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LETTERS

YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 
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Enlightening Articles

i am extremely grateful for 
sending me the Light of Life 
magazine for more than three 
decades. i am really blessed by 
the editorial. i regularly pray for 
the news items at the end of the 
magazine.

i also enjoy the articles by 
Kuruvilla Chandy and Cyril 
georgeson. We, as a family, enjoy 
solving the crossword by fredric 
Dawson, which leads me to study 
the Bible. thank you so much 
for all enlightening articles. i 
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am a septuagenarian. i will use 
the magazine till god gives me 
sight and life. praise god for all 
his goodness to provide me this 
wonderful reading material.
Mohan C. Kamalam,  Nagercoil, TN.

Thoroughly Enjoyed

i thoroughly enjoyed solving 
crossword no. 59. this kept me 
very busy for the last three days. 
i read ezekiel Chapters 25 to 48 
about 5 times.

Also the character study of 
Samson by Vijay thangiah was 
very interesting. May our Lord 
Jesus Christ bless the Light of Life 
ministry more abundantly.

Mallika Varghese, Mumbai, Mah.

Appreciate The Study

i appreciate the study of not so 
well known characters from the 
Bible, done by Vijay thangiah. 
in a very systematic way, he 
enlightens the readers by giving 
relevant information.

i have gained a lot by reading 
the character studies done 
by him. the ‘Discussion’ and 
‘Application’ questions, which 
he mentions make us to think, 
reason and come to a clear 
understanding. The effort he 
puts in is very obvious, and i 
thank him for the same.

Esther Joseph, Jabalpur, MP.
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Editorial

SALVATION DOWNSIZED!

one of the many sayings 
of Jesus that has been 
downplayed by preach-

ers is, “enter by the narrow gate. 
for the gate is wide and the way 
is easy that leads to destruction, 
and those who enter by it are 
many. for the gate is narrow and 
the way is hard that leads to life, 
and those who find it are few” 
(Matt.7:13,14). god wishes to 
save everyone (1tim.2:4) and he 
has made all provisions for that 
(1Jn.2:2). But he recognises the 
possibility that only a few will re-
spond to Him when He offers them 
salvation. We also need to reckon 
with the fact that even among the 
people who respond to the true 
gospel, there are only a few who 
become faithful (rev.17:14).

the good News (gospel) is 
about God’s offer of salvation 
to sinful people who deserve 
only punishment. But here’s the 
problem – all people do not hear 
the gospel in the same way! it may 
even be said that all people do not 

hear the same gospel (2Cor.11:4)! 
there are universalists who 
proclaim that god is so nice that 
he will forgive everyone in the 
end; this could not be farther from 
the truth. for many people, the 
gospel is about going to heaven 
when they die, and once they 
believe they have ensured that, 
they have no further place to go 
in their ‘Christian’ life. for many 
others, god is all about making 
them healthy and prosperous and 
sorting out problems through 
prayer. though happens that after 
having come near to god in this 
way, some of the people may come 
nearer and get to know god truly; 
but a greater possibility is that 
most of them have not become 
children of god and are deceiving 
themselves. Jesus talked about 
entering the sheepfold through 
the gate and not climbing in 
some other way (Jn.10:1). even 
though he was talking here 
about false ‘shepherds’, who were 
only interested in exploiting the 
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Editorial
sheep, we can also understand 
that there is a proper way to 
enter the kingdom of god which 
some miss.

in the true sense of the Bible, 
‘salvation’ is to restore people 
who are separated from god and 
are living in sin and darkness to 
a father-child relationship with 
god and to transform all aspects 
of their life to be in line with the 
life of Jesus. However, we find very 
few people defining it to this extent 
or seeking to receive it. Apart from 
the false renderings of the gospel 
such as the ones mentioned above, 
many Christians have downsized 
the scope of this salvation to 
different levels.

Some people assume that since 
the Bible is the word of god, every 
verse in it can be taken individually 
as statements of complete truth. 
think of “if you confess with your 
mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe 
in your heart that god raised him 
from the dead, you will be saved” 
(rom.10:9). While this belief and 
confession are a part of a person 
who gets saved, it is not right to 
think that this is all that is required 
to enter into salvation. that will 
become clear when we look at all 
the other verses in the Bible that 
teach about the necessity to repent 
from sin. See how many people 
will actually miss salvation as a 
result of preaching based entirely 
on this verse!

the most common mistake 
seems to be to confine salvation 
merely to justification. Admittedly, 
justification is a major part of 
salvation, but it is not salvation 
in full. By justification, we 
understand that sinners who 
admit their sins, repent and 
believe in the work of Jesus on 
the cross to pay for them (which 
is all implied in the term ‘faith’) 
are treated as righteous as an 
unmerited favour from god.

‘Justification by faith’ was 
indeed the clarion call of the 
reformation, but that is not 
complete salvation. if we don’t 
recognise this, we may say we 
are ‘saved’ and ask others, “Are 
you saved?” as if it is a one-time 
event that can then be described 
as past. the implication then is 
that there is nothing more that 
is to be done except confessing 
our sins whenever we fall and 
telling others they too need to 
experience it.

But did Jesus come just to offer 
forgiveness while we continued 
to sin as we used to earlier? “god 
forbid!” (Rom.6:15). As someone 
has said, god accepts us just as 
we are when we go to him in 
repentance, but he does not want 
to leave us as we are. he wants to 
begin the work of transforming 
us through the process the Bible 
calls sanctification. This is how 
he helps us to be transformed 
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in our thinking and behaviour in 
a real, practical way to become 
more and more like him. he 
accepts us by washing our sins 
away with the blood of Jesus and 
crediting his righteousness to 
our account. But isn’t it also a fact 
that the fellowship we can have 
with him is dependent on how 
much we have become like him? 
An earthly father loves his child 
even when he is only a baby, but 
surely he has more fellowship 
with a grown-up son who has 
become like-minded with him.

Some Christians 
imagine, based on 
verses like 2 Corinthi-
ans 3:18, that all that 
we need to do to be-
come like Jesus is to 
‘behold’ him in the Bi-
ble, assuming that the 
more we see his glory, 
the more we will be transformed. 
But the reality is, the more we see 
him, the more we realise how dif-
ferent we are from him. then we 
can start seeking to become like 
him.

Based on verses such as 2 peter 
1:4, some Christians assume that 
if they believe in the promises of 
God, He will automatically fulfil 
them in their lives. this, like the 
one above, is due to the wrong 
habit of treating different verses 
in the Bible as if they are truths 
that are complete in themselves 
without having to be balanced 
by other truths in the rest of 

the Bible. in this case, there are 
many other verses that tell us 
how to appropriate what god has 
promised (e.g., php:2:12,13).

Some others have misunder-
stood the roles of grace and law. 
they know that no one can be 
good enough according to god’s 
standards and nothing we do can 
be sufficient to appease the re-
quirement of his justice and righ-
teousness. But then they assume 
that since justification is entirely 
a gift from god with nothing we 
can contribute to earn it, sanc-
tification too must be like that. 

then they think that 
the moment anyone 
talks about ‘doing’ 
something, it would 
be going back under 
the law.

the Law of the old 
covenant promised 

blessings if people kept god’s 
commandments and curses if 
they disobeyed them (Deut.28). 
We are not under this system any 
more, under the new covenant 
that Jesus made. But it does not 
mean that we are not under any 
law at all! We are under a new 
law called the law of the spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus (rom.8:2). We 
follow this law, not to earn god’s 
favour, but because we now want 
to keep this law – obey the Spirit 
of god – as a normal response to 
the life of god working inside us. 
this is not getting back ‘under 
the law’.

He helps us to be 
transformed in our 

thinking and behaviour 
in a real, practical way 
to become more and 

more like Him. 
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Jacob Ninan 

 obedience to the 
Spirit is required from 

our side in order to 
live the Christian life 
and to become more 
and more like Christ.

Some Christians seem to get 
into exaggerating grace, keeping 
themselves from any hint of 
our having to do anything at all. 
But once we are clear about the 
difference between the law of the 
old covenant and the law of the 
spirit of life in Christ, we can accept 
that obedience to the Spirit is 
required from our side in order to 
live the Christian life and to become 
more and more like Christ.

here is where 
discipleship comes in. 
it is as disciples, who 
want to come under 
the Master’s training, 
that we can have any 
hope of becoming like 
him. Some Christians 
seem to imagine that becoming 
believers in Jesus is enough and 
that becoming a disciple is an 
option that is only open to super-
spiritual people! No. Becoming a 
disciple is the only way to become 
like Jesus, and that is the key to 
sanctification.

Disciples ‘follow’ Jesus. But 
this ‘following’ is with the clear 
intention of learning from him 
and ultimately becoming like 
him, and not like those who are 
following him for getting things 
from him (Jn.6:26). true disciples 
have to learn to do whatever the 
Master asks them to do, believing 
that whatever he asks is the best 
for them. they have to count 
everybody and everything else as 
less important than the Master 
(Matt.10:37,38).

When we begin our journey 
as disciples, we will find that 
our flesh (our old sinful nature) 
instigates us to please ourselves. 
that is when we have to place 
ourselves and our sinful desires 
‘on the cross’ and deny ourselves 
in order to be pleasing to god 
(rom.6:6;Lk.9:23). it is those who 
walk on this path who will get 
sanctified and become like Jesus.

our life as a disciple of Jesus 
will affect every area 
of our life, including 
the way we think, live 
as a family, manage 
our money, do our 
secular work, interact 
in society, do our 
ministry, etc. We will 

become like Jesus in everything 
we are and do. that is also how 
god can use us as salt and light in 
this world to influence the world 
around us and perhaps lead them 
also to salvation.

“if anyone wishes to come after 
Me, he must deny himself, and 
take up his cross and follow Me” 
(Matt.16:24). Any other way of 
going after Jesus misses the point 
altogether. Let us not downsize 
god’s salvation, and let us not 
miss any part of it.
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CHEWING CHAU
John Chau is dead, but his life speaks as the lives of the  

heroes of the faith.

DUKE JEYARAJ

he lived on god’s green 
earth for only 26 years. 
however, the impact 

of his life was simply incredible. 
As a servant of the gospel, there 
is hardly any day when i do not 
think of him. his name? John 
Allen Chau. i like to go ‘chewing 
Chau’ everyday! i will tell you why, 
using a memorable outline of his 
life which the Spirit of god gave 
me when i was ‘chewing Chau’!

Hooked

first, John Chau was hooked. 
A New York Times article says 
this about Chau: “ever since Mr. 
Chau had learned in high school 
through a missionary website, 
the Joshua project, that the North 
Sentinel people were perhaps the 
most isolated in the world, he was 
hooked. Much of what he did the 
rest of his short life was directed 
toward this mission.”

the tribespeople in the North 
Sentinel islands were not only 
the most isolated, but also very 
violent. that made North Sentinel 
islands the most dangerous 
island in the world, in a sense. 
John Chau prepared himself for 
this mission with great passion. i 
consider myself a missionary and 

John Chau’s story inspires me to 
keep doing what i am doing with 
greater fervour. 

