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“Come to me,
all who are weary and 
heavy-laden, and

Jesus Said,

I will give you

(Matthew 11:28).
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Light of Life  
Digital Magazine

As announced in the previous issues, the digital version of 
the magazine is available as a PDF document (around 6MB 
in size), which is an exact copy of the print version. The 
document will be password protected and placed for download 
on the Light of Life web site at www.lightoflife-india.com/
dm/dm.html at the beginning of each month. The password 
will be intimated to the subscribers each month by e-mail.The 
document will be available on the site for that month and will 
be replaced by the latest issue each month.

Quite a few subscribers have switched over to the digital 
version of the magazine, and we understand that they are happy 
with the clarity and presentation of its contents. Moreover, 
this eliminates the problem of non-delivery of the magazine 
by the postal staff.

We request you to share this information with your relatives 
and friends, the young generation in particular, and encourage 
them to subscribe for the digital version of the magazine. 
Thank you.

The current subscription rate is Rs. 200 per year. You can 
subscribe by electronic bank transfer to Light of Life savings 
bank account No.003601021256 (IFSC Code ICIC0000036) 
in the Maratha Mandir Branch of ICICI Bank, followed by 
intimating the details by e-mail to:

lightoflife1@rediffmail.com or lightoflife2777@gmail.com.

Or, you can send the subscription through cheque/DD, 
drawn in favour of Light of Life Magazine, to 21-YMCA Road, 
Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400 008; but it is important that 
you send us your e-mail as well as postal address.

Editorial Board
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Enlivening
Appreciated reading the article 

The Power of God’s Word (LOL 
Feb.2016) by Vivek Salins. The 
Scripture quotations are very 
alive, indeed faith-enlivening. 
The article is an eye-opener 
about the power of God’s word 
in an otherwise dry life.

William Rebello, Panjim, Goa.

The Power of God’s Word
The article, The Power of 

God’s Word, by Vivek Salins 
appealed to me very much, 
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YOUR

Appopriate
Christian Yoga? by Latha

Jebackumar (LOL January 2013) is
very appropriate and urgent. The
western Church is already in the
grip of yoga cult. The so-called mar-
tial arts like judo and karate have
the same demonic origin. Many
Christian schools include all these
occult practices in their curriculum
without the knowledge of its origin.
Every true Christian should stay
away from such demonic practices
to keep their body, mind and spirit
holy.

John Samuel, Bangalore

Article On Yoga
I had been planning to write an

article on the inadvisability of  Yoga
for Christians for quite some time.
Somehow I couldn't  do it. Glad that
LOL has published Latha
Jebackumar's Christian Yoga?
(January 2013). 'Christian Yoga'
does not exist. Proverbs 28:26 says,
"A man is a fool to trust himself! But
those who use God's wisdom are
safe." Christianity neither says "No"
to self-confidence nor under-esti-
mates the need to boost one's mo-
rale. Latha has proved beyond
doubt the Satanic deception in the
form of Yoga. Self-examination led
to the fall of the archangel Lucifer.
A popular Tamil lyric begins like
this: manithan enbavan
dheivamaahalaam (man can be-
come God, perhaps a deity). Never!

"I (God) have helped them and
made them strong, yet they turn
against Me" (Hos.7:16). Do you
want to practice Yoga as a physical

Great Blessing
I thank the Lord for this 

wonderful magazine. It is, 
really, a great blessing to me and 
my church, and it gives light 
to show the way of the Lord. 
This is the second month that 
I have received the magazine. 
When I start reading it I forget 
everything, even my food. I could 
experience the presence of God, 
and God speaks to me through 
this magazine. From the bottom 
of my heart, I thank the team of 
Light of Life.

Sambhrama Bebarta, 

So Significant
I'm very glad I'm able to write 

to you after a long time. Thanks 
for the November 2015 issue of 
Light of Life!

I read with avid interest Esther 
Robinson's article, The Three 
Triggers. Esther has so nicely 
concluded her writing: “Let us 
trigger the God-given triple gift 
of talent, time, and talking to 
transform India exactly as the 
Lord Jesus desires to see it.” 

Every word she has used in this 
sentence is so significant. While 
reading this article, I could recall 
my message shared at church, on 
Luke 14 : 27-32. It highlights the 
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particularly the paragraph 
titled, Hardened Hearts, which 
I wish the readers would 
read again. I congratulate the 
writer. This reminds me of an 
evangelist, Augustine Salins, 
who preached powerfully 
in the 1960s and ’70s, when I 
was a youth at Chintamani, 
Karnataka, along with Bro. 
William Shathananda. I 
remember him pleading with 
the congregation, with tears, to 
turn to God and not to harden 
their hearts. May God bless the 
writer and use him further.

P. D. Arthur Prasad, Mysore, 
Karnataka.

Crosswords
Thank you very much for 

sending me LOL regularly. 
The Crossword gives me an 
opportunity to read the Bible 
and know its message. 

K. P. Mohandas, Bidar, 
Karnataka.

Radiant Articles
We as a family are blessed 

by the magazine – with radiant 
articles. May God bless you all. 
I am personally being benefitted 
by the Crossword by Fredric 
Dawson, which enables me to 
study the books of the Bible. 
Leviticus has God-given route 
plan of life with minute details, 
how to live on this earth and 
bring pleasing aroma to our 
God. In Leviticus 25:28 God 
says, “The land is mine and you 
are but aliens and my tenants” 
and the book repeatedly 
announces God saying, “I am 
the Lord your God,” and “I, the 
Lord, am holy – who makes you 
holy.” As God’s children, we are 
really privileged to have a God 
who can make us holy when 
we surrender our lives to Him 
completely. All glory, honour 
and praise to Him alone.

Daisy T. Michael, 
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu.

FLAT ON LEASE AT ANDHERI (EAST) MUMBAI.

I am looking for a believer family to stay in a semi furnished flat, 
located between Andheri East Rly Station and Western  

Express Highway. 
This is a 2 BHK with closed car park.

Interested ?

For more  details please contact me on :email:  andheriflat69@gmail.com 
Mobile:  9930532048
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COMFORT FOR THE WEARY

Come to Me, all who are 
weary and heavy-laden, 
and I will give you 

rest,” Jesus said (Matt.11:28). 
This is His promise for all who 
are tired and getting worn out 
by the struggles of life. All of us 
do not face the same difficulties, 
and God’s comfort also does 
not follow the same formula for 
every problem. Our struggles are 
of various kinds and the comfort 
He gives us is also appropriate 
for the challenges we face.

Perhaps the hardest struggle 
is for people who are trying to 
somehow please God and find 
acceptance with Him. This is 
really the essence of  ‘living 
under the law’—whatever law 
under whichever religion one is 
trying to follow. Trying one’s best 
to live a good life is generally a 
good thing, but it can never meet 
the requirements of the standard 
of God who is altogether holy 
and without blemish. All of us 
will always come short. Going 
for pilgrimages (including to the 

‘Holy Land’), doing good deeds 
of different types, punishing 
oneself or making sacrifices can 
never compensate for all the evil 
we have already done.

Many people falsely assume 
that they are already acceptable 
to God because they are better 
than many others, or have done 
more good things than evil in 
their own lives. But no one can 
meet the standards of the holy 
God. Many others are struggling 
to compensate for their past or 
to live a perfect present. But 
ultimately every one of them 
will grow weary. They are 
always under the uncertainty of 
not knowing whether they are 
or will be accepted by God.

Jesus comes with the offer of 
rest for such people. This is the 
most important thing He has 
come to give us. Without this 
rest, all other forms of comfort 
will have no meaning from the 
point of view of eternity. He 
offers us the rest that comes 
from knowing that we are 
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accepted by God, when we go to 
Him acknowledging our failure 
and helplessness in all honesty 
and humility. He assures us that 
Jesus has taken our punishment 
in our place and therefore we can 
have this acceptance for free. For 
those who accept this offer, the 
relief from the struggle and the 
filling of joy are indescribable. 
God gives us an assurance about 
this in our heart which puts an 
end to the uncertainty about His 
acceptance and the struggle that 
followed (1Jn.5:13).

Another struggle which we 
face in life comes after we have 
been accepted freely by God. 
This struggle is not for finding 
acceptance with Him, even 
though it may look like that 
to those who watch us. This 
struggle is to live right and to do 
the will of God in every area of 
life in order to be pleasing to Him 
and to be a witness for Him. This 
struggle comes because of the 
conflict that is going on inside 
us between the Holy Spirit who 
dwells there and the sinful flesh 
we carry (Gal.5:17). The apostle 
Paul wrote about himself that 
sometimes he was not able to 
do what he really wanted to do 
because of the pressure from his 
flesh (Rom.7:19-20).

There seems to be some 
misunderstanding about this 
among Christians. Some say that 
this type of struggle is what a 

man has who is living under the 
law (trying to find acceptance 
with God through being good 
enough). They say a man who 
has been set free from the law 
through faith in Jesus does not 
face any such struggle, pointing 
out that the law of the Spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus has set him 
free from the law of sin and death 
(Rom.8:2). While people argue 
about this, godly men who have 
lived through the centuries of 
Christianity have testified to this 
inner struggle which they have 
faced. This struggle is not about 
trying to please God in order 
to find acceptance by God, but 
one that wants to be pleasing to 
Him because He has accepted us! 
This tussle is all about making a 
choice every time between the 
prompting of the Spirit and the 
pull of the flesh. God has set us 
free from living under the law to 
living according to the Spirit. But 
then is it automatic that we always 
choose to follow the Spirit?

God comforts us in this struggle 
not by taking away the struggle 
but giving us extra help to make 
the right choice. He works in us 
giving us a greater desire to do 
His will and the strength to do it 
(Php.2:12,13). This comfort is not 
a once for all endowment upon 
us, but one that we can seek and 
enjoy moment by moment. The 
onus is on us to make the choice, 
and He does not do that for us 
in our place.
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God desires that we would 
always make the right choice— 
to do His will. But He is also 
aware that we might slip up 
sometimes due to different 
weaknesses (1Jn.2:1,2). The 
comfort that He has provided 
for us for such times is that we 
can confess our sins, receive 
forgiveness from Him and 
get back on track with Him 
(1Jn.1:9).

Then we face the challenges 
of living in this sin-corrupted 
world. We face unrighteous 
and evil people, injustice, sick-
nesses, natural calamities and 
all the uncertainties of daily life 
here on earth. Our struggles can 
be at the physical level when we 
try to cope with living on earth, 
or at the spiritual level where 
we seek to make sense of things 
in our mind about what we are 
going through and also to stand 
faithful to God. Godly as well 
as ungodly people go through 
such difficulties, and sometimes 
those who want to stand faithful 
to God face greater challenges 
(2Tim.3:12). The comfort which 
God gives here to enable us to 
meet with such situations differs 
from case to case. Sometimes 
He protects us from things that 
are too much for us and some-
times He helps us to endure 
them (1Cor.10:13). Sometimes 
He heals us miraculously, and 
at other times He gives us grace 

to go through sickness without 
giving up. We get supernatural 
answers to our prayers some-
times, but some other times we 
are tested severely in our faith 
as we hold on to Him.

In spite of the different situa-
tions we face and the different 
forms of comfort God gives us 
at different times, there is a com-
mon goal that God has for us 
through all such circumstances. 
That is that through such testings 
of life our mind might become 
renewed to understand His pur-
poses better and that we might 
become transformed to His na-
ture more (Rom.12:1,2;8:28,29). 
This is a goal that we stand in 
danger of missing if we are fo-
cussing only on the earthly com-
fort that we need for the differ-
ent situations.

God’s desire for us is not only 
that we should receive comfort 
from Him, but also that we 
should become able to pass on 
that comfort to the others around 
us (2Cor.1:3,4).  In that way we 
not only become lights in the 
world but also the salt that others 
need (Matt.5:13,14). It all depends 
on how we receive this comfort 
ourselves and also on how we 
recognise our responsibility 
towards the others.

Jacob Ninan  
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scient and omnipotent, but also
sovereign, doing whatever He
pleases (Ps.115:3). No one can
control Him or tell Him what He
should do. At the same time He
answers our prayers and acts
according to our request! He
tells us to ask whatever we want,
but answers us if we pray ac-
cording to His will
(Jn.14:13;1Jn.5:14,15).

This mystery of prayer has
puzzled people throughout
times. Some argue that we
need not pray anything be-
cause anyway God will do
what He wants, and others in-
sist that God will do whatever
we ask. Many times we don't
get what God wants us to get
because we don't ask, and at
other times God doesn't an-
swer because we ask wrongly
(Jas.4:2,3). Many times God
gives us what we need even
without our asking (Mt.5:45).
God's truth here has many
sides, and it would not be right
to take one sided views by ne-
glecting the other sides.

Leaders And Servants
In the kingdom of God, the

greatest ones are those who
serve all (Lk.22:24-27)! Jesus
said that in the world leaders
would lord it over the others,
but in His kingdom they would
serve the others
(Matt.20:25,26). For leaders to
serve seems to be a contradic-
tion in idea as well as practice.
When we look around we see
many Christian leaders who do

not seem to have understood
this and who go on lording it
over the others in their pursuit
of the top position.

Equal But Different
When it comes to husbands

and wives, there is equality in
God's eyes (Gal.3:28), yet there
are differences in roles, and
wives are to submit to their
husbands who are their heads
(Eph.5:22,23)! Some men find
it difficult to accept the fact of
equality and consider women
as if they were an inferior cre-
ation. Some women fight for
equality and find it difficult to
think of submitting to their
husbands. Yet both are truths
from God's word. Actually if
husbands love their wives as
Christ loves the church it
makes it easier for their wives
to submit to them, and if the
wives submit, it makes it
easier for the husbands to love
them!

Conclusion
There would be many other

similar examples we can take
from the Bible. But what this
shows us is that we should re-
sist the temptation to make too
much of a truth which we like
without looking to see if there
are other truths we need in or-
der to get a balanced view.

