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YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 
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Blessed Ministry

the broad title of the february 
2018 issue as, “In my flesh I do my 
share on behalf of his body, which 
is the church” (Col.1:24), directly 
referred to me in person, at that 
moment, and consoled me, since 
i was counselling myself on the 
promises of god almighty in the 
Bible, having lost my life partner, 
Mrs. Dayamani, on January 21, 
2018. though born prematurely, 
she lived more than 88 years. 
we were blessed abundantly by 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, as life 
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partners for 61 years and eight 
months. when i returned from 
the church service along with my 
daughter and others, i found my 
beloved wife lying down dead in 
the bathroom. in accordance with 
the sweet will of my Lord and 
Saviour, all the earthly suffering 
and problems passed away and 
she was carried to eternal glory 
to be decorated with a spiritual 
body to an everlasting life with 
our Lord.

Jacob Ninan, in his editorial, 
concludes very well, saying, 
“paul realised very clearly that 
there was something that he 

had to do in order for the body 
of Christ to function properly. 
otherwise, what Christ had 
suffered for would not be fully 
accomplished. our personal 
reformation has to start from 
this point, hoping that in our 
small way we shall be able 
to contribute towards the 
reformation of the church.” 

thanking you always for the 
blessed ministry in spreading the 
gospel of truth to the needy.

P. D. Arthur Prasad, 
Bengaluru, Karnataka.

An Appeal For Doctor
We need a Christian doctor preferably with Ultra-Sound Certificate 

having a Missionary call to raise up a 15-bed Christian hospital at 
Diphu, head quarter of karbi anglong District in North-east india. 
the work is run by a local Society registered with government. 
there is opportunity to do gospel ministry among University and 
College Student at the town. retired doctor still able to work may 
join. working doctors may also take leave and help us set up the 
hospital.

interested doctors may contact us mentioning the maintenance 
salary needed.

the administrator 
Diphu Christian hospital Society 

p.o. Box  - 36, Diphu – 782460 
karbi anglong, assam 

phones : 9435739483/7399065145



8Light of Life apriL 2018

Editorial

WHAT IS WRONG WITH 
PATRIARCHY?

Much too much! So 
much so that in certain 
sections of society it is 

looked upon as a repulsive vestige 
of a bygone era! Many fathers 
have ruled over their families 
with assumed dictatorial powers 
and expectations of unquestioned 
subservience. wives have been 
treated with disdain, not giving 
them any voice in household 
decisions, roughing them up at 
the least signal of dissonance, 
looking at them as nothing more 
than bond slaves without any 
right, etc. they are expected to 
leave their parents’ family and 
take on the role of serving the 
husband’s family. Mothers-in-
law have earned notoriety for 
themselves by ensuring that 
the daughters in law know their 
position in the home and keep to 
it at any cost. Many wives choose 
to suffer this ignominy and suffer 
even physical abuse at the hand 
of their husbands and in-laws, 
in order to avoid public shame. 

in some places in india, a wife is 
not allowed to sit down when the 
husband is in the room, and she 
follows him at a distance behind 
him when they walk on the road! 
i read about one instance where 
the mother served pieces of fried 
fish to the men in the house and 
not to her daughter, because she 
herself had never had the luxury 
of being served that dish in her 
whole life!

when we come down to 
Christian circles, this stain of 
patriarchy is not too uncommon. 
“wives, submit to your husband” 
is taken as a carte blanche for 
husbands in too many instances to 
pin them down to unquestioning 
obedience! pastors are also 
known to teach that eve was 
created as a helpmeet to adam 
and that this settles their position 
with regard to each other! wives 
of pastors and Christian workers, 
by necessity of this divine edict, 
have to support their husbands’ 
ministry at all costs, and any 
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Editorial
concern regarding the effects on 
the family life and children will be 
treated as rebellion against god! 
in my counselling practice, i came 
across one Christian family where 
the husband’s parents insisted 
that the wife should quit her job, 
and assume her designated role of 
taking care of her in laws. when i 
was discussing with the husband 
what it meant in practice to love 
his wife as Christ loved the church, 
he told me that i was bringing in 
some new and strange teachings 
which he had never even heard 
from his pastor!

in god’s wisdom, he knew that 
if a man and woman were to 
live together in such a way that 
they would become increasingly 
more and more one with each 
other, one of the hindrances that 
should be cleared was either of   
them clinging to their parents 
as being more important than 
their relationship with each 
other. that is why he gave the 
instruction that they should 
both leave their father and 
mother (at least in their thinking 
and their emotions) and show 
more allegiance to each other. if 
parental interference becomes 
intolerable, it may be even 
good to move away physically! 
however, in the present distorted 
level of patriarchy, it is the wife 
who is asked to leave her parents 
while the husband clings to his 
parents!

No wonder, there is such a 
revolution being stirred up by the 
women’s liberation movement! 
they seem to be for making 
patriarchy sound like a cuss word. 
equalitarianism is the popular 
buzz word among the forward 
looking couples of today. when 
a man and woman get married, 
one of the first agreements 
they come to is to arrange for 
a proper division of work and 
responsibilities among them. 
Couples imagine that, if they are 
successful in negotiating this 
agreement, things will turn out to 
be fine for the most part.

one of the mistakes the women’s 
lib has made is to make themselves 
believe that there is no difference 
between men and women. while 
gunning for establishing equality, 
they seem to have interpreted 
equality as being the same. But 
we cannot obliterate the natural 
differences that God has crafted 
into male and female human 
beings, even though they are both 
equally precious in his eyes. it is 
these differences that make them 
attractive to each other and also 
complementary to each other.

after god made adam and adam 
could not find anyone suitable 
for him, god said that it was not 
good for him to be alone. then 
he brought out eve dramatically 
to adam and there was perfect 
bliss everywhere. in my opinion, 
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had God created Eve first, she 
also would have found something 
lacking, and then god would have 
completed her by giving her adam 
as someone who was suitable for 
her! adams and eves both have 
something lacking in them which 
only their complementary half 
can complete.

it is the all-loving and all-wise 
god who started patriarchy in 
the grand scheme of things. we 
must admit, however, that things 
have gone from bad to worse 
in this area from the time of the 
fall. when god designated the 
husband as the head of the family 
(under the lordship of Christ), it 
was not to assign to the husband 
a place of superiority or to the 
wife an inferior role. he had 
created both of them in his image 
(gen.1:27), and both of them 
were to be equal in his eyes on 
earth (gal.3:28), and in eternity 
there was to be no gender 
differences at all (Matt.22:30). 
what god was doing was to 
assign the responsibility for the 
home to the husband. instead of 
recognising this, men through 
the centuries assumed they had 
been given absolute authority 
over their wives! responsibility 
cannot be managed properly 
without authority, and authority 
can be misused without proper 
responsibility. that is what has 
happened when men conveniently 
ignored their responsibility and 

majored on their authority.
But when a husband loves his 

wife, as god intends him to, giving 
himself for her as Christ does for 
his church, he earns respect and 
recognition of authority from his 
wife. when he pays attention to 
her needs and the needs of the 
children, they happily submit 
to his authority without any 
hesitation. what happens when he 
does not take any responsibility 
for his family but uses his wife 
only as a servant to get his things 
done, is that there is resistance 
and even rebellion.

when a wife recognises the god-
given position of her husband in 
the family and submits to him, 
he, in turn, finds it easier to love 
her and do things for her. when 
he loves her and satisfies her 
inner longing to be loved, he 
earns respect from her for which 
he yearns! It is a fulfilling of each 
one’s role and a consequent, 
mutual satisfaction of each other’s 
longings.

if this is taught in the church, 
and society can see the resulting 
harmony among husbands and 
wives, there will be fewer hue 
and cries against patriarchy 
as such. instead, the focus will 
turn to husbands neglecting 
their responsibilities towards 
their family and abusing their 
authority, and wives foolishly 
trying to assert their equality and 
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Jacob Ninan

rebelling against their husbands.
actually, this is more easily 

said than done. in the curses 
pronounced by god after the 
fall there could be an indication 
of the strife that exists between 
husbands and wives. genesis 
3:16,17 tell us, “to the woman he 
said, ‘… Yet your desire will be for 
your husband, and he will rule 
over you.’ then to adam he said, 
‘… Cursed is the ground because of 
you; in toil you will eat of it all the 
days of your life.’” Man now seems 
to be preoccupied with his work 
with which he struggles all his life. 
he does not seem to recognise as 
much his responsibility towards 
his wife. he seems to assume that 
as long as he does his work and 
provides for his family he would 
have done his part! hebrew 
scholars say, that ‘Yet your desire 
will be for your husband’ in 
the hebrew language seems to 
indicate a desire on the wife’s 
part to control her husband, but 

that ‘he will rule over you’ ends 
up with her husband lording it 
over her!

these are the states of fallen 
men and women which they now 
find it difficult to overcome in 
their quest for a happy married 
life. But knowing about it is more 
than half the victory. if they would 
seek the help of the holy Spirit 
to fulfil their respective roles 
according to god’s design, that 
would be the way to fulfil their 
marital dreams.

the fault is not with 
patriarchy per se, but with our 
distorted understanding and 
implementation. “what therefore 
god has joined together, let no 
man separate” (Matt.19:6).

LIGHT OF LIFE 53 MARCH  2016

Dr. Daniel Sathiaraj 
retired from St John’s 

PG College, Hyderabad, 
where he taught Computer 

Science. He lives in 
Hyderabad.

noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 
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BILLY GRAHAM:  
AN EXAMPLE FOR MINISTERS 

OF THE GOSPEL

DUKE JEYARAJ

Billy graham who went 
to be with Jesus on 
february 21, 2018 at 

the age of 99 was rightly called 
the most important evangelist in 
the history of the world since the 
apostle paul. he showed us ‘how 
to leave the 99 and go after the 1 
that was missing’ (think of Jesus’ 
evangelism-encouraging parable 
of the lost sheep!). paul said, 
“follow me as i follow Christ!” 
what about Billy graham? we 
could have quoted hebrews 13:7 
– “remember your leaders, those 
who spoke to you the word of god. 
Consider the outcome of their 
way of life and imitate their faith,” 
and said that Billy graham is one 
such leader worthy of ‘hebrews 
13:7 emulation’ on most fronts.

I preached my first sermon 
as a 16-year old standard 12 
student in ida Scudder School in 
vellore, tamil Nadu, india. after i 
finished my grade 12, during the 
long vacations, i was invited by a 
dear senior aunty to the town of 
thanjavur, to preach god’s word 
in a fellowship meeting. it was the 

first time I got invited to preach 
in a location that was not in my 
town. Little did i know then, it 
was a beginning of an itinerant 
ministry for me. i completed 
my preaching assignment. post 
that assignment i was given this 
priceless advice by a respected 
Bible teacher who happened to 
be there: “Duke, i see you are 
going gaga over this particular 
american television evangelist 
(i shall leave him unnamed). i 
want to suggest that you follow 
a better model. i suggest that you 
follow the model of Billy graham. 
he is not perfect. But he is a very 
good example to follow.” Shortly 
after this advice, i picked up Billy 
graham’s book, Peace with God. i 
started a process of memorising 
every Scripture he quoted in 
that book. i was preparing to be 
an evangelist that way. i stuck 
Billy graham’s picture in my 
room as a student of agricultural 
engineering in allahabad (1993-
97). in the year 2016, i bought 
Billy graham’s last published 
book, Where I Am, and sought to 
learn things from it. 
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Billy graham is an example to 
us younger preachers/pastors/
evangelists/servants of god. in 
what way?

He was an example in the 
manner he did ministry.

David van Beima, writing 
for Time magazine, had this to 
say about Billy graham: “he 
also established standards of 
financial and sexual propriety 
that maintained his reputation 
over a half-century of possible 
temptations and served as a 
model to shell-shocked colleagues 
after the tele-evangelical scandals 
of the 1980s.” his steadfast 
refusal to get into ‘locked door’ 
situations with persons of the 
opposite sex other than his wife 
was well known. he wrote that he 
was simply obeying, 2 timothy 
2:22 which said, “flee youthful 
lusts.” once, he refused to have 
a private luncheon with hillary 
Clinton because of this very 
reason (a detail i gathered from 
Billy graham’s 700-plus page 
autobiography).

i do not think Billy graham used 
social media like whatsapp or fa-
cebook like we all do. But if he had 
done so, i am sure, he would have 
clear-cut boundaries when he 
interacted with the opposite sex, 
even via that channel. in 2015, 
ed Stetzer, wrote these lines for 
Christianity Today: “pastors have 

been caught on the ashley Madi-
son list, and it’s devastating to 
hear the stories.” ashley Madison 
is a website that helps one con-
nect with others who are looking 
to have adulterous relationships. 
400 church leaders (pastors, el-
ders, staff, deacons) who lived in 
the U. S. and Canada had accounts 
with this website – it was discov-
ered. this generation must learn 
from graham – he not only talked 
about sexual purity but lived it 
out! he showed it is possible to 
have a scandal-free ministry (if 
not a perfect ministry), when you 
cooperate with the holy Spirit!

He was an example in the 
message he magnified.

Billy graham preached the 
biblical message of repentance. 
even the secular press recognised 
this. Larry goodstein wrote for 
The New York Times, about Billy 
graham these lines: “Mr. graham 
drew his essential message from 
the mainstream of evangelical 
protestant belief. repent of your 
sins, he told his listeners, accept 
Jesus as your Saviour and be 
born again.” his message on the 
second shortest verse in the Bible 
(remember Lot’s wife – Luke 
17:32), a message on judgment, 
is widely remembered (you can 
see that message on Youtube).

we preachers want to tell 
people we get to preach to that 
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all is well with them and their 
world. we try to speak in a way 
to please them so that we will 
receive a fat offering at the end 
of our ‘buttering’ message. how 
starkly different our generation 
of preachers are from Billy 
graham! we must ‘repent’ of our 
careful avoidance of the message 
of ‘repentance’ in our messages! 
one hyper-grace preacher frankly 
admitted: “(anti-hyper-grace 
preachers) complain that we 
grace preachers don’t emphasise 
repentance sufficiently. It’s true. I 
hardly emphasise it at all!” how 
shameful!

Not only was Billy graham 
an example for me in terms of 
what should be an evangelistic 
message’s main content, he was 
also an example when it came to 
what sort of sermon illustrations 
one can use. During my secular 
college years (1993-97), i got 
hold of Billy graham’s book, 
World Aflame. i recall till date 
his opening illustration for the 
chapter, The Old Immorality, in 
that book. Let me recount it to 
you: “Some time ago a friend 
and i were walking down oxford 
Street in London, when we saw 
what appeared to be an actress or 
model getting into a chauffeured 
limousine while a small crowd 
gathered to watch. Several 
photographers begged her to get 
out of the car so that they could 
get better pictures. when she 

complied, they began to yell: “pull 
your dress down at the top. the 
editors won’t use the pictures 
unless you do!” Billy graham used 
this illustration to demonstrate 
how immoral the world we live 
in was. I figured out that Billy 
graham was only following the 
apostle paul when it came to 
illustration choice. paul, in his 
athens gospel address recorded 
in acts 17, quoted from secular 
sources – did he not? and there, in 
the mid-1990s, as a twenty-year-
old i began my now-regularly-
done practice of wrapping Bible 
truth around interesting-to-youth 
contemporary events.