John Chau prepared for his 
mission like a man possessed. he 
exhibited extreme desperation to 
do the perilous work of getting 
the gospel to the North Sentinel 
people. 

he took part in training pro-
grammes that prepared him for 
one of the most dangerous mis-
sionary endeavours ever taken 
in church history. this was how 
one missionary training boot 
camp conducted by an organisa-
tion called All Nations went. he 
was taken to an isolated place 
in Kansas, USA. he found a dirt 
road there and kept walking. Af-
ter some considerable time, he 
found a make-believe village, 
where the villagers were dressed 
like tribals. When he tried to 
communicate the gospel with 
them, they faked expressions to 
suggest that they did not under-
stand a word. Some of the men in 
that ‘village’ tried to rough him 
up. they plunged fake spears into 
his heart, letting out a mighty 
roar and war cry. this whole ex-
ercise was part of a three-week 
missionary training camp which 
John Chau chose to take part as 
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part of his focused preparation to 
land in North Sentinel islands as 
a missionary. Mary ho, the inter-
national executive leader for this 
organisation, had these words of 
praise for Chau: “John Chau was 
one of the best participants we 
have ever had.”

in an age where google Maps 
are usually used to spot a new 
place to eat, John Chau used it to 
point to a place where he could be 
possibly eaten, if he landed there. 
he would “point to a green speck 
in a place no one had ever heard 
of – the Andaman Islands, far off 
from the coast of india – and tell 
his friends with a buoyant smile, 
‘I’m going there’”

John Chau also read 113 books 
in 21 months, before he landed 
on the shore of North Sentinel 
islands, in order to train himself 
to quickly grasp and learn the 
language spoken by the North 
Sentinel island people and give 
god’s word to them.

if we are in a Bible College to 
train for ministry, do we use that 
time wisely to read as many books 
as possible, learn as many practical 
lessons as possible from the wise 
people all around, to prepare 
ourselves to reach the people god 
has called us to reach? We must!

Hook-ups

Second, he refused hook-ups 
that might have distracted him 
from that missionary cause. John 

Chau refused to get into romantic 
relationships deliberately in the 
years that ran-up to his fatal mis-
sion in 2018. The Quint reports, 
“his friend, John Middleton ram-
sey, claims Chau was so obsessed 
with the island that he even 
avoided romantic attachments 
because of his planned missions.” 
John Chau knew that it would be 
extremely unfair on his part to fall 
in love with a girl when he was 
about to go on a dangerous mis-
sion for god. or, it could be that 
he knew, “the one who takes you 
to bed, will influence your head.” 
So, if he married a materialistic 
girl, there was a good chance she 
would talk him out of his plans to 
go as a missionary.

if god has spoken to you about 
a group of people you have to 
reach as a fulltime missionary, 
how will you go about the task of 
choosing your life partner? You 
must choose someone who is as 
feverish like you about that mis-
sion! “Can two people walk to-
gether unless they are agreed?” – 
that’s a question the Bible asks us 
(Amos3:3). Marriage is a life-long 
walk and you must find some 
agreement about your life goals 
with the person you will eventu-
ally marry. 

Literally Hooked

the last highlight from his life 
is this: John Chau was literally 
hooked. the New York Times 
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article traces his last days on 
this earth this way. from 2015 
he had made a total of four trips 
to the Andaman island chain. 
he would stay in the same two-
star hotel each time he came 
to port Blair, the capital of the 
Andamans. After he landed on 
october 16, 2018, he shut himself 
in for 11 long days. he wanted 
to stay as healthy and as away 
from any contagious disease in 
the Andaman mainland so that he 
would not pass it on to the North 
Sentinel people, whose immunity 
to diseases was dismally very low. 
even if one of these tribespeople 
caught a common cold from John 
Chau, there was a real possibility 
that cold would spread and kill all 
of them, making them extinct!

it was the night of November 
14, 2018. With the help of a 
local believer, John Chau hired 
five fishermen and a 30 meter 
long boat. they reached close 
to the shores of the island. the 
fishermen refused to land him 
in the island. that’s when Chau 
opened his collapsible kayak, 
got onto it, rowed till he almost 
kissed the North Sentinel islands. 
The fishermen waited for him 
about half a mile away, in the 
sea. Chau was overjoyed when 
he saw some tribespeople. the 
people he had been dreaming he 
would preach the gospel to, all 
his life, were only a few hundred 
meters away from him! he rowed 

as close as he could to the spot 
they stood in the beach in his 
kayak. he shouted, “My name is 
John. I love you. Jesus loves you.” 
the tribespeople picked up their 
bows and aimed it at him. he 
rowed back to the bigger boat.

A few hours later, John got back. 
this time he landed on the beach 
of the island. he tried to give 
the hostile tribespeople some 
gifts: like scissors and safety 
pins. they were not interested. 
A boy from that tribe shot an 
arrow. Chau used his waterproof 
Bible to block it. Standing on 
top of a coral rock with garlands 
around his neck another tribal 
man shouted angrily at John 
Chau. Chau swam back to the big 
boat, as his friends in the boat 
signalled that he returned. Chau 
returned to the Andaman capital 
only to return the following day. 
this time he decided he would 
ask the fisherman team and the 
local believer to leave him and go 
back. he felt that the tribespeople 
would be friendlier if they did not 
see a big boat waiting to pick him 
up. So the boat dropped him off at 
the island the following morning. 
that night, only god knows 
what exactly happened. the next 
morning, the fisherman came to 
check on John Chau, to see what 
had happened to him. this is what 
they saw: a group of tribespeople 
dragging a dead human body. A 
closer look gave them the news 
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they did not want to hear – it was 
indeed John Chau’s lifeless body 
being dragged with a rope. Chau 
had become a martyr for Christ in 
the North Sentinel islands.

John Chau who was ‘hooked’ all 
his life to the mission of reaching 
the North Sentinel islands with 
the gospel, John Chau who 
refused ‘hook-ups’ with girls was 
now literally ‘hooked’ by a sharp 
object! he could have joined the 
apostle paul, when paul wrote 
these words: “however, i consider 
my life worth nothing to me; 
my only aim is to finish the race 
and complete the task the Lord 
Jesus has given me – the task of 
testifying to the good news of 
God’s grace” (Acts.20:24). He 
would have joined with these 
words, “i am ready not only to be 
bound, but also to die …for the 
name of the Lord Jesus” (21:13).

Would we be willing to take risks 
for the cause of the propagation of 
the gospel of Jesus? for example, 
even now, we have the freedom 
to propagate any faith in india as 
per india’s constitution. Would 
we at least be willing to pass out 
a good gospel tract to a fellow 
traveller? or, would we take time 
to converse with him/her about 
Christ? or would we be super-
afraid? Or would we confine our 
ministry to only pulpit preaching 
in posh churches?

What is the worst thing that 
can happen to us when we boldly 

witness for Jesus? We can get killed 
for the same! So what? that would 
be ‘an out of turn promotion’ to 
glory (as evangelist/Bible teacher 
rajkumar ramachandran often 
says)!

John Chau is dead, but his life 
speaks as the lives of the heroes 
of the faith mentioned in hebrews 
11 speak to us (heb.11:4). Like 
the martyrdom of Jim elliot and 
his friends in the 1960s inspired 
a wave of missionaries from 
America to world-over, i am sure 
John Chau’s martyrdom would 
do something similar in the 
days to come! here was a young 
man who became the proverbial 
wheat of corn, in a world which 
is busy watching porn (John 
12:24)! The Hindu newspaper 
listed the daring adventure and 
consequent death of John Chau 
as one of the events of the year 
2018. if the secular press rightly 
remembers his dare-devilry, 
how much more should we as 
believers remember John Chau? 
We must narrate his story to the 
next generation! We must retell 
his story to our congregation so 
that some missionary-blood is 
injected into them! Yes, ‘chewing 
Chau’ must become part of your 
life!

Duke Jeyaraj  
is the founder of G4 

Mission, a ministry oriented 
to the modern youth.
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if serving the Lord seems 
undesirable to you, then 
choose for yourselves this 

day whom you will serve, whether 
the gods your forefathers served 
beyond the river, or the gods of 
the Amorites, in whose land you 
are living. But as for me and my 
household, we will serve the 
Lord” (Josh.24:15).

Joshua’s Farewell Speech

Let us look at the context of this 
verse. in chapter 23, Joshua, now 
old and nearing the end of his life, 
delivers a farewell address to the 
israelites, their leaders, elders 
and judges. he reminds them 
how the Lord their god fought for 
them against their enemies and 
gave them the victory (vv.1-5). 
Now that the Lord has given the 
israelites rest from all their ene-
mies and Joshua’s death is immi-
nent, Joshua gives the israelites 
specific instructions and a warn-
ing (vv.6-13).

“Be very strong, and be careful 
to obey all that is written in the 
Book of the Law of Moses… Be 
very careful to love the Lord your 
god… But if you turn away and 
ally yourselves with the survivors 
of these nations…, then you may 

WE WILL SERVE THE LORD
You are either in God’s service or Satan’s.

VIVEK SALINS be sure that the Lord your god 
will no longer drive out these 
nations before you. instead, they 
will become snares and traps for 
you… until you perish from this 
good land…”

Sometime later, Joshua again 
summoned the leaders and the 
people of israel and spoke to them 
(24:1-13). this time he reminded 
them how god called Abraham 
from his idolatrous culture, led 
him and his household to the 
land of Canaan and blessed them. 
he also reminded them how 
Moses and Aaron were called by 
god to serve him before the king 
of egypt to deliver the israelites 
from their bondage in egypt.

then, in 24:14, Joshua presented 
a challenge before the israelites 
(who were, apparently, double-
minded and unstable as regards 
their faith in god even after 
witnessing god’s glory in their 
battles): “Now fear the Lord and 
serve him with all faithfulness. 
throw away the gods your 
forefathers worshipped beyond 
the river and in egypt, and serve 
the Lord.” Having said that, he 
told them that if serving the Lord 
seems undesirable to them, then 
they should choose whom they 
want to serve. And the choice is 
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between the two: 1) man-made 
idols their forefathers served and 
2) Jehovah – the god who made 
the heavens and the earth (v.15).

they chose to serve Jehovah 
– the living god. “israel served 
the Lord throughout the lifetime 
of Joshua and of the elders 
who outlived him and who had 
experienced everything the Lord 
had done for Israel” (24:31).