Jacob Ninan enjoys writing,
speaking and counselling.
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ROMANCING GOD
Kuruvilla Chandy

Using endearments or saying we love someone just isn’t enough.

No one ever addresses 
God as ‘Honey’, ‘Sugar’ 
or ‘Sweetheart’. (Never 

been able to understand the 
logic of these terms and why 
people don’t use ‘chocolate’ 
or ‘ice cream’ as endearments. 
And, what about those who 
don’t like sweets? Should they 
call their dear ones, ‘chicken’ or 
‘biryani’?)

We don’t use endearments 
with God because we shouldn’t 
be sentimental about God. The 
word ‘sentimental’ is defined 
as a condition “prompted by 
feelings of tenderness, sadness, 
or nostalgia.” The Oxford Dic-
tionary & Thesaurus adds that 
the feelings are manifested “in 
an exaggerated, self-indulgent 
way.” If self-indulgence is char-
acteristic of being sentimental, 
then sentimentalism doesn’t fo-
cus on God, but on the self. This 
is seen, for instance, in the ‘pros-
perity gospel’. While it appears 
to get all excited about God, the 
focus is entirely on claiming and 
indulging one’s selfish desires, 
and justifying a life-style of af-
fluence.

Music of Worship
One of the ways in which sen-

timentalism manifests itself in 
Christian gatherings is in the 
music of worship. Many of to-
day’s songs give vent to per-
sonal feelings more than they 
reflect on the graciousness of 
God. Song after song used in 
modern worship is about how 
the participants themselves 
feel. Today’s songs use ‘I’ and 
‘my’ more than the old hymns. 
This is why people say they got 
nothing out of a particular day’s 
worship service. Subconscious-
ly, they seem to think that wor-
ship is for their personal benefit. 
No, worship is not for people to be 
entertained or comforted. It could 
happen, but that isn’t the pur-
pose. The Danish theologian 
Søren Kierkegaard (1813-65) re-
acted to this attitude in his day 
and said that worshippers had 
become like theatregoers, and 
the preacher and choir had be-
come performers. Instead, the 
role of the preacher and choir is 
that of prompters encouraging 
the congregation to enact the 
drama of worship before God. 
The problem with this analogy 
is that God is presented as being 
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a passive spectator at worship.  
God is never passive. His  
presence energises any encoun-
ter. So, we will benefit from wor-
ship, but the only benefit we will 
get is engagement with God. 

Anyway, thinking about the 
tendency to use ‘I’ and ‘my’ more 
in worship songs, I wondered 
if the Bible has any record of 
anyone ever saying “I love you” 
to God. I could not think of any, 
but a search showed that there 
is one psalm (out of 150) that 
says those words to God: “I 
love you, O Lord, my strength” 
(Psa.18:1).

Love
David expressed 

his love for God 
after God had 
delivered him 
from all his 
enemies, especially King Saul. 
When a human loves God, it is 
always only a response to the 
love God has showered on him/
her. As the Bible says, “We love 
Him, because He first loved us” 
(1Jn.4:19).

And then, our love is so much 
less than God’s love. Why did 
He love us while we were not 
worthy of love? “When the 
time was right, the Anointed 
One died for all of us who were 
far from God, powerless, and 
weak. Now it is rare to find 

someone willing to die for an 
upright person, although it’s 
possible that someone may give 
up his life for one who is truly 
good. But think about this: while 
we were wasting our lives in sin, 
God revealed His powerful love 
to us in a tangible display—the 
Anointed One died for us” 
(Rom.5:6-8 Voice).

Love is firstly an act of the will. 
It’s not about one’s likes and 
dislikes. Liking and disliking 
things is instinctive and a 
matter of ‘taste’. Some prefer 
the colour red, while some like 

blue. Some people 
enjoy winters, and 
others don’t. There 
are people who 
don’t like cakes 
and puddings, 
though I just can’t 
comprehend how 

anyone cannot like them.
People do use the word ‘love’ 

to describe how they feel about 
things. For instance, some say, 
“I love ice cream.”But what they 
actually mean is that they like 
certain things.

Love is interactive. It happens 
between one capable of giving 
love and another capable of 
receiving (even if it is not 
received or returned). You 
have to choose whom you offer 
your love to. That is why love 
practises some exclusion. When 

 Love is firstly an act of the 
will. It’s not about one’s 
likes and dislikes. Liking 
and disliking things is 

instinctive and a matter  
of ‘taste’.
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you love someone, you not 
only choose whom you love, 
but whom you will not love. 
When you choose one particular 
person as a spouse, that act of 
choice excludes others from 
that relationship. Previous 
girlfriends or boyfriends have 
to be kept out of that exclusive 
circle.

Obedience
The other thing about love 

is that it is more than words 
of love. Using endearments or 
saying we love someone just 
isn’t enough. That is why the 
Bible says, “Let’s not love in 
words, but in actions” (1Jn.3:18). 
That could be the reason that 
though the psalms sing about 
loving God, almost all the time 
they connect love for God to 
some acts of devotion to a thing 
that represents the invisible 
God. The psalmist talked of 
loving the temple because it 
housed God’s glory (Psa.26:8). 
However, most of the ways in 
which the psalmists expressed 
their love for God was by 
expressing devotion to God’s 
law (119:47,48,97,113,119,127, 
159,163,167). The psalmist said 
that the Law of God was more 
important than the fame of God, 
“I will bow down toward Your 
holy temple and will praise 
Your name for Your unfailing 
love and Your faithfulness, 

for You have so exalted Your 
solemn decree that it surpasses 
Your fame” (138:2 Voice).

Our Lord Jesus affirmed the 
notion that if we love Him, we 
would keep His commandments 
(Jn.14:15;15:10). Paul reiterated 
that idea, and said that the 
command to love was the very 
summary and the fulfilment of 
the Law (Rom.13:8-10;Gal.5:13-
14). John said that, to prove that 
we loved God, we had to love 
people (1Jn.4:20).

In the New Testament too, 
there is one place where a 
person says to the Lord that he 
loves the Lord. It is the occasion 
when Jesus meets with Peter 
and asks him three times 
whether or not he loves Jesus. 
Peter had denied the Lord three 
times, and the Lord gave him an 
opportunity to undo the denial 
by giving him an opportunity 
to affirm love for Jesus three 
times (Jn.21:15-17). Each time 
Peter said that he loved Jesus, 
the Lord charged him with 
responsibility. Three denials, 
three affirmations, but the 
charge was one: feed (nurture/
care for) My sheep.

In the Bible, love is never just 
equated with saying the words, 
“I love you.” Rather, saying the 
words is, as it were, overridden 
by the need to act in obedience 
to what God commands.



Light of Life 16 ApriL 2016



Light of Life 17 ApriL 2016

Become A Kid
I suppose there is only 

one group of persons who 
spontaneously say, “I love you” 
to someone. Little children are 
those who do say to their parents 
(and others who populate their 
lives), “I love you.” They do that 
without giving much thought to 
it. If you were to ask children 
to give reasons for love, they 
would either not be able to do 
so or at best give silly reasons.

Jesus wanted us to become 
like little children (Matt.18:3). 
He asked people to convert into 
being kids!

One of the ways in which 
Jesus wanted us to become like 
little children is in the matter of 
prayer. In a time when prayer 
was formal and ritual, Jesus 
taught that we can call God 
‘Abba’(the Aramaic word that 
means ‘Daddy’ – Lk.11:2). Jesus 
said that only those who follow 
Him would be able to approach 

the Father (Jn.14:6). Paul was so 
astounded by this revolutionary 
teaching of Jesus, that even when 
he wrote his letters in Greek, 
he felt the need to preserve the 
Aramaic word in the midst of 
Greek text (Rom.8:15;Gal.4:6).

In summary, Scripture says, 
only those who ‘follow’ Jesus 
can approach ‘Abba’. When you 
follow someone, you do what 
is commanded or imitate what 
is demonstrated. Loving God is 
loving His Law. If you love, obey.

Look at it any way, love is 
about doing what God has 
shown to be His will for us. 
It is, therefore, no use singing 
love songs to God if we won’t 
obey Him. Jesus said, “Why 
do you call [sing to] me, ‘Lord, 
Lord’, when you don’t do what 
I command?” (Lk.6:46).
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noblest of good works is that of 
believing in Christ. 

On June 15, 1520, Luther was 
excommunicated by the Pope, 
and his works were ordered to 
be burnt. A considerable section 
of Germany was against the 
Pope. With the Bible in his hand, 
Luther defied the Roman Church 
and the Roman Empire. When 
he was put under the ban of 
the Empire, Luther’s friends 
confined him to the castle of 
Wartburg. During this time, he 
translated the New Testament 
into German from the original 
Greek, which was a significant 
aspect of the Reformation 
movement.

In 1534, Luther completed his 
translation of the Old Testament 
into German, composed several 
hymns and designed a protestant 
service book. He died in 1546.

Conclusion
Truly, Martin Luther 

was a remarkable man of 
extraordinary courage and 
spiritual insight. His life and 
work is an inspiration to every 
Christian who carefully handles 
the word of God and guards 
against false doctrines. Every 
true believer in Christ should 
be aware of the fact that he/
she has been given the spirit of 
discernment to discover and 
learn the biblical truths, teach 
others those wonderful truths 
and lead them from spiritual 
darkness to the kingdom of God 
on earth. 
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miraculous gifts may not be 
present in a church. In such 
a situation, James said that 
anyone who is sick is to ask the 
elders of the church to anoint 
him or her and pray for healing, 
and the promise of God is that 
healing will come in answer to 
the prayer of faith (5:13-15). We 
need to have more faith about 
this promise and put it into 
practice among us.

We are indeed living in better 
days. If we were living in the 
time when Jesus was on the 
earth, we would have found 
Jesus “sent only to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel” 
(Matt.15:24). Or, like Martha and 

Mary discovered that just when 
someone was sick unto death, 
Jesus was not there (Jn.11:1-
44). We have the Holy Spirit in 
us and the Holy Spirit is more 
powerful than the spirits that 
inhabit the world (1Jn.4:4). The 
Holy Spirit will empower us 
to glorify Jesus, but we need to 
stop treating Him like a ghost. 
We have to stop ignoring Him. 
We need to let Him have His 
way with us in our lives and in 
our churches. 

Kuruvilla Chandy 
is Pastor of the Grace Bible 

Church, Lucknow.
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GuIlt-tRIp pReAChING
Zac Poonen

Preachers who adopt the guilt-trip method  
of preaching are legalists.

God did not send His 
Son into the world to 
condemn it, but to save 

it” (Jn.3:17TLB).
When we preach God’s word, 

we must not preach it in such a 
way that we make God’s people 
feel guilty and condemned.

The Bible tells us to “encourage 
one another” and to do it “dai-
ly” – if we want to save God’s 
people from “being hardened 
through the deceitfulness of 
sin”(Heb.3:13). That means every 
day, in every message we preach, 
we must encourage the believers 
we preach to. Only thus will we 
be able to save them from sin. 
But Satan deceives us into think-
ing that we can make believers 
more holy and more devoted to 
God by making them feel guilty. 
That is a lie.

The Holy Spirit does indeed 
convict God’s children through 
the preaching of the word. But 
He encourages them at the same 
time too. As we just read, God 
did not send His Son into the 
world to condemn the world 
but to save the world. And God 
did not send His Spirit into the 
church to condemn believers, but 

to encourage them. God is a God 
of encouragement. He always 
lifts up our spirits and gives 
us hope (Rom.15:5;2Cor.1:3,4). 
A ministry of condemnation 
is an old covenant ministry that 
will only lead people to spiri-
tual death (2Cor.3:7-9). The new 
covenant ministry, however, is 
a ministry of life that will lead 
them to godliness.

It is easy to fall into the trap of 
exposing sin in such a way, in 
our preaching, that believers feel 
condemned and guilty. Then we 
have failed in our ministry and 
sent people on a ‘guilt trip’. Such 
man-induced guilt can become 
a prison from which people will 
find it very difficult to extricate 
themselves.

It is a common technique   
among preachers (especially 
when they are young, inexpe-
rienced and insecure, or when 
they feel inferior and want to im-
press people) that they preach a 
high, unrealistic standard of ho-
liness and thus make everyone 
(except themselves!) feel guilty. 

The level of life they preach will 
be something that is impossible 
to achieve. It will be a level that 
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even Jesus and the apostles did 
not preach or ask others to live 
by. These preachers themselves 
do not live by the standards 
they preach. But weak-minded 
believers hear their sermons 
and feel condemned and guilty 
– and get discouraged.

Missionary Work
Most of the challenges given 

to believers in Christian circles, 
to enter into ‘full-time’ Christian 
service or missionary work, are 
based on this ‘guilt-trip’ method. 
The need in various parts of the 
world is stressed by the preacher 
to such an extent 
that the listeners 
feel guilty and 
some of them end 
up quitting their 
jobs in order to go 
out as missionaries. 
But Jesus and 
the apostles never used such 
techniques to send anyone into 
the harvest field of the world. 
Jesus told His apostles to go to 
every nation in the world and to 
make disciples. But He did not 
send them out by making them 
feel guilty by comparing their 
comfortable life in Israel with 
the poverty in other parts of 
the world. It is because of such 
‘guilt-trip’ methods adopted by 
preachers that there is so much 
of shallowness among most 
Christian workers today.

Most of them went forth to 
serve the Lord because they felt 
guilty about remaining in their 
secular jobs, after hearing a 
missionary challenge. God had 
never called them to His service. 
But they went forth, propelled 
by feelings of guilt. Full-time 
Christian work is such a sacred 
task that we have no right to 
engage in it, if God Himself did 
not call us to it.

