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and in Him there is no 
darkness at all

 (1 John 1:5).
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Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 
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Truths Of God’s Word

the articles in the february 
2017 issue are thought-

provoking. 

the editorial, entitled The Will Of 
God, is a powerful discussion based 
on the word of god.

george John, in his article Being 
Rich Towards God, brings out the 
virtues that the followers of Jesus 
Christ need to demonstrate in the 
area of money and material wealth.

i agree with Zac poonen that there 
must be a tremendous longing in us 
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for the milk of the word of god (The 

Bible Is The Word of God) so that we 
grow spiritually and develop Christ-
like attitude.

Kudos to all the authors for their 
efforts in explaining the wonderful 
truths of god’s word.

P. D. Arthur Prasad,  
Mysore, Karnataka.

Spiritual Blessing

the Light of Life magazine has 
been a source of great spiritual 

blessings to me personally and a great 
deal more to my wife who is religiously 
devoted to it. even the Crossword 
puzzle is a blessing, and my wife has 
been, if i may use the word in a good 
sense, ‘addicted’ to it!

H. D. and B. B. Ropmay,  
Shillong, Meghalaya.
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Editorial

LIES, DECEIT, GUILE

We would have noticed 
that even children 
of godly parents 

begin to tell lies very early in life 
when they get into embarrassing 
situations. they do it usually 
to save themselves from the 
consequence of some wrongdoing 
or to avoid some embarrassment. 
this shows us a glimpse of the 
fallen, sinful nature we are all 
born with (psa.51:5). Jesus called 
people who had not entered the 
kingdom of god as children of the 
devil, and that lineage shows in 
our behaviour because the devil 
is the father of lies (Jn.8:44). it 
is sometimes a godly upbringing 
that teaches the children to curb 
this tendency later on, and most 
often it is only the experience of 
being born again that sensitises 
the conscience about the sin of 
speaking lies.

But the sad fact is that even 
born again believers speak lies, 
and so the word of god has 
warned us not to do it (eph.4:25). 

if we speak one lie, we will end up 
having to speak several more in 
order to cover up for the original 
one! We are usually tempted to 
tell lies either to escape some 
‘painful’ consequences if the 
truth becomes known, as when 
someone has done some wrong 
and he does not want to be 
caught with it, or to gain some 
advantages for ourselves, as 
when someone embellishes his 
curriculum vitae with falsehood 
to make it attractive. one way 
people try to evade the issue of 
lies is by calling some of them 
white lies, implying that they are 
‘harmless’ or ‘not serious’. When 
someone flatters his boss, praises 
a wicked man at his funeral, 
makes up a story to excuse being 
late for work, exaggerates the 
worth of a product to sell it, etc., 
hardly anyone seems to notice 
the lies involved. Words become 
lies when there is an intention 
to deceive. We may ‘lie’ with our 
actions too if we try to convey an 
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impression that is not true. John 
ruskin once said, “the essence of 
lying is in deception, not in words; 
a lie may be told by silence, by 
equivocation, by the accent on 
a syllable, by a glance of the eye 
attaching a peculiar significance 
to a sentence.”

god is truth, and there is no lie, 
deceit or guile in him (1Jn.1:6). 
if we say we are his children 
and yet lead a lifestyle of lies, 
we are actually fooling ourselves 
when we think we belong to him 
(1Jn.3:8,9). or it may be that we 
have not taken our life with him 
seriously and we are stunted in 
our growth.

if we speak lies or talk glibly 
without wondering about the 
truth of what we say, we will 
lose our credibility, and people 
will find it difficult to have any 
confidence in us. Honesty is an 
integral part of trustworthiness 
and dependability. it happens 
many times in marriages when 
one finds that the spouse has been 
bluffing about something that 
trust gets broken to such an extent 
that it becomes very difficult to 
restore. other relationships also 
get affected when we find that 
someone cannot be trusted.

Not every ‘lie’ is really a lie! 
Sometimes, when someone says 
things as a joke, no one gets 
deceived because they can easily 
understand from the way it is 

spoken that it was only meant to 
be a joke. Another time, someone 
may state something which can 
be technically called false. But 
if it was due to poor memory, 
inability to express things with 
the right words or just a lack 
of precision, we cannot call 
them lies, because there was no 
intention to deceive. if someone 
says 50 people attended a 
meeting and there were only 40, 
it may be just a guess. But if he 
was trying to impress others with 
the statement while he knew in 
his heart it was not true, it would 
be a lie.

one major issue that bothers 
many people from the points of 
view of spirituality, ethics and 
philosophy is whether lies are 
acceptable or at least tolerable 
under certain circumstances. 
there are several instances 
narrated in the Bible where people 
have spoken lies. Abraham told 
a king that Sarah was his sister, 
for fear that someone would kill 
him in order to have her as wife 
(gen.20:2). isaac did the same 
under similar circumstances 
(gen.26:6,7). Jacob lied to his 
father in order to steal his 
blessings (gen.27:24). No one 
questions the fact that these were 
really lies, or finds any excuse for 
them. But there are cases where 
people wonder if god was happy 
with the people who spoke lies.
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pharaoh told the midwives 
of israel to kill all baby boys 
after delivery and not to allow 
them to live. But these midwives 
disobeyed him because they 
feared god, and gave pharaoh a 
false excuse (Exo.1:15-17). Verse 
20 mentions that god was good 
to the midwives because of what 
they did. We should understand 
that god was happy with them for 
the stand they took not to kill the 
boys. But we cannot assume from 
here that god was happy with the 
lie itself.

Another instance is that of a 
prostitute called rahab in Jericho 
who gave protection to the two 
spies whom Joshua had sent to 
find out about the condition of 
the city. When the king of Jericho 
asked her about the spies, she 
replied that she did not know 
who they were and where they 
had gone, even though she had 
hidden them on the roof. She 
did this because she had heard 
about what the god of israel had 
done for them and she had put 
her trust in him (Josh.2). Later 
rahab was rescued at the time of 
the conquest of Jericho and she is 
honoured in the New testament 
as the wife of an israelite who 
became an ancestor of Jesus 
(Matt.1:4) and as a hero of faith 
(heb.11:31). Does this mean 
that god was happy with the lies 
rahab had told the king?

We must not forget that when 
we come to god through faith 
in his Son Jesus Christ, we do 
not come as those who have 
never sinned, including the sin 
of lying. god accepts us not on 
the basis of our good behaviour 
(which none of us can boast of ) 
but on our faith in Jesus as our 
Saviour. We can understand 
that what pleased god in the 
case of the midwives and rahab 
was their faith. he overlooked 
their sins and accepted them 
because of their faith (rom.4:5). 
We cannot excuse the sin of 
lying from these examples nor 
assume that god does not take 
lies seriously.

But the question still remains 
about what a Christian must do in 
situations like what the midwives 
and rahab faced. Corrie ten 
Boom, a Dutch Christian whose 
family hid Jews from the Nazis 
during the Second World War, 
faced this question in a real way. 
the Jews were hidden in a room 
below their dining room, which 
could be entered by removing the 
dining table on top. the members 
of Corrie’s family were divided 
in their opinion about what they 
should do in case the german 
soldiers came and asked them 
about the Jews. Some of them 
thought that they should speak 
the truth and leave it to god to 
save the Jews in a miraculous 
way. others thought that they 
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needed to bluff to the Germans 
in order to save the Jews. What 
really happened was that when 
the soldiers came and asked 
them where the Jews were, one 
of the family members said that 
they were under the table! this 
was true enough, but obviously 
not the entire truth. the soldiers 
thought that this was a ridiculous 
answer and left! obviously, god 
had done a miracle there. But this 
was a situation somewhat similar 
to what the midwives and rahab 
faced.

there is a principle that we could 
consider for very exceptional 
situations like this. Just as a 
soldier has to kill an enemy in 
order to win the war and save his 
country, or a watchman may have 
to kill a terrorist who has come to 
blow up the building, there may 
be times when someone may 

resort to a normally unacceptable 
step in order to avoid a calamity.
however, such cases are 
exceptionally rare, and we cannot 
presume to apply this principle 
in our common situations for 
personal advantage.

We are accountable to god who 
knows the motives and intentions 
of our heart (heb.4:12,13). he 
wants us to walk before him 
and be without lies, deceit or 
guile. We ought to shine as lights 
in the midst of this dark world 
where more and more attempts 
are being made to diffuse the 
difference between right and 
wrong (php.2:15). 

LIGHT OF LIFE 53 MARCH  2016

Dr. Daniel Sathiaraj 
retired from St John’s 

PG College, Hyderabad, 
where he taught Computer 

Science. He lives in 
Hyderabad.

noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 
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FROM THE CROSS  
TO PARADISE

How could God allow a hardened, notorious criminal and 
murderer into heaven?

M. G. MATHEWS

the Bible tells us that not 
only is god characterised 
by marvellous mercy and 

matchless love. he is also known 
for his fair and far-reaching jus-
tice. Both the Bible and our con-
science remind us that we are 
guilty of violating god’s com-
mandments and laws. So, how 
do we satisfy his justice? this is 
a crucial question, because crime 
is a way of life in so many parts 
of our world today, as it has al-
ways been from the time Cain 
murdered his brother. to make 
matters worse, justice is often 
elusive. it is an irony of unbeliev-
able fate that too often we hear of 
criminals escaping punishment 
for heinous crimes and innocent 
people being denied justice. it 
infuriates us when we hear of a 
criminal walking out of the court-
room scot-free with a smirk on 
his face because he outsmarted 
the judiciary system by intimidat-
ing the victim or witnesses into 
silence and by cleverly hiding 
evidence. it is interesting to note 
the wise words of King Solomon, 

“He who justifies the wicked and 
he who condemns the just, both 
of them alike are an abomination 
to the Lord” (prov.17:15).

how could god allow a 
hardened, notorious criminal 
and murderer into heaven? is it 
possible that a person convicted 
of gruesome crimes could cry 
out to the Lord from his prison 
cell and be completely forgiven? 
the thought of a mass murderer 
sharing a beautiful mansion in 
heaven with you would probably 
make you shudder.

Let us lookat the amazing scene 
of the two criminals crucified 
along with the Lord Jesus Christ 
on the cross. one of them had no 
remorse whatsoever for his crimes 
and so lost the last opportunity 
he had to enter paradise. But the 
other thief, having realised that 
he deserved to die for his crimes, 
experienced the generous mercy 
and forgiving love of god when 
he looked at Jesus and said, 
“Jesus, remember me when You 
come into Your kingdom.” Jesus 
answered him, “i tell you the 
truth, today you will be with Me 
in paradise” (Lk.23:39-43). 
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the penitent thief knew that his 
evil deeds were not acceptable to 
god and that he deserved eternal 
hell. But his tearful eyes and 
repentant heart had a glimpse of 
the eternal kingdom of heaven 
where there is no crime, no death, 
no sorrow and no pain. he turned 
to the Son of god with simple, 
childlike faith and pleaded with 
him, “Lord, remember me when 
You come into Your kingdom.” 
even though Jesus was agonising 
physically, emotionally and 
spiritually, his heart went out 
to that thief when he assured 
him, “Verily, I say to you, today 
you will be with Me in paradise”. 
the repentant thief was forgiven 
just before he died and could 
peacefully enter paradise. his 
guilt was erased and his criminal 
record was wiped out and 
pardoned by the merciful Lord.

Do we see ourselves in this 
picture? Did the first thief come to 
Christ? he began by saying “If you 
are the Christ,” and finished with 
arrogance, “save yourself and us.” 
Many approach god in the same 
spirit of disbelief and insolence. 
how little this thief had gained in 
his life and how little he learned 
in his dying moments. the 
gospel record does not mention 
that Jesus even heard him. the 
precious moments available to 
the unrepentant thief to be saved 

were wasted and he passed into 
the place of eternal torment.

We need to look beyond the 
examples of history to a present 
day dilemma. When judged by 
god’s standard, you and i are guilty 
of sin (isa.64:6;Jer.17:9). We may 
have a hard time comprehending 
it, but we are no more qualified 
for heaven than the criminals 
who were crucified along with 
Jesus. We commit sin because 
we were born with that nature 
(psa.51:5). how, then, can we ever 
hope to sidestep justice and enter 
paradise, a place where only ‘just’ 
people are allowed to enter? how 
could god ever be right to say 
that imperfect and guilty people 
like you and me could be free 
of eternal consequences of our 
sins?

Yet this is what god tells us 
in the Bible, “Christ redeemed 
us from the curse of the law by 
becoming a curse for us, for it is 
written, ‘Cursed is everyone who 
is hung on a tree.’ he redeemed 
us in order that the blessing given 
to Abraham might come to the 
gentiles through Christ Jesus, so 
that by faith we might receive the 
promise of the Spirit” (gal.3:13-
14). “he (Jesus) himself bore our 
sins in his body on the tree, so 
that we might die to sin and live 
for righteousness…” (1pet.2:24). 
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“for god so loved the world that 
he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish, but have eternal 
life” (Jn.3:16).

if god did not justify repentant 
sinners, none of us would be 
qualified to enter the gates of 
heaven. We would all be sentenced 
to an eternity in hell. there is no 
doubt that the penitent thief did 
come to Christ. As he hung on 
the cross and was in the jaws of 
death for his crimes, he knew 
that spiritual death was infinitely 
worse than the physical death. he 
probably realised what it meant 

to spend an eternity without god, 
which led him to acknowledge 
Jesus as his Saviour, and as the 
result he found a place in paradise 
with Jesus.

the psalmist knew how to 
approach god in prayer. he 
wrote, “A broken and contrite 
heart, o god,You will not despise” 
(psa.51:17). 
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We observe good friday 
in commemoration 
of the death of Jesus 

Christ. Jesus died, yet we call it 
‘good friday’. Why? So that we 
may live eternally with god, Jesus 
was crucified on the cross by the 
roman soldiers on a friday. his 
death was inevitable if mankind 
was to be saved from the 
punishment of eternal separation 
from god.