Co-labourers With Christ

the same Jehovah god, whom 
Moses and Joshua served, came 
down to this earth 
centuries later in the 
person of Jesus Christ 
and declared explicitly, 
“No one can serve two 
masters. either he will 
hate the one and love 
the other, or he will be 
devoted to the one and 
despise the other. You 
cannot serve both god 
and money” (Matt.6:24).

one of the most amazing incen-
tives for us to serve this eternal, 
holy god is that He makes us His 
yoke-fellows and comes alongside 
us to help us serve Him! it was god 
who fought the battles for the is-
raelites and gave them victory as 
long as they obeyed him under 
Joshua’s godly leadership. today, 
god the Son is calling us, “Come 
to Me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and i will give you 
rest. take My yoke upon you and 

learn from Me, for i am gentle 
and humble in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls. For 
My yoke is easy and My burden 
is light” (Matt.11:28,29). He who 
said, “i came not to be served but 
to serve,” is calling us to ‘yoke’ 
(partner) with him in the work 
of sowing the life-imparting seed 
of his word in the hearts of our 
fellow-humans. “then the disci-
ples went out and preached ev-
erywhere, and the Lord worked 
with them and confirmed His 
word by the signs that accom-

panied it” (Mk.16:20 – 
emphasis added).

The Battle Rages On!

We, who bear the 
name of Christ, are 
engaged in a spiritual 
warfare against Satan, 
the arch-enemy of god 
and humanity, whom 
paul calls “the god of 

this evil world” (2Cor.4:4) – the 
god who controls and instigates 
people to rebel against god’s 
just laws. paul writes to young 
timothy, “endure hardship with 
us like a good soldier of Christ 
Jesus. No one serving as a soldier 
gets involved in civilian affairs – he 
wants to please his commanding 
officer. Similarly, if anyone 
competes as an athlete, he does 
not receive the victor’s crown 
unless he competes according to 
the rules” (2Tim.2:3-5).

one of the most 
amazing incentives for 
us to serve this eternal, 

holy God is that He 
makes us His yoke-
fellows and comes 

alongside us to help us 
serve Him!
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this spiritual battle that rages 
on in this world with growing 
intensity is being fought between 
the kingdom of god in heaven 
and the kingdom of Satan in the 
world. the church represents 
Christ and his kingdom. the evil 
system of this world that opposes 
god and his kingdom represents 
Satan (eph.6:10-12).

the heavenly kingdom entered 
the Satan-dominated world 
when Jesus was born of the 
virgin Mary. this kingdom is 
now waiting to enter the hearts 
of all who are ready 
for it. John the Baptist, 
Jesus the Son of god 
and peter the apostle 
began their public 
ministries with these 
words: “repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven 
is near” (Matt.3:1-
2;4:7; Mk.1:15;  Acts.2:38).  the 
‘kingdom of god’ has the same 
meaning as the ‘kingdom of 
heaven’. We either submit to god’s 
rule or to Satan’s rule.

Whom Are You Serving? 

You are either in god’s service 
or Satan’s; there is no neutral 
ground. So long as you refuse to 
turn your back on sin and surren-
der your life to Christ, you serve 
Satan and promote the lifestyle of 
his evil kingdom (Jn.8:34 and 44). 
The only qualification we need to 
be in the service of the living god 

is to have our guilty consciences 
cleansed from the thoughts and 
actions that lead to death and 
eternal separation from god. 
that cleansing power is in the 
holy blood of Jesus, who offered 
Himself as the perfect sacrifice 
to god on the cross of Calvary. All 
we need to do is accept his for-
giveness and cleansing by faith 
(heb.9:14).

We need to always remember 
that when we serve god, he 
works alongside us in facilitating 
the entry of his kingdom into 

the hearts of the 
people. paul writes, 
“i planted the seed, 
Apollos watered it, but 
god made it grow… 
for we are god’s 
fellow workers…” (1 
Cor.3:6-9). We need 
to also remember 

that when we have an unbroken 
relationship with god through 
Christ Jesus, our service to god 
is bound to be fruitful and bring 
glory to him. in the words of the 
Lord Jesus, “i am the Vine; you are 
the branches. if a man remains 
in Me and i in him, he will bear 
much fruit; apart from Me you 
can do nothing… if you remain 
in Me and My words remain in 
you, ask whatever you wish, and 
it will be given you… this is to 
My father’s glory, that you bear 
much fruit, showing yourselves 
to be My disciples” (Jn.15:5-8).

So long as you refuse 
to turn your back on 

sin and surrender your 
life to Christ, you serve 

Satan and promote 
the lifestyle of his evil 

kingdom



22Light of Life ApriL 2019

in order to remain in Christ, 
you need to take the first step 
of inviting him into your heart 
as your Saviour, if you haven’t 
already done it, and let him 
have His way in your life. only 
then will god equip you with his 
power and wisdom to serve him. 
Joshua encouraged the israelites 
to “be very strong, and be careful 
to obey all that is written in the 
Book of the Law of Moses… Be 
very careful to love the Lord your 
God…” In the same breath he also 
warned them, “But if you turn 
away and ally yourselves with the 
survivors of these nations… then 
you may be sure that the Lord 
your god will no longer drive out 
these nations before you. instead, 

they will become snares and traps 
for you… until you perish from 
this good land…”

god’s will and the rules of his 
kingdom are clearly laid down in 
the Bible. it is our responsibility 
to read it, asking the holy Spirit 
to teach us and enable us to obey 
god’s directives. only then can 
we be victorious against our 
unseen enemy and escape his 
subtle snares and traps. only 
then will our service be pleasing 
and acceptable to god. 

Vivek Salins  
presently serves the Lord in a 

Christian NGO in Mumbai
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unbelief and disobedience of 
the Israelites in the wilderness, 
the writer to the Hebrews 
warns them about the danger of 
hardening their hearts against 
the voice of God that calls them 
to repentance and faith in Him. 
The Israelites could not enter 
God’s rest because 
they refused 
to believe and 
obey God’s word 
(Heb.3:7-19). These 
verses teach us two 
important lessons: 
1) God’s word 
has power to give 
life to those who 
believe and receive His offer of 
eternal peace, and 2) God will 
withhold the power of His life-
transforming word from those 
who harden their hearts and 
reject His offer.

The Great Commission
The Bible, God’s written word, 

is the story of God’s love for His 
beautiful creation, especially 
the human race. Genesis to 
Revelation is the story of 
man’s wilful disobedience 
that separated him from God 
and God’s plan of redemption 
to reconcile man to Himself. 
Those whose lives have been 
reconciled by the power of 
God’s word have been given the 
great responsibility of taking 

God’s wonderful message of 
reconciliation to the whole 
world. As God sent His Son 
Jesus into this world to reconcile 
us with Himself, His Son has 
sent His disciples, who received 
His word into their hearts 
gladly, with the same message 

of reconciliation 
(2Cor.5:17-20). 

M a t t h e w , 
Mark and Luke 
record the Great 
Commission the 
Lord Jesus gave  
His  disciples 
before He ascended 

to heaven, with the promise 
that His presence and power 
will go with them (Matt.28:18-
20; Mk.15:16; Acts1:8). The last 
twenty centuries have witnessed 
the power of the living Word 
– Jesus – changing the lives of 
sinners who acknowledged their 
sins, repented and turned to 
Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the 
world. God’s power is at work 
in our own generation as we, 
the disciples of Christ, share the 
message of His kingdom with 
those around us. May we be 
faithful stewards of the precious 
gift of Life that God has given us 
in Christ Jesus.

Vivek Salins 
resides in Thane.

Those whose lives have 
been reconciled by the 
power of God’s word 

have been given the great 
responsibility of taking 

God’s wonderful message 
of reconciliation to the 

whole world. 
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Can Christians wilfully sin 
and get away with it? 
that seems to be the idea 

of a lot of believers today. they 
think, “oh, god is gracious; he will 
forgive (Surely, god is gracious 
and he is a forgiving god); after 
all, we are saved by grace through 
faith. So, more sin will bring more 
grace!”

interestingly, there were those 
who thought the same way even 
in the first century. Paul’s answer 
to this question is, “What shall 
we say then? Shall we continue 
in sin that grace may abound?” 
(rom.6:1). he says, “Certainly 
not.”

Jude also talks about people 
who thought the same way. 
he calls them ungodly men 
(Jude.4). they have crept into 
the church; they have not come 
in through Jesus who is the Way, 
the truth and the Life. they turn 
the grace of god as a licence to 
sin, but they are marked out for 
condemnation! the Living Bible 
paraphrases it like this: “Some 
godless teachers have wormed 

GRACE –  
IS IT A LICENCE TO SIN?

A person who has really experienced God’s grace should never 
look for loopholes.

LILY ABRAHAM their way in among you, saying 
that, after we become Christians 
we can do just as we like without 
fear of god’s punishment. the 
fate of such people is written long 
ago, for they have turned against 
our only master and Lord Jesus 
Christ.” Jude goes on to remind 
about the nation of israel whom 
god saved out of the land of egypt 
and then destroyed those who did 
not trust and obey him.

paul talks about our former 
way of living (eph.1:1-3). We 
were walking in the lusts of our 
own flesh, fulfilling the desires 
of our flesh and of the mind. We 
were destined for divine wrath 
and destruction. We were dead 
towards god because of our 
sinfulness. god has saved us from 
that way of living by his grace 
because of his great love with 
which he loved us in Christ Jesus. 
he has made us alive and seated 
us in heaven along with Christ.

peter too says, “gird up the 
loins of your mind, be sober 
and rest your hope fully upon 
the grace that is to be brought 
to you at the revelation of Jesus 
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Christ as obedient children, not 
conforming to the former lusts as 
in your ignorance. But as he who 
called you is holy, you also be 
holy in all your conduct because 
it is written, ‘Be holy for i am 
holy.’ And if you call on the father, 
who without partiality judges 
according to each one’s work, 
conduct yourselves throughout 
the time of your stay here in fear.” 
(1pet.1:13-17).

So, the question we 
started with has been 
answered very clearly. 
people who take god’s 
grace for granted are 
heading for condem-
nation and not for 
heaven. Yet many be-
lieve otherwise.
Deception

this seems to be one of the 
lies that Satan has managed to 
popularise among believers. 
they do not know that they 
are deceiving themselves. they 
are actually marching all the 
time towards the destination of 
condemnation, thinking that they 
have eternal life. they say, “once 
saved, always saved; it does not 
matter how we live.”

i am not talking about an occa-
sional sin that even a true child 
of god may fall into. it is for such 
sins that the ‘Christian’s first Aid 
Box’ of 1 John1:9 is provided. “if 
we confess our sins, he is just and 

faithful to forgive us our sins and 
to cleanse us from all our unright-
eousness.” We are talking here 
about habitual sinners. We read 
about such people, “Whoever 
abides in him does not sin. Who-
ever sins has neither seen him 
nor known Him” (1Jn.3:6).  The 
aorist tense, in which the verb 
is used in the original, indicates 
continual action. So, we could say, 
“Whoever abides in him does not 

continue in sin; who-
ever continues in sin 
has neither seen him 
nor known Him.” Simi-
larly, “he who continues 
in sins is of the devil; for 
the devil has sinned from 
the beginning” (v.8).

the angel gabriel makes it very 
clear in his words to Mary , “And 
you shall call his name Jesus, 
for he will save his people from 
their sins” (Matt.1:21). John tells 
the reason why Jesus came, “for 
this purpose the Son of god was 
manifested that he might destroy 
the works of the Devil” (1Jn.3:8).