Giving
Most of the teaching on tith-

ing and giving in Christendom 
today also follows this guilt-trip 

method. Believers 
are made to feel 
terribly guilty for 
not giving money 
for ‘God’s work’. 
Thus they end up 
giving thousands 
of rupees of their 

hard-earned savings to covetous 
preachers for their ‘ministry’. 
This is one of the worst evils 
being perpetrated by preach-
ers today on poor believers – 
and it is all being done ‘in the 
name of Christ’. We never find 
Jesus using such high-pressure 
methods at any time. His word 
was, “If you love Me, keep My 
commandments”(Jn.14:15) . 
He told Peter, “If you love Me 
more than everything else, then 
take care of My sheep and feed 

 Full-time Christian work is 
such a sacred task that we 
have no right to engage in 
it, if God Himself did not 

call us to it.
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them” (Jn.21:15-17). God loves 
only those who obey Him cheer-
fully (2Cor.9:7).

This is God’s way in the new 
covenant – the way of free, vol-
untary, joyful service, without 
any soulish pressure being ap-
plied by any preacher. We must 
learn to distinguish between 
the soulish pressure that clever 
preachers put upon us and the 
gentle leading of the Holy Spirit. 
When demons pos-
sess people, they 
take away their 
freedom of choice 
and control them 
totally. The Holy 
Spirit, on the other 
hand, never pos-
sesses people. He 
fills them. The dif-
ference is that He 
never takes away 
their freedom of 
choice, but gives 
them total freedom, even after 
He has filled them. The Holy 
Spirit will never take away our 
free will, nor will He pressurise 
us, as Satan and many preachers 
seek to do.

We must discern ‘guilt-trip’ 
sermons immediately and reject 
them in our minds at once, if we 
want to walk in the freedom of 
the Spirit.

In my younger days, when I 
did not understand what it was 
to be a new-covenant servant, I 
too did a lot of legalistic, guilt-
trip preaching. But I repented 
of it and gave it up long ago. 
“When I was a child, I thought 
like a child and spoke like a child. 
But when I grew up, I put away 
childish things” (1Cor.13:11).

Conviction of The Holy 
Spirit

Every preacher 
who adopts the 
guilt-trip method 
of preaching is a le-
galist. But he does 
not know this. The 
worst legalists are 
those who preach 
from the New Tes-
tament in the spirit 
of the old covenant. 
They imagine that 
they are preach-

ing the new covenant, but they 
have been deceived by Satan to 
preach the letter of the new cov-
enant without entering into the 
spirit of the new covenant. The 
new covenant is not a gospel of 
the letter, but of the spirit. The 
words that Jesus spoke were 
‘spirit and life’(Jn.6:63).

The ministry of the Spirit is 
never one of compulsion or 
condemnation, but always one 

 When demons possess 
people, they take away 

their freedom of choice and 
control them totally. The 
Holy Spirit, on the other 

hand, never possesses 
people. He fills them. The 
difference is that He never 
takes away their freedom of 
choice, but gives them total 
freedom, even after He has 

filled them. 
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of encouragement and hope. 
God is the” lifter of our heads” 
(Psa.3:3), not the ‘lowerer of our 
heads’. He never tries to shame 
us into obeying Him. School 
teachers may try to shame their 
students into obedience. But 
loving fathers will never do that. 
They get their children to obey 
them cheerfully, by encouraging 
them (1Cor.4:14,15). It is by our 
attitude to our flock in this area 
that we can discover whether 
we are teachers or fathers. Our 
churches do not need teachers. 
We need more fathers.

We need to distinguish  
between the conviction of the 
Holy Spirit and the  
condemnation of 
the Law.  Guilt-
trip preaching 
leads people to be 
discouraged and to condemn 
themselves. Therefore, they can-
not come into a life of freedom 
in the Spirit and become over-
comers. 

Whenever a preacher adopts 
this guilt-trip method, it indi-
cates that he does not really 
know the Lord, or the ways of 
the Holy Spirit. It proves that 
his knowledge of the Bible is 
poor. And he is also dishonest – 
for he cannot possibly be living 
by the standards he preaches. 
Jesus did first and then taught 
(Acts.1:1). But these preachers, 

like the Pharisees of old, “load 
you with impossible demands 
that they themselves don’t even 
try to keep” (Matt.23:3,4TLB). 

Poor In Spirit
It is impossible to have genu-

ine fellowship with a guilt-trip 
preacher, for he is not poor in 
spirit. The ‘poor in spirit’ are 
defined in the Amplified Bible 
as “those who rate themselves 
as insignificant” (Matt. 5:3). I  
have met very few preachers 
who would consider themselves 
as insignificant. The airs with 
which most preachers preach 
proclaims to everyone that they 

rate themselves 
as ‘very, very im-
portant people’ 
compared to the 
ordinary believers 

in their congregations! I always 
switch off inwardly when lis-
tening to such men, for I know 
that I cannot receive anything of 
eternal value from such proud 
people. Such preachers are in-
fected by the spirit of the Ac-
cuser and that is why their guilt-
trip preaching consists mainly 
of accusing others of not mea-
suring up to God’s standards. 
They imagine themselves to 
be ‘prophets’, but they lack the 
compassion of genuine prophets. 
Such arrogant preachers cannot 
possess the kingdom of heaven 
(Matt.5:3). And so they cannot 

 Our churches do not need 
teachers. We need more 

fathers.
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 We need to distinguish  
between the conviction of 
the Holy Spirit and the  

condemnation of the Law.

lead others into the freedom 
of the Spirit (that characterises 
the kingdom of heaven). Such 
preachers will nev-
er be able to build 
a brotherhood or a 
local expression of 
the Body of Christ 
anywhere. They 
will only be able 
to build congregations of their 
own admirers.

I have noticed that it is usually 
young men who indulge in 
‘guilt-trip preaching’. But I 
have also seen that if such 
young men do not judge 
themselves and seek to grow 
in grace, they will remain 
unchanged even when they are 
old men and become elders of 
churches. 

Let us, therefore, ensure 
that we never use the guilt-trip 
method in our preaching to 
try and convict others of their 

failure to obey 
God. Let us never 
allow any preacher 
to send us on a 
guilt trip through 
his preaching. Let 
us repent of being 

legalistic teachers and seek to 
be fathers instead. The glory 
of our Lord was seen in the 
fullness of grace and truth that 
was manifested in His life and 
in His words throughout His 
earthly days (Jn.1:14). May that 
glory be manifested through us 
too. Amen.

Zac Poonen  
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God lived among us in the 
person of Jesus Christ and 
demonstrated His love to us 
even when we were lost in sin 
and ignorant about our eternal 
destiny. It is time that we 
understand our true destiny 
and make our journey meaning 

ful and triumphant to win the 
prize (Php.3:14).
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Characteristics Of A Church 
Where God Resides

A church where God is present will be a body that is 
rightly responding to God and to one another.

•	 Reverence	 (healthy	 fear)	 for	 the	 Lord	 (Acts.	 2:	 
42-43)

•	 Doctrinally	sound	and	revelational	preaching	(as	from	
ones	who	have	been	with	Jesus)	(Acts.4:13;2:42)

•	 Fervent	prayer	(Acts.1:14;6:4;12:5)

•	 Extravagant	love	and	fervent	fellowship	(sacrificing	
for	and	loving	one	another)	(1Pet.4:8;	Acts.2:	44-45)

•	 Singing	and	praising,	not	watching	others	perform	
(Eph.5:19;1Cor.12:3)

•	 Gifts	 are	 present	 (even	 ones	 that	 make	 us	
uncomfortable),	but	all	under	authority	(1Cor.12)

•	 Gracious	 spirits	 over	 grumbling	 ones	 (Eph.5:20;	
Acts.4:33)

•	 Extravagant	giving	(2Cor.9:1-6)

•	 Cultural	diversity	(Acts.2)

•	 People	stay	and	‘bend-in’	when	storms	arise,	and	do	
not	scatter	(2Tim.3:12;	Php.1:7;Eph.5:21)

This	is	not	an	exhaustive	list!	Simply	my	top	10.	

Don Logan 
Eternal	Church,	SC,	USA.
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Be ANGRY, DO NOt SIN
Jebaraj D. G.

On a   Saturday   after-
noon, reprimanded 
by his supervisor for 

dereliction of duty, an employ-
ee of the services department 
in a multi-storied building re-
turned home simmering with 
rage. Back on duty the following 
Monday, still boiling with an-
ger, he chased the supervisor to 
the sixth floor and slit his throat 
with a knife to avenge the hu-
miliation. Knowing that the su-
pervisor survived the attack, he 
ran to the 16th floor intending to 
commit suicide by jumping off 
the parapet. But before he could 
do that, the cops arrived and  
arrested him.

Provoking To Anger
While I was pondering this 

horrific incident, which was 
triggered by the uncontrolled 
anger of a man against his 
supervisor, who only did what 
was right and just, I couldn’t 
help but think about God’s 
anger! “Do I worship an angry 
God?” I asked myself. In Exodus 
4:14, we read that God’s anger 
burned against Moses, because 
Moses asked God several 
questions and gave excuses 
when God told him to go to 

Pharaoh to deliver the Israelites 
from their bondage. Don’t we 
sometimes give excuses and 
argue with God when He gives 
us an assignment which we are 
scared, sometimes reluctant, to 
take up? When we, who claim 
to be God’s children, disobey 
or obey reluctantly, we provoke 
Him to anger.

Then in Judges 2:12-14 we 
see the Israelites provoking 
the Lord to anger bytheir evil 
deeds and idol worship.Today, 
we may not worship idols 
made of stone, wood, gold and 
silver; we may not indulge in 
gross and blatant sinful acts, 
as did the Israelites. However, 
aren’t we sometimes guilty of 
being insincere or slothful in 
our attitude or in the way we 
respond to God when He speaks 
to us? Do we serve Him gladly, 
no matter what the cost? Is our 
sole goal in life to ensure that 
we and our families have all the 
material wealth we desire and 
a secure future? Let us beware 
of the danger of provoking 
our loving heavenly Father to 
anger by ignoring Him and 
preventing Him from having 
His way in our lives.
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Anger–Righteous And Sinful
There are broadly two 

categories of anger: righteous 
and sinful. To be angry is 
not sin in itself. Anger is an 
emotion which can be expressed 
appropriately, rather than 
suppressed. Jesus got angry 
when He saw injustice and 
when the rights of the poor were 
violated. Bill Hybels terms such 
anger as ‘holy discontentment’.
We manifest unrighteous or 
sinful anger in different ways 
when we cannot have our own 
way, when our ego or self-
esteem is wounded or when 
we are physically or verbally 
abused. Such anger is toxic to 
one’s soul, and it preys on the 
victim.

When Jesus was abused, 
whipped, beaten and nailed to 
the cross, He didn’t retaliate in 
anger, nor did He have self-pity. 
He loved His persecutors and 
prayed that His Father would 
forgive them.

Am I angry with God for being 
denied power and position, 
wealth and privileges even 
though I deserved them?Am 
I weary of waiting on God in 
prayer?

Anger is like acid. Mark 
Twain said, “Anger is an acid 
that can do more harm to the 
vessel in which it is stored 

than to anything on which it is 
poured.”

Victory Over Anger
About our motives and the 

message we communicate, 
Ravi Zacharias once said, “In-
tent is prior to content.” While 
most of us are concerned with 
the content, God cares also for 
the intent. A typical example is 
the messages in some churches, 
seminaries and devotions in 
Christian organisations. One 
is amazed at how some people 
burn the midnight oil search-
ing the Scriptures and referring 
to concordances with the sole 
intent to taunt, get even, seek 
revenge or prove a point! How 
hollow! Drawing a lesson from 
Cain and Abel’s story, Ravi says, 
“Where hate lives reason dies.” 
When jealousy was the intent, 
murder was not far.

Kara Tippets, who passed 
away after a long battle with 
cancer, wrote a book, The 
Hardest Peace. Kara had several 
reasons to get angry with God. 
However, her response is worth 
emulating by every follower of 
Christ. She not only bore the 
pain with a smile, but lived 
a challenging life, advocated 
for several cancer patients 
and even prayed for the next 
woman who would replace her 
in her husband Jason’s life. She 
said, “I took the less travelled 
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way, and that made all the 
difference.”

Psalm 4:4 provides the licence 
to “be angry,” but with a rider, 
“do not sin.” It also provides 
four applications when one is in 
that state: meditate, be still, offer 
sacrifice and trust in God.

Whether one is a young, 
emerging leader or a seasoned 

Jebaraj D. G.  
serves as Regional Director 

for South Asia with 
Compassion  International 

based in Kolkata.

and established leader, each one 
is called to ‘detox’ their heart and 
prepare their souls for eternity.
Let us give our hearts and souls 
a good ‘detox’.
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for our sins. For our sins He 
bled and died. Our forgiveness 
was at the cost of His precious life. 
The Father is always waiting 
to embrace His children with a 
forgiving heart.

The truth is that many people 
say they forgive, but they never 
forget. Have you forgiven those 
who have caused the ills and 
hurts in your life and forgotten 
the unpleasant and painful 
experiences? If not, then ask 
God to give you His grace to do 

Swapna Peter  
is working as senior 

HR professional, lives 
in Mumbai 

so. Let us focus on Christ Jesus, 
who has paid a huge price to 
redeem us from our sins, and 
He will help us to forgive and 
forget. 

When our stubborn heart changes 
to a forgiving heart, Jesus Christ is 
glorified in our lives.
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eDuCAtION AND JeSuS
Jacob Ahmed

All that Jesus taught and practised can truly enlighten our world.

The goal of education 
ought  to be economic 
and social develop-

ment, and harmony, love and 
unity among mankind; and the 
purpose of education should 
be to eradicate corruption, dis-
crimination and violence in so-
ciety. Any agenda that does not 
bring love and harmony in hu-
man society frustrates the very 
goal and purpose of educating 
the people. Although religion 
came before formal education, 
both went hand-in-hand as 
moral and spiritual lives of peo-
ple were moulded by religious 
norms and practices. Without 
religion there cannot be educa-
tion. While modern education 
has emerged to control human 
life in different ways  and by 
different means, religious and 
ethical practices in the past, like 
love, respect, honesty, sincerity 
and integrity, were themselves 
the ‘education’ of human soci-
ety. Our life reflects our educa-
tion and our education reflects 
our faith and practice (religion). 