The Lamb Of God

the prime purpose of Jesus 
coming into this world was to 
shed his blood for the sins of 
mankind and to deliver us from 
the penalty of sin. his glorious 
resurrection three days later 
gives us the assurance and 
hope of being resurrected with 
glorious bodies that will never 
die! Jesus was perfect and 
without sin, unlike the entire 
humanity, and therefore he alone 
could completely satisfy god’s 
perfect standard of holiness, thus 
paving the way for us sinners to 
be cleansed by his shed blood 
and be reconciled to god. Jesus 
came to give us victory over death 
which is our greatest enemy.

GOOD FRIDAY
In Adam we are sinners, but in Christ we are made righteous.

JACOB AHMED throughout the old testament 
period, right from the time of 
Adam, shedding of blood or 
animal sacrifice was prevalent 
and required by god to cover and 
forgive sins. When the israelites 
were slaves in egypt, god 
delivered them through the blood 
of the lamb that was sprinkled on 
the doorposts of the israelites, 
and their lives were spared. the 
lamb was a type of Christ and the 
event was called the passover 
(Exo.12:13,23) which the Jewish 
people still observe.

The Gift Of Salvation

But the animal sacrifice was 
not complete and permanent. 
it was only a type or shadow of 
the perfect sacrifice of Jesus on 
the cross. god needed a sinless 
person to die on behalf of the 
sinful people of the world and 
wipe their sins permanently. 
Jesus fulfilled God’s plan of man’s 
redemption on the cross. When 
peter did not want Jesus to die 
and rebuked him saying that he 
should not speak about his death, 
Jesus said to him, “get behind me, 
Satan! You are a stumbling block 
to Me…” (Matt.16:21-23). it was, 
in fact, Satan’s plan to prevent 
Jesus from dying for the sins 
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of the world, because he knew 
that the death and resurrection 
of Jesus would open the way for 
us sinners to be forgiven and 
justified in the holy presence of 
god throughout eternity, which 
Satan did not want.

the plan of salvation is centred 
on the death of Christ, and the 
plan of Satan was crushed when 
Jesus shed his blood on the cross. 
everyone who ignores this fact 
is still a slave in the evil hands of 
Satan. through his death, Jesus 
delivered us from the hands of 
Satan and now offers to everyone 
who comes to him, by faith, the 
free gift of salvation and eternal 
life.

The Reconciliation

the death of Jesus has removed 
the enmity between man and 
god that was caused by sin and 
brought reconciliation between 
them (rom.5:8-11) as also the 
hostility between Jews and 
gentiles (eph.2:13-16,19). 

While there are many views 
and theories about the death of 

Christ, what is significant and 
final is the truth of the Scripture. 
When god banished Adam and 
eve from the garden of eden 
after their sin of disobedience, 
there was enmity between them, 
and that enmity has passed on 
to their succeeding generations 
right down to the present day, 
resulting in humanity heading 
towards hell. Since there was 
no one worthy to save humanity 
from its tragic destiny, god sent 
Jesus to take the sin of the human 
race upon himself and die on the 
cross, offering forgiveness and 
salvation as free gifts to everyone 
who believes in Jesus. This is the 
Gospel (good news) of Good Friday 
(rom.1:16-17). 

in Adam we are sinners, but in 
Christ we are made righteous. in 
Adam we died, but in Christ we 
live eternally (rom.5:12-20).
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i myself have reason for such 
confidence (in the flesh). 
if anyone else thinks he 

has reason for confidence in the 
flesh, I have more: circumcised 
on the eighth day, of the people of 
israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
hebrew of hebrews; as to the 
law, a pharisee; as to zeal, a 
persecutor of the church; as 
to righteousness under the 
law, blameless. But whatever 
gain i had, i counted as loss for 
the sake of Christ. indeed, i count 
everything as loss because of the 
surpassing worth of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord. for his 
sake I have suffered the loss of 
all things and count them as 
rubbish, in order that i may gain 
Christ and be found in him, not 
having a righteousness of my own 
that comes from the law, but that 
which comes through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness from 
god that depends on faith – that 
i may know him and the power 
of his resurrection, and may 
share in His sufferings, becoming 
like him in his death, that by 

RESURRECTION VERSUS 
RUBBISH

Our lives are weighed and measured according to  God’s divine 
standards and measurements.

J. N. MANOKARAN any means possible i may attain 
the resurrection from the 
dead”(phil.3: 4-11).

paul was dragged into a cultural 
debate of his day. is paul a true 
Jew? Does he regard circumcision, 
the sign of covenant of the people 
of God, as important, significant 
and as top priority? paul defends 
and provides his worldview. 

though he could be proud of 
the things considered as privilege 
and honour among the Jews, 
he chose to consider them as 
‘rubbish’. his changed perspective 
was completely contradictory 
to the popular worldview and 
culture of his day.
1. Religious pride. paul drew 

his identity, sense of belong-
ing and security from his re-
ligious life. Circumcision was 
the sign of covenant relation-
ship of Jewish people with 
Jehovah. paul was a religious 
person as he was born and 
brought up by religious and 
godly parents. he was con-
vinced that Judaism was the 
only true religion and Jehovah 
was the true living god. this 
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religious pride was always in 
the mind of paul, until he had 
a personal encounter with the 
risen Lord Jesus Christ on the 
Damascus road. everything 
else we take pride in ought to 
become ‘rubbish’ in compari-
son with our personal rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ.

2. Political pride. Paul’s next 
object of pride was his tribal 
identity.  the tribe of Benjamin 
gave the first king to the 
nation of israel. ehud was one 
of the judges of israel. esther 
and Mordecai were from the 
tribe of Benjamin. though 
the tribe of Benjamin was 
small and insignificant, their 
contribution to the nation of 
israel was praiseworthy, and 
they were proud of it.

3. Ethnic and linguistic pride.
paul was aware of his ethnic 
identity and linguistic sense 
of belonging. the israelites 
considered themselves a 
superior race and the gentiles 
as sub-human beings. the 
old testament, the Scripture 
of Judaism, was written in 
the hebrew language; hence, 
hebrew was considered a 
sacred language. paul was 
always conscious about his 
ethnic identity and linguistic 
heritage. however, in his 
new position in Christ, he 
declared, “there is neither 

Jew nor greek, there is neither 
slave nor free, there is no male 
and female, for you are all one 
in Christ Jesus. (gal.3:28).

4. Moral pride. pharisees 
were the strict followers of 
all religious requirements 
of Jewish religion, according 
to Mosaic Law and other 
traditional practices. they 
were regarded well by the 
common people for their 
meticulous observance of 
the Law. generally, they were 
pious, religious, and held a 
morally high ground. paul was 
proud of his morality and had 
a ‘holier-than-thou’ attitude.

5. Passionate pride and zeal. 
Paul was alert and agile to find 
any heretic or deviant per-
son or a group of people who 
moved away from the funda-
mental Jewish faith. the dis-
ciples of the Lord Jesus Christ 
were considered a heretic 
and dangerous cult. the es-
tablished Jewish religion did 
their best to destroy this new 
emerging faith. paul’s fanatic 
zeal for the Jewish religion got 
him approval from the Jewish 
religious leaders to persecute 
Christians. he used violence 
as a handy tool to torture and 
kill Christians. 

6. Spiritual pride. paul’s 
understanding of spirituality 
was to fulfil all the ritualistic, 
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ceremonial observances of the 
laws of Moses. According to his 
conscience, he was ‘blameless’ 
and hence a righteous person. 
he was spiritually better and 
greater than other people 
who followed Judaism.

Rubbish

Paul rejected all the above six 
characteristics he had zealously 
guarded, terming them as ‘rub-
bish’. rubbish could be translated 
as dirt or dung or refuse.

All privileges, earthly inheri-
tance, talents, gifts, education and 
accomplishments are nothing 
when compared with the experi-
ence of knowing Jesus Christ and 
the power of his resurrection. 
When Christ came into his life, 
paul realised that his popularity 
as a religious leader was hollow 
and meaningless, in contrast with 
the excitement of experiencing 
Christ and the power of his res-
urrection. 

Stinking

the apostle paul says that the 
things that are glorious in the 
world’s perspective ‘stink’ in 
comparison to the sweet aro-
ma of his experience with Jesus 
Christ. Jesus likened the teach-
ers of the law and pharisees who 
boasted about their ‘good works’ 
to white-washed tombs that are 

full of dead men’s bones (Matt. 
23:27) that stink. 

Unhygienic

garbage dumps are breed-
ing places for mosquitoes, rats, 
centipedes, scorpions, bacteria 
and insects that spread diseas-
es and cause death. those who 
boast about their social status 
and achievements in life and in 
the fading glories of this world 
spread contagious spiritual dis-
eases. the smell of rubbish can 
cause allergic reactions in some 
people. 

Filthy Rags

Like paul, isaiah was divinely 
inspired to write about god’s 
view vis-a-vis the world’s view 
on the moral and social status 
of man. “All of us have become 
like one who is unclean, and all 
our righteous acts are like filthy 
rags...” (isa.64:6). our lives are 
weighed and measured according 
to god’s divine standards and 
measurements. 

Sweet-smelling Fragrance

“i appeal to you therefore, 
brothers, by the mercies of god, to 
present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable 
to god, which is your spiritual 
worship” (rom.12:1). the calling 
of Christians is to be the aroma of 
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the Lord Jesus Christ. We honour 
that calling only when we present 
our bodies as a living sacrifice to 
god. We present our bodies as a 
‘living sacrifice’ when we die to 
our sinful nature, as Paul explains 
in Colossians 3:1-10, and give out 
the sweet aroma of Jesus Christ. 
“for we are the aroma of Christ to 
god among those who are being 
saved and among those who are 
perishing” (2Cor.2:15).

True Identity

“But to all who did receive 
him, who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children 

of god, who were born, not of 
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of god” 
(Jn.1:12, 13). the eternal, core, 
fundamental and foundational 
identity of a disciple of the Lord 
Jesus Christ is that he/she is 
a child of god. All the other 
identities we take pride in – our 
education, social status, position 
and power – will perish with the 
passage of time. 

J. N. Manokaran  
is Regional Director for 
South Asia, Community 

Bible Study International, 
and lives in Chennai.
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Appeal For Water
Although the rich man was 

in agony in hell, he recognised 
Lazarus and Abraham, being 
conscious and alive. He pleaded 
for just a drop of water to cool 
his tongue. The word of God 
makes it very clear that hell is 
a real place of indescribable 
torment created for the devil and 
his angels; man’s opinion about 
it is irrelevant. However, even if 
it is not God’s will that anyone 
should go to the place of eternal 
torment (Jn.3:16-17), He will 
not prevent those who choose 
to go there by rejecting His free 
offer of redemption from sin 
and its consequence. The gates 
of God’s grace in Christ Jesus 
are still open to anyone in this 
world who will enter in by faith; 
there is no guarantee of another 
moment. 

Intercession For Others
The rich man did not want his 

five brothers to be with him in 
hell; he wanted them in a better 
place. But God was not pleased 
with his good wishes for his 
brothers. Abraham said that 
sending Lazarus for a mission 
trip to earth to warn his brothers 
was not possible. If the people 
would not listen to the Law of 
Moses or the warning of the 
prophets, they would not listen 
even if a person went from the 
dead and spoke to them.

The rich man had a great 
concern for his brothers on earth 
even as he was agonising in hell, 
whereas when he lived in luxury 
and comfort, he ignored his poor 
neighbour. If only he had shown 
the same concern for the beggar 
and the needy around him when 
he had the opportunity to do so! 
He lost the opportunity to help 
and intercede for others.

The Challenge
This prophetic parable of the 

Lord represents two categories 
of people in the world: those 
who are rich in worldly goods 
and those who are poor in spirit 
(Lk.12:21;Matt.5:3-10). The hid-
den prophecy of this parable is 
being fulfilled during the last 
two centuries by those who are 
running after riches, power, in-
fluence and possession, whose 
priorities are anything but God’s 
kingdom and His righteousness 
– loving and serving others. 
When God’s kingdom and His 
righteousness become man’s 
priority, there will be no poor in 
this world! (Read Matt.6:25-33 
and Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-35.) 

It is our ‘heavenly possessions’ 
in this earthly life that ultimately 
matters in eternity.

J. N. Manokaran  
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ruler of the universe and my 
life. My circumstances, situ-
ations, problems, pressures, 
failures, sicknesses are skil-
fully handled by Him with 
gentle hands to shape me into 
a vessel that will be beautiful 
in His sight. In the Christian 
life, each believer is decorat-
ed with pain, suffering and 
sacrifice. This is how the Di-
vine Potter shapes our lives, 
so that we become spiritu-
ally mature, productive and 
useful in this world, and the 
ultimate product will be like 
His Son (Php.1:6;1Jn.3:2).