Billy Graham was an example 
in the way he was magnani-
mous with other men/women 
of God.

Speaking about the soloist 
george Beverly Shea, who often 
sang, before he preached to 
packed audiences, Billy graham 
said, “it was my privilege to 
preach to crowds that primarily 
came to listen to george Beverly 
Shea sing!” that kind of hard-
to-miss humility blows my 
mind away! it is so rare in our 
generation! he was meticulous 
in directing ‘his converts’ after 
his massive crusades to the local 
churches whose pastors he deeply 
respected. this would be one 
of the four things he mentioned 
after the altar-calls he gave: “Join 
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a church!” Billy graham knew he 
was not an island! when he could 
not move out from his home, 
as disease ravaged his frame 
that was nearly ten decades 
old, he had a pastor come and 
preach to him and serve him 
communion regularly. he was 
quick to recognise the talents of 
other evangelists. when he was 
played a cassette tape message 
of an evangelist of indian origin, 
he was impressed. he invited 
that young preacher to preach a 
message in his global conference 
for evangelists in amsterdam. we 
are talking about ravi Zacharias 
here. ravi Zacharias writes in his 
autobiography that after he spoke 
in Amsterdam, he was flooded 
with invitations to preach from all 
over the world. he visited fallen 
tv evangelist Jim Bakker when 
he was in prison and encouraged 
him, through words and dollars. 
He often said the first question he 
would ask when he got to heaven 
was this: “why me, Lord? why 
did you choose a farm boy from 
North Carolina to preach to so 
many people?”

even cricketers like rahul 
Dravid who famously said, “it will 
take a 10-day test for me to reach 
a triple hundred!” had a remark-
able humility. arunachalam Mu-
rugananadam, who made afford-
able sanitary napkins for rural 
women in india, has a humility 
which many modern preachers 
unfortunately do not. Muru-
ganandham shies away from the 
accolades that keep coming to 
him post the hindi movie pad-
man which told his life story, with 
words like these, “i was like any 
other husband who was trying 
to impress his new bride.” Let us 
be magnanimous in our dealings 
with others.

i could keep writing about Billy 
graham and his legacy all day 
long. But being brief is something 
i learnt from Billy graham. Most 
of his sermons ended before the 
clock reached the 40th minute!

Duke Jeyaraj  
is the founder of G4 

Mission, a ministry oriented 
to the modern youth.
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either way, we would like to hear from you.

Light of Life 
P. O. Box No. 4576, 21, Ymca Road, mumbai, central, mumbai 400 008 

E-mail: lightoflife1@rediffmail.com
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LIVING HOPE THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE 
(Accredited with  Asia Theological Association ATA)) 

Mount Zion, Cholapuram South, Rajapalayam Taluk, 
Virudhunagar District,Tamil Nadu – 626139 

Phones: 9444233474;  9940142285;  
04563-284488; 04563-284485

“Go…make disciples…baptize…teach” Matt.28:19,20

Applications are invited from born again young men and women to 
undergo Theological training for 3 years B.Th degree and 2/3 years M.Div 
degree courses  in English and Tamil Medium for the academic year 2018 
– 2019.

FEATURES: 1. Well qualified and experienced faculty 2. Giving emphasis 
to academics and spirituality 3. A well arranged Evangelical curriculum 4. 
Seminars conducted by leading International Theologians 5. Equipping the 
students for ministry 6. Fundamental doctrinal position 7. Well equipped 
library 8. English & Tamil medium separately 9. Full/Partial scholorship 
available 10. Computer training provided.

Degree Duration Eligibility Classes begin

D.Th

B.Th

2 years

3 years

10th pass

+2 pass

June 2018

June 2018

M.Div 2years B.Th June 2018

M.Div (Extn.) 3 years B.Th/Any Degree June 2018

For application and prospectus send Rs. 100 by M.O to 

The Registrar, 
 Living Hope Theological College, Mount Zion, Cholapuram South post, 

Rajapalayam Tk, Virudhunagar Dst, Tamil Nadu  - 626 139 (or)

 The President,  
Gospel Friends, PO Box: 2202 8/1 Anandam Colony, Mandaveli,  

Chennai – 600 028 
Email-lhtcindia@gmail.com/ghunarc@gmail.com
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GOD MADE WOMEN
There’s nothing like spending a day on earth fulfilling the 

purpose of your Creator.

over the decades, our 
lifestyles, thought pro-
cesses, reasoning, and 

understanding capabilities have 
significantly changed across all 
cultures. Change happens so rap-
idly, that every day, everything 
around us is changing and so are 
we. what a 10 year old girl can be 
today is not what she could have 
been three decades ago and, i’m 
sure, we all are equally impacted 
by this change.

women! Let’s pause, and realise 
what god’s heart about us is and 
of his idea of our existence.

he made us: self-controlled, 
pure, busy at home, kind (tit. 
2:5); to learn in quietness and 
full submission (1tim. 2:9); to 
continue in faith, love, holiness 
(1tim.2:15); to be worthy of re-
spect (1tim.3:11); a wise wom-
an who builds her own house 
(prov.14:1). Sometimes it be-
comes too tough to be the women 
that god calls us to be, doesn’t it?

and in the culture that we live 
in today, it seems too religious to 
be the kind of women god expects 
us to be. It takes a little sacrifice to 
be godly women. while the devil 
restlessly whispers lies about us 

SWATHI JOHN and wrongly inspires us showing 
the worthless standards of this 
world, we compromise at times. 
But let me encourage you today, 
to fight such deceiving lies of the 
devil and be the king’s precious 
daughter.

or if you are already battling, 
let’s all stand together in spirit to 
fight for what we rightfully ought 
to be.

You are supposed to be all that 
proverbs 31 says we should be.
• You are worth far more than 

rubies! (v.10 )
• You are confident! (v.11 )
• You bring all good! (v.12 )
• You've got eager hands! (v.13)
• You are diligent! (v.14 )
• You can work hard! (v.15 )
• You are thoughtful to succeed! 

(v.16 )
• You've got strong arms! (v.17)
• You can foresee things! (v.18 )
• You are skilful! (v.19 )
• You are generous! (v.20 )
• You are to be relied upon! 

(v.21 )
• You anticipate seasons! (v.22)
• You bring respect! (v.23 )
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• You pick the finest! (v.24 )
• You are clothed with strength 

and dignity! (v.25 )
• You speak wisdom and faithful 

instructions! (v.26 )
• You are not lazy! (v.27 )
• You gain honour and respect! 

(v.28 )
• You have a standard! (v.29 )
• You fear the Lord your God! 

(v.30 )
• Your praise is due from your 

master! (v.31 )
Ladies! this is our standard!
god knows the generation you 

live in, the season you are in, your 

circumstances, your limitations, 
your strengths and weaknesses, 
people you are surrounded by, 
the shoes you are in today, your 
capacity.

Be still and know who you 
belong to. there’s nothing like 
spending a day on earth fulfilling 
the purpose of your Creator. 

women, you are the best of his 
creation. Surprise people with 
your goodness!

Bethel Bible institute, a Centre for Missionary and theological training, 
affiliated to Senate of Serampore College (University) invites application for 
courses offered:
1. B.D., (4 years) for graduates
2. B.D., (5 Years) for plus 2 pass
3. B.D., (2 Years) for B.th. Up graders with B+
4. B.Miss., (3 Years) for plus 2 pass
5. Dip. in Mission Studies (1 year) for graduates/plus 2 pass
6. Missionary Training Programme (one Semester Course)

Medium of Instruction is English (except Mtp)
application forms may be obtained from the principal on payment of rs.250 

by Mo/DD in favor of Bethel Bible institute, Danishpet, tamil Nadu-636354 
Filled in forms must reach office latest by 30th April 2018 
Ph: 04290-293144 E-mail: <bbibethelprincipal@gmail.com>

principal  Cell No. 0-9443943802

Admission to B.D., B.Miss., Diploma in Mission  
Studies for the year 2018-2019

Swathi John 

is a database programmer 
based in Hyderabad.
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the Baha’i faith arrived 
in 1863 as the newest 
religion on the world 

scene. it began in what was persia 
at that time. it is a monotheistic 
religion, in line with the founder’s 
islamic heritage, that has also 
borrowed from Christian values 
of love and harmony. 

Baha’is And The Beatles

the Baha’i faith is known for 
the concept of ‘three onenesses’.

1. The first oneness is that of 
god. we don’t dispute that.

2. the second is the oneness of 
religion. the Baha’i faith accepts 
that all religions are true and 
valid in origin, and the variations 
are only differences of perception. 
this is absolute nonsense because 
religions do have contrary and 
opposing views on god. they are 
not merely shades of the same 
viewpoint.

3. the third is oneness of 
humanity: “the reality is that 
there is only the one human 
race. we are a single people, 
inhabiting the planet earth, one 

WHOM GOD HAS  
UNITED

We need unity, if there is to be justice and peace.

KURUVILLA CHANDY human family bound together in 
a common destiny, a single entity 
created from one same substance, 
obligated to be even as one soul.” 
this is sentimental nonsense. 
while humans are one species, 
they are not all one race. there 
are ethnic differences.

history has been the disproof of 
the Baha’i faith. it was during an 
era when nations were ratifying 
peace treaties to end colonial wars 
that the first world war broke 
out. when it ended, governments 
thought that what was needed 
was a more encompassing treaty 
among nations and so the League 
of Nations was formed. about two 
decades later, a bigger and worse 
world war broke out that ended 
with the use of atomic bombs. 
then the statesmen of the world 
felt that what the world needed 
was a better and more inclusive 
community of nations, and so the 
United Nations organisation was 
formed. everyone knows how 
unsuccessful the UN has been in 
peacekeeping. even though wars 
have not been termed ‘world 
wars’, there have been ever so 
many wars since then.
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in this culture of war, in 1971, 
John Lennon, who was formerly 
of the Beatles, gave the world the 
song ‘imagine’.
imagine there’s no heaven 
it’s easy if you try 
No hell below us 
above us only sky 
imagine all the people 
Living for today... 
imagine there’s no countries 
it isn’t hard to do 
Nothing to kill or die for 
and no religion, too 
imagine all the people 
Living life in peace... 
You may say i’m a dreamer 
But i’m not the only one 
i hope someday you’ll join us 
and the world will be as one
imagine no possessions 
i wonder if you can 
No need for greed or hunger 
a brotherhood of man 
imagine all the people 
Sharing all the world... 
You may say i’m a dreamer 
But i’m not the only one 
i hope someday you’ll join us 
and the world will live as one.

well, we all know what 
happened to the Beatles. they 
broke up because of interpersonal 
rivalry. individualism entered 
and each started to show off their 
personal styles.

Lennon’s song has remained 
popular. people get all sentimental 

about it at music events. But the 
hard fact is that there’s no reality 
to any of the ideas it projects: not 
in the world and it wasn’t true in 
Lennon’s life.

God Must Forge It

that’s because unity is not 
something humans can forge by 
themselves. that is the point that 
ezekiel made in his prophecy. he 
said that god told him to take 
two sticks and write the names 
ephraim and Judah on them to 
represent the two divided nations 
of israel and Judah. then ezekiel 
was to bind the two sticks together 
to indicate that god was going to 
bind them together so that they 
would once again be one nation 
under god (eze.37:15-22).

there was one kingdom under 
David and Solomon. when 
rehoboam became king, people 
from other tribes rebelled against 
his rule because he was going 
to continue the harsh regime 
that started with Solomon’s 
conscription of people for his 
building projects. that rebellion 
led to the kingdom splitting into 
two (1kgs.12:1-24).

Later on, king Jehoshaphat of 
Judah tried to forge an alliance 
with king ahab of israel through a 
marriage involving their families 
(2Chr.18:1). when Jehoshaphat 
went visiting ahab, he was asked 
to join Ahab in fighting an enemy, 
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and Jehoshaphat proclaimed 
that he and ahab were brothers 
in arms (v.3). a prophet was 
called on to give them what god 
had to say about the plan. he 
said that ahab wouldn’t return 
alive from the battle (v.18). So, 
ahab told Jehoshaphat to go into 
battle dressed like a king, while 
he himself went disguised as an 
ordinary soldier (v.29), obviously 
hoping that the enemy soldiers 
would not concentrate any 
attack on him and instead attack 
Jehoshaphat so that ahab could 
escape the prophesied fate. So 
much for the brotherhood of the 
two! when the enemy army was 
pursuing Jehoshaphat, he cried 
out identifying himself and they 
left off their pursuit (vv.30-32). A 
soldier drew his bow and shot an 
arrow at random into the air, and 
that arrow found Ahab, fulfilling 
the prophecy that he would die in 
the battle (vv.33-34).

Human efforts at forging unity 
and peace cannot succeed. people 
can have a marriage of political 
convenience, but god has to bind 
people together before they can 
be one—truly one. that is what 
god said through ezekiel, his 
prophet.

God Of Peace

in the New testament, we 
have paul writing to the church 
at philippi, “Let your gentleness 

be evident to all. the Lord is 
near. Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in every situation, 
by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your 
requests to god. and the peace 
of god, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus” (php.4:5-7). Yes, we must 
be gentle in our dealings, and 
turn everything we carry in our 
hearts over to god to experience 
the peace of god. paul followed 
that up by saying, “finally, 
brothers and sisters, whatever is 
true, whatever is noble, whatever 
is right, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever 
is admirable—if anything is 
excellent or praiseworthy—think 
about such things. whatever you 
have learned or received or heard 
from me, or seen in me—put 
it into practice. and the god of 
peace will be with you” (vv.8-9). 
and when we turn our thoughts 
to what is good, whatever is from 
god, we will discover that the god 
of peace is with us. 

Did you notice that? to have the 
peace of god (v.6), you must have 
the god of peace (v.9) with you. 
Yes, if you seek peace, you must 
have god, who is the source and 
originator of peace. You must 
come under the sovereign rule of 
god. You must have a relationship 
with god.
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psalm 133 talks of how good 
and lovely it is when brothers live 
together. i’ve always had a special 
liking for this psalm’s reference 
to the priestly beard of aaron 
because i myself have sported 
a beard for 40 years of being a 
pastor. however, the emphasis is 
on the oil that flows downward 
and covers all as it flows. 

in the Bible, oil is a symbol of 
the holy Spirit. when people 
were anointed with oil, it was 
to symbolise the Spirit of  god  
coming upon them (1Sam.16:13). 