Holistic Education
Most of us humans know and 

recognise God in different ways 

and revere the Scriptures we 
believe are God’s revelations 
and teachings on spiritual and 
ethical matters. Education, in 
simple terms, is the medium 
through which one’s character 
is built. An uneducated person, 
obviously, cannot educate 
others. Since the moral part 
of our life originates from the 
faith and the Scriptures we 
profess and practice, education 
that  excludes morals and ethics 
is vain. Education is not just 
reading, writing and acquiring 
knowledge; it is  a life-long  
process that transforms a 
human’s character into a loving, 
caring and gentle person and 
develops the required skills to be 
a useful and productive citizen. 
We may be considered educated 
because of our academic 
qualifications and position; 
but true, holistic education is 
one that promotes peace and 
harmony in a diverse society.

If an activist or a political 
leader has ill feelings or a 
negative attitude towards 
another community, he is not 
educated in the real sense of the 
word. Communal feelings, if 
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left unchecked, can poison and 
kill the real goal and purpose of 
education. An educated leader 
who espouses democratic and 
secular values will govern 
with justice and truth; when 
he recognises and respects 
the freedom of the people in a 
secular society (provided the 
freedom is not abused), peace, 
harmony and prosperity are 
bound to follow.

The Teachings of Jesus
In the light of the above 

observations, let us study the 
teachings of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and their application 
to our lives. Love, sacrifice, 
selfless service, forgiveness, 
compassionate heart for the poor 
and oppressed, and devotion to 
God, are the hallmarks of the 
teachings of Jesus Christ, the 
greatest teacher of all time. Jesus 
claimed, and proved by His 
life, to be the light of the world 
(Jn.8:12). Jews, particularly their 
religious leaders, were always 
against the teachings and work 
of Jesus because He exposed 
their hypocrisy. In Jewish 
society children and women 
were looked down upon and 
denied freedom of speech. For 
the Jewish religious leaders and 
Pharisees, rituals, festivals and 
the outward observance of the 
laws were more important than 
truth and the human soul. They 

opposed Jesus and His teachings 
that stressed the eternal values of 
God’s kingdom, wilfully turning 
a blind eye to the practical 
ways Jesus demonstrated His 
teachings by loving, helping 
and accepting all kinds of 
people, even those whom the 
Jews rejected as outcasts – the 
tax collectors, the adulterers, the 
lepers and the prostitutes. Jesus 
accepted everyone equally and 
knew they could be changed if 
they are loved and accepted.

Jesus taught that man is 
greater than the law. Law is for 
man, not the other way around. 
He gave everyone proper place 
and right in society. For Him, 
transformation of the heart and 
mind was more important than 
anything else. Jesus’ parables 
and the Sermon on the Mount 
taught several lessons about 
His kingdom and its values. He 
taught that humility is the key to 
true success in life. He preached 
the message of non-violence 
and unconditional forgiveness. 
He taught the meaning of self-
sacrifice – if the seed does not 
die, there is no tree and no fruits. 
He loved the poor and lowly.

The Light of the World
Jesus, the light of the world, 

is the only divine source 
who, if allowed, will en-
lighten the education system 
that has lost its real goal and 
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purpose in this Dark Age. 
What we learn from Jesus – 
1. Forgive enemies and practise 

non-violence.
2. Love and sacrifice for others.
3. Counsel the dejected, the 

rejected and the heart-
broken.

4. Treat everyone as equal.
5. Love and accept children 

and women in society.
7. Be humble.
8. Have faith in God.
9. Be a light in the darkness.

All that Jesus taught and 
practised can truly enlighten 
our world.

What, then, is ‘light’ in the 
context of education? Light 
enables people to see who they 
are and what they can do when 
they are empowered by the 
education that is firmly founded 
on love, harmony, justice, 
equality and truth – the eternal 
values of God’s kingdom.

There is a lasting impact of 
Christ in Christianity, and 
there can be a significant 
impact of Christianity in 
education.

Jacob Ahmed 
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Grace H.S.School and Grace 
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meetings.
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GRACe AND WIllINGNeSS
Jacob Ninan

Can we understand why our fruit varies from 30 to 100 fold?

When the old covenant 
was declared to the 
people of Israel, they 

promised God that they would 
keep all that He asked them to 
do (Exo.19:8). They were willing 
to obey God in everything, but 
did not know that they didn’t 
have the ability in themselves 
to do it. God allowed them to 
try for thousands of years and 
discover that no one was able 
to keep the whole Law. God 
knew this already 
(Psa.14:3), but He 
waited till they 
saw it themselves. 
Then God came  
with the new 
covenant where 
the criterion for acceptance with 
God is no longer keeping the 
Law, but faith through grace 
(Eph.2:8,9). 

When someone repents from 
his sins and turns to God in 
faith, trusting in God’s provi-
sion for his forgiveness and ac-
ceptance because Jesus has paid 
his ransom, God washes away 
all his sins with the blood of  
Jesus. He justifies him, just as if 
he had never sinned, by count-
ing the righteousness of Jesus 
into his account. He adopts him 
as a child of God. He begins to 

work in him, transforming him 
little by little into the character 
of Jesus. 

Will God do this for us people 
even if we are not interested in 
it? It is not in His nature to force 
anything on unwilling people. 
The picture of Jesus standing 
outside an uninterested church 
and knocking on its door 
(Rev.3:20) is typical of His 
ways. The point is, how can we 

become more like 
Jesus if we are not 
interested in it? 
How can it happen 
if what we are  
really interested 
in is only our 
earthly prosperity, 

more comfort, promotions, 
sightseeing, better gadgets, etc.? 
Do we presume that part of 
grace (unmerited favour) means 
that God will transform us even 
if we are not interested in it?

God said through His prophets 
that He was going to bring a 
new covenant to His people 
(Jer.31:33, 34; Ezek. 36:27-29). The  
essence of this covenant is 
that He would transform our 
lives from the inside. But He 
qualified the offer by saying 
that He would do it only if we 
asked for it (Ezek.36:37). This 

 Do we presume that part 
of grace (unmerited favour) 

means that God will 
transform us even if we are 

not interested in it?
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MISSION INDIA THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
Accredited by Asia Theological Association (ATA) 

Post Box: 2, Wadi-P.O. Nagpur – 440023, M.S.

!!ADMISSIONS OPEN!!
Outstanding Features 

 Well qualified and experienced residential faculty.
 A Spacious 32-acre splendid campus with adequate facilities for men 

and women separately.
 Technical courses for all theological students. 
 Individual attention on every student.
 Freedom for spiritual growth.
 Various projects on Community Development. 
 Scholarships for deserving candidates.

Course Eligibility Duration Medium
Certificate in Theology  8th Pass 1 Year Hindi/Marathi
Diploma in Theology 10th Pass 2 Years English
Bachelor of Theology 12th Pass 3 Years English
Master of Divinity Residential & 
Non Residential 

Graduation 
/B.Th.

2/3 Years English

Master of Theology (Missiology) / 
Christian Counseling

M.Div. /B.D. / 
Equivalent.

2/3 Years English

Write for an application and prospectus by sending Rs. 200/- through M.O. to the 
Registrar at the address given below. Last date to receive filled application is May 
15, 2016.

*** For more information contact***
The Registrar Phone: (0712 ) 2500111, Fax :25000193
Mission India Theological Seminary Cell: 08007110209, 0753106517
Khadgaon, Kalambi-Post, Kalmeshwar-Tehsil E-mail: suchetamits@gmail.com
Nagpur-Dist, Maharashtra-441501 Website: www.mits-india.org

Classes commence in the month of June every year.
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means that He wants us to long 
for it, ask for it and pursue after 
it. Now we can understand 
why, among all the people who 
come to God, our fruit varies 
from 30 to 100 fold. Some do 
not even bear any fruit at all, 
and Jesus warns us that such 
people are going to be thrown 
out (Rev.3:15,16Jn.15:2,6). 

Perhaps some people are not 
interested in it because no one 
told them that this is the biggest 
thing God has prepared for 
them. Perhaps what they have 
heard from the so-called leaders 
is about how they can multiply 
their income by a hundred 
fold by giving God a tenth of 
their income, or that whatever 

problem they face can be solved 
by sending a certain amount of 
money to some organisation! 
No wonder people are starved 
of the truth, and they are 
suffering from the lack of the 
only thing that can set them free 
(Jn.8:32). Ultimately they all get 
disappointed. 

Darkness is increasing over the 
earth, and confusion is reigning. 
Let us be the light of this world 
(Matt.5:14) till Jesus comes, even 
if our voice is small.

A CHRISTIAN APOLOGETICS Ministry
based in Chennai 

Needs 
Executive -Christian Research Studies on voluntary basis

Key responsibilities

Support activities in the writing of a book which includes taking notes, doing research 
through Google as well as visiting libraries, preparing comparison studies, etc. Apart from 
that to work on the website to load newsletters, etc. 

Looking for 

Retired but energetic intellectuals who are prayerful & anointed Christians with good writing 
skills in English. Should be able to take up work with time commitment and can come for 
work regularly only need apply. Must be computer savvy. A small honorarium only will be 
paid. 

About the Ministry

This Ministry is self-supported and run by an Industrial Relations Advisor having his own 
Consulting firm in Chennai. He has authored articles and books on 2nd coming and also 
written on apologetics & edited an E-Newsletter etc.  

Suitable persons please send your CV to pauljames7@live.com. 
A-4/3 Gemini Parsn Apartments, 599 Mount Road, Chennai-600 006 

You may call to +91-9566082853 for any clarification.   

Jacob Ninan is a Bible 
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helping people with their 
spiritual, psychological and 

relationship problems. He 
lives in Bangalore.
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ACTS ACADEMY OF HIGHER EDUCATION
Applications are invited for a unique integrated programme leading to the following  
ATA accredited degrees: 

 Campus Based Programmes

Diploma in Life Skills (2 years) - Entrance 10th std

Bachelor of Arts in Ministry (3 years) - Entrance 12th std/PUC

Master of Divinity (2 years) - Entrance B. Th/B.A in Ministry

Master of Divinity (3 years) - Entrance any university degree

Integrated academic, vocational training and practical ministry  
is part of the curriculum

 Distance Education

Bachelor of Arts in Ministry - Entrance 12th std/PUC

Master of Divinity - Entrance B. Th/B.A in Ministry

Master of Divinity - Entrance any university degree

Master of Theology - Entrance Master of Divinity 

Doctor of Ministry - Entrance M. Div with 10 years experience

Doctor of Philosophy - Entrance M. Th

 Programmes offered in collaboration with Centre for Religious Studies, 
Andhra University, Visakhapatnam:

M. Phil & Ph. D:   

Eligibility - M. A in Religious Studies from Andhra University

  M.A in Christian Studies from a recognized university 

  Master of Divinity (ATA/Serampore)

      Master of Theology (ATA/Serampore) 

For prospectus and application form send DD favouring ACTS Academy of Higher Educa-
tion for

• Diploma/B.A – Rs.200/-       * M. Div/M.Th - Rs.250/-      *D.Min/Ph.D – Rs.500/-

The Registrar,  
ACTS Academy of Higher Education, 

54 KHB Colony, 5th Block, 
Koramangala, Bangalore 560 095 

e-mail: registrar@actsacademy.in & actsinst@blr.vsnl.net.in 
Tel: 080 – 25741735/25741736  (Campus)   25531154/25534103 (Head Office)

LAST DATE FOR RECEIVING APPLICATION: 31 May 2016
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the BROKeN VeSSel
Jili Grace Koshy

POEM

A broken vessel was I, 
Not knowing how to mend myself. 
Broken to bits and thrown away as waste, 
Like a jigsaw puzzle waiting to be fitted together. 
In vain I tried gluing myself together, lest I fell apart. 
But ’twas God who, in His mercy, 
Took the steering wheel from my hands, 
’Cos I couldn’t do it on my own. 
He gave me one more chance.

In life’s struggles, as the years go by,  
When truth and justice vanish from our land,  
And peace eludes the seeker, 
There again, I became wounded,   
Weary, helpless and broken,  
Desperately in need of moulding and mending,  
Desperately in need of the cover of His wings.

So this year, O Lord, here I come again, 
Just as I am, without one plea! 
To You, my Creator, pray re-create me. 
Create in me a clean heart;  
Renew a right spirit within me. 
You are the Potter, pray mend me; 
You are the Doctor, pray heal my wounds 
And lead me in the way everlasting.

MATRIMONIAL
Parents of 34-yr-old daughter, approx 5’5”, wheatish complexion, seek alliance from a born 
again groom between 34-39 yrs with graduate/post-gaduate degree. Bride is presently in 

fellowship with a believers’ assembly in Bangalore and works as a Sr.Business Analyst in an MNC 
with headquarters overseas. Interested candidates may prayerfully apply with full bio-data and 

photograph with contact number.  Good command over the English language preferred,  
though mother tongue is not a pre-requisite.   

please contact: mariamjohn12@co.in contact nos:09611485015 Landline: 080-25475064
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SeVeN hONeSt SAYINGS
Dipankar Nath

Are we representing Jesus Christ in this world?

Every Good Friday, we 
Christians meditate on 
the seven sayings of 

our Master from the cross of 
Calvary. Although this practice 
does not find any mention 
in the Bible, it has become a 
tradition and a three-hour ritual 
in many churches. One wonders 
why Christians would bind 
themselves with such traditions 
and rituals when Christ has set 
them free from these elements! 
As a child, I was rather perplexed 
when I heard the preacher 
discussing the reactions of the 
people who were responsible 
for the crucifixion of Jesus rather 
than focussing on the words 
He uttered on the cross. Later I 
realised that that was a custom 
in most of the churches.