6. Deploy 
 The potter makes a variety 

of vessels for different pur-
poses. Large pots to store, 
medium ones for daily use 
in kitchens, small ones for 
the dining tables, and deco-
rative pieces for display in 
the showcase. The Divine 
Potter has a specific purpose 
for the disciples of Christ, 
which He has revealed in 
His word, and that purpose 
is “to do good works.” God 
has created His chosen ves-
sels in Christ Jesus and de-
ployed them in this world 
as His representatives. “For 
we are God’s workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus to do 
good works, which God pre-
pared in advance for us to 
do” (Eph.2:10). 

7. Display 
 Each and every vessel a pot-

ter makes gives him a sense 
of pride. It gives the Di-
vine Potter a sense of pride 
and joy when He sees the 
work of His hands display-
ing His glory. Pots are not 
‘self-made’, as some humans 
boast. We have no reason 
to boast about ourselves. 
The One who created us, re-
deemed us and is now work-
ing on us is alone worthy of 
all praise and glory.

The Challenge
Clay pots and vessels are not 

mass-produced like the cars 
or computers or mobiles in 
a factory. They are carefully 
shaped by the master artisan 
with his skilful and gentle 
hands. We are so privileged to 
have a God who works on us 
individually, with a personal 
touch. The challenge before 
us is to humbly submit to 
Him, the Divine Potter, and 
allow Him to reveal His glory 
through us in this world. What 
a joy to be in His safe, loving 
hands always! 

J. N. Manokaran  
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GOD SO LOVED – HE GAVE

God	showed	us	an	example	of	what	it	is	to	love. 
I may attend church regularly, take Sunday class, 
I may be on various committees, 
But if I have no love – I am nothing. 
Without love, I am an empty vessel, making noise.

Love	is	patient. 
Patience is a sign of strength, not weakness. 
When	I	expect	God	to	patiently	bear	with	my	faults, 
Am I patient with others, or do I show contempt?

Love	is	kind,	long-suffering, 
Love	is	being	tender-hearted, 
Love	does	not	criticise,	nor	does	it	gossip.	 
Love	shows	genuine	concern	and	sympathy 
To the lonely and the hurting.

Love	knows	no	envy. 
Envy poisons and hinders relationships. 
Do we rejoice when others are blessed? 
Or are we envious of the happy and  
prosperous neighbours?

Love	does	not	boast;	it	is	not	puffed	up. 
Love	does	not	know	pride	and	selfishness. 
Do we boast about our accomplishments, 
Our possessions, successes, talents and status? 
Pride hates to say, “I’m sorry.”

Love	does	not	behave	rudely.	  
Am I known for being polite, gracious, courteous? 
Or am I quarrelsome? 
Do I hurt people with my comments and break 
relationships?

Love	does	not	fight	for	its	rights. 
Love	sacrifices	the	‘self’. 
Love	does	not	seek	self-importance	and	honour, 
But gives respect and serves others.

Love	is	not	easily	provoked. 
Love	forgives,	holds	no	grudge	and	is	not	easily	
offended. 
Love	thinks	no	evil. 
Like	Jesus,	love	chooses	to	forgive	and	reconcile.

If we truly love, we will empathise with the victims 
of misfortune. 
Love	is	grieved	at	injustice,	fights	for	justice. 
Love	cares	about	others	and	their	pain.

Love	never	ceases	to	hope. 
No situation is hopeless, no one is beyond 
redemption. 
Has not Christ showed that in my life? 
Love	goes	through	life’s	difficulties	 
trusting in God’s love.

Love	is	the	only	permanent	thing	in	life. 
Churches, Bible studies, committees, status 
Will all pass away. 
“And now abides faith, hope and love. 
But the greatest of these is love.”

Christiana Joseph  
is a clinical sonologist in 

Tanjore, Tamil Nadu, and is 
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Union ministry and 
the Gideons.
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WHY ARE DIVORCE RATES GOING UP 
AMONG CHRISTIANS?

First of all, it is necessary to define who a Christian is.

A negative view

i) one who is born in a Christian home.
ii) one who has been baptised or received into a church for social 

gathering with all its rites and rituals.
iii) one who shows up on special occasions like marriage, death, 

festivals, etc.

A positive view

A. one who belongs to a god-fearing family.
B. one who has received Jesus Christ as his/her personal Saviour and 

Lord.
C. One who reflects the purpose and meaning of being a Christian.

Some of the reasons why divorce cases are going up among 
Christians:
1. Constant fights caused by wrong attitude, bad nature of either or 

both the spouses, misinformation spread by gossip, and so on.
2. Lack of seriousness to consider ways that will help resolve their 

differences. 
3. impotence or inability to conceive.
4. Lack of communication resulting in strained relationship.
5. failure to consult god about their problems and asking him to 

intervene.
6. Lack of humility and submission to the lordship of Jesus Christ 

who alone can restore and strengthen their marriage bonds. 
Benjamin R. K. Lall, Goalpara, Assam.



Light of Life 28 ApriL 2017

d

here are a few of the reasons the divorce rates are going up among 
Christians.

According to ephesians 5:21, spouses must submit to each other. 
Christians of today are well educated and financially self-sufficient. 
The egotism developed out of this and the influence of foreign culture 
sometimes do not allow the spouses to come to a reconciliation in 
case of differences.

Being god’s temple (1Cor.3:16-17) Christian couples have to give 
an account to god about the way they lived their lives (rom.14:12). 
ignoring god’s instructions and warnings, some have become slaves 
to drinking, gambling, watching porn, bigamy, corruption, etc. Some 
expect dowry in marriage and harass their wives to meet their 
demand. Some lazy husbands do not work and are dependent on their 
wives. Some women love to spend more than required on dresses, 
ornaments and luxuries.

Marriage bureaus, agents, parents and individuals do not disclose 
important information at the time of marriage proposals. Some choose 
their life partners without verifying their antecedents, and when they 
realise that they have made a blunder, it is too late. 

U. Jacob Udaya Kumar, Bellary, Karnataka.

Basically the sanctity of marriage is being overlooked by many 
couples. this may be due to the fact that they have not prayerfully 
prepared for the wedding by reading Scripture verses such as 
ephesians 5:27, 1 peter 3:2-7 and hebrews 13:3. While choosing life 
partner, neglecting the will of god leads to separation; in other words, 
any unholy attachment is forbidden by god (2Cor.6:15), which applies 
not only to non-Christians, but even nominal believers.

Another reason could be wrong teaching by some of the pastors 
and counsellors who overlook Biblical teachings such as Matthew 
5:31,32. While Scripture encourages us to solve the problem within 
the assembly (1Cor.6:5), many take legal help.

finally, elders and parents taking the upper hand in choosing 
partners for their children with the intention of acquiring dowry, or 
consideration of the financial status rather than the character of the 
prospective life partner can also be the causes of marriages ending in 
divorce. read 1 John 2:16, 17. 

Thara Daniel Deepak, Kappal, Karnataka.
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the chief cause of increasing divorce rate among Christians is the 
decreasing spiritual outlook and increasing materialistic tendency. 
the spiritual perspective holds god as the designer of marriage. it 
defines marriage as a relationship of companionship between man 
and woman in good or bad, health or sickness, till death separates 
them. the materialistic perspective holds marriage as a commodity. 
It works with a self-gratifying and exploitative outlook, and lasts till 
the dominant has devastated the other. the Bible permits divorce on 
grounds of adultery, but at the same time calls to forgive the sinner. 
forgiveness and love are the spiritual virtues that hold the marriage; 
their decline disseminates divorce.

Shivraj Mahendra, USA.

Light of Life
We count on your prayers!

As we at Light of Life seek to fulfil this ministry for the edification  
of our readers, we seek your prayers for God’s  anointing, blessings, 

provisions and guidance.
Thank you.
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in this modern world of the 
21st century, going to a 
gym has become a common 

trend. irrespective of their age, 
people throng to this place to 
keep them fit physically. Have we 
anytime thought of our spiritual 
fitness? In the light of the word of 
God, let us learn a few exercises 
to keep ourselves spiritually fit to 
meet the King of kings.

Sit

“Mary sat at the Lord’s feet 
listening to what he said” 
(Lk.10:39).

The first and foremost spiritual 
exercise is to sit at the feet of 
our Creator. in psalm 1, David 
describes a blessed man as one 
whose delight is in the law of the 
Lord. if we read and meditate on 
god’s word, we will be like a tree 
planted by the streams of water 
and whatever we do will prosper. 
Sadly, today many of us start 
and end the day with WhatsApp 
messages, which is one of the 
signs that the Christian world is 

SPIRITUAL FITNESS
Are we fit to stand before the Son of Man when He comes for us?

JASMINE JOHNSON slowly forgetting the importance 
of sitting at the feet of the Lord 
to read his messages for our 
day-to-day life. Listening to Jesus 
and learning the values of god’s 
kingdom from him was Mary’s 
priority. the Lord commended 
her for choosing what was better 
and added that she would not be 
deprived of that privilege. So, let 
us take time to sit at the feet of 
the Master and hear him speak 
to us.

Walk

“But, if we walk in the light, as he 
is in the light, we have fellowship 
with one another” (1Jn.1:7).

The second exercise is to walk. 
Unless we sit and listen to the 
Master’s voice, we cannot walk 
with him. Daily walk with god 
offers us a sweet fellowship with 
him and prepares us to enjoy a 
harmonious relationship with 
our fellow-beings. “Your word is 
a lamp to my feet and a light to 
my path” (psa.119:105). When 
we sit and read god’s word, the 
holy Spirit enables us to walk in 
the light of his word and shine 
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like stars and be witnesses for 
Christ to a crooked and depraved 
generation. god is light and we 
are the children of light who 
show Christ to the world which 
gropes in spiritual darkness. 
More importantly, our daily 
walk with the heavenly father 
enablesus to demonstrate the 
love of Christ. the prophet isaiah 
says, “Whether you turn to the 
right or to the left, your ears will 
hear a voice behind you, saying, 
‘this is the way; walk in it.’”

Stand

“put on the full 
armour of god so 
that you can take 
your stand against 
the devil’s schemes” 
(eph.6:11).

The third exercise 
is to stand.Unless we hear the 
Master’s voice and walk with 
him, we cannot stand against 
the devil’s schemes. Jesus Christ 
himself is our role model. When 
he was tempted by Satan, he got 
the victory through the word of 
God. He stood firm till the end 
and fulfilled the will of the Father 
through implicit obedience.

As soldiers in god’s army, we 
need weapons to stand against 

our unseen foe, Satan, who prowls 
like a roaring lion, looking for 
someone to devour. our spiritual 
weapons have the divine power 
to demolish Satan’s strongholds. 
the belt of truth, the breast-plate 
of righteousness, feet fitted with 
readiness, the shield of faith, the 
helmet of salvation and the sword 
of the Spirit are the weapons god 
has given us to fight the spiritual 
battle. He expects us to be always 
alert and pray in the Spirit, as we 
see all around us the signs of the 
Second Coming of Jesus Christ. So, 

let us remember that 
our communion and 
walk with god gives us 
the strength to stand 
fearlessly against the 
enemy of our soul.

Run

“…let us run with 
perseverance” (heb.12:1).

The fourth exercise is to run. 
We are all running a race here 
on earth for an inheritance that 
can never perish, spoil or fade – 
kept in heaven for us. if we do the 
first three exercises faithfully and 
consistently, we can be victorious 
runners!

However, we need to fix our 
eyes on Jesus, the author and 

Many a time, like 
Peter, we look at the 
raging sea and the 

storms of life, instead 
of looking to Jesus who 
has the power to calm 

the storm. 
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perfecter of our faith, if we are 
to run with perseverance. Many 
a time, like peter, we look at the 
raging sea and the storms of life, 
instead of looking to Jesus who 
has the power to calm the storm. 
in an earthly race, people run so 
as to get a crown that will not 
last. they undergo strict training 
to achieve their goal. But our race 
is to win the prize that will never 
fade away, kept for us in heaven 
by the father. paul says, “Let us 
run, forgetting what is behind and 
straining toward what is ahead. 
i press on toward the goal to 

win the prize for which god has 
called me heavenward in Christ 
Jesus”(php.3:13).

Let us think of our spiritual 
fitness for a moment. Are we fit 
to stand before the Son of  Man 
when he comes for us? Let us sit 
at his feet, walk with him and 
stand against the enemy so that 
we run the race victoriously, till 
we reach our eternal destiny.

Jasmine Johnson  
helps her husband in his 
pastoral ministry andis 

active in women and youth 
ministry.
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An old roman coin had 
the picture of an ox 
in the middle, with a 

plough on one side and an altar 
on the other, depicting that the 
ox had to be ready for service 
and sacrifice. We also need to be 
ready for both.

pastors are called to serve 
the Lord Jesus in the church. 
true Christian pastoral ministry 
must involve both service and 
sacrifice.

the apostle peter gives some 
advice to the elders (pastors) 
of the church (1pet.5:1-4). As a 
fellow elder, he appeals to them 
to be shepherds of God’s flock 
under the Chief Shepherd, Jesus 
Christ. he further tells them that 
if they are conscientious, faithful 
and honest in the ministry, they 
would receive a crown of glory 
from the Chief Shepherd when 
he returns. Spiritual shepherding 
is a sacred responsibility.