The oil flowing down from 
aaron’s head and covering 
his beard and clothes tells us 
that Spirit flows all over the 
community of believing brothers 
and sisters binding them together 
in oneness (psa.133:1-2). 

in the order of the New 
testament, there is no separate 
class of priests. the entire church 
is made up of priests. the whole 
kingdom of Christ is one of priests 
(1pet.2:5). all are disciples. all 
are witnesses of Jesus Christ, 
the risen Lord. the ‘priesthood 
of all believers’ is therefore an 
article of faith for the church. the 
church is not to be divided into 
clergy and laity as two separate 
classes. there is only one ‘people 
(gr. Laos) of god.”
Gospel Invitation

the apostle John wrote, “that 

which was from the beginning, 
which we have heard, which we 
have seen with our eyes, which 
we have looked at and our hands 
have touched—this we proclaim 
concerning the word of life. the 
life appeared; we have seen it 
and testify to it, and we proclaim 
to you the eternal life, which was 
with the father and has appeared 
to us. we proclaim to you what we 
have seen and heard, so that you 
also may have fellowship with us. 
and our fellowship is with the 
father and with his Son, Jesus 
Christ. we write this to make our 
joy complete” (1Jn.1:1-4). John 
said that Christ was proclaimed 
for the very purpose of initiating 
fellowship with those who heard 
the message. every proclamation 
of the gospel is thus an invitation 
to brotherhood, to community. if 
we do not wish to have community 
with newcomers, we should 
not preach the gospel. But if we 
preach the gospel, we must be 
ever ready to say to our audience, 
“Come, be my brother, come, be 
my sister.”

Our Lord’s Prayer

On the eve of His crucifixion, 
the prayer of our Lord was 
that his disciples would be one 
(Jn.17:1-26). It is significant that 
Jesus made a distinction between 
the world and his followers. he 
specifically said that He was not 
praying for the world (v.9). the 
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world was hostile toward him 
and his disciples. however, Jesus 
didn’t pray that they should be 
taken out of the world to escape 
the enmity of the world (vv.14-
16). Such hostility is a given for 
those who follow Jesus. it goes 
with the territory. 

our Lord then went on to 
pray, “My prayer is not for them 
alone. i pray also for those who 
will believe in Me through their 
message, that all of them may be 
one, father, just as You are in Me 
and i am in You. May they also 
be in Us so that the world may 
believe that You have sent Me. 
i have given them the glory that 
You gave Me, that they may be 
one as we are one—i in them and 
You in Me—so that they may be 
brought to complete unity. then 
the world will know that You sent 
Me and have loved them even as 
You have loved Me” (vv.20-23). 
Jesus pins the conversion of the 
world on the unity of those who 
are his. the only way the world is 
going to acknowledge Jesus is for 
Christians to show by their unity 
that god is their father and that 
they are all brothers and sisters.

this prayer of our Lord waits 
for an answer, because it is one 
that must be answered by those 
who follow him. if they don’t 
fulfil the prayer, it will remain 
unanswered.

Jesus told his listeners that 

when they come to the altar of 
worship, if they recall that some-
one has something/anything 
against them, they should not ap-
proach the altar but go and make 
their peace with their brother 
or sister before returning to of-
fer worship at the altar of god 
(Matt.5:21-26). So many families 
of Christians divide over prop-
erty and wealth. Brothers forget 
to be brothers. Sisters forget to 
be sisters. they grew up in child-
hood as brothers and sisters. But 
now they are enemies with dag-
gers drawn. So many followers 
of Christ will not recognise that 
the Lord has ‘other sheep’, and 
that one day, at the last, he will 
make them and us into one flock 
(Jn.10:16).

how dare we pray, “forgive 
us our sins, as we forgive those 
who sin against us”? how dare 
we come to the Lord’s table of 
communion, when the Lord says 
that we must first make our peace 
with brothers and sisters before 
coming to his altar?

Yes, we need unity, if there is to 
be justice and peace. are we ready 
to pay the cost of such unity that 
demands an end to stopping all 
our quarrels?

Kuruvilla Chandy  
is a freelance preacher and 

writer based in Trivandrum. 
He retired after serving 42 

years as pastor in Lucknow.

LIGHT OF LIFE 33 MARCH  2016

miraculous gifts may not be 
present in a church. In such 
a situation, James said that 
anyone who is sick is to ask the 
elders of the church to anoint 
him or her and pray for healing, 
and the promise of God is that 
healing will come in answer to 
the prayer of faith (5:13-15). We 
need to have more faith about 
this promise and put it into 
practice among us.

We are indeed living in better 
days. If we were living in the 
time when Jesus was on the 
earth, we would have found 
Jesus “sent only to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel” 
(Matt.15:24). Or, like Martha and 

Mary discovered that just when 
someone was sick unto death, 
Jesus was not there (Jn.11:1-
44). We have the Holy Spirit in 
us and the Holy Spirit is more 
powerful than the spirits that 
inhabit the world (1Jn.4:4). The 
Holy Spirit will empower us 
to glorify Jesus, but we need to 
stop treating Him like a ghost. 
We have to stop ignoring Him. 
We need to let Him have His 
way with us in our lives and in 
our churches. 

Kuruvilla Chandy 
is Pastor of the Grace Bible 

Church, Lucknow.
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John, the apostle of love, in his 
first epistle, wrote to those 
who believed in the name 

of the Son of god, so they would 
know right apostolic doctrines 
and true moral principles because 
false teachers were attacking 
the true doctrines and moral 
principles. one of the prominent 
false teachers of gnosticism was 
Cerinthus, who was propagating 
the false teaching that Jesus Christ 
was an ordinary man and he was 
not god. according to Cerinthus, 
the physical body is evil and has 
nothing to do with the spirit and 
with spirituality, and can be used 
in any form of activities, either 
good or bad. Some believers 
adopted his teachings and became 
his followers. But some remained 
in the apostolic teachings. hence, 
the believers were divided into 
groups, namely, those with 
gnostic philosophies and those 
with true apostolic doctrines. 
those who held the apostolic 
doctrines were confused with a 
lot of questions.

therefore, John set forth 
the following criteria so that 
Christians will be able to test and 

LIFE WITH TRUE LOVE
A look at the right apostolic doctrines

AKASH SURJYA identify their right belief and right 
moral principles for continuing 
fellowship with the triune god in 
love and in truth.
1. Life with true love ever lives 

in the light (2:10).
2. Life with true love embraces 

the truth (3:18).
3. Life with true love sacrifices 

self (3:16).
4. Life with true love forgives 

others (2:26;4:21).
5. Life with true love helps 

others (3:18).
6. Life with true love never fears 

(4:18).
7. Life with true love never hates 

(4:20).
8. Life with true love never 

deceives (1:8,9;3:7).
9. Life with true love will not 

continue to lie (4:20).
10. Life with true love will not 

continue in sin (3:8,9).

Akash Surjya  
is the academic dean 

at Koinonia College 
of Theology, Pune.
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the letter to the hebrews 
got its name because it is 
addressed to the Jews of 

the first century who had accept-
ed Jesus Christ as their Lord and 
Saviour. But later, they came to a 
situation facing severe persecu-
tion. Nero, the roman emperor, 
had turned against all Christians 
and severe persecution was un-
leashed against them. the Jew-
ish Christians had a way of cir-
cumventing the persecution by 
slipping back to their old syna-
gogues and denying Christ as 
their Lord. at that time, Judaism 
continued to be a recognised re-
ligion in the empire. So there was 
a strong temptation among the 
Jewish (i.e., hebrew) Christians 
to drift away from Christian faith 
and be known as Jews rather than 
Christians. this letter has been 
written to such Christians in or-
der to encourage them to remain 
steadfast in their Christian faith 
without wavering, backsliding or 
drifting away from the faith which 
they had accepted and even suf-
fered for. But this time the perse-
cution was extremely severe as it 
was from the empire, initiated by 
the emperor himself.

THE LETTER TO THE  
HEBREWS

A letter of encouragement in times of severe persecution

LUKE VYDHIAN the identity of the author of 
this letter remains a mystery.  
however, we do know that he 
was one of the hebrew Christians 
who longed to be restored early 
and had even requested their 
prayers for the same (13:18,19). 
instead of wasting our time over 
the authorship of this letter, it is 
far more profitable to take it as 
inspired by the holy Spirit and 
try to gain from its content.

Superiority Of Jesus Christ

addressing the Jewish Chris-
tians, the author begins with 
comparing the old testament 
writings and even its heroes with 
what is now revealed through 
god’s own Son, through his life 
and teachings. Even in the first 
few sentences of the letter, it 
is made amply clear that what 
we have received through Jesus 
Christ is far more authentic and 
superior to what was revealed 
earlier. the author of hebrews 
begins by comparing Jesus with 
the angels. angels are supernatu-
ral beings always serving god in 
various ways. hence, the Jews of 
old held them in utmost awe and 
reverence. But here we see that 
Jesus is described as much supe-
rior to angels. the author quotes 
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from the psalms and other books 
of the old testament to show that 
Jesus is indeed the Son of god, a 
position that no angel can ever 
attain. having established the su-
periority of Jesus over angels, in 
chapter 2, he gives his readers a 
warning not to ignore the salva-
tion offered by Jesus Christ. “How 
shall we escape if we ignore such 
a great salvation?” Jesus, the Son 
of god, who is above all angels, 
was made a little lower than an-
gels in that he was made a man 
and made to suffer death on the 
cross so that he could bring many 
sons to glory.

he then turns his attention to 
Moses, the ultimate hero of ev-
ery Jew and compares Jesus with 
him. Chapter 3, however, starts 
with an exhortation to the read-
ers to “fix your thoughts on Jesus 
the apostle and high priest whom 
we confess.” he then proceeds to 
the respective positions of Mo-
ses and Jesus in the household 
of god. “Moses was faithful as a 
servant in all god’s house, but Je-
sus is faithful as Son over god’s 
house” (3:5), establishing beyond 
doubt the superiority of Jesus 
over Moses. this assertion is also 
followed by a warning and exhor-
tation to his readers to “hold on 
to our courage and the hope of 
which we boast.”

the author, thereafter, turns 
to the role of Jesus as the great 
high priest and establishes him 
as belonging to a higher order 

than the Levitical order of priest-
hood that was most familiar to 
every Jew. Jesus’ priesthood, in 
contrast, is traced to the order of 
Melchizedek, the king of Salem 
and the priest of the Most high 
god, who is without beginning or 
end. Like the Son of god, he re-
mains priest forever.

the author of hebrews thus es-
tablishes the superiority of Jesus 
over angels in heaven and every-
thing else including, Moses, Josh-
ua and the entire priesthood of 
the aaronic order. the purpose of 
the book is to strongly dissuade 
those who are tempted to fall back 
to Judaism rejecting the salvation 
available to them through faith in 
Christ. that purpose is strongly 
served by this powerful exposi-
tion of the superiority of Jesus 
over everything else in creation 
or what was already revealed 
through the old testament.

Warning Against Backsliders

Chapter 6 contains a stern 
warning to those who are tempt-
ed to drift away.  verses 4-6 say, 
“it is impossible for those who 
have once been enlightened, who 
have tasted the heavenly gift, who 
have shared the holy Spirit, who 
have tasted the goodness of the 
word of god and the power of the 
coming age, if they fall away, to be 
brought back to repentance, be-
cause to their loss they are cruci-
fying the Son of god all over again 
and subjecting him to public dis-
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grace.” this was a strong warning 
to backsliders and drifters, not 
only in the first century, but in all 
ages. however, we should recog-
nise that the word impossible is 
not applicable to god for whom 
everything is possible.

Superiority Of The New  
Covenant

the author turns, then, to com-
pare the New Covenant sealed 
with the unique sacrifice of the 
Son of god, with the earlier cove-
nants. the Son of god entered the 
true heavenly sanctuary, not made 
by men but of heavenly origins. 
the earthly sanctuaries where 
the priests of the aaronic lineage 
offered sacrifices repeatedly and 
unendingly are mere shadows of 
the heavenly sanctuary. the Son 
of god is the mediator of the new 
covenant established through the 
shedding of his own blood and is 
superior to the old covenant and 
carries better promises. the au-
thor of hebrews further argues 
that “by calling this covenant new, 
the old one has been made obso-
lete and what is obsolete and ag-
ing will soon disappear.” he ends 
the tenth chapter with another 
exhortation to his readers to en-
courage one another (v.25) all the 
more. the exhortation is coupled 
with another warning, “if we de-
liberately keep on sinning, after 
we have received the knowledge 
of truth, no sacrifice for sin is left, 
but only fearful expectation of 

judgment and of raging fire that 
will consume the enemies of god” 
(vv.27,28).

Heroes Of The Faith

having established, beyond 
doubt, the superiority of the New 
Covenant over the old, the heav-
enly sanctuary over the earthly 
sanctuaries which were mere 
shadows of the real one and the 
superiority of Jesus, the sole 
Mediator and high priest of the 
New Covenant over everything 
else, the author of hebrews in 
the eleventh chapter, turns to 
the old testament once again 
to pick out for us heroes who by 
their faith, made evident through 
their actions, attained greatness 
far beyond their human capa-
bilities. they show us what can 
be achieved through faith. their 
weaknesses were turned into 
their strength. Some of them con-
quered kingdoms, routed foreign 
armies, and won great victories. 
Yet others were tortured, impris-
oned. Some were stoned to death. 
others went through unimagi-
nable agony, being sawn alive 
in two. Yet others went about in 
goatskins and sheepskins, per-
secuted and mistreated beyond 
measure. But they were all com-
mended for their faith. Yet, none 
of them received what had been 
promised, during their life on 
earth. they were looking forward 
to something far more valuable in 
eternity.



32Light of Life apriL 2018

the eleventh chapter of he-
brews shows that the journey 
of faith is not always crowned 
with success, as far as this life is 
concerned. although some may 
achieve success even during their 
life on earth, others have to wait 
till they reach eternity to receive 
their rewards. who receives 
what and when is entirely in the 
sovereign hands of the father in 
heaven. it is also interesting to 
examine the names listed here. 
It starts with Abel, the very first 
martyr who met his end because 
of his goodness. then comes 
enoch, who walked with god and 
entered heaven without seeing 
death, as he pleased god. Noah, 
abraham, isaac, Jacob, Joseph 
and Moses follow, with abraham 
and Moses receiving special treat-
ment. the prostitute rahab is 
specially mentioned for her faith. 
David, the greatest king of israel, 
though mentioned, receives no 
special treatment and is clubbed 
with minor characters like Barak 
and Jephthah. what is intriguing 
is the omission of the names of 
the great prophets of israel, like 
isaiah, Jeremiah, ezekiel and Dan-
iel. among the prophets, the only 
name of a prophet appearing is 
that of Samuel who was also the 
last judge of israel. all the rest are 
covered by just one word ‘proph-
ets’. apart from David, no other 
king, not even Solomon, finds a 
mention here among the heroes. 
Some of them may not qualify to 

be among the ‘heroes of faith’. But 
how did the great prophets get 
excluded? it may continue to be 
one of the unsolved mysteries of 
the Bible.