The Other Seven Sayings
If we study the Gospel 

accounts closely, we will find 
that there were ‘seven sayings’, 
addressed to Jesus, by the people 
who witnessed the crucifixion 
on Golgotha Hill. These other 
‘seven sayings’ represent the 
feelings, the reverence and 
the judgmental attitude of 
the people at the scene of the 

crucifixion as much as our 
reaction to Jesus today. After 
all, they were representing us at 
Calvary. When we study these 
seven sayings alongside those 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, we get 
the complete picture of God’s 
supernatural work of redeeming 
the lost humanity through His 
Son and its eternal implications 
on our lives.
1. Matthew 27:40. Some from 

the crowd who passed by 
the crucifixion scene said to 
Jesus, “You who are going 
to destroy the temple and 
build it in three days, save 
Yourself! Come down from 
the cross, if you are the 
Son of God!” These people 
represent those who do not 
believe that Jesus is the Son 
of God (Jn.2:19). They neither 
understood Jesus nor the 
significance of His claims. 
They failed to understand 
that Jesus spoke about His 
death and resurrection. Are 
we sometimes hasty and 
careless in our speech or in 
the way we react in a given 
situation without knowing 
and understanding the 
truth?
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2. Matthew 27:42. The chief 
priests, joined by the scribes 
and elders, mocked and chal-
lenged Jesus, saying, “He 
saved others, but He can’t 
save Himself! He’s the King 
of Israel! Let Him come down 
from the cross now, and we 
will believe in Him.” Bound 
by Mosaic laws and rituals, 
they failed to understand 
the plan and the purpose of 
the Heavenly Father for the 
salvation of mankind. Since 
God knew that we were un-
able to obey His law, which 
He expressed through His 
most humble servant Moses, 
He sent His Son Jesus into the 
world to fulfil the Law, and 
through Him introduced the 
covenant of grace so that we 
sinners could become a part 
of that covenant and be freed 
from the curse of the Law. If 
the traditions of our church-
es put more stress on the  
ritualistic observances to find 
favour with God than on the 
free gift of salvation through 
His grace in Christ, we will 
never understand the will 
and plan of our Heavenly 
Father. This is tragic!

 Even though Jesus had the 
power to come down from 
the cross and avenge His 
‘enemies’, He wilfully and 
gladly surrendered His will 
to God and fulfilled God’s 

plan of providing humanity 
the redemption through His 
death and the triumphant 
resurrection three days later. 
If He had come down from 
the cross, there would have 
been no resurrection, and if 
there was no resurrection, 
none of us would have the 
hope of salvation and eternal 
life. Those who mocked and 
challenged Jesus to yield to 
their demand, failed in their 
unconscious, but deliberate, 
attempt to thwart God’s plan 
of redemption for mankind.

3. Luke 23:37. The soldiers 
misused their authority 
and ridiculed Jesus as 
they offered Him vinegar, 
saying, “If You are the King 
of the Jews, save Yourself 
from death.” Both Jews and 
Gentiles were responsible 
for the crucifixion of Jesus 
Christ. Are we Christians 
guilty of abusing our 
authority by being unjust 
and rude to the poor and 
the down-trodden? Do we 
sometimes forget that Jesus 
did not come to earth to set 
up a political kingdom but a 
spiritual one in the hearts of 
the people and to give us the 
heavenly kingdom?

4. Luke 23:39. Here we see 
the criminal who was on 
the Lord’s left side saying 
to Him, “Are you not the  
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Christ – the Messiah? 
Rescue Yourself and  us.” 
The criminal seems to have 
forgotten his crime, or he 
probably thought that Jesus 
was also a criminal who 
deserved to die. He must 
have heard about Jesus, His 
good works and miracles; 
but he was remorseless 
and unrepentant. The only 
difference between the two 
criminals was that one asked 
and received forgiveness 
while the other did not. 
The forgiven sinner went 
into Paradise with Jesus; 
the un-forgiven sinner died 
eternally. What is your 
response to the death of 
Jesus?

5. Luke 23:42. The criminal who 
received Jesus as His saviour 
said, “Lord, remember me 
when You come in Your 
kingly glory.” Because he 
knew that Jesus was a just 
Man, he said to the other 
criminal, “We indeed suffer 
it justly, receiving the reward 
of our action, but this Man 
has done nothing out of the 
way” (v.41).

 Here we see the full extent of 
God’s love through His Son, 
Jesus. He waits, till our last 
breath, for us to repent and 
turn to Him for salvation.
The thief spoke to Jesus and 

sought forgiveness. He was 
wise, because he didn’t miss 
the chance, the only chance 
he had, to enter paradise with 
Jesus. Some people compare 
Jesus with the leaders and 
founders of other religions, 
not realising the fact that 
none of the religious leaders 
died (nor could they die) for 
the sins of the people because 
they themselves were born 
in sin and manifested sinful 
nature. Only Jesus, the Son 
of God, was sinless and the 
perfect sacrifice for the sins of 
the whole world. Only Jesus 
has conquered sin and death. 
Surrender your life to Jesus 
Christ now and experience 
His love, while there is time. 
Tomorrow may be too late.

6. Mark 15:35. After the fourth 
saying of Jesus from the cross, 
the people who had gathered 
there said, “Behold, He is 
calling  Elijah.” Someone 
ran and brought the sponge 
soaked with vinegar, put it 
on a reed and gave it to Jesus 
to drink, saying, “Let us see 
whether Elijah will come to 
take Him down or not.”(They 
probably remembered the 
prophet Elijah through 
whom God had done many 
miracles.) Instead of giving 
Him water to quench His 
thirst, they offered Him 
bitter wine.
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 Does this reaction from 
the people not reflect our 
character when we give Jesus 
the bitterness of our wilful 
sin, instead of the sweetness 
of our loving obedience? Let 
us give Him the pure water 
of an obedient life, trusting 
Him to take away our 
bitterness, as He turned the 
bitter waters of Marah sweet 
under Moses’ leadership.

7. Mark 15:39. When the 
Centurion who stood facing 
Jesus saw Him die this way, 
he said, “Surely this Man 
was the Son of God!” He 
was a Roman Centurion 
who had witnessed several 
crucifixions in his career; but 
this one was extraordinary. 
He was an eye-witness of 
Jesus’ death on the cross. This 
Gentile centurion heard and 
saw that Jesus forgave those 
who insulted, humiliated, 
tortured and nailed Him to 
the cross, unlike all the others 

who would hurl abuses 
while they were dying on the 
cross. When the Centurion 
saw the mighty earthquake 
that followed Jesus’ death, 
He knew that Jesus was 
innocent, and exclaimed, 
“Surely this Man was the 
Son of God!” (Mk.15:39). I 
believe this declaration was 
prompted by the Spirit of 
God, as it happened to Peter 
(Matt.16:16).

 Are we representing Jesus 
Christ in this world? Do our 
neighbours see Jesus in and 
through our lives? May we 
learn to draw on the divine 
resources to live the new, 
resurrected life that Jesus 
has given us so that the 
people recognise us as true 
followers of Jesus Christ.

Dipankar Nath  
is pastoring at the 

Methodist Church in India, 
under the Bengal Regional 

Conference.

STAFF WANTED FOR KULPAHAR  
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL – CBSE AFFILIATED

Location: Kulpahar 210 426 Mahoba Dist. U.P.
Kindly respond to:  Manager, Kulpahar Christian School

WANTED  - CHRISTIAN TEACHERS / STAFF
Amenities – Housing Furnished 

24/7 Electricity 
Security

TGT – BA/MA & B.Ed. – English Literature BA/MA – Library Science
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All one in Christ

UNION CHURCH – KOTAGIRI
(Established 1906)

APPLICATIONS INVITED FOR THE SELECTION OF PASTOR
Union church of kotagiri, The Nilgiris, is independent English-speaking evangelical and  
non-denominational church and is seeking the services of a full-time pastor from 1st of June 
2016.
Qualification
1. Committed Christian Candidates with B.Th., M.Div., or B.D., from a recognized 

theological institute, seminary or college. 
2. Age: around 40 years
3. A couple is preferred with experience in ministering in English. knowledge of Tamil 

would be an added advantage. 
4. Candidates with proper credentials may apply before 20th of April 2016. 
5. The application by e-mail and through surface post may be made to the following 

address.
Address:

The Secretary, Union Hall and Spring Hill Trust, C/o Union Church,  
Mission Compound Road, kotagiri -643217. The Nilgiris.

E-Mail:  
emmanuel.andersson@gmail.com  tekoshy@gmail.com

CONVERT YOUR AUDIO SYSTEM INTO 
KARAOKE USING YOUR ANDROID PHONE

connect ouR kaRaoke system  
to youR audio system.

 Amplifier & SpeAkerS not pArt of our Supply

HARDWARE 
2-Channel Mixer (Branded) 

 Corded Microphone (Branded) 
3.5/6.3 mm stereo adapters 

3.5 mm audio cable

FREE with every purchase 
DVD WITH over 300 karaoke 

songs  Praise & Worship 
Hymns Contemporary kids 

and much more
PRICE – Rs 5350 (incl courier charg-
es) Send to C J Victor by cheque / 
DD E-719, Maruti Paradise, Sec 15, 

CBD Navi Mumbai 400614

Delivery – upto 2 weeks
Contact for details: Victor – 
08652213818
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tAlK tO GOD
Deepika Emmanuel Sagar

You can be a blessing to many only if you choose to be.

Do you worry, thinking 
about your present or 
your future? Well, this 

is not how our God has created 
us to be. We all spend a major 
part of our lives worrying about 
things that are not in our hands. 
We sometimes wonder why we 
worry despite the knowledge of 
the fact that God has trustworthy 
and unshakable plans for our 
lives; that nothing good or bad 
happens to us without His will; 
and that His plan would always 
bring beneficial fruits for us. 

I have heard many people 
testifying that they have been 
guided by the Lord through 
various situations in their lives, 
and they have had no regrets 
whatsoever. It’s because they 
seek God’s will in whatever they 
do. God is not unapproachable, 
because through the gift of 
His Son we not only have the 
right to approach Him through 
prayers, but we can also call 
him “Abba”, our ‘Father’. 
What a precious gift! When we 
approach Him, He does not see 
us as sinners, but as those who 
have been clothed with the robe 
of His righteousness! He listens 
to us because He loves us the 
way we love our own children. 

When we can love our children, 
whom we nurture with loving, 
tender care, available at their 
beck and call, how much more 
the love and tender care of God 
our Father, our creator! He 
shapes and moulds us, gently 
and patiently, into the image of 
His Son. We sin and sin, but His 
grace never decreases. 

Approach Him
I want to encourage my read-

ers to talk to God. Talking and 
listening to God is what the Bi-
ble calls prayer – quiet conversa-
tion with God. These silent con-
versations with the Creator give 
Him the opportunity to change 
your perspective towards situ-
ations in life and change your 
way of living. Approach God 
the way a child approaches his 
father. Bring your worries to 
God, and He will show you the 
path you should take. If you are 
in the midst of a troublesome 
situation at your workplace, 
talk to God about it, and He will 
handle the situation for you. Do 
you worry that your child is not 
growing the way he ought to? 
Talk to God, and He will guide 
you. Are your financial resourc-
es depleting? Talk to God, and 
He will supply all your needs. 
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India Fund raising
scenario
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Where’s the next
wave?
How they do it
Data Analytics and
Social Media
Networking for scale
Understanding
Generations
Open Source Tools –
Hands On
Mastering tools
Data Sharing – Apps
Learning Management
Systems

Seminar benefits:

Insights and
understanding the
potential of the online
platform
Where does it fit your
organisation?
Strategic approach
Getting your organisation
ready for online fund
raising
Equipping Churches /
Christian Organizations /
NGOs to build Digital
systems and 21st century
technology driven
organizations
Easy to integrate
technology in

Three-day workshop on
INTEGRATING TECHNOLOGY IN

MINISTRY
For Leaders of Charitable and Religious Organisations

 Limited seats.  Participants need to bring their Laptop and Data Card.



Total Seminar Fee: Rs.3000/- covers Lunch, Tea and Material (non-residential) 

(i)  Registration Fee : Rs.1000 (to be paid immediately - not refundable) 
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DIRECTOR – TRAINING No. 1405, 4th St, Golden Colony, Anna Nagar West Ext., Chennai 600050.

Tel: 044 26251530 32. Cell: 9445922745

Date and Place
May 5 – May 7, 2016

@Mumbai
June 30 – July 2, 2016

@ Hyderabad
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Mr. Christopher Rajan, Head
(Channel Engagement, WVI)
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Trust Him and exercise the gift 
of faith He has given you to ask 
of Him, and you will see things 
happening in accordance to your 
faith. Come near to God and He 
will come near to you (Jas.4:8). 
Resist the Devil, and he will flee 
from you (Jas.4:7).

Spending Time With Him
Once you know God as your 

Father who cares for every 
single moment of your life and 
takes care of all that belongs 
to you, you will develop a de-
sire to know Him more. With 
the desire to know the Father 
more, you will naturally spend 
more time with Him and allow 
Him to reveal Himself to you. 
As you know more and more 
of the love that your Father 
has and the blessings He has 
stored up for you, you will be 
filled with immense peace that 
comes only, and only, by His 
presence in your life. This peace 
will not be dependent on your 
circumstances, but on your re-
lationship with God. Once you 
have this peace, it is your duty 
to guard it from the cunning 
tactics of the devil who will try 
his best to snatch it away from 
you. In all this you only have to 
guard yourself with the armour 
of His word (Eph.6:10-18). En-
joy the life that God has given 
you and thank Him for every-
thing because it’s His will for 
you (1Thes.5:18). Be the person 

God wants you to be so that you 
are able to yield good fruits for 
Him and fulfil the purpose for 
which you were created. Do not 
worry about what you will eat 
or what you will wear or which 
way you will go, but ask God to 
fulfil His purpose through you. 
You can be a blessing to many 
only if you choose to be. 