Let us look briefly at the three 
characteristics of a pastor.
Willingness To Serve

“…serving as overseers, not 

THE PASTOR –  
THE UNDER-SHEPHERD
We need to live exemplary lives, alongside our preaching.

PETER S. C. POTHAN because you must, but because 
you are willing” (v.5:2a).

As a disciple of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, he must be willing to 
serve. this gives him a sense 
of commitment to the Chief  
Shepherd and to His flock. A 
disciple is one who is totally 
committed to the teachings of his 
guru. the New International Bible 
Dictionary describes a disciple as 
“A pupil of a teacher which implies 
the acceptance in the mind and 
life of the views and practices of 
the teacher.”

Who then is a Christian disciple? 
Juan Carlos ortiz, an Assembly of 
god pastor in Buenos Aires, in his 
hard-hitting book, Disciple, writes: 
“What is a disciple? A disciple 
is one who follows Jesus Christ. 
But because we are Christians it 
does not necessarily mean that 
we are Christ’s disciples, even 
though we are members of his 
kingdom. following Christ means 
acknowledging him as Lord; it 
means serving him as a slave.”

You may be a Christian, you 
may be a member of a church, or 
a pastor, but are you a disciple of 
Christ? 
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The Lord Jesus identifies 
two marks of a life that is truly 
committed to him (Lk.14:25-27).

The first is a ‘total’ and ‘priority’ 
love for him. “if anyone comes to 
Me and does not hate his own 
father and mother and wife and 
children and brothers and sisters, 
yes, and even his own life, he 
cannot be My disciple.” here the 
Lord uses an extreme Hebrew 
hyperbole to emphasise that, as 
his disciples, our love for him 
should be deeper than the love 
between spouses, parents and 
children, siblings, and self-love. 
After god delivered the israelites 
from their egyptian slavery 
through Moses, he gave them 
the Ten Commandments, the first 
being, “You shall have no other 
gods before Me,” which speaks of 
our priority relationship to god 
before any other relationship 
(Exo.20:2). Jesus expects us to 
have the same preferential love 
for him because he has set us free 
from sin and death by sacrificing 
his life for us on the cross. if we 
do not have this love, we cannot 
be his disciples. Do we have 
this preferential love for Christ, 
or do we put someone else or 
something else before him?

the second mark is ‘following 
Jesus and carrying our cross’. 
“Whoever does not bear his own 
cross and come after Me, cannot be 
My disciple.” the phrase ‘carrying 

the cross’ refers to voluntary 
sacrifice and service. Service 
varies from person to person, but 
the principle is common to all. As 
oswald Sanders says, “Salvation is 
not merely deliverance from sin, 
nor the experience of personal 
holiness; the salvation of god is 
deliverance out of self entirely 
into union with him.” Salvation is 
the transformation from our own 
egos and lives into a personal 
relationship with god. As the 
apostle paul says, “for by grace 
you have been saved through 
faith; and this is not your own 
doing, it is the gift of god – not 
because of works, lest any man 
should boast. for we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which god 
prepared beforehand, that we 
should walk in them” (eph.2:8-
10). We are not saved by works, 
but we are saved for “good works 
that god has already prepared 
for us beforehand to do.” in doing 
these ‘good works’ we may suffer 
difficulties, but it is a part of the 
sacrifice and service of carrying 
our cross and following Jesus.

Eager To Serve

Secondly, “…not greedy for 
money, but eager to serve” (v.2b).

As a pastor, you are more than 
a ‘full-time worker’. You have the 
responsibility of raising a godly 
family and the responsibility 
of nurturing and discipling the 
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‘flock’ entrusted to your care. This 
is not an easy task. As an elder, a 
lay-preacher, Bible study leader 
and secretary in my church, 
besides the teaching assignments 
in different colleges, I know the 
difficulties and the pitfalls that 
come with these responsibilities. 
how do i manage it all? When god 
calls, he equips and enables! Jesus 
says, “You did not choose me, but 
i chose you and appointed you to 
go and bear fruit” (Jn.15:16). that 
is what he is saying to you today. 
Are you eager to serve and bear 
fruit for him?

Being An Example

thirdly, “not lording it over 
those entrusted to you, but being 
examples to the flock” (v.3).

there are two points here. 
1. the pastor is not the boss, 

but the servant (Matt.20:28). 
the Lord Jesus demonstrated 
‘servant-leadership’ by his 
sacrificial life and, just be-
fore his death, washed his 
disciples’ feet, teaching them 
what humility and service 
mean. Church leaders all over 
the world need to emulate 
Christ’s example in their min-
istries. Sadly, ‘lording leaders’ 
are many, but ‘Christ-like ser-
vant leaders’ are very few.

 in 1990, i asked a group of 
theological professors from 
UK and USA if any of their 

colleges had a stated aim of 
training servant leaders. the 
answer was, “No!” 

 in 1995, tAftee planned the 
AtA Accreditation Manual 
for Extension Education in 
Manila and made ‘training 
servant leaders’ a criterion 
for accreditation. one of the 
problems in the church is the 
lack of servant leaders. But 
there are a few who demon-
strate servant leadership. in 
1975 i was in an evangelical 
graduates Conference in Se-
cunderabad. one day, i was 
awakened by a knock on the 
door of my room at 6 in the 
morning. At the door was Dr. 
Namboodripad, who was an 
eminent neurosurgeon, the 
president of Christian Medi-
cal College, Ludhiana, and the 
president of the committee 
that organised the confer-
ence. he held a bucket of hot 
water which he said was for 
my bath! this elderly man 
embarrassed me. “Why did 
you do this?” i asked. “this 
is my service for you today,” 
he said. And he went to each 
room with a bucket of hot wa-
ter. this incident is still vivid 
in my mind even after more 
than 30 years. Are you ready 
to be a servant leader? Would 
you wash others’ feet?

2. We need to live exempla-
ry lives, alongside our 
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preaching. paul says, “imi-
tate me as i imitate Christ” 
(1Cor.4:16;1thess.1:6). We 
need to be able to say the 
same. No matter how big or 
small we are, we can always 
make a difference.

An expert was hired to lead 
a management programme 
for the employees of a large 
supermarket in America. She 
told them, “Wherever you are, 
whatever your job, you can make 
a difference. You can make your 
mark on the area you are involved 
in.” Listening to her was a young 
man named Johnny. Johnny had 
Downs Syndrome and his job 
was to fill the goods purchased 
by the customers into their bags. 
“How can I make a difference,” 
he thought to himself, “i am 
only a bagger!” having decided 
to try and make a difference in 
his routine type of work, an idea 
clicked in his mind. each day 
he prepared a ‘thought for the 
Day’, and if he couldn’t find one, 
he composed his own. his father 
helped him feed the data in the 
computer, take the prints and cut 

the printed sheets into small slips. 
As he filled each bag, he put the 
‘thought for the Day’ slip in each 
of them. A week later, the Manager 
happened to enter Johnny’s 
department and see a huge line 
of customers at Johnny’s counter. 
“open more pay-out counters,” 
the Manager ordered. But the 
customers wouldn’t move. “No, 
we’ll wait,” they said.” “We want 
Johnny’s ‘thought for the Day!” 
one lady said, “i used to come to 
your store once a week, but now 
i come daily. Johnny’s ‘thought 
for the Day’ makes a difference to 
my day.” The other staff began to 
notice the pleasant change. When 
a flower was damaged in the 
florist section, the workers made 
it into a corsage and presented it 
to an old lady customer that day. 
Johnny had made a difference!

Will you make a difference 
wherever god has placed you?

Peter S. C. Pothan  
is a theological teacher and 

academic consultant at 
the Global School of Open 

Learning, Bangalore.
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the topic seems to focus 
on promoting a culture 
of religion in the context 

of contemporary challenges in 
india. Nevertheless, the scope 
of a Christian’s participation 
and contribution in diversified 
reality in india can be enormous 
and exhaustive. Hence, the focus 
of this article is on those areas 
where particular concentration 
needs to be demonstrated by a 
Christian in india presently.

No one will deny that our global 
condition calls for a profound, if 
not revolutionary, change. even 
conservative politicians now re-
sort to slogans like the ‘green 
revolution’, the ‘education revolu-
tion’, the ‘energy revolution’. Such 
rhetoric sounds as if the trans-
formation we need has already 
begun.

people live in an atmosphere of 
constant movement as technology 
and even social forms undergo 
frequent change. however, the 
concept ‘we are moving’ is an 
illusion because the fundamentals 
by which the world works are not 
changing at all.

THE ROLE OF A  
CHRISTIAN IN INDIA

Christians are commanded not to be conformed to this world.

VIVEK A. GUNDIMI But in the midst of this,  Chris-
tians can be true revolutionaries, 
provided they take the fallen state 
of mankind and god’s kingdom 
seriously.

today, the human condition 
confronts us globally more than 
ever before. the further we go 
along the path of history, the more 
we realise that, while we may 
have gained a measure of control 
of the world in a rational sense, 
we are still unable to control the 
consequences of our actions. in 
fact, all human attempts to solve 
the problems of the world only 
increase the difficulties. 

But the encouragement that 
comes for the Christian is this: life 
for a Christian is not only historic, 
but apocalyptic (the end of the 
world notion). i’ll clarify this at 
the end of the article.

on the 19th and 20th of 
february 2015, there was a 
national seminar on the theme, 
The Role Of Religion In Promoting 
Peace And Harmony: Contribution 
Of Christianity, organised by Christ 
University, Bangalore. one of the 
important aspects of this seminar 
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was to look at the role of religion 
in promoting social cohesion 
(unity), integration and mutual 
understanding in the context of 
promoting active citizenship. the 
other aspect was to look at the 
link between changing social 
structure in india in the light of 
religions and the spirit of religion 
among individuals. Now, this 
endeavour shows us that the 
authenticity of religion in public 
life is in question!

in india, there has been increas-
ing individualisation of society 
and also increasing complexities 
in social relationships among dif-
ferent faiths, where we see politi-
cising of religious beliefs when 
they are endangered, than when 
the modesty of human life and 
rights are violated. 

Now, in this given context, what 
is the possible role of Christians 
in india comprising 1.3 billion 
population amidst challenges and 
opportunities?

Education And Health Sectors

former Union Minister of State 
for Statistics and programme im-
plementation, oscar fernandes, in 
his speech to the Milagres Church 
at Kallianpur in 2005 said, “Chris-
tian missionaries have rendered 
yeoman service in the fields of 
education and health.” he fur-

ther said, “the Milagres educa-
tional institutions under Milagres 
Church have provided education 
to many people and the service of 
the church to the people should 
continue.” on the same occasion, 
Sri Vishwesha Tirtha Swamiji of 
pejawar Mutt said, “Jesus Christ 
preached a message of love and 
service to the world. the work of 
Christian missionaries in the field 
of education and health in the 
country,… has inspired others to 
emulate them.” education helps 
civilisations progress. two cen-
turies ago, Christian missionaries 
started educational institutions 
purely as a service to society. 
Christians in india must continue 
to take up their mantle of involv-
ing, setting up and sustaining ed-
ucational institutions and health 
departments as a means of ser-
vice to society as it brings about 
progress in civilisation, but more 
decisively discloses the Spirit of 
Jesus Christ. 

Social Responsibility

We are aware that most Christian 
institutions/organisations and 
individuals are providing service 
to the society regardless of the 
government assistance. that is 
commendable and should be 
appreciated!

e.g., orphanages, homes for the 
aged and centres for persons with 



Light of Life 39 ApriL 2017

HIV/AIDS have been started by 
Christians to serve humanity in 
india with a compassionate heart. 
our role in this should continue.

We also need to concentrate 
our concern and compassion on 
cultural and political issues that 
are exploding our States and the 
nation today. And the way to do 
that, perhaps, is to write thought-
provoking (interesting and 
inspiring) articles in newspapers 
and secular magazines, organise 
dialogue sessions with other non-
Christian faith leaders concerning 
prevailing issues facing the 
nation.

this is another essential role for 
a Christian to pursue, provided  
s/he has the gift that motivates the 
ability to serve on compassionate 
grounds. 

Missions

the role of a Christian in india 
is to also participate in missions, 
particularly in contextual setups. 
there are different missionary 
approaches depending upon 
whom we minister to. But none 
of the mission approaches from 
the past or the present seem 
mutually contradictory, but 
together they fill the gaps and 
widen the concept of evangelism 
in context. So, the role of a 
Christian is to find a unique 
approach of evangelism in india 

that allows the cultural response 
of the people to develop at its 
own pace. god is interested in 
seeing a Christ-shaped change in 
every individual and situation.

The Indian Government 

When we obey authority, we 
live in a way that pleases god who 
establishes authorities (rom.13). 
We should respect and obey their 
laws and regulations. As long 
as God has not expressly said 
otherwise (Acts 5:29), we should 
live in obedience to the authority 
that god has placed over us. Why? 
in 1 peter 2:12 peter tells us that 
living in such a way will bring glory 
to god and point more people to 
him. Although there have been 
bad governments throughout 
history, the principle still applies 
that we should obey and honour 
the government (Acts 4:16-18), 
but without compromising our 
faith in god. 