Exhortations And Warnings

the last two chapters of he-
brews contain exhortations, 
words of encouragement and 
even a few warnings. Chapter 
twelve commences with a fervent 
appeal to “run the race that is set 
before us with endurance.” it is 
applicable as much to the original 
readers of this letter in the first 
century, as it is to every one of 
us reading it in the 21st century. 
for that race to be successful we 
have to lay aside everything that 
hinders us. for this, our model is 
none other than Jesus the author 
and finisher of our faith, in com-
parison to whom all the other he-
roes mentioned in the previous 
chapter pale into insignificance. 
Let me now quote some of the 
exhortations contained in the last 
two chapters of hebrews.
a) endure hardship as discipline; 

god is treating you as sons. for 
what son is not disciplined by 
his father? (12:7).

b) therefore, strengthen your 
feeble arms and weak knees. 
Make level paths for your feet 
so that the lame may not be 
disabled, but rather healed 
(12:12,13).
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c) Make every effort to live in 
peace with all men and to be 
holy; without holiness no one 
will see the Lord (12:14).

d) therefore, since we are re-
ceiving a kingdom that cannot 
be shaken, let us be thankful 
and so worship god accept-
ably with reverence and awe 
for our god is a consuming 
fire (12:28,29).

e) keep on loving each other as 
brothers (13:1).

f) Do not forget to entertain 
strangers, for so doing some 
people have entertained 
angels without knowing it 
(13:2).

g) remember those in prison as 
if you were fellow prisoners, 
and those who are mistreated 
as if you yourself were suffer-
ing (13:3).

h) Marriage should be honoured 
by all and the marriage bed 
kept pure for god will judge 
the adulterer and all sexually 
immoral (13:4).

i) keep your lives free from the 
love of money and be content 
with what you have (13:5).

j) remember your leaders who 
spoke the word of god to you 
(13:7).

k) Do not be carried away by 
all kinds of strange teachings 
(13:9).

these are all exhortations that 
help us immensely in our faith 

journey as it did to the first centu-
ry readers of this letter, for whom 
it was initially written. towards 
the end of the letter, the author 
adds a personal touch by asking 
his readers to pray that he may be 
restored to them soon. the letter 
ends with a beautiful benediction 
and a reminder to take heed to 
his exhortations.

Conclusion

Scholars agree that the letter 
to the hebrews employs the best 
greek among all New testament 
writings. with elegance of lan-
guage and great eloquence, this 
letter of exhortation, encour-
agement and warnings against 
backsliding, drifting and going 
back from the path of salvation is 
surely the greatest advocacy for 
the cause of our Lord and Sav-
iour Jesus Christ. it is no doubt 
god’s word of encouragement to 
Christians tempted to give up in 
the face of severe persecution. 
for us living in the 21st century 
with persecution against Chris-
tians reaching levels that match 
or even exceed that of the first 
century, this book remains as the 
best antidote against all tempta-
tions to slide back. Let us with 
god’s help take heed to what the 
book conveys to us.

K. P. Luke Vydhian  
retired as General Manager, 

Telecom, Karnataka, and 
lives in Bangalore.
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the Bible is full of imagery, 
from everyday life. 
parables are earthly, real 

life stories but with a heavenly 
meaning, unlike panchatantra, 
aesop’s fables or 1001 arabian 
Nights (which are fictional). In 
these parables, there are many 
‘common sense’ statements, 
but have profound meaning. 
(Simple for the ordinary people 
to understand and so profound 
that even the intellectual people 
cannot fathom the depth of its 
meaning.)

for example, Matthew 13 is 
all about the parables of the 
kingdom. here is a reference to 
the seed, a seed of the kingdom 
of god, seed of a vision, seed of 
the spirit, or a seed equated to 
your character. But the parables 
also talk about an enemy, about 
evil, about wickedness, evil that 
comes in the form of a beautiful 
bird that steals the seed, and 
about discord. 

So, here are some laws of sowing 
and reaping from the world of 

LAWS OF SOWING AND 
REAPING

Ten laws that teach us the importance of sowing, leading to 
reaping

STANLEY MEHTA agriculture, but full of spiritual 
meaning.

Law # 1: You Reap That Which 
You Sow

“Whoever sows to please 
their flesh, from the flesh will 
reap destruction; whoever sows 
to please the Spirit, from the 
Spirit will reap eternal life” 
(gal.6:7,8). “as i have observed, 
those who plough evil, and 
those who sow trouble reap 
it” (Job.4:8). “whoever sows 
injustice reaps calamity, and the 
rod they wield in fury will be 
broken” (prov.22:8).

if you sow rice, you cannot 
expect a harvest of wheat. Some 
parents are very particular about 
their children’s education, much 
more than the children’s spiritual 
welfare. the parents may not 
mind, if their children miss the 
Sunday school, but attend some 
tuition classes on Sunday morning. 
then, when the kids become 
teenagers and misbehave, the 
parents are alarmed. they sowed 
into education, but expected 
spirituality to emerge. 
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“Blessed are the pure in 
heart, for they shall see god.” 
But if anyone keeps watching 
pornography, then how do they 
expect to be pure in heart? “thy 
word have i hid in my heart, that 
i might not sin against thee.” 
the psalmist was regularly 
reading and memorising god’s 
word, storing it in his heart, as 
an antibiotic against sin. he was 
sowing towards godliness and 
would reap godliness.

Law # 2: What You Sow, You 
Reap Plenty

one seed can yield 30, 60 or 
100 fold yield. “… and whoever 
sows generously will also reap 
generously” (2Cor.9:6). “They 
sow the wind, and reap the 
whirlwind” (hos.8:7). “we sow 
a thought and reap an act; we 
sow an act and reap a habit; we 
sow a habit and reap a character; 
we sow a character and reap a 
destiny.”

Law # 3: You Sow Sparingly, 
You Reap Sparingly

“Remember this: whoever 
sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly” (2Cor.9:6).

what do you sow? we are 
encouraged to hunger and thirst 
for righteousness, seek first the 
kingdom of god, love god with all 
our heart, soul, mind and strength, 
earnestly desire ‘agape love’, 

love your neighbour as yourself, 
diligently study scripture (faith 
comes by hearing the word of 
god). 

Law # 4: You Should Sow In 
Season

there is a time and season 
for everything – there is a time 
to plant, and time to uproot 
(eccl.3:2). when you plant in 
the right season, you will reap 
in right season, then everything 
cooperates with you. otherwise, 
nature will not cooperate with 
you.

Law # 5: You Should Not Sleep 
While Sowing Or Reaping

“But while everyone was 
sleeping, his enemy came and 
sowed weeds among the wheat, 
and went away” (Matt.13:25). 
(After sowing, the enemy will 
come.)

“he who gathers crops in 
summer is a prudent son, but 
he who sleeps during harvest 
is a disgraceful son” (pro.10:5). 
(During reaping, the birds will 
come and eat away the harvest.)

it means basically being alert. 
Being diligent and watchful, not 
neglecting our relationships at 
any stage. we may lose what we 
have gained, if we become lazy or 
careless. 

Law # 6: You Should Believe 
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In Sowing And Must Sow

“god supplies seed to the 
sower” (2Cor.9:6-11). (Not to 
the admirer or the collector of 
seeds.)
 here we are asked to …
 Sow financially (by giving 

to the church/missions/the 
poor)

 Sow relationally (with your 
spouse, kids or friends)

 Sow spiritually (in your daily 
disciplines)

 Sow towards your god-given 
vision.

Do not wait for ideal conditions; 
otherwise, you will never sow. 
Some element of risk is involved. 

“Ship your grain across the sea; 
after many days you may receive 
a return. invest in seven ventures, 
yes, in eight; you do not know what 
disaster may come upon the land. 
if clouds are full of water, they 
pour rain on the earth. whether 
a tree falls to the south or to the 
north, in the place where it falls, 
there it will lie. whoever watches 
the wind will not plant; whoever 
looks at the clouds will not reap” 
(eccl.11:1-4,9).

the risk involved in shipping 
your goods is that the boat may 
capsize. if you are ‘problem’ 
focussed, you will hesitate to sow. 
But, if you are ‘potential’ focussed, 
you will sow.

Law # 7: You Will Reap, If You 
Faint Not

“Let us not become weary in 
doing good, for at the proper 
time we will reap a harvest, if 
we do not give up” (gal.6:9). 
We should not get discouraged, 
nor should we be committed to 
short term. Good works is our 
calling.

Law # 8: Before Sowing – 
Prepare The Ground 

“Sow righteousness for 
yourselves, reap the fruit of 
unfailing love, and break up 
your unploughed ground; for 
it is time to seek the Lord, 
until He comes and showers 
His righteousness on you” 
(hos.10:12).

Law # 9: God Gives The 
Increase

Depend on god and you will 
increase (gen.26:1-3,12). the 
DNa is in the seed created by the 
Lord. the rains and the seasons 
belong to the Lord. the ability 
for the seed to germinate belongs 
to the Lord. the 30, 60, 100 fold 
harvest is attributed to the Lord. 
our cooperation with the Lord 
causes this miracle to take place, 
and we are ever so grateful to 
the Lord, for our riches increase, 
because it all belongs to him.
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Law # 10: You Will Reap 
Problems, If God Is Against 
You

“They will sow wheat, but 
reap thorns; they will wear 
themselves out but gain nothing. 
They will bear the shame of 
their harvest because of the 
Lord’s fierce anger” (Jer.12:13). 
“You have planted much, but 
harvested little. You eat, but 
never have enough. You drink, 
but never have your fill. You put 
on clothes, but are not warm. You 

earn wages, only to put them in a 
purse with holes in it” (hag.1:6). 
All because these people were 
only concerned about their own 
panelled house and not bothered 
about the house of God, which 
was lying in ruins (Hag.1:4).

Stanley Mehta   
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FIVE SINS THAT JESUS 
HATED MOST

It should be our aim to hate these five sins that Jesus  
hated the most.

ZAC POONEN

as we grow spiritually, 
we will discover that 
the righteousness of 

god is not primarily external, 
and that sin too is not primarily 
external. when we talk about 
righteousness, most people think 
of the standard mentioned in 
the ten Commandments. But 
righteousness under the new 
covenant is measured by the life 
of Jesus and not by any written 
law. when we consider the sins 
that Jesus spoke against the 
most, we will discover what he 
hated the most. as we consider 
five such sins, we will see that 
none of them is listed in the ten 
Commandments!

1. Hypocrisy

to be a hypocrite is to give 
others the impression that we 
are holier than we actually are. 
it is the same as being false, or 
telling a lie. Jesus pronounced 
a curse on hypocrites seven 
times in Matthew 23:13-29. it is 
possible to tell a lie without even 
opening our mouths. ananias lied 

to the holy Spirit without saying a 
word – when he pretended to be 
a wholehearted disciple of Jesus 
(acts.5:1-5).

Jesus told the pharisees that 
their inner life was ‘full of self-
indulgence’ (Matt.23:25) – which 
meant that they lived only to 
please themselves. Yet they 
gave others the impression that 
because they knew the Scriptures 
well and fasted and prayed and 
tithed their income, they were 
very holy. they appeared very 
pious externally. they prayed 
lengthy prayers in public, but 
they did not pray at length in 
private – just like many today. 
it is hypocrisy if we praise god 
only on Sunday mornings, but 
do not have a spirit of praise in 
our hearts at all times. god looks 
at our hearts. the wise virgins 
had a hidden reserve of oil in 
their vessels while the foolish 
ones had only enough to light 
their lamps externally and have 
a good testimony before men 
(Matt.25:1-4). when we hear of a 
Christian leader suddenly falling 
into adultery, we must realise 
that that was no sudden fall but 
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the final result of a long period of 
unfaithfulness in his inner life. he 
was a hypocrite for long!

2. Spiritual Pride

Spiritual pride is the most 
common sin to be found among 
those who pursue after holiness. 
we all know the parable of the 
self-righteous pharisee who 
despised others even in his 
prayer (Lk.18:9-14)! it is more 
than likely that 90% of all prayers 
offered in public by believers 
are primarily meant to impress 
others who are listening and not 
prayed to god at all. the pharisee 
in the parable may not have 
been evil, like other sinners, in 
his external life. But Jesus hated 
the pride with which he thought 
of his spiritual activities and 
with which he despised others. 
it is spiritual pride that makes 
believers constantly judge other 
believers.

the tax collector, however, 
who saw himself as the sinner 
– worse than all others – was 
accepted by god. all who have 
come face to face with god will 
have seen themselves at some 
time, as the chief of sinners. 
Jesus taught that the greatest 
person in heaven would be 
the humblest (Matt.18:4). the 
greatest virtue found in heaven 
is humility. we see in the Book 
of revelation that all those who 
receive crowns in heaven are 

quick to cast them down before 
the Lord acknowledging that 
he alone deserves every crown 
(rev.4:10,11).

Jesus said that even if we 
managed to obey every single 
commandment of god, we would 
still be unprofitable servants 
who had not done anything more 
than what was expected of us 
(Lk.17:10). then what shall we 
say about our condition when we 
fall so often!

3. Impurity

impurity enters into our hearts 
mainly through our eyes and 
our ears. this impurity then 
comes out from our hearts and 
expresses itself through the 
various members of our bodies 
- primarily through our tongues 
and our eyes. anyone who seeks 
to be pure must therefore be 
especially careful about what he 
sees and what he hears. Jesus 
hated impurity so much that he 
told his disciples that they should 
be willing to pluck out their 
right eye and cut off their right 
hand rather than sin with those 
members (Matt.5:27-29).

when do doctors recommend 
the amputation of the right hand 
or the surgical removal of an eye? 
only when things have become 
so bad that without the removal 
of these organs, the whole body 
would die. this is what we need 
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to understand in relation to sin 
as well. Sin is so serious that it 
can imperil our very life. Most 
believers have not realised this 
and that is why they are careless 
in the way they use their tongues 
and their eyes. we must be as 
blind men and as dumb men 
when tempted to sin with our 
eyes and our tongues. this is the 
implication of Jesus’ words.