Intimate Relationship
Have a thirst for an intimate 

relationship with God, and He 
will raise you from one level of 
grace to another in such a way 
that you will admire the maj-
esty of His works. As you travel 
through the ‘valley’ of life, know 
that God will bring you out with 
a powerful testimony that would 
not only change your life, but the 
lives of many around you. God’s 
work has that unfailing power. 

“Consider it pure joy, my broth-
ers, whenever you face trials of 
many kinds, because you know 
that the testing of your faith de-
velops perseverance. Persever-
ance must finish its work so that 
you may be mature and com-
plete” (Jas.1:2-4). “Do not be anx-
ious about anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God (Php.4:6).
Deepika Emmanuel Sagar  

is a research scholar in 
Jodhpur, Rajasthan.
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the CAll Of MOSeS
Paul H. Jeyasingh

Failure does not mean you will never make it;  
it means it will take a little longer time.

The story of Moses is a 
wonderful exposition 
of how God carefully 

chooses and moulds people for 
leadership. The first phase of 
training of Moses began in the 
palace of Pharaoh, which lasted 
for forty years. In the palace, 
he was groomed as a leader, 
warrior and an orator. Acts 7:22 
says, “Moses was instructed in 
all the wisdom of the Egyptians 
and was powerful in his words 
and deeds.”

Moses’ Blunder
As an Egyptian prince, 

with the best of training in 
warfare, Moses thought he was 
a ‘somebody’ – a powerful, 
respectable leader. But he was 
soon proved wrong. His world 
suddenly fell apart. One day, 
when he saw his own Hebrew 
brethren being oppressed and 
mistreated by an Egyptian, he 
murdered the Egyptian in a fit 
of anger (Acts.7:23-24).

But then a leader can’t be a 
leader unless he has willing 
followers. Moses had the title, 
the trappings of a leader, 
but unfortunately he had no 
followers among his own 

oppressed community, on 
whose behalf he had taken up 
the cudgels. They simply would 
not trust him. This must have 
hurt him deeply.

One of the biggest mistakes a 
leader makes is to take people’s 
allegiance for granted and 
assume that they would trust him 
simply by virtue of his position 
or title. A leader has to first 
build trust over a period of time 
by consistently connecting with 
his people – sincerely caring for 
their concerns with unwavering 
commitment. “He thought his 
brothers would be glad that he 
was on their side, and even see 
him as an instrument of God to 
deliver them. But they didn’t see 
it that way” (Acts.7:25 MSG).

Moses On the Run
Now rejected and disowned 

by both Pharaoh and his own 
people, his dreams shattered, 
he ran away feeling small – 
a defeated man, haunted by 
failure. The fugitive settled 
down for a quiet life in a desert, 
dejected and disillusioned – far 
away from the menacing eyes of 
the Egyptians and the Hebrew 
slaves (Acts.7:26-29).
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It was in the desert of Mid-
ian that Moses married, started 
a family of his own, and built a 
new life for himself. As the years 
rolled by, his concern for the op-
pressed, the motivation to help 
the downtrodden and the self-
confidence had all vanished into 
thin air. Egypt was now only a 
distant memory. But behind this 
sudden turn of events God had a 
purpose. Moses’ leadership role 
was still a work-in-progress. It 
was now the beginning of the 
second phase of his mould-
ing process. His impulsive and 
overconfident behaviour, bor-
dering on arrogance, needed to 
be chiselled out, for they could 
lead to serious pitfalls. It was 
during these forty years of train-
ing in God’s desert school that 
Moses for the first time realised 
he was just a ‘nobody’. 

The Egyptians had a strong 
aversion for shepherds, and 
Moses had now become what the 
Egyptians despised – a shepherd. 
No doubt, this experience would 
have humbled him. Moreover, 
God was preparing Moses to 
learn about desert routes, water 
springs, and the natives skirting 
the desert. It was in this harsh 
environment that he was trained 
like a Navy SEAL for another 
forty years to eventually lead 
the Israelites during their desert 
wandering. This mission needed 
diligence, alertness, planning and 

problem-solving skills, and most 
importantly, mental toughness 
and emotional stability – a lot of 
patience and courage.

Moses’ Call To Service
Moses’ induction into 

Jehovah’s army happened this 
way: God the liberator, who 
had similar concern for the 
exploited Hebrews, was looking 
for a partner, to serve as His 
agent of liberation. So now, one 
day, He called Moses by name 
from the burning bush in Horeb 
(referred to here as the mountain 
of God) – His chosen general – to 
redeem the oppressed and restore 
their freedom, their rights and 
their dignity. Calling by name 
implies familiarity and intimacy. 
Even though Moses was now an 
obscure wandering shepherd in 
the desert – a nonentity – long 
forgotten, God still remembered 
him. His identity and role were 
important to God’s plan. (This 
is what God said to Moses later, 
“All right. Just as you say; this 
also I will do, for I know you well 
and you are special to Me. I know 
you by name” Ex.33:17 MSG).

The double call “Moses,  
Moses” implies the importance 
and urgency of the rescue 
mission. The fact that the bush 
was on fire, though it did not burn 
up, perhaps symbolised God’s 
resolve not to allow His people 
to be consumed or destroyed by 
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the oppressors. Remember, it 
was only the question of justice 
that had urged God to involve 
in this human drama. After 
all, Moses had murdered the 
Egyptian only in his quest for 
justice – troubled by the cruel 
oppression and exploitation of 
the Israelites.  

“God said (to Moses), ‘I’ve 
taken a good, long 
look at the afflic-
tion of My peo-
ple in Egypt. I’ve 
heard their cries 
for deliverance 
from their slave 
masters; I know all 
about their pain. 
And now I have 
come down to help 
them, pry them 
loose from the 
grip of Egypt, get 
them out of that 
country and bring 
them to a good land with wide-
open spaces, a land lush with 
milk and honey. The Israelites’ 
cry for help has come to Me, 
and I’ve seen for Myself how 
cruelly they’re being treated by 
the Egyptians. It’s time for you 
to go back: I’m sending you to 
Pharaoh to bring My people, the 
people of Israel, out of Egypt’” 
(Ex.3:7-10 MSG).

Moses’ Response
But Moses, by now having 

lost all his concern for the op-

pressed, was too eager to pro-
tect his settled, quiet family life, 
rather than take up the new 
challenge, which he, perhaps, 
thought could be too risky at the 
present circumstances. The very 
idea of meeting the Pharaoh, 
from whom he had run away 
in fear to save his dear life, was 
a dreadful proposition. When 
oppressed by fear of failure, no 

leader would be 
prepared to take 
any risk. But it 
was not Moses’ 
only concern. Now 
imagine! Leading 
about two million 
people – including 
women, children 
and cattle – in one 
of the most inhos-
pitable and hostile 
deserts could cer-
tainly be a daunt-
ing task, a frightful 

experience, a logistical night-
mare; the thought of planning, 
organising and coordinating in 
such tough situations would 
discourage any general to take 
up the challenge. 

We are all aware how hard it is 
to think good of ourselves when 
we feel we are a failure. Moses, 
now suffering from a crisis of 
confidence triggered by a com-
bination of several complexes 
– fear complex, inferiority com-
plex and failure complex – trot-

 We are all aware how 
hard it is to think good of 
ourselves when we feel we 
are a failure. Moses, now 
suffering from a crisis of 
confidence triggered by 
a combination of several 

complexes – fear complex, 
inferiority complex and 
failure complex – trotted 
out five lame excuses one 

after another to evade 
responsibility.
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ted out five lame excuses one 
after another to evade responsi-
bility. Some of his excuses, tanta-
mount to childishness, showed 
him in poor light. Convincing 
an unwilling person, who suf-
fers from a crisis of confidence 
or timidity, to accept any diffi-
cult or risky assignment, is not 
easy. Emotionally tired people 
seldom make right decisions, 
leave alone brave ones. True, 
going back to the place of failure 
can be painful and shameful to 
anyone. Understanding Moses’ 
predicament, God slowly re-
stored his confidence by remov-
ing all his baseless fears in gra-
ciously answering his questions 
of self-doubt, empowered him 
by his healing and reassuring 
presence and sent him back to 
the place where he failed. How 
true! “One man with courage 
makes a majority.” 

Excuses! Excuses!
Leadership is all about taking 

responsibility and not making 
excuses. 
l	 Failure does not mean you 

are inferior; it means you are 
not perfect.

l	 Failure does not mean you 
have accomplished nothing; 
it means you have learnt 
something.

l	 Failure does not mean you 
have been lazy; it means you 
have to try in a different way.

l	 Failure does not mean you 
have wasted your time; it 
means you have a reason to 
start afresh.

l	 Failure does not mean you 
should give up; it means you 
must try harder.

l	 Failure does not mean you 
will never make it; it means it 
will take a little longer time.

Never use failures as an excuse 
for not trying again. Failure 
made Moses shrink back from 
his goal. When God calls you for 
service, do not try to evade by 
giving excuses. The right attitude 
is, “Lord, here I am, send me.” 
George Washington Carver 
said, “Ninety-nine percent of all 
failures come from people who 
have a habit of making excuses.” 
Do not hide behind the “I’m not 
quite ready” excuse. If you make 
yourself available for God’s 
service, He can mould you into 
a useful masterpiece. 

“We now have this light 
shining in our hearts, but we 
ourselves are like fragile clay jars 
containing this great treasure. 
This makes it clear that our great 
power is from God, not from 
ourselves” (2 Cor.4:7 NLT).

Paul H. Jeyasingh was 
involved in developmental 

work in Tamil Nadu 
and Karnataka and, after 

retirement, is settled in  
Bangalore.
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NAtIONAlISM OR pAtRIOtISM
Cyril Georgeson

God recognises nations and expects disciples  
to honour their nation appropriately.

Word And The World

The stage was decorated 
with red, white and 
blue flowers. Enormous, 

pristine American flags were 
spotlighted and draped from the 
ceilings. We sat in darkness on 
our plush movie-theatre seats, 
heads tipped back as we watched 
the clips from ‘Saving Private 
Ryan’ and ‘Band of Brothers’ on 
the screens. The dramatic movies 
gave way to a montage of fighter 
jets, white picket fences, clean 
children playing in meadows 
and soldiers being welcomed 
home to weeping families while 
a beautiful young woman’s 
voice soared in patriotic song. 
We clutched pamphlets with 
Scripture verses superimposed 
over the American flag.

I was at church…
Agreeing with the President - 

and your pastor - was a biblical 
mandate. America is a Christian 
nation; therefore, protecting 
America’s interests is clearly the 
godly thing to do.

What about the rest of us, those 
of us that are not American? I 
wondered then. Does God not 
care about me and the rest of 
the world because we are not 
American? Is America the new 
Chosen Nation, leaving the rest 
of us as the outsiders, earning 
a place at the table only insofar 
as we represent or protect the 
interests of the Chosen Ones?” 
That was an excerpt from a blog 
by Sarah Bessey, a Canadian 
author.

Nationalism
Are Christians expected to be 

nationalists? Or a-nationalists 
(indifferent to  national iden-
tity)? Or even anti-nationalists? 
How do we (or should we) 
translate it for India? Or should 
we rephrase the question (the 
way a forum of Christian 
churches did in the late 1990’s), 
“Are you a Christian first or are 
you an Indian first?” More spe-
cifically, how does a disciple 
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live in relationship to national 
identity?

Maybe reading some more of 
the blog by Sarah would help 
clarify our thinking. So let’s 
continue. “Did their faith lead 
them to this nationalism? … 
Defending the American way 
became defending their most 
holy faith. The flags in the pews 
were waved, people wept and 
prayed for victory. They rose 
to their feet, fervour in their 
eyes and voices, to sing loudly 
in praise of their homeland that 
had given them so many gifts. 
There wasn’t a cross to be seen in 
the building.”

Well, well! Nation and religion 
had so blended that the cross and 
flag had become synonymous. 
The disappearance of the cross 
could not be felt because of the 
loud presence of nationalistic 
symbols like the blue, white and 
red flowers, patriotic songs and 
of course the flags. 

Nationalism And Patriotism
Now, let us draw in another 

word - ‘patriotism’. Many think 
that nationalism and patriotism 
are the same. They are not! 
What’s the difference between 
nationalism and patriotism? 
Any attempt to define these 
terms may run into dispute, 
so let’s stick with dictionary 
definitions that are least likely 

to be contested. The Merriam-
Webster dictionary defines 
nationalism as “loyalty and 
devotion to a nation; especially a 
sense of national consciousness 
exalting one nation above all 
others and placing primary 
emphasis on promotion of its 
culture and interests as opposed 
to those of other nations or 
supranational groups,” while 
patriotism is “love for or devotion 
to one’s country.”

As www.differencebetween.
net puts it, “Nationalism and 
patriotism both show the 
relationship of an individual 
towards his or her nation. The 
two are often confused and 
frequently believed to mean 
the same thing. However, there 
is a vast difference between 
nationalism and patriotism.” So, 
going by definitions, nationalism 
is rooted in rivalry and 
resentment and is often militant 
by nature. This is accompanied 
by the feeling that one’s country 
is superior to another in most 
respects. Nationalism is also 
more potent and dangerous 
when it is also linked to religion, 
caste or ethnicity, as it often is.

On the other hand patriotism 
is based on affection and 
is passive. A patriot would 
often consider people of other 
nationalities equal but would 
appreciate their own culture 
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and way of life most suitable 
for themselves. Nevertheless, 
they would not grudge other 
nationals being patriotic in 
this sense too. Patriots also can 
learn from criticism and try to 
make amends for past national 
mistakes.