Relationship 

god created us because he 
wanted to have a relationship 
with us. the Bible was written 
so that we can know god and 
experience His love. But when 
we do not respect and honour 
others, we are not honouring god 
who made us and all our fellow-
humans in his image. respecting 
and loving others does not mean 
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compromising with their sinful 
life-style. how, then, do we love 
and respect others?

We can pray for their needs 
and share with them the joy 
of knowing god’s Son, Jesus 
Christ, as our redeemer. there 
is no greater way to honour the 
unsaved than to pray for them and 
share with them the 
precious news of Jesus 
Christ sensitively and 
strategically.

the role of 
the Christian in 
relationship with the 
world is also to set a 
good example before 
the world and to 
comfort and support 
one another (Acts 
8:1,4).

The Economy 

We have to work, support our-
selves and pay our taxes. Chris-
tians are to be an asset, not a li-
ability, to the economy and the 
community. today, high-level jobs 
are in the fields of commerce, 
aviation, advertising, media and 
entertainment, construction, 
banking and financial services. 
We need to encourage Christian 
youths to see where they are gift-
ed and start planning and work-
ing towards equipping them to 

hold key posts in these important 
sectors. 

Revolutionary Christian 

We must remain in a perpetual 
(continuous) state of revolution 
(transformation) towards the 
world. our revolutionary position 
does not depend on us but on the 
holy Spirit working through us. 

Christ chose us that 
we might be ‘salt and 
light’ for the good of 
the world. Unless we 
are the ferment of 
change through the 
gospel, the world will 
continue its suicidal 
course… for it cannot 
save itself.

the role of the Chris-
tian is revolutionary; 
we must never lose 

sight of the revolutionary char-
acter of the Christian faith which 
is progressive. Under god’s direc-
tion, Christians may be sent out 
as proclaimers of the gospel.

The Knowledge Of The Bible

We are to be god’s disciples. We 
are to be as lights to the rest of 
the world, lights of righteousness 
cutting through the darkness of 
sin and ignorance. one of the roles 
of the church is to teach and edify 
the individual Christians and 
bring them to spiritual maturity 
and strength.

The role of the 
Christian is 

revolutionary; we must 
never lose sight of the 

revolutionary character 
of the Christian faith 
which is progressive. 

Under God’s direction, 
Christians may be sent 
out as proclaimers of 

the Gospel.
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Conclusion

for the Christian, life is not 
only historic but apocalyptic (the 
end of the world notion). only 
the Christian is aware of two 
revelation truths: a. We live in a 
fallen world, and b. one day god 
will set things right. 

only the Christian can hold such 
a vision, knowing that in that final 
day ‘all things’ will be confronted 
by judgement and mercy. in other 
words, the Christian lives even 
now as if every day was his/
her last although, historically 
speaking, this is not the end of 
the world. What matters is not 
‘the end of the world’, but the 
present life. 

the role of the Christian in india 
is decisive and truly revolution-
ary (progressive). Christians are 
commanded not to be conformed 
to this world, for conformity to 
the world’s history leads to di-
saster. We must remember that 
the world always tends towards 
disorder; this asks for the Chris-
tians to be in a state of permanent 
revolution. 

Vivek A. Gundimi,  
his wife Esther and their  
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in Bangalore.
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in our great country, the 
talk of the town since 
November 8, 2016, has 

been ‘demonetisation’ of `500 
and `1000 currency notes by the 
Central government purportedly 
to flush out the black money 
(unaccounted and the untaxed 
one) out of the economy. of course, 
this epoch-making move was also 
aimed to break the ‘economical 
backbone’ of the terror operatives 
across the border who primarily 
use these currency notes to 
fund terror activities in our 
country. Subsequently, and quite 
expectedly, the pros and cons 
of this move have been debated 
with vigour from Kashmir to 
Kanyakumari. it is a fair guess, 
too, that the debate on this ‘dicey 
issue’ is not going to die down 
in the coming days what with 
the common man facing the 
consequent cash crunch and all 
the hardships that go with it. 

All this brings us to the spiritual 
dimension of the issue. is 
kaaladhan (the hindi equivalent 
of black money) the root of all ills 
plaguing the indian economy, or is 
the problem mainly of kaalaaman 
(a black, sin-stained heart)? Did 

not a wise soul remark, “At the 
heart of many a social problem, is 
the problem of the heart”? What 
has the Bible to say in the matter 
of money and its appropriate 
usage? how would Jesus the 
Saviour address this problem of 
black money? in this message, i 
have used the acronym W.h.i.t.e. 
with the aim to bring a spiritual 
perspective to the whole issue, 
delving a bit more deeply into the 
subject. 

W-Wreck

Does not the heart-touching ac-
count of total transformation of 
a rich and corrupt tax collector 
Zacchaeus (Lk.19:1-10) stand as 
a shining testimony of the fact 
that our Lord does not merely re-
move ‘cobwebs’ of a problem, but 
rather ‘kills the spider’ (address-
es the root issue...also read Mark 
2:1-5)? to anyone who responds 
to the invitation of the Saviour 
to set right the matters of his 
heart and receives him into his 
‘home’ (read heart – Lk.19:5-6) 
like Zacchaeus, the Saviour who 
has promised a new heart in the 
Scriptures (ezek.36:26) is bound 
to perform a spiritual, painless 
heart-transplantation surgery 
(Col.2:11 tLB). in his own inimi-

WHITE AS SNOW!
Is black money the root of all ills plaguing the Indian economy?

SURESH MANOHARAN
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table way, he would wreck the 
innate, inherent sin nature which 
we have all inherited by default 
from our fallen parents (gen.3:1-
7;rom.3:23;6:23) and in its place 
give a new nature which desires 
to please its Creator in all aspects, 
including finance. Talk of a sin-
stained heart becoming snowy 
white (isa.1:18)! 

picture this scene described 
oh-so-vividly in Luke 19:8. there 
is that erstwhile corrupt, black-
money hoarder Zacchaeus, now 
all contrition, yet joyous and 
spontaneous in his outlook, “Be-
hold, Lord, the half of my goods i 
give to the poor. And if i have de-
frauded anyone of anything, i re-
store it fourfold.” the very name 
Jesus means Saviour (Matt.1:21), 
and who other than him can ac-
complish ‘Missions impossible’ 
like reforming an avaricious, 
tight-fisted sinner into a gener-
ous saint without the threat of an 
income-tax raid! 

H-Holy Spirit

the Scripture not only assures 
us of a new heart, but a new spirit 
as well, for in us the Saviour puts 
his own Spirit at the point of 
regeneration to lead and guide us 
in godly living henceforth (ezek.3
6:27;1Cor.3:16;gal.5:16).

Yes, in a Christian’s life there 
may be Satanic temptations com-
ing his way in the matter of fi-
nances, but as the one in him is 

stronger than the ‘lure of lucre’ 
outside (1Jn.4:4), a child of god is 
well able to stand up and resist, 
making the enemy flee (Jas.4:7). 
By his inner equipping alone, 
god’s children, be it in their re-
spective professions (Col.3:23) 
or ministry, are able to shine 
radiantly for god’s glory, being 
content with what the Lord has 
given to them (1tim.6:6), guided 
as they are by the Scriptural ex-
hortation in Acts 20:35 of giving 
more and taking less’. 

Also, it is the Lord’s Spirit which 
makes a Christian heaven-minded 
(phil.3:20;Col.3:2), filling his 
heart with inexpressible heavenly 
joy at all times (1pet.1:8).

I-Investment

How else can one explain the 
extraordinary charity of the early 
believers, other than by simply 
attributing it to their singular 
heaven-mindedness (Matt.6:19-
21;Acts 4:34)! they were sell-
ing their possessions in order 
to distribute the sales proceeds 
amongst the poor in the church! 
As their focus was solely on heav-
en, no wonder they were invest-
ing ‘their money’ there, and not in 
any perishable gold and silver.

Let the Scripture further exhort 
us in this matter of heavenly 
investment.

“tell those who are rich not to 
be proud and not to trust in their 
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money, which will soon be gone, 
but their pride and trust should 
be in the living god who always 
richly gives us all we need for our 
enjoyment. tell them to use their 
money to do good. they should 
be rich in good works and should 
give happily to those in need, 
always being ready to share with 
others whatever god has given 
them. By doing this they will 
be storing up real treasure for 
themselves in heaven – it is the 
only safe investment for eternity! 
And they will be living a fruitful 
Christian life down here as well” 
(1tim.6:17-19 tLB).

While on the subject, i am 
encouraged to state that while the 
greedily hoarded manna by the 
travelling Jews in their wilderness 
journey got infected with worms 
in less than probably 12 hours 
(Exo.16:20), the one stored in the 
Lord’s presence in the Ark of the 
Covenant (Exo.16:33-34;heb 9:4) 
remained fresh for almost 500 
years.

T-Trustworthy

there is a trustworthy saying 
which goes thus, “While the rich 
are respected, the strong are feared, 
the intelligent are admired, it is 
only the godly who can be trusted.” 

While a Christian employer 
should always be trusted upon to 
be absolutely fair in his financial 
dealings with his employees, a 

Christian employee too, vis-a-
vis his employers, ought to go 
the extra mile in his obligations, 
if the situation demands, not 
always insisting on an ideal 
win-win situation (Matt.5:41). 
Lest yet another important 
financial responsibility should be 
relegated to the background, let 
it also be said that we ought to 
be faithful in paying our tithes to 
our local church and taxes to our 
government duly and dutifully 
(Matt.22:21;rom.13:6-7 tLB).

E-Expectation

We know that news reporting 
takes place by exception rather 
than by rule. remarked a wise 
soul, with his tongue firmly 
planted in his cheek, recently, “it 
is news now-a-days only if there 
are no financial scams in the last 
24 hours,” hinting at the unfailing 
regularity of their occurrence. 

Why demonetisation move 
in the first place, if it is not to 
eliminate the spiralling black 
money and corruption menace? 
is there a silver lining in the dark 
clouds at a time sin is rampant 
and people have become lovers of 
money? (Matt.24:12;2tim.3:2). 
Yes, let’s look at the context of both 
the captioned Scripture portions. 
Were they not both spoken in 
the context of ‘last days’? Ah, the 
good news with a capital g, at this 
juncture, is that the ‘last days’ are 
called so in the infallible Scripture 
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for the simple reason that they 
would not last forever. Soon the 
King of kings would return in the 
clouds to set right the affairs on 
this fallen planet. 

the church where the “Lord’s 
will is done on earth as it is in 
heaven” presently is only a mi-
crocosm of the imminent mil-
lennial age when his plan will be 
accomplished universally from 
the north pole to the south pole 
(isa.2:1-4;rev.2:4) with no ques-
tions asked.

Well, the days of Noah, when 
violence and corruption were 
conspicuous by their presence, 
have returned (just as the Saviour 
prophesied in connection with the 

signs about his Second Coming 
– Lk.17:26) thereby signalling 
the imminent return of the King 
of kings in the mid-sky and the 
rapture of ‘his Bride’ (the church) 
to start with (1thess.4:13-18). 
Subsequently, ‘in due course’ his 
Bride would be ushered in to a 
time and place where there would 
be “no sorrow or pain” (rev.21:4). 
What a hope we have! What a 
blessed hope indeed (tit.2:13)! 
hallelujah! 
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peter was one of the 
greatest disciples of 
Jesus that we know. he is 

wrongly hallowed in the roman 
Catholic religion, but the Bible 
nonetheless identifies Peter as 
being the leader of the twelve 
disciples on the Day of pentecost.

Yet, what i like most about 
peter’s story is that we get to see 
his maturation over time. We get 
to see peter’s highs and lows; so 
many can relate with peter. And 
if we look at his life in entirety, 
we see the shaping of one of 
the greatest disciples of Jesus 
that ever lived. When viewed 
as a whole, peter’s life story is 
glorious, and we can readily 
imitate his faith (heb.13:7).

i would like to look at various 
incidents in peter’s life – and see 
the journey that his life took.

Let’s start with one of peter’s 
earliest interactions with Jesus.

Disciples recognise their own 
sinfulness. One of the first words 
that peter says to Jesus is, “go 
away from me, Lord, for i am a 

THE MAKING OF  
PETER, THE DISCIPLE

Jesus loves those who have a true sense of their own need.

SANDEEP POONEN sinful man” (Lk.5:8). At first, this 
might not sound like the words of 
a future great disciple. But, in fact, 
that very statement shows us the 
heart of peter that Jesus loved.

Jesus had just miraculously 
given Peter a huge haul of fish. 
When peter saw what happened, 
he fell at Jesus’ feet and said these 
words. 

When we think about this,  pe-
ter’s words are rather remark-
able. Peter was a fisherman, so 
this miracle was like winning the 
lottery. peter could have given 
10% of his earnings to the Lord 
and kept the remaining 90% to 
buy a big house.

this would have been perfectly 
fine by the Law. But Peter saw 
something different in Jesus. He 
didn’t see Jesus as a way to prosper 
monetarily. Instead, the miracle 
showed him the holiness of Jesus 
and his own sinfulness.

imagine if this was peter’s 
response, “Stay with me, Lord, 
and let’s advance Your kingdom 
together. You can use my boat to 
preach, and then please fill my 
boat to overflowing with fish. 
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people will see the wealth that 
i have and this will prove what 
You are preaching. people will 
also want what i have, and so will 
follow You!” if peter had done 
this, he would not have been a 
disciple of Jesus. 

peter looked at himself and 
looked at Jesus and was blown 
away by the difference in holiness. 
So peter’s honest response was, 
“Depart from me, Lord, for i am a 
sinful man.”