4. Indifference To Human 
Need

Jesus was angry when the 
leaders of the synagogue did 
not want him to heal a man, just 
because it was the Sabbath day. 
“he was deeply disturbed by 
their indifference to human need” 
(Mk.3:5 tLB).

we are commanded to do 
good to all men, especially to 
the children of god (gal.6:10). 
Jesus taught that those who did 
nothing to help their brothers 
who were in need of the basic 
necessities of life, would be cast 
out of His presence in the final 
day (Matt.25:41-46). we may 
not have the gift of healing to 
heal sick believers. But we can all 
certainly visit those who are sick 
and encourage them. that’s all 
the Lord asks of us.

the rich man went to hell 
because he did not care for his 
brother Lazarus, who was a fellow 
Jew and a fellow son of abraham. 

the priest and the Levite in the 
parable of the good Samaritan 
were exposed as hypocrites by 
Jesus because they did not show 
compassion on their fellow-
brother Jew who was lying on the 
roadside wounded. the Bible says 
that those who see their brothers 
in need and who are not moved 
to help them do not really have 
saving faith (Jas.2:15-17). they 
are only deceiving themselves 
when they say that they are 
born again; they are not. those 
who do not help their brothers 
in need cannot possibly have 
the love of god dwelling in their 
hearts (1Jn.3:17). Jesus spoke out 
strongly on such matters because 
he hated the attitude that many 
religious people had who were 
concerned only with religious 
activities but not with helping 
their needy brothers.

5. Unbelief

the four sins that we have 
already mentioned can easily be 
identified as sins by all believers. 
But when it comes to unbelief, 
almost all believers think of it, 
not as a sin but as a weakness. 
and therefore they don’t learn to 
hate unbelief as they hate other 
sins.

But the Bible speaks of an 
unbelieving heart as an evil 
heart (heb.3:12) Jesus re-
buked his disciples seven times 
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for unbelief. (See Matt.6:30; 
8 : 2 6 ; 1 4 : 3 1 ; 1 6 : 8 ; 1 7 : 1 7 - 2 0 ; 
Mk.16:14;Lk.24:25). it seems 
that he almost never rebuked his 
disciples for anything else!

Unbelief is an insult to god, 
because it implies that god 
does not care or provide for his 
children even as much as evil 
fathers on earth care and provide 
for their children.

there is also a counterfeit faith 
being preached these days, as 
a means of getting things from 
god. But that is not the faith that 
Jesus preached. he wanted us to 
have faith to live by, in our daily 
life. victory over depression, bad 
moods and discouragement can 
come only as we have faith in a 
loving father in heaven and in the 
wonderful promises he has given 
us in his word.

twice we read of Jesus being 
amazed – once when he saw faith 
and once when he saw unbelief! 
(Matt.8:10;Mk.6:6). Jesus was 
excited whenever he saw faith in 
people. and he was disappointed 

when he saw people unwilling to 
trust in a loving father in heaven.

Now That We Know

Now that we have understood 
what Jesus hated the most, it 
should be our aim to hate these 
five sins too. As we discover these 
sins in our lives, we must crucify 
them ruthlessly.

Many preachers read articles 
like this regularly, only in order 
to get points for their sermons. 
Let me warn all such: Satan will 
tempt you to use this article just 
to get five points for a sermon! But 
what you need to do, first of all, is 
to hate these sins thoroughly in 
your own life.

then you will be able to 
proclaim god’s word with 
authority. otherwise, you will 
only be a pharisee like many 
other preachers in the world.

Zac Poonen  
is a Bible teacher and 

the author of a number 
of books on the deeper 

Christian life. He resides in 
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in churches, at spiritual 
gatherings and even in youth 
fellowships, the emphasis is 

on our spirit and soul but very 
rarely on the body, whereas the 
secular media has been glorifying 
the body and almost bringing 
people to worship it. as a result, 
in the absence of a Christian voice, 
Christians are pressurised to 
conform to the worldly standards. 
the word of god has much to 
offer by way of developing a 
healthy and holistic personality. 
“You shall love the Lord your god 
with all your heart, with all your 
soul, and with all your strength” 
(Deut.6:5). 

Girls covet an hour-glass figure 
and guys crave for a six-pack 
body. Nothing wrong if the body 
beautiful houses a godly soul. But 
if we emphasise on a chiselled 
body at the cost of a craggy soul, 
we are in danger of missing the 
best of god. our personality will 
be skewed and unattractive. 

regular exercise is good for 
health and it will keep us fit. 
those who enjoy good health 

IS YOUR SOUL  
WELL-DRESSED?

As long as we have a body, let us care for it.

SAMSON GANDHI are generally alert, have better 
concentration and are cheerful 
in mannerisms. they feel good 
about themselves and usually 
enjoy a healthy self-esteem. But 
those who are obsessed with 
their weight and waist, waste 
endless hours before a mirror and 
end up having an unhealthy self-
esteem. they are either looking 
for approval or proudly showing 
off seeking attention. Since they 
are constantly preoccupied 
with their appearance, they are 
neither interested in people nor 
meaningful pursuits. Such people 
come across as uninteresting. 
But if they are housing a godly 
soul that cares for others, gets 
excited about new things, people 
are drawn to them and they begin 
to have good feelings about them 
which gives them beauty within 
and without.

this article is not about how to 
exercise and develop a healthy 
body. You can always get such 
information from your doctor, 
dietician and fitness coach. But 
i would like to bring home the 
point that we have a god-given 
responsibility towards our 
physical body.
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the Bible notices beauty and 
brawn. rachel was beautiful in 
form and appearance (gen.29:17). 
esther would have appeared on 
the cover of the vogue magazine, 
today. abigail was a woman of 
good understanding and beautiful 
appearance (1Sam.25:3). Samson 
must have had rippling muscles. 
Saul was handsome and he stood 
head and shoulders above the 
rest (1Sam.9:2). their beauty 
and handsomeness may have 
been natural but their form 
was primarily the result of a 
pastoral lifestyle that demanded 
strenuous physical labour giving 
them the needed exercise to their 
bodies. they never ate the bread 
of laziness.

our lives have become me-
chanical and morose. we have 
the facility of transport, so we 
do not walk; gadgets to wash our 
clothes and do the dishes, so we 
do not labour; sleep and sit and 
are glued to a phone, tablet or a 
laptop and therefore inactive. 
we develop an obese body and 
end up with aches and pains and 
other several lifestyle diseases. in 
such a creaking and crying body, 
the soul will find it hard to laugh. 
Let us make it a point to exercise 
the body. good exercise helps 
stimulate endorphins which are 
neurotransmitters or chemical 
messengers. they relieve pain 
and stress. Dopamine, serotonin 
and norepinephrine are feel-good 

chemicals released naturally, as a 
result of exercise. Let your body 
experience peace and joy.

Paul, in his first letter to the 
Corinthians made it clear that 
our body is a temple of the holy 
Spirit. “or do you not know that 
your body is the temple of the 
holy Spirit who is in you, whom 
you have from god, and you are 
not your own? for you were 
bought at a price; therefore 
glorify God in your body and in 
your spirit, which are god’s.” our 
body is not only the temple of the 
holy Spirit but it is also owned by 
god. therefore, we must be good 
tenants of god’s property. put it 
to godly use and not abuse it.

Just as the Bible warns a person 
not to become a drunkard, it also 
strongly exhorts the believers not 
to give into gluttony (prov.23:2,21). 
we demonise drinking, but turn a 
blind eye toward excessive and 
indulgent eating. By doing so, 
we do no service to our body but 
disservice, even abuse.

food shows, like Master Chef, 
and posts of exotic foods on social 
media make things difficult. It 
gives an impression that other 
people are eating such culinary 
specialities all the time and 
somehow we are missing out 
on something special. Let us not 
forget that eve ate of that fruit 
because she considered it good 
for food and pleasing to the eye. 
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Let us be careful when we choose 
our food by the way they are 
dressed and served. it may not be 
the best of foods for good health. 
pay attention to both the quantity 
and quality of food. it is worth 
giving food its due priority.

too much emphasis has been 
laid among the evangelicals on 
spiritual matters at the cost of 
physical well-being. the focus 
and goal has been to help a 
person to be born again as no 
one can see the kingdom of god 
unless he is born again. however, 
what happens thereafter has not 
been addressed adequately. as a 
result, when a born again believer 
has health issues, they are only 
approached spiritually. we rarely 
ask people to take care of the body 
through a healthy diet, sufficient 
exercise and needed rest. god 
asked elijah to eat and rest, eat 
and rest, before he was shown 
reality. when we are spiritually 
tested, emotionally drained 
and physically exhausted, god’s 
prescription is to eat well and 
take rest. Let the body recover to 
minister to the soul.

Many women do not eat well, 
rest enough and over-work. they 
are ever about their chores and 
their day never ends. they are 
bound to feel depressed sooner 
or later. Men also try and provide 
the best for their families and 
stretch themselves, working 

long hours to gain that elusive 
promotion and claim tempting 
incentives. there is no end to 
wants, and societal pressures 
are relentless. as Christians, we 
must draw a line. the Bible says, 
“godliness with contentment is 
great gain” (1tim.6:6). Such an 
attitude is good for the body.

pain is a great gift of god. it is 
an internal alarm that god has 
placed in our bodies urging us to 
take action. But we do not listen to 
it. we are constantly ‘snoozing’ it 
and finally it ceases to bother us. 
But surely the body is taking on 
more and more damage and it is a 
matter of time before it ends up in 
a complicated emergency. what 
could have been a simple, low-
cost medical intervention would 
precipitate into a complicated, 
and financially crippling medical 
procedure. “a stitch in time saves 
nine,” so goes the old proverb. 
Listen to what the body is 
saying and respond with timely 
intervention.

regular medical tests and timely 
treatment go a long way to keep 
the body fit. Some Christians lack 
the discipline and determination 
to take the tests and treatment. 
Some take it to questionable levels 
of faith. they believe that they 
need only to pray, and somehow 
god will exempt them from such 
tests and treatment and give 
them good health. But when they 



50Light of Life apriL 2018

Please

 Send us the advertisement matter through e-mail, latest by the 
4th day of the month preceding the one in which you require the 
advertisement to be published.

 release the payment along with the advertisement or within seven 
days of submission of our invoice. while releasing the payment 
through bank, intimate us by e-mail the details of the payment, with 
your name and address.

 Send us the advertisement matter in pdf/jpg as well as Word file, 
to facilitate corrections wherever required and to improve its 
presentation.

thank you.

Light of Life
ATTENTION ADVERTISERS!



51Light of Life apriL 2018

actually fall ill, they question the 
Lord. they wonder why the Lord 
has not come through to them. 
they are in danger of losing not 
only their health but their faith as 
well. they don’t realise that such 
an outlook is nothing but putting 
the Lord to test.

on a similar note, taking 
a medical insurance is good 
stewardship of your body. taking 
a medical insurance policy does 
not mean lack of faith. on the 
contrary, it is like saving for a 
rainy day. Some Christians do not 
take insurance, and when they 
fall sick, they end up with huge 
medical bills that they are not able 
to pay. they take loans and get into 
protracted financial problems. 
the illness may be cured but the 
financial burden robs them of joy. 
insurance policies may not cover 
all our medical needs. But let us 
cover what we can and the Lord 
will provide the rest.

paul writing to timothy said, 
“for physical training is of some 

value, but godliness has value for 
all things, holding promise for 
both the present life and the life 
to come” (1tim.4:8). Let us not 
minimise the value of physical 
training; let us be diligent in the 
stewardship of our body. it does 
make our living here a lot better.

walter M. Miller (not C.S. 
Lewis) said, “You don’t have a 
soul, you are a soul and you have 
a body.” the soul enters eternity, 
but the body will fall away. But 
as long as we have a body, let 
us care for it. Not as the world 
would have us believe, but as the 
Lord would have us do: eating 
healthy, exercising to keep fit, 
resting enough and providing for 
timely medical needs. our body 
is the temple of the holy Spirit. it 
deserves the best.
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it is always said that everyone 
makes a resolution just 
before the New Year and 

after a week into a New Year, for 
90% of them, everything is gone 
– the dedication, the efforts, the 
desires. why is it that humans 
always tend to let go of the 
resolution? Why is it difficult to 
maintain our resolutions? these 
questions have a single answer in 
most cases: procrastination.

the Bible says, “therefore, to 
one who knows the right thing to 
do and does not do it, to him it is 
sin” (Jas.4:17). we procrastinate 
due to reasons such as indecision, 
perfectionism, fear, anger and 
laziness. therefore, it is a deadly 
evil or a spell that can keep all of 
us from progressing in our lives. 
i believe that, the resolution that 
we need to take up or follow would 
be ‘removal of procrastination’.

Dave, along with his co-workers, 
was working laying the railway 
line for the american railroads. 
a mini train approached them on 
the alternate rail line. this train 
was unusually a cargo train, except 
for one coach which was clean 
and air-conditioned. Suddenly, it 
stopped and a man came up near 

RESOLUTIONS
We need to resolve against procrastination

ISSAC GABRIEL A. the door and shouted, “hey Dave, 
come on, get inside.” Dave went 
inside and there was loud noise 
of music and celebrations inside 
the coach. all the co-workers were 
astonished and waited anxiously 
for him to return. after some time, 
Dave came out. the man, from 
inside the train, came towards 
the door, waved his hand and the 
train started moving. Surprised, 
all the co-workers asked, “who 
is he?” Dave replied that he 
was Jim Murphy, the Chairman 
of american railroads. out of 
curiosity they asked him, “how 
come he knows you?” he replied, 
“ten years ago, we both started 
working for railroad together.” 
they were even more shocked 
and curious, and asked him, 
“how come, you are still working 
with us freshmen, whereas he is 
the Chairman today?” putting his 
head down, he sadly replied, “ten 
years ago, when Murphy and i 
started working, i came here for 
a dollar and 75 cents per hour, 
whereas Murphy came to work 
for the american railroad. this 
has made all the difference.” He 
continued in despair, “Since i came 
only for the money, this hard work 
and labour was my byproduct, 
whereas he came here only to 
do his work effectively without 
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procrastination, the excess money 
was his byproduct.”

Let us make a resolution that 
we will never procrastinate any of 
our work and live as examples to 
others, wherever we are, however 
we are in and whoever we are, in 
any situation.
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Dr evan o’Neil kane was 
the chief surgeon at kane 
Summit hospital in New 

York City. he was 60 years old 
and had been practising surgery 
for 37 years. he was especially 
interested in anaesthetics. You 
see, he practised back in the early 
part of the 20th century, when 
the only kind of anaesthetic used 
was general in nature—and it had 
its complications. patients were 
sometimes left paralysed and on 
occasions, they died. Convinced 
that a local anaesthetic would also 
suffice for certain operations, Dr 
Kane tried hard to find a patient 
willing to undergo surgery under 
a local anaesthetic, but to no avail 
(people are generally resistant to 
‘revolutionary’ changes). finally, 
he did discover a patient who was 
willing to help him experiment. 
the patient needed his appendix 
removed, so he was scheduled 
for surgery. it was february 
15, 1921, a tuesday morning. 
the patient was prepared and 
rolled into the operating room. 
kane had performed over 4000 

THE EXEMPLARY  
EXEMPLAR

Jesus wonderfully fulfilled both the commandments in His 
exemplary life.

SURESH MANOHARAN appendectomies. he performed 
the initial cut. he clamped the 
blood vessels on the way in, while 
he located the appendix. he then 
skilfully removed it as he had done 
many times before. through it all, 
the patient experienced minor 
pain, recuperated quickly and 
was released from the hospital 
two days later. 

