage is now legal in 
the entire US after a Supreme 
Court ruling striking down 
state marriage bans. The ruling 
means all US states must grant 
marriage licences to gay and 
lesbian couples and recognise 
marriages that have taken place 
in other states.

In 1996, the US Congress 
passed, and President Bill Clin-
ton signed, the Defence of Mar-
riage Act, a law that prohibited 
federal recognition of same-sex 
marriages. In 2003, Massachu-
setts judges ruled the state con-
stitution allowed gay marriage, 
and marriage licences followed 
shortly after that. In the follow-
ing years, a handful of states 
passed gay marriage bans while 
others began working towards 
allowing same-sex unions - ei-
ther by court order or legisla-
tion. This continued across the 
US until the Supreme Court 
heard a challenge to the Defence 
of Marriage Act in 2013.

The justices, who had previ-
ously stopped short of resolving 
the question of same-sex mar-
riage nationally, had to consider 
whether or not states were con-
stitutionally required to issue 
marriage licences and if states 
were required to recognise 
same-sex marriages performed 
elsewhere.

Security Of Churches
(Internet, Delhi): Working on 

the Public Interest Litigation 
(PIL), an affidavit by the central 
government and Delhi Police has 
been filed before the Delhi High 
Court informing that adequate 
safety and security measures 
are put into place for the safety 
and security of the churches and 
minority-run institutions in the 
national capital.

The PIL, filed by advocate 
Reegan S. Bell, asked authori-
ties to compensate the places of 
worship that were attacked and 
to ensure they were restored to 
their original form.

Highlighting the govern-
ment’s failure to prevent the at-
tacks on churches, the PIL urged 
the court to seek an action tak-
en report from the central and 
Delhi governments and Delhi 
Police regarding the attacks and 
efforts made by them to secure 
these places. It also emphasised 
the case of December 2014 when 
six churches were vandalised 
in Delhi, but no arrests were 
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made.

Job Reservation for Christian 
Converts

(Internet): The sixth time 
Member of Legislative Assembly 
of Kerala and the former 
Chief Whip of Government 
of Kerala, P. C. George, urged 
church leaders to take initiative 
in securing job reservations 
for Christian converts from 
suppressed classes. Addressing 
a public meeting on June 27, in 
connection with the State meet 
of the Velan Paravar Mannan 
Sabha (VPMS) at Thiruvalla, 
he called upon common people 
to work to end the rampant 
corruption prevailing in various 
offices across the State.

Emphasising the need for re-
vision of the existing reserva-
tion system, he requested or-
ganisations such as the VPMS 
to extend cooperation. “Many 
leaders of Scheduled Castes or-
ganisations were functioning 
without a proper knowledge or 
understanding of the prevailing 
socio-political and economic sit-
uation,” he said. George further 
said that church leaders should 
take the initiative to provide job 
reservation for the Christian 
converts at establishments that 
belonged to Christians.

Audio Bible Released
(UCANEWS): Jaswant Clau-

dius, a sports commentator, has 

dubbed an audio version of the 
Bible in local Chhattisgarhi dia-
lect for those who cannot read. 
The New Testament is dubbed 
in a cordless battery-operated 
audio device that works for 
about an hour and a half. The 
market price of this device is 
Rs.3000, but during its recent 
launch it was distributed for 
Rs.100 among devotees at a 
church.

BJP’s Communal Agenda
(UCANEWS): The CPI(M) 

said on 17 May that all the fears 
about the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty’s (BJP) communal agenda has 
come true within one year of 
it taking power in the country. 
It said in a statement that ever 
since Narendra Modi became 
the Prime Minister in May 2014, 
there had been growing commu-
nal polarisation as well as grow-
ing economic burdens on the 
people. “All the apprehensions 
about the BJP, an avowedly right 
wing communal party coming 
to power at the centre as the po-
litical arm of the RSS (Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh), have 
come true in the past one year. 
The BJP government has sought 
to systematically implement the 
RSS agenda.” 

The government has refused to 
take action against its ministers 
and sought to incite people and 
communally polarise them, the 
statement added.
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