Jesus loves those who have a 
true sense of their own need. 
Peter’s deep sense of his sinfulness 
was the exact raw material 
that Jesus was looking for in His 
followers. And we find that same 
heart repeated in various other 
stories in Jesus’ lifetime.

The Pharisee and the tax 
collector (Lk.18:9-14). Like 
Peter, the tax collector said, “God, 
be merciful to me, a sinner!” Jesus 
praised this sinful tax collector 
and even said that he went home 
justified. “For everyone who 
exalts himself will be humbled, 
but he who humbles himself will 
be exalted” (v.14).

Jesus wanted nothing to do 
with pharisees who might have 
done many lawful things, but then 
compared themselves to others 
and gloried in their righteous 
acts. Meanwhile, Jesus loved 
those who were honest about 
their condition and saw their 

own need. Such people could 
easily experience the justification 
of god.

So, even though the tax collector 
probably felt the pharisee looked 
down at him with contempt, he 
didn’t despise the pharisee. He 
didn’t worry about the sins of 
others; he was in the house of God 
and looked solely at God’s holiness 
and his own sin. this is how we 
also must be if we want god’s full 
and free justification.

Simon the Pharisee and the 
sinful woman (Lk.7:36-50). We 
also see the same distinction in 
the story of Simon the pharisee 
and the immoral woman who wet 
Jesus’ feet with her tears. one was 
at the top of the religious totem 
pole and the other at the bottom. 
But Jesus was unmoved by how 
people viewed the two. Jesus is 
never impressed by our past track 
record; He is only interested in the 
present condition of our hearts. 
Simon the pharisee might well 
have started off with a sincere 
devotion to god. But somewhere 
along the way, he lost sight of 
who god was, and ended up as a 
self-righteous pharisee. he was 
now so far away from god, that 
he didn’t even recognise the Son 
of God sitting right next to him.

Simon the pharisee’s great sin 
was the deep festering cancer of 
the lack of gratitude and service. 
The heart that lacks gratitude 



Light of Life 51 ApriL 2017

automatically negates a million 
kind deeds done.

The Eleven Disciples and 
Judas (Matt.26:20-25). At the 
last supper, we find a unique 
difference between Judas Iscariot 
and the other eleven disciples.
the eleven were deeply grieved 
at the thought of betraying Jesus, 
and called Jesus as their Lord. But 
Judas was not deeply grieved, and 
saw Jesus only as a rabbi (a good 
teacher). Judas never came to 
view Jesus as his absolute Lord.

how is it with us? if Jesus is 
the Lord of our lives, 
we will be genuinely 
grieved at the thought 
of betraying Jesus. 
When Jesus tells us 
that we would betray 
him, we are genuinely 
grieved that we might 
betray him – because 
Jesus is the Lord of our lives and 
a close personal friend, so much 
more than just a good and wise 
teacher.But if we slip into a life-
style that no longer grieves over 
sin, and we go away from a simple 
and pure devotion to Jesus, then 
we must recognise our true cur-
rent condition. And we must re-
surrender all of our lives to Jesus, 
so that he can be the undisputed 
Lord of every area of our lives.

Disciples always realise that 
they are sinners saved by Je-
sus. peter spoke these words 

when he first met Jesus. But the 
heart of seeing our deep sinful-
ness is not a one-time response. 
Look at paul. At the end of his 
life, he writes to timothy, “it is a 
trustworthy statement, deserv-
ing full acceptance, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners, among whom i am fore-
most of all” (1tim.1:15). Notice 
the present tense: among whom 
i am foremost of all. paul didn’t 
say these words when he had just 
been knocked off his horse on the 
Damascus road. he had estab-

lished several church-
es and had lived with 
great integrity and 
devotion to Jesus. Yet, 
even near the end of 
his life, this was paul’s 
genuine heart, “Jesus 
came into the world 
to save sinners, and 
right now, as i think of 

all the sinners in the world, i still 
stand as the chief and foremost of 
sinners. i still see myself most in 
need of Jesus and his salvation.”

Was paul saying this because he 
kept falling into sin and didn’t live 
a victorious life over sin? Not at 
all; paul sought to always live with 
a clear conscience before god and 
man (Acts 24:16). But yet, as he 
drew closer to the absolutely pure 
light of the life of Jesus, there was 
a greater awareness of the sin 
that still clung to him.

Sin is more than just 
doing wrong things and 

more than failing to 
do right things. Sin is 

best defined in Romans 
3:23 – falling short of 

the glory of God.
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Sin is more than just doing 
wrong things and more than 
failing to do right things. Sin is 
best defined in Romans 3:23 – 
falling short of the glory of god. 
As paul gazed and meditated on 
the glory of Jesus (2Cor.3:18), 
he saw how far away he still was 
from the perfect life of Jesus. Yes, 
he was being transformed into 
the image of Jesus as he stood and 
gazed on the glory of Jesus. But 
that same gazing also brought a 
greater clarity to the immense 
gap between him and Christ!

Conclusion

i simply cannot think of a clearer 
litmus test for true holiness than 
what i infer from 1timothy 
1:15. If I am not growing in the 
awareness of my deep sinfulness, I 
am not growing in the awareness 
of God’s deep love for me. And then, 
one who does not know God’s love 
will not grow in true holiness.

this is a key mark of being a 
disciple of Jesus that we must 
hold fast to. peter’s awareness 
of his own sinfulness was what 
Jesus loved. Jesus did not judge 
Peter superficially by Peter’s 
words (“Depart from me”); he 
saw peter’s heart that recognised 
his own sinfulness (isa.11:3). 
peter had that “honest and good 
heart” (Lk.8:15) that was quick 
to recognise his own brokenness. 
Jesus recognised that peter had 
the good soil in his heart that 
could one day bear much fruit for 
him.

Thus began the extraordinary 
life of peter the disciple.
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OBY CHERIAN

NOTES ALONG 
THE JOURNEY

EATING SKILLS
The meal time is one occasion when we can be aware of the 

Lord’s goodness to us and the food He has given us.

it is in vain that you rise up 
early and go late to rest, 
eating the bread of anxious 

toil” (Psa.127:2 RSV).
A lot of my patients leave with 

at least one antacid medication 
in their prescription. And not 
surprisingly enough, the drug 
‘Nexium’ chalked up worldwide 
sales of almost 8 billion dollars 
in the year 2014, making it one of 
the best sellers for that year; and 
thus continuing a tradition that 
was first started by its earliest 
predecessor way back in 1976. At 
that time Cimetidine became the 
first drug ever to reach more than 
$1 billion a year in sales, thus 
making it the first ‘blockbuster 
drug’.

the fact that anti-acid 
formulations have regularly been 
among the top drugs on the sales 
charts over the last forty years 
should tell us something. Sure! it 
has made a world of a difference 
for those suffering from stomach 
ulcers, but its lasting popularity is 
proof that the cause for increased 

acidity is still very much with 
us. of all the reasons for hyper 
secretion, anxiety is the most 
common. Anxiety is the modern 
man’s constant companion. And 
it shows in the way he eats. the 
Bible is quick to point out this 
association between anxiety and 
poor eating habits. Along with 
anxiety, I feel ‘poor eating habits’ 
are at the root of a host of common 
diseases ranging from non-ulcer 
dyspepsia to reflux oesophagitis 
and ulcer disease.

So what are the signs that we are 
eating the ‘bread of anxious toil’? 
one is the speed at which we eat. 
At times it becomes just like our 
life–fast and furious. often we even 
do it standing up or reading. When 
we do this, the food is not chewed 
properly and so the stomach 
works overtime. it takes a certain 
time for the gut to send signals to 
the brain’s satiation centres in the 
hypothalamo-pituitary axis. If the 
meal is finished before this period, 
it can leave us feeling empty and 
needing those ‘snacks’, the very 
things that add extra tyres around 
the waist.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.

the second is the fact that we 
don’t take the trouble to enjoy our 
meal. We may say grace, but soon 
thereafter we forget to be joyful 
and thankful for what we have 
received. our mind is far away 
after the cares and anxieties of 
the world. even water can have a 
flavour if we take time to taste it.

A recent study in Japan that 
involved more than 3000 people 
proved the harmful effects of 
gobbling down our food. probably 
as a result, they are now taking 
classes in that country to teach 
adults how to eat. 

the meal time is one occasion 
when we can be aware of the 

Lord’s goodness to us and the 
food he has given us. food will 
taste better and so will life itself. 
it will become for us the ‘bread 
of joy’ rather than the ‘bread of 
anxious toil’.

“they followed a daily discipline 
of worship in the temple followed 
by meals at home, every meal a 
celebration, exuberant and joyful, 
as they praised god” (Acts 2:46 
the Message).
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CYRIL GEORGESON

WORD AND 
THE WORLD

ONE LIFE, ONE BRAND

W
OR

D AND THE WORLD

Mila Yiannopoulos – the 
name may not mean 
much to most indian 

readers. in fact, pronouncing his 
surname may be a challenge to 
many. he is of greek origin, as his 
name suggests, and is a British 
journalist who lives in the UK. he 
is an internet-social-phenomenon 
largely, though not exclusively, 
in the UK and the US. he tweets, 
he blogs, he provokes and is not 
apologetic for his extremely 
unorthodox view. He built an 
entire personal brand on political 
incorrectness. 

Brand building

the Patheos website in a blog by 
g. Shane Morris discusses the cul-
ture of personal brands; ‘Building 
your brand’ is incredibly popular 
right now. the idea is, as career 
coaches will tell clients, “You are 
your product.” through endless 
hours of social media posting and 
late nights writing blog entries 
and clawing for clicks, shares, and 
retweets, aspiring commentators 
or authors hope to reach that crit-

ical mass necessary to score in-
terviews, speaking engagements, 
and book deals. the ‘hot take’ has 
become an art form, refined to 
spark the maximum reaction at 
the opportune moment. it doesn’t 
matter how well-considered your 
remarks are, as long as you’re the 
first one to make them during 
that fleeting window of oppor-
tunity. ‘outrageous’ is the name 
of the game, because you’re not 
ultimately selling a piece of writ-
ing or even a provocative opinion. 
You’re selling yourself. recently 
Milo’s personal brand took a big 
hit because of his comments sup-
portive of paedophilia. he lost his 
job, his book contract and major 
speaking invitations by being too 
provocative.

if you’ve concluded that this is 
alien and not true in our context, 
think again. india’s prime Minister 
is a good example of an individual 
who has carefully cultivated a 
brand image for himself. it is 
clearly a personal image and not 
that of a political party, though 
the party may have had its part 
to play in the whole process. if in 
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doubt, ask yourself why no local 
leader is being projected as a 
chief ministerial candidate in any 
of the state elections – past and 
present? it is always restricted to 
the image, ideas and pictures of 
one single individual.

Whether our response is like or 
dislike, it is a response to the image 
and not to the actual individual. 
in this socially-connected-over-
the-net age we really cannot 
know the person behind the 
image – since that is 
a construct. finally, 
even for the individual 
reality soon becomes 
the construct.

It’s Me

But then we may 
surmise that it’s only 
the high-and-mighty 
who are into this. 
Again, reconsider! We 
may not be consciously 
building a brand for 
ourselves, but we may 
be projecting an online persona 
for consumption by our limited 
audience. So we live by the ooh’s 
and ah’s on social media over every 
picture or descriptive post. in 
Times Life, author Manjiri prabhu 
describes the world of social 
media as a minefield “filled with 
comparison and envy, eventually 
leading to depression.” the article 
goes on to say, “All you have to do 
to feel underwhelmed is to open 

your facebook or instagram 
account: the childhood friend is a 
Ceo at 30! the friend with over 
one lakh instagram followers! 
the colleague who takes fancy 
vacations! That girl next door 
showing her svelte figure… the 
list goes on.” And obviously the 
Ceo will not post pictures of his 
daughter’s disappointment at 
his missing her annual day, the 
instagram super-star cannot 
photograph his constant anxiety 

of trying to stay on 
top, and the girl next 
door does not confess 
to her inability to have 
healthy relationships.

research also shows 
that there are two 
kinds of comparisons 
in social media – 
upward comparison 
and downward 
comparison. Upward 
comparison is about 
observing people 
who seem to have it 

better than us, while downward 
comparison is about those who 
seem to have it worse than us. 
With all the material that is posted 
in social media, either consciously 
or otherwise, we engage in one of 
these two kinds of comparisons 
online. it takes its toll on us both 
mentally and even spiritually. 
It can lead to inflated egos or 
depression. in a study by Judith B. 
White and ellen J. Langer it was 

What most people do 
not realise is that the 
comparisons made 

are between an online 
self-branding-image 

projected on one side 
and a real person 
(ourselves) on the 

other side. The first 
is carefully cultivated 
and does not show 

the warts and scars of 
reality.
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discovered that frequent social 
comparisons lead to destructive 
emotions and behaviour. What 
most people do not realise is 
that the comparisons made are 
between an online self-branding-
image projected on one side and 
a real person (ourselves) on the 
other side. The first is carefully 
cultivated and does not show the 
warts and scars of reality.

Unfortunately, this mindset 
has crept into the church with 
individual disciples, Christian 
ministries and even churches 
falling into this trap. the 
comparison may be subtly 
projected in the area of knowledge, 
gifting, fruitfulness and even a 
greater reach and effectiveness.