Dr kane had proved his point. it 
was a milestone in medical history 
that a person could be operated 
on under local anaesthetic, 
while still awake. By the way, the 
patient was Dr kane himself! he 
had operated on himself to prove 
a point!

Long before Dr Kane personified 
‘first practise and then preach’ 
ideology, our Lord, the exemplary 
exemplar had embodied it 
(acts1:1- “Do and teach”) by 
going ‘the god-honouring ways’ 
Himself first, even while showing 
them. take for instance, his twin 
command of “Love god and love 
your neighbour as yourself,” on 
which hang all the law and the 
prophets (Matt.22:35-40). a 
careful scrutiny of his life would 
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reveal that all along he had been 
practising it himself.

our Saviour’s life can broadly 
be divided into three parts - 
preparation (at Nazareth), proc-
lamation (ministry by and large 
at Capernaum) and passion (in 
Jerusalem). 

Preparation

though not much is 
documented about this phase 
in our Lord’s life barring some 
details in the scrupulously-
penned Luke’s gospel (Lk.2:39-
52), the heavenly commendation 
during his baptism, “this is my 
beloved Son with whom i am well 
pleased” (Matt.3:17) would leave 
none in doubt that our Lord was 
indeed fleshing out these two 
commandments scrupulously 
during his ‘preparation’ days in 
Nazareth.

Proclamation

prayer is not about merely 
bringing a lengthy wish-list 
before our heavenly father but 
it’s more about enjoying a time 
of deep communion with our 
Creator, borne out of unalloyed 
love for him. when we examine 
the lives of some spiritual giants, 
like Martin Luther and george 
Mueller, we find that their 
priorities were well laid out. they 
would perfectly balance their 
prayer life with their onerous 

ministry responsibilities. the 
following quotes of these great 
men of faith bear out this truth.

“i have so much to do that i 
shall spend the first three hours 
in prayer” – Martin Luther.

“i live in the spirit of prayer. i 
pray as i walk about, when i lie 
down and when i rise up. and 
the answers are always coming” 
– george Mueller.

their inspiration? their Saviour 
himself, who with much to do in 
the span of 24 hours would begin 
the day (even before sunrise) with 
prayer – an expression of deep 
love for the father (Mk.1:35). in 
fact, Mark’s gospel is also called 
the ‘speed gospel’ for the author 
uses the word ‘immediately’ not 
less than 42 times to describe 
events in Jesus’ life, giving us an 
idea of Jesus’ busy ministry.

after prayer, when the needy 
(‘neighbours’ in Lk.10:25-38) 
would start flocking Him for 
various reasons, he would be 
readily available at hand to 
address their needs. Christ got 
his priorities right by exercising 
proper discipline. is your prayer 
life well-balanced with your 
ministry?

Passion 

Nowhere in the Scriptures is 
the Son’s love for the father, in 
the ‘passion phase’ of his life, 
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more clearly manifested than in 
these words of our Lord, spoken 
probably less than 12 hours before 
his ordeal on the cross, “i will no 
longer talk much with you, for the 
ruler of this world is coming. he 
has no claim on Me, but i do as the 
father has commanded Me, so 
that the world may know that i 
love the father” (Jn.14:30-31).

implicit  obedience to the  
father’s commandments is proof 
of one’s love for him (2Jn.1:6). 
Now let’s shift our focus to Cal-
vary. even as shouts of mock-
ery, “Come down from the 
cross, if You are the Son of god” 
(Matt.27:39,40) rent the air 
while Christ hung on the cross 
(Lk.23:35), our Lord consciously 
chose not to perform a ‘miracle’ 
of coming down from the cross 
which would not only shut the 
mouths of his enemies but would 
have guaranteed immediate re-
placement of the crown of thorns 
with that of gold (people on see-
ing this ‘miracle’ would have ac-
cepted him as ‘king’). So why did 
he continue to hang on the cross? 
to demonstrate his love for the 
father, of dying as a ransom for 
the sins of the world, as per the 
almighty’s will (was not Christ, a 
lamb slain before the foundation 
of the world-rev.13:8), and also 
to demonstrate his love for the 
‘neighbour’ (you and me) who 
needs redemption from sin. was 

not mankind (the neighbour, in 
this context) in a far worse con-
dition, spiritually speaking, than 
the Jew attacked and left for dead 
by the thieves in the parable 
(Lk.10:25-38)?

oh, how great is our precious 
Saviour! oh, how wonderfully he 
fulfilled both the commandments 
in all the three phases of his 
exemplary life!

it is said that unless the two 
blades of a pair of scissors 
are put to use, it would be 
inoperative. the same with the 
Christian’s life! Unless he obeys 
both the commandments of the 
New Testament, as exemplified 
by the Master, his life would 
be aimless (1Jn.2:6). how are 
we faring in obeying these two 
commandments, which have been 
labelled, quite rightly by Biblical 
scholars, as ‘conjoined twins’? we 
cannot obey one without obeying 
the other. 

Let’s  bank  fully  on the  indwelling 
holy Spirit who equips us from 
within with his rich resources to 
obey these two commandments 
(rom.5:5;eph.3:16).

Suresh Manoharan  
is associate-cum-youth   

pastor in Christian   
Fellowship Church,  

Hyderabad.
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we have been consid-
ering peter’s greatest 
failure and the im-

portance of not giving up. in pe-
ter’s case, we see that Jesus seeks 
to lift up peter immediately after 
his third denial. “the Lord turned 
and looked at peter. and peter re-
membered the word of the Lord, 
how he had told him, ‘Before a 
rooster crows today, you will deny 
Me three times.’ and he went out 
and wept bitterly” (Lk.22:61-62).

i love this line: The Lord turned 
and looked at Peter! it’s almost like 
time stands still. the romans stop 
beating Jesus. there is a pause in 
the shouting. in the middle of the 
worst night in history, Jesus, his 
face drenched with blood, looks 
up at peter.

and that’s how it should be 
even in the midst of our greatest 
failures. in the worst times of our 
lives, we need to see that Jesus 
still turns to look at us – with eyes 
full of compassion, even though it 
is evident to him and us that we 
have hurt him.

when we receive a word of 

THE MAKING OF PETER 
THE DISCIPLE – 12

Jesus relentlessly pursues disciples – Part 1

SANDEEP POONEN correction, do we see the eyes of 
Jesus, full of mercy? even though 
our sins cause him pain, he 
still looks at us with eyes full of 
mercy.

Jesus wants to tell us that he 
loves us. i am convinced that 
the greatest regret we will have, 
when our life is done, is about 
how often we missed the voice 
of god telling us how much he 
loves us. Even in the times of our 
greatest failures. with eyes full 
of love, he seeks to say, “Child, 
you’ve gone down the wrong path 
here. You’ve missed the mark and 
you’ve fallen. You’ve lost your 
first love – you’re lukewarm in 
your love. You have a name that 
you’re alive, but you’re dead.”

The Result Of A Look From 
Jesus

god helps the Christians who 
don’t see the Lord looking at 
them often – both in love and in 
correction! we can sing songs 
asking god to open our eyes to 
see him. we can sing that we 
want to see his glory. But how do 
we know we have seen him? Do 
we ever behold god in the beauty 
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of his holiness (psa.29:2), that 
the ugliness of our sins makes us 
weep bitterly?

from all i’ve read about the saints 
of god through the ages, every 
man or woman of god regularly 
saw afresh their own depravity 
within. and this is not because 
they kept falling back into gross 
external sins of adultery, murder 
or theft. No, these were saints 
who had a deep fear of god and 
sought to be increasingly faithful 
to god. But they still saw bad 
attitudes that suddenly arose in 
their hearts, or jealousy towards 
other Christians, or the coveting 
of their neighbour’s success, and 
so on. they knew that being guilty 
of one sin was the same as being 
guilty of all (Jas.2:10); so just one 
sinful attitude was bad enough. 
and even these sins of motive 
deeply bothered them, because 
it was a rejection of Jesus. they 
had a reverence for Jesus and the 
beauty of his holiness and they 
were disgusted by the sins that 
soiled that beauty.

and weeping bitterly is not 
about the physical tears. there 
is no virtue in weeping; what is 
needed is a deep remorse for 
one’s sins and an earnest desire 
to completely depart from them. 
it’s very possible that we can cry a 
river of tears one minute and then 
go back to committing the same 
sins later the very same day.

we also see this when peter 
preaches his first sermon on the 
day of pentecost. “Now when they 
heard this, they were pierced to 
the heart, and said to peter and 
the rest of the apostles, ‘Brethren, 
what shall we do?’ they were 
genuinely broken” (acts.2:37). 

Now being broken is very 
different from being condemned. 
we must be able to recognise 
the difference between 
condemnation and conviction. 
the devil condemns us of our 
sins, while the holy Spirit convicts 
us of our sins. Conviction and 
condemnation can have a lot of 
the same ‘feelings’. But one leads 
to life and the other to death. one 
is divine and the other devilish.

we can never enjoy the • 
father’s embrace, if we listen 
to the devil’s condemnation.
But we’ll live shallow and • 
superficial Christian lives, if 
we reject the conviction of 
the holy Spirit.

So how do we live under the 
conviction of the holy Spirit, and 
reject the condemning lies of the 
devil? By making sure we keep our 
hearts open to love. Let’s see what 
this looks like for those who fail 
god.
Peter Or Judas

as we think about peter’s 
recovery from that failure, it 
is good to compare him with 
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another disciple of Jesus who also 
failed. Judas had a very different 
end than peter. what made the 
difference between the two of 
them? was it the magnitude of 
their failure? No! was it that 
Judas was pre-destined to life in 
hell and peter was pre-destined 
to life in heaven? Never, even we 
who are evil would never create a 
soul in love and then plan for it to 
suffer for all eternity.

So what was the difference? In 
Matthew 27:3-5, we read about 
Judas’s end: “then when Judas, 
who had betrayed him, saw that 
he had been condemned, he 
felt remorse and returned the 
thirty pieces of silver to the chief 
priests and elders, saying, ‘i have 
sinned by betraying innocent 
blood.’ But they said, ‘what is that 
to us? See to that yourself!’ and he 
threw the pieces of silver into the 
temple sanctuary and departed; 
and he went away and hanged 
himself.”

right up until that last phrase (he 
went away and hanged himself), 
Judas’s actions actually sound 
rather good. he shows remorse 
and he returns the money given to 
betray Jesus. But then, he isolates 
himself. and that is when, the 
devil came with his usual tactic of 
discouragement, and convinced 
Judas to end his life.

Could Judas have had a different 
story? absolutely! No person 

is beyond the reach of god’s 
love. Not even Judas. You would 
think that peter denying Jesus 
three times was too evil a sin to 
commit. But peter was able to 
find redemption.

here is one simple, but critical 
difference, between Peter and 
Jesus: peter returned to be with 
his fellow disciples. Judas isolated 
himself. peter might well have felt 
equally bad as Judas did. he felt 
so bad that we don’t see him at 
the cross of Christ. But he didn’t 
stay in isolation. he returned to 
be with the other disciples.

Because of that, he was there 
when the women came back from 
the empty tomb with a message 
specifically for Peter (Mk.16:7). 
and he was with the disciples 
when Jesus appeared to them and 
showed them his wounds. and 
when peter returns to his job of 
being a fisherman in John 21, he 
is with the other disciples.

this willingness to remain in 
fellowship is something that we 
all probably know is very difficult 
to do in times of failure. there is a 
strong urge to retreat and hide in 
shame when we have failed god. 
we can claim that we do not want 
to be hypocrites, so we do not want 
to come to church and pretend 
to be holy. But coming to church 
does not mean that you are holy; 
coming to church means that you 
are needy. and staying at home is 
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saying that you are not needy. if 
we see that this is the reality of 
what we are saying when we stay 
away from fellowship with other 
believers, then we will hate this 
desire to isolate. i am convinced 
that the temptation to isolate 
oneself away from fellowship 
with other believers is one of the 

devil’s greatest deceptions. we as 
Christians must fight against it 
with all our hearts.

Sandeep Poonen  
works in the IT cybersecurity 

industry. He is also an 
elder at New Covenant 

Christian Fellowship Church, 
California.

WE COUNT ON YOUR PRAYERS!

as we at Light of Life seek to fulfil this ministry for the 
edification of our readers, we seek your prayers for God’s  
anointing, blessings, provisions and guidance. thank you.
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FORSAKEN

J. FREDRIC DAWSON

They have forsaken Me, the spring of living water, 
Eternal source for ever quenching their thirst, 

They knew it, experienced it and yet they forsook it 
And chose to hold on to broken cisterns holding no water

God chose Israel to be a treasured possession so dear, 
Redeemed them from Egypt by miraculous signs without money, 

Settled them in the chosen land flowing with milk and honey, 
And yet they forsook Him, the spring of living water.

They have exchanged God’s glory for idols so worthless, 
They had as many false gods as they had towns. 

Surely God’s punishment came from sources not unknown, 
Jerusalem lay in heaps and Judah became useless.

Do not hold on to broken cisterns of the world in this life, 
The riches, the power, the position, the ego that it gives, 

They pass away, like the mist that appears for a while and goes, 
Hold on to Jesus your Saviour, the only source of eternal life.

SITUATION REQUIRED

A born again Christian, highly qualified, well experienced 
Central Board male principal (middle-aged) intends 
relocating shortly - anywhere in india- Senior position only. 
interested employers are requested to contact:

7760231316, 9686674522 between 7.00 p.m. and 8.00 p.m. 
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Book of Ecclesiastes 
New International version (IBS) or Zondervan

Crossword 49

Send in your answers with Bible references by e-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, 
to reach Light of Life, post Box 4576, 21-YMCa road, Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400008, not 
later than May 5, 2018. please indicate your name, address and Light of Life Subscription 
Number while sending the answers. 