So, is it possible that god sent 
his Son to die on the cross so 
that through his death mankind 
would be saved from their sin 
and then allow them to continue 
in their sin and call themselves 
children of god?

Dr. Spiros Zodhiates, a greek 
Scholar, defines the Greek word 
‘charis’ for grace as “a favour done 

They are actually 
marching all the time 

towards the destination 
of condemnation, 

thinking that they have 
eternal life. 
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without expectation of return; an 
absolutely free expression of the 
loving kindness of god to men 
finding its only motive in the 
bounty and benevolence of the 
giver; an unearned and unmer-
ited favour.” God’s grace affects 
man’s sinfulness and not only 
forgives the repentant sinner, but 
brings joy and thankfulness to 
him. it changes the individual to 
become a new creature without 
destroying his individuality.

Charis, when received by faith, 
transforms men and causes 
them to love and seek after the 
righteousness of god.

No one can take god or his word 
for granted and get away with 
it. the Bible is very clear in this 
teaching. the holy god of the Bible 
can or will never wink at sin.

even in the old testament, an 
unintentional sin had forgiveness 
when sin offerings were offered 
for it. “But a person who sins 
presumptuously shall be cut off 
from among god’s people. he 
brings reproach on the Lord” 
(Num.15:22-30).

A person who has really 
experienced god’s grace should 
never look for loopholes, 
including verses in the Bible, to 
do sinful things which he/she 
wants to do.

if only the believers today would 
take in this truth, many lives 
would be changed. the reproach 
that we bring on the Lord today 
is alarming. May the holy Spirit 
of god imprint this truth in the 
heart of each believer! We should 
introspect and allow the holy 
Spirit to search each and every 
compartment of our lives, and 
allow him to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. Jude concludes 
his letter reminding us about 
the god who is able to keep us 
from stumbling and present us 
faultless in the presence of his 
glory with exceeding joy.

Lily Abraham  
lives in Mumbai. She 
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the root word for 
‘hypocrisy’ is from the 
theatre. Any actor, who 

played many roles, usually did that 
by appearing on the stage wearing 
a different mask depicting that 
role. hypocrisy means a pretender, 
or actor, portraying what he is 
not. today that has come to mean 
‘insincerity’, ‘feigning as genuine 
but that which is not real’, ‘putting 
on a mask’.

one such group of people were 
the pharisees in the Bible: the 
closer you got to them, you could 
see the opposite and ugly side. 
Who were they?

Background

israel had to go into exile. they 
thought that would never happen 
to them because they were the 
chosen people of god. No matter 
what evil they did, god will never 
abandon them; that was what they 
thought. But it did happen. they 
had broken the covenant, and 
broken all the commandments 
of god. they had embraced 
idolatry. they were disappointed. 
they hung up their harps. they 
evaluated. they knew the reason 
of their exile was their idolatry; 
their neglect of the Law.

HYPOCRISY
All of us have double standards.

STANLEY MEHTA So, in the country of exile, 
they established meeting places 
called synagogues to discuss 
about the Law, to study the Law, 
to fellowship, to sharpen each 
other up in spiritual things. And 
a sect emerged, which dedicated 
themselves to study and keep the 
Law. they were called pharisees, 
i.e., those who wanted to 
remain pure and who separated 
themselves from defilement. 

they wrote their own book 
explaining the Law, and also 
wrote how to apply the law. they 
classified the 613 laws of Moses, 
of which 248 were the positive 
ones, and 365 negative. But then 
they designed its byelaws, sub-
clauses, and further commentaries 
and books of explanations. they 
thought this way they will never 
fall into sin which had caused 
the exile. As years went by, new 
generations came up, who forgot 
the original laws, the actual 
commandments of the Bible, but 
they were well versed with the 
books written about the law, and 
the new laws that were framed by 
their predecessors. 

the result: the pharisaic 
attitude – hypocrisy. What led to 
the catastrophe? this article is 
more for self-evaluation, and not 
for judging others. it would help 
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if we rated ourselves on a scale of 
1 to 10.

Hypocrites concentrate on 
externals, not the internals.

“everything they do is done 
for men to see: they make their 
phylacteries (boxes containing 
Scripture verses, worn on forehead 
and arm) wide and the tassels on 
their garments long; they love 
the place of honour at banquets 
and the most important seats in 
the synagogues; they love to be 
greeted in the marketplaces and 
to have men call them 
‘Rabbi’” (Matt.23:5-7).

“You clean the outside 
of the cup and dish, 
but inside they are 
full of greed and self-
indulgence. … first clean the 
inside of the cup and dish, and 
then the outside also will be 
clean. … You are like whitewashed 
tombs, which look beautiful on the 
outside but on the inside are full of 
dead men’s bones and everything 
unclean. in the same way, on the 
outside you appear to people as 
righteous but on the inside you are 
full of hypocrisy and wickedness” 
(Matt.23:25-28).

think of the external things 
people do now: how we judge 
people by the external standards, 
thinking wearing white clothes 
and not colourful clothes make us 
more holy, preaching or praying in 
a voice that is different from our 

day-to-day voice, using archaic 
language with the usage of ‘thee’ 
and ‘thou’ and ‘cometh’ and 
‘goeth’ as used in the KJV Bible 
branding all other translations 
as Satanic, a particular way of 
holding the Bible, measuring 
people’s spirituality by the length 
of the hair, not wearing of gold 
or any jewellery (men having a 
moustache or beard), boasting if 
they have fasted for several days.

think of how people love 
places of honour: being position 
conscious (fighting for the post 

of bishop, chairman, 
president or an office 
bearer), loving titles, 
feeling offended 
when people forget to 
introduce them with 

their appropriate titles, always 
thinking of ranks and pecking 
order, more concerned of their 
reputation rather than their 
character, concerned for their 
popularity in the eyes of people, 
loving the most important seats 
and getting offended if they are 
not recognised and are not given 
their due honour, competitive 
spirit (instead of a serving spirit), 
concerned about men’s opinion 
of them rather than god’s opinion 
about them, and being ruled by 
the fear of men rather than fear 
of god.

Jesus said about them that they 
clean the outside of the cup. peo-
ple are more concerned about 

People are more 
concerned about 
public image than 

inner integrity
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public image than inner integrity, 
thinking they did not have to be 
good, but only appear good. in-
side they are filled with greed 
and self-indulgences. they like 
to be photographed doing social 
work and those photographs be-
ing displayed on all the pages of 
the magazines of their denomina-
tion. Sometimes they may have 
the right actions like acts of kind-
ness, but their motives 
and attitude may be 
far different. They may 
have other secret or 
hidden agendas. they 
are called blind lead-
ers, pharisees, hypo-
crites.

Hypocrites concentrate on 
other people’s faults, not 
their own.

“Why do you look at the speck 
of sawdust in your brother’s eye 
and pay no attention to the plank 
in your own eye? how can you say 
to your brother, ‘Let me take the 
speck out of your eye,’ when all 
the time there is a plank in your 
own eye?” (Matt.7:3-5).

people keep double standards: 
if he spends money then he is a 
spend thrift, but if i spend money 
then i am generous; if he restricts 
in spending his money then he is 
a miser, but if i restrict myself in 
spending money then i am wise 
and careful person; if he cannot 
confront people, he is spineless, 

but if i cannot confront, then i 
am pastoral; if he is curt with 
people then he is immature, but 
if i am curt, then i am prophetic 
in temperament; if he talks to 
women, then he is a flirt, but 
if i talk to them then i am very 
friendly; if his child misbehaves, 
then he is poor at disciplining, 
but if my child misbehaves then, 
that’s because my child is tired 

or my child is very 
expressive; if someone 
has a smaller church 
than mine, that means 
he has no leadership 
quality or he has 
no anointing, but if 
someone else has a 

bigger church than mine, that’s 
because those people are chasing 
after number and quantity, but 
not after quality; if my picture 
has come out well in the group 
photograph, then the group 
photo is good, but if my picture is 
not good, then the group photo is 
not good.

pharisees are usually full of 
pride. But pride is sometimes like 
bad breath; others know about it, 
but the one who has it does not 
know at all. they measure them-
selves with themselves (instead of 
measuring themselves with god’s 
standards), compare themselves 
with other churches/leaders, and 
approach God to find His will, 
but they have already made up 
their mind as to what they want 

Pride is sometimes 
like bad breath; others 
know about it, but the 
one who has it does 

not know at all.
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to hear. So they get Bible verses 
or prophecies with their own in-
terpretation. they become judg-
mental about others and think 
of themselves as more righteous 
than others.

Concentrate on the ‘letter’ 
rather than the ‘spirit’ of the law.

Majoring on minor matters, they 
make an issue on ‘non-issues’ and 
forget the ‘real issues’.

“You say, ‘if anyone swears by 
the temple, it means nothing; 
but if anyone swears by the gold 
of the temple, he is bound by his 
oath.’ … Which is greater: the gold, 
or the temple that makes the gold 
sacred? … You give a tenth of your 
spices – mint, dill and cumin. 
But you have neglected the more 
important matters of the law – 
justice, mercy and faithfulness. You 
should have practised the latter, 
without neglecting the former. … 
You strain out a gnat but swallow 
a camel. … You build tombs for the 
prophets and decorate the graves 
of the righteous. And you say, ‘if 
we had lived in the days of our 
forefathers, we would not have 
taken part with them in shedding 
the blood of the prophets.’ So you 
testify against yourselves that 
you are the descendants of those 
who murdered the prophets. fill 
up, then, the measure of the sin 
of your forefathers!” (Matt.23:16-
24,29-32).

A core value is developing 
intimacy with god, worship of 

god, drawing from his word. 
And the method to do that is to 
have a daily habit of meditation. 
Later, if all the motions of the 
daily habit are there, but there 
is no relationship with god, no 
worship, no life from the word, 
there is a form of godliness, but 
no power thereof.

Some people study to gain 
knowledge, some to show off 
their degrees, while others study 
to pass exams and have various 
alphabets attached to their 
names.

Hypocrites concentrate on 
words, not deeds.

“the teachers of the law and the 
pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. So you 
must obey them and do everything 
they tell you. But do not do what 
they do, for they do not practise 
what they preach. they tie up 
heavy loads and put them on men’s 
shoulders, but they themselves are 
not willing to lift a finger to move 
them” (Matt.23:1-4). Jesus said, 
“Do what they say, but do not do 
what they do.”