George Orwell, the best-
selling author of the book 1984, 
had much to say 
about nationalists/
nationalism which 
would give us 
some significant 
insights and 
warnings! Here is 
a select sampling. 
i) Every nationalist 
is haunted by the 
idea that the past 
can and should 
be changed. ii) 
The nationalist 
not only does not 
disapprove of 
atrocities committed by his own 
side, but he has a remarkable 
capacity for not even hearing 
about them. iii) Nationalism 
is power-hunger tempered by 
self-deception. Let’s top up 
these quotes with this one. iv) 
Nationalism is the worst enemy 
of peace. It is worthwhile to list 
this one too. “Who controls the 
past controls the future: who 
controls the present controls the 
future.” That gives us enough 
meat to ponder (and pray) on!

Bring The Splendour In!
The Bible talks about nations 

from the tenth chapter of Genesis 
where the table of nations is first 
outlined. And, we find nations 
mentioned right up to the end of 
the book of Revelation. As God 
calls Abraham (Gen 12), God 
promises that He would make 
him a great nation. But God 

goes beyond that 
and promises him 
that all the nations 
would be blessed 
through him. It is in 
the New Testament 
that we understand 
that this blessing 
to all the nations 
was through Jesus 
Christ (Gal.3:8,14).

So, it is clear that 
God recognises 
nations and 
expects disciples to 
honour their nation 

appropriately. But, to guard 
against the danger of becoming 
nationalists “who set their mind 
on earthly things” He reminds 
us that “our citizenship is in 
heaven.” It is from this position 
that “we eagerly wait for …. the 
Lord Jesus Christ” (Php.3:18-
20). Though my country is more 
than a land mass on which I 
just happened to be born, we 
ought not to look down at any 
other nation or culture. Surely, 

 A patriot would often 
consider people of other 
nationalities equal but 
would appreciate their 
own culture and way 

of life most suitable for 
themselves. Nevertheless, 

they would not grudge 
other nationals being 

patriotic in this sense too. 
Patriots also can learn 
from criticism and try 

to make amends for past 
national mistakes.
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exalting our own nation (or 
another) above others is also not 
expected of us. 

Finally, in heaven we will 
get an opportunity to deeply 
appreciate the cultures of the 
nations. “The nations will walk 
by its light (the glory of God), 

and the kings of the earth will 
bring their splendour into it” 
(Rev.22:24).
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OffICeS Of IMpORtANCe
Oby Cherian

How do we establish our identity?

It is enough for servants 
to be like their masters” 
(Matt.10:25).

Recently I was at a meeting where 
many of the members had come in 
their own cars.

I would like to share with you my 
feelings about one particular four 
wheeler. It was a big SUV, which did 
not seem unusual. Its 
colour, steel grey, had 
a sparkle in it. This 
again did not evoke 
my interest. What I 
found remarkable 
was its licence plate. 
The front one was 
missing and in its place was a large 
plaque with bold raised letters in red 
and gold, which said ‘BISHOP’.

Now I don’t have anything  
against bishops, but it alarmed me 
for a couple of reasons. Were we, 
‘the church’, getting too conformed 
to the ways of the world, where VIPs 
brandish their titles on cars, doors 
and lapels? How do we establish 
our identity? Does our importance 
in Christian organisations lie in 
our designations and positions? Or 
does it come from the fact that we 
are followers of Christ – the Servant 
King? Do we demand respect? And 
do people give it to us grudgingly 
because of our status, or do they 
respect us for who we are?

These are questions that Christian 
leaders have to ask themselves. 

Remember that Jesus walked 
wherever He went, which, I suppose, 
is today’s equivalent of going by 
bus. Yes, He once rode a donkey, 
which perhaps might have been like 
a ‘Maruti-800’ in our world.

“Tell the city of Zion, Look, 
your King is coming to you! He 
is humble and rides on a donkey 

and on a colt, the 
foal of a donkey” 
(Matt.21:5).

This reminds me 
of a story. More than 
a hundred years ago, 
in a European town, 
a cardinal was going 

down the main street in a royal vehicle 
with much pomp and pageantry. An 
old Jewish rabbi standing on the kerb 
watched him pass by and remarked 
to his companion, “His Master rode a 
donkey!” That old rabbi knew how 
Jesus lived; the beauty of that life 
may have made a deep impression 
on him. Let us remember our Lord 
and not forget how He lived. 

“For what we preach is not 
ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, 
and ourselves as your servants for 
Jesus’ sake” (2Cor.4:5).

 Does our importance in 
Christian organisations lie 

in our designations and 
positions? Or does it come from 
the fact that we are followers of 

Christ – the Servant King?

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.
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NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY

FEAR VERSES LOVE
Oby Cherian

Are our relationships permeated by fear or are they ruled by love?

There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear” (1Jn.4:18).

“Did she tell you the message?” 
I asked the husband. “No,” he 
replied, staring blankly at me. I 
turned to his wife standing by 
and enquired, “How come you 
did not tell him?”

“You did not ask me to tell him,” 
she lied with a straight face. Later 
on when I met her at another time 
she volunteered a confession and 
told me that she had actually 
forgotten.

What makes us lie to one 
another? Often, to those closest to 
us? In one word I would say it is 
‘fear’. Fear of facing discomfort or 
pain. Fear of being thought less 
than what we are. The fear of not 
being accepted.

On the other side of the line we 
have the person who is lied to. 
It may be the despot ‘ruler’ of a 
country, a department or even a 
home. In any relationship, it may 
be the person who is dominant.  
So, if we find that we are often 
being lied to, we must ask 
ourselves some questions, rather 
than just condemning the other 
person for his weakness.

Is all well with our dealings? 
Is the family or the organisation 
ruled more by fear than by love? 
When we accept flattery, in one 
sense we are accepting a lie.

These questions will help us 
see that we need to change, we 
need to be more kind, gentle and 
accepting. This will help others 
tell us the truth. I have written a 
few lines that came to me. 

They who seek to rule by fear,  
Will find that fear is never enough; 

No, not for long. 
For the chains with which they seek 

to bind  
Their brother is bound to them as well. 

They who rule by love,  
Find they rule forever, 

And the freedom that they  
give the other, 

Makes them free as well.
Are our relationships perme-

ated by fear or are they ruled by 
love?

“Things that cause people to 
stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom 
they come” (Lk.17:1).

Oby J. Cherian  
is a Consultant Urologist 

in Christian Fellowship 
Hospital, Ambilikai, TN.

NOTES ALONG THE JOURNEY
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LEADERSHIP LESSONS

ChAlleNGING the NeXt 
GeNeRAtION

Vijay Thangaiah
If you are a leader, would you challenge the next generation to 

become like Christ and do exploits for God?

Caleb was not only a man 
of great and bold deeds 
(the driving out of the 

children of Anak), but also a 
man who encouraged others to 
great and bold deeds. He did 
this by offering his daughter in 
marriage to the man who was 
bold enough to conquer a city 
to have her. Caleb wanted the 
bravest, most responsible man 
in the tribe of Judah to marry his 
daughter – not some wimp – a 
leader, not a follower.

The man who rose to the occa-
sion was Othniel, whose name 
means ‘lion of God’. Some have 
concluded that Othniel was an 
awfully boring, uninteresting 
character; but he was probably 
the most exciting of all the judg-
es. You can see God more clearly 
in the account of Othniel’s life be-
cause the personal, biographical 
details – his successes or failures 
as in the case of the rest of the 
judges – are withheld because 
the Spirit of God desires us to see 
that God was the deliverer of His 
people in bondage.

The city to be conquered was 
a fortified city by the name of 
Kirjath-sepher, which means 
‘the city of the book’. It was pos-
sibly so named because an an-
cient library was located there. 
Its name was changed later to 
Debir, which means ‘the oracle’ 
or ‘the word’, and suggests the 
word of God through which He 
speaks directly to His people.

What can we see in Othniel 
that proved that he was fit to be 
a leader used by the Lord as the 
first judge in Israel?

1. Othniel lived by the word 
of God. 

God told the Israelites that 
He was giving them the land 
of Canaan. He would be with 
them if they would go in faith 
to defeat the Canaanites in the 
land. Othniel believed God’s 
word to them. He believed God 
when God said if he went in and 
fought for Him He would give 
him that land. By taking the 
city of Kiriath Sephir, Othniel 
showed he believed in God’s 
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promises. Othniel was living by 
the word of God. That’s how we 
prepare ourselves to be used for 
God. The more faith we exercise 
the more responsible tasks and 
challenges God gives us.

2. Othniel obeyed God 
when he was asked to serve. In 
Judges 3:9-10 we read about how 
God “raised up” Othniel and 
used the circumstances of his 
life and his faith to bring him to 
this point. God prepared Othniel 
for this ministry in this time and 
place when He needed him. 
Othniel was walking with God 
so that when God led Othniel 
to take on the responsibility of 
leading Israel, he obeyed. And 
when God called, 
God empowered 
Othniel with the 
Holy Spirit.

The term Cushan 
Rishathaim can be 
translate d ‘doubly wicked Cushan’, 
indicating the kind of enemy he 
fought! Othniel overpowered 
this doubly wicked Cushan leader, 
not by his strength, but by the 
strength of the Lord.

3. Othniel was an 
ordinary man who was used 
extraordinarily by God. Othniel 
was useful to the Lord because 
“the Spirit of the Lord came upon 
him.” Othniel did not possess the 
power to deliver Israel within 
himself. But, when the Spirit of 

God took control of his life, God 
was able to use him in great 
ways. Othniel did not really 
deliver Israel. God delivered 
Israel through Othniel!

As Elwood McQuaid put 
it, “With God there are no 
extraordinary people, only 
ordinary ones through whom 
He chooses to do extraordinary 
things.” Othniel not only rescued 
the nation from bondage, but 
he also served his people, the 
record says, for 40 years. He 
brought rest to the land of God.

Never underestimate the good 
that one person can do, filled 
with the Holy Spirit, living an 
obedient life in the will of God. 

Forty years rest in 
the nation because 
of one man.

It was Henry 
Drummond who 
said, “To become 

like Christ is the only thing in 
the world worth caring for, 
the thing before which every 
ambition of man is folly, and all 
lower achievement vain.”

If you are a leader, would you 
challenge the next generation 
to become like Christ and do 
exploits for God?

 Never underestimate the 
good that one person can 
do, filled with the Holy 

Spirit, living an obedient 
life in the will of God. 

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.
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After two days of just lying 
there in pain, some workers 
found her and put her on a 
makeshift cot and loaded her 
into their jeep and drove 150 
miles over deep rutted roads 
to find a doctor who could 
set the broken bones. But the 
very bumpy ride damaged 
her bones so badly that her 
hip never completely healed. 
He says, “I visited my mother 
in her mud-covered hut 
several weeks after all of this 
happened. I watched as she 
took two bamboo crutches 
that she had made herself, 
and moved from one place 
to another with her feet just 
dragging behind because 
she had lost all feeling in 
them.” He says, “At age 75, 
with a broken hip, unable 
to stand on her own two 
legs, I thought that I made a 
pretty intelligent suggestion. 
I suggested that she retire.” 
He says, “She turned around 
and looked at me and said, 
‘What value is that? If we try 
to preserve this body just a 
few more years and it is not 
being used for God, of what 
value is that?’ So she kept on 
working. She kept on riding 
her donkey to villages until 
she was 93 years old... And 
she continued to tell people 
about Jesus Christ until she 
died at age 95.”

5. Caleb experienced what God 
had promised!

 He climbed the mountains 
and he defeated the giants 
– he claimed his possession. 
The name of the place Caleb 
inherited used to be called 
Kirjatharba (city of the four 
giants). Now it was named 
Hebron (seat of association 
or fellowship). Caleb refused 
to quit until he had obtained 
everything the Lord had for 
him! He refused to stop until 
he had obtained that place of 
fellowship with God.

 Where are you in your 
personal walk with the 
Lord? Have you entered into 
your victory, or are you still 
wandering around in the 
wilderness struggling day 
to day? God has a place of 
peace and power for you, but 
you must be willing to claim 
your possession. It isn’t for 
the faint-hearted, but it is for 
the faith-hearted. 

 Half-hearted Christians are 
faint-hearted Christians, and 
they never learn to conquer 
the giants in their lives.

Vijay Thangiah 
 was the National 

Executive Director  of 
Youth For Christ.
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Clues Across:

1. He must make full ………………for the 
wrong, (ch.      v.     )

6. Aaron’s staff not only sprouted but had also 
budded and …………(ch.      v.     )

8. “Why is the Lord bringing us to this 
land only to ….us fall by the sword?”  
(ch.     v.       )

9. The Amalekites live in the ………  
(ch.      v.        )

10. God ordered Moses and Aaron to number 
by their divisions all the men in ……… 20 
years old or more who are able to serve in 
the army. (ch.     v.       )

12. When Miriam was stricken with leprosy, 
Aaron pleaded with Moses not to let her 
be like a stillborn infant coming from its 
mother’s …….with its flesh half-eaten away. 
(ch.     v.      )

14. “When Moses finished setting up the 
tabernacle, he anointed it and consecrated it 
and all its furnishings. He also anointed and 
consecrated the ……..and all its utensils.” 

CROSSWORD NO.25
Numbers chapters 1-17  New International Version (IBS)

J. Fredric Dawson 
Answers received after 5th May 2016 will not be accepted.

Send in your answers with Bible references by E-mail (lightoflife1@rediffmail.com) or post, to reach Light 
of Life, Post Box 4576, 21 YMCA Road, Mumbai 400 008, not later than May 5, 2016. Please indicate 
your name, address and Light of Life Subscription Number while sending the answers. – Ed.