Comparisons

paul, in 2 Corinthians, also 
engaged in comparisons with 
the false apostles who had been 
misleading the church. But 
look at the way he compared 
himself with them in Chapter 
11. “Are they hebrews? So am i. 
Are they israelites? So am i. Are 
they descendants of Abraham? So 
am i. Are they servants of Christ? 
– i speak as if insane – i more so; 
in far more labours, in far more 
imprisonments, beaten times 
without number, often in danger 
of death. five times i received from 
the Jews thirty-nine lashes. three 
times i was beaten with rods, 
once i was stoned, three times 

i was shipwrecked, a night 
and a day i have spent in the 
deep. i have been on frequent 
journeys, in dangers from 
rivers, dangers from robbers, 
dangers from my countrymen, 
dangers from the gentiles, 
dangers in the city, dangers 
in the wilderness, dangers on 
the sea, dangers among false 
brethren; i have been in labour 
and hardship, through many 
sleepless nights, in hunger 
and thirst, often without food, 
in cold and exposure. Apart 
from such external things, 
there is the daily pressure 
on me of concern for all the 
churches. Who is weak without 
my being weak? Who is led into 
sin without my intense concern? if 
i have to boast, i will boast of what 
pertains to my weakness. the god 
and father of the Lord Jesus, he 
who is blessed forever, knows 
that i am not lying. in Damascus, 
the governor under Aretas the 
king was guarding the city of 
the Damascenes in order to 
seize me, and i was let down in a 
basket through a window in the 
wall, and so escaped his hands.”

As he lays the enormous cost 
of his discipleship, calling and 
ministry before them, he implies 
that the false apostles could 
only do an ‘upward comparison’. 
But then he says, “No! i will 
boast about the areas that will 
enable one to do a ‘downward 
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Shishya Society aims to meet the needs of today’s youth, spiritually,  

physically, and intellectually.  

Teaching children to love and care for each other like Jesus loved us;  

thus the school logo: “Living in Love.”  

School begins at age 3 with Play-group and is presently up to 8th class: 2 sections of  

each class(600+ students) with plans in the near future for 9th and 10th class. 

 

Desirable Attributes 

• Committed, honest believer in Christ, with a sense of call and vision for youth 

• Fluency in English - speaking and writing 

• Some previous teaching experience 

 

*Use the above email address for queries regarding any vacancies. 
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comparison’ with me.” then 
he talks about his early days of 
discipleship where he escaped 
from Damascus to save his life. 
he was ashamed that he did not 
have the courage to stay on and 
face the situation and accept 
the outcome, whatever that may 
have been. After highlighting all 
the sacrifices that he made for 
the kingdom, he could then have 
claimed that it overshadowed his 
cowardice – but he did not. his 
weakness was real as 
was his boast.

paul also believed in 
branding, and he was 
proud of it. And how? 
in the letter to the 
galatians he said that 
he bore on his body the 
brand-marks of Jesus. 
he belonged to brand 
Jesus – and there were 
scars to prove it.

So, what are you now going 
to share on social media? Your 
pedigree, achievements, been-
there-done-that pictures or your 
weakness? What is the brand 
you are building – yourself, 
your organisation or Jesus? C. t. 

Studd wrote a poem which was 
immortalised by the last two 
lines which are repeated at the 
end of every stanza. here are the 
last two stanzas to meditate on.
Oh let my love with fervour burn, 
And from the world now let me 

turn; 
Living for Thee, and Thee alone, 
Bringing Thee pleasure on Thy 

throne; 
Only one life, ’twill soon be past, 
Only what’s done for Christ will 

last.

Only one life, yes only 
one, 

Now let me say, “Thy 
will be done;” 

And when at last I’ll 
hear the call, 

I know I’ll say ’twas 
worth it all; 

Only one life, ’twill 
soon be past, 

Only what’s done for 
Christ will last.”

Cyril Georgeson  
serves with InterServe 

and resides in Mumbai.

So, what are you now 
going to share on social 
media? Your pedigree, 
achievements, been-

there-done-that pictures 
or your weakness? 

What is the brand you 
are building – yourself, 

your organisation or 
Jesus? 

ReadeRs!
IF YOU LIKE THIS MAGAzINE, TELL OTHERS. IF NOT, TELL US.  

EITHER WAY, WE WOULD LIKE TO HEAR FROM YOU.
LIGHT OF LIFE 

P.O.BOx NO.4576, 21, YMCA ROAD, MUMBAI, CENTRAL, MUMBAI 400 008 
E-MAIL: LIGHTOFLIFE1@REDIFFMAIL.COM



Light of Life 62 ApriL 2017

d



Light of Life 63 ApriL 2017

A LEADER’S CLOSING 
WORDS

Why would we choose to serve anyone else but God?

VIJAY THANGIAH

LEADERSHIP  
LESSONS

FROM THE BOOK OF JOSHUA

Under the leadership of 
Joshua, the people of 
israel had invaded and 

inhabited the land of Canaan. 
Joshua is now in the twilight of 
his leadership. So he gathers the 
tribes of israel together and gives 
his closing words to them. he had 
taken a solemn farewell before; 
but as god renewed his strength, 
he desired to improve it for their 
good. We must never think our 
work for god done till our life is 
done. he reminds them of three 
things.
1. Look back into the past and 

see God’s leadership

 In Joshua 24:2 we find Joshua 
telling the people, “this is what 
the Lord, the god of israel, 
says…” and helping them to see 
what god has done for them 
in the past. the emphasis is 

not on his leadership but on 
the leadership of god.

 in verses 2 to 13 while god 
retells the story, god is calling 
israel not just to remember 
the details of her history 
but, more importantly, to 
remember the holy one who 
has been guiding and shaping 
that history.

 A good leader does not boast 
about his accomplishments at 
the end of his life but reminds 
people of what god has done.

2. Look at the present and 
make a choice

 Joshua gives a clarion call to 
the people to make up their 
minds about whom they will 
serve in the light of what god 
has done for them in the past.

 Many quote this verse as if 
to mean, “Choose who you’re 
going serve: god, or something 
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else.” But the real context is, 
“if you don’t want to serve 
god, then choose what you’re 
going to serve.” Are you going 
to serve money? Are you 
going to serve pleasure? Are 
you going to serve fame? Are 
you going to serve 
power? Joshua 
is saying, “if you 
don’t want to serve 
the Lord, then pick 
now what you’re 
going to serve and 
go for it. As for 
me and my house, 
we’re serving 
god.”

 his words are a 
powerful inference 
that the worship 
of god is so highly 
reasonable, necessary, and 
beneficial, and the service 
of idols so absurd, vain, and 
dangerous, that if it were 
left free for all men to take 
their choice, every man in his 
right senses must choose the 
service of god before that of 
idols. to be undecided is to be 
decided. it’s deciding against.

 Joshua doesn’t wait for the 
people to choose; he sets the 
pace and makes his own choice 
first. A good leader leads from 
the front. He cannot expect the 
people to do what he himself 
will not do.

 Look to the future and make 
changes in your present 
to continue to receive the 
blessings from God.

Joshua did not make it easy for 
the people to follow after god. 
When Joshua says in verse 19, 

“You will not be able 
to serve the Lord,” his 
answer is perhaps 
the most shocking 
statement in the 
old testament. But 
Joshua as a leader 
knows the people 
and the seriousness 
of the issue at hand. 
So Joshua demands a 
service with deeper 
motivation.

“Now then,” said 
Joshua, “throw away 

the foreign gods that are among 
you and yield your hearts to the 
Lord, the god of israel.” 

it is impressive to note the great 
influence that Joshua had with 
those of his generation when the 
people were willing to make a 
covenant with god to forsake all 
other gods and follow only him.

A good leader leaves a powerful 
legacy behind for the people to 
follow. 

the book of Joshua ends with 
the completion of the promise 
of the land as they moved from 
egypt. egypt is a ‘type’ of the 

It is impressive to note 
the great influence that 
Joshua had with those 
of his generation when 
the people were willing 

to make a covenant 
with God to forsake all 
other gods and follow 

only Him.

A good leader leaves 
a powerful legacy 

behind for the people 
to follow. 
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After two days of just lying 
there in pain, some workers 
found her and put her on a 
makeshift cot and loaded her 
into their jeep and drove 150 
miles over deep rutted roads 
to find a doctor who could 
set the broken bones. But the 
very bumpy ride damaged 
her bones so badly that her 
hip never completely healed. 
He says, “I visited my mother 
in her mud-covered hut 
several weeks after all of this 
happened. I watched as she 
took two bamboo crutches 
that she had made herself, 
and moved from one place 
to another with her feet just 
dragging behind because 
she had lost all feeling in 
them.” He says, “At age 75, 
with a broken hip, unable 
to stand on her own two 
legs, I thought that I made a 
pretty intelligent suggestion. 
I suggested that she retire.” 
He says, “She turned around 
and looked at me and said, 
‘What value is that? If we try 
to preserve this body just a 
few more years and it is not 
being used for God, of what 
value is that?’ So she kept on 
working. She kept on riding 
her donkey to villages until 
she was 93 years old... And 
she continued to tell people 
about Jesus Christ until she 
died at age 95.”

5. Caleb experienced what God 
had promised!

 He climbed the mountains 
and he defeated the giants 
– he claimed his possession. 
The name of the place Caleb 
inherited used to be called 
Kirjatharba (city of the four 
giants). Now it was named 
Hebron (seat of association 
or fellowship). Caleb refused 
to quit until he had obtained 
everything the Lord had for 
him! He refused to stop until 
he had obtained that place of 
fellowship with God.

 Where are you in your 
personal walk with the 
Lord? Have you entered into 
your victory, or are you still 
wandering around in the 
wilderness struggling day 
to day? God has a place of 
peace and power for you, but 
you must be willing to claim 
your possession. It isn’t for 
the faint-hearted, but it is for 
the faith-hearted. 

 Half-hearted Christians are 
faint-hearted Christians, and 
they never learn to conquer 
the giants in their lives.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.

world and god has brought us up 
out of the world. if he has bought 
us for himself, whom are we 
going to choose to serve?

Why would we choose to serve 
anyone else but god? Love him, 
serve him, and don’t turn from 

Transforming Lives – Individuals, Communities!
Contact information: for application, eligibility, fees, scholarships,curriculum, 

dates,logistics,etc,  emailtraining@jamkhed.org.   
Accommodation and meals are provided on the Crhp campus.

(Crhp), Jamkhed, Maharashtra

Jamkhed International Institute for Training & Research  
in Community Health & Development

Course on Sustainable 
Community Health & Development

Aug. 2017 & Sept. 2017 (or feb. 2018)

To improve your community work,learn . . .

the principles (equity, integration, empowerment) and practice of 
comprehensive community-based  primary health care (CBphC) 

from a sustainable and  international model, by the staff and 
villagers who  pioneered this transforming experience since 

1970,  based on Christian values and Jesus’ model of ministry. 

Comprehensive Rural  
Health Project

MATRIMONIAL

Christian family invites a suitable marriage proposal for their daughter aged 
42yrs. 5.4FT. Slim, fair, God-fearing, M.D. (India) Dr.PH.(USA) working as a 
research scientist in US. Desiring God-fearing suitable boy may please contact 
with photos and all details to Email ID. forhisgrace74@yahoo.com

 
 

the right or the left. if we do, we 
will regret it when we see him 
face to face.

MATRIMONIAL
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GOD’S WAY 
Nahum 1:3(b)

Sermon Outline 

S. RETNAMONY

Nahum 1:3 
- His way is in the whirlwind and the storm. 
- His way is in the clouds.
Psalm 77:13
- His way is in the holy place.
- His way is in the sea.
- His way is in the mighty waters.
In spite of these,
- His footprints were not seen. So,
- God’s way is mysterious and human mind can’t comprehend it.
This God is mighty (Nahum 1:4,5,6)
1. Delivers God’s People (1:7)

v.7. He becomes the refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust Him.
v.12b. God will not affect continuously.
v.13. He will break the yoke and deliver.
v.15b. The wicked will not invade.
Reference: Isaiah 25:4-5
Storm – God is the shelter
Weak – God is the strength
Heat – God is the shade

2. Destroys The Guilty (Punishes) (1:3a)

v.2,3. He takes vengeance. Slow to anger but great in power.
v.8. He will pursue the enemy even in darkness.
v.9. There was no necessity for God to strike the second time.
v.10. Condition of the enemies.
v.11,12. Man cannot plot against God.
v.14. God destroys (nothing can escape).
- Amos 2:14,15,16
- Amos 9:1(b)-4
- Isaiah 25:2
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3. Declares The Good News (1:15)

Nahum 1:15, Isaiah 52:7 and Romans 10:15

a)	 Look	on	the	mountains,	the	feet	of	those	who	bring	good	news	and	proclaim	good	
news (Psa.112:7).

b) Celebrate your festivals, your actions in faith.

c)	 Fulfil	your	vows	–	gratitude;	dedication;	loyalty;	commitment.
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MATRIMONIAL
Protestant Christian Parents invite marriage alliance for their daughter, age 26 years, height 5’3”, fair, 
Masters in Journalism & Mass Communication, Pursuing B.Ed. (2nd year) and teaching Dance in a public 
school. The boy should be career-oriented with suitable professional qualifications.