“ezra had devoted himself to the 
study and observance of the law of 
the Lord, and to teaching its decrees 
and laws in Israel” (Ezra7:10). 
Notice – study, observance and 
only then, teaching. But what about 
the scribes in herod’s time, when 
the wise men visited them? they 
knew the scriptures as to where 
the Messiah was to be born, but 
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they never went there to worship 
Jesus.

We are told that when D. L. 
Moody preached in UK, in his 
crude english, many gave their 
lives to Jesus, but one english 
grammarian pointed out that 
Moody had made 35 grammatical 
errors in his message that day. 
Moody’s reply was that he was 
sorry about his poor english. But 
he asked the expert how many 
people he had led to the Lord 
with his perfect english. he had 
not done that.

“Do not merely listen to the 
word, and so deceive yourselves. 
Do what it says. Anyone who 
listens to the word but does not 
do what it says is like a man who 
looks at his face in a mirror and, 
after looking at himself, goes away 
and immediately forgets what he 
looks like. But the man who looks 
intently into the perfect law that 
gives freedom, and continues to 
do this, not forgetting what he 
has heard, but doing it--he will be 
blessed in what he does” (James 
1: 22-25).

Effects On Hypocrites

Insecurity. fear of being found 
out. Always having to guard that 
nobody is watching them. “the 
wicked man flees though no one 
pursues, but the righteous are as 
bold as a lion” (Prov.28:1)

Searing of the conscience. 
Self-deception results in the con-

science getting seared. “Speak-
ing lies in hypocrisy; having their 
conscience seared with a hot 
iron” (1Tim.4:2).

Abhorred by God. god hates 
hypocrisy. there is hope for a 
prostitute, for a drunkard because 
they know they are wrong and 
they can repent, but a hypocrite 
thinks he is right and all others 
are wrong.

Destination is hell. “Woe to 
you, teachers of the law and 
pharisees, you hypocrites! You 
travel over land and sea to win a 
single convert, and when he be-
comes one, you make him twice 
as much a son of hell as you are” 
(Matt.23:15).
Cure For hypocrisy

We all are hypocrites, me in-
cluded. All of us have double stan-
dards. And we need to humble 
ourselves by repenting and con-
fessing our errors. And the only 
one who can forgive us is Jesus 
and he is the one who can trans-
form us and make us like him. 
the cure is operating in the oppo-
site spirit of what is stated in each 
of the negative statements about 
hypocrites. thereafter live in 
the reverence (fear) of the Lord. 
that’s the key to victory.

Stanley Mehta  
is a former pastor and 

present chairman of 
Gateway Ministries 

International. He resides in 
Bengaluru.
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of atheists it is said, a bad 
moment for an atheist is 
when he feels grateful, 

and has no one to thank. here 
is a tragi-comic ‘atheistic’ story 
echoing the same sentiments 
even while reiterating a point 
about thanksgiving.

An atheist was walking through 
the woods, admiring all the 
‘accidents’ that evolution had 
created. “What majestic trees! 
What powerful rivers! What 
beautiful animals!” he said to 
himself. As he was walking 
alongside the river, he heard a 
rustling in the bushes behind him. 
turning to look, he saw a 7-foot 
grizzly bear charging towards 
him. he ran away as fast as he 
could up the path. he looked over 
his shoulder and saw the grizzly 
was closing. Somehow, he ran 
even faster, so scared that tears 
came to his eyes. he looked again, 
and the bear was even closer. his 
heart was pounding, and he tried 
to run faster. he tripped and fell 
to the ground. he rolled over to 
pick himself up, but the bear was 
right over him, reaching for him 
with its left paw and raising its 
right paw to strike him.

THANKSGIVING…  
ALL THE WAY

We ought to be thankful at all times.

At that instant, the atheist cried, 
“Oh God, help!” Time stopped. The 
bear froze. the forest was silent. 
even the river stopped moving. As 
a bright light shone upon the man, 
a voice came out of the sky, “You 
deny My existence for all these 
years, teach others that i don’t 
exist, and even credit creation to 
a cosmic accident. however, i am 
willing to forgive you now and 
give you a new start. Now, am i to 
count you as a believer?”

the atheist looked directly into 
the light, hardening his heart said 
slyly, “No, no. however, do me just 
a little favour. perhaps you could 
make the bear a Christian?” “Very 
well,” said the voice.

the light went out. the river 
ran. the sounds of the forest 
resumed. then the bear dropped 
his right paw, brought both paws 
together, bowed its head, and 
spoke: “Lord, for this food which 
i am about to receive, i am truly 
thankful.”

Regulation

“…give thanks in all circum-
stances; for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus for you” 
(1thes.5:18).
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it is a Biblical mandate that we 
ought to be thankful at all times 
even when we are going through 
adverse circumstances. the Bible 
also tells us that the infinitely 
wise Sovereign god would use all 
circumstances (good or bad) for 
our eventual welfare (rom.8:28).

take the example of our beloved 
Saviour. Christ did not become 
the Saviour of the world by virtue 
of his extraordinary sermons 
or miracles (astounding as they 
were), but by virtue of his god-
ordained atoning death on the 
cross, which entailed maximal 
suffering borne out of obedience 
(heb.2:10;5:8-9). No wonder, 
our Lord, well aware of god’s 
redemption plan, even while 
breaking the ‘bread’ that signified 
His own body, thought it fit to 
give thanks! he knew very well 
that this imminent suffering of 
his would usher him into eternal 
glory (1Cor.11:23,24;rev.3:21).

Resemblance

“then Jesus answered, ‘Were 
not ten cleansed? Where are the 
nine?’” (Lk.17:17). Some Chris-
tians, while reflecting on Genesis 
1:27, inadvertently limit their un-
derstanding of god creating man 
‘in his own image’ to the physical 
dimension. it would serve us well 
to ponder on the spiritual and 
emotional similarities between our 
unique Creator (rom.11:33-36) 
and us, his most unique creation.

imagine a person going his own 
way thanklessly after we have 
gone out of the way to help him. 
it would break our hearts. Same 
with our Creator when we take 
his blessings for granted.

A spiritually healthy Christian 
is one who constantly renews 
his gratitude to god, meditating 
often on all the benefits the good 
Lord had graciously bestowed 
upon him (chief of them being 
salvation), whereby his love for 
his Creator is also constantly 
renewed. greater the gratitude, 
greater the love (Lk.7:47) – great-
er the love, greater the obedience, 
greater the obedience, greater 
the sacrificial witness, greater 
the sacrificial witness, greater 
the impact on the viewing public   
(See Acts.19:19,20 CJB).

Rooted

“in the course of time, Cain 
brought to the Lord an offering 
of the fruit of the ground” 
(gen.4:3). the amazing aspect 
about thanksgiving is that it 
is rooted in us from birth. the 
Mosaic Law, with its regulation 
to observe the thanksgiving 
annual festivals (exo.34:22-24) 
was yet to be given at that time. 
Yet, Cain and Abel brought their 
thanksgiving offerings to the Lord, 
for the attribute to say ‘thanks’ 
was inherent in them! (Also, see 
paul’s instruction in 1thes.5:18.) 
the question we need to ask 
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ourselves is, “Are we sincerely 
exercising this innate trait for the 
glory of God?” (1Cor.10:31).

Rank

“Abel also brought of the first-
born of his flock and of their fat 
portions. And the Lord had re-
gard for Abel and his offering” 
(gen.4:4). What was right about 
Abel’s offerings that the Lord ac-
cepted it and what was wrong 
with Cain’s offerings that the 
good Lord rejected it? the person 
involved is mentioned before the 
offering (the Lord accepted Abel 
and his offering). More than the 
offering, a person’s heart condi-
tion matters to god. Are our pri-
orities right while giving a thanks 
offering? Are we giving our thanks 
offering wholeheartedly, or as a 
matter of ritualistic routine?

Rope-in

“Sirs, what must i do to 
be saved?” (Acts.16:30). We all 
know that souls are won-over 
by power-packed, Spirit-filled 
sermons. remember the response 
of those who heard the soul-
stirring sermon of peter on the 
Day of pentecost. “Brothers, what 
should we do?” (Acts.2:37 TLB). 
We can well imagine a repentant, 
convicted spirit behind it all!

But can sincere thanksgiving in 
adversities rope-in a soul in the 
manner a powerful spirit-filled 
sermon does? the answer is an 

emphatic, yes. in Acts 16:16-30, 
the philippian jailer witnessed 
the two Christian missionaries 
being the very definition of the 
word ‘stoic’, even while being 
whipped unjustly. Later, even 
while being dumped into an 
unhygienic cell and having their 
feet cruelly fastened into stocks, 
the jailer observed that these two 
men were all grace and poise in 
the manner of their Master at the 
cross. And, eventually, following 
the earthquake, the utterly selfless 
disposition of the prisoners not to 
capitalise on the opportunity to 
escape (which would have sealed 
the jailer’s fate)! What was the 
end result? A conviction wrought 
by the holy Spirit, followed by a 
similar response, “Sirs, what must 
I do to be saved?” (Acts.16:30).

Did paul and Silas preach? or 
did they perform miracles to draw 
the attention of the jailer? No. the 
thankful way they went about 
their calling, even in the midst of 
severe, unjust suffering, roped in 
a soul for the Lord and later on 
more souls (Acts.16:33,34).

praise god for such faithful, 
thankful apostles! Let us be 
thankful to the Lord for their 
inspirational lives.

Suresh Manoharan  
is associate-cum-youth   

pastor in Christian   
Fellowship Church,  

Hyderabad.
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paul wrote letters to the 
believers in Corinth and 
Colossae, concerning the 

philosophy of this world, based 
on human ideas and experiences. 
there are man-made approaches 
to life’s problems that totally 
disrespect god. he said, “See to 
it that no one takes you captive 
through hollow and deceptive 
philosophy, based on human 
tradition and the basic principles 
of this world rather than on 
Christ,” (Col.2:8). It was to 
countercheck the doctrinal issue, 
because if it went unchecked, it 
would greatly distort Christian 
truth, since doctrinal decay leads 
to moral handicap.

frequently people ask why good 
philosophy is needed. the epistle 
to the Colossians gives an answer 
to that query, because there is a 
‘deceptive philosophy’. We can 
think of some philosophies that 
have strongly influenced our 
world, e.g., Darwin’s theory of 
evolution, Nietzsche’s philosophy 
on ‘god is dead’, atheism saying 
there is no god; we are here 
by chance or luck. Agnosticism 

THE PHILOSOPHY  
OF THIS WORLD

The wisdom of the wise will perish.