1 2 3 4 5

6 7

8 9

10 11 12

13

14 15

16

(ch.       v.       )   

16. “How long will this wicked community 
grumble against me? I have heard 
the complaints  of these ………….. 
Israelites”(ch.    v.     ) 

Clues Down:

1. The Lord said to Moses to put back Aaron’s 
staff in front of the testimony, to be kept as 
a sign to the ………. (ch.      v.       )

2. “The Lord answered Moses ”Is the Lord’s 
arm too ……..? “ (ch.     v.      )

3. Whether the cloud stayed over the tabernacle 
for … days or a month or a year, the Israelites 
would remain in the camp and not set out.  
(ch.      v.       )

4. “They came back to Moses and Aaron and 
the whole community at kadesh in the 
desert of Paran……… they reported to 
them and showed them the fruit of the land.”  
(ch.    v.      )

5. “One and the same law applies to 
everyone who sins intentionally, whether 
he is a …………. Israelite or an alien.”  
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(ch.     v.      )

7. From the firstborn of the Israelites Moses 
collected silver weighing 1365 ……..  
 (ch.     v.      )

9. He (Reuel) answered, “……........, I 
will not go; I am going back to my own  
land .” (ch.          v.      )

11. “During the entire period of his vow of 
separation no ……........ may be used on 
his head. He must be holy until the period 

of his separation to the Lord is over;”  
(ch.      v.         )   

13. The Levites are to set up their tents round the 
Tabernacle of the Testimony so that wrath 
will not ……. on the Israelite community. 
(ch.     v.      )

15. When God supplied quails to Israelites, each 
gathered not less than……....homers each 
(ch.     v.     )

Answers to  Crossword No. 22
Clues across: Clues down:
1. consecrated (29:21) 1. celebrating (31:16)
6. lampstand  (37:20)   2. name (20:7)
8. table ( 40:22)      3. east  (38:13)
9. remove (27:3) 4. annual (30:10)
11. bud (37:21) 5. descendants (29:29)
14. instruction (24;12)  7. row ( 39:10)
15. glory ( 33;18)    10. faced (37:9)
16. dress (40:13) 11. bribe (23:8)

12. as ( 32:1)
13. tray (37:23)

ALL CORRECT
Mohan C. kamalam, Nagercoil, TN. Saramma Isaac, Adoor, ker.
A.Sunderraj, Ambernath, Mah. Syam B. Pattapu, Daryapur, Mah.
Hillel Johnson, Vellore, TN. Viola kumar, Secunderabad, Telan.
Monica Divakar, Solapur, Mah. M. Ratna Prabhu, Ahmedabad, Guj.
Vathsala J. kotian, Mumbai, Mah. Esther Manohar, kothaguden, Telan.
Percy Charles, Thane (W), Mah. M. Edwin, Coimbatore, TN.
Stella Nadugaddi, Gadag, ka. Arun Joshua Samuel, Mumbai, Mah.
Shaila M. Hanchinmani, Dharwad, ka. G. Susan Abraham, Hyderabad, Telan.
Elcy Johnas, Thane (W), Mah. Ivor Valentine, Mumbai, Mah.
Margaret John, Mira Rd.(E), Mah. I.Devanayagam, Tirunelveli, TN.
k.P.Mohandas, Bidar, ka.

ONE ERROR:
Christy Inbaraj, Roorkee, Uttrakh. (Clues Down-10 
faced 37:9)

Damara Samadanam, Hyd., Telan. (Clues Down-3 
east 38:13)

Daniel S. Sorna, Mumbai, Mah. (Clues Down-16 
dress 40:13)

T. Rajkumar Devaraju, Hubli, ka. (Clues Across-8 
table 40:22)

Jalaja Sulochana, Hyderabad, Telan. (Clues 
Down-13 tray 37:23)

Licy Oommachan, Bhopal, MP. (Clues Down-10 faced 
37:9)

Anjali Sahu, Cuttack, Odi. (Clues Down-3 east 
38:13)

Regina L. Victor, Ponda, Goa (Clues Down-10 faced 
37:9)

keren S. Peters, Pune, Mah. (Clues Down-3 east 
38:13)

Dolly Sinha Roy, Vadodara, Guj. (Clues Down-10 
faced 37:9)
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India Denies Visas To US 
Religious Delegation

(TOI): India has denied visas 
for a delegation from the US 
government agency charged 
with monitoring international 
religious freedom, the agency 
said on Thursday. The delegation 
from the US Commission on 
International Religious Freedom 
had been scheduled to leave for 
India 4th March 2016 for a long-
planned visit with the support 
of the US State Department and 
the US embassy in New Delhi, 
but India had failed to issue the 
necessary visas, the Commission 
said.

 “We are deeply disappointed 
by the Indian government’s 
denial, in effect, of these visas,” 
USCIRF chairman Robert 
George said in a statement. “As 
a pluralistic, non-sectarian and 
democratic state, and a close 
partner of the United States, 
India should have the confidence 
to allow our visit,” he said. 
George said USCIRF had been 
able to travel to many countries, 
including those among the 
worst offenders of religious 

freedom... “One would expect 
that the Indian government 
would allow for more 
transparency than have these 
nations, and would welcome 
the opportunity to convey its 
views directly to USCIRF.” The 
Indian embassy in Washington 
did not immediately respond to 
a request for comment.

Raipur Church Vandalised
(TOI): Terming Sunday ser-

vice a function for religious 
conversion, alleged right-wing 
activists vandalised a church in 
Chhattisgarh’s capital Raipur, 
injuring five people. Witnesses 
said around 15 people on mo-
tor-cycles stormed the church in 
Kachana Colony while the Sun-
day service was in progress and 
began attacking the worship-
pers, including women. They 
allegedly ripped off the clothes 
of women and even beat up in-
fants. There were more than 60 
people in the shrine at the time 
of the attack.

The goons allegedly damaged 
furniture and fans and warned 
those gathered against practis-
ing their faith, telling them to 
convert to Hinduism instead. 
The group, according to wit-
nesses, also raised ‘Jai Shri Ram’ 
slogans. An FIR has been lodged 
against unidentified people. 
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Chhattisgarh Christian Forum 
president Arun Pannalal said, 
“They alleged that people were 
being converted here. They 
desecrated the Bible and some 
pictures on the wall. They fled 
before the police could reach. 
However, cops have found 
three of their motorbikes…This 
is the sixth attack on churchgo-
ers in Chhattisgarh in as many 
weeks.” Chief minister Raman 
Singh said the police have been 
directed to take stern action 
against those indulging in van-
dalism at the church while as-
suring speedy justice.

Christian Sentiments Hurt 
(ICAN): The CSF, the Mumbai 

based activist NGO, takes 
strong exception to a book 
Christ Parichay (introduction to 
Christ), proposed to be released 
shortly. It has been reported 
that the 70-year-old book 
(1946) by Ganesh Savarkar, 
elder brother of Veer Savarkar, 
one of the five founders of the 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS), is being reprinted. This is 
being done by Swatantryaveer 
Savarkar Rashtriya Smarak 
(Savarkar National Memorial), 
a trust that propagates the 
Savarkar brothers’ literature 
and ideology. The book contains 
highly objectionable claims 

concerning Jesus Christ.
Joseph Dias, the CSF general 

secretary, said that the religious 
sentiments of the Christian 
community were hurt and that 
the timing of the reprint (with 
the change in the political 
dispensation in the country) was 
not surprising. “If the intentions 
of the publishers were genuine, 
why did they wait for 70 years 
to reprint the book?” he asked. 
He called upon the government 
to act and investigate the claims 
made in the book as it amounted 
to sacrilege. He also called upon 
the church hierarchy and other 
Christian denominations to 
condemn such a publication. 

Satanic Concert
(Mumbai Mirror): A Roman 

Catholic bishop in the Philip-
pines has urged the faithful to 
avoid attending American pop 
singer Madonna’s two-night con-
cert in Manila, part of her tour to 
promote her album, even tagging 
her music as ‘suggestive’ and her 
clothes ‘vulgar’. “Pinoys and all 
God-loving people should avoid 
sin and occasions of sin,” Ramon 
Arguelles, archbishop of Lipa 
City, said in a statement. The 
bishop added that her concerts 
were among “subtle attacks of 
the evil one,” in an apparent ref-
erence to Satan.
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Cross-dressing in School
(Mumbai Mirror): An Australian 

high school has been criticised 
for allowing students to wear 
boy or girl uniforms regardless 
of gender. The Newtown High 
School of Performing Arts 
in inner Sydney changed its 
uniform policy last week to 
allow all students to “wear any 
part of the available uniform 
options,” the New South Wales 
state education department said 
in a statement.

Several parents and students 
hailed the change as a boon 
for transgender students, who 
previously needed parental ap-
proval and psychologist’s report 
to gain the school’s permission 
to cross-dress. The change was 
condemned as radical by the 
Australian Christian Lobby, an 
influential conservative advoca-
cy group. “It’s a deeper problem 
than just boys choosing to wear 
a girl’s skirt to school,” ACL 
spokesman Wendy Francis said. 
“What they’re trying to do in 
schools is make boys’ and girls’ 
gender disappear.”

A number of federal govern-
ment lawmakers backed the 
ACL’s call to remove federal 
funding from a national pro-
gramme aimed at preventing 
bullying in schools of gay, les-
bian, bisexual and transgender 
students. Almost 500 schools 

have signed up to the Safe 
Schools Coalition in Austra-
lia, which runs the programme 
that also advocates that schools 
allow students to cross-dress.

It is not known how many 
schools adopted that uniform 
policy, but the education de-
partment said Newtown High 
was not the only one in New 
South Wales, Australia’s most 
populous state.

Christians Imprisoned In 
China

(Hindustan Times): A Chinese 
husband and wife, who led a 
Christian congregation that op-
posed a government campaign 
to remove crosses atop church-
es, have been given long pris-
on sentences for illegal activi-
ties, including corruption and 
disturbing social order,  State 
media said. A court in eastern 
Zhejiang province on Friday 
sentenced Pastor Bao Guohua to 
14 years in prison and his wife, 
Xing Wenxiang, to 12 years af-
ter concluding that they had il-
legally organised churchgoers 
to petition the government and 
disturb social order, according 
to the State-run Zhejiang Daily 
newspaper.
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On the occasion of celebration of ‘Day of Diplomat’, held on 10th 
February 2016, at the Russian Consulate of Mumbai, Dr. Amit 
Kamle, Director A.K.Educational Consultants (AKEC), met H.E Prof 
Sergey I.Kotlyar - Consul & Counselor of Russia in Mumbai to wish 
and congratulate him on Diplomats Day. He was accompanied by 
other Russian dignitaries like Prof. Linar Latypov, Vice-Rector for 
International Relations, Kazan (Volga Region) Federal University, 
Mr.Vladimir V. Dementiev, Director, The Russian Centre for Science 
& Culture. 

AKEC has been instrumental in enrolling students aspiring to 
become doctors at the Kazan Medical University in Russia, said 
Prof. Latypov. Students come from all over the country, namely 
Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Madhya 
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Delhi, Punjab, Haryana, 
Kolkatta, Chhatisgarh, Uttaranchal and Himachal Pradesh. They 
are thankful to Dr. Amit Kamle and A.K.Educational Consultants 
for showing them the way to pursue medical education in Russia, at 
affordable costs without donations or exorbitant fees Prof. Latypov 
added.  

H.E Mr.Sergey Kotlyar said “Dr.Amit Kamle is a true friend of 
Russia”. In these 10 years he has helped over 750 students to realise 
their dreams.

Dr. Amit Kamle, Director, A.K.Educational Consultants 
meets Russian diplomats on ‘Diplomat’s Day’

ADVT.
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NEW LIFE 

SCHOOL OF WORSHIP 

21 Days of Intensive Training 
Program on Worship, Music & 
Practical Ministry    Excellent 
opportunity for the young men 
and women of the church in 
North India to get trained in 
leading worship, Practical In-
struction on musical instrument 
and at the same time receive the 
sound understanding of the word 
of God. 

Age:   15 to 35 

Date:   June 1-21, 2016 

Venue:  Ambala, Haryana 

Medium of Instruction: Hindi 

Registration: Rs. 1500/- (Non-

refundable) 

Travel: Students own responsibility 

Lodging & Boarding: Free 

Qualification: Heart to Serve the 

Lord, Be able to read and write. 

equipping 
 
 
 

encouraging 
 
 
 

empowering 

The Principal, New Life School of Worship,   
Post Box No. 5, Ambala City, Haryana, India. Pin-134003   
Phone No: 09729078906, 09034078906, 09416197674,  09354304860  

Email:- aimsow@yahoo.in 

Well experienced and anointed teachers and celebrated musicians to instruct.   

Applications will be accepted till April  15, 2016. 

Hurry, limited seats only!   

Send Rs.100/- Money Order or Demand Draft for Application form & Brochure to 

 NeW lIfe  
SChOOl Of WORShIp
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ATTENTION ADVERTISERS 
We request you to send us your advertisement matter in pdf/jpg as well as Word file. This 

would enable us to make corrections wherever it is required and improve the presentation of your 
advertisement. 

While releasing payment through bank, please intimate us by E-mail the details of the payment, 
with your name and address.

Thank you for your patronage and cooperation.
Editor

ATTENTION SUBSCRIBERS
Immediately after you send us your subscription money through e-Money Order, please send us your 
name and address separately by E-mail informing us that you have sent us the subscription amount by 
e-Money Order. 

Thank you.

Editor
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MATRIMONIAL
Protestant Christian parent seeks alliance for her daughter 34yrs 5’2½”, 

wheatish, good-looking, God-fearing, single, convent-educated MA English 
Literature and Post-Graduate Dip. in Social Communications and Media, 

from suitably qualified well-settled Protestant Christian bachelor.  
Contact: 09372404302. 

Parents (Protestant Christian) seek alliance for their son, Lawrence, age 
30 years, BE(IT), MBA(Mktg) from Mumbai University in 2008 and 2010 

respectively. Presently working as Business Development Manager in Prism 
Informatics, Mumbai. Salary Rs.10 lacs per annum. Height 6 feet, wheatish, 
average build. Sister, age 25 years, BE(Comp), Sound Engg., unmarried. 
Dad – textile engineer, in business. Mom – Dip (Civil), home-maker. Own 

house in vashi.

42, atmashanti, sec-3, vashi 400703 
mob: 9819237846 (Lawrence); 9870051180 (dad)
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