Please contact: Morris P. James, E-mail: morrisjames1960@gmail.com. Cell:09811101631.

 

North Indian Methodist boy, D.O.B. 17 August 1989, M.B.A. (Finance), C.A. first stage, N.E.T. Pursuing 
M.Com	and	Ph.D.	At	 present	working	as	Asst.	 Professor	 in	 a	 reputed	Christian	 college	 at	 Lucknow.	
Height 5’2”, wheatish, sober and smart, very active in church. We want Hindi speaking highly qualified 
and religious girl with good family background. Please do send details with photograph.

Contact:	Rev.	Dr.	Sunil	Benjamin,	Shanti	Niwas,	Church	Compound,	Daliganj,	 Lucknow-226020,	U.P.,	
India. E-mail: sunil_benjaminevergreen@yahoo.com. Mobile 9839234962.
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Book of Ezra.  New International Version (IBS) or Zondervan
J. FREDRIC DAWSON

Crossword 37

Clues Across
1. the Levities ……… the passover lamb for 

all the exiles, for their brothers the priests 
and for themselves. (ch.      v.      )

6. this person from the descendants of 
Adonikam came from Babylon with ezra 
during the reign of King Artaxerxes. (ch.     
v.      )

8. one of the gatekeepers who married 
foreign women. (ch.      v.      )

9. In the first year of Cyrus, king of Persia, 
the Lord moved his …….. to proclaim the 
return of the Jewish exiles to Jerusalem. 
(ch.      v.     )

10. “But because …. fathers angered the 
god of heaven, he handed them over to 
Nebuchadnezzar the Chaldean, king of 
Babylon” (ch.      v.       )

11. “then the people around them set out 
to discourage the people of Judah and 
make them ……….. to go on building.”  
(ch.      v.       )

12. “o Lord, god of israel, you are righteous! 
We are ……. this day as a remnant.”  
(ch.     v.    )

14. one of the descendants of this man, a 
temple servant, was one of the exiles 

1 2 3 4 5

6 7
8

9 10

11 12
13

14 15 16
17

18

who returned to Jerusalem under the 
leadership of Zerubbabel (ch.    v.        )

15. When the foundation of the temple was 
laid, many older priests, Levites and 
family heads who had seen the former 
temple wept aloud while many others 
shouted for …. (ch.      v.       )

16. “You are also to know that you have…
authority to impose taxes, tribute or 
duty” (ch.   v.     )   

18. “When they arrived at the house of the 
Lord in Jerusalem, some of the heads 
of the families gave free-will offerings 
towards the ……….. of the house of god on 
its site.” (ch.      v.      )

Clues Down 
1. “Cyrus, king of persia, had them brought 

by Mithredath the treasurer, who counted 
them out to …………… the prince of Judah.” 
(ch.     v.       )

2. one of the descendants of Zattu from 
among the other israelites who married 
foreign women (ch.      v.       )

3. one of the descendants of this man, 
a gatekeeper, was one of the exiles 
who returned to Jerusalem under the 
leadership of Zerubbabel. (ch.      v.        )
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4. “Then the exiles who had …………. from 
captivity sacrificed burnt offerings to the 
god of israel.” (ch.      v.       )

5. “then the people of israel – the priests, 
the Levites and the rest of the exiles – 
celebrated the …………… of the house of 
god with joy.” (ch.       v.          )

7. one of the descendants of this man, a 
servant of Solomon, was one of the exiles 

who returned to Jerusalem under the 
leadership of Zerubbabel. (ch.      v.        )

 13.  “i was ashamed to ask the king for 
soldiers and horsemen to protect us from 
the enemies on the ………” (ch.      v.        )

17. 223 men of israel of this place and Bethel 
returned to Jerusalem from captivity.  
(ch.    v.     )

Answers to Crossword No.35 (2 Kings ch.1 to 14 & 2 Chronicles ch.21 to 25)
Clues across: Clues down:

1. Jehoshaphat (2Chro.21:1) 1. Jehonadab (2Kgs.10:15)
7. horse (2 Kgs.5:9)     2. harpist (2Kgs.3:15)
8. alive. (2 Kgs.10:14)   3. siege (2Kgs.6:24)
9. gur (2Kgs.9:27)      4. Azariah (2Kgs.14:21)
10. noise (2Chro.23:12)   5. hair (2Kgs.9:30)
13. house (2Kgs.4:2) 6. treachery (2Kgs.9:23)  
14. at (2Kgs.2:24) 11. ruin (2Kgs.3:19)
15.certainly (2Kgs.1:4) 12. herbs (2Kgs.4:39)
17.Bethshemesh (2Chro.25:21) 15. cut (2Kgs.3:25)

16. ate (2Kgs.6:29)
All correct

D. Alexander, Mumbai, Mah.
A. Sunderraj, Ambernath (e), Mah.
Biswa r. Mohanty, Jamshedpur, Jharkh.
M. edwin, Coimbatore, tN.
elcy Johnas, thane (W), Mah.
Monica Divakar, Solapur, Mah.
D. Hillel Johnson, Vellore, TN.
Lesley J. Birnur, hubballi, Kar.
Suresh K. Silas, Yadgiri, Kar.
B. B. ropmay, Shillong, Megh.
rita i. hukkeri, Mangalore, Kar.

John S. Andrews, Sangli, Mah. (Clues Across-
15 certainly 2Kgs.1:4)
Krishna Bai Charles, tiruchirapalli, tN. 
(Clues Down-2 harpist 2Kgs.3:15)
K. Jessica priscilla, Secunderabad, telan. 
(Clues Across-15 certainly 2Kgs.1:4)
Arun J. Samuel, Mumbai, Mah. (Clues Across-
17 Bethshemesh 2Chro.25:21)
Damara Samadanam, hyderabad, telan. 
(Clues Across-15 certainly 2Kgs.1:4)
Dolly S. Roy, Vadodara, Guj. (Clues Across-13 
house 2Kgs.4:2)
Daisy t. Michael, Coimbatore, tN. (Clues 
Down-4 Azariah 2Kgs.14:21)

Ivor Valentine, Mumbai, Mah.
reny Mathew, Alappuza, Ker.
thelma roberts, hyderabad, telan.
thomas J. pooppally, Mumbai, Mah.
Viola Kumar, Secunderabad, Telan.
Regina L. Victor, Ponda, Goa.
Margaret John, Mira road (e), Mah.
Elizabeth J. Varghese, Mumbai, Mah.
Licy oommachan, Bhopal, Mp.
U. Jayakumar, Secunderabad, telan. 
i. Devanayagam, tiruneveli, tN.

A.t. Lethil, New Delhi. (Clues Down-1 
Johonadab 2Kgs.10:15)
Sushila Muller (Clues Across-15 certainly 
2Kgs.1:4)
Sarita Amanna, Ambernath, Mah. (Clues 
Down-5 hair 2Kgs.9:30)
Natania Daniel, hyderabad, telan. (Clues 
Across-15 certainly 2Kgs.1:4)
John A. Lal, Allahabad, Up. (Clues Across-17 
Bethshemesh 2Chro.25:21)
rani prasanna, Bangalore, Kar. (Clues Down-
16 ate 2Kgs.6:29)
Saramma isaac, Adoor, Ker. (Clues Across-9 
gur 2Kgs.9:27)

One error

Kindly note: Your answer should match word-to-word with the verse quoted in the Crossword.
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News
Promoting Infidelity Not Illegal 
In France!

(TOI): Dating site gleeden can 
keep singing the praises of cheat-
ing, a french court ruled in throw-
ing out a complaint from a federa-
tion of Catholic families that the 
site’s business model is immoral 
and illegal because it encourages 
extra-marital affairs. A Paris civil 
court said that promoting infidelity 
in advertisements wasn’t unlawful 
because adultery isn’t a criminal 
offence in France and that cheating 
on one’s spouse is a private matter.

“it is a victory of freedom of 
speech over religious bigotry,” 
Caroline Mecary, the lawyer for 
gleeden, said. gleeden caters to 
married women and men looking 
to date other married people. the 
french Catholic association had ac-
cused gleeden of helping people 
commit adultery and break one of 
the obligations of marriage. the 
dating site was also seen by the 
group as promoting ‘anti-social be-
haviours’ for business purposes.

“Minorities Are Flourishing In 
India”

(Internet): the Minister of State 
for Home Affairs, Kiren Rijiju, has 
sparked a controversy by saying 
that the population of hindus is 
decreasing in the country. “hindu 

population is reducing in india be-
cause hindus never convert people. 
Minorities in India are flourishing 
unlike some countries around,” the 
minister said in a tweet.

rijiju was responding to the alle-
gations made by the Congress about 
Arunachal pradesh being converted 
into hindu state by the Bharatiya 
Janata party. he also asked the Con-
gress to refrain from making such 
allegations. “Congress should not 
make such provocative statements. 
india is a secular country. All reli-
gious groups enjoy freedom and live 
peacefully,” he said in another tweet.

Books That Deny Holocaust

(HT): Israel’s official Holocaust 
memorial has asked Amazon to 
stop selling literature on its site 
that denies the genocide of 6 mil-
lion Jews during World War 2 and 
otherwise promotes anti-Semi-
tism. Yad Vashem’s director of li-
braries robert rozett said he had 
dispatched a letter to Amazon Ceo 
Jeff Bezos offering his assistance to 
“curb the spread of hatred.” rozett 
said Yad Vashem had approached 
Amazon before on the subject, but 
the internet retailing giant insisted 
it would not halt sales of offensive 
and inciting material, citing free-
dom of information. rozett said he 
hoped that Amazon would recon-
sider its position. 

Hindu Radicals Attack Worship-
pers

(CTI): A mob of hindu radicals, 
disguising themselves as worship-
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pers, attacked the peaceful two-day 
worship event organised jointly by 
12 churches in Badarpur, Delhi, 
beating up the pastors, choir mem-
bers, injuring some and ransacking 
the place.

the worship event, ‘Delhi NCr 
peace festival’, was organised by 
the youths of 12 churches in Delhi 
and faridabad border at Krishna 
garden, Nala road, Badarpur area 
in Southeast Delhi. they had invit-
ed pastor Michael fernandes from 
Mumbai as the main speaker; pas-
tor Sunny Vishwas and Pastor Vijay 
Kothwale from pune were leading 
the worship with the theme, ‘Your 
sorrow will be turned into joy’, tak-
en from John 16:20.

According to one participant, the 
first night of the event went peace-
fully. “Many received the grace of 
god and new hope through the 
gathering as god’s word was pro-
claimed, and many people felt real-
ly graceful and lives were touched 
and changed,” he said. on the sec-
ond night, as the worship began, 
about 15 hindu radicals who dis-
guised themselves as worshippers 
and sat among the crowd suddenly 
marched up to the stage and start-
ed beating up the pastors and the 
choir members, while the police 
were mute spectators, according to 
an eye-witness.

Nepalese Christians 

(MNN): India might have finally 
lifted a four-month-long border 
blockade against Nepal, but be-

tween earthquakes, protests and 
a controversy surrounding their 
new constitution, the people of 
Nepal still have plenty of problems 
to deal with. Joe handley of Asian 
Access says, “the good news is, the 
church is making a huge impact 
on Nepalese communities. “the 
church has reached out and loved 
the community, provided relief and 
goods.”

Although “god is doing stunning 
work,” handley says believers still 
have plenty left to do. in particular, 
communities are concerned about 
reaching lonely villages that pep-
per the mountain ranges, and about 
battling the atrocities of human 
trafficking. “Traffickers are coming 
in and paying off families that can’t 
afford all their children and traf-
ficking them into other countries,” 
says handley. Asian Access estab-
lishes rescue homes where traf-
ficking victims can get their feet 
back underneath them.

Across Nepal, believers are en-
countering unlikely allies who have 
been moved by seeing the love of 
Christ in action. one local leader 
was at a loss after the earthquakes 
hit in 2015. he didn’t know how to 
mobilise help, and nobody was com-
ing in to help him out. Although this 
leader prevented outside Christian 
groups from bringing in aid, a few 
local Christians decided to roll up 
their sleeves and help with disaster 
relief. Several days later he came up 
to one of them and said, “You guys 
are the only ones that are here. You 
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know what? i think i want to check 
out your Jesus.” the man has plant-
ed three new churches throughout 
the mountains within a year.

Religious Controls In China

(HT): religious controls have in-
tensified across China during the 
four-year rule of president Xi Jin-
ping, and authorities have focussed 
on electronic surveillance and tar-
geted social media platforms used 
by believers to bypass online cen-
sorship. Xi has presided over an 
overall increase in religious perse-
cution and four communities have 
borne the brunt – protestant Chris-
tians, tibetan Buddhists, and hui 
and Uyghur Muslims.

religious activities commonly 
practiced around the world, such 
as fasting during the islamic holy 
month of ramzan, can be harshly 
punished in China, said the report 
titled The Battle for China’s Spirit: 
Religious Revival, Repression, and 
Resistance under Xi Jinping from 
Washington-based rights watch-
dog freedom house. the report 
analysed the status of seven reli-
gious groups accounting for some 
350 million people – Chinese Bud-
dhism, taoism, tibetan Buddhism 
and falun gong (banned in China 
since 1999). China officially recog-
nises five religions: Buddhism, Ca-
tholicism, protestantism, taosim 
and islam.
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