VICO does not know whether there 
is god or not. they say, “Well, 
there might be, or might not 
be.” On the other hand, the Bible 
clearly mentions that god is the 
foundation of everything (Jn.1:3), 
and admonishes the believers to 
“Always be prepared to give an 
answer to everyone who ask you 
to give the reason for the hope 
that you have” (1Pet.3:15).

to give an answer to the 
query “Why is good philosophy 
needed?”, C. S. Lewis delivered 
a message where he said, “Good 
philosophy must exist, if for 
no other reason, because bad 
philosophy needs to be answered.” 
edmund Burke also stated, “the 
only thing necessary for the 
triumph of evil is for good men 
to do nothing.” Famous physicist 
Albert einstein was so impressed 
with Christians during World 
War ii, as hitler’s darker side was 
revealed and people like Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, a Lutheran pastor, 
began to resist his evil philosophy. 
einstein, exiled from germany 
because he was a Jew, wrote; “only 
the church stood squarely across 
the path of hitler’s campaign for 
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suppressing the truth. i never had 
any special interest in the church 
before, but now i feel a great 
affection and admiration for it 
because the church alone has had 
the courage and persistence to 
stand for intellectual and moral 
freedom. i am forced to confess 
that what i once despised i now 
praise unreservedly.”

Moreland and Craig observe, 
“through the history of 
Christianity, philosophy has 
played an important role in the life 
of the church and the spread and 
defence of the Gospel of Christ.” 
When 18th century england 
was self-indulgent 
with alcoholism, 
exploitation of 
children and rampant 
immorality, god graciously sent a 
spiritual awakening through the 
preaching of George Whitefield 
and John Wesley. Some historians 
believe that this gospel message 
spared the nation from a fate 
similar to the french revolution. 
At one point, John Wesley told 
a young minister to read books 
or to get out of the ministry. As 
paul advocates, to resist heresy, 
we must use our mind, keep our 
eyes on Christ, and study god’s 
word. the deeper we get into 
god’s word, the less we will be 
fooled by those who falsely claim 
to have life’s answer. if Christ is 
our strength, we will be free from 
human rules and regulations. 

Deceptive Philosophy

friedrich Nietzsche, the 19th 
century german philosopher, said 
god was dead. Nietzsche, did you 
not know, he was resurrected on 
the third day? Jesus said, “i am 
the resurrection and the life,” 
(Jn.11:25). Nietzsche’s idea of god 
out of the way has inflicted horror 
in human history. Dostoyevsky 
was right, “if god does not exist, 
everything is permissible.”

Nietzsche’s father was a 
Lutheran pastor. Where did this 
philosophy (god is dead) come to 
Nietzsche? it is interesting to take 
note of its root causes. Darwin 

has taken up the word 
‘struggle’ in his theory 
of evolution. he saw 
nature as a struggle 

and the fittest surviving. That was 
taken up by Karl Marx, and then 
Nietzsche, whose philosophy 
influenced Hitler. Hitler has 
also stirred the italian dictator 
Mussolini. Nietzsche went on to 
say that because god had died in 
the 19th century, there would 
be two direct results in the 20th 
century. first, the 20th century 
would become the bloodiest 
century in history, and second, a 
universal madness would break 
out. the truth would become 
lie and lie truth; evil would 
become good, the unnatural 
would become natural, and 
the unholy would become holy. 

read books or to get 
out of the ministry.
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Nietzsche has been right on 
both counts.

Nietzsche’s philosophy, the 
idea of god out of the way, has 
played a destructive role in 
inflicting pain and suffering in 
human history. And we have seen 
what happened to these three 
nations, germany, russia, and 
italy. they have killed millions. 
this is what happens when 
individual or nation pushes god 
out of the way, as the Bible clearly 
says, “it is a dreadful thing to fall 
into the hands of the living God” 
(heb.10:31). Nietzsche spent the 
last eleven years of his life insane. 
hitler, considered superman of 
Nietzsche, committed suicide. in 
1834, one hundred years before 
hitler, a poet named heinrich 
heine said, “if we deny the cross 
– everything is going to fall.” He 
concluded that only the cross 
of Jesus was holding back the 
germans from the ‘lust of war.’ 
And should the cross be broken, 
the force of brutality would 
break out and the world would 
be filled with ‘terror’. this 
prediction was fulfilled with the 
coming of hitler. the cross of 
Jesus was replaced by hitler’s 
swastika. When this pagan 
cross replaced the cross of the 
crucified redeemer, the pagan 
gods came out of hiding and the 
world trembled. All these evil 
actions across human history 
were guided by one motivated 

philosophy based on, we don’t 
need god anymore.

Christ The Wisdom Of God

the wisdom of god was 
revealed to every human being in 
the person of Jesus Christ. he did 
not just show us a way, he said, 
“I am the way.” He did not just 
proclaim the truth, he said, “i am 
the truth” (Jn.14:6). Jesus said, 
“All things have been committed 
to Me by My father. No one knows 
the Son except the father, and 
no one knows the father except 
the Son and those to whom 
the Son chooses to reveal Him” 
(Matt.11:27). Jesus is claiming to 
be the sole revealer of god, for he 
declared, “he who has seen Me 
has seen the Father” (Jn.14:9). 
paul writes, “he is the image of 
the invisible God” (Col.1:15).

paul concludes that Christ is ‘the 
wisdom of god’ (1Cor.1:24) and 
that the idea of ‘Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified’ (2:2) is ‘the hidden 
wisdom which god ordained 
before the ages’ (2:7). paul wrote 
this letter to put believers back on 
the track, to show the difference 
between light and darkness 
(truth and error). As James 1:17 
says, “every good and perfect gift 
is from above, coming down from 
the father of heavenly lights, 
who does not change like shifting 
shadows.” The first epistle of John 
also stated that god came into the 
world as a human, and that Jesus 
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brings light and life, “this is the 
message we have heard from him 
and declare to you: god is light; in 
Him there is no darkness at all” 
(1Jn.1:5). therefore, “Set your 
minds on things above, not on 
earthly things” (Col.3:2). 

if we are rooted in Christ, we 
will no longer be tossed back and 

Vico  
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forth by the waves (philosophy) 
of this worldly teaching. 
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noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 
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PEOPLE@CHURCH
FELIX FERNANDES

Some come to church, a means of obligation, They follow not, with a heart of devotion. 
Others come to hear, the stories being told,Their heart towards God, is so cold.

Sis. Sim adorns her pretty hairstyle, Tight dresses, she likes, that’s a way of life. 
Bro. Tim doesn’t mind, hearing the word. As long as he enjoys, both the worlds.

One comes with his beloved honey, Only to know how to make money. 
To them, the Gospel must bring great gain, Else, coming to church, is surely in vain.

Bigheads prefer, in their knowledge to increase, They have no interest, in their pride to decrease. 
Thus, puffed they become, in their knowledge. Their sin, they will not acknowledge.

The critics count, the preacher’s mistake, Thus when they go, nothing they take. 
Empty they come, empty return, From critical ways, they will not turn.

Few others come, with a holy mask, They aren’t afraid, as long unmasked. 
Monday to Saturday, their lives are different, To a word of correction, they are indifferent.

Some, those of repute, love the honour of men, But have not a heart, to be servant of them. 
They love their reputation, oh so deep, They try their best, their name to keep.

Many acknowledge, “Word had power”, To say, it was for them, is an error. 
They pass the cap, to their neighbour in need, Thus, in their spirit, remain poor indeed.

Few come to hear, to keep the word, They want their lives unstained from the world. 
They are open to what God has to say, They want Jesus, to have His way.

There are those who love, in word and deed, They are the true, friends indeed. 
The work of their hands they do conceal, But on that day, Jesus will reveal.

Others show the brethren, their love so pure, To the weary their goodness, is the best cure. 
They help the people, to be relieved of their cares, As they cast the burdens, in His care.

Some, their time, with the Word, do spend, For it empowers them, Satan’s schemes to rend. 
They are strong, in the Word of God, Through Him, they face, all the odds.

Others have sacrificed, for the Gospel sake, They reach out to souls, which are at stake. 
They have counted, as dung, the world’s glory, The Love of God, is their best story.

Few others stand, to pray in the gap, No permanent home, on the world map 
They go unnoticed, in the world today, But will shine, in God’s kingdom one day.

Many will never, the fellowship forsake, For it refreshes their faith, like a new breath intake. 
They are not interested, in the world to roam, They have the Church, their second home.
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CROSSWORD 61
Hosea

New International Version (IBS) or Zondervan

Send in your answers with Bible references by e-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, 
to reach Light of Life, post Box 4576, 21-YMCA road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400008, not 
later than May 5, 2019. please indicate your name, address and Light of Life Subscription 
Number while sending the answers. 

Clues Across:

1. “I will heal their _________ and love them 
freely, for my anger has turned away from 
them.” (ch         v        )

7. “You have been a snare at Mizpah, a ___  
spread out on Tabor.” (ch     v  )

8. “They will not remain in the Lord’s land; 
Ephraim will return to Egypt and eat ______ 
food in Assyria.” (ch        v     )

9. “I will _______ her for himself in the land; 
I will show my love to the one I called ‘Not 
my loved one.’” (ch        v        )

11. “_______ is said of these people, ‘They 
offer human sacrifice and kiss the calf-
idols.’” (ch     v     )          

12. “He makes treaty with Assyria and sends 
olive _______ to Egypt.” (ch       v       ) 

13. “When Israel go with their flocks and 
________ to seek the Lord, they will not 
find Him; he has withdrawn himself from 
them.” (word used in singular) (ch     v      ) 

15. “Israel has forgotten his Maker and built 
palaces and built palaces; Judah has 

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10
11

12 13
14 15

16

17 18

fortified many _________.“  (ch     v     ) 

17. “___ and its kings will float away like a twig 
on the surface of the water.” (ch       v     )

18. “As marauders lie in ambush for a 
man, so _______ bands of priests.”  
(ch       v        )

19. “It was I who taught Ephraim to walk, taking 
them by the arms; but they did not realize 
that it was I who _____ them.” (ch    v     )

Clues Down:

1. “Threshing floors and ________ will not 
feed the people; new wine will fail them.”  
(ch     v     )

2. “______ the Israelites will be like the sand 
on the sea shore, which cannot be measured 
or counted.” (ch         v        )

3. “They are all _______, burning like an 
oven whose fire the baker need not stir 
from the kneading of the dough till it rises.” 
 (ch    v   )

4. “They practise ______, thieves break 
into houses, bandits rob in the streets.” 
(ch     v      ) 
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5. “So now I will expose her lewdness  
before the _______ of her lovers; no-
one will take her out of my hands.”  
(ch      v       ) 

6. “Ephraim is like dove easily deceived and 
_______, now calling to Egypt, now turning 
to Assyria.” ( ch        v          )

10. “Ephraim will be disgraced; Israel will be 
_____ of its wooden idols.” (ch       vs   ) 

14. “The Lord said to me ‘______, show your 

love to your wife again, though she is 
loved by another and is an adulteress.’”  
(ch     v       )