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16

17 18

19

Clues Across:

1.  the writer saw that all labour and ………… 
spring from man’s envy of his neighbour. 
(ch     vs)

7.  “Do not revile the king even in your 
thoughts or …… the rich in the bed room.” 
(ch     vs     )  

9.  the writer pondered and searched 
out and set in ……… many proverbs.  
(ch      vs     )

10. “for youth and vigour are ………………. .” 
(ch       vs      )

12. the writer saw that all who ……. 
and walked under the sun followed 
the youth, the king’s successor.  
(ch       vs       ) 

14. “what does a man ….. for all the 
toil and anxious striving with 
which he labours under the sun?”  
(ch       vs      )

17.  “…… your seed in the morning and at 
the evening, let not your hands be idle.”  
(ch      vs    )

18.  “And what benefit are they (goods) to the 

owner except to …….. his eyes on them? 
(ch      vs    )

19. the writer looked and saw all the …………. 
that was taking place under the sun.  
(ch           vs      )

Clues Down:

1. the writer asks a question “what does 
pleasure …………?” (ch      vs      )

2. “the man who pleases god will escape 
…., but the sinner, she will ensnare.”  
(ch      vs     ) 

3. “the ….. never has enough of seeing, 
nor the ear its fill of hearing.”  
(ch          vs      )

4. “whoever loves money never has 
money ……..; whoever loves wealth 
is never satisfied with his income.”  
(ch                  vs       )

5. “of making many books, there is no …. , 
and much study wearies the body. (ch      
vs       )

6. “the wind blows to the south and 
…….. to the north; round and round 
it goes, ever returning on its course.”  
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Answers to Crossword 47 (Proverbs 1-15)  
Clues across: Clues down:

1. disciplined (1:3)     1. discernment (3:21)

6. Strangers (5:17)    2. stretched (1:24) 
8. eat (4:17)   3. ignore (8:33) 
9. enter (2:10) 4. lie (12:6)
10. lot (6:33) 5. death (14:12)
13. Best (5:9) 7. set (4:14)

15. Meet (7:10) 11. One (13:7) 
18. Prudent (14:8) 12. It (10:29)
19. trustworthy (13:17) 14. sweet (9:17)

16. or (2:19)
17. Stay (7:11)

CROSSWORD 47 WINNERS

1 Error
ratna prabhu, ahmedabad, guj.

(ch      vs       ) 
8. “even as he walks along the road, the 

fools lacks …… and shows everyone how 
stupid is he.” (ch       vs      )

11. “give portions to seven and yes to ……. , 
for you do not know what disaster may 
come upon the land.” (ch       vs      )

13. “when you make a ….. to god, do not 
delay in fulfilling it.” (ch      vs      )

15. the writer knows that everything god 
does will endure for ever; nothing can 
be added or nothing can be ……. from it.  
(ch       vs      )

16. “all his (man’s) ……. his work is pain and 
grief; even at night his mind does not rest. 
this too is meaningless.” (ch      vs       )

18. “i became greater by … than anyone in 
Jerusalem before me.” (ch     vs      )  
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i am aurelia, 29 years, and i 
have a Borderline person-
ality Disorder, chronic and 

complex ptSD, addiction, anxiety 
disorders and many more men-
tal issues. Because of my mental 
problems i asked for euthanasia 
and on December 6 i heard my 
wish was granted. My euthanasia 
is planned for January 26, 2018. 
final release! My hobbies are 
reading, writing, knitting, cro-
chet, pixelhobby, languages and 
tv-series. i also spend my time 
fighting for euthanasia for men-
tally ill patients and euthanasia 
around the world. this is because 
i know i am lucky ....living in the 
Netherlands. i think everyone 
should have the chances i have.”

that was from aurelia’s blog 
which was written after her 
request for euthanasia was 
granted. in the Netherlands 9% 
of the requests for euthanasia 
are granted and 4.5% of deaths 
annually are by euthanasia – 
which amounts to around 5000 

WORD AND 
THE WORLD

TAKE MY LIFE AND  
LET IT BE…

CYRIL GEORGESON

W
OR

D AND THE WORLD

deaths every year. the state 
legalised euthanasia and assisted 
suicide in 2002, becoming the 
first country in the world to do 
so.

in the US, oregon became the 
first state to permit assisted 
suicide for terminally ill patients. 
The law took effect in 1997, and 
allows for terminally ill, mentally 
competent patients with less 
than six months to live to request 
a prescription for life-ending 
medication. though euthanasia is 
illegal in the US, assisted suicide 
for the terminally ill is now 
permitted in some states of the 
US.

Slippery Slope

Belgium also passed a similar 
law in 2002 becoming the second 
country to do so. here again it is 
permitted only when the decision 
is made freely and the petitioner 
is suffering from intractable and 
unbearable pain. in 2017 Belgium 
became the first country to permit 
euthanasia for children. though 
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this is accompanied by conditions 
like them being conscious of their 
decision, terminally ill, close to 
death and have the assent of their 
parents.

as, we can see what began as a 
case of assisted suicide for those 
who are above a certain age, 
terminally ill and in much pain, 
the boundary conditions started 
moving. Now, children are also 
permitted, as also was 29 year 
old aurelia who said she had 
demons in her head and suffered 
from a mental illness. her request 
for euthanasia was based on this. 
But, is not her mental health also 
the very reason she should not 
have been allowed to choose 
death?

in a startling case, a Dutch doc-
tor drugged an 80 year old’s 
coffee and her family held her 
down as he then administered 
a lethal injection. this report 
caused shock and consternation 
across the world. though she 
was not mentally competent to 
make the decision a review panel 
cleared the decision. the doctor 
was presumed to have acted in 
‘good faith’ in the words of the 
chairman of the review commit-
tee. But the question that needs 
to be asked is: “in whose interest 
was this ‘good faith’? that of the 
victim or others?”

Next Door

recently ‘Mumbai Mirror’ 
reported an elderly couple 
in Mumbai who wrote to the 
president of india asking him 
to grant them the permission to 
euthanise themselves. they are 
87 and 78 years old and say that 
they have nothing more to offer 
to society. the lady was a school 
principal while her husband was 
with the state transport. “it is 
about being sensible,” he said. 
“Both of us are in a reasonably 
good health, we don’t have any 
major ailment, but we are not 
wearing belts of immortality. why 
should we wait for our condition 
to deteriorate? also, what will the 
other do when one dies?” they 
have no children because they 
considered it to be a ‘social crime’ 
to add to the world’s population

one of his arguments is, “our 
society is not averse to the idea 
of death as it allows medical 
termination of pregnancy and 
contraceptive pills. hence, our 
plea to choose the time and 
manner of our death should be 
granted.”

Beginning And The End

it is interesting to note his 
argument; if we are prepared as 
a society to allow the life of an 
unborn child to be taken, it is fair 
enough to allow life to be taken at 
the sunset years. in other words, 
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if abortion is ok then euthanasia 
should logically follow. in fact, 
the argument is more in favour of 
euthanasia – we have (hopefully) 
the consent of the one whose 
life is being taken when (s)he is 
of sound mind; which is not the 
case with abortion. the unborn 
child has no say in the matter and 
is conveniently considered to be 
a mass of tissue only – a ‘body’ at 
best.

euthanasia has already moved 
in the direction of those with 
mental disabilities, as in the case 
of aurelia. it is only a question 
of time when the argument will 
be extended to those who are 
differently abled and we end up 
with eugenics. with eugenics, 
we can work towards creating 
the ideal race by encouraging 
those with a better quality of 
genes while discouraging those 
who seem to be wanting in any 
manner whatsoever. it may seem 
like we are being pessimistic on 
this, but the evidence shows that 
we have indeed moved in a very 
predictable manner in regard 
to the taking of life – beginning 
with abortion and now with 
euthanasia, including those with 
no terminal illness.

the role of the medical 
profession has traditionally 
been to save life, but with all this 
happening we are changing the 

fundamental way the medical 
fraternity works. are we willing 
to also allow doctors to be the 
ones who deal out death?

Worldview

Most of these choices have to 
do with the prevailing worldview 
in society. if the dominant 
worldview is that we are here by 
chance, with no specific purpose 
and no clarity on our destiny, it 
does not matter when or how 
we die. there is also no question 
of giving an unborn child an 
opportunity to live since this is 
contingent on the convenience of 
the parents.

But when we recognize that 
children are a gift from god 
we will take this as a solemn 
responsibility to protect even 
the unborn child. we clearly 
understand from his word that 
god knows us right when we are 
in the mother’s womb, and has a 
specific purpose for each of us. 
the Bible also tells us that all our 
days have been numbered by the 
Lord – so, we have no right to take 
our own life either by suicide or 
euthanasia.

Cyril Georgeson  
serves with InterServe 

and resides in Mumbai.
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NOTES ALONG 
THE JOURNEY

WORLD VIEW
OBY CHERIAN

Believe in the Lord Jesus, 
and you will be saved” 
(acts.16:31).

there is a poem i wrote many 
years ago. i would like to share it 
with you. 

what you believe makes a 
difference.

if we believe we are products of 
chance, 

where is the place for beauty or 
charity?

if we believe our genes hold the 
key 

why love and why forgive
If it’s only the fittest that 

survives?
forgiveness, beauty and love. 

what’s the use for these?
if i believe this world is all there 

is to go by 
i would live to suit my whims, 

for tomorrow – we die.
why believe it’s worthwhile, to 

listen to your heart
trust another, be kind and true.
what you believe makes a 

difference.

i believe we are made in the 
image of god

and not just apes evolved and 
so grand,

faith is what gives meaning and 
sense

to this often senseless world 
around

Believing made the difference 
for me.

Believing that truth will 
triumph

and lies will all be gone one 
day.

that one should love me enough 
to die for me.

Yes what you believe makes a 
difference

whom you believe matters even 
more,

Believing Jesus made the 
difference for me.

the english phrase ‘world-view’ 
comes from the german word 
weltanschauung and it means 
– “a comprehensive conception 
or image of the universe and of 
humanity’s relation to it.”

As finite human beings we 
don’t know everything and so 
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our concepts are shaped by 
beliefs usually passed on from 
one generation to the next. But 
far from being just a concept, it 
determines how we live, how we 
think, how we vote, how we spent 
our time and money. Little is left 
out of its influence. 

Dr ravi Zechariahs says any 
person’s ‘world view’ would 
depend on their answer to these 
four fundamental questions.

where do i come from? – 
origin

what is the meaning of life? – 
Meaning

where do i get my morals from? 
– Morals

what happens after i die? – 
Destiny

i have only one answer to all 
these questions. the answer is 
a single name and the name is 
Jesus.

Origin

i am here because Jesus sent 
me. 

“as My father hath sent Me, 
even so send i you” (Jn.20:21). – 
Jesus my origin.

Meaning

i have meaning and purpose 
because i am his workmanship. 
and he has works that i must do.

for we are god’s masterpiece. 
he has created us anew in Christ 
Jesus, so we can do the good 
things he planned for us long ago 
(eph.2:10) – Jesus my meaning.

Morals

i am morally bankrupt.
“Jesus became for us the wisdom 

from god, our righteousness” 
(1Cor.1:30). Jesus is my 
righteousness.

Destiny

as the old song goes. “the world 
is not our home, we are just a 
passing through.”

“and so we will be with the Lord 
forever” (1thes.4:17). Jesus my 
destiny.

Down through the centuries 
the beliefs that earthly leaders 
have held have made a difference. 
these have changed the destiny 
of peoples and nations.

what is our ‘world view’ and 
does it make a difference?

“for this reason god sends them 
a powerful delusion, leading them 
to believe lies” (2thes.2:11).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a consultant urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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Don’t Waste Their Mistakes... Learn From Them

THE DISCONTENTED REBEL

CHARACTER 
STUDY

 VIJAY THANGIAH

CHARACTER:  
KORAH

MEANING:   
Baldness, ice, frost. 

PRONUNCIATION: 
ko’-ra 

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Num.16:1-35

BACKGROUND 

Korah was the son of Izhar and a first cousin of 
Moses and aaron (exo.6:21). he was equal in rank with 
Aaron within the tribe of Levi. He was an influential, 

well known religious leader in his tribe. korah’s position as leader 
in this rebellion was evidently the result of his personal character, 
which was that of a bold, haughty and ambitious man. 

MAIN LESSONS

1. Korah was a dissatisfied person.

he is a kohathite, from the tribe of Levi. he was a 
cousin of Moses and aaron (izhar and amram were 

brothers). Although he was a Levite, he was not satisfied with his 
position or responsibility (the kohathites were responsible for 
transporting the elements of the sanctuary). he wanted to be a 
priest, maybe even high priest.
his unwillingness to accept his role was the seed of ultimate 
rebellion. He was dissatisfied with what God had chosen. Korah was 
not content with what the Lord had called him to do in serving with 
the other Levites of the family of kohath. he accused Moses of pride 
and exclusionary leadership.
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2. Korah used his influence to get others to rise up against the 
leadership of Moses.

It is significant that Korah brought this accusation publicly, in front 
of two hundred and fifty leaders of the congregation ... men of 
renown. Men like korah are always playing to an audience, always 
trying to draw a following after themselves.
Dathan and abiram and on were reubenites. their ancestor, reuben, 
the first-born of Jacob, had been disposed as the first among the 
tribes (replaced by god’s choice of Judah). they shared in this spirit 
of dissatisfaction, and were easily persuaded by korah to join in.
it is not those at the bottom of the heap who rebel against god’s 
order but those who are close to the top and who think they ought 
themselves to be at the top.
the Bible tells us in James 3:14-16, “But if you have bitter envy and 
self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth. 
this wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, 
and demonic. for where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and 
every evil thing are there.”
the rebels were not a disorganised mob venting riotous indignation. 
they were well-organised leaders who were, humanly speaking, 
qualified to run the nation.
3. Korah used skilful language to present his case to Moses and 
Aaron.

korah’s complaint centred on the exclusiveness of holiness to the 
priesthood. he said, “everyone is holy before god. god is among all 
of us, not just you.” Moses was discounted by an appeal to fairness 
and democratic equality. this has great appeal. it is what seems right 
to us. we naturally believe that we are both capable and responsible 
for directing our own lives.
their argument here is a classic case of a false conclusion constructed 
on a true premise.
a divisive, contentious person will never claim to be divisive and 
contentious – they always consider their work a noble cause. 
therefore, Christians need some discernment and to look at what 
others do, not only at what they say.
“You take too much upon yourselves, for all the congregation is holy, 
every one of them, and the Lord is among them:” this was a clever 
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attack. korah acted as if he is represented the people and fought 
for their interests. the truth was that he desired a following and a 
position for himself.
rebels and divisive persons have always used such words for their 
cause.
4. Korah wanted to take over the position as High Priest.

korah accused Moses (and aaron) of pride and self-seeking. the 
truth was that Moses had not aspired to his position, but that god 
had indeed called him, and Moses did not in fact see himself as 
above the congregation.
while declaring all israelites equally sacred before the Lord, what 
he really wanted was access for himself to the group that would 
be above the rest, the priesthood (16:10). Likewise, the reubenites 
held a privileged place in the israelite community; yet that was not 
enough for them. it still rankled them that their premier place as 
firstborn of Jacob’s sons had been stripped away because of Reuben’s 
sins. the rebels wanted a society in which everyone was equal, with 
some people (themselves) being ‘more equal’ than others.
we must remember that those who desire most intensely the ability 
to wield power are also the most likely not to wield it well. this 
can also be true in the church. Some people aspire to positions of 
authority in order to lord it over others, not so that they can serve 
others.
5. Korah was punished for his rebellion.
“the earth opened its mouth” – the imagery here is vivid. the earth, 
as his representative, is speaking for god. if they will not listen to 
Moses, they will listen to the earth – both are servants of god. the 
rebels have opened their mouths against the Lord and sought a 
higher place, but now the earth opens its mouth to gulp them down 
to a lower place.
Moses, in response to god’s command calls the people to get away 
from the tents of the leaders of the rebellion (korah, Dathan, and 
abiram). the same attitude should be among god’s people today. 
we should stay away from divisive, argumentative, contentious 
people in the body of Christ.
remember a divisive, contentious person will never claim to be 
divisive and contentious – they always consider their work a noble 
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After two days of just lying 
there in pain, some workers 
found her and put her on a 
makeshift cot and loaded her 
into their jeep and drove 150 
miles over deep rutted roads 
to find a doctor who could 
set the broken bones. But the 
very bumpy ride damaged 
her bones so badly that her 
hip never completely healed. 
He says, “I visited my mother 
in her mud-covered hut 
several weeks after all of this 
happened. I watched as she 
took two bamboo crutches 
that she had made herself, 
and moved from one place 
to another with her feet just 
dragging behind because 
she had lost all feeling in 
them.” He says, “At age 75, 
with a broken hip, unable 
to stand on her own two 
legs, I thought that I made a 
pretty intelligent suggestion. 
I suggested that she retire.” 
He says, “She turned around 
and looked at me and said, 
‘What value is that? If we try 
to preserve this body just a 
few more years and it is not 
being used for God, of what 
value is that?’ So she kept on 
working. She kept on riding 
her donkey to villages until 
she was 93 years old... And 
she continued to tell people 
about Jesus Christ until she 
died at age 95.”