15. “So now I will expose her lewadness 
before the eyes of her lovers; no-
one will _____ her out of my hands.”  
(ch       v        ) 

16. “Therefore I will block her path with thorn 
bushes; I will _____ her in so that she 
cannot find her way.” (ch        v        )

Clues across:
1. Inheritance (44:28)      
6. Ridiculed (36:4)    
7. Eden (27:23)     
10. Seir (35:2)
12. near (30:3)              
13. EnGadi (47:10)     
16. An (46:11)       
17. Extend (47:17)
18. Mina (45:12)           
19. Detestable (43:8)

Answers to Crossword 59 (Ezekiel 25-48)
Clues down:
1. Israelites (37:21)             
2. Hidden (28:3)          
3. Rich (34:14)     
4. Areas (48:21)
5. exterminate (25:7)     
8. nearest (42:8)          
9. Bread (45:21)    
11. Eye (40:4)
14. Magog (38:2)          
 15. Dan (48:1)

D. Alexander, Mumbai, Mah.
Jalaja Sulochana, hyderabad, tel.
Christy inbaraj, Chennai, tN
helen Williers, Mumbai, Mah.
A. Sunderraj, Mumbai, Mah.
Krishnabai Charles, tiruchirapalli, tN
florence Manohar, Vellore, tN
D. hillel Johnson, Vellore, tN
e. gnanasekar, Chennai, tN
ottie e. Salins, Ambernath, Mah.
elcy Johnas, Mumbai, Mah.
Damara Samadanam, hyderabad, tel.
Daisy t. Michael, Coimbatore, tN
thelma roberts, hyderabad, tel.
george B. Ullagaddi, Ambernath, Mah.
Shantha Suresh, Chennai, tN
B. B.  ropmay, Shillong, Meghalaya
S. h. e. S. McLoughlin, hyderabad, tel. 
Nirmala Butt, hyderabad, tel.
Mohan C. Kamalam, Nagercoil, tN

Crossword 59 Winners
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NOTES ALONG 
THE JOURNEY

“IT IS FINISHED”
OBY CHERIAN

And let us run with 
perseverance the 
race marked out for 

us. Looking unto Jesus the 
author and finisher of our faith” 
(heb.12:1,2).

how did he do it? “he never lost 
sight of where he was headed—
that exhilarating finish in and 
with god. he could put up with 
anything along the way: cross, 
shame, whatever. And now he’s 
there, in the place of honour, right 
alongside God” (Heb.12:2 MSG).

Do you know what Winston 
Churchill’s last words were? he 
declared in his final moments 
that he was ‘so bored with it all’.

if we are famous, people would 
want to know what we said. even 
if we are not; our loved ones might 
want to know what we said.

this is the month when we 
remember the death of our Lord. 
it is traditional to meditate on 
the words he spoke on the cross. 
What comes to mind when you 
hear the words, “It is finished”? 
A runner who is breasting the 
tape, with both hands raised in 
triumph? Or perhaps a butterfly 

that finally breaks through its 
cocoon and takes to the air on 
outstretched wings?

these are some of the things 
that occur to me. for some, life 
is a joyride, where you stay 
strapped to your seat while the 
roller coaster takes you places. 
for others, it’s a game of chance, 
where the cards are dealt and 
the dice are thrown by powers 
unknown. for the Christian, 
life is a marathon. hebrews 12 
illustrates and expands on this 
metaphor. for Christ, life was 
a race and he had come to the 
finish.

Many people have done research 
on the attributes of successful 
people. one characteristic stands 
out prominently. that is the 
quality of persistence. Jesus was 
offered many short-cuts on this 
race. Satan offered Him many 
smart ideas in the desert. even 
peter had helpful suggestions. 
fortunately for us, Jesus could 
not be side-tracked from his 
purpose.

the writer of hebrews is 
encouraging us to stay in the 
race. What will help us run this 
race?
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Know Your Goals 

God may give us specific roles 
from time to time, like mentoring 
a child or finishing a project. 
however, we have the ongoing 
business of growing into him 
who is the head. “to the measure 
of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ” (Eph.4:13) – this is the 
end of our race, the finish.

Jesus looked beyond the cross, to 
the joy. Similarly, we should know 
that our present circumstances 
will be over soon. 

Appropriate His Finished 
Work

What is that which was finished? 
His life in the body was finished. 
His mission was finished. But 
more importantly for us, he 
finished the reign of the flesh in 
our lives. 

What was finished for Jesus 
was a new beginning for us. What 
is finished for the mother is only 
the beginning for the child. how 
can his victory be appropriated in 

our lives? By letting the Spirit put 
to death the flesh in us, by faith in 
the grace that was released to us 
already when He said it is finished 
(rom.8:13;6:6;eph.2:8).

Look To Jesus

Don’t look around and get 
discouraged. Some look within 
themselves and get discouraged. 
But we look to Jesus the author 
and finisher of our faith. Looking 
to Jesus is the first step towards 
abiding in him. 

if we abide in him we are always 
prepared to say it is finished. 
Our own plans are finished. Our 
fears are finished. Everlasting joy 
is ours through him who gave 
himself for us. Jesus said, “it is 
finished.” With that, He bowed 
his head and gave up his spirit 
(Jn.19:30).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a consultant urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.

Make your Life Count…
Exciting Ministry Opportunities to serve in North India as  

Evangelists & Pastors, Church Planters Youth & Christian workers 

Serve God – Serve with us ! 
Email your application to:

serveteamni@gmail.com

Or to: Ministry Coordinator,  
Deodars, Happy Valley, Mussoorie U.K. 248179, Phone: 7898538733
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Headmaster : Post graduate in any discipline with degree in education and 
minimum five years of teaching experience in any recognized 
CBSE or ICSE school.

TGT : Graduate or post graduate in English and social science and 
a degree in ducation.

PRT : Graduate in any discipline and degree or diploma in 
education.

Librarian : Graduate in any discipline with a degree in library science. 
Salary at par with the CBSE norms. Fluency in English and 
knowledge of computer is must in the all post.

Project manager : Candidate should be a committed Christian post graduate 
or graduate. To manage and supervise a skill development 
centre and an evening school for poor and weak children of 
the community.  Working knowledge in Hindi is desirable. 

Free campus accommodation will be provided, also provides 50% scholarship for 
teachers and staff wards.  

Interested candidate may send their application along with self attested copies of all 
certificates and estimonials and a recent passport size photograph to 

 stthomasschoolgyanpur@gmail.com  
or philippaulson1921@gmail.com./ Mobile : 9415268563

ST. Thomas is a Christian minority institution invites application from mission 
oriented Christian candidates for the following posts from June 2019.

St. Thomas School 
Gyanpur, Varnasi (U.P)  

(Affiliated to C.B.S.E.)
Contact No.: 8172803110 

Web: www.stthomasschoolgyanpur@gmail.com



53Light of Life ApriL 2019

Don’t Waste Their Mistakes... Learn From Them

THE MAN WHOSE PRIDE MADE HIM A LEPER

CHARACTER 
STUDY

 VIJAY THANGIAH

CHARACTER:  
UZZIAH

MEANING:  
strength of the Lord

PRONUNCIATION: 
‘u’ + ‘ZY’ + ‘uh

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
2Chr.26 

BACKGROUND
Uzziah, also known as Azariah, was 16 years old when he became king 
of Judah and he reigned for 52 years. His father Amaziah’s failures far 
outweighed his successes, to the point that he introduced new foreign 

gods from Seir to Judah (2Chr.25:14). Amaziah was eventually killed by his own 
colleagues.
Uzziah however showed promise as a young leader but the life of Uzziah stands as a 
testimony to the truth that success lies in God alone. The day Uzziah began to focus 
on his own perceived rights and powers, success was taken from him.

MAIN LESSONS 
1. Uzziah was a successful man. Uzziah was a leader of far-reaching 
vision, whose accomplishments included both domestic and foreign 
projects.

He built Eloth and restored it to Judah. He subdued a number of Philistine cities to the 
west of Jerusalem and built Israeli cities in their region. He conquered the Arabians 
and Meunites to the south, and the Ammonites to the east paid him tribute. Uzziah 
also fortified Jerusalem, thus restoring the defense against the Northern Kingdom 
which his father had lost. Furthermore he built towers for the defense of his vast 
agricultural and livestock holdings in the outlying countryside. 
2. Success comes from the Lord. “He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, 
just as his father Amaziah had done. He sought God during the days of Zechariah, 
who instructed him in the fear of God. As long as he sought the Lord, God gave him 
success” (2Chr.26:4-5). This is the formula for success. God gave Uzziah success in 
response for his having sought the Lord.
3. Success is a great danger if we don’t guard against pride. There cannot be a 
better success story than King Uzziah. Tragically his biography does not end on the 
note of success but of failure. Prosperity and success blurred the king’s vision and 
he failed to see that God was the cause for his success. Uzziah began to think he 
was personally responsible!
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Vijay Thangiah 
 is a Bible teacher and the former National Executive Director 

of India Youth For Christ.

LIGHT OF LIFE 71 MARCH  2016

After two days of just lying 
there in pain, some workers 
found her and put her on a 
makeshift cot and loaded her 
into their jeep and drove 150 
miles over deep rutted roads 
to find a doctor who could 
set the broken bones. But the 
very bumpy ride damaged 
her bones so badly that her 
hip never completely healed. 
He says, “I visited my mother 
in her mud-covered hut 
several weeks after all of this 
happened. I watched as she 
took two bamboo crutches 
that she had made herself, 
and moved from one place 
to another with her feet just 
dragging behind because 
she had lost all feeling in 
them.” He says, “At age 75, 
with a broken hip, unable 
to stand on her own two 
legs, I thought that I made a 
pretty intelligent suggestion. 
I suggested that she retire.” 
He says, “She turned around 
and looked at me and said, 
‘What value is that? If we try 
to preserve this body just a 
few more years and it is not 
being used for God, of what 
value is that?’ So she kept on 
working. She kept on riding 
her donkey to villages until 
she was 93 years old... And 
she continued to tell people 
about Jesus Christ until she 
died at age 95.”

5. Caleb experienced what God 
had promised!

 He climbed the mountains 
and he defeated the giants 
– he claimed his possession. 
The name of the place Caleb 
inherited used to be called 
Kirjatharba (city of the four 
giants). Now it was named 
Hebron (seat of association 
or fellowship). Caleb refused 
to quit until he had obtained 
everything the Lord had for 
him! He refused to stop until 
he had obtained that place of 
fellowship with God.

 Where are you in your 
personal walk with the 
Lord? Have you entered into 
your victory, or are you still 
wandering around in the 
wilderness struggling day 
to day? God has a place of 
peace and power for you, but 
you must be willing to claim 
your possession. It isn’t for 
the faint-hearted, but it is for 
the faith-hearted. 