5. Caleb experienced what God 
had promised!

 He climbed the mountains 
and he defeated the giants 
– he claimed his possession. 
The name of the place Caleb 
inherited used to be called 
Kirjatharba (city of the four 
giants). Now it was named 
Hebron (seat of association 
or fellowship). Caleb refused 
to quit until he had obtained 
everything the Lord had for 
him! He refused to stop until 
he had obtained that place of 
fellowship with God.

 Where are you in your 
personal walk with the 
Lord? Have you entered into 
your victory, or are you still 
wandering around in the 
wilderness struggling day 
to day? God has a place of 
peace and power for you, but 
you must be willing to claim 
your possession. It isn’t for 
the faint-hearted, but it is for 
the faith-hearted. 

 Half-hearted Christians are 
faint-hearted Christians, and 
they never learn to conquer 
the giants in their lives.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.

cause. therefore Christians need some discernment and to look at 
what others do, not only at what they say.
Let us respect god’s choices and learn the lessons of rebellion.

PRAYER 

Dear Lord, help me never to rebel against the leadership 
that You have placed in the church. help me not to rebel 
against You. amen.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. the spirit of korah will bring destruction to 
individuals, families, businesses, and churches. how 
can we be careful of how we let people affect us?

2.  how can we seek god for a gift of discerning of spirits?

APPLICATION QUESTIONS

1. korah inspired even the leaders who should 
have been the ‘watchmen’. ask yourself if you are 
easily swayed by influential people.

2.  have you been blaming your former church, 
pastor, or leaders for your problem?

3. are you jealous of the positions others have in your church or 
organisation?

MEMORY VERSE

rom.16:17 “watch out for those who cause 
divisions and put obstacles in your way that are 
contrary to the teaching you have learned. keep 
away from them” (Niv).

3. How can we mark those who cause division as we find in 
romans 16:17, “Now i urge you, brethren, note those who 
cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which 
you learned, and avoid them”?
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A to Z of Parenting 
author: Beulah wood 
publisher: SaiaCS press, Bangalore 
[also available from oM in tamil,  
telugu, Malayalam and hindi]

Parenting is a blessing, and a responsibility. 
Its impact reaches far beyond our families, 
and our lives. Children brought-up well by 
godly parents prove to be blessings to the 
society.

In her book ‘A to Z of Parenting’, Dr Beulah 
Wood states that our focus in parenting is 
training, and not obedience or punishment. 
She describes how different kinds of 
parenting styles shape the character of a 
child, and shows ways to coach the growing 
children towards right decision-making. She 
deals with a variety of issues parents face – beginning from toddler 
tantrums to sibling rivalry, up to the teenagers’ independence 
requirements, and the long stretch in-between. How does one 
raise children in an atmosphere of love and discipline in the right 
balance? How do we get children to cooperate along with their 
parents? For many such difficult questions that we as parents have 
today, Dr Wood gives wise and experienced yet concise answers. I 
have learnt many down-to-earth ways of being firm and showing 
love at the same time.

Written with a clear understanding of the Bible as well as the 
Indian context, A-Z of Parenting will be a useful tool for every parent 
who desires to raise godly and happy children and excellent as a gift 
for other parents too. 

Reviewed by: Preeti Khristmukti, a UESI Staff, Nagpur
LIGHT OF LIFE 28 JULY 2015 LIGHT OF LIFE 29 JULY 2015LIGHT OF LIFE 28 JULY 2015 LIGHT OF LIFE 29 JULY 2015

THE TWO SHALL BE ONE
Richard Masih
Published by Gospel Literature Service, Udyog 
Bhavan, 250-D, Worli, Mumbai 400 030, India. Tel. 
(022)24930116 / 66627243.The M.R.P of this book is 
Rs.150/- and is available with all leading Christian 
bookstores in the country.  

Reviewed by
Rev. Dr. J. N. Manokaran, South Asia Regional 
Director, Community Bible Study International, 
Chennai, India. (jnmanokaran@yahoo.com).

Family is the very first institution created by God for 
mankind. However, God’s perfect idea regarding marriage 
is, sadly, being re-defined by parliaments, governments and 
the media. These institutions are primarily established by 
humans, and they do not have the authority to reinterpret an 
institution founded by God. 

Today’s young generation, known as the Google Generation, 
the Digital Generation or the Modern Generation, do not 
understand Family as a sacred institution or Marriage to be 
a holy covenant. This peculiar way of thinking, or ‘popular 
culture’, is sweeping the world at large and, in particular, the 
young Christians.

Richard Masih, with his in-depth knowledge of Scripture, 
analytical understanding of the Indian society and his profuse 
experience, has written this timely, relevant and contextual 
book. His counsel, like that of a wise sage, is based on the 
Holy Bible. Surely, his suggestions would help young people 
to navigate the complicated, hierarchical and caste-ridden 
societal problems. He has skilfully presented various case 
studies to emphasise and imprint Biblical truths in the minds 
of the readers.

The author’s style of writing is simple, easy to read and 
understand. It is a book that we can go back to, time and 
again, for clarification. This book does not only counsel, 

A Useful Tool For Every Parent
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News

Extremists Try To Burn Man 
With Body Of Wife

(MSN): pastor Jeewer Joeswa 
wasn’t sure what to think when 
a massive, chanting hindu throng 
in northern india brought the 
corpse of a Christian woman 
to his church site – then set the 
building on fire. Seema Devi had 
put her faith in Christ several 
months before, after the pastor 
had offered up healing prayer for 
her. Joeswa was surrounded by 
a hindu mob administering last 
rites and burning her body on 
church premises in Sehal village, 
in Jammu and kashmir.

a mob of about 1000 men 
and women shouting, “Jai Sri 
ram” brought Seema’s body to 
the church, alleging Joeswa had 
prayed for Devi and so was re-
sponsible for her death. her hus-
band, rinku kumar, was kept in 
police custody for his own secu-
rity after the mob tried to burn 
him alive alongside his deceased 
wife.

Attack On Indian Christian 
Schools

(UCAN): hindu hardliners have 
stepped up intimidation of 
Christian educational institutions 

in india. in one recent case, sheer 
numbers were used to break 
through a security cordon with the 
aim of performing a nationalistic 
ritual. the armed police guarded 
St. Mary’s College in vidisha of 
Madhya pradesh state in central 
india. Some 800 young hindu 
men entered the campus, some by 
scaling walls, but police managed 
to stop them performing a 
purportedly patriotic ritual in 
front of students.

BJP Offers To Send Christians 
To Jerusalem

(TOI): Just about a month after 
cancelling government subsidised 
Haj pilgrimages, the BJP is offering 
Christians free trips to Jerusalem 
if elected to power in Nagaland.

The BJP’s offer came in the run-
up to elections in three north-
eastern states – Meghalaya, Na-
galand and tripura. in Meghalaya, 
almost 75 percent of the popula-
tion is Christian and in Nagaland, 
88 percent.

Christian University In Kerala

(Mathrubhumi): the rSS has 
raised objection to a proposal put 
forth by the National Commis-
sion for Minorities to establish a 
Christian University with head-
quarters in kerala. the state unit 
of the rSS has hinted that they 
may intervene at national level if 
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the Commission goes ahead with 
its proposal. they are of the opin-
ion that there is no need for a uni-
versity with a religious tag, either 
in kerala or in india.

Choose Between Trishul And 
Cross

(News 18): Nagaland’s biggest 
church organisation, the 
Nagaland Baptist Church Council 
(NBCC), has asked believers to 
choose between ‘trishul’ and 
‘Cross’. the church organisation 
asked believers to not surrender 
Christian principles and faith for 
the sake of money, development 
into the hands of those who 
seek to “pierce the heart of Jesus 
Christ.”

Government Admits Rise In 
Hate Crime

(UCAN): india’s pro-hindu gov-
ernment has presented detailed 
data in parliament showing a 
surge in religion-based violence 
since it came to power four years 
ago. The statistics confirm a long-
standing allegation by rights 
groups that the situation is wors-
ening. in 2017, 111 persons were 
killed and at least 2384 injured in 
822 cases of sectarian violence, 
the highest figure in the past 
three years. in 2016, 86 persons 
were killed and 2321 injured in 
703 incidents of religion-based 
violence.

parliament was told that the 
highest number of sectarian in-
cidents was reported in india’s 
most populous state, Uttar 
pradesh, which has 200 million 
people, some 40 million of them 
Muslims. the state, where the BJp 
swept to power in last year’s pro-
vincial elections, witnessed 195 
incidents of religion-based vio-
lence in 2017, claiming 44 lives 
and injuring 452 people.

Iran Spending Millions To 
Stifle Christian Population

(Cp): the government of iran 
is so concerned about the rising 
Christian population that it has 
spent millions of dollars cracking 
down on Christian converts, 
including threatening believers 
with prison and death. But that 
has not stopped Christianity’s 
growth, a ministry said. Christian 
materials and books are also being 
routinely confiscated. Publishing 
Christian materials and even 
worshiping Jesus is resulting in 
“imprisonment, and more likely, 
death.” 

Christians Protest Burning Of 
Bible

(THI): representatives of Christian 
Minorities welfare association 
(CMwa) condemned the burning 
of the holy Bible by unknown 
miscreants at Nagarkurnool, in 
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khammam. the members of the 
association took out a peace rally 
in protest against the burning of 
Bible.

Catholic Church Urges ‘Fully 
Indian, Fully Christian’

(PR): inaugurating the plenary 
assembly of the Conference of 
Catholic Bishops of india of the 
Latin Church, in Bangalore, Car-
dinal gracias exhorted the Bish-
ops in india to urge the faithful 
to become fully indian and fully 
Christian. he said: “the Catho-
lic Church needs our nation and 
india needs the church. we will 
be discussing our role as indian 
Christians and asking our people 
to become better indian Chris-
tians. this is the call of today to 
be fully indian fully Christian.”

Chinese Christians Detained 
In Re-education Camps

(GCN): over 100 Christians in 
China’s northwest province of 
Xinjiang have been indefinitely 
detained in overcrowded ‘re-edu-
cation’ camps, where they are sub-
ject to ‘brainwashing’ on commu-
nism. Detentions in these camps 
– also known as ‘mind-transfor-
mation centres’ – have increased.

human rights watch (hrw) 
reports that authorities claim 
the detainees have ‘extremist’ or 
‘politically incorrect’ views, such 

as excessive praying or accessing 
banned websites.

Anti-Christian Hate Crimes In 
Germany

(GCN): German police recorded 
97 hate crimes against Christians 
in 2017, fourteen of which were 
‘violent anti-Christian crimes’ 
among asylum seekers and 
refugees. Many Christian refugees 
repeatedly asked for separate 
accommodation, after there was 
more and more violence against 
them from Muslim refugees. But 
the (german) authorities and 
government apparently did not 
react.

Indian State’s Data Debunks 
Myth About Christian 
Conversions

(UCAN): people converting to 
Christianity remains nearly 
equal to the number of Christians 
leaving the religion in india’s 
western Maharashtra state, says 
government figures which negates 
claims that missionaries attract 
thousands to Christianity. in the 
past 43 months, 1683 people have 
opted to change their religion 
in the state, said official figures. 
they include 1166 hindus, 263 
Muslims, 165 Christians, 53 
Buddhists, 16 Sikhs, nine Jains, 
four Neo-Buddhists and 11 
others. of these 165 Christians, 
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100 became hindus, 47 took 
up islam, 11 became Buddhists, 
five adopted Jainism and two 
became followers of Sikhism. 
in contrast, during the same 

period only 173 people joined 
to become Christians. while 138 
hindus joined Christian religion, 
21 came from islam and 14 from 
Buddhism and Jainism.
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Moravian Institute ...................................66
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Precious Children Foundation ..................54
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Raj Academy - (CBSE) ............................65

Sameeksha Vidyapeet .............................38

South India Biblical Seminary ..................26
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TENT .......................................................64
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HEAVEN'S CULTURE

WORSHIP
SCHOOL OF

1-21
MAY 2018

The HEAVEN'S CULTURE SCHOOL OF WORSHIP 
is run for both ADULTS & KIDS under the leadership of 
anointed and gifted people. Alongside, there are many 
other guest keynote speakers and instructors who will 
help cultivate God's dream in you.

  The curriculum consists of 3 modules:
1. HEART & LIFESTYLE: Bible teachings about worship.
2. MUSIC & CREATIVE ARTS: hands-on instrument 
training in the specific area of your gifting.
3. MEDIA & TECHNOLOGY: clinical workshops.

AGE REQUIREMENTS:
ADULTS: Above 15 years
KIDS: 8 - 14 years

MEDIUM OF INSTRUCTION:
English & Telugu

CLASSES & ACCOMMODATION:
Classes are held in an air-conditioned 
environment. Accommodation provided 
for out-station students (boys & girls sep-
arately) in a safe and godly environment.

CLOSE OF ADMISSION: 15/04/2018

ALLEN GANTA
Hyderabad

RUFUS GANTA
Hyderabad

DANNY MODI
Singapore

RAJKUMAR.Y
Rajahmundry

SUJATHA ROY
Vijayawada

LYSION VIERA
Brazil

DANIEL KIRAN
Bangalore

For complete details / fee schedule / admission contact : HEAVEN'S CULTURE SCHOOL OF WORSHIP
Upstairs South Indian Bank, Gunadala, VIJAYAWADA, AMARAVATHI - ANDHRA PRADESH.

Phones: 0 916 055 7077 | 0 916 099 7077  e-mail:heavensculture@gmail.com
Web: www.hcsow.org |                /heavensculture
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