 Half-hearted Christians are 
faint-hearted Christians, and 
they never learn to conquer 
the giants in their lives.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Should Christians strive for success? What are God’s criteria for success?
2. What criteria should we use to measure a successful church? 

Numerical growth? Large finances? Many programmes?
 3. What caused Uzziah to enter into the Temple and offer incense?

APPLICATION QUESTIONS
1. How should you respond when someone compliments you for 

something you have done well?
2. What steps do we need to take to prevent us from ruining success as 

King Uzziah did?

MEMORY VERSE
“God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble” (1Pet.5:5 NKJV).

PRAYER 
Lord, help me to recognise that success comes only from You. Never 

allow it to get into my head and make me proud. Amen.

Someone has said that the human being is the only animal that you can pat on the 
back and his head swells up. Uzziah started believing his own press clippings and 
his pride led to a fall. When Uzziah became strong, his heart was lifted up, and that 
led him to enter the holy place in the temple to offer incense to the Lord. But the law 
of Moses restricted that duty to the priests, and Uzziah was not a priest.
4. God resists the proud. “But after Uzziah became powerful, his pride led to his 
downfall. He was unfaithful to the Lord his God, and entered the temple of the Lord 
to burn incense on the altar of incense” (2Chr.26:16 NIV).
If Uzziah would have repented on the spot, God probably would have been gracious 
in restoring him. But Uzziah didn’t repent until he realized that he had been struck 
with leprosy. Then he realized that God had struck him, so he hastened to get out of 
the temple, probably so he wouldn’t get struck dead.
The Lord never healed Uzziah – he remained a leper until he died. His spent his final 
years living in separate quarters. He never again worshipped in the house of the Lord.
When Uzziah died, they didn’t put him in the same tomb with the other kings, but 
buried him in the field near there so that they wouldn’t defile the tomb. The final 
comment on his life was not, “What a great king!” but rather, “He is a leper.”

3. As long as Uzziah sought the Lord, God gave him success. Do you really seek the 
Lord every day?
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News

Persecution Rising In China

(CH): the steadily deteriorating 
state of religious freedom in China 
has been a frequent topic of late. 
the picture is bleak. there has 
been a strong assault on Chinese 
Christianity. What little freedom 
Chinese Christians had is now 
being taken away: provincial 
officials have demolished crosses, 
cracked down on house churches, 
arrested pastors, and put 
officially-recognised churches 
under tighter control.

recent plans prohibit schools 
in the Liaoning province from 
“hiring [new] teachers who hold 
religious beliefs.” With regard to 
existing teachers, it calls for in-
creased supervision, including 
“comprehensive inspections of 
teachers’ preparation for lessons 
in order to root out any and all 
religious content.” But the plan 
doesn’t stop with teachers. Stu-
dents, as well as teachers, are 
now required to “sign a commit-
ment statement promising they 
won’t browse religious websites 
or participate in religious fo-
rums.” The statement reads in 
part, “i will adhere to the correct 
political direction, advocate sci-
ence, promote atheism, and op-
pose theism.”

Christian Mother Facing False 
Accusation

(MSN): Days after hindu 
extremists in northern india 
marched in protest to file a false 
claim against a Christian mother, 
her government employer 
transferred her to a district more 
than 100 miles away. Members of 
a hindu-awakening movement 
in himachal pradesh staged 
a protest against conversions 
to Christianity and continued 
as they shouted angry slogans 
against Christians.

they marched to the police 
station and filed a complaint 
against the woman, a state 
education board employee and 
former hindu who put her faith in 
Christ. the complaint alleges that 
she offered money for Hindus 
to convert. A mother of three, 
she received her official transfer 
order today and is making 
preparations to move. She has 
already faced persecution at 
her work, where her politically-
connected superiors have come 
up with various pretexts for 
withholding her pay since she 
converted to Christianity. “i have 
not received my salary for the 
past seven months,” she said. 
“i never complained and never 
fought with the people in my 
office or neighbours who had 
been conspiring against me.” 
her husband is a policeman 
and a supporter of the rSS. “i 
am praying for the salvation of 
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my husband and children,” she 
said. 

Christian In Sri Lanka Arrested

(MSN): police in Sri Lanka 
arrested a Christian who reported 
a Buddhist mob’s threat on his 
life, according to an advocacy 
group in the island country. 
Buddhists threatened to attack 

the Christian if he refused to stop 
inviting a pastor to lead Bible 
studies at his house. Violence and 
harassment against Christians 
have been persistent in Sri Lanka, 
where the population is about 70 
percent Buddhist and 13 percent 
hindu, with attacks by hindus on 
the upswing.

Vision - Mission 
If you have a Passion  – we have a Place!

Serve with us as: Teachers Administrators Head Masters/Mistress Conference Center 
Supervisor Evangelists & Pastors Youth Workers  Worship Leaders Ministry Assistants 

Email your information to: serveteamni@gmail.com
Or apply to: The Ministry Coordinator,  

C/O Deodars, Happy Valley, Mussoorie U.K. 248 179. / Phone: 7898538733 
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Seeking a Associate Pastor for the Central 
Delhi Congregation of Delhi Bible Fellowship 

(DBF), New Delhi

Delhi Bible fellowship (DBf) is a non-denominational, evangelical 
church, started in 1969 and currently having 9 lead congregations 
and 30 weekly services across the National Capital region (NCr). 

DBf Central Delhi Congregation is located in the heart of Delhi. 
it is a vibrant and growing congregation that draws people from 
all walks of life. Central Congregation is several decades old and 
is a multi-generational and multi-cultural congregation of 600+ 
people. it is an english congregation that has also planted two hindi 
Congregations. 

DBf-Central seeks a full-time Associate pastor who will join the 
existing pastoral staff. The role carries with it preaching respon-
sibilities, shepherding responsibilities, leadership responsibilities 
and counselling responsibilities. these can be discussed in detail. 

the applicant should have strong skills in leadership, 
communication, discipleship, evangelism, and teaching. he should 
be a team player, be able to work with the other pastors, elders, 
leaders and staff of the congregation. The applicant must be an 
indian citizen or pio/oCi card holder, have a theological degree and 
have some years of relevant ministry experience. 

interested and suitable candidates are requested to send their 
detailed resume by 10th May 2019 to the email iD or postal address 
given below.

email iD for correspondence: searchcommittee.dbf@gmail.com

Postal Address:  
Pastor Sandeep Christian 

Delhi Bible Fellowship - Central 
22, Bhai Veer Singh Marg 

New Delhi – 110 001
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1. Mentor Couple: with a strong faith based lifestyle, committed to serve 
the Lord Jesus and having passion to be involved in the transforming 
and pivotal task of shaping the lives of young boys.

 Desirable qualification: Post graduation in any stream.  (Preferable age 
30).

2. Coordinator for Primary Wing: (MA/M.Sc and B.ed with minimum 5 
years teaching experience in iCSe/CBSe school) 

3. PGT teachers in the following : (to teach iSC syllabus)
• English (MA english, B.ed)
•	 Mathematics	(M.Sc Maths, B.ed)
•	 Physics	(M.Sc physics, B.ed)
•	 Chemistry	(M.Sc Chem, B.ed)
•	 Botany/Zoology	(M.Sc, B.ed)
•	 History	(M.A, B.ed)
•	 Economics (M.A, B.ed)
•	 Librarian	(Any Degree with B.Lib)

Candidates must be fluent in speaking english. it is preferable to have 
previous teaching experience. 
4. Learning support teacher  

 (M.A/M.Sc in psychology or Any degree with B.ed in Special education 
as regular course) 

 the school has a department catering to students with special 
needs like learning disabilities, ADhD, Communication and language 
difficulties etc.

All inquiries and resumes for teaching positions can be sent to: 
principal@shishyaschool.in

for more information about the school visit our School  
Website: www.shishyaschool.in 

Shishya has a hostel for boys from challenged background, with an aim 
to give them love, quality life and education.  

  *Desirable Attribute: Committed, honest believer in Christ, with a 
sense of call and vision for youth

Shishya Public School
        Atak farm, Village Kheri, p.o. Selaqui,  

Dehradun 248011 Uttarakhand, india
Contact No: 07535802006; 8057435360 

(Affiliated to CISCE, New Delhi, ICSE syllabus)
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Building Design &
Construction

Construction
Management

Electrical/Wastewater
System Design &

Installation

DHARMARAJ & SONS
ENGINEERING AND CONSTRUCTION

Providing quality construction and infrastructure 
services to Christian missions and social 
development organisations. 

We strive...

Contact

Office Location Nagpur / Kanyakumari
Phone +91 70346 57508
Email dharmarajandsons@gmail.com
Website www.dharmarajandsons.com

Recent Clients

For the best quality at competitive pricing.
For transparent and reliable service.
To lead our projects in an ethical and 
God-honouring way. 
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LIGHT OF LIFE 80 MARCH 2016

FEBRUARY 28, 2016
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LIGHT OF LIFE 80 MARCH 2016

FEBRUARY 28, 2016
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LIGHT OF LIFE 80 MARCH 2016

FEBRUARY 28, 2016
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LIGHT OF LIFE 80 MARCH 2016

FEBRUARY 28, 2016

Reg. No. MCW/130/2015-2017Reg. No. MCW/130/2018-2020

MaRCh 28, 2019

LIGHT OF LIFE 80 MARCH 2016

FEBRUARY 28, 2016

Reg. No. MCW/130/2015-2017
preceding month

ALLEN GANTA
Hyderabad

RUFUS GANTA
Hyderabad

RAJKUMAR.Y
Rajahmundry

PRATAP & REGI
Hubli / Germany

SUJATHA ROY
Vijayawada

NOEL SAGAINATHAN 
Dharwad

DANIEL KIRAN
Bangalore

DANNY MODI
Singapore

The school is run under the leadership of anointed & gifted people. 
Alongside, there are many other guest keynote speakers & 

instructors who will help cultivate God's dream in you. 

The curriculum consists of 3 modules:
1. HEART & LIFESTYLE : Bible teachings about worship.

2. MUSIC & CREATIVE ARTS : hands-on instrument training in the specific 
area of your gifting.

3. MEDIA & TECHNOLOGY : clinical workshops.

AGE REQUIREMENTS: ADULTS: Above 15 years & KIDS: 8 - 14 years
MEDIUM: English & Telugu

Air-conditioned class rooms || AC Accommodation for boys & girls 
separately in a godly environment. 

Last Date of Admission:
30th April 2019

For more information contact:
916 055 7077 | 916 099 7077

heavensculture@gmail.com

/ heavensculture

Admission is confirmed only after
the receipt of your filled in 
application. Contact us for 
application and more details.

FACULTY for 2019:

7 - 27 MAY 2019

HEAVEN'S CULTURE

adu��� � kid�

VIJAYAWADA, ANDHRA PRADESH


